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Gholson Barber '

days. A Perfect Gift. -
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AT noonday they quarreled
When the heat of the sun kept
the flock indolent. Michal was
fondling a young ram, “Is he not
. | beautiful?” she asked, hugging
the lamb to her side.

“Without blemish,” Joel agreed.
“I shall take him to the festival
of Pascha this day week.”

sent the ram from her
with a smart little spank against
flank. “Because he is my
pet!” she cried. “Thou must take
my one lamb for the sacrifice
when thou hast so many more!”

“It is without blemish,” he re-

peated, surprised.
“It is my lamb!" ghe said angri-
ly. *“Thou hast chosen it to pun-

. | ish me”™

The unfairness of her charge
drew a like angry retort from

“Thy lamb i

“As I should be,” she replied,
calm now that he was angered,
and delighting in his fury. “1
should have gone when Drusus
begged »

rn_dy.

handsome babe, Joel, and strong
In the ninth month after his birth,
he could walk. He would follow
me wheresoever | went ™

Her voice was stripped of emo-
tion, putting forth words as naked
of feeling as branches carried by
Jordan into the lake of Asphaltites
are bare of bark. “Flavia came
when the child could walk, Fla-
via"

He cared nothing for Flavia's
coming “Thou wast telling of
how Drusus taught thee love,” he
prompted. And immediately re-
gretted the ill-choosing of his
words.

Michal sighed “Drusus told
me of how Flavia had married a
man old as her father, when she
herself was but a merry child, to
escape the injustice of their fa-
ther's wife.”

“The child,” he said impatiently
“Thou wast telling of Malachi!™

She put a hand to her curls in
the familiar gesture. He fancied
it was disdain that touched her

Y "v‘-.-;;.“'
¥ .
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LAKEVIEW CLUB |

2% Miles North of Cisco on Lake Road
(Highway No. 23)
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At the Lakeview Club
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— ‘1
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b DISTANCE

sll of us in the telephone busi-
ness appreciate your help and
the Christmas

% patience duri
‘ istanice.

| rush on Long
We hope you'll try to keep
the lines clear on New Year's,
too. Many important calls will
be going over Long Distance




