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“It wasn't your fault
she replied
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turned
himatz

Bob dear,

acodenmt
inter
ides

wa an
| Duchess the professor
rupted with a shrug Be
that wasn't the picture you should
exhibit anyway It didn’t com
pare with that ‘City at Midnight
He pointed at a murky canvas
howing a tangled mass of lines
and corners

Immediately the Duchess’
tion was distracted from the ca-
tastrophe to the other painting
and Bob and his dog made theur
vscape

. .

ry'\T night for the first time

since she left home Kathleen
could not sleep. The affair in the
studio affected her more than she
ared to admit. Al those aueer
people—FProfessor Bracy, and the
Duchess -« rushing to Bob's de-
fense Just who were they all
and how did they At inta the puz-
tle” She had been thinking more
about Bob McTavish than she had

atten- |
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woman”?

That was the thought that had
hardened her heart, and that was
what made her speak s=o distantly
1o Bob the next day, when she met
him coming up the steps. He had
been talking to Pat, who was put-
tering around as usual with his
broom and dust-mop. Bob looked
up cagerly when Kathleen came
out the door. But because she did

realized, and always it gave her | POt stop, he turned and whistied
a warm glowing feeling 1o .m.for Schmatz and went quickly up

he was 0 near she could call him

% his own room

it she wished. And Schmate-he Pat looked after him with a
was cunning. The Jolly little sup- )puul«‘l frown. He leaned on his |

per they had had In her
nd the walks they had taken in |
the park with the dog at their
heels. She had been so happy
lately she hadn't had time to

studio, | broom
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for a minute In deep ed
thought, then nodded his head
sagely
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Every r ’
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MAYBE that disturbing Profe |
. sor Bracey W ! h
might real
hadn't kicked dog. H !
tainly nspired {oe ! " .
and uncertainty that was 1 » b
what Aunt Hattie had 1 ant. B
he wondered why Schmat !
attacked hin w he, he }
ringed whenever he t hed ) Pa
She almost dreaded the tin ) !
he would see hir ARALr R his -
ited him after what DDt
at the party. She was sure of th K
"
But after Bob had gone, the j W
fessor had turned it » oft v
easily ® *N ng
Yet, why had the Duchess been *V®
so quick to try to lay the blame &0 . '
on someone else fost certainly _" 4 .
Bob had given their hostess all his | ® '”\; -~ .' :
aittention during the time he was " - ’ o " Rif
there She had watched hin 'l"'" ' - ""‘ phooddian K
[laughing with her and looking """ told ) X
other m 0 & -
down at her when they sat so long "' en “\_
ferborasting — rod.
on that secluded couch What ’, "‘ . e St
possible chance could a Glovers- | " "" "“' ’ f : ;
ville girl have with such & at grinned. “A bun
maybe® The Duchess always tric

to git herself any

slray ome

minded

ventures into town I'm
now o the time we knocked
chunk off the ceilin' holstin' in a

grand piano, beca. ise she was goin
to have some opery singer Thin
whin he come he wouldn™t pipe a
note unless he was paid for it°

“Well. Professor Bracey isn't
that kind of a celebrity.,” an-
swered Kathleen “He's  wvery
pleasant and cordial and 1 like
him very much” She fitted her
[key Into the lock and went into

her room
Pat selected a tack, then pound-
it so hard he drove it entirely
out of sight “And I'm wishin' |
could do that to some folks'
heads,” he grumbled
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