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Sonora Shows ‘Em How It’s Done At District

Sonora Middle School 7th Grade Cross Country Team
by Becca Emert

Twenty three students from 
Sonora Middle School compet­
ed in the last meet of the year at 
the District Cross Country Meet 
in Grape Creek on Monday, 
October 21st.

The runners have pushed 
themselves all year, and their 
efforts were reflected in the 

♦  District Meet. Clayton Sahr led 
the 7th grade boys, finishing a 
strong 1st and setting a new per­
sonal best for himself All the 
boys improved their times, with 
Colton Moore finishing 6th,

Hunt Wagoner 12th, Hunter 
Lawson 17th, Michael Chavez 
19th and J.T. Downing 23rd.

The team worked hard to 
bring home a third place finish 
overall.

The 7th grade girls team 
also finished third overall, with 
Kelsey Watkins pushing hard to 
the end and finishing 3rd. Kyla 
Turney was 7th, Heather 
Hughes 14th, Kimble Luna 
20th, Emily Earwood 26th, 
Whitney Perez 34th and 
Danielle Rodriquez 49th.

The 8th grade girls team

brought home a second place 
finish, with Alexie Ortiz topping 
the chart in 1st place. Amanda 
Berry was 11th, Kayla Fields 
20th, Felisha Gamez 23rd, 
Allyse Edmondson 25th, Jena 
Teasley 31st, Jaimee Duran 
35th, Taylor Liverman 36th, 
Erica Hernandez 37th and 
Emilly Butler 41st.

These students did a won­
derful job representing Sonora 
Middle School and they had an 
outstanding year! We are very 
proud of you Colts and Lady 
Colts!

Sonora Industrial Development a ARP On The 
Corporation Assists Expanding Road To
Business---------------------------------- Remind Seniors

To Vote And 
Make Their 

Issues Be Heard
by Storie Sharp

Representatives from 
AARP were in Sonora last 
Wednesday, trying to get the 
word out to older Americans to 
vote on November 5, 2002. Pete 
Fredricksen, Gus Cardenas, 
Khelan Bhatia and George 
Delemen are traveling around 
Texas sharing AARP voters 
guides with communities that 
detail where candidates stand on 
issues important to older 
Americans. This election year, 
America is facing some tough 
challenges: prescription drugs 
in Medicare, Social Security 
reform, and keeping health care 
affordable for those with insur­
ance and available for those 
without. AARP has also initiat­
ed an Rx Pledge that they are 
sending to all the candidates 
asking them to commit to work 
with AARP and enact a 
Medicare Prescription Drug 
benefit next year.

AARP is a nonprofit, non­
partisan membership organiza­
tion for people 50 and over. It 
provides information and 
resources; advocates on legisla­
tive, consumer, and legal issues; 
assists members to serve their 
communities; and offers a wide 
range of unique benefits, special 
products, and services for its 
members. These benefits 
include AARP Webplace at 
www.aarp.org. Modern
Maturity and My Generation 
magazines, the monthly AARP 
Bulletin, and Segunda Juventud, 
a quarterly, bilingual newspa­
per. Active in every state, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, AARP celebrates the 
attitude that age is just a number 
and life is what you make it.

AARP issues are already 
resonating with the candidates, 
as Social Security and Medicare 
are crucial questions in many 
states.

Of the 45 and over 
Americans, 65% vote. Over 2 
million of these senior citizens 
are member of the AARP in 
Texas. For more information on 
AARP visit their website at 
www.aarp.org or visit the 
Sonora Senior Center for pam­
phlets.

by Storie Sharp
Justin McGeath, Manager of Sonora Industrial Development 

Corporation (S.I.D.C.), presented George Thorp of Thorp Water 
Well Service with a check to assist with the expansion of his exist­
ing water well service. Thorp recently expanded into the Water Well 
Drilling business, where he had focused on servicing wells in the 
past. This expansion created four additional primary jobs in Sutton 
County. By adding four new salaries to our community our local 
economy is increased, as well as our tax-base, which is one of the 
main objectives of the S.I.D.C.

The money used to assist with this and projects like it are 
obtained through the 4B 1/2 cent Sales Tax. For every dollar spent 
in Sonora, the S.I.D.C. receives 1/2 a cent, allowing for your tax 
money to be put back into local enhancement and to help build a 
better economy for your community, while helping a local merchant 
or company. S.I.D.C. has three main objectives: expansion of exist­
ing jobs, recruiting new jobs and retaining existing jobs that may be 
in jeopardy. For more information on the S.I.D.C. contact Justin 
McGeath at 387-6280.

Cuellar Visits District

Henry Cuellar visits with Sonorans at La Mexicana.
Henry Cuellar, candidate 

for U.S. representative in 
Congressional District 23, made 
a stop at La Mexicana this week 
while touring his district on the 
campaining trail. Cuellar visited 
with residents about the issues 
in this year’s campaign, includ­

ing health care, education, jobs 
and growth, social security and 
corporate accountability.
The stop was one of over 11 in 
the District in a whirlwind tour 
to remind voters to be heard and 
get out there and vote!

Commissioners 
Vote On 

Softball Field 
Fence Project

by Storie Sharp
Superintendent Brant 

Myers gave a presentation to 
the Sutton County 
Commissioners at Monday’s 
meeting, stating the positive 
reasoriing behind moving the 
softball field fence up to regula­
tion. Myers, who was joined by 
Athletic Director Jason Herring 
and Sonora City League 
President, Julie Martin, 
explained that the ball fields at 
the Sutton County Park com­
plex were all in need of repair 
and this would be one of many 
changes for the better being 
made. By moving the fence in 
Sonora would be a more favor­
able location for softball tour­
naments and this would allow 
for an additional t-ball field to 
be built. Martin reiterated that 
this would also make the field 
more appealing to City League 
teams that participate in the 
girls Softball teams. Myers also 
explained that the Scoreboard at 
the Softball field was in need of 
repair and that S.I.S.D. was also 
planning on making those 
repairs. Myers informed the 
Commissioners that he under­
stood that this would make the 
playing area too small for the 
independent men’s teams that 
use the field for tournaments, 
but offered to allow them to use 
the main baseball field instead. 
Commissioner Villanueva 
expressed concern in this matter 
because of the annual Knights 
of Columbus fund raiser. Myers 
and Herring assured him that 
this shouldn’t be a problem and 
scheduling^coalá be arranged. 
After further discussion regard­
ing the repairs, safety issues 
and use of the fields for the 
tournaments, a motion was 
made by Milton Cavaness, sec­
onded by Bella Casteneda to 
approve the Sonora I.S.D. to 
move the fence at the softball 
field.

Other discussions initiated 
by Commissioner’s Reports 
included having Carla Garner 
look at alternate electric options 
at the arena complex and loqk-

See Commissioners page 8

Sonora Merchants Prepare to 
Award Shoppers “Santa Bucks”

Christmas is around the 
corner and the Sonora 
Merchants, restaurants, grocery 
store and other businesses want 
to help you shop for Christmas 
gifts!

Local businesses will be 
giving away “Santa Bucks’’ 
with your purchases at their 
locations. Just look for the 
“Santa Bucks” signs on partici­
pating business windows and 
shop ‘till you drop. The more 
you spend, the more you 
receive. All the “Santa Bucks” 
you collect can be used at a 
Silent Auction that will be held 
just before Christmas, with 
wonderful gift items to choose 
from !

If you spend anywhere 
from $1.00 - $25.00 in the par­
ticipating businesses you will 
receive $500 in “Santa Bucks”; 
$25.00 - $50.00 gets you 
$1500.00 worth of “Santa 
Bucks”; and spending $50.00 - 
$100.00 will get you $5000.00 
worth of the special money.

The Silent Auction gifts 
will be on display at the busi­
nesses and the winner will be 
announced during the month of 
December, so... Shop Sonora!

The “Santa Buck” promo­
tion is being sponsored by the 
Sonora Merchants, Sonora 
Main Street Program, Sonora 
Chamber of Commerce, KHOS 
Radio and The Devil’s River 
News.

The EMS Wants Your Blood!
The Sutton County EMS 

will hold a Blood Drive on 
Wednesday, November 6th 
from 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
the Sutton County EMS 
Training Room. Call Patrick 
Campbell at 387-5132 for appt.

If you are age 17 or older 
for whole blood donation, 
weigh at least 110 pounds, have 
not donated in the past 8 weeks, 
and are not currently taking 
antibiotics or insulin. You may

not donate if you have ever used 
a needle to take drugs, if you 
had hepatitis after the age of 11 
or if you have AIDS or a posi­
tive test for HIV. You cannot get 
AIDS or any infectious disease 
by donating blood.

Donors mush show ID con­
taining a given name and one of 
the following: date of birth, 
social security number. United 
Blood Services assigned donor 
number or photo of the donor.

Sonora Added To Hilderbran’s 
District

From left to right: Representative Bob Turner, County Judge 
Carla Garner, Represenative Harvey Hilderbran, David Ross 
and Joe David Ross.

On September 25th, Representative Harvey Hilderbran and 
Representative Bob Turner visited Sutton County during a day long 
tour. Due to redistricting, Sutton County will become a part of 
District 53.

Bonilla Bus Tour’ Comes To Sonora
submitted

The “Bonilla Bus Tour” 
made a stop this week in Sonora. 
While in town, Bonilla met with 
local residents, stressed the 
importance of voting and was 
honored by local small business 
owners. ■

“This mode of transporta­
tion is pretty hard to miss! Our 
RV is decorated with every piece 
of campaign paraphernalia 
known to man. It’s all here to 
show my constituents that we 
are charged up for Tuesday’s 
election and excited to continue 
representing their interests in 
Washington, DC,” said Bonilla

The “Bonilla Bus Tour” 
traveled to more than a dozen 
towns in West and South Texas 
over the span of three days. At 
each stop, Bonilla and volun­
teers visited with local residents, 
businesses and city leaders. The 
tour group emphasized the 
importance of voting in this 
year’s' election and remaining 
politically active. Free t-shirts, 
bumper stickers and yard signs 
were passed out to supporters.

“It’s so important to vote. 
We learned in the last election 
that every vote really does 
count. This is an important year 
- we have several important 
races and mine happens to be 
one of them,” said Bonilla. “I’m 
encouraging people to place a 
bumper-sticker on their car or a 
sign in their front yard. Every 
reminder of the election helps 
get people out to the polls.”

Small business owners in 
Sonora recognized Bonilla for 
his service to the small business 
community. Much of the Sonora 
economy is based on small busi­
nesses, of which Bonilla is a 
long-time advocate. Bonilla was

George Velarde and Lois Archer of Mutli-Chem present 
Congressman Bonilla with an NFIB Small Business Award.

honored with the “Guardian of 
Small Business Award,” which 
recognizes the congressman for 
his leadership on issues that are 
vital to the future of small busi­
nesses across America. The 
award is given to only those few 
members of Congress who vote 
consistently in support of small 
business.

“Small business owners 
remind us of basic business 
ethics, skills and the truth in the 
American dream. It’s essential 
that Congress focus on legisla­
tion that assists small business­
es,” said Bonilla. “I’m thankful 
for this award, but even more 
thankful for the amazing small 
businesses and small business 
owners in our communities who 
keep our nation prosperous and 
strong.”

Before leaving town for the 
next tour stop, Bonilla thanked

his supporters and encouraged 
them to get out and vote on elec­
tion day. Bonilla has represented 
Sonora for almost a decade and 
is running for re-election to 
Congress.

“I’m so thankful to my 
long-time supporters in Sonora. 
The people in this community 
are what America is all about,” 
said Bonilla. “America is also 
about Democracy and our right 
to vote. I’m reminding everyone 
today to take advantage of that 
right and get to the polls on 
Tuesday. Every vote makes a 
difference.”

Congressman Henry
Bonilla’s congressional district 
is the largest in Texas. He is a 
member of the powerful 
Appropriations Committee, 
which helps fund important pro­
grams in Sonora and throughout 
the 23rd Congressional district.

http://www.aarp.org
http://www.aarp.org
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Sonora Cfiurcfi 
TDircctory

PRIMERA IGLESIA 
BAUTISTA

Antonio F. Gonzales, Sr. 
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Jerry Jackson 
304 N. Water 

387-3190

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
T. Wayne Price 

Pastor 
111 EOak 
387-2951

ST. JOHN'S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

404 E. Poplar 
387-2955

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. Conrad Archer, Pastor 
201 N. Water 

387-2466

TEMPLO JERUSALEM 
ASAMBLEA DE DIOS 

Rev. Santos Beserra, Jr. 
306 W. 4th St. 

387-5713

HOPE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Rev. Charles Huffman 
417 E. 2nd St. 

387-5366

NEW LIFE MINISTRY 
CENTER

Jerry & Joy Wood 
205 E. Main 

387-3241

LA IGLESIA HISPANA 
PENTECOSTAL 
DEL NOMBRE 

DE JESUS. INC. 
387-6072

IGLESIA PENTECOSTAL 
UNIDA HISPANA 

Pastor Isai Oviedo 
509 Amistad 

650-3121

THE CHURCH OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

PRESBYTERIAN 
Lewis Allen, Pastor 

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Don Longoria, Pastor 
707 Glasscock 

387-5886

PENTECOSTAL CALVARY 
TEMPLE UNITED 

Randy Greenwood 
Pastor 

509 Amistad 
387-5266

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Father William DuBuisson, 
O.M.I.

229 W. Plum 
387-2278

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
310 St. Ann’s Street 

387-5658 or 387-5518

NEW HOPE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
interim Mike Dixon 

511 Cornell 
387-5207

BRONCHO 
FORD INC.

115 N CONCHO 
SONORA, TX 76950 

(915)387-2549

K erbow  
Funeral H om e  

387-2266

Birth Announcement

Bruce, Cathy Morgan and Marshall 
of Jacksonville, Florida 

would like to announce the arrival of 
Kendra Marie Morgan 

born October 24, 2002 
weighing 6 lbs. 3 ozs.

She is welcomed by Sreat-firandparents 
Angie Morgan of Sonora, Betta Schrade of Runge, 

Walt and Mary Meyers of New Mexico, 
Grandparents Bill and TaeWan Hartman 

of California,
Jim and Lynn Perkins of Kansas 

^ ^ ^ ^ a n d ^ f e ^ ^ e ^ a n d B o b ^ ^ o r g a n o f S o n o r a _ ^ j

Happy 10th 
Birthday 

Chelsey Lou
Love,

Mom, P a d  
and Chance

Subscribe to
The Devil’s River News Today! 

Call 387-2507 or email 
sales @ sonoratx.net

Obituary

Maria C. Leija

j T O D o r y

Dairy Queen
134 Hwy. 277 N. 

387-2118 
La Mexicana 

240 N. Hwy 277 
387-3401 
Pizza Hut 

401 Hwy. 277 N. 
387-3540

Sutton County Steakhouse
1306 N. Service Rd 

387-3833 
Taco Grill 

232 Hwy. 277 N. 
387-9127

Maria C. Leija, beloved 
mother, grandmother and 
friend, went peacefully into 
Jesus’ arms on Monday, 
October 28, 2002.

Maria was born to 
Preciliano and Lupe Leija on 
October 8, 1918.

Maria was a very humble 
woman. She never met a 
stranger and always was ready 
to help others. She loved her 
family, but her whole love was 
for her grandchildren and great­
grandchildren. She loved 
attending the Senior Center, She 
worked for Green Thumb and 

' was a caregiver for people 
youngef than, her. Fipwers.were ‘ 
her favorite thing in life.

She was preceded in death 
by her brothers, Benito, Martin 
and Lalo; sisters, Cheva Tames 
and Goya Gonzales; her par­
ents; and a very beloved grand­
daughter, Belinda.

Left to remember her with 
so much love are son, Israel 
Leija and wife, Betty, of 
Oxnard, Calif.; daughter, Nelda 
L. Yorba and husband, Ruben, 
of Sonora; grandchildren, Rick 
Sanchez, Eliazar Yorba and 
Sandra Yorba, all of Sonora,

Patty Covarraubiaz and hus­
band, Alfonzo, of Oceanside, 
Calif., Joe Sanchez and wife, 
Christiana, Chuckle Yorba and 
Lorena of San Angelo, and 
Dena Grange and husband, 
Adrian, of Oceanside, Calif., 
great-grandchildren, Elizabeth 
Ojeda and husband, Danny, of 
Temacula, Calif., Armando 
Badillo and wife, lyette, of San 
Angelo, Erika McClintock of 
Sonora, Brittany and Angel 
Covarrubiaz of Oceanside, 
Calif., and Natalie and Jessica 
Sanchez of Rosenberg; great- 
great grandchildren, Daniel 

^BaJillo of San Angelo and 
Daniel Ojeda of Teinacula, 

"Calif.'; and' " ‘many ' loved 
nephews, nieces and friends.

God loved you so much 
Mom He gave you eternal life 
through Jesus Christ. Till we 
meet again. You will forever 
live in our hearts. 'Vaya con 
Dios, nuestra Linda Madre.

Services are at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 30, in 
Kerbow Funeral Chapel and at 
10:00 a.m. Saturday, November 
2 at Primera Baptista Church 
with burial in Sonora Cemetery.

School Lunch Menu • Nov. 4 - Nov. 8, 2002 
Breakfast

Mon. - Pancakes, syrup, applesauce.
Tues. - Muffins, fruit or juice.
Wed.- Peanut butter toast, fruit or juice.
Thurs. - Cinnamon roll, fruit or juice.
Fri. - Egg & ham burrito, fruit or juice.

Milk and cereal offered with all breakfasts.
Lunch

Mon.- Grilled cheese sandwich, vegetable soup, apple half, 
carrot sticks.

Tues.- Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, hot 
roll, jello.

Wed. - Beef & cheese nachos, pinto beans, tossed salad, cobbler. 
Thurs. - Corndog, macaroni & cheese, orange half, corn, 

chocolate pudding.
Fri. - Cheeseburger, French fries, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, 

peaches.

Cards of Thanks
The Sonora Elementary PTO would like to thank the following 

individuals and businesses for their generous contributions to our 
Pre-Game Dinner Fundraiser we had last Friday.

Kirk Joy, Lola Beth and Cleve T. Jones/T-Saucer Ranch, 
Lenora and Ben Pool, Carolyn and Edward Earwood, Dr. Charles 
Pajestka, M.D., Ronnie Cox, Schlumberger Wireline, Taco Grill, 
Dairy Queen, Town & Country #97/John Chancellor, Sonora 
Chemical, Main Street Realty and Sonora Senior Center.

Thanks to all those who prepared parts of the meal before serv­
ing time, to those who helped serve the meal, and to those who 
stayed behind for clean-up. Without everyone’s support and hard 
work we would not have been able to host this event with such great 
success.

The family of Eugene and Barbara Lasky would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you for all the love, prayers, support and over­
whelming generosity that the community of Sonora shared with us 
during our recent tragedy. Tommy touched all of our lives and your 
actions during this hard time show that he was special to us all.

The flowers, cards, food and other contributions were greatly 
appreciated and your kindness will never be forgotten. May God 
Bless You All.

Eugene and Barbara Lasky

My arms aren’t big enough to hug the whole town to thank 
everyone for all that you have done for me and my family during 
our recent tragedy and loss. I just hope that you all know how your 
love, generosity, and prayers were a shining light during our dark 
time. Thank you and May the Lord Bless You and Keep You.

Vonni and Tom Van Veghel

Dear Friends,
It was Saturday, August 29, 1969 when our family official­

ly moved to Sonora although Hershel had been there 2 weeks as 
Manager of Evans Foodway. Son George, then a student at Texas 
Tech, helped us move from Amarillo where our daughter lives, and 
Matt began his Sophomore year at Sonora High on Monday. Little 
did we know how enriching our lives would become living in such 
a loving and caring community. Words hardly express our appreci­
ation for those 33 years. We enjoyed the many activities Sonora 
offers; especially good friends and hospitality.

To say we miss you sounds trite, as we always will and we 
look forward to visiting in the future. We missed seeing so many of 
you before we left and regret it, but time ran out on us and moving 
day arrived before we knew it.

We are presently living with Jeanne's sister, Ann Cates, 
(former Editor of DRN) while our home is being built and expect to 
be in it by Thanksgiving. Our address is P.O. Box 6678, 
Albuquerque, NM 87197. Phone for now is (505) 842-1554.

Thank you dear friends for your kindnesses and wonder­
ful memories.

Hershel and Jeanne Davenport.

BLOOD DRIVE 
Wednesday November 6th

3:00 to  6:30 pjn.
Sutton County EMS • EMS Training Room 

Patrick Campbell ■ 387-5132 for appt

Ronnie Cox 
loves

being your 
Pharmacist

o

Senior 
Center News

Nov. 4 - Bingo with Kindergarten classes after lunch.
Nov. 5 - Allstate Insurance Program at noon.
Nov. 7 - Work on Holiday Crafts after lunch.

Senior Menu
Nov. 4 - Baked chicken, fried rice, zucchini with tomatoes, 

juice, rolls, peach cobbler.
Nov. 5 - Ground beef with vermicelli, pinto beans, tortillas, 

tossed salad, mixed fruit cup.
Nov, 6 - Baked ham, green beans, sweet potatoes, rolls, 

peanut butter cookies.
Nov. 7 - Roast beef with gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, rolls, cake with strawberries.
Nov. 8 - Catfish, spinach, pinto beans, cole slaw, cornbread 

pudding.

Lunch is served Monday thru Friday at 12:00 Noon. 
$1.50 donation is suggested for those 60+ 

and $4.00 for others.
*Menu is subject to change.*
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Community Calendar
Nov. 6 Nov. 11

Blood Drive County Commissioners Meeting
3:00 - 6:30 p.m 9:00 a.m. • Annex Building

Sutton County EMS Training Room Nov. 19
Patrick Campbell 387-5132 for appt. City Council Meeting

Nov. 9 * 2:00 p.m. • City Hall
Sutton County Game Dinner Nov. 25

6:00 p.m. County Commissioners Meeting
Sutton County Civic Center 9:00 a.m. • Annex Building

The Community Calendar is made possible by :

. A M .
THF a S .

BANK&TRUST
(91S) 3T-4MI Member FDIC

Member FDIC 207 N Hwy 277 N • 387-2593

Letters To The Editor Policy
The Devil’s River News encourages letters from its readers. Letters should be to the point, typed if at all possible and signed. 

Name, address and telephone number should be included for verification purposes. Letters will be printed on a space available basis. 
Letters should stick with issues, and not simply be personal attacks. Letters endorsing a particular position on issues of local interest 

will be accepted, however letters endorsing a candidate for political office will not be accepted.
We reserve the right to edit for length, content, and potentially libelous statements.

Letters to the Editor published in tliis newspaper do not necessarily reflect the position of this publication on any subject. 
Correspondence should be mailed to : The Devil’s River News-Letters to the Editor, 228 East Main, Sonora TX. 76950.

Email us at editor®sonoratx.net

mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
mailto:danni@sonoratx.net
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Ask the Historical Society

5'

by Jo-Ann E. Palmer, Secretary 
Sutton County Historical 
Society

Q. Where did you get that 
picture you say is Pryce Taylor?

A. That picture has hung in 
the Old Jail with the name Pryce 
Taylor on it since before I came 
to Sutton County (over 13 
years.). Since I had never seen 
the gentleman I took the word of 
researchers that came before me 
that it was correctly labeled. No 
one has ever said anything to me 
indicating otherwise.

Believe me, from now on I 
will double check all pictures 
before I print them in the paper. 
I want to thank Sheriff Fincher, 
Turney Friess, Mrs. Moore and a 
few others who called for setting 
me straight on just who was in 
the picture. I have even called 
Mrs. Edmiston and apologized 
to her for saying that a picture of 
Orval wa"s Pryce Taylor. I still 
can’t understand how a picture 
of a Schleicher County Sheriff 
wound up in the Old Sutton Co. 
Jail with the wrong name on it? 
Another history mystery around 
here.

Also Bill Stewart kindly 
came down and went through all 
the rest of the pictures of local 
lawmen we have on file and ver­
ified that they are who it says on 
the picture. If anyone else would 
like to come in and look through 
them at the office, Mon., Tues. 
am, or Fri., you are welcome to 
stop. I really prefer to have 3 
verifications of a picture on file.

Q. Did you get hurt Friday?
A. Yup! I may fly well but I 

just can’t seem to get the land­
ings quite right yet. I hit a slick 
wet spot and crash landed on my 
right side. Now as to why I was­
n’t in my chair....well, I didn’t 
want to get the tires all dirty on 
the wet ground and drag the dirt 
into the office on the new carpet. 
See we haven’t been able to 
budget a vacuum cleaner yet. 
Poor excuse.

Special thanks to the won-

derful men who work for the 
County. Eddie Castro heard me 
holler when I hit and yelled for 
Johnny Solis. Johnny had men 
bring blankets to keep me warm 
until the ambulance came and 
stayed with me keeping me 
comfortable and calm. Carlos 
Gallegos called Rick at work 
and told him to come. Sheriff 
Fincher pulled up and helped. I 
think every officer. City and 
County, in town heard the call 
go out that the ambulance was 
going to the Old Jail and a 
woman had fallen there. They 
all knew it had to be me and 
made a beeline in to help load 
me into the ambulance. Pat 
Campbell that was the easiest 
time you have ever had getting 
me into an ambulance and 
thanks for not cutting my 
"lucky" red, white and black 
shirt. Everyone at the hospital 
was great, special thanks to Dr. 
Calderon and my apologies to 
the cleaning staff for all the 
mud we left behind in xray, on 
the stretcher and floor. I spent a 
few days in bed and will hurt in 
a few places for a while longer 
but am fine otherwise. I will be 
much more careful in the 
future!

Q. Do you have anything 
on file on a Mr. Morris that 
raised horses in Kerr Co.?

A. Devil’s River News, 
November 7, 1891 - The
Stockman’s Paradise as a Ijine 
Horse Country.

Charles Morris who is in 
charge of John A. Morris’ fine 
horse ranch in Kerr county 
spoke as follows to a San 
Antonio Express reporter 
recently: Preliminary steps were 
taken five years ago and were 
followed by a shipment of six 
thoroughbred stallions from the 
farm of John A. Morris, situated 
in West Chester Co., near New 
York City. Adjoining this farm 
is the celebrated West Chester 
Race Track, of which Mr. 
Morris, senior was the chief 
promoter. He furnishes a good

list of horses for the turf each 
season. B. W. Walden trainer of 
his animals lives in Maryland, 
where the training grounds is 
situated. "After the importation 
of the first six thoroughbred 
stallions," he said, "we began 
the work of crossing them with 
Texas mares, and very good 
results were obtained. We now 
have about 150 select Texas 
mares and from them have sev­
enty-five geldings. The crossed 
breed make gdod carriage hors­
es which are very decided 
improvement on the native! 
Texas animal. We now have 
forty thoroughbred mares on the 
ranch. Their geldings are 
shipped as yearlings to West 
Chester farm where they are 
taken in charge by the trainer, 
who selects the best ones for 
racing purposes. The first ship­
ment from the ranch was made 
in 1889, and out of that number 
there is one horse which has 
made an enviable record as a 
racer. If the yearlings are found 
not to be up to standard they are 
sold as carriage horses. The last 
shipment from the ranch was 
made last spring, and one horse 
has been kept from that con­
signment by the trainer who 
thinks it has promising racing 
qualities."

There are many advantages 
to breeding in W. Texas, "the 
lime properties of the soil give 
the horses good feet, strong legs 
and solid substantial bones. 
Then it is a mountainous coun­
try, the rare atmosphere and 
steep hillsides giving the horses 
good lungs. Another great 
advantage is that the horses can 
run out the whole year. It makes 
a horse weak to keep him in a 
stable several months out of the 
year. On a ranch we have a 
splendid mesquite range which 
affords plenty of grazing but we 
feed the thoroughbreds ground 
oats, bran and some wheat. 
There is plenty of water on the 
place, there being two running 
streams."

The present consignment

Sonora TxDOT Employees Compete At District 
Truck Roadeo

Three Texas Deppjtniqnt of,, j 
TransportatiSiuemploy^es fpim^,., 
the Sonora Ma^enaridfe^^cfeofr 
received awards at the annual 
San Angelo District Truck 
Roadeo on Oct. 16.

Jesse Solis and Sally 
Gonzales were recognized as 
winners from their local compe-

itition. Solis the Sonora 
fy^ntenanc^; Section competi- 
'tfoii ih Sepifember with a score 
of 305 points. Gonzales placed 
second, scoring 295 out of a 
possible 350 points. Their 
scores advanced them to the 
annual district competition that 
included 28 finalists from 
across San Angelo.

Jesse Solis won the local Truck Roadeo in September.

During the awards presen- 
tation,"Romeo “Red” Perez was 
presented an award for winning 
the supervisor’s competition. 
Perez scored 330 points.

Waylan Ensor from the 
District Maintenance Office 
won the district competition. 
Second place winner Gary 
Maricle from Sterling City 
Maintenance will also advance 
to the state event.

The annual program pro­
motes safe vehicle operation. 
Additionally, the competition 
also challenges and recognizes 
the skills of all the TxDOT 
commercial drivers license 
operators. The drivers are 
judges while driving through an 
obstacle course.

The annual event requires 
the roadeo participant to weave 
the dump truck through a course 
that simulates equipment 
maneuvers on a daily basis. 
Backing the truck into a con­
fined loading dock area and 
driving forward and backward 
in a figure-eight pattern are a 
few of the skills that are scored.

First and second place win­
ners from the 25 districts 
advance to the state competi­
tion. The program also allows 
the State winner to advance to a 
national contest.

of horses now in the city will 
leave this morning for Kerrville 
over the San Antonio & Aransas 
Pass road. They are decidedly 
the most valuable lot of horses 
that ever passed through San 
Antonio. The two cars in which 
they are being shipped are those 
of the Arms Palace Car Co. 
They are equipped with every 
convenience and safety appli­
ance. The capacity of each car is 
eighteen horses. Charles Morris 
left New York with the horses 
on Oct. 14, and will have been 
nearly two weeks on the road 
when Kerrville is reached. 
Among those horses are eleven 
imported mares, several of 
which are: Contradiction, by 
Sterling; Certamen, by Ben 
Battle; Palatina, by Fernandes; 
Princess Palatina, by George 
Frederick; Abu Kru, by Ben 
Battle; Opalescent, by Melton; 
Lowland Duchess, by 
Lowlander; and Rose by 
Thurio.

If you have any questions, 
concerning Sutton County his­
tory, send them to "Ask the 
Historical Society," P.O. Box 
885, Sonora, TX 76950-0885 or 
e-mail them to schs@sono- 
ratx.net. If you would like to 
have a birthday announcement 
or old wedding story rerun for a 
special date, please notify us at 
least 2 weeks in advance. It 
takes a little time to dig through 
the old papers, type the article 
up and get it into the paper for 
the date you want. Sometimes 
there is a picture with the story 
and we can get it scanned to go 
along with the article. You can 
call me at the new office at 387- 
5084 on Mondays, Tuesday 
mornings and Fridays, my 
home number is 387-2855. 
Rental of the "Depot" John & 
Mildred Cauthorn Memorial 
Trust Building will be done at 
the new office on the days listed 
previously. Deposits must be 
paid to hold a date and rental is 
due when you pick up the keys.

Happy Birthday
October 31 - Juanita
McBride, > Fernando 
Emiliano, Santiago Faz, Jr.f 
Stacey Peiiningt0 n,-'-Terr3y 
Martin, Emily Newton,Terry 
Schenkel 
November 1 - Curry
Campbell, Christian Harper, 
Ricardo Steele, Slavador 
Trinidad, Baylen Crites, Joy 
Wood, Danny White 
November 2 - Becky Purvis, 
Bridget Maloney, Michael 
Whitehurst, Meagan Berry, 
Lee Gandar
November 3 - Caleb Taylor, 
Keri Rennels, Jesse Crain, 
Jerry Watkins
November 4 - Skyler Wood, 
Ben Pool, Vivian Van Zandt, 
Carla Gonzalez, Bubba
Alewine
November 5- Earl J. 
Johnson, Terry Surridge, 
Thomas Adkins, Bruce 
Kerbow, Kylie Johnson, Jose 
Longoria, Jason Chadwick 
November 6 - Martin Lopez, 
Mary Tabarez, Randy
Lewellen, Kathy Lewellen, 
Platt Glasscock, Ron
Pincince

Thorps Laun-Dry' 
387-2666 

107 W Plum St.

Sally Gonzales was second in September’s Roadeo.

Romeo “Red” Perez received an award for Supervisor’s 
competition.

La Mexicana Restaurante
invites you to have breakfast w ith  us! 

Introducing our new  breakfast specials.

"Early Bird Special"
2 Eggs any style served with 2 strips of bacon, 
golden hash browns, toast and jelly..$2.99

Pancake Lovers "Breakfast"
3 Stacked Buttermilk Pancakes, topped with
butter and maple syrup, served with bacon 
or sausage...$2.99 ^

Big Country Breakfast 
2 Eggs any style, served with your choice of 

bacon or sausage, golden hash browns,
1 buttermilk pancake, 1 country style biscuit and 
cream gravy...$3.99 J E .

Served from  7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a .m .fo r  a 
lim ited  tim e only. A lso , try  our breakfast 

burritos in hom em ade flo u r  to rtilla s .

La Mexicana Restaurante
240 Hwy. 277 N. •  387-3401

Gifts
Galore & More 

9 r i M

<1 I)  Mrs. Andy Mirike nee Jody Lowdermilk 
Mrs. John Jones nee Jennifer Wente 

listry
Stacey <1 David Fbher

417 Hwy. 277 N.
387-2541

Tedford Jewelry
Bridal Registry

Mrs. Frank Cranek nee Lindsay Johnson 
Mrs. John Jones nee Jennifer Wente

15th Celebration
Julie Villanueva

Doyle Morgan 
Insurance invites 
you to see
T. Cy G riffin
for any of your 
insurance needs«

Coverage's available, but not limitecl to are:
• Homeowners/Dwelling • Auto
• Long Term Care & Health • Life & Annuities

Doyle Morgan Insurance is an authorized 
Allstate independent insurance agency, and rep­
resents numerous insurance companies.

You’re in good hands. (915)387-3912

T 6 e v ’*'e ^aachk l l
Bring your favorite ghoul to  

Caverns of Sonora for haunted tours. 
"The Lost Explorers of Mayfield's Cave"
: .tours will run Oetober 26tH-.;2:2Ötjähid 

‘rU aU ovÄ  Night

Be ready for a truly 
brightening experience!

Let’s go back a hundred years when Caverns of Sonora was 
known simply as a hole in the ground known as Mayfield’s Cave, 

it’s magic and beauty at this time, untold.
Mayfield’s Cave was explored by many beginning with an 

unfortunate cowboy who followed his dog into the cave. The 
cowboy was neither seen nor heard from again. He is just one of 
the many who entered Mayfield’s Cave never to emerge again. 

Once a year these “lost souls” roam the cave looking for 
the way out. Tour with caution, if you dare!

It's Raining 
Christopher Radko

Let US shower you with Savings!
With any purchase draw for a 

Radko Ornament Coupon 
and receive up to 5 0 %  o f f  I

Gifts Galore &  More
4 1 7  Hwy 2 7 7  N .y  387-2541

r  From our Sterling Collection 
Beautiful Turquoise Pendants

7174
S iid o  O n iy  

523

: aV ,

"V "

Reversible '¿ x V
Peridài^ Ojfily ^  ■ ■

$26

Tedford Jew e lry
107 N W  C o n ch o  

D o w n to w n  S on ora  
3 8 7 -3 8 3 9

mailto:schs@sono-ratx.net
mailto:schs@sono-ratx.net
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Lighthouse Baptist Church
Family Life Center 707 Glasscock • 387-5886
Listen to our Radio program on KHOS, 92.1

every Sunday Morning at 10:00 a.m. H
Sunday Bible Study 10:00 a.rh |

W orship 11:00 a.m . i

WHITSON TELEPHONE SERVICES
Business & Residential Telephone Systems 

Electrical Surge Protection 
Wiring • Sales • Service • Moves 

Mini-Dish (DSS) System Installation 
Compute & Television Cable Installation 

(915) 396-2609 
(9 1 5 )3 9 6 -2 3 5 4

Kyle Donaldson PSQGr (915) 444-1350  Steve Whitson
Sonora, TX P.O. Box 121
(915) 387-3313 Menard, Texas 76859

T-Saucer Ranch Coun^ Retreat
“A Family Reunion Favorite”

Guest House and Lodge Accommodations
Cleve T. & Lolabeth Jones

915-387-5577
TOLL FREE • 1-877-901-5577 
Email: ctjones@sonoratx.net 

Website: tsaucer.com
RO. Box 986 • Sonora, Texas 76950 ^

-gOO-CFi-DRIYE www.cfidrive.com

H e p  O n  T h e

G r a v y  n r a i n f
Get your hands on a 4-plece Steak Finger Country Basket* for 

only $2.991 It's a basket full of 4 crispy chIcken-frIed steak 

fingers, home-style cream gravy, thick Texas Toast and delicious 

fries. And don't forget our one-of-a-kInd Peanut Buster’̂  

Parfalt for only $1.99!

On Sale October 28-November 10, 2002

Offer good el pvOdpMlna OOlr reiteurantt. C300a Tx. D.a Op («ua 
klUfl. U4. Pei A 1H Off. Am. D.a Cerp. * A XRe*. U4. Pel Ti. D.a Oo. (oun.

LIVING HISTORY
★  ik ★  D A Y  2 0 0 2  *

Saturday, November 2 
On the grounds of Historic 

Fort Stockton, Texas
~k Living History

yk Live Music

Native American 
Dancers

Military Drills & 
Firing Exercises

Children’s Games 
& Wagon Rides

7^ Cowboy Poets

ik  Chuck Wagons

Fun for the entire family, 
and admission is FREE

F.Y.I.
Open House on Diesday, Nov. 19th from 5pm to 7pm at the 
Middle School Campus.  ̂ ^

Flu Shot Clinic - Texas Department of Elealtli - November 1st 
';00 a.m, - 12:00 and 1*30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. $10 - Medicaid and 

Medicare accepted.

Sonora ISD is looking for volunteers to participate on Üie 
District Site Base Committee. At tlie current time we need two 
community members and one business representative. If you might 
be interested in being a part of this advisory team, contact John 
Berry, Middle School PrincipaL phone 387-3023 or email 
john.berry@netxv.net. The District's next advisory'meeting wili be 
Nov. 6th at 4:30 p.m.

Brownie Droops 104,297, & 296 will have a meeting on Oct. 30 
at 5:00 p.m. at the Girl Scout Hut.

Investiture Ceremony: We vrouid like to take this time to honor 
our Sonora Girl Scouts. We will be having a pinning ceremony. 
Date: 11/03/2002 Time: 5:00 P.M. Place: 4-H clvic Center 
Reception following ceremony. Bring your cameras!

Cub Scout Pack 19 will have their annual FOOD DRIVE on
11/03/02, They will pick up food from 2:00-4:00 P.M. Placing a 
bag with your donations at your maiibox would be helpful.

Attention ALL Cub Scouts:
The Scouts of Pack 19 will have their monthly pack meeting on 
November 11,2002 at 7:(K) P.M. at the Sonora Junior High Snack 
Bar. Bring your popcorn order forms and money. For any further 
questions or information, please contact Jan Stephens at 387-5821.

Cub Scout Pack 19 is selling an assortment of popcorn. Your 
support will be greatly appreciated! The Popcorn sale ends on 
11/11/02 and delivered on 12/09/02. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact our leaders as follow: Loretta Gai-mon 
387-5538, Monica Buitron387-3361, Lauri Smith 387-2461, Sonia 
Gamez 387-7121, Jan Stephens 387-5821.

The next Giiief Support Group will meet Tfresday, November 
12th at 7:00 p,m, at The Bank & Trust Community Room, If you 
have experienced the death of someone dose to you, you are urged' 
to attend. For more information contact Kathy Hearn at 387-2593 
or 387-2096.

The Girl Scouts are selling an assortment of nuts, peanut brit­
tle and chocolate covered nuts. Your support will be greatly 
appreciated! The Nut sell ended on 10/25/02 and deliveries will be 
made on 11/14/02, If you made a purchase, please feel free to con­
tact our leaders as follows; Tammy Favila 387-3661; Amy Sykes 
387-5019; Laurie Gai'za 387-2387; or Marrisa Faz 387-2041.

A new biiinguai service for anyone needing help to fill out 
applications for social security or other programs will be 
offered at the Sr- Center starting on the 3rd Wed. of November Or 
by appointment, Maria Carrasco will be available. Please call 387̂  
5657 or 387-3941 Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m - 4:30 p.m or 
come by the Center FMI.

Mark your calendars for the Scholastic Book Fair, Monday, 
November 18th through Friday, November 22nd from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.tn. A special Family Event is planned for Tuesday, November 
19th which you won’t want to miss. Proceeds from this event ben- 
e^t the school library Classroom Wish Lists will átso bé àvaìlaBlè

Terihis'^yone'. We would like to"have Bentwood come to Sonora 
for private tennis lessons on Saturday and group sessions on 
Sunday at least once a month. Please contact Sandi Ainsworth at 
387-3737 and leave a message if your child is interested. 
Attentati ve date; Nov. 16th.

El cotumlado De Mexico en Del Rio, Texas, Informa A La 
Comunidad Mexicana: Que estará ofreciendo sus servicios en la 
ciudad de San Angelo, Texas, el sábado 16 de noviembre de 2002. 
Se expedirán pasaportes mexicanos, maüfculas consulares, car­
tillas dei servicio militar nacional, registros de nacimiento 
declaraciones de nacionalidad a todos los mexicanos que cumplan 
los requisitos. Asimismo, se ofrecerá orientación en ^neral. 
“Consulado Móvil” - Lugar: 508 West Concha Ave. San Angelo, 
TX 76903 - Día: Sábado 15 de noviembre de 2002 - Horario: De 
9:30 a 15:00 hrs. Para solicitar informatción sobre requisitos: 
Teléfono gratuitio 1-866-701-7777.

Early voting for Generai Elections by personal appearance at 
the O unty Clerk’s Office Oct 21 * Nov 1 M-F 8:30 a.m .. 4:30 
p.m. ,

Parent information classes are being offered weekly at the ele- 
mentaiy auditoiiun}. Classes arc on Duesday afternoon from 
1:36 to 2:30 p.m. Area -agencies along with school staff wiii be 
presenting infoimation on a wide range of topics such as positive 
behavior support, building self-esteem in your children, nutrition, 
and much more. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend, 
íléfteshments and childcare will be provided.

The Depot may he rented by calling the Sutton Co, Historical 
Society-at 3^*5(MM1. Open Mondays, Tuesday until noon and 
Fridays.

Social and Health Resources Coalition Seminar, appropriate 
for nurses, social workers and child care providers. Thursday, 
Nov. 7. CEUs provided, San Angelo Convention Center, $45,00. 
For registration, call Sherrill Dooley at 657-4214.

It's the DISH Network FREE-FOR-ALL!

SATELLITE T V  SYSTEM
A FREE system and America's Top 50  

for just S22.99 a month!
(after equipment credits)

12 m onth ly  
^cred its o f — 

$17.00 ea. 
$204 Total

AddKIonAl receivers m ust be  ectlvAted In con |unctlon  w ith  a 
prim ary  receiver, and  a re  subject to  a J4 .99  per m onth  
p rogr.-nm dng fee per receiver.

Requires a subscription to  A m erica's Top SO, A m erica’s Top 
100 o r A merica's Top 150 to  receive equ ipm en t credits.

nnu
Plus FREEStandard Profcsilonal Installation ^

Whitson Telephone Services
Kyle Donaldson

Phone: 915-387-3313 • Cell: 915-277-9758
d l ^NET ViO R K

Local Teen Attends Leadership 
Challenge In Washington, D.C.___

Elizabeth Elliott \Lits a memorial during an educational trip 
to Washington, D.C.

Washington,D.C. - Miss 
Elizabeth Elliott, daughter of A! 
and Sandra Elliott, attended the 
National Young Leaders 
Conference (NYLC) from 
October 15 through October 
20, 2002 in Washington, D.C. 
She is a Jr. at Sonora High 

. School. This unique leadership 
development program invites 
high school students - based on 
scholastic merit, community 
involvement, and leadership 
contributions - to interact with 
today’s national leaders. NYLC 
scholars work through many 
issues facing our nation today 
through a series of simulations 
and meet face-to-face with 
members of the U.S. Congress 
or their staff, as well as other 
influential personalities.

“The National Young 
Leaders Conference motivates 
exceptional high school students 
like Elizabeth to responsibly 
meet challenges head-on and to 
gain confidence in making posi­
tive changes in communities 
throughout the world,” said 
Michael Lasday, executive 
director of the Congressional 
Youth Leadership Council 
(CYLC), the organization that 
sponsors the NYLC.

U.S. Representative Ken 
Bentsen of Texas welcomed the 
students to the floor of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, an 
honor usually reserved for mem­
bers of Congress and their spe­
cial guests. Bentsen also pointed 
out several features of the his­
toric chamber and explained the 
Congressional voting process.

Elizabeth said that one of 
her favorite parts of the trip was 
being split into groups or “cau- 
cnisesP'afld givdn the as^ignweht 

‘jjileoraingiiiprwith ffliriaoi-end- 
ment and getting it passed. She 
was chosen to go to each “cau­

cus” and try to make them pass 
her amendment.

Elizabeth was also 1 of 10 
students, out of the 400 attend­
ing, chosen to visit the Saudi 
Arabian Embassy and meet with 
the Amabassodor. While there 
he discussed the different cul­
tures, including clothing and 
food differences.

Because leadership goes 
beyond what happens on 
Capitol Hill, Elliott had the 
opportunity to interact with a 
panel of renowned journalists, 
including Nancy Ambrose (for­
merly of CNN), Michael 
Cottman {The Washingtdn 
Post), Jonathan Karl (CAW) and 
Karen Tumulty {TIME). 
Students had the chance to ask 
questions regarding national 
and international current events, 
journalistic ethics and new pri­
oritization, as well as advice and 
perspectives on how to start a 
career in journalism.

Elizabeth also did quite a 
bit of site-seeing during her trip, 
visiting the Smithsonian, the 
Arlington Cemetery, and a 
dynamic 9/11 Memorial.

The trip was not only edu­
cational but fun for Elizabeth 
and she won’t soon forget all 
that she learned.

CYLC is a nonprofit, non­
partisan leadership education 
organization. Founded in 1985 
CYLC is committed to educat­
ing, motivating and inspiring 
young people to achieve their 
full leadership potential. Each 
year, 7,000 outstanding select 
youth participate in twenty-four 
session of NYLC. To date, more 
than 100,000 students have 
taken part in CYLC programs. 

i”Fi5F5’ifSaftionaI'"'mfbrtfl2itroh '“On 
iliWEG and NYLCjupleased Visit 

us on the Internet at 
www.cvlc.org.

Main Street News
Main Street Turkey Golf Scramble

by Ann Kay
The Main Street Turkey 

Golf Scramble will be on 
Saturday, November 16, 2002. 
Tee time is at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Sonora Golf Course and the cost 
is $15. Green fees have been
waived by the Sonora Golf 
Course. The Main Street 
Program would like to extend an 
invitation to all golfers to come 
and play in the benefit scramble.
All proceeds from the scramble 
will go toward community 
activities.

Prizes of cash, golf balls, 
free nights at the Best Western 
Inn, Sonora and Devil’s River 
Days Inn, meals and a day of

Main Street Program Membership Drive
The following accomplish- professional

golf at participating golf cours­
es.

Sponsors for the Main 
Street Turkey Scramble are: Bar 
Y Ranch, AEP-WTU, Alco, 
KHOS Radio, The Devil’s River 
News, Dairy Queen of Sonora, 
First National Bank, The Bank 
& Trust of Sutton County, 
Devil’s River Days Inn, Best 
Western Inn, Sonora Golf 
Course, San Angelo Quicksand 
Golf Course, San Angelo 
Riverside Golf Course, Abilene 
Fair Way Oaks Golf Course, and 
Del Rio San Felipe Golf Course.

Come on out and play golf 
for the Main Street Program

cu»«om*fi orti A» poc«i. pioog«» ând Bfogammmg *ut>i«ct to eh«ng« «nmoul nt*c» Local and itala salaa taxa* 
_t_ I*****”  Bragrtmni«<g. and any offw t*<vic*i that ara t»ovi0*d. ar* »uoyact to ina tarmi and condiixni ot tf>a flatxJaraial Cuitorrw Agraamant

inwuij '•**••* Signrtcani raitnelona apply lo OISM Nalwork nardwara and programmatg avaUWty and tor al orlar» Saa your DISH NaKaort rala4-
*’''**’”  “ orxtora or lha DISH Nan*ort wat>»ita at www dithnafiror» com tor compiala dalacb and raiinctioni Al larvica marka »>d tradamvka Mtongir ratpactiva o»rr>arf

ments of the Main Street 
Program could not have been 
possible without the supporting 
members of our community. We 
have been awarded the National 
Main Street Program Award for 
the last three years, Texas 
Downtown Association award­
ed us the “Best Promotion 
2001” and “Public 
Improvement Project 1998”, the 
Sonora Chamber of Commerce 
awarded the Main Street 
Program the “Best Organization 
of the Year 2001”, listed as a 
director on the Texas 
Downtown Association and the 
Mayors Award of Excellence 
1999.

By choosing to become a 
member of the Friends of 
Historic Sonora you are helping 
to preserve the past in the pres­
ent. All it takes is to choose 
which price plan is comfortable 
with your budget. You may fill 
out the form online. Our pro­
gram’s web site is www.friend- 
sofsonora.org/joinl.html.

The first 50 businesses and

sponsors will 
receive 1 month free of front­
page advertisement on our web 
site. You may also receive e- 
mail with some of the plans.

For more information call 
Ann Kay at 915-387-2248 or 
visit the web site or check out 
the membership plans listed 
below. We hope you will sup­
port your Main Street Program 
with your membership, and we 
may work to continue to accom­
plish our goals to spotlight 
Sonora, Texas, our home.

Individual - List of name 
on Website as an individual sup­
porter - cost $25.00 per year;

Associate - List of name on 
Website and access to email - 
cost $75.00 per year;

Professional - List of 
name, address on our web site 
with access to e-mail

Golden - List of name on 
our Website as an individual 
supporter (60 years -i-)

Corporate - List of Name 
on our Website as a corporate 
supporter and access to email.

Circle S Automotive

501 S. Crockett •  Sonora, Texas 76950 
9 1 5 -3 8 7 -5 1 6 7

“We Keep America Running”

mailto:ctjones@sonoratx.net
http://www.cfidrive.com
mailto:john.berry@netxv.net
http://www.cvlc.org
http://www.friend-sofsonora.org/joinl.html
http://www.friend-sofsonora.org/joinl.html
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Hawks Top Broncos.
by Tryon Fields

For some, last Friday’s loss 
to the Wall Hawks might have 
spelled the end to everything.

However; the sun did rise in 
the east (even if we didn’t see 
it), your dog didn’t leave home, 
and the world continued to 
revolve on its axis! The young 
men dressed in Red and Black 
have nothing to hang their heads 
about! These young men gave 
everything they had and left 
everything on the field. Yes, the 
Broncos may not make the play­
offs this year, but there comes a 
time when even great dynasties 
come up a little short (Roman,' 
Ming, Cowboys, etc...). An old 
coaches saying; “those with the 
most bosses; usually win.’’

Friday’s game pitted two 
teams against each other with 
the boss count fairly equal. In 
the end, the running attack of the 
Wall Hawks, proved to be the 
difference in a three point game.

Sonora opiened this District 
2-2A match-up on offense. 
Gambling on the first play from 
scrimmage. Coach Jason 
Herring called for the half-back 
pass. Back up quarterback, 
Lance Roberts, lofted up a pass. 
Hawk defender, Luke Cauley, 
read the play all the way and 
intercepted the pass at the Wall 
thirty-nine. Working out of the 
wish-bone formation, the 
Hawks began to grind out the 
yardage. Averaging four yards a 
carry; Jaron Haney, Josh Holik, 
and Sean Scribner moved the 
ball across the mid-field stripe 
to the Bronco forty-six. On a 
second and six call. Josh Holik 
would take the pitch to the out­
side. Forty-six yards later the 
Wall Hawks were up by six. 
The PAT by Brian Raspberry 
would split the uprights to give 
the Hawks an early .seven point 
lead. Wall 7 - Sonora 0.

Sonora’s woes would con­
tinue on the ensuing kick-off. 
Whether by design or by acci­
dent, the kick-off would hit one 
of the Bronco up lineman square 
in the back as he was retreating 
to block. A hustling Jared Ripple 
would recover the wet pigskin at 
the Wall forty-eight. It would 
take the Hawks three plays to 
return the favor. A tremendous 
hit by Israel Arevalo on the Wall 
running back, Jaron Haney, 
would knock the football loose; 
Bronco secondary back, Wilson 
Wallace, would recover the

bounding ball at the Hawk forty- 
seven. Before the Bronco 
Express could get untracked, 
they would turn the ball over for 
the second time. Bronco full­
back, Chris Martin, breaks into 
the open, and just as he was 
going to change gears, the foot­
ball squirted out. Hawk defend­
er, Luke Cauley, would snatch 
the ball out of the air and give 
Wall possession at the Hawk 
thirty-five. A swarming Bronco 
defense led by Justin Sims, Luis 
Segura, Thomas Bloodworth, 
and Dustin Martin would force 
the Hawks to punt the football 
after using a little over four min­
utes of the first quarter game 
clock and otily gaining seven 
yards. A nice punt by the Hawks 
would put the Red Hosses in a 
hole at their own seventeen. 
Stoking the boilers of the 
Bronco Express, the Broncos 
began a four and a half minute 
drive of their own. Juan 
Rodriguez and Chris Martin 
provided the power on the 
ground, while Bronco quarter­
back, Scottie Moore, would use 
laser strikes to Chris Martin, 
Doug Yocham, and Dustin 
Martin to advance the ball to the 
Wall thirteen. At the thirteen, 
Scottie Moore would pinpoint a 
pass to a slanting Doug Yocham 
for the Bronco touchdown.

A booming PAT by 
Zedekiah Snodgrass would split 
the uprights to knot the score at 
seven apiece. Wall 7 - Sonora 
7. An energized Red Hoss 
defense picked up the pace and 
forced the Hawks to quick-kick 
the football. The quick-kick, 
catching the Broncos off guard, 
would put them in a hole at the 
Bronco fifteen. Ball control at 
its finest.

The Bronco Express 
orchestrated a six and a half 
minute seventy-three yard drive. 
Juan Rodriguez and Chris 
Martin, giving excellent second 
and third efforts while running 
the ball, aided the short passing 
game of Moore to Rodriguez, C. 
Martin, and Luis Segura.

Coach Herring going to the 
razzle dazzle on this series, used 
the hook and ladder from Scottie  ̂
Moore to Doug Yocham who 
lateralled to Juan Rodriguez 
sprinting down the sideline. 
Wall speedster. Josh Holik, 
saved the touchdown by catch­
ing Rodriguez at the Wall thir­
teen. A short gainer by Chris

#73 Jared Parks and #55 Thomas Bloodworth line up against 
the Wall Hawks. Photo hy Rohin Street
Martin, an incomplete pass, and Broncos elected to quick-kick.
a pass caught by Chris Martin 
just over the end zone line set up 
a fourth and nine at the Hawk 
twelve. Bronco place kicker 
Zedekiah Snodgrass would give 
the Broncos a three point lead 
on his twenty-seven yard field 
goal with a minute and twenty- 
nine seconds left in the half. 
Wall 7 - Sonora 10.

Deviating from their game 
plan, the Hawks went to the air. 
Excellent secondary coverage 
and tremendous pressure by 
Lance Roberts, Justin Sims, and 
Israel Arevalo would force the 
Hawks to turn over the ball on 
downs with thirty-three seconds 
left in the half A nine yard gain 
by Juan Rodriguez, and a sack 
of Scottie Moore would close 
out the final seconds of the sec­
ond quarter.

Halftime: Wall 7 - Sonora
10.

Defense - Defense 
Defense: Both teams came out 
of the break with their defensive 
ears pinned back. Three and out 
met both teams on their first 
possessions of the second half

Wall’s second possession 
would begin at their own forty- 
six. Going back to their game 
plan of pounding the ball down 
the field; alternating between 
Jaron Haney and Josh Holik the 
Hawks drove the ball to the 
Bronco one. Faced with a 
fourth and goal at the one, the 
Hawks tried to muscle their way 
into the end zone. The middle of 
the Bronco defense, led by Jared 
Parks, Israel Arevalo, Thomas 
Bloodworth, and Shaun Ramos, 
would out muscle the Hawks 
and deny them. Wall’s defense 
responded with a stand of their 
own. After only gaining two 
tough yards on two plays; the

J.V. Broncos Fall Short To Wall Hawks.
by Moray Cearley

On a cold, wet evening the 
Sonora Junior Varsity Broncos 
had hopes of beating the unde­
feated Wall Hawks.

On Wall’s first possession 
they went the distance, scoring 
6 with the 2 point conversion 
attempt failing after a hobbled 
snap.

Sonora then went 3 and 
out. After a 42 yard punt by 
Travis Heard, Wall took control 
at their own 28. After success­
fully moving the ball. Wall had 
their first miscue, a fumble, in 
which Cullen Parker recovered.

From Wall’s 45 Sonora 
began to move the ball. On the ' 
ground, Cameron Cox had car­
ries of 4 and 7. Clint Cearley 
and Steven Duhon connected in 
the air for a gain of 13. On 3rd 
and 7, Cearley found Duhon for 
a 27 yard score. Cox added the 
extra point and Sonora takes the 
lead 7 - 6.

The Bronco Defense led by 
Brian Payton, Roland Solis and 
Nash Traylor held the Hawks to 
minus yardage and they were 
forced to punt.

Once again Sonora was 
unable to move the chains, and 
they too were forced to punt.

Defensively Embre Smith, 
Hilton Bloodworth, Boomer 
Galindo and Austin Wagoner 
kept the Hawks from getting 
into the endzone and the 
Broncos took over at their 20. 
After a gain of 4 by Cox and an 
8 yard completion to Duhon, 
Cearley throws'deep and it is 
intercepted on the Wall 41. It 
doesn’t take long for the Green 
to capitalize on the turnover. 
After the touchdown the 2 point 
pass attempt was incomplete, 
leaving the score Sonora 7, Wall 
12.

With good field position 
and on the 1st down, the 
Broncos run the counter with 
Traylor picking up 9 yards. On 
2nd, Cearley finds his “go-to” 
receiver Anthony Longoria for a 
gain of 22. The Wall Defense 
stiffened and was able to stop 
the Broncos on the 18. The ball 
went over on downs and on the 
1st down the Hawks took it 82 
yards for the score.

The 2 point conversion was 
good and the score is now

Sonora 7, Wall 20.
Sonora wasn’t able to move 

the ball and was forced to punt. 
With only seconds left in the 
first half. Wall wasn’t satisfied 
with their lead and they decided 
to go long only to have Longoria 
intercept it.

On Sonora’s first posses­
sion of the second half Stetson 
Perez had carries of 4 and 5, 
only to be stopped on third 
down. The Red once again were 
forced to rely on their defense. 
Frank Gallegos, Traylor and 
Wagoner had valiant efforts, but 
the bigger and faster Hawks 
were able to get to the secondary 
and eventually the endzone. The 
extra point was blocked by J.R. 
Solis, leaving the score 7 to 26.

In hopes of jump-starting 
the Bronco offense the coaches 
made a quarterback change. 
Embre Smith gained 6 on The 
Keeper, then Cox gained 6 up 
the middle. After an incomplete 
pass and minus yardage on the 
The Sweep, Smith fumbled with 
Wall recovering at Sonora’s 38.

On defense, J.R. Solis 
forced a hurried incomplete 
pass, Duhon stops the ball carri­
er at the line of scrimmage and 
then on 4th down. Wagoner 
forces an incompletion.

Sonora took over at their 
own 30. Cox and S. Perez com­
bined to move the chains and 
then Cearley had a 20 yard com-

pletion to Duhon. To start the 
4th quarter Cearley connected 
with Wagoner for 10. When it 
looked as if Sonora was back on 
track their troubles began again. 
First Cearley was sidelined for 
an injury and then the Broncos 
committed several penalties, 
which found them 4th and long. 
Unable to convert, the ball was 
turned over on downs. On 
defense, Jeb Hunt had a QB 
Sack, while Wagoner and 
Gallegos held the Hawks to 
minus yards. They were forced 
to punt, with Sonora taking con­
trol near mid-field. Cearley and 
Longoria connected for 8 while 
Cox had carries of 5 and 1'8. 
From the 16 Cearley finds 
Longoria in the endzone for the 
apparent touchdown, but it was 
called back due to an illegal 
block. The Broncos were then 
called for an Illegal Procedure.

After a Cearley sack and 
Cox for minus yards, the ball 
was turned over on downs.

On Wall’s last possession. 
Will Crittendon and Steven 
Barthélémy were credited with 
2 tackles each. The Hawks ran 
the clock out with Sonora 7, 
Wall 26.

The Broncos will play their 
last home game this week 
against the Ozona Lions. Come 
out and support them in their 
quest for another victory.

The “Spartan Cheerleader” made a special visit to the Colt 
Pep Rally and proved they could “Bring it on!” .

2002 Bronco 
Football Schedule
COLT FOOTBALL

Oct. 31 • Ozona
There • 5:00/6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 7 • Grape Creek
Home • 5:00/6:30 p.m.

■TV FOOTBALL
Oct. 31* Ozona

Home • 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 7 • Grape Creek

a  There • 6:30 p.m.

\  VARSITY
^  Nov. 1 • *Ozona

There • 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 • *Grape Creek

Home • 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored By:

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
$5*00 Off Oil Change

Thursday, O c to b e r 31st 
th rough

W ed n esd ay , N o vem b er 6th

Pickup and Delivery Available • Call for Appointment

MUST PRESENT COUPON

An excellent kick by Scottie 
Moore would give the Hawks 
the ball at their own forty-three.

Wall, staying with the girl 
that brought them, kept the ball 
on the ground and once again 
began gobbling up the yardage. 
Five running plays aided by a 
face mask advanced the ball to 
the Broncos seven. Learning 
from their previous mistakes; 
the Hawks went to the air this 
time. Wall’s quarterback, Sean 
Scribner, would find Josh Holik 
all alone in the endzone for the 
go ahead touchdown. With a 
minute and eleven seconds left 
in the third quarter, the PAT by 
Rasberry would be blocked by 
the middle of the Bronco defen­
sive line making the score: Wall 
13 - Sonora 10. The remainder 
of the third quarter and all of 
the fourth quarter would turn 
into a defensive duel. Neither 
team would be able to get past 
the opponents forty yard line 
until the Hawks used the last 
four minutes and twelve sec­
onds of the fourth quarter to get 
inside the Broncos twenty to 
close out the game.

Hawks 13 - Broncos 10.
Even though the Broncos 

lost this game, they are not 
totally out of the play-off pic­
ture. 'They will have to win their 
last two games and have a lot of 
help from the Reagan County 
Owls and others. It all starts 
with the District leading Ozona 
Lions. The Lions, bringing a 
perfect three and 0 district 
record into Fridays match-up 
will provide a formidable foe 
for the Broncos. Game time is 
7:30 p.m. at Lion Stadium in 
Ozona.

GOOD LUCK BRON­
COS!!! BEAT OZONA!!!

Colts Win One, 
Lose One

The 7th & 8th Grade Colts 
were scheduled to play the sec­
ond of only three home games 
this season, this past Thursday, 
but due to all the rainfall, the 
games were relocated to Wall. 
This would make for a full after­
noon and evening of football 
with both Colt teams and the 
Junior Varsity team playing 

, from 4:00 pm until 9:30 pm.
The 7th Grade Colts played 

an excellent game coming out 
on top for the win with a score 
of 22 - 6. Their record ndw 
improves to 5-2.

The 8th Grade Colts did not 
fare as well and lost 14 - 36. 
These Colts fought hard and 
came on strong, unfortunately 
they just ran out of time.

■Their record is now 3-4.
The Colt teams will travel 

to Ozona^this week to take on 
the Lions. 7th Grade starts at 
5:00 pm with the 8th Grade 
Colts starting immediately fol­
lowing at approximately 6:30 
pm.

GO COLTS!!! BEAT the 
LIONS!!!

I-IO
Auto Ranch

1304 Golf Course Road • Sonora, Texas
915-387-2529

Health BeiflÜh

Covers 'V'our Entire Fainilv!
^ G U A lU M T K U A tC fc P I .V N C K !  H -A V  R A l i :
* selk-e:mi*lovi:i) uii not—.no iNCutASt :îî
(̂IEI>1C.4I. UlSnil'N ISON:
‘ ÜÜCVOR DENTAL VISION* IL\ & *M U H M O R t!

Call Toll-Free-1-888-8

D I A B E T I C S
Tired of jumping through hoops 
to get your diabetic supplies?
Have your diabetic'supplies delivered 
to your door for little or no cost!
Medicare and private insurance welcome 
(sorry, HMO’s not accepted).

Cali Priority Medical Supply, LLC
"Your complete satisfaction is our Priority.
Toll Free: 1 -8 6 6 -6 6 0 -1 7 1 8

Fen-PiieraReduir
Diet drugs cause serious disease related to the heart 
and lungs, l/ou may not have symptoms now, but you 
may.stiii have problems if you took either of these 
drugs. If you have taken either of these drugs and 
want to protect your legal rights, you MUST have an 
echocardiogram evaluated by a cardiologist by Jan. 3, 
2003. Our office is currently paying for and arranging 
echocardiograms for our clients. For information about 
your rights, contact Krebs & Webre, LLC with offices 
in Austin, TX and Lafayette, LA, We have a medical 
doctor on staff to answer your questions.
N ot C ertified  B y  T he T exas  B o ard  O  Le g a l  S pecialization

3.75 Billon Dollar 
Settlement Approved 
Procrastinators, 

Do Not Delay 
Any Longer!

Final Deadline is 
January 3, 2003
R ya n  A . K rebs, M D , JD ,

(Ikidov-LKivyiic >uue Law I’racg^}
S c o tt  W ebro

1-800-495-1340
wvvw.krebsandwebre.com

ASBESTOS
NO FEE 

FOR
FIRST VISIT

Diseases may occur 30 to 50 years 
after exposure to asbestos. Many 
workers yvere exposed from the 1940s 
through the 1970s. Industrial workers 
and spouses (washing clothes) are 
among those at risk for mesothelioma, 
throat cancer, or lung cancer.
Call us for professional insight,

Caivouno Cunwit) vc .vwfK .urn OniEis Nr/r Damfroi 
H i TI.8 TES.« M V ID  OrLgj.M.Sl'tnAUUTKI.S’

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
. (l)ocinr-LRW>tr tu fuU time Law I'lwciico)

Richard A. Dodd, L.C. 
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certified l :̂rMrud lit>urr Tiibl law & 
Civi! Trial Law. Ttaaa Bu&rd a( laeval SpudahuUoa 

Cnmeron. Tam

1-800-460-0606
wvvw.asbostoslaw.com

Best Western Sonora Inn
270 Hwy 277 North 
Sonora, TX 76950 
Exit 400 on I-10 
(915) 387-9111 

Fax (915) 387-9221 
For Reservations Call 1-877-937-9111

Early Birds 
receive 

a FREE GD-R

S O N O R A  
OFFICE SUPPLY

Wednesday, November 6th
Ribbon Cutting 10:00 a.m.

228 E. Main • Sonora, Texas 76950 
(915)387-2498» sos@sonoratx.net

mailto:sos@sonoratx.net
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Landmark 
Apartments
Call today to move into a 

2/2 @ $390 month/$200 deposit 
October Decoration Contest 

1st Place: Mr. and Mrs. Rodriguez 
2nd Place: Mr. and Mrs. Tirado 
3rd Place: Mr. and Mrs. Reyna

Frontier/Dunes Mini Storag
Smalls -  $35/$ 10 dep. 
Large -  $55/$ 10 dep.
CallJana @ 357-2104 

for all gour storage needs

The Touch Of Agriculture

Subscribe to  The Devil's River News 
Can 387-2507  

or email: sales@sonoratx.net

DAVID P. WILLIS t o l l  1-800-883-9858BOARD CERTIFIED CCA Art Aft
PERSONALIN JURY TRIAL LAWYER r R t t  /  | 0 "D 3 4 "4 U 4 U

Texas Board of Legal Specialization_______________ principle ofrce - HousTON.Tgxxs

As of October 29. 2002

Gas
$4.19 per MMBtu.

C ru d e  Oil
$26.04/BBL

203 S. H w y 277 • 387-3881

PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

TH E  G A S E N H A N C E M E N T CO M PA N Y

YOUR HOMETOWN LEADER 
FOR GAS WELL PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

1-800-805-9178
704 GLASSCOCK 
SONORA, TEXAS

387-2585

"HOW MUCH 
MOHEY DO 

YOU REALLY 
NEED TO RETIRE?”

ANNUITIES, MUTUAL FUNDS, 
LIFE INSURANCE AND A PLAN.

T B '

Bob Poulson 
707 N. C rockett 
Sonora, Texas 
915-387-3575 /lllstate.

B ryan Shilcutt 
3301 N. T h ird  St. 

Abilene, Texas 
915-677-2576

I - IN A N C IA L
Allstate Financial is the m arketing name for Allstate Life Insurance Com pany 
(N orthbrook, II), its subsidiaries and certain afrdiates. Securities offered 
through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA, and PA). 
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member NASD.SIPC. Office of Supervisory 
Jurisdiction: 2920 South 84th Street. Lincoln. NE 68506 877-525-5727.
© 2002 A llstate Insurance C om pany allstate.com

BAYCOL -  Muscle Pain
Rhabdomyoiysis • Liver/Kidney Failure

In 2001 Bayer Corp, recalled its cholestero l lowering sta tin  drug, Baycol due 
to  potentia l kidney &  liver com plications, fever, nausea, da rk  urine, m uscle 
(weakness, pain & deterioration), m yophattiy and a  rare, and often fatal, 
d isease called Rhabdom yoiysis (severe muscle loss and m usde  cell damage). 
IF you took  BAYCOL and are suffering from  any o f these  sym ptom s, then 
C A LL NOW  FOR A  FREE C O N FID EN TIAL CONSULTATION.

by
C ongressm an 
Henry Bonilla, 
R

I had a 
meeting the 
other day with 
|some folks 
from the Texas 

Farm Bureau. They're a great 
group of people and I always 
look forward to talking with 
them. In our meetings, we dis­
cuss everything from the price of 
livestock to the latest cotton reg­
ulations to foot and mouth dis­
ease. An interesting point was 
brought up in our last discus­
sion. Does the American public 
realize how often agriculture 
touches their daily lives?

It's not something we think 
about every day. You probably 
don't get up in the morning, put 
on your clothes, and consider 
who raised the sheep for your 
wool pants or who grew the cot­
ton for your shirt. When we get 
to the breakfast table, we often 
forget about the corn that was 
harvested for our morning bowl 
of cereal or the cows milked for 
our tall glass of calcium. When 
our children arrive at school, we 
seldom think about the school 
lunch program they are provided 
each day. Nor do we think about 
the vaccinations that keep them 
safe from disease. And when we 
stop at the grocery store on our 
way home, how often do we take 
for granted the high quality of 
the products we purchase. The 
produce and meat are fresh, and 
the aisles packed with availabili­
ty and variety. Not many coun­
tries have this type of luxury.

I make this point because 
it's important we understand 
how fortunate we are to have a 
safe and successful agriculture 
industry. Agriculture affects so 
many aspects of our lives. 
Beyond food and clothing, the 
agriculture industry accounts for 
one in every six U.S. jobs. 
Farmers and ranchers are not the

only people working for this 
huge industry. Agriculture sup­
ports your neighbor who works 
at the clothing production plant, 
your friend who manages the 
local grocery store and even 
your family pharmacist.

No doubt about it - agricul­
ture fuels our economy. The 
agriculture industry accounts for 
two percent of our nation's gross 
domestic product. It also 
accounts for $50 billion in 
exports each year. Let's not for­
get that farmers pay incredible 
sums of money to cover their 
business expenses. In recent 
years, farmers paid as much as 
$73 billion in purchases and 
over $25 billion in employee 
wages.

When you add up the prod­
ucts, the jobs and the economic 
advantages you can come to just 
one conclusion: the agriculture 
industry is literally the back­
bone of our country. This was 
true when the founding fathers 
met in Philadelphia, it was true 
during the industrial revolution 
of the 1800s, and it is still true 
today.

So the next time you're in 
the grocery story picking out 
apples or at a department store 
selecting a new shirt, think 
about the time and energy 
invested in every product you 
see. We may take these things 

■ for granted, but for thousands of 
people nation-wide these items 
are truly a necessity of life. Let's 
be thankful for our agriculture 
industry and for the men and 
women who work hard every 
day to keep it strong.

• Congressman Henry 
Bonilla is chairman of the 
Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee. As chairman, 
Mr. Bonilla oversees all of the 
nation's agriculture funding, the 
nation's f(X)d supply, emergency 
disaster relief, and farm and 
ranch programs. Mr. Bonilla is 
in his fifth term as a 
Congressman from Texas' 23rd 
district.

Oil & Agribusiness

Rig Locations as o f  
i m i H  October 25, 2002

♦ Sutton County
Dominion; 8925’ Brown-Whitehead - 2 - #3, Patterson Drilling. 
Dominion; 8800’ Mayer - 3D - #4, Patterson Drilling.
Dominion; 8600’ Hudspeth - 53 - #4, Patterson Drilling.
New Dominion; 8600’ Mayer - 3 - #4, Patterson Drilling. 
Dominion; 8550’ Randee Hill - Fawcett TR - F - #2, Patterson 
Drilling.
New Dominion; 7250’ Shurley - 166 - #13, Patterson Drilling. 
Dominion; 7150’ Shurley - 165 - #5, Patterson Drilling. 
Dominion; 6650’ Davis - C - #38, Patterson Drilling.
New Dominion; 6550’ Davis - C - #37, Patterson Drilling.
New Dominion; 5500’ Wallace - 115 - #1, Patterson Drilling. 
Dominion; 5850’ Askew - 44B - #1, Patterson Drilling.

Crockett County
Oxy Permian/Houston; 5600’ South Cross Unit #216, Capstar 
Drilling. .
Harrison Interests; 6800’ University Land 19 - 30 #49, Patterson 
Drilling.

Terrell
ExxonMobil Dev. Co.; 16000’ Banner Estate #25, Patterson 
UTI/LV.
Conoco; 15300’ Culbertson - 16 - #3, H, Nabors Drilling. 
Athanor Texas; 12500’ Mitchell - 3 - #2, Nabors Drilling.
EOG Res; 10000’ Noelke - 5 - #1 H, TMBR/Sharp Drilling.
New Fasken Oil & Ranch; 7500’ Monroe SW - 187 - #7, 
Patterson Drilling.

CAKL J .  V A H iLL, /N V  __
o n  F lF .L ti CO STM .iC lO H A

Devil’s River Internet 
387-2507

Directors Elected to Southwest 
Texas ACA Board

Pesticide Re-certification Course
There will be a Pesticide Re-Certification Course on Thursday, 

November 14th, 2002 in Eldorado at the Memorial Building on the 
Courthouse Square. Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and the 
program will start at 9:00 a.m. There will be 6 CEU’s available for 
those with a Private Pesticide Applicators License/Certificate. 
There will be a $10 charge per person to cover the cost of the noon 
meal. Topics will range from crop production to brush control.

Stockholders recently elect­
ed five directors to the 
Southwest Texas ACA board. 
Elected were, Louis f. 
Woodward of Girvin; Glen C. 
Richardson of Sonora.Edwin 
L. Yanta of Devine; Jack 
Kingsbery of Crystal City and 
James B. Carlson of La Villa. 
Wœdward, Richardson, Yanta, 
Kinsbery and Carlson are well 
known agricultural leaders 
throughout South and West 
Texas and bring a combined 
total of almost 100 years of 
Farm Credit director experience 
to the Southwest Texas ACA 
board. According to CEO Rick 
Rothee “stockholders of 
Southwest Texas ACA are fortu­
nate to be represented by such 
outstanding agricultural leaders 
and businessmen.” They join F. 
Shelby Henke of Campbelton; 
Larry McBee of Del Rio; Paul 
Aelvoet of Hondo; Katherin J.

Crittendon of Valentine; Truman 
De Lux of Eldorado; Wilburn 
Malm of Lyford; Victor J.

• Niemeyer of Knippa; Danny 
Parker, Robert L. Price and 
Mark Vanham of Uvalde; Billy 
Saveli of Sonora; Robert C. 
Surratt of Clint; Gene S. Walker 
of Aguilares, and Roy Grady 
Wheeler of Pleasanton as mem­
bers of the board.

Southwest Texas ACA is a 
part of the Farm Credit System 
and provides financing for live­
stock, equipment, rural homes, 
farms and ranches in Southwest 
Texas. According to CEO Rothe 
“continued demand for rural 
real estate and low interest rates 
has provided for phenomenal 
Association loan volume 
growth during the past year.” 
Loan volume for the 
Association now exceeds Four 
Hundred Fifty Million Dollars.
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S u p e rb o w l S a tu rd a y  H its  S o n o ra

•  Saturday November 2, 2002 is the big day for the Pee Wee and Heavy Weight Broncos. The Superhowl of the YMCA Football league will be held at 
Bronco Stadium starting at 9:00 a.m. Games played by Sonora, Eldorado, Ozona and Big Lake football players will take place all day at Bronco Stadium, 
with Sonora teams playing at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m and 3:00 p.m. Concession stands will be open. Don’t miss a chance to see future Broncos in action.

F ™  NOW ACCEPTING W f/m
CREDIT CARDS

$6.00 Adult/$3.00 Child/Senror -  
$3.00 Bargain M atinees before 6:00 p.m . $3.00 

$3.00 B arga in  W ed. («RESTRICTED)

SOUTHWEST 7
949*9985 3598 Knickerbocker Rd.

$3 .00  M a tin e e s  b e fo re  6 :00  p .m  
$6.00 Eveniqgs Friday-Sunday

• SANTA CLAUSE 2 (dts) (G).... 2 :0 0 4 :3 0  7 :0 0  9 :4 0

•THE RING dts IPG-13)............. 1 :5 0 4 :4 0  7 :15  9 :5 0

•THETRANSPORTER (PG.13)... 2 :1 0 4 :2 0  7 :10  9 :3 5

• KNOCKAROUND GUYS |R|... 2:25  4 :25  7 :35  9 :4 0

■ SWIMFAN (PG-13).................. 2 :3 0  4 :45  7 :30  9 :2 0

•THE TUXEDO (PG-13)...............2 :4 0 5 :1 0  7 :25  9 :3 0

SPY KIDS 2 (PG)......................2 :2 0 4 :3 0  7 :05  9 :1 5

T im es goo d  fo r  the w eek o f  11/01 th ru  11/07

$3 .00  M a tin e e s  b e fo re  6 :00  p .m  
Monday-Thursday

• SANTA CLAUSE 2 (dts) (G)

•THE RING dts (PG-13)..........

•THETRANSPORTER (PG-13)

• KNOCKAROUND GUYS (R)...

• SWIMFAN (PG-13)..................

•THE TUXEDO (PG-13)..............

SPY KIDS 2 (PG)...............

4:30 7:00 9:40 

4:40 7:15 9:50 

4:20 7:10 9:35 

4:25 7:35 9:40 

4:45 7:30 9:20 

5:10 7:25 9:30 

4:30 7:05 9:15

• No Passes o r Discounts www.pccmovics.com

Back Talk
C 'h im p r ; ic lÌL' C';irc 

O ii c s l i o i i s  tV; A n s w e r s

The nervous system, consisting 
of your brain, spinal cord and 
all the nerves of your body, 
controls every cell, tissue, 
organ, and system of your body. 
Bones (vertebrae) that cover 
your spine (the nervous 
system’s information 
superhighway) can rub, stretch, 
choke, or irritate delicate nerve 
tissue.

This is referred to as the 
Vertebral Subluxation Complex.

Chiropractic doctors locate and 
help correct spinal problems 
interfering with the nerve 
supply to the entire body. 
Without drugs or surgery, the 
body’s inborn healing ability is 
released. This safe and 
conservative approach to relief 
and wellness makes chiropractic 
the most popular form of natural 
health care in the world.

Back Talk
C h ii 'o p r a c t ic  C are  

Q u e s t i o n s  lV; . \n s w  ers

Dr. Rico Forlano
Forlano Chiropractic Family 

Health Center
(915) 853-3331 

Box 633 
418 Hwy. 277 S. 

Eldorado, Texas 76936

H i l d e r b r a n  R e p o r t s

U W O R O  ^T3liC5A^ ,
For 14 years, Representative Harvey R. Hilderbran

has led the fight for rural Central and West Texas in

the Texas House of 

Representatives. Honoring 

veterans, protecting sen­

iors and education, and 

looking after the future 

water needs 

for our 

region have

been his priorities.

His 1995 welfare reform legislation 

started a national trend, and his 1997 

legislation protecting residents of Texas 

nursing homes addressed the needs of 

our seniors. His fellow legislators recog­

nized him last session by voting him Vice Chair of

the Republican Caucus

Harvey 
Hilderbran is 

the conservative 
leader we want

to keen.

P I  i r

for the House of 

Representatives. His 

service on the House 

Natural Resources 

Committee is a contin-

uation of his fight to 

assure rural Texans 

have the water we 

will need.

Harvey is a fam i­

ly man, an outdoors- 

man, rancher, and

business­

man. His 

love of

Texas and Texans is obvious in every leg­

islative endeavor.

Most important at this time in our 

region’s history, we need Harvey’s leader­

ship in the Texas House. And Harvey 

wants your vote.

Potè Harvey Hilderbran for  
the Texas House of

 ̂ j' it'sresentatives
on Novernher 5TH :::>

Harvey Hilderbran
STATE CAPITOL OFFICE • P.O. BOX 2910 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910 • PHONE 512/463-0536 

DISTRICT OFFICE • 125 LEHMAN DRIVE • KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028 • PHONE 830/257-2333

PAID FOR BY THE HARVEY HILDERBRAN CAMPAIGN • KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028

STATE  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  #  D IS T R IC T  53

http://www.pccmovics.com
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Commissioners from page 1
ing for possible grants to help« 
with the replacement of the 
grandstands at the arena.

Another main concern of 
the Commissioners was the con­
tinuation of looking for a solu­
tion to the TRAX van problem.

Judge Carla Garner 
informed the commissioners 
that she had spoke in length with 
the CVOG last week and it was 

'suggested that if the County 
were to take over operations of 
the TRAX van, it be done in 
January. She explained that by 
bringing on 2 drivers at 30 hours 
a week at $7.75 an hour with 
benefits that the total would be 
over the current budgeted 
amount. However, there were 
some other issues to look at 
including the possibility of one 
of the drivers not being able to 
work 30 hours, and therefore a 
new driver would have to be 
hired at a lower beginning rate. 
Garner continued by explaining 
that CVOG will provide the 
phones, supplies, desks, com­
puters, vans, maintenance, gas 
and a back up driver if needed. 
Judge Alvarez said that the 

' office could be located in a 
room across the hall from her 
office in the Courthouse. Garner 
also explained that since one of 
the drivers, Sonia, is the daugh­
ter of a Commissioner, Belia, 
that Belia would have to abstain 
from any voting pertaining to 
the TRAX program. After fur­
ther discussion a motion was 
made by Mike Villanueva to 
take over the TRAX program, 
beginning in January of next 
year. Cavaness seconded the 
motion and all Commissioners 
voted in favor, with Belia 
abstaining from the vote.

The Sutton County 
Extension Agents then gave a 
presentation to the 
Commissioners, catching them 
up with some of the current pro­
grams that they are working on.

Kelly Thorp and Noemi 
Samaniego told about the con- 
cho Valley Health Partnership 
Project they were working on 
together. This Partnership is a 
collaborative effort involving 
health and human service 
providers and health consumers, 
in assessing community health 
status and developing interven­
tions to improve public health 
outcomes. Thorp and 
Samaniego explained that they 
would be donating many refer­

News From
ence materials to the Sutton 
County Library for people to 
use. These materials will cover a 
wide range of health issues and 
can be accessed for free at the 
public library. Samaniego also 
explained that she is available to 
present programs for any organ­
izations, regarding health issues 
and she and Thorp will soon be 
initiating Diabetes Information 
programs in Sutton County.

Preston Paris then intro­
duced Sherry Ingham as a 4-H 
leader in our local program. 
Ingham gave a presentation on 
how 4-H is a positive outlet for 
the youth of Sutton County. She 
explained that she has two girls 
who are very active in many 
projects in the 4-H and they 
have learned a lot while enjoy­
ing their experiences. Ingham is 
a leader in 3 projects and recent­
ly attended leadership forum 
where she and 14 other leaders 
from Sutton County learned 
many important things to share 
with the 4-H members.

Ingham reported that the 
annual awards banquet was held 
recently and 64 kids received 
project completion certificates. 
She also said that 45 kids vali­
dated livestock last week, in 
preparation of upcoming stock- 
shows. Ingham ended her pres­
entation by encouraging every­
one present to become involved 
in 4-H or encourage a child to 
become involved.

Paris ended the County 
Extension presentation by 
informing the Commissioners of 
a current Tri-county program 
that they are involved in regard­
ing Ag & Natural Resources 
issues. He said that this is a pilot 
program and he and 10 local 
ranchers have traveled to sever­
al informative programs and 
will continue to do so over the 
next couple of years.

Garner then informed the 
Commissioners that the Workers 
Compensation Insurance would 
be taking a significant rise 
because of the 9/11 tragedies. 
Maura Weingart, County 
Auditor informed the court that 
the county employees were 
doing very well and that this 
increase was not because of 
claims locally. A motion was 
made and approved to accept the 
Workers Compensation propos­
al and the meeting was 
adjourned.

This Saturday, November 2nd, 
the pubic is invited to enjoy the 
12th annual Living History Day 
at the Historic Port in Port 
Stockton, TX. Step out of your 
car and into the past. The 
grounds will be open form 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Come enjoy a 
full day of fun, food and enter­
tainment for the entire family - 
and it’s all free..
Living History Day celebrates 
the Indian Wars post .and the 
frontier of the 1800’s . Enjoy the 
West Texas history and culture 
as it comes to life right before 
your eyes. Soldiers from Ports 
Stockton, Concho, Davis, 
Lancaster and McKavett will 
include infantry, calvary, and 
artillery. There will be native 
Americans, medicinal herbs and 
poets and storytellers. Learn 
how frontier women did tatting 
and lace making, weaving and 
spinning and quilting. The Port 
Stockton Laundresses will teach 
the art of washing clothes, mak­
ing soap and starch. Visitors will 
be encouraged to try their hand 
at those daily chores or domes­
tic life at the Army Post.
Visit with the re-enactors: Pat 
Cheatam, the San Angelo black­
smith and his wife Ann will 
have a wide variety of hand­
crafted iron tools, chimes and 
inner bells for sell. Cynthia

Schneider the Midland “Soap 
Landy” and husband Don will 
have handmade soap to sell, 
along with some really interest­
ing tales. Beverly Hartman 
paints and sells gourds and has 
been commissioned to do 2002 
Christmas gourds for 
“Christmas at old Port 
Stockton”.
There will be a western feel in 
the ah- as the Pecos River Gang 
keeps the peace and Gerry 
Allison gets into a scuffle over 
the story of his ancestry. Doug 
Whitaker will have the public 
spell bound with his rope tricks 
and fast draw. The chuckwagon 
camp will stay busy all day as 
they feed the re-enactors.
There will be entertainment 
from all over the state of Texas. 
Ricky Boen and Texas Mud and 
Washtub Jerry and Glenn 
Moreland will have you tapping 
your toes and clapping to the 
beat of the music. Gloria Espino 
and Wallace Moore, Pollowed 
by the 6th grade Intermediate 
Stars will perform in the after­
noon. The Daylights will be 
back again this year and have 
some good music planned for 
us. The Sahawee Indian dancers 
will also be back this year. We 
are adding Celtic Dancers and 
bagpipers this year.
Port Stockton was one of a

string of 19th century military 
posts that protected travelers 
and commerce on the San 
Antonio/EI Paso road during the 
Indian Wars (1867-1886). In 
fact, military history in this area 
goes back to the 1850’s when 
Camp Stockton served as a base 
for the expeditions throughout 
the region. During the Civil 
War, the post was occupied by 
units of the Army of the 
Confederacy.
This history will again come to 
life with soldiers setting up 
camp on the old fort’s parade 
grounds. Once again, the 
infantry will drill to the 
sergeant’s commands, cavalry 
will take the field, and cannons

and small arms will fire, and the 
air will be filled with the music 
of the bugle, the fife and drum, 
and the fiddle.
Don’t forget to stop by the 
Silent Auction in Officer’s 
Quarters 8. All sales benefit 
Historic Port Stockton. There 
will be over 100 items to choose 
from. Remember, Christmas is 
just around the corner. The auc­
tion ends at 5:00 p.m when the 
evening gun fires.
All this and so much more is 
going on at Living History Day 
2002 at Historic Port Stockton, 
301 E. Third. Saturday, 
November 2nd, from 9:00 a.m 
to 5:00 p.m.

Howard College Announces 
Free Computer Training

Howard College in San Angelo announced it will offer free 
compter training for the general public every Priday beginning 
November 1 and ending December 13. Location for the trianing will 
be Room B119 at the West Texas Training Center, 3501 N. US Hwy. 
67. Every Priday during this period, between 11:00 a.m and 3:00 
p.m., compter lab monitors will be available to assist the general 
public with the development of basic computer skills including: 
Basic Keyboarding, PC Pundamentals, Internet & E-mail Usage, 
Microsoft Word 2000, Microsoft Excel 2000, Microsoft Access 
2000 and Microsoft PowerPoint 2000. Por more information about 
the free training, contact the Director of Workforce Training, Donna 
Guthrie at 481-8322.

Senate District 15 Owns State's Best Voter-Turnout 
Record
by Jeff Wentworth 
State Senator, District 25

Writing a column about the 
importance of voting for news­
paper readers in Senate District 
25 is like "preaching to the 
choir."

I am very proud that the 
current Senate District 25 has 
the best voter- turnout record in 
all of Texas. It is my firm belief 
that the pattern of high voter 
turnout will continue in the 
reconfigured Senate District 25 
that will include all of Comal, 
Guadalupe, Kendall and Hays 
counties and parts of Bexar and 
Travis.

Because the general elec­
tion on November 5 is the first 
since congressional and Texas 
Senate and House district lines 
were redrawn after the 2000 
census, many of you will be vot­
ing in different.districts for fed­

eral and state offices.
It would be wise to check 

your local newspapers for possi­
ble changes in polling locations 
for November 5. Your voter 
registration card includes your 
voting precinct number. Check 
your voting precinct number 
against polling site addresses 
published in the public notice 
section of newspapers.

In addition to possible 
changes in polling locations, 
voters also may be facing longer 
ballots than usual. Historically, 
new district lines mean more 
candidates. Voters in more 
densely populated counties will 
be confronted with two-page 
ballots.

Comal and Kendall County 
voters will elect a representative 
to the Texas House from a new 
district. Republican Carter 
Casteel and Democrat Virgil

Yanta are vying to be the first 
Texas House member from 
District 73.

Although Williamson 
County will no longer be in 
Senate District 25 after January, 
some voters in that county will 
be voting in a new congression­
al district. Texas' population 
growth resulted in Texas' gain­
ing two new seats in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
Texans also will be voting on 
judges, members of the state 
board of education and district 
and county offices, such as 
county commissioners, district 
clerks and justices of the peace.

In addition to candidates, 
the ballot includes one constitu­
tional amendment that, if 
approved, would allow a county 
commissioners court to declare 
a constable's office dormant.

Many counties include

other issues on their ballots, 
such as the creation of ground- 
water conservation districts 
and/or directors to already 
existing districts.

Because the first general 
election after redistricting may 
result in long lines on election 
day, voters may want to cast 
their ballot during the early vot­
ing period which began 
October 19. Remember that 
you no longer need an excuse to 
vote early.

Early voting sites are in 
malls, supermarkets, schools 
and county courthouses. Texas 
has made voting as convenient 
as possible.

Please don't fail to exercise 
one of democracy's greatest 
privileges, your right to cast 
your vote at the ballot box.

r>Tf- > ,-i

ClEAR CHOICE
PUBLIC SERVICE

E N D O R S E M E N T S ;
• Texas Farm Bureau
• Veterans of Foreign Wars —  PAG
• Texas Association of Business
• National Rifle Association

A W A R D S :
• Guardian of Small Business (NFIB)
• Property Rights Champion (League of Private 

Property Voters)
• American Cancer Society Public Policy Leadership
• Friend of the Taxpayer Award 

(Americans for Tax Reform)
• Champion of Small Business 

(Small Business Survival Committee)
• Guardian of Seniors' Rights
• National Association of Community Health Centers 

Champion of the Year Award
. • TRIO Honorary Achiever Award (Education)

H O N O R S :

Co-Chair Congressional Border Caucus
• Co-Chair Community Health Center Caucus
• Rural Health Care Coalition 

(Steering Committee Member)

■Ä.

B o n i u
Paid fo r by Texans fo r Henry Bonilla, Jill DeYoung, Treasurer

SELF SERVICE
Next time you see  

Henry Cuellar, ask him, “Why?”

W H Y  did Henry Cuellar suddenly quit as Secretary of State 

after only eight m onths, without explanation and without 

telling the Republican Governor who appointed himl

W H Y  d id  H enry  C u ella r re q u e s t com pensation pay, 

e x p e c tin g  taxpayers to pay his salary as Secretary of State, 

even after he lefil

W H Y  did Henry Cuellar suddenly quit the Texas 

Legislature, leaving h is d is tric t w ith o u t re p re se n ta tio n  

as a critical legislative session began?

W H Y  d id  H e n r y  C u e l l a r  p a s s  law s th a t  b e n e fit te d  

h is business?

W H Y  did Henry Cuellar give up our seniority in the State 

House and now  w ants to take away our seniority in the US 

Congress?

W H Y  is Henry Cuellar supported  by Hillary Clinton and 

Ted Kennedy?

HENRY CUEllAR
TOO MANY QUESTIONS 

TOO l i m E  TRUST

C

C
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Pan-American AMGA National Meat Goat Evaluation,
The 2002 State Fair of 

Texas was held at the Fair Park 
in Dallas, Texas from 
September 27 th through 
October 20, 2002. Local ranch­
ers played a part of this year’s 
event by helping with and par­
ticipating in the Pan-American 
AMGA 2nd National Meat Goat 
Evaluation on Saturday, 
October 12th.

Marvin Shurley, AMGA 
President assisted in presenting 
awards to this year's winners as 
follows:

Buck Kid Class
1. T y ll-  owner: James Agnew 
& Brenda Lamer of 
Weatherford, TX; Breeder: 
Roger & Nancy Sparks.
2. American Star 
owner/breeder: Carol Rochester 
of Springtown, TX.
3. Texas Star - Owner/Breeder: 
Carol Rochester of Springtown, 
TX.
4. JRAl Gusto - - Owner:
Tricia Carolton Fowlkes of 
Weatherford, TX; Breeder: 
Agnew Boers.
5. Matt Dillard LP51 RBGR - 
Owner/Breeder: Katie Boyd of 
Merkel, TX.
6. SSS Bambino 
Owner/Breeder: Dale Schlundt 
of San Antonio, TX.
7. Circle R Native Star - 
owner/breeder: Carol Rochester 
of Springtown, TX
8. Rocket - owner/breeder Toni 
Hawkins of Whitesboro, TX.
9. FSE Higlander’s Magic - 
owner: Bea Baker, Dennie of 
Alvarado, TX; breeder: Farmers 
Stock Exchange.
10. Warpaint - owner: Caro! 
Rochester of Springtown, TX.
11. WRAGE Capehorn -
Owner/Breeder: Frank G
Gomez of Weatherford, TX.
12. TRIR Comet 
Owner/Breeder: Triple R Boer 
Goats of Denton, TX

Yearling Buck Class
1. CNT Titan - Owner: James 
Agnew & Brenda Lamer of 
Weatherford, TX; Breeder 
Nelson Ranch.
2. KALR Sharp - Owner: R.E. 
King of Lincoln, TX; Breeder 
Kallie-Harie Reds.
3. JRAI Risky - Owner James 
Agnew & Brenda Lamer of 
Weatherford, TX; Breeder: 
Agnew Boers.

Four-Tooth Buck Class
1. A ABF Circle R Mutumbo - 
Owner/Breeder: Carol

Rochester of Springtown, TX.
2. Double A Boer Goats Rocky - 
Owner/Breeder: April Ashley of 
San Angelo, TX.
3. Double A Boer Goats Doc - 
Owner/Breeder: April Ashley of 
San Angelo, TX.

Aged Buck Class
1. Bodie - Owner: Tiffany Cox 
of Fort Worth, TX; Breeder: 
Texas Boerbok Stud.
2. Topline - Owner Martin W. 
Peters of Barksdale, TX; 
Breeder Robert Dressier DVM.
3. Triple R’s 2525 I Walk the
Walk - Owner: Triple R Boer 
Goats; Breeder:
Powell/Holman.
4. Circle R Easy Choice - 
Owner: Carol Rochester of 
Springtown, TX; Breeder: Ash 
Creek.
Grand Champion Buck;
AABF Circle R Mutumbo 
owned by Carol Rochester 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Buck - Tyll - Owner James 
Agnew & Brenda Lamer; 
Breeder Roger & Nancy Sparks. 

Doe Kid Class
1. JRAl Celine 
Owner/Breeder: James Agnew 
& Brenda Lamer of 
Weatherford, TX.
2. Natalia - Owner: James 
Agnew & Brenda Lamer; 
Breeder: Don Smith
3. Lucky Charm’s Angel - 
Owner/Breeder: Toni Hawkins 
of Whitesboro, TX.
4. BPLLPoo5 - Owner/Breeder: 
Brice & Larry Lambert for 
Weston, TX.
5. Circle R Cheokee
Owner/Breeder: Carol
Rochester of Springtown, TX.
6. Eggs Plaination Accepted - 
Owner James Agnew & Brenda 
Lamer; Breeder John & Jackie 
Edwards.
7. Dr. Lady Love - Owner 
Randy Rogers of Sunnyvale, 
TX; Breeder: High C Ranch.
8. LL581 Double L Jem - 
Owner/Breeder: Lee Mesnard 
of Moody, TX.
9. Eggsotil - Owner: James 
Agne & Brenday Lamer of 
Weatherford, TX; Breeder: John 
& Jackie Edwards.
10. #20 Norma 
Owner/Breeder: Tiffany Cox of 
Fort Worth, TX.

Yearling Doe
1. RRD Misty Blake - Owner: 
James Agnew & Brenda Lamer; 
Breeder: Rocking R Boers.

'jftiKniin rn*M

2. GLA Ms Lil - Owner: James 
Agnew & Brenda Lamer; 
Breeder: Allen Boer Goats.
3. SSS Reba - Owner/Breeder: 
Dale Schlundt of San Antonio, 
TX.
4. SSS Showgirl - Owner: Dale 
Schlundt; Breeder: EGGS
5. Circle R Lee’s Star -
Owner/Breeder: Carol
Rochester of Springtown, TX
6. Molly - Owner/Breeder: Toni 
Hawkins of Whitesboro, TX.
7. Marva - Owner/Breeder: Bea 
Baker of Alvarado, TX
8. CED Emily (Meat) 
Owner/Breeder: Glynn Mitchell 
of Kaufman, TX.
9. Helga - Owner/Breeder: 
Glynn Mitchell of Kaufman, 
TX.

Four-Tooth Doe
1. Circle R Fiesta -

Owner/Breeder: Carol 
Rochester of Springtown, TX
2. BGR’S Sissy LN707 
RGGR/017 - Owner Katie Boyd 
of Merkel, TX; Breeder Shelton 
& Joetta Boyd.
3. Rodeo Lil - Owner: Tiffany 
Cox of Fort Worth, TX; 
Breeder: Allen.
4. Foxy Lady - Owner: Dale 
Schlundt of San Antonio, TX; 
Breeder: Glen & Lillian Allen.
5. NK M124 - Owner R.E. King 
of Lincoln, TX; Breeder 
Norman Kohls/Tommy Morriss
6. BGR M l76 Frosty - Owner 
Katie Boyd of Merkel, TX; 
Breeder Don Williams.
7. TRIR Delight
Owner/Breeder: Triple R Boer 
Goats of Denton, TX.
8. WRA Watney
Owner/Breeder: Frank G
Gomez of Weatherford, TX.
9. IDH DNF Hello Darlin - 
Owner: Triple R Boer Goats of 
Denton, TX; Breeder: Double 
Hill Farms.
10. HBSM22 - Owner R.E. 
King of Lincoln, TX; Breeder: 
Hugh or Ann Schafer.

Aged Doe
1. Circle R Kay-9 -
Owner/Breeder: * Carol
Rochester of Springtown, TX.
2. Ask Creek Bright Eyes - 
Owner: Orvil Patterson.
3. Fancy - Owner: Tiffany Cox 
of Fort Worth, TX; Farmers 
Stock Exchange.
4. SSS Cookie 
Owner/Breeder: Dale Schlundt 
of San Antonio, TX.
5. Walking K Lotta - Owner:

l l V . .  /  i t  ‘ i j» . >

AMGA Vice Presidet, Bill Laning of Kerrville (left) and AMGA 
President, Marvin Shurley of Sonora (right) present the 
Premier Exibitor of the AMGA 2nd National Meat Goat 
Evaluation.

James Agnew & Brenda Lamer; 
Breeder: Walking K Meat
Goats.
6. BGR’S JR L705 RGBR - 
Katie Boyd; Breeder: Shelton & 
Joetta Boyd.
7. AKM Red Rider - Owner: 
Amy McGuffey of Rowlett, TX; 
Breeder: Outback Boers.
8. Triple Rs Suzy Q - 
Owner/Breeder: Triple R Boer 
Goats of Denton, TX.
9. LSGB L774 Annabelle -
Owner: Toni Hawkins of
Whitesboro, TX; Breeder: Lone 
Star Boer Goats.
10. Circle R Mardi-Gras -
Owner/Breeder: Carol
Rochester of Springtown, TX.
11. SSS Dolly - Owner/Breeder: 
Dale Schlundt of San Antonio, 
TX.
Grand Champion Doe -
Agnew/Larner -------------------- ^

Reserve Grand Champion
Doe - Carol Rochester 

Best Pair of Kids
1. James Agnew & Brenda 
Lamer
2. Carorl Rochester
3. Bea Baker

Best Pair of Yearlings
1. James Agnew & Brenda 
Lamer

Breeders Herd
1. James Agnew & Brenda 
Lamer
2. Carol Rochester
3. Dale Schlundt
Premier Exhibitor: Agnew & 
Lamer
Premier Youth Exhibitor:
Tiffany Cox
Open Wether Grand 
Champion - Lambert 
Open Wether Reserve Grand 
Champion - Hawkins

Joe David Ross, one of the judges at the AMGA National Meat 
Goat Evaluation, presents the Premier Youth Exhibitor Award 
toTiffanyCox

A Halloween 
Reminder

With scary ghouls and gob­
lins on the way, the Texas 
Department of Public Safety is 
reminding Texans to be safe and 
responsible this coming 
Halloween.

"Halloween is a fun time 
for both children and adults, but 
often times people act or drive 
carelessly or are not aware 6f 
their surroundings," said Col. 
Thomas A. Davis Jr., director of 
the DPS.

On Halloween of 2000, 
there were 546 injuries and 11 
fatalities in Texas. Motorists are 
urged to drive slowly in neigh­
borhoods and to be on the look­
out for trick-or-treaters.

Safety tips for pedestrians 
include:

* Look both ways before 
crossing roadways. Always 
walk, don't run.

* Cross the roadway $t
intersections and crosswalks 
when possible. .)

> -. ■ *
* Avoid toy guns and 

knives- they could be mistaken 
for the real thing.

* Wear costumes that are 
light in color, and short enough 
to avoid tripping.

* Reflective material of 
some kind on the costume is 
strongly encouraged.

Avoid masks- use face 
paint instead for better visibility 
and peripheral vision.

Travel in groups with 
adult supervision.

* Do not enter the cars and 
homes of strangers. Avoid 
homes without visible porch 
lights.

* Carry a flashlight and 
make sure an adult accompa­
nies small children. Exercise 
caution when crossing streets.'

Never trick-or-treat in
unfamiliar areas.

* Take all treats home for 
an adult to inspect before eating 
anything. Never eat unwrapped
candy.

a number you should know before 
you purchase an F-Series truck...

From F-150 REHIUR CAB to F-S50 Gn» CAB BIAllY PICKVS

V

^BROWNWOOD FORD-LINGOLN-MERCURY^
Has over 100 2003 F-Serifö TpucRs In stock!

www.brownwoodtord.com

500 W. Commerce • Brownwood, Texas • (015) 043-1651 • 1-800-Z84-4051

http://www.brownwoodtord.com
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Jacoby
11 Lots on Del Rio S t • $99,000.00 

10 acres with well • $37,000.00 
307 W. 5th • $17,000.00 • Price Reduced

For additional lisiings check our 
website:www.scottiacobvrealestate.com

P.O.Box 295 i l l  ^  387-9065 Office
802 S. Concho »  .S s .  387-2200 Fax
Sonora, TX 76950_________ Email: sjacoby@sonoratx.net

Subscribe to
The Devil’s River News Today! 

Call 387-2507 or email 
sales @ sonoratx.net

C l a s s i f i e d  Ad N e tw o r k

L A S S IF IE D A ds

• Sonora
• Eldorado
• Ozona
• Big Lake 
•Iraan

387-2507

lassili
Mobile Home for Sale. 3 BR, 2 
BA, CH/CA. For more information
call 650-2089._______________
For Sale by Owner. 2 BR, 1 BA, 
CHA, $41,000.00. 401 E. 2nd (cor­
ner Prospect Ave.) Please do not 
bother tenant. Call 915-387-5921.

IPtalbllO© IMoliO©©
INVITATION FOR BIDS 

FOR FUEL FROM A DIS­
PENSING CONTRACTOR 

FOR THE MUNICIPAL 
ELEET

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the City of Sonora will receive 
bids for fuel from a Dispensing 
Contractor for the Municipal 
Elect that has a fuel security 
system operating within close 
vicinity of the city. Sealed and 
marked on the outside "FUEL 
BIDS" shall be received in the 
office of the City Secretary, City 
Hall, 201 E. Main, Sonora, 
Texas 76950 no later than 2:(X) 
p.m. on November 12, 2002, at 
which time bids shall be opened 
publicly and read aloud. Bid 
specifications are available by 
calling the City Secretary’s 
Office at (915) 387-2558. The 
City Council has the right to 
accept or reject any and/or all 
bids.

For Sale: ‘95 S-10 Chevy pick­
up. Good condition. Call 387- 
2900 or 277-2009.
For Sale: 1995 Ford 350, 
123,000 miles, grill guard, 
headache rack, running boards, 
good condition. 387-3625 or 
277-3353.

^DfOsoaOddiiif©

Hay for Sale
Round bales, fertilized and irri­
gated, delivered, Sudan $35.00, 
Red-Top Cane $38.50, Coastal 
also available. Call 915-643- 
3039 or 915-642-0321.

HAY FOR SALE 
COOK FARMS 

BIG SPRING & STANTON
Alfalfa Square & Round, 
Alfalfa Round (rained on), 
Alfalfa/Wheat Mix Round, 
Wheat Round, Hay Grazer 
Round, Coastal Round, Jose 
Wheat Grass Round, Oat Hay 
Round. Kyle Cook (915) 556- 
3566 or (915) 268-9755 or 
Kevin Cook (915) 425-1823.

For Sale: Nordic Track Ski 
Machine. $225.00 Call 387- 
3307.

For Sale: One only! Used 14 x 
20 Portable Building. Free 
Delivery. Call 915-658-7088.

Get Yoiir 
Items 

Sold Here! 
The

Devil’s River
News

Classifieds
Phone:

3 8 7 -2 5 0 7
Fax:

3 8 7 -5 691

Email:
sales(gsonoratx.net I

Help Wanted: Ranch hand 
needed. Single man preferred. 
Ft. McKavett area. Call mobile 
(915) 650-6542 or office (915) 
655-9585.__________________

Attention: Now Hiring!
23 Year Old Business 

Needs Help!
Work from Home P/T F/T 

$500 - $7,000 mo. 
Training jProvided. 

www.xtradollarsfromhome.com 
888-256-4161

Detail Graphix is now hiring 
an attendant. Monday thru 
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Call 915-387-3153 or 830-367- 
6096.

Help Wanted at Taco Grill for
cashier and waitpersons. Call 
387-9127.
Laborer needed. Daily pay for 
daily work. Call 387-5454.

La Mexicana Restaurante is
currently hiring waitstaff. Apply 
in person 308A Hwy. 277 N.

John E. Meador Construction
is now hiring operators and 
laborers in Sonora, Ozona and 
Eldorado areas. Apply in person 
at Hwy. 190 E in Eldorado.

The CDI Head Start Program is 
now accepting applications for 
the following Administrative 
position:
The position of Family 
Worker. Minimum qualifica­
tions include High School 
Diploma or GED with three 
years experience and at least one 
year of college required.
AA/BA degree preferred. This 
position supports and assists 
families as they identify and 
meet their own goals through a 
case management model for 
developing and carrying out the 
program family Partnership 
Agreements. Also assists with 
the completion of the child 
health requirements and other 
required screenings and assess­
ments.
Closing date for applications is 
Friday, November 1, 2002. 
Apply in person at Day Head 
Start 3026 N. Oakes St. or fax 
resume to (915) 659-2617.

Bob Caruthers 
Real Estate

BROKER
35 Acres with well and arena.

5 miles west of Sonora.
8.8 Acres 4 miles west o f Sonora 

in DeBerry addition.
8+ Acres. Com m ercial Property in Sonora. 
238 Acres Sutton Co. Hwy. frontage. Waterwell, 

Excellent hunting. Live oaks.
(9151 387-LAND  

em ail: bobc@ sonoratx.net

(915)387-2728

Bobbie A. Smith
^  ^   ̂  ̂ i Real Estate

Price Reduced! 211 W. Chestnut
Large 3 BR, 2 BA, Brick Veneer home with corner lot. 

Amenities include a den and fireplace, built in book shelves, 
sun room, CH/AC, ceiling fans. Mid $80’s.

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
NEEDED!

Must have current Class A CDL and 
a good driving record. Experience 
driving transports, vacuum trucks, 
operating pump trucks & winch 
truck. Monthly performance & 
safety bonuses.' Health insurance, 
annual profit sharing, driver’s days 
off schedule. Please apply in person 
at Niblett’s Oilfield Service, Inc. 
Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado. No 
phone calls please.

CNA’s NEEDED 
Crockett County Care Center is 
now hiring qualified CNA’s to 
work in their 56 bed facility in 
Ozona. Applicants hired will be 

compensated for:
1) Newly revised pay rate 

(Inc. differentials)
2) Mileage compensation 

(outside of Ozona)
3) Paid Health Insurance 

(after 90 days employment)

Come join our Nursing 
Department, now under new 
management. A great place to 
work. Call 392-2671 and ask for 
Vicki or Benny. CCCC is an 
FOE.
I-IO Exxon is looking for reli­
able candidates to join our team. 
The following position is avail­
able: Part-time cashier. Retirees 
welcome. Come by the corner 
of IH-10 and Hwy. 277 N. EOE.

THE FASHION FLASH
Try the latest makeup shades 

and discover a fresh new look. 
Just call for a FREE makeover. 

Julia Hines
Mary Kay Independent 

Beauty Consultant 
915-387-2723

l̂ ©El1i ©S’ L©©§©
Office for Rent. 900 sq. ft. with 
Hwy. 277 N. frontage. Call 
Sharon or Jimmy Holman 915- 
387-7046 or 915-387-3122.
For Rent: 601 E. 2nd. 3 BR, 2 
BA stucco home with a 2-car 
garage. $700 month/$700 secu­
rity deposit. Contact Main Street 
Realty at 915-387-6115.
Commercial Building for 
Rent. Located in the Historic 
Downtown District at 204 N. 
Main St. Contact Main Street 
Realty at 915-387-6115.
For Rent: 3 BR, 2 BA Mobile 
Home located on nearby ranch. 
CH/CA and new carpets. No 
children, no pets. For more info 
call 387-3222.

For Rent in Eldorado: Approx. 
1 acre, ̂ 2 BR, 1 BA, large 
kitchen,'large living room with 
fireplace, carport, carpet and 
new paint. Call Ike at 713-462- 
1603 or 713-817-5218.

IM©!b9il© lrO©SSS©3
10 RENTERS WANTED:
Must Have Desire to own a 
home and 6 months rental histo­
ry for new finance program. 
Call now. 915-653-7800.

All new 2003 Palm Harbor sin­
glewide 3 BR/2 BA, glamour 
kitchen. Set-up, delivered with 
A/C. $28.000. Call now 800- 
698-8003.

2003 Palm Harbor, 4 BR/2 BA/2 
living areas, over 2000 sq. ft. 
Choose your colors. Ready to 
go! $54.999 - won’t last!! Call 
now. 915-653-7800.

TOWER WANTED. Will 
buy radio or TV tower 100 ft. 
or higher. (915) 947-3065.

Beautiful Property in Sonora 
with new 3 BR, 2 BA. Over 
1800 sq. ft. with fireplace, 
roomy. (Tall for more informa­
tion 1-915-655-4951.

©p©s’ii3 [D©sa!l©
Vinyl Automobile 

Sports Decals 
Call Erica 387-9003 

after 5:00 p.m.

“BUY YOUR OWN 
TEXAS HUNTING RANCH”

100 ACRES • $39,900 - $44,900 
200 ACRES «$87,900 

300 ACRES • $129,900

Excellent Whitetail, Turkey, Dove and Quail. 
Scenic vistas with excellent wildlife habitat

Financing E-Z Terms

915-387-7300

FREE BROCHURES AND 
FLOOR PLANS From Palm 
Harbor Factory Direct. Call 
now 1-800-698-8003.
Una Palm Harbor 2003, s/w, 3 
dorm/2 ba. Cocina espaciosa, 
precio incluye, A/C, transporte y 
conecciones. Por solo $28.000. 
Llame ahora 915-653-7800.

Una Palm Harbor 2003- d/w, 4 
dor/2 ba/2 salas. Mas de 2000 
pies/cuad. escoja sus colores. 
Por solo $54.999!!! No durara. 
Llame ahora 915-653-7800.

InliaDfillÍ©!?©
Hunters! Save Time & $$$. 
Have your deer feeders moni­
tored and filled on a routine 
basis. For more info. Call D.E. 
(Danny) Reinhardt 915-387- 
2362 or 915-650-3662.

For Sale: Hunting Jeep
$1,700.00 Garaged in Sutton 
County. Contact Owner 210- 
530-9600. San Antonio.

Dirt Construction, Roustabout and Conservation Work

l0 llo iM k
Alfredo Hernandez • Construction Foreman 

John Lopez Jr. • Superintendent 
Elpidio Torres Jr. • Construction Foreman 

Cruz Sanchez • Roustabout Foreman

915-387-3881
Fax:915-387-2165

P.O. Box 1225 
Sonora, Texas 76950

I'M Muin Street Reulty
' " ‘Sim0(m1{idïstiM!>(ués‘

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES REALTOR*Ranch • Residential • Commercial 

Anita Balch Hudson, Broker / Owner 
www.mainstrealty.net • mainstr@sonoratx.net

215 East Main • Sonora, Texas 76950 • 915-387-6115 • Fax 915-387 -2402

Brushy Top » 11347 Hwy. 277 N.

II.'A' I tS S I M i :.........  iA* ■ i

This spacious 2000+ sq. ft. 3 BR, 2 BA home is situated on 
1.856 acres of land on Hwy. 277 north of Sonora.

Special amenities include a large 550 sq. ft. living room with 
tiled floors and a fireplace, abundant storage, a 2 car garage, 

screened in back porch and a concrete swimming tank with deck. 
Priced to sell at $75,000.00

Advertising Works!
You Just Proved It!

Call 387-2507 or email sales@sonoratx.net

SERU1CE DÍRECTORY
Sonora Electric 

Company
Electric Repair 

Construction 
Farm & Ranch 

Commercial/Residential 
Arnold Hosford

915-387-3677
The Bright Spot 

Beauty Shop
Total Hair Care for the Whole Family 

M o n-F ri 8 -5  3 8 7 -2 4 6 0

2 1 4  1/2 M a in  S o n o ra , T X

Windmills • Pumps • Drilling &  
Deep Well Rig +

George Thorp Waterwell
Drilling & Service

GEO. “JENKY"' THORP 
915-387-5104

MOBILE: 915-650-4752 • 915-650-6386 
510 W. Mulberry • Sonora, TX 76950

C r e a t iv e  E x p r e s s i o n s
by Pamela Dawson 

Producing ways to enhance your home 
and garden through creative 

buying and rearranging, -¡l 
915-387-9971 Hm. 
915-650-1882 Cell “"C:-

BREWER REFRIGERATION
Lie. #TACLB012114C 

Ice Machines 
Sales - Service - Rentals 

We sell <& service 
Deer Coolers & Freezers 

915-835-2141  
Mobile 450-2793

C o m m u n ity  
R en ta l & S u p p ly

387 -5577  
Lolabeth Jones

Party and Event Rental 
Tables, Chairs, 

Tablecloths, etc...

CELLU LA RO N E'
Lynn Sahr

Customer Service 
Representative

205A Hwy. 277 N. 
Sonora, TX 76950 

(915) 387-3086 Off.
387-2767 Fax 

277-0041 Cellular

Sonora
Chemical & Supply, Inc,

®301 W. 1st St.
(915) 387-6023 

FAX (915) 387-2237 
1-877-533-5500 Toll Free

Air & Fluid Drilling Chemicals 
Sales • Service • Delivery

Curtis E. Lipham
Hm. 915-387-3772 
Mob. 915-277-3914

Richard Cooper 
Hm. 915-387-7164 
Mob. 915-277-3915

Marly D. Lipham
Hm. 915-387-3423 

Mob. 915-277-7030

Pete Guerrero 
Hm. 915-387-3937 
Mob. 915-277-2407

GOLOLINE 
MECHANIC SERVICE

403 S. Concho 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-7777  
or 915-277-1834

Auto &. Heavy 
Equipment Repair

Ronnie Wipff
When It HAS to g e t there....

TODD’S HOT SHOT 
SERVICE

Fully Insured & DOT Certified

1012 Tayloe • Sonora, TX 
76950

915-387-3731
Todd Munn • 915-277-6913 
Pam Munn • 915-277-7206

Fast, Dependable, Reliable

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.
ak

W jÊ f OILFIELD  
im m .  C O N T R A C T O R  

( 9 1 5 ) 3 8 7 - 2 5 2 4

S o n o ra ,T X

Kacle Patterson
Haii Tech

a t The Bright Spot
Tuesday - Friday 

Mondays by Appt.

387-2460
Acrylics, Manicures, Spa 
Manicures and Pedicures.

Knox Floor Covering 
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile 

392-2180
201 Ave I Ozona, TX
R a fte r  W  F e ed  

2 0 1  C e d a r  
3 8 7 -3 0 4 2

Your local Acco, Purina 
_ ^ a n d  sure Fed „  

Feed Dealer lOj

TEAM GRAPHICS
CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING 

EMBROIDERY 
T -S h ir ts  •  C a p s  

K  M a r la  P e rc ifu ll 
9 1 5 /3 8 7 -5 0 1 7  

Sonora, TX

SONORA 
OFFICE SUPPLY

Office Supplies 
O pen M-F 8:30-5:00

Fax and Printer Cartridges 
Paper • Pens • Laser Printer Labels 

Rubber Stamps
Photo Paper • Business Cards and more!

228 E. M ain • 387-2498

M A R y  K A y ^
For all your beauty needs 

contact
Victoria Richardson 

100 Edgemont 
387-387-5280 

victoria@sonoratx.net

C ustom  G ates  
b y  W alsh W e ld in g

Hand Gates, Bump Gates 
and Automatic Security 

Gates

Call 915-387-2357 
or

915-650-2166

Daniels
Construction

General Carpentry 
Remodeling 

New Construction

915-853-3447

Yolanda Campos 
A & C Beauty Salon

213 Rock Ave.
387-5902 

or 450-3779
Mon. - Sat. (Sal. by appi, only) 

9:00 a.m. - 5;(30 p.m.
"A Full Service Salon ”

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

Large Ads 
Small Ads

' $6.50 a week 
$3.50 a week

Call 387-2507 
or email

sales(gsonoratx.net

0

http://www.scottiacobvrealestate.com
mailto:sjacoby@sonoratx.net
http://www.xtradollarsfromhome.com
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
http://www.mainstrealty.net
mailto:mainstr@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
mailto:victoria@sonoratx.net


Customer Appreciation
House

Sat., Nov. 9,2002
Stop and Visit the Folks at Rafter W  

and Check Out our Complete Line of 
Hunting Supplies and Game Feed. 

While you are enjoying 
refreshments make sure to enter 

the Rafter W  
"BIG BUCK CONTEST" 

and Buy Your Sutton County 
Game Dinner Prize Tickets !

C ustom er
A p p re c ia tio n

BIfi BUCK CONTEST

Hrs. Mon. -

R a fte r  W  F e e d
201 Cedar St. • Sonora, Texas 76950 

387-3042 • Fax 915-387-3194 
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Sat. 7:30 a.m - 5:00 p.m,

A C C O  FEEDS-

Complete Line of 
Game Feed V

Acco, Sure Fed & Purina 
Deer Corn 

Deer Mineral 
Deer Pellets 

Milo
Molasses Tubs

Apple Flavored Mineral Blocks 
Corn & Molasses Flavored Blocks 

Hen Scratch
DROP STATION FOR DAMUTH

DI/CGVE ■

Com plete Line of 
H unting Supplies

Batteries Game Bags
Scopes Hunting Licenses
Decoys Guns & Ammunition
Lanterns Spincast Feeders
Calls Flashlights
Knives Vehicle Gun Racks
Scents Camouflage Netting
Coolers Solar Panels
Binoculars Tripod Deer Stands

TAXIDERMY SERVICE - BRADY, TX

The JBevWs M ivcr N ew s

SUTTON COUNTY 
HUNTERS GIDDE
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Sutton County Game Dinner
Featuring “Biscuits O’Bryan”

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2002 • 6:00 P.M. 
SUnON COUNTY CIVIC CENTER 
HWY290W. • SONORA, TEXAS

OVER
$35,000.00

IN
“QUALITY” 

DOOR PRIZES 
You do not have to 
be present to win

Adm ission $7.00 
Kids under 10 FR E E  with A dult

SPONSORED BV: SUTTON COUNTY GOME DINNER OSSOCiOTION
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 387-2880
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Game Warden Notes
by Will Allison

As evidenced by the increased 
number of camo-clad individuals 
purchasing corn at the local feed 
stores, the regular deer and turkey 
season is at hand and Sutton County 
ranches will once again be hosting 
hunters from all parts of the globe 
as they attempt to escape the hustle 
and bustle of their urban lives. 
While it is true that most of these 
hunters are hoping to take a trophy 
animal home with them, there are 
many others who use hunting as an 
excuse to be with friends and fami­
ly out-of-doors, to exchange a few 
wild tales, to spend an evening pho­
tographing wildlife, or to enjoy 
such simple pleasures as watching 
the stars on a night when nothing 
else can be heard but the hooting of 
an owl or the wind in the trees.

While dove season has proven 
to be somewhat uneventful this year 
due to the long-awaited rains final­
ly arriving, these same rains are 
going to make for some good deer 
and turkey hunting in the County 
this year. Prior to the arrival of the 
rains, the deer were sporting some 
impressive headgear on some rather 
thin bodies; however, the improved 
range conditions have allowed 
these very same deer to increase 
their body weights substantially and 
in a very short period of time. 
Expect hunting to be somewhat 
tougher as a result. The deer really 
don’t like corn as well as most peo­
ple think and will forsake even the 
best “buck com” for a couple of 
mouthfuls of acorns or other native 
food sources growing in abundance 
in most of the pastures. My travels

around the county have revealed 
some tremendous deer this year, so 
be patient and let that young buck 
grow, you just might be pleasantly 
rewarded when you see his older 
brother that was following him. You 
turkey hunters are going to be well 
pleased too when you take a look at 
the size of some of those big toms 
that are out there. I can’t wait to 
hear some of the stories!

For those of you who are won­
dering, my name is Will Allison and 
I am trying to fill the huge void 
caused by the retirement of that 
well-known Game Warden named 
Rodney Knight. I grew up in this 
area and was formerly stationed in 
Concho County until I was lucky 
enough to be assigned to Sutton
County. As for Rodney..... well,....
he is doing just fine and is enjoying 
his retirement. I make it a point to 
call him at least once a day (or 
night) to ask some pressing ques­
tion, just to keep him on his toes. In 
fact, if I’m lucky, he will be on 
patrol with me quite often this sea­
son and, in case you don’t know 
which one of us is Rodney, he is the 
big dude with the “weak” hand­
shake.

Hunters, in case you do not 
already have one, I would highly 
recommend obtaining a free copy of 
the 2002-2003 Outdoor Annual 
printed by the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and available 
at any of the local businesses that 
sell hunting licenses. This publica­
tion contains a wealth of informa­
tion regarding state game laws and 
regulations and will answer most of 
the questions that you might have

regarding how to hunt legally in our 
state. Although little has changed 
since last season with regard to the 
game laws, I would like to point out 
one new requirement for those of 
you who are planning to harvest a 
whitetail deer. On the back of this 
year’s hunting license, you will note 
that there is a harvest log for the 
recording of all whitetail deer taken 
by you during the license year. This 
harvest log must be filled-out (in 
ink) immediately upon the harvest 
of your deer, regardless if it is a 
buck or is antlerless. (See pg. #70 in 
Outdoor Annual for additional 
information.) The tagging require­
ments are still the same, so remem­
ber to fill in, cut out, and attach the 
proper tag as well.

One of the most common ques­
tion asked me by hunters involves 
the poaching situation in Sutton 
County and the surrounding area. 
Thanks to the many law-abiding cit­
izens of this county and the quality 
of hunters that this area attracts, I 
feel safe in saying that Sutton 
County experiences fewer instances 
of poaching than many other coun­
ties. However, this said, there will 
always be those who choose to ille­
gally take our wildlife resources, 
giving no thought to the impact 
their actions have upon the 
resource, the local economy, the 
rights of the landowner and his law- 
abiding hunters, or to the safety of 
themselves or anyone around them. 
History shows that these thugs can 
be any age, any gender or ethnicity, 
or of any economic level or profes­
sion. Some live within our commu­
nity and some just show up in the

middle of the night from who 
knows where, but the sad fact 
remains, our county is not exempt 
from poaching. Be diligent and 
take a stand. Should you see or hear 
something suspicious, immediately 
call the Sutton County Sheriff’s 
office at (915) 387-5159 or 1-800- 
792-GAME. These numbers are 
manned 24-hours-a-day for the 
purpose of dispatching myself, or 
any of my fellow officers living 
here, to your location. Don’t try to 
play “hero” by trying to apprehend 
anyone suspected of poaching, 
that’s our job; however, you can do 
your part by immediately calling 
and giving us such details as an 
accurate vehicle description, 
license plate number, number of 
people, your exact location, the 
suspect’s direction of travel, etc., 
and most importantly, a call-back 
number. Remember, a law enforce­
ment officer is merely a precision 
tool that belongs to the law-abiding 
citizen, but like any tool, you must 
pick it up and use it if you expect to 
get the job done.

My thanks to the many ranch­
ers who have trusted me with their 
gate keys and combinations, to the 
citizens and officers of this county 
who are not afraid to stand up for 
what is right, and to the many 
hunters who have welcomed me 
into their camps and have made my 
job so very rewarding. This looks 
like a really great hunting season, 
so take a kid hunting with you, and 
get out there and introduce him, or 
her, to the out-of-doors.

See you in camp! Sutton County Game Warden, 
Will Allison

\W e llo » iii®  IHüinÜ^is!!

M r. D ’s  L iq u o r  &  B e e r
216 Hwy 277 N. • 387-3351

QUICK BONDS
24 Hr. Service

S te p h a n ie  P o w e rs  387-2210 • 277-3241 
H o u s to n  P o w e rs  387-2038 • 650-2023 

D an n i P ric e  387-5667 • 277-6585

206 Main 
Sonora, TX 76950

l i l i
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Ofc: 915/387-6562 
1-800-592-2903 

Fax: 915/387-5108

Hunters Should Know 
Co-op Facilities 
Are Never in Season

Each year hunting
season brings with it an 

increase in vandalism o f  electric 
facilities. Whether by accident or intent, 

insulators, poles, transformers, power lines, 
meters and other hardware often become “tar­

gets” for hunters.
Not only Is the damage expensive to repair, it can 

also create an extremely dangerous condition. A dam­
aged insulator can cause a power line to fall, posing a 

risk o f electrocution and fire. Damaged facilities also 
present a substantial risk for linemen who must work to 
repair the damage. And the danger doesn’t stop there. 
Loss o f service to a home with life-support equipment 

can quickly create a life-threatening situation.
Your electric cooperative wants this hunting 

season to be a good one for you and your co-op. 
So please take careful aim before you shoot and 

be certain that there is nothing between 
you and your target ... and that your 

target is in season. '
i

A safety message from 
S o u th w est Texas 

E lectric C oopera tive 
(915) 853-2546

r
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Whitetail deer hoof prints pro­
vide a wealth of information to 
hunters over the years. They are 
repeatedly found along trails which 
lead straight to their bedding, feed­
ing, and watering spots. Trails 
reveal deer’s home boundaries as 
well as the number of whitetail deer 
within the range. In addition to this, 
conglomerations of hoof prints 
reveal the every day activity of the 
whitetail deer. Many hunters and 
scientists even believe that the 
whitetail hoof prints can divulge the 
sex of the animal. While some peo­
ple believe that this is an inaccurate 
practice, it has proven to be an 
effective way of locating adult 
bucks on numerous occasions.

Full grown buck’s hoof prints

are usually much larger than doe 
and fawn footprints. An average 
mature buck will have hoof prints 
of 5-1/2 inches in length or longer, 
which is normally one inch larger 
than an adult doe, A buck with a tip- 
td-dew claw measurement of 6 
inches or more is very likely a 300-t- 
pound deer.

Another way in which to tell 
the sex of a Whitetail deer is 
through their path of travel. Doe’s 
and fawn tracks will meander 
through the woods. Adult bucks do 
not have time for strolling about. 
They head straight in the direction 
they aim for.

Also, an adult buck’s footprints 
leave distinct drag marks in the 
areas they roam because they do

not pick their feet up as high when 
they walk. In deep snow, however, 
deer tracks that drag should be dis­
counted because the female’s drag 
tracks become noticeable. Because 
of the trophy bucks enormity, drag 
marks are more prevalent during the 
rut when they have gained an exces­
sive amount of weight. The rut is a 
difficult time for the adult male 
because of this extra weight.

In order to relieve some pres­
sure off of their hooves, heavy 
bucks will walk with their front 
hooves turned out, putting pressure 
on the less hurtful areas. This activ­
ity causes the tips of the hooves to 
become rounded, giving hunters yet 
another method of distinguishing 
the males from the females.

*  ̂ '̂ Á\

The bucks on the Finklea Brothers Ranch met their match when the 
Crites family came to hunt, Neil, Jim, Johnny, Andy and Jeff proudly 
show off the trophys they got last November.

Big Game Awards Program Offers Early Entry Special.
For 12 years, the Texas Big 

Game Awards program has recog­
nized the contributions that 
landowners, land managers and 
responsible hunters make to man­
aging and conserving wildlife and 
wildlife habitat on Texas' private 
lands.

A partnership between the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and the Texas Wildlife 
Association, the Texas Big Game 
Awards program is designed to 
promote big game hunting and 
encourage sound habitat manage­
ment in Texas. The program recog­
nizes the quality of big game ani­

mals in Texas, the hunters who har­
vest these animals, the land man­
agers who enhance the habitat, the 
importance of our hunting heritage 
and the achievements of young and 
new hunters.

New for this year is an "Early 
Entry Special" prize drawing for 
hunters who mail in their Big Game 
Awards entry form along with a 
photo for promotional purposes.

Scored entries are recognized 
in eight regions of Texas. Scored 
categories include typical and non­
typical white-tailed deer, typical and 
non-typical mule deer, and prong­
horn antelope. All scoring is based

on the Boone & Crockett Club scor­
ing system. Entries must be scored 
by an official Big Game Awards 
scorer and are subject to re-scoring. 
Rankings are based on net green 
Boone & Crockett scores.

Hunters of any age who harvest 
their first big game animal in Texas 
are eligible for the First Big Game 
Harvest category. And, any youth 
hunter (those younger than 17 years 
of age when they purchase their 
hunting license) with a Special 
Resident Hunting License who har­
vests a white-tailed deer, mule deer, 
or pronghorn antelope is eligible for 
the Youth Division whether they

harvest a buck or doe, regardless of 
score.

Hunters who harvest Scored- 
Entry qualifying animals and have 
their completed entry form in by 
the 30th of each month beginning 
in October through December will 
qualify for a drawing for a pair of 
binoculars, a rifle scope and more. 
Entries must include a quality field 
photo of the hunter and their trophy 
and entry forms must be complete.

There will be one winner cho­
sen for each of the three months. 
For the Early Entry Grand Prize, 
everyone who has their completed 
entry form in by Jan. 15, including

First Harvest and Youth Division 
entries, will be eligible for a 
Lifetime Hunting and Fishing 
License. Photos for this drawing 
are not required but are encour­
aged.

Information about the Texas 
Big Game Awards is available on 
line at http://www.texas- 
biggameawards.com/ or by calling 
800-839-9453, ext. 114. The dead­
line to enter the Texas Big Game 
Awards for the 2002-03 season is 
Feb. 15, 2003.

The Bank & Trust
"A Relationship You Can Bank On"

Welcomes All Hunters to Sonora, Texas

THE

Pulse ATM’s
BANK&TRUST

229 Hwy 277 North 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-2593

Member FDIC

http://www.texas-biggameawards.com/
http://www.texas-biggameawards.com/
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Don’t Forget This When You Sign A Lease
Hunting leases have existed in 

Texas from more than 30 years, but 
in the past few years the simple 
lease agreement has been infused 
with ‘legalese’ of all types.

Early leases were almost exclu­
sively for big game hunting. Most of 
those early hunters were first gener­
ation off-the-farm people familiar 
and sympathetic with the problems 
of farmers and ranchers. Common 
backgrounds of the early hunters 
and farmers and ranchers allowed 
for a satisfactory verbal agreement.

Now only a small percentage of 
hunters and rural landholders have 
similar backgrounds. The game 
awareness and understanding of the 
problems of each group is growing. 
A written lease provides a basis for 
discussing provisions affecting both 
hunter and landholder.

Hunters want exclusive hunting 
rights in return for their payment to 
the ranchers. Farmers and ranchers 
in turn, want to regulate the hunter’s 
use of the land while supplementing 
their income.

Recognition of this fact is the 
key to a successful operation on a 
hunting lease. A hunting lease is an 
arrangement whereby the landowner 
transfers the right of ingress on his 
property to the hunter for the pur­
pose of hunting in exchange for a 
fee.

A written agreement is the 
safest insurance against misunder­
standing. It can clearly spell out 
conditions of the agreement and

provide an outlet for discussion on 
mutual points of interest before the 
lease is made. A copy of the lease 
should be provided for both the 
landowner and the hunter.

Things to include:
The hunting lease agreement 

should include at least the following 
points:

1. What is leased (hunting 
rights).

2. Name of parties (lessee and 
lessor).

3. Description of tract, size and 
bounds.

4. Terms of lease, payment rate 
and when paid.

5. Duration of lease.
6. Who is to hunt on tract, both 

lessee and lessor numbers.
7. What is to be hunted and any 

restrictions on the number of ani­
mals that may be killed.

Additional Provisions
The landowner should be spe­

cific in including a description of 
the rights he wishes to retain, as 
well as those he is selling.

The landholder should also 
specify what services or facilities 
are included with the lease. This 
provides the hunter a quick refer­
ence to the size of the recreation 
package he purchases.

Consider the following ques­
tions:

1. Is varmint hunting, plinking 
or other shooting on the land includ­
ed?

2. Are blinds to be used, and 
who will furnish them?

3. Are food plots or bait sta­
tions to be used, and who will sup­
ply these?

4. Is a cabin or other shelter 
available, and who will provide util­
ities.

5. When is camping or fishing 
permitted an d by whom?

6. Can the lease be assumed by 
another party or can a portion be 
sublet?

7. What type of reporting sys­
tem is needed so the shooting pre­
serve records may. be accurately 
kept?

Types of Leases
1. The ‘year-round lease’ 

includes all hunting privileges. 
Usually a small group of hunters is 
involved. The group probably 
retained the lease for several years. 
Friendships develop and the hunters 
feel like proprietors on their lease. 
Generally good relations exist 
between hunter and landowner.

2. The lease of limited dura­
tion.’ This ranges form the entire 
legal season on a specific species of 
game to one or two weeks within 
the legal season. This retains some 
of the advantages of having small 
groups on the land at a time, but 
gives greater flexibility in schedul­
ing hunters and harvesting different 
species.

The ‘day hunting lease’. This 
requires greater contact with people 
and more extensive advertising.

TPWD Deer Population Surveys For Sutton County
H um phrey, Game
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Doug Huddleston proudly displays this Axis Buck that he shot 
on the Consuelo Ranch last October.
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Guest House and Lodge 
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Cleve T. and Lolabeth Jones
915-387 -5577  • Toll Free 1 -877-901-5577

Website: www.tsaucer.com  
Email: ctjones(asonoratx.net 
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SouthwestTexasACA
Your Agricultural Credit Association

Now Offering
Livestock and Equipment Loans

221 E. Main St. 
387-2777

w w w .sw taca.com

by M ary 
Biologist

Wildlife gersonnel with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department recently completed 
annual deer population surveys 
here in Sutton County. The survey 
lines, located throughout the coun­
ty, yielded an estimate of 94.3 deer 
to every 1,000 acres of deer habi­
tat or about 86,462 deer county­
wide. Composition of the overall 
deer herd in Sutton County is at 
3.73 does per buck with a relative­
ly high fawn segment of 75 fawns 
per 100 does. In relation to per­
centages that gives Sutton County 
a composition of 13% bucks, 50% 
does, and 37% fawns. Overall 
buck antler quality is expected to 
be relatively decent this year, with 
better antler characteristics being 
expressed in those areas that expe­
rienced better rainfall patterns 
through the late spring and sum­
mer months earlier this year. 
Much needed widespread rains 
have recently added some green- 
up to the pastures and should bring 
on some winter weeds to augment 
the spotty acorn crop currently 
falling. Hunting may be difficult 
early on in the season.

This year in Sutton County 
the standard gun deer season 
opens on Saturday, November 2, 
and runs through Sunday, January 
5, 2003. Sutton County will also 
participate in the special, late, 2- 
week antlerless and spike season 
(no fork-antlered bucks allowed 
during the special late season) that 
will open Monday, January 6, and 
run through Sunday, January 19, 
2003. This late rifle season 
replaces the previously listed muz-

zleloader season; however, muzzle- 
loaders may be used during any of 
the other regular firearm seasons. 
The bag limit for Sutton County 
regarding white-tailed deer will be 
5 deer again this year, no more than 
2 antlered bucks in the bag, all sea­
sons combined. Doe permits or 
special doe tags will not be issued 
nor required to harvest antlerless 
deer here in the Edwards Plateau 
during regular seasons. Hunters 
will need only the appropriate tag 
off of their hunting license, or a 
Bonus Tag where applicable, and 
landowner permission to bag doe 
or antlerless deer in Sutton and the 
other ‘either-sex’ counties this year.

After reviewing the results of 
the recent white-tailed deer popula­
tion surveys, local wildlife person­
nel are recommending that Sutton 
County landowners harvest deer 
according to the following recom­
mendations:

For those properties located in 
Sutton County -  the recommended 
harvest rate on bucks is 1 buck per 
400 acres and the recommended 
harvest rate on does is 1 doe per 75 
acres.

[These recommended rates 
may not be suitable for all proper­
ties located in Sutton County. 
Some areas may need to vary their 
harvest rates from this recommen­
dation according to those localized 
deer populations and -how they 
have survived and proliferated (or 
not) according to the range condi­
tions experienced due to the 
drought over the past several 
years.]

These recommended rates 
result from the need to better bal­
ance the sex ratio observed in the

herd and from a desire to produce a 
healthier deer population that is prop­
erly matched to the existing supply of 
deer foods in the county. These har­
vest rates are based on deer manage­
ment compartment averages derived 
from survey lines located in this and 
several other surrounding counties. 
Therefore, the recommended rates 
may not be completely suitable for 
each individual ranch in the county. 
In general, if your acreage shows 
signs of overpopulation (a lack of 
brush and weeds available at and just 
above ground level, less than optimal 
deer weights and poor quality buck 
antler development within each age 
class, low fawn survival, etc.), then 
you probably need to harvest your 
deer population at a higher rate and/or 
reduce livestock grazing pressure by 
reducing numbers or rotating your 
stock among your pastures. On the 
other hand, if you have good deer 
habitat and an adequate supply of 
quality deer foods available, but seem 
to be short of deer numbers, then pos­
sibly you should harvest at a lighter 
rate than that recommended for the 
county.

Landowners interested in closely 
managing their local deer herd need to 
conduct their own on-site fall popula­
tion surveys, with resulting harvest 
recommendations that meet their spe­
cific management objectives. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
wildlife personnel are available to 
assist with more specific wildlife 
management recommendations for 
individual tracts of land. Please con­
tact Game Biologist Mary Humphrey 
in Sonora at 387-5539 for more infor­
mation on wildlife concerns in Sutton, 
Crockett, or Schleicher counties.

Y o u r  Friend s  in  
H ig h  P laces

Can bring you the safety and security you need

Even the most carefully-planned outing can turn into an 
accident. When misfortune happens, your friends at 

Shannon AirMed 1 have you covered.
In other words, tve bring the emergency room to you. 
For just $49 a year, you and your family can join the 

Shannon AirMed 1 Subscription Program. If you’re 
covered under the program and require medically 
necessary air ambulance service, your only out-of-pocket 
expense is your co-payment or deductible.

Special programs are available for business owners, 
hunting guide services and lease owners too. J L

To learn more, call

915-658-1256
Shannon
H E A L T H  

110 East Harris Avenue, San Angelo, TX 76903 
800-640-6122 • unmv.shannonhealth.com

The Spirit and Pride o f  Our Legacy

F t .  M c K a v e t t  R a n c h
10681 Private Rd 2261 • Sonora, Texas 76950

Guided Hunts
Package W k iteta il H u n ts

E xotic  H u n tin g , Tear-R ound • Spring Turkey H u n ts

Terry Owen
915-450-7008 • 915-387-3108 

Toll Free: 877-747-3008

www.texashunt.coni 
terryowen @ earthlink.net

http://www.tsaucer.com
http://www.swtaca.com
http://www.texashunt.coni
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TPW D Observatons 2002-03
This year has proven to be 

somewhat of a rollercoaster ride in 
terms of range conditions, animal 
performance, and what to expect for 
the upcoming seasons. At the core 
of the surges remain the facts that 
this entire western portion of the 
Edwards Plateau did not receive 
widespread general rains throughout 
the area until early in the fall period. 
Rains during the year were spotty at 
best and resulted in mid-summer 
gloomy, droughty prospects for 
some areas this upcoming season. 
However, those areas that are mod­
erately stocked with deer and live­
stock, and that did receive some 
rains throughout the year, will most 
likely serve up a relatively decent 
hunting season.

Conditions during the winter 
months earlier this year were gener­
ally good and included a heavy 
snow that fell in a large portion of 
the area. Good prospects for the 
remainder of the year seemed 
inevitable. Consistent high winds 
and only scattered showers howev­
er, contributed to only mildly favor­
able spring and early summer range 
conditions. Some of the first annual 
production indicators, turkey poults 
and fawns, seemed to be recruited in 
only minimal numbers early on in 
their respective seasons. Range 
conditions had dried and deteriorat­
ed to the point where many turkey 
nests were lost or abandoned and 
loss of early fawns was experienced 
in some areas. However, as the

summer months wore on a few 
more scattered showers were seen 
across the area that undoubtedly 
assisted with production and sur­
vival numbers of late nesting 
efforts and kicked off the peak 
fawning period that has brought 
another ample fawn crop into a 
large percentage of this area. 
Antler quality this season will be 
fair to good and very dependent on 
where the rains fell. On properties 
with good brush diversity and older 
male age structures, the bucks 
should pull out some decent antler 
characteristics. Hunting may be 
difficult early on in the season as 
the acorn crop, although somewhat 
spotty, has currently moved deer 
away from feeders and back out 
into the brush. And now, to com­
plicate matters even more, the 
recent rains throughout October 
that have covered a more wide­
spread area, are bringing out some 
winter weeds that will probably 
prove more enticing to the deer 
than braving a feeding station. 
But, if the deer aren’t making it to 
your feeder don’t push your luck in 
trying to drive to it either as it prob­
ably won’t be worth getting stuck 
in the mud trying to get to and from 
your favorite hunting blind.

Sutton County deer numbers 
are slightly better compared to last 
year as far as density estimates are 
concerned. Recent white-tailed 
deer surveys in the County show a 
county-wide density of 10.6 acres 
per deer with a buckidoe ratio of

1:3.73 and a relatively high fawn 
crop of 0.75 fawns per doe. The 
main shift in composition structure 
of the general population this year is 
between the buck and fawn seg­
ments. According to the surveys 
this year, bucks generally make up 
only 13% of the population, does 
are maintaining 50% of the popula­
tion, and the large fawn crop this 
year accounts for up to 37% of the 
population. There are 916,497 acres 
of available deer range in the 
County and with an estimated 10.6 
acres of range per deer gives a total 
of 86,462 deer in the county. At the 
above percentages, the compiosition 
of the deer herd then is an estimated 
11,240 bucks, 43,231 does, and 
31,991 fawns. Good range condi­
tions throughout last winter and the 
peaks in that rollercoaster ride this 
summer with shifts toward adequate 
range conditions at critical times 
have led to a healthy breeding cycle 
that has resulted in this large recruit­
ment of young.

In those areas of the County 
that have not received adequate 
moisture and might be experiencing 
diminishing herds, care should 
always be taken to not over-harvest 
the deer herd, but to maintain the 
over-all numbers of grazing and 
browsing animals within the carry­
ing capacity of the habitat. Due to 
persistent droughty conditions, geo­
graphic location, encroachment of 
undesirable plant species, and his­
torical use of the available vegeta­
tion by native species and livestock.

iS

animal numbers in some areas of 
tbe County cannot persist at high 
levels for long periods of time. 
Further habitat destruction will 
occur and range recovery may be 
difficult if not impossible to*attain. 
Those properties that are now under 
new, smaller management schemes 
should be aware that this area is just 
east of the transitional zone between 
the Edwards Plateau and the Trans- 
Pecos areas of the Sonoran Desert. 
Animal numbers must be main­
tained within the carrying capacity 
of the habitat, yet care must be exer­
cised to not over-harvest any one of 
the resident deer segments within 
the population. For any given rea­
son listed above, the deer popula­
tions in the areas of the County that 
have seen harsher climatic condi­
tions over the past many years expe­
rience more difficulties at re-estab- 
lishment than in other parts of the 
state. Low fawn recruitment into 
the adult stages is suspicioned as a 
major culprit in declining popula­
tions. Heavy hunting pressure 
may also be a likely suspect in mar­
ginal habitat with marginal popula­
tions.

Now as with most any other 
outdoor article these days, the sub­
ject of Chronic Wasting Disease 
should be discussed. The disease is 
known as a transmissible spongi­
form encephalopathy that is a neu­
rologic disorder affecting brain tis­
sue to the point that the infected ani­
mal ‘wastes away’. Clinical signs 
include on the animals part: emaci­

ation, depression, tremors, stagger­
ing, and behavioral changes. (All 
signs that confusingly enough 
mimic plague, rabies, and starva­
tion to name a few.) Advanced 
stages include excessive salivation 
and urination. The disease is 
thought to have originated in 
Colorado back in the 1960’s in 
penned white-tailed deer. During 
the 1980’s the disease turned up in 
mule deer and elk, in free-ranging 
animals, and also in Wyoming. 
Since then the disease has been 
diagnosed .in wild and captive ani­
mals in an additional 8 states. The 
most recent case was in an elk in 
Minnesota. As to date it has not 
been diagnosed in any deer or elk 
in Texas nor has it been diagnosed 
in any exotic species that are fre­
quently found in Texas. There is no 
evidence that CWD poses a risk to 
humans or domestic animals. 
Actions on the part of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department are 
to act reasonably, rationally, and 
responsibly. Although the CWD 
situation has the potential to seri­
ously impact our deer populations 
and the hunting industry, if caution 
and common sense is exercised on 
the part of the hunter there is no 
reason to not expect a safe, enjoy­
able harvest should the hunter be so 
lucky to bag a deer. If the deer in 
the sights looks emaciated, does not 
act like a normal wild animal, 
stands listlessly and unresponsive

See TPWD Obervations pg. 5
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The following was based on 
three years of data collected by 
Wildlife Technicians and Biologists 
throughout Texas. Our goal is to get 
the information out to the hunters 
and landowners who assisted and 
helped fund the project. You may 
have seen parts of the article in out­
door magazines.

This project was funded by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department through Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Project 95, W- 
127-R.

The phenomenon known as

"the rut" is the period when deer 
breed. People often ask biologists 
when the rut is going to occur. It's a 
question biologists commonly hear 
in the fall. Many hunters want to 
make sure that they plan hunting 
vacations to include that magical 
time when bucks lose all caution 
and deer are moving.

Can hunting the rut help? You 
bet. Anything that encourages 
bucks to move enhances the chance 
of seeing one. Buck deer, like most 
male mammals, seem to lose a lot 
of their natural caution when the

scent of a receptive female is in the 
air. One of the tips gained fi»m this 
study is that rutting bucks can be 
found during most of the hunting 
season in many regions of the state. 
Consistently successful hunters 
spend a lot of time in the field 
throughout the hunting season, not 
just during the peak of the rut.

Hunters and ranchers often 
encourage Texas Parks and Wildlife 
to move the season later to give deer 
a chance to breed. The study 
showed that no matter when the rut 
occurred, the vast majority of does

The Early and Late Ruts_
What about the early and late ruts? Hunters and outdoor writers often talk about the rut being early or late. 

In Texas, at least, the breeding season for white-tailed deer is fairly predictable from year to year. Within a 
specific area, habitat conditions not only affect fawn survival, but can affect the timing of breeding. A doe in 
poor condition or a young doe may not breed until late in the season. A doe may be attractive to bucks for 
about five days, but may be willing to breed for a period of only 24 hours. If the doe is not bred during her 
first cycle, she will generally come into heat again about 28 days later.

In areas where there are few bucks, a doe may not encounter a buck when she is first receptive and may 
not be bred until one of her later cycles. A hunter, landowner or biologist who sees the late breeding activity 
may be convinced that there was a late rut. On the other hand, those who see does attended by bucks in the 
early part of the season believe there was an early rut. This helps explain the wide variety of opinions on the 
timing of the rut during a particular year.

"Hunter chronology" has a lot to do with the perceived timing of the rut. Traditionally, hunters are more 
likely to be afield during cool weather. They will usually be out in force with the onset of the first weekend 
norther during the deer season. When there are many observers spending time in the field it is more likely that 
breeding activity will be noticed.

Bucks, like hunters, have a tendency to move around during cool weather. Bucks with hardened antlers 
are ready to breed and are looking for a willing doe. More movement means more opportunity to encounter a 
receptive doe. This increased movement helps give rise to the idea that cold weather causes the rut. However, 
this theory is disproved by white-tailed deer breeding in tropical climates.

We once thought that late fawning could be a problem in areas where survival was low and antlers were 
poorly developed. Newly weaned fawns on the range in late fall would have a harder time surviving. A lack 
of adequate nutrition at this time could affect future body and antler production. The study showed that very 
few fawns are bom late in Texas. South Texas has the latest breeding period. Even there, fawns are bom before 
August and are weaned by October.

were bred. Individual ranah and 
deer herd management are much 
more important than timing of the 
hunting season. The data will assist 
TPWD in determining whether the 
number of bucks in an area has an 
effect on breeding season length 
and success. There are many inter­
acting factors which affect breed­
ing.

The breeding study involved 
the examination of 2,436 does, the 
largest number of deer ever utilized 
in a Texas breeding study. The date 
of conception can be determined by 
looking at fetus length. An average 
of 200 days from conception was 
used to determine fawning dates. 
Biologists got as much information 
as they could from the does collect­

ed. They looked at the timing of the 
rut and at breeding success on 16 
study areas throughout Texas for 
three years.

All years were combined to 
produce graphs that show the rut 
timing. In most areas the rut varied 
very little from year to year.

Acknowledgments: Written in 
1996 by Max Traweek, Susan 
Wardroup, Jay Williams and E.L. 
Young. Maps and graphs by Max 
Traweek. Field activities coordinat­
ed by Jay Williams and conducted 
by biologists and technicians of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department Wildlife Division, Bob 
Cook, Director.

“BUY YOUR OWN 
TEXAS HUNTING RANCH”

100 ACRES • $39,900 - $44,900 
200 ACRES • $87,900 

300 ACRES *$129,900

Excellent Whitetall, Turkey, Dove and Quail. 
Scenic vistas with excellent wildlife habitat.

Financing E-Z Terms

915-387-7300

o o o o f r e A U

R .S . T E A F F  
O IL  C O M P A N Y

24 Hr. Road Service 
Wide Variety of ATV Tires

(915) 387-2770
204 W. 3rd St. • Sonora, Texas 

Carl Teaff* 387-2773 T.

Friends o f Historic Sonora 
Main Street Program Tourism Center

Invite you to visit us and let us tell you the 
story of the Historic Downtown Area.

Texas Downtown Association 1998 President’s Award 
fo r  a “Public Improvement” Bank Vault Park and 

beautiful garden located on Main Street.

“Veterans From All Wars Exhibit”
Personal stories and photos o f  the community Veterans.

Community Exhibit on display daily 
Sonora Memorial Day Celebration

Finalist in the Texas Downtown Association 
President's Award • Community Spirit Award

Finalist in the Texas Downtown Association * 
President’s Award 2001 fo r  “Best Promotion ”

For more information 
stop by our office at

232 E. Main Street 
P.O. Box 233 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
or call 915-387-2248

until something gets close to it and 
then startles into responsiveness, 
salivates or urinates excessively -  
then don’t kill it as part of your bag. 
For those wanting to be a little more 
cautious, it might be wise also to 
adopt the practice of wearing gloves 
while fieid-dressing and skinning 
the animal. That’s not to say that 
our animals are already infected, but 
is just a good practice to adopt to 
reduce risk of exposure to any of the 
diseases that deer or hogs or exotics 
might carry, say, even through 
external parasites. Do not cut 
through the spinal column with the 
same knife that you are using on the 
meat. Bone out all meat so as to 
leave as much of the 
skeletal/spinal/neural material 
behind, avoid contact with the eyes, 
spleen, and lymph nodes, and clean 
all utensils with full-strength 
Clorox. Frequently asked questions 
about CWD are on the TPWD 
Website at

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/hunt/ or 
the USDA Website at 
www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/nahps/cwd/ 
index.html. '

As with the rollercoaster ride in 
the deer community, the game birds 
in the area have also experienced 
their highs and lows and curves in 
production and performance and 
again, according to rainfall patterns 
and range conditions. After last 
year’s bumper crop of young turkey, 
this year’s paltry, spotty additions 
amounted to 0.86 poults per hen -  
not as bad as the 2000 production 
levels of 0.19 poults per hen. but not

as good as 2001 levels of 3.13 poults 
per hen. The figures this year aver­
age out to 16% of the hens observed 
in the population with the current 
crop of poults.
Luckily there was relatively good 
insect production to help fortify the 
young that did hatch. Blue quail 
just west over into Crockett County 
have fortified their numbers with a 
decent hatch while area bobwhite 
quail are again only marginal in 
their forces. Many complaints were 
lodged as to the low number of dove 
flying on season opener as if most of 
the dove had already moved through 
the area. For once there were not 
scattered showers right before the 
opener to spread birds out, which 
might have actually been beneficial 
this year as spotty, better range con­

ditions around better stock 
tanks seemed to hold the birds 
in more localized areas and not 
available to hunters on a wide­
spread basis.

And as always: The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
is still hosting the Texas Big 
Game Awards Program for 
youth entries, first big game 
harvest entries and scored 
entries on white-tailed deer, 
mule deer and pronghorn ante­
lope. For official scoring, more 
information about our game 
species in Sutton County, or 
concerns about CWD, please 
contact TPWD Game Biologist 
Mary Humphrey in Sonora at 
915-387-5539.

W e sell and se rv ice  W a lk - In  
C oolers, F ree ze rs  and Ice  M achines.

Call 835-2141  
450-2793

Used Walk-ins 
for Sale.

License #TACLB012114C

Charles R. Pajestka, MD
Board Certified Family Practice 

301-A Hudspeth Avenue • 387-6557 
Sonora, Texas 76950

Blue Cross & Blue Shield Participant. 
Medicare & Medicaid Patients Welcome. 

Insurance Filed. 
Knowledgeable, Friendly,

Health Care Professionals.

Have a Safe Hunt!
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W ELCOM E HUNTERS!
Winter Hours:

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
OPEN EVERYDAY EXCEPT CHRISTMAS 

1 1/4 Mile Tour 
2 Mile Tour 

Temperature: 70
Special Rates for Sponsored Groups.

RVand Tent Camping on Site.

Location: The Caverns of Sonora are located off 
Interstate 10 (U.S. 290), Exit 392,8 miles west of Sonora, Texas.

For Further Information Call o r Write:
Caverns ofSonora 

P.O. Box 1196 
Sonora, Texas 76950

(915) 387-3105 •  Fax (915) 387- 6508 o r visit our website www.cavernsof5onora.com

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/hunt/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/nahps/cwd/
http://www.cavernsof5onora.com
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P r e s t o n  J o y  
P r o c e s s i n g

Roosevelt 915-446-3660 
Sonora 915-387-2623 • 915-387-0623 

Cell 915-650-0623 
Ca// for Pickup

Y

Deer Processing $55.00 
Sausage: Smoked $1.75 LB 

Breakfast $1.50 LB- 
Jerky $3.00 LB 
Gaping $10.00

B B Q
Kirk Joy • P.O. Box 197 • 109 W. Main 

Sonora, Texas 76950 
(915) 387-0623 Office • 387-2623 Home 

(9l5) 650-0623 mobile or 650-0777
We are now offering Fresh Custom Cuts of Steak,

Ribs, Pork Chops and Steaks 
Carry Out Orders Oniv

We accept Visa, Mastercard & American Express

2002 Weather Impact Mixed Bag For Texas Hunters
by: Kathleen Phillips

COLLEGE STATION -  As the 
weather goes in Texas, so go 
wildlife populations, says Texas 
Cooperative Extension wildlife spe­
cialist Dr. Neal Wilkins.

That being the case, a look at 
the current drought severity map of 
Texas may provide the biggest tip 
for hunters: in some places the bag 
may still come up dry; in others 
there may be bountiful harvest.

"It's a mixed blessing as far as 
wildlife goes," said Wilkins of this 
year's expected weather impact on 
hunting. "Most species are a prod­
uct of the health of their environ­
ment."

That environment currently 
runs the gamut in Texas. A swath 
through the north-south middle of 
the state is currently dubbed an 
"incipient wet spell" at the Red 
River border and very wet at the 
Rio Grande border, according to the 
Texas Water Development Board. 
Shouldering the Louisiana border 
and the New Mexico line, however, 
is mild to moderate drought. The 
three southernmost counties are 
considered to be in severe drought.

Much of the state now consid­
ered wet is the due to extreme 
floods earlier in the summer. And 
those heavy rains came on the heels 
of an extended drought. Both 
extremes had their'own impacts on 
wildlife in those areas.

"The drought exacerbated the 
effect of the flood," Wilkins said. 
"In some places, ranchers had gone 
three years with little or no effective 
rainfall, and then they got 30-40 
inches in a week."

*For some species wildlife the 
initial toll may be heavy, he said.

"Those floods caused destruc­
tion of wildlife habitat all along the 
banks of the waterways," Wilkins 
noted. "And for those ground-nest- 

■ ing birds, such as quail and turkeys 
that already had nested when the 
rains came, many were likely flood­
ed out."

Now those areas look plush 
and green, he said, but that doesn't 
necessarily mean a big quail or 
turkey crop is waiting.

The season begins as early as 
Sept. 28 for archery hunting of Rio 
Grande turkey while quail hunting 
begins Oct. 26 statewide, according 
to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department.

Wilkins said it was the timing 
of the rains that made the differ­
ence. If the rains had come earlier 
in the season, habitat for the birds 
would have been better and existing 
nests would not have been washed 
away. With earlier rains, many birds 
would have come into the breeding 
season in better condition.

"However, those birds that do 
hatch (from re-nesting attempts, or 
nests surviving the floods) have 
excellent habitat conditions, so sur­
vival through the fall is good," he 
said. "That contrasts to some years 
in which there is good hatch but not 
good conditions for brood sur­
vival."

For deer, the droughty-wet 
conditions in various parts of the 
state likewise has caused mixed 
results, he said.

"Some of the flooding hap­
pened at the peak of fawning sea­

son. Many fawns were on ground or 
not ^ery old, so there was addition­
al stress on the animals," Wilkins 
said. "But, the compensating factor 
is we generally have an overabun­
dance of does and most them get 
bred, so we can recover populations 
where there is lots of forage for 
them to eat."

The wildlife specialist cau­
tioned against returning prer 
drought livestock numbers to land 
that is recovering from drought. 
Also, it is important to consistently 
bring deer numbers in line with 
long-term forage availability.

"There are several areas of the 
state that now appear green after 
several years of drought, but much 
of this new growth is from short­
lived annual plants. It could take 
only a few weeks of extreme heat 
with no rain to go back to return to 
the same drought-like conditions," 
he said.

"Time is needed for the re­
establishment of perennial grasses, 
and preferred browse plants," he 
stressed. "And wildlife needs time 
to recover just like the habitat does. 
Land managers should continue 
with annual population surveys and 
harvest, working with local biolo­
gists."

If populations of deer are 
allowed to increase too much on 
land without adequate carrying 
capacity, previous efforts to main­
tain a deer herd will be for naught, 
he said, adding, “in those areas still 
suffering drought, landowners and 
hunters should continue their efforts 
to hold deer numbers in check”.
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Jeff Crites got these two big ones in November of 2001 while hunting 
on the Finkiea Brothers Black Ranch.

Hunting Safer Than Ping Pong
According to a report from the National Safety Council, hunting, often 

regarded as dangerous by those unfamiliar with the activity, is actually 
safer than such mild activities as badminton and ping pong. The council's 
studies reveal that hunting has fewer accidents per 100,000 participants 
than football, baseball, cycling, volleyball, swimming, golf, tennis, fishing, 
bowling and billiards.

Of the activities researched, hunting endures about seven injuries per 
100,000 participants while the next safest, ping pong, has more than 15 
injuries per 100,000. As would be expected, football has the most, with 
about 3,313 injuries per 100,000.

Ironically, hunting accidents may get more media attention than 
injuries in other sports because of their rarity.

Mandatory hunter education courses throughout the united States are 
credited with dramatically reducing the number of hunting accidents in the 
last 30 years, making hunting eight times safer than bowling.

WHITETAIl
At Arroyo Grande Ranch, we offer an 

array of exciting Whitetaii and Exotic 
Hunting Packages. There are numerous 

pre-pianned hunts or we wili be happy to 
help you plan a customized hunt for your 
particular wishes.

HUNTING
For more detaiis or to scheduie your 
hunt, contact Robert Mayer by phone at 
(915) 650-2061 or visit our website at 
www.arroyogranderanch.com
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Calling A Bobcat,
by Will Craig

Bobcats are a trophy in any 
predator caller's book, luring this 
great animal to your stand takes 
tons of patience. Knowing how to 
identify prime bobcat habitat is 
vital to success. Any caller who is 
serious in calling bobcats should 
learn as much as he or she can 
about this magnificent animal.

Hopefully, the information 
contained here will get you started 
in the right direction.

Bobcats prefer areas of dense 
cover; the thick cover one finds 
along streams and riverbeds is 
prime cat country. Find an area 
strewn with large rock outcroppings 
and boulders and you've come 
across what I call bobcat magnets. 
Such places almost always hold a 
cat or two; so anyone wishing to 
call a bobcat should concentrate 
their calling efforts on the fringes of 
rocky areas.

Don't be surprised to drag a 
grey fox or two out of such areas; as 
this species of fox considers the 
same habitat bobcats prefer as a 
good place to call home. So it's best 
to be ready for anything. Bobcats 
will respond to most prey distress 
sounds, but a caller wishing to 
focus on calling bobcats increases 
the chance of success by using dis­
tress sounds from birds and small 
rodents.

My favorite distress sound for 
calling bobcats is the 
Yellowhammer Woodpecker. This 
sound has called in more bobcats

for me than all my other sounds 
combined. But be fore warned; this 
sound is well known for its ability 
to call in all kinds of predators. So 
don't be surprised if something 
other than a bobcat is the first to 
show up at your stand.

Bobcats have earned a reputa­
tion for taking longer to respond to 
a call than other predators. So 
expect to stay 30 minutes on your 
bobcat stands. Bobcats like to work 
their way to your call by stalking 
the sound in start and stop spurts of 
movement. They'll take advantage 
of all available cover during the 
stalk, and often appear seemingly 
out of nowhere right before your 
eyes. So a good cat caller inspects 
every single detail of the area while 
calling.

Mating activity for bobcats 
peaks in February but the mat­
ing season can last from 
January to June. The home 
range for bobcats can be any­
where from 5 to 50 square 
miles. Territories for female 
bobcats are generally smaller 
than that of male bobcats. 
Territories are distributed 
according to a complex social 
system. Adult males seem to 
tolerate sharing areas with other 
bobcats of the same sex. Adults 
of both sexes usually tolerate 
the presence of bobcats that are 
too young to breed. Transients 
within the local bobcat popula­
tion, quickly fill territories 
vacant by the death of an adult.

à ?
„ B e s t
Western

Sonora Inn

Continental Breakfast • 24 hr. Phone Service 
Exercise Room • Friendly Service

270 Hwy 277 North 
Sonora, f  X 76950 
Exit 400 on I-10 
(915)387-9111 

Fax (915) 387-9221 
For Reservations Call 1-877-937-9111

Babe Sladek got this bobcat while hunting at the Consuelo Ranch.

For all your medical needs...
Coughs, Colds, First Aid 

Health and Beauty Products, 
Batteries and so much more!!

Cox Drug, Inc. ^
■4407 Hwy. 277 N • 387-2541  

After Hrs. 387-3646  
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6  • Sat. 9 - 5

WELCOME HUNTERS!

G ijh  Galore &  More
Come shop with us!
One of Sonora's 

Oldest and Newest Stores 
is now located at
407 Hwy. 277 N .

387-5871
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 • Sat. 9 -5

Welcome AU Hunters 
To Sutton County

anch
Doug and Suzanne Shurley Huddleston 

915-387-2272

Winner of the Rafter W Feed • 2001 Big Buck Contest 
E.L. (Babe) Sladek of Dickinson, Texas
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What is Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD)?

CWD is an untreatable, fatal 
neurological (brain and nervous sys­
tem) disease found in deer and elk in 
certain geographical locations in 
North America. The disease 
belongs to a family of diseases 
known as transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies (TSE) or prion 
diseases. The disease attacks the 
brain and neural tissue of infected 
deer and elk. While CWD is simi­
lar to mad-cow disease in cattle and 
scrapie in sheep, there is no known 
relationship between CWD and any 
other TSE of animals or people.

How is it spread?
It is not known exactly how 

CWD is spread. It is believed that 
the agent responsible for the disease 
may be spread both directly (animal 
to animal contact) and indirectly 
(soil or other surface to animal). 
It is thought that the most common 
mode of transmission from an 
infected animal is via saliva, feces, 
and urine.

Where has it been found?
CWD is known to infect free- 

ranging deer and elk in northeastern 
Colorado and free-ranging deer in 
western Colorado, southern 
Wyoming, western Nebraska, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, New Mexico 
and Saskatchewan. It has been 
diagnosed in elk in game ranches in 
Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
Montana, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Alberta and Saskatchewan.

Is it dangerous to humans?
Epidemiologists with the

Federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta and epi­
demiologists at the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment have studied chronic 
wasting disease and found no evi­
dence that CWD poses a risk to 
humans or domestic animals. (Over 
16 years of monitoring in the infect­
ed area in Colorado has found no 
disease in people or cattle living 
there.) 'The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has likewise 
said there is no scientific evidence 
CWD can infect humans. However, 
as a precaution the WHO also says 
no part of a deer or elk with evi­
dence of CWD should be consumed 
by people or other animals.

What Precautions should 
hunters take?

Health officials advise hunters 
not to consume meat from animals 
known to be infected with the dis­
ease. Boning out meat is recom­
mended. In addition, they suggest 
hunters take simple precautions 
such as wearing latex gloves when 
field dressing carcasses, minimize 
handling of brain and spinal tissues, 
wash hands and instruments thor­
oughly after field dressing is com­
pleted, avoid consuming brain, 
spinal cord, eyes, spleen, tonsils, 
and lymph nodes of harvested ani­
mals, and finally request that your 
animal is processed individually, 
without meat from other animals 
being added to meat from your ani­
mal.

How can you tell if a deer has 
CWD?

Because the brain is the organ 
affected by the disease, infected 
animals begin to lose bodily func­
tions and display abnormal behav­
ior such as staggering or standing 
with very poor posture. Animals 
may have an exaggerated wide pos­
ture, or may carry the head and ears 
lowered. Infected animals become 
very emaciated (thus “wasting” dis­
ease) and will appear in very poor 
body condition. Infected animals 
will also often stand near water and 
will consume large amounts of 
water. Drooling or excessive sali­
vation may be apparent.

What should I do if I see a 
deer that shows CWD symptoms?

Accurately document the loca­
tion of the animal and immediately 
contact the nearest Wildlife 
Division or Law Enforcement 
Division office of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department or call 
TPWD headquarters in Austin toll- 
free at (800) 792-1112 and enter 5 
for wildlife and 1 for general 
wildlife information. Or contact, 
the Texas Animal Health 
Commission toll-free at (800) 550- 
8242. Do not attempt to touch, dis­
turb, kill, or remove the animal.

Can I have deer venison test­
ed?

Deer “venison” cannot be test­
ed—only brain and neural and 
lymph node tissue can be tested to 
detect the presence of CWD. The 
Texas Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Lab in College Station 
has been certified by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to test

CWD samples. Eventually, the pub­
lic may be instructed to contact the 
Texas Animal Health Commission 
for information on testing.

Is the meat safe to eat?
While the agent that produces 

chronic wasting disease in deer and 
elk has not been positively identi­
fied, there is strong evidence to sug­
gest that abnormally shaped pro­
teins called prions are involved. 
Research completed to date indi­
cates that the prions accumulate 
only in certain parts of infected ani- 
mals-the brain, eyes, spinal cord, 
lymph nodes, tonsils, and spleen. 
Based on these findings, hunters are 
recommended to bone out their 
meat and consume only muscle tis­
sue from harvested animals.

What is being done to combat 
CWD?

Texas officials have restricted 
importation of live deer and elk into 
the state. The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and the Texas 
Animal Health Commission are 
also working with deer and elk 
breeders to set up a voluntary CWD 
monitoring program. This fall, 
TPWD will begin testing hunter- 
killed deer and other suspect ani­
mals from the state’s various eco­
logical regions.

Nationwide efforts to address 
CWD are accelerating rapidly. In 
other states with captive animals 
known to have or have been 
exposed to CWD, management is 
concentrating on quarantining or 
depopulating captive or free-rang­
ing animals in the affected area. In

some cases around captive popula­
tions, double fencing is recommend­
ed to prevent direct contact between 
captive and wild animals

In wild populations, the man­
agement option recommended is to 
reduce the density of animals in the 
infected area to slow the transmis­
sion of the disease. This is being 
done by selective culling of animals 
suspected to have been directly 
exposed to the disease. In Colorado 
and Wisconsin, large numbers of 
animals are being killed to reduce 
density of animals and thus slow the 
transmission of the disease. There 
is still a large need for research on 
the disease as many questions go 
unanswered. There is also a need 
for increased funding to support 
additional laboratories for testing 
animals for the disease.

Almost every state wildlife 
agency is now planning an increased 
effort at surveillance to detect if 
CWD is present. Many state agen­
cies have banned the importation of 
cervids into the state. Some states 
have also halted inüa-state move­
ment of deer and elk and banned 
supplemental feeding programs.

What can hunters do?
Hunters should be vigilant 

when in the field for deer or elk that 
display abnormal behavior such as 
staggering or standing with very 
poor posture. Animals may have an 
exaggerated wide posture, or may 
carry the head and ears lowered.

See Chronic Wasting Disease 
Pg-8
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Tracking A Wounded Deer
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Chronic Wasting 
Disease 

from pg. 7
Infected animals become very ema­
ciated (thus "wasting" disease) and 
will appear in very poor body con­
dition. Infected animals will aiso 
often stand near water and will con­
sume large amounts of water.
Drooling or excessive salivation 
may be apparent. Report any sus­
pected cases of CWD to the proper 
authorities immediately.

Hunters should also support 
Texas efforts to restrict deer or elk 
importation and report any suspect­
ed violations.

Finally, hunters should arm 
themselves with information, espe­
cially practical tips for hunting and 
field dressing game.

Every responsible hunter does 
his or her bet to track a wounded 
deer. First of all, the hunter wants 
the game. Second, the suffering of 
the animal is a consideration.

When you shoot a deer and it 
doesn't immediately fall down, 
observe how it runs away. The way 
the animal moves is a good clue to 
where your bullet struck.

' If the deer hunches up, you 
probably hit it in the stomach. 
When the front half falls toward the 
ground the animal likely was hit in 
the front, almost in the heart.

When the wounded animal 
jumps and rushes forward, the shot 
was probably straight to the heart.

If you aren’t that fortunate and 
have to track your deer, keep your 
eye on it as long as possible. Pick a 
landmark where you lose sight of

the deer and prepare to search 
from there. When you reach the 
spot where you last saw your deer, 
look for hair or blood to help you 
decide where the deer was hit.

Brown hair and thick, dark 
blood is a sign the shot struck the 
liver. Brown hair and lighter col­
ored blood indicate a heart or lung 
shot. White hair, watery blood 
and green-colored stomach con 
tents are signs of a stomach shot.

If you lose the blood trail or 
don’t see blood at your landmark, 
work from the spot where the deer 
was last seen. Walk in slow, spi­
raling circles while watching for 
trampled vegetation, small 
amounts of blood and hair, 
c Wounded animals look for 

cover and usually take the easiest 
route in their dash for safety.

Texas Game Wardens Top 10 Check List for 
Hunters

AUSTIN, Texas -  In that last- 
minute scramble around the house 
prior to heading out to hunting 
camp this fall, or during that pre­
dawn rush to get in the woods, or 
even on the way back home after a 
successful hunt, it's easy to forget 
something.

To help ensure hunters don't 
end up pleading memory lapse in 
the face of a possible citation for a 
game law violation, Texas game 
wardens offer the following Top 10 
"Don’t Forget" list.

Don't forget to:
1. Review the Outdoor

Annual and check for open season 
dates and bag limits for the county 
you are hunting.

2. Check for legal means and 
methods in the county you are hunt­
ing.

3. Carry your current hunting 
license.

4. Clearly identify your tar­
get before pulling the trigger.

5. Carry a sharp knife; cut 
out the date (month and day) of kill 
on deer and turkey tags and imme­
diately after kill, attach appropriate • 
tag to the deer or turkey.

6. Carry a ball-point pen; fill
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out ranch and county name on 
back of deer and turkey tags.

7. Carry your hunter safe­
ty certification card, if applica­
ble, with you in the field.

8. Carry a state driver's 
license or state personal identifi­
cation certificate, if you are 17 
years of age or older.

9. Fill out a Wildlife 
Resource Document to accompa­
ny any part of a deer or turkey 
that you give to someone else.

10. Keep all game animals 
and game birds in an edible con­
dition.
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Use Caution When Feeding Corn To Wildlife
by: Blair Fannin

COLLEGE STATION -  Deer 
hunters and wildlife enthusiasts are 
urged to use caution this fall when 
feeding corn to wildlife, paying 
special attention to product label­
ing. Failing to do so could pose a 
potential health threat to Texas 
wildlife.

Fumonisin, a mycotoxin that is 
produced almost exclusively in 
com and can be harmful or fatal to 
some wildlife species, has been 
found in samples from the 2002 
corn crop harvested in certain por­
tions of "Texas. Samples of new crop 
com analyzed by the Office of the 
Texas State Chemist and the Texas 
Feed and Fertilizer Control Service 
have been found to contain high 
concentrations of fumonisin in 
excess of 5 parts per million (ppm).

Grain containing fumonisin 
above these levels can cause health 
problems in horses and rabbits, and 
it is likely that they can also affect 
wildlife, says Dr. Neal Wilkins, 
Texas Cooperative Extension 
wildlife specialist.

"Because of their complex 
ruminant digestive system, deer 
may not be as susceptible to the 
effects of fumonisin as other ani­
mals. In particular, quail, turkeys 
and other birds that tend to consume 
wildlife com may be at higher risk," 
Wilkins said. "In addition, this toxin 
may impact squirrels, rabbits and 
feral hogs that consume com at 
wildlife feeders. Com having con­
centrations greater than 5 parts per 
million of fumonisin should not be 
fed to wildlife."

Fumonisin is produced in com

by the mold Fusarium [verticillioides 
(formerly F. moniliforme).]

"The fungus can infect kernels 
that are damaged by insects or 
drought stress," said Dr. Tom Isakeit, 
Extension plant pathologist. "The 
fungus can also grow into the ear via 
the silks and this is favored by rain. 
Infection of corn does not automati­
cally result in toxin production, and 
visual examination cannot detect 
com containing fumonisin. In most 
cases com containing unacceptable 
levels of the toxin may not exhibit 
any external mold damage. The com 
will look good. Factors affecting the 
production of toxin in com are not 
well understood."

Fumonisin should not be con­
fused with aflatoxin, which is anoth­
er toxin produced by several molds 
of the genera of Aspergillus and 
Pénicillium that can occur in com 
and also in whole cottonseed, 
peanuts, grain screenings and the 
meals made from the oil extracted 
seed. Aflatoxin contamination is 
favored by drought conditions and 
occurs primarily in corn kernels 
damaged by insects and drought.

"Based on what appears to be 
high rates of deer corn on the market 
contaminated with fumonisin, and 
considering the potential biological 
risks, our best advice is to avoid 
feeding com to wildlife until certain 
of the corn's source," Wilkins said.

When buying deer com for feed­
ing to wildlife, buyers should find 
out if com has been tested for 
fumonisin and aflatoxin.

"Deer com should test below 50 
parts per billion aflatoxin and 5 parts 
per million fumonisin," Wilkins said.

"If it's not possible to confirm that 
the corn has been tested, or it is not 
labeled, then the best advice is to not 
feed it. Some of the deer corn on the 
market is advertised 'cleaned' or 're- 
cleaned,' but cleaning does not 
ensure removal of the kernel conta­
minated with these mycotoxins."

The Office of the Texas State 
Chemist is continuing to survey new 
crop corn. For updates and further 
information, contact the Office of 
the Texas State Chemist/Feed and 
Fertilizer Control Service at (979) 
845-1121 or at http://otsc.tamu.edu. 
For specific questions about 
wildlife, contact Wilkins at 845- 
7726 or by e-mail 
atnwilkins@tamu.edu.
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Hunting Tip:
l/ou can make your own effective, but inexpensive cover scent. Gather 

green leaves and plants from the area you intend to hunt. Boil them for 20 
minutes. Pour the cooled Juice into a spray bottle.

Prevention and Awareness Are The 
Keys To A Safe Hunting Season

Venison Sloppy Joes
1 - 4 lb. venison roast
2 large white onions cut in 

large cubes
1 cup of celery, chopped 
4 garlic cloves 
salt and pepper (to taste) 
2 - 1 2  oz. Coca-Colas 
1/2 cup raisins 
Hamburger Buns 
BBQ Sauce
Place roast in crock pot with 

salt, pepper, onion, celery, garlic 
and Coca-Cola. Slow cook all day 
(start this one in the morning, 
before work). Once you get home 
check the roast, it should fall apart. 
Chop meat up into small pieces, 
drain juice and pour into a mixing 
bowl, add the veggie from the crock 
pot, adding the raisins and BBQ 
sauce (enough to your liking). Mix 
well and serve over buns with 
chips.

Last year, 43 total hunting acci­
dents were reported in Texas, three 
of which were fatal. Of the total 
number of accidents, seven 
occurred in the West Texas and 
Concho Valley areas. Most were 
caused by careless or improper use 
of a firearm.

Rod Gardner, director of 
Shannon Medical Center’s AirMed 
1 air ambulance service, says while 
his crew is equipped to handle such 
emergencies, he hopes AirMed 1 
will not have to respond to a hunt­
ing-related accident this season.

"Each year, AirMed 1 usually 
picks up at least one or two serious 
hunting injuries," said Gardner. 
"The concerning factor is that usual­
ly the incident could have been pre­
vented if the individuals had taken 
precautions more seriously."

Gardner lists the following 
guidelines as the top three hunter 
safety precautions:

1. Always point the muzzle in a 
safe direction, and treat every 
firearm as if it is loaded and danger­
ous.

"I’ve seen individuals killed by 
guns others thought were toys or 
unloaded'guns," said Gardner.

2. Be sure of your target and 
what is in front of and beyond it.

and be aware of your safe zone of 
fire.

"We see individuals with shot­
gun pellets in them almost every 
season" said Gardner. "Smaller cal­
iber bullet injuries, such as those 
from a .22, are also common. 
People do not realize these types of 
ammunition can travel up to a mile 
unobstructed."

3. Don’t drink alcohol or take 
drugs vbefore or while handling 
firearms or bow and arrows.

"Alcohol is a factor in many 
hunting accidents," said Gardner. 
"One example I’ve seen is a first 
time hunter on the last day of hunt­
ing season. He was drunk and 
dropped his gun while climbjng 
down from a tree. The bullet almost 
completely shot the man’s leg off, 
but he luckily survived."

Additional safety tips include 
handle firearms, arrows, and ammu­
nition carefully, unload firearms 
and unstring conventional bows 
when not in use, control your emo­
tions, wear hearing and eye protec­
tion and be aware of additional cir­
cumstances that require more vigi­
lant safety precautions.

"We encourage everyone to 
have an enjoyable, but safe, hunting 
season," said Gardner.
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Quail Hunting Takes Flight In West Texas.
by: Steve Byrns

Tough times in agriculture 
brought about by prolonged 
drought, high overhead, and fluctu­
ating markets have forced those left 
in the ranching business to scruti­
nize their remaining economic 
options. One avenue that's fast 
overshadowing the livestock enter­
prise in some areas is the hunting 
resource.

For years most Texans have 
considered "hunting" to mean 
white-tailed deer. That perception is 
fading fast as quail hunting 
becomes more popular. In the past, 
Texas quail were commonly thrown 
in with the deer, turkey, and other 
species on many leases. No more. 
Today quail, both the bobwhite and 
blue (i.e., scaled) varieties, are big 
business in Texas in their own right.

One rancher whose quail hunt­
ing enterprise is typical of a grow­
ing number of operations across 
Texas is Joe Pat Hemphill, a fourth- 
generation cow/calf operator from 
northern Coleman County.

"I think anyone who has had 
their eyes open, particularly over 
the last 10 years, knows that hunt­
ing of all types, especially quail 
hunting, has become a very, very 
significant factor in our economy," 
Hemphill said.. "There are a lot of 
guided quail hunting operations in 
Coleman County. We're seeing an 
awful lot of dollars coming into this 
county that otherwise wouldn't be 
here. I think hunting in itself along 
with other recreational activities 
may well be the salvation of a lot of 
operations in this area."

A recent survey conducted by

the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service summarized quail hunting 
related expenditures by members of 
Quail Unlimited (QU), a national 
organization of quail hunters and 
conservationists. 'The survey found 
that the average QU member spent 
more than $10,000 annually on his 
or her quail hunting habit.

And besides just helping 
landowners, such cash flow helps to 
prop up struggling rural economies, 
as 65 percent of the expenditures 
were made in the destination coun­
ty. For many ranchers, the trespass 
rights for quail hunting are more 
than the property's value for live­
stock grazing.

Hemphill underscores that 
serious quail hunters are indeed the 
heavy hitters of the Texas hunting 
world.

"I may get in trouble for saying 
this," he said. "But, I see deer vs. 
quail hunters as being similar to a 
bull rider vs. a calf roper. Like the 
calf roper, a quail hunter has a lot of 
time and money invested in his 
sport. His expenses include dogs, 
dog trailers, trainers, and kennels. 
He's feeding and caring for those 
dogs throughout the year. On top of 
that, he generally has a lot of trav­
eling expense. A calf roper general­
ly goes through the same type of 
thing. He must maintain good hors­
es, have a good means of hauling 
them, and take care of them.

"On the other hand, a deer 
hunter can go down to one of the 
outlet stores, buy a rifle and he's 
suddenly a deer hunter. A bull rider 
can go buy a bull rope and he's a 
bull rider.

"Quail hunting has definitely 
been more important to us in the last 
two or three years. I like to think that 
I could exist without it," the rancher 
said. "However, if I can do the quail 
hunting and manage it properly, it 
will give me some options in my 
operation I would normally not 
have.

"It's not all Just about the dollars 
either. One of the most important 
aspects of a quality quail hunting 
program is land management. If 
you're serious about a good quail 
operation, you're probably cutting 
your stocking rate back on cattle a 
little bit and taking better care of 
your land. You're actually going to 
improve your cattle operation. I see 
hunting and especially quail hunting 
opportunities becoming more and 
more valuable to the land owner 
who can maintain decent quality 
levels of hunting through proper 
range management practices."

There is a growing dark side to 
the quail population equation. 
Experts say time may be running out 
for quail entrepreneurs like 
Hemphill, because quail, especially 
bobwhites, are rapidly declining 
across their range. Over the past 20 
years the bobwhites' plight has 
become so critical that in some 
southeastern states scientists fear 
wild quail may be extinct within the 
next five years.

Texas is one of only three states 
(Oklahoma and Kansas are the other 
two) which still has appreciable wild 
quail numbers. Even here, experts 
say, populations have dropped 
almost 5 percent annually since 
1981. Hemphill is among those

directly feeling the quail loss.
"Over my experience as both a 

rancher and a hunter. I've realized 
and seen an obvious decline in 
quail numbers here," Hemphill 
said. "I think it's extremely impor­
tant for people in our industry to 
push for quail preservation any way 
we can. If we're going to maintain a 
significant income source from 
quail hunting, then obviously we 
need to support spending to find out 
why we're losing these birds. We 
have got to learn what we can do to 
stop this progressive disaster."

Hemphill and other Texas quail 
afficionados are eyeing the out­
come of a $3.7 million initiative 
now before the Texas legislature. 
The "Quail Decline Initiative" is

aimed at saving native Texas quail.
The initiative includes plans for 

a focused educational program for 
landowners on-decline of quail and 
associated songbirds and general 
education for youth and adults; 
research aitiied at identifying fac­
tors contributing to quail decline 
and mitigating management prac­
tices; restoration of quail habitat in 
12 targeted counties through use of 
cost-share funds; economic impacts 
of quail and related enterprises; and 
research on management strategies 
for fragmented landscapes.

"1 love to hunt quail and watch 
my dogs work," Hemphill said. "I 
want to do whatever it takes to 
always have enough wild, native 
birds to work them on."

Good Hunting

These three bucks were killed by Taylor, Johnny and Robert on 
the Finklea Brothers Black Ranch in November of 2001.
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by Robert Burns
OVERTON - Heads up deer 

hunters. Experts say there are most 
likely quality, mature bucks on your 
land or leased property that you've 
never seen during legal hunting 
hours.

"The older, more mature bucks 
are less likely to be seen during the 
times when hunters are out there," 
said Dr. Billy Higginbotham, who 
has collected thousands of pictures 
at deer feeders throughout East 
Texas during the last seven years 
using automatically triggered cam­
eras.

"It's a constantly reccurring 
theme. Evidently, the bigger, better 
bucks learn to lay low between 
dawn and dusk in the hunting sea­
son," he said.

Since 1995, Higginbotham has 
been setting up the remote-sensing 
cameras in deer habitats on East 
Texas ranches varying in size from a 
few hundred to a few thousand 
acres. The pictures have provided 
census data on white-tailed deer 
feeding habits at a level of accuracy 
not normally obtainable by tradi­
tional means, such as spotlighting or 
surveying by helicopter or fixed 
wing aircraft. Moreover, these tradi­
tional means are blinded in most 
East Texas deer habitats because of 
heavy tree canopies and thick brush.

The cameras favored by 
Higginbotham are triggered by 
either motion sensors or infrared 
detection of the animal's body heat. 
Higginbotham's primary interest is

to determine deer demographics, 
such as estimates of population den­
sity, buck/doe ratios and fawn 
counts. These data can then be use 
to tailor management strategies. 
Landowners can adjust their deer 
harvest strategies to maintain cor­
rect buck/doe ratios for a better crop 
of deer.

Incidental to the demographic 
data come revelations such as the 
lay-low behavior of older bucks 
during hunting season.

Usually placed near deer corn- 
feeding stations, the automatic cam­
eras provide other revelations about 
local wildlife behavior.

"A number of surprising results 
occur when cameras are out there 
collecting information for you 24 
hours a day over a 14-day period," 
Higginbotham said.

One of these surprises is the 
amount of feed consumed by non­
target species. Based on seven years 
of observations, Higginbotham esti­
mates that as much as 75 percent of 
feed at the stations are consumed 
not by deer but by other wildlife 
such as raccoons and feral hogs. 
Other varmints show up on film at 
the feeding stations: squirrels, rats, 
opossums and even the occasional 
human trespasser. Coyotes and bob­
cats make regular spot checks at 
feeding stations to see what's on the 
four-legged menu.

Hunters can, of course, take 
advantage of the fact that mature 
bucks lay low during hunting sea­
son. Higginbotham sets his camera 
stations up at about one per 150

acres. If the mature bucks are show­
ing up at only one or two camera sta­
tions on a 1,500 acre ranch, the 
hunter can concentrate his or her 
efforts on the area where the bucks 
were spotted.

"There's an ethical question 
here. It's about relying more on tech­
nology than on woodcraft skills," 
Higginbotham said.

On the other hand, he noted, for 
those who progressively manage 
their deer herds, sighting large bucks 
builds confidence in their methods. 
It tells the landowner that tuning the 
harvest to known factors about the 
deer population is working, because 
the strategy produces a fair number 
of trophy bucks and a sustainable 
doe/fawn ratio over the long haul. 
For most landowners/hunters, tro­
phy bucks are the ultimate goal of 
deer population management.

Since no remote camera is 
going to capture images of all deer 
on a site, behind the demographic 
estimates lie some fairly sophisticat­
ed science and statistics.

A study by wildlife researchers 
on a Mississippi farm supplied the 
background. Researchers from 
Mississippi State University and 
Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches used infrared cameras 
on a 10,000-acre site during two- 
week periods in 1992 and 1993. Bait 
sites were monitored using a density 
of one camera per 160 acres. Since 
the deer were tagged and the area 
fenced, the researchers were able to 
deduce the relationship between the

"photo captures" and the actual deer 
population.

Using the data and techniques 
from the Mississippi study, 
Higginbotham can infer from the 
counts of bucks that appear in the 
camera's eye the total count and the 
proportions of bucks, does and 
fawns with considerable accuracy. 
The estimate is based on the number 
of bucks photographed. Because of 
their antlers, it's easier to distin­
guish between individual bucks

when there may be multiple pictures 
of each animal. Individual does are 
much harder to distinguish. Based 
on the data collected in the 
Mississippi study, the doe and fawn 
population is calculated from the 
buck count.

During one study where the 
cameras were set up before and 
after hunting season, the difference 
between the counts matched the 
number of deer taken, 
Higginbotham noted.

Michael Terry bagged this buck hunting in Northern Sutton 
County.

Hunting Tip:
When you spot large bucks in certain areas, always note the weather 

conditions and hunt these same spots during those same conditions. Bucks 
like to use certain areas during different conditions, keeping them in favor­
able site areas.
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by Chuck Robbins
Whitetail deer are pursued each 

fall by more hunters than all the 
other big game animals combined.

2. In the U.S. a hundred years 
ago whitetails were scarce through­
out. Because of wise management, 
increased protection and better 
habitat they now number about 25 
million.

3. Whitetails are our most 
numerous deer and found in all of 
the lower 48 states as well as eight 
Canadian provinces, Mexico, all of 
Central America and northern South 
America. They’ve been successfully 
transplanted to New Zealand, the 
Caribbean, Finland, Cuba and 
Bosnia.

4. Population densities vary 
from location to location depending 
on habitat quality, land use, variance 
in deer management philosophy and 
hunting.

5. Deer do best in diverse cover 
where there is a mix of open fields, 
brush and young forests. As forests 
mature and fields are stripped of 
cover deer densities drop. Change in 
the opposite direction usually 
results in increased deer popula­
tions. Populations in marginal habi­
tat may be as low as a few per 
square mile while in intensively 
managed areas, such as some large 
Texas ranches, the population might 
soar into the hundreds per square 
mile. In most areas densities fall 
between these two extremes. 
However deer densities are never 
fixed, always changing as the habi­
tat changes. Much of the grousing, 
"gone are the good old days,” so 
often heard in deer camps merely 
reflects a maturing habitat. In fact.

there are more deer today than ever.
Age and nutrition are primarily 

responsible for the size of a whitetail 
buck’s rack.

6. Whitetails are quite prolific 
and can quickly overpOpulate an 
area if left unchecked. On good 
range, whitetail populations can 
double every two years despite pre­
dation, highway deaths and buck 
hunting. To date the only feasible 
way to control deer numbers is to 
harvest does and often even that 
doesn’t work.

In the early 1900s, 50 whitetails 
were introduced to predator-free 
New Zealand and in just a few short 
year« so over-populated the range 
bag limits were abandoned.

7. Mature, healthy does almost 
always give birth to twin fawns. 
While the number of triplets tend to 
balance singles raising the overall 
birth rate to a number very close to 
two per healthy mature doe.

8. Whitetails are receptive to a 
long list of diseases including blue 
tongue, encephalitis and anthrax in 
addition to parasitic worms, nema­
todes, mites and ticks. They are infa­
mous as hosts for the Lyme disease 
causing deer tick. Some diseases 
occasionally reach epidemic propor­
tions. In 1976 epizootic hemorrhag­
ic disease wiped out thousands in the 
Midwest. In the early 1900’s nearly 
all the whitetails in southwest 
Montana were wiped out by disease 
thought to be blue tongue.

9. Predators other than man: 
coyote, mountain lion, bobcat and 
domestic dogs also impact whitetail 
populations from time to time. But 
deer are wonderfully equipped to 
deal with predators. They can sprint

35-40 miles per hour and sustain 
speeds in excess of 20 miles per 
hour. Adults can easily leap 25 feet 
horizontally and an 8’ fence is only a 
hindrance if a deer is unaware of its 
existence. They also have evolved 
keen senses of hearing, smell and 
sight that can detect the minutest 
unnatural-motion, as well as light­
ning-quick reflexes.

10. Whitetails willingly take to 
water. I have often seen them swim­
ming wide rivers and lakes and once 
watched a group in the Adirondack« 
that apparently swam a pretty wide 
river as part of their daily routine.

11. In the U.S. most breeding 
takes place during a two-week peri­
od in November or December. Does 
bred during the first two weeks of 
November give birth about 200 days 
later in early June. This gives fawns 
in climates where winter is a lean 
season enough time to grow and be 
able to fend for themselves. 
However breeding tends to be 
spread out over longer periods in 
warmer climates where winter food 
availability tends not to be a factor. 
In south Texas, for example, a fawn 
might be bom as late as September 
and have no problem surviving the 
mild winter.

12. Researchers have found that 
whitetail fawns are almost always 
born in low light, dawn or dusk; 
many fawns are born on rainy days 
during periods of low barometric 
pressure. Penned does with known 
breeding dates commonly hold off 
giving birth as long as a week during 
periods of high pressure.

13. Fawns are born nearly scent 
free and often the first bom gets to 
its feet and walks away while the

other is being bom—though for the 
first week they can’t travel far or 
fast. Except for feeding the doe 
hides the fawns and stays away to 
minimize odor. After two weeks 
fawns are strong and fast enough to 
elude predators.

14. In a healthy population 
equal numbers of buck and doe 
fawns are born but doe fawns tend 
toward a higher survival rate.

15. The fawn’s spots are a cam­
ouflage mechanism and the pattern 
is random and quite different indi­
vidually. One researcher found the 
individual number, even in twins, to 
vary from 100 to more than 300. 
White or albino fawns are also 
spotted but the pattern is far less 
obvious—white on white.

Bucks begin growing new 
racks antlers Just shortly after the 
old ones are shed.

16. Whitetails have a great 
economic impact. They are of enor­
mous value both from a hunting 
standpoint and for wildlife viewing. 
While on the other hand deer 
destroy millions of dollars worth of 
agricultural crops and trees, resi­
dential lawns and cause many more 
millions of dollars damage in colli­
sions with automobiles.

17. Whitetails thrive in such 
widely varied habitat as valleys, 
river bottoms and swamps with 
more water than land to near tree 
line in some high mountain ranges 
as well as temperate forests, rain 
forests, agricultural lands and 
weed-filled meadows—and, likely 
as not, even in your backyard.

18. Whitetails prosper in cli­
mates where temperatures com­
monly reach 115-degrees

Fahrenheit in the shade and where 
rainfall may total less than 5 inches 
annually. They also succeed where 
snowfall is measured in feet and 
temperatures bottom out at -40- 
degress Fahrenheit or colder.

19. Whitetails are highly adapt­
able. For instance, in corn country 
deer might live all summer and 
early fall in cornfields until harvest 
time. Stripped of cover the deer 
move off to nearby brushy swales, 
woodlots and weed fields hardly 
skipping a beat.

20. Whitetails are the "fruit 
flies” of wildlife management. 
Many thousands of books and arti­
cles have been written on our 
"favorite" deer, as have scores of 
videos and films. Our collective 
fascination with whitetail deer is 
apparently universal and unsur­
passed.

21. Whitetails are exquisitely 
shaped, with long agile legs, inno­
cent dark eyes with long lashes, set 
in an appealing face, often accented 
in white, capable of graceful move­
ment that belies raw power, quick­
ness and speed. Any researcher who 
has ever grabbed a deer by its hind 
feet knows how incredibly strong 
even a 70 pound fawn is—it takes a 
man of strength to hang on to the 
flailing hooves of an adult deer—a 
mature buck, forget it. I once wit­
nessed a mature doe, from a near 
standing start, leap 10 feet straight- 
up landing on a shed roof and 
escape a deer research facility.

22. Man’s activities alter 
whitetail behavior but don’t dictate 
their whereabouts. Deer have the 
uncanny ability to live in close 
proximity to man and remain rela­
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tively undetected. Many are the 
tales of giant bucks living and dying 
in areas where the local residents 
had no knowledge of their exis­
tence. For several seasons I hunted a 
buck that was highly visible during 
the off-season but apparently turned 
ghost-like with the first hint of hunt­
ing—I know of no hunter who even 
shot at him, despite that he lived Just 
outside a small city, in a heavily 
populated and hunted area.

23. Whitetails are herbivores, 
or plant eaters; belong to the family 
Cervidae which includes elk, moose 
and caribou; are ungulates, having 
partitioned stomachs and digest 
their food through a method known 
as cud chewing: a digestive process 
whereby the food is regurgitated 
and chewed over and over again to 
break it down.

24. Mature whitetails need to 
eat on average about 7 pounds of 
woody browse or its equivalent in 
other forage plants each day to 
remain healthy and active.

25. Whitetails in good physical 
shape have been known to go as 
long as 28 days in dead of winter 
with no food whatsoever, apparent­
ly suffering little physical side 
effects. In other words does recov­
ered body weight when food was 
again available, produced healthy 
twin fawns in spring, etc. The key 
was not being disturbed during the 
enforced fast—the more times the 
starving deer were disturbed the 
more lethal the lack of food.

26. Even when food is readily 
available, whitetails voluntarily 
restrict their winter food intake. A 
mature whitetail buck might lose 
40% of body weight from his peak 
in pre-rut to spring regardless of 
food availability.

27. By age 8 or 9, a whitetail’s 
teeth are worn almost to the gumline 
and eating becomes difficult. A 10- 
year-old whitetail is rare. The oldest 
I can find record of was a tame doe 
that lived to age 22, an unheard of 
age when surviving the rigors of the 
wild.

28. In hard-hunted areas most 
deer are killed before their third 
birthday, especially bucks.

29. Whitetails evolved some 4 
million years ago. They’ve 
remained relatively unchanged over 
the millennia, surviving the Ice Age 
and other natural disasters that 
doomed such giants as the Irish elk, 
mammoth and mastodon. By con­
trast man first appeared in North 
America less than 30,000 years ago.

30. Whitetail hooves are actu­
ally comparable to our middle toes, 
which over time have evolved into a 
highly specialized foot, especially 
suited to their lifestyle.

32. Researchers have found that 
deer winter coats are so efficient 
they lose body heat only through the 
long leg bones and breathing appa­
ratus. Thus a bedded, curled-up 
deer loses almost zero body heat 
and can withstand long periods of 
intense cold with little discomfort.

35. Adult whitetail bucks in the 
northeast average about 40 inches at 
the shoulder and weigh around 160 
pounds. The largest live in the north 
and the smallest in the south— 
Bergman’s Rule. A whopper 
Minnesota buck weighed in at 511 
pounds, a New York buck 388 and a 
Pennsylvania buck 311.

A mature Key deer buck-a 
whitetail subspecies that stands 
about 24 inches at the shoulder— 
might weigh 80 pounds and a doe

60.
36. Whitetails, like all Cervids, 

grow antlers as opposed to horns. 
Unlike horn that is basically keratin, 
or finger-nail-like, antlers are solid 
bone—semi-permanent extensions 
of the buck’s skeleton.

37. Antlers grow from a pedicel 
on the deer’s skull. Only males 
grow antlers with the exception of 
the extremely rare doe with screwed 
up hormones.

38. Usually bucks grow their 
first antlers at 1 1/2 years of age 
(late born or poorly started buck 
fawns might not until the next year). 
Antlers begin growing in spring and 
during the mid-summer peak of 
growth a big buck can put out an 
inch of antler per day.

39. The antler growth process is 
quite fascinating and not a little 
mysterious. A cell from a growing 
antler viewed under,a microscope 
looks identical to a growing cancer 
cell in humans. However some 
mechanism in the deer stops the 
growth while human cancers con­
tinues to spread unchecked lacking 
medical intervention.

40. Antlers are an individual 
characteristic giving a buck, year to 
year, his own unique look. As the 
buck matures toward prime at 5 or 6 
years of age the rack gets bigger and 
more massive but retains much the 
same shape and character as when 
he was a 1 1/2 years old. Of course 
there are many exceptions such as 
the buck that got off to a poor start 
and as a yearling grew only spikes, 
or one that has had a serious injury, 
or period(s) of poor health.

41. Antler size is largely a mat­
ter of nutrition and age. While 
genetics play into it, generally 
speaking a mature whitetail- buck 
from age 3 1/2 on is going to be a

pretty good buck, provided he’s 
been able to fill his belly with 
ample amounts of good nutritious 
food.

42. Just because a yearling 
buck grows only spike antlers does­
n’t mean he won’t grow into a tro­
phy later in life. One buck raised at 
the Penn State Deer Research 
Facility was a spike until age 4 1/2 
when suddenly he metamorphosed 
into a magnificent and massive 12 
point—it Just took that long to 
recover from an extremely poor 
start.

43. The key is that to grow 
good antlers the buck must first sat­
isfy, nutrition-wise, his skeletal 
growth needs. So until a buck 
matures, quits adding bone to his 
skeleton at about age 5, he can’t 
achieve maximum antler size and 
mass. Of course. Just like the giant 
freshman football player, there are 
whopper 3 1/2 year old bucks.

44. The biggest of the big 
bucks are usually 4 1/2 to 8 1/2 
years old, although massive weight 
loss can be expected anytime 
beyond age 6 1/2, while antlers 
might still remain huge.

45. Why antlers remains a 
great mystery, but most researchers 
believe they are first an ornament 
that helps or hinders, as the case 
may be, their acceptance by does as 
breeders—the bigger the antler, the 
better, as far as does are concerned. 
Obviously fighting and defense are 
secondary reasons—but the real 
why remains largely a matter of 
conjecture.

46. Whitetail antlers differ 
from mule and blacktail deer in that 
single tines sprout from a horizon­
tal main beam. Mule deer and 
blacktails have branched points that

sprout from a main beam that 
curves upward. Of course there are 
endless variations, such as drop 
points, palmation, minor branched 
pointing, etc., etc. that can muddle 
the picture. But generally speaking 
whitetail buck racks are uniquely 
recognizable once you know what 
to look for.

47. Whitetail antlers grow dur­
ing the warm months. While they 
are growing they are soft, warm, 
even hot to the touch, covered with 
a velvety skin-like material and 
easily damaged. If damaged during 
the velvet stage they bleed quite 
readily and all manner of malfor­
mation can and does take place: 
split beams and points, grotesquely 
shaped antlers, missing antlers, etc.

48. When the antlers harden in 
early fall, they become solid bone, 
the velvet splits and the buck 
quickly rubs it off and polishes the 
rack on a convenient bush or 
sapling. The color of the hardened 
polished antler often takes on the 
color of the sap of the bark the 
antler is most rubbed on—light 
bark, light antler, etc.

49. Bucks retain their antlers 
until late winter or early spring. 
Nutrition again comes in to play 
and often the biggest, healthiest 
bucks retain antlers longest.

50. Like most everything else 
concerning antlers the dropping 
process has its own brand of mys­
tery: Up until the very moment the 
antlers fall off there is no indication 
it’s about to occur and no amount 
of pulling or prying will break an 
antler loose much before its time. 
When the antler drops the pedicel 
resembles a torn scab that quickly 
heals over. If conditions are right, 
i.e. spring has sprung, new growth
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