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MR. TUCKER'S OFINION?
CHAPTER V1
hl

ELLO, everybody!”
Diana, having walked up
trom the bus i the cold moon-
ght, paused In the doorway of
the dining room which also served
ss & winter sitting room. Vivid
nd glowing and beautiful, she

Jooked, standing there,

“Dianal™

Her mother pose from the table
where she bad been
through & magazine and took her

daughter in her arms. It was good |
1o feel those arms about her, and | Jiher 11l
to know that whatever happened |

e would slways find security

ere.

looking |  He

“You spoke of having some-
thing else in view—"

“I'll tell you about it later”
Diana said evasively,

She was not surprised when
Diana asked, “Where would 1 be
finding father about now?"

“Most likely in the barn seeing
about the new calf. Better wrap
up warmly--it's pretty cold.”

Her father went quickly about
his tasks and Diana watched him.
There was about him a quiet dig-
nity and strength, more apparent
to his daughter now than ever
before. Diana respected his opin-
on more than anyone else's in the
world

Finally, “There's s« mething on
your mind, Diana,” he said.

Standing there in the shadowy

barn on that cold November
morning, the happenings of two
days ago seemed as remote as
some ima incident on Mars

“Yi he answered., “It's a
little hard to explain”

He smiled. “Go slowly and I
try not w0 be two dense.”

She said, “I've met a very
famous man—and I've received

an offer of marriage.”
was still smiling. *“Let's
hear about the famous man first
I fancy you'd want to keep the
last." .
She knew he'd be excited about
her knowing Stephen Curt, and
he was not disappointed. He shot

Her father shut off the radi juestion after question at her
and young John, who limped al That's one man I've always
itle because of an early attack | wanted to, face W face”
{ infantile paralysis, smiled at|bhe said & ngly
her. Her , an “ag” student at You ¢ the opportunity,”
the Stale University, had already | Diana answered, “He's coming
gone back to school after h down here’ Wednesday to take
week-end holiday. |me back to town. You see--he's
They were glad to see her ar ";"' man who wants fo marry
plied her with guestions Rapidly, before he could speak,

They went t0 bed early, and
ana, back once more in the
clean, bare lttle room of her §
hood, felt for a moment as if she
had never been away.
L - .
'l‘n! next morning Mrs. Tu
seemed anxious to know ¢

her experiences in town

“We see a good deal of BiIll
Jackson,” she offered h nt
“He's gotten in the habit of d
ping by of evenings. He and y
father discuss the worlg situation
pretty generally. Bill always ask

bout you."

'

“l hope he comes while I'm |

here,” Diana said sincerely

“Then you really are going
back?” her mother asked
“Yes—I think s«

to could sense her mother

dMopointment. It would  be

pleasant t0 have another womar
the house, or at least near by
the home Bill Jacksor
xlous to bulld for her daughte

he went into detail concerning
the terms of Stephen's legacy, the
| fact that he was in love with a

man alr arried, that she

eady m
|.\ ild receive ten thousand dol-

or ST
it IIP did not speak for a long
! time after she had finished
Shifting from one foot 1t the
ther, both from cold and nerv-
usness, Diana realized that this

y want her
She

nce she did not rea
father's unbiased opinion

| simply wanted his approval
|  Therefore, when finally he said
I don't like it, Diana,” gravely,
he felt a strange let-down. From
the look on his face ¢ had more
than half suspected what his ver-
t would be. She began to argue
her cause-4 show that she
would really be doing nothing
more than accepling a temporary

ob-—an excellently paid dne, to
She'd be happy and comfortable
Curt's home for a few

Stephen

months, then free to do as she
pleased

“Suppose you fall in love with
him!” he suggested

Diana considered that, Impos-
sible! When she knew from the
beginning that he loved someone
else

At last it ended by her father
saying, “I'll say nothing more un-
til I've talked with Stephen Curt

I can judge better then. Though
a marriage of thatgsort goes
against all I've ever Chen taught

to believe in"

She had to be satisfled with
that. She found herself filled with
restlessness. There was so Jittle
to do at this time of year. She
was glad when Bill Jackson joined
them,

He was big and broad and
kindly. He'd make the same kind
of a husband her father had. Gon-
tle, courteous, agreeable She
knew Bill's eyes followed her
hungrily, but she would not meet
them squarely.

At 6:30 Mr. Tucker said, “It

time for Stephen Curt,” and went
| to the radio
“Dad would rather miss }

supper than Stephen Curt,” Johr
said laughingly
Her father's eyes met Diana

across the room and he smiled |
| think you ought to tell them
daughter, that you've met Mi
Curt and that he'll be coming

down day after tomorrow
There was a murmur of sur-
prise—they all looked at her
strangely. She must have been a
success In town, meeling people
like Stephen Curt
“Tell us what

he's like, sis

John began, but his father held
up a silencing hand

“Later—let's listen now."

The announcer, after a few

prelimmary remarks, put Stephen
on the air. At the sound of tha

commanding wvoice, Diana wa
once more back in  Richard
Thorpe's office, seeing Stephen
standing at the window, looking
out at the falling snow,. She wa
in the crowded lobby, he was
laughing at her for wanting to
be “lady-like.” She was hearing
his wvoice—-but the words that
came over the radio were not the

words she heard

When he had finished, her
father turned off the wadi "3
respect no man's opinions more
than I do Curt's,” he said, and
smiled at Diana again. Was he,
perhaps, getting accustomed to the
idea that had at first so displeased
him? Was the entirely human
thought that this man whom he
s0 admired might be a part of
his family, of his life, even for a
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STEPHEN MEETS THE FAMILY

CHAPTER VII
{ )N Tuesday afterncon Diana
walked down to Bill Jackson's
store at the cross-roads. Her
mother had gone off to a mis-
slonary meeting at the church and
she had become 80 bored with her

own company that she could
tand 1t no longer.
Bill greeted her effusively.

“Well, this §s an honor, Tuke the
hair by the fire”

He puftered about making her
comfortable, hanging up‘an coat
and hat. Diana laug®d. “I

know,
“Now' that T've ggt you here I
won't be letting you go soon.”
She sbout at the or-
derly m'ﬂnn was a little
gmhh. in BUl's store. A
Mure, it was called
Canned goods, produce, hams, dry

m fishing  tackle,
the

"“‘w 10 stay a week, you |on like this always ~hoping-—be=
L

almost anything

{

l

je of the coun- |

mpletely vanished
Here Bill Jack was king
. L »

od looking down

at her, his eyes earnest and in-
tent, ! ! ith a little grim at
the corner She saw a pulse

in his brown

beating
beating

throat

“1 don™t IPpOse

: it's much use
to say it again, Diana, but you
know I love you"™

“Thank you, Bill. I cherish
that. But you're right It's no
ise I'm sorry.”

She saw his shoulders droop
and was terribly sorry for him.
“Oh, Bill, why does it have to be
like that between us? It's so
pleasant just being friends with
you--like this afternoon.
don't you fall in love with some-
one who likes this sort of life and
will make you a good, contented
wife?™

He said, his jaw tightening,
“You know anyone else after you
would be like twilight after a
lovely sunset”

She was touched and the quick

tears came. “That was a beuli-
ful thing to say, Bill. Mot you've
got to get over me. You can't go

cause I'm afraid I'll never really
jove you like you want me to.
You see, there's something 1
can't tell you just yet"™

“You're In love with someone
else?

“No-it's not that"

“Then you can't stop me from
hoping.”

Later Joey Cowan, the boy who
helped in the store, came in to
relieve Bill and he walked home
with Diana, stayed for supper
They played Chinese checkers
with Mr. and Mrs, Tucker until
late

Once more ih her featherbed
pest with only her nose ey posed
to the cold air, Diana drifted off

to sleep thinking, “Tomorrow
Stephen’s coming”
» . -

HE awoke nervous and excited,
accomplished her packing be-
fore going down to breakfast Her
mother and father seemed excited,
100. They did not entertain such

istinguished guest every day
¥ home from school

| He was like someone from an-
other world, yet perfectiy at home
with her father and mother, talk-
ing interestedly with young John
Drifts of their conversation
came to her as she helped her
[ mother prepare luncheon, or “din-

ner,” as the Tuckers still called
it. A healthy, substantial meal,
well cooked and appetizing

Stephen Curt ate as if he enjoyed
it thoroughly, won her mother’s
{ high regard by his compliments
of her cooking

Yet there was nothing strained,
no appearance of striving for ad-
Justments to his surroundings in
his manner. Easy, charming, dis-
tinguished. Diana glowed with
pride in him and the thought that
they were at least friends. “Liked
cach other on sight,” Stephen had
said. She'd treasure that, no mat-
ter what their future relationship
might became,

After the meal her father said,
“Would you like to go out to the
barn with me, Mr. Curt? I'd like
for you 10 see the new calf.” And
Diana knew that they would dis-
cuss the marriage in her father's
stronghold.

She watched them go and won-
dered what would be the resuit
of the conference. Would she
want to go through with the

ange affair if her father still
could not place the stamp of his
approval upon 1T And what of
Stephen Curt? Would he want 1o
call everything off if her father
did not approve? Would his ap-
parent respect for Mr., Tucker
color his future actions? Diana
felt like it who must await
the verdict a returning jury.

They stayed in the barn for
some time and Diana began to
grow nervous with the thought
that they would not get back to
town for the 630 broadcast if
Stephen did not hurry. It was a
good three hours' drive and al-
ready it was nearly 2 o'clock

At last they came back in and
both men were smiling. “If you're
ready, Diana, we'd better start”
Stephen said.

“We'll be listening to your
broadeast tonight,” her father as-
sured him.

“Don’t be surprised if you hear
some of your own opinions,”
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