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THROUGH THE MIST OF FEAR

By Forrest W, Seyn
Chief Editorial W
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THE STORY: Paul Twi
.t n his own hands when

ped Judy Twing. -
davghier of his dead brother, from
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n thongh »
with kiduapine.
York,

rooming house, May sees plain
clotheamen draw ap eutslde the
Jundy. .

-
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FI'HERE was a heavy knock at

4 the door. May gripped Harry's
arms and whispered with ferce
urgency., *Not a word. Do as |
say!™ Her eyes pleaded for his
obedience. Then she strode to the
door and opened it

The men walked right in, brush-
ing past May. One remeved his
hat. The other didn't bother, In-
stead, he gave May a quick look,
then optically inventoried the
room. The one who had removed
his hat pulled his wallet out and
showed May an identification card
with his picture on It

*“Just doing some checking, lady
Nothing to get scared about
What's your name?™

She had given the landlady her
right name apd there were things
in her purse that would identily
her. There was no use lying.

“May Jenkins.*™

“Where you from?

“*Wheeling.*

“How long you been here?™

“Sinoe last night™

He pgestured towards Harry.
This your kid?™

“Yeaa.”

He walked over to Harry.

“What's your name, son?™
Harry gulped and looked at

By J. R. Williams

This Last Night
By Ferd Nanheim
Copyright 1951, by NEA Service, Inc.

May. He was on the verge of
tears.

“Answer the man, John™ May
intercepted, “Have you lost your
tongue?™

“John." It was a weak whisper

The detective gave May a hard
look. “Let the kid answer his
own questions.”

The other detective — the one
who had taken his hat off—had
been wandering about the room
May had tried to follow his course
without doing so too obviously
Her knees were beginning to act
funny again. She reached out and
held to the refreshingly cold lron
rail at the foot of the bed for
support. The detective had passed
the door of the closet twice and
glanced at it both times but hadn™
opened it. Now he joined his
partner in front of Harry.

“This your mother, kid?*
interrogator asked.

Harry nodded. The detective was
about to frame another guestion
when his companion flicked his
arm with the back of his band
“Save it. We're wasting time. This
alnt the kid His eyes are &
brown as chestnuts. We're looking
for blue.”

The detective put his hat back
on his head, cupped Harry's chin
in his hand and inspected him.

He smiled, “Okay kid"™ Then
he turned to May and took his hat
off again. “Sorry we bothered you,
lady. We got a wrong number.”

. .o

A FTER the detectives left the
s room and closed the door, May
fled to the window threw it
open and leaned out. The group In
front of the bullding had grown
They were staring up at her and
when she appeared several of
them pointed. An excited murmur
carried up to her

May didn't care. She had to hear
what the detectives sald to the
landlady. That was all that mat-
tered now,

the

She

couldn’t emteh what she
the car pulled aw N&"'
words carried
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May lifted

at the little boy. Then

in her arms and hugged
“You were wonderful,

Wonderful. God bless you!*

“,'HF.N Paul Twing woke
morning he had momentary
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cleared frogm his mind and be re-
called the hotel
into late at night,

to the corner. Nothing new,

After a brief breakfast at an
orange julce stand, Paul crossed
the street and went into & drug
store.

While walking about downtown
New York the previous evening he
had debated the safest approach
to Martin Jaboe. He had
where his friend and
would be at the moment,
did know that he
information by going to
of the New York agent of
oll company Jaboe worked
Phoning seemed to be the
expedient.

Paul found the number in
telephone directory and dialed
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