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Dam Dedication Saturday
Saturday will be a historical 

<iay for Robert L«ee residents and 
many other West Texans, as a 
large crowd is expected feeithe 
dedication of the new Robert Lee 
Dam and E. V. Spence Reservoir. 
The ceremonies will be held im
mediately upstream from the 
north end of the dam.

The dedication speaker will be 
Representative Omar Burleson, 
c  ngressman from this district. 
The program will begin at 1 30 
pm. Prior to the program, a bar-

catron ceremonies.
The dam was started in the 

fall of 1966 after Clement Bros, 
of Hickory, N. C., were tfce suc
cessful bidders with an offer to 
build the dam for $8,6811,440. 
Terry Construction Co. of Green
ville, S. C., was a subcontractor 
and 'lid much o f the construction.

The dam is over four miles long 
and rises to a height of 136 feet 
above the stream bed. It is 28 
feet wide at the crown. The 
The lake's capacity is 488,769

beetle lunoh will be served at feet, which is 159.2 billion
noon. Tickets have been on sale j gaUonB. A totiU of 14,9V) acres of
tor the lunch for m re than a land will be inundated when the
week at the aity hall in Robert ; water is at spillway level, and
Lee. The ticket sale was closed |aj(e has a shoreline of 137

A  Last Look at the River Above Robert Lee

School Tax Valuations Due Raise
Tax valuations in the Robert 

Lee School District will be raised 
for 1969, if wishes of the board 
of trustees are carried through.

This announcement was made 
this week as a result of the de
feat of a proposed tax rate in
crease last Saturday. The pro
posal to increase the maintenance 
tax i ate for the school district to 
$1.50 per $100 valuation was vot
ed down by a handful of persons 
who bothered to get out and vote. 
The count was 46 for and 57 
against.

School officials said that addi
tional money is necessary for the 
operati n of the school at levels 
now maintained, and the election 
was called so the maximum $1.50 
tax rate could be used for opera
tion and an additional levy not to 
exceed 50 cents per $100 could be 
levied to Like care of bond pay
ments.

Since the proposal wras voted 
down, school oficials say that a

Soils Team Tops 
In State Contest

Coke County entries wore vic
torious in the State 4-H Clubs 
contests held in College Station 
last week.

The county soil judging team, 
led by Lane Beaty, was high 
team in the State contest. Lane 
was second high individual in the 
contest. A. J. Roe, III, Edwin 
IJndsey and Mark Matlock were 
the other team members.

VVristwatches are awarded the 
top 12 individuals that have not 
won a watch previously. A. J. 
nnd Edwin joined Irano in receiv
ing one of the twelve watches 
awarded.

Deone Derrick, a member of 
the Robert l-*v* Future I readers 
4-H C3ub brought home a blue 

Continued on Bar k Page

30 por cent increase in valuations 
is necessary to raise the addi- J 
tional money needed. Valuations 
are now placed at approximately
33 1-3 per cent of market value, 
and the increase will put them at 

! about 45 per cent.
| N tices are being mailed this
! week to taxpayers announcing 
the intention to increase the val- 
p Lions.

A board of equal lzati,. n headed 
by Frank Percifull will meet at 
10 a.rn. on June 25 in the com- 
must oners court rocm to htsar

Wednesday afternoon.
In addition to Congressman 

Buries, n, other state and national 
dignitaries have been invited and 
are expected to attend.

Robert Lee Dam was built by 
the Colorado River Municipal 
Water District, headquartered in 
Big Spring. The district has con
tracts to sell water to a number 
of West Texas cities, including 
Odessa, Midland, Big Spring, 
Snyder and Stanton. In the lust 
few months San Angelo also has 
made arrangements to buy water 
from the Coke County Ixike.

O. H. I vie, general managin’ of 
the ClRMWD, said last week that 
he is looking for a large crowd 
to attend the luncheon and dedi

miles.

matters which local taxpayers 
care to bring before the board. A
similar meeting will be held at f ' f t l J s  H c r 6
the same time and place on June ‘
27 to hoar from oil and other in- 
dm trial taxpayers of the district.

School officials had hoped the 
increase in tax rate would pass, 
as they considered this method 
c : incieasing school revenues
more desirable than raising val
uation.®. However, they stated be
forehand that a valuation in
crease would be necessary if the 
election failed.

Biggest measurement reported 
to the Observer from the rain 
that fell in this area Monday 
night was 1.6 inches south of Ro
bert Lee and at Silver. Sanco grit 
almost as much, reporting 1.4 
inches.

Robert Lee came up with an 
even' 1 inch, as did the Hayrick 
and Blackwell areas. The Divide 
community had .8 inch.

.MISS SrZANXH McEURNETT 
...on training assignment hen*

COKE BOVS WIN — The 
Coke County Soil E initiation 
Team won high te*uu honor at 
the 1969 State 4-11 Roundup

held at Texas AAM University 
•tune ,1-4. Shown left to right 
an* Edwin IJndsrv, L a n e  
Beaty, A. •). Roe III, Mark Mat-

lock, ami Sterling IJmlsey, the 
coach and Coke Count) Agri
cultural Agent. They are all 
from Robert Î *e.

Special Edition 
On RL Dam, Lake

This edition of The Robert Lee 
Obsrver has been prepared in 
recognition of the completion and 
dedication of Rf*bert Lee Dam 
and E. V Spence Reservoir. It 
contains much information about 
the lake and dam, as well as 
about the Colorado River Munioi- 
pel Water District.

We are deeply indebted to Joe 
Pickle, editor of the Big Spring 
Herald and secretary of fRJTWI*, 
fbr his generous help in supply
ing tis with pictures and infor
mation for stories.

Also, we wish to thank Ulmer 
Bird, f  rmer Observer publisher, 
who did a great deal of research 
ti> write the history of the strug
gle to secure a dam on the Colo
rado. His article will be contin
ued in next week’s Observe-.

And, of course, we are indebt
ed to our advertiser’s, without 
whose support this edition would 
have been impossible.

Indians Lose Tilt 
To S. C. Astros

Robert Lee Indians Inst a 
game Tuesday night to the Ster
ling City Astros 14-5. The con
test was played here.

Four pitchers were used In the 
effort to slow down the visitors, 
including Tom Jones, Craig Bes
son t , Tommy Black and Tim Rx>- 
W’oldt. Besscnt and Ricky Mash- 
bum worked behind the fdate

Allen Rowoldt is manager of
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LAKE SPENCE PRESENTS 
NEW PIPELINE PROBLEMS

Solid rock and treacherous 
sand have plagued pipellners on 
the west end of the Colorado Riv
er Municipal Water District sys
tem. A new problem, that of 
terrain, has arisen on the east 
end.

Red Draw, a neck of the new 
Luke E. V. Spence, lias a drop 
of 112 feet with 450 feet hori
zontal distance, then rises steep
ly to top a 41-foot hill, drops 
suddenly 43 feet, then rises again 
103 feet in a distance of 500 
feet. '
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TUESDAY BRIDLE t'L l B

The Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 
Club met June 3 in the h<xne of 
Mis. R. L. Flanagan. Eight mem
bers and four visitors were pre
sent. Mis. Dale W’ojtek won 
high, Mrs. Kred McCabe Jr., was 
second high, and Mrs. Sherman 
Wiliams won the bingo prize.

The club will meet next in the 
home of Mrs. Cumbie Ivey. Jr. 
on June 17.

BE WISE. INVEST REGULARLY
IN U. S. SAVINGS BONDS.

Insurance &  Real Estate
All type* of Insurance: Fire, 
('uNiialty, Crop Hail & life. 
Town A Rural Property, give 
u* your real estate listings. 
Phone Blackwell *82-2291 or 
Bronte 473-3011.

O. T . Colvin 

Martin N. Lee

Patronize Our Advertisers

One Year in Advance .................................... .................................... $3.59
Six Months ..................... .................................................................... $2.00

Outside Subscriptions
One Year in Advance ...................................... ............. ...... ..... .....  $4.50
Six Months ............................................ ..... ......... .......... ...............  $2.50

Millican Family Has Annual Reunion
Descendants of Mr. and Mrs. D. 

F. Millican. early settlers in the 
Edith community, gathered at Uie 
home uf Mr. and Mi's. Allen 
Young on the Oirlstoval high
way. Mrs Young is the former 
Ada Mae Burk.

The children of Mr and Mrs 
Millican are William M Millican 
of Robert Lee. Mrs. Lon (Louisa) 
Linney of San Angelo, Chris C. 
Millican of Robert Lee and Mrs. 
Henry i Rachel) Burk of San An-

B E S T
W I S H E S

To

Our Friends
in

Robert Lee
W e Are Proud of 

Your New Lake

E. P. Talbott Co.
Standard Oil Products 

Butane —  Propane

Ballinger

gelo. Deceased aiv Charlie Mil
lican. Pleas W. Millican and Ada 
Millican Walker.

Attending were Mr. and Mrs. 
HtAvard Milican. Beverly and 
Paul. Odessa; Mr and Mrs. 
Charles Blake. Houston; Mir. and 
Mrs. Cloven Walls and Ronnie, 
Evant. Mrs Vera Millicar Brod- 
nex, Stephenville; Mr. and Mrs. 
Duane Conger and Debbie. Ze- 
pher; Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Hop
kins and Sandy, Mrs. Lillian Mil
lican Blair. Duane and Becky, all 
of Sterling City.

Attending from San Angelo 
were Mr and Mrs. Allen Young 
and Burk. Mr and Mrs. Bud Har
mon. Theresa and Betsy, Mr. and 
Mrs Henry (Rachel) Burk. Mr. 
and Mi's. Cecil Hanford and Pat
sy, Mirs La Rue Smith and Gary, 
Mr and Mrs. J. D. Burk and 
Mike. Mr. and Mrs. Runny Reed 
and T>xi. Mr. and Mrs Paul Burk 

i and Allison. Mr. and Mrc. Jim 
York, Kim and Matt, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Burk, Jr. and Paige. 
Mr. and Mrs John D .Burk and 
Jolin David. Leon A. Burk. Sr., 
and Misses Brenda and Mylyna 
Burk.

Robert I>ee residents attending 
were William M. Millican, Mr. i 
and Mrs Chris Millican. Mr. and 
Mrs Fin us Milican and Sue Ann. 
Mr ami Mrs Elton Millican, 
Marshall and Trov. Mr. and Mi's. 
t>. J. Walker, Sharon. Rebecca, 
Audrey and Orndy.

Also Mir and Mrs. Conrad Mil
lican. Jarrel, Sherry, Steven. Tim 
and Elaine of Water Valley. Visi
tors ware Darrel and Short Pit- 
.XH'k of Sanco ami Mrs Beatrice 
Seay of San Angelo, who is a 
cousin of the Millican children.

j Patronize Our Advertisers

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
and

E.  V.  S P E N C E  R E S E R V O I R  
Are Assets to West Texas 

We Are Proud to Congratulate You

L L O Y D  B A I L E Y  F O R D  S A L E S
Ballinger

(lonqxatuiiatiom
to the CRMW’D

on completion of

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

This is real progress for West Texas

M A I N  D R U G
AND

M A I N  R A D I O  & T V
Winters, Texas

and our friends of 

C O K E  C O U N T Y  

on completion of the

Robert Lee Dam

Mac Oil Field
C O M P A N Y

Winters, Texas
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It’s New - at our Store
we now display complete — Hartz 

Mountain pet supplies.

Gandy’s Ice Cream
5 Qt. Bucket

$1.69
G A N D Y ’ S F R O Z A N  - - >/2 Gal Crt, 39c
MORTON’S TV DINNERS - - - Each 39c
Wholesun Frozen Lemonade, 60z. Can - 2 for 25c
D K LM O XTK

Big Machines Clear Out An Area

MARY LACKEY GOING 
TO GIRL SC OCT CAMP

Mary Lackey is among the Girl 
Scouts who are preparing to at
tend the first session at Camp 
Boothe Oaks near Sweetwater be
ginning June 22.

During their week at camp the 
girls will have daily swimming 
inst ruction, cook-out on an open 
fire, hike to Lake Trammel and 
participate in a wide vaiiety of 
out door events.

Registrations are now being 
taken for Session II, June 29 — 
July 12. For further information, 
write the girl scout office, p. O. 
Box 5586, Abilene.

LINDA IM-rVKL RECEIVES 
DEGREE AT SAN MARCOS

SAN MARCOS —  A Itobert 
Lee student. Linda K. Heuvel, 
was among the more than 900 
candidates for degrees awarded 
in commencement ceremonies at 
Southwest Texas State College on 
May 28.

The January and May grad
uates receiving diplomas heard 
an address by Houston attorney 
Roy Willbem, president of the 

I SWT Ex-Students Association.
Mias Heuvel. daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Lewis E. Heuvel of Ro
bert Lee, received a bachelor of 
arts degree.

Pink Pineapple - Grapefruit Drink, 46 Oz. - 3 for 89c

Folger’s Coffee lb. can 69c
Delmonte Garden Peas, 303 Size Can •
Delmonte Cut Green Beans, 303 Size Can 
Delmonte Golden Corn, 303 Size Can - 
Delmonte Chunk Tuna, Flat Can - -

Gladiola Flour

4 for 99c 
4 for 89c 
4 for 89c 
3 for 89c

10 Lb. Bag

98c
12c OFF LABEL

S I L K  T O I L E T  T I S S U E  - 4 Roll Pkg. 35c 
REYNOLDS WRAP (Heavy Duty) - 25’xl8” Roll 55c 
S C O T T O W E L S  - - - - Large Roll 33c
Pint Size

Coca Cola $ hot. rtn. 79c
D R .  P E P P E R

-f- Depnwit

6 Bot. Crt. Pint Size 59c
4. Deposit

Robert Lee i
AND

F R E S H  C O R N  - - - 
R U S S E T  S P U D S  - - 
C A R R O T S  .............

Per Ear 5c 
10 Lb. Bag 19c 
1 Lb. Bag 10c

CRMWD Bam a 18 Oz. Glass

Red Plum Jam 3 for $1.00
The New

T A S T Y  C H E E S E  F O O D  - 2 Lb.Box 73c
R O B E R T  L E E  D A M i F R E S H  P O R K  C H O P S - - - Lb. 69c1

Is a Fine Asset for Our Area H O R M E L  B A C O N  - - 2 Lb. Pkg. $1.391 LOIN END PORK ROAST - - - - Lb. 65c

BEST WISHES FROM Prices Effective June 12th, 13th & 14th

D R Y
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  C o m p a n y

Winters, Texas

West 
Grocery

mm a
H1SIIOP

PHONE
4S.Y5151
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Education Improvement Rill Passed
Seven out of eight bills to tm-  ̂

prove Texas schools were passed 
in the recent session of the Texas 
Legislature, ITesident Garland 
Davis told members of the BCD 
at its Tuesday meeting Davis 
H a u l the new laws should be in- 
Htrumental in improving Texas' 
standing in the educational pro
gram of the nation.

Supt Jimmy Biekley gave a 
short report on the defeated pro
posal to raise the school main
tenance tax rate to II 50 per $100 
valuation The measure was de
feated by 11 votes. 57-40. More 
information on this matter is in 
another story in this week's pa
per

Biekley also re polled on the 
construction program at the 
school. He said the work is com
ing along fine and that construc
tion of the new cafeteria and ag 
shop is almost completed. Class 
rooms have a long way to go, he 
added. and school officials hope 
that two or rmuv will be complet
ed by the opening of the 1969-70 
school term.

C C. Alien asked permission of 
the civic group to bring a pro
gram in the near future on the 
TYxas Water Plan which will be 
voted on in a constitutional 
amendment election Aug. 5.

The amendment would provide 
a $3 5 billior bond issue to pro

vide water for Texas. Eventually 
the plan calls for spending $10 
billion to achieve its purpose.

Allen attended a governor's 
meeting in Austin Monday, which 
was held to back the amendment. 
Attending the meeting were for
mer Governors John Oonnally 
and Price Daniel, along with Gov. 
Preston Smith. They all agreed 
on support of the plan

The water plan amendment is 
No. 2 on the ballot to be voted on 
Aug. 5.

Mayor Wilson Bryan announc
ed construction will start r<x>n on i 
a new lakeside home near the 
Lakeside Estates, south of Lake 
Spence.

Twelve members were present 1 
for the meeting.

P E R S O N A L S
Juanice Jameson of Eastland | 

was home on business two days 
this week. She is cashier in an 
Eastland restaurant.
Mr. and Mrs. Royce Wallace and 

children are vacationing in Ariz
ona this week. They are nlso vt- 
nting in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Copeland near Phoenix. !

Martha Kinsey and her cousin 
Belinda Zoot of ACC in Abilene 
spent the weekend here In the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley 
Kinsey.

Congratulations
C R M W I)

CLEMENT BROS.

TERRY CONSTRUCTION CO.

W e A r e  P r o u d . . .
of

R o b e r t  L e e  D a m
and

E . V.  S p e n e e  R e s e r v o i r

W E L C 0  M E 

To Coke County, Visitors

HISTORY IS M ADE EVERY D A Y  

OF EVERY YEAR

J U N E  14,  1 9 6 9  

is a red letter day in the history 

o f Coke Countvw

COKE COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SURVEY COMMITTEE

W e Spend Our Time Crowing About 

Coke County

.< i
»> I

FOUGHT FOR WATER— The 
late Robert Knierim of Hronte 
was one of the earliest pro
moter*. of a dam across the 
Colorado River in Coke Coun
ty. .Mr. Knierim was another 
Coke Countian who spent a 
great ileal of time and money 
out of his pocket In his work 
to bring water to this area.

Comanche Service 
For B. F. Beatv, 80

Funeral services were held in 
Comanche last Saturday at 2 p.m. 
for B. F. Beaty, 80. who died at 
10:15 p.m. Thursday in a nursing 
home there. The Rev. Allen 
Owens and the Rev. S. J. Isham 
officiated. Burial was in Newburg 
Cemetery.

He was the father of the Rev. 
Bill Beaty of R*>bert Lee.

He was bom Oct. 12, 1888, in 
Tennessee and was a retired far
mer and veteran of World War 1. 
He married Mattie Lee Cunning
ham Dec. 21, 1919, at Newburg. 
He was a member of the East 
Side Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife; four 
daughters, Mrs Walter Liar, and 
Mis. Wanda Brown, both of Co
manche, Mrs. Gerald Cozby of 
New Mexico and Mrs. Boyd 
Chandler of FV,rt Worth; two 
grandchildren and two great- 
sons, Melvin Beaty of Chicago, 
111, and the Rev. Beaty; 15 
grandchildren.

Debra and Steve Shoemaker 
are spending this week at Sher
man visiting Uieir grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs A. T. Shoemaker.

Mrs. Ruth Weathers of Lake 
Thomas, near Snyder, was a visi
tor in the home of Miss Minnie 
Weathers Sunday.

Pee Wees Have 
Active Week

Pee Wee ball clubs in Robert 
Lee have been active the last few' 
days.

The Bluebirds lost a contest at 
Bronte last Thursday, 9-6.

The Riedbirds played Sterling 
City here on the same day and 
came out on the short end of a 
13-10 sixire. Terry Ross was the 
hsing pitcher and he struck cut 
13 players. Wes Sawyer wfas be
hind the plate.

Ronnie Baker and Garland Da
vis are managers of the Bluebirds 
and Bob Gulley and Tom Sawyer 
manage the Redbiivis.

A game played May 29 between 
the tw'o local teams gave the Red- 
birds a 30-28 win over the Blues.

On schedule for this Thursday, 
June 12, are games for the Red- 
hirds at Bronte and for the Blue
birds against Sterling City <wi 
the Robert Lee field.

High Court Says 
Retry Land Suit

Texas’ Supreme Court refused 
Wednesday o f last week to re
view the decision of the Court 
of Civil Appeals that a condem
nation suit involving land in the 
basin of E. V. Spence Reservoir 
must be retried.

Mrs. Helen Harris Wileockson 
ap|>ealed a Coke County juy's 
award of $545,580 for 4,014 acres 
of land needed in construction of 
the lake, plus a flawing easement 
eci another 442 acres.

Mrs. Wilccckson's appeal stat
ed that the award was not big 
enough and did not take into full 
consideration the oil production 
on the land.

The 3rd Court of Civil Appeals 
ordered a re-trial, and the Su
preme Court agreed.

O.E.S. HONORS <i. ( ’. ALLEN 
AND MRS. HOBBY ROBERTS

The public is cordially Invited 
to attend a tea honoring Gerald 
C. Allen, past Grand 1‘atron, and 
Mrs. Bobby Roberts, Deputy 
On nd Matron, District 5. Sec
tion 1, Grand Chapter of Texas, 
Order of the Eastern Star.

Rr-bert Lee Chapter 187 will 
host the tea June 15, in the home 
cf Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Allen, 702 
Hilcrest, In Robert Lee, between 
the hours of three and five p.m.

It is not necessary to be an 
Eastern Star member to attend. 
The chapter invites all firends to 
attend.

Weekend guest in the home of 
Mrs. Bonnie Robertson was her 
daughter, Elaine, from Odessa.

KAYE ROBERTS HONORED ’ 
AT TEA IN SMITH HOME

Miss Kuye Roberts, brlde-Sicef 
of Gaylon litaock, was huabrea 
Saturday night at a gift tea in 
the home of Mrs. Finnell Smith.

About 50 guests called during 
the evening, including the follow
ing from out of town: Mrs. Patsy 
Dunn, Mrs. Glenda Fletcher, Miss 
Karen I*aaloy, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis WWker Jr., all cl* San 
Angelo; Mra. Jake Sparks, Ster
ling CRy; and Mrs. James Baton 
of Andrews.

Those serving were Jeannie 
Billingsley, I*atty Hughes, Kathy 
Ferclfull and Miarilvn Wallace. 
Sheri Pttcock registered quests 
The bride’s colors of pink ami 
red were used in decorations.

Hostesses included Mines. Smith. 
Jack Denman, Frank Coalson, C. 
W. Walker Sr., Lament Scott, 
Perry Post, C. F. Patterson, T. 
M. Wylie Jr.. A. V, Hughes, Le- 
w’is Heuvel, Bert Blaylock, Bill 
Beaty and J. L. Carwile.

Lucy and Bruce Clift, children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Clift of 
Chicago, 111., are visiting their 
grandmother, Mrs. Bruce Clift, 
this week. Wallace Clift received 
his Ph. D. this spring and the 
family is moving to Denver, Colo., 
where he will teach at the Uni
versity of Denver. Mrs. Clift naid 
she expecta the other Clift dau
ghter, Anne, of Austin to coma 
this weekend for a week's visit.

Hearty

Congratulations

To

Robert Lee
and

Coke Countv*
on completion

Robert Lee 
Dam

Hambright
Drug

Ballinger

Yes, Friends,
WE, TOO, ARE PROUD OF THE 

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
and

E.  V.  S P E N C E  R E S E R V O I R

SPILL BROS. CO.
COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS

Phene 754-4511 Winters, Texas

o  a



WMT IDS
Classified ads and cards of 

thanks are payable in advance 
sinless customer carries a regu- 
lar account. $1.00 minimum 

•charge it posted in ledger.

CLASSIFIED AD V EitTISTIN O 
RATES

1st Insertion ........... Per Word 5c
2nd and Subsequent

Insertions ........... Per Word 3c
Minimum Charge: 50c 

Additional 50c for blind ads.

CARDS OF THANKS
Per word 5c ■— (Minimum $1.00)

LOST; A pair of men’s prescrip 
tion sunglasses between vicin
ity of school and county park. 
l*hone 453-6471. Kenneth Rlasco

WANTED: Planter boxes, culta- 
vator, or any squipment for a 
Massey-Harris 30 tractor. Pho. 
453-3501. ltp

WORK WANTED: LvN wants 
full time work. Call 453-3972.

ltp
FOR RENT: Two bedroom-fur

nished house. See Alma Varna- 
dore for key or call Clifford 
Wilsons. 453-2078. 3tp

BABY SITTING wanted. Phone 
453-2791. ltp

6EWTNG WANTED — Mabel 
Mundell. 2tc

FOR REFNT: Garage Apart
ment.. Mrs. Bruce Clift.

WANTED: Lady to live in home 
and do housework for elderly 
gentleman. Write J. L. Scar
brough, 85 Gillis St., San An
gelo, Texas. 2lp

HAVE-A-HEAlRT Kennels, dog 
and cat boarding, left 3 ’ a miles 
on Farm Road 2105 at 1st 
blinker litc when entering San 
Angelo. 653-1625. 8tc

Monuments
Grave Markers 

Lettering
Representing Birk Monument 
Mfg. Co.

Sam L. Williams, Phone 453-3601
ARTIC CIRCLE or Del Norte 

Air Conditioners, any type or 
size. Free estimate for new 
central or window- installa
tion. Have trade-ins. Also 
almost new CB radio rig for 
s a le .  Hambright Plumbing 
453-3441. 1013 W. 11th. tn

FOR RENT — Small 2 bedroom 
house. $40.00 per month. Call 
453-2201.

NOTICE OF MEETING OF'
KQ1 AIJZATION BOARD

In obedience to an order of the 
Boaid of Equalization, regularly 
nnd sitting, notice is hereby giv
en that said Board of Equaliza
tion will be in session in the 
Commissioners Court Room in the 
County Court House in the town 
of Robert Lee. County of Coke. 
Texas, at 10 a.in. Wednesday, the 
25th day of June, 1969, to meet 
writh local property owners, and 
will meet in the Commissioners 
Court Room in the County Court 
House in the town of Robert Lee. 
County of Coke, Texas, at 10 
o'clock a.m. on Friday, the 27th 
of June, 1969, to meet with oil 
and Industrial tax representatives 
for the purpose of determining, 
fixing and equalizing the value of 
any and all taxable property sit
uated in Robert lee Independent 
School District, Coke County, 
Texas, for taxable purposes for 
the year 1969. and any and all 
persons Interested or having 
business with said Board are 
hereby notified to be present.

My order of the Bon id of 
Equalization.

Frank Percifull, chairman of 
the Board.

Robert lee  Ind. Sch. Dist. 
Coke County. Robert Lee. Tex-
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June 3 — Mrs. C. J. Brooks, 

Mi-s. C. E. Mathers, La Donna 
Scott admitted. Charles R. John
son dismissed.

June 4 — Mas. Pauline Lofton 
dismissed.

June 5 — Drexicl Skipworth, 
admitted. Mrs. C. J. Brooke, Mrs. 
Velma Thomason, Sloane Boone, 
Mrs. Roy Walker dismissed.

June 6 — John E. Terry. Cum- 
bie Ivey Jr., Mis. Burley Miller

admitted.
June 7 — Mrs. H. S. Lewis Jr., 

Joel Percifull admitted. Mrs. C. 
E. Mathers, La Donna Scott dis
missed.

June 8 — Mi-s. Burley Miller, 
Joel Percifull dismissed.

June 9 — Velma Thomason, 
Richard Marquis, Mrs. Francisco 
Rivera, Baby boy Rivera admit
ted.

Ten patients were tn the hos
pital and eight in the nursing 
home Tuesday.

PERSONALS
Mrs. A. B. Sheppard spent the 

Memorial day w-eekend visiting 
at Mission in the home of her 
daughter and family, the Tyrus 
Davis family. They attended the 
graduation program at Mission 
High School where her grand
daughter, Phylls, w-as a graduate.

Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Bloodwmth

of Silver returned home last 
week from a 4,000 mile trip to 
Key West, Florida and other 
points of interest. They visited In 
the home of his nephew, Douglas 
Bloodwoth at Miami and with Mr. 
and Mrs. John Hudson at Fort 
Lauderdale. At Grand Prairie 
and Irving, Texas, they visited 
with her two nieces, Mrs. Winnie 
Palmer and Mrs. Azalea Fergu
son.

REDDY'S
FUN-TIP

PLAYGROUND 
WEST TEXAS

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M  
D E D I C A T I O N  

JUNE 14, 1969

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !

as.
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When You Need Clothing Shop at

ROACH’S

FATHER'S
DAY

The future progress, with the dam and lake, gives this area the facili
ties to be the Playground o f West Texas. We are proud to be a part 
of this progress. We are happy for the opportunities and look forward 
to the possibilities.

M1.vn ROBERTS IIONOKK.lt 
WITH KITCHEN SHOWER

Miss Kay Huberts, bride-elect 
o t Gaytan Pitcock. was honored 
Monthly evening, June 2, with a 
kitchen shower. The party r.iom 
was decorated in her chosen col
ors.

The refreshment table, In red 
linen, featured a pink and red 
floral arrangement.

A "kitchen tree," tied with 
pink and red Nava, displayed var
ious kitchen gadgets.

Each guest contributed a favo
rite recipe. A recipe for a happy 
marriage was also presented to 
her

Raspberry punch, cookies and 
sandwiches were served to class

mates and friends of the honoree Mr. and Mia. Francis Jeffries 
Hostesses for the occasion were and Jana returned Monday from 

Mines. O. B Jacobs. Virgil Hcnd- a week's visit at Batesville, Ark. 
ley, Fred E. Beaty, William T in the home of her parents, Mr. 
Roach, Louise Hatch, Sam Powell and Mrs. Claud Taylor and other 
and Delbert P. Walling. relatives.

J U N E  1 5 t h

Gifts for HIM on this Occasion, 
with a selection from 

R O A C H ’ S

June 12, 1969

Part o f  the Lake Basin Has Been Cleared o f Brusn

The Key ■ ■ ■
To Prosperity in 

W E S T  T E X A S  

is

W A T E RJA •

B A H L M A N

J E W E L E R S

Winters, Texas

W E A R E 

P R 0  U I)
OF THE

Robert Lee Dam
and

E. V. Spence 
Reservoir

and are proud to 

have had a small part 

in its construction 

as the supplier

OF FUEL

for the contractor

W e greatly appreciate 
the patronage of all our 
Robert Lee customers.

W. H. Maxwell
CO N O CO  PRODU CTS

Bronte, Texas
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Oil Field Mounds Have Raised Pumps A bove Water Level

WELCOME
Robert Lee 

Baptist Church
W m I 11th and Chad bourn* 

Rill Beaty, Pastor
Sunday School ........  9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship .... 11:00 a.m
Training Union ........  6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship .... 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting ........  7:00 p.m.

ADULT PROGRAM TO STUDY 
“ANTIQUING FURNITURE"

The Home Economics Depart
ment of Roebrt Lee High School 
will offer an adult class next 
week for two days, June 16-17. 
It will be held from 9 a.m. until 
noon. Mrs. Kloise Guerrant, home 
economics teacher, will give in
structions and demonstrations on 
how to iuitique furniture.

Women of the area who are in
terested are invited to be present 
for the two-day course.

R E V I V A L  M E E T I N G

Pecan Missionary Baptist Church 
June 15th through 22nd

M ORNING W ORSH IP SERVICE—  10 o'clock 
EVENING W ORSH IP SERVICE —  8 :3 0  o ’clock

B R 0 .  J.  S.  S H E P P A R D  
Of Fort Worth, Evangelist

JAMES M. ROGERS, Pastor
W e Extend to Everyone a

CORDIAL INVITATION
To Attend These Services with Us

C ANNING PROGRAM IS 
TODAY AT WTU OFFICE

There hx3 been a real revival 
of home canning throughout the 
naUcn and an increase in the 
number of frozen foods being pro
cessed at home. Homemakers 
who like to can and freeze fin its 
and vegetables are invited to at
tend a program today (Thurs
day) in the West Texas Utilities 
office in Robert Lee. The pro
gram will begin at 2 p.m.

The latest approved methods of 
canning and freezing will be 
demonstrated by Mrs. Fay C. 
Roe, County Home Demonstra
tion Agent, and Miss Suzanne 
McBumett, Assistant Extension 
Agent.

P R O G R E S S

I S  W O N D E R F U L

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
AND

E.  V.  S P E N C E  R E S I V 0 I R
Are Tremendous Assets 

To West Texas
|

Congratulations to All Our 

Friends in Coke County

W I N T E R S
C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o m p a n y

Well Servicing —  General Construction

Contract Pumping 

Winters, Texas

B E S T  W I S H E S - -

to all our

Coke County Friends

The New

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
SH O W S FINE PROGRESS

FIRESIDE RESTAURANT
Winters, Texas

W A T E R
is the key to prosperity in 

W E S T  T E X A S

We congratulate our friends in 

C O K E  C O U N T Y
on completion of the

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

The Robert Lee Dam and E. V . Spence Reservoir are 
signs of progress in this area of West Texas, and we 
are happy to see the completion of this fine project. 
It will be a help to all the cities in this area.

W e invite all our Robert Lee friends to shop our store 
when you are in need of furniture, carpeting or appli
ances. Only the best brands are stocked and prices are 
reasonable.

K IN G -H O LT
Runnels County’s Biggest Furniture Store 

Ballingar
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Norwegian Student Studying, Visiting
A Norweigun exchange student 

is living from June 4 to JO in the 
home of Mr ami Mrs. E. S. Der
rick. Miss Else Joberg, 24, is a 
farm girl from Tbnsberg, Nor
way, ami has lived on a farm all 
her life.

She is having some problems 
with her English, but so far has 
been able to communicate with 
her hosts.

Muss Joberg is in the United 
States under the sp nsurship of 
the National 4-H Foundation. She 
has been a 4-H member for nine 
years

The young lady has two sisters 
ami one brother

Mm Pay C* Riie county HT> 
agent, said that everyone cop- 
nected with the program Is 
th< "roughly enjoying tiie visit of 
Miss Joberg.

Her plans include attending 
meetings of home demonstration j 
and 4-H dubs in the county.

Miss Joberg said that dairy j 
cattle, hay, barley, root crops ami j 
potatoes are the main products I 
of farms where she lives.

When she leaves Mr ami Mrs j 
Derrick’s Sanco home on June 20. 
ahe will go to El Paso, ami from 
there she will go to Rockdale and,
Stratford.

.Miss Else .loherg

Mrs. \V. R. Denman retuiTied 
home last week from a two weeks 
visit in the h* me of her daughter 
and family, Mr. amt Mrs. Robert 
Prickett at Corpus Christi. Mrs. 
Prickett and children. Ann, Kim- j 
berly and Braden returned h me 
with her for a visit.

B E S T  

W I S H E S

on completion 

of the

Robert Lee 

Dam

HARRISON 
ALTO PARTS

Winters, Texas

SOILS TEAM WI NS —
( ontlnurd from Page I

ribbon from the State 4-H Pood 
Show held last week in College 
Station. Deone prepared and dis- 
played a casserole of squash and 
egg plant. Her table setting car
ried out a Mexican theme.

Sheri Pitcock, also a member 
of the Future Leaders 4-H Club, 
partu ipated in the State Foot! 
Show. She made and showed 
W1 le Wheat Clover leaf Rolls. 
Her awanl was a white ribbon.

Each participant was judged 
• ■n her 4-H record of achievement 
and leadership, her knowledge of 
nutrition and the display featur
ing her 'ood.

A Is i winning white ribbons 
were Juneye Kike;- and Donna 
Sowell of Bronte. They’ present
ed a skit m the Share the Fun 
C« intest.

The Coke County group was 
accompanied f > Roundup by Mrs. 
Fay C. Roe, Miss Suzanne Me- 
Burnett ami Sterling Lindsey.

Cemetery Assn. 
Holds Meeting

The Robert Lee Cemetery As
sociation met recently with Bill 
Beaty, president, presiding. Oth
er members present were Mrs. 
Bobby Roberts. Mrs Billy Wayne 
Roe, Delbert Sh- emaker, Sam 
Williams and Fern Ha vine.

It was reported that letters had 
been sent out to relatives of those 
buried here, ami that people have 
begun to respond with contribu
tions Mrs Jeffie Roberts is the 

retary - treasurer and receives 
the funds.

It was pointed out also that m- 
■ iiv.duals who were keeping their j 
lots were urged to continue to I 
do so in order that funds might 
be spent on general upkeep. The i 
Cemetery officials commended - 
all who have responded with la- I 
bor and donations

W E A R E  P R O U D - -
OF THE NEW

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

Completion of the dam will usher In a new era of progresa 
for Robert Lee, for Coke County and for this entire area 
of West Texas. We find it exciting and rewarding to hr a 
port of this opportunity which lies ahead. It will he our 
pleasure to serve new permanent residents and visitors with 
nur products and service.

M c D 0  R M A N S K E L L Y 
S E R V I C E  S T A T I O N

At the V In Robert l-ee

GOLD BOND 
STAMPS

Russet Potatoes
Y E L L O W  S Q U A S H  - - -
MORTON'S

FROZEN MEAT DINNER - -
SEA STAR

10 1JI. BAD

53c
Lb. 10c 

Each 39c
K OZ. TKO.

Fish Sticks 2 for 49c
sTOKELV

F R U I T  C O C K T A I L ,  No. 303 Can - 4 for $1.00
STOKELV

S W E E T  P E A S ,  303 Can - - - 2 for 15c
DEI MONTE

C 0  R N , Cream Style, 303 Can 

P O R K  & B E A N S ,  No. 2 Can
lit 1 MONTE

S P I N  A C H . 303 Can

2 for 43c 

2 for 39c 

2 for 39c

Pepsi Cola 6 bot. ctn. 45c
r  Deposit

Mead’s (Delicious) Potato Chips, 59c Bag - 39c

SWIFT VIENNA SAUSAGE - - - 4 for 89c

S U N B E A M  C O O K I E S ,  39c Pkg. - 3 for $1.00 

VELVEETA CHEESE SPREAD - 2 Lb. Box $1.09
DETERRENT

Cold Pow er si. size 73c
.1 At Iv SPR AT

S L I C  E I) C A R R 0  T S , 303 Can 

SCOTT BATHROOM TISSUE -

2 for 29c
I ROLL PKU.

2 Pkgs. 69c

SEVEN BONE

Roast lb. 59c
4.004 II

THICK SLICED BACON -
4KM14H

GERMAN STYLE SAUSAGE

2 Lb, Box $1.49 

Ring 59cBIER’S lira. &
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The Mountains to the North of Lake Spence Loom in the Distance in This View from the South End of Robert Lee Dam

Coke County Has Colorful Background
(The Robert Lee Observer is in

debted to Mrs. Bryan Yarbrough 
of Robert Lee for most of the 
information in the following sto
ry about the origin of Coke 
County. She is the author of 
“ History of C ke County” and 
chairman of the Coke County 
Historical Survey Committee.)

Indians roamed this area and 
the Southwest long before Co
lumbus discovered America, ac
cording to Mary Jourdan Atkin
son’s "The Texas Indians.’ ’ Ar
chaeologists set the date of man
kind’s occupancy of the great 
Southwest at not less than 20.(too 
year preceding the arrival of the 
Spanish in this country.

The main Indians that lived, 
hunted and scouted the country 
of the Colorado and Conch os 
were Comanehes, the Li pan Apa
ches and the Jumanos.

There are still many Indian 
springs and petroglvphics in the 
county. More than 20 Indian 
camp sites have been found here.

Some residents believe, and 
have documents to help substan
tiate, that in 1540, Coronado, 
leading his armed columns of 
Spanish grandees, or some of his 
scouting parties, crossed through 
this area in search of the Seven 
Cities of Cibola.

The first written document to 
mention present Coke County is 
a letter dated Feb. 8, 1842, from 
Henry Francis Fischer, Bure hard 
Miller and Joseph Baker to Sam 
Houston, President of the Repub
lic to Texas, requesting a grant 
of land on which to settle one 
thousand families of German, 
Swiss, Norwegian, Swedish and 
Danish emigrants. At the lower 
left hand comer of the letter 
appears a note, "I êt the contract 
he made. Feb. 28, 1842, Sam
Houston.”

Outcome was a contract on 
j June 7. 1842, to introduce 600
I families or single men over 17
| years of age, within three years 
I < f date of contract on land "be
ginning at the mouth of the Lla
no to the head of its southern 

! bianch, then due south 50 miles 
i and north 45 degrees to the main 
southwest branch of the Colo
rado, following it back to point 
of beginning."

The contract was renewed in 
1843 and transferred in 1845 to 
the German Emigration Co., John 
Meusebach. trustees, with all 
lights and claims except 250,000 
acres reserved for Fischer & 
Miller.

The Emigration Co. ran into 
financial troubles because of the 
expense of surveying and trans- 
p< rting and also physical trou
bles with the Indians. Many im
migrants were unable to reach 
the land for which they had 
"scrip” and made their way beck 
to German settlements in Comal 
and Gillespie counties.

However, during that time an 
important treaty between Meus- 
bach and the Indians giew out 
<,f their efforts to settle the re
gion. Without the consent of 
Texas authorities, he met with 
Comanche and Choctaw Indians 
and made the treaty giving the 
Germans authority to settle the 
territory between the Uano and 
Colorado rivers, including ap
proximately 575.000 acres in Coke 
County.

White .settlers began filtering 
into the region in the latter half 
of the 19th century, the names 
of the first settlers unknown. 
Conjecture is that they were peo
ple who had passed through this 
area and returned to their homes, 
telling of this vast grazing land; 
that thov were Confederate vet

erans, who, returning home and 
finding their living gone, return
ed west; or that some were fu
gitives from the law.

The dominion of the cattleman 
grew as the Indians and buffalo 
diminished. It was very sparsely 
settled during the 1860s and 
1870s and settlement was slow, 
at first being settled by cattle
men who ran herds on the open 
range.

Among the earliest cattlemen 
whose names are known were L 
B. Hands, Winfield Scott, the

( Wylie brothers, T L. and G. G 
Odom. "Uncle" Jimmy Byrd and 
Wiley Bird; I) H. and J W. Sny
der. J. J Austin. Bill Gltss, Will 

i and Rufus Whiteside.
Most of the range was unfcnc- 

ed and at first few’ of the cattle- 
| men had any real or legal claim 
to the land grazed by their cat- 

, tie, but they had a respect for 
each other’s “ range rights." The 
rattle were taken to g <hI nor
thern markets.

When the T&P Railroad ran 
thiough Abilene and Colorad >

I City, legal owners to the land 
began coming in, thus followed
by many disputes over land ti
tles, boundary lines, etc.

Nestors began to fence their 
watering places and the cowmen 
began to fence thousands of ac
res. leading up to the “ fencing 

i war." Pandemonium broke loo.se 
with fencing activities. Miles of 
fence were cut and posts were 
burned. A Cattleman’s Associa
tion was formed and Ben Warren 
of Hylton was hired "to find and 

< ’ontiniled on Page 4

I H q
K 10 W . BEAUR EG ARD  

SAN ANGELO. TE X A S  

Open Daily 9 to 6 —  Thursday 9 to 8

Best W ishes
to

R 0 H E R T  L E E  
and the People o f 

W E S T  T E X A S  
On a Greatly Needed 

W A T E R  P R O J E C T



We Are Proud To 
Have Been Selected To Construct

The Robert Lee Dam
A N DE. V. Spence Reservoir

Clement Bros. Co.
General Contractors
H I C K O R Y ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

Terry Construction Inc.
General Contractor

G R E E N V I L L E ,  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A
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U C R A  Biggest
Water Promoter 
For This County

The Upper Colorado River Au
thority has been the prime mov
er of events to bring: water to 
Coke County, particularly to 
Robert Lee and Bronte. Both 
towns were in sad shape flor a 
municipal water supply when the 
UCRA financed construction of 
Mountain Creek Reservoir for 
Robert Lee and a piplelme from 
Oak Creek to Brmnte.

And even though the UCRA. 
did not build the Robert Lee 
I>am, the organization's board of 
directors has spent u n t o l d  
amounts of time and money stu
dying and promoting a dam on 
the Colorado River in Coke Coun
ty

The UCRA was created by an 
act of the Texas Legislature in 
1936 for the purpose of admin
istering the waters of the upper 
portion of the river and its tribu
taries.

In addition to its work in sup
plying Robert Lee and Bronte 
with a good w’ater supply, UCRA 
built the North Concho L a k e  
near San Angelo and assisted the 
towns of Carlsbad and Christoval

UCRA directors were interested 
in and were promoting v dam 
across the Colorado in Coke 
Oounty. For example, tho July 
6, 1946, edition carried a head
line which said: "Assurance of 
$12,000,000 Robert Lee Dam Pro- 

Continued on Hack Page

tier-aid CL Allen

S E R V I N G  S O U T H W E S T  L I V E S T O C K
I N D U S T R Y . . .

Southwestern Stockman Supply
C O M P A N Y

HIGH Q U A LITY LEATHER GOODS  

SADDLE BLANKETS &  PADS  

AGRICULTURE CHEMICALS

AN IM AL BIOLOGIES &  PHARM ACEUTICALS

DRENCHES —  SPRAYS —  DIPS 

VETERIN ARY INSTRUMENTS 

L A R IA T  ROPES &  SW  FLOATS
• * v-'Wi ^ «rw r

* * 2  !
Over 29 Years o f Service to the Area

Dial 655-6736

117 Bird ’ r ~  P. O. Box 421

SAN ANGELO

L. T. Youngblood

in securing dependable water 
supplies.

Three Coke County citizens are 
on the b ard of directors of the 
UCRA, including the president, 
(Jerald C. Allen of Robert Lee, 
L. T Youngblood of Bronte, and 
Cumbie Ivey Sr. of Robert Lee. | 
Youngblood and Allen have been 
on the board since the beginning 
of UCRA and Ivey was appoint
ed in 1948. Youngblood served 
as chairman for 19 years, until 
19*14, and was vice chairman pri
or to that time. Allen was sec
retary-treasurer until 19*14, when 
he was named chairman. i

Observer files show almost j 
from the time of its beginning,

Cumbie Ivey Sr.

A G R E A T  S I G N  O F  P R O G R E S S . . .

The Robert Lee Dam

Tucker Drilling
C O M P A N Y ,  I N C .

, , O I L  W E L L  D R I L L I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

P e t r o l e u m  R l d g .

San Angelo



We Have the Largest

Stock Of

R A N G E  S E E D S

P A S T U R E  G R A S S  S E E D
N O W  ON H AND

ALSO FIELD SEEDS

S T O K E S  F E E D  
& S E E D
DIAL 655-9581 
623 S. Oakes 

San Angelo

Coke County Dates from 181
('oiitiniKNl from Page I

prosecute wire cutters.”
He was sent to Austin far 

training, but was •'killed from a 
shot through a window in a 
Sweetwater hotel, a day before 
the District Court was to con
vene to investigate the wire cut
tings and he was to testify.”

Then Texas Hangers were sent 
into the area. On Jan. 7, 1884, 
Gov. John Ireland called a spe
cial session of the legislature, 
making fence cutting a felony. 
The Warren killing about put an 
end to fence cutting in Coke 
County and things were settled 
down considerably bv the time 
the homesteaders began to ar
rive.

The homef-teaders came by wa
gon. by horseback and on foot, 
driving their animals, bringing all 
they had with them. Many lived 
in dugouts or half dugouts at 
first and others in tents. They 
had to live on the land for three 
years according to the Home
steaders Law.

A GREAT STEP TOWARD THE CONTINUING 
PROGRESS OF WEST TEXAS . . .

Itoknl h  Dam
A N I)E. I. Spence Reservoir

C 0  N G R A T U L A T I O N S  
O n  t h e  C o m p l e t i o n  
a n d  D e d i c a t i o n .

ETHICON
I N C .

S A N  A N G E L O ,  T E X A S

B A R N E S  . . .
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Orguniuitlon
The area tliat is Coke County 

was originally a part of the De
partment of Bexar, eventually 
called Bexar County. At that 
time, Bexar comprised about half 
<jf the Republic of T e x R S . The 
seat of government and first 
county seat of the Coke area was 
San Antonio.

Because of great distances, the 
people in the far out-reaches 
found themselves with a legal 
center, but lacking in berefits to 
be derived from such a center. 
A necessary business trip to San 
Antonio to attend court, record 
deeds, etc., took weeks.

The people of the Concho coun
try met the legal requirements 
and on March 13, 1874, the Tex
as Legislature created Tom Green 
County with Ben Ficklin as the 
county seat, and this was the 
second county seat for this area. 
The legislature failed to mention 
a northern boundary to Tom 
Green and the entire section of 
Texas to the north and west was 
in Tom Green for nearly two 

s. In 1876, 54 counties to

Tom Green. Twelve 
to the west had also

Ben Ficklin was destroyed in

After the railroad extended in- 
> this area in the 1880s and

market and vacant land

People be-

A business trip

for a county organization

Karly in 1889, abut 60 men

Ennis Adams

for the formation of the 
ty. All legal requirements

the Legislature created Coke

County, described its boundaries 
and required calling an election 
of county officers within 30 days. 
The county comprised 931 square 
miles.

The county was named for 
Richard Coke, former Governor 
of and U. S. Senator from Texas. 
Ho was the first governor after 
reconstruction and carpet bag 
rule, starting his term of office 
Jan. 15, 1874. and serving to
Dec. 1, 1876. His administration 
was devoted to reforms and wilt
ing a new Texas constitution, 
thus scrapping the ‘’carpetbag 
constitution” of 1869, The one 
adopted during his administration 
is the present Texas constitution, 
though it has been amended ma
ny times. He was elected to a 
second term and thereafter was 
elected to the U. S. Senate. He 
resigned the governorship to en
ter the Senate.

Indian resistance to the white 
man also ended during the Coke 
administration.

The committee to supervise 
the election was named by the 
Legislature and was made up of 
D. T. Fairley, Z. W. Withers and 
T. A. Collier.

The organization election was 
held April 23. 1889. Hayrick,
near the mountain that bears 
that name, was the first Coke 
County seat, being the fourth 
one for Coke County people.

.Soon a battle developed over 
the county seat and the election 
was contested by Eugene Cart- 
ledge. son-in-law of L. B. Har
ris. The present site o f Robert 
Lee was about the center of the 
Harris Ranch. Cartledge con
tested on the grounds that Hay
rick was more than nine miles 
from the center of the county.

A two-story court house had 
been constructed at Hayrick. 
Those favoring the Robert Lee 
site begun planning a removal 
election, citing the water short
age at Hayrick as a good reason 
for the move. Harris and Cart- 
ledge offered to donate the town- 
site and give every citizen of 
Hayrick, who owned a house 
there, a lot on which to move it.

Those against the removal said 
that about 65 citizens had ac
quired homes In good faith; that
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1889, Has Colorful History
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it would be expensive and would 
destroy the value of their prop
erty to move; that a good 2-room 
school was available at Hayrick, 
which would be a loss; and that 
a  ‘‘c<»ntrac.t for a $10,000 brick 
•courthouse had been let, a n d  
could not be cancelled.”

Cartledge got an injunction 
against building the new court
house, pending the proposed elec
tion. Judge J. VV. Timmins, dis
trict judge, ruled against him 
and Cartledge appealed. The in
junction was dissolved but it had 
delayed enough time that noth

ing could be done toward the 
building until the election.

H. L. Adams was opposing 
Judge G. W. Perryman for re- 
election and was pledged, if 
elected, to call the special elec
tion. Perryman was pledged not 
to call the election.

Adams was elected and his 
first official act was to call the 
removal election. Two sites w'ere 
voted on, Robert Lee and Union 
City, which was on a flat four 
miles west of Robert Lee.

Before the election, the court-

. Delta . the space solvers

Delta
B U IL D IN G S

Add new space fast, economically.
Let your Delta Builder quote a 

price . . .  Delta Buildings cost Vi to 
VS less than ordinary construction.

Call the Space Solver!

FRANCHISED BUILDER:

J O H N  B R I G H T  
C O N S T R U C T I O N  C O .

P. O. Box 4078

Phone 915-653-2386 San Angelo

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

Penney’s ...
Sends congratulations 

on completion of the 

Robert Lee Dam. . .

A great step towards 

our continued growth.

You’ll Enjoy Shopping at

ke n n e u f
^ A V S  H O S T  Q U A LIT Y  *

In .San Angelo

house at Hayrick burned, de
stroying most county records. An 
investigation was made into the 
circumstances of the fi.*e but 
was dismissed because of insuf
ficient evidence.

The election was held Jan. 6, 
1891, with Robert Lee becoming 
the county's fifth, ami present, 
county seat. With about 400 
votes, the Robert Lee site had 
a 48-vote majority.

After the election the process 
of moving began. People did not 
remove the contents of their 
houses, but nxle to Robert Lee 
in the houses. There was no 
courthouse to be moved and 
comity offices were placed in va
rious rented buildings. The coun
ty clerk and county attorney 
moved into a rented small frame 
building with what records they 
had managed to salvage from 
the Hayrick fire, but two weeks 
later, Jan. 27, 1891, this build
ing burned, destroying the re
maining records.

The courthouse was build in 
Robert Î ee in 1891, and remain
ed in use for 65 years. On Oct. 
30, 1956, a 10-1 majority of Coke 
voters approved issuance of 
$300,000 in bonds to build the 
new courthouse which serves to
day. It was dedicated Oct. 13, 
1956. A $250,000 bond issue to 
build a courthouse was turned [ 
down in 1947 by Coke voters, 
543-130

Downtown, San Angelo

e x t e n d s  
b e s t  w i s h e s  o n  
t he  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  R o b e r t  L e e  
D a m  a n d  t h e  
S n e n c e  R e s e r v o i r .

In the Village Shopping Center, San Angelo

We Stock a Complete Line o f Automotive and 

Industrial Engine Parts and Supplies

Complete Crankshaft Grinding &  Machine Shoo Service 

Cylinder Re-Boring, Head Surfacing, Pin Fitting 

Crankshaft Build-Up &  Chroming, Rebuilt Engines

R O G E R S  M A C H I N E  C O M P A N Y

113 E. Concho Dial 655-7365 San Angelo

We  a r e  p r o u d

T O  C O N G R A T U L A T E  

THE PEOPLE OF COKE COUNTY 

On the Completion of the

Robert Lee Dam
and

E. V . Spence Reservoir
A

Concho Valley fieri ric fo-llp Inc.
OFFICE SAN ANGELO, TE XA S



Robert Lee Has Good 
Municipal W ater Supply

Robert Lee owes its very exis
tence to the need for water in 
West Texas. The election to 
move the Coke County seat from 
Ha yriek was brought about pri
marily by the shortage of water 
supplies. The pioneers who sup
ported the move to Robert Î ee 
in 1891 felt their water prob
lems would be over forever, since 
the new town would be located 
on the banks of the Colorado 
River, a never-ending supply of 
water

Wells anil a small lake fur
nished the city with water until 
1950. when Mountain Creek Res
ervoir was completed. It has 
provided a reliable supply of wa
ter and, except for some anxious 
days during the seven - year 
drouth of the 1960s and early 
1960b. has proved ample for the 
city's needs.

Almost concurrent with the 
letting of the contract by the 
Upper Colorado River Authority 
to build Mountain Creek dam. 
was [Message of a $66,000 bond is
sue on Feb. 11, 1960, to build
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a filtering plant and to replace 
some of tlie larger mains in the 
city. The election carried 146-1.

R. B. Thornton & Son of Bra
dy submitted a bid of $64,088 in 
March 1960 to build the filtering 
plant and lay 4,360 feet of eight- 
inch line and 4.330 feet at six- 
inch line, plus the installation of 
13 new fire hydrants.

A meeting oi the city commis
sion and the UCRA in April 
1960 set up payments of $350 
per month for the city to pay 

, out of water revenue on the 
Mountain Creek Reservoir. The 

1 Jam is 2,360 feet long; the base 
is 260 feet wide and the struc
ture has a 16-faot crown.

The following story from The 
Observer an Jan. 20, 1950, tells 

; about letting the contract for the 
' new reservoir:

A new municipal water supply 
I fLr the Town of Robert Lee was 
assured Tuesday of this week 
when a contract was let for the 
construction of a dam across 
Mountain Creek at the northeast 
edge of the city limits.

A low bid of $62,727.50 secur
ed the contract for J. W. Rob
ertson & Son of Springtown, 
Texas, wlio stated they would 
start the work Feb. 1 ami hoped 
to liave the project complete 
within 60 days or less.

The dam is being built by the 
Upper Colorado River Authority 
Rnd coat o f the undertaking will 
run a trifle over the estimated 
$75,000 Robert Lee city author
ities will sign a contract to pay 
off the debt and set aside a por
tion of water rentals each month 
for that purpose. No interest 
will be charged on the UCRA 
funds invested.

A large part of the reservoir 
will extend over the 70 acres of 
ranch land purchased from D. J. 
Walker, while the damsite will 
be located on a 20-acre tract 
bought from Millard Meek. The 
dam will be nearly a half mile 
long and its east end will extend 

Continued on Next I*age

S o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  
r e m a i n  in o u r  m e m o r y  

M A R K  E V E R Y  G R A V E

AU TH O R IZED  DEALERS

F o r  B e a u t i f u l  
GEORGIA MARBLE

AND

STONE ETERNAL

B I R K
Monumental Manufacturing

Dial 653-4770 

4102-12 Coliseum Drive 

San Angelo

BOB H O L L W A Y LEX IE H O L L W A Y

SiMItOI. OF \\ \TT.K — The 
standpt|w*s of m o st small Went 
Texas cities are usually the 
talb-st structure to he seen. 
They not only hold the water 
supply for the n'sidents. hut

are symbolic of the constant 
effort to proxide the cities with 
a tsMintiful supply of good wa
ter. Robert lA*e’s water tower 
is located on a corner of the 
courthouse square.

Obsrrn r Advertisers Appreciate Your Patronage

E V E R Y T H I N G  F O R  T H E  H 0 M E -

* F u r n i t u r e*
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4

CALL US FIRST

12-14 East 5th

W E  SELL —  B U Y —  TR A D E  OR SW A P  

DIAL S55-3336

San Angelo

L E T ’ S GO F I S H I N G . .

W E  CAN OUTFIT YOUR  
COMPLETE NEEDS —

L O C K ’ S S P O R T I N G  
G 0  0  I) S

Your Comolete Marine Store

H EAD O U AR TER S FOR

Star-Craft & Newman Boats
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2217 Knickerbocker 

San Angelo
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Estate of M. D. Bryant
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The Big Morning Glory Spillway Rises Into the Sky

A S I G N  OF
C O N T I N U E D  P R O G R E S S

The Robert Lee Dan

G&L Tool Go.
F I S H I N G  & R E N T A L  

T O O L S

DIAL 655-6598  

4107 San Antonio Hwy.

San Angelo

Municipal Water
Continued from I'wwllng l'agr

just below' the Mexican cemetery 
a few' hundred feet from the 
highway.

A watershed of 32 square miles 
will feed into the reservoir and 
an ample supply t>f water under 
the worst periods of drouth is 
assured for a town of at least 
2,500 people. The lakesite is said 
to be ideal as the water will 
have an average depth of 13 feet 
and reach 40 feet in the deepest 
places.

Parkhill, Smith & (Hooper of 
Lubbock are engineers on the 
project and will supervise con
struction.

Nine bids were opened when 
UCRA directors went into ses
sion here at 2 o'clock Tuesday af
ternoon. Wesley Hall of Brown- 
wood was less than $5,000 high
er than Kcbertson, while three 
submitted figures in excess cf 
$100,000. Holland Page of Aus
tin filed the highest bid of $130,- 
'.06,

At their session here UCRA di
rectors re-elected their present

officers, including L. T. Young
blood, Bronte, chairman; Frank 
Cannon, San Angelo, vice chair
man; and G. C. Allen, Robert 
Lee, secretary - treasurer. The 
Authority has available funds on 
hand to pay cash for the Robert 
Lee dam project.

Additional water system im
provements were completed in 
1967, when a federal grant was 
received and Combined with lo
cal funds for sewer system con
struction and water system im
provements. Approximately $102.- 
000 was spent on the water sys
tem, $50,000 from the grant and 
$52,000 financed by the UCRA.

The water system, as of March 
31, had $32,000 in bonded indebt
edness and $160,626.11 in con
tract agreement indebtedness 0) 
the UCRA. The city now makes 
a $575 per month payment to 
UCRA. This amount covers pay
ment for the dam, plus a num
ber of spillway repairs, and the 
$52,000 spent in 1967.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S -
On the Completion of

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

W e Feel This Is a Great Step Forward 

For West Texas

“ W E ST TE X A S LEADING JEWELERS”

“ The Store That 39 Years of 
Customer Confidence Built”

TAK E A FULL YEAR  TO  P A Y

NO INTEREST OR CAR R YIN G  CH AR G E

Chadbourne at 1 wohig San Angelo, I exas

S E R V I N G  W E S T  T E X A S . . .
The FINEST MEATS Available

USDA Choice Graded and Inspected

Portion or Fabricated Cut Meats 

Meats Processed for Home Freezers

Handy Packing Company
DIAL 653-2308

1809 N. Bell San Angelo

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE BEEN 

SELECTED TO SERVE THE 

E L E C T R I C A L  N E E D S

of  the

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M  &

E.  V.  S P E N C E  R E S E R V O I R

Three Rivers 
Electrical Co.

San Angelo
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UCRA
Continued from l*Ui;e .1

J^t For Irrigation Now I ’p To 
The People.”

The story stated in part:
Directors of the Upj>er Colora

do River Authority agreed with 
Bui eau of Reclamation officials 
at a recent meeting in San An
gelo that the easy work — the 
wu-veying and planning — has 
been completed on the Robert 
Lee dam and irrigation project.

The people of Coke, Runnels 
and Turn Green Counties will be 
the ones who have the final say 
as to whether the area bounded 
by Robert Lee, Bronte, Winters, 
Bel linger, Rowcna, Miles, San 
Angelo and Tennyson shall be
come "West Texas' No. I Irri
gation Project."

This story indicates that In 
1945 water for domestic use was 
a small conideratiun for building 
the dam. The big thing then 
was water to irrigate a v a s t  
area of Coke. Runnels and Tom 
Green counties.

As it proved out, however, the 
discovery of oil in northw* stem 
Coke County and other factors 
made the estimated cost too high 
fez it to be feasible as an irriga
tion project.

Earlier studies and surveys 
were made under direction of the 
UCRA in 1939, as indicated by 
the following story from the Feb. 
17, 1939, edition of The Obser
ver:

The following dispatch appear
ed in Wednesday mornings 
Standard-Times:

The Reclamation Bureau noti
fied Senator Connally t D-Tex.) 
today it soon would start an in
vestigation of an irrigation pro
ject <ei the Colorado River never 
Ru'bert Lee. Tex.

‘ 'Fuads sufficient for the com
mencement of the work h a v e  
been allocated to an invesUga- 
tion of the Robert Lee project," 
R. B Williams, acting reclama
tion commissioner. wrote the 
senaU-r, and it is expected that 
w«rk will be started in Uic near 
future."

The irrigation project nn the 
Colorado is growing brighter ev
ery day. and it seems that those 
faithful workers who have given 
a » much of their time to the 
project, are about to see their 
dream realized.

The crew of surveyors that are 
coming are supposed to be here 
by March 1. The crew will de
vote their time to the canals, 
etc.

This next survey will proba- 
blv decide the feasibility of the 

project. Here’s hoping.
Another story which appeared 

later, on March 24, 1999. told
of the survey crew in the aioa, 
and stated:

Headed by R. L. Sharkey, as
sociate engineer of the LT. S. Bu 
reau of Reclamation, came in 
Wednesday with six key men 
ready for their part of the sur
veying program <*f the UCRA. i 
We understand that the crew will j 
he enlarged as tile work pro
gresses. In company with G. C. 
Allen and Robert Knierim the 
par.ty made a visit to the dam 
site Wednesday so those in 
charge could familiarize them
selves with the geodetic surveys, 
etc.

The company will maintain o f
fices in Son Angelo and will be 
general headquarters for offi
cials and crews. At this time it 
is not known just what class of 
work is to be done by the pre
sent crew. Official news of this 
character ia very hard to get.

This great West Texas engi
neering feat has been pending 
for a long time, and as one of 
the officials said, "You people 
have certainly been persistent 
and deserve the <lam, and I will 
say that this is the only govern
ment project that is showing 
any activity.”

The sum of $16,000 has been 
allocated for this last .survey and j 
more funds will be allocated in | 
July. Everyone feels that this ■ 
survey will decide the feasibility 
of the project and everyone is 
hopeful that our dreams will 
come true.

CXilberson Deal will leave soon 
for Washington where he will 
devote all of his time in the in
terest of the dam. Those closest 
to the project have no doubt 
whatever but that the dam will 
be built.

Before much progress could be 
made on the project discussed j 
above. World War II came along ( 
and little Oould be done until af
ter cessation of the war.

Another story in the July 1, 
1949, edition of The Observer 
tells about consideration of a lake 
in Coke County to supply water 
needs of Odessa, Midland. Big i 
Spring and other West Texas 
cities. San Angelo was not men-

D o n ' t  S e t t l e  f o r  L e s s !  
While in San Angelo

Stav at the Famous

TEJAS
M O T O R  H O T E L  

Special Week-End Rates
100 Deluxe Air Conditioned Units 

~ T W O  SW IM M ING POOLS

~  N EW LY D ECO RATED  LOUNGE

Serving Finer F oods in Our Restaurant

Dial 653-1371

Hwy. 87 North San Angelo

timed as needing Coke County 
water at that time.

The story follows:
Flood waters of the Colorado 

River will be harnessed some day 
by a great dam in Coke County. 
This prediction is of many years 
standing, but its fulfillment is 
more certain today than ever.

Interior Secretary Julius King, 
out from Washington a few 
weeks, stated in Houston that the 
Robert Lee Dam is the only so
lution for the cities o f Odessa, 
Midland and Big Spring to obtain 
an adequate municipal water 
supply.

1'lulls for the dam a few miles 
above Robert Lee have been held 
up by the recent oil development, 
since th e  impounded waters 
would form a lake over a site 
which now has several producing 
oil wells south of Silver.

Set up to utilize and conserve 
our natural resources is the Up
per Colorado River Authonty 
which operates under legislative 
enactment. Beginning two years 
ago the annual state ad valorem 
tax levied in both Coke and Tom 
Green counties has been divert- ( 
ed to the UCRA treasury.

L’CRA was instrumental in I 
promoting the Concho River 
flood contio! dam now under 
construction at San Angelo, and 
is pledged to contribute $500,000 
to that project.

Recently the UCRA directors 
voted to finance municipal wa
ter supplies for the towns of Rob

ert Lee and Bronte. The Robert 
Lee project provides for a dam 
on Mountain Creek at the north
east eiige of the city, while 
Bronte will get its water through 
a pipeline from a proposed Oak 
Creek dam below Blackwell. Both 
projects would be paid off from 
water rentals.

Coke County has three direc
tors on the Upper Colorado Riv
er Authority Board. They in
clude L. T. Youngblood, Bronte 
banker, who is president and

geneml manager of the UCRA, 
and G. C. Allen, Robert Lee 
banker and ranchman, secretary- 
treasurer. Both Youngblood and 
Allen have been connected with 
the UCRA since the beginning 
and have put years of liard 
work in its behalf. Cumbie Ivey 
of Robert Lee was appointed to 
the UCRA Board a year’ ago by 
Gov. Beauford Jester. He suc
ceeded the late D. D. Campbell.

Main office of the UCRA is in 
Robert Lee.

L e t  Us S e r v e  Y o u  T o o . . .

W A L L
T R A D I N G  CO.

S E E D
G R A I N

DIAL 353-1963  

W A L L

B E S T  
W I S H E S  

on the 
Dedication 
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R O B E R T  
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lfi.6 Cu. Ft, ALL FROSTLESS 
C0LDSP0T REFRIGERATOR with ICE MAKER

Never run out of ice . . .  never defrost again. .  ^Space- 
master shelves for flexible storage. . .  Magic Shelf 
for easy rearranging .. . big 137-lb. freezer section 
. . .  easy-clean porcelain-finished interior . . .  thin wall 
construction for more f<x»d space. . .  adjustable cold 
control. . .  reversible doors . . .  fits into most kitchens.

Regular $379.95

$299
No Trade-in Required 

REGU LAR $384,95 Shaded Avocado or C oppertone____ $304

NO M ONEY D O W N  on Any of Sears Credit Plans

113 W . Beauregard —  Phone 655-7141

Plenty o f FREE PARKING

Store f lours: Thursdays— 9 :3 0  am . - 9 p.m.
Other D ays:— 9 :3 0  a m. - 6 p.m.

•EARS, ROEBUCK AND CO,

San Angelo’s Most Complete Deoartment Store
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Army of Heavy Equipment Used in Dam Construction
When it comes to moving more 

than lfi.000 cubic yards of earth 
and rock, a fleet of heavy equip
ment is a necessity.

To accomplish this in little 
more than two years time, Clem
ent Brothel's of Hickory, N. C., 
the prime contractor, moved in

perhaps 260 pieces of equipment, 
most of it rolling stock. Some 
estimates placed the value of 
this at around $6,000,000 When 
the job was over, the contractor 
held an auction sale and dis
posed of 249 separate Items.

Included in the huge equipment 
were belly dumps that could 
transport, with a heaping load, 
55 cubic yards of earth at a 
time. There also was a loader 
that could fill one of these mon
sters in less than a minute, and 
when one was loaded and pull
ed away, another took its place.

Over the face of the dun or 
in the jaws of the core trenches, 
huge tractors, scrapers, gmders, 
water wagons, plows and rollers 
crawled like a bed of ants. At 
Umes this work went on around 
the clock under the glare of 
flood lights operated by portable 
light plants.

Beside the rolling stock, there 
were root rakes, air compres
sors, drills, generators, and a 
steam jenny, and eight pumps 
delivering millions of gallons of 
water to soften ground or wet the 
embankment to required compac
tion.

There were listed in the sale 
eight rollers, half of them the 
huge sheepfoot type; 24 heavy 
duty crawler tracters, four wheel
type, and 14 motor scrapers

There were eight loaders, 12 bot
tom dumps, eight end dumps, six 
graders, six screening plant®, six 
grapples, six w a t e r  wagons, three

draglines, three drag buckets and 
a clam drag, two shovels, two 
cranes, two tampers, paving 
breaker, etc.

Closeup o f a Big Larth Mover

P L A Y G R 0  U N I) 0  F W E S T  T E X A S

Opportunities unlimited are coming our way. W e and all the other 

business firms o f Robert Lee should make dans now to provide the 

merchandise and services which will Fe needed by the thousands of 

visitors who will be coming our way in the years ahead. W e are 

lucky to have this new lake on our doorstep.

We Congratulate and Appreciate —

CRM W D
For Building the Robert I êe Dam and 

FI V. Spence Reservoir

Thev Are Tremendous Assets to Our Communityms

Robert Lee State Bank
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S t o p  I n  a n d  B r o u s e . . .  

R .  E.  D O N O H O
m

F A M O U S  1

Concho Saddles
RECTOR STO R Y } j

P. O. Box 125 

8 E A ST CONCHO 

SAN ANGELO

Recreation Important in Development 
Of I^ake Projects Operated by CRMWD

Water enough to assure this 
arm of West Texas economic se
curity for the next 20 years was 
the reason for creating Lake E. 
V. Sf*ence But directors of the 
Colorado River Municipal Water 
District are conscious that this 
volume oif water creates a vast 
recrsattonal potential.

So CRMWD is looking out af
ter the publw in the operation of 
the new lake It is providing 
five park areas, one at each end 
irf the dam. one additional loca
tion on the east sale and two 
others i*i the west side.

There are 400 acres in the park 
arm at the south end of the dam 
an<i 2SO in the one at the north 
end. The park <*i the west side 
Just north of the old Sll 1.S81 
route tvntaui.1 .TOO acres. The 
two others, on either side <»f the j 
lake, will have about ISO acres I 
each

These will developed a* rapid
ly as funds and the demand for

their use will permit. Perhaps 
the first improvement will be in
stallation of boat nunps at three 
of the parks one at each end 
of the dam and one other <n the 
west side. Others will be added 
in time. So will sanitary facili
ties, along with pavilions, barbe
cue pts. shades, etc.

Concession sites will be leased 
so they can be developed private
ly.

Three of the sites are just off 
paved roods now. and a fourth 
is accessible.

No charge will be made for 
iise of the public areas; however, 
those who fish and use boats will 
be charged a water use permit of 
."SO cents per <lay or $10 00 per 
year A $20.00 permit will cov
er the holder and his b'at guests.

The district will have patrol
men who will lielp the public, 
and to see that ordinances for 
safety and sanitation are ob
served

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

Need a new building?
.P U T  UP THE BEST BUY—
9A M ITCHELL BUILDING IN COLOR

Get it up in days, not months 
• Get any size you need 

• Get full use of every foot of space 
• Get quality plus proved e con om y

■ MITCHELL
(AUTHORIZED DEALER)

See
M c R A N ,

I N C .

P. O. Box 3036  

San Angelo, Texas 

Telephone 653-6707

Robert Massie Co.
D o w n t o w n

S a n  A n g e l o

F U R N I T U R E
C A R P E T S

AND ALL

H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S

S E R V I N G  

W E S T  T E X A N S  

F O R  O V E R  6 0  Y E A R S
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The legal vehicle which makes 
the Colorado River Municipal 
Water Ihstrict (xwwible is HB757 
of the 51st Legislature.

Until it waa passed May 26, 
1M9, an»l signed into law June 8, 
11*4!♦. the dream of a multi-city 
water project was touch and go. 
Five cities hod started out three 
years before In quest <rf this vi
sion, throe had dropped out. Only 
representatives from Rig Spring 
and Odessa were at Austin in 
March when a final draft for a 
bill was shaped. Representative 
R. E. Blount shepherded it to 
passage in the House on May

4, but a senator outside the dis
trict had to be found to carry 
it in the Senate, anti Senator 
Rat Bullock did successfully May 
26. In the meantime, the bill had 
got Uiat temporarily. Gov. Beau- 
ford Jester signed it in law. Thus 
the machinery upon which all 
else de|>ended was finally deliv
ered.

The act sets up the Colorado 
River Municipal Water District 
(composed of the territories with
in the corporate limits of mem
ber cities) as a “governmental 
agency and a body politic and 
corporate for the purpose of de

veloping sources t f  water sup
ply for municipal, domestic and 
industrial uses; processing and 
transportation of water; f r re< - 
reation, and (as amended) fo. 
mining."

It provides for a board f di
rectors named by the governing 
boards of each city with four 
each from cities of 5.000 or 
more. It authorizes the issuance 
of revenue or tax ben is (the lat- I 
ter only upon an affirming vote 
of all member cities); rets up 
the power of condemnation; pro
vides for bids on purchases of 
$25,000 r more; empowers the 
district to contract with cities, 
to acquire water permits from 
the state, to pu chase same from

IltKH.ATION IM I'OItTA \T

In constructing the fUber, Lee 
Dam, the contractor relied hea
vily cn irrigation

Karth to be moved was first 
wet in place, which meant that 
15,000,000 cubic yards of mater
ial was so-cked. To this, 8 inch 
poi-table pip** was run to the 
borrow pit ureas for wetting, and 
other 3-inch lines went as far as 
two miles to areas for moisture 
pcr.etrati n.

Thiee temporary lakes were i 
created on the river, a large one i

owners or to pun hase wate.r s*up- 
p l i e s ,  including underground 
sources; police iti watershed; es
tablish [wrks and .-ec-reation fa
cilities; to receive territory by 
unnexati n; to name officials.

several miles upstream as a hold
ing reservoir and two others at 
convenient locations downstream. 
With completion of the project, 
the Colorado River Municipal 
Water District will install a per
manent pipeline al ;ng two-thirds 
of the top of the dam, then at
tach laterals with sprinkle- heads 
to irrigate the protective grass 
cover on the downslope of the 
dam.
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SAN ANGELO

Test Drive 
The Beautiful

69
AMERICAN

MOTORS
CARS

Ambassador

Marlin

Rebel

Rambler-American

W E  LL DEAL  
YO U R  W A Y

D O W N T O W N
R A M B L E R

18 W . Harris

We Are Headquarters For — 

W A T E R  T A N K S

AND

S H E E T  M E T A L

OF ALL KINDS

W E N I) L A N I) 
M A N U F A C T U R I N G  CO.

DIAL 655-6778

601 \X est 1 I th San Angelo
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Our complete lines o f sports and vacation equipment are unequalled in this area, and 

the low, low prices are designed not to take all the fun out of your summer outings.
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On Completion of the

Robert Lee Dam
This progressive step in providing water 

means much to West Texas industry, 

business and tourism. W e are Droud to ex

tend our best wishes.
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Half Million Invested in Robert Lee Pump Station
box which is connected to the 
valve tower (which controls the 
inHow of lake water at four lev-

Starting water from Lake E. 
V. Spence un it 120 mile journey 
uphill to Odessa calls for consid
erable capital outlay.

Around half a million dollars 
is invested tn the main pump sta
tion, located about six miles up
stream from the (Robert Î ee 
Dam. At that, the saving in pipe
line costs, had the station been 
at the dam, will just about pay 
for the station.

CRMWI) paid $25,000 for exca- 
! rations into a hillside in the bend 
of the Colorado River. Into this 
hole went a huge concrete “wet”

els) by a 6-foot concrete tunnel. 
Five 72-in oh concrete casings 
rise from the wet box to the top 
of the hill. Huge vertical pumps 
(there will be two 170,000,000- 
gallon units at the outset) will 
draw water out at the hike and 
send it on its way.

Cost of the intake works 
amounted to $243,000. To this 
will be added $200,000 for pumps 
and motor controls, and probably 
$275,000 for piping and structure 
for the station.

O  I

ITis Hill Is No More— Material \\ as Used in Core Trench

Bond Issues Finance CRMW D
Starting from scratch, the Co

lorado River Municipal Water
District borrowed its first money 
18 years ago to finance the ini
tial increment of a multi-city wa
ter supply including Lake J. B. 
Thomas. pipelines, wells, etc. 
Three expansions and four bond 
issues have pushed to $53,600,000 
the amount of revenue bonds that 
the District lias issued to stay 
ahead of demands for water in 
West Texas.

The District got its biggest 
break when it needed it most — 
right at the start. Union Securi
ties, represented by .Joe King, a 
former Fort Worth resident, put 
together a package »f $11,750,- 
000 revenue bonds at on effective 
rate of 2 48. a remarkable offer
ing even in the face of the mar
ket at that time inasmuch as the 
District had no operating history 
at all It was not much more 
than an idea and a set of plans. 
Ironically, wuthin 30 diva of sale 
of the bonds, the market went 
up sharply.

The District came hark in 
195k to tssue another $4,600,000 
in revenue bom Is to finance an 
expansion of the system on the 
west end, principally a pipeline 
to par'll !H the section between 
Martin County and Odessa. The 
market had changed sharply and 
this Issue to Dnk n Securities 
went at an effective rate of 4,123. 
• The District later retired $1.* 
000.000 of thus issue when plans 
tar ground water purchases did 
not materialize )

In 1963. a quickie issue for 
$2,75'),0C0 *>r a 6-yv ir pr.yout 
was shepherded thr ugh East
man-Dill on. Union Securities for 
an effective rate at 2 4939 Tins 
was t., finance the pipeline from 
Lake Thomas to Sun Oil Com
pany's water floating projects in 
Coke County.

The big issue to finance what 
has become known as the 1966 
Const ruction Program (Lake F! 
V. S[*»noe. pipelines, diversion 
workst came In tw-o stages In 
September 1966. the Dist net is
sued $30,000,000 at an effective 
rate of 4.96 to East man-Dillon, 
Union Securities!. When a c<*itly 
diversion works and rising coats 
proved this not quite adequate,

Attend the 
Dedication 

Of the Dam 
Saturday

another block of $4,500,000 m 
revenue bonds was issued in Ap
ril 1969. also to Eastman-Dillon, 
Union Securities, at an effective 
rate of 5.453. The last issue is to

be retired within 10 years. All 
others were 30 year issues.

The District has a BAA rating 
by one major rating house and 
an A rating by another.

j/̂ bma^TkciHimUifon,
24 HOUR 

ANSWERING* 
SERVICE

N« Down Payment 
Easy Terms

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS 
FREE TOW-JN WITHIN 150 MILES ON EXCHANGE. 

OR OVERHAULS IF WE 0 0  JOB.
, 319 W. Washington

San AngeloDIAL 653-1361

Robert Lee
PLAYGROUND o f WEST TEXAS

Lake Spence will provide 

the opportunity for our 

town to grow and serve 

thousands of visitors.

WE R E L I E V E  I N T H E  F U T U R E  O F  T H I S  A R E A

And have provided the best o f equip
ment and facilities to serve the concrete 
needs for any job — large or small.

We invite inquiries from anyone who 
considering a construction job.

is

Sand & Gravel Backhoe Service * /aConcrete Construction

Bryan’s Concrete Co.
Phone 453-5441 San Angelo Highway 
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Solving Salt Water Problem Big Chore
Hardly had the Colorado (River 

Municipal Water District settled | 
down to serving all member cities 
from its newly completed Lake 
J. B. Thomas than Its officials 
began to talk of more water.

And hardly had this specula
tion centered on a second lake 
than a problem of salt pollution 
was brought into focus. The ini
tial report on surveys pointing I 
toward a second lake revealed 
361 ppm chlorides in the water 
at a likely site in Mitchell Coun
ty. Subsequent reports, however, 
showed the concentration was 
substantially higher.

Thus, when the State Board of 
Water Engineers (since succeed
ed by the Texas Water Rights 
Commission) granted a permit 
for another lake, it was contin
gent upon the CRMWD demon
strating the District could con
trol the salinity of the water so 
that the new lake would be with
in the United States Ihiblic 
Health Standards of 250 ppm 
maximum chlorides. Some ex
perts contended privately this 
could never be done.

Yet, at a cost of over $808,000, 
the CRMWD is going to do just 
that.

The solution based on the find
ing that nearly all of the heavy 
mineralization of water is in the

normal low flow of the river, 
and from the flushing flow when 
the river first begins to rise af
ter rains. So the river is plugged 
about two miles northwest of 
C<*lorado City with a line of In
terlocking sheet piling driven (an 
average depth of 20 feet) to Im- 
pervlous material all the way 
across the river channel. The 

I main portion of this is capped 
with a low-water concrete dam 
305 feet long, six feet high and 
two feet thick. When flood wa
ters of good quality conic down, 
they flow right on over the chan
nel dam and eventually into the 
new lake.

Stopping the water is simple, 
but what to do with brine is not. 
The first step was to secure a 
state permit far an off-channel 
storage reservor and to purchase 
400 acres of land for about $60.- 
000. This tract was somewhat 
like an amphitheatre in the bend 

I of the river, so a horseshoe earth- 
filled levy 7,700 feet long was 
constructed to create a 2,500 
acre foot reservoir (which with 
the borrow pits for the dam, 
boosts capacity to 3,000 acre 
feet). The structure averages 20 
feet high, is 20 feet wide at the 
top (which supports a roadway 
on 6-inch compacted base). It is 
on a 3-1 slope on the Inside and

We Specialize in Financing 
R A N C H  L O A N S

W e Carry A  Complete Line of

LIVESTOCK MEDICINES &  VACCINES  
DRENCHES, DIPS &  SPRAYS

— PLUS—

2-1 on the outside. The inside is.Hively by nan-brackish 
protected with rock rip rap. To flowing in below, 
prevent seepage of brackish wa- it
ter back into the river, a core 
trench with a 12-foot flat bot
tom was cut an average of 12 
feet deep and filled with clay.

The core trench involved mov
ing 109,000 cubic yards of earth, 
the wetted-rolled embankment
486.000 cubic yards, the rip rap
50.000 cubic yards. All this cost 
$399,935.

The next and perhaps the big
gest problem of all was how to 
get the water from the river in
to the side storage, especially 
when a flush flow was beginning. 
Here a battery of high capacity 
pumps came into play.

At a cost of $365,186, the Dis
trict has constructed a p u m p  
station that catches water from 
the river and boosts it ino the 
reservoir. One pump with 1,500.- 
000 gpd capacity will operate 
when the river is at its lowest, 
joined by a 5,000,000 gpd unit 
when the river flows somewhat 
more. Three pumps with capa
cities of 25,000,000 gallons each 
will come on In stages as the 
river rises, so that at peek. 81,-
500.000 gallons per day can be 
diverted into the reservoir.

An ingenious arrangement dic
tates automatically how the 
pumps will operate with an eye 
on quantity and quality. First 
there are water level controls 
which bring the pumps on in se- 

I quence. Then a salinity or con
ductivity meter (which accurate
ly measures the chloride content 
of the water) takes over shutting 
dtnvn the pump when the chlo
rides drop as low as 500 ppm. 
The balance of the flood, whose 
quality will improve because the 
mineral residue in the flush has 
been removed, is diluted progres-

water 
By the time 

gets to Lake E. V. Spence, it 
is good water, well below the 
USPH limits.

There still remains the prob
lem of what to do with the salt 
water. To get around this the 
CRMWD has installed an intake 
some 700 feet away from the 
48-inch input liner. Water drawn 
off goes through three transmis
sion pumps capable of pushing

the water 500 feet uphill and a 
distance of 16 miles to oil com
panies which will use it in oil 
field repressuring. This should 
erase worries that the 3,000 acre 
foot capacity <rf the off channel 
storage would ever overflow.

A supply of water has had a 
profound effect on the movement 
of civilizations through the ages 
of history.
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The Engineering Progress and 
Development o f the Robert Lee 
Dam and Reservoir . . .

A  Step Forward Towards 

Our Growth in the Area . . .

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

B a p t i s t  M e m o r i a l s  
G e r i a t r i c  C e n t e r

AND

T h e  C a c t u s  H o t e l
SAN ANGELO

LEATHER GOODS
BRIDLES —  SHAPS —  REINS —  SADDLES  

SADDLE BLANKETS  
W W  BRAND CATTLE HANDLING  

EQUIPMENT

W O O L  G R O W E R S  
C E N T R A L  S T O R A G E

CO M PAN Y

Dial 655-4492 —  655-3780  

210 E. Ave. B San Angelo

Cal-Cote Paint
M F G .  € 0 .

Manufacturers of Cal-Cote Paints 

Distributors of Pittsburgh Paints 

Distributors of Chemicals and Solvents

Let Us Serve Your Needs

Dial 655-8381 

P. O. Box 1382

408 S. Oakes

SAN ANGELO

P L A Y G R O U N D  

O F  W E S T  T E X A S

A Fitting New Name 

For Robert Lee!

We Welcome All New

comers to Our Store

It is our pleasure to serve you with 

all your pharmaceutical needs and hun

dreds of other items in our stock.

Sunday Is 
F A T H E R ’ S 

DAY
Shop our large gift selection for 

a present Dad is sure to like. Come 

in and let us help you.

Farris City Drug Store
ROBERT LEE



Morning Glory Spillway an Engineering Feat
One of the most remarkable 

parts of the Robert L<oe Dam is 
the gated morning glory spillway 
through which excess water in 
Lake E. V. Spence may be dump
ed downstream in controlled 
flow

The structure alone cost $2,- 
875,000 ami required over 55,000 
cubic yards of concrete and hun
dreds of tons of reinforcing steel.

Located almost midway be
tween the ends of the dam, the 
spillway will let water out of 
the lake down under the dam in-

S e e  o r

C a l l  U s

FOR

Domestic or

Commercial 

P U M P S

N EW  or USED

Windmills

Y 0  U N G 
W E L L 

S E R V I C E

Dial 655-8474  

705 S. Oakes

San Angelo

to the old channel at a maximum 
rate of 40,000 cubic feet per sec
ond, or roughly a million gallons 
every three seconds.

It has some imposing statistics. 
From the base of the foundations 
bo the steel super structure, the 
upstream portion of the works is 
200 feet.

The lip of the morning glory 
tit is shaped like the flower but 
with supporting piers) is 66 feet 
from edge to edge. This fun
nels down like the bell of a huge 
Sousa phone to an interior width 
of 28 feet, which crooks an d  
arches up slightly, then lays back 
down toward the stilling basin 
on the downstream side.

The thickness of the walls of 
the tunnel or conduit vanes from 
five to six and one-half feet, and 
at 32-foot intervals it is encir
cled by a massive concrete oollar 
four feet thick. These serve as 
supports and also to block any 
possible migration of water along 
the line of the spillway through 
the dam.

From the center line o f the 
morning glory to the end of the 
stilling basin is 1*56 feet, which 
means that the spillway proper 
covers a distance of 652 feet un
der the dam.

For practical purposes, the 
bottom t*f the spillway is at ele
vation 1770 (although its foun
dations go down 15 feet below 
that point). The elevation at 
b»»ttom of the gates as 1878. and 
top of the spillway is 1808.

The morning glory is topped 
bv 12 heavy steel gates, 14l* feet 
wide and 20 feet deep. Rising 
from a heavy concrete decking 
above the gates is a ring of steel 
superstructure almost 35 feet 
high which supports individual 
motor operated chain hoists for 
the gates.

The gates slide in steel frames 
with almost microscopic tojer- 

j an re. and pressure of water push
es them back against a neoprene 

j seal to prevent leaking. If. how
ever. a gate should give trouble, 
the District has a stop gate to 
drop tn the steel channel guides 
in front of the regular gate un
til it can be pulled and the trou
ble corrected.

The gates will be operated ac
cording to a fixed pattern of one, 
three, four. six. eight or twelve.

Water spilling through the 
gates, down the morning glory 

I and through the turmoil emerges 
on the downstream side of the 
dam on to a hydraulic jump, or 
a steep concrete structure at ve
locities up to 40 feet per second.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  —

To Our Friends in 
R O B E R T  L E E

H E N S O N  W E L D I N G  & 
T R A I L E R  CO.

Portable Welding —  Custom Trailers 

Sales —  Service —  Repairs

C.  L.  ( T U C K )  H E N S O N  
& S O N S

Livestock Trucking

Phone 653-1522 714 North Bell

At the base of the jump, the 
water hits three huge c nereU 
blocks (capped with angle i on 
to prevent erosion). These baf
fles are roughly 11 x 11 x 13 
feet. An water boils from tli s 
it spills into the stilling besin.

fr m whence it emerges ut a ve- i The stilling basin is in effect 
locity of no more than only three I a huge concrete box with walls 
feet per second. Huge boulders that fan out. These walls ore 
in the bed prevent erosion of the 167 feet long on either side, from 
eh-umel. | Continued on Next I “age
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MORNING GLORY' SPILLWAY 
< ontlulled from Preceding Page

2*4 feet at the base to l ' a feet 
wide at the top, and 58 feet high. 
The concrete floor of the stilling 
basin is 7.92 feet thick.

Service Outlets
Water does not have to-be 70 

feet deep at the spillway before 
it can be spilled below to satisfy 
various demands.

The structure has three ser
vice outlets which could let out 
as much as 50,000.0<X) gallons per 
day. One is a 60-inch conduit, 
while two ethers are 24-inch 
pipes. Tiie big pipe and one of tin* 
24-lnch outlets will pick up wa
ter at elevation 1815.5 feet, dump 
it into a valve tower half way 
between the lip of the spillway 
and the center line of the dam.

From the valve tower, the wa

ter flows out through the main 
spillway tunnell.

The other 24-inch line rides on 
top of the main tunnel from the 
wet well to where the tunnel 
merges on the downstream side

of the dam. Here it deadends, 
ready to be tapped for some fu
ture customer or use. Each of 
these valves is controlled hydro- 
logically from the valve tower, 
which also has controls which 
activate the gate hoists on the 
morning glory spillway.

- ...... -  __ V' 'V (I ..

WATER TREATMENT 
PLY NT AND DRIP TRAP

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District sells only r a w j  
water, with one exception. That 
exception was occasioned by the 
rising waters of Lake E. V. 
Spence, wliich will inundate riv- 
erbank wells that supplied water 
for Humble’s repressuring pro
ject.

The District then had to make 
arrangements to furnish water 
from the lake, but this caller! for 
a filter plant costing $96,000. In 
time this will be recovered 
through sale of water to the op
erator.

A correlative structure combin
ed the intake and drip trap fa
cility for Union Texas Petroleum 
Company at a cost of $89,000. 
Union's gas lines go under the 
lake, and the change in tempera
tures causes liquids In the gas to 
condense. These are trapped in 
a vessel at the installation, then 
pumped vertically to surface 
storage.

We Carry
A

Complete

Line

of

T U F

B R A N D

INSECTICIDES

LET US SERVE  

Y O U R  NEEDS

B E S - T E X  
Insecticides Co.

Incorported

— Wholesale—

DIAL *55-5705 

718 S. OAKEN 

SAN AN<iFJA)

Pouring Concrete for the Big Spillway

S I N C E  1 9 0 6  -----------

We’ve Been the Area 
Leaders

Supplying Name Brand 
Household Furnishings 
At the Lowest Possible 
Cost.

W HILE IN SAN ANGELO  
STOP IN AND BROW SE

S H E P P E R S 0 N  
F U R N I T U R E  C O .

«! »1 -

19 W . Twohig San Angelo

RECREATION  
A T ITS

FINEST....
A PROTECTED INVESTMENT

★  Large Lakefront Lots
★  Paved Streets
★  Building Restrictions
★  Pre-arranged Financing
★  Complete Water System
★  Paved Landing Strip
★  9 Hole Municipal Golf 

Course, nearby

SEE HOW CLOSE YOU ARE TO 
ROBERT LEE AND LAKESIDE ESTATES.

ROBERT LEE, TEXAS

“ At the present time, the water spreads over approxi
mately 2.000 acres and is out of the river bank about 
five miles from the dam."

“ The new lake will be about 22 miles long and about 
four miles wide at the widest point and will have a 
137 mile shoreline. It will have a capacity of 488,760 
acre-feet of water."

Over 600,000 large mouth black bass have been put 
into the water at Robert Lee in the last two weeks, 
bringing the total number of bass stocked past the 
million mark. Last fall the department stocked the 
lake area wih approximately 130,000 catfish from 
three to four inches long. The catfish stocking pro
gram will not be complete until late summer.

The fishing is closed now. but should be open in the 
early fall.

Due to the recent rains the lake is filling 
rapidly. See Lakeside Estates now and 
choose your lot, but hurry, 50' \ of the 
choicest lots have been purchased.

DRIVE TO LAKESIDE ESTATES TODAY CR CONTACJ . . .
SMITH 

E1DS0N
WASSON, INC.

112 W. 4tS 332-3248
Odessa, Texas

908 W . Wall 
Midland, Texas 

684-8346

423 N. Lincoln 
Odessa. Texas 

337-1T51

DEVELOPED BY ROBERT L EE DEVELOPM ENT CO.. INC.
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G R E E N ySTAMPS

And
Remember!
\ < >u Get 
S&H Green
Stamps, T oo

i -  OZ. .Savings Certificates —
4  $10,000 or More— 6  Months Maturity

% .Savings Certificates —
$5,000 or More— 6 Months IVMaturity

Flexible Passbook Savings —

S i
& LOAN ASSOCIATION
2 3 0  W . T W O H IC  • PHONE 055 -3110

STORE HOURS:

MON. THRU SAT. 
9 A.M. - 9 P.M.

SUNDAY 
1 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.

Across Street From Bobcat Stadium 1821 Knickerbocker Road

FEATURING A COMPLETE LINE OF:

Health & Beauty Aids 
House Wares 
Appliances 
Toys & Games 
Records, Tapes & Cassettes 
Outdoor, Lawn & Garden Supplies 

* Stationery & School Supplies
* Groceries

* Clothing 
Shoes 
Hardware
Automotive Supplies 
Sporting Goods 
Cameras & Supplies

* Pharmacy

All At Low, Low Discount Prices!
I N S T A N T  C R E D I T NO M O N E Y  D O W N
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Dam Represents Hopes, Disappointments of Many
By I’lmer Bird

For 80 years the business men 
and many landowners in Coke 
County watched red water of the 
Colorado River roll through their 
county, and they wanted it.

I knew most at the men who 
wanted it and tried to get it..

There were no giant dirt mov
ers, bulldozers, or loaders whan 
the first serious talk was made of 
a dam. and it was not for cities 
but for water on the level acres 
of the valley and the new town 
o f Robert Lee.

How would they do it? With 
horses and mules, fresnos and

scrapers, maybe a steam shovel 
and as drag line, mattocks, picks 
and shovels.

Where would they get the mo
ney? The government was not 
building dams on rivers, very 
few were built by private capital. 
The Encyclopedia Britannica pub
lished in 11H>3, largely written in 
the 1890’s had an American Sec
tion in which was a copious 
article on irrigation in the Unit
ed States. But no mention was 
made of dams on rivers.

Private capital did not seriously 
interest itself until the second 
decade of the 1900's. Settlers had

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  —

CRMWD
on completion o f the 

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

W e feel that completion of the Robert Lee 
Dam and E. V . Spence Reservoir is a mile
stone for the C R M W D  and for Robert Lee. 
W e wish to offer our services and products to 
all the people who come here to enjoy our 
beautiful lake.

GORDON’S VARIETY STORE

! E V E R Y T H I N G  T O  j|
B U I L D  |j

|: R E M O D E L
! R E P A I R

C o m p l e t e  B u i l d i n g  
M a t e r i a l s

tuMbefcGo. |
WILLIE V A R D E M A N  I

Dial 655-7313 1007 N. Chadbourne j
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poured in until in 1910 there 
6,412. nearly twice as many as 
there are today. The far sighted 
knew that dry land cotton farm
ing. which had brought them 
would not ukme keep them. Irri
gation would do it if they could 
get it.

Burro Tack and Trail Blazer*
The late Robert Knierim of 

Bronte, business man who many 
years operated a motor company 
there, early in this century luul 
foreseen the need for water on 
semi-and land to shore up the 
economy, and worked for three 
decades at getUng capital and 
government interested.

In 1913 an engineer named 
Stanley was interested, along 
with a Dr. Piersen, English cap
italist. who would finance the en
terprise. The late S. A. Kiker, 
long time county commissioner 
from the Bronte precinct, told 
me the story, which 1 wrote and 
saw published in a number of 
daily papers in the thirties.

Mr. Kiker said that, whde rid
ing his pasture one day, he came 
on a group of men camped on his 
land, oooking a jackrabbit. It 
seemed that getting permission 
was a formality overlooked. In
gress had been merely by cross 
ing the fence.

They explained their mission 
and invited Mr. Kiker to join 
them, which he did, and worked
on the survey some time. From 
near Bronte they worked their
way up the river, with a w'ell re
membered burro carrying their 
camp pack and serving both as 
pet and pest.

The capital and the capitalist 
were far away, and the surveyors 
sometimes ran out of money and 
provisions. Then came a day 
when someone rode Into camp 
with a new\>rpaper bearing black 
headlines. Mr. Stanley read the 
story, threw up his hands and 
exclaimed, "O, my God!”

After that he had no heart for 
the work. For an ocean liner, 
probably the Lusitania, had been 
sunk in mid ocean by a German 
torpedo and hxid gone down., 
G ing down with it was the Eng

lish capitalist and the first Rob
ert Lee Dam.

The crew went ahead until they 
were eating only the game they 
could kill, their provisions down 
to flour for bread, hoping some- 
lx»w that the survey might be 
ixaupleted and the project even- 

111tally be built. But one of the 
most determined and eager spir
its that ever wanted a dam on 
the Colorado had broken that day.

Soon the men w’ere out of food, 
and trudged with their camp bur
ro into Robert Lee. disappointed 
and defeated men They had hewn 
trails through the big ranches 
that then were wild country, 

| w-here now' water is rising in the 
Spence Lake.

Some years later, one at his 
Coke County friends visited Stan
ley in ort WorthF, w’here he liv
ed in a beautiful house he had

built with his own hands, alone.
Memories Grow Misty 

Many of those who took part
in these early endeavors are gone 
now, Robert Knierim among 
them, and all the thought and 
work and planning that went into 
them are memories that have 
grown dim. But irrigation was 
Uie prime obecjtive, private en
terprise the way to attrin it. 
Landowners were enlisted in a 
proposition to put water on j>art 
of their land in return for a part 
of their land to be deeded the 
builders, as one recalled it.

The torpedoes that brought us 
into World War I had sunk the 
first really serious effort to dam 
the river. Came the war then, 
and during it the most disastrous 
drouth ever to strike this part <rf 
West Texas in 1916, 1917 and 

Continued on Cage 4

A H E A R T Y  “S A L U T E ” 
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T h e  R o b e r t  L e e  D a m
&

S p e n c e  R e s e r v o i r

A R M 0 U R&
A R M O U R  A N D  

C O M P A N Y

1529 No. Bell 

San Angelo, Texas

We A r e P r o u d  t o  H a v e

B e e n S e l e c t e d  t o  A s s i s t

By S u p p l y i n g  —

R E ) D B A l RN F E R T I L I Z E R

F o r t h e R o b e r t  L e e  D a m

A n t 1 S p e n c e  R e s e r v o i r

Red 1Bari Chemical Co.
SAN ANGELO
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MEMBER AMERICAN
•EM SOCIETY

Let this emblem be your guide 
when the time comes for 
important purchases o f fine 
diamonds and jewelry.

YO U R  A R E A

AM ERICAN GEM SOCIETY  

STORE IS '5* t"

Holfairfl ifwTn; Ed.
SanG

I I West Beauregard 

San Angelo

635-3135

Texas

Manager

dona xatufatiom
to • I' *«; ”  1t.k .-J i

CRMWD
and all our friends in 

C O K E  C O U N T Y

on the completion of

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

W e are happy for our many Coke 
County friends on their good for

tune of having this splendid project 

tn their county. W e look for E. V . 
Spence Reservoir to add to the pro

gress and prosperity o f  this great 
area Thousands o f new peoole will 

now visit West Texas each vear.

Farmers k Merchants
S T A T E  B A N K

Member FDIC

Not many men have looped in
to a harder job under more press
ing circumstances than Owen H. 
Ivie, General Manager of the Col
orado River Municipal Water Dis
trict. When Directors named him 
to succeed the late E. V. Sjience 
in the summer of 1965, he had to 
take up the fight for a second 
major lake. Then, he had to build 
this $34.5 million project in time 
to meet commitments by January 
1970

A hard worker who earned his 
State Professional Engineering
Certification by years of exper
ience and hard study, he was held 
in such esteem by his fellows that 
he was chosen Engineer of the 
Year in 1904 by the Permian Ba
sin Chapter of Texas Society of 
Professional Engineers. Through 
necessity he also became expert 
in accounting and financial af
fairs when he succeeded to the 
top job of the CRMWD.

For the past three years, the 
effort to impound a lake above 
Robert Î ee nad deliver its con
tents over a new system of 132 
miles of pipeline fr>m 10-inch to 
42-inch diameter has been a con
suming one, often a day-and 
night affair. The end is not in 
sight for 47 miles of 42-Lnch line 
have to be laid and six pump sta
tions built and made operative.

I vie was with Freese and Nich
ols, Consulting Engineers, when 
he joined CRMWD in 1952. He 
was on duty when first deliveries 
of water were made. Soon he was 
brought t o headquarters b y 
Sp< nee, who made him Assistant 
Genei-al Manager in 1959. Ivie 
helped work out much of the 
complicated rate formulae of the 
District, checked construction on 
expansion projects in 1958 and 
1963, the latter when he pushed 
the “six months miracle" to get 
water from Bake Thomas to Sun 
Oil Company 55 miles away in the 
space of half a year. In effect, he 
was Director of Operations for 
Sjvence. I Erectors lost no time in 
naming him to the top post when 
Spence died in April, 1965. He 
figured prominently in securing a 
compromise which freed the per 
mit and opened the way to the 
new lake. During hw career he 
has pressed for numerous im
provements, including automation 
f  the system.

In assuming his dirties as Gene
ral Manager, Ivie said he was 
"personally dedicated to doing 

! whatever Is humanly possible to 
; look ahead to supplying and pro
tecting the future water needs of 

| West Texas ”
Born in Corsicana, Ivie gradu

ated from Arlington High School, 
was in the Navy's V-12 progium 

Continued o* Page 6

W A T E R . . .

Is our most precious resource

The Robert Lee Dam

holds back water 
for many West Texans „

W e feel this great project is a 

symbol of progress for West Texas.

H A M B R I C K  J E W E L E R S
Ballinger, Texas

B E S T  W I S H E S —

W e  A r e  H a p p y  f o r  t h e  

P e o p l e  o f  R o b e r t  L e e

The new dam is a tremendous asset to 
Coke County and to all o f West Texas.
New residents around the lake as well as 
thousands o f visitors will be a big boost 
to the econom y o f this area.

HOME FURNITURE CO.
and

HOUSE OF MAPLE
Quality-Service Ballinger

A L L  O F  

W E S T  T E X A S  

Should Be Proud of

Robert Lee Dam
The completion o f the Robert Lee Dam 

will usher in a new era o f growth and 

progress for this area o f West Texas. 

Thousands of people will visit our part of 

the state and tourism is a big industry. 
W e extend our congratulations.

B A L L I N G E R  T R U C K  
& T R A C T O R  C O .

Your International Harvester Dealer
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Lake Spence Named 
ForCRMWD Manager

The newest and largest lake of 
the Colorado River Mimic ipal 
Water District is named for a 
man who devoted much of two 
score years in the search f<xr ade
quate water supplies in West 
Texas.

Lake E. V. Spence, the 488,760 
acre foot reservoir just above Ro
bert Lee, honors Eugene Vierting 
Spence, first General Manager 
of the CRMWD. He died April 
4, 1965. His death may have
been hastened by the al-out battle

he waged for the lake which will 
bear his name.

A product of a South Texas 
ranch, he spent most of his adult 
life in West Texas. A 1911 grad
uate of Texas A & M, he served 
as Mayor of his home town, Alice, 
and as a surveyor-rancher. He 
served three years in World War 
1, emerging as a Captain. In 1918 
he was married to Elizabeth 
Wright, and Mrs. Spence is to be 
here for dedication of the lake in 
her husband's memory.

ĵ
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  

OUR FRIENDS 

IN COKE COUNTY
On Completion of the

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

A  COMPLETE, A  W ELL STOCKED  

H A R D W A R E  STORE

DALLINGER HARDWARE CO.
Ballinger, Texas

Our Best to Our Friends inMe Ciiii ntv
The Robert Lee Dam 

is a symbol of proper 

management o f our re

sources for the better

ment o f our citizens.

W e heartily endorse all conservation 

practices that will enhance the wel

fare of West Texas.

B A L L I N G E R  
CO-OP GIN & ELEVATOR CO.

Ballinger, Texas

B e s t  W i s h e s  . . .

on completion o f the 

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

Come to see us when you ’re 

in Ballinger for the latest in

wom en’s fashions.

M I D D L E T O N ’ S 
Fashion Headquarters

Ballinger, Texas

First bottled water available W IT H O U T  the bottles!

N ew  C u l l i g a n  A q u a  1 
W A T E R  P U R I F I E R

Col. E. V. Spence

After the war, he returned to 
A & M in 1924 to earn a Master's 
Degree in Civil Engineering with 
a major in City Management, and 
immediately San Angelo named 
him City Manager. Later he re
signed to enter private business, 
then served as Big Spring City 
Manager, 1931-1941, leaving this 
post for World War II seivice.

Col< nel Spence's service ar, l*o.st 
Engineer at Camp Swift was rat
ed the most outstanding in the 
Eighth Corps area. Governor 
Coke Stephenson named him to 
the State Board of Water Engi
neers, Governor Beaufort* Jester 
elevated him to the Chairmanship 
and Governor Allan Shiver; ap
pointed him Interstate Water 
Compact Commissioner, f r o m  
whence he came January 1, 1951, 
to be General Manager o f the 
newly farmed CRMWI) as it pre
pared for a $12 million construc
tion program.

His years as a City Manager, 
as well as that at state levels, had 
qualified him for a conUnuing ef
fort to keep this area in water. 
Before Lake J. B. Thomas, the 
first ORMIWD reservoir was 
started, he explored possibility of 
diverting much of the Deep Creek 
shed into it. This eventually led 
to a proposal for a second lake in 
1956, a project that took another 
nine years to firm into a permit 
and three more to build.

While pushing a state water 
plan for Governor Jester. Spence 
warned leaders in this region, 
"you never get up with your 
water.” When urging a decision 
to file for a second lake, he ad
monished, "You can't fool around 
about tying up this water. . .1 
cannot over emphasize the need. 
for this water for West Texas.” |

Although steeped in practical-j 
ities of engineering and econom
ics, he was imaginative and per
ceptive. He secured an amend
ment to the permit when oilfield 

Continued on Page 6

DRINKING W A T E R
♦ Baby’s formula
♦ Ice cubes, mixed drinks
♦ Coffee, tea
♦ Frozen juices, soups, cooking
♦ Low sodium diets
♦ Steam irons, vaporizers, 

humidifiers, batteries
♦ Plants, aquariums, photography

Only $7.50 per month

OCR SERVICEMAN CAN INSTALL

C U L L I G A N  
Water Conditioning Co.

SAN ANGELO

P R O D U C T I O N  R I G S  F O R  

T H E  P E T R O L E U M  I N D U S T R Y

Pool Company
P r o d u c t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t

W O R K O V E R S COMPLETIONS

DRILL MOBILE

P O O L  C O M P A N Y
653-2491

515 W . Ave. N San Angelo
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R o b e r t  L e e
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R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
* W e have been serving West Texas 

with reliable footwear for over 
a quarter century.

I
J

S H O E  S T O R E
Serving W est Texas

SAN ANGELO ♦ ODESSA KJG SPRING
♦ Village ♦ BRADY ♦Higland
♦ Downtown ♦ Downtown

Y O U ’ L L  A L W A Y S  

E N J O Y

Western Gold 
Coffee

SERVING HOTELS. MOTELS 

RESTAURAN TS  

CAFE BLENDS

D e C O T Y  C O F F E E  CO

SAN ANGELO

We  S p e c i a l i z e  i n — 

POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION 

E l e c t r i c a l
OR

T e l e  p h  o n e

CONSTRUCTION HOLE DIGGING

DIAL 633-4888

P A V L I C E K  
C O N S T R U C T I O N  CO

1814 S. Chadbourne 
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HOPES, DISAPPOINTMENTS - 
Continued from Pago I

1918. What Uie citizens had fear
ed and liad looked to irrigation 
to prevent, came on swift, hard 
and disastrous.

Their pastures bar** and live
stock dwindled, no crops and out 
of credit, many small farmers 
sold to those slightly better es
tablished and left the county.

By 1920, the next census, the 
county had lost 2.000 people. In 
1930 as a result of better seasons 
and some good cotton years there 
was a TOO increase, but popula
tion-wise. neither the country 
communities nor the towns ever 

I recovered their 1910 figures.
Ce<iar Hill was gone. Sanoo had 

I dwindled, Edith also. Fort Chad- 
j bourne withered away, Hayrick 
passed. The farming and ranch- 

I ing business recovered, but with 
I far fewer farmers and ranchmen.

Robert Knierim never gave up. 
During the twenties he worked at 

I interesting companies with capi- 
| tal. anti the late C. C. Hoi dor 
worked with him in a project to 
combine irrigation with electric 
power, and as 1930 came on the 
Robert Lee Observer was carry
ing front page editorials, with A. 
W. Pruett, editor-publisher, lend
ing it his own style of support.

In a front page editorial, is
sue of Nov. 14. 1930, was headed. 
"Power Plus Irrigation. The lake 
was thus described, — 4 miles 
wide. 5 miles long. 120 feet deep 
at the dam, and water released 
for irrigation would develop 400 
horse power in generating elec
tricity.

Some $.S80 had l>een pledged in 
the Robert Lee area to help in 
preliminary work on the project. 
In October there had been a 
meeting in Robert Lee attended 
by J. Q. McAdams, president of 
the Winters bonk; W. W. McCut- 
chen, cashier of the Robert Lee 
Bank; Tad Richards. Robert 
Knierim and C. C. Holder.

"Bumbles" Pruett, the editor, 
rang the bell with "Let’s put a

N o t h i n g
B e a t s

S a f e t y . . .

AND

T h e
G E N E R A L  
D U A L  9 0

IS YO U R

SAFEST TIRE

Generals Go a
Long Way

LET’S TR A D E

Stop in and Browse

R E D
C O V I N G T O N  
T i r e  S e r v i c e

Dial 655-5616  
Concho & Irving 

San Angelo
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prosperous farmer on every 40 to 
100 acres of land here.” Hie Ulen 
Company of New York and Le
banon, Ohio, proposed to build 
the dam "if it would really be 
profitable to the farmers, but not 
otheiwise.”

Whether it did not turn out 
basically profitable to the farmers 
or else the depression coming on, 
perhaps a combination of both, 
this project was also torpedoed, 
the last undertaking by private 
capital to dam the Colorado in 
Coke County.

The depression, the Roosevelt 
administration, and the turning of
an economic comer in the nation 
was followed by giant programs 
of flood control, anti irrigation, 
the farming of authorities, dis
tricts, and there W'as but one 
place to turn for financing the 
Coke County dream — to Wash
ington.

So came the Upper Colorado 
River Authority, authorized by 
the Legislature of the State of 
Texas to include Coke and Tom

Green counies. The ail valorem 
tax in both counties was set aside 
to base its financing.

By 1937 tax revenues had come 
in and Uie Authority w'as imple
mented at a meeting In Uie Cac
tus Hotel in San Angelo.

A Flood Ikuiut the Concho 
In the meantime in 1936 San 

Angelo had been hit by one of 
the most devastating floods West 
Texas ever saw, and the flood an 
the North Concho joined the one 
on the Colorado below Ballinger 
and swept down through Coleman 
County, which I was then cover
ing for the Standard Times.

Houses in the valley were 
swept away where the river had 
never been a threat before. I 
worked up the valley, making a 
quick reporter’s estimate as I 
went, and wiote Uie paper a by
line story which estimated Uiat 
financial losses from this flood 
equaled the sum that would be 
required to build an adequate 
flood control dam on the North 

Continued on Next Tage

W h i l e  i n S a n  A n g e l o

S H O P  F O R

Q U A L I T Y  F O O D S
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Progress is a wonderful 
step forward . . .

The Robert Lee Dam &
E. V. Spence Reservoir . . .

Progress should never 
have an ending . . .

FROM THE BAKERS OF

Holsum
bread

HOLSUM BREAD BAKERY
SAN ANGELO
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W E A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  

A P A R T  O F  T H I S  

G R O W I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

We Salute the

CR MIND
For This Fine Project

I Y E Y  M O B I L  S T A T I O N

Gabriel's
DEPARTM ENT STORE

San Angelo’s New Complete 
Department Store

SERVING SAN AN G ELO  &  
SURROUNDING A R E A

Specializing in Quality Clothing 
and Shoes for 

Men, Women and Children
COMF. VISIT IN OUR 

FRIENDLY. C A SU A L ATM OSPH ERE

2225 W . Beauregard 

Village Shooping Center

THE FINEST
KODAK INSTAM'VTIC Camera
YOU (AN OWN!

KODAK INSTAMATiC Reflex
TTFrT camera

Choice of 
1/ 2.8 or 1/ 1.9 
s ‘ jndard lens.

Electronic shu tte r. . .  speeds 1, 500th to 20 seconds 
Interchangeable lenses . . ,  28mm to 200mm 

Brilliant reflex viewing 
"All the best of everything in one camera"

BOB BAKER’S CAMERA CENTER
Bank Americard —  Master Charge 
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HOPES, DISAPPOINTMENTS - 
< oiitinuod from Preceding Page
Concho.

' Of course I was not the only 
one figuring, and the Ourpa of 

I Engineers was before many 
1 months surveying the Concho 
watershed.

Fedoral funds for flood control 
were allotted, and the engineers 
got in a huddle with UCRA. The 
money would build a low dam, mot 
high enough to shunt the canals 
and the eniegency water relases 
around the city. Bridges in the 
city would have to be raised and 
canal light of way provided. If 
UCRA would buy the extra stor
age, it would be built high 
enough to by-pass these problems.

UCRA put it up to the city of 
San Angelo. The city fathers 
couldn’t see needing the water, 
but when faced with the bridge 
building alternative, negotiated 
with UCRA. who wrote a con
tract in fact 22 contracts were 
written before the city finally ac
cepted the first one offered and 
bought the storage to be paid 
from city revenue. During a pro
longed lack of run-off rains, this 
proved San Angelo’s only water 
available.
1’pper Colorado River Authority

The efforts of L. T. Youngblood. 
Bronte banker, and Gerald Allen, 
Robert Lee banker, members of 
the UQRA Board of directors 
and, in turn, chairmen of the 
board parallel the efforts of the 
Coke-Tom Green Upper Colorado 
River Authority.

Government would finance flood 
control, power, irrigation, muni
cipal needs here and there. Per
haps it would here. But It would 
take many trips to Washington, 
conferences with engineers, meet
ing after meeting, much thought 
and concern by men already busy 
and working for no salary or poli
tical position.

As soon as organized the UCRA 
went immediately to work.

The Corps of Engineers made a 
survey, located a site above the 
Saul Ranch House on the river, 
and in 1939 this project was 
pending, evidently covering much 
of the present site.

Here, too, they got flood con
trol funds, but not enough for a 
project that would put water on

the thirsty land, and they turned 
to the Bureau of Reclamation for 
additional funds. The Bureau ap
proved, and the project was be
fore Congress with a good chance, 
when oil development moved in, 
and the cost of securing land 
with the mineral rights, protec
tion of the oil installations had 
to be figured in.

All the while the rice farmers 
on the lower Colorado had been 
throwing their influence against 
any sizeable project up here. 
Whether or not political pressures 
figured, the Federal powers de
creed then that, with the addi
tional cost, the water would come 
too high for irrigation, and the 
dam was again sunk either in pol
itics or in oil, or in both.

San Angelo men all the while 
were involved. Culbertson Deal 
was the first chairman of the 
board of directors, L. T. Young
blood was secretary treasurer. 
Upon Deal’s death, Penrose Met

calf was chairman, Youngblood, 
vice-chairman. Eventually Young
blood became cliairman, serving 
for some years, then Allen suc
ceeded him and is now the chair
man.

With a dam finally completed 
and its dedication pending, I visit
ed Mr Youngblood at his desk in 
the Bronte Bank, and Mr. Allen 
at his in Robert Lee. Both men 
could now relax in recollection 
of the long years and help piece 
in details of the story.

The man-made mountain tow
ers just one mile from the city 
limits of Robert Lee. How did it 
get there? What will it do for 
us and to us? Is this what was 
hoped for through three quarters 
of a century, just before and dur
ing our time?

Where To Get The Money?
All that time it had awaited 

some way to finance it. Coke 
County businessmen and land- 

( 'on tinned on Hark Page

B O T H W r o i W H M W W B W M M M I

W E A R E  W E S T  T E X A S  
H E A D Q U A R T E R S

FOR AER M O TO R  WINDMILLS 
And SUBMERSIBLE PUMPS

Pipe, Sucker Rod, and All Kinds of Ranch Supplies

HOUSEHOLD GOODS  
GARDEN SUPPLIES —  H AN D TOOLS

Everything for the Home, Ranch, Farm &  Garden

VISIT US OFTEN AN D SEE FOR YOURSELF 

The Most Comolete Line in West Texas

B4H
H A R D W A R E  & P A I N T S

D IA L  655-914)7

MINI N .  < h :n lb < n ir ii» - San Angelo

M e a d ’ s G r e a t e s t . . .

“ g e t  t h e  b u n n y  h a b i t 1)BunnyBread
Delivered To Your Favorite Food Store 

Fresh-Baked Daily 

By

MEAD’S FINE BREAD BAKERY -  Abilene



Variety of Fish Stocked in Lake
Not so many years ago West 

Texans, starved for fishing, had 
to go to rivers and lakes in Cen
tral and East Texas or head for 
the coast.

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has had a hand 
in changing that situation. Work
ing closely with the Texas Parks 
A Wildlife Department, the Dis
trict has stocked Lake J. B. Tho
mas from the time it began im
pounding water 17 years ago. It

has begun a similar practice on 
the new Lake E. V, Spence even 
before there was a Like If all 
goes well, the lake may be open
ed to fisherman by late summer 
. r early autumn.

The state tiepaitment stocked 
brood black bass in three con
struction lakes impounded by the 
ct ntractor, and many of these are 
up now to 3-5 pounds. In addi- 
ticn, there were yellow and 
channel cat. Recently, more

W orkmen Do Repair W ork on Big Machine 
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Congratulations
to every citizen of

ROBERT LEE

channel catfish were stocked, plus 
three quarters of a million fin
ger l:ng black bass. The depart
ment also put in some 15,000 
more br.od fish from lakes and 
ranch ponds in the area.

Now underway is a stocking 
uf striped bass. So far 34,500 
fingerlings have been put in, and 
more will come. These are salt 
water f.sh that do well in West 
Texas surroundings. A true 
bass, they grow large, are often 
up to 20 to 25 pounds and some
times substantially bigger in 
their native habitat.

Lake Spence, according to R. 
A. Schooling, administrative as
sistant, will have crappie, white 
bass, black bass, striped bass, 
channel oat, yellow cat and blue 
cat, in addition to the various 
types of forage fish.

O. H. 1VIK —
Continued from Page 2

and assigned to Southwestern 
University where he majored in 
math and physics. After the war 
he was with the Texas Highway 
Department as Surveyor, in 
bridge work and finally on a dis
trict staff. He worked cn three 
jobs with Freese and Nichols be
fore joining the District.

Ivie and his wife, the former 
Yvonne Bohannon, have three 
daughters. He is a past Vice 
President of Big Spring Band 
Boosters. Member of the Ameri
can Business Club, a Bible teach
er in his church. He also belongs

(1)1. K. V. SPENT® —
Continued from Page S

repressuring contracts loomed as 
a possibility, and again an 
amendment to produce, dispose or 
transport salt water when the 
pollution problem threatened. He 
headed Southwest Water Re- 

June 12, 1969 search Council in studies seeking 
to find out how to cut high eva
poration losses. He encouraged 
experiments leading to recharge 
of water wells with lake water. 
He became a leading campaigner 
against wiater pollution. Above 
all, he pressed for the second 
lake. Perhaps his words when 
badgered by an attorney unmerci- 

J fully at a hearing on the permit 
and asked just what did he know 
about water. Colonel Spence re
plied: "I kn<nv it’s scarce in West 
Texas.”

AND

COKE COUNTY

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M
is a splendid project for progress

A L W A Y S  H APPY T O  SERVE 

O l  R FRIENDS FROM COKE CO U N TY

Darby
Building Materials 

Artist s Supplies 

Custom Glass Work

Ballinger, Texas

SACRIFICE
To Satisfy Heirs 

Must dispose of property.

I am offering, personal inheri
tance, 33 1 3 acres plus another 
33 1/3 acres with 6 room house, 
modem, can be bought separate
ly. or if purchase of total 66 2/3 
acres, will include house in the 
deal, no extra charge. . . .  Will 
consider trade, or sale of equal 
value on persomil property for 
300 dollars p e r  a c r e  or| 
both in deal. Rich farm or dairy 
land, loc&ted approx. 65 miles 
near Dallas in Wood County, on 
farm-market r ad. ALL DEALS 
CONSIDERED Phone or Write

J. H. JARRELL
(915)  653-6121  

42 East 20th 

San Angelo, Texas

S e r v i n g  T h i s  A r e a . ,  

with quality dry goods

W E  C O N G R A T U L A T E  ALL OF

R o b e r t  L e e
AN D

C o k e  C o u n t y
On Completion of the

ROBERT LEE DAM

B L A C K ’ S
CLOTHING FOR THE FAM ILY  

Ballinger, Texas

%

zWATER
1

O U R  M O S T  

V A L U A B L E  

A S S E T

W E S T E R N  A U T O  
A S S O C I A T E  S T O R E

Home Owned by Wesley M. Hays 

Winters, Texas

0

Best Wishes to Robert Lee 

On Their New Dam —

We at Trend Furniture 
would like to extend a 
personal invitation to all 
our friends to come and 
visit our new exciting . . .

'tt ds.ts.la

1

Trend
2301 SHERWOOD WAY

fu r n itu r e
PHONE 949-6400

2

ALO N G  TH E SMILING MILE 

SAN ANGELO
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1 1 Tribute
To Three Coke Countians

('umlrit* T\ry(Jerald C. All™ L  T. YoungtikMMl

Workers To Bring Water
To West Texas

These three members o f the board of the Upper Colorado River Authority have 
. worked for untold hours and spent money from their own pockets to develop water 

resources in Coke Countv.

These three men have served long years on 
the board of directors of the U CR A. They 
have devoted their time, money and energies 
to making water available to West Texas for 
its growth and development. Their influence 
as officers and directors of the U CR A should 
be remembered each time a citizen of Robert 
Lee or Bronte turns on the water tap in his 
home, for they are the ones who worked to 
provide adequate city water supplies to both 
towns.

L. T. Youngblood and Gerald C. Allen have 
served as members of the U CR A board since 
its beginning in 1936. Cumbie Ivey was ap
pointed a member of the board in 1948.

During 33 years Mr. Allen and Mr. Young
blood have served and during the 21 years

Mr. Ivey has served, these men have worked 
to get a dam built on the Colorado River. 
It was their efforts that kept the water rights 
in Coke County and this area intact and made 
it possible for the Colorado River Municipal 
Water District to complete the dream for a 
dam in this area.

Of more immediate importance to Robert Lee 
and Bronte is the backing of these men in 
getting the UCRA to finance Mountain Creek 
for Robert Lee and a pipeline from Oak Creek 
Lake for Bronte.

Mr. Youngblood was chairman of UCRA  
from 1945 till 1964, and was vice chairman 
prior to 1945. Mr. Allen was secretarv-treas
urer till 1964 when he became chairman of 
the board.
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NOW I'NDKKW ATKK — Ttn- t«*r ha<'k up behind KhIntI !>■*■
bridge tu-rtMM the river on the I Mm and cover the Htracture.
ruth I to Sterling <ity iisctl hi The new highway koo, below
look like thin. The |*»M few the dam and skirt** the lake hi
weeks, however, have seen w»- the south.

fU 'ZAXNK McBl'RN.FTT 
IN TRAININ'U HKKK

Suzanne McBumett. daughter 
of Mr. ami Mira Pete McBumett, 
Odessa. is serving a two months 
training assignment in the Ooke 
County Extension Office in Rob
ert Lee. The assistant extensicm 
agent will work primarily wsth 
Mrs. Fay C. Roe. County Home 
Demonstration Agent. She will 
participate in ami observe all 
phases of Ex1enxi<d work in pre
paration for her assignment as 
Concho County Home Demon
stration Agent. She will assume 
her duties there «n August 1.

Miss McBumett is a graduate 
o f Permian High School in Odes
sa and a spring graduate of Tex
as Tech in Lubbock. She has a 
vocational teaching certificate 
Her practice teaching was done in

[Central High School in San An
gelo where Mrs B. F. Kirk, a 
former home economics teacher 
in Bront e, is head of the deport-

1 mont.
Miss McBumett is making her 

home in Robert Lee with Mrs. 
Lois Mae Smith.

Mr. and Mrs. William Joe Har
man and children of Irving were 
weekend guests in the home of 1 
his parents far the Memorial Day 
weekend.

Attend the 
Dedication 

Of the Dam 
Saturday

W e  Are Proud
For Our

Coke ( ountv Friendsw

T h e

Robert Lee Dam
, is a giant step for progress 

'  IN  W E S T  T E X A S

W e invite you to contact us for all 

your sheet metal work and for an 

easy, inexpensive solution to your 

heating and air conditioning prob

lems.

A C M E  S H E E T  M E T A L

Ballinger, Texas

P R E C I O U S  W A T E R  . . .
our greatest resource

Robert Lee Dam
will provide an abundant supply 

o f  water to a vast area o f West 

Texas. This is what we call 

progress for our entire area.

Morgan Motors
Buick —  Cadillac —  Pontiac —  GMC

Ballinger, Texas

Recreation . * *
is a big industry 

for Texas

The Completion o f

I Robert Lee Dam
v
; will bring thousands o f

| tourists to this area o f

! West Texas
W e welcome the opportunity to congratulate the Colo

rado River Municipal Water District on the comple

tion of their dam at Robert Lee. W e feel this project 

will be a great asset to this entire section of West 

Texas and will provide water for future growth of the

.«<*.&( «R:i:ur

First National Bank
BALLINGER, TEXAS

The Bank o f G ood Service Member FDIC Established 1 886



Lumbering Monster Earth Movers Travel back and Forth

Lakeside Estates 
Has Lots for Sale
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W e C o n g r a t u l a t e -

Our Friends in 

COKE COUNTY*

on completion of

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

You ertainly have something to lie proud 
of in the new Robert Lee Oam and E. V. 
Spence Reservoir. Our best wishes go to 

you on the completion of this wonderful 
progressive project.

M A N S E L L  B R O S .
Your John Deere Dealer 

Ballinger, Texas

Lakeside Estates, the first de
veloper of living sites around E. 
V. Spence Reservoir, has hun
dreds of lots for sale in a tract 
on the south side of the lake.

Lots are available right on the 
water front, or back a ways some 
distance from the water. Prices 
vary according to location.

Some paving has already been 
done in the area, and more is 
contemplated as the area devel
ops. An air strip has been con
structed on the east side of the 
estates for the benefit of resi
dents who have planes, as well 
as for the accommodation of the 
general public.

An office is open each day at 
the site, with a salesman on duty 
to s h o w prospective buyers 
around the area.

CRMWD Lists 
Its Employees

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has an operating 
history’ o f less than 20 years, y’et 
it has an average tenure of 10 
years for its 48 employees.

The staff is directed by O. H 
I vie, who came from Freese and 
Nichols as an Engineer on the 
original project in January, 1053.

Other key personnel and begin
ning of their tenure with the 
CRMWD are:

W. P. Odom, Assistant Manag
er, (Sept. 1000); R. A. Schooling, 
Administrative Assistant (Aug 
1956); T. C. Richardson, General 
Superintendent of Operation and 
Maintenance (Jan. 1055); K. B. 
Stephens, Electrical Technician 
(June 1058); William A. Belew, 
Assistant Electrical Technician 
(Feb. 1969); Humberto Padilla, 
Radio and Micr wave Technician 
(Oct. 1054); L. B. Haelowood, 
Foreman-West Division ( M a y 
19521 ; O. J. Ingram, Foreman- 
East Division (May 1956); ftay- 
mond Philips, General Foreman 
(July 1959); J. M. R ss, Superin
tendent-Lake J. B. Thonma (Aug.

W e Are Proud • • •
i o  s e r v e  

C o k e  Co  u n t v  

Wi t h  D e p e n d a b l e  

A B S T R A C T  

S E R V I C E

4 Y E A R S . . .

Yes. 43 years is quite awhile, and that how long 
S. E. Adams has been in the abstract business, go
ing to work in 1927 for the Tom  Green Countv 
Abstract Co. Mr. Adams started building his own 
abstract plant in Coke County in 1928. After 
several months o f hard work the plant opened for 
business in 1929. In 1941 the three Coke Countv 
abstract plants owned by E. G. Waldon Abstract 
8c Title Co,, Coke County Abstract 8c Realty, 
owned by J. S. Gardner, and Security Abstract 8c 
Title Co., owned by Mr. Adams, consolidated, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Adams buying out the other 
two Mrs. Adams joined Mr. Adams as his wife 
and in the business in 1932. They also operate a 
firm in Ballinger, and had one in San Angelo for 
a number of years. Mr. Adams has been active 
for many years with his oil interests, also.

Mr. and Mrs. S. E. AdamsOur Service
is vital to progress, 
particularly as we look 
to the bright future 
which will involve many 
transfers of Coke County 
property.

1967); Douglas Robinson, Super
intendent -Lake E. V. Spence 
(March 1068); J o e  IMckle, Secre
tary-Treasurer (Jan. 1052); Wal- | 
ter Ross. Auditor (April 1053); J 
Mrs. Helen Stewart. Secretary

Adams Abstract Co.
(Oct 1955); and Mrs. Carol C’hia- 
vetta. Secretary (April 1063).

The District maintains a retire
ment plan for Its employees, plus 
group hospital insurance.

ROBERT LEE

r
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HOPES*. DISAPPOINTMENTS - 
Continued from Page 5

owners had failed in what they 
wanted to do on this river from 
the beginning — irrigate enough 
land to make the population of 
town and country secure.

The oil development had raised 
valuations, done much for the 
economy, but had not much in
creased the total population of 
the county. It had helped those 
already here to stay and brought 
in enough people to replace 
those leaving during that time.

Would water, plenty of water, 
put the towns back on their feet 
with enough growth to maintain 
good schools, build their econ
omy ?

I TOR A kept trying, going down 
the river to get away from the 
oil property expense, five miles 
below’ Robert Lee to what was 
known as the Wend land site and 
started over again. Here it was 
estimated that a shorter dam 
than any other site afforded 
would impound more water — 
680 000 acre feet, or 200,000 more 
than the present site.

Fifty eight thousand acres in 
Coke would be irrigated, a comer 
o f  Runnels, and many farms in 
Tom Green. This was approved 
bv the Bureau of Reclamation,

was up before Congress for auth
orization, and now they had it 
made! Then, Wham! World War 
II was on and all such projects 
wera off, and down again went 
the dam on the Colorado.

When the dust and smoke hail 
settled after the war, men who 
had spent time not counted going 
to Washington, meetings, confer
ences again and again and again, 
new started t»ver again. They 

' reached into pigeon holes and 
pulled out the surveys and other 
documents and asked for a re
study. They got it.

But before the war it would 
have cost $12,680,000. After the 
war it would cost thirty six mil
lion. Construction costs ware up 
that much. But need for fram 
commodities had slackened off. 
Farm costs had risen. It would 
not pay.

Dams in Arizona paid. They 
paid around the state. Irrigation 
by the rice farmers paid. Pump
ing from wells to irrigate the 
South Plains paid. But Washing
ton killed this one dead again -  
not feasible.

But in the meantime the UCRA 
could and did help towns in the 
district. After North Concho 
came Oak Creek. Sweetwater 
wanted to come into the district

Congratulations
To Our Customers of

C O K E  C O U N T Y

On Completion of the

R O B E R T  L E E  D A M

A L D E R M A N  - C A V E
Mi l l i n g  & C r a i n  Co

Winters, Texas

A C r e a t S t e p  T o w a r d s  
O u r  G r o w t h  —

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

FAM O U S BR AN D  NAMES  
IN MEN S W E A R  T O  BE 
FOUND A T  TINDALL’S

H O U .Y  ODD 
A t 'STEN -IJIEIJS 
KXNOflRXDGE 
TE M J'O
C R IC K E T E E R  
H. I. S  
C L U B M A N  
A R R O W  
E N R O E

B O S T O N IA N  
MART "M
K N O X
P E N D L E T O N  
P U R IT A N  
R E V E R E  
N IN E  F L A G S  
J A.DE E A S T  
J O C K E Y

indfiffi,
j j  DOORWAY lb  A MARS WOULD*

and build a lake for municipal 
needs. The UCRA insisted tliat, 
to do that, they must allot 600,000 
gallons per day to be used within 
the district.

Bronte draw’s from that water, 
using a pipeline built by UCRA, 
paying for all that and improve
ments made by UCRA to their 
city system by the moaith from 
their water revenue.

Robert Lee, with oil develop
ment, needed more water, and the 
UCRA built far them Mountain 
Creek Lake at a cost of $87,000 
contract price, to which was later 
added repairs an the spillway and 
considerable improvement to Rob
ert Lee's water system, for which 
they pay, as Bronte does, out of 
w’ater revenue by the month, at 
cost.

The next hope was to combine 
municipal needs with irrigation, 
and they contacted the most like
ly cities. San Angelo could be 
served. Water could be pumped 
to Abilene by way of Buffalo Gap. 
But they wouldn't buy. San An
gelo built Three Rivers and Abi
lene built Phantom Hill.

Now’ we were out of the forties 
and into the fifties and oil devel
opment had spread all over West 
Texas. It had brought multiplied 
millions in dollars, and thousands 
of people to Snyder, Big Spring, 
Midland, Odessa, as well as Abi
lene and San Angelo.

Up stream and beyond the 
headwaters there wasn't enough 
water from wells and lakes, and 
people couldn’t drink the oil. City 
dads looked around for water. 
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District w h s  formed.

The municipal district built 
Lake J. B. Thomas in Scurry 
county. wnth water revenue 
bonds. Not only did it meet its 
own funding, but provided credit 
for launching another lake. The 
oil fed cities were looking for 
industry, wanted still more water 
in their future, sent surveyors 
down the Colorado. Now we were 
in the early sixties.

F o r  T h o s e  
W h o

S E W
SEE TH E NEW EST  

A R R IV A L S  

DAILY

15 V%. Beauregard San Angelo

B e a u t i f u l  
F A B R I C S  
N O T I O N S  
P A T T E R N S

Dial 949 -5711 

2002 W . Beauregard 

San Angelo

The site chosen was a mile 
from Robert Lee’s city limits 
within the Upper Colorado River 
Authority’s two-county district. 
Now there was a way to finance 
it. for the first time since the 
idea started. But not fur w’ater 
on the fields.

But UCRA must approve when 
the numk’ipalities went to AusUn 
for the permit. Before approval, 
the directors stipulated that wa
ter rights for users within this 
district and Runnels county 
downstream must be protected. I 
attended the meeUng between the 
directors of the two bodies.

UCRA said they would build 
the dam and sell water to the 
municipal distriot, or agree for 
the district to build it and sell 
to them for those w’ho need in 
this downstream area, specifying 
at that time 50,000 acre feet.

To this ORMVVD agreed and 
committees were appointed to 
meet with engineers in working 
out details of the arrangement. 
CR113WD would build the dam, 
and guarantee water to the 
people for whom UCRA spoke, 
on terms to be worked out.

When the hearing came up in 
Austin, hotly contested by the 
Lower Colorado River Authority, 
the lower river people finally con
sented to an agreement whereby 
CRMWD would be permitted to 
retain 297,000 acre feet for use

above Lake Buchanan, and that 
all over tliat must be released 
downstream to the Ix>wer Au
thority If needed — that is the 
difference between 297,000 and 
480,000 acre feet.

But the municipal district held 
out on writing into the permit the 
specific provision demanded by 
UCRA. Finally the UCRA direc
tors put it straight. Either write 
it into the permit, or UCRA 
would protest the bill, w’hich 
would kill it. The provision was 
written into the permit. San An
gelo has alieady contracted for 
some of this water.

Midland, Odessa, Snyder, Big 
Spring, Stanton are already con
tractors. Each may use all It 
needs as long as there is plenty 
there, of course paying for their 
water as their contract specifies. 
If ever there should be less water 
than the total contracted, by rea
son of drouth, for example, then 
each will draw a pro rata 
percentage of the total, bas
ed on the percentage the contract 
is of the total contract.

Bit»nte, Ballinger, Robert Lee. 
and the village of S&nco have a 
fairly definite committment that 
they may get water.

That involves enough custom
ers to need enough more water 
than at present to furnish the re
venue that will pay for pipelines 
and the water contracts.

Open Daily 9-9 Sun. 1 -5 :30  Fri., Sat., Sun.

— ................ ............- ............— ........................- ..............-  ........................  ’ *. .

SPECIAL ON K MARTS
3-HP. ROTARY MOWERS

39.88
Quality mower features 3 H.P. Briggs and Stratton 
starter engine. It has 22" cutting width 7" wheels 
are staggered. Chrome ' 'U" type handle with mount
ed engine control. In red. Charge It.

22” 3 H. P.  DELUXE IMPULSE

Discount Price 
Charge It 59.88

Has dial-type wheel adjusters and dual engine control. 
Crass Catchers for All Three Mowers each 5.97

3301 Sherwood W ay at West Ave. N 

SAN ANGELO


