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see action in World War II, iy
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tion in coastal command and anth
submarine patrol work for thw
British. Twin engine, all metal
mid-wing monoplane with retract.
able landing gear and tapered
wing design, twin rudder. Car.
ries crew of five, with
weight of 20,000 pounds
284 mph, 2160-mile rangs, 28+
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tunnel gun and bombs. Carries
load of 7000 pounds. Has
used as all-round combat
dive bomber, strafer, raider, f\
er and convoy patrol eraft. Mosf
hotable achievement was singles
plane capture of enemy_ U-boal
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WOMEN WON'T TALK

‘ i I | N » Gui d New Georgia as Allied troops go on the warpa
T nfmigou::w.‘: %ﬁ: islands. Ma“;o show closeup views of the two arenas of attack,

th against the Japs io these
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HYSTERIA
CHAPTER X1V
THOUGHT all this out as 1
went onward along the path. |

|
|
| Fo

Mattison smiled wryly. “I sup-
pose you've come for my report?™
a moment 1 didn't under-
stand

He went

on. “I'm afraid the

Mattison's cottage locked very only progress I've made is rather

peaceful and cozy
I knocked a couple of times and
when Mattison didn't come, 1
pened the unlatched screen door
crossed the porch and called ‘nto
the living room: “Mr. Mattison-—
Mr. Mattison ™
He didn't ans'ver
wasn't far away or he wouldn't
have left the radio playing. | went
n and sat down wait for him
The Cottage fash
oned out of rough fleld stone. It
rugged and picturesque and a
couple of ni are built in each
ie ntain bric bra It an
yed me to see that the
vere bare, a woman
od them with books or gay pot
ery Harriet had And that re

ded me that the flat

But surely he

fireplace is

hes

niche

stone in

would have|

personal. I've just persuaded your
granddaughter that she ought to
go fishing with me tomorrow

l morning.”

“Oh-report,” I laughed and got
|my breath back. “On the con-
trary, I've just come to ask you
to forget all about my request of
last night. You see, | was being
a very silly old woman, 1 knew
my daughter-in-law had seen the
red talked to him, 1
mean—and 1 was afraid if the pe
lice found that out It w

murde man

ild look

bad for her™

Trying to look as innocent as
+ baby, 1 prattied on But, as
yvou know, it was proved that she
had no connection with the man's
death, and b o & @ | shrugged
eloquently

Mattison looked at me rather

zzically

I rose to my feet Well, that'

His quizzical look resolved into
word You rmear you don"t
want to ki wi killed Derek

rady

I didn™t nything of the
| kind I'm mply not concerned
mny more,” I said tartly. 1 moved
toward the door. He followed me

ed me. “You
too, that my

His words had

might remember

he botton {f one of the niches|
W we. There was a small cav
mmderneath it. We had had a |
ng habit of leaving notes t} ere |
for Walter and Harr‘et in the old
jay
™ot ame back to me now
a flash of sheer inspiration
nd the next moment |1 was look
ng cautiously around to see if
Clint Mattison was yvetl in sight
. » -
' HEARD his footsteps on the
porch and then his form loomed

blac in the doorway

»

{granddaughter engaged,” 1 added

astily

I hope you don't mind my mak
ng myself at home™ 1 said ] He stared over my head at the
wanted to see you so I just came | lake
nd waited.” 1 wish I could forget it," he
Of course not.” he said heartily vid
He crossed the room with long .- » o
stride took his pipe ut of hi ' WALKED fast breause 1 was
mouth. laid it on the mantel and | fur i I had been peeved
\ fown in the chair acr the | by Mattison penetrating remark
earth from me. He didn't glance it my not wanting to know
nce t the niche the stone |who killed Derek Grady And so
mantel wall where I had just hid- |1 had mentioned Kathy engnge
en Derek's wallet The money |ment to give him something to
and Kathy ring were still in it 5\\.«-\ bout. But he might won-
1 would have removed them if Ilder why she wore no ring. He
hadn't been so hurried might even ask her about it

WOMEN WON'T TALK

BY

COPYRIGHT,

Kathy came running out the
study door as I reached the ter-
race. She reached out her -hands
to me as she had when she was
a child and needed help.

“Gram, where have you been?™"
A question she was 0 ask me
later in a far more tragic moment.
“Margaret's having hysterics. It's

—terrible.”

Hysterics aren't a pretty sight
even when a neurotic woman has
them, but seeing Margaret, who
had been one of the staid and firm
bulwarks of our lives, go to pleces
was as devastating as being caught
n an earthquake.

| 1 sent Kathy to phone for a doc-

tor and hurried into the bathreom
to wet some towels in cold water.
I laid them on Margaret's head.
It seemed a long time before the
doctor came. He gave her a hypo-
dermic. She relaxed slowly and
her sobs became a moaning.

“She’ll go to sleep now," the
doctor said looking down at her.

If she wakes and shows any signs

f returning hysteria, give her a
ouple of these. Repeat every two
hours if necessary.”

He had opened his medicine case
while he spoke. He took out a bot-
tle of white pills, poured ten or
twelve of them into his palm, put
them into a small envelope and
handed it to me. I put it on the
night table beside Margaret's bed.

Margaret did go to _sleep and

was stiil-asieep at bw
I slipped into her room ¢t it

he was all right. 1 stood for a
moment looking at her. Even in
sleep her face was sorrowful, and
she seemed to have grown tinler
these last few days. She made a
[pathetically small hump beneath
the quilt

I went to bed and to sleep in
spite of my harried thoughts. But
not soundly. Time after time my
subconscious fears broke through
in frightening dreams and ‘woke
me up

That was how I happened to

hear Margaret
(To Be Continued) !

!

e —

RENE RYERSON"MART

1043, NEA SERVICE, INC.

FISHERMAN

CHAPTER X\
went into Mar

I GoT p and -
garet pom. She was walk-
& the floo I Jest can’t sleep
3 Marth mumbied apol
We we fix that” 1 said
forced cheerfulness. 1 went
the bathroom and returned
with a If glass of water
What that®™ ghe asked sus-
4 iy as 1 reached for the en-
pe on the bedside table
vwomething the doctor left to
make vyou sleeg I said, taking out
two of the tablets
Margaret shrank back. *I ecan't
take them. 1 can't swallow them
Yy wont go down”
“All right, then.," 1 said, sooth
ngly and dropped the two pills

r the half-filled glass of water
shook the glass and tiny bubbles
top of the water. It
if It was going to take
the medicine a long time to dis

"
s ¢ the
oked as

Ive. A chill dawn wind began
to blow the curtains at the open
vindows Margaret saw me

niver
‘Miss Marthe, you'll eatch your

| shoes, and she said, n«
| Mattison was bringing her a pair

| Mattison

ieath of cold,” she said worriedly
with a fAash of her old self. “Go
n back to bed. I'll be all right.”

“Not unless you get into bed |
firat and promise to take this
medicine as soon as the tablets
dissolve.” 1 said

She obeyed. 1 tucked the quilt
wound her, told her to call me it
she didn™ go to sleep soon and
went oul. Kathy's door opened as
I closed Margaret's and she stuck
her head out

What's the matter,
heard you talking ™

“Margaret's aswake"™ 1
plained. “1 just Aixed her some
of that sleeping medicine the doc-
tor left.”

Gram?® 1

ex-

ntending to get up in a few min-
utes to go and see if Margaret had

followed my orders about taking
the sedative, but the bed was
warm ond comforting and 1

slipped to sleep before | knew it
. L .
K.-\TH\' was eating her break-
fast when I got down the next
morning. She had on an outrage-
pair of blue denim overalls
and a red plaid lumberman's
blouse. When she got up and
crossed to the buffet for more toast
the big wide legs of the pants
flapped around her slender ankles
She had on high-heeled pumps
1 gasped and asked her if she
was going fishing in those silly
that Clint

ous

of hip boots to wear She said
they were going to take our boat
and go up to the end of the lake|
and cast for trout in the creek
that comes down from the hills
She looked very alive and almost
excited and the'e was 2 lift to
her wvolce as she chattered

I had & bad moment wondering
whether or not to warn her against
A was sure my change |
of mind about investigating Derek
Grady’s murder had whetted his
curiosity. He might try to find
out things from Kathy

But before 1 could make up my
mind there came a whistle from
outside and Kathy hopped up to
open the door. From my place at
the table 1 saw Mattison, his good

|

arm Joaded with fly rods, an extra

pair of boots, and a kit bag, come |
He piled his gear r‘m{

into the hall
a chair, and Kathy smiled at him

and herded him into the break- |

fast room for a cup of coffee
He apologized for his appear-

ance as he sat down opposite me

He had on a faded shirt and old

| rousers tucked Into hip boots,

There was the click of an elec- |

tric switch and a streak of light
showed beneath the door of Con-
nie and Walter's room. It looked
as I I'd awakened in

and he smelled like—a fisherman
His brokes arm was still in its
cast the empty shirt sleeve

wan to his shoulder,
1 him some coffee and
Kathy began to talk about

rather, Kathy did. 1 glanced up
unexpectedly and caught Matti-
son studying me from under his
lowered brows. There was grim
concentration in hie gray eyes.
My hunch had been right. I knew
it then. Mattison wasn't present
just for the pleasure of Kathy's
company,
- L -

SUDDEN commotion in the

hall ended what might have
become an awkward situation.
down stairs for breakfast @nd

Jack spied Mattisen's fishing traps.
Mis

s Lake was bringing wl‘
Jack's been crazy a ng
ever since Walter took Rim on
the lake once and let him pretend

he was fishing with a real rod.
He made an excited dive for Mat-

| tison's things

“'Ook, I'm goin' fishin'. I'm
goin' fishin"” he chanted with
shrill delight. Miss Lake screamed

Her cry brought us to our feet
and into the hall. Jack was swing-
ing one of the rods around in the
air and the line had gome un-
recled. We saw the dangling hook
flash past Judy's dimpled baby
face and bury itself in one of the
window drapes

Kathy separated Jack from the
fishing stick and Mattison helped
the trembling governess free the
hook. Kathy sal down on the bot-
tom stair step with Jack.

“Those are Mr. Mattison's fAsh-
ing rods,” she told him fArmly.
“You shouldn't have ftouched
them."

That meant nothing to Jack
“Can't T go wif 'Im*™ he
“Me want to cateh fish.™

Kathy laughed in of
seif. “Maybe, the time,”
promised

“Sure,” in. “Next

time l'll"bﬂu a ing pole for

you, too.

anv‘.:.. l: : m m

and the
girl was
he

Margaret's breakfast tray
dishes on it rattied. The

the house. | went back to mlzmunﬂm.u.

]
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