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From Bare Prairie to Place of Beaufy is History of Local Cemeterv

(Ed. note — The dream of a
permanent and ample water sup-
ply at Casiro Memorial Gardens
came close to reality this week
as workmen finished laying the
pipe from Dimmiit to the ceme-
tary, Plans are for the perpetual
care cemetlery iy be turned into
a place of lasting beauty. From
n few small markers over lonely
graves on the prairie south of
the tiny town of Dimmitt, the
local cemetery has emerged as
the well kept final resting place
of hundreds of people near a
growing city, To commemorate
the improvements being made
at Castrp Memorial Gardens,
Mrs, Pearl Mapes, widow of earl-
y-day cattleman O, J. Mapes has
written a history of the ceme.
tery. It is presented here.)

by Mrs, C. J. Mapes

The penciled inscription on the
wooden stake read “Joe Franks
died 1890."" He was buried close
to the place where his horse had
dragged him to death. Later that
vear an orphan who worked for
ploneer J. W, Cartey died, ang a
second wooden marker was
seribed with the name of Paskil
Brakefield In 1894 Willlam John-
gon, a brother of the late Mack and
I'om Johnson, died. A third mark-
er was added, When a sheepherd-

-

er met his death by freezing, he
became the fourth man to be bur-
led In Dimmitt's first cemetary
Driving rain ang snow soon ob-

literated the penciled name on his
marker. Had interested citizens
not placed cement markers on these
early graves, they, too, would
have passed out of sight and mind,
and the entombed have become
anonymous forever

Somewhere in the cemetery, a
gmall unmarked mound is the final
resting | for a five old
boy who was Tun over by a wagon
in a caravan bound for New Mex-
1co. For many years his grief-
stricken mother returned to visit
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CEMETERY WATER SYSTEM—-Thu ditch was completed early|and grass in the future. This is a big step forward in the board
this week and pipe installed which will bring the much-needed |of director's plans for eventual perpetual adequate care for the

his grave, ang many of us remem-

water to Castro Memorial Gardens for irrigating plants, flowers | cemetery located one mile south of Dimmitt,
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& DOLLAR DAY /3 OFF
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10 for....51.00 | 2 Pair....51.00 *
ODDS AND ENDS IN

TOWELS" AND ‘fffg&“
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