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1881 Rustlers In 
Cornerstone Of 
Old Court House

Coke County has had a newsf-' 
p aper since sdi>n T ite r  the cour 
ty  w as organized. In the  ear) 
days it was known as the Col 
County R ustler, but about lllllljr
y ea rs  la te r  the nam e w as chang f A rthur, 
to  The O bserver. * c ~-

Shown above is one of th  
copies of The R ustler rem o 
from  the cornerstone when the 
cou rt house w as torn down 
usm m er. Two of the p ap ers  w 
prin ted  in May, 1891, a t H ayi| 
and the th ird  issue w as d a te il 
Ju ly  of the sam e y e a r  a fte r j 
courthouse and new spaper pf 
w ere  moved from  H ayrick to |- 
foert Lee.

T he papers w ere not well 
served  as w a te r had seeped 
(the cornerstone. They are  
able, however, and a re  disp 
u nder glass on the landing 
ing to  the basem ent. Little 
of historical value was foui$ii 
th e  old cornerstone.

The R ustlers of 1881 ea rri 
a sm all am ount of local newiit 
i t  had lots of advertisem ent*™
San Angelo, Ballinger, Collo 
City and Sw eetw ater, as w iis 
som e from  new Robert Lee Is .

F iles are  not com plete, la s  
f a r  as can bo determ inefiis 
new spaper has never misseclis- 
sue since it was ostablishedlhe 
y e a r  1880.

The O berver can rig h tfiiay  
claim  to being the o ldest ® ss  
estab lishm en t in Coke Coil 

_________ J

D E A T H  O F  C. A. M c K I l l '
Charlie Alvin McKinney, |»ng 

tim e  residen t of the Di 
m unity southw est of Rob 
died Dec. 31 in Austin. Jhral 
serv ices have been set foida.v 
a t Johnson-Cox funeral ■ in 
San Angelo. Burial will i> the 
Divide cem etery . Mr. 1'iney 
w as a Divide ranchm an lio re  
than  50 y ea rs . Survivin* his 
wife, a son. Vernon Niney, 
two grandchildren, M ary p sa rl 
Alvin, one b ro ther and <*der.
He was a b ro ther of thelM rs.
E m m a Cox of Robert I  who 
died a few m onths ago,

B A C K  TO  C O L L E G E

The following Robert Lee young 
eople have returned  to college 

afte r spending the holidays with 
ionic folks:

Te> ? Tech—M ilburn Wink, Ma- 
~y .»nn G ray .

Sul Ross—P k h a rd  Lewis Jay , 
jLeslie Nell Wink.

Baylor—David Dum as.
North Texas S tate, Denton — 

Tom m y K irkpatrick. Roland Mc-

San Angelo College — Jim m y 
G ray, Betty and Nell Burson. 
Joyce Bagwell, Voleta H arw ell, Jo  
Clawson and Bill Simpson.

Tom m y Hood has retu rned  to 
Austin afte r a holiday vacation 
spent in the home of his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. J e tt  Hood. Tommy 
is a student at the S tate School 
for the Blind a t Austin.

1957 Dimes March
(

Opens in Coke To 
Finish Polio Job

“ L et’s finish the jo b !’’
This is the them e announced by- 

M arch of Dimes h e rd q u a rte rs  here 
for the cam paign that will be c a r ­
ried on through January .

The “ job” is two-fold: To raise 
funds for rep a ir  of the dam age 
tha t polio has done to thousand?? 
of A m ericans in the past and to 
prevent the d isease from crip ­
pling m ore thousands in the future.

M arch of Dimes spokesm en ex ­
plain th a t  an estim ated  80,000 p e r­
sons have been left handicapped 
by polio, throughout the length 
and b read th  of the United S ta tes; 
and they point out th a t the job of 
conquering the d isease cannot be 
considered finished until these p a ­
tien ts have been helped to regain 
norm al and productive lives.

The second objective of the cam ­
paign is to prom ote the w idest pos­
sible use of the Salk vaccine, 
which was developed under M arch 
of Dim es sponsorship, and which 
has been proven safe and effective 

j m any millions of tim es over.
Com m enting on the 16,000 cases 

I of polio reported in 1956, Basil 
O 'Connor, president of the M arch 
of Dim es organization, said:

“ We of the M arch of Dim es are  
determ ined  that 1957 shall not see 
a repetition of the polio record  
of 1956. Even so, we know there  
will be a ttacks of the disease, and 
we m ust provide for the ca re  of 
all who need it.”

“ We m ust also rem em b er,” Mr. 
O’Connor added, "those persons 
for whom the vaccine cam e too 
late . When we give to the M arch 
of Dimes, we a r  ehelping those 
who need help and protecting 
those who do n 't."

Heading the polio c am p a ig n  in 
Coke County this y ear is I. C. Od­
en of Bronte, while Lewis Houvel 
of Edith is chairm an for the west 
side of the county.

Mr. Hcuvrl reports that Mrs. 
Winnie W aldrop, deputy county 
clerk, will be secre ta ry -treasu rer. 
Com m unity chairm en will be Supt. 
Paul Ashby at Silver. Mrs. Fred 
McCabe, Divide, and C. A. Dukes 
and E. C. M cArthur of Edith.

L E A V E S  O F F I C E — J. W. Service 
on Monday rounded out eight 
years as County Com missioner 
in Precinct 1. He has served his 
precinct and the county well and 
retires from office with the res­
pect and friendship of the com ­
munity. M any  changes and 
much progress have been made 
since Mr. Service took office in 
1949 and he has had a guiding 
hand in all of it. E ight years 
ago county funds were over­
drawn, and tax money from oil 
was just starting to come in. 
Mr. Service leaves a consider­
able balance in the Precinct 1 
road fund which will be at the 
disposal of his successor.

I
I

N E E L Y  G A R D N E R  H E R E
A rriving the last of the week for 

a visit with his sister, Mrs. I. B. 
M illican, was Neely G ardner and 
his wife of Sacram ento , Calif. Mr. 
G ardner was born and raised  in 
the Edith com m unity. He left 
here in 1911 to spend a few years  
in K ansas and M issouri and g rad ­
uated from  Wichita University. He 
m oved to California in 1922. Mr. 
G ardner re tired  last sum m er from 
his position as English instructo r 
and counsellor at Sacram ento  Ju n ­
ior College. Since then the G ard ­
ners have been enjoying a leisure­
ly m otor trip  which took them  to 
M aine and down to Florida, then 
back into southern and m idwest- 
ern  sta tes.

COKE RAINFALL 
WAS 12 INCHES 
DURING 1956

N E W S  R E L E A S E  
Soil Conservation Service

The y e a r  1956 has passed into 
history; and the lack of rain fall
recorded some horrible stories u p ­
on the pages of tim e. The drouth 
was the m ost devastating the firs t 
10'i m onths of the y ea r when we 
received 5.7 inches of rainfall, r e ­
cording to unofficial records m ain­
tained by the Soil Conservation

Poll Taxes May 
Be Important In 
1957 Elections

Only 283 new jkjII tax receipts 
had been issued in Coke County- 
up to Dec. 31. according to Deputy 
Sheriff O. B. Jacobs.

While poll taxes drop off in off- 
election years, it is pointed out 
th a t Texas will have an im portant 
special election this spring to nam e 
a new United Senator.

School elections held annually 
and any o ther local elections which 
m ay be called require paym ent of 
a poll tax.

Deadline for paying your poll 
ta r  is Ja n . 31.

D E A T H  O F  M R S .  R. O. J A Y
Mrs. R. O. Ja y  died at ? 30 p.m . 

Tuesday a t  her hom e in Van Al- 
styne a fte r  a y e a r’s illness. She 
was the m other of Sam  Ja y  of 
Robert Lee and Raym ond Ja y  of 
San Angelo, both of whom were 
enroute to Van Alstyne at the tim e 
of th e ir m o ther’s death. They 
w ere accom panied by the ir neph­
ew. Dick Skipworth, and were join­
ed at Abilene by their sister, Mrs. 
K ate Melton. Mrs. Jay , 80, was 
a long tim e resident of the Van 
.Alstyne com m unity. She is sur­
vived by her husband and eight 
children.

M rs. Jack  Corley of Tennyson 
received the Norge autom atic gas 
range aw arded C hristm as Eve by 
Butane Sen-ice Co. at Bronte.

F E R N  H A V IN S  is the new Coun­
ty Commissioner in Precinct 1 
and began his 4-year term Jan. 
1. Mr. Havins has been active 
in community affairs and is a 
former Robert Lee city council­
man. He says he has no big 
plans to announce immediately, 
but wants to see the county get 
value received for its tax mon­
ey. R. C. Sawyer is the only 
member of the Precinct I rood 
crew who is being retained. New 
appointments include Jett Hood 
and Roy Casey.

Service a t Robert Lee. A total of 
12.2 inches were recorded in 1956. 

The rain received by months is
recorded below:

Ja n u a ry  .......................  0.7 inches
F eb ru ray  ....................... 0.2 inches
M arch ........................  0.0 inches
April .......................  2.3 inches
May ................................  0.9 in d ie s
June  .......................... 0.2 inches
Ju ly  ............................. 0 8 inches
August ...........................  0.3 inches
Septem ber ...................  0.4 inches
O c to b e r ..........................  4.9 inches
N o v e m b e r .................... 0.3 inches
D ecem ber ...................  1.3 inches
Toital 12.2 inches
Lack of any effective m oisture 

during the growing season resu lted  
in the shortest crops ever produced 
in the Coke County Soil Conserva­
tion D istrict.

Landowners harvested  only a 
few bales of cotton, did not com­
bine any grain  sorghum , or h a r­
vest any Kindle feed All the g « 'n  
sorghum  died before m aturing and 
m ost of it  was grazed.

Not until October 15th was there  
a brigh t spot in the rainfall, when 
4.9 inches w ere recorded during the 
next 15 days. The 4.9 fell in four 
ra in s w ith 1.9 being the la rg e s t 
rain . These rains fell in slow gentle 
showers th a t produced very  little  
runoff. They have provided som e 
good m oisture where nearly  all 
soaked into the  ground.

Rainfall in 1956 added to the 
devastation of the drouth of the 
past decade. From  unoffoeial re­
cords the rainfall received dunr.g  
the p as t eleven years  is listed be­
low with only 1949 receiving m r- 
m al rains.

Years  Rainfall
1946 7.2 inches
1947 ................................  11.5 inches
1948 ..........................  13.9 inches
1949 ..............................  24.6 inches
1950 ............................... 16.2 inches
1951 ............................... 13.9 inches
1952 ................................  10.1 inches
1953 ............................... 13.0 inches
1954 ............................... 14.3 inches
1955 ................................. 12.6 in ch es
1956 .................  12.2 inches
The landow ner or opera to r d ie s

not h av e  any  power o v er p io -
viding rain , howeve: . the condition 
their land is in when rain com es 
m akes a big difference on the »f- 
fectiveness of the rain ; because 
it is the rain  that we keep th a t  
counts.

During the  rains in October, the 
m oisture penetrated  40 inches 
while on o ther soils with no cover 
or that had not been plowed the 
m oisture soaked only 5 and 6 
inches in the ground, according to 
A. V. Sheppard. Work Unit C<wv> 
sorvationist. Soil Conservation S e r ­
vice.

P O L IO  B E N F I T  G A M E
Bronte and Robert Leo boys and 

girls high school it-,tins will play 
a double header at the Robert Lee 
gym on the nigh! of Jan . 10. w hen 
all proceeds will go to the M arch 
of D im es. Lew lleuvel. cam paign  

] chairm an , says the event will bo 
I given a big build-up.



Popular Robert Lee Couple Are Wed 
In Church Ceremony Here Dec. 26th

The m arriag e  of Miss Rose Ma­
rie Saw yer and G arland  Ellis Da­
vis. popular Robert Lee young 
couple, took place at 7 p. m. Dec. 
20 at the M ethodist church. The 
Rev. T ravis M cNair offficiated 
with the double ring cerem ony.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Saw yer ami the 
bridegroom  is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Em ory C. Davis.

Given in m arriage  by her father, 
the bride wore a ballerina gown 
of white lace and a panel of p lea t­
ed tulle over white taffeta . The 
bodice had a V-shaped neckline 
and sh irred  sleeves.

She carried  a bouquet of white 
carnations and lillies of the valley 
atop a white Bible.

Kenneth June Saw yer, s is te r of) 
the bride, was m aid of honor. She | 
wore a s tree t length d ress  of red  | 
brocaded taffeta. Her flowers w ere i 
s im ila r to tho»e carried  by the 
bride.

Becky Ann Lyon of El Paso cou­
sin of the bride, was flower girl 
and the ringbearer w as J im  Bob 
Davis of Am arillo, a cousin of the 
bridegroom . Edwin Gene 'B u tch ' 
Davis served his b ro ther as best 
man. U shers w ere Tom Saw yer 
and Eddy Roy Braswell.

O rganist was Ronnie Sims and 
the singer was Carolyn Childress, 
who wore a pale green brocaded 
taffeta dress. T raditional wed­
ding m usic was played and Miss 
Childress sang ‘ B ecause” and 
“ The Lord 's P ra y e r .”

C hristm as greenery’ sprayed  with 
artificial snow v . , used in the 
decorations along with poinsettias 
and candelabra .

Following the wedding a recep­
tion was given in the church p a r - , 
lors, with the b ride 's  m o ther pre- j 
siding. A th ree-tiered  cake and 
punch w ere served from  a table 
covered with a white linen cut- 
work cloth.

When the couple left for a brief 
honeymoon trip  to Austin and San 
Antonio the bride w as w earing a 
brown wool suit with corkette 
shoes and bag and a brown velvet 
hat.

M rs. Davis g raduated  from Rob­
ert Lee High School and is now- 
employed as a clerk  in the Coke 
County ASC office.

The bridegroom  U also a g radu­
a te  of Robert Ix v  High School and 
San Angelo College and attended 
West Texas S tate  College a t Can­
yon. He is em ployed as English 
teacher in Robert Lee High School.

The couple is residing in one of 
Mrs. J . J . S. Sm ith 's residence pro­
perties in the north p a rt of town.

G uests over C hristm as in the 
home of Mr and Mrs. A. D. (Bus­
ter) Fields w ere Miss Beth Gil­
m ore of M onahans and the Con­
nie Brown fam ily of .Alamogordo. 
New Mex. The ladies' m other, 
Mrs. M ary G ilm ore, has been here 
••’n^e Novem ber when her home 
burned at Whitney.

Holiday guests in the hom e of 
Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Millican were 
their sons. .Alton and fam ily of San 
Antonio. Dewey and his fam ily of 
Welch. F reem an of Littlefield and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ja c k  Saunders of 
Stanton.

H ay rick  Lodg«
No. 698 A.F. & A.M. 

M eets second T uesday  
n igh t in each m onth
Visitors welcome.

E D D I E  GOOD. W. M.
J. D A L E  B R O W N . S E C Y

I N S U R A N C E
Life, Sickness and 

Accident, Polio, Cancer. 
Travel

G. C. Allen

G O L D E N  W E D D IN G
Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Iah*, who 

1 reside in the I o  met a com m unity 
southeast of Robert Lee, observed 
their 50th wedding ann iversary  
Sunday at open house in the home 
of their son. E dgar L. Lee, in San 
Angelo. M r. and Mrs. J . C. Jo r ­
dan, fo rm er Coke County resi­
dents, ce leb ra ted  th e ir  golden 
wedding C hristm as Day at their 
home in San Angelo. Six of their 
eight sons and daughters were 
present. Mr. Jo rdan  taught school 
for m ore than 30 years. The fam i­
ly moved from Coke County to 
San Angelo in 1940. Mrs. Ben S tef-' 
fey is one of their daughters.

PERSONALS
Holiday visitors in the home or 

Mrs. Ethel G reen included her sis­
ter, Mrs. Pauline G arre tt, of C arls­
bad. N. Mex., J . D. G reen and 
fam ily of Big Lake, Mr. and Mrs. j 
J . S. Augustine and children of 
Sterling City, and G arlan  Green 
and fam ily of Colorado City. The 
G arlan  G reens have been e n te r­
taining h e r m other, Mrs. Lupe 
George, of New York City, who 
left from  San Antonio for a visit 
and business trip to  Mexico City. ^

C hristm as week guests in t h e ; 
home of M r. and Mrs. R. L. Page 
w ere Mr. and Mrs. P. M Page 
and Mr. and M rs Elwood Snyder 
and little  son. H arrell Lynn, of j 
Odessa and M r. and Mrs. E lm er [ 
.Modgling and sons, E lm er Lynn j 
and G eary of W eatherford and 
Ronnie Robbins of Bronte.

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Wojtek en­
terta ined  a num ber of holiday 
guests in their home las t T hurs­
day, including M rs. R. A. P erry  of 
Miles, M r. and Mrs. Bill Paysing- 
e r  and son. Robert, of Uvalde, Mr. 
and Mrs. M ark Davis and daugh­
ters, M arilyn and Patsy  of Lub­
bock and M r. and M rs. S. R. 
Young of Robert Lee.

Mr. and M rs. Dave King were 
happy to have thf»ir th ree daugh­
ters  and th e ir fam ilies hom e for j 
C hristm as. They included Mr. and I 
M rs. H arry  Anderson of Oklahoma j 
City, Mr. and M rs. Dan Hall and i 
baby of Lubbock and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobby W alker of Robert Lee. The . 
Andersons have recently  moved 
to Oklahom a City from  Paw huska.

Mrs. L. W. Welch of Kerrville 
visited over night last Thursday 
with rela tives and friends in Rob­
e rt Lee. She w as accom panied 
by a friend. Mrs. C arl W illiams. 
The form er Ruby Bessent, Mrs. 
Welch had com e here  expecting to j 
take h e r m other back to K errville, 
but learned that she was in Pe­
cos visiting he r sons. While in 
Robert Ix'e Mrs. Welch renewed 
her subscription to The O bserver.

HOSPITAL NEWS
Dec. 26—Fred Roe. Sr., Mrs. 

O scar Collett, M rs. W. P. McIX>r- 
m an adm itted. Mrs. Thelm a Maul­
din. Howard V arnadore dism issed.

Dec. 27— R. s. Crum . Bobby 
Cowley adm itted . Fred Roe, Mrs. 
C. E. M cDonald. Mrs. Pearl Mayo 
dism issed.

Dec. 28—C arl Brock, E. C. D av­
is. Mrs. Sam Fow ler adm itted. 
Mrs. W P M cDorm an. Mrs. Os­
c a r Collett, Bobby Collett, Mrs. 
Sam Jay , M rs. A. J . K irkpatrick 
dism issed.

Dec. 29—M rs. Leslie Copeland. 
Mrs. C. G. W alker. M rs. Ja m e s!  
Bynum adm itted . E. C. Davis, j 
Mrs. Sam Fow ler. Mrs. M ary Mr-1 
Kool, M rs. B. B. Duncan d ism iss­
ed.

Dec. 30—Mrs. Sam  W illiams. 
Mrs. Jack  Cowley, M rs. B ru c e 1 

j Clift adm itted . Mrs. Ja m e s  By-1 
I num . Mrs. G ary  Elliott and infant 
I son dism issed.

Dee. 31—M rs. O scar Collett. Jack  , 
Trim ble, E. O. Higgins, Kathy j 

| Denm an adm itted.
Jan . 1—J e rry  Dean. Vicki Me-1 

Adams adm itted . Mrs. Ix 's l ie 1 
Copeland, Mrs. C. G. W alker, Mrs. 1 
O scar Collett dism issed.
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L. T. YOUNGBLOOD

L. T. Youngblood 
Re-Appointed to 
UCRA Board

Among the list of appointm ents 
announced this week by Gov. Shiv­
e rs  was the nam ing of L. T. Young­
blood to succeed him self as a di­
rec to r of the U pper Colorado Riv­
e r  Authority for a 6-year term .

Also re-appointed UCRA d irec­
tors w ere Rufus W. Foster of S te r­
ling City and Dale Leddy of San 
Angelo. Lcddy w as nam ed to the 
board last spring to succeed H. C. 
Ragsdale.

Mr. Youngblood, well known 
Bronte banker, is one of the first 
LTCRA d irecto rs and has served as 
chairm an of the group for m any 
years . He has worked closely 
with G. C. Allen of Robert Lee, 
who looks a fte r  UCRA business as 
its secre ta ry -trea su re r. Cum bie 
Ivey of Robert Lee is also a UCRA 
director.

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Bird of 
K nickerbocker w e r e  C hristm as 
guests of their son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and M rs. Billy C. 
G reen, and fam ily.

Mrs. D. H. P alm er spent last 
week in Robert Lee with her 
daughter, Mrs. Curtis Walker, and 
family. Mrs. Palm er has been 
m aking her home at Bronte with 
another daughter, Mrs. Verna Al­
len, who had been called to Big 
Spring by the serious illness of her 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Alvin Allen, 
who had undergone m ajor surgery .

B I R T H S
ELLIOTT—Mr. and Mrs. G ary 

Elliott (Jacqueline Mathews) a re  
paren ts of their first child, a son, 
born a t 5 a .m . Dec. 26 i t  Coke 
County M emorial Hospital He 
weighed 7 pounds, 3 ounces and 
has been nam ed G ary Jack  The 
couple has resided in Bober Lee 
the past year, but will m b’e to 
C enter, Tex., where Mr. Hliott 
is em ployed with the Soil Cciser- 
vation Service. G ra n d p a re n t a re  
Mrs. Sally M athews of Tuason, 
Okla., and Mr. and Mrs. C. C E l­
liott of R obert Lee.

SH EPPA RD  — A/1C and d rs . 
Floyd Sheppard (Shirley Yomg) 
are  pa ren ts  of a son born Det 31 
in B ergstrom  AFB hospital at *us- 
tin. . He weighed 6 pounds, 4Vfe 
ounces and has been nam ed David 
Neal. He has a s is ter, VaUric, 
2's years  old. The fa th e r is Ra­
tioned in the Air Force a t B rg - 
strom . G randparen ts  a re  Mr. and 
Mrs. A. B. Sheppard of R otrrt 
Lee and Mr. and M rs. E. E. Young 
of San Angelo.

FOW LER—M r. and Mrs. C hares 
Fow ler (E va Belle M cC utchenlof 
San Angelo a re  p a ren ts  of a da mu­
te r  born at 3 a.m . Dec. 31 at Clin - 
Hospital in San Angelo. She w’oifi- 
ed 5l-_- pounds. The fa th e r is en- 
ployed by Concho Valley R E .. 
The little girl has three b ro th e r . 
Delwyn, 6, L arry , 3, and Rickeg 
1*2 years  old. G randparen ts  ale 
M rs. Belva M eCutchen of San Ai 
gelo and Mr. and M rs. Sam  Fow 
ler of Robert Lee.

PERSONALS
Mr. and M rs. Je ss  Phillips of 

D a lh art visited here  las t F riday 
with Mrs. Phillips’ aunt, Mrs. C ur­
tis W alker. M rs. Phillips is the 
fo rm er Ruth Allen and was raised 
at Silver.

Mr. and M rs. Sep Hall visited 
here a couple of days the last of 
the week in the hom e of Mr. and 
M rs. Sam  Powell. They w ere 
driving a new auto from  Ft. Worth 
to their home in El Paso. A for­
m er home econom ics teach e r in 
the Robert Lee high school, Mrs. 
Hall now d irec ts  adult hom e m ak ­
ing which is sponsored by the El 
Paso public school system . Mr. 
H all’s health  rem ains  bed.

Mrs. E lsie L a tham  and C hester 
(Poochie) Allen m otored to  Car- 
mi, 111., w here they spent C hrist­
m as with Mr. and M rs. Lee L ath­
am  and daughter, M onncttc. Lee 
Roland re-enlisted in the a rm y  a 
few’ m onths ago and is now s ta ­
tioned a t Ft. G ordon, G a. M rs. 
L atham  and M onnotte will rem ain  
in C arm i until the school te rm  
ends next spring.

Mr. and M rs. H. R. R ichards 
en te rta ined  at a fam ily holiday 
d inner Sunday. G uests included 
C om m issioner and M rs. Ed Hick­
m an, Mr. and M rs. J .  E. T u rn e r  
and g randchildren , Bill and Mimi 
C ornett of A rtesia . New M ex., 
P ete  H ickm an and fam ily of Ozo- 
na and the C. E. T rim ble, Austin 
Sandusky and F ranky  Percifu ll 
fam ilies.

if  you don’t get The O bserver, 
you don’t get the n ew s!

A. B. Sheppard
APARTMENTS 

Modern Trailer Court
P H O N E  786-J 

R O B E R T  L E E ,  T E X A S

NOTICE!
TO MAGNOLIA CUSTOMERS:

The undersigned has been appointed Magnolia 
wholesale agent, succeeding B. E. Modgling.
Mr. Carroll Robbins will operate our tank truck 
and we aim to continue the farm and ranch ser­
vice in the western part of the county. We hope 
to give you the same prompt and courteous ser­
vice (hat you have received the past 35 years 
from Barney.
When you are ready for any Magnolia products, 
just give us a call.

R. H. Sims
Bronte Phone 123
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Phone Company 
Plans Big Year 
In Construction
|  A record 1957 construction bud­
get of $14,200,000 for G eneral Tele­
phone Com pany of the Southw est 
V as announced today. The 1967 
budget is a 20 p e r  cen t increase  
Over the 1956 budget.

W. G. W right, p residen t of the  
Ootnpany, said  the largest expend­
itu re  will be for outside p lan t — 
poles, cable and w ire—to extend 
d ie  com pany’s facilities in the 233 
exchanges in which it opera tes. 
About $5,500,000 is e a rm ark ed  for 
dus purpose.

A pproxim ately $4,300,000 is bud- 
ted for cen tral office equipm ent, 
,800,000 for station equipm ent, 
,100,000 for land and  buildings, 

•n d  $490,000 for vehicles and fur- 
a it ure.

W right pointed out that the com ­
pany will convert 25 of its exchang­
es to dial operation during the 
yea r, will estab lish  th ree  new ex­
changes, and will replace equip­
m ent in eight o th er exchanges. At 
tfie end of 1957, 83 p e r cent of the 
Company’s telephones will be dial 
Operated. A nticipated gain in tel- 
Ophones for 1957 is 15.500. 
a! G eneral Telephone Com pany of 
die Southwest opera tes 195.000 te l­
ephones in Texas, New Mexico, 
Oklahom a, A rkansas and Louisi­
ana and is the largest independent 
(jion-Bell> telephone com pany in 
d ie  Southwest.
I Considering construction budgets 
Of the Texas Telephone Com pany 
and Oklahoma Telephone Com pany 
(o ther G eneral System  com panies) 
tihe total construction budget for 
all three G eneral Telephone Sys­

tem com panies in 
is $18,400,000.

Home Demonstration 
Club Activities

MRS. A. J. RO E, JR., H. D. Agent

I am back a t work afte r a nice 
holiday visit with m y folks in E ast 
Texas and  a few days a t home to 
do some cleaning and rearrang ing  
needed about the house. Surely had 
a nice C hristm as.

The H. D. Clubs have s ta rted  
their 1957 m eetings already . I am 
m eeting with Bronte and G reen 
Mountain this week and will m eet 
with Silver and Friendship next 
W ednesday and T hursday  respec­
tively. The dem onstration is on 
“ Roasting M eats.” I will discuss 
m eat and m eat cookery while the 
roast is cooking.

I am getitng anxious to s ta r t  on 
the sem i-tailoring school for lead­
ers. I am  planning to have the 
“ pre-m eeting” on J a n u a ry  11 a t 2 
T. M. Two leaders from  each club 
will attend. Fabrics, pa tte rn s , 
findings, and p lans for the school 
will all be discussed.

the Southwest five children and their fam ilies 
cam e home for the C hristm as holi­
days. They included M r. and Mrs. 
W. K. V arnadore and children of 
Big Spring, Mr. and Mrs. Bill H ar­
din and children of Am arillo, Mr. 
and M rs. Duane Conger and Deb­
bie of May, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
W alker of Mullin and Mr. and 
Mrs. D. J . W alker, J r .  and  chil­
dren of Robert Lee.

Com m ittee chairm an  of the Coke 
County Home D em onstration Coun­
cil will m eet a t JO A. M. on Tues­
day, Ja n u a ry  8, These com m ittees 
will m ake recom m endations for the 
years  work for the H. D. Clubs in 
the county. The m eeting will be in 
the court house.

Council will m eet at 2 P. M. on 
the sam e day w ith Mrs. Jahew  
Jam eson, Silver, C hairm an presid­
ing.

C H R IS T M A S  G A T H E R IN G

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Dee 
W alker was the scene of a happy 
fam ily gathering when all of their

its '
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You can  m ail a check w ith ­
o u t fea r  of loss. I t  doesn’t 
becom e m oney u n til rece iv ­
ed, endorsed  an 1 deposited  
by the  one fo r w hom  i t ’s 
in tended . Y our cancelled  
check th en  becom es a bona 
fide rece ip t th a t  ends all 
a rg u m en ts  before  they  b e ­
gin.

Pay all your bills safely via check.......without taking a step
outside your home. Know where your money goes.......how
much you paid to whom for whaft. Statements and cancelled 
checks are returned to you regularly. Start a checking ac­
count today.

Robert Lee 
State B ank

H A R M O N  R E U N IO N

The four daughters and one son 
of the late  Mr. and M rs. G. A. 
H arm on enjoyed a reunion Dec. 30 
with M rs. Annie C a rrig e r and fam ­
ily in M idland. O ther m em bers 
of the group w ere M rs. H. C. Mc- 
Minn and g randdaughter of Corpus 
Christi, Mrs. Nellie D affern of Fort 
Worth, D. C. H arm on and fam ily 
of Farm ington, New Mex., C anaro 
Epperson and husband of Coleman, 
and a grandsor# Foy Gene EppeN 
son of M erkel. Also p resen t w ere 
Mr. and M rs. M arion Griffin and 
their children of Rio Oso, Calif. 
Mrs. Griffin is a daugh ter of M rs. 
McMinn.

S O C IA L  S E C U R IT Y  N O T IC E

F. Neil Tarvin, a represen ta tive  
of the San Angelo Social Security 
Office, will be in Robert Lee and 
Bronte on the following da tes: Jan . 
23, Feb. 27 and M arch 27. In te r­
ested persons should w rite to the  
San Angelo d istric t office for an 
appointm ent. They will then be 
notified as to the tim e and place 
when the represen ta tive  will m eet
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them . Anyone wishing to file a 
claim  for re tirem en t o r survivors 
benefits under the Social Security 
Act, o r  anyone having questions

to ask are  invited to m ake an ap­
pointm ent.

TRY A WANT AD!

APPLIANCES SYSTEMS

SAN ANGELO PHONE 4743

Fraley & Company
B U T A N E

D I S T R I B U T O R S
m

H.  C.  P R E S L A R
Robert Lee Representative 

Phone 154

SERVICE INSTALLATIONS

the New Frigidaire
SHEER LOOK
Slecfaic4 • •

range

NOTHING MEASURES
UP TO Stectxic 
COOKING WITH THIS 
Frigidaire ZUc&uc range

H ere’s a *57 Frigidaire Im perial Range so loaded with autom atic cooking features and 
extra conveniences that it’s practically a whole "electric kitchen” all by itself!

Come see this m arvelous ’57 Frig idaire Im perial. See why it’s called the 
"th inkingest” range ever devised. Sec how completely autom atic it is — 
see how it makes perfect m eal-getting easy, fun and foolproof.

And see how the clean, classic lines of its new Sheer Look 
will blend right into your kitchen to  help give that treasured 

"built-in” look! Come in see these Frigidaire SHEER LOOK 
Electric Ranges.

BUDGET
TERMS

AS LOW AS

West lexas l tilitics
Company

i
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Silver News
Silver public school took up 

again  W ednesday afte r two weeks 
vacation over the holidays.

A group gathering Sunday for a 
fam ily d inner in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen Jam eson  included 
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Brown, Mr. 
and Mrs. G. S. Brown of Vincent, 
Mr. and M rs. G. A. Jam eson  and 
children of Big l^ake and Mr. and 
M rs. M aurice Duncan of Silver.

John P. Voelkel arrived  last 
T hursday for a two w eeks’ visit 
with his son, John Voelkel, and 
fam ily.

Mrs. P. P. McGee of Colorado 
City spent Sunday with Silver 
friends and attended services a t 
the Church of Christ.

H. K. K irkpatrick has returned  
from  Ada, Okla., where he visit­
ed over C hristm as with his m oth­
er.

V isitors in the F rank  Lacik home 
over the weekend were M r. and 
M rs. J .  B. Thurston and children 
of Cam den, New Jersey , and M rs. 
T. S. Grubbs. Sr. of Dallas.

A ttending the New Y ears Day 
football gam e in the Cotton Bowl 
at D allas were the Hale Kincaids 
and the G eorge Fugates.

M r. and Mrs. Chas. Crow'son, Sr. 
of L areneeburg, Tenn., a re  here 
for a holiday visit in the home of 
their son, Charlie Crowson, Sun 
engineer.

F o rrest Ferguson and fam ily 
visited over the holiday weekend 
with kinfolks in Dallas.

M rs. Arch M athers and son, 
Robert, retu rned  Sunday from 
G rand P ra rie  where they had been 
with the fo rm er's  m other, Mrs. 
Tad Walls, who underw ent m ajor 
su rgery  last week. The patient is 
m aking a  good recovery.

M i. and Mrs. Lee Weigel and 
son, Tom m y, retu rned  F riday from 
a w eek 's vacation. They visited 
rela tives a t Luling, Uvalde and 
San Antonio.

S ilver Lions Club postponed 
their m eeting this week until 
Tuesday. Jan . 15. Ladies night 
will be observed Jan . 29.

M rs. W. L. A shm ore was called 
to Johnson City Monday by the 
serious illness of her m other, Mrs. 
A. B. Stanford.

Mr. and M rs. John  T. S tew art 
and children joined relatives of 
Mrs. S tew art a t a C hristm as gath­
ering at Killeen. She has two 
b ro thers who a re  stationed at Fort 
Hood, and her paren ts  cam e from 
P o rt A rthur for the event.

Clayton Bloodworth and his wife 
of Fort Worth are  here for a two 
w eeks’ holiday visit with kinfolks, 
the H. L. Bloodworth and P erry  
Post fam ilies. Clayton is sta tion­
ed in the Air Force a t Carsw ell 
Field and will com plete a 4-year 
enlistm ent in early  M arch. His 
wife is em ployed in the security  
division at Consolidated A ircraft 
factory .

Gene G arn e r and fam ily visited 
over C hristm as a t E astland  and 
Breckenridge.

F rank  Kizer spent C hristm as

with his p a ren ts  in Dallas.
Bob E dw ards and fam ily mo­

tored to Ozona S atu rday  w here 
they spent the weekend with his 
paren ts , Mr. and Mrs. A. J . Ed­
w ards.

C. B. Jacobs and fam ily were in 
Oklahom a for a C hristm as visit 
with kinfolks, when the  form er be­
cam e ill before arriv ing  home on 
C hristm as Day. He has a recu r­
rence of typhus fever and is back 
in the Colorado City hospital for 
trea tm en t. Mr. Jacbbs is a dis­
tillation eng ineer a t Jam eson gas­
oline plant.

Mr. and M rs. M ark Brady of 
Long Beach, Calif., were holiday 
guests of M rs. B rady 's parents, 
Mr. and M rs. Jack  Burgess. Last 
week the group m otored to South 
Texas and visited M r. B rady’s 
relatives a t McAllen and Mission. 
At M ission M r. Burgess visited 
Roy O verturf, fo rm er field c lerk  
at Jam eson  plant, who is now s ta ­
tioned in S ta rr  County.

Elm o H argis and fam ily re tu rn ­
ed las t W ednesday from  a C hrist­
m as visit with Mrs. H arg is’ p a r­
ents in Oklahom a.

M r. and Mrs. Tom H unter rec­
ently spent a week in D allas where 
their two sm all children w ere giv­
en clinical exam ination by a spec­
ialist. A Jam eson  plant field clerk 
here, Mr. H unter and his fam ily 
reside in Colorado City.

R ay Sparks and wife e rte rta in -  
ed all their children and g rand ­
children C hristm as with a turkey 
dinner. The following w ere pres-
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ent: Mr. and M rs. Jack  Fuller 
and children, Melvin, Nelda and 
Jack ie ; Mr. and M rs. John Sparks 
and childi'en, B renda, Buddy, M ar­
ilyn and Carolyn; Mr. and Mrs. 
C arl Sparks and children, Eddie, 
T eresa and Paula, all of San Anr 
gelo; and Mr. and M rs. C arroll 
Puckett of Ham lin.

P as to r and M rs. Sparks w ere 
trea ted  to a bountiful pounding by 
the S ilver B aptist Church on Sun­
day p rio r 'to C hristm as Day, for 
which g ratitude  is expressed.

Ja n u a ry  7th to 11th is Bible stu­
dy week at the S ilver B aptist 
Church, a t which tim e the book 
of Rom ans will be  studied. All 
young people and adults of the 
com m unity a re  welcom e and u rg ­
ed to attend.

M r. and M rs. J a m e s  C. Furr, 
David and C arla  of S ilver visited 
with M r. and M rs. W. L. Autrey 
at Eden and M r. and M rs. II. A. 
F u rr  at Junction  during  Christ­
m as. G uests in the F u rr  home 
New Y ears w ere  M r. and Mrs. 
Thom as Ja m e s  and M r. and Mrs. 
C harles A utrey of San Angelo. Also 
M rs. F u r r 's  pa ren ts , M r. and Mrs. 
W. L. A utrey of Eden.
Mr. and Mrs. E rn e s t Clendennon 

and children re tu rned  Wednesday 
from  D allas w here they  witnessed 
the thrilling  Cotton Bowl football 
gam e on New Y ears Day. They 
went down S a tu rd ay  and  visited 
num erous places of in te rest in Dal­
las, including C in e ra m a ’s Seven 
W onders of the  W orld.

WE ARE B U Y I N G
Oil Field Salvage —  Scrap Iron & Cable  

Pipe Protectors & Cap Wire 

All Coppers & Metals —  Batteries &  Rags

If Dollars Mean Anything to You— Sell Us Your Scrap Materials

SAN ANGELO IRON & METAL CO.
700 Block, W. 14th St.

SAN  A N G E L O ,  T E X A S

Coke County Quarterly Statement
From Ju ly  1 to Septem ber 3 0 , 1 9 5 6

Balances Balances
Fund

Jury J
General County
Court House and Jail
Road and Bridge
Farm to Market
Road and Bridge Spec.
Lateral Road
Court House Bond Account 
Officers Salary 
Road Bond Acct. No. 3 
Road Bond No. 1 Sinking 
Road Bond No. 2 Sinking 
Road Bond No. 1 Sinking, Ser. 54 
Road Bond No. 3 Sinking 
Social Security
Coke Co. Park Int. and Sinking 
Coke Co. Park Bond Acct.

TOTALS <

July 1, 1956 Receipis Disbursements Sept. 30, 1956

$ 53,934.42 $ 25.49 $ 2,338.21 $ 51,621.70
53,536.92 900.47 28,938.50 25,498.89
24,427.65 150.49 14,823.34 9,754.80
32,098.00 5,245.06 14,075.47 23,267.59
37,747.34 71.84 13,588.95 24,230.23
14,873.29* 76.52 0 14,796.77*

259.33 8,903.75 1,906.20 7,256.88
52,196.15 0 27,773.06 24,423.09
3,054.43 13,530.94 10,594.78 5,990.59
2,901.00 0 603.95 2,297.05

19,206.80 10.00 160.00 19,056.80
287.25* 6,219.79 5,810.00 122.54

5,422.03 17.69 0 5,439.72
15,418.35 * 30.00 6,440.00 9,008.35
3,506.65 0 1,321.52 2,185.13

0 0 0 151.26
126,360.77 0 8,041.99 118,318.78

M15,060.56 $35,182.04 $136,415.97 $313,826.63

NOTE: * Indicates Over-Drawn STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF COKE ss

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this 
day personally appeared Mrs. Gertrude Gray, County 
Treasurer of Coke County, Texas, who being duly 
sworn, says that the within and foregoing is a true 
and correct statement as taken from the Quarterly 
Report of the County Treasurer of Coke County, 
Texas.

Mrs. Gertrude Gray.
Golda Smith, Notary Public, Coke County, Texas.

*
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C O U N T S  F A M I L Y  G A T H E R IN G
Mr. and M rs. A. N. Counts en­

terta ined  all their nine children 
and th e ir  fam ilies over C hristm as 

I ait their ranch  home southw est of 
R obert Lee. The children are  Carl 

j Counts and Mrs. Melba Posey of 
San Angelo, M rs. Lueile Cathey of 

i O dessa, Dennis Counts of M ona­
hans, J . Q. and Ja m e s  Counts of 
R obert Lee, Logan Counts of Las 
Vegas, N. M ex., Lloyd Counts of 
Arlington and M rs. E thel H arm on 

! of Houston.

Don Fields re tu rn ed  last T hurs­
day  to L am esa w here he is a ssis t­
an t county agen t in Dawson Coun­
ty. He spent a ten d a y s’ C hrist­
m as vacation with his paren ts, 
Mr. and M rs. A. D. Fields, and 
w as joined h e re  by a fo rm er col­
lege friend, Bill L aroe, of Happy.

E . O. Higgins w as adm itted  to 
Coke M em orial Hospital the first 
of the w eek for observation and 
trea tm en t.

Mr. and M rs. C. J . Brooks of 
Am arillo visited during the holi­
days with Coke County and San 
Angelo kinfolks. Mr. Brooks is a 
b ro ther of Eugene Brooks and his 
wife is a s is te r of M rs. Curtis 
W alker of Robert Lee.

Mrs. Elzie Cox of W inters visit­
ed here T uesday afternoon with 
her s is ters , M rs. Joe  Dodson, J r . 
and M rs. Genie Baker. She was 
accom panied by her nephew, Rus­
ty Dodson, who had spent a few 
days in the Cox home.

Holiday guests of M rs. J . S. 
G ardner included he r sons, Wil­
fred  and fam ily of Midland and 
Woodrow, who now resides a t O r­
ange, Calif.

County Agent and M rs. Jack  
Waide retu rned  W ednesday from  
a holiflay visit a t Llano with M rs. 
Mrs. W aide’s paren ts , Senator and 
Mrs. C arlos Ashley.

Mrs. T rav is M cN air spcn/t New 
Y ears with h e r paren ts  a t M arble 
Falls.

PERSONALS
Mrs. Claude C arte r  and g rand­

daughter, Juddie, of H arlingen 
spent ithe holidays in San Angelo 
with the fo rm er’s m other, M rs. J . 
N. Adam s, and with the S. E. 
Adams and Sam  Powell fam ilies.

R. S. C rum  is recovering a t Coke 
M em orial Hospital from  a h ea rt 
a ttack  which he suffered las t 
T hursday  a t his home here. Mr. 
Crum is a fo rm er Robert Lee city 
secre ta ry  and justice of the peace.

Sam Ed Skipworth played tru m ­
pet with the Sul Ross College Band 

! on its holiday concert tour to sev­
era l southw est T exas towns. Rich­
ard  Lewis Jay , student at Sul Ross, 
is a trom bone soloist with the 
band.

C hristm as d inner guests of Mr. 
I and M rs. A. B. Sheppard includ­

ed Mr. and M rs. Ira  Koskie of 
Abilene and Mr. and Mrs. T. A. 
Davis and daughters of Millican 
Cam p west of Edith.

PLAN LAUNCHED BY

24 Robert Lee Firms
The progressive business firms of Robert 

Lee have banded together to sponsor a series of 
APPRECIATION DAYS as a means of showing 
their genuine appreciation of your patronage.

In addition to the special Appreciation Day 
values they will be announcing from time to 
time, these merchants through this sponsoring 
organization are in the process of creating a 
Community Treasure Chest as a further token of 
their gratitude for your continued patronage.

This Treasure Chest will grow from week to 
week, and from it a weekly award will be made 
starting Saturday, Feb. 2.

Treasure Chest coupons will be distributed 
by all Appreciation Day business firms. Pam­
phlets giving details of the plan are now being 
distributed.

Following is a list of the sponsors:
WALKER HARDWARE 

FARRIS CITY DRUG 
EARL ROBERTS GROCERY 

ROACH’S DRY GOODS 
FRAN-CILLA FLOWERS & GIFTS 

IVEY MOTOR CO.
THE OBSERVER 

VAUGHAN CHEVROLET CO.
KEY FEED STORE 

BAKER GROCERY & MARKET 
BROWN & CLARK SERVICE STATION 

WALLACE GROCERY & MARKET 
RE BA BEAUTY SALON 

J. & W. LEATHERCRAFT 
MACK'S GROCERY & MARKET 

BA HI,MAN CLEANERS 
SHEPPARD SERVICE STATION 

LINZY McDORMAN, Foremost Dairy Dist.
FROGGY’S HAMBURGERS 

BAGWELL TEXACO STATION 
VARNADORE CAFE 

McCABE SERVICE STATION 
OLENE’S BEAUTY SHOP 

McDo n a l d  l u m b e r  c o m p a n y

N F W  F O R D  O W N E R S
Ivey M otor Co. of lvobert Lee rc 

ports the following sales of new 
Ford and M ercury units fo r the 
last two m onths of the year: 

November Sales
Humble Oil & Refining Co., Cus­

tom 300 Fordor.
F rank  Strom , F-100 Pickup.
C harles Joseph W ard, F airlane 

500 V ictoria.
Jack  Snead, F airlane 500 Fordor.
T. B. Childress, Ford Custom 300 

Tudor.
R. E. Ja y , Country Sedan.
M rs. Vivian G ran tham , Custom 

300 Fordor.
M aurice Y arbrough. C u s t o m  

Ranch Wagon.
J . C. Tucker, M ercury M ontclair 

H ardtop (P haeton).
December Sales

Tom m y W alker, F airlane  500 
Victoria.

Sun Oil Co., Custom 300 Fordor.
M arvin Glasgow, F-600 Truck.
Bethlehem  Supply Co., Custom 

300 Tudor.
Franklin  D. M ashbum , Fairlane 

Fordor.
Hugh N. West, F airlane 500 Vic­

toria.
F red  W right, Custom 300 Fordor.
Bob M cLanc, F airlane  500 F ord­

or.
Jim m ie  T. Post, F airlane  500 

Victoria.
E rnest B ates, F a irlane  500 Vic­

toria.
D ean Flow ers, F airlane  500 Tu­

dor.
Bill Bosworth, F airlane Country 

Sedan.
Leon Sockwell, Custom 300 Tu­

dor.
Lonnie F orm an , M ercury Mon­

te rrey  Fordor.
L. E. Higgins, M ercury Mont­

c la ir Fordor.

Want Ads
FOR SALE — Furnished resi­

dence, H illcrest addition; e lectric  
stove and refrig e ra to r. S. R. 
Young. Ip

FINISH HIGH SCHOOL or grade 
School a t  hom e. Spare tim e. 
Books furnished. Diploma aw ard ­
ed. S ta rt w here you left school. 
W rite Columbia School, Box 5061, 
Lubbock, Texas.

HOUSE FOR SALE—5-room mo­
dern house, newly re-finished. Re­
quires only a sm all down paym ent. 
—F red  M cDonald, J r .  47tf

FOR R E N T — Furnished house; 
also furnished apartm en t. Mrs. 
H. L. Scott. 27tf

FOR RENT—U nfurnished house, 
six room s and sleeping porch, $55. 
W rite o r  call M rs. Nellie Simpson, 
610 E. 19th St., San Angelo. Phone 
39122. 9 tf

NOTICE — I have all equipm ent 
for cleaning your septic tanks and 
cess pools. Call me a t No. 8, 
Bronte, for this service. Also do 
plum bing. — A. L. ROGERS. tfc

F O L G E R ’S

Coffee
P O U N D

99c
K I M B E L L ’S 5 LBS .

Z E S T E E — Pineapple, Peach, Apricot, Red Plum 4 J A R S

Preserves $1.00
G L A D IO L A

FLOUR

G L A D IO L A

FLOUR

G L A D IO L A

MEAL

10 LBS .  f  ----

99c M fiVivI

5 LBS .

39c  ̂P AWT Ml l i t  WG CO.

WESSON OIL - - - Qt. (i9c
H U N T ’S

CATSUP - - 5 Bottles $1.00

SARDINE FLATS - ]10 for $1.00
B E T T Y  C R O C K E R — Choc., White, Devils Food, Yellow

CAKE MIX - 3 Pkgs. $1.00
10 LBS .Pinto leans 99c

K I M B E L L

PEANUT BUTTER - 2 Jan5 $1.00
H O R M E L  T H IC K  S L I C E

Bacon
2 LB. P K G .  

$1.00
H O R M E L

Saiasag<
2 LBS .

i $1.00
Pork ClI0|ps $

2 LBS .  

1.00
We Give Appreciation Day Coupons

R O B E R T S
GROCERY 6l MARKET

*



FEW NEW FACES 
IN COURT HOUSE 
OFFICIAL GROUP

C o k e  County Com m issioners 
Court held iits final session Monday 
when business for the y e a r  1956 
w as wound up and new officials 
w ere sworn in.

F ern  Havins was installed  a s  the 
new com m issioner in P recinc t 1, 
succeeding J . W. Service. The 
o ther new official is Ollie L. Roe 
of Robert Lee, who succeeds Bruce 
Allen as P recinct 1 constable.

Judge Je ff  D ean was p resen t for 
the forenoon session, and appear- 
ito be gaining in his long ba ttle  
against a rth ritis .

A request from  the sta te  associ­
ation of County Judges and Com­
m issioners for a $50 annual con­
tribution to be used in the pro- 
ition of b e tte r governm ent struck  
a responsive chord, and the sum 
was voted without opposition.

The following bonds w ere ap­
proved:

F ern  Havins, new Com m ission­
e r  of P recinct 1, elected fo r 4- 
y e a r  term ; $3,000 bond as com m is­
sioner. and $1,000 as road  over­
seer.

Ed Hickm an, re-elected for 4 
years  as P recinct 3 com m issioner; 
sam e bonds of $3,000 and $1,090.

Paul Good, re-elected for 4 years  
a s  sheriff and tax  assessor-col­
lector; bond of $5,000 as sheriff 
and $43,950 for the tax  office.

Mrs. Golda Smith, deputy coun­
ty auditor, $1,0000 bond.

Ollie L. Roe, P recinct 1 consta­
ble elected for 4 years, $1,000 bond.

T. F. Sim s, Sr., Bronte, re-elect­
ed constable in P recinct 2. $1,000 
bond.

J . L. T inkler also began a 2-year 
term  as County and D istrict Clerk. 
He held the position by appoint­
m ent since October. 1955.

Frank ' C. Dickey, J r .  re ta ined  
the office of County A ttorney, hav­
ing been re-elected for a 4-year 
te rm .

Regular m eetings of the Com­
m issioners Court will be held next 
M onday, Jan . 7. and again  Jan . 
14 when plans for the new y e a r  
will be discussed.

Coke County ended the y e a r  with 
a good sized balance of cash  on 
hand A detailed  financial report 
for Dec. 31 will be published a t a 
la te r  date.

County officials to be voted on 
in 1958 include judge, tre a su re r , 
clerk, com m issioners in Precincts 
2 and 4, and justices of the peace.

Jack ie  Thom ason was given a 
p a rty  W ednesday afternoon in hon­
o r of his fifth b irthday . The event 
took place ait the home of his m o­
ther, Mrs. Jerry ' Thom ason, and 
fifteen guests w ere invited. G am es 
and refreshm ents were enjoyed 
and Jack ie  received m any nice 
b irthday  gifts.
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SMALL TALK
By A. J. K.

In spite of th e  continued drouth, 
Coke County cam e through the 
y e a r  1956 in b e tte r  shape than you 
m ight expect. F a rm ers  and ranch­
e rs  suffered fu rth e r financial loss­
es because th ere  were no crops to 
harvest and pastu res  w ere bare. 
Some governm ent aid was receiv­
ed to help out, and a lot of land 
ow ners a re  getting oil lease  ren ­
tal money and some royalty  was 
sold. An encouraging segm ent of 
the farm -ranch  picture w as the 
big rain  in October and m ore m ois­
tu re  coming ju st before C hrist­
m as. It was the first w inter ra in ­
fall to be rPceived in Coke Coun­
ty since 1949.

Coke’s rainfall for the y e a r  a t 
12.2 inches reported  by A. V. 
Shepard is m uch b e tte r  than Tom 
G reen and Taylor w here less than 
8 inches was gauged.

P rogress in Coke County contin­
ued the past year. B iggest news 
was completion and dedication of 
the new court house. The building 
cost $300,000 and equipm ent ran  
to $75,000. The debt will be paid 
off in ten years. Robert Lee State 
B ank 's beautiful new $50,000 build­
ing opposite the court house was 
also an outstanding im provem ent. 
New county swim m ing pools and 
parks a t Bronte and R obert Lee 
a re  also under construction and 
will be ready  to open this spring. 
The sta te  farm -to-m arket highway 
from  Robert Lee to W ater Valley 
w as extended an additional 11 
m iles.

Oil field jobs continue to furnish 
em ploym ent for several hundred 
residents, and o ther construction 
pro jects kept m en em ployed until 
w inter.

We are  fortunate to be so well 
off as the old y e a r  ends, and we 
e n te r 1957 with renew ed hope and 
determ ination to keep up the fight. 
The quitters dropped out some 
tim e ago. Business w as good in 
R obert Lee and every  firm  is sol­
vent and pays its bills. T h a t’s a 
good record for any town, big or 
little .

M rs. J . L. Carw ile, Sr. a t Sanco 
reports an old hen which is now 
laying in a nest she built in a tree . 
S m art hen, too m any varm in ts 
around now adays.

We finally got around to having 
th a t tu rkey  d inner on New Y ears 
Day. It w as worth w aiting for, 
too. Violet has regained he r nor­
m al good health . Tom m y has gone 
back to college and the holidays 
tu rned  out ju st fine.

It appears th a t J . W. Service es­
tablished a record in n ever m iss­
ing a m eeting during the eight 
y ea rs  he served as County Com­
m issioner. There w ere m any ex tra  
m eetings during the period which 
saw construction of a county hos­
pital, num erous road building pro­
jec ts  and the new court house.

The President has chosen a good 
place to come for a first hand look 
at the drouth situation. By going 

j out a few m iles from San Angelo 
he will see good farm  land that 
h asn ’t produced a crop in some 
tim e, as well as bare  pastu res on 
every  hand.

We all know w hat Ike will see, 
but the question is w hat good will 
it do for the P resident to m ake 
this inspection trip  of the south- 
w est’s enorm ous dry’ sections.

The governm ent has already  
helped in num erous w ays. W hat 
m ore can be done? We feel th a t
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m ore of the governm ent's surplus 
g rain  and feed should be d is tr ib ­
uted a t a low er cost.

This d routh  is a d isa s te r  and 
m ore aid could be given the vic­
tim s. Lt would help cu t down the 
enorm ous grain  surplus which has 
been held as a club over the fa r ­
m e r’s heads.

Why not sell some surp lus feed 
at half the p resen t cost so tha t 
fa rm ers  and ranchm en can c a rry  
over foundation herds and stop 
this forced abandonm ent of sm all 
p laces?

R E V I S E D  G U E S T  L IS T
Robert Lee, Texas 

Dec. 28. 1956
M r. K irk:

I don’t know who gave in the 
notice about ou r C hristm as g a th ­
ering . but i t’s very m uch in e rro r. 
The Edwyn Sm iths of D allas w ere 
not p resent.

Those p resen t w ere M r. and 
M rs. Van Sm ith and M r. and M rs. 
Eddie M ay of Abilene, Mr. and 
M rs. Tom m ie W illiams of T ur­
key, M r. and Mrs. Willie W allace 
of A m arillo, M rs. Tom m ie B lack 
of M onahans, and Mr. and M rs. 
P ete  Davis of Robert Lee.

O ther recen t guests in the hom e 
of the Sm iths and o ther rela tives 
in Robert Lee w ere M r. and M rs. 
Foy D. Sm ith of San Antonio. Foy, 
who fo rm erly  lived he re , w as in­
troducing his new wife to re la tives 
and friends, having been m arried  
only seven weeks. Thank you. — 
M rs. F red  Smith.

ALAMO THEATRE
ROBERT LEE, TEXAS

MOTION PICTURES ARE YOUR FINEST ENTERTAINMENT

2 SH O W S D A IL Y :  Evening Show Starts 6:15, Sun. Matinee 1:30

THURSDAY. FRIDAY & SATURDAY, JANUARY 3. 4 & 5 
Tony Curtis. Colleen M iller, A rthu r K ennedy in

“RAWHIDE YEARS’’
(In  Technicolor) Also Cartoon

SUN., MON., & TU ES., JAN . 6. 7 & 8. M atinee Sun. 1:30 & 3:28 
William Holden, D eborah K err in

“THE PROUD AND THE PROFANE”
(In VistaVision) Also Cartoon

S. E. ‘Skinny’ Adams
Oil Properties 

Insurance
Office in Cactus Hotel Annex 

SAN ANGELO. TEXAS

| BAKER’S Groc. & Mkt.

Sugar 5 lbs. 49c
I CORN, Our Darling - - - 2 No. 303 Cans 35c
1 VANILLA W A F E R S ........................25c Size 19c
| C H O C O L A T E  C O V E R E D

Cherries 1 lb. box 49c
BEANS, Our Value - - - 2 No. 303 Cans 29c
CORN, Kounty K i s t .........................2 Cans 29c |j BLACKBURN SYRUP - - - % Gal. Jar 63c |
S W IF T  J E W E L

Shorttming 3 lbs. 69c
OLEO,  A11 S w e e t .............................2 Lbs. 69c
K I M B E L L

Chili 2 cans 43c
J CRACKERS, Tender Kist - - - 1 Lb. Box 25c
1 H O M I N Y , Kimbell - j - - 1 Lb. Can 9c
| SOUP, Heinz Cream of Tomato - - 2 Cans 25c
' S I R L O IN  O R  C L U B

Steak lb. 59c
H O R M E L ’S T H IC K  S L I

Bacot
C E D

i 2 lbs. 99c |


