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most popule i & - bee &
en read t »
gard s Vas . "
19018
Mithoush there 1 no atcuratle recosd .
si'es of this book, they are ke wa
it the millions i means that Dwkens
lovers would scieam ts from the
ners of the earth, should the ghie ange be
made M tramslerning this povel the wniver
.
s decwmion ace made, Selirmnxhk wi no
siching & telegram to the studi legal
m New Y ork asking o w mte

the avadabulity ol the screen nghts

Learmng that David Copperheld pow »
w pubbc domam, all
p red

mg prepatations for the hlming of :.ﬁ clasnc,

copynghts haviag *x
Selmick immediately set to work mek
preparations which were to consume a year s
time before actual shooting of the picture could
get under way

FIYHE story of what tramspired duning the year
prior to the actual shooting of this widely
read novel s equally as fascmating, f not more
so, than that of the flming itself. Preparation
of a scemario, the tremendous amount of re-
search necessary 1o ensure authentic settings, the
long search for a cast that would resemble
Dickens’ characters, and be able to enact them,
comptise & story almost as interesting as the
novel iteelf
Although # was essential that the novel be

~Davio

. . od
-
A i
. .,
» 1
- e k
" 5 e ¥
. 1) v -
e T | .
al ant w! 1d
W e m Logland, Sel Kk »a ]
LA e services of Hugh Wa
ment Bevtish author and a vwe eswient e
International D kens Fellows Woalg
turned to M ywood 1o act s dhalogue »

and rve whatever other
preparing the screen play | ogether e and
*..:: ok Tummed out W
was pronounced acceptable
Only 68 of Dickens’ orginal 9 sracters
remaned, but those who had been climmated
were munor personalities who really played 1
part in furthering the story The actual story
of Dand, from belore hn
unhappy childhood, s experiences w Londo
his running away to Dover, hin life with Aust
Betsey and the Wickfields, b
subsequent marriage %o Dora, her
realization of his love for Agnes, » lolloted

barth, through b

ove affanr and

death, and

closely

THILE preparation was going forward on
the story, the studwo research ;\a.l-.:x mt
was leaving no stone unturned m s attempt 1o

Jearn everything pertasing 1o the penod and

Jocales in which this novel » laid.  With scores

of persons working on both wdes of the At
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COPPERFIELD

t t tudio stafl was

ket v ' g and hing
» 1) poured in

grapher spent gt

King 3 ¢ ¥

P ch mught have posm-

siue in keeping every phase

e > sre authentx /ﬂ_ ty
{ old houses, fantas-
wall paper, old hreplaces,

ks, locales mentioned

k. pamtings and scores

ther objects became marks
!

s camera _: ali swome

LOO0 photographs were semt

MR ! the studw | be hled
for reference
In add: hundreds of vol-

umes of old books comtaming

strabons { coftumes, pe
P bulddings and furnture of
the Dickens era were brought

and shupped Hack to the studhio

!

Mr. W

Fdna M

! { )

Faw s Me. Dy Lawlon
David ( feld

v M

Micawt

OLLYWOO

Transferring the Dickens classic
to the screen was a man-sized job
---and one of the mast interesting

ever undertaken by the film moguls

portant among these s were ! ' ! ymaore ) | Da P 3
those | ! st 110 R | | due v e a I y. 1o )
the Wickheld home, Blund Stone as M she!d, Madge Lvams o
stone Rookery, Aunt Betsey's Agnes, Roland g oas | Heep, Mau

home on the chiffs of Dover and een O Sullivar s Dor ! beth Allan as

the seaside peer from which the the voung M o i, ba Rathl

Micawl famuly embarked for as M Mudd ’ Flugh NJdbams as

Austrahia teet forth, Hebert M Barkis
Cadell as M M Leanox P

A v/_ ! nstruct { the sels M ek, Flsa Lar as Clicke and

Was  unde way and the Una O Com st Moy, Gummudge
wardrobe department had started However, more uble was expenenced n

' "
making the necessary costumes finding the nght ons o M Micawber. tie

Selinck and w stafl turped \ ar ol _ i st e amnd —v.z.,.. both as v

th sttention to engaging | wnd man. Fually Hugh Walpole comented 1o
proper ast  for the picture play the 1 { the Vicar Charles Laughton, o
From the moment it first was an though he did not feel quite right for the part,

red well 10 be cast as Me, M

[ het Director George Cukor

' { | '— wlen, » 2 Botih ace
' L w ! The Wind and tle
R i New N stage. A scieen
test s Brranged nediately  and

Lawt was signed o portray  Lue
ul David

atdeft only the boy David 1o be

f i Thas presented & real probilem.

Studicfscouts searched throuthout the

1 States, Canada and Fogland 1

rght youth /:&L\:;. ne

. |O-year-old Freddie Bartholo-

appeared at the studio

g done a few things on the
0 stage he had been ._9‘: to
livwood by his aunt oo the long
ce of geting the part. Almost -
tly Selrmick recognized him a3 the
y for whom he had beer sedrching.
but exhaustive tests were made belore

the lad hoally was ugned

—Wz this time nearly $500.000 ol
ready had been spemt seluding the

cost of sets constructed, and not & foot

of film had been shot. However, every-

thing now was ready, » on Oct. ),

Cukor weved the hist ordes 10 “turn ‘om

Oy et

Among these books, 219 m all,
were rpinal copees ol three
hooks used extensively by Davd
m the novel. Printed m ancient
scnpt, they weluded a grogia-
phy., an Eagleh grammar and
» quamt book named “The In
ot Yousg Man's Best Companion.™

As soon as sufhcrent mformation and _.7..?.

o tor

gravhs had been recarved by the studioa, we k

was started on the sets and costumes. Even
the ggantie M-G-M sudio being too small to
hold the 79 sets necessary for this pecture, they
were comstructed i vanous spots withn &

radias of 70 mides from Hollywood. Most im-

(Coprright, 1006, by Every Week Magasine) ‘\\‘

A classic romance that has lived hrough almoyt @ conlwy
between Dawd and Agnes, two cherished Dichens
enacted in the new mowe, "David Copperpeld,” by s‘..:a Lo

ton and Madge Evans, as shown above.

Fverything moved smoothly the st
day. but on the second trosble developed.
Fry as be would, Laughton could net
feel ot case in the role of My, Micaw-
ber, %0 he asked to be rleased. "l just
can’t do justice 1o the part,” was b
Teason
pounced that “"David Copperfield™ was 4 Two days latee W. C. Fidds sepped nto
made, thousands of letters had poured g the role and production started ence more.
sudio suggesting vanous players for the P9- Only once did » really upnting ncudent oc-
ing roles.  Every one of these letters led cur. That was when Fredde Bartholomew (o
for reference and many of the suggestigf™ ™' turned from lunch one noon ™
tollowed

For the most part lutle difhe
perienced w lning w the po

characler
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1 KNOW— A NICE SOFT ONE /

WELL, NEITHER CAN 1 /7 why,
SAY, 1 HAVEN'T WORKED FOR

SI¥ MONTHS/
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WHATTA YOU KICKIN' ABOUT?
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K TO IT, BY THIS TIME /
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| AND TOLD You! / /

1'M POSITIVELY
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HOUR OF FIBBING.
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Miss Elizabeth vadon of Dub-
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