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LAST J0AN BROWN JUROR

Sole Survivor of the Twelve Men Whe
‘Convicted 01d Osawatomie Is Live

ing Down in Virginia, Hearty
and Strong—Recalls Scenes
of the Famous Trial, and
Relates Incidents Not
Often Tovld.

The Judge who presided at the| :
g l | lie awake at night?

ate three square meals a day, made
a living for my old woman and
myself, and slept eight or ten

trial of John Brown, the clerk of

the court, the Sheriff and all his

deputies, counsel on both sides,the

jailer, and eleven members of the _
: Th heurs out of every twenty-four
e A A

jury have long been dead.

- \ 5
solitary survivor of those who
played such {vrum‘invm parts in the
prologue to the great drama of the

Civil War is still hving in Virgin-
ia. not many miles from Charles-
town, where he sat iu judgment on
Old Usawatomie, and voted with

eldaven associates to send him to the

eallows,
+1 believe the world thinks 1 am

dead,”” said Mr. Martin—William
Abrams Martin 15 the name of ths

loue survivor of the John DBrown
trial. I found him only after,
long drive through the Fauqy

Hills, living with his wife in a

tree-hidden, vine-embowered “cot-
Hard though the old woman

tage, in the little village of

Serabble.  Hard Serabble is  situ-

ated at the foot of .a long hill, thel

descent of which in & vehicle

gtrains the nerve of the traveler

who ig unused to declivitous roads,
¢

and such bad ones, as that which

stretches away from Delaplane to

the straggling settlement where

Mr. Martin bas just celebrated his

weventy-fifth birth anniversary.

“Yes, this is Hard Serabble,”
said my host, as he wiped the

sweat from his brow with his

|
|
apron, and gave me a seat on a|

three-legged stool in his wheel-
wright shop near his cottage. ‘It
is a good name for it, It is a hard
serabble to wet here, a hard serab-

ble to get away and a hard serab

ble to make a living while von are |

manner, aud who did kill a " jum-
ber of peaceful citizens. He was
a desperado who ought to have been
executed. But 1 have received
letters, probably, from all over the
country denouncing me for having
voted to conviet Brown. These
were very frequent some Vears
ago, but the only one 1 have re-
ceived recently was from a lady up
North somewhere, who wanted to
know whether I was able to sleep
soundly ; whether the recollection
of John Brown did not cause me to

“] was born in Bedford County,
Pennsylvania,July 27,1841

“What! Born in Pennsylva
nia?’’ 1 interrupted.

“Yes, sir,’”” and the old wmau
chuckled. ““‘And I was not in the
Confederate army, either, though
they fought all around me. |
moved to Jefferson County, Vir
ginia, with my motherswhen 1 was
aboat 10 Years of age We had
not mauch., 1 was
taught the trade of a wheelwright,
and have worlg®l at it about all my

s0me property

a
,i X life. .. I have always been a very
¢ ‘ ’

temperate man, smoking a good
deal, but not enough to hurt me,

“Tell me about the John Brown
trial,’”’ 1 inTvrruMo-Il again, for 1
saw the old man was about to wan
dér far afield.

“About the trial?”’ and [ was
sure | detected a note of superiori
ty in his words and echuckle
“Well, i don't know as there is
anvthing I can tell you about the
wial that you don't already Eknow
I was not on the inside 't all. 1
just heard the next morning-about

Brown and his men haviog terrified
Harpers Ferry and killed several
people, and fortified themselves 1
the engine house. You know all
about Col. Lee and Jeb Stuart corna-

ing down from Washington with

{the marines aud storming the en
| !

gine house and ecapturing Brow

r

aud such of his men as wa'n’t dead

are
here. [here was a lot of excitement ]
It was a matter of more or lesgli.]] yvou, and many people wers
difficulty to induce Mr Martin to afraid the negroes were goisy
recall the trial of Brown. He ig a|pice up and murder ever white man
constant talker when out on the |, .4 woman and child., The papers
shopway, away from Mrs. Martin, | were full of 4 - '
but he has evider tiy talked about " they didr ! 1 )
the celebrated tr o much that|,) LS 1Y y
Lhe has tired of . the s ) ject ¢ al , el W s ( as
Yo h peated, ‘I guess ! the \ P

people think 1 am dead N dy |} hed about St 4

|
ever comes t wWay Hard Scrab- | ov it Cu pt
ble is at the end of the road. Y [ did not get 1 xvited !

|
dou have to pass it to g« ‘L!'-"'ln pt on at K But 1 !} pp 1
where worth gomnge to.  Besides, it |+ ¢o up about the rt ho

g ] !

|
I8 near hall a century sinee th {the day of the trial, or, mavoe, the
trial of Brown, and « 'n‘r‘_\}mui\' who dav before. and I ran into She
had '“‘."““““' to do W"h the trial '-.‘-lu.‘ ?.»-:) dudad nNe sumn n!.v’i e to
onznt to be d"“lt ".." :‘:‘"‘r\'. SETrVe O Lhe iry : l. ALe .} L aw

Mr, '.\l:zrhn shook his head so
seaiously and spoke with such ap-
parent mio-mr;n;‘ that 1 w;‘u oL -
strained to think he was weighed

down with the recollection of his

vote to seud John Brown to his
death. [ expressed my thought in
a guestion,

**No, I have pever regratted my
part in hanging John Brown,”’ was
the ready reply. “] believe he
ought to have been put to death.
The jury, under their oath, could

‘wot have found any other verdiet

“The truth of the matter is,’’ he
went on, ‘‘we members of the jury
never dreamt that other people
wounld regard Brown as he was and
is regarded by so many. He was
a desperate man, who undertook to
do murder in a most desperate

ful bad, but there wasn't any get
ting out of it.

“So | showed up in the court
house on the 26th day of Oetober,
1859, There was a great crowd in
town. Soldiers from Richmond,
and Winchester, and ' Fredericks-
burg, and I don’t know where els
gunarded the court houge., You see,
(Governor Henry A. Wige was
afraid there might be more to
Brown’s raid than could be geen
He was afraid that an attempt
might be made from the North to
rescueé him, and he wouldn’t take
any chances. I rememper seeing
cannon plaunted in the court house
square. The court room was erowd-
ed when | went in. I ~didn't see
Brown till I got in the box. Twen-
ty-four jurors were accepted after

I wrote her 1,

b

we had been questioned, and then
counsel for the prisoner struck off
eight, and the twelve were - drawn
by lot from the sixtéen that were
left. I was the last man drawn. [
remember the names of the other
eleven of the jury. There was
Wiltshire,the foreman,and Rights-
dale, Timberlake, Myers, McClure,
Dust;, Watson, Tapp, Boyer, Os.
borne, Miller and ' myself. It
seemed to me to be a good jury.
I do not think we were sworn; but
Judge Richard Parker, the Judge
of the Cirenit Court of Jefferson
Couunty; who presided, told us not
to talk about the case, nor to per.
mit others to talk to us about it

The Clerk of the court was named
Moore, who has been dead for
vears, The guestions put to us by
the Judge, as | remember, were the
usual ones, as to whether we had
formed or expressed .an opinion
concerning the case, whether we
were opposed to capitol punish

ment, and so on.

“*After 1 had settled down in the
jury box | saw Brown. He was
Iving on a cot, which set up proba-
bly two feet from, the floor. He
was a very tall man, spare, with
very bushy beard, eyebrows, and
hair. His hair and. beard were
sprinkled with gray. 1 remember
he liad eyes that looked at you hike
they would bire through you. He
bad large hands, which looked
rough like they were used to hard
work. He was a powerfally built
an,

“It was 5 o'clock before they got
a jury, and the Judge adjourned
court and we were taken to the
tavern in charge of a deputy or
two. The next mord jg, at 9
fo'clock, we were &Jk’cztuk to the
court room. The crewd was big-
ger than on the day before, if that
could be. The soldiers were posted

about the court honse. Brown

{Green to defend the

3 ven .h .

walked into the court room, but he
~oon lay down on his eot.

Charles Faulkner and Lawson
Botts, both of them pretty good
awvers, were assigned by Judge

|
Parker to defend Brown., Fanlk

| ner did not stay n court long, and

the Judge assigned a man named
prisoner
Charle y Harding, the Common
Attorney  of Jefferson
County, prosecuted, and was a
<sted by Andrew Hunter, a spler

awyer who was employed by
| Governor Wise, T heard. 1 remen
[fer that Brown did not look pleas
' ) irt asked ' g3
' o6yt

v el The cierk started to read

Judge Parker toid

Birow ueed not stand up, and
the « ' w lay still with hi
eyes shut. Thean aent charged
Brown aud his cowpanions with

naviopg conspired with negroes to
producs josurrection, with having

.

been guilliy of treasou 1o the Com
monwealth, and with murder in
A!p-gn»v

were other charges in the indiet

the first Pre }m‘:]_\‘ there
men, which was very lengthy.

“Brown addressed the court be
fors or after the reading of the in
dicupent, I have forgotten whieh
He begeed the court to grant o
continuavce of his case, saviug
that be was suffering from a se
vere wound in his back and kid-
neys, I think he said, and that his
heariug was.very bad, owing to
wounds. The lawyers wrangled
a bit over the motion to continne
the case, and Judge Parker said 1t
ghould K0 ou.

‘““As s00n as the Judge said the

PROMPT

and Stockmen. We cordially invite

; LIBERAL, TREATMENT
ABSOLUTE SAFETY

We give particular attention to the business of Merchants, Farmers

home. Advances made on Wool and Mohair. Come and see us.

Chas.Schreiner,Banker-
Kerrville, Texas

SERVICE

them to make this their banking

case should go to trial right away,
oue of the lawyers for the prison:
ers, | thiuk it was Mr. Botts, read
a telegram from a man in  Akron,
Ohio, saying that insanity was
hereditary in the family of Brown’s
mother ; that several of the falml\"
had been confined in asylums and
oune of them had died there. Mr.
Botts said the dispatch had been
read to the prigsoner,who said there
was insanity in his mother’s fami-
ly. Mr. Botts said, I remember,
that the prisoner did not want . to
plead insanity. Brown and Cop-
pie, who were indicted with him,
as 1 recall, had pleaded not guilty
to the indietment,

*I remember that Brown ad-
dressed the court on the subject of
the insanity plea. He did not rise
from his cot, but spoke lying. He
was very earnest and eveu savage
in denouncing insanity pleas as
the refnge of cowards. Brown
often addressed the court during
the trial. He was what 1 wounld
call a fluent talker. He was not
eloquent.

“Ido not recall all the evi-
dence,”’ continued the old gentle-
man. ‘‘I recall that the first wit
ness for the proseention was a man
named Phillips, who was the eon-
ductor of the Baltimore & Ohio
train which Brown had held up
and then allowed to proceod. The
jury was impressed with the state
ment of the conductor that Brown
expressed his regret that the train
hitd been delayed, and assured him
that it had not Yeen his intention
that blood shonld be spilled.

“On the third day of the trial a
youug man named Hoyt, from
Boston, appeared and was intro

ueed to uart by Mr. Botts, as
counse! for Brown. Hoyt did not
have credentials, but the Judge al-
owed him to proceed as the asso

ciate counst | of tiw CNRe, l'o‘

| Was Very yonng, and I think he
; mpressed every member of  the
[ jury as peing fresh

‘1 remember how the jury joined
in the general langhter which fol
lowed the statement of a mun nam-

d Allstadt, one of Brown’s pris
mers in the engine house, that the
Jegroes among  the conspirators
itd not dp much work, but slept
most of the time,

“The defense put on several wit-
Ev®ry one of them had
been held in the engine house by
Brown I recolleet how Brown

IERRAN,

vept when one of them deseribed
how one of his men had been kill-
ed.  There must have been some
rood in the oid man. All the wit-
nesses testified  to the faet that
Brown had treated them humanely
while he had them prisoners. Mr,
Hunter objected to testimony
showing that Brown had treated
his prisoners will. I remember he
said this bad no wore to do with
the case than the dead languages
had.

“After several witnesses for
Brown bad been heard two or

three were called, but did not an-
swer. Brown then asked the court
to postpone further proceedings
until morning. He hinted that his
counsel had not summoned the
witnesses whose names he had
given - them. Botts and Green
Joined in asking for a postpone-
ment, but Mr. Hunter opposed the
request. | am sure the Sheriff
said he had given the subpenas to
the witnesses, as Mr. Botts had
asked, and that he could not ac-
count for their not being present.
I think the Judge allowed the case
to be continued until the follow-
ing day. But before court ad-
journed both Mr. Botts and Mr.
Green aunounced that after the
slur cast upon them by Brown they
could not remain longer in the case.
They declared they had tried to do
their duty to their client, and it
looked to me they had dome all
lawyers could do. Brown did not
appear to notice what they were
saying while they were telling the
court they could not defend him
any longer.

“When court convened the next
morning Samuel Chilton, a Vir-
ginian, living in Washington, and
Henry Griswold of Cleveland, 0.,
were ag connsel for the prisoner.
They arrived during the niglt.
They were good lawyers.  Gris-
wold impressed the jury especially
favorably. He seemed to look on
Chilton as leading counsel, but we
thought Griswold the lwul‘ing law-
yer. Young Hoyt did a great deal
of talking, even after the older
lawyers. arrived. Brown was
allowed to put many questions to
the witnesses,

“The argnment begun Saturday
afternoon. The Commonwealth's
attorney made a speech of less than
an hour, and the court  adjourned
until Monday. The Judge allowed
us to go to church on Sunday, and
the deputies took us to hear Parson
Dutton, at the Presbyterian church.
On Monday morning Mr, Griswold
made the argument in  behalf of
drown. It was a good one, as good
He did
not deny the erime, and said he did
not blame the people of Harpers.
Férry for trying to kill Brown, [e
said Brown had no “exeeption to
the testimony, and thought it
strange that the truth had been so
well brought out. Griswold tried
to get his elient off on techuicali-
ties, and said that the loeation of
Harpers Ferry had not been prov-
en, nor the loeation of the country
for which the Constitation found
among Brown’s papers, and offer-
ed evidence was intended. He said
Brown could not be found guilty
of treason unless acitizen of the
Btate against which the treason was
alleged. It was about as” good a
speech as conld bave been made on
that side of the case.

“Mr. Chilton followed Mr. Gris-
wold. He spoke along the same
line, a8 I now recall, but my recol-

as could have becn made,

(Contivued on Page 1) \




