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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Jury selection is expected to
begin Monday morning in the

trial of a Big Spring man
accused of pummeling his
mother to death in March of
2005.

Preston Lee Harris, 52, was in
the care of the Big Spring State
Hospital when he was indicted
on a charge of injury to an

elderly person in July of 2005.
The indictment was in connec-
tion with the March 13, 2005,
beating death of his 78-year-old
mother, Lizzie Belle Smith.

Smith died at Covenant
Medical Center in Lubbock
early the following day of

injuries allegedly sustained in
the altercation with her son.

“She suffered massive subdur-
al hematoma due to blunt force
trauma to the head,” said
District Attorney Hardy
Wilkerson. “He called for an
ambulance the next day when

she didn’t regain consciousness
and she was transported to
Scenic Mountain Medical
Center. His initial comment to
police officers was that she
fell.”

See TRIAL, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

With more than 700 bal-
lots already cast in this
year’s municipal and
school board elections,
local election officials say
they expect to
top the 2,500
mark when
the dust settles
May 12.

“It’s really
hard to gauge
where we are
in early voting
because I don’t
have a day by
day total from
the last mayoral elec-
tion,” said Saundra
Bloom, Howard County
elections administrator.
“However, after election
day there were a total of
2,000 votes cast, and we’re
expecting to exceed that
this year.”

Bloom said she expects
to break the 2,000 ballot
mark thanks to the num-
ber of school district elec-
tions also on the ballot.

“With the contests in
Forsan and Coahoma, I’m
expecting to top the final
tally posted in the last
mayoral election,” said
Bloom. “As of Friday
afternoon, we’ve collected
752 ballots — 670 at the
Howard County court-
house, 30 from mail-ins
and 52 from voting in
Coahoma — so we’re
right on mark at this
point.”

Bloom said operations

at the early voting polls
has been smooth with the 

See VOTE, Page 3A

On the ballot
• City Government
Big Spring
Mayor: James “Jim” Hicks,

Russ McEwen (I), Shannon
Thomason

District 5: Woody Jumper,
David Scott, Troy Tompkins

Coahoma
Mayor: Bill Read (I), Billy

Sullivan
Two at-large council seats:

David Elmore (I), Odis
Franklin, Ricky Stone (I)

• School Boards
Big Spring ISD
District 5: Mike Dawson (I),

Terri Myrick
District 6: Jeff Brorman,

Tom Ralston, Ricky
Robertson (I)

District 7: Phil Furqueron (I)

Coahoma ISD
Two at-large seats: Sissy

Franklin (I), Danny Martin,
James White (I)

Forsan ISD
Two at-large seats: Chris

Evans, Glenn Graves, Tom
Bill Kuykendall (I), Nancy
Raney

Stanton ISD
District 1: Daniel Ramos
District 5: Darren Patrick,

Dr. Pablo Teveni

• Howard College Bond
Issue

• Constitutional
Amendment

Early voting
going well,
officials say

ON YOUR MARK!

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Davis Wilson, with bullhorn, gives last-minute instructions to runners before the start of a 5 Kilometer run sponsored by
West Texas Centers for MHMR and Big Spring State Hospital at Comanche Trail Park Saturday morning. The organiza-
tions also hosted a 1 mile and half-mile walk.

AUSTIN (AP) — Smoke
‘em if you got ‘em, Texans
— while you still can.

The House bill to ban
smoking in most public
places got to the floor for
debate Friday before it
was delayed until next
week.

Designed as a measure
to protect people from
dangerous second-hand

smoke, the bill would ban
smoking in restaurants
and workplaces.

But the bill was in dan-
ger of having one of its
key provisions snuffed
out when an early vote
exempted bars from the
ban.

In other words, that cig-
arette over coffee after a
big dinner and desert in a

restaurant? That would

be out. A smoke over a

round of martinis in a

bar? No problem.

See SMOKING, Page 3A

By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

The Muscular Dystrophy
Association and Papa
Georgio’s Pizza will be team-
ing up for the Big Spring
Lock-up Thursday and they
are asking for your help.

A number of local business
professionals have agreed to
be “locked up” Thursday and
raise $650 each in bail for
“Jerry’s Kids.”

These professionals — or
jailbirds — will be served

with a warrant. They will
have their mug shot taken at
the MDA jail at Papa
Georgio’s Pizza and be served
a special version of bread and
water. And they need you to
bail them out.

“Being locked up is more
than just raising money for a
good cause, it is providing
hope to more than 300 chil-
dren and adults in West
Texas and Eastern New
Mexico who have a neuro-
muscular disease and are

served by MDA,” said Marcie
McDonald, program coordi-
nator. “We’ve set bail at $650.
With this amount of money
you can send two children to
MDA’s awesome supper
camp in Happy.”

MDA officials said bail
money is important because:

— $25 provides an annual
flu shot.

— $62 provides one minute
of research.

— $150 provides a physical
therapy visit.

— $605 sends one child to
summer camp.

— $2,000 assists with the
purchase of a wheelchair or
leg braces.

“We appreciate the efforts
of these men and women to
volunteer their time to help
raise money for MDA. We
hope you will consider help-
ing by donating a few dollars
to help them make bail,” said
McDonald.

For more information, call
(432) 570-4970.

Smoking ban takes a small hit but
is just a puff away from being law

Lock-up participants going to need money for ‘bail’

Bloom

Jury selection 
to begin Monday

“I am a huge respecter of 
individual liberties and private 
property rights. (But) we know 
second-hand smoke is very harmful.”

—Rep. Myra Crownover
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hulls at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports
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Buffs take Game 1
from Marfa, 15-2

Forsan’s Buffaloes had
no trouble with Marfa’s
Shorthorns Friday night
taking a dominant 15-2
victory in Game 1 of a
best-of-three Classs 1A
bi-district baseball play-
off series. The game was
called after the fifth
inning due to the 10-run
mercy rule. 

Left-handed freshman
pitcher Evan Burton
dominated the
Shorthorn lineup, allow-
ing only two runs in
five innings while strik-
ing out nine. The victo-
ry brings Burton’s sea-
son record to 8-1. He
also upped his season
strikeout total to 108. 

Junior Adam Bailey
led the Buffaloes’
impressive offensive
attack going 3-for-5 at
the plate. He registered
a double and three RBIs
to key Forsan’s offensve
onslaught.

Game 2 of the series
was set for 1 p.m.
Saturday in Fort
Stockton with a third
game, if necessary,
beginning 30 minutes
after the completion of
Game 2. 

The Buffs’ scheduled
starter for Game 2 was
junior Cameron Parker.

Dawson, Niehues
shine at qualifier

Big Spring’s Zack
Dawson and Garden
City’s K’Lann Niehues
turned in strong perfor-
mances during Friday’s
Region I State
Qualifiers Meet events
at McMurry University
in Abilene.

Niehues won the girls’
triple jump competition
with a leap of 36 feet, 9.5
inches.

Dawson took second
place in the boys’ 800
meters with a clocking
of 1:57.88.

Rose Magers-Powell
sets volleyball camp

Rose Magers-Powell,
the Big Spring High
School Hall of Fame vol-
leyball star and 1984
Olympian, will again be
conducting a volleyball
camp at BSHS this sum-
mer.

The camp is scheduled
for July 30-Aug. 1 with
sessions for middle
school playres from 9
a.m. to noon and the
high school players’ ses-
sion from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. each day.

The fee will be $125
per player.

Players can register
online and get addition-
al information on the
camp by going to
Magers-Powell’s web-
site,  www.gotrosevol-
leyballcamps.com.

Relay for Life ragball
tournament slated

The Relay for Life
Ragball Tournament
has been scheduled for
May 12-13 at Big Spring
High School’s Lady
Steers Softball Field.

Teams will consist of
five male and five
female players. Entry
fees are $10 per player.

Registration is set for
10 a.m. on Saturday,
May 12, with the first
game of the tournament
set to start at 11 that
morning. 

Forsan reschedules
its all-sports banquet

Forsan High School’s
All-Sports Banquet has
been rescheduled for 7  

See BRIEFS, Page 2B

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
Herald staff report

BROWNWOOD — Coahoma’s
freshman pitcher Heather
Newton dominated Blanco’s
Lady Panthers Friday night, as
she and her Bulldogettes team-
mates took Game 1 of the best-of-
three Class 2A area softball play-
off series, 4-1. 

The second game of the series
was scheduled for 1 p.m.
Saturday with a third game, if
necessary, scheduled 30 minutes
after the completion of Game 2.

Friday’s series opener was
moved from Coleman High
School to Brownwood due to the
heavy rains that swept across
much of the state earlier in the
week. Coahoma and Blanco
administrators had debated for
two days about where to play the
game. They finally came to an
agreement on Thursday to move
the game to Brownwood. 

Newton improved her record to
18-6 with her dominating perfor-
mance. She allowed only one run
on three hits and collected 12
strikeouts in seven innings. 

Senior Ami Martinez was
scheduled to take the mound for
the Bulldogettes in Game 2.

Newton is showing herself to
be the type of ace pitcher that a
team needs to make a deep run
into the Class 2A state playoffs. 

Her dominance was needed
though, because the Bulldogettes
didn’t have the production at the
plate that they’re accustomed to. 

“Our bats were cold tonight,”
said Buldogettes head coach
Tracy Tadlock. “Blanco’s pitcher
doesn’t pitch as fast as we’re
used to seeing, so that threw the

girls off some, but that shouldn’t
effect a great hitting team.”

Second baseman Laci Sterling
had a huge impact with her bat,
however. She was directly
responsible for three of
Coahoma’s four runs, scoring
one on a wild pitch and also hit-
ting a 2-run homer. Success at
the plate is nothing new for
Sterling. She led the Bulldogettes
in hits, batting average and RBIs
this season.

Catcher Janice Gonzales also

See COAHOMA, Page 2B

Bulldogettes open playoffs with 4-1 win

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Writer

ARTESIA, N.M. — Big
Spring’s Lady Steers
struggled to find a
rhythm at the plate and
committed costly  defen-
sive errors Friday, result-
ing in a 6-3 loss in the
first game of a best-of-
three Class 4A area soft-
ball playoff series to El
Paso Chapin’s Lady
Huskies, 6-3.

Game 2 of the series was
set for an 11 a.m.
Saturday start with a
third game, if necessary,
taking place 30 minutes
after the conclusion of
Game 2.

Friday’s opener was full
of missed opportunities
for the Lady Steers. There
were several key
moments in the game
when they couldn’t get off
the field.

“What hurt us was our
defense,” said Big Spring
head coach Jennifer
Reyes. “We’re at the point
of the season where they
should handle everything
and know every situation.
We played too stressed
and tense, not the way
that I’ve grown accus-
tomed to them playing in
the field.”

Offensively, the Lady
Steers missed several
chances to add to their
run total, but made base-
running mistakes that
kept them from scoring.

“Offensively, we had a
lot of really good hits, but
killed ourselves with

base-running errors,”
said Reyes. “We didn’t
challenge El Paso’s
defense enough.”

The Lady Steers were
not short on effort, how-
ever. They were unable to
string together many con-
secutive hits, but battled
valiantly against Chapin’s
ace pitcher. The Lady
Steers were able to draw
four walks and hit the
ball hard on numerous
occasions.

Unfortunately, every
ball that the Lady Steers
hit seemed to be right at
one of the Lady Husky
defenders. 

Big Spring’s starting
pitcher, freshman Kelly
Sage, had a solid outing.
She went the distance and
struck out four Lady
Huskies batters. Chapin
did manage eight hits off
of Sage and scored six
runs, one of which was
unearned. 

Sage was also scheduled
to start Game 2 Saturday.

The Steers were led at
the plate by senior second
baseman Bridgette
Rodriguez. She was 2-for-4
with a double and two
RBIs. 

“She usually comes up
with really key hits,” said
Reyes. “I put her at the
fourth slot in the order
because she has a really
good eye for the ball,
doesn’t strike out much
and always puts the ball
into play.”

Senior right fielder
Courtney Heinis also

Lady Steers drop area opener

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Big Spring pitcher Kelly Sage follows through after delivering a pitch during Friday’s open-
ing game of the Lady Steers’ area playoff series against El Paso Chapin’s Lady Huskies.

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

SNYDER — Sometimes, the
only thing you need to get over a
case of playoff jitters is a simple
swing of the bat.

Forsan’s Lady Buffaloes had
the jitters.

Shelby Jones provided the bat.
Jones clocked a two-run homer

over the center field fence to
jump-start a moribund Forsan
attack and pave the way to the
Lady Buffaloes’ 17-6 win over
Ralls in the first game of their
best-of-three Class 1A area play-
off series at Towle Park Friday
evening.

Until Jones stepped to bat in
the top of the third inning, how-
ever, Forsan looked very much
like the first-time playoff partici-
pant it is. The Lady Buffs strug-
gled at both the plate and in the
field in spotting Ralls a 2-0 lead.

Then Forsan’s first baseman
took a Shelby Calderon pitch
over the center field fence for her
third home run of the year that
tied the score and changed the
complexion of the game.

“That was huge,” Forsan coach
Shanna Roberts said of Jones’
dinger. “It turned the whole
game around ... and gave us
some motivation.”

“I wasn’t looking for a home 

See FORSAN, Page 2B

Lady Buffs explode for big win over Ralls

HERLD photo/Steve Reagan

Forsan third baseman Jolinda Flores drives the ball during the Lady Buffaloes’ Class 1A Area playoff game against
Ralls Friday evening in Snyder. Forsan defeated Rall, 17-6.

Mistakes prove costly
in 6-3 loss to Chapin
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Do you have an interesting item or story
idea for Life!? Call  263-7331; E-mail

life@bigspringherald.com.
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Anita Powell
Anita Powell, 60, of Midland died

Thursday, May 3, 2007, in Midland.
Funeral services will be held  Monday,
May 7, 2007, at 10 a.m. at Calvary
Assembly of God in Midland, with the
Rev. Randall McDonald, pastor, officiat-
ing. Interment will be at 3 p.m. MST,
Monday, May 7, 2007, at the Lovington
Cemetery in Lovington, N.M.

She was born March 1, 1947 in Artesia,
N.M. to U.B. and Mattie Elizabeth

Coffee Partlow. She attended school at Post. She mar-
ried James Powell on Oct. 7, 1965, in Lovington, N.M.
and raised one son. They lived in Lovington, Big
Spring and moved to Midland in 1990. She worked as
a clerk at MHMR in Midland for 15 years. She was a
member of Calvary Assembly of God Church. She was
preceded in death by her parents and three sisters,
Mary Frances Woods, Doris Shedd and Nell Solomon.

She is survived by her husband, James Powell of
Midland; one son, Randy Powell and wife Kathy of
Midland; two brothers, Delmer Lee Partlow of Post
and Jesse Partlow and wife Cathy, of Lovington; and
numerous nephews and nieces.

Memorials may be sent to Calvary Assembly of God
Church in care of Sunday School Dept., 908 Johnston
Street, Midland 79701.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of
Midland. Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com.

Clarene Hillger 
Clarene Hillger, 89, of Stanton, died

Wednesday, May 2, 2007, in Midland.
Graveside funeral services will be held
at 10 a.m. Monday, May 7, 2007, at the
Evergreen Cemetery Chapel in Stanton
with Charles Walker and Tommy Rey
Walker officiating.   

She was born Nov. 8, 1917, in
Glasscock County and married Jim
Paul Hillger on Nov. 8, 1939, in Midland.
He preceded her in death Aug. 27, 1985. 

Mrs. Hillger lived in Martin County since 1949. She
was a homemaker and a member of Christadelphia
Ecclesia. 

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law,
Duane and Suzie Hillger of Garden City; one daughter
and son-in-law, Linda and Dan Stevens of Midland;
one sister, Jonell Hughes of Sand Springs; six grand-
children; and nine great grandchildren.    

She was also preceded in death by her parents, three
brothers and five sisters.  

The family suggests memorials made to
Christadelphia Ecclesia of Stanton, P.O. Box 817,
Stanton 79782. 

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Friday and 8 a.m.
Saturday:

• AMANDA EDMONDOSON, 18, 505 E. 14th, was
arrested on a charge of hindering an officer’s dis-
charge of official duties.

• JOHN WILKENSON, 21, 2304 E. Marcy, was
arrested on charge of public intoxication, resisting
arrest and possession of marijuana.

• MARKQUIN EARL HARRIS, 21, 1319 Harding,
was arrested on charges of disorderly conduct and pos-
session of marijuana.

• EDWARD JOHNSON, 53, 1200 Lloyd, was arrested
on a charge of public intoxication.

• CATHERINE MAYBERRY, 36, 1200 Lloyd, was
arrested on a charge of driving while license invalid.

• DARNICE VALENTINE, 20, no address given, was
arrested on a charge of failure to identify a fugitive
from justice, two local warrants and a Williamson
County warrant.

• CHAUNTE VALENTINE, 25, 1401 Highway 87,
was arrested on two local warrants.

• JAMES JOHNSON, 44, 2517 Chanute, was arrest-
ed on a charge of disorderly conduct.

• DIDGET L. EDWARDS, 40, 2511 Chanute, was
arrested on two local warrants.

• ANTHONY MUNOZ, 48, 1803.5 Lancaster, was
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Friday and 8 a.m.
Saturday:

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA was reported in
the 700 block of Central.

•  DRIVING WHILE LICENSE INVALID was
reported in the 4000 block of N. Birdwell.

• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM YOUNG EAGLES
FLIGHT will be held from 8:30 a.m. until noon,
Saturday, May 12, weather permitting. Hangar 25 Air
Museum, with the assistance of McMahon-Wrinkle
Airport and Industrial Park, will be supporting the
EAA Young Eagles program to offer area children age
8 to 17 the opportunito to experience free of charge the
thrill of flight. each Young Eagles flight takes place in
an FFA registered airplane flown by a licensed pilot.
Children must be accompanied by their parent or a
legal guardian to register. Limited seats are available.
Register at the air museum, 1911 Apron Dr. For more
information, call 264-1999.

• A BENEFIT TO DEFRAY EXPENSES for Clayton
Coffman, injured in an accident, will be held at the Ice
House, 1612 E. Third St. May 12. Serving of barbecue
plates and fish plates at $7 each will begin at 11 a.m.
There will be door prizes, an auction, live music and
more.

• CROSS STITCHERS ARE NEEDED to stitch a
square for the annual Howard County Fair quilt. The
quilt theme this year is “Animals of Texas.” Stitchers
may pick up a pattern kit, containing everything they
will need to finish the square, from the Posey Cotton
Office, 601 Scurry. Squares need to be completed with-
in the next several weeks to allow time to piece the
quilt together and get it quilted. Funds raised through
tickets sold on the quilt go to pay the expenses associ-
ated with the Howard County Fair. The fair will be
Sept. 26-29.

• ALL CREATURES SANCTUARY AND RESCUE
has an account set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608
N. Highway 87 for all types of metals and aluminum
cans. See John Kimberly, manager or Cruz Rodriquez,
metal specialist, to make your donations. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. The sanctuary is also still tak-
ing weight circles off of all Purina Brand Dog Foods.
Send your Purina Weight Circles to A.C.S. & R. at P.O.
Box 871, Coahoma 79511. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue  has an account also set up with Howard
County Feed and Supply at 701 E. Second St. For dona-
tions of coastal or grass hay for a rescue horse.

• CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP IS COL-
LECTING INFANT CAR SEATS AND CARRIERS.
These are given to new mothers who cannot afford
them. To donate your old or new car seats and carri-
ers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at
Christ Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations
are appreciated.

• NEW LIFE MINISTRIES Church of God In Christ
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

TUESDAY
• The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI)

support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has
a mental illness or has a friend or family with mental
illness is invited to participate. Call Felicia Talley at
268-3835 for more information.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• Dual Recovery Anonymous (DRA), 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

at the Howard County Library Basement Community
Room. DRA is a 12-step meeting for those who have a
desire to stop drinking and/or using drugs and also
have a mental or emotional illness.

All meetings are non-smoking and coffee is not avail-
able but members can bring their own coffee or non-
alcoholic beverage. For more information, call Deidra
F. at (432) 816-3033. Leave a message if you get voice
mail.

Sunday...Partly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the mid 80s.
South winds 10 to 20 mph.  

Sunday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Cooler. Lows
in the mid 50s. South winds 15 to 20 mph shifting to
the northeast 10 to 15 mph after midnight.  

Monday...Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. Cooler. Highs in the mid
60s. Northeast winds 10 to 15 mph.  

Monday night...Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid 50s.  

Tuesday...Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 60s.  

Tuesday night...Partly cloudy with a 30 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
upper 50s.  

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s.  
Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper

50s.  
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 80s.  
Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper

50s.  
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 80s.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Friday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 11-13-31-32-34.
Number matching five of five: 0.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Saturday night.

•••
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday night by

the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-8-3

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Obituaries

Lottery

Weather

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at

5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758. 

• Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the
Big Spring High School band hall. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets in the First Christian Church of Big Spring,
911 Goliad. A different program is offered every
week. Enter through the south side door off 10th
Street. Call 213-1342 for more information. Weigh-in
starts at 5 p.m.; meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.

• Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m.
in the Howard County Library Dorothy Lamb meet-
ing room, 500 S. Main Street. The public is welcome. 

•The Christian Motorcyclists Association meets at
7 p.m. at TravelCenters of America truck stop. 

• Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library
Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for
more information. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

• Big Spring Society of the Order of Beacieants
meets at 6:30 p.m. for a meal with meeting that
begins at 7:30 p.m. at 221 Main.

•Big Spring Commandry meets at 7:30 p.m. at 221
Main.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call
268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club. 

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Take Note

Support Groups
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BRIEFS
Continued from Page 1B

p.m. Monday, May 21, at
the high school.

School officials moved
the event’s date to acco-
modate tennis players
who will be playing at the
state tennis tournament
on the originally sched-
uled date of May 7.

Tickets, priced at $10
each, are available at the
high school office and
must now be purchased
by Wednesday, May 16.

For more information,
contact Debbie Burton at
457-2223.

Texas Tech schedules
summer sports camps

Texas Tech University
has scheduled several
sports camps for this
summer.

The Tim Siegel Tennis
Camps are set for June 2-
6 and June 17-21. The
overnight camps are for
players 8 to 17 of all abili-
ty levels.

For more information,
call Siegel at 806-742-3355,
ext. 277.

The Texas Tech Golf

Camp for boys and girls
ages 11 to 18 will be June
8-11.

For information on that
camp, call 806-742-3355,
ext. 272.

The Texas Tech High
Altitude Cross Country
Camp will be Aug. 6-10at
Cloudcroft, N.M.

For information, call
Jon Murray at 806-742-
3355, ext. 287.

The Wes Kittley
Caampions Track and
Field Camp for boys and
girls between the ages of
10 and 18 will be June 17-
20.

For information call Joe
Walker at 806-742-3355,
ext. 249.

Information on all the
Tech athletics camps is
available online at
www.texastech.com.

Teenage baseball
league to begin

The Big Spring Teen
Baseball league is now
looking for coaches or
anyone willing to help
with the leaguen this sea-
son.

If interested, call Randy
Phillips at 264-6600 or 517-
0399.

Baseball umpires
needed for season

The Big Spring Umpires
Association is looking for
individuals interested in
umpiring baseball for the
2007 Little League season.

If interested, call
Bradley Garrison at 213-
1300.
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LAMB’S
All-Works

• Mobile Oil Change • Pressure Washing

• General Contracting • Tree Trimming

• Tree Removal • Paint Removal

432-935-9858
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By ERIC RODEWALD
Special to the Herald

Howard College’s
Hawks earned a double-
header sweep of Frank
Phillips College Friday
afternoon at Jack Barber
Field thanks to the per-
formances of sophomore
left-handed pitchers Ryan
Robinson and Brett Hokr.

Robinson took a 2-1 vic-
tory in Game 1 while
Hokr pitched his way to
an 8-3 nightcap win in the
pair’s final outing as
Hawks.

In the bottom of the first
inning of the opener,
Howard's Cameron
Monger led off with a sin-
gle and moved to second
on a hit by Tyler
Ladendorf. 

A botched double steal
attempt erased the
nation's leader in stolen
bases, Ladendorf, from
the base paths. On the
next pitch, Monger stole
third and then scored the
first run of the game, as
Nate Bryan grounded out
to the second baseman
giving Howard a 1-0 lead.

Frank Phillips
answered in the top of the
second thanks to a
Howard error. FPC led off
with a pair of singles and
a throwing error on a
double play ball, allowing
FPC to tie the score at 1-1.

In the bottom of the
fourth inning, Jeff Ward
walked and scored the go-
ahead run on a RBI dou-
ble by Barret Lowenstein
to take a 2-1 lead which
would stand for the final
of game one.

In the night cap,
Howard scored one run in
the bottom of the first,
but FPC answered with
two runs in the top of the
second, taking a 2-1 lead. 

The Hawks quickly
erased that lead, scoring
three runs in the second
inning and four more in
the third for an 8-2 lead.
FPC tacked on one run in
the seventh as the Hawks
preserved the 8-3 victory
in nine innings. 

Howard (34-20, 13-17 in
the WJCAC) concluded
the season Saturday at
home with Frank Phillips
in a doubleheader.

Hawks’ lefties
yield 2-1, 8-3
sweep of FPC

Courtesy photo

Sophomore left-handed pitcher Ryan Robinson delivers a pitch in the final outing of his Howard College career on Friday
against Frank Phillips College.

COAHOMA
Continued from Page 1B

had a nice performance at
the plate. She was 2-for-3
with two singles and a
walk. Unfortunately, the
Bulldogettes were never
able to string together
any more hits to take
advantage of Gonzales’
presence on base.

The Bulldogettes scored
their first runs in the first

inning. With two out,
Martinez singled to keep
the inning alive. Sterling
immediately took advan-
tage  of the base runner
by hitting her home run.

Coahoma extended its
lead to 3-0 in the sixth
inning when Aricka Hart,
in the game as a courtesy
runner for Gonzales,
crossed the plate after a
wild pitch.

Blanco was able to final-
ly catch up to Newton’s
pitches in the bottom of

the sixth inning. The
Lady Panthers scored a
run on a double to deep
right field, trimming the
edge to 3-1. 

Sterling scored
Coahoma’s final run in
the seventh inning. She
hit the ball to deep right
field over the head of the
fielder and stretched the
hit into a triple. On the
play at third, the ball
sailed past the third base-
man, allowing Sterling
reach the plate.

BSGS
Continued from Page 1B

shined at the plate, going
2-for-4 with an RBI triple
and scoring a run.

The Lady Huskies were
first to get on the score-
board when Brenda
Hernandez, a thorn in Big
Spring’s side for the
entire game, singled to
right to score two runs in
the second inning. 

Hernandez would later
cross the plate in the sec-
ond inning along with
Kristin Sameneia as
Chapin strung together
several consecutive hits. 

The Lady Steers would
respond to the 4-0 deficit

in the third inning when
Rodriguez doubled to
right-center field, allow-
ing Heinis and Amber
Sides to score, halving the
Chapin lead. 

Chapin picked back up
with its scoring in the
fifth inning when Loren
Phelps scored one of her
three runs on a throwing
error, making the score 5-
2. 

The Lady Huskies
would add another run in
the sixth inning.
Hernandez struck again,
hitting a triple to right
that allowed Phelps to
score.

Down 6-2 in the seventh
inning, the Lady Steers
came close to putting
together a great rally.

Senior Desiree Yanez
drew a walk to lead off
the inning. 

Yanez would score
when the next batter,
Heinis, pulled the ball
down the right field line
just out of the Chapin
first baseman’s reach.
Heinis’ triple put the
Lady Steers within three
runs of Chapin. 

Unfortunately, the Lady
Steers were unable to pro-
duce any more hits and
Chapin packed in the
win.

Contact Sports Writer
Jonathan Hull by calling
him at 263-7331, ext. 237,
or e-mail him at
sports@bigspringherald.c
om

FORSAN
Continued from Page 1B

run, I was just looking to
drive the ball,” Jones
said. “Fortunately, it gave
us a big lift.”

After Jones’ home run,
the Lady Buffs settled in
on both offense and
defense, taking the lead
for good in the fourth on a
RBI single by Haylie
Burleson, then burying
the Lady Jackrabbits
with 13 runs over the
course of the final three
innings.

For the evening, Forsan

clanged out 15 hits
against Calderon while
taking advantage of five
Ralls errors.

In the field, meanwhile,
freshman pitcher
Amanda Longorio over-
came an early case of
nerves to hold Ralls at
bay in the late going.

“I think it was a case of
us finally getting warmed
up,” Longorio said. “I was
pretty nervous at the
start. I guess I was think-
ing too much about pitch-
ing in the playoffs.”

“Amanda started out a
little shaky ... but I think
she did a fantastic job,”

Roberts said. “She got
stronger as the game
went on.”

Longorio struck out
seven, walked three and
scattered three hits to
pick up the complete
game victory.

Forsan and Ralls contin-
ued their series late
Saturday morning at
Towle Park in Snyder.
Results were unavailable
at press time.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Big Spring’s Courtney Heinis takes a cut late in Friday’s loss to El Paso Chapin.
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Breakthrough FDA Approved Treatment
For Gum Disease

Laser Assisted New Attachment Procedure
Laser ANAP®

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*1st & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

Therapeutic Treatment Procedure
A) Perio probe indicates excessive pocket depth.

B) Laser light kills bacteria and diseased tissue.

C) Ultrasonic scaler and special hand instruments are used to 
remove root tarter.

D) Laser finishes cleaning and sterilizing pocket which aids in
sealing the pocket closed so new germs cannot enter.

E) Reattachment of connective tissue to the clean root surface,
with a stable fibrin clot and gingival crest to create
“a closed system.”

F) Bite trauma is adjusted

G) New attachment is regenerated. New bone and new ligament
are formed and healing occurs.

David L. Ward DDS, PC
Call today for more information

1500 Scurry Road • Big Spring, TX

(432) 267-1677 • www.davidwarddds.com

26575

HEARING CENTER

Free two-year
repair warranty

Valid only at Dora Roberts Rehab Center

Free two-year
repair warranty

Valid only at Dora Roberts Rehab Center

Why This Hearing Aid?
• Feedback is no longer an issue,

no more annoying whistling
and squealing

• Manages noise so hearing,
comfort and quality are enhanced

• Adapts to changing environments; as 
sounds change, Radius changes

• Improves speech intelligibility in
noise; Radius instantly reacts 
and responds automatically;
no manual adjustments needed

Don’t miss another moment.
Call 432-267-3806 today!

Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation

Center
Since 1961 - Big Spring’s #1 Choice

Made Possible by Nano Technology

Radius is the first hearing aid to feature Nanotechnology, a
technology so smart, it’s nearly human. This innovation makes it
possible for Radius to recognize, remember and classify the
sounds YOU hear, so you never have to make an adjustment.

Call 432-267-3806 to schedule an appointment for
a FREE demonstration of this amazing technology

Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation

Center

Call 432-267-3806 today for a FREE
demonstration of this amazing technology!

Kirstin Marshall
Bride Elect Of

Toland Smith

Our Featured Couple of the week has select-
ed from our extensive line of pottery, china,

crystal, flatware serving pieces & many
other beautiful accents.

Included Below Are Our Other Family Registrees

Mandee Fernandez & Rick Eanes
Lilly McBride & Ryan Moses
Kynzi Roberts & Justin Kaczyk
Krystle Long & Jeremy Walker
Kara Kingery & Jarred Rowden
Meghann Turney & Jesse Metcalf
Brittany Roberson & Lance Brock
Jennifer James & Roy Lee Metcalf

Kimberly McLellan & Cade Emerson
LeDawn Burt & Josh Liles
Carmen Hipp & Jeremy Collier
Kami Hambrick & Aaron Winter
Bri Edwards & Wes Mouton
Meagan Kothmann & John Jenkins
Kristin Marshall & Toland Smith

Custom Invitations For Showers,
Weddings & Anniversaries.
By Invitation Only Located In Elrod’s

Elrod’s Accents
2309 Scurry                             267-8491
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Anniversary▼

Gene and Frankie Simpkins
Gene and Frankie

Simpkins of Big Spring
celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on
Saturday, May 5, 2007, at
a reception held at East
Side Baptist Church, host-
ed by their family.

The children of Gene
and Frankie are Mitzi
Kriesel and husband
Buck, of Joshua; and
Kerry Simpkins and wife
Heather, of Clyde. Their
son Kerry Simpkins
passed away in December
2006. They have four
grandsons, Jeremy Sevey,
USN PO3, Jacksonville,
Fla.; Brad Bair and his
fiancée, Lidia Rodriguez,
of Big Spring; Matthew
Sevey, ARFOTC, of San
Angelo; Archie Simpkins
of Longview; two grand-
daughters, Jami Keith
and husband, James, of
Clyde and Robyn Kriesel,
RAF Lakenheath,
England; great-grand-
daughter, Kalysta Keith
of Clyde. They had two

great-granddaughters,
Kayden and Kaia Keith,
who passed in infancy.

Gene was born in
Rochester to the late Ott
and Bertha Simpkins.
Frankie was born in
Eindburg to the late S.F.
and Willie Mae Turner.
Gene and Frankie were
introduced by her sister
and married in Rochester.
Gene proudly served his
country in the U.S. Army
during the Korean
Conflict from 1954
through 1956.

After their marriage,
Gene worked for
Firestone in Abilene for
seven years then trans-
ferred to the Big Spring
store as service manager.
After Firestone closed, he
worked for Grady Walker
L.P. Gas for 10 years and
now works part-time for
Trio Fuels/Eddins-
Walcher. 

Frankie worked for
Texas Education Agency
for 15 years and then

became an administrative
assistant to the school
food service director of
the BSISD, retiring in
1996.

They owned and operat-
ed Crossroad Conver-
sions, a Motor Trike deal-
er, for the past 10 years.
They worship at East Side
Baptist Church were
Gene is a trustee and
Frankie serves as assis-
tant treasurer.

In their 50 years of mar-
riage, they have traveled
in 39 states on their
motorcycle and in their
recreational vehicles and
plan to visit the others.
Their next adventure is to
go on an Alaskan cruise
in June.

Their comment regard-
ing the past 50 years is,
“together, with God’s
guidance, we found a
friendship, raised a fami-
ly, made numerous
friends, and built a beau-
tiful marriage.”

Contact the Herald at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

Special to the Herald

GARDEN CITY —
Brooke Halfmann, daugh-
ter of Sharon and Gary
Halfmann, will attend the
Business Professionals of
American (BPA) 2007
National Leadership
Conference, “Destination:
Success,” in New York
starting Wednesday.

Halfmann, a member of

the Garden
City chapter,
will join over
6,000 other
BPA confer-
ence delegates
from across
the nation to
participate in
national-level
business skill

competitions, workshops,
general sessions, and the
national officer candidate

campaign and elections.
Brooke will compete in

Integrated Office
Applications.

“The conference will be
the culmination of a
school year’s worth of
business workforce edu-
cation and training which
members of the local
chapter of BPA at Garden
City have received,” said
Reta Bell, chapter advi-
sor.

Halfmann

Halfmann to attend BPA conference
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Texas taxpayers over
the age of 65 or disabled
will be paying close atten-
tion to the May 12 elec-
tion, as a proposed
amendment to the Texas
Constitution should offer
many tax relief.

According to local elec-
tion officials, the amend-
ment is meant to address
Texas taxpayers over the
age of 65 or who are dis-
abled, and were unable to
benefit from last year’s
state mandated reduction
in school district taxes.

“Currently under Texas
law, homeowners who are
65 years of age or older,
or have a disability, are
eligible to receive a ceil-
ing on the amount of
school property taxes
they will owe on their res-
idence homestead based
on the amount they owed
the year the qualified for
the ceiling,” said Saundra

Bloom, election adminis-
trator for Howard
County.

“When the 79th
Legislature passed school
property tax cuts in their
third called session in
2006, those elderly and
disabled Texans whose
property taxes were
already frozen did not
receive a corresponding
reduction in their school
property taxes... This
amendment would pro-
vide such a reduction for
the 2006 and 2007 tax
years.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

VOTE
Continued from Page 1A

first week completed, and
despite changes in the
location in the court-
house, have actually
received a welcome
response from most vot-
ers.

“We were a little con-
cerned how people would
receive having to go up to
the third floor to vote
instead of having the
polls located in the
lobby,” said Bloom.
“However, we’ve gotten a
lot of positive feedback
from voters. They like the
privacy, and everything
isn’t as cramped.

“There was also some
concern about people hav-
ing to take the elevator,
but most of the people I
see are taking the stairs
because they say they
need the exercise. So
we’re very pleased with
everything thus far.”

In the city of Big
Spring, a three-way race
for the mayoral seat has

taken shape, as incum-
bent Russ McEwen is
defending his seat against
challengers Shannon
Thomason and James
“Jim” Hicks.

The District 5 seat on
the Big Spring City
Council also has a trio of
candidates, as Troy
Tompkins, Woody
Jumper and David Scott
vie for the position. Long-
time District 5 representa-
tive Joann Knox is not
running for re-election.

In the city of Coahoma,
all three incumbents —
David Elmore, Ricky
Stone and Mayor Bill
Read — are running for
re-election. Read is being
challenged by Billy
Sullivan, while Odis
Franklin filed his candi-
dacy for one of the two at-
large seats on the council.

Howard College is also
part of this year’s election
effort, but not in the form
of trustee seats. The
junior college has a bond
issue on the May 12 ballot
totaling $21.6 million in
hopes of funding numer-
ous repairs to the campus

and its structures and
infrastructure.

Big Spring, Coahoma,
Forsan and Stanton
school districts are also
holding contested elec-
tions this year.

In Big Spring, two of the
three trustee seats up for
election this year are con-
tested. Terri Myrick is
challenging incumbent
Mike Dawson in District
5, while  Jeff Brorman
and Tom Ralston are con-
testing incumbent Ricky
Robertson for the District
6 position.

Coahoma ISD has three
candidates vying for two
at-large positions on its
school board. Danny
Martin joins incumbents
Sissy Franklin and James
White on the ballot.

Forsan ISD voters are
deciding between four
candidates for two at-
large positions.
Incumbent Tom Bill
Kuykendall is vying with
Chris Evans, Nancy
Raney and Glenn Graves.

Dr. Pablo Teveni and
Darren Patrick are run-
ning for the District 5

trustee position on the
Stanton ISD school board.

Glasscock County and
Grady school districts
will not hold trustee elec-
tions until November,
officials at those schools
said.

Early voting will be
held through Tuesday. 

Big Spring and Forsan
voters can cast early bal-
lots at the Howard County
Courthouse, while
Coahoma voters can vote
early at the Coahoma
Community Center.

Early voting hours are
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
only Monday and
Tuesday remaining to
cast ballots early.

Early voting for the
Stanton ISD election is
being held at the Martin
County Courthouse.

For more information
on early voting, contact
Bloom at 264-2273.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

SMOKING
Continued from Page 1A

Local smoking restric-
tions would not be affect-
ed.

Rep. Myra Crownover,
the Lake Dallas
Republican pushing the
measure, said the ban is
needed to protect workers
and other people regular-
ly exposed to second-hand
smoke.

“This bill does not tell
anybody whether they
should or should not
smoke. It’s none of my
business,” Crownover
said. “I am a huge
respecter of individual
liberties and private prop-
erty rights. (But) we
know second-hand smoke
is very harmful.”

Opponents railed
against the measure as a
violation of private prop-
erty rights, bad for busi-
ness and mean to smok-

ers. And they substantial-
ly weakened the bill with
amendments to exempt
bars from the ban.

“As a state we do not
have the right to tell pri-
vate property owners
what they can and cannot
do in their business,” said
Rep. Gary Elkins, R-
Houston.

Crownover said she will
try to remove the bar ban
next week.

Seventeen states,
including California and
New York, have compre-
hensive smoking bans; 13

others are considering
them. Houston, Austin, El
Paso and other Texas
cities already have com-
prehensive smoking bans.

Smoke-Free Texas, a
coalition of the American
Cancer Society, American
Lung Association,
American Heart
Association and Texas
PTA, is pushing the mea-
sure. 

The groups released a
poll showing that a major-
ity of Texans favor a
statewide smoking ban in
public places.
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One of Texas� best source of Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 
(432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.

Since 1947
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The Minority Leadership 
Of Big Spring 

Endorses Russ McEwen 
For Mayor:

Emma Brown, County Commissioner

Stephanie Horton, City Council

Manuel Ramirez, Jr., City Council

Irene Galan, BSISD Board of Trustees

Maria Padilla, BSISD Board of Trustees

John Ybarra, President, LULAC Chapter

Raul Marquez, Vice President LUCAC Chapter

Re-elect 
Russ McEwen For Mayor
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Paid for by the Russ McEwen for Mayor campaign, Cheryl L. Clinton, treasurer

1 Bedroom - $425 • 2 Bedroom - $575 • 3 Bedroom - $690

Coronado Hills Apartments
801 W. Marcy • 432-267-6500

Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn.
2-3 Bedroom

“Remember...you deserve the best!!”
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Lidia L. Flores, 77,
died Wednesday.
Funeral Mass was at 11:
00 A.M. Saturday, at
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church with burial at
Trinity Memorial Park.   

Felix Galan, 79, died
Wednesday. Funeral
Services were at 3:00 PM
Saturday at La Fe
Baptist Church with
burial at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.

Jewelers

NEW STORE HOURS:

TUESDAY THRU
SATURDAY

10 AM - 6 PM
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1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ SPIDERMAN 3 (PG-13)  1:10  4:10  7:10 10:10

◆ DISTURBIA (PG-13)  1:10  4:10  7:10 10:10

◆ SPIDERMAN 3 (2) (PG-13)   1:30  4:20  7:20  10:20

◆ NEXT (PG-13)  1:30  4:30  7:30  10:30

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 5/4/07 THRU 5/10/07
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

28295

TRIAL
Continued from Page 1A

Big Spring Emergency
Medical Response units
were dispatched to the
Harris residence at about
12:12 p.m. Sunday, March
13, 2005, where they found
Ms. Harris unconscious.

She was transported to
Scenic Mountain Medical
Center. Police were then
called to the hospital
because of the nature and

seriousness of her
injuries, according to
information released by
the Big Spring Police
Department.

Later that day, BSPD
officers interviewed
Preston Harris, who was
arrested on charges of
injury to the elderly with
serious bodily injury.

Harris was charged
with murder after his
mother’s death, but was
later indicted for injury
to the elderly. Both
charges are first-degree

felonies, and are punish-
able by a term of between
five and 99 years, or life,
in prison, and a fine not
to exceed $10,000.

Jury selection is to start
at 9 a.m. in 118th District
Court, with the trial to
begin at 1 p.m. the same
day.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Wrecker crews try to separate a Ford pickup from a tractor-trailer just north of Interstate 20 on Highway 87 Saturday morn-
ing. No injuries were reported in the accident, which occured adjacent to the Travelcenters of America truck stop.

Special to the Herald

Eleven members of the
Big Spring High School
Student Council were in
attendance with 4,100 stu-
dents from across the
state at the Texas
Association of Student
Councils State
Conference held in
Arlington April 26-28.

The BSHS Student
Council received the fol-
lowing awards at the con-
ference: Outstanding
Student Council,
Outstanding D.A.S.H.
(Drugs, Alcohol, Safety &
Health) School,
Outstanding Energy
School, Outstanding
Pride and Patriotism
School, and Outstanding
Community Service. By
receiving these awards,
Big Spring was among

only 182 out of 1,300
schools in the state to
receive the Sweepstakes
Award.

The 2006-2007 Student
Council Officers who
attended were: Blake
Roach, president; Porscha
Knowlton, vice president;
Amber Miller, secretary. 

The newly elected offi-
cers for 2007-2008 who
attended were Lance
Gross, president; Kady
Knox and Joey Rios, vice
presidents; Porscha
White, secretary; Cade
Hollandsworth, parlia-
mentarian; Chelsea
Franco, DASH officer;
and Ariel Johnson, 2007-
2008 junior class presi-
dent. 

Sharion Richardson,
advisor, accompanied the
students to the confer-
ence.

BSHS Student Council
attends state conference

Amendment on
statewide ballots
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BOB BROCK
Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

★★ ★     CARS    ★ ★ ★
2007 Ford Taurus SEL - Windveil Blue w/Pebble Leather, 3.0 V-6, All Power,
Loaded w/10,000 Miles.      MSRP When New $24,205.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2007 Ford Taurus SEL - Arizona Beige w/Pebble Premium Leather, 3.0 V-6,
Power, Moonroof, Fully Loaded, Only 13,000 Miles.  MSRP When New $25,100.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Silver Metallic w/Leather, All Power, Skylight w/41,000
Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $21,995

2004 Ford Focus ZTS 4-DR - Black, Automatic, All Power, Local One Owner
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $13,995 NOW $11,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Dark Blue w/Leather, Loaded, Local One Owner With
30,100 Miles.
Was $22,995 NOW $21,995

2003 Mazda MX-5 Miata Convertible LS - Silver, Fully Loaded, Leather, Local
One Owner w/40,200 Miles.
Was $17,995 NOW $16,995

2003 Toyota Celica GT - Red, All Power, Extra Clean, One Owner w/37,000 Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995

2003 Lincoln Town Car Cartier - White Tri-Coat, w/Leather, Super Nice, Loaded,
Local One owner, 57,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2003 Ford Taurus SES - Light Blue, w/Cloth, Extra Clean, Automatic, All Power.
Was $10,995 NOW $9,995

2002 Ford Taurus SES - Arizona Beige, Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned w/68,000
Miles.
Was $10,995 NOW $9,995

2002 Honda Accord Special Edition Coupe - White, All Power, Local One Owner
w/64,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2002 Lincoln Town Car Cartier Edition - Pearl White w/Leather, All Power,
Local One Owner w/39,000 Miles.
Was $17,995 NOW $16,995

2002 Ford Focus ZX5 - Silver, w/Cloth, Automatic, All Power, 39,000 Miles.
Was $11,995 NOW $10,995

2000 Ford Taurus SE - Dark Blue, w/Cloth, Automatic Super Clean, Local One
Owner, 59,000 Miles.
Was $8,995 NOW $7,995

500 W. 4th 267-7424Big Spring Texas • 1-800-288-3082

AApprriill SShhoowweerrss BBrriinnggss SSaavviinnggss IInn MMaayy

2006 Ford Fusion S - Oxford White, Stone Cloth, All Power, 2.3-4-Cyl., 12,000
Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2006 Ford Taurus SEL - Dark Red, Gray Leather, 3.0 V-6, Moonroof, All Power,
12,000 Miles.   MSRP When New $24,870.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

2006 Ford Taurus SE - White w/Flint Cloth, 3.0 V-6, All Power, 14,000 Miles.
MSRP When New $21,450.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2006 Ford Mustang V-6 - Satin Silver w/Graphite Cloth, All Power, Spoiler, Sport
Pkg., 21,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2006 Mercury Grand Marquis Premium LS - Tungsten Clearcoat w/Light Stone
Leather, 14,000 Miles, MSRP WHEN NEW $31,060.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2006 Ford Taurus SEL - Arizona Beige w/Pebble Cloth, All Power w/17,000 Miles.
MSRP WHEN NEW $23,030.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995

2006 Ford Taurus SE - Tungsten Metallic w/Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned
w/32,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2006 Ford Mustang GT - Blue, w/Cloth, All Power, 5-Speed, Manual
Transmission, Local One Owner, 21,600 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2007 Ford Freestar SEL Van - Dune Pearl w/Pebble Leather, Quad Captain
Chairs And 3rd Row Leather Seat, Dual Air/Heat, Totally Loaded w/16,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2006 Ford Freestyle SEL - White, w/Leather, DVD/TV, 6 Disc CD, Loaded, Super
Nice, 25,000 Miles.
Was $22,995 NOW $21,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver, Cloth, All Power, Local One Owner w/35,000
Miles.
Was $19,995 NOW $16,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver w/Cloth, All Power, One Owner w/55,000 Miles.
Was $17,995 NOW $16,995

2004 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer - White/Tan w/Tan Leather, All Power, Local
One Owner w/60,000 Miles.
Was $23,995 NOW $22,995

2002 Ford Escape XLT - Yellow w/Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned, 48,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2002 Ford Expedition 4X4 XLT - Red/Tan, Tan Leather, Fiberglass Boards, One
Owner w/88,000 Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

2002 Chevrolet Suburban LT - Pewter w/Leather, All Power, Local One Owner
w/64,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $18,995

2002 Chevrolet Blazer LS - White/Cloth, All Power, 56,000 Miles.
Was $12,995 NOW $9,995

2001 Lincoln Navigator 4X4 - White w/Leather, All Power, Local One Owner
w/81,000 Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

1999 GMC Surburban LT - Tan w/Leather, All Power, Locally Owned, Over 100K
Miles.
Was $11,995 NOW $9,995

★ ★ ★ SUV’s & VANS  ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
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★ ★ ★ CARS ★ ★ ★

2005 Volkswagen New Beetle GLS - Dark Blue w/Tan Leather, Automatic, Local
One Owner w/Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2005 Ford Mustang GT - Dark Red With Red Leather, 5-Speed Manual
Transmission, Local One Owner With 10,000 Miles.
Was $25,995 NOW $24,995

2005 Nissan Sentra 1.8S - Maroon w/Cloth, All Power, Local One Owner w/22,000
Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2005 Nissan Altima 2.5S - Red, w/Cloth, Automatic, All Power, 25,000 Miles.
Was $17,995 NOW $16,995

2004 Lincoln Town Car Signature Series - Silver Frost, Leather, All Power,
Local One Owner w/27,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $22,995

2004 Ford Mustang - Black w/Cloth, 6 Cyl., 5 Speed, All Power, Local One Owner
w/23,000 Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Black w/Leather, All Power, Skylight, Local One
Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $21,995

★ ★ ★ TRUCKS ★ ★ ★
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Silver Clearcoat w/Flint Cloth Captain Chairs,
Sport Bedliner, 5.4 V-8, All Power w/13,000 Miles.
Was $25,995 NOW $24,995

2005 Ford F150 Supercab XL 4X4 - White, V-8, air, Automatic, Local One Owner
w/60,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $18,995

2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Gray, w/Cloth, Local One Owner.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2004 Ford Ranger Supercab Edge - Red, V-6, All Power, Local One Owner
w/58,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

2004 Ford Ranger Supercab XLT 4-DR. - Beige, 6-Cyl., Automatic, All Power,
Local One Owner w/55,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

All Prices Have Been Reduced!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

2004 Ford F350 6.0L Diesel 4X2 - Copper, w/Leather, King Ranch, Super Clean,
Loaded.
Was $26,995 NOW $25,995
2003 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Silver w/Cloth, V-6, Local One Owner w/64,000
Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995
2003 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Ext. Cab LT Z71 - Black w/Leather, Sat. Radio,
OnStar, All Power, One Owner w/62,000 Miles.
Was $22,995 NOW $21,995

2003 Ford F150 Supecrew 4X4 - Blue, w/Leather, Lariat, Loaded, Local Owned,
53,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

1994 Chevrolet 1500 Reg. Cab SWB - Teal w/Cloth, 350 V8, Nice, Nice 94 Model.
Was $7,995 NOW $6,995

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — The wins,
the streaks, maybe even
the MVP award — they’re
all meaningless now to
the Dallas Mavericks.

The only things anyone
will remember about
their 2006-07 season is
colossal failure and how
little Dirk Nowitzki did to
prevent it.

Dallas didn’t merely fail
to win a championship.
The Mavs didn’t even get
out of the first round,
making it two straight
embarrassing playoff
exits, both featuring
Nowitzki more as a
bystander than a differ-
ence maker.

“It’s not like last year in
the finals, which was
very painful,” owner
Mark Cuban said after
Golden State eliminated
Dallas late Thursday
night. “It’s the first round
and we couldn’t get it
done. We’ll move on.”

OK. But in what direc-
tion?

Cuban maintains “we’re
not going to blow every-
thing up,” so don’t look
for anything drastic such
as trading Nowitzki or fir-
ing coach Avery Johnson.

Still, something has to
be done to find the guy or
guys who can prevent
meltdowns — such as let-
ting a 42-win team oust a
67-win club, and blowing
a 2-0 lead in the finals.

“We just didn’t have the
energy, we just didn’t
have the concentration,”
Johnson said, describing
the Golden State series in
a way that also sums up
Dallas’ loss to Miami in
last year’s finals. “What
bothers me more than
anything, we just didn’t

have the confidence. And
we just got rattled, and
that’s not good.”

The Mavericks won the
most games in franchise
history and might have
had more victories if
Johnson hadn’t backed off
after clinching the
league’s best record. They
still lost only 11 times
after an 0-4 start.

They did it with a roster
designed to win in a vari-
ety of ways. That’s how
they strung together
streaks of 12 and 13 wins
in a row, then a franchise-
best 17-game run. No
other NBA team ever has
had three streaks of at
least 12 straight wins in a
season.

Nowitzki was the best
player on the best team,
earning the first All-Star
game start by a Dallas
player and likely earning
him the MVP award in a
few weeks. If so, it’ll be
the first for someone
knocked out in the open-
ing round of the playoffs
since Houston’s Moses
Malone 25 years ago.

Against Golden State’s
smaller lineup, Nowitzki
was uncomfortable from
the start and never found
a groove. He dazzled the
last 3:20 of Game 5, but
Game 6 already was a lost
cause by the time he
made his second shot.

“You play your heart
out for six, seven months,
you win 67 games, and it
really means nothing at
this point,” Nowitzki
said. “This is tough to
swallow.”

The Warriors series
may have helped the
Mavericks plot their off-
season plans by confirm-
ing one suspicion
(Nowitzki’s lack of leader-
ship) and exposing sever-

al weaknesses: the lack of
a forceful personality, the
need for low-post scoring
and the absence of a true
playmaker, someone who
can create his own shot or
set up everyone else.
Dallas fans agonizingly
know the point-guard pro-
totypes — Baron Davis
and Steve Nash.

Once the Mavs figure
out who they want to
inject new life into their
club, they’ll have to figure
out how to get him.

Free agency won’t be
the answer. Dallas
already is over the salary
cap, even with the big
contracts of Jerry
Stackhouse and Austin
Croshere expiring. The
Mavericks are likely to
try keeping Stackhouse; it
would be quite an indict-
ment of the franchise if
he opts to go elsewhere.

So for Dallas to shake
things up, it’ll have to be
through a trade.

Dealing Nowitzki would
be a bigger shocker than
losing to Golden State.
Giving up Josh Howard,
their only other All-Star,
would be a surprise, too,
although it takes some-
thing to get something.
Devin Harris and
DeSagana Diop also could
be trade bait, but their
youth and relatively
cheap contracts are also
reasons to keep them.

“I like the way we’ve
put this team together,”
Cuban said before Game
5. “This is not a team
where you need a lot of
changes.”

Before fans and NBA
historians write off this
team as underachievers,
remember that the
Warriors were the only
team the Mavs never beat
this regular season. In

fact, had Dallas won any
of the three meetings,
Golden State wouldn’t
have made the playoffs.
So there’s a good chance
the Mavericks would be
waiting for the Utah-
Houston winner right
now had anyone else land-
ed the No. 8 seed.

For many reasons,
Dallas simply was a bad
fit against Golden State,
setting the stage for one

of the biggest upsets in
NBA playoff history.

Statistically, it already
is because of the 25-game
disparity in regular-sea-
son records. But the
Warriors have been play-
ing so well since pairing a
healthy Davis with
Stephen Jackson that a
long playoff run is possi-
ble. That might let the
Mavs off history’s hook,
at least enough for the

dubious distinction of
“biggest upset” to remain
with the 1994 Seattle
SuperSonics, the first No.
1 seed to go down in the
opening round.

Cuban was quick to
point out a postscript on
those Sonics shortly after
his team joined them in
the record books.

“Two years later,” he
said, “Seattle was in the
finals.”

Dream season ends in nightmare for Mavericks, Nowitzki

MCT photo/Ron Jenkins/Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Dallas’ Dirk Nowitzki takes a rest in the second quarter during Game 6 of the NBA playoffs
against the Golden State Warriors at the Oracle Arena Thursday in Oakland. The Mavericks
lost and were eliminated from the playoffs.
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Deidra Deanne Hirt of
St. Lawrence and Jeremy
Joseph Wilcomb of
Houston were married
Dec. 30, 2006, at St.
Lawrence Catholic
Church with the Rev.
Bernard Getigan officiat-
ing.

The bride is the daugh-
ter of Chris and Lana Hirt
of St. Lawrence. She is
the granddaughter of
Laverne Schniers and the
late Jimmy Schniers of
Wall and Elsie Hirt and
the late Daniel Hirt of St.
Lawrence.

Jeremy is the son of
Ronnie and Kathy Beals
of Houston and Joe and
Ewa Wilcomb of Houston.
He is the grandson of
Norbert and Dorothy Ahr
of Houston and Pat Dean
of Floresville.

The bride was escorted
by her father and wore a
Maggie Sottero, white,
one-piece, strapless, slim
A-line gown with corset
back. The satin bodice
was ornamented with
romantic lace appliqués.
The sophisticated
dropped waistline was
accented with ruched
tulle band. The enchanti-
ng use of lace was repeat-
ed on the waist and
embellished the tulle
skirt and cathedral length
train. A tiara, necklace
and earrings of rhine-
stones and pearls com-
pleted a picture of ele-
gance.

Her bouquet was a
design of cascading white
roses and stephanotis
with Christmas greenery.
For something old and
borrowed, the bride wore
a pair of pearl and dia-
mond earrings borrowed
from her aunt. The new
was her dress and her
blue was a blue rosary
given to her by her grand-
mother Schniers and was
worn in her bouquet and
a blue garter given to her
by her mother.

Maid of honor was
Ashley Hirt of San
Angelo, sister of the
bride. Bridesmaids were
Amy Schwartz of St.
Lawrence, cousin of the
bride; Robin Hirt of San
Angelo, sister-in-law of
the bride; Megan
Schniers of Pflugerville,
cousin of the bride; Ami
Doss of Haltom City,
friend of the bride;
Sabrina Gentes of
Houston, sister of the
groom; and Amanda Hirt
of Lubbock, cousin of the
bride.

Junior Bridesmaid was
Breana Perkins of
Houston, niece of the
groom. Candle lighters
were Jill Hoelscher of
Uvalde, friend of the
bride; and Julie Hirt of St.
Lawrence, cousin of the
bride.

They wore Mori Lee,
chiffon one-piece, strap-
less, cornflower blue, A-
line gowns featuring an
asymmetrical, front
draped overskirt with cas-
cading flounce and rhine-
stone buttons. They car-
ried bouquets of white
roses and Christmas
greenery.

Best Man was Criag
Boutwell of Houston,
friend of the groom.
Groomsmen were Kevin
Carlson of Cypress, friend
of the groom; Chad Hirt of
San Angelo, brother of the
bride; Eric Elizondo of
Corpus Christi, friend of
the groom; Quentin
Coleman of Cypress,
friend of the groom; Sam
Johnson of Cyrpess,
friend of the groom; and
Greg Bray of Mesquite,
friend of the groom. They
wore boutonnières made
of Christmas greenery
and white roses.

Flower girls were Logan
Sandidge of Celina,
cousin of the bride; and
Harleigh Gentes of
Houston, niece of the
groom. They wore white,
cap-sleeved, tea-length
dresses with a satin
bodice ornamented with
lace appliqués and a full
gathered tulle skirt
accented with little, white
flowers. They wore small
rhinestone tiaras in their
hair and carried white
wired snowflake baskets
with white rose petals.

Lane Dophied of
Gunter, cousin of the
bride, and Bryson Hirt of
San Angelo, nephew of
the bride, were ring bear-
ers. One carried a white
satin and pearl ring box
and the other carried a
white satin, pearl and
lace pillow.

Ushers for the ceremony
were Brett Schniers of
Wall, cousin of the bride,
Kevin Schniers of Wall,
cousin of the bride, and
Doug Gentes of Houston,
brother-in-law of the
groom.

Alter servers were
Brian Hirt and Rachel
Hirt of St. Lawrence and
Tori Schniers of Wall, all
cousins of the bride.

Gift bearers were Katie
Landry, godmother of the
bride, Belinda Weishuhn,
confirmation sponsor of
the bride, Chris Hirt, god-
father of the groom, and
Doyle Schniers, godfather
of the bride.

Eucharistic ministers
were Ronda Whittley,
Linda Hirt and Susan
Hirt, all aunts of the

bride.
Program attendants

were Kyla Whittley,
Angela Jacob, cousins of
the bride, and Kayse
Renfro, friend of the
bride.

Organist was Loretta
Schaefer and the vocalist
was Kristina Melton.

The reception was held
in the St. Lawrence
parish hall immediately
following the ceremony.
It was decorated with a
winter wonderland
theme. The cake tables
were covered with silver
satin cloths overlaid with
white crystalline. 

The bride’s cake was
white with two three-tired
stacks of round cake lay-
ers connected with fresh,
white rose canopy bridge.
A two-tiered stack of
round cake layers with a
porcelain bride and
groom figurine sat
between them. Eight one
layer cakes surrounded
the base of the cake and
were surrounded with
fresh white roses,
Christmas greenery and
snow. Fondant icing and
butter cream curliques
decorated the cake.

The grooms cake was
three chocolate cakes atop
three silver stands and
decorated with light
chocolate butter cream
icing and dark chocolate
chip pieces pressed into
the sides. Chocolate cov-
ered strawberries decorat-
ed the tops of the three
cakes. The table was
accented with Christmas
greenery, pine cones,
white candles, a picture
of the bride and groom
and snow.

The punch table held a
silver punch bowl, cham-
pagne fountain and can-
delabra with crystal serv-
ing dishes. Fresh white
roses and Christmas
greenery decorated the
table. The hot beverage
table served coffee and
hot apple cider in an
antique silver serving set.

A dinner and dance
were held. The setting
was romantically lit by
candles and Christmas
lights. The tables were
covered with silver table

covers and draped with
white sheer adorned with
crystalline clusters. The
centerpieces were mixes
of white flowers accented
with ice crystal pieces,
Christmas greenery and
candles. The register
table held photos of the
bride, white candles and
white wired snowflake
card basket.

The bride is a 2000 grad-
uate of Garden City High
School and a 2004 gradu-
ate of Texas Tech
University. She is an
account executive at
Pressing Promos in
Houston. 

The groom is a 2000
graduate of Cypress Falls
High School and a 2006
graduate of Texas Tech
University. He manages
Buffalo Wild Wings in
Houston. 

After the honey trip to
Walt Disney World in
Orlando, Fla., the coupe
made their home in
Houston.
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Show your 
special graduate 

how proud
you are 
of their 

great success!

John,
Wishing you

 the 

“Best of  Luck”

in all your
 future

endeavors!!

Continue putting you
r

trust in G
od’s hands,

and you will go far 
in life.

We Love You !

All of Your 
Family

John Doe

Senior 2007

710 Scurry St. • Big Spring, TX 79720
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Bring your photos to The Herald by Thur., May 14
or mail with your check for $20 to PO Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721
Send SASE for photos return or you may pick them up after May 28

These Keepsakes will be published in our
““SSaalluuttee  TToo  AArreeaa  GGrraadduuaatteess””

Sunday, May 20, 2007
TThhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  sseeccttiioonn  wwiillll  iinncclluuddee  aallll  aarreeaa  sscchhoooollss  ffoorr

BBiigg  SSpprriinngg  ••  CCooaahhoommaa  ••  FFoorrssaann  ••  SSttaannttoonn  ••  GGaarrddeenn  CCiittyy  ••  SSaannddss  
BBoorrddeenn  CCoouunnttyy  aanndd  GGrraaddyy

$20

Wright Sprinkler System
1509 E. FM 700     Big Spring      263-8781

Free Estimates On New Systems & Repairs
(ALL SYSTEMS COME WITH 3 YR. WARRANTY)

10%  OFF Senior
Citizens

Fully Insured / Workers’ Comp.
Sprinkler System installed & Repaired
Backflow Prevention Assembly Testing

Li# 0006962 27474

Birthday▼Weddings▼ Branham Furniture
sponsored by 2004 W. 4th St. • (432) 263-1469

Hirt and
Wilcomb

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Wilcomb

Mrs. JoNell Griffin of
Big Spring was honored
by her family and friends
in a celebration of her
80th birthday May 5, 2007.

The event was held at
the First Christian
Church and was given by
her four children and
their spouses, Jack and
Sandy Griffin of Big
Spring, Bob and Sherry
Griffin of Lewisville, Jim
and Cathy Griffin of
Coppell and Teresa and
Steve Fenton of Las
Vegas, Nev.

Also in attendance were
six of her eight grandchil-
dren and their spouses
and her 11 great-grand-
children. The only grand-
sons unable to attend are
serving in the Air Force.

Mrs. Griffin is a long-
time resident of Big
Spring. She once owned
and operated the snack
bar at Bowl-A-Rama with
her sister Fran Green.
She was an avid bowler
and enjoyed this sport for
many years. Through the

years she has been a
member of Park United
Methodist Church,
Wesley Methodist Church
and First Christian
Church. Her late hus-
band, Jack Griffin was
also an avid bowler and
served the community for
many years as a baseball
umpire and referee for
basketball and football.

JoNell Griffin

Justice Trinity Cantu, a girl, was born
at 8:13 a.m. April 27, 2007, weighing 7
pounds, 11 ounces and was 19 1/2 inches
long.

She is the daughter of Rebecca and
Jose Cantu of Big Spring. Her maternal
grandparent is Jackie Long. Her pater-
nal grandparents are Alice and Fidencio
Alva.

Justice was welcomed home by big
brothers Jose II, Justin and Jacob.

•••
Jason Michael Mundell Jr., a boy, was

born at 12:30 p.m. April 27, 2007, weigh-
ing 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was 20 inch-

es long.
He is the son of Jason and Stephanie

Mundell of Big Spring. His maternal
grandparents are Abraham and Irene
Yanez of Big Spring. His paternal grand-
parents are Stan and Debbie Gregory of
Big Spring
and Mike
and Deanette
Kundell of
Temple.

Jason was
w e l c o m e d
home by sib-
lings, Alena,
Natalie and
Kaleigh.

•••
Ana Lycia

M a r i e
Ramirez, a
girl, was
born at 11:05 p.m. April 6, 2007, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 6 ounces and was 18 1/2
inches long.

She is the daughter of Anthony
Ramirez Sr. and Ana Ramirez of Big
Spring. Her maternal grandparents are
Augustine Jr. and Amy Garces of
Midland. Her paternal grandparents are
Mary and Juan Rodriguez of Big Spring.

Ana was welcomed home by big broth-
er Anthony Marc Ramirez Jr.

Births▼

Justice Trinity Cantu

Ana Lycia Marie Ramirez
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Roughing it takes on new meaning

This one is a real ‘no-brainer’EDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

YYOUROUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

TO THE EDITOR:
We are so fortunate to

live in a community that
values church news.
Thank you for printing
the article on the First
Baptist Church celebrat-
ing Senior Adult
Recognition Day.

Often too little is said
about the older genera-
tion and its contribu-
tions.

MILDRED FRANKLIN

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
Thank you for the won-

derful coverage of First
Baptist Church treasures.

That page and pictures
were truly blessing to so
many church members.

The pictures and arti-
cles gave such personal
meaning to what it is to
be a member of a loving,
caring church and com-
munity. 

ANDRE CLARK

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
I, like many others in

the Big Spring communi-
ty, was shocked and dis-
mayed at the light sen-
tence that Daniel Ray
Jones received.

At the same time that
the state of Texas is try-
ing to bring the hammer
down on child predators,
Big Spring seems to be
taking a different
approach.

Is it any wonder that
the number of these crim-
inals continues to
increase? When the pun-
ishment is barely a slap
on the hand, then there
isn’t much of a deterrent
to such heinous crimes.

My disbelief was inten-
sified when I read the
quote from Assistant
Ditrict Attorney Robin
Orr: “Personally, I prefer
to get a decision from the
jury in a situation like
this, but (defense attor-

ney Trey) Keith had to
consider what was best
for his client, and I had to
consider what was best
for the state.”

His client? The state?
Where do these two inno-
cent children figure into
this? I was under the
impression that they
were the victims of these
crimes.

What about the other
children. What will hap-
pen to them when this
child predator is released
back into society? Who is
considering what is best
for them?

I have a lot of questions.
Why just over the mini-

mum sentence for one
charge? What happened
in court when the jury
was adjourned that affect-
ed the state’s ability to
prosecute the other
charges? My calls to the
District Attorney’s Office
for some answers went
unreturned. I was told
that I could purchase a
transcript of the court
proceedings for $1,500.

I believe our communi-
ty and these little girls
deserve some answers.
What do you think?

DONNIE DUFFEY

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
I am a little concerned

over the taxpayer money
that our school board is
considering spending on
this laptop project. I
understand wanting to
get technology into the
hands of our students,
but at what cost do we do
that? Big Spring is not a
wealthy school district,
nor will it ever be, and
we need to be very con-
scientious about our
spending.

A story from the Big
Spring Herald dated
Friday, April 13, stated
that Big Spring Junior 

See LETTERS, Page 5A
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HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com
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We get ahead when we walk with You by our side, Lord.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington, DC 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District

1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101

Big Spring, 79720
(432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

RUSS MCEWEN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ
McEwen Insurance): 267-
1413.

GREG BIDDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s Grill):
267-7121.

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

JOANN STAULCUP — Home:
263-4980.

GLORIA MCDONALD — Home:

263-4835.
JOANN KNOX — Home: 816-

9083; Work (BSISD):  264-
3635.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

OFFICE — 264-2200.
MARK BARR, COUNTY JUDGE

— Home and Office: (432)
517-0707.

EMMA BROWN — Home: 267-
2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-0724;
Work (Jerry's Barbers): 267-
5471.

BILL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-
0260.

AADDRESSESDDRESSES

EE
lection day, May 12, is fast
approaching and we all
have an opportunity to go
to the polls and vote on

something. Some will be casting
ballots for a mayor, city council-
man, school board trustee, college
bond issue and a state constitu-
tional amendment. Others will
vote for only one or
two of those options,
but all of us in the
Crossroads will, at
the very least, have
the opportunity to
cast ballots on the
constitutional amend-
ment.

That is, of course, if
we have made sure
we’re registered to
vote.

I, being a resident
of Big Spring and a registered
voter, will have several issues to
decide.

While the Big Spring Herald’s
editorial board has decided not to
endorse any candidate, nor take
any official position on the issues
being put before Big Spring and
Howard County voters, that does-
n’t mean I can’t express my views
in this column.

That’s because this is my col-
umn ... the key word there being
“my.” So, before I proceed, it
should be made clear that any
opinions I express in this diatribe
are mine, and not necessarily the
newspaper’s.

In fact, it should be noted that it
is not uncommon for my personal
views to be different than those
decided upon by the Herald’s edi-
torial board. 

In a similar column last
November for example, I noted
that I’d suggested writing an edito-
rial supporting the Big Spring
City Council’s decision approving
a smoking ordinance.

What’s interesting was the fact
that of the three members of our
editorial board, I was the only one
who supported the ordinance and
was the only smoker of the three.

I was honestly surprised. We all
three had differing opinions to one
degree or another. Who’d have
thought it?

Of course, that’s one of the
things that makes being an
American great. We all have the
right to our own opinion, as well
as the right to express them.

All that being said, I was
reminded of that editorial board
meeting again this week because
I’m being asked to decide my vote
for mayor.

No problem. This one is, after
all, a “no-brainer.”

Russ McEwen will get my vote.
I’ve known Russ McEwen a long

time ... almost as long as I’ve lived
here in Big Spring.

We first met when he was the
volunteer coach for the YMCA
Sidewinders gymnastics team.

It was several years later that he
decided he wanted to serve our
community as its mayor. At the
time I told him I was glad he’d
decided he wanted to handle the
job. And I’m glad he still wants to
serve.

I say that because there is no
question in my mind that he’s
been a highly effective leader for
our community during some of
the most challenging times it has
ever faced. His leadership role in
working with federal and state
officials in the wake of the
Veterans Administration’s CARES
process led to not only the Big
Spring VAMC staying open, but
expanding the services it provides
veterans in West Texas.

By a like token, McEwen played
a key role in working with state
officials to see no downsizing or
closure of the Big Spring State

Hospital took place.
What’s more, I support the

stance our mayor took on passage
of the smoking ban ordinance, as
well as that which outlawed the
tethering of animals.

He and the other members of the
city council managed to get a
bond issue passed in November
that will make improvements to
streets and the Roy Anderson
Sports Complex.

Do I approve of everything Russ
McEwen does?

Of course not, and I’m not bash-
ful about telling him so face-to-
face.

To be honest, I don’t think I
would agree about everything with
anyone. I certainly didn’t with my
father and he was the person I
admired and still admire more
than any other.

But I’ve had the opportunity on
numerous occasions to sit down
with the mayor and seek the
Lord’s guidance and his blessing
on our community.

So, this I do know for certain:
Russ McEwen loves his hometown
and always has its best interest at
heart.

Like I said, it’s a “no-brainer.”
I believe the same could be said

for the need to approve Howard
College’s bond issue and the con-
stitutional amendment. I’ll vote
for both. The improvements the
college is seeking to make are
extremely important, and in many
cases, way overdue.

And extending the tax cuts the
Legislature gave other taxpayers
to senior citizens and the disabled
is simply a matter of fixing an
oversight on our lawmakers’ part
that never should have happened.

Managing Editor John A.
Moseley can be contacted at 263-
7331, ext. 230, or by e-mail at edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com.

RR
andom thoughts while
considering a nap... Try
as I might, I just can’t
think of a snappy way to

introduce this Associated Press
news item:

WALKERSVILLE, Md. (AP) —
BYOTP.

That’s the advice this town is giv-
ing visitors to its four
parks.

All paper products
were removed from the
park restrooms after
vandals set paper on
fire in a men’s bath-
room, Town Manager
Gloria Long Rollins
said Monday.

Hand dryers will be
installed, but visitors
will have to bring
their own TP, she
said.

Rollins hopes the changes will
help combat vandalism, graffiti
and drug use in the parks.

While I would never condone
arson in any form, I really think
the city is being a bit over-reac-
tive — or just plain cheap — in
this case.

I’ve never really placed the con-
ditions of public restrooms as a
high priority when deciding to go
to the park, but having to buy
some toilet paper just for the priv-
ilege might be a deal-killer.

I’ve taken friends, Frisbees, food
and various other things to the
park. 

I have yet to take toilet paper.
And I don’t think I’m going to

start, either.
I love the town manager’s com-

ments that she hopes the lack of
free toilet paper will combat van-
dalism, graffiti and drug use in

the parks.
There’s two ways to look at that

comment:
1. Is she suggesting that toilet

paper in park restrooms con-
tributes to drug use and vandal-
ism? Wait ‘til she sees what hap-
pens when people find out there
isn’t any toilet paper near the
stalls.

2. The action will reduce crime
at the park ... because NO ONE
WILL GO TO THE PARK, ANY-
MORE!!!

•••
From the “Man vs. Nature”

department comes the following
AP news item:

HUTCHINSON, Kan. (AP) —
Egrets are beautiful to behold with
their snowy-white feathers and
long, curving necks, but that does-
n’t count for much when thousands
of them settle in Hutchinson each
spring with noise, odors and other
nuisances.

However, the migratory birds are
protected by federal law so efforts
to coexist with them require some
imagination.

Police Chief Dick Heitschmidt and
Lt. Troy Hoover have been on
“egret patrol” in recent days, tying
shiny ribbons to trees, placing owl
decoys in places where the birds
roost and occasionally firing flares
to scare the birds away. They also
plan to deploy floating balloons.

“The chief and I really dressed
the place up,” Hoover said of one
neighborhood. “Last year, they just
destroyed that area.”

It’s challenging work. After clear-
ing the egrets from one area
Monday night, the officers found
them roosting in another part of
the city, and by the next morning
the birds had moved on to still
another neighborhood.

Have you ever noticed that most
of the cutesy animal stories that
get this kind of play usually
involve ... well, cutesy animals?

You hardly ever read a heart-
warming story about efforts to
save a group of sewer rats, or a
slice-of-life feature on Momma
Cockroach and her brood, or a
humorous brief on a nest of grack-
les.

When handsome migratory birds
or pretty kitties or adorable mutts
cause a nuisance, the police and
other authorities will bend over
backward to accommodate them.

But you never hear anyone say,
“We really need to protect that
nest of black widow spiders,” or
“Rattlesnakes ... we really need
more of them.”

And all I can say is ... thank
you.

My mother once told me that
God put every creature on this
planet for a reason. Now, far be it
from me to question the
Almighty’s wisdom, but the plan
he had in mind for poisonous spi-
ders or rats or cockroaches eludes
me thus far.

And I’m rambling.
My point — and I know the

darned thing is here somewhere —
is that I strongly suspect that if a
migratory horde of, say, cen-
tipedes invaded a town, the only
thing authorities would debate
was how much to budget on insec-
ticide.

Pretty birds — good.
Ugly insects — bad.
We’re a shallow bunch, us

humans.

Contact Staff Writer Steve
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 234 or by e-
mail at
reporter@bigspringherald.com.
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COLLEGE STATION
(AP) — Blake Stouffer
went 3-for-4 and drove in
a run to help Texas A&M
beat Dallas Baptist 3-0 on
Friday night.

The Aggies (37-11)
scored all of their runs in
the bottom of the first
inning. Stouffer's double
to left-center drove in the
first run, and Luke
Anders' run-scoring sin-
gle and Brodie Greene's
sacrifice fly added two
more.

Austin Knight went 2-
for-4 for the Patriots (25-
22), who had only seven
hits.

Texas A&M starter Scott
Migl (6-1) got the win,
allowing six hits over
seven innings. Randall
Taylor (5-4) pitched a
complete game for Dallas
Baptist. He gave up 11
hits in eight innings.

•••
Missouri 7,
Texas 6
11 innings

AUSTIN (AP) — Kurt
Calvert scored the go-
ahead run from third on
an errant throw in the
11th, and Missouri
spoiled Kyle Russell's 25th
and 26th home runs this
season in a 7-6 win over

Texas on Friday night.
Greg Folgia (5-3) fin-

ished 2 1-3 innings of one-
hit relief in the bottom of
the inning. He relieved
Kyle Gibson, who blew a
save in the the ninth by

allowing Preston Clark's
single that scored two and
sent the game to extra
innings.

But in the 11th, Clark's
errant throw back to the
mound with two outs

brought home Calvert,
who pinch-ran for John
McKee after his leadoff
single.

Jacob Priday and
Trevor Coleman led off
the four with back-to-back

homers for Missouri (32-
12, 13-6 Big 12).

Randy Boone (2-6), who
allowed two runs in the
final 4 2-3 innings for
Texas (37-13, 17-5), took
the loss.
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QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44

4

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE

FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ

263-1613 •  1-800-525-1389
1006 Lamesa Hwy. • Big Spring

B & M Fence Co.

CHAINLINK   
METAL • CEDAR   
DOG KENNELS
ORNAMENTAL IRON

28462

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The
steamy South gave way to the
chill of late fall in New
England. The more sudden shift
came on the leaderboard at the
Wachovia Championship, and
not too many fans were disap-
pointed with how it shook out.

The masses were following
Tiger Woods as he surged into
the lead for the first time
Friday by hitting a 9-iron that
spun slightly off the ridge to 4
feet for a birdie on the par-5
seventh hole, toward the end of
his round. They sensed he
would pull away when Woods

hit a sand wedge that stopped 6
feet below the cup on No. 8.

He was four shots ahead of
Vijay Singh, who was becoming
an afterthought.

But enough fans were in the
group behind watching Singh
to let out a pine-shaking cheer
when he hit a 3-iron over the
water and onto the green,
where it caught the slope and
rolled to 3 feet to the cup for an
easy eagle. Another roar rang
out when the 44-year-old Fijian
hit sand wedge that checked up
a foot from the hole at No. 8.

Not only did Woods miss his
short birdie on No. 8, he hooked
his tee shot into the pine trees

down the left side of the ninth
fairway, leaving him no choice
but to pitch out to the fairway
and take his only bogey of the
day.

That bogey and the eagle-
birdie-par finish for Singh con-
stituted a four-shot swing,
which left them tied. Woods fin-
ished with a 4-under 68 to
match the best score of a frigid
Friday, while Singh overcame a
sloppy front nine, which
included three straight bogeys,
to salvage a 71. That put them
at 6-under 138 and paired
together for the first time in
eight months.

Not to be forgotten is Arron

Oberholser, who had quite a
finish himself.

Oberholser, who lost in a
playoff at Quail Hollow three
years ago, birdied his final
three holes for a 69 to join them
in the lead. Not that he seemed
to notice, much less care.

“Just go out there and play
golf, man,” Oberholser said.
“That’s what it is. You chase it
and hit it again. You add them
up at the end of the day.
Whatever happens, happens.
You can’t control what they’re
going to do. If you could control
what they were going to do,
yeah, I’d be running with
shoulder pads on, ready to go.”

One shot behind was Jason
Bohn (72) and Ted Purdy (69),
who were among six players
who had at least a share of the
lead.

The other was Padraig
Harrington, who can attest to
how quickly things can change
at this tournament. The
Irishman, the first-round
leader, had only two pars over
the first 13 holes. He dropped
off the leaderboard, reappeared
with back-to-back birdies, dis-
appeared with back-to-back
bogeys, then took the lead with
four straight birdies.

And then he was back in the
pack thanks to two holes.

Woods, Singh in weekend contention at Quail Hollow

ARLINGTON (AP) —
Brandon McCarthy start-
ed with a small goal, and
kept on going after he
reached it.

McCarthy pitched six
sharp innings, Hank
Blalock hit a two-run
homer and the Texas
Rangers beat the Toronto
Blue Jays 7-1 Friday night
to end a five-game losing
streak.

McCarthy (2-4) allowed
one run and two hits with
four walks. 

He began the night with
a 9.90 ERA, having
allowed 17 runs over six
innings in his previous
three starts.

“I was on a mission to
throw more than three
innings,” he said. “I need-
ed a quality outing. I
knew this was a big start.
I needed to go back to the
way I pitched before, just
throw the ball.”

Kenny Lofton also
homered and Michael
Young had three hits for
the Rangers, who man-
aged only 10 runs during
the five-game slide.
Blalock went 3-for-4 with
three RBIs.

“We put together what
we hadn’t been putting
together,” Rangers man-
ager Ron Washington
said. “We hit, pitched, ran
the bases and played
defense.”

A players-only pregame
meeting also could have
been a factor for the
Rangers, off to the fourth-
worst start in their histo-
ry.

“We had to do some-
thing,” Washington said.
“We weren’t as bad as
we’d been playing.
Whatever they discussed,
I hope they discuss it
again tomorrow.”

Sal Fasano homered for
the Blue Jays, who’ve lost
four straight overall and
14 of their last 17 in
Arlington.

McCarthy performed
like the Rangers hoped
when they sent top pitch-
ing prospect John Danks
to the Chicago White Sox
in an offseason trade that
brought McCarthy and
catcher Chris Stewart to
Texas.

McCarthy, who struck
out one, got his first win
since April 9 against
Tampa Bay.

“He went out and chal-

lenged the hitters,”
Rangers pitching coach
Mark Connor said. “He
trusted his stuff. It was a
positive outing for him
and for all of us. He threw
harder than he had been
and was more aggressive.
His fastball had more
explosion and his off-
speed pitches kept them
off the fastball. He’s a big
league pitcher and he
showed it tonight.”

McCarthy picked up the
loss in his last start April
29 against Toronto, allow-
ing five runs in three
innings.

“Compared to his last
start against us he made
some really good adjust-
ments,” Fasano said. “It’s
tough for a young kid to
come out after being hit
around pretty good but he
showed he’s maturing as
a pitcher and he certainly
shut us down.”

Washington has been
encouraging his hitters to
do a better job of manu-
facturing runs, and the
Rangers took the small-
ball approach in a two-
run second off Tomo
Ohka (2-3).

Blalock led off with a
single and advanced to
second on a sacrifice by
Ian Kinsler, the team’s
leader in homers and
RBIs. Brad Wilkerson fol-
lowed with a single, with
Blalock stopping at third
and Wilkerson moving to
second on center fielder
Alex Rios’ throwing
error.

Gerald Laird, who
began the game with a
.182 average, singled in
both runners.

In the third, Fasano’s
first homer of the season
pulled the Blue Jays with-
in one.

Texas responded with
three runs in the third.
Mark Teixeira hit an RBI
double and Blalock drove
him in with his second
homer of the season.

McCarthy walked three
in the fourth to load the
bases, but got out of the
jam when Fasano flied
out.

“I started rushing in the
fourth,” McCarthy said.
“I had to slow myself
down and get back on
track.”

Willie Eyre pitched
three scoreless innings
for his first career save.

Rangers finally get good pitching from McCarthy

MCT photo/Sharon M. Steinman/Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Texas Rangers base runner Michael Young slides safely into home plate while Toronto Blue Jays catcher Sal Fasano
defends in the third inning at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington Friday night.

Aggies blank Dallas Baptist; Longhorns fall in extra innings

End five-game losing streak
with 7-1 win over Blue Jays

By The Associated Press

Mike Scioscia did his
best to deflect all the
attention away from him.
It was hard to do with all
the kudos coming the
Angels manager’s way
after his latest accom-
plishment.

Los Angeles beat the
Chicago White Sox 5-1 on
Friday night, making
Scioscia the winningest
manager in franchise his-
tory. The victory was
Scioscia’s 626th during
the regular season, eclips-
ing Bill Rigney’s total.

Scioscia has managed
the Angels in 1,134 regu-
lar-season games, 168
fewer than Rigney — the
team’s first manager.

“It’s a nice achieve-
ment,” Scioscia said. “But
I think it reflects far more
on the organization, the
good talent coming
through here and the
great teams that have
been put on the field than
anything I’ve done per-
sonally. I’m happy for
everyone who can share
in this, including our
coaching staff and our
minor league staff.”

Kelvim Escobar (3-1)
allowed a run and six hits

in seven innings, helping
send Chicago to its fifth
straight loss. The right-
hander struck out four
and walked two. Scot
Shields pitched two per-
fect innings for his sec-
ond save.

In other AL games, it
was: Baltimore 3,
Cleveland 2 in 10 innings;
Seattle 15, New York
Yankees 11; Boston 2,
Minnesota 0; Texas 7,
Toronto 1; Detroit 6,
Kansas City 3; and
Oakland 5, Tampa Bay 2.

In National League
games Friday night, it
was: Atlanta 4, Los
Angeles 0; Cincinnati 6,
Colorado 5; Chicago 6,
Washington 4; Florida 5,
San Diego 4; Milwaukee
10, Pittsburgh 0; St. Louis
3, Houston 2; New York 5,
Arizona 3; and San
Francisco 6, Philadelphia
2.

Chicago’s Darin Erstad
lost a flyball in the twi-
light during his first
game back at Angels
Stadium, resulting in an
RBI double by Mike
Napoli.

Erstad, who won two
Gold Gloves in center
field and another at first
base during his 11 big

league seasons with the
Angels and caught the
final out when they won
the 2002 World Series,
received a standing ova-
tion when he came up the
first time and doffed his
batting helmet to the sell-
out crowd of 44,126 before
flying out.

Jose Contreras (2-3) was
charged with four runs
and six hits in six-plus
innings. 

He struck out six and
walked three. Three of the
runs were unearned, the
result of his throwing
error in the second
inning.

The Angels placed left
fielder Garret Anderson
on the 15-day disabled list
before the game because
of a torn tendon in his
right hip.

Orioles 3,
Indians 2
10 innings

Nick Markakis singled
in the winning run in the
bottom of the 10th, giving
the Orioles a comeback
victory.

Jay Payton homered
and scored the decisive
run for the Orioles, who
snapped a four-game los-
ing streak. Markakis

drove in the final two
runs for Baltimore, which
improved to 2-14 when
trailing after seven
innings.

Casey Blake homered
for the visiting Indians,
whose four-game winning
streak ended. Tom
Mastny (2-1) got the loss.

Chris Ray (3-2) worked
two innings to cap a fine
performance by the
Baltimore bullpen, which
retired 12 of 15 batters.

Mariners 15,
Yankees 11

Yuniesky Betancourt
hit a tiebreaking two-run
double in an eight-run
fifth inning, and the
Mariners ended New
York’s three-game win-
ning streak.

Jose Guillen, Kenji
Johjima, Betancourt and
Jose Lopez — the bottom
four batters in Seattle’s
starting lineup — com-
bined to go 9-for-18 with
10 RBIs as visiting Seattle
scored its most runs in
three years. 

The first eight Mariners
reached base in the fifth
inning against Kei Igawa,
Colter Bean (0-1) and Luis
Vizcaino, a half-inning
that took 30 minutes.

Scioscia becomes winningest
manager in Angels’ history
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Mrs. Benda Keefer and
the late Tony Keefer of
Buffalo Gap are pleased to
announce the engagement
of their daughter Kamie
to Bryan Parks, son of
Dee and Fay Parks of
Brady and the grandson
of James and Bo Fryar of
Coahoma.

Kamie graduated from
Jim Ned High School in
2002 and is attending
Covenant School of
Nursing in Lubbock. 

Bryan is a 2003 graduate
of Brady High School and
will graduate in May with
a bachelor of science
degree from Texas Tech
University. 

A June wedding is
planned at Miller Ranch
Retreat.
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30

Sale Starts
May 7th

Sale Ends
May 12th

GREEN GIANT NIBLETS CORN
VAC PK WHOLE KERNEL

3/$100

SPRING DRINKING
WATER CASE

$299

$299

79¢

3/¢109

39¢

ALL DETERGENT LIQUID
115-OZ.-BOTTLE

TIPTON GROVE APPLE JUICE 
64-OZ. BOTTLE

FROZEN PINEAPPLE CHUNKS
16-OZ. PKG.

PRE-COOKED ITALIAN SAUSAGE CRUMBLES

6/$100
2/89¢

2/$100

10¢

HERSHEY CHOC. COOKIES & BROWNIES

FUD SLI AMERICAN CHEESE
6-OZ. PKG.

OSCAR MAYER JUMBO HOT DOGS
16-OZ. 

SUNCHIPS
1.75-OZ. PKG.

BROKEN BAG 
DOG FOOD
ALL VARIETIES

15¢

24
16-oz.

28305

11-OZ.
CAN

LB.

LB.

HOWARD COLLEGE
1001 Birdwell Lane

264-5000
www.howardcollege.edu

Class Schedules are on the Web

Register NOW
On Line or On Campus

for

Summer I
Summer II

and

Fall 
Classes

Hippy Chic Salon & Boutique
406 E. FM 700 (Next to Coldwell Banker)

432-267-6022

Mother’s Day SpecialMother’s Day Special

20%
Off Any Service

A full service Salon for the entire family. Massage
Therapy availablel by Lic. Mass. Therapist.

We are looking forward to making your loved ones
feel pampered for Mother’s Day. Everyone welcome.

Come in and see our Boutique. We have lots of fun
jewelry, belts, purses, gift baskets, home decor and
more.

Gift Certificates Available.
Permanent Make-Up Available.

28404

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

Engagements▼ Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Melinda Gonzales, born
in Austin, and Stephen
Gonzales, born in Big
Spring, both of Big
Spring, will exchange
wedding vows at 3 p.m.
July 7, 2007, at 1009 Hearn
at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church in Big
Spring.

The bride-elect is the
daughter of Edna
Gonzales and Manuel
Gonzales Jr. of Big
Spring. She is the grand-
daughter of Eva and
Manuel Gonzales Sr. and
of Carolina G. Velasquez
and the late Inez
Velasquez of Big Spring.

The future groom is the
son of the late Angelita
Torres of Coahoma and
Francisco Gonzales of
Kersey, Colo., formally of
Big Spring. He is the
grandson of the late

Maria and Mauricio
Torres and of the late
Fela and Francisco
Gonzales Sr., all of Big
Spring.

Melinda is a graduate of
Big Spring High School.
She has obtained her cer-
tification in child devel-
opment from Howard
College. She is employed
by the Big Spring State
Hospital.

Stephen is also a gradu-
ate of Big Spring High
School. He served in the
United States Army from
November of 1988 through
July 1994. 

He was a participant in
Desert Storm. 

For many years now, he
has been employed by the
Federal Bureau of
Prisons.

The couple will make
their home in Big Spring.

Stephen Gonzales and Melinda Gonzales
Kirstin Marshall and Toland Smith

Gonzales and Gonzales
Marshall and Smith

Heather Leigh Christensen and Mikael Jason Balderach

Christensen and Balderach

James Branham and Morgan Baker

Baker and Branham

Bryan Parks and Kamie Keefer

Keefer and Parks

At half past seven in the
evening of Saturday,
June 2, 2007, Kirstin
Marshall of Sweetwater
formerly of Big Spring,
will wed Toland Smith of
Sweetwater, on the Smith
family ranch, the Double
S, southeast of Colorado
City.

Kirstin is the daughter
of Nancy and Terry
Marshall of Big Spring
and the granddaughter of
JoAnna and L.L. (Buddy)
Marshall of Big Spring
and the late Nellie and
Perry Mathis of Big
Spring.

Kristin is a 2005 gradu-
ate of Texas Tech
University with a bache-
lor of arts degree in psy-
chology with a manage-
ment minor. She is

employed by Sweetwater
Enterprise for Economic
Development as a market-
ing director.

Toland is the son of Jan
and Steve Smith of
Sweetwater and the
grandson of Frankie and
Barney Toland of
Sweetwater, Frankie
Smith of North Little
Rock, Ark., and the late
James E. (Jim) Smith of
North Little Rock, Ark.
Toland is a 2004 graduate
of Arkansas Tech
University with a bache-
lor of science degree in
agricultural business. He
is employed by Western
Texas College of Snyder
as a horticulture instruc-
tor at the state prisons in
that area.

Heather Leigh
Christensen and Mikael
Jason Balderach, both of
Austin, will exchange
wedding vows at 6 p.m.
June 25, 2007, in Maya
Riviera, Mexico.

Miss Christensen is the
daughter of Craig and
Cindy Christensen and
the granddaughter of
Joan Pederson and the
late Dale Pederson and
Lauris Christensen and
the late Francis
Christensen, all of
Beresford, S.D.

She is a 1997 graduate of
Beresford High School
and a 2003 graduate of
Texas State University in
San Marcos where she
received a degree in biol-
ogy. She is employed as

the sales manager of
applied maths.

The groom-to-be is the
son of Tom and Mary
Balderach and James and
Sharon Johnston, all of
Big Spring. He is the
grandson of the late
Dalton and Lois Johnston
of Big Spring, the late Leo
and Genevieve Fisher of
San Antonio and the late
Bill and Doris Balderach
of Baytown.

He is a 1995 graduate of
Big Spring High School
and a 2000 graduate of
Texas State University in
San Marcos where he
received a degree in
recreation management.
He is employed as senior
professional recruiter for
TekSystems.

Morgan Baker of
Benbrook and James
Branham of Big Spring
will exchange wedding
vows at 6 p.m. July 14 in
at the First Baptist
Church of Benbrook.

Morgan is the daughter
of Rick and Terry Baker
of Benbrook.

She is a 2004 graduate of
Brewer High School and a
graduate of Ogle Beauty
Salon. She is employed

with the Toni and Guy
Salon.

James is the son of
Kenny and Patty
Branham of Big Spring.

He is a 2005 graduate of
Forsan High School and
is attending
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth.

He is employed with
Branham Furniture.
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High School is still sink-
ing and the plumbing on
the northwest quadrant
has shut down the
restrooms. The solution
to even try and fix this is
still a shot in the dark
with no promises on
results. The cost for con-
tinued repair at the junior
high could easily end up
eating up the $5.8 million
reserve.

I understand that any
money the district could
recoup for the junior high
problem was received
through the last settle-
ment. Therefore, any
more repairs will be total-
ly out of the district’s
reserve money because
we have no more compa-
nies to fall back on to get
money for the situation.

Even if the junior high
was not a money concern,
what about our two ele-
mentary schools that are
in need of great amounts
of repair or totally
rebuilding? Where is the
money for those projects
going to come from?

Recently some type of
virus or worm hit the
computer system at
BSISD and it took right at
three weeks to get all the
student computers back
up and running. For those
classes that use comput-
ers as an extra teaching
tool, this was obviously a
bother and I’m sure they

experienced some adjust-
ed lesson plans. However,
to those classrooms that
function totally with stu-
dent computers, the class-
es were completely
thrown off track. Every
class in the district is on
a tight schedule to com-
plete curriculum require-
ments within the allotted
time frame and a two- to
three-week disruption
affects what students can
and should complete.
Though the technology
department worked hard
to get things back to nor-
mal quickly, it still took
three weeks. 

Right now we basically
have a “controlled envi-
ronment” with the school
computers. What will that
be like with 1,200 more
computers, especially
when you cannot actually
control everything that is
loaded and sites that are
accessed on all of those
laptops that will travel to
and from the buildings? It
would seem that we
would have to add more
staff to handle the over-
load, and once again,
where would that money
come from?

This will not be a one-
time lump sum of money
to dedicate to this project.
We will have to allocate
money in the budget each
year to maintain and
update hardware and soft-
ware. Do we actually have
the extra taxpayer dollars
to add to our overall bud-
get for this one project

when school department
budgets all over the dis-
trict keep being cut and
streamlined year after
year?

Though we all want to
live in an educated com-
munity, the school system
already strives for that
goal every day, every
year.  Giving every high
school student a laptop
will not guarantee an edu-
cation any more than giv-
ing them all a CD player
would guarantee they
would become a musi-
cian, or giving them a cal-
culator would guarantee
they would become a
mathematician.  

We need to be careful
that we don’t allow our
zeal for being one of the
first schools putting tech-
nology in the hands of our
students today to put us
in a financial bind that
will cripple our school
system in paying for nor-
mal expenses in the next
few years.

This is not a free pro-
ject. It is our tax dollars
— money does not come
easily.

Take some time to call
your school board mem-
ber and ask them to spend
your tax money wisely. I
believe those members
that are being cautious
about spending the
money do have our future
and our best interest in
mind, and I thank them.

GENE PIERCEFIELD

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
This is an open letter to

Howard County residents.
I was nearly shot by a

neighbor who was target
shooting.

Those of you who are
target shooting in con-
gested areas of the county
need to see the article I
saw in the Austin
A m e r i c a n - S t a t e s m a n
detailing the death of a
child, which may have
been accidental, but the
person who fired the shot
is facing manslaugter
charges and jail time.

Don’t let this happen to
you.

NANCY TINSMAN

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
The first part of March

we were missing some
mail. We though it was
only a few pieces. My hus-
band went to the post
office and was told then
we had a substitute carri-
er at that time.

As March went by, we
were finding it was more
than a few pieces of mail
missing.

By the first part of
April, after we received
our bank statement for
April, we discovered we
had not received our
March statement. We
were missing our bank
statement, and insurance
claim check, gas bill, elec-
tricity bill, water bills for
our home and a rent
house and numerous oth-

ers.
We wound up receiving

cut off notices for our
water bills, a gasoline
credit card payment
wound up being late, cost-
ing us $27, and a package
sent to our address was
returned saying it had
been sent to an undeliver-
able address.

We don’t know what
else we didn’t receive. We
did a lot of telephoning
trying to find out which
bills or statements we had
not gotten.

My husband went back
to the post office on April
27, but was told a differ-
ent story, blaming the
post office in Midland.

We live on East 15th
Street and just wonder
how many others are hav-
ing this problem. Our
mail had been great up
until the first of March.

It has been very nerve-
racking for us. This mail
has a lot of our personal
information. It would
have been nice if the guy
at the post office could be
of more help.

SHIRLEY GAY

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
I’m very concerned

about our city. Of course,
no one has been asking
individuals and voters,
but it seems that our city
wants to be going one way
at all times.

It seems that just cer-
tain things are wanted to

be put on the Northside
and other things stay on
the Southside. I heard
that IHOP didn’t go
through. Why? Because it
was chosen to be on the
Northside?

Stop and think. Also
look. We need more busi-
nesses on the Northside.
We seem to have quite a
bit of motels, restaurants
and other eating places.

I have discussed this
with some of my friends
— thank God I still have
some — and they feel just
like I do. Most of the
Northside residents wish
we had a grocery store, a
laundromat and even
clothing shops. But no,
we have to go almost
across town to get to one.
It seems as if the city
doesn’t want to have a
balanced city.

Why have things labeled
Northside and Southside?
It would be wonderful to
see this city work togeth-
er in everything and get
along, regardless of race
or color.

Remember the saying,
“It takes all kinds of peo-
ple to make the world go
around.”

I’ve heard people say
negative things when the
Northside is mentioned.
Others will say things
like, “Oh, gosh, the
Northside!”

I may not get attention
from a lot of people, but I
say what I feel and see. I 

See LETTERS, Page 6A
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Fastenal Company,
America’s largest fastener
distributor and fastest
growing full-line industri-
al supply distributor, has
opened a new store in Big
Spring at 1605 E. FM 700. 

The new store offers
expanded retail space,
improved merchandising,
additional product inven-
tory and staff to help cus-
tomers find what they
need. It’s the latest addi-
tion to the company’s net-
work of 2,073 stores
worldwide, including 245
store openings in the past
year alone. 

The new store is man-
aged by Kelly Weinette
with help in outside sales
from John Barker.
Weinette worked as a
Fastenal store manager in
Odessa prior to being
named manager of the Big
Spring store. Store hours
are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday,
with 24-hour emergency
service for account cus-
tomers. 

“We’re not just a hard-
ware store; we’re here to
help Big Spring business-
es and workers solve
their supply challenges
and achieve their goals,”
said Weinette. “If you
can’t find a part on our
shelves, we’ll source or
manufacture it for you or
we can even manage your
inventory for you, includ-

ing daily bin stocking.
Bottom line: We’re ready
to go to work for you.” 

Fastenal products are
backed by a local and
national sales force
trained through the com-
pany’s internal training
program, the Fastenal
School of Business.
Fastenal sells roughly
750,000 varieties of indus-
trial and construction
supplies across 15 product

lines, including: different
types of threaded and mis-
cellaneous fasteners,
tools, cutting tools,
hydraulics and pneumat-
ics, material handling,
janitorial, electrical,
welding, safety, metals
and alloys and a full line
of abrasives, chemicals
and paint. Fastenal’s line-
up of industrial services
includes: tool and hoist
repairs, bandsaw weld-

ing, tool and cutter grind-
ing, custom chain slings,
hose crimping, metals
services, engineering ser-
vices, laboratory services,
custom packaging, mater-
ial management, product
sourcing, and engineer-
ing and manufacturing
services. 

Fastenal Company has
10,874 employees and 

See FASTENAL, Page 6C

BBUSUSIINNEESSSS ANDAND AAGRICULGRICULTURETURE
Do you have an interesting
item for the Business and
Agriculture pages? Call John
Moseley, 263-7331, Ext.
230, or leave a voice mail.
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HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
John Barker, left, and Kelly Weinette stand in front of one of Big Spring’s newest industrial supply distributors, Fastenal,
located at 1605 E. FM 700. Weinette is the store manager, while Barker will handle outside sales.

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Kelly Weinette, right, and John Barker get the shelves at their new business, the Fastenal
Company ready for customers. The store is part of America’s largest fastener distributor
and fastest growing full-line industrial supply distributor.

Fasten here
Fastenal features mind-boggling array of products

Bass family puts towers up for sale
FORT WORTH (AP) — The Bass family is trying to

sell two office towers that helped revitalize down-
town when they were built in the 1980s.

Sundance Square, a Bass family company, said
Thursday it has hired Holliday Fenoglio Fowler to
develop sales material for the 33-story Wells Fargo
Tower and the 38-story D.R. Horton Tower.

The towers are nearly full and command some of
the highest rents in Fort Worth. They have more
than 75 tenants and 8,000 workers, according to
Sundance Square.

Johnny Campbell, Sundance’s chief executive, said
in a statement that the business climate in Fort
Worth has been strong and the company considers
this a good time to test the market.

Fort Worth has one of the lowest vacancy rates for
downtown office space, according to recent reports
by real estate research firms. Developers are build-
ing or planning several other nearby projects, includ-
ing a Bass-backed 16-story office building.

Dell to relocate jobs to Tennessee
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Dell plans to move jobs

to Lebanon from an Austin plant that refurbishes
returned computers and equipment.

Some of the Texas employees may move to
Tennessee, Dell spokesman Venancio Figueroa said,
but the company also will hire people locally.

Figueroa did not know how many jobs would be
created in Wilson County, but he said the Texas oper-
ation employs fewer than 360 people.

“Any expansion or additional work that they bring
to Middle Tennessee would be of value to Wilson
County,” said G.C. Hixson, director of the local Joint
Economic & Community Development Board.

Dell employs 1,000 people at a computer assembly
plant in Lebanon and 3,000 people at a Nashville dis-
tribution center and a call center.

Figueroa said the company was moving the jobs to
Lebanon to reduce delivery times, because the town
is closer to most of Dell’s customers.

“It’s all about speed with us,” he said.

Group bidding for Qantas says 
shareholders have rejected the deal

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — Shareholders apparent-
ly rejected an $8.9 billion bid to buy Qantas on
Friday, the bidders said, scuttling one of Australia’s
biggest corporate takeover attempts.

Airline Partners Australia, led by Australia’s
Macquarie Bank and Fort Worth-based TPG Inc., for-
merly the Texas Pacific Group, said it appeared to
have fallen short of the minimum number of shares
it needed by a deadline of Friday evening to keep the
deal alive.

“It appears that acceptances haven’t reached the 50
percent level required to extend the offer,” APA said
in a statement. “If this is confirmed, APA’s offer for
Qantas Airways will not proceed.”

APA needed 50 percent acceptances by the Friday
deadline to get a two-week extension on its offer of
5.45 Australian dollars a share for the iconic compa-
ny known as the Flying Kangaroo.

It needed 70 percent acceptances for its financial
package of loans to kick in and the deal to go ahead.

The Qantas board, which backed the APA bid, was
expected to meet Saturday to discuss the situation.

AAA: Texas retail gasoline prices climb
IRVING (AP) — The retail gasoline price spike

resumed in earnest this week in Texas after a mar-
ginal increase last week, according to the weekly
AAA Texas gasoline price survey released Friday.

Retail prices of regular-grade gasoline rose an aver-
age of 9 cents to $2.87 per gallon in the 11 Texas cities
surveyed. Nationally, regular grade rose 11 cents to
an average of $2.99 per gallon.

“Motorists saw gas prices skyrocket this week,
with the city of Amarillo showing a 15 cents increase
in only one week,” said AAA Texas spokeswoman
Rose Rougeau. “Strong consumer demand, reduced
domestic output due to refinery problems and lower
imports continue to push prices higher.”

Of the 11 cities in the survey, Amarillo had the
highest average price of regular grade at $3 per gal-
lon. The cheapest was in Corpus Christi, at $2.79.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Ashley Cox, daughter of
Billy and Stephanie Cox
of Stanton, received a
$12,000 scholarship from
The Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo at the
State FCCLA meeting in
Dallas on April 14.

Ashley has held a
regional office in FCCLA
during the last two years.
She is a graduating
senior at Stanton High
School. 

She is planning on
attending Wayland
Baptist College in
Plainview this fall.

Ashley is the grand-
daughter of Vernon Cox
Sr. and the late Anita Cox
of Stanton and also
Deanna Burnett and the
late David Burnett of Big
Spring. Pictured with
Ashley is her sponsor for
FCCLA, Jackie Nichols

AUSTIN — Comptroller
Susan Combs will offer a
60-day tax amnesty to
businesses with overdue
state taxes and those that
may be operating without
required tax permits.

From June 15 through
August 15, 2007, taxpayers
can come forward, file
past-due tax reports and
pay their taxes in full,
and the Comptroller will
waive penalty and inter-
est charges normally
added to delinquent taxes.
The tax amnesty applies
to taxes and tax reports
originally due before
April 1, 2007.

“We’re calling the
amnesty period Project
Fresh Start, because tax-
payers have a unique,
limited-time opportunity
to clear up unpaid, under-

reported or overdue taxes
without fear of penalty or
interest and get a fresh
start with the state,”
Combs said.

The Project Fresh Start
amnesty period applies to
sales tax, franchise tax
and all other state and
any local taxes and fees
administered by the state
Comptroller, except
unclaimed property and
PUC gross receipts assess-
ments.  Eligible taxpayers
include those who did not
file a required tax return
or report; misrepresented,
understated or omitted
any tax liability on a past
report; or erroneously
claimed tax credits or tax
deductions.  

The amnesty does not

See AMNEST, Page 6C

Cox receives
scholarship

Combs offers delinquent
taxpayers a ‘Fresh Start’
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wasn’t raised like that. I
was raised in a small
town where we all cooper-
ated together, helped each
other and got along very
well — like one big fami-
ly.

It hurts to see a lot of
business buildings closed
down and moving to FM
700 and the mall, making
downtown look like a
ghost town. I wish there
would be more coopera-
tion and togetherness all
over our city.

ONEGA HERNANDEZ

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
I feel that there has

been a great injustice
done for the death of my
father, Ellihue Magers.
On Jan. 26, 2006, he was
run over by a woman.
After she hit him, she left
the scene. Her sister was
in another car following
behind.

The information that I
received was that the
young lady ran a stop
sign; she was driving on
the wrong side of the
road; and she was driving
without a license.

The police officer that
arrived at the scene only
gave her a traffic ticket.

I would like to know
why did the officer take
justice in his own hands
and  not arrest her for hit

and run, failing to stop at
a stop sign, driving on the
wrong side of the road
and driving without a
license? Even though she
came back to the scene of
the accident and was
remorseful, it does not
erase the fact that she just
ran over a man — some-
one’s husband, father,
brother, grandfather,
great-grandfather and
uncle. She committed a
crime.

Just recently I found out
from the District
Attorney that they had
decided to not prosecute
her because of insuffi-
cient evidence. By the end
of the day the DA called
me back and told me that
they had re-examined the
evidence and would take
it to the grand jury. The
grand jury still came back
with a verdict to not
indict the young lady
because of lack of suffi-
cient evidence.

I questioned the DA.
One of my questions was:
How can you hit a person
going 5 mph and cause
two broken legs and two
head contusions?   I was
told that she and her sis-
ter testified that she
stopped at the stop sign.

Again, how did she hit
him if he was on the oppo-
site side of the road and
she came to a complete
stop? She could have seen
him and avoided hitting
him.

Also, going 5 mph, a
person could have gotten
out of the way of the vehi-

cle.
I would like to have an

expert explanation
because the police depart-
ment did not do its job of
investigating the scene as
a crime scene. I was told
that when she came back
to the scene and that the
patrol car taped her com-
ing back with her sister (I
assume) in the sister’s
car.

My question is: Why did
she not come back in the
car that caused the acci-
dent so that the officer
could take picture of the
car that caused the acci-
dent? What was she try-
ing to hide? Why wasn’t
she given a sobriety test
for drugs and alcohol and
arrested for causing the
accident. 

Being remorseful does
not erase the fact that she
caused a death.

Would that be vehicular
battery until the person
dies and the charge would
change to vehicular
manslaughter if the per-
son died?

I still say it is a crime
when you hit someone
with your vehicle and
cause injury.

Is it only for black vic-
tims that the person who
caused the accident, if
white or Hispanic, does
not get charged?

I want to know why the

police department did not
investigate the scene as a
crime scene. It was obvi-
ous that she did commit a
crime. It leads me to
believe that since he was
an old black man that his
life meant nothing. But
walk a mile in my shoes
and see how you feel.

Wouldn’t you want jus-
tice for a brutal crime
that was committed and
caused the loss of  my
daddy, my mother’s hus-
band, a grandfather and
great-grandfather?

We loved  Ellihue
Magers and he was taken
away from us.

If the person was white
or Hispanic and the dri-
ver was black, the person
would be in jail and sen-
tenced to many years in
prison.

A similar accident hap-
pened several years ago.
A Hispanic man was run
over and died. The driver
was a black woman. She
hit him and left the scene
and is now serving time
in prison.

Here you have two cases
similar in content, but
the victims are different
races and defendants are
different races, but the
Hispanic woman gets off
without being charged.

LINDA MAGERS

BRANDON, FLA.
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Big Spring Independent School District

Announces

Kindergarten Registration
for 2007-2008

All Elementary Campuses:
(Bauer, Kentwood, Marcy, Moss and Washington)

May 7, 2007- May 10, 2007

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Tuesday
8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Please bring Immunization Records,
Birth Certificate and Social Security Card.
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Courtesy photo

Howard College vocational nursing students are celebrating National Nurses Week May 6-12, and just as important, their
pinning ceremony at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 10. Pictured are, left to right, front row, Vanessa Munoz, Jill Matthews, Holly
Ludington, Chelsea  Partlow and Kelly Overton, and back row, Brandon Greathouse, Casie Jones, Carol Dyer, Teresa
Caldwell,  Pauline Diaz, Amber Hill and Katherine Rawls.

WW
e are all
blessed with
emotions.
Sometimes

however, they are very
difficult to control. 

Such was the case of a
physician who had a
very bad temper and, not
surprisingly, suffered
from a heart disorder
called angina pectoris.
He had a habit of
remarking, “My life is at
the mercy of any
scoundrel
who choos-
es to put me
in a pas-
sion.” This
proved
quite
prophetic.
At a meet-
ing of the
hospital
board in
London he
became
involved in
a heated argument,
walked out, and dropped
dead. 

Most people are aware
that on-going anger can
eventually lead to a num-
ber of physical illnesses,
notably heart disease.
However, there are much
more immediate and
unpleasant effects. It con-
sumes huge amounts of
mental and physical
energy, takes from our
enjoyment of life, inter-
feres with constructive
and useful thinking,
threatens our relation-
ships and career
prospects, undermines
our self esteem and, in
extremes, can so obsesses
us that it crowds most
other thoughts from our
minds. 

After an angry
exchange you can be
affected for hours or
even days as you endless-
ly go over the event in
your mind, churning up
the anger feelings and
adding to them. And dur-
ing this period your
mood is being ruled by
the memory of the per-
son you are angry with
and not by you. You are
a victim of the event.

When you allow some-
one else’s behavior to
make you angry, you are
indeed the victim. They
are likely to go off and
forget about it. You are
being controlled by them
without their even know-
ing about it — as you
fume and fret and relive
the event for days or
months afterwards while
trying to enjoy yourself
with friends or family,
while relaxing on the
beach, or while trying to
sleep at night.

There once was a little
boy who had a bad tem-
per. His father gave him
a bag of nails and told
him that every time he
lost his temper, he must
hammer a nail into the
back of the fence. The

first day the boy had dri-
ven 37 nails into the
fence. Over the next few
weeks, as he learned to
control his anger, the
number of nails ham-
mered daily gradually
dwindled down. He dis-
covered it was easier to
hold his temper than to
drive those nails into the
fence. Finally, the day
came when the boy did-
n’t lose his temper at all.
He told his father about
it and the father suggest-
ed that the boy now pull
out one nail for each day
that he was able to hold
his temper. The days
passed and the young
boy was finally able to
tell his father that all the
nails were gone. 

The father took his son
by the hand and led him
to the fence. He said,
“You have done well, my
son, but look at the holes
in the fence. The fence
will never be the same.
When you say things in
anger, they leave a scar
just like this one. You
can put a knife in a man
and draw it out. It won’t
matter how many times
you say I’m sorry, the
wound is still there.” 

A verbal wound is as
bad as a physical one.
There will always be
scars. Most wounds do
result in some degree of
scarring. But a scar is a
natural part of the heal-
ing process. The worse
the damage is, the worse
the scar will be. Scars
replace normal skin or
other tissue after
destruction. A scar
results from the biologic
process of wound repair
in the skin and other tis-
sues of the body. Because
the body cannot re-build
the tissue exactly as it
was, the new scar tissue
will have a different tex-
ture and quality than the
surrounding normal tis-
sue. 

An injury does not
become a scar until the
wound has completely
healed; however, scar tis-
sue is not identical to the
tissue which it replaces.
Like the holes in the
fence, no scar can ever
be completely removed.
So it is that when we
inflict wounds we inflict
scars. 

May we learn to control
our emotions so we will
not leave scars on those
around us. 

Darrell Ryan is the
director of federal pro-
grams for the Big Spring
Independent School
District.

DDARRELLARRELL

RRYANYAN

PARENT’S
CORNER

Emotions 
need to be 
kept in check

CELEBRATING NATIONAL NURSES WEEK
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FASTENAL
Continued from Page 5C

store locations in all 50
states, all providences of
Canada, Mexico, the
Dominican Republic,
Singapore, China and the
Netherlands. Each store
utilizes local inventory,
outside sales personnel
and on-site delivery vehi-
cles to save its customers
time. 

This store model is part
of the Fastenal’s mission
to provide the best local
industrial supply store in
every community it
serves. The company
intends to continue its
store network expansion
throughout 2007 — hiring
and training additional
sales employees in the
local and surrounding
markets. 

The company’s consis-
tent growth since its
founding in 1967 has been
guided by a vision of
“Growth Through
Customer Service.”
Fastenal Company has

been acknowledged by
many publications
including Fortune,
Forbes and Inc. maga-
zines. The company’s
CEO, Will Oberton, was
recently selected as the
2006 CEO of the Year by
Morningstar Inc., a lead-
ing financial research
and analysis group.
Located in Winona,
Minn., Fastenal is a pub-
licly traded company on
NASDAQ (symbol:
FAST). 

For more information
about Fastenal’s prod-
ucts, services, people and
business, go to www.fas-
tenal.com

Howard County Justice of the
Peace Outstanding IBC Warrants:

Sonia M. Barlow, 4209 Parkway,
Big Spring

Casey D. Bernal, 901 Grand,
Hereford

David Canales Jr., 501 E. 17th, Big
Spring

Isabel Cervantes, 805 N. 16th,
Lamesa

Andrea Clardy, 2401 Ave. L,
Snyder

Jared Coby, 901 S. High St.,
Longview

Susan Cuellar, 2301 N. Pecos,
Midland

Randy James Ellis, PO Box 391,
Snyder

Fermin Lopez Flores Jr., 600 N.W.
Seventh St, Big Spring

Rebecca Ann Morales Gomez,
1606 E. Fifth Street, Big Spring

Joseph Granados, 538 Westover
Road, Big Spring

Nora Gutierrez, 606 N. Eighth
Street, Lamesa

Allan J. Hoey, 1401 N. Highway 87
Apt. 2, Big Spring

Brandy Johnson, 24327
Pleasonton, San Antonio

Rene M. Johnson, 9205 W. County
Road 174, Midland

Traci Rene Martinez, 1402 Mt.
Vernon, Big Spring

Daniel Eugene Mata, 101 N.E.
Ninth Street, Big Spring

Carol Lee McNeil, 2601 Westridge,
Snyder

Christopher Jay Mendoza, 1419 E.
11th, Big Spring

Ebaline Flores Mendoza, PO Box
291, Mertzon

Melissa Merket, 402 W. Eighth,
Colorado City

Angela Moreno, 1712 N. Third
Street, Lamesa

Jerry Musquiz, 2609 Cotton Flat
Road, Midland

Michael Todd McClinton, 1003 S.
Midkiff, Midland

George T. Palmer, 1310 Mobile,
Big Spring

Katherine Hardin Perez, 4908
Parkway, Big Spring

Michael Dewayne Renteria, 1810
Owens, Big Spring

Keyana Cooley Rincker, 1905
Wasson Apt. 56, Big Spring

Alfredo Riojas Jr., 255, S. 11th St.,
Lubbock

Veronica Rodriguez, 3010
Cherokee, Big Spring

Perry Lee White Jr., 200 Collins
Road, Big Spring

Christina Williams, 400 Macarthur,
Odessa

Jerry Lee Wrightsil Jr., 2816 Ridge
Road, Fort Worth

County Court Decisions:
Probated Judgment: Oscar Hilario,

driving while intoxicated - second
offense, $1,000 fine, $389 court
costs, 180 days in jail (jail time sus-
pended, 24 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Lana Munoz,
resisting arrest, $1,500 fine, $324
court costs, 180 days in jail (jail time
suspended, 24 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Jodi Lyn Mills,
theft by check - more than $20 less
than $500, $500 fine, $324 court
costs, 180 days in jail (jail time sus-
pended, 12 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Gene Trujillo,
possession of marijuana - two ounces
or less, $1,500 fine, $274 court costs,
180 days in jail (jail time suspended,

12 months probation).
Probated Judgment: Jerry Thomas

Stanhope, duty on striking
fixture/highway landscape, $1,500
fine, $274 court costs, 180 days in jail
(jail time suspended, 24 months pro-
bation).

Probated Judgment: Alexander
Roberts, driving while intoxicated,
$1,500 fine, $389 court costs, 180
days in jail (jail time suspended, 12
months probation).

Probated Judgment: Leon James
Scroggins, bail jumping and failure to
appear, $250 fine, $324 court costs,
180 days in jail (jail time suspended,
24 months probation).

District Court Filings:
Lucia Gomez vs. Jessie Ferrel,

family court.
First Financial Asset Management

Inc. vs. Alejandrina M. Acevedo,
accounts, notes and contracts.

Ackerly Oil Company dba Trio
Fuels vs. Jimmie and Janis Ramey
dba J&J Farms JV and J.L. Ramey
Farms Inc., accounts, notes and con-
tracts.

Nissan Motor Acceptance Corp. vs.
Allen C. James, accounts, notes and
contracts.

Kimberly Michelle Vega vs. Roy
Justin Pitts, family court.

Hudson and Keyse LLC vs.
Deanne M. Lester-Berry, accounts,
notes and contracts.

Hudson and Keyse LLC vs. Zelda
A. Shorts, accounts, notes and con-
tracts.

Ruth Lopez Ontiveros vs. Ricardo
Guzman Ruiz, family court.

Ti Vogel vs. Justen Tei Vogel, fam-
ily protective order.

Palisades Collection LLC vs.
Ramona N. Molina, accounts, notes
and contracts.

LVNV Funding LLC vs. Anglea
Hein, accounts, notes and contracts.

Marriage Licenses:
Matthue Lynn Ellis, 23, and Jessica

Elizabeth Wright, 19, both of Big
Spring.

Jose Louis Briseno Jr., 20, of
Ackerly, and Aleticia Marie Lucio, 20,
of Big Spring.

Ryan Craig Ward, 18, and Julie
Ann Cadenhead, 20, both of Big
Spring.

Ernest Garcia Jr., 36, and Michelle
Dawn Deanda, 39, both of Big Spring.

Christopher Cody Smith, 25, and
Deanna Christine Templin, 26, both
of Big Spring.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: Cloud Land & Cattle LTD
Grantee: Bobby Barber and Cheryll

Barber
Property: A 4.8 acre tract out of

Section 5, Block 31, T-1-S, T&P RR
Co. Survey

Date: April 24, 2007

Grantor: Margaret Lowe
Grantee:  William E. Pollard
Property: Lot 5, Block 13,

Kentwood Unit No. 1
Date: April 25, 2007

Grantor: Freddy Morton Miears and
Lillian Zonell Sneed

Grantee: Swartz & Brough Inc.
Property: Lot 16, Block 3, Avion

Village
Date: April 25, 2007

Grantor: Ken Froman and Layne
Froman

Grantee: Terry J. Huitt
Property: Lot 12, Block 16,

McDowell Heights
Date: April 26, 2007

Grantor: Katpast Enterprises LP
Grantee: Sandra D. Duck
Property: A tract out of Section 5,

Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: April 26, 2007

Grantor: Katpast Enterprises LP
Grantee: Garey Smale and Alicia

Carmona
Property: Lot 7, Block 1, Muir

Heights
Date: April 26, 2007

Grantor: Randy Johnson
Grantee: Quert Huitt
Property: A 1.02 acre tract out of

Section 25, Block 33, T-1-S, T&P RR
Co. Survey

Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Thomas Bradley Cates
Grantee: Glenda Kruhm
Property: Lots 3-5, Block 13, South

Haven Addition
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Lloyd Robinson and Mary
Sue Robinson

Grantee: Kent Robinson
Property: A tract out of Section 14,

Block 34, T-2-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Connie Jo Campos
Grantee: Craig Olson
Property: Lot 3, Block 5, Wasson

Place
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Sheree Phillips Crow
Grantee: David White
Property: Lot 7, Block 1, Amended

Piner Heights
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: David White
Grantee: Swartz & Brough Inc.
Property: Lot 7, Block 1, Amended

Piner Heights
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Machelle Williams
Grantee: Craig Olson
Property: Lots 5-6, Block 18,

Fairview Heights
Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: Rhonda Morrison
Grantee: Ron Letcher
Property: The S/90 feet of the SE/4

of Block 17, College Heights
Date: April 30, 2007

Grantor: Derrill W. Pope and
Cherie Pope

Grantee: Chris Olson
Property: Lot 5, Block 5, Monticello

Addition
Date: April 30, 2007

Grantor: TLC Property
Management

Grantee: Terry Carter and Marsha

Carter
Property: Lot 7, Block 7,

Washington Place
Date: May 1, 2007

Grantor: Jamie Valdez
Grantee: Swartz & Brough Inc.
Property: Lot 10, Block 10, Earles

Addition
Date: May 1, 2007

Warranty Deeds With Vendor’s
Lien:

Grantor: Charles A. Dykes
Grantee: Beverly Smithie and R.E.

Smithie
Property: A 1-acre tract out of

Section 48, Block 32, T-1-N, T&P RR
Co. Survey

Date: April 25, 2007

Grantor: George Williams
Grantee: Guadalupe Nieto
Property: Lots 1 and 2, Block 12,

Washington Place
Date: April 25, 2007

Grantor: Premier Rental
Propoerties

Grantee: Investment Property
Exchange Services Inc.

Property: Lots 6 and 7, Block 10,
Settles Heights

Date: April 27, 2007

Grantor: James W. Salvato and
Viola Salvato

Grantee: Brett McKibben and
Jennifer McKibben

Property: Two tracts out of Section
44, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co.
Survey

Date: April 30, 2007

Grantor: Harold Gaida Talbot and
Paula Talbot

Grantee: Leslie Kay Elrod dba LKE
Properties

Property: The NE/4 of Block 18,
College Heights; and the N/50 feet of
the SE/4 of Block 18, College Heights

Date: April 30, 2007

Grantor: Steven Dickson
Grantee: Oracio Lopez and Sylvia

Lopez
Property: A tract out of Section 44,

Block 32, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: April 30, 2007

Grantor: Lida Frances Mason
Grantee: Eric Eckenrode
Property: A tract out of Section 44,

Block 31, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: May 1, 2007
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Our people work together as a
team to stand behind your
banker as they stand beside you.
You’ve got enough to worry
about, running your business—
don’t worry about your bank.
Earning your trust ... just another
way we’re “banking for you.” 

267-5555 ★ 1411 Gregg Street ★ www.asbonline.com

TRUST.
It’s something we’ll earn. 

Member FDIC

YOUR HOME DESERVES THE BEST!
• Vinyl Siding • Steel Siding

• Thermo Vinyl Replacement Windows 
• Wall & Attic Insulation

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding Inc.

264-8610

100% Financing Available

11647

STUCCO • DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS • BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573      (432) 816-6561
Fred Rubio

621 Sgt. Paredez                 Big Spring, TX 79720

28461

Suzanne A. Beck, M.D., P.A.

James Jay Herman, M.D

Georgeanna Welch, RN, FNCP

Board Certified Allergy & Immunology
and

Specializing In Allergies & Asthma

Schedule An Appointment Today

3502 22nd St.
Lubbock, TX 79410                     806-799-4192

25634

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

First Bank of West Texas President/CEO John R. Scott Jr., with scissors, is joined by bank officials and Chamber of
Commerce officials during ribbon-cutting ceremonies at the bank’s Scurry Street branch Saturday morning.

Public Records▼

AMNESTY
Continued from Page 5C

apply to assessments
already identified by the
Comptroller, taxpayers
currently under audit or
review and taxpayers the
Comptroller has already
contacted about an audit
or possible tax deficien-
cy.

Combs urges taxpayers
to visit the Project Fresh
Start Web site at
www.freshstart.texas.gov
for  details about how to
participate in the tax
amnesty, or call (800) 252-
1390 or contact the near-
est Comptroller field
office.
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Announcements

WITNESSES TO ACCIDENT 
AT HWY. 87 AND WAL-MART 
ENTRANCE, SATURDAY 
APRIL 28TH. PLEASE CON-
TACT ME AT 432-935-6538.

Business Opportunity

A CASH COW!!
30 VENDING MACHINE/
YOU APPROVE EACH
LOCATION
ENTIRE BUSINESS - $10,970
1-800-VENDING (836-3464)
www.1800vending.com

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $50.00 down. 
The Little Red Ban across from 
Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

FOR SALE 2 cemetery plots 
at Trinity Memorial Park, Gar-
den of Galilee. Lot 100, space 
1 & 2. Call 432-296-1651.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Garden 
of Olivet, Space 402, 1,2,3 and 
Space 403, 3 & 4. $1,500. 
each. Call (325)646-8404.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park 
Section Meditation, 2 spaces 
$1500.00 each. Memorial 
Bonds Veteran’s companion 
granite 60x16. $1800.00. Call 
(940)479-0562 for more infor-
mation.

Educational
SOUTHEASTERN 
CAREER INSTITUTE
Midland Campus

Act now for career training from 
Southeastern Career Institute - 
Midland. 

Train in: 
* Computer Business Systems 

* Dental Assistant 
* Medical Assistant

* Medical Office Specialist 
1-800-497-1557

www.scinow6.com
4320 W. Illinois Avenue,

Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted
INFANT CAREGIVER - apply 
at Jack & Jill Child Care, 1708 
Nolan.

Maintenance Positions 
Available

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
Maintenance Workers in Big 
Spring. A CDL license and me-
chanical experience are help-
ful. District benefits include 
paid vacation and holidays, 
sick leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. The Districit 
is an equal opportunity em-
ployer.
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

CHURCH NURSERY Workers 
are needed at the Hillcrest 
Baptist Church, 2000 W. FM 
700. Applications are available 
in the church office.

Help Wanted

A GROWING home health 
agency is in need of a RN 
Case Manager, employer paid 
insurance, paid time off, com-
petitive salary. Please send re-
sumes or come by the office 
and feel out an application at 
1714 Gregg Street. Sign on 
Bonus 4,000. EOE.

DO YOU have a Heart for 
Youth? FBC Ira seeking 
part-time Youth Leader. Duties 
and salary negotiable during 
initial interview. Call 
(325)573-1509 or 573-1633

Help Wanted
ACCOUNTING CLERK- Estab-
lished local business seeks in-
dividual with 3 years account-
ing experience. Duties will in-
clude AP/AR, cashiering and 
data entry. Pay based on expe-
rience and ability. Apply in per-
son at  Pollard Chevrolet 1501 
East 4th.

AGRICULTURE SCIENCE Re-
search Technician (Farm Man-
ager), full-time, managing 
plants in the field, collecting 
samples, keeping field notes, 
driving tractors and other field 
equipment. For application in-
structions visit 
www.usajobs.com  
& search ARS-D7S-0119 
EOE.

AMERICAN STATE Bank is 
currently accepting applications 
for full time teller and part time 
teller positions. Cash handling 
and sales experience is a plus. 
Must pass credit check and 
criminal check. Apply in person 
at 1411 Gregg Street.

NOW ACCEPTING applica-
tions for:
Dietary Cook - Mitchell County 
Hospital
RN - 7 PM to 7 AM - Mitchell 
County Hospital 
LVN - 7 AM to 7 PM Shift - 
Mitchell County Hospital
RN - Wallace/ Ware Prison 
Medical Units - Day Shift
LVN - Wallace/ Ware Prison 
Medical Unit - 3pm - 11pm 
shift.
RN - Heart of West TX Home 
Health Care
These are full time positions 
with competitive salary and 
benefits. Contact Human Re-
sources at (325)728-3431, ext. 
7105.

Help Wanted
ATTENTION

POLICE OFFICERS &
FIRE FIGHTERS

Are you the Best?
Can you make the top 10%?

If so.....
Apply for these positions today:

Fire Fighters
$26,499.20-$35,162.00 DOEC

Deadline for applications is
Wed., May 9th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 
9:00am, Sat, May 12th, 

Police Officers Cert. & Non
$29,966.56

Test will be on May 17th
Animal Control Officer

$22,840.48
Utility Service Worker

$20,691.84
Airpark Maintenance Worker 

(TEMP)
$20,691.84

Communications Officer 
(Temp)

$22,840.48
Meter Reader

$20,691.84
We offer 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS 
Including 100% paid 

Employee Health Insurance.
Inquire to:

Human Resources
City of Big Spring, Texas 
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

AVON WANTS YOU!!!!!!!!!!!! 
10 Immediate openings in this 
area. For a limited time- no 
start up fee. Up to 50% com-
mission and  great benefits. 
Call 432-270-2125 (Inde-
pendent rep)

Antique Auction
Selling the Estate of Ruth & Emmitt Grantham

Sun. May 13th   1:00pm
Preview Friday & Saturday 1:00pm-6:00pm

Oak Courting Bench, Buffet, Claw Foot Dining Table & Chairs, 3 Piece Ornate Early
American Bedroom Set, Berkley & Gay Furniture, Rocking Chairs, Misc. Tables, Antique

Sofa, Wing Back Chairs, Kitchen Cabinet, Oak Lamp Table, Metal Beds, Oak Pedestal
Table, LJ Ferris Pen on Silk Picture (1887), Vintage Material & Greeting Cards, Bradley

& Hubbard 1876 Ceiling Oil Lamp, Antique Material &Greeting Cards, Bradley &
Hubbard 1876 Ceiling Oil Lamp, Antique Ceiling Lights, Rayo Oil Lamp, E.A.P.G.

Glassware, Leaded Crystal, Imperalux, Duncan Miller Glass, Fenton, Bauer Ware, Hall,
Mar-Crest, Jadeite, Green Depression Glass, Carnival Glass, Hull, English Stone Ware,
Ironstone, Homer Laughlin, Shawnee, McCoy, Fostoria, Pitcher & Bowls, Blue willow
China, Hall Jewel T Platter, Floor Lamps, hair Dryers from the Old Crawford Hotel,
Wicker Bassinet, Old Books, Childs Hostess Set (1962), Western Flyer Bicycle, Old

Tonka Toys, Salt box, Grease Jars, Chamber Pots, Collectible Plates, Iron Stone Serving
Platters, Vintage Canisters, Crock Bowls, Costume Jewelry, Pocket Knives, Wooden
Handle Kitchen Utensils, Vintage Dolls, Tea Pots, Vintage (Handkerchiefs, Gloves &
Purses), Tatting, Hand Made Tapestry’s, Primitives, Cookie Jars, S & P Shakers, Old

Glass Bottles, Metal yard Chairs, Iron Kettle, Crock Jugs, Ringer Washer, Vintage Tools,
ice Cream Churn, Quilts, Rugs, Lots of Vintage Light Fixtures, Old Door & Cabinet

Knobs, Enamel Ware, Milk Cans, Marbles, Shotgun Shells.
Guns: Ithaca Model 37 12 Ga., Savage Model 99 250-3000 Cal.

Auctioneers Note: These are some of the finest Primitives & Antiques
we have seen in a while.

www.crossroadsauctionco.com
Concession Provided By Lakeway Grocery

Crossroads Auction Co.
Estate Sales & Services

No Minimum - No Reserve - No Buyers Premium
Located at 6607 N. I-20 Service Rd., Two Miles east of Refinery on 

North Service Road at Exit 184. Big Spring, TX
David Lefever-Auctioneer Lic. #13251

(432) 264-9900 28118

Drive For PTL On
The Road to Success!

1-800-483-8484
www.ptl-inc.com

Drivers - CDLA

STUDENTS:
Great New Pay Package!!!

Company Drivers:
Great New Pay Package!!!

Experienced Drivers get
paid what you deserve!

Owner Operators:
Great New Pay Package!!!

90 cpm + Fuel
• No Loading / Unloading

• Optional NE & No Hazmat
• 22 years min. age

Call Norma: 28598

Didn’t Get Your
Paper?

Call 263-7335
Mon-Fri. 8am-7pm

Sun 8am-noon

16162

WESTERN CONTAINER CORPORATION
Is looking for

CAREER-MINDED INDIVIDUALS
That are at least 18 years of age with High School Diploma

or equivalent  for full-time employment

EXCELLENT PAY AND BENEFITS
Start at $10.10/hour - work 12 hour shifts

$1.00 night shift differential
Advancement to $14.20 available

Medical, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance
Retirement Plan

Short Term Disability
Tuition Reimbursement Program

Paid Time Off
9 Paid Holidays

Pick up an application at:
1600 1st Avenue, Big Spring, TX 79720

28
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Accolade Home Care has an open position for
RNs/LVNs. Happiness & joy are cornerstones of
our workplace. We celebrate and enjoy our jobs
every day we come to work and are proud of the
care we provide to our patients and employees.
We offer competitive salaries, benefit packages,
tuition assistance, online Continuing Education
courses and opportunities for advancement to
all who work hard with a great attitude. 

Please call our Big Spring office 
(432) 264-1164 or email 

golleherv@fms-regional.com.

We need genuine and friendly applicants.

28
60
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES
CENTER is accepting applications for the following
position at the Ector County Detention Center.
Successful candidate will be required to pass a secu-
rity clearance.

Licensed Vocational Nurse
3-11 Shift

Contact: Robin McCullough, R.N. @ 432-335-3560
For additional information and to apply

Log on to HYPERLINK
“http://jobs.texastech.edu” 

TTUHSC is an EEO/AA Employer

27
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We’re GROWING!
SNYDER HEALTHCARE CENTER

We have an increased census and heavier patient load - and to
maintain the highest Qualify of Care, we’re currently hiring for a
variety of positions! We need experienced

• LVN • Charge Nurses
on our 6-2 and 2-10 shifts

• CNAs - All Shifts
• Kitchen/Dietary Aides

Various duties in kitchen/dining area
• Housekeeping

Full and Part time positions
For more information, call (325) 573-6332, or apply in person to
Debbie Collier, RN, DON, or Priscilla Barrera, LVN, ADON, at

SNYDER HEALTHCARE CENTER
5311 BIG SPRING HIGHWAY

SNYDER, TEXAS
EOE/MFDV 28579

DO YOU WANT TO TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FUTURE?

IF YOU DO, WE WANT TO TALK TO YOU! BIG SPRING RADIO IS
GROWING AND NEW FAMILY FRIENDLY OPPORTUNITIES EXIST
RIGHT NOW WITH THE AREA’S MOST LISTENED TO RADIO STA-
TIONS, KBEST 95, 1490 KBST AND 94.3 THE FUSE. WE ARE
LOOKING FOR PROFESSIONAL MINDED PEOPLE WITH A
STRONG WORK ETHIC AND FRIENDLY PERSONALITY TO JOIN
OUR TEAM AND HELP OUR CLIENTS BUILD THEIR BUSINESSES.
YOU’LL GET GREAT TRAINING, GREAT COMPENSATION,
OPTIONAL BENEFITS AND EXCITING PRODUCTS AND SER-
VICES TO REPRESENT. OPEN THE DOOR TO A FUN, EXCIT-
ING, AND CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY BY CALLING 432-
267-6391 AND WE’LL TELL YOU MORE. BIG SPRING RADIO
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. WOMEN AND MINORI-
TIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. 28581

West Texas Centers for MHMR

Vocational Service Tech: Responsible for training clients in work and
social related skills. High school diploma/GED. Hours vary. Benefits.
Salary $7.71-$8.20hr ($16,044.00-$17,052.00 annually).

Multiple Clerical Openings: Responsible for general clerical type
functions to include answering telephone calls, preparing reports, obtain-
ing and distributing mail; requesting supplies and maintaining inventory;
preparing travel vouchers, processing applications, ordering consumer
medications; completing financial assessments for consumers. Some posi-
tions require extensive data entry skills, all require excellent customer
services experience. Word and Excel test are given. High School Diploma
or GED required plus 1 year experience in clerical/secretarial work. Salary
$7.71-$8.20 hr ($16,044.00-$17,052.00 annually.) Benefits.

Residential Support Service Tech: High school diploma/GED.
Provides service in the community and in the person’s home. Salary $7.71-
$8.20 hr ($16,044.00-$17,052.00 annually.) Benefits.

Part Time After Hour Crisis Worker: Position will perform crisis
response activities for mental health consumers. This position is new and
exciting with a great deal of flexibility and excellent compensation oppor-
tunities. If you are a Qualified Mental Health Provider with a degree in a
social service field, let us talk to you.

Part Time Direct Care Staff: Responsible for training clients in work
and social related skills. High School Diploma/GED required. Salary
$8.20hr. Hours vary.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org. or by calling
JOBLINE 800-687-2769. EOE. 28584

At 

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our employees are our greatest asset,
providing flexible schedules and one of the most 

attractive benfits packet:

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health/Dental Ins.
Vision

Life Insurance
Short/Long Disability Plans

Educational Assistance
Sick Leave/Paid Holidays

Health/Medical Flexible Spending Plan
Employee Assistance Program

Currently hiring the following positions:

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Certified Nurse Aides

Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy 87
Big Spring Texas 79720

(432) 268-8387
(432) 268-1987 (Fax)

“Equal Opportunity Employer”28587

Registered Nurse: Responsible for assisting families in gaining
access to needed services and support. Must be certified by the
State of Texas. Benefits. Salary dependent on experience. No
smoking at any time during work performance.

ECI Speech-Language Therapist: Part Time or Full Time.
Master degree with major in Speech, Language or Communication
Disorders required. Must have current licensure as Speech
Language Pathologist. Duties include evaluation of and direct serv-
ices for children needing speech services. Prefer experience work-
ing with 0-3 years of age. Salary dependent on experience. No
smoking at any time during work performance.

ECI Dietician: Part Time. Bachelor degree in dietetics, human
nutrition, food system management, or foods and nutrition. Must be
registered with Texas Board of Examiners or Dietitians.
Consultation work for children ages 0-3 yrs. Salary is $25.00 hr. No
smoking at any time during work performance.

Applications may be obtained at 409 Runnels or by calling JOBLINE
at 800-687-2769 or visit website at www.wtcmhmr.org. EOE

28583
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$54.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

JANITORIAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AUTO PARTS

STORAGE

PEST CONTROLNAIL SALON

RENTALS

PLUMBING

FENCES

CONCRETECONCRETE CONCRETE

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE

FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ

263-1613 • 
1-800-525-1389

1006 Lamesa Hwy. • Big Spring

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry

Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced

Kitchen & Bath

BOB’S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD      267-5811

Gibbs Remodeling

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

606 State
610 E. 12th
1003, 1011 E. 11th

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL

Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swa1pc.com
mm@swa1pc.com

New home Construction •

Room Additions

Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation &

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

B & M Fence Co.

CHAINLINK
METAL • CEDAR
DOG KENNELS
ORNAMENTAL 
IRON

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences, 
tile fence 
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner

267-5714

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks

Fireplaces • Stucco
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

AAA
Mini-Storage

No Deposit
Now Accepting Visa & Mastercard

3301 E. FM 700   263-0732

1/2 Off 
First Month

HOME IMPROVEMENT

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947
• 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
• 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
• Specialize in late model quality auto
parts
• Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports 
utility vehicles

ROOFING

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

CONCRETE

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                    Big Spring, TX 79720

ADVANCE PLUMBING
All your plumbing needs

Commerical
& Residential

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

M-37359

263-4973 or 517-0751

AC & HEATING AC & HEATING

All Types Concrete Work
Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service

Campbell Concrete
Contractors

Call-Tommy Campbell
Concrete Contractor

(432) 466-0623                      2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644         Big Spring,TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

Pedicure: $21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:  $20.00 & Up

Refill:    $13.99 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

JOHNSON AC,
HEATING & SHEET METAL

• Servicing all heaters
central & wall

• Duct work - all sheet metal work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Parts & Filters, Belts

REPAIRS

Sewing Machine
Guy 

Steve
REPAIR AND SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS

(432) 935-6380
All Work Guaranteed

BREATHE-EZ CLEANING
SERVICE

Chimneys, Carpets, Air Ducts,
Maids, Make Ready’s And More.

Now Offering Security
Products, Stun Guns, Mace,

Alarms & Much More.

432-353-4849

FENCES

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

1408 E. 4th   263-2980

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

GARAGE SALE

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE 
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SUBSCRIPTION

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE PAPER

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SUBSCRIPTION

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE PAPER

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AUTO CARE

G & M Auto Care
Locally Owned

& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091
George & Mary

900 E. 3rd St.  Big Spring

24
81

7

WINDOW TINT

26
94

2

BED LINERS

26
94

1

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Servicing all Makes and Models

CALL (432) 263-5144

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350•(432) 263-5000

ROOFING

Permit
Bonded
Quality Jobs

Composite,
Wood

Roll 90
Lowest Prices

Clayton Roofing
of Big Spring, Snyder, Colorado City

FREE ESTIMATES
Ricky Clayton

Bus.: 325-573-2218
Cell: 325-356-1458

ROOFING

27
52

8

Ron’s Handyman
Roof Repair

don’t replace it, fit ix.

432-935-9486
if no answer, leave message

edwaw8@aol.com

GOLF

GOLF ALL DAY
$10 Green Fees

& Cart!
Tuesday - Friday

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Phoenix Country Club

Stanton.
Call Mark for details

664-2038

27
56

1

Crossroad RefrigerationCrossroad Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

Ice Machines

We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432) 270-0501
24 Hour Service

TACLA26711R 27
04

0

ROOFING

Independent Roofing
All Roof Repairs

Patchwork, Top Seal

FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Jobs

30 Yrs. Exp.
Work Guaranteed

Call (432) 213-5502

27
53

3

LAWN

28
20

2

Joe’s Lawn Service:
Mowing w/catcher,

edging, weedeating,
hedge trimming,

light hauling.
FREE ESTIMATES

• Quality Work
• Reasonable Rates

(432) 213-1518

LAWN SERVICE

Green Acres Commercial And
Residential Lawn Care

* Hauling * Mowing * Edging
* Weed Eating * Blowing

* Sprinkler Repair
* Large Lots

* Hourly & Bid Rates
* Free Estimates

* References Available

Call Billy
(806) 632-3569

OILFIELD SERVICE

Aquila Machine &
Pump Jack Service

Big Lake, TX
Servicing Pumping Units

in this area.
Dependable, fast, reasonable 

service.
50 years combined  experience.

Call (432) 230-0859
(325) 450-6088 28

43
1

COMPUTER

Alpha ~ Omega
Computer Repair

I Will Come To You

432-847-942728
43

0

LAWN SERVICE PONDS

28
58

2

Allied Pitlining
Lining, Bird Nets

And Ponds

FREE ESTIMATES

432-664-6474

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

Help Wanted Help Wanted
COLLEGE STUDENTS

HS GRADS
SUMMER WORK
$11 BASE/APPT,

Flexible hours
Sales/ Service

No experience necessary. 
Work in Big Spring. 
Apply in Midland. 
Conditions apply.

All ages 17+
(432)520-1595

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY. 
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus 
up to $4000.   Call Russell at 
888-527-7221.

Help Wanted
ROUTE DRIVER/Service 
Tech
FT Route Driver/ Service Tech 
in the Big Spring area. Retail 
Sales and Route Experience a 
plus. Mechanical or Electrical 
aptitude required.  Heavy lifting 
required. Clean DMV printout 
required. Excellent benefits. 
We do a pre-employment 
physical, drug screen and 
background check. Call 
800-426-4233, after 8am PST, 
or fax res and driving record: 
909-974-2477, Attn Recruiting 
Department.

THE ICEE CO.

MOUNTAIN VIEW Lodge is hir-
ing for the following positions: 
* 10:00 p.m. -6:00 a.m. CNA’s
* 6:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. CNA’s
* Restorative Aide/Transporter 
Please call Lana Thurmon, RN, 
D.O.N., (432)263-1271. 

Help Wanted
IMMEDIATE OPENING for RN. 
$2000 sign-on bonus.  Home 
health or related experience 
preferred but will train. We of-
fer:
* Health and Life Insurance 
* Paid Vacation  
* Sick leave
* 401K 
* Mileage paid
Please come by or send re-
sume to: InHome Care, Inc. 
1104 Scurry, Big Spring, Tx 
79720.

NOW SEEKING Full time posi-
tion for Martin County Home 
Health. Full time LVN with full 
benefits. Also seeking position 
for PRN CNA.  If interested in 
any of these positions please 
contact Allison Williams, RN @ 
(432)756-3259 or fax resume 
to (432)756-4510.

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING

COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION

JOB SUPERINTENDENT
must be professional and 

experienced in all phases of 
construction. 

Drug test, pre-employment 
physical and travel required.

Mail resume to:
GENERAL

SUPERINTENDENT
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

RECEPTIONIST- Established 
local business seeks energetic 
individual to join our team. Du-
ties include basic accounting, 
reception and clerical tasks. 
Successful applicant must 
have professional appearance, 
excellent phone and people 
skills. Apply at Pollard Chevro-
let 1501 East 4th.

Help Wanted
RED MESA Grill has a full time  
opening for a Mature Individ-
ual. Dayshift - Monday thru 
Saturday.  Duties include jani-
torial, equipment cleaning, 
dishwasher and etc. Also Avail-
able Evening Shift Leader. Du-
ties range from general clean-
ing, dishwashing, training and 
supervising evening kitchen 
staff. PAY dependent upon 
work history and willingness to 
WORK. Apply at Red Mesa 
Grill.

ELECTRICIANS & Digger Op-
erator Needed. Top Pay, 401K, 
Medical Insurance, Sign on bo-
nus. Please call 432-756-2201 
(Stanton) and 432-263-0633 
(Big Spring). Pick up applica-
tion at 3217 E. FM 700 in Big 
Spring, and I-20 & Hwy. 137 in 
Stanton.
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DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

Help Wanted
STORE Managers. Inside posi-
tions in The Cash Store’s Big 
Spring Office. You should be a 
self starter who is outgoing, 
courteous and able to assume 
responsibility. An on-the-job 
training program will prepare 
you for the position. Some 
computer familiarity or skills re-
quired. Primary duties involve 
processing of loan applications 
and making loans. Starting pay  
$1,872.45 per month, plus a 
competitive benefits package 
that includes medical, dental, 
vision, life, AD&D, 401(k) plan, 
and a business casual work 
environment. Call 
(432)267-1118 to arrange for 
an interview. EOE

Help Wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
AVAILABLE

SERVERS & COOKS
All Shifts Available

Apply at:
1710 East Third Street

E.O.E.

NEED CONTRACT pumper for 
21 year old Big Spring oil com-
pany. Must have at least 5 
years experience with refer-
ences. Job will include pump-
ing approximately 51 wells 
within 50 miles of Big Spring. 
Please call 432-238-7650. 

Help Wanted
DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers. Re-
quirements include Class A 
CDL with Tank and Hazmat en-
dorsements. Minimum of 2 
years driving or 1 year tanker 
experience. Paid weekly by 
check or direct deposit. Bene-
fits include family health & den-
tal insurance with no premium 
contribution by the employee. 
401K with company match plus 
profit sharing. Company paid 
life and disability is available 
thru group coverage. Up to 10 
days vacation starting first year 
plus 10 paid holidays. Uniforms 
provided. Call 432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need air conditioning installer. 
Apply in person,   3206 E. FM 
700.

HOUSEKEEPING NEEDED.
Competitive pay and paid holi-
days & vacation.  Pick up appli-
cation at Holiday Inn Express, 
1109 N. Aylesford Street.  

Help Wanted
GREAT PAY!

GOOD BENEFITS!
Hiring Day or Night Drivers 
with Valid CDL, 21 years of 
age, Clean MVR. Must pass 
drug screen. Call 
432-756-2875 or apply at Key 
Energy, West I-20 South Serv-
ice Road, Stanton, TX.

IMMEDIATELY NEEDED: Gas 
Plant operator/maintenance 
position for a refrigerated-lean 
oil plant and gathering system 
at Stanton, Texas. Prefer work-
ing knowledge of gas engines, 
compressors, pipeline repairs, 
and orifice meters. Send re-
sume to Sale Ranch Plant, 
2873 FM 829, Stanton, Texas, 
79782 or fax to (432)458-3423.

LEGAL SECRETARY 10 yrs. 
plus, office and accounting ex-
perience. Resume  and refer-
ences required. 608 Scurry.

NEED EVINING Front desk 
person. Computer & phone 
skills. Hours 
2:00p.m.-10:00p.m. & 
10:00p.m.-6:00a.m. Honest & 
Dependable. Pick up applica-
tion, Holiday Inn Express, 1109 
N. Aylsford.

NEED MECHANIC and/or ma-
chine maintenance person with 
hydraulic, gasoline, diesel, and 
electric engine experience.
Must also work with schemat-
ics. Competitive salary and 
benefits. Fax resume to 
432-354-2669, TexaStone 
Quarries.

NOW ACCEPTING applica-
tions for mental health aide at 
Wood Care Center. Evening & 
Night shifts. Apply in person at 
2607 Chanute. 

Help Wanted
NEED RELIABLE, honest peo-
ple. Housekeeping positions 
($5.50/hour plus Bonus) and 
Day Laborer ($5.75/hour). Ap-
ply @ Comfort Inn, 2900 East 
I-20, Big Spring. No Phone 
Calls.

NEED SALES/ Lot Help, 87 
Auto Sales. Apply in person, 
111 Gregg Street.

NEEDED HOUSEKEEPERS,
Front Desk  Clerks, and Break-
fast Host. Competitive Pay. 
Ask about our bonus  plan. Ap-
ply in person at Quality Inn and 
Suites, 300 Tulane Ave, Big 
Spring, (432)264-7086.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING
Applications are being ac-
cepted for Teller positions at all 
branch locations. Big Spring & 
Midland. Please mail resume 
to: Human Resources, Citizens 
Federal Credit Union, PO Box 
425, Big Spring, TX 79721.

OUR CHIROPRACTIC practice 
is seeking an outstanding indi-
vidual to provide extraordinary 
service in an accounting area. 
Computer skills required, medi-
cal experience a plus but not 
madatory. This position re-
quires a person who enjoys 
working directly with the public. 
Please fax your resume to 
432-267-3581.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI-
TIONS. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE 
CALLS. 

Help Wanted
PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING has an immediate 
opening in our Dietary depart-
ment. Please apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas. No phone calls 
please.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING is looking for an ener-
getic person to perform 
multi-task activities. Applicant 
must have time management 
skills and be able to assist with 
varies daily senior residence 
activities. This is a full time 
evening & weekend position. 
Please apply in person at 501 
W. 17th Street. No phone calls 
please.

PARKVIEW NURSING
& REHABILITATION

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
* Nursing Assistants
* Housekeeping Position
Experience preferred, but not 
required. Great working envi-
ronment and competitive sal-
ary. Please apply in person at 
3200 Parkway Rd.

PARKVIEW NURSING & Re-
habilitation Now accepting ap-
plications for a caring nurse 
that wants to work in a reward-
ing homelike atmosphere. 
10pm-6am shift needed. 
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd.

PART TIME MARKETING/ 
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP-
RESENTATIVE. Energetic per-
son with great sales back-
ground and strong computer 
skills. $7.00 hr. plus commis-
sion. Submit resume to Com-
fort Inn. 

Health Care Professionals

• Certified Nurse Aide

• Cook

• Dietary Aide

Stanton Nursing and Rehabilitation, L.P.
1100 West Broadway Stanton, TX 79782

PH: (432) 756-2841  FX: (432) 756-2190

EOE
For other job opportunities please visit our website at www.daybreakventure.com

28
58
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WEST TEXAS
VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

300 Veterans Blvd
Big Spring, TX

NURSE PRACTIONER / PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT (EMPLOYEE HEALTH)

NURSE PRATIONER / PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT (MENTAL  HEALTH)

REGISTERED NURSE (ICU/ER)

LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSE

To learn more about employment opportunities, Please visit us on the web at
www.usajobs.gov.

or
Contact: Human Resources at the above address

or Phone (432) 264-4820 
Fax: (432) 264-4863

We offer:
10 paid holidays/Guaranteed Hours
MD’s/RN’s - 26 vacation days
Allied Health - 13 vacation days
Leading to 26

Stable Work Environment/401(k) Plan
Child Care Tuition Assistance Program
Educational Assistance
Educational Debt Reduction
(Certain Occupations)

The Price of Freedom is visible here 28592

We welcome you to join our health care team.
The WTVAHCS is currently accepting applications for:

Healthcare Facility
ADMINISTRATOR

Skilled Nursing Facility in WEST TEXAS seeks experienced profession-
al to provide leadership as the Facility’s CEO. This position requires a
healthcare professional with:

• Texas Administrator State License;
• Through familiarity with Texas and Federal regulatory

requirements, and
• Recognizable experience with LTC.

The ideal candidate will possess superior interpersonal skills, proven
management abilities, demonstrable revenue enhancement strategies,
successful survey experience, and have the ability to thrive in and nur-
ture a winning team environment! Excellent salary, benefits and bonus
programs. Qualified candidates should fax resume with salary
history/requirements to

Fax: (281) 605-4526
or send via email to:

jmcbride@seniorlivingemail.com
Equal Opportunity Employer 28588

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY  
MARKETPLACE 

America’s Nationwide Classified Market With Over 10 Million Readers

For advertising rates and 

information on

National Classified Advertising visit: 

www.cnhi-can.com

Or Call:

Mark Weingarten

1-800-821-8139 

ext 210

The American Community Classified Network

(“AC-CAN”) accepts no liability or responsibility

for failure to insert an advertisement. The AC-

CAN accepts no liability for any error in an

advertisement, regardless of course, except for

the cost of the space actually occupied by the

error. The AC-CAN reserves the right to reject,

at its discretion, any advertisement deemed

objectionable by The AC-CAN in subject matter,

phraseology or composition, or to classify any

advertisements.

HELP WANTED Imagine you are...

Looking To Buy or Sell A

Business & Are Matched

With The Right Opportunity

Quickly 

NBCS World’s Largest

Match Maker of

Businessses 

CALL 1-800-999-SALE 

Or Visit 

www.NBCSLLC.com

$700-$800,000+

FREE CASH GRANTS!

2007!

NEVER REPAY!

Personal/Medical Bills,

School, New Business-

As seen on T.V.

NO CREDIT CHECK!

Live Operators!

1-800-270-1213 

ext. 20
(NOT VALID IN TN)

NEED $50,000?

Up to $1,000,000

Guaranteed!
FREE GRANT MONEY

For Almost 

ANY REASON!

Call

1-877-568-1400

CASH

LOANS
and GRANTS!

$1,000 TO $300,000

Poor credit and

Low income accepted!

Same Day Processing:

1-800-691-0210
(Call 24 hours)

MISCELLANEOUS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

DISH NETWORK

SAVE MONEY!

NO Equipment to Buy!

Over 165 Digital Channels!

Lifetime Equip. Warranty!

FREE INSTALLATION!

FREE DVR UPGRADE!

FREE 4 ROOMS!

ONLY $29.99 Month! 

CALL NOW!!!

1-800-425-5728
Promo Code: 12711

*2007 POSTAL JOBS!*

$14.80 to $59.00 per hour.

PLUS Full Federal Benefits.

NOW HIRING!!!

No Experience Required.

Green Card OK. 

CALL TODAY!!!

1-866-297-7126
ext. 20

Closed Sundays.

FINANCIAL

This is creating MILLIONAIRES!

EARN $1,000 DAILY

with ABSOLUTE proof!

97% of this business 

is AUTOMATED!

“Three Step Success System”

24hr info line:

1-800-887-1897

FINANCIAL

The Big Spring Herald supports all local and
area schools and wishes them the best in all

their endeavors
BIG

SPRINGHERALD
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710 Scurry, P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 79721 • (432) 263-7331

Card #__________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________
Signature________________________

Master Card

13
00

8

YES! Start my subscription for ____ months.
Enclosed is $_________.

Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

City_________________________________

State ____  Zip ____________

Telephone ____________________________

Subscribe
Now
And

Subscription Price      News Stand Price

One Year $93.42 $195.00
Six Months $51.90 $97.50
Three Months  $25.95 $48.75 
One Month $8.65 $15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

SAVE
up to 52%

over news stand prices

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Paid training, va-
cations. PT/FT/ 
1-800-584-1775 Ext. 6901 
USWA.

RN’S, LVN’S, CNA’s.
Earn up to $40.00 HR!! 
Call 1-866-914-2199.  
txprn@rapidtemps.com

SUBWAY now hiring all shifts 
and all positions including Man-
agement. Apply in person only, 
1000 South Gregg Street. No 
Phone Calls.

Taking applications for 
Counter Help. Must be very en-
thusiastic. Duties include filing, 
computer, phone and etc. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
health insurance & retirement. 
Apply in person, Credit World, 
1611 Gregg. No Phone Calls 
Please.

TESTERS & DRIVERS 
wanted. Class A CDL with 
tanker, Hazmat a plus. Must 
pass drug test. Paid insurance 
and vacation. Apply Daves 
Tubing Testing & Hotoil Serv-
ice,  5901 N. Service RD East 
I-20. (432)263-1747.

TexaStone Quarries is hiring 
full time laborers to work in the 
plant and also in the quarry. 
Benefits available. Apply in 
person 1400 Sherrod Road, 
Garden City or call 
432-354-2569.

TEXASTONE QUARRIES is 
seeking a permanent person 
for the front office. Needs to 
have phone voice and eti-
quette. General office duties 
and computer experience. In-
surance and benefits available. 
Fax resume to (432)354-2669 
or call (432)354-2569 for ap-
pointment.

THE HOWARD County Sher-
iff’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for a part-time dispatcher. 
Bilingual preferred. Applica-
tions are available in the Sher-
iff’s office, 1st floor of the How-
ard County Courthouse, 300 S. 
Main St. M-F, 8-5 EOE.

THE MARTIN County Hospital 
District is seeking Full-time 
Nurses. One RN for day posi-
tion, one RN night position and 
one LVN for day position. 12 
hours shifts. Full Medical, Den-
tal and Vision Benefit, along 
with PTO benefits. Please con-
tact Rance Ramsey, DON at 
310 N. Saint Peter, Stanton, 
Texas or (432)756-3345 ext. 
228.

THE MARTIN County Hospital 
District of Stanton is seeking a 
PRN File Clerk. Please pick up 
application at 610 N. Saint Pe-
ter, Stanton, TX or fax resume 
to 432/756-3341 or contact Ali-
son Israel, CFO at 
432/756-3345, ext. 226.

Help Wanted
THE MARTIN County Hospital 
District of Stanton is seeking a 
full-time cook. Monday-Friday, 
every other weekend, full bene-
fits. Please pick up application 
at 610 N. Saint Peter, Stanton, 
TX or fax resume to 
432/756-3341 or contact Paul 
McKinney, CEO at 
432/756-3345 ext 225 or Alison 
Israel, CFO ext 226.

WANTED: RECEPTIONIST to 
answer the phone and greet 
the public in a multiline insur-
ance office. Skills needed are 
the ability to meet people, use 
a typewriter, 10 key adding ma-
chine, fax machine and basic 
computer skills. The person 
hired must be bondable. We 
will train. Please send resume 
to: c/o P.O. Box 1431/164, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-1431.

WANTED: SOMEONE to find 
houses that are for sale. Any 
condition. Pays good. Big 
Spring Area. Call 
(432)349-9310.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

WOODFOREST NATIONAL
Bank is now hiring for Assistant 
Branch Manger, Retail 
Banker/Teller positions at our 
Big Spring location. Please ap-
ply online at 
www.woodforest.com. EOE 
m/f/v/d

Items for Sale
COFFEE/ END tables, $125. 
Dining set, 6 chairs  Rustic, 
$500. Bedroom set, oak, wall 
unit, armoire, $900. Sofa/ 
loveseat, southwest design. 
$250. (432)935-1056.

Lost and Found
LOST FROM the West side 
(West 80), Tall, reddish brown 
with floppy ears should have 
collar but no tags. Call 
432-263-2765, 264-0542 or 
935-3640. Needs medication.

REWARD! LOST digital cam-
era at Big Spring High School 
Talent Show on Apr. 27th. Call 
432-267-7601 or 
432-213-4834.

Miscellaneous
WOOD/IRON PUB table, 
chairs, baker’s rack. FLOOR 
MODEL $599. 806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

FRESH BUFFALO Meat better 
than beef. Choose from 
Steaks, hamburger meat, roast 
and etc. $5.00 per pound. 
Fresh shelled Pecans $5.00 
per pound. Call (432)263-8785.

JUNQUE MART
Thift Store
600 Lamesa
(432)264-0542
Mon -Sat. 10:00-5:00
New: Metal crosses, Texas 
decorations, nice, leather wal-
lets, key chains. Furniture, 
movies, records, clothes $1.

LIMITED TIME Remains. Fam-
ily vacation package specials. 
Family dream vacations now at 
prices you can afford.
www.presentdaytravel.com

SIDE-BY-SIDE Refrigerator, 
water and ice dispenser in 
door, white. $400.00. Call 
(806)544-7950.

Pets
FREE TO good home Beagle 
mixed dog (male). Needs a big-
ger yard. Call (432)935-1906.

Real Estate for Rent

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

Real Estate for Rent

1309 LAMAR. 3 bdr., 1 bath, 
CH/A, $385. month, $200. de-
posit. Call (432)263-1792, 
816-9984. 

304 1/2 West 19th, 1 Bedroom. 
Stove and Refrigerator Fur-
nished. $250. month, $150. de-
posit. Call 432-267-1543.

906 NOLAN. 2 Bdrm.. Stove & 
Refrigerator furnished. $275.00 
month, $125.00 deposit. Call 
(432)263-2394 or 
417-808-0376.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

Real Estate for Sale
2710 CAROL Drive - 4 Bed-
room, 3 bath, 2 car garage. 
CH/A, fenced yard.  Open floor 
plan.  Kentwood ISD area. Call 
432-816-1213.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath. 1340 sq. 
ft. C/A, new roof and dish-
washer, attached garage, built 
in stove and oven, fence, new 
paint. Call 432-267-5855. 
$83,000

3/2, COMPLETELY remodeled 
country home, new metal roof 
on 1 acre, with riding arena & 3 
stalls. Forsan ISD. $82,000. 
NO OWNER FINANCE. Call 
(432)466-1850.

301 RAMSEY (Coahoma ISD) 
3 bedroom,  2 bath, carport, 
barn, water well on extra lots. 
Call (432)466-1083.

NEW LISTING.... with new up-
dated kitchen & bath, carpet, 
paint. All about a year old. 
Home Realtors (432)263-1284.

SAND SPRINGS... 3/2 W/RV 
Storage, above ground pool, 
24’x32’ workshop. All in Im-
maculate condition pm 1-acre. 
Call for details Home Realtors 
(432)263-1284.

FOR SALE or Trade House 
and 5 acres. Will trade for 
house in city limits. For more 
info.  Call (432)634-3514.

FOUR BEDROOM/ 2.5 up-
dated Highland home. #1 
Coachmens Circle. Call for 
appt. (432)267-2260.

Need a House: 
OWNER FINANCE 
Tough Credit OK
Only 1% Down, 
$400 Off Closing Cost
Homes from $49,900. 
For a list call (432)687-2696 or 
pick up a list at 1611 W. Texas 
Ave., Midland.

OWNER FINANCE, $4000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

PRICE REDUCED. For Sale
By Owner. 4208 Parkway, 3 
bdr/1 bath. Low down, low 
monthly. Call 432-270-3140.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1600 Canary, 1413 
Sycamore, 605 Abrams and 
4115 Muir. Easy Terms. Call 
Reagan at 432-634-6818.

SMALL PARTIAL land for 
sale. 5 miles south of Big 
Spring & 1 1/2 miles west of 
Coahoma. Owner will Finance 
or Texas Veterans. 
(432)263-8785.

3 BEDROOM, 1 bath, 2 living 
area. Brick home with new car-
pet, paint, and vinyl flooring. 
Owner will pay closing costs. 
$60,000. 432-889-6402.

TWO YEAR old doublewide, 
Excellent condition! Can be 
moved. Owner transferring, 
priced for quick sale! Serious 
inquires only! Financing avail-
able, upon good credit. 
(432)213-3235, (432)213-0917.

Services Offered
REGISTERED HOME Day-
care/ Pre-school. Base Acad-
emy. After school/summer. 
Part-time or Full-time. 
Monday-Friday. 6am-6pm. Pre-
viously licensed in WYO. Call 
432-264-1593.

Vehicles

Legals
The City of Coahoma is now ac-

cepting bids on the following used 
city equipment:
1988 John Deere 310-C Backhoe
Sealed bids are to be turned in 

by Monday, May 14, 2007 at 5:00 
p.m. and then will be opened at the 
regular council meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at the 
Coahoma City Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Bids are to be brought by the 
Coahoma City Hall located at 122 
N 1st or mailed to City of Coa-
homa, P.O. Box 420, Coahoma, 
Texas 79511. For more information 
please call (432) 394-4287.
Equipment will be sold as is and 

the City of Coahoma has the right 
to reject any and all bids.
#5348  May 2, 6, 9 & 13, 2007

CITY OF BIG SPRING
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Pursuant to the authority granted 
by the City Council of the City of 
Big Spring, Texas, the City of Big 
Spring will receive sealed bids on 
the following date/time for the pur-
chase of the below listed 
items/equipment:
1.  Date/Time: Monday May 14, 
2007, at 2:00 p.m., for the following

1. (1) each Tub Grinder
Bids are to be opened and read 

aloud in the Big Spring City Hall 
Conference Room, Upstairs at 310 
Nolan Street, Big Spring, Texas 
79720, with award to be made at a 
regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Big Spring City Council. Bid infor-
mation and specifications may be 
obtained from the Office of the Pur-
chasing Agent, 1380 Airpark Drive 
East, Bldg. #19, Big Spring, Texas 
79720. All bids must be marked 
with the date of the bid and a gen-
eral description of the bid item(s). 
The City of Big Spring reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any or all formalities.
#5359 May 6 & 13, 2007

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  2  Bdrmss

27
09

9

2 & 3
Bedrooms
Rent Based on Income

NORTHCREST
APARTMENTS
1002 North Main
Big Spring, TX
(432) 267-5191

27
21

0

Equal Opportunity

BEAUTIFUL
GARDEN

COURTYARD
• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished
PARKHILL
TERRACE
APARTMENTS
800 W. Marcy Drive
263-5555       267-5444

20
83

6

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD

COMPLEX
Swimming Pool

Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,

Senior Citizen
Discounts

1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 20

83
7

Ellen Phillips
Realtors 28

59
9

SUNDAY 2:00 - 4:00

★ 2307 BRENT ★

★ 700 CAPRI CT. ★

★ 2805 CORONADO ★

★ 710 CRAIGMONT ★

★ # 3 HIGHLAND COVE ★

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover           263-1252          1-866-265-4104
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

19
43

5

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.
ALL BILLS PAID

108 Cedar
Sunday, May 6th ~ 2-5 pm

Ranch Style Home
Large 5 bedroom, 5 bath, office, pool hall

and in ground pool
$350,000 28585

Bob Brock Ford
500 W. 4th       267-7424

25
54

8

Several New 2006 Models 
To Choose From

Huge Discounts!

ANSWERS
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BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Poet Fiona Macleod

wrote, “My heart is a
lonely hunter that hunts
on a lonely hill.” Poet
Julia Pardoe
wrote, “The
heart is a
free and
fetterless
thing — a
wave of the
ocean, a bird
on the
wing?” Pluto
asks,
“Which are
you more
like?” as he
takes lady Venus into the
depths of the heart. Is
your heart fulfilled or
hungry?

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Words can fail the
human heart, but they
can also resuscitate it.
When the beauty of a
song lyric or poem lands
on a tender spot in need
of care, you’ll know
exactly how to give back
to the one you love.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A famous Rolling
Stones song proclaimed
that you can’t always get

what you want. But how
about what you need? If
you lighten up, you may
just get both what you
want and what you need
by 7 p.m. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Contrary to what you
once believed, there’s no
conspiracy designed to
keep you from your
highest interest. You
reach out, and the world
opens its arms. It’s as
simple as that. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Does self-denial bring
one closer to sainthood?
Or is it just a righteous
cloak for low self-esteem?
Today there’s a clever
way to have your cake
and eat it, too. Just ask a
Sagittarius person.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’re earning the
reputation of teacher and
respected wise-person in
your community of peers,
so you’ll naturally attract
a few immature souls in
need of direction. Be the
gentle guide.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’re placing a lot of
importance on a technical
detail because you value

consistency. However, it
benefits you to be more
like the graceful willow
— when the wind asks it
to bend, it does. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You’re more at home
with yourself than you’ve
been in years, and yet
you’re simultaneously
prompted to reach beyond
familiar boundaries into
the great unknown. Love
can take you there. So
can art.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Some live in shades
of gray — that life would
be incredibly dull for
you. However, before you
dismiss someone else’s
experience, let his or her
story impress upon your
view of the world.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). The remarkable
power you’re generating
transmits to everyone
you meet. You may not
know how strongly you’re
coming on, so keep a
healthy perspective on
any strange reactions you
receive.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Something is
missing. It’s possible

your rules have kept this
piece out of your life.
Rules send strong
messages to the
unconscious, but the good
part is, you can always
amend them when
necessary.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You love your
friends for the ways
you’re alike. You also
love them for the ways in
which you’re different.
The differences may be
more pronounced now,
challenging you to stay
open.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). The search for
meaning is one of the
oldest journeys in
history. After you’ve
cracked a few secret
codes, you may realize
there’s nothing to know
that you haven’t already
experienced in your
dreams.

FORECAST FOR THE
WEEK AHEAD: Venus is
so popular. So why is she
hanging out with Pluto,
Mr. Unpopular? She’s the
girl you admired in
school for her popularity,
beauty and brains. Pluto’s

the lone wolf. He travels
solo in dark glasses and a
trench coat. He could be a
bad boy, but his brooding
gives him away — there’s
something about those
dark, penetrating eyes.
When Venus catches
Pluto silently watching
her in the hallway, she’s
intrigued. She’s never
encountered someone like
him. He’s got an aura of
danger and power. And
he’s smokin’ hot.
Literally. In myth, Pluto
is the king of the
underworld, promising
spiritual encounters with
fate and hardship that
strip us of our superficial
values. In exchange for
naivetÈ, we get the one
thing that no one can
ever take away: personal
power. Through their
meeting, Venus uncovers
her own inner reservoir
of strength to meet
whoever comes her way.
If someone or something
both intrigues and makes
you strangely suspicious
this week, it’s Pluto. You
could be asked, like
Venus, to surrender your
innocence for depth.

What cracks your heart
wide open also ripens it
for beauty, truth and
power.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Will George Clooney be a
bachelor forever? It’s the
million-dollar question
that single women of
America are obsessed
with. Michelle Pfeiffer
and Nicole Kidman both
bet $10,000 that Clooney
would father a child by
age 40 — they lost.
Clooney has the chart of
a gentle rogue. This
freewheeling gentleman
believes in old-fashioned
chivalry. He’d rather be
alone than disrespect a
lady.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

Dear Annie: We have
three adult sons, one of
whom is married with
two young daughters. We
had very little bonding
with their first child. Our
daughter-in-law’s mother
took over, even though
she had three other
grandchildren. We gave
in other ways, including
money for preschool
every month and paying
for vacations. When the
second baby was born, we
were allowed to baby-sit
more often. In fact, once
a week, the little girl
stayed with us after
school.

Not too long ago, we
were at their house when
our granddaughter
wanted to show me some
photos. Apparently, she
pulled out the wrong
album, because I saw
several pictures of her
dad’s big birthday party.
A lot of family and
friends were there, but
obviously, we were not
included.

I was so shocked and
hurt that I blurted out
that her parents were
mean not to invite us,
and she relayed that
remark to her parents. At
first, nothing changed.
We continued to take our
granddaughter after
school, although instead
of bringing her home, our
son would pick her up.
We thought it was
considerate until I asked
why. My daughter-in-law
then berated us and said
we were snoops and not
to be trusted in their
house. I suggested family
counseling, which she
refused. Instead, she
recommended I write a
letter of apology, fax it to
her, and she would show
it to our son. I did this.

Now we are allowed to
see our grandchildren
only on their terms. The
special bond built up for
several years is shattered.
My grandchildren seem
guarded. We feel rejected
and sad. What can we do?
— Not So Grand

Dear Grand: You were
wrong to speak ill of your
son and his wife in front
of their child, and we
trust you won’t do it
again. But it’s too bad
your son and daughter-in-
law couldn’t apologize for
their wrong assumptions
about snooping and,
worse, for having a
family birthday party and
excluding you. Still, they
control this situation. If
you want to keep your
relationship with your
grandchildren (and your
son), you’ll have to
swallow this hurt and toe
the line. Sorry.

Dear Annie: I’m in my
60s and have been
celibate for years, even

before my husband’s
death. I now feel as if I
would like to have a male
companion or possibly
marry again. 

My church has no
single males near my age
group, and I have no
desire for the bar scene.
How does someone like
me go about meeting
anyone and forming a
friendship? I have been
out of the dating scene
for so many years, I
haven’t a clue. Any
advice will be greatly
appreciated. — Lonely 

Dear Lonely: First, let
your friends and family
members know that you
are interested in meeting
someone. Then, get
involved. Join a choir,
theater group, health or
travel club, work for a
political candidate,
volunteer at a hospital or
take dance lessons. AARP
has singles groups, and
you also can check out
reputable online dating
sites. If you fill your time
doing fun and interesting
things, you will appear
fun and interesting to
others, while enjoying
what life has to offer. 

Dear Annie: “California
Charger” referred to his
wife as the “proverbial
little old lady from
Pasadena,” saying she
drives too slowly. Surely
you remember that the
original song about the
Little Old Lady from
Pasadena (Jan & Dean
and The Beach Boys) says
she actually drove too
fast: “And everybody’s
sayin’ that there’s nobody
meaner, than the Little
Old Lady from Pasadena.
She drives real fast and
she drives real hard.
She’s the terror of
Colorado Boulevard. It’s
The Little Old Lady from
Pasadena. Go, Granny,
go, Granny, go, Granny,
go!” — M.L., Lafayette,
Ind. 

Dear M.L.: You’re right
about the song, but the
phrase, “little old lady
from Pasadena,” was
originally attributed to
used-car salesmen who
claimed their vehicles
were once owned by
“little old ladies” who

drove rarely and
cautiously. That’s why
the line was parodied in
the hit record. But thanks
for the memories.

Dear Annie: My
daughter, “Lara,” is a 37-
year-old single mom and
unemployed. She had a
difficult childhood, and
as her mother, I feel
partly to blame. Over the
years, my husband and I
have paid for several
types of therapy for her,
and we also provide her
with a free place to live
and have been paying her
bills. Now that my
husband is retired,
however, we are no
longer able to continue
and have told her so.

Lara is an alcoholic,
and that is probably the
reason she has not gotten
a job. I would
immediately kick her out,
except for my 5-year-old
grandchild. I worry about
his well-being. Recently
he had eight cavities
filled and a tooth
extracted, and I think
this is due to neglect. He
weighs only 29 pounds
and looks very fragile. 

My grandson’s father is
in the picture, but he,
too, has a drinking
problem. My daughter
barely speaks to him. 

My conscience will not
let me kick them out, and
she knows it. What do we
do? How can I help my
grandchild and my
daughter? — Distraught
in Texas

Dear Distraught: We’re
not sure you can help
Lara, because she doesn’t
seem ready to be helped.
You can, however,
petition to get custody of
your grandson, if you are
willing to take your
daughter to court, and we
hope you are. The boy is
in need of a stable home
with responsible parents.
(It’s also possible that
Lara would be relieved to
have you raise him.) 

Contact Families
Anonymous
(familiesanonymous.org)
at 1-800-736-9805, and Al-
Anon (al-anon-
alateen.org) for assistance
with Lara and her alcohol
problems. Then talk to a
lawyer about the steps
you need to take in order
to protect your grandson.
Good luck.

Dear Annie: I have been
invited to a May evening
wedding, which will take
place outside. Upon
checking the couple’s
wedding webpage, it
states “formal casual
dress” for guests. 

Isn’t it either formal or
casual? No one I have
spoken to has heard of
this. I think it means
suits for men, but no
tuxes. What do women

wear?
Also, the food choices

for the dinner are
unacceptable because I
have gastric reflux. I will
get deathly sick if I eat
anything on the menu.
What am I supposed to
do? — Wondering in the
Northeast 

Dear Wondering: Sigh.
Instructions on attire are
supposed to be helpful,
not confusing. There is
no “formal casual”
designation. It’s
something the bride and
groom have created
because they don’t want
their guests to be
uncomfortable, but they
also don’t want them
wearing jeans. You
should ask the bride what
she has in mind, though
generally, for an evening,
outdoor, not-very-formal
wedding, men wear suits
or sport coats, and
women wear street-length
cocktail or sundresses, or

dressy slacks. As for the
food, eat a filling meal
before you leave home,
and bring carrot sticks or
an apple in your purse.
(P.S.: If you aren’t on
medication for gastric
reflux, see your doctor.)

Dear Annie: This is in
response to “Gifting
Dilemma,” who seems to
think no one likes
charitable donations
instead of actual gifts. 

I would like to say that
I greatly appreciate these
donations. My husband
and I are fortunate
enough to have what we
need at this time, and
when our friends make
donations in our name,
we feel gratified. We are
lucky enough to have
friends who know of our
interests and make these
donations to
organizations we approve
of. 

Instead of a gift we
don’t need or won’t use,

we would much rather
have the money go to a
worthy cause that we
support. — Carol 

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie’s Mailbox,
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators
.com. 

© 2007 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need
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BOB BROCK
Ford  Lincoln  Mercury  Nissan

500 W. 4th St.                                                                267-7424

BOB BROCK BOLD MOVES

Twelve ‘06 Models Remaining

2007 FORD EDDIE BAUER EXPEDITION 4X2
STK# 1383, MSRP $40,600, Ford Rebate $3,000
Dealer Discount $2,000, Save $5,000 OFF MSRP

2007 FORD F150 4X2 REGULAR CAB
STK# 1288, MSRP $20,245, Ford Rebate $3,000
Dealer Discount $472.50, Save $3472.50 OFF MSRP

SAVE
$5,000 OFF

MSRP

SAVE
$3452.50 OFF

MSRP

Sale Price
$35,600

Sale Price
$16,772

Our Loss YOUR GAIN

0%
For 60 Months

On Select Models
See Dealer For Details

STAND UP AND BE
COUNTED!

VOTE!
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1409 
Lancaster St.RILEY CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH CENTER

Results Oriented Treatment For:
• Disk Bulges   • Back & Neck Pain  • Sciatic/Leg Pain 
• Heel Pain / Heel Spurs • Headache  • Shoulder/Arm Pain

• Capal/Tunnel • Wrist Pains

Dr. James Riley, D.C. and Callie Riley

27
22

5

226633--66118855

MMoosstt  
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A CHIP IN YOUR EAR

Call Livingston Hearing Center today for a FREE demon-
stration of this superior listening technology.

Free Listening Demonstration Of This
Award-Winning Technology THIS WEEK!

Micro hearing 
circuit

� Virtually eliminates feedback, no more annoying buzzing.

� Manages noise so hearing, comfort and quality are

enhanced.

� Adapts to changing environments; As sounds change, so

does the hearing instrument.

� Improves speech intelligibility in noise; Instantly reacts and

responds automatically; no manual adjustments needed.

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NANO
This week you can See...Demo...Try this amazing new technology - a
technology so smart, it’s nearly human.  It allows the instrument to
recognize, remember and classify the sounds YOU hear so you never
have to make an adjustment.

This is a true
automatic

hearing aid!

This week, save $500 off on the new NANO technology from Livingston!

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

12 months 
NO INTEREST 

(for qualified
buyers)

Almost Invisible

8 Reasons Open Ear Hearing
Aids Are Winning Greater
Customer Satisfaction

• Non-Occluding
• Cosmetically Appealing

• Comfortable
• Natural Sound

• Instant Gratification
• Directional Microphone

• Digital Sound Processing
• Natural Ambient Sounds

NOW...A HEARING AID THAT LETS YOU HEAR LIKE
YOU DID BEFORE YOU NEEDED A HEARING AID.

We invite you to come in for a listening demonstration of
the Open Ear Technology.  During the introductory offer,

TRADE IN your old hearing aids and we’ll give you $500 off
the list price for a new set of OTE hearing instruments.

211 Johnson St. in Big Spring
432-267-7052
1-888-687-2955
Family owned & operated since 1953.

BRANHAM AUTO SALES
Welcomes

Randy
Gee

To the sales staff, we are out buying pre-
owned vehicles all over the state.

For your next car, truck or SUV
Come see Randy with almost 3 decades
of serving the folks of Howard County’s

Automotive Needs.

700 E. 4th                                 267-9535

28567

27134

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

Se Habla Español

By ROXANA HEGEMAN
Associated Press Writer

GREENSBURG, Kan. —
Tornadoes killed at least seven
people and leveled most of this
southwest Kansas town, a state
official said Saturday. Rescuers
with dogs searched door to door
for survivors.

The dead include six in Kiowa
County, where Greensburg is
located, and one in nearby
Stafford County, said Sharon
Watson, a spokeswoman for the
Kansas Adjutant General’s
Department.

The tornado that struck
Greensburg late Friday dam-

aged about 90 percent of the
town about 110 miles west of
Wichita, City Administrator
Steve Hewitt said Saturday.

Dazed residents walked the
streets, looking for loved ones
and taking in the sight of crum-
bled buildings and smashed
cars in the town of some 1,600
people.

Much of downtown was
destroyed, along with City Hall,
the high school and the junior
high school, Hewitt said.

“I don’t think we have a busi-
ness left downtown,” he said. A
mandatory evacuation was
ordered, he said.

Emergency personnel and

search and rescue teams raced
to Greensburg from throughout
southwest Kansas. Trained
dogs accompanied law enforce-
ment officers who searched
house to house for anyone
trapped or injured.

“There is still a possibility we
do not have all of the people
accounted for in that town,”
Watson said. “That is some-
thing we will be working fever-
ishly to do over the next sever-
al hours.”

Hewitt said at least 50 people
had been taken to hospitals, 16
in critical condition, but said
exact numbers were impossible
to come by. Rescuers pulled

about 30 people from the base-
ment of a partially collapsed
hospital early Saturday.

A storm front spawned torna-
does along a line stretching
northeast from Greensburg
through central Kansas. Three
small tornadoes also touched
down Friday in rural south-
western Illinois, but officials
said there were no reports of
injury or damage. Two torna-
does struck in Oklahoma, dam-
aging some structures but
injuring no one, officials said.

Larry Ruthi, a meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Dodge City, said the
storm system spawned at least

three significant tornadoes,
including the one that hit
Greensburg. He said there were
likely other smaller twisters.

The weather service
described the tornado that
struck Greensburg as a
“wedge,” an especially broad
and tall formation. Frederick
Kruse of the weather service’s
Dodge City office said there
were initial reports that the tor-
nado was at least three-quarters
of a mile wide on the ground.

Watson said the state fire
marshal’s office dispatched haz-
ardous materials teams because
railroad cars in Kiowa County
had overturned.

At least 7 dead as tornado levels Kansas town

By STEVE QUINN
Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU, Alaska — For
several thousand dollars
and other promises, an
Alaska legislator and two
former lawmakers threw
their support behind a tax
scheme and a natural gas
pipeline plan that would
have benefited an oil ser-
vices company, prosecu-
tors said.

The three men, Rep.
Victor Kohring of
Wasilla, and former state
Reps. Pete Kott of Eagle
River and Bruce
Weyhrauch of Juneau,
were arrested Friday but
deny wrongdoing. The
three Republicans plead-
ed not guilty at their
arraignments.

Kohring was charged
with extortion, attempted
extortion, bribery and
conspiracy, according to
a federal grand jury
indictment unsealed
Friday. Kott and
Weyhrauch each entered
their pleas to four counts,
including conspiracy to
commit extortion, extor-
tion, bribery and fraud. If
convicted of all charges,
each of the men could
face up to 55 years in
prison and a $1 million
fine.

Prosecutors allege the
three were involved in a
scheme that unfolded as
lawmakers weighed a
new petroleum profits tax
structure and a contract
for a natural gas pipeline

last year.
Kott, the former House

speaker, explicitly said
during a teleconference
with company officials
that he would support the
pipeline and the compa-
ny’s preferred version of
the tax proposal if he was
made warden of a prison
the company was build-
ing in the Caribbean,
according to the indict-
ment.

“You’ll get your gas
line, the governor gets his
bill, and I’ll get my job in
Barbados,” he told compa-
ny executives.

The tax passed, but the
contract for the pipeline
negotiated by former Gov.
Frank Murkowski was
never approved.

Current, former Alaska lawmakers indicted
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Is change in the air this 

SPRING?
Call on these experienced 
home improvement 

professionals to help spruce up
your home for springtime!

STUCCO • DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS • BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons Concrete
(432) 466-0573
Cell 816-6561

FRED RUBIO
621 SGT. PARADEZ

BIG SPRING, TX  79720

27
50

7

• Additions • Remodeling
• Refinishing • Kitchens
• Baths • Doors
• Garage Doors and Openers

409 E. 3rd.                                        267-5811

Bob’s Custom Woodwork
Serving Big Spring Since 1971

27
78

1Sales, Service and Installator

• Tomatoes

• Vegetable
Plants

• Shrubs & Trees

• Weed Killer

and much more

• Full Service Nursery, 
Landscape Design & 

Installations

• Professional Tree   
Trimming

• Licensed In-Custom  
Irrigation System and 

Repairs

Over 30 years of
South Hwy. 87   Landscape & Nursery Excellence 267-5275

27780

Free 
Estimates 

Free 
Estimates 

Johansen’s
Landscape and Nursery

Southwestern A-1 Pest Control. Inc.
Since 1954

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Texas PCL 675

2008 Birdwell • Big Spring
263-6514 or 1800-346-0441

www.swa1pc.com

27
50

5

27
49

6

Four Seasons Windows
Your Home Deserves the Best!

• Thermo Vinyl 
Windows

264-8610

100% Financing Available

27
49

7

Four Seasons Siding
Residential • Commercial

• Vinyl Siding

• Steel Siding

264-8610

100% Financing Available

27
49

8

Four Seasons Insulation
Save Money by Insulating!

• Wall and Attic 
Insulation

264-8610

100% Financing Available

27
50

0

Special! 
High Efficiency American Standard 

A/C and Heating Systems

ALL MAKES & MODELS

GARTMAN 
A/C & HEATING

EPA Certified Technicians

263-1902
Buster Gartman
TACLBOO3559E

FINANCING AVAILABLE
90 days same as cash

Chain Link • Metal
Cedar • Dog Kennels
Ornamental • Iron

B & M
Fence Co.

Commercial • Residential
Get Our Price & Compare

FREE Estimates

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613 • 1-800-525-1389
2117 N. Hwy. 87 • Big Spring

27
50

3

Quality Fence Co.

Free Estimates
• Installation
• Repair
• Commecial

or 
Residential

267-3349
• Wood
• Chainlink
• Concrete

Jimmy Marquez - Owner
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BBeeaarr     CCllaaww    SShhaarrppeenniinngg    SSeerrvviiccee
Open 9:00 - to - 5:00 Monday—Friday

NEW!!! MOOREMAKER Working Knives, folding & fixed
Great selection and prices. Must SEE!!!

100 Airbase Rd., Big Spring Corner of West Hwy 80 & Airbase Rd. 267-493526816

NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO

Heart Of The City Realtors

1209 Gregg St.    
(432) 714-4555 Sunday 

2-4 p.m.
28297

6507 E. MIDWAY RD. 2302 ROBERTS DRIVE 301 ECHOLS-COAHOMA

2101 W. Wadley Ave. #10 • Midland, Texas 79705

432-682-0029 • 432-570-0094 28
31

5

By ALICIA A. CALDWELL
Associated Press Writer

DELL CITY (AP) —
Maxine Bryant received
an ad in her mailbox last
year for undeveloped land
in West Texas and
bought, sight unseen, 20
acres of sorry-looking
desert in the middle of
nowhere.

The Florida woman said
the real estate company,
Florida Top Land, told
her a Home Depot was
coming to nearby Dell
City and that the airport
— if that’s what you can
call a gravel strip along a
farm field — would soon
be improved.

She said she was led to
believe, like some of the
200 or so other customers
who bought the compa-
ny’s pitch and paid
$15,000 to $20,000 for a 20-
acre lot, that this was a
place where “things are
happening.”

But if things are hap-
pening around Dell City,
it’s news to locals. And
clearly, some of the buy-
ers didn’t look very close-
ly at a map before signing
on the dotted line.

“It’s desert? What we
bought is desert?” said
new landowner Robert
Brown of Hollywood, Fla.
“It’s not wetland?”

Florida Top Land has
not been accused of any
wrongdoing, and none of
the customers inter-
viewed for this story are
threatening to sue.
Florida Top Land presi-
dent and chief executive
Dennis Grant denied mis-
leading anyone.

“Twenty years from
now, which is not a long
time, people are going to
be building all over the
place,” he said. “So people
might say there’s an area
where there is nothing
right now, just like
Florida. When people saw
what happened in Florida
and other parts of the
country ... they saw some-
thing that can change,
and I know this will
change, too.”

The land is a few miles
outside Dell City, a spot
along the Texas-New
Mexico line that has 400
residents, no grocery
store, no bank, no doc-
tor’s office. Farmers grow
wheat from the hard-

scrabble earth. A mineral-
rich reservoir irrigates
the fields, but it’s general-
ly not suitable for drink-
ing. Drinking water is
available only by well,
and electrical service is
spotty.

Outside of town, a wel-
come sign touting Dell
City as “The Valley of
Hidden Waters” is sur-
rounded by flat, empty
land, big sky, and a two-
lane road, straight as a
shotgun blast, that rece-
des to the horizon. A
street sign, marking the
intersection of a nonexis-
tent Keen Ave. and
Overton Rd., stands for-
lornly amid scrubby vege-
tation and sand.

Many modern conve-
niences are close to 100
miles away, with no gas
station in between.

No one seems to have
any plans to civilize the
area, either.

Don Harrison, a Home
Depot spokesman in
Atlanta, said no mega
hardware store is coming
to Dell City, whose entire
population could fit
inside one. And no
improvements are plan-

ned at the Dell City “air-
port,” which does not
even have a terminal
building.

Grant, the real estate
company president,
acknowledges as much
and is advertising the
land as an investment
today that will help the
buyer “retire wealthy
tomorrow.”

He said that anything
customers were told
about a Home Depot and
airport improvements
had to do with El Paso,
which is nearly 100 miles
away and is anticipating
a mini-boom from a
planned expansion at Fort
Bliss.

He also said he tells cus-
tomers about reported
plans for a private space-
port being built by
Amazon.com founder Jeff
Bezos about 90 miles from
Dell City.

Bryant, a 43-year-old
clinical researcher in
Hollywood, Fla., said she
never planned to live on
her 20-acre spread, and
bought it as an invest-
ment. Still, she said she
was surprised to hear a
description of the town

from a reporter.
“So I’ll be holding on to

that land for a long, long
time,” a bemused-sound-
ing Bryant said.

Grant, who runs a
church ministry and sells
mostly to fellow Jamaican
immigrants, said he is
confident buyers are
pleased, and he offers
post-purchase trips to
check out the land. He
said if any customers
change their minds after
seeing the land, he will
buy the property back.

Other investors said
they are not worried.
After all, they reasoned,
the value of their hold-
ings is bound to rise as
open land becomes
scarce, much the way it
has in Florida.

“That’s why we bought,
the potential that years
from know it may be
worth something,” said
Valda Phillips, a 50-year-
old nurse from Florida. “I
know that it won’t be
valuable right now. That
doesn’t bother me.”

Judith Ricketts was
relieved it wasn’t a
swamp.

“I went there and I don’t

mind,” said Ricketts, a
South Florida college
administrator. “As a mat-
ter of fact, I heard (from
friends) that it was
swamp land, so I was
pleasantly surprised. I
really just bought it now
just for keeps. I have
some plans in mind for
the property.”

The land sales have
some folks in Dell City
scratching their heads.

Betty Carol Perry, who
runs the hardware store
with her husband, Leroy
Wayne, said the small
town doesn’t have much
to offer.

“We’ve seen a bank
come and go,” Perry said.
“We’ve seen a lot of peo-
ple come in and then
leave.”

Juanita Collier, the Dell
City administrator and
justice of the peace, said
she has seen countless
speculators buy property
in the area and sell it to
unsuspecting outsiders.

“We have lots of prob-
lems with this,” Collier
said of sight-unseen land
purchases. “They don’t
have any idea what they
are buying.”

‘It’s desert?’ Investors surprised by West Texas land buy
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