
Livestock show 
set for Jan. 14, 15

The 50th An­
nual Kinney 
County 4-H and 
FFA Livestock 
Show will be 
held Friday and 
Saturday, Jan. 14.and 15 at the 
Kinney County Civic Center.

The event begins with the 
weigh in of all market animals 
from 7:00 a.m. to noon on Fri­
day.

Showing begins Friday with 
rabbit classes at 2 p.m., steer 
classes at 4, meat goat doe kids 
at 4:30, commercial ewe lambs 
at 5 and swine at 5:30.

Showing continues on Sat­
urday with market lamb classes

at 8 a.m. and 
market goat 
classes at 
9:30 a.m.

The live­
stock show 

includes a barbecue lunch at 
noon on Saturday, followed 
by awards presentations at 
1:30 and the premium sale at
2 .

“We value your continued 
support for all of our 4-H and 
FFA exhibitors in Kinney 
County and look forward to 
seeing you,” Robert Elledge, 
Kinney County Extenseion 
Agent said, inviting the pub­
lic to attend.

EMS extends contract with 
Ambulance Billing Systems

At the recent Kinney County 
Commissioner’s Court a billing 
agreem ent/contract between 
Ambulance Billing Systems, 
Inc., and Kinney County EMS 
was signed.

The agreement is the second 
edition of a contract that began 
in December 2003.

The Commissioner’s Court 
reviewed and re-awarded the 
contract to Ambulance Billing 
Systems, Inc., of San Antonio for 
another one year term.

According to Joe Scialdone 
of ABS, during 2003, “We have 
been able to optimize the Kinney 
County EMS collection activity for 
their ground ambulance trans­
ports, while working with patients 
regarding their EMS bill,” 
Scialdone explained.

“ In 2005, we anticipate a 
continued good working rela­
tionship with your county, and 
will begin allowing patients to 
use credit cards to pay their por­
tion of an ambulance bill.” he 
added.

ABS bills all insurance com­
panies on behalf of the patient 
following an ambulance trans­
port.

Some points Scialdone made 
in favor of ABS to benefit the 
county were lowering overhead, 
spreading liablity, saving money 
and with an industry leader.

Kinney County EMS Execu­
tive Director Steven Burch said 
“I contacted ABS, visited with the 
owner, Joe, and felt that they were

a viable alternative to our current 
billing company.

“ The first month ABS gener­
ated Kinney County $17,000 in 
revenue from current bills and past 
collections from the prior billing 
service. Of course that amount 
has not since been that high. An­
other advantage of ABS is the 
ability to generate custom reports 
for EMS and the auditor. We are 
very satisfied with their service 
and performance.'”

Scialdone noted that smaller 
economies come into play when 
dealing with ambulance billing. 
“Our professional staff has years 
of experience billing exclusively 
for ambulance companies. Our 
structured, systematic processes 
ensure your calls are currently 
being worked. Let üs worry 
about the payroll, overtime and 
941 taxes for your billing activi­
ties.” he said.

Fie also noted that “At ABS 
we keep up on the current 
changes in the ambulance indus­
try and pass these changes onto 
our clients.

“We are members of the 
American Ambulance Associa­
tion, the North American Am­
bulance Alliance, the Health 
Care Compliance Association 
and the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association.

“We receive numerous emails 
weekly concerning changes in 
our industry. Additionally, ABS, 
Inc. maintains a professional li­
ability insurance policy.”

INSIDE
■  G.G.

Everyone who knows me is 
aware that one of my many 
weaknesses are sweets — 
candy, cookies, pies or cakes. 
Love them all in all forms and 
fashions. With that in mind, 
I’m going to share occasion­
ally some “Watch Out” reci­
pes.
Community/Page 4

■  Chuck Hall
It’s hard to believe that an­

other year has come and gone. 
So very much has happened 
to me in the past year that I 
never dreamed were in the 
making.
Opinion/Page 2

■  Donald Smith
Over several weeks of 

counseling Josie was able to 
face the issue of having been 
raped as a child. 
Religion/Page 5
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Ladies Golf
Fort C lark Ladies Golf 

League Dec. 28, 2004, game was 
tee to green score. Winners were 
Betty Lee, first; Marian Weber, 
second and Carol Benfield, 
third. League play is at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesdays. Join the fun!

Tax News
First for teachers, the $250 

page one deductions for out of 
pocket expenses has been ex­
tended for two more years.

Second, for all Texans that 
can itemize their deductions, 
sales taxes can once again be 
taken as an itemized deduction. 
If you have not saved receipts, 
there will be a chart to use in 
lieu of actual taxes paid, you can 
add large items like vehicles, 
RVs, boats and trailers to that 
amount,

4-H Meeting
There will be a Junior and 

Senior 4-H meeting Sunday,’ 
Jan. 9 from 4-5 pm. Officers 
meet at 3:30 pm at the Fort 
Clark Springs Service Club. For 
more information call the Exten­
sion Office at 563-2442.

One-time show
“The Magic Medallion,” is 

presented by the Canyon School 
of Dance at the Janey Slaughter 
Briscoe Grand Opera House Sat­
urday, Jan. 8. The one-time only 
performance is at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 each. For infor­
mation call at 830-278-4184.

Named to the Uvalde Leader-News AH Southwest Team are the Tigers' front row  from left Lito Escamilla and Clyde Adams. 
Middle row  from left, Cody Edwards, Noe Talamantes, Tillman Davis, and Brand Wylie. Back row  from left, Charlie 
Slaughter, Whitney Masslngill, Leon Woolsey, Kody Yeager, Tres Rueda and Gumaro Martinez.

Tigers named ‘Team of the Year’
A dozen named to All Southwest Texas Team

The Fighting Tigers 2004- 
2005 was named “Team of the 
Year” in the Uvalde Leader- 
News’ All-Southwest Area Foot­
ball.

The announcement made this 
week also named 12 of the Black

and Gold to the All-Southwest 
Area Football team.

The Tigers boasted a 10-0 
regular season. The Tigers made 
it to the Region IV finals before 
being stopped by Shiner, who 
would eventually win the Class

How to donate to 
Tsunami victims

Standing Tall
Luisa Morales, the only female laborer who helped con­

struct the Kinney County Detention Center, stands proudly 
in front of her work. Morales was assistant foreman for 
the project and has worked as a laborer on Calderon El­
ementary School, the Del Rio Civic Center, Vista Verde 
Medical Plaza and a host of other construction projects.

In the wake of disaster, me­
dia can greatly assist relief ef­
forts by letting the public know 
that the most effective way to 
help is to make cash donations 
to known organizations.

This point is always empha­
sized by relief workers, national 
voluntary organizations active in 
disaster, the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Ag­
ency (FEMA) and the Gover­
nor’s Division of Emergency 
Management (GDEM).

Here are some reasons why 
cash donations to known orga­
nizations are more efficient and 
effective than donations of ma­
terial goods:

•  Cash donations provide 
flexibility to help victims of di­
sasters in situations that may be 
changing rapidly.

•  Cash donations minimize 
problems involved in transpor-

tation, delivery and storage. 
This is especially important for 
areas where bridges, roads, 
warehouses and other infrastruc­
ture have been destroyed.

•  Cash donations keep relief 
workers focused on their work 
with survivors, instead of divert­
ing their efforts to sorting, stor­
ing, tracking and distributing 
goods.

•  People in foreign nations 
may have cultures that are very 
different from ours, so it is im­
portant for relief workers to have 
cash to purchase food, clothing 
and other materials that are cul­
turally acceptable.

More information is avail­
able at the following web sites:

Voluntary Organizations Ac­
tive in Disaster for Texas can be 
reached at: www.txvoad.org. 
Also the National VOAD 
website can be reached at: 
www.nvoad.org.

A State title.
The Tigers named to the All- 

Southwest Team included Kody 
Yeager, quarterback; Noe 
Talamantes and Charlie Slaugh­
ter, running backs; Leon 
Woolsey, tight end; Whitney

M assingill and Gumaro 
Martinez, offensive linemen. 
Clyde Adams, defensive line­
man; Lito Escamilla and Tres 
Rueda, linebackers; Tillman 
Davis, Cody Edwards and Brand 
Wylie as defensive backs.

RGEC spreading 
Christmas cheer

Submitted by 
Cindy Edwards 
Rio Grande E lectric 

Cooperative’s crew members 
presented “Tommy Tumble­
weed’s Dream”, a West Texas 
Christmas story to students at 
Jones Elementary before the 
Christmas Holidays.

Participating in the program 
were Area Operations Manager 
Danny Samaniego, Apprentice 
Lineman Jorge Villarreal, Ap­
prentice Lineman Daniel Garza, 
Area Office Clerk Stephanie 
Gomez, 2nd Class Lineman 
Jaime Muniz, and 2nd Class 
Lineman Gilbert Villarreal. 
(Standing) Line Foreman David 
M eyer, 1st Class Lineman 
Nacho Aguirre, Meter Reader 
Kyle Rose, 1st Class Lineman 
Severo Martinez.

Santa Claus and his elves vis­
ited children at local Head Start 
centers just before Christmas.

“Santa” Severo Martinez, 1st 
Class Lineman, and elves Gilbert 
Villarreal, 2nd Class Lineman, 
and Daniel Garza, Apprentice 
Lineman celebrated with Head 
Start Program children.

The RGEC Employees’ Club 
purchased materials for 15 com­
plete holiday meals, which were 
distributed to deserving families.

The meals included holiday 
favorites such as yams, cran­
berry sauce, stuffing, corn, 
green beans, fresh fruit, mashed 
potatoes, gravy mix, a baked 
chicken, and pumpkin pie.

The Employee Club also do­
nated $50 to the St. Mary 
Magdalene Catholic Church to 
go towards the purchase of toys 
for the Casa Esperanza Orphan­
age in Cuidad Acuna, Coah., 
Mexico.

Members of the club pay 
monthly dues, which are used to 
support worthy charities.

Members of Rio Grande Electric Cooperative spread 
Christmas Cheer last year with public school children.
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OPINION Thursday, January 6, 2005

I firmly resolve to
Happy New Year!
It’s hard to believe that an­

other year has come and gone. 
So very much has happened to 
me in the past year that I never 
dreamed were in the making.

Events that occurred have 
changed my life forever. I will 
never be the same.

All of those happenings have 
made me closer to my God. 
I have several anniversaries com­
ing up. A wedding anniversary, 
a birthday, an anniversary of 
the starting of this column, and 
others.

I hope I remember them all. 
Like many other folks, I have 
also made some new year’s reso­
lutions. I have made the usual, 
of course. Like loosing weight 
(I probably won’t).

Getting more exercise (I will 
for a while).

I need to find some resolu­
tions that I know I can keep.

Let’s see. Oh yes, I’m going 
to keep eating. Breathing too.

But I Could 
Be Wrong

Chuck
Hall

LETTER S  T O  TH E  EDITOR POLICY

The Brackett News welcomes and encourages letters to the 
editor. Letters should not exceed 350 words. The editor re­
serves the right to refuse or edit all letters submitted for  
length, potentially libelous statements and accuracy o f in­
formation. All letters must be signed and include a rhailing 
address and phone number for verification purposes. All writ­
ers must provide proof o f identity. The Brackett News will 
not publish letters sent via e-mail. Letters published and 
viewpoints o f columnists do not necessarily reflect the edito­
rial beliefs o f  this newspaper.
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Today, find  a way to make changes in 
yourself instead o f someone else. 

Sometimes the results are the same.
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whole new year
Thinking. That’s a good one. 
Yep, I ’m going to do more 
thinking.

But I also have to do some 
serious resoluting. I have some 
scores to settle.

There are some people I need 
pay back. I owe lots.

I have been shown more 
goodness that I have shown. I 
have been loved more than I 
have loved. I need to settle the 
scores.

I need to do more acts of ran­
dom kindness. I need to deepen 
my appreciation towards my fel­
low man. And lastly, I need to 
write better articles. But I could 
be wrong.

The stars glittered across a 
velvet sky as everyone danced 
and sang, waiting for that mo­
ment when everything would be 
different. Some were looking 
forward to that midnight kiss, or 
just came to socialize with their 
friends about the current gossip. 
But what really everyone heeded 
and wanted was that moment that 
all the woes and fears of last year 
were forgotten, and the dreams 
and resolutions of a new life 
could begin.

This New Year’s Eve, I spent 
the evening with some friends. 
We all collected ourselves over 
at one friend’s ranch, and chat­
tered about what to do before 
the clock struck 12. We won­
dered what would keep us busy 
until that exciting moment.

Before the party , I had 
dressed up much fancier than 
normal. I wore a satin skirt that 
flowed freely lo about mid-calf, 
a brown velvety shirt, and a jean 
jacket, all gifts from a particu­
larly generous Christmas, I also 
carried a new digital camera, my 
most favorite gift, and prepared 
myself for much picture taking.

The evening started about fair 
enough.

We all relaxed and waited for 
everyone to arrive, as our gen­
erous host bustled about mak­
ing cheese dip and other snacks) 
Slowly everyone arrived and we

Yo
Shanae

Shanae
Simmons

played some pool, ping pong, 
and watched TV. Everyone was 
congenial, and many came up 
and felt my skirt. At first I was a 
little iffy about whether wearing 
a skirt would be a good idea, 
but now I was feeling that it was 
working out well. I thought, 
“Well, it’s a new year and I’ll 
try being a new Shanae.”

After awhile we decided to 
shoot off fireworks. After hear­
ing this, I was very excited be­
cause I have always had a flare 
for fire and firecrackers (which 
has led to some pretty interest­
ing situations in the past), and 
they seemed pretty stocked up 
with the goods.

We hopped into two trucks 
ánd drove out into some fields. 
There was where all the fiery 
magic was going to happen.

We exited the vehicles ex­
citedly, and turned up some 
music.
;i We scrapped at the packages 
trying to unwrap their tightly 
bound exteriors. Some were try­
ing to light punks with matches,

but found their efforts were in 
vain, because the wind had 
picked up a bit. Others tried us­
ing the cigarette lighters from 
the trucks, but found it was 
equally difficult. Finally our 
host (the brains of the operation) 
thought of sitting inside of the 
trucks and lighting the punks 
with the matches. It was a suc­
cess and we began to shoot off 
fireworks.

“Don’t forget, stay in the 
green!” our host yelled, afraid 
that someone would hold a spar­
kler too close to dry grass and 
set us all on fire. Of course, even 
after hearing this warning sev­
eral times, Someone lit the grass 
on fire (probably with a spar­
kler). It was just a small fire and 
one of my friends, standing al­
most right in it, stood swirling 
about holding sparklers, not 
even noticing the changed tem­
perature in her boots. I ran over, 
pushed her aside, and stepped 
on the fire with my flip flops. I 
later sat and laughed at my 
friend’s unawareness.

Then we all began to dance. 
I was dancing the Macarena with 
some girls and giggling like 
crazy. My friend was standing 
right in front of me and filmed, 
as I danced in the headlights, and 
everyone watched as we acted 
like dorks.

Suddenly, as I was looking

at the camera and dancing, 
someone ran behind me and 
swooshed my skirt up. I 
screamed and dropped my hands 
to push it down, looking like an 
awkward, overgrown Marilyn 
Monroe. When I realized who it 
was, I ran after them, and was 
determined to seek revenge. 
Later, I watched the film, and 
was unpleasantly surprised that 
it was all caught on camera. At 
that moment I felt like maybe it 
wasn’t the greatest idea to wear 
a skirt.

By the end of the evening, 
when everyone was about to 
head home, we said our 
goodbyes and smiled at the 
night’s little adventure. We had 
had our fun, some had got their 
midnight kiss, and others were 
juiced up on the vacation’s gos­
sip. In the end, we realized we 
hadn’t even counted down for 
that moment that was supposed 
to change everything. But inter­
nally, we could feel the change 
that each of us had made over 
the short vacation. We had all 
grown a bit just after weeks of 
being out of school, and most 
of us, being seniors, had made 
the realization that things were 
about to change, because we 
Were changing. In the end, those 
woes and fears of last year could 
be forgotten because it was a 
whole, new year.

New attack on the Declaration
They just won’t go away, and, 

unfortunately, it’s illégal to kill 
‘em! If you think the attacks on 
the Boy Scouts were bad, how 
about the school principal, 
Patricia Vidmar, of Stevens 
Creek School, in Pasadena, Cali­
fornia, who has apparently de­
cided that the Declaration of In­
dependence is unconstitutional 
because it contains the word 
“God?”

Yep, that’s right; Vidmar is­
sued orders to Stephen Williams, 
a social studies teacher, to stop 
using the Declaration of Inde­
pendence and other historical 
documents in his classroom be­
cause they contain the word 
“God.”

Explain to me, please, the 
logic behind this nitwit deci­
sion. How can a social studies 
teacher teach about the social 
and ideological reasons for the 
formation of the United States 
without mentioning the most 
important documents in Ameri­
can history? This is so stupid as 
to defy description. These 
people, in their rabid hatred of 
God and anything pertaining to 
God, are willing to destroy them­
selves and the United States, 
rewrite history, and deny real­
ity to... to do what? What pos­
sible purpose could this have? 
They are beyond reason and 
logic. They have passed out of 
sanity, beyond absurdity, and 
into the realms of insanity. It is

insane to expect anyone would 
abide by such inane, insane, il­
logical, unprincipled, demon­
strably anti-Christian and anti- 
American edicts.

Christian Educators Associa­
tion International (CEAI) Direc­
tor Finn Laursen was shocked. 
“I find it frustrating that so 
many of our well meaning ad­
ministrators totally misunder­
stand the intent of the First 
Amendment which meant to in­
hibit governmental interference 
in religious expression and not 
launch governmental road­
blocks,” Laursen said. “The Es­
tablishment Clause was never 
written to establish a God-free 
zone in the public arena.”

Amen Finn! Give ‘em heaven 
son! But I seriously doubt the 
well meaning administrators 
part.

Laursen also said, “We re­
ceive dozens of complaints 
monthly from public school edu­
cators, who happen to be Chris­
tian by faith, demonstrating 
similar circumstances.”

Is it possible that so many of 
our school administrators have 
been lobotomized? Have they 
all become mental midgets as 
well as liberal eunuchs and 
stooges? Why can they not stand 
up to the liberal, anti-God crowd 
and say, “Back off jerks! We 
teach the truth here!”?

This kind of lunacy must be 
stopped! This nation is a nation

The Way 
I See It

Steven R. 
LaMascus

of God-fearing men and women, 
which was founded by God-fear­
ing men and women, and we are 
allowing a tiny, vocal, seemingly 
indefatigable, godless minority 
to dictate to us how we will raise 
and educate our children. In 
many instances one or two mal­
content, misanthropic atheists 
have dictated policy to literally 
hundreds of Christians. This is 
still a nation of majority rule, 
but we have to fight for that 
right. If we just roll over and 
acquiesce we are going to be run 
over by the immoral minority. 
We are the moral majority and 
we don’t have to accept their evil 
ideas and morally bankrupt lack 
of values. If we want to pray 
before a high school football 
game, we should danged well be 
able to pray before a high school 
football game. If we want to hang 
the Ten Commandments on the 
wall in the court house or the 
classroom, we should have that 
right. There is nothing in the 
Constitution that denies us that 
right. If the atheists don’t want 
to pray they don’t have to. If 
they don’t want to read the Ten

Commandments they don’t have 
to. The Constitution does give 
them that right; but it does not 
give them the right to deny us 
ours! That’s the truth and noth­
ing anybody can say or do will 
change that. Anything else is a 
bald-faced lie. Every time some 
hair-brained moron states that 
we can’t do something because 
it has to do with God, it is a lie 
and is illegal, and I don’t give a 
hoot what liberal court puppet 
says differently. God is real! God 
is alive! God rules! God is the 
creator of the universe, and the 
giver of rights. I challenge any 
liberal atheist to deny me my 
rights! I’m through turning the 
other cheek!

People it is time to fight! Ev­
ery time we allow this to hap­
pen without a battle we are at 
fault. We need to meet these 
godless oafs, challenge for chal­
lenge, lawyer for lawyer, at ev­
ery turn. It is time to do some­
thing. In fact it is far past time 
to do something. Give no more 
ground; retreat no more. Stand 
firm, stand tall, put on the ar­
mor of God and do battle!

Romans 8:31, 32 -  “What, 
then, shall we, say in response 
to this?

If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all -  how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give 
us all things?” NIV

Tort reform would be a great New Year’s resolution
By Nathan Tabor
Contributing Writer

The right to seek justice in a 
court of law is fundamental to 
our American way of life. If a 
person has been wronged, 
cheated, or hurt by the actions 
of another, whether intention­
ally or negligently, the injured 
party is entitled to just compen­
sation. That’s only fair. So I hold 
a deep respect for the right of 
individuals to access our civil 
courts. But like President Bush, 
I still believe that we must make 
reforming our system of civil liti­
gation a top priority in 2005. 
We need common-sense reforms 
that will restrict frivolous law­
suits, abolish joint and several 
liability provisions, and limit 
outrageous punitive damage 
awards that are completely out 
of proportion to actual losses.

The number of civil lawsuits 
filed in our courts has tripled 
over the past 40 years. Often 
these lawsuits have no real merit 
but are used simply to extort

cash payments from the person 
or business being targeted. (The 
Reverend Jesse Jackson is an 
expert at this kind of race-based 
extortion) And many times, even 
if the plaintiff is in the right, the 
‘boxcar damages’ awarded by 
juries are completely out of pro­
portion to the actual harm suf­
fered. Interesting fact: almost 
half of the money won in mal­
practice lawsuits ends up in the 
pockets of the plaintiff’s attor­
neys. Maybe that’s why the 
American Trial Lawyers are so 
adamantly opposed to tort re­
form.

Often innocent businesses 
have to settle such lawsuits even 
when they are in the right. Un­
fortunately, this whole process 
costs us jobs. When a business 
is forced to spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars defending 
against frivolous lawsuits, it has 
less money to expand its opera­
tions, invest in research or hire 
more employees.

This whole corrupt practice

isn’t about evil corporations and 
their hapless victims who need 
legal protection. It is nothing 
more than legalized larceny, and 
it needs to be stopped!

Nowhere is this truer than in 
the medical profession. The rap­
idly escalating cost of liability 
insurance has reached unafford­
able levels for an increasing 
number of medical practices. 
Some doctors have to pay as 
much as 50 percent of their gross 
income for malpractice insur­
ance. Yet in our litigious soci­
ety they can’t afford to be with­
out it. Many OB-GYN’s today 
find themselves forced to cease 
delivering babies altogether.

Personal story: My wife and 
I have'a baby due in January. 
However, because of rising mal­
practice insurance our midwife 
can no longer deliver our baby.

Every day, the cost of health 
care in America increases be­
cause physicians feel compelled 
to practice ‘defensive medicine,’ 
often prescribing unnecessary

but expensive tests, operatio: 
or medicines, rather than risk 
lawsuit.

North Carolina’s Senati 
John Edwards campaigned f 
Vice President on the theme th 
he came from a poor workii 
family but pulled himself up 1 
his own bootstraps to become 
self-made millionaire. What h 
pocrisy.

We need to stop these friv 
lous lawsuits and put caps on di 
proportionate punitive damage 
Or even better yet, move to tl 
English model. There, if you si 
somebody and lose, you pay tl 
legal fees for the other side. Th 
might be a simple solution to 
complicated problem.

One thing for sure, tort r 
form would be a great gift fi 
the American people!

Nathan Tabor is a conserv 
tive political activist based 
Kernersville, North Carolin; 
He has his BA in Psycholoj 
and his Master’s Degree in Pul 
lie Policy.

Do you have something to say 
about a local issue? Write a 
letter to the editor today!

' / i « . : 1 :,
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Brackett High School Basketball
Jan. 7 Rocksprings* 5:00 Away Jvg/VG
Jan. 7 Open Jvb/VB
Jan. 11 Center Point* 5:00 Home Jvg/VG
Jan. 11 Crystal City 5:30 Away Jvb/VB
Jan. 14 Harper* 4:00 Away Jvg/Jvb/VG/VB
Jan. 18 Open
Jan. 21 Medina* 4:00 Away Jvg/Jvb/V G/VB
Jan. 25 Rocksprings* 5:00 Home Jvg/Jvb/VG/VB
Jan. 28 Center Point* 4:00 Away Jvg/Jvb/VG/VB
Jan. 29 N. Canyon JV Toum. TBA Away Jvg/Jvb
Feb. 1 Harper* 5:00 Home Jvg/Jvb/VG/VB
Feb. 4 Open
Feb. 8 Medina* 5:00 Home Jvg/Jvb/VG/VB
Feb. 11 Rocksprings* 5:00 Away Jvb/VB
Feb. 15 Center Point* 5:00 Home Jvb/VB

* denotes District Game
Head Coaches Charlie Marquardt (boys) and Ricky Creel (girls).

Brackett Jr. High School Basketball
Jan. 6 Center Point 5:00/6:30 Brackett Girls A/B
Jan. 6 Center Point 5:00/6:30 Brackett Boys A/B
Jan. 8 N.C. Toum. 11:00 Canyon Girls A/Boys A
Jan. 10 Hunt 5:00/6:30 Hunt Girls A/B
Jan. 10 Hunt 5:00/6:30 Brackett Boys A/B
Jan. 15 Knippa Toum. TBA Knippa Girls B/Boys B
Jan. 17 Harper 5:00/6:30 Brackett Girls A/B
Jan. 17 Harper 5:00/6:30 Harper Boys A/B
Jan. 24 Medina 5:00/6:30 Medina Girls A/B
Jan. 24 Medina 5:00/6:30 Brackett Boys A/B
Jan. 27-29 Comstock Tourn. TBA Comstock Girls B/Boys B
Jan. 29 Rocksprings TBA Rocksprings Girls A/Boys A
Jan. 31 Rocksprings 5:00/6:30 Rocksprings Girls A/B
Jan. 31 Rocksprings 5:00/6:30 Brackett Boys A/B
Feb. 7 Center Point 5:00/6:30 Brackett Girls A/B
Feb. 7 Center Point 5:00/6:30 Center Point Boys A/B

7th Grade Girls Coach - Candi Hohman, 8th Grade Girls Coach - Rhonda Marquardt 
Boys B Coach - Greg Voyles, Boys A Coach - Steve Hutcherson

K IN N E Y  C O U N T Y  S H E R IF F  S  R E P O R T
Monday, Dec. 20, 2004
9:00 p.m., Raul Gonzalez 

Reyes, 47, of Pittsburgh, Texas, 
was arrested for an outstanding 
warrant of indecency with a 
child.

Friday, Dec. 31, 2004
8:04 p.m., Javier Alvarez, 

19, of Dallas, was arrested for 
public intoxication. He was re­
leased on Jan. 1, for time served.

Friday, Dec. 31, 2004
8:04 p.m., Ismael Alvarez, 

43, of Dallas, Texas, was ar­
rested for Driving While Intoxi­
cated, Second offense. He was 
released Jan. 2, on a $2,000 
bond.

Monday, Dec. 27, 2004
8:25 a.m., A Border Patrol 

Agent contacted the sheriffs of­
fice in reference to a deer with 
it’s back legs broken. Game 
Warden Henry Lutz was con­
tacted for permission to put the 
deer down.

Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2004
10:55 a.m., A man reported 

a suspicious vehicle outside of 
the locak bank. The caller re­
ported a black vehicle with two 
Hispanic males, one having a 
tear drop on the side of his eye 
and the other wearing a blue 
hooded sweater. The caller also

Chocolate 
Bon Bons

Goodies 
From G.G.

noted that he was held up last 
week in another city.

Thursday, Dec. 30, 2004
12:35 p.m., A man reported 

he was behind a black Cadillac 
driving about 100 miles per 
hour. Deputy Donald Page and 
Constable Bobby Guidry were 
notified, but could not find the 
vehicle.

1:30 p.m., A woman reported 
that she just caught a Red Ford 
Truck throwing trash out on 
Coyote Hill. She gave a license 
plate number.

7:56 p.m., A man reported a 
vehicle was broken down south 
of Pinto Creek on Highway 277. 
The individuals were trying to 
flash down vehicles to stop. 
Deputy Ramon Gutierrez was 
notified.

Saturday, Jan. 1, 2005
2:00 a.m., A woman reported 

that a man she knew threatened 
to kill her. She also said she 
didn’t believe he would really 
do it, but that if she was dead

the next day, that the sheriff’s 
office would know who did it. 
The dispatcher said he was go­
ing to send over a deputy. She 
asked that he didn’t. But Deputy 
Manny Pena was notified. Pena 
reported all was fine at the home 
when he arrived.

12:16 p.m., A man reported 
to 911 that someone had hit his 
car and they had lost some suit­
cases about two to three miles 
west of Brackettville by Bader 
H ill. No injuries were reported.

1:35 p.m., A man at the check 
point reported to Deputy Ron 
Ring that there was a Silver Jeep 
driving wrecklessly and pushing 
cars off the highway. Deputies 
and Border Patrol agents did not 
see a Jeep matching that descrip­
tion.

N E M  A  R

T h e  S e s *  S e a l  I n  T o w n

"T h e  M iraculous P ra y e r '
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past,

I have asked of many favors. This 
time, I ask you this very special one 
‘mention favor: Take it Dear JESUS 
and place it within your own bro­
ken heart, where your father sees 
it. Then, in your merciful eyes, it 
will become your favor, not mine. 
Amen. - DEE B.

Say this prayer for three days, 
promise publication and the favor 
will be granted, never known to 
fail.

MOVIES 8
2205 Ave, f, - Plata 0*1 Sol M l  7754122

I $250 AD SumsIjcfwe6pm$250 Sat. & Sunday show times. 
Seniors« Children. . . .  , ’ _

W50 Adults. No late show on Sunday
S 7 ÏR E 0  SURRO UND S O U © A L L  AUDITORIUM S
T i c k e t s  a r e  o n l y  v a l i d  
o n  t h e  d a t e  p r i n t e d  on  

t h e  t i c k e t .  N o  ch i l d  
u n d e r  6  w i l l  he  

a d m i t t e d  t o  a n y  R  
f e a t u r e  a f t e r  6  p . m .

2 1 0  4 4 5  7 3 0  1 0 2 0  

F A T  A L B E R T  (P G ) N o  P a s s e s  

1 2 4 5  3 0 5  5 2 5  7 4 0  1 0 0 0  

O C E A N S  T W E L V E  ( P G 1 3 )  

1 1 2 5  2 1 5  5 0 5  7 5 5  1 0 5 0  

L E M O N Y  S N IC K E T S  A  S E ­

W H IT E  N O IS E  (P G 1 3 )  N o  

P a s s e s  1 1 4 0  2 0 5  4 3 0  

7 1 0  9 5 0

C L O S E R  (R )  N o  P a s s e s  

1 2 1 0  2 3 5  5 0 0  7 2 5  1 0 1 0  
M E E T  T H E  F O C K E R S  

( P G 1 3 )  N o  P a s s e s  11 15

R IE S  P A R A M O U N T  ( P G )

1 2 0 0  2 4 0  5 2 0  8 0 0  1 0 2 5  

T H E  F L IG H T  O F  T H E  P H O E ­

N IX  ( P G 1 3 )  1 0 5 5  1 4 0  4 2 0  

7 0 0  9 4 0
S P A N G L IS H  ( P G 1 3 )  1 1 0 0  

1 5 5  4 5 0  7 4 5  1 0 4 0

Vada
Baldree

Everyone who knows me is 
aware that one of my many 
weaknesses are sweets — candy, 
cookies, pies or cakes. Love them 
all in all forms and fashions. 
With that in mind, I’m going to 
share occasionally some “Watch 
Out” recipes. Huh? Well, they 
consist of ingredients that guar­
antee to contain ingredients that 
result in calories, poundage and 
desire for more of this kind of 
food. Welcome Aboard!!

Chocolate Bon Bons 
1 cup margarine, 1 1/2 cup 

chunky peanut butter, 3 1/4 cups 
sifted XXX sugar (confectioners 
sugar), 3 cups crisp rice cereal, 
2 cups semisweet chocolate 
chips, 1/4 bar paraffin.

Combine margarine and pea­
nut butter in sauce pan. Bring 
to a boil over medium heat. Re­
move from heat. Stir in XXX 
sugar and cereal. Melt chocolate 
chips and paraffin in double 
boiler. Shape cereal mixture into 
small balls. Dip into melted 
chocolate, coating completely. 
Place on waxed paper and let 
stand until set.

Yields 36 bon bons.

B r a c k e t t v i l l e
Seniors Apartments
Located a t 6 0 0  W. Spring S tre e t Brackettville, Texas

1 & 2 Bedrooms 
Rent starts at $290 

Rent based on income 
•Energy efficient*

• Central Air & Heat •
• Electric Range*

• Refrigerator* 
•Fully-Carpeted •

• Mini blinds*
• Pest Control •

• Maintenance Service • 
•Washer & Dryer Connections*

Call Gina 
8 3 0 - 5 6 3 - 2 7 0 5  

“Come Live With Us“

TDD
1-800-RELAY 

1-800-545-5277 TT/ TTY ) 
1-800-RELAY 

1-800-942-5277 (VOICE)

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

MAC-RE, LLC
"Professional Management*

“Th is  institution is an equal opportunity provider”

MANDKAPPFD 
UNITS AVAILABLE

Beta Sigma Phi host rush party
Preceptor Theta Sigma Chap­

ter of Beta Sigma Phi hosted a 
party for prospective members 
on Monday, Jan. 3rd, at the 
home of Louise Plughoeft, with 
eight members and six guests 
present.
' Members introduced their 
guests, who were Betty Lee, Bar­
bara M iller, Pat Callnan, 
Charlene Simmons, Mary 
Hermanson and Connie Jo 
Taravella.

All present were then treated 
to a delicious meal of spaghetti 
casserole, bread, salad, relishes, 
with tea and coffee and mini 
cream puffs for dessert.

President Mylo Unruh con­
ducted a short business meeting.

Sisters and their spouses and/ 
or guests will attend the Old 
Quarry Society Dinner Theater 
on Jan. 29.

Louise read a delightful poem 
about membership and Arlys 
Simpson read a poem about be­

ing a good leader and follower.
Members discussed for our 

guests the purpose of Beta Sigma 
Phi, which is primarily a social 
organization.

We do service projects be­
cause we want to but the main 
focus of the organization is 
friendship.

Beta Sigma Phi was created 
by Walter Ross in Abilene, Kan­
sas, so his wife and her friends 
could have a cultural and social 
outlet.

Sisters cast their ballots for 
Valentine Sweetheart.

Several sisters shared some 
of their experiences as members 
of Beta Sigma Phi and then our 
guests shared some highlights of 
their lives.

After the closing ritual was 
recited, Louise gave a very in­
teresting program about her 
great grandfather, Capt. Paul 
Nielson.

He was the owner of a schoo­

ner, the Emma L. Nielson, 
named for his wife, which sailed 
the Great Lakes for many years.

It was hit by another ship 
while sailing in the fog and now 
lies at the bottom of Lake 
Hurron.

Divers have discovered the 
schooner still intact and in good 
condition, except for the hole in 
the bow, sustained in the acci­
dent.

Door prizes were won by Jan 
Chism, Betty Lee, Connie 
Taravella and Mary Hermanson.

Our next meeting is a Valen­
tine Party Feb. 7 in the Green 
Room at the Golf Clubhouse.

Spouses will attend.
The March meeting will be 

at the home of Mylo Unruh.
Members present included 

Jan Chism, Luella Gilliland, 
Doraline Keller, Lynn McNew, 
Louise Plughoeft, Arlys 
Simpson, Mylo Unruh and 
Bobbie Waddill.

Children should be screened for lead
A culprit lurks in the dust cre­

ated when some imported vinyl 
miniblinds “break down” in the 
sun. It can show up in tamarind 
candies or leach into food from 
some types of pottery. It can hide 
in the flaking paint on a win­
dowsill, waiting for a small child 
to explore and taste from dirty 
hands, a toy or a pacifier. And 
it can steal a child’s future by 
causing learning disabilities, 
lower IQ scores or other physi­
cal or behavioral problems.

This culprit is lead, and 
young children are particularly 
vulnerable to damage from lead 
because their bodies and brains 
are still developing. The Texas 
Department of Health (TDH) 
estimates that if all Texas chil­
dren ages 1 through 5 were 
tested for lead poisoning, we 
would find 59,300 of them with 
blood-lead level of concern (10- 
19 micrograms of lead per deci­
liter of blood).

“Damage from lead in the 
blood cannot be reversed, but 
treatment is available to stop fur­
ther damage,” said Lisa Collins, 
health educator with the Child­
hood Lead Poisoning Prevention

Program at TDS. “That’s why 
screening and prevention are so 
important.” The screening for 
lead is a simple blood test that 
can be done during a routine visit 
to a health care provider.

“Since lead is a problem in 
both urban and rural parts of the 
state, we encourage parents of 
all children age 6 or under to 
ask their doctors to screen for 
lead,” said Collins. In addition, 
other children should be tested 
if any child in the family tests 
positive for lead exposure or if 
a member of the household 
works with lead.

Some of the most common 
symptoms of lead poisonings are

irritab ility , abdominal and 
muscle pain, anemia, diarrhea or 
constipation. Severe cases can 
result in seizures, nerve damage 
or coma. Unfortunately, the cul­
prit often is silent.

“It is important to realize that 
children can be lead poisoned 
without showing any symp­
toms,” says Collins. “The only 
way to know for sure is to have 
a blood-lead test.” Some vinyl 
m iniblinds im ported from 
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Mexico or Indonesia are com­
mon sources of lead in the home.

The only way to determine 
lead content of vinyl miniblinds 
is by conducting expensive tests.

i f )

CARPET CO
3804 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78842

Free Estimates

Bus. Ph. (830) 775-1558

If you've been missing out on important moments and conversations 
with family and friends, it's time for a fresh start,

Beltons makes it easy for you to re-connect withi 
0  FREE Hearing Screenings for you and your family 
0  FREE Video Ear inspections and 
0  FREE Digital Demonstrations

Or, if you currently wear hearing instruments that aren’t 
performing as well as they should be, stop in for a FREE 
dean and check, We’li also give you a FREE pack of Beltone batteries

Make the most of your New Year.
Call Beltone today to set up your no obligation appointment.

wBeltone
Helping the world hear better

SAVE $500
on a Beltone 0 or Edge 

Hearing Aid system
Save $250 on a single instrument.

Expires January 31,200$

* Beltone
Helping the w orld hear better

Batte
SALP

All Batteries xk  o ff during January.
Limit JO pkg. per customer.

Expires January 3I.2005

0 %  F in a n c in g  A v a ila b le  to  q u a lif ie d  p a tie n ts !

%Beltone
(830) 278-8500 • 1-800-451-6241

vary by type 4 os! degree* he* rtrtf toss, rwfce envPwmer*. accuracy at be*rir>? todon and pnwerBt &HX* adorne Oectwhta Cörpsfatfan

BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER
2018 E. MAIN • UVALDE .TEXAS 78801

I
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$6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM (830) 563-2852
Archie’s Landscaping

and
Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional 
Free Estimates

Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

5 6 3 -5 1 0 2

Archie and J ill Woodson

OiRECWAY
Broadband that's out of this world®

High speed internet service via - satellite

ANGELBREEZE SERVICES

call: 830-591-0108
I www.angeibreezesatellite.com

108 S. Getty 
Uvalde, TX 78801

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 
Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/ 

Insurance

(830)2784426
Se Habla Espanol

Lawnm owerm an
SnuzU Sttqitte TR.efMOi & Sew tce

° Leaf Raking »Tree Trimming «Tractor Work
• Yard Cleaning •  Lawn Maintenance • Handyman Services

Qualltiy Work 
Free Estimates

DEL TEX RV & AUTO 
REPAIR CENTER

Thank You Fort Clark & 
Brackettville for your business

S T ” *— *a>  s“x
4220 Highway 90 West •  HCR 3, Box 89 

Del Rio, Texas 78840 •  (830) 775-9715 
Jack and Barbara Plyler

__________

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply
Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876 
101 East Spring Street P.O. Box 976 

Brackettville, TX 78832

General Hardware Stock Medicines 
Pipes & Fencing Ranch Supplies 
Paint Ammunition

Phone 830-563-2528

Mon - Sat 
10 am - 9 pm

Case Discounts 
Special Orders

WIRK

Convenient Location on HW Y 90  
8 3 0 -5 6 3 -9 0 3 0

Pete A. Bishop, Owner 
Del Rio, TX 78840 

Home: (830) 768-3055 
Pager: (830) 768-5185

Call - Dominic A. Palma 
(Former Air Force Sgt. 

LAFB) at:

DEL m  RIO
LINCOLN ÑS)

Ask about Military Discounts up to $750 in 
addition to all rebates & other discounts. 

2700 HWY 90 West, Del Rio TX 
(830) 775-7481 •  1-800-548-7481

Pioneer Concepts, L.P.
Mike Bizzell

Owner/General Contractor

Custom Steel Fabrication 
Commercial and Residential Construction

604 E. Military Hwy. Office: 830-563-3260 
P.O. Box 1495
Brackettville, TX 78832 Fax: 830-563-2999

Clinic Pharm acy
M-F 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. to  5:30 p.m.

We handle m ost mt^j/or 
Insurance Cards

5 6 3 - 9 3 3 4  2 0 1  J a m e s  S t .  

P h arm ac ist: B.E. S w e e t

Cheap Cheap Cheap.

PROPANE
PICO PETROLEUM
308 SOUTH GROVE 
UVALDE, TX, 78801 ^

2 7 8 - 5 6 8 1 ^ i # i
Free delivery to Brackettville

DudenSt
DudovPLLC P I

Attom& s andCounsetots atLaw
Business Law  Wills Bankruptcy

& Real Estate Law  Probate
Trusts

U valde, T ex as  (830) 278-2550
N ot certified by the Texas Board o f legal Spedafizadon

LENNOX’
HflMf COVFOttt SYSilMi

LENNOX
ttOMi COVFAKt SViltMA

M l! 7. A
,Inc.

I* Sales •  Service •  Installation 
Residential & Commercial

100% FINANCING
WITH CREDIT APPROVAL all 

Major Credit Cards Accepted

REFRIGERATION. HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

1509 E. 7th Suite A 
(Del Rio, Texas

150 mile radius service area
7 7 5 -8 8 9 6

SEW  WHAT?
S ta c e y  Custom Embroidery
Ashabranner p.o. Box 917 

Phone: 830-563-9006 
Brackettville, Texas 78832 

E-mail: ashent@ m edinaec.com  
Custom Designs on clothes, 

caps,bags,linens bedding,etc. 
No order too big or too small! 

Unique Gifts! You tell us. 
W e’ll Sew What?

C ountry 5 tyle 
H air & Nail  5alo n

104 E. Spring St.

W a i l - i n ’s W e lc o m e  

S e n io r  C it iz e n  D is c o u n t  o n  T u e s .  

Tues. - Fri. 9-6 
Sat. 10-5

Owner: Nyshe Luce 
563-2743

CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC

Dr. Kent Low ery, D.C. 
830- 563-6249 
830- 765-4917

Located next to  the Chevron on 
H w y 90 in Brackettville, Texas. 

Now accepting major insurances.

jï.W . Equipment, L.L.C.
Heavy Equipment Sales

3 Miles East on Hwy. 90
P.O. Box 1445

Brackettville, TX 78832
I TIM WARD E-MAIL:
Off. 830-563-9965
Res. 830-563-2009 c tw ard @ h ilco n e t.co m  

I Fax 830-563-2675 w w w .tw equipm ent.net

Bruce Drilling and Services 
Pumps Tanks Wells

Specializing in 
Turn Key Installation of 

trouble free water systems
830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.

Texas Water Well Lie. tt 2444WPKL

"Two Winning Teams, The Cowboys & ..."
ANGEL BREEZE SERVICES 

(830)
591 -0 1 08

S X LU te  
JWBIJ1i n i

★ Suite A , 
U valde, TX

DIRECTV.

eawBBTs 108 South G etty,

I

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE

ROADRUNNER ENERGY*
Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-543-2630

4M Dozer Service
Dozers Roll Chopping

Motorgraders Shredding
Baekhoes Plowing/Planting

Mitch Frerich 
(830)563-3005 HM 
(830)563-5240 mobile

Mark Frerich 
(830)563-2075 HM 
(830)563-5846 mobile

‘■'"’ Kinney County Wool & M ohair Vv 
The R ancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store 

■"Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* H ardw are * Lum ber *

Check And Compare Our Competitive 
Prices

Brackettville, TX 830-563-2471
Mon.-Fri. p.0 . Box 1010
o 2.m.-j p.m. ... n 0
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon W' Sprlng St' V <

P e r s o n a l i z e d  C a l e n d a r s

Full Color Copies From Your Snapshots 
12 picture $30.00 •  3 or more $25.00 ea.

1 picture $5.00
Add special occasions such as birthdays, anniversary, 

etc. for only ,50c per entry for the 1“ calendar. 
Order early for the holidays.

S e  h a b l a  e s p a n o l

Copies To Go...
2400 Veterans Blvd. Suite 8 • Del Rio, TX 78840 

830-775-1121 .  Fax 830-775-2351

£
C R O SSW O R D  PUZZLE

ACROSS
1 Skin 

problem
5 Lessen
to  Fisher- 

man’s 
catch

14 Hipbones
15 Shows 

boldness
18 Singer
17 InttTiidallon
18 Means**
19 Even
20 Moderates
22 Bogs
24 Cadiz cheer
25 Punitive
26 Sewing 

basket 
article

20 Pa Cart­
wrights 
youngest

30 Kid
34 Alert
35 Stupid 

person
36 Not 

uniform
37 History 

hook 
dnrialon

36 Made o! a 
smooth- 
barked

wood
40 Equip
41 OrQsm} 

compounds
43 Underground 

discovery
44 Tierney or 

Rayburn
45 Minute
46 Consonarrts
47 23 bown's 

domain
46 Item iqft 

tali eor.tor- 
riaoe...

50 Prefix for 
coMBnt or 
«unction

51 Portion
54 Members

Of the 
service

5BNew*«rt(c)o
59 Sharp 

growth
61 H*ip, when 

you
shouldrt'1

62 Scottish 
language

63 Of one of 
the senses

64 Goose egg
65 Like a sloth
66 Common­

place; dut

67 Scatters 
hay 

SOWN:
1 Separabon
2 Direction 

bar 54 
Across

3 Thaiand, 
once

4 Pfero'ng 
weapon

5 Worship
6 Grocery 

containers ...
7 Timetable

abbi.
8 Portable 

stregar: ver.
»German

city
tO Fighter
ft 1 cannot 

t e l l e r
12 Bril, money
13 Tutta
21 Part of a 

butiding.
23 Evil one
25 Theater 

purchase
26 Winsome
27 Spkt a 

aenierwe
26 Preach
29 Jolt
31 Broadcast

32 Parisian 
river

33 Margins 
35 Family

member 
35 Enpksh 

iolter
38 _  Canyon 

National 
Park 

3® Tarts 
periods: 
abbr,

42 Made 
Srrito law 

44 Nobte
46 U.5.

pra aidant
47 Yokohama 

yes
49 Like bar 

boor
50 Macsno
51 U**rus, 

for one
52 River in 

Spain
53 Go higher
54 Fern «las
55 Double-reed 
SSSpsa
3?  Holy miles. 
60 Spanish 

gofd

ROARING TWENTIES
In the grid biftw, twenty words con be found that lit the category for 
today. Cksks each word drat, you find and Bst k tn the space pro­
vided et Ihe fight et the grid. Words can be Sound In ak rtractrccw-- 
forwards, backwards, bpnjamaly. .ertfceky and diagonaly. An 
«xampta «  often to gai you started. Can you km  todays 2b weeds?

Today's Category: FOREIGN CAPITALS

B Y X C P T O K Y O X L
D R c A I R o H G D 3 O
A W A T T O A G H O N

C Q o s L 0 H G U O G D
D U B L I H G S U M O O
I 1 A D H L S C C 1©T N
8 T 1 G J E I B H G A G
O O F H L J N A D » N H
FI S O S M H V D E 8 N G
1 G 3 1 n A P R K 0 E V
A H D X N J N O 8 S 1 L
N C H A N O 1 B X c V M:

i . Rome
3 .
4 .
5 . ñ. 
7 .
e .
9 ,

1 0 .
11 .
12 .
13.
14.
15 .
16.
1 7 ,
1 8 .
19 .
2 0 ,

I 2 3 U
1

T ~ « 7 8 5
1

”
h 12 13

14 I 1S

“
17 18 r
»

■
22 23

24

■26 27 28
_
■ »

■ ”
31 12 S3

34 ■ "
37 ■ ”

33 ■ -
41 42

■■ *4S

* ■
44 49

■Ü “
51 M S3

*
SS SS 57

sa

1

59 SO

1
"

«

“ “
65 _ .

B I R T H D A Y
Jan. 7 ..... Jose A. Cabello Jan. 9 ............. Stan Somers
Jan. 7 ..... Juan M. Flores Jan. 10.............Monico Cole
Jan. 7 ........Michael Garcia
Jan. 7 ............ John Osborn

Jan. 10................ Jose Cole
Jan. 10......Monica Falcon

Jan. 9 ............ Linda Barrett Jan. 1 0 ... .. .......Milo White
Jan. 9 . . .Xavier R. Herrera Jan. 11........Hawkins Huey

Jan. 11........Jean Somers

B a â rio fl-T w e n to  Solution:
I.B e m 11. Nairobi

2, Bogota 12, O slo

3. Brasilia 13. Ottawa

4. Brussels 14. Paris

5. Cairo IS. Prague

6. Dublin 16. Quito

7. Hanoi 17. Rome

8, Havana 18. Sofia

9. Lisbon 19. Tokyo

!0,London 20. Vienna

b y  C h arle s  C o o p e r

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Although a close 
friend is having problems, 
you don’t have to take them 
to heart. You want to help, but 
you can’t interfere. Stay out 
of this one.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) It’s a good time for 
some introspection. Establish­
ing new goals and implement­
ing plans is favored. Later, 
you focus on friends and fam­
ily.

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) You're on the horns of a 
personal dilemma this week. 
Unfortunately, this affects 
your concentration at work. 
Try to keep the two separate.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) It's a good time to take 
stock of where you're going 
career-wise. Now is the time 
to make any changes, or not, 
as you deem fit. Later in the 
week, a family member needs 
some reassurance from you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Winter close-out sales 
have you tempted. However, 
your budget isn't up to it af­
ter the holidays. Resist temp­
tation!

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) You don’t have to go it 
alone at home. Enlist the co­
operation of family members. 
Together, you accomplish a 
lot more.

(c) 2 0 0 4  DBR Media, Inc.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) It's a good week to tap into 
your creativity. Those with 
literary talents in particular 
find their muse. Over the 
weekend, take a much-needed 
break.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep­
tember 22) Advice on a work 
matter comes from an unex­
pected source. However, 
you're wise to listen closely. 
Later in the week, someone 
close to you is moody.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) You're a bit sen­
sitive this week. However, do 
be careful. No one is being 
intentionally insulting, and 
you're overreacting.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) You're still in 
a partying mood this week. 
However, it’s time to roll up 
your sleeves. Tackle the most 
difficult assignments first.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem­
ber 22 to December 21) Avoid 
a tendency to get in over your 
head with a new business deal. 
Only agree to do what you 
know you can accomplish. 
This way, no one winds up 
being disappointed.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) You need 
some rest after the whirlwind 
of the holiday season. If pos­
sible, schedule some down 
time for yourself. This week­
end, pay attention to relation­
ship concerns.

http://www.angeibreezesatellite.com
mailto:ashent@medinaec.com
mailto:ctward@hilconet.com
http://www.twequipment.net
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Jesus was there all the time
Over several weeks of coun­

seling Josie was able to face the 
issue of having been raped as a 
child.

With Dr. Hardt’s help she 
came to understand that she 
would always have the memo­
ries but with God’s help and the 
healing power of the Holy 
Spirit, she was looking forward 
instead of backward.

She had even been able to 
forgive the person who had vio­
lated her.

Still, she needed answers to 
some pressing questions. Josie 
sat silently, thinking to herself. 
Dr. Hardt was patient. Finally 
he said, “Josie, I’ve learned 
when you’re silent and have that 
look in your eyes, you’re see­
ing something far, far away, your 
mind’s on something important.

Want to talk about it?”
“Dr. Hardt, sometimes I think 

you can read my mind!” Josie 
laughed.

“No, I don’t read minds but 
I’ve learned to know when you 
have something important you 
need to talk about.” He smiled. 
“And it’s good to see you more 
relaxed when you’re thinking 
about some of your major is­
sues.”

Josie looked into Dr. Hardt’s 
eyes. She saw understanding and 
patience. “Why,” she said hesi­
tantly. “Why didn’t I tell my 
parents when it was happening? 
Then it would have stopped!”

“You have the answer to that, 
Josie.” Dr. Hardt replied.

Josie was thoughtful. “You 
know,” she began. “My family 
are so strong in their Christian

Empowering
Families

Dr. Donald 
Smith

faith. They probably would 
never think something like that 
could happen to one of their 
own children.”

“That’s true Josie. You’re on 
the right track.” Dr. Hardt said.

Josie continued. “I guess it 
was hard for me as a nine-year- 
old little girl to believe my mom 
and dad would still love me af­
ter what happened. ”

“Why do you think you 
thought that Josie?” Dr. Hardt 
asked.

Josie paused for a few mo­
ments. “Because I felt guilty and 
ugly and dirty.” Tears filled her 
eyes. “ I felt like my parents 
would reject me if they knew. 
He told me nobody would be­
lieve me.”

“So you bore that awful se­
cret all alone?” Dr. Hardt 
asked.Josie smiled through her 
tears. “I know now,” she said. 
“That I wasn’t really alone. Jesus 
was there all the time reaching 
out to m e.” She lowered her 
head. “But I didn’t take his hand. 
I could have, but didn’t.” (To 
be continued)

■  Editor’s Note: This column 
is brought to you by the St. 
Henry deOsso Family Project 
working in Brackettville to 
strengthen family, faith and edu­
cation.

Preaching the Gospel silently
Silence isn’t golden when you 

have a hearing loss. It’s a diffi­
cult thing working with a hear­
ing impairment -  I have substan­
tial loss of hearing on one side. 
I cannot imagine a world of 
nearly total silence (although 
after spending two weeks with 
my active children, I can cer­
tainly try to imagine it!) The last 
few weeks I’ve spent a lot of time 
with my friend, David Gilland. 
David can’t hear, so he speaks 
in American Sign Language and 
sometimes uses paper and pen 
to communicate.

One of the great things about 
ASL is that it is a visible lan­
guage. You can “see” what is 
being said if you look closely 
and have a little understanding 
of the rules of grammar. Differ­
ent parts of the head are used to 
mark masculine and feminine. 
Numbers are counted on the fin­
gers.

A “manual alphabet” bridges

the gap between common signs 
and formal names.

David and I have developed 
a relationship through mutual 
patience and a desire to under­
stand each other. My ASL sign­
ing skills are poor but improv­
ing. David coaches me and I 
have a dictionary that helps. 
Still, getting the gist of David’s 
messages sometimes eludes me. 
At times, when I am interpret­
ing for him, the beauty and elo­
quence of his speech can’t be 
explained to someone who 
doesn’t sign. David’s humor, 
deep emotions, passion, and pa­
tience in the face of adversity 
can’t be translated -  it has to be 
seen and experienced.

Interpreting comes naturally 
to me. Preachers interpret and 
explain the meanings of words 
written centuries ago in lan­
guage and culture.

I recognize the frustration I 
face with helping David commu-

First United 
Methodist 

Church

Rev;. Roger 
Baker

nicate as the same frustration I 
undergo every Sunday -  at­
tempting to relate an important 
message that must be experi­
enced to be appreciated. Too 
often I become focused on a 
single word or phrase and can­
not communicate the full beauty 
of the message. When I fail, 
those waiting for the message get 
short-changed.

In the life of the Christian, 
we have opportunities to testify 
to our faith in the Gospel every 
day. We can let others “experi­
ence” the Gospel of Jesus. We 
demonstrate what we believe 
more by what we do than by

OBITUARY

Paul Francis Shepard Which fire
Paul Francis Shepard, 76, of 

Fort Clark Springs', .passed away, 
on Friday, Dec. 31, 2004 after 
a year long battle with cancer. 
Paul was born on May 4, 1928 
in Boston Massachusetts to Mary 
D. Kearns.

Paul served his country with 
pride, first with the Merchant 
Marines and then with the Ma­
rine Corps.

In 1956, Paul joined theU.S. 
Border Patrol and was stationed 
in Douglas Arizona and Wolf 
Point Montana.

He transferred to the U. S. 
Immigration Service in 1965 to 
Chicago Illinois and later to 
Burlington Vermont where he 
retired.

Paul was rehired back by the 
U.S. Government in 1985 with 
the amnesty program. His final 
position was lead Fire Arms In­
structor in Artesia New Mexico 
ending his career in 2002.

On Nov. 23, 1946, Paul mar­
ried Wilma Schipper and to­
gether they have six children. 
On June 3, 1994, Paul married 
Rosa M. Villarreal in Vermillion 
South Dakota.

Paul is survived by his wife, 
Rosa, his ‘brother’ Larry Dodge, 
his children Paula (Tony) 
Russano of Morris Illinois,

Mary (Bill) Womack of Wilcox 
Arizona)-Dan. (Laurie) Shepard 
of International Falls Minne­
sota, Tom (Sharon) Shepard of 
Lake Holiday Illinois, Joan 
(Jim) Hanneman of West Bend 
Wisconsin and Kathy (Steve) 
Ploof of Whitehead Indiana. 
Rosa’s three sons, Lawrence 
(Michelle) Moreno of Hutto 
Texas, Christopher (Lilliana) 
Moreno of Oahu Hawaii and, 
Antonio (Monalisa) Moreno of 
Taylor, Texas.

Paul is further survived by 
his grandchildren, Bruce, 
Michael, T.J., Annie, Paula, 
Adam, Bubs, Phillip, Jennifer, 
Jami, Boomer, Shannon, and 
nine great grandchildren.

Paul is also survived by many 
close friends that he has met in 
his travels and journey through 
life.

Paul was a very learned and 
self educated man that had a 
great exuberance for life.

He loved reading and spend­
ing time with his friends and fam­
ily.

Paul has lived in many states 
and visited almost every state in 
the union in his many travels.

Cremation services already 
took place with a memorial ser­
vice to be held at a later date.

I saw the New Year arrive in 
a most unusual way.

I was on a special trip to de­
liver some clothes and food to 
needy people in a foreign coun­
try. The needs are so great, a 
large amount of poverty, little 
housing and bad water.

New Years is a big event in 
their country and almost every­
one celebrates.

The traditional way is to go 
outdoors and stand around a 
wood fire.

That night I was invited to a 
Church service with some Chris­
tian friends and as we drove on 
the bumpy roads, I saw many 
people standing around wood 
fires getting drunk.

Some were already stagger­
ing down the streets. Most of the 
men in that large city would cel­
ebrate the New Year that way.

The Church service was won­
derful with lots of music and a 
time of sharing of testimonies. 
Several people accepted Christ

Jerry
Davenport

Brother
J.

Elena Talamantez
na Talamantez, age 92, 
away Dec. 30, 2004 in 

:gas, Nev. She was bom 
18, 1912 in Christoval, 

She was a devoted wife 
r, grandmother, great- 
nother and great-great-

dedicated her life to her 
ind friends. Her love for 
istained her throughout 
She was an unsung hero! 
is preceded in death by 
usband Gregorio C. 
ntez; parents Samuel and 
icia Sevier.
is survived by her daugh- 
tlema Freeman; Andrea 
is; Sylvia Skipper; 
icia Freeman. Sons Juan 
ntez and wife Mary Jane, 
Talamantez, Richard 

jntez and wife Lydia; 
n Talamantez and wife 
tie had 150 grandchildren 

great-grandchildren 15 
reat-grandchildren
tation will be today until 

Sunset Memorial Oaks 
Brackettville, Texas. A 

will be recited at 7 p.m. 
lass of Christian burial is

Friday, 11 
a.m . at St. 
M a r y  
M ag d a le n e  
C a t h o l i c  
Church. Inter­
ment will fol­
low at Kinney 

County Cemetery.
Funeral arrangements are en­

trusted to Sunset Memorial Oaks 
Funeral Home Del Rio.

MONUM ENTS
C u s to m  D e s ig n s *  
• V a s e s  • S t a t u e s

N o n e  to o  s m e l l  
o r  too le rg e

P rice  u s last and  w e w ill 
b eat th e  others! See ou r d isp lay  

at D el R io  F u n era l H om e  
or ca ll 1 -8 0 0 -8 9 9 -3 8 9 2

GIVE HER WHAT SHE REALLY WANTS
Comprehensive Professional Skin Care

Mini Peels - Microdermabrasion - Dermaplaning - Chemical Peels - Acne Treatment 
Tattoo & Scar Reduction - Laser Hair Removal

Permanent Laser Hair Reduction
Face, Underarms, Chest, Back, Bikini line, Legs

•  Ladies moustache starting as low as $29.95 per treatment. Package of 5 laser 
moustache treatments only $99.95.

•  Consult - no charge
•  Holiday Gift Certificates

Open Saturday, Sunday & Monday
Texas Southwest Medical Aethetics Clinique 

524 East Nopal, Uvalde, Texas
830.486 .9582 deanblount@ sbcglobal.net -,

_________________Dean Blount RN, MSN, FNP, CEN Isaac Sosa MD - Medical_Director__________________________________________

% = *

Jesus, M y Redeem er
Oh that my words were now 

written! Oh that they were 
printed in a book!

That they were graven with 
an iron pen and lead in the 
rock forever!

For I know that my re­
deemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the 
earth. Job 19:23-25

St. John’s 
Missionary 

Church

Rev. Bill 
Adams Sr.

His name 
Praise God!

is Jesus. Glory!

Corner of Fort 
and Henderson

j St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Sunday School: 10:10 AM 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 :oo AM 
Wednesday Healing Service: 12:10 PM

Wednesday Study Series:7 :oo PM 
The Purpose Driven Life

Reverend Nathan Lafrenz 563-9607

what we say. Those who provide 
food and clothes for the poor 
clearly love the poor and find 
value in assisting them.

Those who visit the sick take 
Christ’s commandments to visit 
the sick seriously., A remark at­
tributed to Saint Frances of 
Assisi is usually translated, 
“Preach the Gospel at all times; 
when necessary, use words.” I 
think maybe Frances was on to 
something. Maybe being a 
Christian is a visible language, 
too.

At First United Methodist 
Church, we’re learning every­
day to live the commandments 
of Jesus Christ.

Join us for Sunday school at 
9:30 and hear as we discuss the 
Christian life in real terms. Stay 
for worship at 10:45 and share 
with us your prayer concerns 
and your joys. We’ll offer you 
the Gospel -  and if you need it, 
we’ll turn up the volume, too.

Come to the Frontier
A Bible Based New Testament Church 
9:45 am Bible Study/Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service 
6:00 pm Sunday Night at the Movies.
7:00 pm Wednesday Night Service 

Nursery Provided 
Pastor: Ned Sitzes 

Frontier Baptist Church (SBC) Corner of Ann & El Paso

as their Lord and Savior, (John 
1:12), others asked for prayer, 
(Psalm 120:1).

It was really a rededication 
and praise service. After the ser­
vice we went and stood around 
a wood fire and ate the food that 
the ladies brought.

It made me realize that in life 
there only two places, we are ei­
ther with God, (Psalm 119:30- 
32,119:173, Matthew 12:30, 
Philippians 3:20) or against God 
(Isaiah 65:12, Philippians 
3:18,19).

It just depends on which fire 
we are standing around. It’s our 
choice, (Revelation 3:20). See 
you in Church next Sunday.

Welcome! 
Church of Christ

808 N. Ann 563-2616
Sunday AM, 9:30 Classes 

& 10:30 Worship 
Wednesday PM 6:30 Classes 

Minister: Ray Melton

fairst (Jnited Methodist Church
109 James St - Next to the Clinic 

Sunday School 9 AM - Worship 10:45 
Staffed Nursery Every Sunday

Completely Wheelchair Accessible, 
Hearing Assistance Devices Available

open hearts, open minds, open doors.

First Baptist Church (SBC)
Comer of Ann and Veltman Phone: 5 6 3 - 2 2 4 5  

Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
W orship Service -10 :45  a.m. 

Adult/Youth/Children Discipleship Training 6 p.m. 
Evening Service 7 p.m.

W ednesdays 7 p.m. Bible Study 

Pastor Darin Koenig

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

Corner of Fort & Henderson
Sunday: Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:10 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Healing Service Wednesday 12:10 - 12:50 p.m. 

Email: w w w . ourredeemerlutheran. org

PASTOR NATHAN LAFRENZ 563-9607

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

State of the Art 
Laser Therapy

•  Cataract Surgery with lens implant
•  Diabetic Eye Disease
•  Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
•  Laser Surgery in the Office
•  Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
•  Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511 
or 830-278-2020
927 East Main Street 

Uvalde, Texas

A

mailto:deanblount@sbcglobal.net
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AUTOMOBILES
AAA RATED DONATION. Do­
nate your car, boat or real estate. 
IRS tax deductible. Free pick-up/ 
tow any model/condltlon. Help 
underprivileged children, 1-800- 
598-9211, Outreachcenter.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending 
machines in 30 locations - 
$9,995. Call now! 1-800-836- 
3464, 1.800.VENDING.

EARN UP TO $600 weekly help­
ing the government part-time. No 
experience. A lot of opportuni­
ties. E. G. Solutions, 1-800- 
493-3688, Code R-37. Invest­
ment required.

DRIVERS WANTED
$1,000.00 SIGN-ON BONUS
until January 14th. Enjoy your 
home time and families during 
this holiday season. We offer 
$500 orientation pay for com­
pany drivers and great miles. 
Owner/Operators receive free 
base plates and permits with 
$2000 incentives and 1000 
mile average length of haul. 
When you're ready to run, call 
us at Roberson, 1-800-767- 
7109.

ADVANCE YOUR DRIVING ca­
reer! Increase in pay package. 
C on tracto rs and company 
needed. Flatbed - refrigerated - 
tanker. Over-the-road, some re­
gional. Commercial Driver's Li­
cense tra in ing . 1 -800-771- 
6318, www.primeinc.com.

CFI NOW PROVIDING XM sat­
ellite radio! OTR company driv­
ers and Owner/Operators needed. 
Excellent company and benefits. 
Solos and teams apply today! 1 - 
800-CFI-DRIVE (1-800-234- 
3748) or www.cfidrive.com.

DRIVE RS/A/CDL FLATBED 
DRIVERS, $50,000 yearly po­
tential. High weekly miles, one 
year T/T experience. SMX, 1- 
800 -2 47 -8 0 40 , w w w .sm xc 
.com.

DRIVERS- BANK ON IT! All the
miles you want! Many regional 
run options, new big pay in­
creases. Low cost CDL training. 
Sw ift Transportation, 1-800- 
231-5209, www.SwiftTrucking 
Jobs.com.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANS­
PORT. Excellent pay and benefits 
for experienced drivers, Owner/ 
Operators, solos, teams and 
graduate students. Bonuses paid 
weekly. Equal Opportunity Em­
ployer. Call 1-888-MORE PAY 
(1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS WANTED
DRIVERS: EARN ESTIMATED
$100,000 yearly. Team Drivers 
only. Home time and insurance. 
No Touch freight. 2 years expe­
rience. Herring Trucking, 1-888- 
353-7713.

DRIVERS HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
$4,000 sign-on one year OTR 
experience/Class A/CDL. $500 
on 2nd paycheck, $500 after 
10,000 miles then .03 cpm for 
100,000! 1-800-569-9232.

DRIVER - MAKE MORE $$$ in
2005 with our new pay raise! 
Got one year of over-the-road 
experience? Make $52,000! Got 
more experience? Make even 
more! Heartland Express, 1-800- 
441-4953.

DRIVERS - NEW PAY Package- 
More freight - less sitting! Com­
pany drivers OTR and regional 
freight, Class A/CDL/HazMat. 
Clean MVR. Call Bob/Wendy, 1- 
800-666-0380, NFI Industries.

DRIVERS: OWNER/OPERA­
TORS or company, Owner/Op­
erators .96 cpm. Company driv­
ers earn up to .37 cpm. Full ben­
efits. Two year OTR experience 
required. Call Tango Transport, 
1-877-826-4605.

EMPLOYMENT

THE FOLLOWING POSITION is
open at BISD: Full-time Custo- 
dian/Supervisor. Application pro­
cedure: Applications/Job De­
scriptions can be picked up at the 
Brackett ISD, Central Office, 400 
Ann Street, or request by mail, 
Brackett ISD, PO Box 586, 
Brackettville, TX 78832. For in­
formation call Central Office at 
(830) 563-2491, fax (830) 
563-9264. Applications ac­
cepted until position filled. Direct 
inquires to Bobby Templeton, 
Superin tendent, bobbyt@  
brackett.kl 2.tx.us. Brackett ISD 
is an equal opportunity employer.

THE KINNEY COUNTY Road and 
Bridge Department is currently 
accepting applications for the 
position of Equipment Operator. 
Employment applications and 
position description may be ob­
tained from the Office of the 
County Judge. Interviews will be 
conducted by the Road and 
Bridge Supervisor and will con­
tinue until such time as a final 
selection for such position is 
made. Completed applications 
may be hand delivered or mailed 
to the following location/ad- 
dress: Robert Salmon, Supervi­
sor, Kinney County Road & 
Bridge Dept., 300 Louise St., PO 
Box 1219, Brackettville, TX 
78832-1219. Kinney County is 
an equal opportunity employer.

EMPLOYMENT
ADVERTISING SALES - TERRI­
TORY Manager. Restaurant 
placed display ads. High com­
mission, paid weekly. Experience 
required. Car/cell phone allow­
ance. Some leads provided. 1- 
800-576-5093. Table Topics, 
Inc.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID
training for a high paying career. 
Aviation Maintenance. FAA pre­
dicts severe shortage. Financial 
aid, job placement assistance, 1- 
888-349-5387, AIM, 6 loca­
tions.

NATIONAL PUBLISHING COM­
PANY looking for sales represen­
tative in Texas. Willing to travel 
Monday - Friday. Commission 
position. Company average pays 
$720 per week. Call Brecht-Pa­
cific, 1 -800-225-6368, Ext. 
333.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH LOANS UP to $1000.00. 
No credit check! Cash in your 
checking account w ithin  24 
hours. Go to www.paycheck 
today.com or call 1-866-756- 
0600.

$$$$$ GET CASH NOW We
buy structured settlements and 
insurance annuities. Call Struc­
tured Asset Funding NOW!!!! 1- 
877-966-8669.

FOR SALE

1995 SATURN STATION
wagon, auto, a/c, AM/FM radio 
and cassette player, 86M - low 
mileage - ready to tow with all 
the trimmings. $3500. 830- 
563-2563.

3/2 (14X70) MH, Rock skirt­
ing, large carport - workshop, 
fenced back yard - maintenance 
free yard - washer/dryer, range, 
dishwasher. $22,000. 563- 
2726.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana 
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/ 
Weekends, Complimentary fa­
cials, products, etc. www .mary 
kay.com/aflurry.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV system 
includes standard installation! 3 
months FREE HBO and Cinemax! 
Access to over 225 channels! 
Limited time offer. S&H. Restric­
tions apply. 1-800-264-3458.

HOME BUILDER

BUILD YOUR NEW HOME in
2005! 100% financing with $0 
down. 2, 3 & 4 BR homes from 
the $60's. United-Bilt Homes - 
More than a builder. 1 -888-756- 
2522, www.ubh.com.

O ’Rourke Realty
Paul & Elsa O’Rourke

* (830) 563-2713 *
FOR SALE - Historical home 
on Colony Row - 3 bed, 2 
baths, 3 fireplaces, fenced 
yard. $70,000.

C om pact 3 bed, 1 bath 
townhouse will sell or rent.

3 bed, 2 baths, playroom, 
large workshop, fenced and 
on 2 lo ts . R educed to  
$60,000.

7 lo ts  on Spring S treet. 
$29,000.

3 lo ts  beh ind  A m is ta d  
Lodge, Del Rio.

orourke@the-i.net
www .orourkerealty.net

INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING

EARN YOUR DEGREE - Online 
from home. Business, paralegal, 
computers, netw orking and 
more. Financial aid available, job 
placement assistance and com­
puters provided. Call free 1-866- 
858-2121, Tidewater Tech.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA at
home. 6-8 weeks. Low tuition. 
Easy payment plan. For free bro­
chure, call Benjamin Franklin 
High School, 1-800-264-8330, 
www.diplomafromhome.com.

HOME INSPECTION TRAINING
5 day hands-on course. TREC 
approved for 170 hours. Spon­
sorships available. Building 
Specs. 1-800-217-7979, www 
.buildingspecs.com.

REAL ESTATE
292.65 ACRES, ROLLING West 
Texas with good draw at end of 
road. Mule deer, blue quail, dove, 
javelina. $165/acre, owner fi­
nanced with 5% down. 1-830- 
885-4578, w w w.ranchenter 
prisesltd.com.

A BARGAIN. 100 ACRES
$37,900. Trophy whitetails. 
Rolling hills and draws, great 
access. Abundant turkey, quail, 
small game. More available. E-Z 
terms. Texas Land and Ranches, 
1-866-899-5263.

S e e , p e o p l e  d o

R E A D  S M A L L  A D S !

Ken Barnett 
Real Estate

P.O. Box 1035 
103 W. Spring St. 

Brackettville, TX 78832

Unit 36 lo t 39, FCS 2 Br, 1 b t m anufactured housing.
830-563-2446

Unit 3, lot 6 6 ,3  br/2ba, enclosed porch, multi-car carport, storage room - $27,500.00

•  Acreage - 8 0 .0 3  Acres Tract # 3 0 3  Leona Ranch.
•  Unit 15 Ft. Clark Springs: 2 br/2 bath Mobile - Roof cover, Carport Golf Cart Shed

Fully furnished $34 ,50 0 .0 0
•  4 .53  Acres o ff 19 Pepper Lane, Del Rio
•  Unit 1 Lot 146 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba
•  Unit 1 Lot 145 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba
•  Masters Condo #12 0 4  - Carport, all furniture and appliances.
•  Unit 35, Block B, Lot 27-28, Mobile home - 2 br/2bath

_________Have Buyers - Need Listings! Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis

LAS MORAS REALTY 8 3 0 -5 6 3 -2 9 9 7
DEBBIE TRANT / BARBARA VOSS IJ S J i 1 0 4  A-E Spring

LARGE MANUFACTURED HOME w ith  lovely golf course 
setting. 2 ,356 sq.ft. 4BR, 3.5B, FP, deck across front, now 
$89,500!
SPACIOUS TOWNHOME, wonderful setting near creek. 
$52,000 owner wants offer.

RV lot w ith  metal cover, cute apartment w ith  full bath, next 
to greenbelt!
Ranches & small acreage available.

View listings: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.conT__________

Phyllis & Les Meyer 
615 H w y 90 EAST 

Properties 830-563-9911

Historical Homes For Sale on Colony Row in FCS. 
#20 Colony Row in the Historical D istrict

5/4, approx. 3400 SF+ guest house REDUCED!
2 /2 /2  in the Oaks-Spacious home & great price!
900 + ACRES, highly improved, great hunting 
2000 ACRE hi-fenced ranch, Hwy 90 frontage, great deer 
3200 ACRES - Maverick County, live water, improvments 

H u ntin g  R anches Available!
_____________ w w w .Tejas-Properties.com __________________

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL ARCH BUILDINGS!
Genuine SteelMaster Buildings®, 
factory direct at HUGE SAV­
INGS! 20x24, 30x60, 35x50. 
Perfect garage/workshop/barn. 
Call 1-800-341-7007, w w w  
.SteelMasterUSA.com

WANTED

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE, Drop- 
ins welcome. After school care 
available. 563-3355.

Answers,jo Crossword Puzzle

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

EXCHANGE PROGRAM REPRE­
SENTATIVE wanted - rewarding 
volunteer opportunity to work 
with high school exchange stu­
dents. Responsibilities Include 
recruiting host families, supervis­
ing students and working with 
schools. Call Courtney at 
A.S.S.E., 1-800-473-0696.

S e l l  y o u r

U N W A N T E D  

I T E M S  I N 

T H E

C l a s s i f i e d s  !

Texas M edicine examines patient safety
Physicians claim primary responsibilty

Whose responsibility is pa­
tient safety?

While everyone involved can 
certainly help, physicians claim 
primary responsibility and are 
taking action, according to the 
January issue of Texas Medicine 
magazine.

A little more than five years 
since the landmark Institute of 
Medicine report (IOM) indicated 
that patient safety was an ailing 
patient, the latest edition of the 
Texas Medical Association’s of­
ficial publication is devoted en­
tirely to examining the topic.

Individuals from physicians 
to administrators to patients are 
working on solutions.

“There is nothing new about 
the medical profession’s concern 
for patient safety,” John C. 
Jennings, MD, chair, Texas 
Medicine Editorial Board, says 
in the magazine. “Our 
profession’s profession has al­
ways been to provide the best 
possible care and best outcome 
for every patient.”

In fact, medical leaders such 
as the American Medical Asso­
ciation were moving on solu­
tions years before the IOM re­
port, the magazine notes.

“I think the IOM report gave 
it a substantive kick in the fanny 
or push from behind,” Nancy 
W. Dickey, MD, president of 
the Texas A&M University Sys­
tem Health Science Center, tells 
Texas Medicine. “It made head­
lines.

It was no longer an issue sim­
ply talked about by the profes­
sion. It was on the public’s mind 
and lips.”

Texas physicians and hospi­
tals are changing for the better, 
according to Texas Medicine. 
Hospitals are employing system­
atic changes from prohibiting 
certain abbreviations in medical 
charts, to developing standard­
ized care for situations like heart 
attacks and pneum onia, to 
implementing new procedures 
to eliminate wrong-site surger­
ies.

Texas Medicine lists panels of 
health care experts such as the 
National Patient Safety Founda­
tion (NPSF), patient-originated 
advocacy groups, and the Texas 
Patient Safety Alliance - of which 
TMA is a founding partner - that

have been created to promote 
patient safety.

Their tasks include finding 
ways to eliminate errors such as 
surgery on the wrong site, in­
correct medications, or infection 
due to insufficient hygiene.

Part of the focus is on reduc­
ing systematic errors.

Medicine has compared itself 
to other industries like aviation 
to glean what can be beneficial.

Since the subjects are pa­
tients rather than planes, unique 
challenges are present.

Studies are underway to de­
termine whether a “close call” 
reporting system similar to the 
aviation industry’s would be ef­
fective in health care.

As Dr. Jennings notes in the 
magazine, “The basic quality 
assurance and improvement pro­
cesses that have been employed 
elsewhere do apply to the prac­
tice of medicine.”

Some other examples of 
strides Texas physicians and hos­
pitals have taken, according to 
Texas Medicine:

•  Houston’s St. Luke’s Epis­
copal Hospital requires patients 
to wear an identity wristband 
with a bar code on it; medica­
tion labels also bear bar codes. 
Medical staff must match the two 
bar codes prior to giving a pa­
tient his or her medications.

•  Other hospitals and physi­
cians are shifting from paper to 
electronic medical records, 
which the magazine says will 
improve safety by improving 
accuracy, communication, and 
tracking of medical procedures.

•  Texas hospitals use root 
cause analyses of medical errors 
to improve systems rather than 
simply to identify one single hu­
man error. Josie Williams, MD, 
director of the Rural and Com­
munity Health Institute at Texas 
A&M and an NPSF board mem­
ber observes, “You normally 
find three or four events that in 
and of themselves probably are 
minor, but when they come to­
gether allow an error or a catas­
trophe.”

•  TMA, through its 
HeartCare Partnership, devel­
oped an electronic tool to help 
physicians follow evidence- 
based practice guidelines to im­
prove care for post heart-attack

patients.
•  The Travis County Medi­

cal Society established an Ad 
Hoc Wrong Site Wrong Proce­
dure Committee in 2003 to cre­
ate a standard policy for all Aus- 
tin-area facilities to use the same 
pre-surgical markings and pro­
cedures.

•  Dallas’ Parkland Memorial 
Hospital installed a direct “red 
line” telephone system on cer­
tain patient floors, connecting 
the central monitoring system 
and nurses. Each knows that 
when the red line is used, the 
situation requires immediate at­
tention.

Another part of the focus, 
Texas Medicine describes, is on 
patient empowerment and im­
proving physician-patient com­
munication. Ideas range from the 
best ways for physicians to com­
municate complex treatments to 
patients, to the practice of “Sign­
ing Your Site,” in which patients 
and surgeons confer and mark 
the region where surgery is to 
be performed.

Dr. Williams advises, “Be­
come an active participant and 
partner in your health care, 
don’t be a recipient of health 
care. Be an active partner in your 
(health care) team.”

The challenges are many, 
TMA Trustee Michael E. Speer, 
MD, says in the magazine. “The 
reality is that 48 percent of the 
general population in the United 
States has impaired ability to 
understand the written word; 21 
percent cannot understand writ­
ten instructions at the third-grade 
level,” he writes.

TMA physician members re­
ceive two hours of continuing 
medical education credit in eth­
ics for reading the issue and com­
pleting a questionnaire. TMA is 
the only state medical associa­
tion publication in country pro­
viding such a service to its mem­
bers.

TMA is the largest state medi­
cal society in the nation, repre­
senting more than 39,500 phy­
sician and medical student mem­
bers. It is located in Austin and 
has 120 component county 
medical societies around the 
state. TMA’s key objective since 
1853 is to improve the health of 
all Texans.

A re you prepared  for a w orld  
retirement without social security?

At some point in your life, you are going to 
have to think about it. Sooner or later, you will 
have to face it. Can you honestly say that you are 
prepared for retirement? If not, you are not alone.

More than 66 million Americans haven’t saved 
as much as a nickel for their retirement. With 
baby boomers set to retire in droves in the next 
few years, people are going to have to start fac­
ing up to reality.

A recent “Baby Boom Retirement Savings In­
dex” published by Merrill Lynch shows baby 
boomers are saving only 38.2 percent of what 
they need to maintain growth-adjusted living stan­
dards in retirement.

The time to for boomers to aggressively plan 
for retirement is now.

With the future of Social Security uncertain, 
it is not only boomers that should concern them­
selves with retirement. Social Security was a hot 
topic in the 2004 election. While the election is 
over, the problems remain. The system needs a 
change or a growing bulge of baby boomers will 
find the cupboard empty. Most Gen Xers have 
little faith that the Social Security benefits will 
even be there when it is time for them to collect.

To make matters even worse, company-pro­
vided private retirement plans are vastly under­
funded and some are shutting down and transfer­
ring the burden to the Pension Guaranty Agency.

Recently, it came to light that a United Air­
lines default could force a crisis in that agency.

It is becoming clear that many people will be 
receiving far less than they counted on. Both baby 
boomers and Gen Xers are in need of a wake-up 
call. So, how do average people protect them­
selves?

A disciplined savings and investment plan 
would be a good idea but few have the dispos­
able dollars to accomplish this goal. “A better 
answer can be found in the booming real estate

market,” suggests Suzanne Caplan, business 
writer, consultant and co-author of Building Big 
Profits in Real Estate, A Guide for the New In­
vestor.

“Lots of people are rushing in to real estate to 
make spend-able dollars now and forgetting about 
the long term value of this type of investment,” 
says Caplan. “Gurus teach that the money earned 
from rental units is cash flow when it is really 
operating capital, money to use to pay for re­
pairs and overhead if a unit goes vacant. ” While 
this reckless approach may appeal to some, Caplan 
and her partner Wade Timmerson teach a much 
more conservative approach to new investors.

“I see the real possibility that investors could 
build a portfolio of rental units that will be there 
to supplement their retirement when the time 
comes,” says Caplan. “Properties can be pur­
chased with little money down, rented with posi­
tive cash to operate the business, the mortgages 
are being paid off and the appreciation in their 
value is the silent profit.” So, how soon before 
these real estate investments start turning a profit?

’’Over a decade, it is very possible to acquire 
a six figure portfolio and when the mortgages are 
paid, the cash is clearly available as income,” 
Caplan explains. “Then, the retiree is assured of 
a check coming in each month and no longer has 
to rely on political decisions to determine the 
quality of their golden years.”

While some view real estate as a means to “get 
rich quick, experts are starting to realize that 
real estate is a legitimate vehicle for retirement 
income.

If you still want to receive money in the mail 
every month and not depend on getting it from 
Social Security, real estate may be your answer. 
Interest rates are low and values continue to rise 
at record rates. There has never been a better 
time to get into Real Estate.

W H Y  LEASE? - V
s m s m m

Own your ow n part of the Texas Hill Country fo r as little  as $695 00  
dow n and $ 1 1 6 .6 9  per m onth at 8 .75  % financing. Based on 20  acre 
tra c t w ith  m inim um  dow n paym ent.

Leona Ranch, located 15 miles north of Brackettville , Texas has 
an abundance o f w h ite ta il deer, javelina, tu rkey, quail, dove, rabbits 
and squirrels. Other non-game species include feral hogs, w ild  Span­
ish goats, racoons, ringtails, fox , bobcats and a fe w  m ountain lions 

The terrain o f the Leona Ranch is varied, consisting o f plateaus 
covered w ith  scrub-brush and grass m eadows, interm ixed w ith  deep 
heavily wooded draws, many of w h ich contain dry creekbeds WindP 
mills are located in various places providing w a te r fo r w ild life

For information call (830) 563-2961 8-5, M-F

?

http://www.primeinc.com
http://www.cfidrive.com
http://www.smxc
http://www.SwiftTrucking
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