‘Merry Christmaes
from the
Brackett News Stoff

BTSN Kinney Commissioners approve acceptance of
Mexican Motricular as form of identification

City holiday closings
City Hall and the Transfer
Station (Garbage) will be closed
Dec. 23, 24 and 31, 2004.
Regular business hours re-
sume Monday, Jan. 3, 2005.

Housing Authority
Holiday Winners

The Brackettville Housing
Authority announces its winners
of the Christmas Decorating
Contest.

Congratulations to:

First Place Mr. and Mrs.

Jesus Garza and family of unit -

No. 33

Second Place to Carol
Dimery and family of Unit No.
32.

Third place to Mr. and Mrs.
Leopoldo Rocha and family of
unit No. 26.

Honorable Mention to Marie
Medina of Unit No. 6.

Masters received

The following received their
Masters of Education. Alma
Gutierrez and Candy Hobbs in
School Administration and
Melanie Jones in Counseling.
The three graduated from Sul
Ross State University Dec. 18
with ceremonies held in the
Eagle Pass High School C.C.
Winn campus.

2004 Act changes rules
for vehicle donation

The recent signing into law
of the American Jobs Creation
Actof 2004 changes the rules
for vehicles donated after Dec.
31, 2004.

“These changes will have a
profound effect on the amount
most donors can deduct for their
vehicle,” says Karen Campese,
CEO of cars4charities, a national
vehicle donation center.

“The current law allows the
donor to use an established used
car pricing guide to determine
the fair market value of their do-
nated vehicle.”

“Beginning Jan. 1, 2005,”
says Campese, “if the value of
the donated vehicle is over
$500, the donor will only be
allowed to deduct the amount
the charity sells the car for.”
“Since most charities wholesale
donated vehicles to car dealers,
the sale price rarely approaches
the real value of the vehicle.”

For more information on car
donation, call cars4charities at
1-866-448-3487 or log onto
their site www.cars4charities.org

B G.G.

By this time we should
have all goodies either baked
or planned, so I couldn’t wait
any longer to share some fan-
tastic ideas that may be new
to you.
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Kinney County joins other
counties and cities in the United
States in accepting the
“Matricula Consular” as an of-
ficial piece of identification.

The consular identification
document will enable Mexicans
in the United States to open bank
accounts’ contract public utili-
ties and identify themselves to
authorities and institutions.

The Commissioners Court of
Kinney County now accepts the

Mexican Consular identification
document issued by the Mexi-
can consulates in the United
States.

This document will enable
millions of Mexicans in the
United States to possess and
identification document that is
officially accepted by authorities
and various institutions.

Kinney Country Judge Herb
Senne and the county commis-
sioners unanimously passed a

“Resolution” accepting the con-
sular identification document as
a valid means of identification.

This will benefit 80 percent
of the Mexican population in the
area who will be able to use it
in their dealing with the local
government. The passage of
this Resolution proposed by the
Mexican Consulate in Eagle
Pass, is due to the steps taken
by the Mexican government to
make the consular identification

documents a secure piece of
identification. Locally, Interna-
tional Bank of Commerce and
Texas State Bank, accept the
consular identification document
to identify Mexican residents in
the United States.

To date, the “Matricula Con-
sular” identification document is
used by millions of Mexicans in
178 financial institutions in the
United States and as official
identification for 1,180 police

departments, including the
Eagle Pass Police Department,
Carrizo Springs, Crystal City
and Maverick County.

The document, which can be
obtained via a simple procedure,
enables a Mexican to open bank
accounts; contract utilities such
as electricity and water; use pub-
lic libraries and to identify them-
selves in educational, health and
legal instituting in the United
States, among other benefits.

Students excel in UIL competition

The University Interscholas-
tic League (UIL) Meet was held
in Rocksprings on Dec. 11.

Participants were 2nd Grade:
Petyton Bonner, Joaquin Solis,
Webb Ashley, Maddie Frerich,
Morgan Brown, Blake Duncan,
and Davis Wade.

3rd Grade: Hannah Johnson,
Shelby Schuster, Marisol
Gomez, Haley Smith, Korlee
Allen, Arturo Castillo, and
McKenzie Castillo.

4th Grade: Meghan Flores,
Marissa Villarreal, Sierra
Benson, Yeika Garcia, Brianna
Graza, Selina Gerardo, Ryan
Clark, Daylon Miller, and Aus-
tin Pettett.

5th Grade: Lauren Duncan,
Emily Holmes, Nevada Payne,
Brittany Hale, Joel Talamantes,
Salvador Pacheco.

6th Grade: Sarah Davis,
Haley Hale, Sam Stewart, Kelsey
Bruce, Bryan Calk, Josh Smith,
Abby  Gutierrez, Tyler
McDonald, Bianca Cruz,
Ayland Letsinger, Cheyenne
Smith, and Susu Seargeant.

The final outcome to the com-
petition were as follows:

2nd Grade: In Creative writ-
ing, Maddie Frerich placed Sth.
In Storytelling, Blake Duncan

Students from Brackett ISD excelled in UIL competition in Rocksprings Dec. 11, bringing home various awards.

received 2nd place.

3rd Grade: Shelby Schuster
placed 3rd in Storytelling.
Korlee Allen placed 3rd in
Ready Writing while Shelby
Schuster placed 4th. Shelby also
placed 2nd in Spelling while
Hannah Johnson placed 4th.

4th Grade: Austin Pettett re-
ceived 4th place while Daylon
Miller placed 6th in Oral Read-

The Gift of Giving

The Las Moras Hispanic Organization delivered 50
Christmas baskets to families in our community. The event
is sponsored by many local individuals and an annual Golf
Invitational Tournament. Santa’s helpers this year included:
Monica Talamantes, Natalie Aguirre, Marisol Aguirre,
Abigail Gutierrez, Clarissa Valdez, Priscilla Aguirre, Esna
Herrera, and Rolando Gutierrez.

Courtesy photo

B Chuck Hall

I’ll never forget the look
of shock, disappointment, an-
ger, humiliation, and shame
that I saw that day in mom’s
eyes.
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B Donald Smith

A voung virgin girl named
Mary was chosen to give the
baby Jesus his human birth
through a miracle of the Holy
Spirit.” Then as if an unseen
hand directed a heavenly
choir, the family sang “Away
in a manger ...."
Religion/Page 7

16th year, No. 46

BP agents stop bank robber

Eagle Pass, Texas — U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) Border Patrol agents from
Eagle Pass Station arrested a sus-
pected bank robber on Monday

and recovered more than
$20,000 stolen during the inci-
dent.

The arresting agents were pa-
trolling near downtown Eagle
Pass when the robbery of an IBC
Bank was reported and a descrip-

tion of the suspect issued at ap-
proximately 2:45 p.m. The
agents spotted a man matching
the description of the robbery
suspect. They immediately called
for backup and approached the
suspect.

Agents performed a high-risk
felony arrest and along with lo-
cal law enforcement officials,
safely detained the suspect.

Dur- B See Suspect/Page 3

ing. The Art team: Meghan
Flores, Marissa Villarreal, Si-
erra Benson and Yeika Garcia
placed 2nd.

Garcia also placed 4th in
Spelling while Selina Gerardo
received 6th place.

5th~Grade: Lauren Duncan
placed 1st in Listening while
Brittany Hale placed 3rd. Lauren
also received 4th place in. Ready

Writing.

6th Grade: Kelsey Bruce
placed 5th in Number Sense
while Josh Smith placed 6th.

Josh also placed 1st in Dic-
tionary Skills.

Sam Stewart received 5th

place in Maps, Graphs, and

Charts. Sarah Davis placed 2nd
in Oral Reading.
In Spelling Bryan Calk re-

ceived 3rd place and Tyler
McDonald received 6th.

For Listening, Susu Seargeant
placed 1st and Abby Gutierrez
placed 5th.

Kelsey Bruce received 4th
placed in Mathematics.

In Ready Writing: Sarah
Davis placed 2nd, Bryan Calk
placed 3rd and Abby Gutierrez
placed 6th. :

Cintra will invest $7.2 billion
for the Trans-Texas Corridor

Taking a historic step, the
Texas Transportation Commis-
sion today selected a proposal
by Cintra * an international
group of engineering, construc-
tion and financial firms * as the
best value for the state in devel-
oping the Oklahoma-to-Mexico
portion of the Trans-Texas Cor-
ridor (TTC-35).

Cintra proposes to invest $6
billion in a toll road between
Dallas and San Antonio by
2010, give the state $1.2 billion
for additional transportation im-
provements between Oklahoma
and Mexico, and to extend the
corridor into the Lower Rio
Grande Valley to Mexico.

”This is a historic change in
the way major transportation as-
sets are built and paid for in
Texas,” Ric Williamson, chair-
man of the Texas Transportation
Commission said. “Private in-
vestment, not taxpayer dollars,
will be where we look first for
funding.”

To address the state’s need
for immediate congestion relief
on Interstate 35, the first phase
of Cintra’s proposal calls for de-
veloping $6 billion in new road-
ways roughly paralleling the
interstate by 2010.

This includes building 316
miles of new four-lane divided
highway from Dallas to San

DPS issues a Christmas wish list

The Department of Public
Safety has composed a wish list
for the holiday season. DPS is
asking travelers for the follow-
ing gifts:

Slow down—speed is the
number one killer on Texas
roads.

Don’t drink and drive; get a
designated driver.

Buckle up everyone in the
vehicle.

Keep cell phone chatter to a
minimum.

Drive with courtesy; it’s con-
tagious.

Slow down in bad weather,

construction areas and heavy
traffic.

“Following these tips will
keep your family and everyone
on Texas roads safer,” said DPS
Director Thomas A. Davis Jr.
“The sad truth is that most fatal
traffic crashes don’t have to hap-
pen: S

DPS will have all available
troopers patrolling Texas road-
ways from Friday, Dec. 24
through midnight on Sunday,
Dec. 26.

DPS is once again participat-
ing in Operation CARE (Com-
bined Accident Reduction Ef-

fort)—a nationwide effort maxi-
mizing enforcement on major
interstate highways to reduce fa-
talities commonly associated
with holiday weekends.’

Alcohol is always a concern

during the holidays, and DPS is
supporting the statewide anti-
drunk driving campaign.

“If you choose to drive with-
out regard for the safety of oth-
ers, increased enforcement
means you are nearly twice as
likely to get a traffic citation or
be arrested for DWI during the
Christmas weekend,” Col. Davis
said.

Antonio.

According to the proposal,
pending environmental clear-
ance and the public-involvement
process, construction could be-
gin immediately after right-of-
way acquisition.

Cintra’s package also in-
cludes funding options for a
route connecting southeast San
Antonio to State Highway 130
and for relocating * to the east
* the existing Union Pacific
Railroad between San Antonio
and Austin.

Future projects envisioned by
Cintra include separate lanes for
cars and trucks on SH 130, a re-
lief route around the west side
of Fort Worth, a TTC-35 route
from San Antonio to the Rio
Grande Valley, and rail between
Dallas and San Antonio.

Cintra is one of three groups
to submit detailed proposals on
how to develop the Oklahoma
to Mexico element of the Trans-
Texas Corridor.

TxDOT has been studying the
proposals since August, and to-
day the Texas Transportation
Commission accepted a staff rec-
ommendation that the Cintra
proposal provided the best long-
term value to the state.

In return for building the new
transportation corridor and giv-
ing it to the state * plus paying

the state $1.2 billion to invest
in the corridor * Cintra pro-
poses to negotiate for a 50-year
contract to maintain and oper-
ate the new highway as a toll
road.

“The private sector is will-
ing and able to invest in trans-
portation improvements to re-
duce congestion, improve
safety, provide economic devel-
opment, and protect our quality
of life,” Williamson said.

“There are many details to be
worked out and separate envi-
ronmental studies must be com-
pleted. Without a doubt, the pri-
vate sector is knocking at our
door with a nearly incredible
opportunity for Texas.”

Contract negotiations be-
tween TxDOT and Cintra will
begin immediately.

The complete proposals will
be made available for public re-
view once a contract has been
signed and TxDOT obtains own-
ership of the ideas and innova-
tions presented by all three pri-
vate firms.

Prior to that, release of the
proposals is prohibited due to
the proprietary information they
contain.

The five-member transporta-
tion commission voted unani-
mously to select Cintra as the
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Tiger Appreciation

Bobby Templeton, Superintendent of BISD, presented Ti-
ger caps, mugs and pins to The Brackett News staff in
appreciation for all the coverage of the school activities.

Photo by Wes Robinson
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Great work, Koenig

The Brackett News reaches
me in Boston and I have been
delighted to follow the sporting
exploits of the Brackett Tigers.
Your game descriptions are far
better than a video play by play.
It has been a delight to read the
unfolding story of this year’s Ti-
SEr season.

You should probably be
aware that I am generally not a
football fan, and do not under-
stand most of the technicalities.
However, your writing is so very
good that even I can sit on the

edge of my chair as you describe
the action.

There are some famous Texas
sportswriters who have gone on
to distinguished writing careers.
I suspect you will be one of them.

Thank you for sharing your
excitement in the games.

Paula Smith

Boston, MA

M Editor’s Note: The preced-
ing letter was addressed to Darin
Koenig, Sportswriter for The
Brackett News.

Triple 1 3 Blrthday

ing their 13th birthday
Their parents are Tony

Elena, Daniel, and Elidia Molinar are celebrat-

today, December 23.
and Nena Molinar.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Brackett News welcomes and encourages letters to the
editor. Letters should not exceed 350 words. The editor re-
serves the right to refuse or edit all letters submitted for
length, potentially libelous statements and accuracy of in-
Jormation. All letters must be signed and include a mailing
address and phone number for verification purposes. All writ-
ers must provide proof of identity. The Brackett News will
not publish letters sent via e-mail. Letters published and
viewpoints of columnists do not necessarily reflect the edito-

rial beliefs of this newspaper.

When.you’re worrying about to-
morrow, you rob yourself of today.

ADDRESS:

Editorial and publication of-
fices are located at 507 S.
Ann Street, Brackettville,
Texas, 78832. Telephone:
(830) 563-2852. Fax: (830)
563-9538. E-mail:
tbnews@sbcglobal.net.

PERSONNEL:

Jewel Robinson, publisher;
| Dimple Henry, office man-
| ager; Gus Garcia, Editor;
Pam Hale, typist; Steven R.
ILaMascus, columnist; Wes
Robinson, columnist; Shanae
Simmons, columnist.

SUBSCRIPTION:
Subscriptions and change of
address should be sent to:
The Brackett News, P.O. Box
1039, Brackettville, Texas,
78832. Be sure to give both
old and new address when re-
questing change.

DEADLINES:

Display advertising deadline
is noon Tuesday for advertis-
ing to be composed for the
current publication.
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day by The Brackett News.
Entered as Second Class Mat-
ter at the U.S. Post Office at
Brackettville, Texas, under
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Brackett News, P.O. Box
1039, Brackettville, Texas,
78832.

Any erroneous reflection upon
the character, standing or
reputation of any person, firm
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pear in the pages of The
Brackett News will gladly be
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to the attention of the pub-
lisher.
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To subscribe to The Brackett News please clip
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It’s not too late to help soldlers abroad this holiday season

The holiday season can be
maddening. There are so many
gifts to buy, cards to send, lights
to hang, homes to decorate, par-
ties to attend, and people to see.
Just thinking about it can be a
burden.

It seems like since before we
even marked Halloween off our
calendars, department stores
wanted us in this holiday frenzy.

I think I speak for most
Americans when I say that over

- the last few years, people have

wanted to tone down the extrava-
gance and do more for others.
Watching our brave soldiers ev-
ery night on the news has helped

people pause and recognize the’

things for which we are truly
grateful this holiday season.

In most cases, those “things”
can’t be bought in a store,
wrapped in a bow, or stuffed in
a stocking.

People who used to splurge -

I had a great Thanksgiving.
I ate too much but that’s
nothing new.

I enjoyed visiting with my
family.

I was asked to offer the bless-
ing.

I expected to be.

I have given thanks to God
at such occasions in our family
for over fifty years.

I still remember the first time
I did so. We were in Colorado
at my grandparent’s home.

My mother had asked which
one of my brother or I was go-
ing do the blessing.

My brother, weasel that he
is, quickly responded that I
would.

or even compete - when it came
to holiday gift-giving, just want
to spend time with their loved
ones.

I’ve heard people say they
don’t want anything for Christ-
mas; they just want to spend time
with those who matter most.

Now more than ever this holi-
day season, people are counting
their blessings - faith, family and
friends top the list. No doubt
about it, also on that list is free-
dom. One of the most important
things we can do as a country is
show strong support for our mili-
tary men and women.

This holiday season, I urge
those who just want to “do
something,” to send gifts to our
troops online through Operation
Santa’s Gift from the
Homefront.

Just log onto www.aafes.com
and click on the camouflage -
clad Santa.

But I Could
Be Wrong

Chuck
Rall

I was perplexed.

To be honest, I had not paid
that much attention to prayers
before that day.

I didn’t have a clue what I
was going to say.

My uncle Jim was always my
favorite uncle.

He was what I wanted to be
like when I grew up.

He always had time to play

Weekly
Report

Bonilla

You can purchase certificates
in $10, $20, or $25 denomina-
tions accepted at any military
exchange (AAFES, NEX, MCX,
Coast Guard Exchange) retail
store around the world, includ-
ing those supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom.

There will be a shipping
charge added depending on the
number of certificates sent.

One of the many benefits of
this certificate is that soldiers
will be able to use it right away.
AAFES ensures that soldiers will
have immediate access to mer-

with the kids.

He loved to tell us stories.
He never refused a request.

He sensed my dilemma and
came to my rescue.

He took me aside and taught
me a simple, easy to learn,
prayer.

I would be forever in his debt.
Instead of dreading meal time, I
eagerly awaited the noon
whistle.

I could hear the pride in my
mother’s words when she told the
family that her second born
would deliver the meal prayer
this Thanksgiving.

I stood tall and equally
proud. “Father, Son, and Holy
ghost. Who eats the fastest, gets

chandise from home - like Ameri-
can candy bars - in Iraq.

Also, this allows soldiers to
buy things when they need them,,
and not have to worry about the
logistics of heavy packages.

Serving your country: is a
great honor.

However, that doesn’t keep
our soldiers from missing fam- -
ily, friends, or America.

Receiving gifts and messages
of support from back home is a
real boost and a great way 1o
stay focused on the mission at
hand — winning the war for free-
dom.

Please consider sending a gift
to a soldier abroad. Your gift of
support may be the most touch-
ing present a soldier far from
home receives this holiday sea-
son.

Thank you.

God bless you and God bless
America.

The Thanksgiving prayer

the most. Amen.”

I’ll never forget the look of
shock, disappointment, anger,
humiliation, and shame that I
saw that day in mom’s eyes.

Did my uncle Jim come to my
relief? Did he say “It’s not his
fault. I taught him that prayer.”?
Nope.

He too had seen the look
given to me by mom and decided
it was every man for himself.

I still think Uncle Jim had the
best sense of humor of all of
them.

I hope my daughters don’t
read this column.

One day I may teach my
grandkids to pray.

But I could be wrong.

Caesar, Jesus Christ and Christmas?

By Nathan Tabor
Contributing Writer

It used to be that many Ameri-
cans would deplore the commer-
cialization of the Christmas holi-
days (or, originally, “holy
days”). Not today. Many stores
are starting to display “Merry
Krissmas” signs.

With so many people focus-

~ ing most of their attention on

buying and selling, and the giv-
ing and receiving of gifts, mate-
rialism seemed destined to dis-
place the original Christian “rea-
son for the season.”

But in recent years, those mis-
fits among us who are most hos-

tile to the things of God have.

moved from merely ignoring the
Biblical basis for our mid-win-
ter holiday celebration to ac-
tively opposing its spiritual
roots.

We now confront, therefore,
not only the aforementioned
commercialization of Christmas,
but also the secularization and
politicization of the sacred holi-
day as well.

Every winter, all across
America, we have another big
fight right around Christmas
time. That’s when the liberal,

atheistic ACLU types always
launch their annual campaign to
expel God from the public
schools and banish Jesus Christ
from the public square.

Santa Claus and his flying re-

“indeer may be OK, but the God-
sent, Virgin-hern Babe, in the

Manger is clearly unacceptable
to these self-proclaimed, “free-
thinking” guardians of human-

‘istic heathenism.

It never ceases to amaze me
how some of these folks manage
to twist the Constitution con-
tinually to mean something it
plainly doesn’t say.

They grossly misinterpret the
First Amendment into a pagan
prohibition of any public display
of religious faith - rather than a
blessed guarantee of the right to
freely exercise that faith, both
in public and in private.

The very idea of an alleged
right to “freedom from religion”
is antithetical to everything the
Founding Fathers fought for and
believed in.

Even an unregenerate old
Deist like the worldly Benjamin
Franklin supported the public
exercise of Christianity as being
beneficial to the general moral-
ity and ‘common good of the

A cheery
hello!

Just want to offer a

sincere “Thanks” for your

patronage and to wish you

well!

Alamo Lumber

Del Rio

populace.

These seeming contradictions
in modern life served to set me
thinking -improbable as this may
sound - about the inherent in-
terrelationship between Christ-
mas and ..
things.

ratero

That is a very odd combina-

tion. There is absolutely no way
the two have anything to do
with each other.

One is about the birth of Jesus
Christ, and the other is about
human government and public
policy. When you look at the
facts, though, you will see some-
thing different.

Why were Mary and Joseph
in Bethlehem when Jesus was
born? They had to pay taxes to
Caesar. There were no rooms in
the inn because so many people
came to pay taxes.

This meant that the Lamb of

God came into the world in a
lowly manger, among the farm
animals that were used as sacri-
ficial offerings in the Jewish re-
ligion.

Government is about human
institutions taking care of the
people who live in this world.

The legitimate goal of gov-
ernment is to set up an ordered
society that is free and safe,
where one and all can live and
prosper in peace.

God established human gov-
ernment through the Noahic
Covenant that protected the sanc-
tity of all human life created in
the image of God.

God then established through

;politics,. of:.all;

the Ten Commandments the ba-
sic moral parameters that have
bounded Western Civilization
for more than three millennia.
The birth of Jesus Christ,
which is what Christmas (or

;Christ’s Mass) really commemo-; .-
. Tates, is. about our, Christ coms

ing from Heaven to Earth to die
on the Cross of Calvary.

Why?

So that redeemed men can
live for all eternity with Him.

Isaiah the prophet describes
Jesus as our Wonderful Counse-
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, and Prince of Peace . . .
“and the government shall be
upon his shoulders.”

Human government is about
providing physical services for
mankind’s temporal needs.

Jesus Christ is about provid-
ing spiritual blessings for
mankind’s eternal needs.

Christmas today is STILL
about remembering God’s un-
speakable gift to us through the
birth of Jesus.

It is also about being gener-
ous to others - a time to give
clothing to the poor, a time to
share food with a needy neigh-
bor, a time to help out a friend
who has fallen on hard times and
is struggling to get by.

Most importantly, Christmas
should be a time of blessed fam-
ily fellowship and worship to-
ward God, with prayerful medi-
tation and joyful thanksgiving.

Jesus gave to all of us needy
humans the greatest gift of all:
Himself.

dl/(suy C’ﬁ'zéﬁtmas !

WIPFF’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

225 South Main Street e Del Rio, Texas

(830) 775-4312

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year
Lozano’s Welding

Henry & Carmen
Lozano

THE SPIRIT OF

Vet it
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Brackett’s Muniz named to Natlonal Dean’s list

Teresa Aguayo Sandoval

Teresa Sandoval, 72, passed
away in Plainview, Texas on
Thursday, Dec. 16, 2004. A
former resident of Brackettville,
she was born Oct. 3, 1933 in
Bigfoot, Texas.

She is survived by daughters
Amparo Perez and husband
Felix; Janie Crosby and husband
Roy; Elda Terrazas and husband
Nat; Elda Neff, Amy Wadell and
husband Greg; Terri Sandoval,
Francis Reynaga and husband

Michael; sons are Paul Sandoval

Jr., Victor Sandoval and Rey
Sandoval and wife Angie; 18
grandchildren and 14 great
granchildren.

She was preceded in death by
husband Paul Sandoval and son
Matias Sandoval.

She was in state in the
Brackettville Funeral. Funeral
Mass was at 3 p.m., Monday,
December 20 at St. Mary
Magdalene Catholic Church.
Burial was at the Brackettville
Cemetery.

Marita Reschman

October 24, 1918 - Dec. 3,
2004

Marita Reschman was re-
united with Our Lord Friday,
Dec. 3, 2004.

She passed away at Tex-San
Heart Hospital in San Antonio,
Texas, at the age of 86. she was
born in Brackettville, Texas to
Simon Garcia and Anita Jimenez
Garcia, being the last of the
well-known Jimenez family.

She was preceded in death by
her devoted husband, Jesus B.
Reschman.

Marita was a very creative
and wonderful seamstress and
was a member of St. Mary
Magdalene Catholic church and
the Legion of Mary.

She is survived by her lov-
ing daughter, Ernestine L. Paiz,
and husband Edward, of
Brackettville; her sons, Hector
B. Luna, of Brackettville, Raul
G. Luna and wife Lydia of Irv-
ing, Texas.

She is also survived by her
lovely grandchildren, Reuben
James Talamantez, Bobby and
Steven Luna. Also surviving her
are her precious great-grandchil-

dren, Ashley Talamantez and
Isaiah Luna and numerous nieces
and nephews who so admiringly
called her “Aunt Bita.”

On Dec. 6, the Holy Rosary
was recited by Jimmy Bader at
Don’s Funeral Chapels, in Del
Rio, Texas. A Mass of Christian
Burial was Dec. 7, 2004 at St.
Mary Magdalene Catholic
Church in Brackettville with Fa-
ther Cornelius J. Scanlan, OMI
officiating with burial at the
Catholic Cemetery.

Suspect caught with
$28,000 under shirt

B Continued from Page 1

ing the search of the suspect,
agents discovered $21,800 in
cash rolled up in a shirt.

The stolen money was turned
over to an Eagle Pass Police De-
partment detective at the scene.

The suspect was later turned
over to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI).

“The protection of our bor-

der communities, and in fact the
security of the United States, de-
mands close cooperation and a
unified effort,” stated Del Rio
Chief Patrol' Agent Paul Berg in
a press conference.

Berg coninued, “The quick
and alert actions of the agents
responding to the local law en-
forcement alert and the arrest of
the wanted felon is a credit to
the Border Patrol.”

LOWERY |
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Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year

from
Employees of
Kinney County Jail
and the Sheriff’s Department
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Submitted to
The Brackett News

Dr. Wilford W. Box, instruc-
tor-coordinator, Department of
Managment of Southwest Texas
Junior College has named 10
management majors, in the As-
sociate of Applied Science man-
agement degree program, from
the Del Rio Campus of SWTJC
to the National Dean’s List
2004-2005.

Students were selected prima-
rily on their grade point aver-
age of 3.5 to 4.0 The 10 students
are Samuel Limon, Jr., Lyla L.
Aguilar, Jesus A Partida, Susana
Hernandez, James B. Monson,
Marlena A. Soto, Jose L.
Sanchez, Germaine J. Baron,
Corina H. Muniz and Marco A.
Campos.

Muniz is originally from Dell
City, Texas and has been in
Brackettville since November
1994. She has been employed at
Alamo Saddlery since 1998 and
has been the general manager for
three years. She has two sons,
Israel, 16, and Abran 12.

“It is indeed a significant
achievement and an honor for
students to be named to the Na-
tional Dean’s List. It is an affir-
mation of their diligence and
dedication to the Associate of

National Dean’s List members include front row from left, Samuel Limon Jr., Lyla L. Aguilar,

Jesus A. Partida, Susana Hernandez, James B. Monson; back row from left, Dr. Wilford W.
Box, management instructor/coordinator, Marlena A. Soto, Jose L. Sanchez. Germaine J. Baron,
Corina H. Muniz and Marco A. Campos.

Applied Science degree in man-
agement. They are exhibiting the
ability to excel both academi-
cally in the classroom and to
practically apply that knowl-
edge at their workplace,” Box
said.

“These students are role mod-
els for others,, and their leader-
ship qualities have been con-
firmed by their supervisors at
the workplace.

“It is most gratifying to be a
part of the success rate of our
management graduates here at
Southwest Texas Junior College.
I extend my sincere appreciation
to the supervisors of the work-

place of these students for their
efforts to train the student-intern
and take an interest in and sup-
port of their educational pur-
suits.”

The purpose of the list is to
provide recognition for the posi-
tive academic achievements of
qualified students and to serve
as an additional achievements of
qualified students and to serve
as an additional incentive for all
students. Students nominated for
this honor will automatically be
eligible to compete for $50,000
in college scholarships.

Parke H. Davis, president of
student affairs wrote “Because of

Corridor development underway by state

B Continued from Page 1

state’s first private-sector firm on
the Trans-Texas Corridor.

”In Texas, we’re breaking
new ground,” Commissioner
Robert Nichols said. “By far,
this will be one of the largest
private-sector investments in
transportation in U.S. history.”

Commissioner Hope Andr-
ade pointed to the proposal’s eco-

nomic impact. “This is an enor-
mously important crossroad for
Texas,” she said. “This project
will mean jobs and opportuni-
ties for the people of this state
for generations to come.”
Commissioner John W.
Johnson sees the proposal as a
major stepping-stone toward the
development of I-69 as well. “It
amounts to a blueprint for
building I-69,” he said.

3804 Veterans Blvd.
! Del Rio, Texas 78842

"CARPET CO.

Free Estimates

addmn

" Bus. Ph. (830) 775-1558
=~

”All of us on the commission
appreciate the vision of Gov.
Perry in proposing the Trans-
Texas Corridor, which has now
become a reality.” Commis-
sioner Ted Houghton said.

the enthusiastic cooperation of
educators such as yourself and
the involvement of our advisory
committees, the National Dean’s
List has become the largest pub-
lication in the nation honoring
exceptional college students.

f MOVIES 8l
2205 Ave, F. - Plaza Del Sol Mall 7759122
$2.50 All Soows before 6pm 250 | Sat, & Sunday show times.

Seniors & Children. $4.50 Adults.
No late show on Sunday

STERED SURROUND SQUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
Tickets are only valid| BLADE TRINITY (R) 150 430
on the ‘date printed on{710 1015
the ticket. No child |FATALBERT (PG) No Passes
under 6 will be 1305 525 740 1000
admitted to any R |OCEANS TWELVE (PG13)
feature after 6 p.m. |215 505 755 1050
MEET THE FOCKERS
LEMONY SNICKETS A|(PG13) No Passes 210 445
SERIES PARAMOUNT|730 1020
(PG) No Passes 240 520} THE FLIGHT OF THE PHENIX
800 1025 (PG13) No Passes 140 420
CHRISTMAS WITH THE| 700 940
KRANKS (PG) 205 435/ SPANGLISH (PG13) No
705 1005 Passes 155 450 745 1040

DAY ADVANCETIORETSALES ¢ PASSES O SUPERSFES
Showtimes avaioble ot cinemark.com

ate:
Place:
glme:

Chuistmas Day Dance

Featuring:Brackettville’s own native son
Chuy Sanchez and “Villa”
Along with the ;
“Calderon Boyz”

December 25, 2004

Joe & Petra Garza Memorial Center
9:00 p.m.—1:00 a.m.
Cl\auge: $5.00 per person

«f

Have the merriest of
holidays! Greetings from

Happy Folidaye

600 E. Gibbs
Del Rio, TX

from Borden Tederal Onedit Unisw.
We will be closing all
day December 24tk and
December ESth.

BORDER FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION

CALL 774-LOAN TODAY!

Zo Our Members

Building 336
Laughlin AFB, TX

FELiz NAVIDAD

GARDEN CENTER

A

o

Steve and Judy Crosby

L2 B R N

You deserve the best! We
want to thank you, our pa-
trons, for letting us serve
you!

Fort Clark M.U.D.
& Staff
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from Archie’s Land-
scaping & Lawn

Maintenance

Archie & Jill

[

é
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Merfy Christm 93
ahd
Hoppy New Yesr

From Gary and all the gang at

REGENCY

825 E. Main Street
Uvalde, TX\
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" Sunday, December 12

7:48 a.m., An employee of
City Hall requested a deputy.
Chief Deputy Johnny Fritter
was informed of the situation.

Monday, December 13

8:45 a.m., A man requested
assistance in unlocking a vehicle.
Constable Bobby Guidry was
advised.

9:03 a.m., A man requested
a deputy’s assistance in remov-
ing an individual from his pre-
mises. Constable Guidry was
dispatched.

6:18 p.m., A man reported a
loose cow on Highway 90 and

693. The owners were notified

of the situation.

8:12 p.m., An individual
stated that lights were left on and
doors left open at a church in
Spofford. Deputy Manuel Pena
was informed. He stated no break
in but he would secure the
church.

10:41 p.m., A woman stated
that someone left a vehicle in
front of her residence. Deputy
Donald Page was notified of the
situation.

10:56 p.m., A woman stated
that she didn’t not want a man
calling her house due to running

up her phone bill. Mr. Gonzales

was informed.
Tuesday, December 14

10:19 a.m., A woman re-
quested a deputy to check on an
individual on Fort Clark.
Deputy Ramon Gutierrez was
advised and he was unable to
make contact with the indi-
vidual.

4:23 p.m.,; A man requested
to speak with a deputy concern-
ing his parents. He did not want
them to get swindled on repairs
that they had already paid for.
Deputy Ron Ring was notified.

4:28 p.m., A man reported a
grass fire located near Sycamore
Creek on Highway 277. Val
Verde Sheriff’s office was in-
formed of the situation.

KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF'S REPORT

Wednesday, December 15

4:10 p.m., Terry Joe
Mauldin, 28, of Santa Fe, Texas,
was arrested by Trooper Tony
Ashley for driving while intoxi-
cated. Mauldin was later released
after posting a $1000 bond.

8:00 p.m., A US Border Pa-
trol agent reported an individual
walking on Highway 131 and
had almost been hit twice and
requested a deputy. Constable
Guidry was advised. Constable
Guidry reported that everything
was fine.

8:30 p.m., A US Border Pa-
trol agent called to ask if any
reports of stolen 4 wheelers or
vehicles had been reported.
Deputy Gutierrez was dis-
patched to the Border Patrol
check point.

Thursday, December 16

4:30 a.m., A man reported
that he had hit a deer on High-
way 90, West of Brackettville.
Deputy Gutierrez was dis-
patched to the scene.

12:30 p.m., Joseph Daniel Al-
Hajeri, 17, of Austin, was ar-
rested by Deputy Gutierrez for
auto theft. Charges were
dropped.

2:45 p.m., Adam Caton, 20,
of San Antonio, was arrested by
Deputy Ring for trespassing.
Caton was later released after
time served and paying a $150
fine.

8:46 p.m., A man reported an
injured deer at the intersection
of Highway 90 and 131. Deputy
Gutierrez was notified.

Saturday, December 18

9:55 a.m., A man reported a
dog that looked sick at post of-
fice. A city employee was noti-
fied of the situation.

2:35 p.m., A man reported a
motorist changing a tire but was
not completely off of Highway
90. Deputy Ron Ring was in-
formed. ;

10:59 p.m., Nazario
Hernandez, 53, of Brackettville,

Fantastic Ideas

Goodies
From G.G.

Vada
Baldree

By this time we should have
all goodies either baked or
planned, so I couldn’t wait any
longer to share some fantastic
ideas that may be new to you.

In order to enhance your
foods with the abundant flavor-
ing of butter without any calo-
ries or cholesterol, buy a bottle
of “Butter Flavor” found on the
grocery shelf with the spices.

Complete directions for use/
amount are listed on the con-
tainer. You cannot tell it is not
the “real thing” and it is not ex-
pensive, like dairy butter.

If you have not invested in
one of these “food saver” ma-
chines, give serious thought to
saving pennies and nickels to do
so in order to improve storing
foods with better results.

They are worth the cost no
matter if you are a single house-
hold or a large family.

Here’s a few things I use mine
for.

1. Vacuum dry beans when
purchased in bulk. Will keep 3
years or longer.

2. Vacuum foods for freezer
- Preserves for up to 3 years.

3. Reseal chip and pasta bags
to keep out moisture and pre-
vent spills.

- 4. Mix large batches of ce-
real or cracker snacks and seal
for future use.

I’'m sure you will find this
one of the most useful additions
in your kitchen especially if you
never use an entire bag of any-
thing immediately upon open-

- Merry
Christmas
Richard
Olveral

We Miss
YOM!

THEIA,
THERTSA
& O1ivia

NEAL #15

Your limited for space, or if
you like to save time and money.

Happy eating and Merry
Christmas, to each and everyone
of you — My fellow cooks and
friends.

was arrested by Deputy Page for
assault family violence and
criminal mischief. Hernandez
was still being held at the time
of the report.
Sunday, December 19

9:47 a.m., A man reported a
reckless driver on Highway 90.
Deputy Ring was advised of the
situation.

6:40 p.m., A woman stated

® Fenced
@ RV/Boat Storage

® Area Lighting

MAVERICK
SELF STORAGE

® Commercial/Residential Storage
@ Controlled Access Entry 3

@ Storage for Hunters Blinds & Campers

608 E. Hwy 90, Brackettville, TX 78832 (830) 774-2010
- Also in Del Rio & Eagle Pass
YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR GOAL
“COMPETITIVE RATES”
Se Habla Espanol

that an angry man was going to
20 to another man’s residence
and she was afraid that they
would get into a fight. Deputy
Gutierrez was advised.

7:30 p.m., A woman stated
three males walking around an-
other residence that had been
burnt down on Veltman Street.
Deputy Pena was notified of the

Sutherland :

Would like Zo
) wiol Brackettuclle 25
& Warm: and Fappy Holiday

830-775-6860 2401 Avenue F Del Rio, TX

situation.

ano
Happy New Year

from
Papco Service Co.
Inc. and
The Melancon

Opportumty Would like to

to greet you! wish everyone a

Very Merry Christimas
and a Safe and Happy

New Year

Frowe Ocarn Fawcly
Vo Yowre

2520 Veterans Blvd. © 775- 7550
1-800-725-7550

Freddie
Terri

AIR CONDITIONING

3800 HWY 90W
Del Rio, Texas

775-8582
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Where The Old West Comes
To Life |
From All of Us at
Alamo Village
Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
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Merry Christmas
&

D)

Happy New Year

With Special Thanks To

All My Customers
& Friends
Hair By Diane
Diane
& Brandi Wilson
& Anthony

c
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These are the 414 dedicated people who make Uvalde Memorial
Hospital great, and they are here for you — just in case you need them!

UvALDE MEMORIAL HospiTar

1025 Garner Field Road * Uvaide, Texas 78801 « (830) 2786251

Serving the

Greater Uvalde [ Region since 1949
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Darin Koenig
Sports Writer

The 7" grade girl’s basket-
ball team mauled Medina 36-
4 in their last game.

The team came out ready to
play and the defense absolutely
decimated any chance that
Medina had.

The Cubettes jumped out
to an early lead and never

7" Grade mauls- Medina 36-4

looked back as the offense con-
verted on most of their oppor-
tunities and the defense forced
turnovers and limited Medina’s
effectiveness.

The offense was led by
Amanda Delbosque with 10
points and Katie Yeager who
scored six points in the game.
Other scoring leaders were Elena
Molinar, Brooklyn Gose,
Amanda Flores, and Ivy Garcia

who contributed four points
each during the game.

Cheyenne Billings, Miranda
Salmon and Julia Martinez
were each recognized for their |
great hustle and tough play
during the game.

The team moves its record
to 2-1 with the victory. The
team will resume competition
on Jan. 6, 2005, when they
face off against Hunt.

8" Grade gets victory over Medina

Darin Koenig
Sports Writer

The 8™ grade girl’s team
pulled out a dramatic victory
over Medina on December 6%,
The Cubettes fell behind early
in the game, but were able to
keep the game close.

In the fourth quarter the
Cubettes made a late run to tie

the game. After a great defen-
sive stand, Jessie Jones was able
to hit the game winning basket
with 37 seconds left on the
clock. The eighth graders held
off Medina for the remaining
time to hold on to the dramatic

-28-26 victory. With the victory

the eighth grade squad moves to
2-1 on the season.
Bianca Terrazas led the team

in scoring racking up 18 points
in the game.

Jessica Garza and Bianca
Martinez each scored three
points while Samantha Moore
and Jessie Jones each added two
points in the victory.

The team will resume com-
petition after the holiday break
when they tip off against Hunt
on Jan. 6, 2005.

U.S. Labor Department offers Compliance
Assistance to Texas Public School Districts

DALLAS-Texas school dis-
tricts requiring assistance on
how to pay certain employees are
encouraged to contact the U.S.
Department of Labor’s Wage and
Hour Division in the district’s
efforts tc come into compliance
with the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA).

“We frequently find that bus
drivers, custodians and cafete-
ria workers do work in two or
more jobs for a school,” said
Cynthia Watson, Wage and
Hour Regional Administrator in
Dallas.

“When an employee works
in multiple jobs, the school dis-
trict must combine all of the
hours the employee works for the
district. If these hours exceed 40
in a workweek, then the em-
ployee must be paid overtime
compensation. ”

The Dallas regional office
covers 11 states, including
Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico,

Arkansas and Louisiana.
Throughout the southwest re-
gion, Wage and Hour investiga-
tors are making public presen-
tations on FLSA compliance to
professional associations of pub-
lic school administrators and of-
fering local school districts an
option for resolving their FLSA
back wage liabilities.

“I encourage the school dis-
tricts to contact their local Wage
and Hour district offices for as-
sistance in conducting self au-
dits,” said Watson.

For fiscal year 2004, the Dal-
las regional Wage and Hour of-
fice collected a total of $1.3 mil-
lion in back wages for 910 em-
ployees of public school dis-
tricts in Texas, Arkansas, Loui-
siana and Oklahoma.

About $576,014 of the back
wages was collected for 162
Texas workers.

The FLSA requires employ-
ees to be paid the minimum wage

for all hours worked and time
and one-half their regular rate
of pay for hours worked more
than 40 per week.

Employers must also maintain
accurate time and payroll
records.

The Wage and Hour Division
recovered nearly $197 million
in back wages in fiscal year (FY)
2004 for more than 288,000
workers. Average days to re-
solve a complaint decreased in
FY 2004 from 108 days to 92
days.

For Texas school districts
needing information about com-
ing into compliance with the
FLSA, please call the following
district office in San Antonio at
(210) 308-4515.

You can also call the Depart-
ment of Labor’s toll-free help
line at -866-4USWAGE (1-866-
487-9243) or contact the Hous-
ton district office at (713) 339-

Merry Christmas, Tigers

For the last several weeks,
the talk around Texas and
around Brackettville has still
been high school football.

Who is going to win the State
Championship?

What if we could have just
done this or not done that dur-
ing the last game?

All of the questions were
asked over and over and person-
ally, I never got tired of talking
about football. But now that it’s
over and we have all had a
chance to step back and take a
deep breath, I have a thought or
two on the Tigers and their fan-
tastic season.

It was a special few weeks that
really seemed to pull folks to-
gether. In a town that has seen a
bit of fracturing in the past few
years, it was wonderful to have
such a strong vehicle for unify-
ing people who may have oth-
erwise not connected.

I think Judge Senne may have
put it best a few Sunday’s ago
when he said that the boys may
not have won the big title but
they sure won our hearts.

A winning football season can
be a great thing ... and it was,
but to tell you the truth, the fi-
nal numbers didn’t really cross
my mind very often through-
out the year as I watched these
young men compete. Two years
ago this month, I was witness to
an event that changed the way I
look at life and certainly the way
I look at football games.

It was the 3A state champi-
onship-game between Burnet and
Everman.

During the course of this
game a young man named Cory
Fulbright went up for a pass, was
hit from behind and was instantly
paralyzed from the neck down.
I was a brand new dad and had
my baby son on my lap at the
time and will never forget the
sight of that young may lying
there ... motionless as his mother
was escorted out onto the field.

I didn’t realize it at the time
but that was a defining vision in
my life.and subsequently made

Merry Christmas
and have a
Prosperous New Year!

Making A
Difference

Bobby
Templeton

me a better educator and hope-
fully a better father.

My point is this: over time,
witnessing that event has helped
me to put certain things in per-
spective that I think are related
to this team and this year’s foot-
ball season.

First, the boys won with class
and were even more dignified in
their eventual defeat.

This is becoming more and
more rare these days. Second,
they taught us all a little bit
about team work. So many
times, I heard from fans: “There

(merr C;Arwtmg

to a// my Aiemlé.
Jd%ec] / C/La,po/
astro 5.

isn’t’
team.’

They came on the field as a
team, they left the field as a team
and they played as a team.
Thirdly, and most important,
everyone walked away safe and
will live to “play” another day.

May we all be as fortunate in
our chosen pursuits.

Merry Christmas Tigers.

Santa Claus is
Coming to town.
Please don’t
hit him

Don’t Drink and Drive!

one super-star on the
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Keep CHRIST

IN CHRISTMAS

from

Casuals Plus and

Plaza Wash

Lucille and Cordelia
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- HOLIDAY CHEER

From
The Krazy Chicken

Mr. & Mrs Juan M. Flores,
Family and Employees
Would like to thank you for
your Business.

Kinney County
Chamber of Commerce

The Giftbox
Westies everyane a
Happy #Holiday Season

i Mercury

May God Bless You.

Merry Christmas \
P &

/ Happy New Year! We would like to Thank You

for your

(830)-775-7481 business and support this past year.

1-800-548-7481

2700 Hwy 90 W
Del Rio, Tx 78840

SOUTHWEST SERVICE CO.

PAprs &~ PLus
e

HWY SO EAST PARTS REPAIR

BRACKETFTTVILLE HUNTER’S STORAGE
TOM & EIEHTA ERTLE VISA/MCO/DISCOVER/AMEX

563-9256

Burger & Sllal(e

Datly Lunch Specials
/7 Banana Splrts -'J
‘ Artic Swirls
Classic Burger Combos
Hwy 90 Brackettville \ Your Favorite Place
563 -2027

New Owners:
Anita & Tom Ertle

Dine In or
Drive Thru
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$6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM

830) 563-2852

Archie’s Landscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional
Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

563-5102
Archie and Jill Woodson

- % : ‘{\ L W
DIRECWAY
Broadband that's out of this world®

High speed internet service via - satellite

ANGELBREEZE SERVICES |

call: 830-591-0108

s 108 S. Getty

www.angelbreezesatellite.com Uvalde, TX 78801

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/
Insurance

(830)278-4426
Se Habla Espanol

Lawnmowerman
Swatl Engine Repain & Service

e Tractor Work
» Handyman Services

e Tree Trimming
¢ | awn Maintenance

| eaf Raking
®Yard Cleaning

Pete A. Bishop, Owner
i Del Rio, TX 78840
Home: (830) 768-3055

Qualitiy Work
Pager: (830) 768-5185 |

Free Estimates

%jﬂh TEX RV & AUTO
REPAIR CENTER
Thank You Fort Clark &
Brackettville for your business
Repairs®Parts Storage®

®Service We "ﬁ peccare 7{6“ Gift Shop

4220 Highway 90 West ® HCR 3, Box 89
Del Rio, Texas 78840 o (830) 775-9715

Jack and Barbara Plyler

BN

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply
Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876

101 East Spring Street P.O. Box 976
Brackettville, TX 78832 W2

General Hardware Stock Medicines
Pipes & Fencing Rangh Supplies
Paint Ammunition

Phone 830-563-2528

Pioneer Concepts, L.P.
Mike Bizzell
Owner/General Contractor

Custom Steel Fabrication
Commercial and Residential Construction

604 E. Military Hwy.
P.O. Box 1495

Office: 830-563-3260

Brackettville, TX 78832 Fax: 830-563-2999

Clinic Pharmacy |

M-F 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

We handle most major
Insurance Cards

563-9334 201 James St.

Pharmacist: B.E. Sweet

Mon - Sat
Special Orders

Convenient Location on HWY 20
830-563-9030

Call - Dominic A. Palma
(Former Air Force Sgt.
LAFB) at:

DEL (%] RI0

@& LINCOLN @,
Ask about Military Discounts up to $750 in
addition to all rebates & other discounts.
2700 HWY 90 West, Del Rio TX
(830) 775-7481 © 1-800-548-7481

' Cheap Chéapg Cheap

PROPANE

PICO PETROLEUM
~ 308 SOUTH GROVE
UVALDE, TX, 78801

278-5681

Free delivery to Brackettville Q?\?‘

CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC

Dr. Kent Lowery, D.C.
830-563-6249
830-765-4917

Located next to the Chevron on

Hwy 90 in Brackettville, Texas.
Now accepting major insurances.

Durden &
Durden, PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Bankruptcy

Probate
Trusts

Uvalde, Texas (830) 278-2550
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Business Law Wills
& Real Estate Law

SEW WHAT?

tacey Custom Embroidery

Ashabranner
Phone: 830-563-9006
Brackettville, Texas 78832
E-mail: ashent@medinaec.com
Custom Designs on clothes,
caps,bags,linens bedding,etc.
No order too big or too small!

, Unique Gifts! You tell us.
P o e oaei WellkSewWhat?

P.O. Box 917 |

8 Del Rio, Texas

~LENNOX

P
HOME COMFORT SYSIEMS

IENNOX

HOME COMFORT SYSIEMS

MEZA
4 \
it eI nC:

® Sales @ Service ® Installation
Residential & Commercial

WITH CREDIT APPROVAL all
Major Credit Cards Accepted

REFRIGERATION, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

509 E. 7th Suite A 150 mile radius service area

775-8896

This space could
be yours for $6

a week. Call

563-2852

T

100% FINANCING|

COUNTRY STYLE
Har & NAIL SALON
104 E. Spring St.

Waﬂ-in ,4 Walt.‘am

Senior Citizen Discount on Tues.

Tues. - Fri. 9-6
Sat. 10-5

Owner: Nyshe Luce
563-2743

T.W. Equipment, L.L.C.

Heavy Equipment Sales

3 Miles East on Hwy. 90
5 P.O. Box 1445
Brackettville, TX 78832

TIM WARD E-MAIL:

Off. 830-563-9965 A
Res. 830-563-2009 ctward@hllconet.com

Fax 830-563-2675 wWww.twequipment.net

Bruce Drilling and Services |

Pumps Tanks Wells

“Two Winning Teams, The Cowboys & ...”

ANGEL BREEZE SERVICES|

Specializing in
Turn Key Installation of
trouble free water systems

830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.|
.. Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444WPKL, | -

-

DALLAS

dish 5910108
cowsors 108 South Getty,
2003

, Uvalde, TX

(830)

DIRECTV.

Suite A,
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1 Mark

14 Bear

bus
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18 Tiny
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gym
™30 Units

134 Oat

§37 Lung

%

the skin
& Decelarator

10 Chicago

15 Takes a

18 Shape
17 Laaning

diagram
19 1st-can-
tury enm-
peror
§ 20 Young

22 Peon

24 Ending for
Qraph or
social

25 Opposite

28 Quenches
29 Jungle

135 Not back-
! wards
38 Hang on
¢ to

conlents

R
&=

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE
ROADRUNNER ENERGY ¥

Call Woody @ 563-9584 or 800-543-2630

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38 Blew one's 87 Method:
on t ahbr.
DOAWN
 Teain
SUops:
b,
2 Duintk
3 Prepoaition
4 Wrote back
5 Pickiing
solufion
& Pieca of
jeweiny
¥ Commercials
8 Word with
200 ar hae
2 Organic
compound
10 Approval
11 Part of
the eye
12 Nag's home
13 Qpening
21 Common
cantraction
23 Querded
25 Twisted
28 Great
qQuantity
27 Strange
28 Postion of
the bady
29 Wraparound
BCCASSOTY
31 Cowboy
movie

44 Country

45 Might noise

48 Symbol of
victory

47 Small
weight

48 Stackened

50 Suppartive
of

51 Bum
slowly,
without
a flame

54 Ulcerates

58 O'Hara
home

58 Two cants’
worth

81 Copy: abbe.

plece B2 M*A*S'H

of star

83 One of
The Judds

B4 Lazarus,
for one

85 Curve

BB Assisted,
cocknay-
style

rbose

4M Dozer Service

Roll Chopping
Shredding
Plowing/Planting

Dozers
Motorgraders
Backhoes

Mark Frerich
(830)563-2075 HM
(830)563-5846 . mobile

Mitch Frerich
(830)563-3005 HM
(830)563-5240 mobile

AT

Prices

Brackettville, TX 830-563-2471

P.O. Box 1010 ‘g
W. Spring St.  {%

Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon

)

oy
inney County Wool & Mohai;%’
The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store.
*Livestock Feed * Game Feed *

* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive

PERSONALIZED CALENDARS
Full Color Copies From Your Snapshots
12 picture $30.00 ® 3 or more $25.00 ea.

1 picture $5.00

Add special occasions such as birthdays, anniversary,

etc. for only .50¢ per entry for the 1 calendar.

Order early for the holidays.
SE HABLA ESPANOL

Copies To Go...

2400 Veterans Blvd. Suite 8 « Del Rio, TX 78840
830-775-1121 « Fax 830-775-2351
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58 Bovders

&7 Nurse's

ASAP
60 PTA
mamber
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HAPPY W}
BIRTHDAY

Victor Abrego
Johnie Beard
Sergio Cardenas
Danny Molinar
Elena Molinar

D SR

Pat Foster

Pam Melancon
Margarita Pena
Christina Smith

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

26

Jesse Garcia
Clarisa Aguirre
Joan Boutwell
Myrna Gonzalez
Judy Hooker

11. Lemonade

12, Mik
13. Punch

14, Soda

15. Tang
16. Tea

17. Vodka

18, Water
19. Whiskey

20, Wine

8 N1 Dk TP 6

by Charles Cooper

AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) Those in nego-
tiations, whether in business
or personally, will succeed. In
general, things are going your
way. Travel is in the stars af-
ter the holiday season winds
down.

PISCES (February 19 to
March 20) Your intuition is
working overtime. Follow
these hunches. While you're
not in the holiday mood, make
an effort for loved ones.

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) A minor irritation at work
shouldn't throw you for the
whole week. You have impor-
tant tasks to accomplish. Later,
your social life is positively
whirling, what with holiday
celebrations and all!

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) An unexpected opportu-
nity falls right into your lap.
Where it concerns your ca-
reer, choose carefully. Com-
promise is the watchword for
week's end as family members
are divided on how to spend
the holiday.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) You're in no position to
be lending people money.
With the holidays, things are
tight as it is. While your
heart's in the right place,
you're not thinking clearly.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Come up with a plan
wherein you and your family
can donate time to a nursing
home or hospital this holiday
season. You'll find the true
meaning of giving. Later in

the week, a bigwig at work has
a happy surprise for you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
Social invitations are arriving.
Thus, you'll need to sort out
the wheat from the chaff. Not
every outing can be under-
taken, so choose wisely.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) A gift you ordered
some time ago still hasn't ar-
rived. You may have to come
up with an alternative. This
weekend is a holiday dream
come true.

LIBRA (September 23 to
October 22) Your usual holi-
day happiness is marred this
week by a work worry. Re-
member, fretting won't
change things. Come up with
a concrete plan of attack.

SCORPIO (October 23 to
November 21) A meeting
you'd prepared for is taken off
the schedule. Deal with this
gracefully. No one's mind is
really on work this week any-
way.

SAGITTARIUS (November
22 to December 21) Tie up
some loose ends on the job.
This cl;ars your schedule for
upcoming important events.
Over the holiday, you enjoy
domestic harmony.

CAPRICORN (December
22 to January 19) The best
way to deal with a contentious
co-worker is with tact. Ulti-
mately, this person comes
around to your way of think-
ing. Later, some last-minute
holiday shopping is in order.

(c) 2004 DBR Media, Inc.
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Unto us a Son i IS born

Two narratives, two

“Where’s Rolando spending
the day?” Lola asked.

“He’s visiting his kids Mama.
He said he wants Christmas to
be special for them. I’m very
proud of him for that.” Josie
paused. “But I’'m a little
jealous.” She smiled. Both
women laughed. Pointing to the
mountains of food, Lola issued
a directive to Josie and two
daughters in law. “All of this,”
she said. “Must go to the dining
room table.

Tell everyone that it’s time
to gather and eat our Christmas
dinner.” The message was
relayed from room to room.
Adults responded and walked to
the dining room continuing their
conversations as they went.
Children ran and shoved and
giggled. The mood was happy
and light. Alfredo stood and
raised his arms. The noise was
silenced. Even the giggling
children knew to show respect
for the Patriarch.

Alfredo stood like a rock. His
family looked to him with
reverence and respect. They
listened for what they had heard
every Christmas for decades. No
matter how many times they
heard Alfredo’s Christmas
blessing, it always brought
freshness and strength to his
children and grandchildren.

He began, “You’ve all
received gifts from one another;

Empowering
Families

| Dr. Donald
Smith

gifts that are expressions of your
love and gratitude. Long, long
ago God expressed his love for
us by sending His Son to
become like us in every way and
to die for our sin so that we have
everlasting life.

A young virgin girl named
Mary was chosen to give the
baby Jesus his human birth
through a miracle of the Holy
Spirit.” Then as if an unseen
hand directed a heavenly choir,
the family sang “Away in a
manger ....”

Alfredo’s eyes clouded with
tears. He continued. “We are
blessed today. A virgin con-
ceived and bore a son whose
name is Emmanuel. And unto us
that son is given. And dominion
and authority is his forever. He
is Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
and Prince of Peace. May the
Prince of Peace bless you today
and all the days of your lives.
May you know the everlasting
joy that radiates from the
Bethlehem manger and resounds
in the everlasting choirs of
angels.”

Many of us USA citizens,
in a few hours more than 24,
will be celebrating Christmas
2004.

I present you with some-
thing to think about before
then. Only two of the four Gos-
pels tell us the story and events
surrounding the birth of Jesus
of Nazareth. The Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew is the first
to share with us several con-
nected meanings of Christmas
from his community’s perspec-
tive, this after years of prayer-
ful reflection. The Gospel of
Luke is the second. This Gos-
pel also shares with us other
meanings, in addition to those
from Matthew, and also from
his community’s perspective,
after years of prayerful reflec-
tion. If we take the sequence
of events as the Gospel accord-
ing to Luke presents them, one
clue has caught my attention
recently. We need only peruse
the newspapers and watch the
various TV news broadcasts, to
become aware of frightening,
at least disconcerting, situa-
tions in our own nation and in
other regions of the world. It
was in the first chapter of his
Gospel that Luke relates the
story of how a young lady be-
came aware of a call from

stories, SO many clues

St. Mary
Magdalene
Church

Fr.
™| Cornelius

above. Luke tells us she asked
a few questions. The messen-
ger eventually said to her: ‘Do
not be afraid”. (You can read
the rest in Luke 1:26-38) And
then, in the next chapter (2:1-
21), this same Luke narrates the
story of the birth of Jesus, how
“an angel of the Lord stood be-
fore” the shepherds “and the
glory of the Lord shown
around them, and they were
terrified”. The angel said to
them: “Do not be afraid.”
Finally, we turn to The Gos-
pel according to Matthew
(1:23). He let’s us know that:
“Look, the virgin shall con-
ceive a son, and they Shall
name him Emmanuel, which
means “God is with us”. So,
“Do not be afraid” (because)
“God-is-with-us” is one of the
clues we can discover from
God’s letter to us. Does this
merit a “Happy Holiday” or a
“Merry (Blessed) Christmas”

from one to another?

Feast of Christ the King

My dear people of Brackett-
ville,

Peace be with you! On this
great Feast of Christ the King, I
pray that he will always reign
supreme in your hearts. On this
occasion I have made a pilgrim-
age to the Shrine of Our Lady
of PenaFrancia to ask her assis-
tance in writing you this most
important letter. The Holy Fa-
ther, Pope John Paul II, has de-
clared this year, Oct. 2004 - Oct.
2005, “The Year of the Eucha-
rist.” Many special graces are
being poured out in this time,
especially for those who go to

“Our Lord in the Eucharist.

On the night before his death
on the Cross, Jesus gave to the
Apostles the Bread of Life. He
said, “This is my body, which
will be given up For you; do this
in memory of me,” and then,
“This cup is the new covenant
in my blood” (Luke 22:19-20).
This Eucharist is the unique
presence of Christ, not his only
presence, but the most perfect
presence for it is truly his body,
blood, soul, and divinity, hid-
den in the form of bread and
wine.

This teaching is not easy, but
nor has it been easy since the
beginning. In St. John’s Gospel,
Ch. 6, Jesus said, “Whoever eats
my flesh and drinks my blood
lives in me and I in him and I
will raise him on the last day.
For my flesh is true food and
my blood is true drink. Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my
blood will have eternal life.” He
went on to say, “Unless you eat
my flesh and drink my blood
you have no life within you.”
Sadly some of the disciples said
this teaching is too difficult, and
they left him. It was then that
Jesus turned to the Twelve and
said, “Will you leave me also?”
Peter responded in the way that
we must also respond, “Master,
to whom shall we go, you have
the words of eternal life.” Yes,
this mystery, this teaching is
hard, but Christ is the King, he
is the Son of God and he is God
himself. To whom else shall we
go?

On the afternoon of the Res-
urrection, two disciples were
leaving Jerusalem, walking on
the road to Emmaus (Luke 24).
They were confused, scared, and
fearful for their own lives. Along
the road they were joined by a
wayfarer who was none other
than the Risen Lord himself, but
their eyes were prevented from
recognizing him. He asked
them, “What are you discussing
as you go along?” They re-
sponded by asking are you the
only one in Jerusalem who
doesn’t know of the things that
have taken place in these last
days.

As they continued along the
road, the wayfarer opened up to
them the Scriptures, beginning
with Moses and all the proph-
ets, and showed how it all
pointed to what would happen
to Jesus and how he would be
raised on the third day. As he
spoke their hearts burned within

Postcard
Home

Brother
Henry Clay
Hunt (ll

them. As they approached
Emmaus, the wayfarer gave the
impression that he was going to
continue on. But they urged
him, “Stay with us, For the day
is past and evening draws near. ”
So he went into the house and
they sat dowa for a meal' af the
table"He 'took the bréad; said ™
the blessing, and broke it. It was
in the breaking of the bread that
they recognized that it was Jesus.
This is the significance of the
encounter on the road to
Emmaus; we recognize Jesus in
the “Breaking of the Bread”....
the Eucharist.

In this time, a time of dark-
ness and confusion, a time of fear
and uncertainty, a time of
troubles and anxiety, we are
called to make the same prayer
as the disciples on the road to
Emmaus ... ”Stay with us Lord,
For the day is past and evening
draws near.” “Mane Nobiscum
Domine”...stay with us Lord.
Before Jesus returned to the Fa-
ther in heaven he said, “I will
be with you always, even to the
end of the age.” (Mat-
thew28:20).

The way that he is with us is
in the Eucharist, it is his pres-
ence among us par excellence.
The Eucharist is not a “some-
thing’, it is a “somebody”; the
question is not “What is the
Eucharist” but “Who is the Eu-
charist”.

It is Christ himself and it is
important that we recognize his
face in the Eucharist just as the
disciples on the road to Emmaus
did.

The Lord was brilliant in his
awesome design for when we
receive the Eucharist, we enter
into the most profound and inti-
mate communion with Christ.
“Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood lives in me and
Iin him.” When we consume the
Eucharist, he becomes one with
us in a very intimate way; like
the food that enters the blood-
stream of our bodies and through
our vital metabolism becomes

life and energy for us. When we
drink the cup of his blood, he
remains on our lips and on our
tongues, the very breath that we
inhale and exhale is filled with
Christ’s presence.” He who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood
abides in me and I in him. As
the living Father sent me, and I
live because of the Father, so he
who eats me will live because of
me.” (John 6:56-57).

How can we celebrate this
Year of the Eucharist? The Holy
Father has charged us to live the
gifts of the Eucharist that we
have been given: Partictilarly-to
receive the Eucharistic Com-
munion in the Holy Mass, most
especially on Sunday which is
the day we celebrate the Resur-
rection (our hope) but everyday
if possible.

What greater could we do
each day than to receive our
precious Lord. Spend time in
front of the Blessed' Sacrament
and the tabernacle; it is here
where we come into that graced
encounter, where the Lord re-
veals himself to us, where we

contemplate his face in the Eu--

charist. Participate in the out-
ward expression of the Eucha-
ristic procession on the feast of
Corpus Christi. Join with the
Bishop, the shepherd and pas-
tor, on Holy Thursday, the cel-
ebration of the Last Supper,
which is the institution of the
Eucharist and the Holy Priest-
hood. Let this time be a true
deepening of your Eucharistic
life through meditation and con-
templation on this mystery of
light. It is key that when you go
to contemplate the face of Christ,

you do it with Mary who is the
Woman of the Eucharist, She
knows the face of her Son more
perfectly than any other person;
she looked upon him as he
nursed at her breast, she watched
as he grew as a child, as he
played, she observed as he
worked with his father as a car-
penter, she witnessed as he
changed the water into wine at
the wedding feast in Cana, she
wondered as he gave sight to the
blind man and cured the leper,
she saw the way he forgave the
sins of the people, she looked

inte his eyes as-he-fell-under the

weight of the Cross and it was
from her that he drew courage
to rise again, she saw him
pierced through as he hung be-
tween heaven and earth, and she
saw the Face of Jesus in his
glory.

She watched him the whole
way and it is her role to help us
to contemplate the Face of
Christ. Go to her in this time,
ask her to help; especially in the
prayer of the rosary.

May this year be one of deep
Eucharistic communion for you.
Follow the way of all the Saints
who found their nourishment in
the Eucharist on their journey
towards perfection. Remember
that the church looks toward the
Blessed Virgin Mary as a model,
in that we are called to imitate
her in her relationship with this
most holy mystery.

May she, the Woman of the
Eucharist, accompany you on
your journey during these days
bringing the light of Christ to
the encircling gloom.

Viva Cristo Rey!

Jesus, my anchor

St. John’s
Missionary
Church

Rev. Bill
Adams Sr.

That by two immutable
things, in which was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us.

Which hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil.

Whither the forerunner is for
us entered, even Jesus, made an
high priest forever after the or-
der of Melchisedec. Merry Christmas!

" The Brackell Jews )

$2 for the first page, $1 for each page thereafter.

FAX IT FAST!!

Q(ﬂ South Ann Street Phone: (830) 563—285%

Come to the Frontier

ABible Based New Testament Church
9:45 am Bible Study/Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Sunday Night at the Movies.
7:00 pm Wednesday Night Service
Nursery Provided

Pastor: Ned Sitzes
Frontier Baptist Church (SBC) Corner of Ann & El Paso

Hebrews 6:18-20. His name
is Jesus.

Christmas Day Service at 9
a.m. Everyone Welcome.

Welcome!
Church of Christ

808 N. Ann 563-2616
Sunday AM, 9:30 Classes
& 10:30 Worship
Wednesday PM 6:30 Classes
Minister: Ray Melton

First Unitcd Methodist Church

109 James Street - Next to the Clinic
Sunday School 8:30 - Worship 10:45
Staffed Nursery Every Sunday
. Christmas Eve
_.Candlelight Service-T.PM-

open hearts, open minds, open d'aors.f

First Baptist Church (SBC)

Corner of Ann and Veltman Phone: 563-2245
Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Adult/Youth/Children Discipleship Training 6 p.m.
Evening Service 7 p.m.
Wednesdays 7 p.m. Bible Study
Pastor Darin Koenig

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA
Corner of Fort & Henderson
Sunday: Worship 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:10 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Healing Service Wednesday 12:10 - 12:50 p.m.
Email:www.ourredeemerlutheran.org

PASTOR NATHAN LAFRENZ 563-9607

Custom

beat the others!

MONUMENTS

e\Vases -

None too small
or too large
Price us last and we will

at Del Rio Funeral Home

Designse
Statues

See our display

or call 1-800-899-3892

7

Face, Underarms, Chest,

@ Consult - no charge

Dean Blount RN, MSN, FNP, CEN Isaac Sosa MD - Medical Director

GIVE HER WHAT SHE REALLY WANTS
Comprehensive Professional Skin Care

Mini Peels - Microdermabrasion - Dermaplaning - Chemical Peels - Acne Treatment
Tattoo & Scar Reduction - Laser Hair Removal

Permanent Laser Hair Reduction

Back, Bikini line, Legs

® Ladies moustache starting as low as $29.95 per treatment. Package of 5 laser
moustache treatments only $99.95.

® Holiday Gift Certificates
Open Saturday, Sunday & Monday

Texas Southwest Medical Aethetics Clinique

524 East Nopal, Uvalde, Texas

830.486.9582 deanblount@sbcglobal.net

N

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

State of the Art
Laser Therapy

Cataract Surgery with lens implant
Diabetic Eye Disease

Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
Laser Surgery in the Office
Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511
or 830-278-2020

927 East Main Street
Uvalde, Texas
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A holiday greeting from
ressman Henry Boni

I bope that this ho 104y
season brings you and ,
YOUS al, tbe joy on eartb. ;

It bas [)een wy) bonor to
represent you for the [ast
twelve years and T [ook
orward to omotber
successful year for the
people of the 231
Congressional District.

r Henry Bonilla, Jill DeYoung Treasurer
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Considering Divorc

One of the most disturbing
passages in the Bible will be read
- in many churches this week. It
usually slips our notice, so I
thought I'd mention it here.

From Matthew, chapter 1,
verses 18 - 19: ‘Thls is how the
birth of Jesus Christ came about:
His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph, but be-
fore they came together, she was
found to be with child through
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph
her husband was a righteous
man and did not want to expose
her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.”
(NIV) (emphasis mine)

Did you ever notice this?
Jesus was very nearly born into
a single-parent household! If you
think divorce holds some minor
scent of scandal in our time, just
think how serious it was that
Joseph, proclaimed in the Gos-
pels to be “..a righteous
man...” wanted to divorce Mary,
the mother of Jesus!

Divorce is more than a 1%
century problem. All too often,
divorce happens in our families.
We need to talk about divorce
and why it happens. We also
need to carefully weigh the re-

St. Henry

By Dr. Donald Smith
Contributing Writer

Children, along with their
parents and a few grandparents
gathered at the parish hall of St.
Andrews Church on the
evening of Dec. 13 for a Christ-
mas party honoring their
achievements as participants in
the fall tutoring program. Vol-
unteer tutors organized games
for the children and gave away
lots of gifts.

Each child received a certifi-
cate of achievement along with
a certificate donated by Sonic
for a hamburger and drink.

Parents also received certifi-

First United
Methodist
Church

Rev. Roger
Baker

sults of divorce against the de-
sire of the parents to live apart.
Divorce is never an easy answer
nor is it ever a completely satis-
factory solution. But the Bible
tells us there are times when righ-
teous people have considered
divorce necessary.

Many families split by di-
vorce will have a reunion dur-
ing the Christmas holidays.
Children whose time is mostly
spent with one parent may sud-
denly find themselves pulled in
two directions as mother and
father yearn for the child’s af-
fection and attention. In a few
cases, timid parents shift the
burden of emotionally charged
decisions about schedules onto
the backs of children. Asking a
child to “just tell us who you
want to spend Christmas with”
is forcing them into selecting
one parent before another.

De Osso celebrates and honors volunteers

cates for their willingness to be
a part of their child’s education.
A poinsetta was presented to
each parent as a reminder to
maintain the skills learned from
their tutors. While the children
played games their parents lis-
tened to Dr. Anita Torres Smith
and Paulita Montalvo talk about
the importance of the home in
their children’s education. Par-
ents were asked if they would
like to participate in a continu-
ing support group in which they
can learn to help each other with
the academic problems their
children face. Most indicated
that they would. During the
spring, such a support group

- Surely we can find ways to give

our children the gift of freedom
from emotional tug-of-war, even
if it means a temporary boon to
our former partners.

In Joseph’s case, the poten-
tial divorce with Mary was
avoided. Joseph became the
step-father of Jesus, and the po-
tential scandal was avoided. It
probably wasn’t comfortable for
Joseph across the many years he
raised Jesus as his son - but tra-
dition tells us that Joseph was
an honorable father and pro-
vider for his blended family.
When Jesus was baptized many
years later, the birth Father (the
Holy Spirit) attended the service
and made a statement typical of

a proud Father (see Luke 3:21- .

22.)

At First United Methodist, we
have families built from many
different life experiences — in-
cluding divorce, death, and re-
marriage. No matter how your
family was created, you are wel-
come here! Celebrate Christmas
by joining your Christian fam-
ily in worship on Sunday morn-
ing at 10:45 (or maybe even ar-
rive a bit early for coffee with
the Sunday School at 9:30.)

will become a reality. The
SHDO Family Project has been
working in Brackettville for five
years. According to Dr. Don
Smith, “this is the first year that
we have had one hundred per-
cent participation by the parents
in the Christmas party.

Credit for that success goes
to Paulita Montalvo who has
been working directly with the
parents this fall.”

Dr. Smith says, “We believe
that God is the author of the life
of each child and He has.a won-
derful plan for each child’s life.
God’s plan includes success in
school and a bright and happy
future for each life. His plan

We are now at the most diffi-
cult point of the Christmas holi-
day for the children.

They are out of school, sleep-
ing late, playing with their
brothers and sisters, enjoying
the beautiful weather we have
had the passed few days, but
every few minutes they find
themselves looking longingly at
the wrapped Christmas presents
under the tree.

They find it hard to wait for
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day
depending on the family tradi-
tion. They find themselves won-
dering what is inside the wrap-
pings and boxes. Is it what they
have been wishing for? Is it what
they have been hoping for? Did
Santa get their wishes and hopes
straight?

What are our wishes and
hopes these days? Could we be
wishing and hoping for peace in
our world, our homes, our fami-
lies? Are we wishing and hop-
ing for better health, a cure for
a deadly illness, or a quick re-
covery? Are we wishing and
hoping for employment, a raise,
or a different job? I’'m sure we
all have so many wishes, desires,
and hopes. So much so that I
think we get wishing and hop-

does not include school failure,
poverty, prison and early preg-
nancy.

The SHDO Family Project is
committed to helping each fam-
ily to realize their potential and
to live God’s plan for them.”

During the Spring the Fam-
ily Project will conduct a series
of parenting classes beginning
on February 14 and ending on
March 7. The classes will be con-
ducted in the new cafeteria at the
school. All parents and others
who work in the community are
invited.

Dr. Smith says, “We never
have enough volunteers for our
fall tutoring program. If you are

My Flrst ChrlstmaS° Remembermg days of old

Contrzbutmg Wrn‘er

I had my first Christmas when
I was 32 years old. I say that
because every Christmas before
that was my mother’s Christmas
or my grandmother’s Christmas
or believe it or not, my first
mother in law’s Christmas. Each
of these prior Christmases’s was
paid for, orchestrated and/or
provided by others.

It was December 1992. I was
newly divorced and living alone
with my children for the first
time. My children were 7 and 4
years old. Always before there
had been parents, or a husband
in the house. This time was dif-
ferent: I had moved to Del Rio
the previous May, with little
more than my children and our
clothing in a beat up car, flee-
ing a very unhappy marriage. I
lived with my parents until No-
vember, until I could get every-
thing arranged to live on my
own. I had found a clerical job
at a car dealership, a job that I
was very overqualified for and
that paid little more than mini-
mum wage. It was all that was
available. Thanks to federal rent
assistance, a day care subsidy
program and a few food stamps,
I had a decent apartment and
could pay my bills if I were care-
ful. The apartment was small, but

Lcomfortable. It was

flw.,-.wuh cast SffFarnitire from my -

mother’s teacher friends, garage
sale finds and K-mart blue light
specials. It was probably cheesy,
but to me it was beautiful. I had
the kitchen table and chairs I had
grown up with. (My frugal
mother had finally bought her-
self a new set after 20 years, my
need for furniture justifying the
expenditure. ) I had Renoir prints
my mother and grandmother had
decoupaged one hot summer
many years ago, and crewel em-
broidered wall hangings Angel
(my grandmother) had painstak-
ing created throughout her many
years of “watching” every tele-
vision sportscast with my be-
loved grandfather, Papa.

The kids had their first Christ-
mas tree. Due to high city rent
prices-there had never been
money for such an extra expense
in the past. There had always
been presents, just no tree. Ac-
tually there was no money that
year either. A new friend from
work decided to get a bigger tree
that year, and passed her old one
on to me, complete with lights
and decorations. It was only four
feet tall but when we placed it
on an old end table, it made a
fine display in our front win-
dow. The kids were so thrilled
when we put it up that I had to
blink back the tears. In my

'is crystal clear It was a few
weeks before Christmas. I had
just taken my last night school
final exam. When I got home,
Mom had the kids in bed. After
she left, I kicked off my shoes,
and popped open a diet coke. I
turned off the lights, snuggled
on the couch and stared at the
twinkling lights.

Ah, life was good. Although
Delaney had a broken wrist from
a little incident where Joey had
pushed her down while skating,
and Joey had barely survived a
terrible asthma attack several
months earlier, things were calm
now. They were both healthy
and happy. The Christmas toys
I had put in layaway in early
October were paid for and care-
fully hidden at my parent’s
house nearby. My fall classes
were over. For five blissful
weeks, I did not have evening

day God was in hlS heaven and
all was right with my world.
Looking back that Christmas
might have been one of my
worst. I was in a strange city

‘without any close friends and

spending my first Christmas as
a single mother. I had a menial
job and very little money. But
what I did have was more im-
portant. I had my children with
me and my parents and brother
just blocks away. I had hope for
my future and peace in my heart.
It was enough.

As I pause this holiday sea-
son to count my blessings and
reflect upon what I wish for
those dearest to me I realize what
I wish for my husband, children,
grandson and all those I love: I
wish them hope for the future
and peace in their hearts, for if
they have these things, they have
it all.

COME TO THE
'FRONTIER
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

7 P.M. FRIDAY DEC. 24.

HOME for

CHRISTMAS

this time!

/"’\

There’s no better wish we could make for
all our wonderful friends and patrons at

a‘%ﬁwmd[%p/ (/%dlay
Winney G’Wmfwwz am//”W

| Our Redeemer
Lutheran &
St. Andrew’s

Nathan
Lafrenz

ing all mixed up. Let me try and
differentiate the two.

When we wish for something
we usually have the desired out-
come already in mind. For ex-
ample several weeks ago I found
myself wishing really hard that
the Brackett Tigers would defeat

Shiner in the football playoff

game. Obviously the desired out-
come in my mind was a Brackett
victory.

Hope however is much more
significant than my desired out-
comes to my wishes. Hope has
to do with trusting in God’s
planned outcome. Hope means
trusting that God has a plan and
He is bringing His plan to

completion according to His

Will. We, on this side of eter-

nity, do not know completely

God’s plan for His creation.
Our desired outcomes to our

wishes may or may not fit in His

plan. That is uncomfortable. I

interested in helping by being a
volunteer tutor or in any other
way contact us at 563-2285.”

e The dlfflClllt part of Christmas

want God’s plan to mesh with
my wishes.

But in reality God’s plan is
much more complete and ben-
eficial than any wish I could
imagine. Let us place our hope
in God’s hands, not our own, and
trust that He knows what is truly
best for each one of us this year.

Join with Our Redeemer
Lutheran at 7 p.m. and St.
Andrew’s Episcopal at 11 p.m.
for our Christmas Eve Candle-
light Services where we will cel-
ebrate hope in Our Lord’s birth.

TJOYOUS
TIDINGS

A Vory Moy Clonistias &
Happy New Yoo To AU Froms
The Cty of Buackstticlle
Housing Adthondly 1

¥
RV ER RANCHITO
- Are you single, a 30 amp RV’er, and are
~looking for a place to hook up?
‘Well, we are looking for someone over 55
~ who would like a scenic low cost RV space in
_exchange for light care taking duties
 (watering plants and feeding animals) on
~high-ground scenic Ranchito near
Fort Clark Springs (Bracettville area).
: Applicant should be quiet
(no party people, please!)
and wanting a secure place to live.
- Monty 830-563-2305
US68VET @yahoo.com

From Our gamz[y
- fo yOlll“S. A

May this be a very S!'H"‘l';dt Hr}iiclay Season.
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Deck the halls and be of good cheel:, it's
time to be merry, for Christmas is here! As you

come together with your dear ones, we wish you every blessing!

%/‘ﬁy Ké/’/’df/nad a;zr/

&

Val Vﬁxl'de Regional

Center

ualiey health care heve at home .,
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ADOPTIONS DRIVERS WANTED FINANCIAL SERVICES

Note: It is illegal to be paid for
anything beyond medical and
legal expenses in Texas adop-
tion.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? We can help! We
specialize in matching families
with birthmothers nationwide.
TOLL FREE 24 hours a day, 1-
866-921-0565. One True Gift
Adoptions.

AUTOMOBILES

AAA RATED DONATION. Do-
nate your car, boat or real estate.
IRS tax deductible. Free pick-up/
tow any model/condition. Help
underprivileged children, 1-800-
598-9211, Outreachcenter.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending
machines in 30 locations -
$9,995. Call now! 1-800-836-
3464, 1.800.VENDING.

AMERICA’S HOTTEST OPPOR-
TUNITY - DOLLAR STORES.
Own your own store. Turnkey
from $45,900. DollarServices4
.Com, 1-800-829-2915.

EARN UP TO $600 weekly help-
ing the government part-time. No
experience. A lot of opportuni-
ties. E. G. Solutions, 1-800-
493-3688, Code R-37. Invest-
ment required.

DRIVERS WANTED

ADVANCE YOUR DRIVING ca-
reer! Increase in pay package.
Contractors and company
needed. Flatbed, refrigerated,
tanker, over-the-road, some re-
gional. Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense training. 1-800-771-
6318, www.primeinc.com.

ANNOUNCING....A PAY raise
for 2005! OTR drivers going to
.46 cents/mile! Regional drivers
going to .44 cents/mile and
home most weekends! Operators
going to .91 cents/mile! Plus fuel
stabilization. Heartland Express,
1-800-441-4953, www.heart
landexpress.com.
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e 3.0L V-6

® Air Conditioning

® 4-Wheel ABS

® Power Windows/Locks
e AM/FM/CD

@ Rear Jump Seats

@ Overdrive Transmission

SALE
PRICE

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANS-
PORT. Teams and solos check
out our new pay plan. Owner/
Operators, experienced drivers,
solos, teams and graduate stu-
dents. Call 1-888-MORE PAY
(1-888-667-3729). EOE.

DRIVERS: EARN ESTIMATED
$100,000 yearly. Team Drivers
only. Home time and insurance.
No Touch freight. 2 years expe-
rience. Herring Trucking, 1-888-
353-7713.

DRIVERS: FLATBED OTR, re-
gional and specialized $1,000
sign-on, new pay package, ex-
cellent pay and benefits. Com-
pany drivers, lease purchase,
Owner/Operators, students start
at .32 cpm. Will train CDL driv-
ers for flatbed. Arrow Trucking,
1-888-679-7323.

DRIVERS, HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
$4,000 sign-on, one year OTR
experience/Class A/CDL. $500
on 2nd paycheck, $500 after
10,000 miles then .03 cpm for
100,000! 1-800-569-9232,
Conwell Corp.

DRIVERS HOME EVERY week-
end running Texas and surround-
ing states. Competitive pay and
benefits, flatbed experience with
steel preferred. Stiles Truck Line,
M-F. 1-800-877-4790 or 1-
972-723-2669.

DRIVERS - NEW PAY Package-
More freight - less sitting! Com-
pany drivers OTR and regional
freight, Class A/CDL/HazMat.
Clean MVR. Call Bob/Wendy, 1-
800-666-0380, NFI Industries.

EMPLOYMENT

PERSON TO CUT cedar post and
stays on ranch north of
Brackettville, TX. 409-752-
7758 or 409-781-7586.

THE FOLLOWING POSTITION is
open at BISD. Special Education
Teacher. Application Procedure:
Download from website
www.brackett.k12.tx.us, pick up
at the BISD Central Office, 400
Ann Street, or request by mail,
Brackett ISD, PO Box 586,
Brackettville, TX 78832. For in-
formation, call Central Office at
(830) 563-2491, fax: (830)
563-9264. Applications will be
accepted until the position is
filled. Direct inquires to Paula
Renken, Principal. Brackett ISD
is an equal opportuntiy employer.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID

-training for a high paying career.

Aviation Maintenance. FAA pre-
dicts severe shortage. Financial
aid, job placement assistance, 1-
888-349-5387, AIM, 6 loca-

CASH LOANS UP to $1000.00.
No credit check! Cash in your
checking account within 24
hours. Call 1-866-756-0600.

FOR RENT

RANCH HOUSE. 20 miles N.E.
Brackettville. 3BR, 2 bath. All
electric brick home. 830-278-
7081 or after 6pm 830-563-
2665.

FORT CLARK SPRINGS Unit 7
#410, 2 bedroom, central heat,
completely furnished. Very nice.
Unit 15 #135, 2 bedroom, 2
bath. trailer, partially furnished,
carport and screened porch.
Very nice. 830-563-9238.

HOME BUILDER

BUY A NEW HOME for the holi-
days! We design, finance, build
and insure your new custom
home. 100% financing, $0
down.888-756-2522.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS to
Proposed, Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) Con-
tracts. Sealed proposals for con-
tracts listed below will be re-
ceived by TxDOT until the
date(s) shown below, and then
publicly read. Construction/Main-
tenance/Building Facilities
Contract(s). Dist/Div: Laredo,
Contract 0299-02-026 for re-
construct existing roadway in
Kinney County will be opened on
January 11, 2005 at 1:00 pm
at the State Office. Plans and
specifications are available for in-
spection, along with bidding pro-
posals, and applications for the
TxDOT Prequalified Contr-actor’s
list, at the applicable State and/
or Dist/Div Offices listed below.
If applicable, bidders must sub-
mit prequali-fication information
to TxDOT at least 10 days prior
to the bid date to be eligible to
bid on a project. Prequalification
materials may be requested from
the State Office listed below.
Plans for the above contract(s)
are available from TxDOT's
website at www.dot.state.tx.us
and from reproduction companies
at the expense of the contractor.
NPO: 15145. State Office,
Constr./Maint. Division, 200 E.
Riverside Dr., Austin, Texas
78704. Phone: 512-416-2540.
Dist/Div Office(s), Laredo Dis-
trict, District Engineer, 1817 Bob
Bullock Loop, Laredo, Texas
78043. Phone: 956-712-7400.
Minimum wage rates are set out
in bidding documents and the
rates will be part of the contract.
TxDOT ensures that bidders will
not be discriminated against on
the grounds of race, color, sex,
or national origin.

O’Rourke Realty
Paul & Elsa O’Rourke

P.O. Box 670 *
Brackettville, TX 7883

(830) 5632713

ﬂamﬂy
girtéc{ay

g

orou rke@the-i .net

PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL The
Middle Rio Grande Development
Council (MRGDC) is requesting
proposals from qualified vendors
for the installation of approxi-
mately thirty (30) public safety
mobile 2-way radios to be in-
stalled at locations to include vir-
tually all counties within the 9
county membership of MRGDC.
The mobile 2-way radios are new
and essentially right out of the
manufacture’s shipping boxes. A
commitment to a timely comple-
tion time will factor into choos-
ing the selected responder. Pro-
posal packets may be obtained
by contacting Spade Condry,
Telecommunications Coordina-
tor, Middle Rio Grande Develop-
ment Council, 216 West Main
St., Uvalde, TX 78801, (830)
278-4491 or Raul Diaz, 307
West Nopal Street, Carrizo
Springs, TX 78834, (830) 876-
3533 or TDD number (830)
876-1260. The deadline for sub-
mission is no later than Wednes-
day, January 19, 2005 at 3:00
P.M., CST. A copy of the RFP
may be requested via e-mail at
the following e-mail: raul.daiz@
mrgdc.org. E-mail requests must
provide a contact persons name,
company name, complete ad-
dress, phone and fax numbers.
The Middle Rio Grande Develop-
ment Council is an opportunity
employer and auxiliary aids and
services may be available upon
request to individuals with dis-
abilities. The Middle Rio Grande
Development Council reserves
the right to accept or reject any
or all proposals.

Ken Barnett
Real Estate

® Acreage -

Fully furnished $34,500.00

® Unit 36 lot 39, FCS 2 Br, 1bt manufactured housing.

® Unit 3, lot 66, 3 br/2ba, enclosed porch, multi-car carport, st
80.03 Acres Tract #303 Leona Ranch.

® Unit 15 Ft. Clark Springs: 2 br/2 bath Mobile - Roof cover, Carport Golf Cart Shed

e 4.53 Acres off 19 Pepper Lane, Del Rio

e Unit 1 Lot 146 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba

e Unit 1 Lot 145 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba

e Masters Condo #1204 - Carport, all furniture and appliances.
e Unit 35, Block B, Lot 27-28, Mobile home - 2 br/2bath

Have Buyers - Need Listings! Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis

P.O. Box 1035
103 W. Spring St.
Brackettville, TX 78832
830-563-2446

orage room - $27,500.00

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE TRANT / BARBARA VOSS

Cho of the 100l joys
off W seadon is the opfiorluniy to say
M}owma/ém/zfowﬁﬁea&/%ééﬂm
el the vory teot Necr Year

View Listings: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

=

Properties

O(/f ey é’lszma:r

www Tejas-Properties.com

Phyllis & Les Meyer
615 Hwy 90 EAST
830-563-9911

and

| HUNTING ‘REAL ESTATE

7 DEER STANDS w/10 ft. tow-
ers. $450 ea. OBO. 830-563-
9906 or 409-935-7074.

- FOR SALE

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/
Weekends, Complimentary fa-
cials, products, etc. www .mary
kay.com/aflurry.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV system
includes standard installation! 3
months FREE HBO and Cinemax!
Access to over 225 channels!
Limited time offer. S&H. Restric-
tions apply. 1-800-264-3458.

MISCELLANEOUS

DSL OR HOME networking? SBC
DSL authorized agent right here
in town, network certified. We
also handle all types of computer
repair. Call Doctor Computer at
830-563-3443.

183.2 ACRES, MULE DEER,
blue quail, dove and javelina.
Panther Canyon with shared
well, cactus, sage and grease-
wood. West Texas, $185/acre,
owner financed. 1-830-885-
4578. www.ranchenterprises
Itd.com.

A BARGAIN. 100 ACRES -
$37,900. Trophy whitetails.
Rolling hills and draws, great
access. Abundant turkey, quail,
small game. More available. E-Z

terms. Texas Land and Ranches,
1-866-899-5263.

SELL YOUR
UNWANTED
ITEMS IN
THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

NOW IS THE
TIIVIE TO SAVE!

2004 F-150 R/C XLT 4X4

YOU SAVE

*12,495

2004 MUSTANG

® 4.2L V-6

® AM/FM/CD

® Power Windows
©® Power Locks

e Air Conditioning
@ O/D Transmission

SALE
PRICE

*12,695

2005 F-150 S/C STX

® 4.6L V-8

® Automatic Transmission
® Air Conditioning

@ 17” Aluminum Wheels
@ 6 Disc CD Changer

@ Color Keyed Bumpers

$0 dn.
$199 mo.

Sale price $19,995 + TT&L, 23 payments, Residual $16,225, 10,500 mi/yr, 2.5% WAC.

2005 SUPER CREW XLT

® 4.6L V-8

e 6-DISC CD

© Tubular Running Boards
® Power Seat

® Two-Tone Paint

® Automatic Transmission

® Power Windows/Locks
® Cruis/Tilt
© 17” Aluminum wheels

$0 dn.
$274 mo.

Sale price $25,995 + TT&L, 35 payments, 1 final of $17,344, 10,500 mi/yr, 1.45.% WAC.

2004 F-150 S/C

® 4.6L V-8

® Automatic

e AM/FM/CD

@ Air Conditioning

® Color Keyed Bumpers
© 17” Alloy Wheels

e Tilt Cruise

SALE
PRICE

MSRP ...........$26220
Rebate

FMCCS$ ..........$1500
DRFLM Disc. ....$4725

YOU SAVE - $9225

*16,995

2004 EXPLORER XLS

® 4.0L V-6

® Automatic

® Air Conditioning

e AM/FM/CD

® Power Windows/Locks
® Tilt Cruise

@ 355 Axle

SALE
PRICE

$27245 |

DRFLM Disc. ....$3250
YOU SAVE - $8750

18,495

® 4.6L V-8 " i
® Automatic Transmlssnon
® Air Conditioning

® Ltd. Slip Axle

e AM/FM/CD

® Power Windows/Locks

SALE
PRICE

MSRP ...........$28655
Rebate ............$4000
FMCCS$ ..........$1000
DRFLM Disc. ....$4660

YOU SAVE - $9660

18,995

2004 F-150 S/C

® 5.4L V-8

o T-Tow

o Ltd. Slip Axle

® Power Seat

© Running Boards

e AM/FM/CASS/CD

SALES
PRICE

MSRP' ...........$30650
Rebate ............$3000 |
FMCC$ 1°

Ford Disc. ...

Hail Disc. ...

DRFLM Disc. ....$46()()

YOU SAVE - $10655

19,995

2005 FORD EXPEDITION XLT

® 5.4L V-8

® AM/FM/6 DISC CD

® 3rd Row Seating

e Captains Chairs

® Dual Air Conditioning
® Power Windows/Locks

Sale price $30,495 + TT&L, 35 payments, 1 final of $19 ,066, 10,500 milyr, 2.5

® Running Boards
® Leather Seating
©17” Aluminum wheels

$0 dn.
$349 mo.

o WAC & TT&L.

**%()% for 72 mos on select vehicles. W.A.C. ****N/C discount pkg. on New ‘04/°05 Expeditions, not compatible with 0% for 72 mo. offer. Art for illustration purposes only.

Mercury

www.delriofordlm.com

2700 Hwy 90 W
Del Rio, Tx 78840

Sales: M-F 8:30 - 8:00, Sat 8:30 - 7:00
Service: M-F 7:00-6:00, Sat. 8:00-5:00

Ford

(830)-775-7481

1

-800-548-7481

Credit
<
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http://www.brackett.k12.tx.us
http://www.dot.state.tx.us
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