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EARLY-DAY DIMMITT STUDENT BODY 
... In front of red brick school, located where city park is today 

Bayne starts schooling 
before county organized 

DEDICATION ceremonies at the new Blue Ridge 
School were held in 1918 with many students 
present. Early records indicate the school probably 
was originally named Hogge, and it was located 

three miles east and two miles south of Arney. It is 
believed that when this new building was construct-
ed, the name of the school was changed to Blue 
Ridge. 	 Courtesy Photo 

Castro County Centennial 

SCHOOLS 

NAZARETH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL—First and second grade 
students attending Nazareth Schools in 1928, benefitted from a new 
classroom—this one, which was located beside the Holy Family 
Church. On the left, students play on a swing and see-saw on the 
school's playground. 	 Courtesy Photo 
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Early-day small schools were 
consolidated to form Hart SD 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained 
from the Oct. 27, 1976, issue of 
The Han Beat, published during 
Castro County's Bicentennial ce-
lebration.) 

There are no Hart school records 
for the years prior to 1951 when the 
school was destroyed in a 2 a.m. 
blaze that has been described as 
"the worst in the county's history." 

But some of the history has been 
resurrected through the collective 
memories of those who attended 
the numerous small "houses of edu-
cation" during those early years. 

In 1921, Killough and Lone Star 
were consolidated and became 
"Hart School C-1," denoting it as 
the first consolidation in Castro 
County. 

Wise School, named for the 
family on whose land it was located 
northeast of Hart, was started soon 
after 1900, according to personal 
recollections of persons who at-
tended Wise. 

Killough, also named for the 
early settler who provided land, is 
believed to be the earliest school. It 
was originally located about one-
half mile south of the present town-
site of Hart. 

The small one room, unpainted 
frame structure was built in 1902. 
Lumber was hauled from Hereford 
by wagon and a wood-coal heater 
in the middle of the room furnished 
heat in the winter. Handmade tables 
each served as desks for two stu-
dents. 

Held in the upstairs room of the 
Hamm home, a school serving the 
children northwest of Han in 1916 
or 1917, was named Mulkey 
School, after young Mulkey Hamm 
died of acute appendicitis. The site 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained in 
part from the History of the First 
Fifty Years of Holy Family 
Church, the History of the First 
Seventy - Five Years of Holy 
Family Parish and the Castro 
County History, Vol 1..) 

Nazareth School District 4 was 
organized Feb. 10, 1902, two years 
before the Rev. Joseph Reisdorff, 
leader of the settlement, began plat-
ting the town of Nazareth. 

When Louise Thier, the first Na-
zareth school teacher, started the 
classes in 1904, they were held in 
the small church that had been paid 
for with the assessment of $50 on 
each section of land in the new 
colony, whether the owner resided 
at Nazareth or not. 

By 1905, the one-room "green 
school" was built on church proper-
ty. From 1910 to 1915, the Olive-
ton Benedictine Sisters taught in 
the school. In 1915, the Benedic-
tine Sisters of Fort Smith, Ark., 
took charge of the church school. 

In 1910, using surplus money 
that had accumulated in the general 
fund provided by the state, school 
trustees bought two acres of land a 
mile east of Nazareth for a public 
school. Nazareth Public School was 
completed in 1913. 

The 1913 school census showed 
86 pupils attending both the paro-
chial school and the public school. 
Many of the students roomed and 
boarded in town during the week, 
staying with friends and relatives in 
order to be closer to school. 

In 1916, Nazareth Public School 
was changed from a primary school 
to an intermediate school. Later this 
school house was moved. 

The first public school built 
within the townsite of Nazareth was 
opened for classes in the fall of 
1917. This two-room school was 
built just west of the present grade 
school. According to old records, 
1917 was the first year Sisters 
received pay from the state. 

By 1923, the number of pupils 
had increased to 163 thanks to 
additions of land from Arney and 
Wise school districts. Another two-
room school building was con-
structed to accomodate the growth. 
The new school found many uses 
over the years from the first school 
cafeteria to the band house.  

still is referred to as Mulkey. 
Mulkey's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

J.W. Hamm moved to Castro 
County in 1905 and lived in a small 
two-room house with a lean-to until 
they built their own home in 1907. 

After moving into the new home, 
they discovered they needed a 
school for the children in their 
community. 

Appoximately 12 children were 
enrolled in the school. 

A school in Cleo or "Ragtown," 
served the boys and girls who lived 
near Sunnyside; and Struve was the 
school attended by those living 
further south of Hart. 

For some years, school was held 
at Valley View, and a number of 
pioneers attended there part time. 

In 1927, a townsite company was 
organized to promote the sale of 
lots for the town of Hart. The 
school was located on the site. That 
year, Frank Shotwell was superin-
tendent and four women were 
teachers. The name of Mrs. Faye 
Allen is the only teacher's name 
found during that period. 

Constructed of brick, the school 
boasted an auditorium in the hace-
ment where community functions 
were held and all denominations 
met together for church services. 

A new townsite company was 
organized in 1928 and the town of 
Hart moved three-quarters of a mile 
to the northwest. 

Businesses moved to the new 
location, but the school was not 
moved until 1936 when it was 
relocated at the present site. Super-
intendent that year was a Mr. 
Strickland. 

The new building consisted of 
nine classrooms, a gymnasium, 
bookroom and superintendent's of- 

Higher grades were added to the 
public school system in 1924. In 
total, 11 grades were taught with 
seven grades in the grade school 
and four grades in the high school. 
Adult evening classes in vocational 
agriculture were taught for a while 
in the little green school house. 

The four-year high school was 
phased out in 1930, and the com-
mon school district returned to a 
two-year high school with grades 
one through nine. In 1935, the 
Nazareth Common School District 
reverted back to an 11-grade school 
with 169 students enrolled. 

By 1928, the church had built a 
new parochial school just west of 
the church, and the first one-room 
school building was sold and 
moved to a new location. 

Although another room was 
added to the first public school 
building in 1936, a new brick 
school was constructed by the Pub-
lic Works Administration in 1939. 
The new school had six classrooms, 
an office, and a combined auditor-
ium and gymnasium. By 1940, the 
new school was classified as an 
accredited public school with 12 
grades, and the parochial first and 
second grades became part of the 
public school. 

In conjunction with community 
interest in Nazareth schools, a num-
ber of parents in the parish formed 
the first PTA unit in 1938. 

Baseball is mentioned frequently 
in histories about Nazareth. As ear-
ly as 1909, the first baseball team 
was organized in Nazareth. Howev-
er, baseball was not added to offi-
cial school activities, which inclu-
ded softball, volleyball and basket-
ball, until 1955.  

lice. When a fire destroyed the 
building in 1951, additional rooms 
had been added to the building, 
plus the construction of a school 
lunch room and work shop and a 
home economics cottage. The 
lunchroom and home economics 
buildings were not destroyed. 

Insured for $50,000, the building 
replacement costs were estimated at 
$150,000. 

When the new high school was 
completed in 1953, it included 10 

classrooms, a study hall, gymna-
sium, six restrooms, four dressing 
rooms adjoining the gymnasium, 
showers and lockers in the main 
corridor. The gymnasium was to be 
used as an auditorium with a seat-
ing capacity of approximately 500. 

When school bells rang in Sep-
tember 1964, students in junior 
high and high school had another 
new building in which to attend 
classes. 

School board members had ac-
cepted bids totaling $321,644 at a 
meeting in October 1963 for the 
construction of the building 
deemed vital due to increased en-
rollments each year. Construction 
began Oct. 25, 1963, and was com-
pleted in time for the next school 
year. 

Recent years have seen the addi-
tion of other buildings including a 
new reading room, band hall, field 
house. The school district also re-
novated an old dwelling for a Coor-
dinated Vocational Academic Edu-
cation laboratory. 

The 80s saw a renewed emphasis 
on academics and athletics. New 
science and computer labs were 
added along with new classrooms, 
tennis courts and a track. 

In 1955, the Nazareth Common 
School District became the Na-
zareth Independent School District. 
All grades were taught in the same 
building. Additions were added to 
accomodate a homemaking depart-
ment, science laboratory and sepa-
rate gymnasium. 

Records indicate an enrollment 
of 231 students with nine teachers 
in 1956. The curriculum was en-
larged to include home economics 
and vocational agriculture, and 
football was added to the list of 
official school activities. The 50s 
also saw a return of adult evening 
vocational agriculture classes. 

In 1961, band was introduced to 
the school. Funds for a new cafeter-
ia were raised through a $50,000 
bond issue in 1962. 

The 60s saw more improvements 
added to the school buildings. 
Classroom additions for the first 
and second grades were made to 
the new cafetorium. Lights were 
added to the football field. A voca-
tional agriculture building and field 
house were constructed after a new 
$120,000 bond issue passsed in 
1965. 

In 1970, kindergarten was added 
to the Nazareth school system. By 
1976, total enrollment in the Na-
zareth School System was 354 stu-
dents. 

A new building program in 1989 
included a new athletic complex 
and remodeling the field house. A 
"multi-purpose classroom" was also 
added in 1989. 

In 1990, NISD won the Gover-
nor's Excellence Award. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained in 
part from the History of the First 
Seventy - Five Years of Castro 
County, Texas and the Castro 
County History, Vol. I.) 

The history of Dimmitt schools 
is closely tied to the history of 
Castro County. Four years before 
the Dimmitt School District was 
organized in 1892, students were 
already learning their ABCs from 
Miss Lizzie Bayne. 

Miss Bayne began teaching the 
three J. W. Carter children in their 
home in 1888. With more families 
settling near the present location of 
Dimmitt, she started a "subscrip-
tion" school in the fall of 1891—
probably for the Tate, Beach, Dyer 
and Turner children. 

Miss Lou Belsher became the 
first teacher in the newly organized 
Dimmitt School District in 1892. 
That first fall, school was held in 
one of the two stores in Dimmitt at 
that time while a white frame 
school house was being built be-
tween Third and Fourth Streets on 
Belsher Street, named for Miss Bel-
sher' s father. 

County records indicate that L. 
Gough received the first check 
written on Dimmitt School District, 
or any school district in the county. 

The first eight grades were 
taught to the 36 students enrolled in 
the Dimmitt school in 1896. 

The white frame school house 
was used until the red brick build-
ing was constructed in 1910. That 
year the tenth grade was added. 
Four students were graduated at the 
first graduation exercises in May, 
1910. Dimmitt school offered 11 

grades for the first time in 1911. 
Students attended the little red 

brick school, located at the site of 
the present city park, from 1909 
until 1952. The bricks from the 
link red brick school were bought 
and used in the A. J. Kemps' and 
Howard Scoggins' homes on Lee 

Street. 
The new high school at Seventh 

and Jones Street was completed in 
1929. The building is now the east 
part of Dimmitt Middle School. 

Dimmitt Independent School 
District, along with Hart and Na-
zareth, became consolidated in the 
30s thanks in part to the increased 
enrollment from smaller commu-
nities in the county. 

Despite World War H, enroll-
ment increased. Barracks from the 
POW camp near Hereford were 
brought in to be used as class-
rooms. Although a new grade 
school building was completed in 
1952, students continued to over-
flow into the barracks. 

In a continuing building pro-
grarn, South Elementary School, 
which housed the first four grades, 
was finished in 1956. Within a few 
years, new classrooms and another 
cafeteria were added to the build-
ing. But hish school and junior high 
school classes were still taught in 
the barracks. 

Classes were moved into the new 
high school in 1963. 

In 1975, North Grade School and 
the old high school building were 
combined as Dimmitt Middle 
School with additional classrooms 
and offices. 

Later that year, South Elementa-
ry School was renamed Helen 
Richardson Elementary School, 

upon Richardson's retirement. 
She was born in Castro County 

and grew up watching her mother, 
Lenna Estes, teach children in their 
home and in little rural schools. 
She graduated from Dimmitt High 
School in 1929, and started teach-
ing at the Big Square School after 
attending West Texas State for a 
year. 

Through the years, she kept re-
turning to school until she earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1937, 
and later, a Master of Education 
degree in 1955. 

During a 44-year career, Rich-
ardson taught three generations of 
Dimmitt pupils, including great-
grandchildren of her mother's for-
mer students. 

Because of Richardson's dedica-
tion to education, and of those like 
her, the Dimmitt schools continued 
to prosper. 

The late 70s saw the addition of 
four tennis courts, a new ag farm, 
and a vocational agriculture and 
industrial arts building. 

Improvements were also made to 
the high school library and the 
football and track stadiums. 

By 1980, over 1,700 students 
were enrolled in the Dimmitt Inde-
pendent School District. 

Computers for students and ad-
ministration, a new science lab at 
the high school and construction of 
a building to house the severely 
handicapped at the middle school 
were some of the 80s' highlights 
for the Dimmitt schools. 

Enrollment peaked at 1,752 stu-
dents in 1985-86. Current enroll-
ment in the Dimmitt Independent 
School District is 1,667 students. 

Thier began first school in 1904 



HELEN ESTES RICHARDSON was a vital part of 
the Dimmitt School System for many years, having 
taught 42 years of her 44-year teaching career here. 
She said she taught pupils in all grades, with the 
exception of kindergarten and 12th grade. She was 
principal of Dimmitt Elementary School twice. 

a, 
serving in that capacity for 17 years. Upon her 
retirement in May 1975, Dimmitt Elementary 
School was renamed after her—Helen Richardson 
Elementary School—and it is still known by that 
name today. Castro County History, Vol. I 

After 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained 
from the Castro County History, 
Vol. 1.) 

From teachers living on ranches 
to "subscription" schools, wherever 
the need arose in the early days of 
Castro County, concerned settlers 
devised means to provide their chil-
dren with an education. 

Subscription schools were sup-
ported financially by the students' 
parents and concerned patrons. 
These schools developed anywhere 
teachers' salaries and facilities did 
not warrant state funds. 

In 1911, Castro County had 22 
schools. Nineteen schools existed 
in the county in the 20s. 

Before 1911, it is almost impos-
sible to count earlier schools accur-
ately because there were so many 
"pockets" of education throughout 
the county in addition to the regular 
schools. 

Nicknames made some of the 
early schools hard to keep track of. 
Some of the schools carried two 
names at the same time, and some 
of the community schools com-
pletely changed their names 
through the years, as Shive, "Rag-
town" and Cleo did. A few of the 
schools in Bailey County were tin-
der Castro County supervision. 

Other than a check written to L. 
Gough on the Dimmitt School Dis-
trict no other activity appears in 
county ledgers until 1899. Schools 
continued to be organized or closed 
depending on need. 

Because of economic conditions 
during the 30s, the smaller commu-
nities could not meet State Depart-
ment of Education requirements, 
and they began to bus their children 
to the larger schools in Dimmitt, 
Han and Nazareth. The increased 
enrollment in the larger commu-
nities eventually led to a consolida-
tion of school districts in the coun-
ty. 

As the schools started consoli-
dating into the Dimmia, Hart and 

Nazareth districts during the de-
pression and dust bowl days, tax 
money remained scarce. Although 
economic conditions were better 
during World War II, there was a  

shortage of teachers who sought 
higher paying jobs in government 
and industry. By 1945, the Dim-
mitt, Hart and Nazareth Indepen-
dent School Districts had absorbed 
all other schools in Castro County. 

Not everyone was happy about 
the consolidation. Smaller commu-
nities struggled to keep their iden-
tities after their schools, focal 
points of the community, closed. 
Some of the small communities had 
issued bonds to finance their build-
ings on 40-year terms. The inde-
pendent districts helped pay off 
existing school debts of the smaller 
communities who owned their 
school buildings. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained 
from the Castro County History, 
Vol. l.) 

When the State of Texas created 
the public school fund in 1876, it 
unwittingly created the first "loo-
phole" for taxpayers. 

The state designed a land appor-
tionment plan not only to create a 
perpetual public school fund but 
also to encourage railroad expan-
sion throughout the state. 

The state intended to raise 
monies for the perpetual public 
school fund by taxing every other 
section of land. For taxing purpo-
ses, even-numbered sections were 
considered school lands and odd-
numbered sections were considered 
railroad lands. 

The state encouraged railroad 
expansion throughout the state by 
giving 16 odd-numbered sections 
for every mile of railroad line laid. 
That left only even - numbered 
school lands that could be filed on 
by early settlers. 

With only a filing fee of $16.50, 
a settler could file on school land, 
and payment for it was not due for 
40 years. 

The prospective taxpayers would 

Besides Dimmitt, Hart and Na-
zareth, there have been schools in 
each of the following ranches and 
smaller communities: Frio, 
ShiverRagtown"/Cleo, Wise, Big 
Lake, Arney, Killough, Summer-
field, Hogge - Eaton/Lone Star, 
Rance, Stiles-Big Square, Roush, 
Abbott, Red Tower, Lynch, Axe-
Lakeview, Sunnyside, Hamm -
Mulkey, New Castle, County Line, 
Jumbo, Sheppard Ward and Flagg. 

Although "Lorena" and "Union" 
are names of schools in Castro 
County, existing in 1899 and 1902 
respectively, nothing more is 
known about either of these 
schools. 

not pay the taxes levied. They 
claimed that until the 40 years was 
up, they did not own the land and, 
therefore, did not owe taxes. 

Other collection problems pla-
gued the state's perpetual public 
school fund. Settlers were required 
to live on the land for at least 3 
years to get the 40-year payout 
offered by the state. During the 
early years, life was hard and many 
settlers could not hold on to their 
land. Many settlers either sold out 
or gave their claim back to the 
state. 

Despite these problems, the state 
managed to create the perpetual 
public school fund, of which only 
the interest could be used. While 
the available interest was appor-
tioned among the counties on a per 
capita basis, it would be many 
years before more than a few 
schools in the state would have the 
necessary facilities and equipment 
to qualify for state funds. 

The early "subscription" schools 
in Castro County were a direct 
result of their failure to qualify for 
state school funds because they did 
not meet state requirements for 
school facilities and equipment 
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Money shortage forces consolidation 
of community subscription schools 

State invents first 
tax loophole in 1876 

SUNNYSIDE SCHOOL 
... Educated a portion of our county's youth until 1945 

Before 

Look what can happen at 

GINGER'S 
Model: Mandy Davis 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
413 Broadway, Hart • 938-2694 

   



Congratulations, 
Castro County! 

We can keep you covered 
with our carports and patio 
covers. 

We now have 10'x20' car-
ports priced as low as $585 

We also have a new toll free number (1-800-873-3271) to serve 
you better. 

E1111  X 7105 Olton Rd., Drawer 369, Plainview, TX 
Call Now: 1-806-293-9526 

THE FIRST SCHOOLS AT BETHEL, pictured 
here on the left, was built in 1909 and the first 
classes were held in 1910. It was located near the 
present-day site of Bethel. Classes were held here 

until 1918, when the second school, pictured on the 
right, was contructed. Classes were held here until 
it burned in 1931. 	 Courtesy Photo 

Bobcat band earns sweepstakes 
awards. 

In 1989, under the direction of 
present band director Michael 
Johnson, the Bobcat Band won 
their 29th sweepstakes award. 

Between Smith's retirement and 
Johnson's term, two other men 
have lead the Bobcat Band: Cody 
Myers, 1983-85 and Todd Parker, 
1985-88. 

aff 	

We've appreciated the chance 
to provide our customers with 

irrigation pump sales and service 
in the past and look forward to 

a growing future. 

Frank Barnes, Owner 
Brad Barnes 

Every ounce of material used in building 
Ford cars must measure up to Ford stand-
ards of quality—reinforced by Ford stand-
ards of workmanship and inspection. 

That is why Ford can give such long 
and satisfactory service. 

The Touring Car with added beauty 
and finer riding comforts, is represen• 
tadve of the unusual value available in 
Ford cars. 

Ask the nearest Authorised Ford Dealer 
to show you this car. 

Dertoit.5634u±../CWileCtaje% 

1926 Advertisement for the Model T 

TOURING CAR 

II Touring 	. 3290 
Runaboot • 260 
Coupe • • 520 

Tudor Sedan 580 
Fortier Sedan 660 
Oland can le <dot 
Onnosienble tin. 

11.  cad man. aces ea 
epee can 

All nap I. a a Drives 
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Naz students boast six gold 
medals in state UIL events 

By KIM DOBMEIER 
Nazareth's success in sports has 

spoken for itself in the past 20 
years, but students from Nazareth 
also have excelled in other areas of 
competition as well, mainly acade-
mics. 

Many students from Nazareth 
High School have captured the gold 
medal in the state in University 
Interscholastic League academic 
meets while competing in every-
thing from shorthand and speaking 
to journalism events. 

With the exception of two out of 
the past 14 years, a NHS student 
has competed at the state UIL 
academic meet Out of those 14 
years, there have been six state 
champions and many medalists. 

It all started in 1877 when Gail 
Kleman won the state Shorthand 
contest. She was the first person 
from Nazareth to win a gold medal 
in an academic event at the state 
level. 

Kleman says it was a valuable 
learning experience for her. She 
added that it helped her throughout 
college, not only to get jobs, but 
also in her study skills. 

Hart students 
compete in state 
UIL literary meet 

Thee Hart High School students 
have achieved success on the 
academic level by competing in the 
state University Interscholastic 
League's literary meet. 

In 1987, two HHS students ad-
vanced to state, but didn't place in 
their respective contests. 

They were Joey Flores, who 
qualified in Shorthand; and Joel 
Wilson, who competed in Debate. 

Melinda Wilson was the last 
Hart student to qualify for state in 
an academic event. She competed 
in Feature Writing in 1988. 

"Competing in UIL gave me a 
very disciplined attitude. I had to 
practice everyday, so that devel-
oped my study skills greatly," Kie-
rnan said. "It also developed my 
listening skills, and that was very 
useful in college and jobs that I 
had." 

Speaking is another event in 
which students from Nazareth have 
competed. Although there only 
have been two champions in the 
speaking events, which are Persua-
sive and Informative Speaking, 
there have been three other compe-
titors that have placed in the top 
four at state. 

In 1979, Darryl Birkenfeld won 
the Persuasive Speaking contest. 
Then in 1987, Russell Acker won 
the Informative Speaking contest 

In 1984, Nazareth sent two stu-
dents to state in journalism and 
since that time, there has been a 
competitor at state in a journalism 
contest every year except in 1985. 

The gold medals didn't come 
along until 1986, though, when 
Alan Birkenfeld won the Editorial 
Writing contest. 

In 1988, Stacy Albracht (now 
Wilhelm) won the gold medal in 
Feature Writing. That was her sec-
ond trip to state in journalism. She 
qualified in the News Writing con-
test in 1987. 

The last state champion from 
Nazareth was Cindy Albracht, who 
captured the gold medal in News 
Writing in 1990 after finishing sec-
ond in the event at state in 1989, 

But these are not the only cham-
pions from Nazareth High School. 

Many other students have com-
peted on the state level in Spelling, 
Science, Headline Writing and 
more, and they have placed near 
the top each time. 

Other students placing in the top  

four at the state contest through the 
years follow: 

1982: Denise Acker, fourth, Per-
suasive Speaking. 

1983: Mary Jean Huseman (now 
Wilhelm), fourth, Spelling. 

1984: Anne Birkenfeld (now Ac-
ker), second, Newswriting and 
fourth, Headline Writing. 

1985: Russell Acker, third and 
Dwight Acker, fourth, both in In-
formative Speaking. 

1987: Man Birkenfeld, third, 
Editorial Writing; and Russell Ac-
ker, third in Ready Writing. 

1988: Lorelea Acker, third, 
News Writing. 

1989: Cindy Albracht, second, 
News Writing. 

1990: Lorelea Acker, fourth, 
News Writing. 

1991: Kim Dobmeier, second, 
News Writing; and Kalina Pohlme-
ier, fourth, Editorial Writing. 

Omega Leavitt, math and com-
puter teacher at NHS, helps stu-
dents with the UIL speaking events 
and she thinks that working with 

UIL "helps the student's self-es-
teem" no matter what event they 
compete in. 

"I believe it will make students' 
lives better no matter what they 
compete in," Leavitt said. "UIL 
also helps in regular school work. 
Journalism, spelling and writing 
events help the students express 
themselves in English class, just 
like math and science contests help 
the students develop those abilities 
for their normal schoolwork. 

"It is a very good experience for 
the kids," Kiernan said. "And it will 
help them a lot in college as well as 
in later life." 

	

Swift Band wins 
two Sweepstakes 

The Nazareth Swift Band 
achieved its most successful year in 
1987, when it captured the school's 
first Sweepstakes Award and quali-
fied 17 members for the all-region 
band. 

The Swift Band, which includes 
band members from the seventh 
grade through senior class, earned 
first division ratings in each of 
three competitive events —
marching, concert and sight read-
ing, to earn the Sweepstakes 
Award. In 1987, the band per-
formed under the direction of Ber-
nie Tackitt. 

The Swift Band repeated its 
Sweepstakes Award in 1991, per-
forming under the direction of Ro-
ger Myers. 

Carson makes 
all-state 
at Hart in '77 

Sharla Carson of Hart was 
named all-state in 1977. 

Carson, a 5-8 guard, was named 
to the all-state third team, despite 
the fact that her team didn't make 
the playoffs. 

She also earned "Most Valuable 
Player honors as a guard in the 
Golden Spread All-Star Tourney. 

HART 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Information 
for the following article was ob-
tained from the Castro County 
History Book, Vol. 1 and the 
News.) 

By DANETTE BAKER 
When someone mentions the 

word "band" in Dimmitt two words 
come to mind: Ralph Smith and 
success. 

But the Smith musical history 
began years before Ralph came to 
the area. 

J. Ralph Smith of Hereford, 
Ralph's father, introduced the mu-
sic regalia to Dimmitt in 1926, in 
the form of a municipal band. 

Eventually, the music concept 
integreated with the Dimmitt 
school system. Nolan Froehner 
served as the band director from 
1947-51. Paul Jordan directed the 
band from 1951-52. 

Then Ralph began his 31-year 
tenure, in which the Bobcat Band 
garnered 28 sweepstakes trophies, 
and won many festivals and other 
awards. 

Between 1952 and 1979, the 
Bobcat Band won 25 University 
Interscholastic League Sweepstakes 
Awards and 27 First Division 
awards in LAL marching. 

Other awards include: two-time 
sweepstake winners at the Borger 
Festival, Outstanding Band at the 
Buccaneer Festival in Corpus 
Christi, Outstanding Band at the 
Tri-State Music Festival in Enid, 
Okla., and the Featured Band in the 
Battle of Flowers Band Festival in 
San Antonio (three times). 

The band also performed during 
half-time at the football game be-
tween the Air Force Academy and 
the University of Washington, 
which was televised nation wide. 

During the next three years, 
Smith directed the Bobcat band in 
three additional sweepstakes 

The Model T (1908-1927) 
made a big difference in 
the way early-day Castro 

Countians got around. 
You didn't even need a 

road. 

Ever since the classic "T," 
Ford cars and trucks have 

been a part of virtually all 
of our families, and the 

local Ford dealership has 
been a regular stop-in 
place for dependable 

service. 

We're proud to continue 
that tradition at Wallace-
Brown Motor Co., where 

we sell and service the 
cars and trucks that are 

rated No. 1 in quality in 
the US. 

We're proud, too, to be 
your neighbors and 
friends during this 

landmark year in our 
county 

HAPPY CENTENNIAL! 
Wallace-Brown Motor Co. 

S. Hwy. 385, Dimmitt 
	

647-2115 
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THE CHAMPIONSHIP MOMENT — Moments 
like this one, captured after Nazareth won its 10th 
state girls' basketball title in 1989, were common 
throughout the 1980s, when the Swiftettes captured 
seven of the school's dozen titles. Celebrating the 

1989 victory are (from left) Assistant Coach Leslie 
Storer, and senior players Tammy Drerup, Jenny 
and Stephanie Brockman and Shanna Birkenfeld. 

File Photo 

1976 Longhorns win 
re ional in football 
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A national record!  

Swiftettes win 12 state titles 
If there is anything that can 

prove the theory that success 
breeds success, the Nazareth Swif-
tettes basketball program might be 
at the top of the list. 

The Swiftettes have enjoyed suc-
cess for many years and have 
reached the top of the heap in girls' 
basketball 12 times since 1977, 
winning a dozen state champion-
ships—a national record. 

It all started back in 1976 when a 
group of talented girls traveled the 
long road between Nazareth and 
Austin, to Gregory Gym to com-
pete in the school's first state tour-
nament. That group came up short 
in the semifinal game, but they 
started a tradition that continues 
today. 

Since that first trip, the Swif-
tettes have made the trip to Austin 
13 times and have finished first 12 
times and second another time. The 
only two times the Swiftettes 
haven't made it to state since 1975 
another Panhandle team—Sudan—
has beaten them out in the Region 
1-A finals and then gone on to win 
the state title themselves. 

That's a pretty impressive record 
fpr a tiny West Texas school that 
today sports a high school average 
enrollment of under 80. 

Cathy Wilson, an all-American 
guard from Wayland Baptist Uni-
versity, took over as Nazareth's 
head coach in 1976 right after 
graduating from WBU, and guided 
that first group to Austin. That 
team included Elaine Schulte, 
Rachelle Pohlmeier, Cheryl Hart-
man, Karen Schulte, Glenda Ger-
ber, Lynora Braddock, Vera Birk-
enfeld, Rosemary Schulte, Cindy 
Schacher, Carol Hochstein, Beverly 
Heck, Colleen Gerber and Ger-
maine Pohlmeier. 

For a lot of schools, just getting 
to the state tournament would have 
been a thrill, but it wasn't for that 
group. They wanted more. And 
next year they got it. 

Eight members of the 1976 team 
returned to provide inspiration as 
the team captured school's first 
state championship. Team members 
that year were Glenda Gerber, 
Doretta Ramaekers, Ladonna 
Brockman, Cindy Schacher, Mar-
lene Huseman, Dianne Hochstein, 
Michelle Acker, Rosemary Schulte, 
Colleen Gerber, Karen Schulte 
Rachelle Pohlmeier, Cheryl Hart-
man, Lynora Braddock and Ger-
maine Pohlmeier. 

The tradition continued with an-
other state title in 1978, then anoth-
er in 1979, 1980, 1981 and 1982 
before Sudan halted the string in 
1983. But in 1984, a new group of 
girls with a vision posted an unde-
feated record and got the tradition 
back on track winning the school's 
seventh state title. Only two girls 
graduated that year and the 1985 
team was stronger than ever and 
continued the unbeaten string, 
evenually winning another state 
title. The Swiftettes hit a "cool  

streak" for two years, finishing sec-
ond in state in 1986 and losing in 
the regional finals to eventual state 
champion Sudan in 1987 before 
finding its way back to Austin in 
1988, starting its current streak of 
state titles (four-in-a-row). 

And all that with five different 
coaches. 

After her 1977 team won state, 
Wilson left Nazareth to coach at 
Slaton and George Cox took over at 
the helm. 

He guided Cheryl Hartman, Ka-
ren Schulte, Glenda Gerber, Doret-
ta Ramaekers, Colleen Gerber, 
Lynora Braddock, Germaine Pohl-
meier, Michelle Acker, Ladonna 
Brockman, Dianne Hochstein, Lori 
Gerber, Sharon Gerber and Paula 
Maurer to win the school's second 
straight state title, then left to 
pursue other interests. 

In the meantime, Joe Lombard, 
decided to take a chance in coach-
ing and accepted the position at 
Nazareth. He stayed for seven years 
and guided six teams to state cham-
pionships. 

His teams added to the string of 
championships through 1982 with 
teams that included: 

1979—Glenda Gerber, Colleen 
Gerber, Marlene Huseman, Mich-
elle Acker, Dianne Hochstein, 
Doretta Ramaekers, Lori Gerber, 
Sharon Gerber, Becky Hocking, 
Leona Kleman, Roxanne Birken-
feld and Danelle Schmucker. 

1980 — Doretta Ramaekers, 
Michelle Acker, Dianne Hochstein, 
Sharon Gerber, Roxane Birkenfeld, 
Danelle Schmucker, Liz Wilhelm, 
Brenda Hocking, Karen Birkenfeld, 
Rhonda Hoelting and Sharon Birk-
enfeld. 

1981 — Sharon Gerber, Lori 
Gerber, Roxanne Birkenfeld, Liz 
Wilhelm, Danelle Schmucker, 
Brenda Hoelting, Karen Birkenfeld, 
Rhonda Hoelting, Sharon Birken-
feld, Annette Hoelting and Deanna 
Hoelting. 

1982 — Roxane Birkenfeld, 
Brenda Hoelting, Danelle 
Schmucker, Liz Wilhelm, Karen 
Birkenfeld, Annette Hoelting, Sha-
ron Birkenfeld, Rhonda Hocking, 
Shari Schilling, Renee Ramaekers 
and Leona Gerber. 

Then in 1983 the streak was 
halted—just briefly—by the Sudan 
Hornets. 

The 1983 Swiftettes defeated Su-
dan twice in district play, and both 
teams breezed to the regional fi-
nals, but Sudan finally found en-
ough power to defeat the Swiftettes 
and claim the Region 1-A spot in 
the state tournament. 

But the 1984 group — Renee 
Ramaekers, Shari Schilling, Leona 
Gerber, LaDawn Schmucker, Ra- 
mona Heiman, Kelly Schilling, 
Debbie Schmucker, Cece Kern, 
Annette Schmucker, Anita Huse-
man, Sheila Acker and Gail Birken-
feld — were a determined bunch. 
They not only came back to win 
state the next year, but they did it  

with an unblemished record of 35-
0. 

"It made us mad," said Shari 
Schilling in describing how the 
team felt after losing in 1983. "We 
didn't ever want to feel that way 
again." 

After the team won the charn 
pionship, LaDawn Schmucker said 
it was a team joke at the first of the 
year that they would go undefeated 
after losing last year. Midway 
through the season, the team made 
it a much-wanted goal. 

"We never dreamed that it would 
happen at first," said Renee Ra-
maekers. 

"We will always remember this 
year," said Schmucker. 

Schmucker had another year to 
add to her list of memories, though. 
She was just a junior on the 1984 
team and in 1985, her team would 
once again go undefeated and claim 
the state crown. 

The 1985 team, coached by 
Lombard, included Schmucker, 
Leona Gerber and Ramona Hei- 
man, all returning starters from the 
1984 team; Kelly Schilling, Debbie 
Schmucker, Anita Huseman, An-
nette Schmucker, Gail Birkenfeld, 
Missy Brockman, Traci Hill, Cece 
Kern and Sheila Acker. 

In 1986 Lombard accepted the 
position as Canyon High School's 
head girls' coach and he was re-
placed by Sandy Oliver (Heiman), 
who had been his assistant at Na-
zareth. 

Under her tutelage, the Swif-
tettes advanced to state in 1986, but 
lost in the championship game to 
Snook. In 1987 history repeated 
itself when Sudan beat the Swif-
tettes in the Region 1-A title game. 

But in 1988, the Nazareth crew 
started another string of state titles 
which is unbroken at four-straight 
today. Each year's toughest compe-
tition has been in district, as al-
ways, but the teams are different. 
Sudan isn't the main obstacle 
standing in Nazareth's way—now 
it's Happy. For the past three years 
(1989, 1990 and 1991) the Happy 
Cowgirls and Swiftettes have faced 
off in district and in the regional 
championship game, with the Swif-
tettes winning eight of the nine 
confrontations. The Cowgirls were 
able to end Nazareth's 152-game 
winning streak in district in 1991 
by claiming a buzzer-beater victory 
in Nazareth in the second District 
5-A game. 

But the Swiftettes still managed 
to win that Class A trophy, the 
fourth in a row and 12th overall—a 
national record. 

Coach Oliver, who married Na-
zareth's Wayne Heiman, resigned 
as head coach in 1990 in order to 
devote more time to her family and 
another Lombard protege, Denese 
Skinner, was hired as the girls' 
head coach and she continued the 
winning tradition instilled by her 
predecessors. 

Members of the 1988 - 1991 
teams were: 

1988—Rachel Huseman, Traci 
Hill, Missy Brockman, Bobbi 
Hochstein, Barbie Steffens, Stepha-
nie Brockman, Shana Birkenfeld, 
Jenny Brockman, Darla Leavitt and 
Tami Ball. 

1989 — Stephanie Brockman, 
Tammy Drcrup, Shanna Birken-
feld, Jenny Brocckman, Dana 
Schulte, Nikki Schulte, Monica 
Kiernan, Tami Ball, Marla Ra-
maekers, Darla Leavitt, Stephanie 
Farris and Janay Johnson. 

1990—Darla Leavitt, Tami Ball, 
Dana Schulte, Monica Kleman, 
Stephanie Farris, Peggy Huseman, 
Jodi Johnson, Janay Johnson, Jill 
Pohlmeier and Nocl Johnson. 

1991 — Noel Johnson, Janay 
Johnson, Jodi Johnson, Monica 
Kleman, Stephanie Fan-is, Peggy 
Huseman, Jill Pohlmcier, Natalie 
Schmucker, Nicole Kleman, Kristin 
Brockman and Jenny Jones. 

The Hart Longhorns of 1976 
fielded the most successful football 
team in Castro County history, 
when the group captured the Re-
gion 1-A championship before los-
ing in the North Texas Champion-
ship game. 

The Longhorns success started in 
1972 when the team qualified for 
the playoffs for the first time in the 
school's history. 

Hart beat New Deal 28-13 in bi-
district, but lost 6-21, to Clarendon 
in the regional championship game. 
The loss to Clarendon was the 
Horns rust loss of the 1972 season, 
and they finished with a 9-1-1 
mark. 

Stanley Dyer was one of the 
main cogs in the Hart starting 
lineup that year and he earned all-
state honors as a linebacker for the 
second straight year. 

"Stanley Dyer is by far the best 
linebacker I have had the privilege 
of coaching," Hart Head Coach 
Lonnie Phillips said after the 1972 
season. "He's always in on the 
tackle or at the point of the ball 
every time." 

Dyer also doubled as a fullback 
in 1972 and he was joined in the 
backfield by tailback Jimmy 
Brown, who scored two touch-
downs to lead Hart to its victory 
over New Deal in bi-district. 

The team missed out on the 
playoffs in 1973, but the Horns 
were back with a vengeance in 
1974 and qualified for bi-district, 
only to lose the game to Petersburg 
by a 24-0 count. The team finished 
with an 8-3 overall record under 
Phillips guidance. 

The Longhorns qualified for the 
state playoffs again in 1975, but 
again they were eliminated in bi-
district, this time by New Deal. 

The 1975 team averaged 334-1/2  

yards per game on offense and 
Barry George was one of the team 
leaders offensively. From his posi-
tion in the backfield, he rushed for 
953 yards on 165 carries and scored 
nine touchdowns and six two-point 
conversions throughout the season. 

The 1976 team was by far the 
most successful in the Hart Inde-
pendent School District history. 

The Horns breezed through the 
regular season under the tutelage of 
first-year Head Coach Bill Taylor, 
then beat Petersburg in bi-district 
and Memphis for the regional 
championship. 

"Our kids have set their sights on 
going farther than any other Hart 
team has gone," Taylor said after 
the Petersburg game, and little did 
he know that that was exactly what 
would happen. 

In the bi-district game against 
Petersburg, the Horns were down 
with just a minute-and-a-half left in 
the game, but they weren't going to 
give up. The offensive unit drove 
87 yards in four plays to score the  

winning touchdown late in the 
game. 

That moved the Horns into the 
regional championship game 
against Memphis and the team 
pulled out a come - from - behind 
victory to claim the title. Tight end 
Bryan Irons caught the winning 
touchdown pass from quarterback 
Eliazar Castillo with 34 seconds 
left to give his team a 14-12 win. 

The Horns played Seagraves for 
the North Texas State Champion-
ship, but lost the contest, 6-26. 

After that the Horns hit a dry 
spell and didn't make another play-
off appearance until 1990, when 
they faced Seagraves in a Class AA 
bi-district tilt- 

The Horns were on top and it 
looked like they would win the 
contest, but Seagraves scored on a 
last second play to win the game, 
14-10, and that elminated the Horns 
from the playoffs. 

The team finished the 1990 sea-
son with an 8-3 record with Head 
Coach Alan Cherry at the helm. 

Swiftette all-staters 
Here's a list of the Nazareth High School girls basketball players 

that earned all-state, academic all-state or all-state tournament honors 
in the school's history. 

1976: Elaine Schulte and Vera Birkenfeld. 
1977: Karen Schulte, Cheryl Hartman and Rosemary 

Schulte. 
1978: Cheryl Hartman, Colleen Gerber and Lynora Brad- 

dock. 
1979: Glenda Gerber, Doretta Ramaekers and Lori Gerber. 
1980: Sharon Gerber, Roxanne Birkenfeld and Doretta 

Ramaekers. 
1981: Lori Gerber, Sharon Gerber, Roxanne Birkenfeld and 

Sharon Birkenfeld. 
1982: Roxanne Birkenfeld, Annette Hoelting and Karen 

Birkenfeld. 
1983: Rhonda Hoelting and Sharon Birkenfeld. 
1984: LaDawn Schmucker, Shari Schilling, Leona Gerber, 

Renee Ramaekers and Ramona Heiman. 
1985: Leona Gerber, LaDawn Schmucker, Ramona Heiman 

and Kelly Schilling. 
1986: Gail Birkenfeld, Ramona Heiman and Kelly Schilling. 
1987: Rachel Huseman and Missy Brockman. 
1988: Darla Leavitt, Missy Brockman, Rachel Huseman, 

Stephanie Brockman and Traci Hill. 
1989: Darla Leavitt, Jenny Brockman, Stephanie Brockman 

and Shana Birkenfeld. 
1990: Monica Kleman, Noel Johnson and Darla Leavitt. 
1991: Noel Johnson and Janay Johnson. 

Menchaca wins individual 
state cross country title 

Tammy Menchaca put Hart High School's girls' cross country 
team on the map in the 1980s, when she qualified for the state meet 
three consecutive years and won the state individual title in 1987. 

Menchaca first competed at the state meet in 1986 and finished 
third overall . Risha Ammons also competed that year. 

In 1987, the Hart girls' cross country team qualified for state and 
placed fourth as a team. That's the year Menchaca captured the 
individual gold medal. In addition, Lupe Minjarez finished fourth 
overall for the Lady Horns. Other team members were Gwen Wilson, 
Melinda Wilson, Christi Hernandez, Dilphia Ponce and Andria 
Guzman. 

Hernandez advanced to state in 1988, and she was the last Lady 
Horn to compete in the meet. 



Bobcat all-staters 
Here's a list of the Dimmitt High School boys' basketball players 

that earned all-state, academic all-state or all-state tournament honors 
in the school's history. 

1944: Bill Birdwell. 
1948: Carl Jowell. 
1952: Bill Gregory, Marvin Axe and Glenn Brown. 
1960: Hal Ratcliff. 
1961: Junior Coffey and Jim Ratclifff. 
1963: Michael Calvert. 
1966: Bob Bradford. 
1967: John Howell. 
1969: Jerry Brady. 
1970: Bobby Baker. 
1971: Mark Wohlgemuth and Kent Bradford. 
1972: Danny Ebeling. 
1974: Paul Langford. 
1975: Craig Williams, Wayne McKee, Jim Birdwell and Steve 

Myatt. 
1976: Jim Birdwell. 
1977: Keith Crum. 
1978: Rocky Rawls, Jim Bradford and Jeff Bell. 
1979: Mark Summers. 
1982: Kevin Cleveland; Phil King and Jeff Watts. 
1983: Kevin Cleveland, John Smith, Jeff Watts and John 

David Kiung. 
1984: Brad Holcomb and Dwight McDonald. 
1985: Pat McDonald: 
1986: Pat McDonald and James Alexander. 
1987: James Alexander. 
1988: Warren McDonald and James Alexander. 
1989: Emilio Arce. 

Coach of the Century 
JOHN BLAINE 

Dimmitt High School, 1951-52 
Boys' Basketball 	 36-0 
Girls' Basketball 	 36-0 
Football 	  .10-1 

Best Records of the Century, 
BOYS' BASKETBALL 

1983 Dimrnitt Bobcats 	38-0 
1952 Dimmitt Bobcats  	36-0 

S 
• 

sit 

END OF A PERFECT SEASON — Dimmitt's 1982-83 Bobcats 
climaxed a perfect 38-0 season by capturing the Class AAA state 
championship March 12, 1983. Here, Kevin Cleveland draws a roar 
from the state tournament crowd of 8,500 as he hoists the state 
championship trophy and game net over his head following the 

Bobcats' 81-54 victory over Van Vleck in the title game in the Frank 
Erwin Special Events Center at UT-Austin. Four members of the 
team which the News dubbed "The Awesome Bunch" made all-state. 
It was Dimmitt High School's fourth state championship in boys' 
basketball. 
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Bobcats hold AAA record for state trips 
By DON NELSON 

If you don't go to state, then it 
hasn't been a successful season. 

No other Class AAA school in 
Texas has a boys' basketball tradi-
tion quite so impressive. But the 
Bobcats have been such a basket-
ball dynasty for so many years, and 
have been to Austin so many times, 
their fans have practically come to 
expect it 

And for almost half a century, 
DHS's coaches and players have 
given them good reason to. 

In the past 47 years, Dimmitt 
High School has produced no fewer 
than 37 all-staters and placed two 
coaches in the Balfour Hall of 
Fame in Houston, the ultimate ho-
nor for a high-school coach. 

DHS has had only five boys' 
varsity basketball coaches over the 
last half-century. Three of them—
John Blaine in the 1940s and early 
'50s, Johnny Ethridge in the late 
'50s and early '60s, and present 
coach Ken Cleveland since 1961—
have created dynasties. 

Blaine's 1944 Bobcats were the 
first team to go to state. That team 
finished third in the eight - team 
tournament and produced Dim-
mitt's first all-stater, Bill Birdwell. 
Other starters were Tom Mayfield, 
Howard Cook, Kenneth Jackson 
and John Curtis. 

Blaine's Bobcats went again in 
1948, when the starters were Lewis 
Martin, Carl Jowell, Lonnie Rice, 
Junior Fulfer and Jack Ziegler. 
They defeated unbeaten Sinton, the 
tournament favorite, in the first 
round, but lost 41-40 in overtime to 
unbeaten Mount Vernon in the sec-
ond round, finishing third. 

Then, in 1952, Blaine and his 
Bobcats racked up a dream year—
an undefeated 36 - 0 season and 
Dimmitt's first state championship 
in boys' basketball. 

Starters on the 1952 team were 
Bill Gregory (all - state), Glenn 
Brown (all - state)), Marvin Axe 
(all-state), Douglas Dennis, Wel-
don Warren and Wesley Smith. 

Not only did the 1952 Bobcats 
win the Class A state champion-
ship; after doing so they had to play 
the Class AA champion, Bowie, in 
what promoters called a "divisional 
championship" game. Bowie had 
towering Temple Tucker, who 
would go on to play for TCU, but 
the underdog Bobcats won the 
game by six. 

That was the year Blaine also 
coached the Bobbies to a 36-0 
undefeated season and the state 
championship (Mrs. Blaine went 
with the boys' team to the regional 
tournament while he was at the 
state tournament with the girls' 
team), and guided the Bobcat foot- 

ball team to a 10-1 record and the 
regional finals to become the win-
ningest coach in the US in high-
school team sports that year. 

As a result, Blaine would be 
inducted into the Balfour Texas 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 1970. 

When Blaine moved to Sundown 
after the '51-'52 school year, Leo 
Fields coached the Bobcats until 
the late 1950s, when Johnny Eth-
ridge took the helm. 

Ethridge, a former point guard 
for TCU, guided the Bobcats to the 
state championship game in both 
1960 and '61. 

Both teams lost in the finals, but 
those Ethridge teams wrote a new 
chapter in the Texas high school 
record books. Junior Coffey of 
Dimmitt became the first black 
player to appear in a UIL state 
boys' basketball tournament in 
1960, and in '61 became the UIL's 
first black all-stater. 

"I was on the campus at South-
west Texas State in San Marcos, 
going to summer school, when I 
read this little piece in the Austin 
American - Statesman that Johnny 
Ethridge had accepted the coaching 
job at Amarillo High School," 
Cleveland said. "I didn't walk, I 
ran to the nearest phone and called 
Paul Hilburn (Dimmitt superinten-
dent). 

"I knew Dimmitt was a basket-
ball town—I had watched them 
play in the state tournaments ever 
since high school," Cleveland said. 
"It was just the kind of town I 
wanted to be in." 

Cleveland — an all-stater at 
Coleman and an all - Southwest 
Conference guard at Texas—had 

been out of college just two years, 
coaching at Sonora, when he was 
hired as DHS's new boys' cage 
mentor in 1961. 

He's been here ever since. 
Cleveland's first team here ad-

vanced to the regional finals in '62, 
losing to Perryton, 47-52. 

In 1963, Cleveland produced his 
first all-stater, Michael Calvert_ He 
would be the first of 28 so far. That 
'63 team won district but lost to 
Denver City in bi-district. 

After making it to the regional 
finals again in '64 and '66, Cleve-
land's 1967 Bobcats hitched the 
bus to Austin—his first trip as a 
coach, the school's sixth time in 
boys' basketball. 

That team finished as state run-
ners-up, losing to Hardin-Jefferson 
of Sour Lake in the state champion-
ship game, 51-59. 

The Bobcats' next trip to Austin 
was in 1971, when they lost in the 
first round to Hughes Springs, 45-
56. 

That made seven trips to state, 

The Bobcats and Morton In-
dians, especially, staged some 
fierce, high-stakes battles during 
those years—first at the bi-district 
or regional level, and later in the 
same District 2-AA. 

The year after Dimmitt's 1975 
state championship, for instance, 
the Bobcats posted a 31-2 mark. 
Their only two losses were to Mor-
ton, and the Indians went on to win 
the state championship while the 
Bobcats had to settle for second 
place in district. 

The same thing happened in 
1977, when the Bobcats went 28-3 
and the Indians won state again. 

Dimmitt's next nip to state was 
in '78—and it was a heartbreaker. 
Going up against a superb White-
house team in the championship 
game, the Bobcats had it won until 
a freaky series of disasters —
including a four-point play —
occurred in the final seconds to 
give Whitehouse a 60-59 victory. 

Then in the early '80s, Lady 
Luck finally smiled on the Bobcats 
again. The '82 team of Kevin 
Cleveland, Phil King, Jeff Watts, 
John King and John Smith captured 
the state title with a thrilling last-
second victory over Linden - Kil-
dare, 60-59. 

And the following year, Cleve-
land had what has probably been 
the premier team of his career, and 
one of the best Class AAA teams in 
the history of Texas high school 
basketball. 

"The Awesome Bunch"—Kevin 
Cleveland, Jeff Watts, John Smith, 
John King and Fermin Gonzales—
posted a perfect 38-0 record against 
all corners in all classes and won 
the 1983 state championship with a 
convincing 81-54 victory over New 
Boston in the finals. 

Four of the five starters on that 
team — Cleveland, Watts, Smith 
and King—made all-state. 

Despite losing the entire varsity 
squad to graduation, the Bobcats of 
1983 went back to state for a third 
year in a row, and played state 
champion New Boston to a point, 
59-60, in the first round. 

After losing to Seminole in the 
regional finals in '85, the Bobcats 
returned to Austin in '86, '87 and 
'88 to set a new UIL Class AAA 
record for number of appearances 
in the state tournament-15. 

The '86 Bobcats lost a heart-
breaker to Cleveland, 56-57, in the 
championship game. The '87 team 
suffered a disastrous 29-59 loss to 
Hughes Springs in the first round, 
and the '88 team lost to powerful 
Sweeny, 53-67, in the first round. 

In 1988, Cleveland joined John 
Blaine in the Balfour Texas High 
School Coaches Hall of Fame—a 
rarity for a still-active coach. 

It's been — gosh — three years 
now since the Bobcats have fi-
nished a season in Austin. 

And as the county enters its 
second century, Dimmitt's spoiled 
fans are probably wondering how 
many times they can do it again 
between now and the year 2091. 

THE 1952 BOBCATS won Dimmitt High School's 
first state boys' basketball championship—and 
they did it in spades, posting a perfect 36-0 record 
and defeating Class AA state champion Bowie after 
capturing the Class A title. In FRONT ROW, from 
left, are Weldon Warren, Jimmie Howell, William 

Hunter, Roy Murphy, Douglas Dennis and Glenn 
Brown (all-state). BACK ROW, from left: Coach 
John Blaine, manager Jack Copeland, Donald 
Wright, Bill Gregory (all-state), Glenn Lust, Mar-
vin Axe (all-state), Wesley Smith and assistant 
manager Edgar Dennis. 

with one state championship. 
"Dimmitt, Darnit, Wants It," the 

headline in the Austin American-
Statesman said when the 1975 Bob-
cats made the school's eighth ap-
pearance in UT's old Gregory 
Gym. 

Well Dimmitt, darnit, dunnit that 
year. The team that included Steve 
Myatt, Jim Birdwell, Craig Wil-
liams, Wayne McKee, Brad San-
ders, Travis Hampton Jr. and John-
ny Hampton defeated Kountze in 
the first round, then knocked off 
Van Vleck, 49-42, in the finals to 
capture DHS's second state boys' 

championship, and Cleveland's 
first. 

Cleveland was given the top ho-
nor by his peers the 1976 when he 
was named to coach the North All-
Stars in the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches' annual meet-
ing. 

In the '70s, if the Bobcats want-
ed to get to state, they had to get 
past Morton or Friona first. The 
1975 state champs, for instance, 
had to defeat Friona in a triple- 

overtime district playoff for the 
right to advance. 

Bobbie all-staters 
Here's a list of the Dimmitt High School girls' basketball players 

that earned all-state, academic all-state or all-state tournament honors 
in the school's history. 

1930: Lillian Harp and Zonelle Brooks. 
1931: Frankie Senters, Zonelle Brooks and Evelyn Blanton. 
1932: Frankie Senters, Ona Fay Smith and Elaine Dyer. 
1950: Lometa Odom and Mauriene Smithson. 
1951: Lometa Odom, Mauriene Smithson. 
1952: Lometa Odom and Mitzie Wilson. 
1954: Margaret Odom, Mary Nelson and Mary Ann Witt. 
1955: Margaret Odom and Shirley DeLozier. 
1976: Marla Winders and Beth Cleveland. 
1977: Beth Cleveland and Nita Parker. 
1979: Lori Dyer and Vicki Cleveland. 
1989: Renae Josselet. 
1990: Renae Josselet. 
1991: Halley Bradley. 

(This list was compiled from News' records, and the omission of 
any names is unintentional. If any names have been omitted, we 
would appreciate knowing. Just call us at 647-3123.) 



TIRED BUT HAPPY—Swiftettes celebrate after 
winning Nazareth High School's third straight 
girls' cross country state championship in 1985-86. 
Team members include (from left) Rachel Huse-
man, Gail Birkenfeld, Kelly Schilling, Debbie 
Schmucker, Linda Birkenfeld, Monica Kleman and 

Stephanie Brockman. Swiftettes won handily, 38-
110, over the runner-up Sudan Lady Hornets. 
Three Swiftettes finished in the top 10 in team 
scoring including Linda Birkenfeld, fifth; 
Schmucker, sixth; and Huseman, 10th. Also placing 
included Schilling, 11th; and Gail Birkenfeld, 12th. 

Naz girls win five state titles 
in cross country during 1980s 

Best Records of the Century, 
BOYS' TENNIS 

Nazareth High School, 1976-1991 
1 State Title, Boys' Singles 

4 State Titles, Boys' Doubles 

Best Record of the Century, 
GIRLS' BASKETBALL 

1952 Dimmitt Bobbies 	36-0 
1984 Nazareth Swiftettes 	35-0 
1985 Nazareth Swiftettes 	34-0 

Fathers and Sons 
FATHER: Bill Birdwell, Dimmitt High School's first 

ail-stater in boys' basketball (1944). 
SON: Jim Birdwell, Dimmitt's first second-generation 

all-stater (19751. 

FATHER: Robert Wesley Smith, starter on Dimmitt 
High School's first undefeated boys' basketball team (36-0) 
in 1951.52. 

SON: John Smith, starter on OHS 's second undefeated 
boys' basketball team (38.0) in 1982-83. 

FATHER: Kenneth Cleveland, Coleman High School 
all-stater and career basketball coach, 

SON: Kevin Cleveland, Dimmitt High School all-stater 
and career basketball coach. 

Hart netters display 
talents at state meet 

Happy 100th, 

Castro County! 

Best Record of the Century 
GIRLS' CROSS COUNTRY 

Nazareth High School, 
1983-84 to 1987-88 

5 Consecutive State Championships 

It's not a 
et.1 Mirage! 

Castro County really did 
make it to the century mark, 
and we're looking forward 

to the next century, continuing 
to do business with you as 
our family has since 1964. 

Oasis Package Store 
George Book, Owner 
Nazareth • 945-2646 

It 
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NHS has won 17 
state tennis titles 

Best Records of the Century, 
GIRLS' TENNIS 

Nazareth High School, 1973-1991 
3 State Titles, Girls' Singles 
9 State Titles, Girls' Doubles 

Kim King is queen of Texas 
tennis is how the News headline 
read in May 1973, when Kim King 
brought home Nazareth High 
School's first state championship in 
athletics, and her victory started a 
tradition that continues today when 
current headlines could read, Na-
zareth tennis players reign supreme 
—again. 

It all started back in 1973 when 
King brought home the school's 
first state championship by winning 
the Class B singles title in tennis 
and since then the school has added 
16 more state championship tennis 
trophies to its trophy cases. 

King may have started a new 
chapter in the school's history with 
her victory in May 1973, but the 
story continues today as Adrian 
Farris, a sophomore, won the 
school's 17th state tennis title by 
claiming the Class A singles crown 
in May. 

King played on the University of 
Texas courts in Austin in 1973 and 
that's where Farris claimed his sin-
gle's title just a month ago. 

In 1973, King, who was then a 
junior in high school, defeated two 
other regional champions to win 
Nazareth's first state title in athle-
tics. 

Meanwhile, NHS's boys' and 
girls' doubles teams fought their 
way into the championship matches 
before bowing in the finals and 
finishing as state runners-up. 

Despite the fact that Celeste—a 
perennial state tennis contender—
won both doubles championships, 
NHS finished with the highest 
point total in the tournament. 

With 15 points for a champion-
ship and 10 for a second place, 
Nazareth generated 35 team points 
to Celeste's 30. 

King started her state tourney 
climb by defeating Tivoli's Suzie 
Faris, 6-3, 6-4, then topped Forest-
bur's Carolyn Conway 6-2, 6-3 for 
the championship. 

Nazareth sophomores Patti 
Hochstein and Delphine Wething-
ton won a tough match in the first 
round to advance to the champion-
ship match in girls' doubles. There 
they found the defending state 
champions, Celeste's Deborah 
Statzer and Sharon Gray, to be a 
little too much, dropping the tide 
match 3-6, 4-6. 

The boys' doubles team of Rich-
ard Birkenfeld and Glen Ehly had a 
tough climb throughout, but almost 
pulled a state championship out of 
the hat before losing the final 
match. 

After winning the state match, 
King said "I didn't know whether 
to laugh or cry after it was over. I 
think Nazareth getting three teams 
into the state finals surprised every-
body, especially Dad," she added, 
referring to then NHS Supt. Joe 
King, who was the tennis coach 
and King's father. 

"Dad helped us a lot," she said. 
"He gave us the initiative and he 
always evaluated us after a match 
and told us what we did wrong. 
And he encouraged us during a 
match. He put a lot of faith in us 
and that helped our confidence. 

In 1974, King repeated as state 
champion her senior year while 
Hochstein and Wethington returned 
to the state meet, but lost out in the 
semifinals. 

The doubles team had been de-
nied at the state tourney for two 
straight years, but they were young 
and still had one more chance. And 
that was all they needed. 

The third time proved to be the 
charm for the Hochstein-Wething-
ton duo, who finally won the Class 
B state doubles championship in 
1975. Another doubles team from 
Nazareth entered the scene that 
year and qualified for state —
Rosemary Schulte and Rachelle  

Pohlmeier. 
Although Schulte and Pohlmeier 

were denied in their first appear-
ance at Austin, they returned to the 
tournament two years later and 
didn't lose a single set enroute to a 
Class A girls' doubles title. That 
was in 1977. 

A year earlier, Danny Gerber 
qualified for the state tournament 
and he was the first Nazareth boy 
to compete in the state meet. 

Karleen Kleman and Doretta Ra-
maekers teamed in 1978 to claim 
the Class B girls' doubles title, 
bringing the trophy home to Na-
zareth for the third year. Glenda 
Gerber qualified in girls' singles 
that year and made it to the state 
finals before losing out. The Na-
zareth's boys' doubles team of Der-
win Huseman and Wayne Heiman 
made their first appearance at the 
Class B state tournament that year, 
also. 

Ramaekers teamed with Glenda 
Gerber to win her second straight 
Class B doubles crown in 1979. 
The Nazareth boys also were well 
represented at state in 1979, send-
ing two doubles teams to Austin—
Norman Gerber and Perry Brock-
man, and Jimmy Huseman and 
Stanley Hocking. 

After many tries at the state 
meet, the Nazareth boys managed 
to bring home a state championship 
in tennis in 1980. 

Gerber and Brockman returned 
to Austin in 1980 and were deter-
mined to come back with a trophy 
and that's just what they did. The 
duo won the school's first boys' 
tennis state title—the Class B boys' 
doubles crown. 

In 1981, Nazareth jumped to 
Clacs A, but that didn't stop the 
Swifts and Swiftettes from win-
ning. 

Gerber graduated in 1980, but 
Brockman still had another year 
left, so in 1981 he teamed with 
Calvin Schulte and the two won the 
Class A state championship in three 
matches, without dropping a set. 

That year, three girls qualified 
for state, but didn't come away 
with first place honors. 

Roxane Birkenfeld and Sharon 
Gerber came close, though. The 
two finished as state runners-up in 
Class A girls' doubles. Brenda 
Hocking qualified for state in girls' 
singles, but was eliminated before 
the finals. 

She got her chance for a state 
title the next year, though. Hocking 
and Birkenfeld teamed in 1982 and 
captured the Class A doubles title, 
the school's seventh girls' tenths 
championship. 

A freshman entered the scene in 
1983 and promptly qualified for 
state, making it all the way to the 
Class A championship match be-
fore she lost out.. She was Ramona 
Heiman, younger sister of former 
state qualifier, Wayne Heiman, and 
before her high school career was 
over, she would have three gold 
medals around her neck.. Leona 
Gerber, whose brother, Norman, 
won state earlier, also qualified for 
state in Class A girls' singles in 
1983, but she was eliminated in the 
semifinals. 

So, Gerber and Heiman teamed 
up in 1984 and 1985 and won back-
to - back Class A girls' doubles 
crowns. 

Gerber graduated in 1985 and in 
1986, Heiman teamed with cousin 
Traci Hill and the duo won another 
Class A doubles crown. 

Hill's parents had a double rea-
son to be proud spectators at Austin 
that year—Traci's brother, Todd, 
and his partner, Kenny Kern, also 
captured the Class A boys' doubles 
title that year, winning after a three-
hour duel in the championship 
match. 

Kern and Hill won the cham-
pionship again in 1987 and another 
girls team entered the race and also 
won bragging rights in the state—
Traci Hill and Stephanie Brock-
man, the younger sister of Perry 
Brockman, who teamed up with 
Norman Gerber and Calvin Schulte 
to win state championships in boys 
doubles earlier. 

Traci Hill and Stephanie Brock-
man qualified for state again in 
1988, but the duo were upset in the 
finals and had to settle for second 
place. 

Stephanie Brockman went out on 
her own in 1989 and succeeded in 
capturing the Class A singles title. 
Tami Ball and Jennifer Brockman 
represented Nazareth in the Class A 
doubles tourney, but were elimina-
ted in the semifinal round. 

The decade of the 1990s looked 
bright with the emergence of Ad-
rian Farris, who, as a freshman, 
competed in the Class A state tour-
nament, working his way into the 
championship match before bowing 
out. 

Farris got a second shot in 1991, 
though, and this time he didn't miss 
a beat enroute to his first Class A 
singles title. And he did it without 
losing a set. And he only lost two 
games along the way. 

That's pretty impressive —
especially when he's still got two 
years left in his high school career. 

And with his talent and the 
talents of others like Jodi Johnson, 
who played in the Clacs A girls' 
singles tourney in this year as a 
junior; and junior Natalie 
Schmucker, who teamed with se-
nior Stephanie Farris this year to 
qualify for state in Class A doubles, 
the future still looks bright for 
Nazareth's tennis program. 

. . . with more state champion-
ships to come. 

The decade of the 1980s saw the 
Hart Longhorn and Lady Horn ten-
nis teams advance from the region-
al tournament to the state tourney 
for the first time in the school's 
history. 

In 1985, a girls' doubles team 
and a boys' singles player added 
another chapter to the school's net 
history when they advanced to the 
state tournament. 

Castillo went a step- farther by 
finishing third in the state meet, and 
although another singles player and 
two doubles teams also have fi-
nished third in the state meet since 
then, Castillo was the first. 

In 1986 Ammons returned to the 
state meet again, this time as a 
singles player. She finished third. 

Also that year, Martin Castillo 

Five straight state championships 
in cross country highlighted the 
running efforts of Nazareth High 
School athletes during the 1980s. 

The Swiftettes fielded their first 
cross country team in 1980, and 
three years later, in 1982-1983, the 
first girl advanced to the state cross 
country meet at Georgetown. She 
was Leona Gerber, and she placed 
20th. 

When the cross country program 
was implemented in Nazareth in 
1980-81 by then girls basketball 
coach Joe Lombard, "We Run For 
Fun," was the motto the team lived 
by. That motto was adopted by 
other teams through the years. 

That's because the teams didn't 
take the sport seriously in the be-
ginning, despite winning state 
championships. 

Lombard initiated the cross 
country program because the meets 
are held at the start of the school 
year and it soon became a condi-
tioning workout for the girls' bas-
ketball team because most of the 
cross country competitors were 
members of the basketball team. 

They carried their success in 
basketball over to cross country and 
before long, the runners' reputation 
for success spread across the state. 

The five-year streak started in 
the 1983-84 season. 

Nazareth's girls won their first 
state championship that year with 
the help of Debbie Schmucker, 
Renee Ramaekers, Shari Schilling, 
CeCe Kern, Kelly Schilling, Gail 
Birkenfeld and Leona Kleman. 

The Swiftettes repeated their 
performance in 1984-85, when La-
dawn Schmucker, CeCe Kern, Kel-
ly Schilling, Debbie Schmucker, 

and Andy Castillo teamed up to 
finish third in the boys' doubles 
tournament at state. 

The Castillos competed at state 
again in 1987, but this time they 
didn't place in the top three. 

In 1988, Andy Castillo teamed 
with Blair Brown and the pair 
captured the bronze medal at the 
state doubles tournament. 

The most recent success story 
about Hart tennis players is April 
Bennett, who qualified for state as a 
singles player this year—and she's 
only a sophomore. That means 
she's got another two shots at a 
gold medal. 

Hart also has hopes for April's 
younger sister, Shea, who has been 
winning tournaments herself.  

Leona Gerber, Bobby Hochstein, 
Missy Brockman, Rachel Huseman 
and Gail Birknfeld made the long 
trip to Georgetown and returned 
home with a gold trophy and me-
dals. 

Linda Birkenfeld paced the 
1985-86 and 1986-87 teams, by 
finishing fifth and third at the state 
meet, respectively. Her teams won 
state both years, to give Nazareth 
four straight championships. 

Members of the 1985-86 team 
were Linda Birkenfeld, Rachel 
Huseman, Gail Birkenfeld, Kelly 
Schilling, Debbie Schmucker, Sha-
na Birkenfeld and Stephanie Brock-
man. 

In 1986-87, team members inclu-
ded Nikki Schulte, Marla Ramaek-
ers, Barbie Steffens, Rachel Huse-
man, Shana Birkenfeld, Stephanie 
Brockman, Missy Brockman, Bob-
bie Hochstein and Linda Birken-
feld. 

The Swiftettes of 1987-88 cap-
tured Nazareth's fifth consecutive 
— and to date, their last — state 
championship in cross country. 

Girls running for Nazareth that 
year included Missy Brockman, 
Rachel Huseman, Shana Birken-
feld, Barbie Steffens, Darlene  

Heck, Nikki Schulte, Linda Birken-
feld, Jenny Brockman and Janay 
Johnson. 

The next year the streak ended, 
but the Swiftettes still qualified for 
state and placed third, paced by 
Christy Birkenfeld's ninth place fi-
nish. Although the Swiftettes 
haven't managed to bring home 
another gold trophy in cross coun-
try since the 1987-88 year, they 
have sent a team to the state cham-
pionship every year. 

The 1989-90 and 1990-91 teams 
managed to bring home silver me-
dals with second place finishes. 

The boys' cross country teams 
were not without success, either. 

Joel Birkenfeld was the lone boy 
competing in the sport in 1983-84, 
but he qualified for regional. 

In 1989-90, the boys entered 
their first cross country team in 
meets, and they proceeded to claim 
second place at district and ad-
vanced to regional. That was as far 
as the team would advance. 

The boys advanced to regional 
again in 1990 - 91, but couldn't 
manage to nail down a state berth. 



the energy of the future 
Natural gas first became available in Castro County about 1930, 
and through the years has been proven to be the most efficient 
of all the major energies. 

As Castro County enters its second century, there's still more 
natural gas underground than we have used so far. And new 
recovery technologies and energy-saving appliances will mean 
still more ... as will your continued wise use of gas. 

Clean, efficient, economical gas is truly the energy of the future. 

Happy Centennial, Castro County. We're glad to be serving you! 

ENERCIAKe 
Efficient Gas Energy for West Texas 

THE TOP OF THE HEAP—Senior members of 
the 1986 Nazareth Swifts basketball team raise the 
state championship trophy in celebration after they 
won the school's first boys title. The team finished 

as the most successful boys team in the school's 
history, winning the state championship with a 28-6 
record. Johnny Hampton coached the Swifts that 
year. 	 File Photo 

HHS votes 
to organize 
football team 

Hart High School joined the 
ranks of other District 3-B schools 
by deciding to field its first football 
team in December 1954. 

The school officials and town-
speople had contemplated such a 
move earlier, but not until the De-
cember 1954 meeting of the board 
was the decision made which gave 
Hart its first football team in the 
history of the school. 

Seven games had already been 
scheduled for the 1955 season, but 
only after the board sanctioned the 
move did the tentative gridiron 
slate become official. Two more 
games were scheduled to give the 
school a completed schedule which 
included games against Kress, 
Whitharral, Anton, Amherst, 
Plains, Bovina and Farwell. All of 
the games counted as conference 
tilts. 

HART 

Happy Birthday 

Swift all-staters 
Here's a list of the Nazareth High School boys basketball players 

that earned all-state, academic all-state or all-state tournament honors 
in the school's history. 

1979: Jeff Schmucker. 
1980: Jeff Schmucker. 
1982: Calvin Schulte. 
1984: Johnny Schmucker and Mark Huseman.  
1985: Chris Gerber, Ricky Backus and Russell Hoelting. 
1986: Darryl Hoelting and Randy Leavitt. 
1987: Kenny Kern. 

The first black athlete to play in a 
University Interscholastic League state 

boys' basketball tournament was 
Junior Coffey of Dimmitt High School 

in 1960. His team finished as state 
runner-up to Linden-Kildare. 

Founded by Kent Birdwell, our agency is in its 40th 
year of service to you, with Russel Birdwell taking 
over in 1991. 

Through the years, we have continued to offer effi- 
cient, friendly service through the State Farm In- 
surance Companies. 

As this century lapses, we want to renew our policy 
of good wishes for Dimmitt and Castro County. 

Happy 100th Castro County! 

( 

	

	  STATE FARM 

M) 
CW: c je to 

INSURANCE 

Russel Birdwell Insurance 
116 E. Jones, Dimmitt • 647-3427 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there. 

State Farm Insurance Companies 
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois 
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Swifts claim first state 
basketball title in 1986 

The fourth time proved to be the 
charm for the Nazareth Swifts in 
1986. 

After three previous unsucessful 
bids for the state championship in 
Class A boys' basketball, the 
Swifts finally captured the elusive 
crown in 1986. 

Nazareth's boys earned their first 
trip to the Clas.. A state champion-
ship in 1980, but lost in the state 
semifinals to West Lamar, 50-53. 
Team members that year were Jeff 
Schmucker, John Steffens, Bryan 
Huseman, Calvin Schulte, Dale 
Hoelting, Dwayne Acker and Gary 
Book, and they were coached by 
Bud Birks. 

That group reached a milestone 
in Nazareth's boys' basketball his-
tory just by getting to state, but 
three teams in the middle of the 
decade would top that. 

For three straight years, from 
1984-86, the Swifts advanced to the 
state title game, but they only man-
aged to win one championship—in 
1986. 

In 1984, Coach Joe Lombard 

Nazareth High School first ven-
tured onto the gridiron during the 
1956-57 school year, when a game 
or two was played, but the school 
didn't officially adopt football as a 
"full season" sport until 1957-58. 

Dan Schmucker said he remem-
bers playing one game against 
Spade before football was officially 
listed as a sport at NHS and he said 
the Swifts lost by quite a good 
margin. 

After that a team was organized 
for the next year, Fred Scott was 
named coach and they played nine 
games. They won their season ope-
ner over the Petit Eagles, 27-7. 

A lot of the early six-man games 
which the Swifts played, were 
played at Hart on the nights when 

Golfers in Nazareth have en-
joyed success through the years, 
with several teams and individuals 
advancing to regional. 

The boys' team in 1986 was just 
one spot shy of advancing to the 
state meet. They finished third at 
regional, just one spot short of 
earning a state berth. Billy Steffens 
and Dezane Schacher each placed 
third at district, in the boys and 
girls meets, respectively. 

Nazareth adopted a golf program 
in 1979 and since then the boys' 
team has advanced players to re-
gional nine times. The girls sent 
golfers to regional for seven years. 

The first year a girls' team ad-
vanced to regional was 1991. Be-
fore that, only individuals placed 
and district and advanced on to the 
regional meet. 

In 1980, two members of the 
boys' golf team advanced to re-
gional. At district, Steve Albracht 
winning a sudden death playoff 
hole to claim second place medalist  

(who was doubling as head girls' 
and boys' coach at the time) guided 
Mark Huseman, Randy Leavitt, 
Scottie Book, Johnny Schmucker, 
Marvin Schmucker, Sidney Gerber, 
Eric Wilhelm, Ricky Backus, Chris 
Gerber and Russell Hoelting, 
through the regular season, bi -
district and area rounds, and the 
regional tournament to earn a spot 
in the state tournament with a 32-2 
record. After winning the state se-
mifinal game, the Swifts were bea-
ten in the championship game by 
perennial Class A champion, 
Snook, 30-39. They finished the 
season with a 33-3 mark. 

But the Swifts were back again 
next year and this time the road to 
Austin was a little harder to travel. 
The Swifts won the Region 1-A 
title again, but it was a tough battle 
throughout the tournament. Things 
definitely didn't let up once the 
Swifts reached the state semifinals, 
either. They managed to pull out a 
44-42 win over Munday in the 
contest, but then dropped the cham- 

the Longhorns were off, or when 
they were out of town. Hart's field 
was wider and longer than the 
regulation six-man fields were sup-
posed to be, so tapes were rolled 
out and nailed down to mark off the 
sidelines and end zones. 

In 1960, the Swifts captured the 
school's first district championship 
in football (in six-man play) and 
advanced to the playoffs. 

In 1960-61 Nazareth was promo-
ted to an eight-man lineup and they 
played that way for four years 
before switching to an 11 - man 
format. 

The eight-man football team won 
district and bi-district in 1963, but 
lost to Darrouzett in regional play. 

Jimmy Hoelting was named an 

honors. Teresa Brockman was the 
first girl to earn a spot in the 
regional meet. 

Nazareth qualified its whole 
boys' team for regional in 1981 for 
the first time in the school's histo-
ry. That team finished seventh at 
regional. 

There wasn't a golf team fielded 
in 1982, but in 1983, another team 
was created and it won the district 
title for the first time. Dale Al-
bracht placed second. Liz Albracht 
qualified for regional with a third 
place district finish in the girls' 
meet_ At the regional tournament,  

pionship game to LaPoyner by a 
heart-breaking 43-45 decision. 

Members of the 1985 team were 
Billy Steffens, Kenny Kern, Kevin 
Hoelting, Randy Leavitt, Russell 
Hocking, Chris Gerber, Craig 
Huseman, Ricky Backus, Darryl 
Hoelting, Todd Hill and Chris 
Schmucker. Lombard was the head 
coach. 

Then came the boys of 1986. 
They captured the school's first-

ever and only state championship 
in boys' basketball. 

The group edged Laneville 57-47 
in the state semifinals, then beat 
Archer City 53-49 in the title game. 
Darryl Hoelting sank clutch free 
throws in the final stanza of the 
title game to keep the Swifts in the 
lead. 

In addition to Hocking, other 
team members were Randy Leavitt, 
Billy Steffens, Kevin Hocking, 
Chris Schmucker, Craig Huseman, 
Todd Hill, Kenny Kern, Marlon 
Backus, Gregg Gerber and Kyle 
Schilling. Johnny Hampton 
coached the championship team. 

all-state end that year. 
During this time, football was 

played on the community baseball 
facilities, which had been located 
along Highway 86, jut east of the 
city. 

Hocking said the school allowed 
the Swifts to play three 11-man 
practice games that year, but the 
team still competed as an eight-
man team in the playoffs. James 
Gibson, who now coaches at West 
Texas High School, was the head 
coach for the Swifts in 1963-64. 

The football field located at Na-
zareth's school was used for the 
first time during the 1964-65 sea-
son, when the school switched from 
eight- to 11-man football. 

the 1983 team placed 12th. 
In 1984, Liz Albracht once again 

finished third in district while the 
boys team placed second in district 
and eighth at regional. 

Albracht repeated as a medalist 
at district while the boys' team 
qualified for regional again in 
1985. 

The boys' qualified teams for 
regional in 1987, 1990 and 1991 
while ihe girls' team qualified in 
1991. 

No Nazareth golf team or indivi-
dual has advanced to state, to date. 

NHS lines up first full 
gridiron schedule in 1957 

Naz golfers achieve district success 

Best Record of the Century, 
BOYS' TRACK & FIELD 
Dimrnitt Bobcats, 1950-51 

State Runners-up 



THE 1952 BOBBIES posted the best record of any 
of Dimmitt High School's five state championship 
teams of the 1950s, finishing their season with a 36-
0 mark. In FRONT ROW, from left, are Darlene 
Cates, Mary Ann Witt, Katy Coke, Connie McRee, 
Mary Nelson, Yvonne Bearden, Decimae Dennis 

and Shirley Markley. STANDING, from left, are 
Coach John Blaine, manager Margaret Odom, 
assistant manager Dalvia Howard, Jacqueline 
Cartwright, Lometa Odom (all-state), Braunita 
Cole, Mitzi Wilson (all-state), Peggy Alley, Barbara 
Clark and manager Carolyn Campbell. 
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Bobbies own seven state title trophies 
By DON NELSON 

Dimmitt's Bobbies were winning 
state championships long before the 
Bobcats ever earned their first one. 

In fact, the Bobbies captured 
seven state titles over a 25-year 
period of the county's first century. 

Dimmitt had some crackerjack 
girls' basketball teams in the 1930s. 
They did most of their playing on 
outdoor dirt courts, and played 
half - court offense and defense, 
with six girls on a team—three on 
each end of the court. 

The Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) organized the state playoffs 
in those days. 

The Bobbies—originally called 
the Whirlwinds, then Bobcats, and 
later Bobbies — advanced to the 
state tournament for the first time 
in 1930, with Henry Loter as their 
coach. The state tourney was held 
in Celeste that year, and the team 
made the trip by train, with much 
hoopla at Hart, Plainview and other 
towns along the way as they rode 
down and returned home. 

That team lost to Athens in the 
championship game, and produced 
Dimmitt's first two all-staters —
Lillie Bell Harp, a guard, and 
Zonell Brooks, the jumping center. 
The squad also included Ethel 
Womble, Ona Fay Smith, Alyne 
Creager, Leona Hastings (third 
team all-state), Louise Houtchings, 
Evelyn Blanton, Elfreda Murphy, 
Irene Waggoner, Effie Elder (cap-
tain and second team all-state), 
Ruth Waggoner and Willie Mildred 
James. 

The Bobbies captured their first 
state championship the following 
year, defeating Mengus, 30-26, in 
the 1931 tide game. All-staters on 
that team were jumping center 
Zonell Brooks, outside forward 
Frankie Senters and guard Evelyn 
Blanton. At least one existing rec-
ord also shows Ona Fae Smith to 
have been an all-stater on that 
team. 

Dimmiu repeated as the state 
girls' basketball champions in 
1932, defeating Celeste, 42-34, in 

the title game. Senters repeated as 
an all-state forward, and was joined 
on the all-state team by teammates 
Ona Fay Smith, a forward, and  

Elaine Dyer, a guard. 
The Bobbies went to state at 

least twice more in the 1930s, 
winning consolation under Coach 
Troutman in 1935 and losing to 
Ropesville in the second round in 
1936, under Coach LeRoy Landers. 
Girls on those two teams included 
Ina Dee Merritt, Florene Meek, 
Kitten Smith, Pauline Rothwell, 
Lucille Dyer, Billie Dyer, Mary 
Alice McLean, Marjorie Butler, 
Marie Langford, Helen Dixon and 
Mildred Lust. 

Just as Dimmiu High School had 
ushered in the '30s with state-class 
teams, so it did in the '50s. In fact, 
the Bobbies were the dominant 
team in Texas girls' basketball dur-
ing half of that decade. 

It was the team of 1949-50 that 
started the Bobbies on their Fabul-
ous Fifties championship path that 
led to national fame for their school 
and their coach, John Blaine. 

These girls were the first in a 
girls' state tourney to use the one-
handed push shot — a technique 
used previously only by boys. 
That's partly because they grew up 
practicing against the boys—who 
also had a state - class program 
going under Blaine by that time. 

After barely missing out on a trip 
to state in 1949, the 1950 Bobbies 
not only won a berth in the state 
tournament, but captured the cham-
pionship over 15 other teams from 
schools of all sizes. 

Starters on the 1950 champion-
ship team were forwards Pat Tate, 
Mona Simmons and Lometa Odom 
(all - state) and guards Mauriene 
Smithson (all-state), Phyllis Beh-
rends and LaNelle Walthall. 

This team, like all the Bobbies 
teams of the '50s, brought a faster 
game to the state tournament than 
many of their opponents were ac-
customed to seeing. Still playing 
the six-girl, half-court game and 
restricted to two bounces on drib-
bles, the Bobbies seldom let the 
ball touch the floor. It was pass- 

and - move, pass - and - move until 
there was an opening for a shot or a 
feed. 

After surviving a fierce shootout 
against their powerful "neighbor- 

hood" rivals, Cotton Center, in the 
semifinals, the Bobbies went up 
against defending state champion 
Seagoville in the championship 
game. Although the Dragonettes 
had all their players back from the 
previous year, the Bobbies defeated 
them by 15 points, with subs play-
ing most of the final quarter. 

The Bobbies were decimated by 
the graduation of four starters, but 
Blaine built the next year's team 
around Odom and Smithson and 
captured another state champion-
ship. Starters on the 1951 team 
were Odom at post forward, Smith-
son at post guard, Johnnie Godfrey 
and Mary Nelson at outside for-
wards, and Katy Coke, Decimae 
Dennis and Mitzi Wilson at outside 
guards. 

Odom and Smithson repeated as 
all-staters in 1951. In fact, both 
later were named to the All-Time 
All-State Team of the Texas Girls' 
Basketball League, and would later 
become all-Americans at Wayland 
College, along with Pat Tate and 
Margaret Odom. 

The 1950 and 1951 teams both 
won the mythical "national cham-
pionship" in high-school girls' bas-
ketball by defeating the Iowa state 
champions in post-season games. 
The 1950 interstate game was 
played in the Baylor Field House in 
Waco, and the 1951 game was in 
the Drake University Field House 
in Des Moines, Iowa. 

1952 saw the best year in the 
history of Dimmitt High School 
girls' basketball — an undefeated 
season. That state championship 
team had eight "regulars"—Mitzi 
Wilson, Decimae Dennis and Katy 
Coke at guards, and Lometa Odom 
at post forward, and Shirley Mark-
ley and Mary Nelson sharing time 
with Yvonne Bearden and Darlene 
Cates at the outside forward posi-
tions. 

Odom set an all - time single -
game individual scoring record in 
the Bobbies' second-round game 
against Penelope in 1952. Despite 
playing on a bad ankle that X-rays 
later showed was broken, she 
scored 78 points as the Bobbies 
won the game, 96-54. That was 
probably an all-time team scoring  

record in those days, too. 
Odom was chosen as an all-stater 

for the third year in a row, and 
Wilson was named the all-state post 
guard that year. 

For many years, high - school 
girls' basketball was coordinated 
by the Texas Girls Basketball 
League (also known as the McCa-
mey League, after its founder). The 
league was headquartered at Baylor 
University, and state tournaments 
were played in Waco. 

But about 1950 the University 
Interscholastic League—which ran 
all other high-school sports and 
literary competitions—organized a 
girls' basketball program and urged 
all public schools with girls' pro-
grams to switch. 

Dimmitt High School resisted for 
several years, as long as the 
Bobbies were the defending state 
champs of the McCamey League—
which still was the stronger pro-
gram — although the handwriting  

was on the wall. 
After the 1952 season, the Blaine 

era ended when the Hall of Fame 
coach resigned to accept a coaching 
position at Sundown. He was suc-
ceeded by Leo Fields. After the 
Bobbies failed to make it back to 
the state tourney in Waco in 1953, 
Fields' first year here, DHS quietly 
made the switch to the UIL pro-
gram. 

The following year, the Bobbies 
went "back" to state—although to 
Austin this time, to their first UIL 
tourney — and won it all. They 
came from behind in the state 
championship game to defeat Gran-
bury, 66-60, for the 1954 title. Post 
forward Margaret Odom set a sin-
gle-game scoring record with 48 
points in that game, and a tour-
nament scoring record with 109 
points in three games. 

Named with Odom to the 1954 
all-state team were guards Dalvia 
Howard and Mary Ann Witt and  

forward Mary Nelson. Finishing 
out the Bobbies' 1954 starting 
lineup were forward Darlene Cates 
and guard Sonya Lowe. 

In 1955, the Bobbies went back 
to Austin and won their last state 
championship — their fifth in six 

years. Team starters were Margaret 
Odom (all-state) at post forward, 
Darlene Cates and Ann Spear at 
outside forwards, Shirley DeLozier 
(all-state) at post guard, and Sonya 
Lowe and Mary Ann Witt at out-
side guards. 

Since their six-year domination 
of Texas girls' basketball in two 
leagues, the Bobbies have produced 
several other state-class teams—
notably under Van Kountz and Jim-
my Hoyle in the 1970s—and they 
have a state-class program now 
under Coach Richard Wood. 

The magical state championship 
has eluded the Bobbies since 1955, 
but their fans keep hoping for a 
return to those glory years. 
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Bobcat all-staters 
Here's a list of the Dimmitt High School football players that 

earned all-state in the school's history. 

1960: Junior Coffey. 
1966: Mike Bruegel.  
1970: Randy Schumacher.  
1982: Jeff Watts.  

Bobbies' cross country 
teams won regional titles 
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DHS gridders don't stray far from home 
By DON NELSON 

When they played their first two 
football games in 1929, they were 
called the Dimmitt Cubs. The rest 
of that year, the Castro County 
News called them the Daring De-
mons. The following year, they offi-
cially became the Bobcats. They've 
been the Bobcats ever since. 

Dimmitt High School has pro-
duced some exceptional football 
teams through the years, but no 
Bobcat team has ever advanced 
past the regional finals. 

DHS fielded its first team in 
1929, and lost its first game to 
Turkey, 0-28. But the next week 
the school recorded its first football 
victory by downing Muleshoe, 12-
7. 

That first team later defeated 
Tulia 6-0, but lost the rest of its 
games - to Farwell, Lockney, 
Farwell, Tulia and Muleshoe, al-
though the scores of those losses 
weren't publicly reported. 

Starters on that first football 
team were Ed Bills, Spurgeon 
Webb, Winifred Fuller and Elbert 
Newton in the backfield, Greer 
Estes and Thelbert Newton at ends, 
Gaston Jackson and Glenn Maples 
at tackles, Marvin Rocky and Don 
Malone at guards, and Truett 
Boothe at center. 

In 1934, the News printed a Page 
1 story that said DHS would field a 
football team for the first time "in 
several years," but no game results 
were ever reported. 

In 1935, DHS played a full 10-
game schedule and went 4-5 in its 
first nine games. The result of the 
final game of the season, against 
Claude, wasn't recorded. 

First District Title 
1943 was a banner year for Bob-

cat football. That year, Supt. John 
Blaine-a former player at West 
Texas State-was "conscripted" by 
the school board to coach the team. 
He introduced the T formation, 
installed senior Bill Birdwell as the 
Texas Panhandle's first T-forma-
tion quarterback, and the Bobcats 
won the school's first district 
championship in football. 

Other starters on that team were 
Raymond Mobley at right halfback, 
Troy Stewart at left halfback, John 
Curtis at fullback, Kenneth Jackson 
at left end, Jim Dyer at left tackle, 
Bill Gladman at left guard, J. A. 
Bagwell at center, Marvin Cryer at 
right guard, Ray Aldridge at right 
tackle and Glenn Godfrey at right 
end. 

After a 7-14 loss to Olton in their 
first game, the 1943 Bobcats held 
the rest of their opponents score-
less, defeating Lockney 32-0, Du-
mas 24-0, Friona 13-0, Tulia 19-0 
and Hereford 45-0 for the district 
title. The team lost to the powerful 
Phillips Blackhawks in the bi -
district championship game. 

J. 0. Seale, vocational ag teach-
er, did double duty as football 
coach in 1944, and when World 
War II ended in 1945, Velton Sor-
gee was hired as head coach and 
athletic director. After records of 4-
6 in 1945 and '46, Sorgee's 1947 
team posted a 9-1 record, losing 
only to Tulia, to finish second in 
district. The Bobcats were district 
runners-up again in '48 with an 8-2 
record. Quarterback Lonnie Rice, 
halfback Jack Ziegler, linebacker 
Junior Fuller and guard Jack Miller 
were all-district players on that 
team. 

Sorgee was succeeded by Jess 
Wright Jr. in 1948. That year's 
Bobcats climbed to the No. 1 rank-
ing in the region, only to be toppled 
by Hale Center by a margin of two 
first downs, and finished as district 
runners-up. 

John Blaine resigned as superin-
tendent in 1949 to return to full-
time coaching, and built a success-
ful football program that climaxed 
with his teams of 1950 and 1951 
going into the playoffs. 

The 1949 Bobcats posted a 9-1 
record, losing only to Olton to 
finish as district runners-up. 

Bi-District Champs 
The 1950 Bobcats were the first 

DHS football team to win a bi-
district championship and advance 
to the regional finals. They out-
scored their opponents 350-63, in-
cluding five shutouts, and recorded 
the school's record high score in a 
92-6 victory over Springlake. 

The 1950 Bobcats finished their 
regular season with a 7-1-1 record, 
tied with Olton and Sudan for the 
District 3-B title. After winning the 
coin toss, they defeated New Deal 
52-7 in bi-district, then lost to 
Happy, 0-13, in the regional cham-
pionship game. 

The starting lineup on the 1950 
team included Gene Easley, Jack  

Dyer, Glenn Brown, Weldon War-
ren, Douglas Dennis and Jack 
Hodges in the backfield and Jimmy 
Cluck, Jim Jowell, Donald Wright, 
Bill Murphy, Marvin Axe, David 
Behrends, Don Nelson and Bill 
Gregory in the line. Easley was the 
region's high scorer and earned all-
regional honors along with Mur-
phy, Jowell and Behrcnds. 

Best Season 
The 1951 Bobcats posted a rec-

ord that's still the best in DHS's 
football history. They went unde-
feated all the way to the Region I-A 
championship game, where they 
lost to Abernathy by a point. 

That team outscored its op-
ponents 382-65 during the nine-
game regular season, then defeated 
Canadian 25-6 for the bi-district 
title before suffering a disputed 20-
19 loss to Abernathy in the regional 
championship game. 

Halfback Glenn Brown was the 
region's high scorer and was named 
to the all-regional team along with 
quarterback Douglas Dennis, tackle 
Marvin Axe and end Bill Gregory. 
Other team members were Weldon 
Warren (all-district halfback), Roy 
Murphy (all-district center), Milton 
Bagwell (all-district guard), Jack 
Hodges, Bill Hunter, Glenn Lust, 
Jimmie Howell, Wesley Smith, 
Donald Wright, James Dobbs, 
Elmo Blackwell, Paul Stanford, 
Don Ziegler, John Gilbreath, Bob-
by Jones, Franklin Brown, Maxie 
Warren, Wayne Smithson and Edg-
ar Dennis. 

The team manager for both the 
1950 and 1951 Bobcats was Jack 
Copeland, who went on to become 
the trainer for the Hardin-Simmons 
Cowboys, the Ohio State Buckeyes 
and the New York Titans, forerun-
ners of the Jets. 

After a 3-7 season in 1953, the 
Bobcats won the district champion-
ship in 1954 under Coach Leo 
Fields, losing to McLean, 49-13, in 
bi-district. 

The 1955 and '56 teams both 
went 5-5, then Coach J. D. Coving-
ton guided the Bobcats to district 
titles in 1957, '58 and '60. The 

Two third place finishes-one by 
an individual and the other by a 
team - are the highlight of the 
Dimmitt Bobbies cross country his-
tory. 

The Bobbies have advanced to 
the Class AAA state meet as a team 
since 1988-89, and this year (1990-
91) they managed to pull out a third 
place team finish. 

The year before (1989-90), Dim-
mitt's Halley Bradley had finished 
third overall with a time of 12:20, 
the best of any Dimmitt runner. 

Renea Harman started the state 
qualifying string off when she com-
peted at the meet as an individual 
in 1987-88. She finished 12th over-
all with a time of 13:18. Harman 
competed on each of the state-
qualifying teams between 1988-91.  

1957 team tied Lockney 13-13 in 
bi-district, but lost on first downs 
and finished with a 9-1-1 mark. 

The Coffey Years 
Covington's district champion-

ship teams of '58 and '60 featured 
the school's first black athlete, Ju-
nior Coffey, who was to go on to 
become an all - American at the 
University of Washington and play 
for the Green Bay Packers and 
Atlanta Falcons. 

The 1957 district championship 
team's members were Carlos 
Barnes, Truman Touchstone, Keith 
Lowe, Jimmy Curtis, James Col-
lins, Zay Gilbreath, Jerry Hyatt, 
Norman Nelson, David Bradley, 
Marion Oakley, Boyce Tate, Jimmy 
Tate, Cary Johnson, Mike Bailey, 
Houston Frye, Quinfred Oakley, 
Coyce Wilkinson, George Frye, 
Berle Hyatt, Leon Gunn, Jack Ra-
gland, Gordon Thanisch, Jerry 
Cluck, Hal Ratcliff, Jerry McGow-
an and Gary Cleaver. 

The 1958 district champions 
posted an 8-2 record, then lost to 
Abernathy, 20 - 26, in bi - district 
The roster included Coffey, James 
Collins, Carlos Barnes, Stanley 
Nelson, Ben Holcomb, Mike Bai-
ley, Norman Nelson, Myles Sadler, 
Jerry Hyatt, Jimmy Slough, Gordon 
Thanisch, James Ragland, Jimmy 
Curtis, Don Warren, Jerry Black-
well, Hal Ratcliff and Romero Gar-
cia. 

The 1959 team compiled an 8-2 
record also but didn't get to go into 
the playoffs, losing to Tulia 14-16 
and to Canyon 12-14 in their final 
two games. 

The 1960 champions finished the 
regular season with a 7-3 mark, 
then lost to Olton, 12-15, in bi-
district. 

Members of the 1960 squad were 
Coffey, James Cowell, Donnie Nel-
son, Kelton Cates, Stanley Nelson, 
Roy Battles, Darless Goolsby, 
Gene Bradley, Howard Cummings, 
Mike Burkett, Jimmy DiCuffa, Jim- 

In 1988-89, the team finished 
eighth overall and Harman paced 
them with a 27th place showing. 
Other team members included 
Heather Moore, Christina Velas-
quez, Beatrice Ramos, Becky Rod-
riguez, Sydelle McDonald and Kim 
Spring. 

Bradley's third place finish in 
1989-90 was the best on that year's 
team, which included Harman, 
Christina Velasquez, Rosie Enri-
guez, Becky Rodriguez, Monica 
Garcia and Beatrice Ramos. 

Bradley again paced the Bobbies 
at the 1990-91 meet, recording an 
11th place finish in a time of 12:37. 
Team members were Renee Garcia, 
Selma Montalvo, Bradley, Monica 
Garcia, Amanda Flores, Angelica 
Garcia and Harman.  

my Chavers, Mike Chaney, Mi-
chael Calvert, Dwight Cathy, Jim-
my Barber, Mike Goodwin, Ken-
neth Odom, Stanton Calvert, Leroy 
O'Briant, Wayne Meachum, James 
Powell, Aaron Hutto, Charley 
Flores, Glenn Boozer, Jim Ratcliff, 
Harold Golden and Jim Cowsert. 

On the Wane 
DHS football waned for several 

years after that as the Bobcats 
posted records of 5-5 in '61, 4-6 in 
'62, 2-7-1 in '63, 1-7-2 in '64, and 
1-9 in '65. 

Coach Brown L. Smith brought 
the Bobcats back to prominence in 
the late '60s, posting marks of 5-4-
1 in '66, 6-3-1 in '67, 8-2 in '68 
and 7-3 in '69 and '70. But none of 
these teams, as exciting as they 
were, could crack the playoffs. 

After Smith's '71 and '72 teams 
both finished with 3 - 7 records, 
Deane Wright led the Bobcats to a 
6-4 mark in 1973. 

Best Team Not To 
In 1974, Wright led a fabulous 

Bobcat Wishbone-T team to a 9-0  

mark before disaster struck. After 
mowing down nine opponents by 
an aggregate score of 274-50, the 
'74 Bobcats saw their dream of an 
undefeated season shattered in a 
14-28 loss to Olton in the district 
championship game, with star run-
ningback Robert Mayberry hobbled 
by a sprained knee. 

It was one of the most exciting 
teams ever to wear the purple and 
white of DHS, and probably the 
best team Dimmitt ever had stay 
home from the playoffs. 

Team members were Brad San-
ders, Travis Hampton, Robert May-
berry, Gene Veals, Cliff Parker, 
Robert Horton, Lance Loudder, 
Dusty Dobbs, Rick Wright, Shan-
non Truelock, Larry Duke, Harold 
Love, Randy Porter, Robert Cal-
houn, Kenny Smith, Larry Robb, 
Ronnie Lawson, Kyle Touchstone, 
Thompson Mayberry, Leon Sando-
val, Keith Goldsmith, Mark Welch, 
Greg Burks and Mark Cluck. 

Three players on that '74 team-
Robert Mayberry, Gene Veals and 
Rick Wright - went on to play 
college football. 

In 1975, the Bobcats finished 4-6 
under Bobby King. 

Last Playoff Year 
The last trek into the playoffs 

First Ever are the words en-
graved on the one and only gold 
basketball in the Hart High School 
trophy case, and that trophy, which 
is for the district championship, 
belongs to the 1983 Lady Horns. 

The Lady Horns of 1983 were 
the most successful basketball team 
in the history of the Hart schools. 

They won district, then played 
Plains in the bi-district round, but 
they lost that game by four points. 

The team finished the season 
with a 21-5 record and four girls 
made the all-district team while 
their coach, Ken Hoskins, was 
coach of the year. The all-district 
players included Linda Washing- 

came in 1976, when Bruce Bush 
guided the Bobcats to a 6 - 2 - 2 
record and the district champion-
ship. That team lost to Floydada, 8-
29, in bi-district. 

Offensive and defensive starters 
on the '76 district championship 
team were Lane Loudder, Donnie 
Carpenter, David Malone, Joe Ale-
man, Kevin Hucks, Reggie Wash-
ington, Larry Bossett, Dennis 
Veals, Jody Minnick, Louis Perez, 
Brad DuLancy, Scott Armstrong, 
Jim Wright, Ricky Hunter, Steve 
Anthony, Gary Nutt, Eddie Chav-
ers, Tommy Kenworthy, Thompson 
Mayberry and Tony Washington. 

Under Coach Jerry Vance, the 
Bobcats finished 5-5 in '77 and 4-6 
in '78. Under Coach Wayne Gar-
ner, DHS posted marks of 3-7 in 
'79 and 2-8 in '80, then the Bobcats 
went 3-7 under Coach Mike Major. 

The 1982 team, coached by Gene 
Griffin, finished in a second-place 
tie, and Griffin's 1983 Bobcats 
finished 4-6. Under the four-year 
tenure of Coach Clifford Smith, 
DHS posted records of 6-4 in '84, 
5-4-1 in '85, 2-7-1 in '86 and 2-8 in 
'87. 

Coach Army Salinas guided the 
Bobcats to a second-place tie with a 
7-2-1 record in 1988 and posted a 
5 - 4 - 1 mark in '89 and a 7 - 3 
showing in '90. 

ton, who also received "Most Va-
luable Player" honors in district; 
Robin Bowden, Grace Bonsai and 
Melissa Khmer]. 

Other team members included, 
Neomi Ponce, Nena Castillo, Linda 
Washington, Susie Reyna, Diane 
Montiel, Lori Sarabia, Robin Bow-
den, and Sheryl McLain. 

To date, this is the only district 
title won by a Hart basketball team 
--boys or girls. 

THE BEST D.H.S. FOOTBALL record was com-
piled by the 1951-52 Bobcat team, which went 
undefeated to the Region I-A finals, where they 
suffered a disputed 19-20 loss to Abernathy. In 
FRONT ROW, from left, are Bill Gregory, Marvin 
Axe, Milton Bagwell, Roy Murphy, James Dobbs, 
Donald Wright and, Wesley Smith. MIDDLE 
ROW, from left: Assistant Coach Aubrey Lester, 

Glenn Lust, Douglas Dennis, Jack Hodges, Don 
Ziegler, John Gilbreath, Jimmie Howell, Weldon 
Warren, Glenn Brown, Bill Hunter and Coach 
John Blaine. BACK ROW, from left: Manager 
Jack Copeland, Maxie Warren, Franklin Brown, 
Edgar Dennis, Wayne Smithson, Bobby Jones, 
Elmo Blackwell and Paul Stanford. 

1983 Lady Horns capture 
Hart's only district title 



QUARTERBACK SNACK — Sundown 
quarterback Rocky Winn spent most of the 1983 
zone playoff game trying to avoid a hungry Na-
zareth defense. Swifts (from left) Frank Wortham, 
Billy Huseman and Francis Kern deflect a pass, 

then move in for the kill. The 1983-84 team finished 
the season with a 10-2 record and made it to the 
regional playoffs before being eliminated from the 
state title chase by Knox City. 	 File Photo 

In 1983-84 season  

Swifts football team 
qualified for regional 
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We're wishing Dimmitt and 
Castro County a 

Happy 100th Anniversary! 

Bryant's Sales & Service 
210 W. Bedford 647-3149 

We Get The 
Job Done Oak 

Life seemed simpler 
in the old days 

P 

Today, things aren't very easy for the farmer. Produc-
tion costs are up—prices for your products are down. 
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HIGHEST STEP EVER — Hart Longhorn co-
captains Gary Jackson and Bryan Irons (45) hoist 
the first regional championship trophy ever won by 
a Castro County team. The Horns beat Memphis, 

14-12, in 1976, to win the Region 1-A champion-
ship, but fell to Segraves in the state quarterfinals, 
6-26. 	 File Photo 
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First Dimmitt football 
team is fielded in 1929 

A group of determined boys 
rushed, passed and tackled their 
way to Nazareth High School's 
first - ever playoff berth in the 
school's 11-man history during the 
1983-84 season. 

That team, coached by Ken Cole 
started a three-year run In which 
the Swifts made it into the state 
playoffs, and that crew was the 
most successful team in the 
school's history. 

After earning the playoff berth, 
the 1983-84 Swifts won a 2-A 
North Zone Playoff against Sun-
down (33-14), then upset perennial 
playoff contender, Wheeler, by a 
20-14 count in the bi-district round. 
Next up for the "Cinderella" Swifts 
was the regional round and Knox 
City, but that's as far as the Swifts 
would go in the playoffs, losing 20-
6. 

But that team still holds the 
record for the most success by a 
Nazareth team. 

Prior to the Knox City game, the 
Swifts had shut out five opponents 
and gave up an average of 5.3 
points per game. They finished the 
year with a 10-2. 

Francis Kern earned all - state 
second team honors for his work on 
the defensive line that year. 

In 1984-85, the Swifts operated 
under a new head coach, Rex Min-
shew, and they breezed through the 
10-game regular season scheduled 
with an unblemished record to win 
the district tide, then won the zone 
championship by a penetration. 

The Swifts tangled with White-
face in the zone championship and 
after four full quarters, the teams 
had battled to a 20-20 tie. Nazareth  

advanced to the bi-disitrict round 
by one 20-yard penetration. 

Wheeler got revenge for the 
1983-84 season defeat at the hands 
of the Swifts by beating Nazareth 
in the bi-district round in 1984-85, 
25-0, ending the Swifts season with 
a 10-1-1 record. 

"Our toughest games during the 
year were probably Valley and 
Whiteface — and of course, 
Wheeler," Minshew said after the 
bi-district clash. "I felt all along 
that we could make it into the 
playoffs, but I didn't know we 
would go undefeated during the 
regular season." 

From the 1984-85 team, Chris 
Gerber was one of two players 
from a Class A school that was 
named to the 53-player 1984 All-
Texas Super Team's defensive 
backfield. 

The next year Nazareth also got 
past district and into the zone play-
off, but that was as far as th 1985-
86 team would go. They lost to 
Amherst 22-13 in the zone playoff 
matchup to finish with a 9-2 season 
record. 

The Swifts didn't make it to the 
playoffs again until 1990-91, but 
one team between the years de-
serves a lot of credit—the Swifts of 
1987-88. 

That team finished the year with 
an 8-1-1 record and just barely 
missed snaring the second playoff 
berth from their district. The Swifts 
breezed through their pre-district 
without a loss, but lost to Vega in 
district, the team that won the dis-
trict championship. That was the 
Swifts only loss of the season. 

The second playoff spot wasn't  

decided until the last. game of the 
regular season, when Nazareth 
traveled to Happy. 

After a hard-fought battle, the 
teams had battled to a 16-16 tie, but 
Happy had advanced inside Na-
zareth's 20-yard line one too many 
times and was given the playoff 
nod by a penetration. 

"The guys did an excellent job 
all year long," Minshew said fol-
lowing the Happy loss. "There wer-
en't many people around who 
thought we'd finish the season at 8-
1-1. We didn't have a lot of great 
talent, but the kids played well 
together. I couldn't have asked for 
a better group of kids (to work 
with)." 

Three Swifts from the 1987-88 
team earned all-state honors includ-
ing quarterback Chris Schmucker, 
first team; wide receiver Heath 
Schulte, first team; and wide re-
ceiver Brad Hocking, second team. 

The Swifts finally got back into 
the playoff hunt in 1990-91 when 
they closed out the regular season 
with a 7-3 record and finished 
second in their district behind state-
ranked Farwell. Rick Price was the 
head coach. 

The Swifts took on Wheeler in 
bi - district, but were eliminated 
from the playoffs when the Mus-
tangs won 21-6. 

The first team ever to take to a 
football field wearing Dimmitt 
High School uniforms, was fielded 
in 1929. 

The team practiced at the athletic 
field west of the high school build-
ing under the guidance of Coach Lo 
ter. 

Since it was the first year for 
Dimmitt to field a high school 
football team, officials "encoun-
tered some difficulty in mustering 
sufficient material for a strong 
squad. This was not the lack of 
material, but rather a reluctancy on 
the part of the boys in venturing 
into the sport" because it was new. 

Principal Roberts and Coach Lo-
ter urged that all students interested 
should report to all meetings and 
after enduring "exhaustive teaching 
and practices," they would soon 
know the intricacies of the game. 

The first-year schedule follows: 
SEPT. 13: Dimmitt at Tulia. 
SEPT. 20: Turkey at Dimmitt 
SEPT. 27: Muleshoe at Dimmitt. 
OCT. 4: Farwell at Dimmitt. 
OCT. 11: Anton at Dimmitt 
OCT. 18: Tulia at Dimmitt. 
OCT. 25: Dimmitt at Amherst. 
NOV. 1: Dimmitt at Turkey. 
NOV. 8: Dimmitt at Muleshoe. 
NOV. 15: Amherst at Dimmitt. 
NOV. 22: Dimmitt at Farwell. 

The following is a list of the 
squad as selected at the initial 1929 
practice and organization meeting: 
Pat Hardy, Junior Rothwell, Bill 
Webb, Marvin Rockey, Don Mal-
one, Ottie Malone, Jack Crump, 
Clyde Tisdale, Young Cooper, Jack 

HART 

Parker, Glenn Maples, Elbert New- Heavy Newton, Edwin Holland, 
ton, Thelbert Bills, Winfred Fuller, James Booth ad Greer Estes. 

Best Record of the Century, 
FOOTBALL 

1976 Hart Longhorns 
State Quarterfinalists 
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We're proud 
to be 
serving 
you . . . 

Commissioners' Court 
SEATED: County Judge Polly Simpson, Commissioner Harold Smith, Precinct 1. 
STANDING, from left: Commissioners Jeff Robertson, Precinct 3; Vincent Guggemos, 
Precinct 4; Dale Winders, Precinct 2. 

County Department Heads 
FRONT ROW, from left: Tax Assessor-Collector Billy Hackleman, County/District 
Attorney Jimmy Davis, Constable James Dobbs, Sheriff Lonny Rhynes. BACK ROW, 
from left: Auditor Shirley Brockman, Treasurer Oleta Raper, County/District Clerk Joy 
Jones. 

during our 
county's 
Centennial 
year! 

THE ELECTED OFFICIALS OF 

CASTRO COUNTY 



Laki0AijiMMAIRINNe 

WHOA MULE—Edgar Dennis draws his mule 	brown mule is Ruth, and the gray mule is Rascal. 
team and spring wagon to a halt near Dimmitt. The 	 Photo by Kathleen Latham 

Dimmitt native keeps western heritage alive 
with early-day transportation, gun collection 

LITTLE GREEN TRACTORS—Paul Brooks stands beside his John 
Deere tractor collection. The replicas are made from tin and cast 
aluminum. 	 Courtesy photo 

SAVA AND FRIEND—Bill Sava and his "friend," Fival, who Sava 
uses in his patriotic programs, proudly display his grandfather's 
citizenship papers, which serve as a constant reminder of his heritage 
and the opportunities America has provided 	Photo by Freda McVay 
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Hart farmer's collections include 
`magical' lamps, minature tractors 

By KATHLEEN LATHAM 

When someone first says Alad- 
din lamps, it might conjure images 
of magic genies and flying carpets. 

However, to collector Paul 
Brooks, Aladdin Lamps is the name 
of a company that has manufac-
tured oil-burning lamps for almost 
70 years. 

Brooks is a collector - from 
Aladdin Lamps to peddle tractors, 
from promotional mirrors and wall 
clocks to toy tractors. 

Brooks, a Hart resident, has 
more than 60 Aladdin lamps in his 
antique oil-burning lamp collection. 

The oldest lamp in Brooks' col-
lection was made between 1922 
and 1928, and it is one of the first 
Aladdin lamps. Each design was 
produced in limited, numbered 
quantities, so it is easy to know 
which year a lamp was made in, 

Dimmitt Postmaster Bill Sava 
believes he has been in the right place 
at the right time— and Dimmitt is 
that "right place." 

Sava, a third-generation Italian 
American, has earned the reputation 
of having "the right stuff' for this 
right place, with his patriotic 
presentations and community 
activities in the last few years. 

His performing career didn't begin 
until he was 42 years old, he said, and 
his daughter wanted him to be in a 
school production. 

"I found out that there's a lot of 
ham hiding behind this postmaster," 
Sava said with a laugh. 

Animated and personable, Sava 
punctuates mostof his comments with 
spontaneous laughter that leaves a 
listener with the feeling he doesn't 
take himself too seriously, but that he 
loves every minute of what he does. 

After his "debut" in his daugher's 
play, Sava started participating in the 
Lions Club follies for Harvest Days. 

"I discovered I 	making a fool 
of myself," he admitted, as his eyes 
twinkled above a neatly trimmed 
salt-and-pepper beard. 

From the follies Sava established 
the Harvest Days Players, to pre-
sent the story of Dimmitt and Cas-
tro County in the form of a play. 
He naturally sought long-time Dim-
mitt resident "Goose" Ramey to get 
some of his stories from the early 
days. 

"Goose told me it didn't matter if 
the stories were completely true," 
Sava said. 

"There's nobody left who knows 
the truth but me," Goose told the 
postmaster. "If we get it wrong, 
there's nobody to dispute it" 

So Sava wrote his lint play, "The 
Life and Times of Mr. Goose." He 
and 26 other Dimmitt area residents 
began rehearsing the play after Sava 
"doctored it up" with some singing 
and dancing. 

Ramey, whose health was failing, 
was invited to the Methodist Church, 
where the group had been practicing, 
to the final dress rehearsal. After the 
rehearsal, everyone was eager to hear 
Ramey's reaction to the play. 

Brooks said. 
"Scarcity more than age deter-

mines the value of anything you 
collect," Brooks said. 

"That one sold for $5.45 in a 
1934 catalogue, while now it could 
sell for anywhere from $100 to 
$1,500," Brooks explained. 

The Aladdin Lamp factory is still 
in operation and does a big busi-
ness in Central America where 
electricity has not reached the more 
remote regions and power outages 
are frequent. The light from one 
lamp gives off the same amount of 
light as a 60-watt bulb, according 
to Brooks. 

Brooks may be better known for 
his collection of peddle tractors 
than for any of his other collec-
tions. His collection includes more 
than 100 of the tractors children 
used to peddle down driveways and 
dirt roads in imitation of the real 

"The play was fine," Ramey told 
them. "But I didn't know me and 
Mrs. Ramey was so talented." 

"Goose" Ramey died prior to the 
first performance in Dimmitt, but 
the group continued to do the Castro 
County historical play, and "took it 
on the road," Sava said. 

They did the play in the foyer prior 
to a performance of "Texas" at Palo 
Duro Canyon, and at the Goodnight 
birthday party at the Panhandle-Plains 
Museum, as well as for the Texas 
Wagon Train when it came through 
Dimmitt. 

Sava said the cast finally said, 
"We will never do this again!" 

Undaunted, Sava continued to 
write short skits, and said he had 
begun to think about "some of the 
things that seemed to be going wrong  

thing. 
Made from tin and cast alumin-

um, the peddle tractors resemble 
the original working tractors. The 
oldest in Brooks' collection was 
made in 1947. 

Brooks also has several trailers 
that children could attach to their 
tractors to pull behind. A child 
lucky enough to have one of these 
tractor - trailer sets might have 
pulled the same things other chil-
dren pulled in their little red wa-
gons: their dog or a little brother or 
sister, or even the groceries. 

The collection consists of repli-
cas from many tractor manufactu-
rers including Farmall, Moline, 
Massey - Harris, Allis - Chalmers, 
Oliver, International Harvester and 
John Deere. 

"Most all of the clocks are 
related to farming," Brooks said. 

Manufacturers' names advertised 
on the face of the clocks range 
from Amalie Motor Oil to Pep-
pard's Hybrid Seed to Aermotor 
Windmills. All of the clocks are 
electric, and some have neon lights. 

"I rebuild them myself, and I've 
never failed to make one run," 
Brooks said. 

The oldest clock in his collection 
is about 50 years old. The oldest of 
his many toy tractors is about the 
same age. 

Brooks calls them "little" tractors 
to differentiate the toy tractors from 
his collection of peddle tractors. 

"These are not really toys. 
They're 1/16 - scale models that 
salesmen could have carried with 
them to show their wares," Brooks 
said. 

Raised in Lamesa, Brooks and 
his wife Irene have lived in Hart for 
42 years. He farms about 4,000 
acres in Castro and Lamb counties. 

"I work on the collections during 
the evenings," Brooks said, "repair-
ing and rebuilding the little tractors 
and the wall clocks." 

in America," and how things had 
changed since his grandfather had 
come to this country as a stowaway 
on a boat from Italy. 
Sava's oldest son had been accepted 

to the Air Force Academy, and Sava 
reflected on the changes that had 
occurred in his own family in just 
four generations. 

The grandfather had been caught 
hunting on private property in Italy 
before the turn of the Century, and 
stowed away on a boat to escape jail. 
When he arrived in New York City 
he couldn't speak English or write 
his own name. Sava's father had to 
learn English to be able to start to 
school, but was so self- conscious 
about the way he talked, that he was 
reluctant to speak in front of people. 

The family had moved Texas 

By KATHLEEN LATHAM 
Two mules pull the "spring wagon" 
away from the barn, the shiny 
apppointments on their harnesses 
reflect, the sun's rays. The lone 
driver, with cowboy hat pulled low 
to shade his eyes from the glare, 
directs the mules with soft-spoken 
voice commands as well as the 
reins. 

Is it the 1800s? Is this the open-
ing of a western movie? No, it is 
Dimmitt rancher Edgar Dennis 
ready for another wagon train. 

Dennis and his team may be seen 
around the country from the Fourth 
of July Celebration in Muleshoe to 
Abilene's Ranch Rodeo to the 
Cheyenne Frontier Days. 

Dennis, a Dimmitt native, be-
lieves in keeping his western heri-
tage alive. As well as riding and 
showing his mules and antique 
spring wagon, Dennis' interests in-
clude his herd of registered short-
horn cattle and a museum-quality 

because of the grandmother's health, 
and Sava went to school in Texark-
ana, and speaks with no trace of an 
accent. 

Sava says he really began to think 
about this country, and his family's 
opportunity to go from a grandfather 
who couldn't sign his own name to a 
son graduating from the Air Force 
Academy. 

He took his own family story and 
combined the narrative with the 
singing of "God Bless America," 
"America the Beautiful," and "God 
Bless the USA." 

Once again, Sava said, it's a matter 
of being in the right place at the right 
time. He was scheduled to do his 
patriotic program for the first time 
for the Dimmitt Lions Club, and it 
happened to be the same day that the 
Supreme Court had ruled on the flag-
burning issue. 

"I ended up getting a standing 
ovation—from my friends!" 

As word was spreading about 
Sava's performance that night, 
operation Desert Shield started, and 
Sava found himself in demand 
throughout the area. 

"I've done it 35 or 40 times now," 
Sava said, "for all kinds of groups in 
Hereford, Nazareth, Hart, Tulia, 
Plainview, Friona, Easter and 
Dimmitt." He is scheduled to do the 
program for the Oklahoma Division 
of the officers of the U.S. Post Office 
Aug. 25 in Oklahoma City. 

Sava has added some to the original 
program, including a paraphrased 
passage from the Air Force Contrails 
that says, in effect, "war is an ugly 
thing, but the ugliest thing is the 
apathy that says nothing is worth 
fighting for." 

Sava has had other experiences 
connected with his latent talents, 
including a statewide song 
competition to commemorate the 
Battleship Texas. 

Avie Lewis, music teacher at the 
Middle School who "writes the notes 
down for my music," encouraged 
Sava to enter the contest, so he wrote 
a song called "Raise a Flag High in 
the Bright Texas Sky." 
Out of several dozen entries, Sava's  

gun collection. 
Dennis, the youngest of three 

children, was born on his parents' 
ranch in 1937. The herd of regis-
tered shorthorn cattle are descen-
dants of the herd Dennis' grand-
father had brought to Texas from 
the British Isles in 1894. Currently 
the herd includes 20 mother cows 
plus calves and bulls. 

"The registration is important," 
Dennis said. "I can trace my herd 
back through the years." 

In college during the mid-50s, 
Dennis became a special whip artist 
featured in the Hardin-Simmons 
Cowboy Band. 

"In 1958, I got to see the world 
when I traveled as the feature whip 
artist in the USO Bob Hope-type 
shows," Dennis said. 

In 1959, Dennis went back to 
Dimmitt to farm and ranch 
equipped with a degree in business 
administration from Hardin - Sim-
mons. 

song was picked in the top 12, and he 
went to Houston for the final 
competition. He was quite surprised 
at the cal ibre of composers who made 
the final cut; but, as usual, was 
unperturbed by the stature of his 
competitors. 

"I didn't win, but I wasn't 
embarassed—or subdued—by the 
'big names' who were there," Sava 
said. 

In spite of his new-found fame, 
Sava is similar to many other Dimmitt 
residents in his participation in 
community activities. He sings in the 
church choir and has coached softball 
and basketball teams, been a Scout 
leader and taught religious classes. 

He also has coached an Odyssey of 
the Mind group for five years, first 
for the 6-8 grade group, and now for 
the high school group. His teams 
have placed no lower than third all 
five years, and won first in the state 
and fourth in the nation his first year 
as coach. 

In addition, he is a member of the 
Centennial Singers and is co-
chairman of this year's Centennial 
Celebration. 

He and his wife, Jacque, attend St. 
Anthony's Catholic Church in 
Hereford. They have four children, 
Debra Bridenbaugh, who teaches in 
Amarillo; Greg, now a 1st Lt. in the 
Air Force, stationed in Rapid City, 
S.D.; scoff, a senior at West Texas 
State University; and Jennifer, a 
senior at Dimmitt High School. 

Sava is quick to sing the praises of 
Dimmitt and its people, pointing out 
how much talent he believes is in the 
area 

"It's all these people who have 
made me look good," he said. "And 
I have a very good time." 

Sava said he ended up in "the right 
place at the right time" by landing in 
a community that has a combination 
of a lot of talent, and not much to do. 

Sava laughed again. 
"There are thousands of people who 

have more talent than I do, who don't 
have the opportunity that I've had—
that's one thing Dimmitt has done for 
me." 

"I started my gun collection 
while I was at Hardin-Simmons," 
Dennis said. "Now, I have over 30 
antique guns in the collection." 

Dennis' gun collection, which is 
kept in a special vault in Hereford, 
includes an 1852 Smith and Wes-
son army officer's pistol. His rifle 
collection ranges from a little boy's 
squirrel gun to a big-bore, big-
calibre buffalo rifle. 

Dennis has two Winchester '73s, 
known as the gun tht won the West, 
and a model 1866, which was the 
first year of production for Winch-
ester. 

A Colt rifle and a Winchester 
pistol are among his favorite guns. 

"Winchester built a few pistols, 
and Colt built a few rifles," Dennis 
said. "Then, they got together and 
agreed not to compete. 

"From then on, Winchester only 
made rifles and Colt only made 
pistols." 

At one point, the two companies 
got along so well together Winch-
ester and Colt made matching rifles 
and pistols. 

"The rifle and the pistol both 
shot the same shell," Dennis said. 
"It was a lot easier if they didn't 
have to carry different ammunition 
for the rifle." 

While Dennis' gun collection has 
never been on official display for 
the public, he said that he would 
not mind putting a few in cases at 
the bank or some other safe place. 

In the meantime, Dennis shows 
his mules and antique spring wagon 
several times a year at rodeos and 
other western celebrations. 

"The difference between a spring 
wagon and a buckboard is that the 
buckboard bed was built solid on 
the carriage and the seat had 
springs while the spring wagon bed 
was on springs and the seat was 
not," Dennis explained. 

Dennis, who has been riding and 
training mules for 15 years, has 
been invited to Cheyenne's Frontier 
Days two years in a row. 

"They have the largest collection 
of authentic horse-drawn vehicles 
in the world," Dennis said, "and 
they invite teams from all over the 
states to join in their three-hour 
parade." 

Dennis rode a mule in the Texas 
Sesquicentennial Wagon Train that 
traveled the 500 miles from Sul-
phur Springs to Fort Worth in 
1986. 

"It can be a hard day," Dennis 
said. "After you feed and water the 
mules, it takes about one hour to 
harness the mules and get hooked 
up to the rig, and approximately 
two hours to make camp at the end 
of the day." 

Every year since the Sesquice-
ntennial wagon train, there have 
been two to three smaller wagon 
trains which are spin-offs of the 
original in '86. Dennis joined one 
of these trains out of Canadian for 
about a week. 

"It's called the J. W. Jines Ride," 
Dennis said. "We met in Canadian 
and rode the Canadian river breaks 
for 140 miles to Perryton." 

The team and wagon can average 
about four miles per hour or about 
20 miles a day, according to Den-
nis. 

"The idea is to keep the team 
moving at a good, steady walk so 
they can go all day," Dennis said. 

Dimmitt postmaster describes town as 'right place' 



CECILIA and RAYMOND ANNEN 
...married in 1930 

We've covered your carpeting 
and furniture needs since 1977, 
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Congratulations, 
Castro County on your 

100th Anniversary! 

We're proud to serve our customers from 
Castro County and wish you the best for the future. 

Call our toll-free number 1-800-749-1329 
and ask for Rick Wilcox. 

Tulia Ford-Mercury 
901 NW 6th, Tulia • 995-3537 
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Early-day entertainment  

Annen remembers 'dancing all night' 
By KATHLEEN LATHAM 

What did they do for entertain-
ment in the early days? 

"There wasn't much, and what 
there was, you had to make!" Na-
zareth resident Raymond Annen 
recalls with a twinkle in his eye. 

Annen and other Castro County 
residents would go to dances, play 
dominoes or, in one instance, chal-
lenge the prize fighter in a traveling 
show. 

"We danced all over this Ca-
prock," Annen said. "We would 
pile into the wagon, going to differ-
ent farms for the dances." 

Annen's brother-in-law, Daniel 
Fehr, was one of the fiddlers. 

Most houses were pretty small -
just three or four rooms. So, they 
would clean out one room for danc-
ing and use the kitchen to keep the 
babies warm, Annen said. 

"And you had to be able to dance 
all night, because there was no 
place to sleep and it was too far to 
drive home," Annen added. 

The early dances were for square 
dancing which did not take up as 
much space as "round" dancing, 
according to Annen. 

"In fact, with so many trying to 
dance in a small place, sometimes 
we had to draw numbers," Annen 
explained. "Odd numbers would 
dance one dance, and even num-
bers, the next." 

Not all the "dancing places" 
were furnished and small. There 
was an empty house on a farm near 
Hart they were allowed to use for 
the dances. 

"All we had to do was just make 
sure to close the doors and win-
dows before we left," Annen said. 

"Uncle Bill" Todd's ranch on the 
Swisher County line was also used 
for big dances. 

"'Uncle Bill' built a big two-
story house and a big barn," Annen 
said. "They accidentally built the 
barn in Swisher. So, those dances 
were really held in Swisher Coun- 

By KATHLEEN LATHAM 

Thirty-three years is not a long 
time as history goes, but to Ira 
McLain, it made a family once and 
forever "newcomers," Marguerite 
Bennett McLain recalls, laughingly. 

Ira came to Castro County with 
his family, the J. C. McLains, in 
1904. The G. R. Bennett family 
came to Hart from Floyd County in 
1937. Therefore, the Bennetts 
would always be "newcomers" to 
Ira 

Could you still be a "newcomer" 
after almost 50 years? It sounds 
like Ira would probably have said 
so just to tease his daughter-in-law. 

Marguerite's husband Laurence 
was born in Castro County only 
seven miles from the Lamb County 
line. The grandson of early settlers 
John and Daisy McLain, Laurence 
played the violin at dances. That's 
where Marguerite and Laurence 
met., despite the fact that her father 
G. R. did not believe in dancing. 

Marguerite has tvritten about the 
early days and has a great admira-
tion for the people from that time.  

ty• 
The Todd barn was a large struc-

ture with a strong second floor 
which "Uncle Bill" would let them 
use for dances before he became 
worried about cigarettes and fire. 

Cecilia Husman attended the last 
dance that was held at Todd's 
ranch. She had come with an older 
couple who suggested that Annen 
take her home since it was more on 
his way. 

"We had known each other be-
fore, but, from then on, we were a 
couple," Annen said. 

Annen said every Thanksgiving 
they would go to Arney and play 
dominoes "until they couldn't see." 

"We had contests, and gave out 
prizes to the winners - something 
that would please the ladies like 
candy or flowers," Annen said. 

People used the Fourth of July 
celebration in Dimmitt as a chance 
to see all the people they did not 
see the rest of the year. 

"There was always plenty of 
watermelon, and we made lemo-
nade in the stock tank," Annen 
said. "We played the usual games -
horseshoes, sack races, dunking for 
apples." 

"They had a bigger 'toadstool' in 
those days where the German big 
horn players would play with the 
bands on the Fourth of July in the 
late 40s," Annen recalled. "Three of 
them - not in the same year - were 
struck by lightning." 

Other entertainment included 
going swimming in what became 
the Nat Ballroom in Amarillo. 

"They put a floor over the pool 
and made it into a ballroom for 
'round' dancing," Annen said. "In 
the late 20s, we used to go over 
there for the dances." 

Annen said traveling shows pro-
vided some of the entertainment, 
but not very often since they were 
usually just trying to sell some-
thing. 

"One day, a prize fighter came 
through with one of the shows," 

"It's their sacrifices, the kind of 
life they lived and their moral 
character that makes them so ad-
mirable," Marguerite explained. 

Marguerite described life in the 
30s and 40s as centered around the 
home and church. Social life cen-
tered around the church. 

"School centered their activities 
around the homes," Marguerite 
said. "Things started changing 
when they no longer let children 
out of school to help pick the 
cotton." 

Not all changes were for the 
worse, Marguerite said. 

"I got my first pair of long slacks 
in 1940, despite my father's objec-
tions, because it was going to be so 
cold on the trip we were taking," 
Marguerite recalled. "My father 
was on the school board, and we 
were going to Vincennes, Ind., to 
pick up the new school busses." 

Marguerite was graduated from 
Hart High School in 1942, the last 
of the 11th grade seniors. The very 
next year Hart High School had 12 
grades. 

Annen said. 
"If you could last five minutes in 

the ring with him you would win. 
So, Alfred Schecker said he was 
faster than that old boy, and he 
could out run him for long enough 
to win. And he did!" 

Annen, the youngest of 13 chil-
dren, was born in Mansfield in 

"I was 15 years old, and I was 
valedictorian - but there were only 
four in our class," Marguerite said. 

Despite protests that she is not a 
feminist, Marguerite was the first 
woman to serve on a school board 
or a hospital board in the county. 

"My idol was Myrtle Scott, 
whose husband Ily donated the land 
for the city of Hart," Marguerite 
said. "She learned to fly after she 
was 50, and she traveled around the 
world twice. And she admitted to a 
wig and two facelifts." 

Not all changes over the years 
have been for the better, Marguerite 
continued. 

In those years, cowboys and far-
mers only wore their boots for 
work, Laurence said. They would 
wear their nice shoes for dancing. 

"Now, you have to have boots 
and hats to dance," Laurence 
added. 

"I miss Cel Kendrick tipping his 
hat to me," Marguerite said.  

1908. 

"Dad was tired of black mud and 
cotton, so he bought some land in 
Rosco," Annen said. "He went out 
in the field in Rosco, saw the black 
mud and moved the family to Lub-
bock." 

"One day, we got in the model T 
and drove to Dimmitt. Dad looked 

An anonymous Hart resident said 
recently, "In Hart, if you're not a 
McLain or a Bennett, you're not 
anybody." 

If what that one resident said is 
true, Marguerite Bennett McLain 
must truly be a somebody because 
she is both a McLain and a Bennett. 

HART 

it over and bought two sections. 
I'm still living on one of them," 
Annen added. 

It was 100 miles exactly from the 
courthouse in Lubbock to the An-
nen property land, and it took three 
days to drive from Lubbock to 
Dimmitt with the wagons when the 
Annens moved to their land outside 
of Nazareth in 1916. 

"We used buggies and cars to go 
to school in Nazareth until the 1918 
blizzard," Annen said. "The snow 
was knee deep and you could make 
the trip only on horseback." 

The snow lasted a month. During 
that time, Annen and his brothers 
would skin the dead cattle for $20 a 
head. 

"They used cottonseed cakes to 
feed the cattle during the winter, 
but they couldn't get it to them 
through the snow, so a lot of cattle 
starved," Annen said. 

Annen attended school on the 
John Gordon ranch during his last 
years in school. 

In 1920, an Ozark stump mark-
ing the Ozark Trail was raised in 
the middle of the main intersection 
in Dimmitt. In the early 30s, with 
people getting tired of going 
around the stump and because they 
were expecting a highway to be put 
through in the near future, Annen, 
his brother Tom and Goose Ramey 
pulled the stump down and moved 
it to the site of its current location 
on the corner of the courthouse 
square. 

"We roped it and pulled it down 
with an old model T onto a pile of 

1 	 

dirt so it wouldn't break," Annen 
said. "We put up a scaffolding, put 
it in the new hole and watered it 
down so it would settle." 

Cattle buyers would to come to 
Castro County, but the ranchers 
still had to drive the cattle as far as 
Happy to pick up the train in the 
early days. 

"The last time we made that trip, 
we got there early so we wouldn't 
have to wait in line to load the 
cattle," Annen recalled. "The prob-
lem was that Mr. Irlbick knew 
hogs, he didn't know cattle. He 
slapped the back of one of them to 
hurry it out of the corral and stam-
peded the herd all over a section 
and a half." 

Annen, his brother Frank, his 
brother - in - law Daniel Fehr and 
Albert Backus practically rode their 
horses to ground trying to head off 
the cattle. 

"It was one o'clock at night 
before we got them herded up. And 
we still had to shovel sand into the 
cattle cars and load the cattle," 
Annen said. "The next day, we 
headed home pacing the horses." 

Annen has described his settling 
down with Cecilia as "deciding to 
sow wheat in '28 and '29, and 
fooling her in '30!" 

Annen and Cecilia were married 
in 1930. Cecilia Annen was born 
Cecilia Husman in Nazareth in 
1905 and was the first child bap-
tised in the old wooden church. In 
1990, she was honored for being 
the oldest woman born in Castro 
County. 

McLains describe earlier customs 
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STATE HIGHWAY TO 
VEGA TO BE NAMED 
DELEGATES BELIEVE 

PAge .14.1 1,..iheffy with a delegatiOil tram neitiporing 
o'• 	r.siro-nefi 	from Austin where the> presented t to and 
i y-tition 	t;ie, State Highway Commission asking that the road 

`..• • brig from Plainview to Vega he designated as a state highway. 
this rrn:1 !Aads north and south through CaStro county and 
le4-"Rtinnirigwater, Ihnimitt and Hereford. 

Judge Shelly Li highly pleased with the results and is cord'-

: it that -this route will he turned into a state Highway just as 
i9VP us the 11.4.4notnis..iion ran pass on it. It will probably be a few 
month, before the petithm can he passed upon, aceording to Sher- 

due to the tinge number of petitions submitted at the last meet-
tiag; 

• Thliti' higkfla) will mean thousands of dollars to Castro County 
etch 'ear beraue it wilt turn thousands of tourists through our 
(ixtnty, who otherwise might go another route and because sixty 

per vent of to traffic ut the county uses this road. 

=ND WWI BY 
SANTA FE BEING 
MADE THIS WEEK 

A full cuips -of surveyors for tbe'Santa Er Railwaraieppany 
re tie/king !towards DImmitt the first of the week on the sec- 

ind 	krvey for the line which is to -be constructed-between Plain- 

;-- 4 Dimraitt by that company. 
or, ,-.• If•IN Milts rant 

FIRM MAY OPEN 

DIMWIT  OFFICE 

. • 	'. atm.. 	•ing and are 4chedui • NEw ABsTRAcT 
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0 	.04 	/*I 	A gii, 1.4114..• tor 
land essiro.  county. Mr. Scat' 	also 

I 0, 4  . .2, 	• 	... min.,. 	"140 141:111114•011 	
1/41011:11tr M Ae have another abstract •,... 	tete 	.urve. 	
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Slice soon. it present plane materialise. • • 
..t. B. Seal, (otmer county clerk and ab. 

	

I .11.0 ir 	•ti•14111.4 	•I • 	I' II' 	)1  ' 	e , 
is.isctor or Motley county, was here last 

• no 	nine• 
reett looking out a location for an an- 

	

; 	; 	•• t / 	.1.gited 
'Vogt hipster:see and seemed to be highly 
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'ie •ight•uf-wtY conahletIng Snverion Cfr a location but 

VICTORY CROWNS 
BOOSTERS FIGHT 
FOR W.T.C.C. MEET 

(FROM AMARILLO DAILY NEWS) 

(BY STAFF CORRESPONDENTI 

NIINERAL WELLS, May 6.-The 1926 convention of the `.1.-est 
Texas Chamber of Commerce belongs to Amarillo. Abilene n ith-

drew from the contest on the roll call immediately after Amarillo 
had voted. When San .\t'onio's name was called, that city cast ' 

its 339 votes for Amarillo and moved that the election he made • 

unanimous. Resulting in a demonstration that shook Cie muni-
cipal auditorium. This took place just a few minutes before 5:00 
p. tn. The selection of the convention city was made this after-

noon on account of the heavy rain. 
selection of Amarillo as the 1926 convention city was gen- • 

erally conceded, but it was a great fight and the boosteis never 

missed an opportunity to push Amarillo. The Amarilloans arrived 

in the auditorium at 12:30 o'clock and staged demonstrations for 

two hours before the afternoon session began. 
The A.. - - -ton of the coin-sinem cr., v:m. M. McIntosh ail 	 I lit 

is aiLvay. 'lie great reing 	:n- 	Arthur .1. Mooro, 	 .,.r 

vention •vet 	)ear. Tire enramating They st-c.-1 that the rtIO 14. I 	 y 	' 

'Moochers in 	I I .ally grere a,..1 t. • ono. 	r.t.1 	 .• 

today 1.‘”-^ : `1111.1en,ly 1,̀ -;; ;.;•v •!. 1114 	I 0.4104 	mo..1111.1' ar. 1:1111 to in 

1:11-CM‘ht :n: ''r roan,' after ititAtI 	.1,• 	A 	...... ous ailpres, 	Is-' 	,A 1. 

please 	 Gila, on the Danklie el 	•' • .1 

Just brew, - he efternonn se,eine lee- eels made by NI yor (.4 
San Miss 1:a.ty Myr11 Laois, anomie: of Uret. avert-Ice. 
the Old tk- ty Mare Band of 	 Abilene 14 ithdralk 

stool on a 1..4111.3 on tin saaco wavel 	th.,  roll t-all Yin:* Ilex; wit - 4 1' 111 A 
Amarillo !tnnne:a and led a t:emonstre- Guar, secietrtry of the 1121111.1• t. bJn,nel 

/I 	 en rr• r 	 • 	been a..erret4 to ba a little better Wearied with 

developinente here than at that place. 
• '413 • t..^4. 	41.1.11.7.11 1 ,..1 4. irli  ..124. 	• 

Mr. ScLy slated that he was not a bit 

discouraged over the dry weather which 

we ark, having. He hall been on the 

plaine for a number of feta and states 

'that fh.re in no use (or the people hero 

to be alarmed over the situation. He 

still In- :nach fold' In the plains terri- 

.4 • 
Fined V,n Show 

" I . 	• tit! 's :V Em: -The Rev Douala. 
• . 	• .;.• • ,I, 	 •t•'(  in Or 	61. 	John', 

pr,
Matti $1 for 'Oaring a play 

4}, church without a license. 
• -. 210 eli.cle for Admission. 

for Her 

;nu %Son 	11.44.111t40111/1 
. 	. . 	 nr. 

?LEASING HOSTESS 
;Vermin cipr.erte are alwaya rad to 

weleonte r man to this place Of Mr. 
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••• do; 	"a 	hr , •••• 	lee 0,,nty. 

-1141'''',••-• Commie:00e 

• 1.''m'1 fa •iti141 • nod 

MISS KIMBELL IS 

countyonty .1••••millor) 	 ,.ce‘s .04 

J 	-idol%) 1'.11 ,),0 11:1I 	Is?"%'`: 

.'m'••. 	:-.1t14; 	....1.1.11121T 
4, 411 	1100 	 T1.01•n11 	au?  

-;4; 	Ile rid! 
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castia caunit lolls meaner tillia•011- 
40.11 0001%.14  !'L .4 rise,rovi 

s bu, 	,00.1 /10.11 	ow or. 
:AMA .i1.4.4 	,: 	 '011144 giyee 
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tho iroa one 	ovot tiro 10410 gE19 
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• ' It alVl 

. a 43, 	 • :4 	 tent ell.' 
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Girl Talla "ow She Turned Sleuth, 
Finds "Double" and Frees Brother 

don. -Tho Pullman portsie. a negro 

quartette. gave several number,. 

Mile Atkinson Offers Wichita Falls 

Rev WO Atkinson of Wichita Falls. 
formerly of Amarillo, placed Wichita 
Fano In nomination foi the isr con-
vention, After Amarillo has the con-
vention In 1926, ho said he wanted It to 
meet 'at home" again, or In Wichita 

Introdu-non of officers and directors 
was then made by C'oi. C. C. Viable, re-
tiring preselent, after which Mayor 
Charles E. Coombe* of' Abilene placed 
that olty In nomination for 1926. His 
address was 	ennotele In wit, 2110 1.-tor- 

Mined the 	.list liens since 
-A sister's loyalty has saved her brother-from a could lertfri te..” the:. 'Me was tor- the ernivatisioe .1,9, • 

l'ornmerro calling in .1 1riti11:0 wal 
fleet and cast 221 voles tor Itself. The 
wittelmeal of Abilene be Judge R. W 
Haynie, who said that Mayor Coombs. 
had the year Just one ton early, fey like 
a bomb shell into the convention. es he 
Car the city's 214 votes for Anti:Irina 
Br 	gave 25 votes to San Antonio. 

Then came Burkburnett. Brecken. 
ridge. Bronco, Big Spring. Brownwood 
Bellevue, Chillicothe, Crosbyton, Canyon 
Clarendon, Chico. Canadian. Cro 	and 
coleraao for Ant/trine before 	wet 
made. Dublin nit ten of 	 let 
votes for Amarillo, and o 	Zd 
Abilene frffl SRO Antonio. 994 	gar 
22 10 S144 Antoine. Then Pedlar( 
Ete, tie a mi Eastiniht vo,,a1 Sol 1'nnr11V 
villa 	hi-enk an .he 'Inn 0, le 140, 14.41110 
tens for. Sian Antonio. 

FloOo.1.1 went for Amur-dna Foil 
worth vied Its -WI woes, one half lot 

	.10 

MRS. HELEN SAUER/0.1N 8007-MAN WHO SAVED HER BROTHER, I.J10 f•CPPEag tIOH;19, TROD( A LITE tN 

1
PRISON AND CAUSILID THE CON VIC TION OF HARRY HILL( Lowman mown. ON A. CHARGE or mugsza. 

-By HERBERT WALKER 
DETROIT, Mich.?  May 7.--"I believe you are 

innocent and I'll work until I die to set you free." 

. 	. 	.- .4'('' • 	. 	•, ••• -4.. ,• ,), .7.41,10.400041.-iXtki,  ta '.1....hi../ I rtn.,. 43,snig  .. Mart he lanes Nune41.1:44 Welarille 

	

1..ttrough the hands nit Five members of 	Amarillo', imonnatia,' was math' In 

Some. time ]stir, I. got. word that i A.  E• Bov4  ny  riimvi' •••••• 

conscesimaii NI:Irvin l,,,,,,,,,, instead of 
- 

She subjected herself -to extreme danger. 	Chicago. A friend. of mine had a car. 	convention that the one 9.'11:::: 1;:nea.n1" 01' 61;12 4-arh. Herefotil. Hole Centel - 
vaded the haunts of bootleggers and hi-jackere. 

Hill bad 'I brother who ran a garage In i  IlrevassIIF alabrIa-s11' Ho 1.1"11aed  the Arsenal/. end one-half for San Antonia 

11a1 the ornied 1••.• ,,,,,,...., ieebie rola who resembled her 'mother, 	 -IVe diMaged the carburetor and the would ••••• 'he cnearest ever het-I. tie held Henrietta, Minkel', larrvilie. Knox Cita .. 

LI1.4 ..r..1 :. . 4  ri 	Sill' got 'affirlavita and c hotel recto. Igattion and took It to Hills garage for he warroll 'he people n( W.-.t Twit 1.1 1.0eliges-, Lubbock. Littlefield sod La 

1..,, 84Lucrintin.. the erothei. 5 ,s 110011 ' 'Cr ..41101,1111; rha1. Stmerm.h. wagin ICs!- repairs. 	• 	 arts 1“1 Or Wear Texan anti that it wan neeta voted solidly for Amailllo. 	' 

pare win-.J idea 34 menthe of Imprison- i aniderto et the time of tho murder. 	"For weees I w.'tched hie •ga 	neer-every to make a int to A•uadtio 	Heil the towns had then toted. 4 

Mend The ;en . ignelerer. Harty HI11. 	Him ligluced Melvin grown and Ho- thinking -that Harry Hill would come sea the ranhandle r•; seaall of it. 	• brief rest "•351 'Ike!, 311.1 1 '411.11Ta 

to stuAimit • •Ife- t sentente 	 In-:- Noe', "rho ronfeesed Hut they were theta. Nally a bight I piriced in front 	Corigreasniati Jones Eddie) _Staten" for Crosby of Lames% read a 1109111. in !hi 

In thicilee. ..4az, elthernien este eon- . menthe,. of the gang which visited of hie brother's home watching for the "tending an  lavitasiml,  as the  "riven-  meantime It seemed that !something wet 

on havine line .L member. I1( A  gag I ermitn was not in the gang 	 my Weather. 

...,,0„0.1 cleat; [Ion met therm Lii WA, end heal only 	n 
[ores-n'. he !end. Amarillo receiviereon- skipped on the roll rail. Mu!...aot 

	

5u- 	going to happen. Tot% Its V/01'.4. 'tenni Lettere, to 'Ile hare reotiment on a •;1111.11.11: i Dontli-eAal":, house to .1 !Mit !Nat Rau- inriP whose ayrest I believe- 

which had It Wel • Aieg nom!),  meal, a l  •lein  i Harry Fitn,.• 	 I did mauage to learn that Hill often sulerable advertising when he said that Memphis and Midis:id voted car Anus, 
n they Paid. But Po- 	11  the cityr 	would have an afire twilling rine. Mineral W.elle riiil.,4 'ii vote ;fe'lliel ilving nest n;ounstol‘n. Mich. i lice fteuOied. Thos ieellevel lint. to he a canto to,Chicago. By thte tin* I con• 

....•  ••••iiitred tbe, p011ee thit Harry Hill Wait MOO teen high. 1'h L+. lie eeplained -.as 'between the two titles Mummy, Poe I 	Evidence sela•rtted tendril to show! PhilM0211 1.11.1114.1.41.. 	. 
I' nit 	t 	but a reel ehereeter and  possible by the fact that Aare/AID woe env, 

'net Ft gen; v1 s!; 	i.Ponttnowskee :tome i 	-it's, i eritnia•Up and It will corms Out 	
P111/1TVIe.v. Pm..11.CS b. 	1../..111mti 

blyi the real murderer of Dom- mere than 3,840 feet shrive an level, Ranger. Ftalla. Seim Reinitiate an/ 
; on sanooty -:i. .:4::c and Posed 41e 11."4- ..04114 dey.” Seuermar• told hie sailer bre- Pr  -kl 

Bred agent's. (1..0.1104MITIC flln fernier pm- I  r,-- 'seine taken etvd;;  to begin hie life 	
and that •.he sky scraper graced the." at- Sweetwater rote I for 	\ marine 	Mb tarn ' 	 . a 

Her eon. a ,adeln itIVI  :Orr:1'131Th at tide' 	-I first went to Emree, nine here. 
. 	. 

farm, who st-tr.:•44ekl tie shaming' tes• I ,..;!,..h. Is toinwit  5.4 fire liaitcout of boot- eared that gone-ems 'V's !Ito slayer. 	!RN.  401-4 and hi-Ackert," site bile 
Se.1.10rMan Vett% :OM 14:70.1. Hit 01400r :It i 	,..... 

i

.1) rill0C1114; with these characters once et-West A fight to Plpy•I .di''' •11sa" of the imilenvond for- several days, I eerie 

She 	14144•1.1 '. l' 	-,, A> ,.. -NI. • :1.1.4,0  -reek. I /leant the" Hilt sweet. start tits anew,- - 

the par rencentions. lie sail. 
William Calera, re Ha:. .trie.a• d. P.1 I 

win 11/41 21.1.14.....Q. IE.. 	 to 	1:44 
:11000141'4 0,  Telef. 44:1•1 -------------------  :1.4 7 an, 	the • 	 •.7 con 

.41,1 ,t4ollien.it-1,17.11e itia)3/4.,x7nrit iellutriiiii ,.ad /a. ten-o• 

192.5 Buddy Poppy GiK1 

has been nothing short of phenomenal and bears out the often quoted statement that "Castro gets 
only the higher class of citizenship." 

'The showing Castro County has made in ellminis! court records since tts &re:miracle,* in ISt'l 
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The  ,i.121 	MI 1.1 110‘.4. n••2.! 	14, 	-4..4110.411- 	. ••".4 .0 MI)  21  pulling 	
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1.11: p •:•'Y y hte1e rtze4 
very ,11:aft . .t.,;.- Att,i •sy,. 	Is one 

lii.• esen 'is Aye for a Y9,1141' 1.-1 IMO me- 
.seX, Nte. 	 / • 	2.ict lay. 
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;la *.• 	.6):•1 d1 	-• 	 1.49 
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: 1k t1:1.4 	t.10.1.)1- 444 that t 1'4; 

	

pr1/4 %lu.oart , 	!rs Vocally to:coati:4 by 
tei.tiii4 ant cove of !to 14eda, 

Ails is kat ono of Ms tu Jay farmers 

Ihib 	 Min ()agouti. Oakland, of ,Kt:cs 	select...I by *witty who ham ',Arend twjit the War
, 	the Duddy Poppy :the" to h...42 the  wale 	resew 

IWO, ben la of vita tiesyisity f0 tin 
4N 9J.ahtl tairtios, 

heart lived there. After worliing for 

many dam I finally obtained her mane; 
and by pretending that I wail soesair 

roots to rent I talker', to liersa 'few 
tfrnee. But she 'wee sgspiciOus. arid all 

life helurul prison bars. 
She lived the life of the underworld. She in- 231.9's gang before they reacted him. 

duce honor `nowt eel to have Iwo each. ,  t..,,r, • '-' .trit November; env long nerreli Wile . 	 . 
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This is the front page of the oldest copy of the Castro County News known to 
be in existence. Dated May 8, 1925, it was the fifth edition of the paper. This 
copy was found in the wall of a farmhouse being torn down, and was 
saturated with oil or grease, which darkened the paper and made the print 
almost impossible for the reproduction camera to "pick up." The historic 
copy is housed permanently at the Castro County Historical Museum. 
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B.M. Nelson recalls many changes 
By LINDA MAXWELL 

On the day B.M. Nelson was 
born he says his dad went fishing, 
and when his family later moved to 
Rogers, they traveled by covered 
wagon. 

Those are only two of the stories 
he has to tell from a life that has 
had considerable impact on the 
history of Dimmitt and Castro 
County through the 48 years he has 
lived here. 

When I asked him when he was 
born, he said he didn't really know 
what time of day, he couldn't re-
member that far back; so when I 
asked him what day it was, he 
replied, "My Dad caught a fish that 
thy, my mother said. It was Feb. 3, 
1906, in Ferris, Texas, that's just 
southeast of Dallas." 

I asked him how old he was 
when he came to Castro County. 

"I thought you were going to say 
how old was I when I was born," he 
wise - cracked. "How old was I 
when I came to Castro County? I 
was 37, blue eyes and brown hair. 
What else you wanta know? That 
oughta be enough." 

But it's not enough for a man 
who established the reputation of 
The Castro County News, was a 
charter member of the Dimmitt 
Chamber of Commerce, helped es-
tablish a hospital and vegetable 
industry here, led a drive to sell 
memberships so that Dimmitt 
Wheat Growers could obtain a $10 
million loan to build the corn mill, 
and worked to bring the agricultur-
al housing project to Dimmitt. 

B.M. Nelson came to Castro 
County in 1943, "trying to find a 
place to make a living." He already 
had 18 years of experience in the 
printing business, starting with two 
weeks under supervision in Rogers, 
Texas. He also worked at printing 
in Paducah, then published newspa-
pers at Roaring Springs, Amherst 
and Olton, before taking the oppor-
tunity to lease the Castro County 
News from T.A. Singer and Pete 
Whitlow, with an option to buy at 
the end of a year. 

There weren't any paved streets 
in Dimmitt when the Nelsons ar-
rived—B.M. and his wife, Viola, 
and three children, Bascom, Don, 
and Mary. Their arrival represented 
a considerable boost in the popula-
tion of 940. 

The businesses around the court-
house square included a service  

station, the Rawlings Hotel, and 
adjacent to the hotel, a hardware 
store, then a variety store. On the 
north side of the hotel was a drug 
store. Also around the square was a 
small six-stool cafe, and there was 
a coffee shop in the hotel. 

"Walter Griffiths had a grocery 
store, and Buster Cooper had a 
tractor parts store," B.M. recalled. 
He said the bank had been in the 
building now occupied by Cowsert 
Abstract, and on the second floor 
was Dr. Cogswell's hospital. He 
included a lumber yard, McMa-
hon's blacksmith shop and a ma-
chine shop on the 

What Dimmitt did not have 
when the Nelsons moved here was 
available housing, so the family of 
five lived in an apartment in the 
back of the newspaper shop for the 
first year, then rented a house for a 
year. In 1945 they were able to 
build a home at 211 Southwest 
Third, where B.M. continues to live 
today. 

"I guess we came here at an 
opportune time—just about the end 
of the war, and irrigation had just 
barely started," B.M. said. "And 
when the war was over, industry 
started to booming. 

"We've always had a progressive 
population, always willing to sup-
port, promote and finance whatever 
was deemed good for the commu-
nity. 

"I've seen the city grow from 
940 to a little over 5,000 popula-
tion. The business district of the 
town grew in proportion to the 
residential areas. We've always had 
progressive businessmen who sup-
ported and financed development, 
and in that process, we saw the 
production of the county increase  
probably several times over, due to 
irrigation and improved, modern 
types of fanning," B.M. noted. 

B.M. says he has seen many 
changes through the years. 

A reduction in the number of 
cotton gins, grain dealers and auto 
dealerships are reflections of the 
general economy. 

Along with the changes in the 
business climate, there have also 
been changes in politics, according 
to B.M. 

"Some way, somehow—I don't 
know how—I got the reputation for 
being a Democrat," he said with a 
grin. A staunch Democrat, he does 
admit to voting for a Republican at  

least once—when Gen. Eisenhower 
ran for President. 

"That was the first time that the 
people of Castro County realized 
they could vote Republican," B.M. 
quipped. "Since that time, Castro 
County has been a swing county. 
It's voted Democratic, and it's vo-
ted Republican." 

B.M. has been a member of the 
Dimmitt Lions Club for as long as 
he has lived in Dimmitt, and that 
club has been instrumental in many 
of the improvements that have 
come to Dimmitt, including the 
first street paving program in the 
city. 

Transportation has changed a lot 
through the years, according to 
B.M., with distances being short-
ened by good roads and better cars. 

Of course, there were virtually 
no paved roads and precious few 
cars in 1913 when 7-year-old B.M. 
rode in a covered wagon from 
eastern New Mexico to Rogers. 

"I heard my mother say the trip 
took a month and a thy," B.M. 
reported. "We camped out the 
whole way, except one family al-
ong the way came out and made us 
come in the house with them." 

Pretty exciting stuff for a 7-year-
old. B.M. was the youngest of three 
boys. He said the family had every-
thing they owned packed in the 
covered wagon. 

"We spent a night in the wagon 
yard in Seminole, and we spent a 
few days during rainy weather in a 
wagon yard in Coleman," he re-
called. 

Along the way, they came to a 
pretty long bridge over a creek. 

"It shook pretty bad," B.M. re-
membered, and after they had 
crossed it, "We looked back and 
saw a sign on it that said 'This 
bridge condemned." 

B.M. said it was a wet year, and 
there were places that were impas-
sable, so the family would have to 
go around or wait until the roads 
dried out. 

"We got within eight miles of 
Rogers, and Dad put our wagon in 
a man's barn, turned the team out 
in his pasture, and we walked down 
a railroad track the rest of the way 
to town," he recalled. 

I asked him what kind of school-
ing he had had. 

"Haphazard," he shot back with a 
laugh. 

The first school he remembers  

attending was a one-room school 
west of Lake Arthur, N.M. He 
graduated from Rogers High 
School in 1925, and went straight 
into the printing business. 

"The Castro County News has 
come very far. I'm thankful to have 
had the opportunity to grow with 
the development of the city and 
area," B.M. said. "We were fortun-
ate to be able to help with the 
phenomenal growth that took place 
in this county. There may be a slow 
down in the economy and there 
may be different means of doing 
business, but the growth should 
continue. 

"I don't know what the future 
will be like or what the main 
resources will be, but the people 
who are here are capable to see that 
the growth will be orderly. 

"The enthusiasm and support be-
ing given to the Centennial Plaza 
and Gazebo project bodes fair for 
the continued development of Cas-
tro County. This celebration is not 
a political thing. It's for all the 
people of Castro County, celebrat-
ing the 100th birthday of the county 
and paying homage to all of the old 
settlers from the time it was esta-
blished until now, and its history all 
through those years has been 
good," he said with feeling. 
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a dollar's worth of gas would 
take 	you 	everywhere 	you 
wanted to go—in a car you 
still remember with a smile? 
We'd like to help you find a 
car you'll enjoy just as much. 
We're proud to have served 
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Harvest Days Schedule 
CASTRO COUNTY HARVEST DAYS - DIMMITT, TEXAS - AUGUST 11-17, 1991 

DATE & TIME EVENT SPONSORED BY CONTACT & LOCATION 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 

2:30 P.M. Centennial Pageant (Community Variety Show) Dimmitt Chamber 
Bill Sava, Director 	DHS Auditorium 
Delores Heller 647-2524 	Tkts: $3 — Door 14 - 5 yrs. under Free 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12 

8:00 P M Centennial Pageant 

AUGUST 12-17 E-B Fun Time Rides Carnival Dimmitt Chamber - Cotton candy & all the trimmings South of the Expo Building 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 

11 00 A M 	- 6 00 P M Fair & Quilts Entries Due at the Expo Castro County Fair & Quilt Association Yvonna Hays 6475214. Carolyn Osborn 6474115: J.D. Ragland • Expo 403 S E. 4th 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 

9 - 00 A M 	• 6 00 P M Arts & Crafts Booths Open Castro County Fair Association Booths. Dimmitt Chamber(Expo 403 S.E. 4th 	647-9275 

10:00 A M 	- 11 - 00 A.M Special Seniors Honor Hour Y E S./4-H (10% 	Discount for Seniors Over 65 During This Hour) Expo Building 

11:30 A.M 	- 12- 30 P M "Good Food & Exercise Tips-  (with samples) Cindy Sides Ebeling Expo Stage 

1:30 P.M 	2:30 P.M "Window Panes To The Past John Greene. Education Dir 	Panhandle Plains Historical Museum Expo Stage 

3100 P.M. - 4.00 P.M. Previews of FALL Style Show Kozy Korner. Hart Expo Stage 

4:30 P M "Pet Talk-  with Jay Rapp Dimmitt Veterinary Clinic/Merrick Pet Foods East of Expo 

5:00 P M - 5 45 P M Pet Show • Bring Your Pets East of Expo 

6:00 P.M Plaza Dedication Concert Centennial Commission Centennial Plaza 

7:30 P M "Spur Jingles & Saddle Songs" Cowboy Poet & Musicians Program Dimmitt Chamber Tammy Wilhite 6473138. OHS Auditorium - Tickets $3 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 

9:00 A.M. • 5.00 P.M Fair 	Arts & Crafts Booths Castro Co 	Fair Association - Expo. 403 S E. 4th 1 CI 	Ragland/Carolyn Osborn 647-4115 

9.00 A.M. Parade Judging Begins Dimmitt Lions Club Marvin Bryant, CH 

10:00 A.M Parade Begins "Once In A Lifetime' 

10:00 A M Early Settlers Reunion Registration Senior Citizens Center. 218 W 	Jones Garnett Holland 647-5544 

AFTER PARADE ABOUT 11 AM Centennial Plaza Dedication Centennial Plaza. Judge Polly Simpson 648-4451 

11:30 A.M 	• 6:00 P M Centennial Car Show/Swap Meet Gary Bruegel Memorial Scholarship Fund • DATA First State Bank Parking Lot 647-2524IDon Moke. Jessie Sepeda 

12:00 NOON Chowtime - Food at the Fair 	Hamburgers 	Fajitas 	Ice Cream. Snow Cones 	Funnel 
Cakes & more 

All Around the Expo Area 

12 - 00 NOON Early Settlers Reunion Lunch Senior Citizen Center, 218 W 	Jones Garnett Holland 647-5544 	Bring a covered dish & join us 

1:00 P.M 4th U.S 	Cavalry Regiment (Memorial) Fair Association & Chamber Expo Area  

12- 00 NOON • 4 00 P M 
Outdoor Games: Pillow Fight & Parachute Jump 	Dunking Board 	Horseshoe 
Pitching. Water Polo & Pumper Teams 	Spur & Bit Making 	Great Duck Race 

Local Organizations Expo Building Area 

1200 NOON - 5 00 P M Musuem Open House (Volume II Castro Co 	History Book Availablei Castro Co 	Museum Association. Visit with Jim Gough in the afternoon 404 W 	Halsell 647-2611 

2:00 P.M. 4.00 P.M Art Show & Authors Reception Art Club Rhoads Memorial Library 	105 S W 	2nd. Francis Frazier, Cindy 	Pottortf 

3:00 P.M. 	4.00 P.M Top of Texas Cloggers Fair Association 

4.00 P.M. Costume Contest. Prize Drawings Expo Stage 

5'00 P.M Car Show Trophy Presentation First State Bank Parking Lot 

6:00 P M 	- 8.00 P.M Barbeque Supper at the Expo Catered by Dyers Dimmitt Promenaders Tkts. 	Advance $6 Children $4 50 Door $6 50 Expo Building 	Bill & Ann Henderson 

8:00 P.M. Square Dance (Expo) Gary Smith - Caller: Bill Harman - Rniinds Expo 

9:00 P.M 	12 . 00 P M Street Dance featuring The Roughriders Band Dimmitt Chamber of Commerce East of Courthouse 
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Happy 100th Anniversary 
Since 1925, The Castro County News has 
been a vital part of the history of our 
county, and we are proud to continue 
contributing to its growth. 

As a member of the economic commu-
nity of Castro County, we have tried to 
do our part to encourage our citizens to 
trade at home by advertising the goods 
and services of local merchants. 

We have tried to encourage involve-
ment in the political process through 
keeping our citizens informed and pro-
viding an open forum for expression of 
many differing viewpoints. 

We have helped our citizens keep in 
touch with the social events of our 
communities, and we have tried to hold 
up the needs and problems that arise, 
so that solutions can be sought. 

Our number one job is to report the 
news, but since we're human, we make 
mistakes, and we sometimes don't see 
things quite the way someone else 
might. 

We appreciate our many advertisers, 
our loyal subscribers, and each one 
who trusts us to "get it right," and we 
pledge to do our best as we enter a new 
century together. 

Together, 
We Can 

Don Nelson, Publisher 
Anne Acker, News Editor and Bookkeeping 

Paula Portwood, Ad Composition and Bookkeeping 
Linda Maxwell, Associate Editor 

Deana McLain, Page Composition an Photo Lab 
Freda McVay, Reporter 
Danette Baker, Reporter 

Kathleen Latham, Reporter 



The Corn Refining Process... 

Germ 
Separation 

Starch-Gluten 
Separation 

Starch 
Conversion Fermentation 

Oil 
Refining 

S arch 
Drying 

Corn Oil Feed Products Starches Sweeteners 

Steeping 

Gluten 

scattered throughout the kernel 
picks up some of the protein and 
other important nutrients. The re-
mainder of the kernel is white and 
almost powdery and contains most 
of the starch. The whole kernel is 
covered by a fibrous layer called 
the hull, which is nature's protet 
tion for the valuable contents. 

Refiners use the shelled corn 
which as been stripped from the 
cob during harvesting. 

Corn sweeteners are the most 
important refined corn products and 
modern science has made possible 
a variety of corn sweeteners which 
have replaced sugar and lessened 
America's dependence on foreign 
final product has the same sweet-
ness as sugar produced from beets 
or cane. 

This syrup is used widely in soft 
drinks, bakery products, candies or 
preserves. 

The "55 Refinery," like the 42 
Refinery, is a centrally-controlled 
facility using the latest in ion exclu-
sion technology. 

Production of enriched syrups is 
accomplished by separating the 
dextrose and fructose fractions of 
the 42% fructose syrups, then 
blending the fructose fraction back 

to the desired fructose concentra-
tion. 

The resulting 55% fructose pro-
duct is purified through an ion 
exclusion exchange process and ad-
justed by evaporation to a suitable 
dry solids concentration. 

This syrup is used widely by soft 
drink bottlers. 

The plant supplies its own steam 
for heat and evaporation with three 
boilers. Also in this area are a water 
treatment station, air compressors 
and water cooling towers. 

At various process points, the 
product is sampled and analyzed by 
the Quality Assurance Laboratory 
for maintaining good process con-
trol. 

The plant has a maintenance 
force which includes varied skilled 
workers such as mechanics, wel-
ders, electricians and instrument 
men. Accounting, traffic, purchas-
ing, personnel and process en-
gineering groups also are located at 
Dimmitt 

sugar supplies. 
The second major refined corn 

product is ethanol, which is gaining 
increasing acceptance as a cleaner 
burning option for motor fuels. The 
third major corn product is starch. 

And each is produced at the 
American Fructose plant. 

It all starts in the millhouse, 
where the starch is separated from 
the other corn components. 

Initially, the corn is soaked (or 
"steeped") to soften it and remove 
the soluble portion. The soaked 
corn then is processed through a 
series of mills, screens, separators 
and driers. 

At each of these steps one of the 
lesser components (by-products) is 
removed. These by-products gener-
ally are used in the local cattle 
feeding markets. 

The final millhouse product is 
corn starch, which can be dried and 
sold either in bulk trucks or bulk 
rail cars. Most of it will be pumped 
to two refineries to serve as feed 
stock for syrup production. 

The expanded Dimmitt mill-
house produces more than 700 tons 
per day of by-products in addition 
to 1,000 tons per day of starch. 

The starch then is transferred to 
the "42 Refinery," which is a cen-
trally-controlled facility where 42% 
high fructose corn syrup is pro-
duced. This is accomplished by 
treating the starch slurry with a 
series of enzymes, or complicated 
substances which produce chemical 
changes. 

The first two enzymes break 
down the starch into dextrose, 
which is bland sugar. The dextrose 
syrup is purified through filters, 
carbon and ion exchange before 
isomerization. 

The isomerizing enzyme then 
rearranges about half of the dex-
trose into fructose. 

After further purification and 
concentration in evaporators, the 
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We've got the 
Music! 

and we're ready to celebrate! 

Happy 100th 
Dimmitt and 

Castro County 
We started broadcasting Dec. 5, 1963, and Wayne 
Collins bought the station Dec. 14, 1984. FCC authority 
has been granted for 24-hours-a-day broadcasting 
when the station is ready for it. 

The KDHN call letters were taken from the three towns 
in Castro County—Dimmitt, Hart, and Nazareth, 
demonstrating from the beginning the station's 
committment to the entire county. 

We are proud to serve Castro County and the 
surrounding area. 
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The sweetest sugar made  

Local milling plant converts corn to syrup 
The next time you sit down to weighs 56 pounds. Some of this 

enjoy a soft drink or any other food weight is moisture remaining from 
that contains high fructose corn the cornfield, while the remaining 
syrup, you could be enjoying a part parts—starch, oil, protein and fiber 
of Castro County. 	 are all recovered by refiners for use 

The high fructose corn syrup in other products. 
product is produced locally at the 

	
The corn kernel, sliced in two, 

American Fructose—Dimmitt, Inc. reveals its component parts includ- 
plant, 	 ing the starch, hull and fiber, gluten 

The vast majority of the corn and germ. 
grown in America is "field" corn, 	The germ, the elongated oval- 
and in today's modern farming, the shaped portion, contains most of 
kernels of this corn are stripped the oil and some of the protein. The 
from the cob by harvesting ma-  side portions of the kernel are 
chinery and only the kernels inter yellowish and slightly translucent, 
the grain handling system. 	containing the gluten, the primary 

A typical bushel of this corn protein portion. The water which is 

Corn wet milling plant is one 
of county's major employers 

When Dimmitt Agri Industries constructed a corn wet milling plant here 
20 years ago, Castro County's reputation as a grain sorghum county 
changed almost overnight to the "main corn producing county of Texas." 

Now owned by American Fructose — Dimmitt Inc., which is a 
subsidiary of American Maize Products Co., the plant is one of the major 
employers in the county, according to information obtained from a 1989 
Community Survey, which was researched and printed by Southwestern 
Public Service Co. 

The Dimmitt plant is the only corn wet milling plant in Texas and the 
southwest. The plant produces 42% and 55% high fructose corn syrup with 
the major by-products being dry starch and co-products for livestock 
tenting. Its products are sold throughout the United States. 

Constructed by Dimmitt Agri Industries in 1970, the Dimmitt plant was 
leased by Amstar Corp. of New York in 1973. Then in 1984, American 
Fructose acquired the plant. 

American Fructose makes high fructose corn syrup, corn starch and 
other corn derivative products at its wet milling facilities here and at its 
plant in Decatur, Ala. 

At these two plants, the company annually produces more than a billion 
pounds of crystal-clear syrup, which is marketed under the trade names 
Tru-Sweet 42 and Tni-Sweet 55. Both products are used for sweetening 
soft drinks. 

Tru-Sweet 42 also is sold to a variety of food and confection 
manufacturers for sweetening candies, canned fruits, ice cream, jams and 
jellies. 

American Fructose sells corn starch to the paper and corrugated 
industries. The company also sells co-products of the corn wet milling 
process, such as corn germ, which is used to make corn oil; and corn 
gluten feed and corn gluten meal, which are used for feeding poultry and 
livestock. 

The Initial Phases  

Dimmitt Wheat Growers (now Dimmitt Agri Industries) notified its 
stockholders of its plans for a corn wet milling plant in Dimmitt in January 
1968, and groundbreaking ceremonies were held in August of that year. 
Construction, however, didn't begin until January 1969. 

Originally, the mill processed some 10,000 bushels of corn per day into 
syrup, starch, oil and high-protein cattle feed. 

It employed about 70 people and stockholders were members who 
owned corn contracts. 

Dimmitt Wheat Growers formed a new management corporation, 
Dimmiu Management Co., Inc. (DIMACO) to operate its new corn milling 
plant, market the plant's products and oversee the cooperative's elevator 
and farm store operations. 

After completing the mill, Dimmitt Wheat Growers changed its name to 
Dimmitt Agri Industries, Inc., in order to market the products, starches, 
corn syrups, gluten meal, germ and steep water. 

Construction continued through July 1971, when the final chapter of 
construction was completed with the start-up of the refinery, which starts 
with the new material produced by the wet process corn mill. Through the 
use of chemcals and enzymes, it produced corn syrup. 

Amstar Corp. Leases Plant 

The Dimmitt plant was acquired by Amstar Corp. in 1973 and Amstar 
proceeded to develop the plant's technology for production of high 
fructose corn syrup, which culminated in a major $30 million expansion 
project in 1977. 

Included in the project was the construction of a modern, automated 
syrup refinery, specifically designed for 42% high fructose syrup produc-
tion. In addition, the daily grind capacity of the plant (the amount of corn 
per day used) was increased from 10,000 bushels to 35,000 bushels. 

A second expansion in 1981 provided capability for the production of 
the 55% enriched high fructose corn syrup. Sophisticated technology and 
advanced instrumentation were combined to produce a high quality 55% 
fructose product. 

American Fructose Takes Over  

American Fructose purchased the Dimmitt plant from Amstar in 
November 1984. 

In 1989, American Fructose undertook another $30 million expansion 
project designed to increase the plant's grind capacity to 54,000 bushels 
per day. A refinery expansion also was included, with a finished capacity 
that now produces more 42% and 55% high fructose corn syrup. The plant 
has the capability of producing dry starches as well as sweeteners. 

"We're especially pleased with what went on . . . particularly the capital 
expansion in Dimmitt, a project that will have a long-term, positive impact 
on the company," said William Ziegler, III, chairman and chief executive 
officer, in American Fructose's 1990 summary and annual report. 

In the same report, another American Fructose official, Panic J. 
McLaughlin, president and chief operating officer, said he feels things are 
definitely looking up for the company. 

"With Dimmitt on line for the full year . . . we may be beginning our 
most productive and eventful year to date. The high fructose corn syrup 
market is still growing and naturally, we expect to grow with it. That's 
why we renovated Dimmitt (plant). Dimmitt was definitely a big plus this 
past year. In the short run, it increased our operating costs, but over time, it 
will give us the capacity to grow with the high fructose market. 
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HARVESTING WHEAT—Horses pull a push header and barge to 
harvest a wheat crop on the Elmer Dixon farm in 1926. 

Photo courtesy of Irene Bradley 
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PLOWING SOD 
... Earl Lust in 1926 

ELMER DIXON drives his team of horses which are pulling a one- 
row binder to his field in 1922. 	 Photo courtesy of Irene Bradley 

FIRST BALE—W.S. Dixon hauls the first bale of 
cotton to Hereford, where it was marketed in 1911. 
Dixon raised the cotton crop 30 miles south of 

Hereford in Castro County. He raised eight bales 
from his 30-acre crop. 	Photo courtesy of Irene Bradley 

We have it in writing! 
From one of the oldest continuous 

businesses in the county—since 1909. 

Clara Vick, Owner and Manager 
Johnny Vick, Assistant Manager 

Cowsert Abstract & Title Co. 
Dimmitt • 647-3154 

Bennett 
Grain, Fertilizer 

& Cattle 
Hart • 938-2388 
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County farmers  grow food for nation, world 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-

tion for the farming history was 
obtained from longtime county 
farmers Lon Woodburn and 
George Bagwell; president of the 
Texas Corn Growers Association, 
Carl King; and from historical 
publications including Castro 
County History, Vols. 1 and 2; and 
The Holy Family Parish: The 
First 75 Years.) 

Every morning Castro County 
farmers wake with the sun, tending 
to livestock, then working their 
fields or harvesting their crops, 
often until sunset and sometimes 
later. 

They pray for rain to bring their 
crops up, then pray that the rain 
will stop so they can harvest the 
fruits of their labors. 

They hope for a good crop, but 
when it doesn't happen, they some-
how manage to survive and bounce 
back with another crop next grow-
ing season. 

This scenario could have been 
written today, but it also could have 
been written a century ago when 
the county was rust settled. 

Farming has been the livelihood 
of Castro County residents for 100 
years, first with products like kafir 
corn, red top cane, hegari and oats; 
and later with grain sorghum, 
wheat, cotton, corn, sugar beets, 
soybeans, potatoes, onions, carrots, 
lettuce, cabbage, cantelope and cu-
cumbers. The crops raised here are 
shipped throughout the nation and 
are exported to other countries, 
providing food for the nation and 
world. 

The vegetable industry has been 
virtually eliminated today, but the 
sorghum, wheat, cotton, corn and 

_soybeans are still the mainstay of 
the county's farming economy. 

Potatoes are the largest vegetable 
crop raised in the county and be-
cause of the region's climate, the 
High Plains potato producers grow 
the first Russet baking potatoes of 
the season. 

Small sweet onions, large Spa-
nish onions and other varieties of 
the vegetable were grown here in 
abundance, but the crop's populari-
ty has waned in recent years. 

Other vegetables that have been 
raised here include green bell pep-
pers, jalapeno peppers and chile 

PePPers. 

Black-eyed peas have been 
raised as an alternate crop, planted 
only if a farmer suffered a loss of 
some or all of his cotton due to bad 
weather. 

In recent years, many other ve-
getable crops have emerged includ-
ing spinach, yellow squash, aspara-
gus, cabbage, carrots, beets and 
tomatoes. Pumpkins, watermelons 
and cantelopes also are grown lo-
cally. 

Early Days 

At the turn of the century, small 
fields were worked with horses and 
mules pulling double shovels, 
walking sod plows, one-row middle 
buster planters, two-row sod plan-
ters, harrows and one-row riding 
cultivators. Broadcast bombers, sin-
gle-row binders and knife sleds 
were used to harvest the crops. 

The grain and forage produced 
from these crops were fed to stock, 
cows, hogs and chickens. 

As more settlers moved into the 
county in the early 1900s, more 
land was put into cultivation. The 
kafir corn, wheat and oats were the 
staple crops for county farmers 
from 1908 to 1915 and small plots 
of corn were planted for hog feed 
and for making corn meal. The 
wheat was used to make flour. 

Around 1910, a new type of 
grain sorghum, called goose-neck 
maize, was planted. It was more 
drought-tolerant than kafir corn and 
the yellow-orange grain sorghum 
was more nutritious. 

The new maize had one draw-
back, though. It had to be harvested 
by hand because the head grew 
from the stalk in a U-shape and it 
didn't harvest well with the row or 
broadcast binder. 

The arrival of the thrashing ma-
chine in 1906 was a major occur-
rence here. Some of the early ma-
chines were powered by horses 
using, gearboxes and tumbling 
shafts. Some were powered by sta-
tionary steam engines, which were 
moved by horses from one farm to 
another. Within a few years a 
steam-driven tractor was used to 
operate the thrasher. 

Early-thy farmers enjoyed grow-
ing wheat because it was easy to 
raise and it wasn't long before the 
header for wheat and oats harvest 
made its appearance. The header 
was pushed by six horses rather  

than pulled. The header loaded the 
small grains on to barge wagons 
and hauled to places where it was 
put into stacks to cure. Later it was 
thrashed." 

Kafir corn was easy to harvest 
with a row binder, broadcast binder 
or by hand heading. Some farmers 
used a small sickle machine mount-
ed on the side of a wagon box and 
powered by a chain driven sprocket 
attached to the wagon wheel. 

An early day farmer, A. lien, 
who lived in the Cleo Community 
once gave a testimony to encourage 
people to come to Castro County in 
1917. 

In his testimony, 'ten said he had 
grown maize, kafir, sorghum, feter-
ia, Indian corn and millet success-
fully for eight years, without fail-
ure. 

"I have had no failures. My grain 
crops had averaged around 30 
bushels per acre every year. In 
1915, my maize and kafir averaged 
56 bushels. I have made as much as 
35 bushels of millet seed per acre, 
but the average will not be more 
than 20 bushels," lien added that he 
felt like Castro County could be-
come the "greatest wheat growing 
section in the nation." 

The Ramey Brothers, Edgar 
"Unk" and Edwin "Goose," pur-
chased and brought to the county in 
1919. The first combine was pow-
ered by a gasoline engine and it cut 
a 12-foot swath and thrashed the 
grain at the same time. It was 
pulled by a team of eight horses, 
hitched four tandem. 

Gasoline- and kerosene-powered 
tractors entered the picture by the 
late 1920s and had replaced the 
horse by the 1930s. 

The Depression, 

The depression and drought of 
the mid 1930s forced farmers to 
make changes in the way they 
worked their land and how they 
raised their crops. 

The October 1929 stock market 
crash and the drought of the early 
1930s affected everyone's way of 
life. 

Feed for livestock was becoming 
scarce and the government started 
killing cattle in an effort to reduce 
the animal numbers. 

Gradually, the government 
wormed its way into the farming 
industry, setting up farm programs. 
Farmers could either join the 
government programs or remain in-
dependent, but the situation was 
desperate. Federal loans were of-
fered to farmers at low interest 
rates. Some crops were farmed out 
in order to reduce surplus and raise 
prices. 

"We've had this farm program  

ever since the depression, but we 
were getting a reasonable price for 
farm products," said George Bag-
well, longtime Castro County res-
ident and farmer. "During the '50s 
prices were real good and people 
made a little money. 

"Then the prices of our produc-
tion started going up and it's been 
going up ever since until now it's 
too high for what farmers get. We 
are getting less on a parity basis 
today for farm products than we got 
during the depression years when 
wheat was 75 cents per bushel," he 
said. 

Bagwell added that farm prices 
have dropped since World War II, 
because the government has been 
on a "cheap food policy." 

"Now the prices for our farm 
products are below the cost of 
production. Right now, if a man 
can get the governemnt payments 
and break even on his crops, he's 
lucky. The only thing he's really 
earning, is that government pay-
ment for leaving out part of his 
land. That's the only thing on 
which he's making any money," he 
said. 

Conservation practices were es-
tablished during the depression 
years and they included contour 
listing, which left stubble for 
ground cover, and chiseling helped 
stop wind erosion. 

That's when most of the grass-
land in the county was broken out 
and planted in wheat, cotton and 
milo. Farmers in the central and 
southern parts of the county grew a 
lot of cotton while the main crop in 
the north and northwestern portions 
of the county was wheat. 

During the 1940s, cotton gins 
started to appear in Dimmitt, Hart, 
Flagg,' Nazareth and Sunnyside; 
while grain elevators were erected 
in Dimmitt, Hart, Summer-field and 
Sunnyside. 

Irrigation  

The first irrigation well was dug 
in 1909 by D.L. McDonald of 
Hereford, and it was located in the 
Frio Draw in Castro County. He 
dug another well in 1910, then 
began to grow vegetables, row 
crops and alfalfa. 

According to Lon Woodburn, a 
longtime Castro County resident 
and farmer, irrigation soon became 
more of a necessity because far-
mers planted crops that needed 
more moisture, and fields held less 
moisture becaue the crops were 
planted on top of the furrows. He 
added that milo, wheat, gooseneck 
maize and red-top cane were more 
adaptable crops for the amount of 
rainfall received in Castro County 
each year. 

After farmers discovered the ad-
vantages irrigation offered, wells 
started popping up everywhere. The 
first ones were drilled in the south-
ern and eastern portions of the 
county in the 1930s and most were 
dug to a depth of around 200 feet, 
depending on the location, because 
the water table varied in depth. 

Irrigation became an accepted 
practice in the 1940s as more 
people started to dig wells. R.E. 
Cade, who lived two miles east of 
Sunnyside, was one of the first 
farmers to drill a well in that area 
and water there was 60 to 70 feet 
deep at that time. 

Early irrigation wells were not 
cased to the bottom, and some only 
had one joint of casing at the top to 
prevent contamination of the water. 
The casing was used to protect the 
pump and keep the formation 
around it from caving in and ruin-
ing the well. 

Rotary drilling rigs that had been 
used in oil fields were brought to 
the area around 1940 and they 
revolutionized water well drilling. 
These wells were cased from the 
top to bottom with steel casing. 

Irrigation wells started appearing 
throughout the county during a 10-
year period ranging from 1945-55. 
The southern and northern parts of 
the county were developed first 
because the water table was 75 to 
100 feet deep; and then the central 
and western part of the county 
drilled, but had to go deeper—to 
180 or 200 feet—to find water. 
Sand also was a problem in the 
central and western areas, and 
many of the wells were sanded 
down as they were being devel-
oped. After drillers learned to mo-
dify the casing perforation in the 
mid 1950s, good wells were being 
developed. 

The development of irrigation 
revolutionized the farming industry 
in Castro County, enabling farmers 
to grow more advanced row crops 
such as corn, sugar beets and soy-
beans instead of just sorghum and 
cotton. 

"When this (farmland) was dry-
land, it was tougher going in a  

way," Bagwell said. "I paid for my 
land dry farming, and with irriga-
tion, about all I can do is keep it. 
It's too expensive now." 

Today's Crops 

Today, corn is one of the major 
crops grown in Castro County, and 
Dimmitt is the home of a state and 
national corn producer organization 
— the Texas Corn Growers 
Association and American Corn 
Growers Association. 

Carl King of Dimmitt, president 
of both organizations, said he re-
members when corn was just start-
ing out. 

"Back a few years ago when I 
was a kid growing up we'd raise a 
patch of corn and the worms would 
eat it up. Them wasn't any research 
done. at that time and no one raised 
much corn or paid much attention 
to it," King said. "Then when irri-
gation first started in this country, 
corn became a more popular crop 
to raise. There's no such thing as 
dryland corn—you've got to have 
water to raise ii" 

King said the onset of corn pro-
duction in the county was spurred 
by the feedlot business because 
"corn is a much better feed." 

"Feedlot operators can yell about 
feeding milo all they want, but they 
prefer to use corn if they can get it 
at the price they want," he said. 

King added that corn is the 
"most staple crop known to man-
kind and it's all around good stuff." 

However, King was quick to add 
that wheat also is an excellent crop, 
also. 

"Wheat is good — take flour 
tortillas. I really prefer them to 
corn, but Mexican people like corn 
better."

Grain sorghum, which was one 
of the most popular crops grown in 
the middle of the 20th century, 
today is used mostly for feeding 
livestock in the US. In some areas 

of the world, sorghum is used in 
place of corn or wheat because one 
of its values is that it requires less 
extensive care than corn. 

Cotton also has been billed as 
one of the most important crops in 
the area and High Plains-area cot-
ton gins, cottonseed oil mills and 
textile mills utilize the locally -
produced cotton crop to produce 
fiber for fabric, cottonseed oil 'for 
food, cottonseed meal for animal 
feed, cottonseed linters for uphol-
stery and paper and plastics from 
the seed. 

Castro 
County's 

100th 
Anniversary 

A big part of our county's history 
is tied in with agriculture, and our 

business depends on it, too. 

We appreciate the patronage of all 
our customers and look forward to 

serving you int the future. 
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   CASTRO COUNTY'S FIRST COURTHOUSE 

...struck by lightning on Aug. 26, 1906 
and burned to the ground in minutes 

100 
YEARS 

OF PROGRESS 
Symbolizing our county's 100 Years of Progress are 
the courthouses that have served us since Castro 
County was first organized and chartered by the state 
in 1891. From our first woodframe courthouse that 
served as a community center, dance hall and poker 
hangout...to the second courthouse which served us 
well for 30 years...to the Austin-stone structure that 
has doubled in size since it was built in 1939...all help 
symbolize the history of our people, the dynamic 
progress of our county and our hopes for the future. 

EARLY-DAY COMMISSIONERS POSE AT SECOND COURTHOUSE 
...Built in 1906, torn down in 1930 to make way for the present one 

PRESENT-DAY COURTHOUSE 
...completed in 1939. In 1966, it was expanded to the south for more space. 

The gazebo was constructed in 1991 approximately where one stood on the courthouse lawn when the second courthouse existed. 



water is pumped, saying if it wasn't able to grow the corn and beets that 
for the aquifer, farmers wouldn't be • they do today. 
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We've faced many 

RISKS 
during our 100 years of history in 
Castro County, and we've helped 
our customers face some of those 
risks with confidence since 1988. 

We appreciate your business 
and say 

Happy 100th Anniversary! 

DeWayne Brown 
Insurance 
Hart • 938-2266 
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Carrying 
On 
The 

Legacy 

It was cattle that got Castro County started, when J. W. Carter 
drove his herd from Buffalo Gap in 1884 and settled in what is now 
the Flagg community. 

From a single herd, to larger operations like the Flagg Ranch, to 
the gigantic XIT, cattle helped build our county and its 
communities. 

As range land was turned into family farms, cattle continued to 
play an important role in our economy. Wheat became the main 
crop because it provided winter pasture as well as a summer cash 
crop. 

Then, with the advent of high-efficiency feedlots, our county 
became part of the "Cattle-Feeding Capital of the World." 

G. L. Willis, Sr., started ranching in Castro County in 1915, and 
G. L. Willis, Jr., established Willis Cattle Co. in 1938. We are 
involved in all phases of the cattle industry here, and work with 
farmers, ranchers, buyers, sellers and feeders. We have ridden out 
the good limes and the bad with our co-workers in the industry 
here. 

We feel a close kinship with those cattlemen who first settled here 
a century ago. And we're proud to be carrying their legacy into 
Castro County's second century. 

Willis Cattle Co., Inc. 
G. L. Willis, Jr. 

WW Cattle Co. 
Gene Bradley, Mike Baca & Andy Rogers 

Al's Liquor Mart 
of Nazareth is proud to 

have served Castro County 
since 1960 and we 

appreciate your business. 

A century of history 
is somthing to celebrate! 

Al's Liquor Mart 
Tom and Lillian Cameron, Owners 

Nazareth • 945-2660 
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4CorcanstrocogunwrNeowswers'uguosm ig91 anization sprouted 'roots' in Dimmitt 
By ANNE ACKER 

Today's farmers are faced with 
many hardships — production, 
financial and political problems. 
Politics seem to dictate the lives of 
the farmers and that's the mason 
many of today's producer organiza-
tions were created—to give the 
farmers a voice on the national and 
state levels. 

The Texas Corn Growers Asso-
ciation (TCGA) and American 
Corn Growers Association 
(ACGA) are two such groups. Both 
were started and are operated under 
the guidance of Dimmitt's Carl 
King, a longtime corn farmer and 
resident of Castro County. 

TCGA was formed more than 20 
years ago in Dimmitt, but the first 
meeting didn't take place until the 
group was chartered on Dec. 15, 
1975. Since that time, the group has 
held 19 meetings. 

King serves as president of the 
Texas Corn Growers Association 
and is chairman of the American 
Corn Growers Association, which 
was formed out of the state organi-
zation almost four years ago. 

"I have been president of Texas 
Corn Growers since it was first 
formed," said King. "1 believe there 
were less than five people at the 
first meeting, but it. (TCGA) has 
since grown to he a large voice in 
agriculture, not only in Texas, but 
across the United States as well." 

The TCGA is chartered by the 
State of Texas under the Texas 
Dept of Agriculture; however it is 
not a state agency. The Texas Corn 
Producers Board, which was 
formed from the TCGA, is a state 
agency. 

The Texas Corn Producers Board 
was formed 10 years ago and it is 
composed of 15 members. At its 
inception, the board covered a sev-
en-county area in the Panhandle-

'Plains area, but in 1990, it was 
expanded and now is a statewide 
organization that serves all corn 
farmers in the state from its Dim-
mitt-based office. 

Also born out of TCGA was the 
ACGA. The ACGA also is head-
quartered in Dimmitt and has an 
office staff in Washington, D.C. to 
serve its membership, which in-
cludes corn growers from 24 states. 
The organization hopes to expand 
its membership to 15,000 by the 
end of the year, King said. 

King says one of the biggest 
challenges facing the organizations 
is getting their story and ideas to 
the American people. 

"We (agriculture producers) are 
the largest single industry in Amer-
ica, and yet we are walked on the 
most," King said. "Farming is the, 
lifeblood of the nation and people 
need to recognize that because if 
the farmer goes under, so does the 
nation. 

King said that's what happened 
in the 1930s when the country was 
going through the "Great Depres-
sion." 

"When they let agriculture go on 
the blink, the rest of the country 
went under with the depression. 
That's what started it all. 

"The main reason Texas Corn 
Growers was formed was to coop-
erate with other farm organizations 
with similar goals and ideas. We 
are a participant in the US Feed 
Grains Council," King said. "The 
reason ACGA was formed was 
because the other national organi-
zation that we had representing our 
producers did not coincide with our 
political philosophy on what we 
needed in farm legislation. 

"We believe in trade, but we  

believe in fair trade," King said. 
"We are very active in the General 
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 
(GATT) negotiations that arc going 
on now, along with the North 
American Treaty Alliance, which is 
between Canada, Mexico and the 
US. Our job is to see that the 
farmer doesn't come up with the 
short end of the stick on these trade 
negotiations and this is a tough job 
within itself. We don't believe we 
should be exporting our products 
below the cost of production, and 
that's what has happened to us for 
many years. 

Through the work of the TCGA, 
the Energy Users Association was 
established to prevent the over-
charging of electricity and natural 
gas use by corn producers. The 
TCGA helped charter the Texas 
Farm Bargaining Association to 
bargain with food processors. 

"We participate in, and support 
farm coalitions," King said. "We 
have provided regular financial 
assistance to the Farm Crisis Hot-
line. Class action lawsuits have 
been successfully litigated support-
ing fair treatment of producers un-
der a variety of circumstances." 

The goals of the TCGA are to 
improve farm income by pronounc-
ing a supply management concept 
for agriculture, especially corn. 

"We believe we should have a 
higher loan rate to get our money 
out of the market. At the same 
time, when you have a large car-
ryover, you must cut back on 
supplies. When you have a surplus 
of grain, prices are cheap, as we 
have experienced for many, many 
years," King said. 

Prior to the organization of the 
Texas Corn Producers Board, 
TCGA helped organize internation-
al trade teams for promotional corn 
sales of Texas corn and also partici-
pated in international trade shows 
to promote Texas corn. 

"We have promoted corn in eve-
ry angle, from attempting to get 
corn grit plants, to getting corn 
food processors within the vicinity 
such as Frito-Lay, Azteca, Texas 
Sesame and others." 

The organization hasn't restrict-
ed its actions to corn growers, 
either. 

"We helped organize a task force 
to prevent dumping and storage of 
high-level nuclear waste in produc-
tive farm communities (such as 
Deaf Smith County)." 

King said he feels like one of the 
group's biggest achievements was 
writing the grain portion of the 
Payment in Kind (PIK) Program, 
which was presented to the Secreta-
ry of Agriculture and then was 
adopted by the administration. 

The TCGA actively supports re-
search related to integrated pest 
management and has lobbied for 

Carl King 
Section 18 clearances for the use of 
Azodrin for five years, until it was 
banned by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. After Azodrin 
was banned, the TCGA worked for 
and obtained a clearance to use 
Capture and Comite to combat spi-
der mites. 

Another one of the greatest chal-
lenges facing the TCGA today, 
King says, is ethanol production. 

"We actively promote decentrali-
zation, farmer-owned ethanol pro-
duction, and have fought to main-
tain the state motor fuel sales tax 
exemption for gasoline - ethanol 
blends. We arc a member of ethan-
ol groups in Washington and we 
have worked and helped accom-
plish the Clean Air Act, which was 
passed by Congress in 1990. We 
are working to get an ethanol bill 
passed that will enhance the produ-
cer. It will not cost the Texas 
taxpayers any money; it will come 
out of the rural development fund. 

"I have devoted most of my life 
to agriculture," King continued. 
"When I was growing up, we didn't 
have irrigation. I've seen how that 
changed the farming industry and 
I've seen it grow from a minimum 
of production to a maximum of 
production with the help of irriga-
tion." 

King credits a lot of the farming 
success in the area to the Ogallala 
Aquifer, from which the irrigation 



Founded in 1950 by S.L. Harman Sr., Harman's Dept. Store in 
Dimmitt has continued in the same family since that time, with 
S.L.'s son, Bill Harman, and grandson, Billy Harman, continuing the 
same customer service and fine line of clothing and accessories. 

The business started in a structure next door to its present 
location at 100 S. Broadway, moving into the new building in 1956. 

Just before the grand opening Aug. 31, 1956, S.L. said, "We have 
great faith in the future of Castro County and believe our new 
building was a fine investment." 

Bill and Billy continue to have faith in this city and county as a 
good place to do business, and appreciate your patronage through 
the years. 
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I Diviattt aad yt 

Castro Conat 

- HARMAN'S 
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100 S. Broadway, Dimmitt • 647-4638 

Feedlot Name 
3K Cattle Feeders 
Bar-G Feedyard 
Bridges Cattle Company 
Cluck Cattle Company 
Dimmitt Feedyard, Inc. 
Great Plains Cattle 
Hill Feedlot 
LS Feeders 
L&N Feedyard 
Rafter 3 Feedyard 
Seven X Feedyard 
Smith Cattle Feeders 
Sunnyside Cattle Co. 

Site No. 

67 
127 

64 
65 
72 
68 
66 
69 
49 
70 
73 
71 

Capacity 
9,000 

70.000 
5,000 

15,000 
45,000 
12,000 
20,000 
10,000 
5,000 

34,000 
24,000 
15,000 
8,000 
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ant to 
communicate our 
very best wishes 
to Dimmitt and 
Castro County 

on your 
100th Anniversary! 

We're glad to have been 
serving you since 1984. 
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1-800-365-1839 
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Congratulations Castro County 
on your 100th Birthday! 

We're proud to put a part of Castro County into and on every 
bag of potatoes we sell. We've been in business since 1977, and 
look forward to a "growing" future! 

Smith Potato, Inc. 
Hart • 938-2166 

We're so cotton-pickin' happy about 
Castro County's 100th Birthday! 

Hart Producers Co-op Gin 
938-2189 

Cattle-feeding industry here is one of the state's largest 
5 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this story was obtained in 
part from the Castro County His-
tory, Vols. 1 and 11 and 1991 Fed 
Cattle Survey provided by South-
western Public Service Compa-
ny.) 

The cattle industry in Castro 
County has survived "blue north-
ers," grasshopper plagues, prairie 
fires and "black duster" sandstorms 
to become a part of the cattle-
feeding capital of the world. 

Some things arc meant to be, and 
the cattle industry in Castro County 
is one of those things. 

The cattle industry had its offi-
cial beginning in 1883 when J. W. 
Caner, the county's first settler, 
purchased land in Castro County. 

Carter bought 72 sections for 79 
cents an acre. Carter brought 1,000 
head of cattle with him when he 
moved to Castro County and re-
turned for 1,500 more head later. 
After breeding, the total number of 
cattle Carter raised was 3,000 head, 
and each was branded with a 7-UP 
after his ranch, which was known 
as the 7-UP Ranch. 

Ott~  
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In 1887, Caner brought an addi-
tional 15,000 head from Taylor 
County to Castro County's open 
range territory. 

Cattle was the only saleable 
commodity early-day settlers had, 
and the animals were driven to the 
nearest railroad, then were shipped 
to market, where they were sold for 
$7 to $15 a head. Calves sold for 
$5 to $7 a head. Most settlers only 
made between $80 and $250 on 
their herds. 

In addition to Carter's 7 - UP 
Ranch, other early ranches in the 
county included C. C. Slaughter's 
and Ramrod Johnson's Circle S, the 
Running Water Cattle and Land 
Company's Circle Cross and Capi-
tol Freehold Land. With assets of 
more than $15 million, the Cattle 
Company's XIT stocked its three 
million-acre ranch with more than 
110,000 head of cattle in 1887. 

The root of survival for the cattle 
industry is the native grasslands in 
the area — Buffalo Grass, Blue 
Gama, side oats gama and mes-
quite. But in order for the cattle to 
feed off of the grasslands, moisture 
is needed to help the grasses grow. 

r 
Happy 

And the weather and rainfall didn't 
always cooperate. 

Over the years, the cattle indus-
try in Castro County survived many 
natural as well as man - made 
threats, but the early years seemed 
to create the worst obstacles for 
newcomers to Castro County. 

In 1888, a "blue norther" of the 
kind that J. Frank Dohie wrote 
about descended on the county. 
During the two-day blizzard, the 
wind chill factor was 50 degrees 
below zero, and many cattle did not 
survive. The XIT lost over 3,000 
head during the storm. 

Only four years later, a grass-
hopper plague passed through Cas-
tro County leaving the land without 
any means to feed the cattle. For 
nearly two years ranchers had 
fought drought, and then the grass-
hoppers destroyed what few crops 
and range - land vegetation re-
mained. 

In 1894, only two years after the 
grasshopper plague, arson on the 
XIT caused the great prairie fire 
that destroyed over 3,000 square 
miles of range land and several 
thousand head of cattle. 

The disasters continued in the 
30s with the black duster sand-
storms that turned Castro County 
into a desert covered with sand. 
Cattle could not graze because all 
vegetation was buried under drifts 
of sand. 

With one disaster after another, 
many of the early settlers moved 
on. 

Of those that stayed on, a few 
farmers and ranchers began to con-
struct small feeding pens and fed 
their cattle on the farm. 

With the onset of irrigation and 
the increased production of grain 
sorghum in the county in the 1940s 
and 1950s, the number of farmers 
and ranchers feeding their cattle on 
the farm grew. 

Among the early cattle feeders in 
Castro County were Clem Maples, 
Bill Graham, Roy Hackleman, Le-
wis Coke, Homer Hill, Lloyd Far-
ris, Roy Cluck, John Jarrett and 
Roy Bennett, according to informa-
tion from Jimmy Cluck, which was 
published in Castro County Histo-
ry, Vol. 11. 

Large commercial feedlots start-
ed springing up in the county in the 
late 1960s, and soon they mush-
roomed into one of the county's 
biggest industries. 

Today, feedlots in Castro County 
feed almost 600,000 head of cattle 
per year. That ranks the county as 
the second - largest cattle - feeding 
county in the area for 1990, accord-
ing to the 1991 Fed Caattle Survey 
released by Southwestern Public 
Service Co. 

A total of 591,349 head of cattle 
were fed out in Castro County in 
1990 by its 13 major feedlots with 
capacities over 5,000. 

The survey lists 13 feedlots with 
a capacity of 5,000 or more in the 
county which have a capability of 
feeding almost 272,000 head at a 
time. Bar G Feedyard, located in 
northwest Castro County, can hold 
the most head of cattle at one time, 
with a lot capacity of 70,000 head. 
Dimmitt Feedyard's pens, located 
west of Dimmitt, can handle 45,000 
head; while Rafter 3 Feedyard, 
west of Dimmitt, can hold 34,000 
head. 

Other feedlots (with more than 
5,000-head capacity) in the county 
are Seven X Feedyard, located in 
the extreme northwestern corner of 
the county; Hill Feedlot, Cluck 
Cattle Co., Smith Cattle Feeders, 
Great Plains Cattle Feeders, Inc. S, 
LS Feeders, Inc., 3K Cattle Feed-
ers, Sunnyside Cattle Co., Bridges 
Cattle Co. and IAN Feedyard. 

'') ,=„1/4 	204 W. Bedford, Dimmitt 
647-2450 

=A The Village Shop 

We've been bringing you the best in 
fashions and gift ideas since 1968, and 

we look forward to serving you in the future. 

to Dimmitt 
and Castro County! 
We want to convey our very best wishes 

Bettye Butler, Owner 
Gail Bruegel, Cindy Adams and Janice Shelton 

as we begin a new century together. 



LON WOODBURN DEMONSTRATES a "go-
devil," part of the farm implement exhibit at the 
Castro County Museum. Behind Woodburn is an 
example of the first "cotton-puller," the first farm 

implement to replace hand picking and pulling. 
Both implements were pulled behind mules. 

Photo by Kathleen Latham 

Tractors changed methods 
of farming, Woodburn says 

40.6..ats n. 
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G.L. WILLIS, JR. surveys cattle cared for in Dimmitt Feedyard's 
pens on Oct 5, 1969. Willis and four other men built Dimmitt 
Feedyard in 1966, and they operated it for 15 years. 

Courtesy Photo 
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KEEP YOUR COOL 
while you're celebrating! 

Call us for all your air conditioning, heating 
and electrical needs. We've been serving you 
since 1976. 

Happy 100th! 
Jerry and Connie McGuire, Owners 

McGuire Refrigeration 
206 E. Bedford, Dimmitt • 647-5627 

Some early-day 
brands registered 
in Castro County 

J.W. Carter 	e 
G.T. Abbott 

W.S. Easter 

T.W. Hart 

G.L. Willis 

A.V. McCormick 

George Arney 

Walter W. Hogge 

F.B. Stiles 

S.Y. Birkenfeld 

J.P. Flores 

W.A. Randal 

B.T. Hinton 

J.H. Williams 

R.C. Harlan 

Press Burnam 

W.R. Griffith 
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Happy 
100th 
Castro County! 

Garner Ball Photos 
Dimmitt • 647-3140 

We've been 
handling your 
livestock feed 
and supplies 
since 1988, 

and we 
appreciate 

the opportunity 
to serve our many customers. 

We'd like to take this time to say 
Happy 100th Anniversary 

Nazareth Feed & Supply 
Dwight Acker, Owner 
Nazareth • 945-2291 
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Cattle industry is leaning 
toward 'healthier beef' 

he has had his John Deere tractor 
from Germany since 1963. 

"I've had this tractor for 27 
years," Woodburn said. "It's a good 
piece of machinery, and I always 
put it in the barn." 

In 1951, Woodburn married 
Mary Raper of Vernon. The next 
year they planted three acres of 
cotton. He and his wife, Mary, 
expected to get two bales per acre. 
While Mary pulled and Lon drug 
the sack, they gathered 52 pounds 
before giving up and bringing in 
the machinery. 

The new farm machinery and 
different crops have necessitated 
changes in other areas as well, 
Woodburn said. 

"In the early 50s, I finally put in 
an irrigation well and then got 
hailed out 3 years in a row," Wood-
burn said. "I had to go to the land 
office, and it took 10 years to pay 
off or lose the farm." 

Woodburn was born in Dimmitt 
in 1915. He attended classes in the 
old red brick school house and 
gradually took on more chores at 
the farm through the years. 

"We had to take the grains to 
Hereford in the early years because 
we didn't have a grain elevator," 
Woodburn said. "Even the people 
in Flagg had to take their grain to 
Hereford." 

Dimmitt got its first grain eleva-
tor about the same time it got the 
railroad, Woodburn said. 

In 1933 Woodburn left Dimmitt 
to go to college in Canyon. 

"I had $8 to pay for college and 
that was a lot of money back then," 
Woodburn recalled. "I got all the 
way over there, and they said they 
couldn't take me because I had to 
have $30." 

Woodburn said the college's de-
cision changed his life. 

"If they had taken me, I would 
have been an ag teacher, and I 
wouldn't be here on the land now," 
Woodburn said. "Look what I 
would have missed. This land has 
supported me all my life." 

Woodburn's family bought their 
farm in 1907. In 1909 Woodburn's 
father added 50 acres making the 
Woodburn farm a total of 222 
arces. Today, Woodburn farms the 
same acreage his family farmed. 

Currently, Woodburn has 160 
acres in cultivation. Woodburn and 
neighbors Dr. James Sims and Joe 
Richard Hastings help each other 
with the farming, and together they 
operate a successful farming trium-
virate. 

Woodburn has been president of 
the Castro County Museum Asso-
ciation since 1985. 

HART 

By KATHLEEN LATHAM 
"The trend in the cattle industry is 
toward 'healthier' beef," Dimmitt 
cattleman G. L. Willis Jr. said 
recently. 

"In the last few years, we've 
seen lots of exotic breeds intro-
duced into the industry," Willis 
added. "Crossbreeding the limousin 
and charolais breeds with the angus 
and hereford breeds has resulted in 
more muscle and bigger gainers." 

Limousin and charolais are less 
fleshy than angus and herefords, 
Willis said. 

"We don't feed them as long 
anymore, and the beef is trimmed 
closer," all with an eye toward 
keeping beef popular in today's 
health - conscious market, Willis 
said. 

Most of the calves for Willis' 
current operation come from the 
eastern United States, like Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, Arkansas, Wil-
lis said. 

Calves are brought in weighing 
3-400 pounds and are put out to 
graze until they reach about 700 
pounds. 

"At 700 pounds, we bring them 
into the feedlot," Willis said. "We 
feed them for 120 to 140 days, 
which puts about 4 - 500 more 
pounds on them." 

Willis said the two biggest recent 
innovations in the cattle industry 
are cross breeding and steam roll-
ing grains. 

"Nutritionists helped design the 
steam-rolling process," Willis said. 
"They steam it and roll it which 
makes the feed more palatable." 

Willis' father came to Castro 
County in 1915, buying land just 
south of Dimmitt. Willis was born 
three years later. 

Throughout the years, Willis 
maintained ranches in Texas and 
New Mexico. He has a ranch in 
Deaf Smith County and keeps 
grassland in Castro County. In 
1966, Willis, along with A. J. 
Kemp Jr., Jim Elder, A. C. Hays 
and Bob McLean, built Dimmitt 
Feedlot, which they operated for 15 
years. 

All the ranches used to be "cow 
and calf' operations, Willis re-
called. 

"These turned into more of a 
yearling deal, and now you see 
more feedlots," Willis said. 

Willis' sons-in-law, Mike Baca, 
Gene Bradley and Andy Rogers, 
run the Rafter 3 Feedyard. 

"They keep about 38 - 40,000 
head," Willis said. "Corn and wheat 
are the principal feeds they use." 

The bigger part of local grains, 
mostly corn and wheat with some 
milo, are used in local feedlots, 
Willis said. Most of the grain at the 
milling plant is shipped in from the 
north. 

By KATHLEEN LATHAM 
The tractor replaced mules on 

the Woodburn farm in 1936 but it 
Was not necessarily an improve-
ment, Lon Woodburn recalled re-
cently. 

"My father warned me that it 
would pack the ground, and it did," 
Woodburn said. "But I had to have 
one." 

With the advent of the tractor, 
methods of farming changed, 
Woodburn said. They had to plant 
on top of the furrows, and crops 
planted on top of the furrows meant 
they had to switch to a cultivator 
instead of a "go-devil" to take 
weeds off. 

Since the cultivator could not get 
all the weeds as effectively as the 
go-devil, farmers started summer 
plowing. 

"Of course, back then we only 
had the thistle which could be 
plowed under. We didn't even have 
the old careless weed back then," 
Woodburn said. "Now there are so 
many more new weeds, they had to 
bring in chemicals to kill them." 

Irrigation became more of a ne-
cessity because farmers planted 
crops that needed more moisture 
and fields held less moisture be-
cause of planting on top of the 
furrows. Milo, wheat, gooseneck 
and red-top cane were more adapta-
ble crops for the amount of rain in 
Castro County than the corn that is 
seen today, Woodburn said. 

"Corn has broke more people," 
Woodburn said. "It needs the water. 

But water 20 times and you have to 
go to the bank. By the time you've 
watered five times, you've already 
lost your money. Water three times 
and shut it off if you want to make 
any money for your trouble." 

Circular irrigation is cheaper be-
cause it gives more control over the 
flow and position of the water, 
Woodburn said. 

As a boy, Woodburn started his 
farming with the go-devil pulled by 
two mules. The go-devil was on 
skids and had knives along the 
sides. It allowed for farming down 
in the furrows which helped hold 
moisture in the soil. 

"Plus, a go-devil got rid of all the 
weeds and saved the plants while 
wrapping the cotton in dirt around 
the stalk," Woodburn said. 

Despite technological advance-
ments in farm machinery, the fin-
gers on new machines are just like 
the ones on the original go-devils, 
Woodburn said. 

"They haven't been able to im-
prove on that," Woodburn said. 

During the 40s when gasoline 
was scarce, mules took over for the 
tractor on the Woodburn farm and 
they had to use the little 6-foot 
combines. 

"We would still use the tractor to 
list with it, to dig the big, deep 
furrows," Woodburn said. "Using 
the little 6-foot combines with the 
tractor, it would pay for itself for 
renting out." 

Despite his complaints about 
tractors in general, Woodburn said 



THE "CORNER DRUG STORE" was always one 
of the favorite spots of county residents in the early 
1930s and one of the post popular was Reynolds 
Drug Store, which was owned by Carlos and Annie 

Reynolds. It was located on the corner where 
Harman's Dept. Store is today. Iva (Reynolds) 
Huckabay and Ercen Umberson (brother-in-law of 
Carlos) were the clerks. 

Interest in irrigation 
developed in 1935-36 

s" 

Goose & Gander 
Country Crafts 

647-5669 
OW vow A. 
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THE FRANK BAUMAN GARAGE, located in Hart, was the first 
garage with a mechanic service in Hart. Constructed by Frank 
Bauman, with the help of his father, Joseph, the garage was operated 
until 1943. Bauman re-opened the garage in 1945 and for a time, his 
son worked , with him. Later it was operated by his son and son-in-
law, Joseph Bauman and Lyndall Warren. 

Hereford 
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Bauman opens garage; 
is Hart's first mechanic 

sine, A.C. Hawks, J.E. Andrews, 
LE. Springer and others. 

C.G. Maples, W.A. Hunter and 
Sons and 0. Stephens also installed 
irrigation plants on their farms in 
the Jumbo Community in 1936. 

Hunter and Sons opened two 
wells on their land, W.E. Durree 
and R.E. Cades at Hart installed 

A machine designed to pick up 
cotton left by strippers was con-
structed by R.E. "Bob" Steffens of 
Nazareth in 1961. 

Steffens, who worked on the 
machine for several years, still has 
some work to do on it, but it picked 

(Good thru 
Dec. 7 only)  

plants and another project near 
Summerficld was installed by Mr. 
Muncy. 

The 1936 story said that irriga-
tion projects were "more or less 
experimental," and it was expected 
that it would be quite a while 
before the country would be irriga-
ted on a large scale. 

up as much as a hundred pounds 
and more per acre of cotton nor-
mally plowed back under. Although 
he had a patent pending, Steffens 
said he didn't plan to produce the 
machine commercially when he 
was intereviewed by the News in 
1962. 

Part of the work on the machine 
required Steffens to go to Victoria 
to have a sheet of quarter-inch steel 
rolled into a cylinder. 

At first appearance, it was a 
complex machine, although the 
principle is simple. Pulled by a 
tractor and operated by a power 
takeoff, it was essentially a drum 
rolling against the direction of pull 
several inches off the ground. 

On the drum were attached 
scores of small saw segments 
which are attached to the surface of 
the drum at one end. As the drum 
rotated, the saw segments dropped 
their loose ends they rotated to the 
bottom, dragging their teeth along 
the ground, snagging loose cotton 
bolls and scraps. The cotton was 
carried up and over on the surface 
of the drum by the saw segments 
where it was brushed off and car-
ried through a chute back to the 
trailer. 

In the 1962 interview, Steffens 
said he was still encountering some 
difficulties and he planned to work 
on his machine some more. 

There are other machines, which 
were still in the experimental stage, 
which did this type of work, but 
most had design limitations which 
had kept them off the market. 

Steffens farmed seven miles 
north and a half of a mile west of 
Nazareth. 

Frank Bauman moved to Hart in 
1928 and with his father, Joseph 
Bauman, built a garage and became 
the town's only mechanic. 

Born in Okarche, Okla., the son 
of Joseph and Mary Bauman, Frank 
was 28 yen old when he moved to 
Hart. He had a brother and seven 
sisters. 

Joseph had built the family 
home, which today is located at 
302 Seventh Street, and when it 
was completed, his wife, Mary, 
joined him and her son, Frank. 

Frank, Joseph and Mary lived in 
the house for many years. On Sept. 
13, 1929, Mary died, but Joseph 
continued to live there until he died 
on Sept. 28, 1934. Frank married 
Martha Huseman on May 26, 1930, 
in Nazareth. 

A dealer for Dempster imple-
ments, Frank also operated a Phil-
lips 66 wholesale dealership in con-
nection with his garage and farm-
ing interests. 

In 1943, Frank closed the garage 
to work at Pantex near Amarillo, 
but he returned to Hart and re-
opened the garage in 1945. 

For a time, his son, Joseph Bau-
man, worked with him. Then 
Joseph Bauman (Frank's son) and 
Lyndall Warren took over and 
operated the garage. (Lyndall had 
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Castro County farmers started 
showing interest in irrigation dur-
ing 1935 and 1936, and several 
farmers installed irrigation systems 
during that period. 

An April 30, 1936, story printed 
in the Castro County News, re-
vealed the interested in irrigation 
projects showed a marked increase 
in the county during the previous 
12-month period. 

A number of farm owners had 
drilled irrigation wells and installed 
pumping equipment in the shallow 
water areas of the county in 1936. 

The article indicates that the ma-
jority of the new wells were dug 
near the Frio Community. Farmers 
who resided in that area who in-
stalled the then experimental devi-
ces were Henry Allman, Mr. Bur- 

During the Centennial Year, 
we're offering 

25% Off 
of art supplies 

to help you have 
a really decorative 

celebration! 

County farmer invented machine 
to pick up cotton left by stripper 
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married Frank and Martha's daugh-
ter, Patsy.) 

Frank bought farmland west of 
Hart and farmed for several years. 
After he retured, he leased it out. 
He died on Oct. 21, 1973, and 
Martha died in March 1990. 

Martha had worked part time at 
the post office in Hart (from 1946 
to 1947), and worked at Brooks' 
Grocery Store for a year. She also 

worked -tor Lindsey Gin Company 
as a bookkeeper and weigher, and 
held a similar position for Co-op 
Gin in 1956 and 1957. She worked 
at Hart Gin Company, also. 

In addition to their son and 
daughter, Joseph and Patsy, Frank 
and Mary Bauman had a second 
daughter,Antoinette Bendy, who 
now lives in Dimmitt. Joseph lives 
in Lubhbock. 

AND SONS 

Congratulations, 
Castro County! 

We've been offering our fine 
products since 1983, and 
we're proud to serve you! 

We're a "growing yard," starting with 
young cattle and letting them grow and 
fatten. We perform pre-conditioning, 
cattle feeding and custom processing. 

Have we got a 
new century for you! 

As we complete the first century for Dimmitt and Castro 
County, we'd like to say, we're glad to serve our 
customers growing needs. We've been serving you 
since 1975. 

We're proud to be a part of Castro 
County since 1988, and want to wish all 
a Happy 100th Birthday! 

101 E. Bedford, Dimmitt 
647-2650 

Sandra Clark, Owner 
Darlene Dowell and 

Darlene Wooten, Salespersons 

LN Feed Yard 
Fred Lookingbill, Owner; Kelly Lookingbill; Sandy Lookingbill 

647-5427 



Let's Celebrate! 
We've taken care of your pets and stock since 1969, and 

we appreciate your patronage. 
We look forward to the start of a new century for Dimmitt 

and Castro County. 
Happy 100th Birthday! 

Dimmitt Veterinary Clinic 
and 

Dimmitt Veterinary Supply 
N. Hwy. 385 • 647-2149 

EARLY-DAY RESIDENT—The skull of the first 
prehistoric mammoth ever discovered in the county 
lies exposed below an eroded bar ditch of a dirt 

road near the Frio Draw. The Imperial Mammoth 
skull was discovered in 1988. 	Photo by Don Nelson 

FINAL TOUCHES—Wayland Baptist University's 
art professor, Candace Keller, puts finishing 
touches on the display area for the Imperial 
Mammoth Exhibit at the Llano Estacado Museum 

in Plainview. The exhibit houses the restored and 
preserved skull and tusks of an Imperial Mam-
moth, which was discovered near the Frio Draw in 
Castro County in 1988. 

A  so 
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Happy 100th Birthday 

8 	Castro County News  

A mammAuOust ih discovery 
Frio Draw yields animal skull and tusks 10,000+ years old 

—EDO Owen, Prekstork Alulna]] 

ning along the west side of the road 
was a cluster of gigantic teeth. 

The teeth were sent to Dr. Jack 
Hughes in Canyon, professor emer-
itus of archeology at West Texas 

Keep on Truckin', 
Castro County! 

We're proud to have served you 
for the last nine years. 

di04117 "uMAZAaETM °Joe Drerup, 05Owner 
Plat 

ca320iteJOE S 
TRUCKING 

Nazareth • 945-2205 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Informa-
tion for this article was taken 
from a series of stories written by 
News Publisher Don Nelson in 
1988, when the archeological dis-
covery was made.) 

Every time there's a heavy rain, 
you can expect a stretch of unpaved 
road that runs down the southern 
slope of the Frio Draw to wash out. 

That's what it did in the spring 
of 1987. Rainwater rushing toward 
the draw carved tons of earth out of 
the road and its adjoining ditches. 
Some of the erosion cuts were four 
or five inches deep. 

That's where of Castro County's 
most memorable, and largest, ar-
cheological find was unearthed. 

Lying exposed in the ditch run- 

State University. Also contacted 
about the teeth was Dennis Lomas, 
who had helped unearth several 
prehistoric animals near Portales 
and Clovis. Dr. Hughes and Lomas 
both were fairly sure the teeth were 
those of a mastadon. 

Later, when the POW Chapel 
was being restored, Lon Woodburn, 
a member of the Castro County 
Historical Commission, took Eddie 
Guffee, director of the Llano Esta-
cado Museum in Plainview, to the 
spot where the teeth were found. 

Guffee spotted the tip of a tusk 
and that's when the excavation pro-
cess started. 

After work was completed at the 
chapel, Guffee and Woodburn 
started digging out around the tusk, 
and Guffee said he didn't expect to 
find more than the tusk, but the 
farther we dug, the more of the 
mammoth they discovered. 

They kept digging farther, fol-
lowing the tusk to the skeletal tusk-
cap, then uncovering the second 
tusk, and finally digging down to 
the Skull. 

Guffee notified the Texas Histor-
ical Commission that he had a 
confirmed archeological discovery 
and was about to excavate and that 
the finding was on public land. 
That brought it under the jurisdic-
tion of the Texas Antiquities Com-
mission. 

The excavation team started dig-
ging May 13, 1988, and worked 

most of the day to enlarge the area 
of the dig and mark off the site in 
30-inch squares. 

Archeologists and museum 
scientists from Plainview, Lubbock 
and Austin carefully unearthed the 
ancient skull from a washed-out bar 
ditch along a dirt road half a mile 
north of the Frio Draw channel. 
The base of the skull was about 
seven feet below road level and 10 
feet below the surface of the field 
alongside the bar ditch. 

From the curvature of the tusks, 
the scientists tentatively identified 
the skull as that of an adult Mani-
muthus imperatur, or Imperial 
Mammoth, a 12,00-lb. prehistoric 
cousin of the elephant. They said 
the shaggy animal, which stood 13 
ft. high at the shoulder, roamed this 
area during the Pleistocene Age, 
grazing on lush plants on the allu-
vial plain here when rainfall was 
about 40 inches a year and the 
climate was much cooler than it is 
today. 

They said the skull is at least 
10,000 years old and could be as 
old as 130,000 years. 

Once the skull was excavated, it 
was loaded onto a hay mattress on 
Don Moke's flatbed trailer. The 
skull was stored overnight in the 
Precinct 3 barn, then it was towed 
to Plainview, where it was restored. 
The two-ton skull and tusks was 
unailed in an Imperal Mammoth 
exhibit at Wayland Baptist Univer-
sity's Museum of the Llano Estaca-
do in Plainview in April 1989, and 
it is on permanent display there. 

In preparing the find for the 
permanent exhibit, the fossilized 
bone was cleaned, patched and sta-
bilized to prevent further deteriora-
tion. 
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Thank You, 
Castro County! 

lister 

We started our business here four years ago to 
provide remodeling, painting, carpentry, fencing and 
home repair services. 

The people of Dimmitt and Castro County have 
been very good to Bonnie and me, and a pleasure to 
work with. 

We appreciate your business and your friendship. 

Serving the 
Hart area 

since 1963! 
J. B. Allensworth, Manager 

Saul Miller, Butcher; Juanita Allensworth, Produce; 
Gloria Ponce, Checker & Bookkeeper; 

Sylvia Tonorio, Checker; Ricky Godino, Stocker; 
Chris Jones, Checker & Stocker 

Let's all enjoy our county's Centennial together, 
and work together to build an even greater county in 
the future! 

James Cobb 
General Home Repairs & Improvements 

310 NW Fourth St., Dimmitt 	 647-5320 
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647-2151 
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We've been serving the farmers of Castro County for 
42 years with agricultural equipment that traces its 
lineage back to Cyrus McCormick. 

Hays Implement Co. got its start in March 1944 when 
A. C. "Charlie" Hays bought the International Harvester 
dealership here from Edgar "Unk" Ramey and Ernest 
Harmon. Two years later, Charlie's brother Jim became 
a partner. Jim became the sole owner in 1969, and his 
son David, became the manager in 1975. Jim's second 
son, Doug, joined the firm in 1976, and his youngest 
son, Norman, joined in 1979. 

We moved in our present 32,000 sq. ft. building at FM 
3215 and US 385 in 1976. 

MUNATIONAL 

Ours is the oldest continuous farm-implement dealer-
ship in Castro County. But we feel like the youngest, be-
cause our major brand, Case International, is the 
newest in America. 

Also, we're still adding new products and services. 
We've expanded to include name-brand automotive 
parts and a complete True Value Hardware Store. 

1969—Charlie Hays (foreground) retires and turns over the keys to his brother and 
longtime partner, Jim. Jim's sons—David, Doug and Norman—all are now associated 
with the company. 

We're proud to be serving this great area, and we are 
happy to pay tribute to those who have made our coun-
ty great. Happy 100th Birthday, Castro County! 

Our present building, completed in 1976 

HART 

NAZARETH 

Serving Castro County Since 1944 
Hwy. 385 & FM 3215, Dimmitt 
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THE FIRST TRAIN which arrived in Castro 
County was greeted by a throng of curiousity 
seekers when it stopped in Hart and Dimmitt on 
Nov. 21, 1928. The first train which stopped here 

was operated by Fort Worth and South Plains 
Railway and it included three passenger railroad 
cars carrying officials from the company. 

First train arrives 
here Nov. 21, 1928 

The history of a community 
is tied to the financial progress 

of its citizens. 

We're grateful to have played 
a part in helping our customers 
through the years, and we look 

forward to future advances as well. 

Dillon-Gage, Inc. 
Dimmitt • 647-5116 

We're getting 'wired' 
for a great new century! 

We are glad to have 
served our many cus- 

tomers in Castro County 
since 1985. Thank you 

for your patronage. 

Danny and Donna Newton, Owners 
Lannette Flores, Secretary 
Robert Green, Electrician 
Roy Gonzales, Plumber 

Newton 
Electric 

Dimmitt • 647-2536 

We're pretty "corny," 
but our good wishes 

are sincere for a 
Happy 100th 
Anniversary! 

Frito-Lay, Inc. 
Southwest Corn Handling Division 

364-3811 

We're bidding 
for high hopes 
for your future, 

and we appreciate 
the opportunity 

to serve you. 

TEA  LIVESTOCK  , 

•

AUCT10,NittssTAI  INC. E,3  

I 	I  
Mks 

TEXAS  

Route 3, Box 3, Tulia, TX 79088 
806-995-4181 
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Local WIFE group works 
to promote family farm 

The first railroad was known as 
the Fort Worth and South Plains 
Railway, a company owned by the 
Burlington System. Later it became 
the Fort Worth and Denver Rail-
road, then Burlington-Northern. 

The first three passenger cars 
which pulled into Hart and Dimmitt 
in 1928 carried officials of the 
railroad company including F.E. 
Clarity, vice president and general 
manager. 

Schools were closed so the stu-
dents could greet the special trains. 

One story in Castro County His-
tory, Vol. 1, about the "day the train 

The celebration held when the 
train arrived was one of the biggest 
in the history of the county and it 
started early that morning with a 
breakfast served in the courthouse. 
The celebration continued into the 
night, as special trains continued 
arriving. 

Jack Hall was the first depot 
agent at Hart and the first train 
schedule called for the train to run 
every day and remain in Hart every 
night_ The history book says the 
early train had one coach and the 
freight car, and as the demand for 
grain cars increased, more freight 
cars were added. 

The history book explains that 
Hart was denied consideration as a 
stop along the railroad until an 
inspection of the area was made by 
Fort Worth and Denver officials in 
1925. The account in the history 
book reveals that a test run was 
made with a locomotive to try out 
the road prior to the day the first 
train arrived. L.J. Rice was given a 
ride on the test run by Bob Morris, 
civil engineer. 

The railroad ran from Estelline 
to Plainview to Lubbock, and the 
new branch ran from Plainivew to 
Hart and Dimmitt and back. 

According to the history book, 
many residents used the train regu-
larly, including Hazel Merritt, who 
saved her parents a trip to Canyon 
by riding the train home each 
weekend. 

HART 

In November 1985, a few local 
women met with a group of women 
from the Hale Center area to learn 
about a new farm organization for 
women—Women Involved in Farm 
Economics. 

The group decided to organize a 
local chapter of WIFE that day and 
Lois Wales was elected as pres-
ident while Sue Boozer was named 
secretary-treasurer. 

In January 1986 WIFE was offi-
cially organized with Charlene 
Hunter being elected vice president 
and Carolyn Watts earning the title 
of reporter. 

The purpose and intent of WIFE 
was discussed and adopted at the 
first meeting. 

WIFE is a grassroots organiza-
tion that strives to achieve profita-
bility for agriculture through educa-
tion, legislation and communica-
tion, according to Wales. 

The group's purpose is to pro-
mote family farming and provide 
rural America with a better stan-
dard of living, and to be a good 
ambassor for agriculture. 

It didn't take long for the group 
to realize there were many issues 
and projects that needed attention. 
Many long hours were spent on 
preparing for the National WIFE 
convention that was held in Lub-
bock. Other projects during the 
group's first year were working on 
farm credit stress in family farm-
ing, new labor laws in agriculture 
and working to keep the first high 
level nuclear waste dump from be-
ing put in Deaf Smith County. 

The local chapter became very 
active in sponsoring informative 
programs about the dangers and 
problems associated with the high 
level waste dump site, and the 
many implications it would have 
for the agriculture industry here if 
the Hereford site was selected. 
Many letters and phone calls were 
made to Washington, D.C. and 
Austin, in an effort to halt the 
project. 

For one month, WIFE teamed 
with Texas Corn Growers Associa- 
tion and sponsored a booth at the 
state fair in Dallas. At the fair, 
55,000 signatures were collected 
against the nuclear dump. The peti-
tions were later taken to Washing-
ton, D.C., where they were present-
ed to then Vice President George 
Bush. 

Also, a successful community-
wide fundraiser for the Nuclear 
Waste Task Force was held. 

Most of 1989 was spent on acti-
vities centered on keeping the 
dump out of the area, and in De-
cember of that year, Congress vo-
ted to place the dump in Nevada. 

In Nov. of 1987, Wales, Pat 
Bagley and Marie Winders attend-
ed a WIFE-sponsored ethanol con-
frence in Denver, Colo., and that 
meeting kicked off a new project 
that is ongoing today. 

Mary Emma Matthews took over 
as president that year while Bagley 
was named vice president, and Nell 
Ingram was elected secretary-trea-
surer. 

The chapter worked on ethanol  

issues among others and many 
meetings were attended, showing 
off the benefits of ethanol products. 

At the meetings, breads, cakes 
and cookies were baked and served 
to guests to promote ethanol be-
cause distillers dried grain, which is 
a by-product of ethanol, and is 
composed of fiber and protien, was 
added to the baked goods to en-
hance the flavor and nutrition. 

The chapter has promoted ethan-
ol at the state fair by setting up 
displayes in the Texas Corn Grow-
ers Association's booth for the past 
three years. 

Many letters, phone calls and 
testimonies have been given in an 
attempt to getting an ethanol indus-
try started in Texas. 

There are four major cities in 
Texas that must have a plan to 
clean up their air by 1992 and 
WIFE believes ethanol is the solu-
tion, Wales said. She adds that an 
ethanol industry also could help 
rural economic development. 

Many issues have been been ad- 

dressed by the local WIFE chapter, 
including organizing a plastics re-
cycling project in the City of Dim-
mitt, a project that is still being 
promoted today. 

The current WIFE president, Ba-
gley; Ysleta Ball, vice president; 
and Wales, secretary-treasurer, and 
the rest of the group are fighting 
the addition of a plutonium plant or 
uranium enrichment plant to the 
Pantex Plant in Amarillo. 

"This could destroy our clean 
water, air and soil, and could eli-
minate the agriculture industry—all 
for the sake of a few new jobs," 
Wales said, adding that it is the 
WIFE chapter's goal to educate and 
build an awareness in the area 
about the implications of the "so-
called expansion of Pantex." 

Wales stressed that the local 
WIFE chapter is committed to the 
importance of the family farm and 
it strongly believes that a good 
agricultural economy will insure a 
better future for America. 

Trains are wonderful . . . To 
travel by train is to see nature and 
human beings, towns and churches 
and rivers, in fact, to see life. 

Agatha Christie 
Flirting, Courting 

Banns Up, Marriage 

Three passenger railroad cars 
filled with officials from the Fort 
Worth and South Plains Railway 
pulled into the city of Hart on Nov. 
21, 1928, then made its way to 
Dimmitt, where hoards of people 
awaited its arrival at a small rail-
way station. 

The arrival of the train marked 
the completion of the first railroad 

through the county, and also a 
major milestone in our history. 

After all, if it weren't for the 
railroad, which today is owned by 
Burlington-Northern, we probably 
wouldn't have the major industries 
we do today such as American 
Fructose Corp., Goodpasture, Inc. 
and Cargill, Inc. and the major 
grain handling facilities would have 
to rely on trucking to ship their 
products 

When the train first arrived here 
in 1928, Hart was just a small 
struggling village with a store, 
church, school, a new filling station 
and three or four houses. 



head, and turn out more than half 
a million finished cattle each year. 
Our county ranks No. 2 in Texas 
(second only to Deaf Smith 
County) in the number of cattle on 
feed. 

Beef was Castro County's first 
commercial product. The first cattle 
herds here—brought in by J. W. 
Carter, our original settler, by the 
Mashed-0 and Springlake 
divisions of the XIT, and 
others—provided grass-fed beef 
for northern markets. 

Castro County News 
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If they could 
see us now ... 

Cattle continued to be raised and 
fed on a small scale through the 
years until the 1960s, when the 
advent of large feedlots brough 
about a rebirth of the cattle 
industry here. 

Today, Castro County's large 
feedlots (5,000 head or more) 
have a total capacity of 272,000 

We're proud to be a part of this 
dynamic industry during Castro 
County's Centennial year. And we 
can't help wondering: What would 
those first cattlemen have thought 
if they could see us now? 

Bar-G Feedyard in Summerfield is 
the largest cattle-feeding operation 
in the county, with a capacity of 
70,000 head and an annual turnout 
of 179,000 fed cattle. 

Bar-G Feedyard 
Summerfield 357-2241 
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