
Ashabranner, Swinson 
earn trip to state meet
See story, Page 7
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Controversy follows
Word of Joe Garza’s cam­

paign for mayor of Brackettville 
has reached Kenedy, Austin and 
beyond.

The retired educator of 29 
years has come under fire as the 
news of his campaign spread 
across Texas.

The Brackett News has re­
ceived numerous phone calls 
and e-mails concerning Garza’s 
efforts to seek public office.

Garza is facing J.J. Guidry 
and Ponce Padron in the upcom­
ing May 15 city election.

After anonymous defamatory 
letters about Garza were sent to 
voters throughout the city, he 
distributed a written response 
entitled “Set the Record 
Straight.”

“Instead of setting the record 
straight, he chooses to lie,” said 
Joe Baker, editor and publisher 
of The Countywide, Karnes 
County’s community newspaper.

In April 2002, Garza, former 
superintendent at Kenedy ISD, 
was indicted by a Karnes County 
grand jury on two charges of

tampering with a government 
record and three charges of ag­
gravated perjury.

“The (Kennedy ISD) board 
and the state, along with their 
attorneys, heard a complaint 
filed by a disgruntled employee 
that was the basis for the tam­
pering with government records 
indictment and ruled in my fa­
vor,” Garza said in his political 
flyer.

Baker said the statement is “a 
bald-faced lie — there’s just no 
nice way to say that.”

Garza
“The State Board for Educa­

tor Certification investigated 
and determined that Garza vio­
lated the professional educator’s 
code of ethics. This led to a two- 
year punitive restriction placed 
on Garza’s superintendent’s cer­
tificate and a settlement whereby 
Garza agreed to retire from edu­
cation,” Baker said. “SBEC 
ruled in favor of the complain­
ant — not Garza.”

Michael Shirk confirmed the 
suspension of Garza’s certifica- 
■  See CONTROVERSY/Page 5

A Stormy night Photos Courtesy o f Del Pfranger

A tornado, complete with a hail storm, flew  through Kinney County last Wednesday evening, but little damage was 
reported within the county. This photo was taken from Dei Pfranger's residence on Fourth Street.

Early voting 
is underway
Over 100 citizens turn out in first week 
of balloting for city, school elections

Citizens in Kinney County 
have been turning out to vote 
early in the upcoming May 15 
elections.

As of noon Wednesday, 131 
citizens had voted in the Brack­
ett ISD election, 118 in the Brac­
kettville city election and 38 in 
the Fort Clark MUD election.

“We’ve had a great turnout 
so far,” said Susan Esparza, early 
voting clerk for the BISD elec­
tion. “Last year we had over 400 
early voters, but they all came 
at the last minute. This year the 
first two days were really busy. 
I think we’re going to have a 
really good turnout.”

Early voting for all three 
elections continues through 
Wednesday. Polls will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on elec­
tion day.

All registered voters in the 
county are eligible to vote in the 
school board election. The city 
election is restricted to voters 
who reside in Brackettville and 
the MUD election is limited to 
Fort Clark residents.

In the city election, Joe N. 
Garza Jr., J. J. Guidry and Ponce 
Padron have all filed to run for 
mayor.

Seeking the Place 1 position 
on the council are incumbent 
Camilo Cruz Jr., Richard Gua­
jardo and Tully Welch.

Three candidates have filed 
to challenge incumbent Mary 
Flores for her Place 2 seat — 
Matt Bland, Ramon “Dido” 
Garcia and Stephanie “B’Ann” 
Gomez.

CITY ELECTION
Candidates in the upcoming 
May 15 elections:
City of Brackettville

■  Mayor: Joe N. Garza 
Jr., J.J. Guidry, Ponce Pad­
ron.

■  Alderman, Place 1:
Camilo Cruz J r., Richard 
Guajardo, Tully Welch.

■  Alderman, Place 2: Ra­
mon "D ido" Garcia, Stepha­
nie "B 'A nn " Gomez, M att 
Bland, Mary V. Flores.

■  Alderman, Place 4: 
Francisca "C hica" Garza.

■  Alderman, Place 5: 
John  S am an iego , Lydia 
Tipps.

Brackett iSD
■  A t-Large Trustees  

(three positions): Tony Ash­
ley, Susanna T. Castillo, Roy 
Jay Harris, Tom Swinson, 
Sara Terrazas.

Fort Clark MUD
■  At-Large Directors  

(th ree  positions): Ken 
Callnan, Don Ralston, Gre­
gory Stone, Bob Young.

Council member Johnny Sa­
maniego, Place 5, is being chal­
lenged by Lydia Tipps.

Tony Ashley, Susanna T. Cas­
tillo, Roy Jay Harris, Tom Swin- 
son and Sara Terrazas are seek­
ing seats on the school board.

Ken Callnan, Don Ralston 
Gregory Stone and Bob Young 
are running for the Fort Clark 
MUD board.

W ater board joins coalition for lobbying
"When the legislature tried to change 

our rules, the lobbyists came to bat for us 
and I think they were instrumental in get­
ting the legislature to just quit what they 
were doing. I'm all for i t . "

Groundwater Board Director Don Hood

The Kinney County Ground- 
water Conservation District has 
agreed to join a coalition for leg­
islative lobbying services.

The district’s directors agreed 
to pay the minimum monthly 
dues of $100 to join the Texas 
Groundwater District Coalition 
for Legislative Services.

The group is headed up by 
Jace Houston, general counsel 
of the Harris-Galveston Coastal 
Subsidence District and former 
counsel for the local groundwa­
ter district.

Board members Chuck Hall, 
Don Hood, Christopher Ring, 
Darlene Shahan and Cecil Smith 
voted to join the coalition, while 
newly-appointed director Dub 
Miller opposed the decision.

“I am 100 percent for it,” 
Hood said. “When the legisla­
ture tried to change our rules,

the lobbyists came to bat for us 
and I think they were instrumen­
tal in getting the legislature to 
just quit what they were doing. 
I’m all for it. Unfortunately, you 
have to have a lobbyist in­
volved. It’s just a fact of life.” 

The board agreed to pay the 
minimum fee of $100 per month 
to participate.

“We’ll never be able to hire 
a lobbyist of our own,” said 
Smith, the president of the 
board. “For $100 a month at 
least we’ll have some represen­
tation.”

Hood said he thought $100 a 
month was “very reasonable.” 

Smith said he was trying to 
get the funds donated to pay for 
the services through the remain­
ing five months of the fiscal year. 
Ring said he would donate the 
first $100, and more if neces­

sary.
Officials said the district 

could stop participating in the 
coalition at any time.

“If we decide four or five 
months down the line this is not 
for us, we can just quit paying 
our dues and we’re out of it,” 
Smith said. “We don’t have to 
sign a contract. We’re just a 
member as long as we pay our 
monthly dues.”

M iller and Hall both ex­
pressed concerns about the 
district’s financial situation.

“I’m not saying this isn’t a 
good expenditure, but we have 
to look at every nickel we spend 
from here on,” Hall said.

Miller asked if any of the 
board members had contacted 
other groundwater districts that 
had voted against joining the 
coalition.

“Edwards County was in a 
similar situation,” Smith said. 
“This is starting in the middle 
of our fiscal year. We had not 
programmed any money for it. 
Some of the places did not have 
the money to join. Edwards just 
didn’t have the money to spend 
$100 a month.

“Uvalde County hired their 
own lobbyist. They will join this 
after their lobbyist’s contract 
runs out on Dec. 1.”

Some districts are paying up 
to $1,000 to participate in the 
coalition. Shahan said the fees 
were based on the number of par­
ticipating districts.

Hall said he was against the 
distribution of votes among 
members based on the amount 
of the contributions. Districts 
get one vote for paying $100 to 
$249, two votes for $250 to

services
$499, three votes for $500 to 
$749, and four votes for $750 
or more.

“The more you put in, the 
more votes you get. It looks like 
to me somebody can just buy a 
vote,” Hall said.

The deadline to join the coa­
lition was last Friday. The local 
board met last Thursday to dis­
cuss the issue, but took no ac­
tion after discovering that the 
agenda for the special meeting 
was not legally posted.

The agenda for the 4 p.m. 
Thursday meeting was posted on 
Tuesday and did not meet the 
72-hour requirement of the 
Texas Open Meetings Act.

Former City Councilman 
Wes Robinson pointed out the 
illegality during public forum 
after Smith had called the meet­
ing to order.

IN S ID E

■  NHS ceremony
The annual induction cer­

emony of the Brackett High 
School National Honor Soci­
ety was recently held in the 
high school auditorium. 
Community/Page 3

■  Garza’s past
Joe N. Garza Jr., whose 

stewardship of Kenedy ISD 
was embroiled in controversy, 
is running for mayor of Brac­
kettville, his hometown. 
Community/Page 5

■  City streets
The three mayoral candi­

dates all agree that city streets 
are in dire need of repairs, but 
they have different ideas about 
how to fund them. 
Community/Page 5
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BHS has six qualify 
for state UIL meet

Six Brackett High School stu­
dents have qualified to compete 
in the UIL state academic meet 
this week in Austin. The event 
starts today and continues 
through Saturday.

Beth Ballew, Sarah Meyer, 
Tony Rosetti, Shanae Simmons, 
Ashley Smith and Ashley Thou- 
rot will represent BHS at the state 
competition.

Students qualified for state by 
placing in the top two in their 
respective events at the regional 
meet held last month in San 
Marcos. BHS had 20 students 
compete at the regional level.

Rosetti won first in extemp 
persuasive speaking at the re­
gional meet, while Shanae Sim­
mons took top honors in edito­
rial writing.

The accounting team of Bal­
lew, Meyer, Smith and Thourot 
placed first. Individually, Thou­
rot took first, Meyer finished 
third and Ballew was seventh.

Meyer also took sixth in com­
puter applications, while Emily 
Petrosky was fourth in prose and 
Star Smith was ninth in social 
studies.

Petrosky and Tillman Davis

Petrosky and Davis
previously qualified for state, 
competing in cross-examination 
debate in March. Davis and Pe­
trosky won the District 30-AA 
meet, while Rosetti and Beau 
Watkins qualified as alternates 
by placing third at District. 
Cody Robinette and Dana Bon­
ner took fifth at the district com­
petition.

“This has been an exeptional 
year for Brackett High School 
in UIL academic competition,” 
said Cindy Brandt, UIL coordi­
nator. “Each student who com­
peted in any event is a winner.

“Congratulations to all dis­
trict and regional winners and 
to all state qualifiers.”

Photos Special to The Brackett NewsState qualifiers
Representing BHS at the state UIL meet w ill be, top row  (from left): Shanae Simmons and 
Tony Rosetti. Bottom row: Ashley Thourot, Ashley Smith, Sarah Meyer and Beth Ballew.
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Columnist works for tickets 
to see ‘world’s best concert’

Reaching for stars 
... and the dollars

Pick up any paperback mys­
tery on today’s bestseller list and 
the pages will come alive with 
stories of cyber crime, toxic 
chemical weapons or feats of 
genetic and biological wizardry. 
The settings for many of today’s 
most popular television shows 
are crime labs, science halls and 
emergency rooms.

But America’s fascination 
with science, medicine and tech­
nology is not merely fictional — 
our leadership in new and 
emerging fields is very real. And 
Texas is leading the way.

After joining the Senate Ap­
propriations Committee in 
1997, I realized that Texas fell 
drastically behind in federal re­
search and development dollars. 
I launched a campaign to elevate 
the profile of Texas institutions 
and boost their share of federal 
funding.

Branches of the federal gov­
ernment, from the Defense and 
Energy departments to the Na­
tional Institutes of Health, rely 
on the academic world to con­
duct research projects on their 
behalf. Nearly 60 percent of all 
funding for academic research 
comes from the federal govern­
ment. Texas needed to get a 
larger slice of the pie.

For the past five years, I have 
convened annual higher educa­
tion summits in Washington 
D.C. to bring together Texas’ 
academic leaders and senior Ad­
ministration officials to help 
build new research partnerships.

I’m pleased to report that our 
hard work is paying off. Accord­
ing to a newly released study, 
federal research funding for 
Texas colleges and universities 
has increased dramatically in 
recent years.

The RAND Corporation an­
nounced that Texas higher edu­
cation institutions took in $1.26 
billion in federal research

Capitol
Comment

Kay Bailey 
Hutchison

money in fiscal year 2002, up 
more than $100 million from the 
previous year.

This survey shows that 
through greater collaboration 
and our annual summits we are 
transforming Texas into a sci­
ence powerhouse. I ’ve always 
known our schools perform 
groundbreaking work. Now fed­
eral decision makers are recog­
nizing Texas’ excellence as well.

These dollars are important 
for attracting top scientists, pro­
fessors and students to Texas, as 
well as expanding our horizons 
and building a broader base of 
knowledge. These research dol­
lars have an important economic 
development impact on our 
state. For every $1 invested, 
Texas gets a $5 economic boost, 
fostering commerce and creating 
new jobs.

The vast and varied research 
projects being conducted around 
the state run the gamut from wind 
energy research to finding a cure 
for cancer. And their discover­
ies impact us all, from the big 
city to the small rural town. Let 
me share a few examples with 
you.

I recently announced an im­
portant partnership between the 
University of Texas System and 
Sandia National Labs, our 
nation’s leading nuclear weap­
ons laboratory.

Sandia’s strength in biotech­
nology, engineering and micro­
systems research will be comple­
mented by the brilliant and in­
novative minds in the UT Sys­
tem. This partnership will enable

M .

The older I grow the more I  
distrust the familiar doctrine 

that age brings wisdom.
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Texas students and professors to 
take part in important research 
efforts that contribute to the de­
fense of our homeland.

Texas Tech University is cul­
tivating a center of excellence 
at its Institute for Forensic Sci­
ences. The major focus of the 
Institute is to assist those com­
bating terrorism attacks through 
forensic methods, clearly an im­
portant priority as we face ter­
rorism in the 21st century.

Texas- A&M continues to 
stand out with its agricultural 
leadership shown through its 
Vegetable and Fruit Improve­
ment Center. At the Center, re­
searchers and students alike are 
working to create healthier fruits 
and vegetables infused with vi­
tamins and proteins.

The Houston scientific com­
munity has recently formed the 
NanoHealth Alliance that in­
cludes the University of Hous­
ton, Rice U niversity, MD 
Anderson and the UT Health 
Science Center among others.

The Alliance provides unique 
national resources of material 
science, biotechnology and 
medicine, and will study how the 
emerging field of nanotech­
nology, a science measured in 
billionths of a meter, can impact 
the medicines we take.

As you can see, the work be­
ing done all around the state is 
more exciting than any work of 
fiction. Our schools are contrib­
uting to the safety, health and 
well being of not just Americans, 
but people the world over.

In January, I helped launch 
The Academy of Medicine, En­
gineering and Science of Texas, 
bringing together our state’s pre­
mier research academics to forge 
new alliances. Together our uni­
versities and local and federal 
leaders will continue to partner 
toward our goal of making Texas 
a state of science.

Tears welled up in my eyes. 
Never had I experienced such 
intense emotions of pure and ut­
ter joy. I clicked each key care­
fully yet quickly, my hands 
shaking with excitement. I had 
to fill out the form before they 
were gone.

For those of you who have 
spoken with me lately or have 
seen me smiling from ear to ear, 
you can obviously tell some­
thing big has happened. I am 
about to jump into another one 
of those “life-changing” expe­
riences — I am about to attend 
my very first concert.

Not any concert mind you, 
but the very best in the whole 
wide world. I am going to see 
my favorite band, Blink 182.

Some may not know of this 
super great band and to them I 
must say you’re missing out big 
time. They not only have great 
lyrics that never seem to escape 
from one’s mind, but they are 
some of the funniest guys I have 
ever heard, not to mention their 
not bad looking either (Tom’s 
my favorite).

This band has been in my life 
for a few years now, and only 
once before have I even got close 
to having the opportunity to see 
them live in concert.

At the time of this potential 
thrill ride, I was not “old 
enough.” Now having “ma­
tured,” I am whole-heartedly 
ready to embrace the perks that 
come with my old age.

The beginning of my adven­
ture has been rocky, like hav­
ing many potential cancellations 
of my dream for going to such 
an exciting event.

At first, I was going alone, 
because I couldn’t seem to find 
anyone to go with. Then I for­
got a big part, how was I going 
to get there? But maybe the big­
gest problem, at least for my 
parental units, was that it was 
on a school night and all the way 
in San Antonio.

Eventually I overcame all 
these obstacles, I found hidden 
Blink fans amongst some friends, 
I found a great, responsible 
driver (last column’s prince 
charming), and I soothed the 
worried minds of my grandpar­
ents.

Yo
Shanae

i t  JH Shanae
Simmons

So before I knew it, every­
thing seemed to be snapping 
into place ... that is until I for­
get one major detail: Dough for 
the show.

I know, it’s like Shanae to 
forget details like these con­
stantly, but this was something 
very important.

Of course, asking for the 
money from my grandparents 
was out of the question since 
they had already spent so much 
money on prom, and they made 
it quite clear that I couldn’t call 
to casually chat with any other 
family members who had just 
happened to “forget” about my 
17th birthday. So I had to do 
what most teens dread, I had to 
work for it.

The tickets were just in my 
grasp — I could feel it, I just 
needed to put up a little green. 
So that’s when I got to work. I 
immediately made flyers with my 
lovely face on them, explaining 
jobs I was willing to do. I dis­
tributed them passionately to all 
my victims, I mean neighbors, 
and waited impatiently to get 
calls.

It took a little while and I 
wondered what I had done 
wrong. I mean, I said it was for 
a good cause, sending Shanae to 
the place of her dreams to see 
the guys of her dreams. I smiled 
brightly and made sure to speak 
politely saying ma’am and sir. 
What had I forgotten?

Suddenly, it came to me. I 
needed to be more persistent, 
harass them further.

After my discovery, I walked 
around my circle, knocked on 
the doors of the innocent, called 
them on the phone, and left 
sweet yet suspicious messages.

I even tried to call my aunt 
and uncle, to talk them into loan­
ing me some money, but they 
weren’t home and my grand­
mother walked in just when I got 
to the part of my message tell­

ing them that this was their “fa­
vorite niece calling for her fa­
vorite auntie and uncle.”

Then suddenly, it seemed my 
luck began to change. Everyone 
needed me to work, or at least I 
helped them along into believ­
ing they did. This was a good 
thing I thought, well at least at 
first.

I worked after school, early 
on the weekend, for hours and 
hours. I pulled weeds, washed 
windows, washed cars, dusted, 
vacuumed, and even polished an 
entire RV. Needless to say, I got 
pooped fast but my wallet defi­
nitely was whining. Soon 
enough though, before I knew 
it, I not only had enough for the 
concert of my dreams, but I had 
gone way over my goal.

My grandmother then lent 
me her credit card, which I used 
to purchase the tickets off the 
Internet, and then I paid her in 
fresh, well-earned cash.

I cried in joy as I filled out 
the forms, sometimes having to 
stop to dry my eyes, causing me 
to lose my place in the “Internet 
line.”

The seats weren’t as good as 
the original ones I had my eyes 
on, but honestly, I was willing 
to sit outside of the amphithe­
ater at that point just to hear the 
angelic voices of the coolest 
band in the universe.

I now hold the tickets in my 
work worn hands, and though I 
was chased by a bee creature, 
ran into a cactus getting covered 
with pokies, accidentally spilled 
ammonia all over my feet, hurt 
my finger, got approximately 23 
mosquito bites, and lastly found 
some interesting creatures in my 
hair when finally having the op­
portunity to take a shower, I will 
still say that it was completely 
worth it and I would do it all 
again if I had to.

I am about to see Blink 182 
and I am totally psyched. I don’t 
know what will happen once I 
see my boys, but I doubt it will 
end in tears of sadness, but rather 
those of joy.

Who knows what will come, 
so we must wait and see. So un­
til we meet again, I will have to 
say stay in your seats because 
the show is just about to begin.

W '
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WHY LEASE?
Own your own part of the Texas Hill Coun­

try for as little as $695.00 down and $11 6.69 
per month at 8.75 % financing. Based on 20 
acre tract w ith minimum down payment.

Leona Ranch, located 15 miles north of 
Brackettville, Texas, has an abundance of 
whitetail deer, javelina, turkey, quail, dove, 
rabbits and squirrels. Other non-game spe­
cies include feral hogs, wild Spanish goats, 
racoons, ringtails, fox, bobcats and a few  
mountain lions.

The terrain of the Leona Ranch is varied, 
consisting of plateaus covered w ith  scrub- 
brush and grass meadows, intermixed w ith 
deep heavily wooded draws, many of which 
contain dry creekbeds. Windmills are located 
in various places providing water for wildlife.

Mi
For information call (830) 563-2961 8-5 M 

or (830) 563-2077 evenings
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This year's NHS pledge members are, back row  (from left): Chestln Clark, Dietrich Davis, Eli 
Woolsey, Hector Febres and Star Smith. Front row: Beau Watkins, Ashley Thourot, Amanda 
Davis, Beth Ballew, Sarah Meyer, Emily Petrosky, Ashley Smith, Blanca Talamantes, Stepha­
nie Coronado, Stacey Castilla and Arnold Plnales.

Probationary NHS members Inductees this year are, back row  (from left): Kody Yeager, Jaclynn 
Duncan, Whitney Massing ill, Shanae Simmons, Tillman Davis, Oscar Sierra and Brandon Klu- 
zek. Front row: Jullann Ashabranner, Cody Edwards, Courtney French, Whitney Hobbs, Clarissa 
Aguirre, Monica Gonzales, Cellna Terrazas, Kristen Meyer and Cody Robinette.

NHS inducts new members
The annual induction cer­

emony of the Brackett High 
School National Honor Society 
was recently held in the high 
school auditorium.

Emily Petrosky, president of 
the National Honor Society, 
served as master of ceremonies.

Other officers for this school 
year are Beau Watkins, vice 
president; Sarah Meyer, secre­
tary; Blanca Talamantes, trea­
surer; and Eli Woolsey, reporter.

Carolyn Conoly was the 
guest speaker for the induction 
ceremony. Conoly is a graduate 
of the University of Texas with 
a degree in English and news

broadcasting.
Before relocating to Brackett- 

ville with her husband and fam­
ily, Conoly was an anchor- 
woman for a television broad­
casting station in Corpus Christi.

Pledge members for the 2003- 
04 school year are Beth Ballew, 
Amanda Davis, Hector Febres, 
Chestin Clark, Emily Petrosky, 
Ashley Smith, Blanca Talaman­
tes, Beau Watkins, Stephanie 
Coronado, Dietrich Davis, Sta­
cey Castilla, Sarah Meyer, 
Arnold Piñales, Star Smith, Ash­
ley Thourot and Eli Woolsey.

Probationary members for the 
2003-04 school year and this

year’s inductees are Clarissa 
Aguirre, Juliann Ashabranner, 
Whitney Massingill, Kristen 
Meyer, Cody Robinette, Oscar 
Sierra, Shanae Simmons, Celina 
Terrazas, Brandon Kluzek, 
Tillman Davis, Jaclynn Duncan, 
Cody Edwards, Courtney Fre­
nch, Monica Gonzales, Whitney 
Hobbs and Kody Yeager.

Probationary members for the 
upcoming 2004-05 school year 
introduced at the ceremony are 
Dana Bonner, Stephanie Bon­
ner, Alanna Conoly, Jessi Crane, 
Liliana Hernandez, Danielle 
Moore, Rachel Swinson and 
Brand Wylie.

NHS probationary members for next year are Rachel Swinson (from left), Liliana Hernandez, 
Jessi Crane, Alanna Conoly, Brand Wylie, Danielle Moore, Stephanie Bonner and Dana Bonner.

BUSINESS

Grand opening Photo by Wes Robinson

Dr. Kent and Suzanna Lowery participate in a ribbon-cutting ceremony with members o f the Kinney Chamber o f Commerce at 
the grand opening o f their new chiropractic practice in Brackettvllle. Their office is located ¡n the building next to the Chevron 
Stop & Shop. Office hours are Monday and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to noon, and Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 5 p.m.

KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF'S REPORT
M onday, April 26

8:09 p.m., A man reported a 
loud noise near his residence on 
Fulton Street.

8:23 p.in., Sentry Security 
reported an alarm sounding at 
the south corridor of the Brack­
ett High School Annex. Reserve 
Deputy Cordelia Mendeke was 
dispatched to the scene. She said 
the building was secured.

Tuesday, April 27
9:30 a.m., A Kinney County 

Appraisal District employee re­
ported a man out of control in 
the office.

5:14 p.m ., A Fort Clark 
Springs man reported that his 
wife had passed away at their 
home in Unit 15. Justice of the 
Peace John Ford was notified.

5:42 p.m., A man reported 
that his wife shot at him at their 
residence in the Kinney County 
Estates. Deputy Ron Ring was 
dispatched to the scene. He said 
the couple had been arguing but 
managed to work out their dif­
ferences.

10:56 p.m., A man requested 
assistance at his residence on N. 
Gove Street.

W ednesday, April 28
7:15 p.m., A 911 caller re­

ported a one-vehicle rollover on

Highway 90 in Val Verde 
County. Del Rio DPS officials 
were notified of the accident.

Thursday, April 29
1:35 a .m ., A Fort Clark 

Springs security employee re­
quested assistance at the Teen 
Center.

1:05 p.m., Alert Alarms re­
ported an alarm sounding at a 
local ranch.

5:20 p.m., Fort Clark Springs 
security reported vandalism go­
ing on at the swimming pool.

5:22 p.m., A woman reported 
that her neighbor was putting his 
trash with hers at her residence 
on N. Sweeney Street.

9:36 p.m., A woman reported 
that her dog would not stop 
barking at something in the cor­
ner of her fence at her residence 
on E. Louise Street.

Friday, April 30
6:47 p.m ., A Fort Clark 

Springs woman reported that a 
white 18-wheeler ran her off the 
road while she was coming back 
from Del Rio.

7:35 p.m., A man reported a 
fire at a local ranch. Deputies 
Ramon Gutierrez and Donald 
Page were dispatched to the 
scene and found that it was a con­
trolled bum.

8:05 p.m., An official with 
the Val Verde Sheriffs Office 
reported a burglary at a ranch 
about 31 miles from Brackett- 
ville on Hamilton Lane.

10:21 p.m., A Brackettville 
woman reported that girls kept 
calling her house and harassing 
her over the telephone.

11:09 p.m ., A woman re­
ported a man who was threaten­
ing his daughter with a knife at 
a residence on Sweeney Street.

Saturday, May 1
12:38 a.m ., A woman re­

ported finding a knife in the 
grass at a residence on Sweeney 
Street.

6 a.m., A 911 caller reported 
a broken window at the Stop and 
Shop.

11:14 a.m., A Brackettville 
woman requested assistance at 
her residence on N. Gove Street.

11:32 a.m., A 911 caller re­
quested assistance.

2:05 p.m., A man requested 
assistance at his residence on W. 
First Street. Deputy Karl Chism 
was dispatched to the scene. The 
man said that two bags of tools 
valued at about $600 were taken 
from the front porch of his home.

6:27 p.m., A woman reported 
that an air compressor, camera

bag full of tools were taken from 
the porch of her residence on N. 
Brown Street.

10:24 p.m ., An unknown 
caller reported a possible intoxi­
cated driver in front of him, 
driving a black Malibu, near 
Fritter Park.

Sunday, May 2
10:09 a.m., A woman re­

ported a one-vehicle accident on 
Highway 90 close to Fritter 
Park. DPS Trooper Marcos Her­
nandez was dispatched to the 
scene. He said there were no 
injuries, but reported that a 
highway sign was down. Texas 
Department of Transportation 
officials were notified.

4:47 p.m., Ft. Clark Springs 
security reported four-wheelers 
trespassing on Highway 90 East, 
just across from the Burger and 
Shake.

7:26 p.m ., A Fort Clark 
Springs woman reported that a 
man was going to leave her resi­
dence at Rock Ledge Manor in 
her truck and that she did not 
want him to.

Monday, May 3
12:43 a.m., A woman re­

ported items missing from the 
porch of her residence on N. 
Brown Street.

W I P F F ” S
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•  R anges
•  W ashers
•  D ryers
•  Freezers
•  Stereos
•  Televisions

’T/Cot&en, •  L ivin g R oom s
•  D in nin g R oom s
•  Bedrooms
•  M attresses
•  R efrigerators
•  A ir  C onditioners
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You deserve new shoes for Mother’s Day Enjoy a 
$5 gift with a minimum purchase of $29.99

9-West, Kenneth Cole, Naturalizer, Clarks, Bandolino, 
Jennifer Moore, Steve Madden, Liz Claiborne and More

Shoes $19.99 & $29.99 Leather Designer Shoes Available
Hours 10-6 Mon-Sat 759 S. Main St. 774-4126

OBITUARY

Billie Jean Hale
Billie Jean Hale, known as 

“B.J.” to everyone, was born 
June 1, 1952, in Uvalde to 
Herbert and Earlene Tidwell. 
She attended high school in 
Crystal City and college at 
Southwest Texas Junior College.

B.J. married Kenneth Hale on 
Nov. 4, 1971. BJ’s mother 
passed away at an early age and 
she assisted in the raising of her 
younger brother, even after she 
married. Kenneth and B.J. were 
blessed with three children and 
two grandchildren of their pwp.

BJ was very active in the ex­
tracurricular activities of her 
children and was a member of 
many booster clubs and support 
activities. She was well known 
for attending all of the games 
when her sons played sports, 
even to the extent of helping to 
transport the entire Senior 
League baseball team for games. 
She was a second-mother figure 
to all of her children’s friends, 
and to this day is still called 
“mom” by most of them.

In late 1^99, BJ was diag­
nosed with cancer and began a 
year’s long battle with this 
dreaded disease. She faced each 
day and each new development 
with a brave determination and 
optimistic outlook. She was an 
inspiration to all who witnessed 
this battle.

Even in the middle of the 
struggle, she assisted in the day- 
to-day operation of the business 
she co-owned. She also served 
as an officer of the Kinney 
County Chamber of Commerce 
as secretary.

BJ’s children and grandchil­
dren were a great joy and inspi­
ration in her great struggle.

Alas, even the bravest spirit 
sometimes cannot defeat Mother 
Nature, and her frail human 
body gave in to .the damage 

.done.treating
She passed away, at home, in 

her sleep the afternoon of Tues­
day, April 27, 2004, and entered 
a world free of pain and sorrow.

BJ is survived by her hus­
band: Kenneth; daughter: Susan 
Hamilton and husband Rob of 
Chilton; sons: Chris Hale of 
Houston and son Tim Hale and 
wife Robin of Junction; grand­
children: Tania Hamilton and 
Zane Hale; brother: Charles 
Tidwell and wife Lisa of Kerr- 
ville; aunts: Doris Thompson of 
San Antonio, Glenda Johnson of 
Harlingen and Thelma Dicker- 
son of Weslaco; and uncles: 
James Tidwell of Florida and 
John Tidwell of Texas.

BJ chose to be cremated and 
her ashes will be interred later 
with her mother and father in 
Crystal City.

For as little 

as $18 per week

tOO1/« Customer Satisfaction Guarantee, backed b y carrier

Cafl now to take advantage of this great offer!

S e l l  y o u r  u n w a n t e d

IT E M S  IN  T H E  C L A S S IF IE D S !
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These students read 360 minutes o f fun reading, and turned in their reading trackers to qualify 
for a Six Flags Ticket. Kindergarten through sixth-grade students were eligible to participate. 
Sixth grade winners include, top row  (from left): Cody Kirkland to p , Charles Conoly, Elidia 
Molinar Elena Molinar, Brooklyn Gose, Paul Novel and Lawrence Salazar. Bottom row: Shaun 
Davis, YeMi Moore, Katie Yeager, Daniel Molinar, Lauren Hernandez and Brayen Chacon. Not 
pictured: Steven Brinker and Ramon Gutierrez.

Fifth grade winners include, top row (from left): Tyler McDonald, Areli Reyes, Erica Villanueva 
, Mariso! Aguirre, Sahara Rodriguez, Robert Torres, Brenda Pacheco and Manuel Pena. Bottom 
row: Sarah Davis, Abigail Gutierrez, Bianca Cruz, Courtney Kirkland, Michael Flores, Joshua 
Smith and Icela Rueda. Not pictured: Haley Hale.

Fourth grade winners include, top row  (from left): Banner Kerr, 
Keith Castillo and Joel Talamantes. Bottom row: Emily Holmes 
and Brittany Hale.

Third grade winners include, top row  (from left): Raul Talamantes, Priscilla Aguirre, Lucas Hurt, li/lichael Martinez, Orlando 
Ta/amantes, Tony Flores and Meghan Flores. Middle row: Jorge Villarreal, Homero Hernandez, Vanerick Domenech, Vanessa 
Villarreal, Mercedes Ocasio and Marissa Villarreal. Bottom row: Ethan Justice, Briana Garza, Rolando Gutierrez, Daniel Falcon, 
Kyle Rinaldi and Cesar Castillo.

Second grade winners include, top row (from left): Christy Price (teacher), Zachary Pevehouse, 
Garon Rueda, Korlee Allen and Shelby Schuster. Bottom row: Hannah Johnson, Paul Resen- 
dez, Clay Flores and Shannon Gammill. Not pictured: Arturo Castillo and Johnny Lopez.

First grade winners include, top row  (from left): Marco Novel, Logan Hurt, Madison French 
and Blake Duncan. Bottom row: Davis Wade, Joaquin Solis, Dante Luna and Morgan Brown. 
Not pictured: Siarra Falcon.

Kindergarten winners include, top row (from left): Gage Brown, Hannah Baggett, Elle Johnson 
and Emma Palmer. Bottom row: Laura Novel, Jeyson Price and Marissa Flores.

Have you preserved your photos?
Call and reserve 

a
Cindy Brinker 

563-3675
National Scrapbook Day 

May 8, 2004 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
First Baptist Church - $20 ail day

(Lunch included)
Bring your pictures and join us for fun and prizes

Photo-safe Scrapbook Photo Album s 
Classes and W orkshops 
Business Opportunities

Visit w w w .creativem em ories.com
or call the Creative Memories

Home Office to find a Consultant near you. (800) 341-5275

http://www.creativememories.com
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Karnes County newspaper reports 
on Garza’s questionable job history
By Joe Baker
The Countywide

Former Kenedy ISD superin­
tendent Joe N. Garza Jr., whose 
stew ardship of the Kenedy 
school district through Septem­
ber 2002 was embroiled in con­
troversy, is running for mayor 
of Brackettville, his hometown.

While leading the Kenedy 
school district, Garza was the 
target of numerous complaints 
and lawsuits by school adminis­
trators, teachers, parents and stu­
dents.

The controversy reached a 
peak in the summer of 2001 
when Garza re-assigned a large 
group of elementary school 
teachers, in some cases to non- 
elementary positions in what the 
teachers characterized as retali­
ation for complaints brought 
against him.

After hundreds of Kenedy 
residents and San Antonio area 
television media packed the fol­
lowing school board meeting, 
Garza rescinded the re-assign- 
ments, but the controversy was 
far from over.

In April 2002, Garza was in­
dicted by a Karnes County grand 
jury on five third-degree felony 
criminal charges. Two of the 
indictments alleged that Garza 
tampered with a government 
record and the remaining three 
indictments accused Garza of 
lying to a Karnes County grand 
jury under oath.

In September 2002, the State 
Board for Educator Certification 
(SBEC) investigated Garza for 
allegations of ethical miscon­
duct. At the conclusion of their 
investigation, SBEC asserted that 
they believed they could prove 
to an administrative law court 
that Garza did indeed violate the 
professional educator’s code of 
ethics.

In exchange for SBEC’s 
agreement to not prosecute the 
matter, Garza signed an agree­
ment accepting a two-year re-

Ballew awarded 
Ford scholarship

BHS senior Beth Ballew has 
been awarded a $1,000 scholar­
ship by Del Rio Ford Lincoln 
Mercury LTD, and Ford Motor 
Company.

Ballew, the daughter of 
Jimmy and Jamie Ballew of Brac­
kettville, plans to study civil 
engineering at Texas A&M Uni­
versity in College Station.

The scholarship is one of 626 
awarded by Ford Division, Ford 
Motor Company Fund and the 
Ford Dealers to FFA members 
who are high school seniors 
planning to attend college in the 
fall of 2004. The Built Ford 
Tough Trucks FFA scholarship 
program recently celebrated its 
seventh full year.

Individual participating Ford 
Dealers are awarding 621 schol- 
arshipS. A dditionally, five 
$1,000 national scholarships are 
being awarded on behalf of Ford 
Division.

The Built Ford Tough Trucks 
FFA Scholarship Program is de­
signed to recognize FFA mem­
bers’ talents and accomplish­
ments while encouraging their 
past and future academic 
achievements.

Built Ford Tough Trucks and 
Ford M otor Company Fund 
sponsor these scholarships as a

Mayoral candidates discuss city roads
All three candidates seek­

ing the mayor’s post agree that 
Brackettville is in dire need 
'pf street repairs, but they have 
different ideas about how to 
fund them.

Joe Garza, J.J. Guidry and 
Ponce Padron discussed the 
city’s streets during a “Meet 
the Candidates” forum last 
week at the BISD Auditorium.

Garza said his primary goal 
if elected was to “keep the 
city operating in the black,” 
but he also said he was in fa­
vor of a general obligation 
bond to fund street repairs.

The candidates were asked 
what they would do if the city 
had an extra $100,000 to 
spend.

“I would use that money 
for consultants and make an

all-out effort to try and obtain 
money on a long-term basis 
through obligation bonds,” 
Garza said.

“I would put the responsibil­
ity back on the taxpayers. You 
would have to make the decision 
as to whether or not you were 
willing to spend the money to 
improve the streets. But in my 
opinion, this is the only way that 
we’re going to be able to fix 
these streets. You’re talking big 
money.”

Guidry, a former City Coun­
cil member, said he opposed an 
obligation bond.

“First and foremost, if the 
city did have $100,000 in extra 
funds, I wouldn’t spend it all. I 
would keep some of it in reserves 
to help build financial security,” 
he said.

“The streets are in horrible 
shape and they definitely need 
to be a priority, but I am not 
in favor of a long-term bond. 
I would not like to see our city 
go into any debt that isn’t im­
mediately neccesary.

“I think, based on years 
past, there is .... ''ugh money 
generated to fix our problems, 
we just have to spend that 
money wisely and we have to 
be responsible to the citizens 
that we represent. ”

Padron said he would want 
the citizens to prioritize the 
needs of the city.

“We need to get city in­
volved and let the citizens 
know what we’re doing,” he 
said during the forum. “Let’s 
see what they want to do. What 
are their priorities?”

striction on his superintendent’s 
certificate, which made it ille­
gal for him to work as a super­
intendent in the state of Texas 
during the restriction period. 
SBEC characterized the restric­
tion as a “punitive sanction” for 
Garza’s professional miscon­
duct. Additionally, in exchange 
for SBEC dropping the case, 
Garza agreed to retire from edu­
cation by the end of 2002.

Shortly before the SBEC sanc­
tion had been imposed, the 
Kenedy school board approved 
a settlement with Garza ending 
his employment with the district. 
The agreem ent paid Garza 
$46,325 — the remainder of his 
employment contract and also 
allowed Garza to continue on 
paid administrative leave long 
enough to qualify for full retire­
ment benefits worth an estimated 
value of $4,000 per month. In 
exchange for this, Garza agreed 
to resign and signed a release 
freeing the school district from 
future claims or legal action re­

lated to breach of contract or 
other legal action taken by Garza 
against the school district.

The school board and Garza 
reached their agreement on Aug. 
29 — one day before the SBEC 
sanction was imposed on the 
superintendent.

Garza moved away from 
Kenedy shortly afterward.

D istrict A ttorney Lynn 
Ellison dropped the criminal 
charges against Garza once it 
became certain that Garza would 
be leaving his position at the 
school district.

In a political ad being circu­
lated in the Brackettville com­
munity, Garza states that the 
board and the state ruled in his 
favor, when in fact, SBEC docu­
ments show that they sided with 
the complainant — not Garza.

Garza makes no mention of 
the two-year punitive restriction 
placed on his superintendent’s 
certificate in the political ad.

G arza’s brother, Robert 
Garza, who at one time repre-

sented the superintendent as his 
attorney, coincidentally is run­
ning for mayor of Del Rio in the 
upcoming May 15 election.

Garza defends accusations 
against him in the political ad 
and states that “beer joints” 
owned by him are legitimate 
businesses.

“I truly resent being referred 
to as a crook,’’Garza states in 
the ad.

The ad goes on to detail “ha­
rassment” Garza has suffered 
since filing his candidacy. Garza 
said that about 20 of his signs 
have been set on fire, stolen, 
mutilated and otherwise de­
stroyed.

“These unscrupulous, deplor­
able and reprehensible acts of 
piracy occurred during the 
morning hour of April 2 2 ,” 
Garza states. “Iam appalled and 
ashamed that some people in 
this town have degenerated to 
such depths and resorted to such 
corrupt tactics as have been 
employed against me.”

Ashley seeks seat 
on school board

Beth Ballew

special project of the National 
FFA Foundation.

Del Rio Ford Lincoln Mer­
cury Ltd. is proud to support 
FFA and the Built Ford Tough 
Trucks FFA Scholarship Pro­
gram.

For 55 years Ford has sup­
ported FFA, and for more than 
50 years, people all over 
America have been putting Built 
Ford Tough Trucks to work.

Ford knows the value of hard 
work, and believes that hard 
work should be rewarded. That’s 
why Ford has increased the Built 
Ford Tough Trucks/FFA Schol­
arship Fund each year since its 
inception. Educating the leaders 
of tomorrow is just another way 
of ensuring a successful future.

My name is Tony Ashley and 
I am running for one of the po­
sitions on the Brackett ISD 
School Board.

I have lived in Brackettville 
since 1997. My wife Leisha is a 
life-long resident of Kinney 
County and she is a former stu­
dent of Brackett ISD. My two 
boys, Webb and Walt, are cur­
rently enrolled in Jones Elemen­
tary School.

I would like to take this time 
to ask for your support in the 
upcoming election. I would like 
to be given the opportunity to 
work with the current board 
members to continue to improve 
the school where our children 
are being educated.

I believe that every child in 
our community deserves to be 
treated fairly and given every 
chance to excel during their 
years at Brackett ISD.

I believe the teaching staff 
and administration should be 
given the tools they need to per­
form the task of educating our 
children. I would be open to the 
ideas of parents and staff alike 
so that I could make the best 
decisions with regards to our

Property owners to be sent notices of appraised value for tax year 2004
State law requires county ap- may not protest the amount of last year’s value for comparison.

praisal districts to annually no­
tify property owners about 
changes in their p roperty’s 
value. On May 15, the Kinney 
County Appraisal District will 
mail notices of appraised value 
to approximately one-third of 
the county’s property owners 
showing their 2004 proposed ap­
praised value.

Bill Haenn, chief appraiser of 
the district, reminds property 
owners that the notice of ap­
praised value is not a tax bill.

“Please do not pay — this is 
not a tax bill,” Haenn said.

Haenn emphasized the impor­
tance of this notice and the key 
information that it contains.

“A property owner has the 
right to appeal to the Kinney 
County Appraisal Review Board 
on any disagreement with the 
property’s value, exemptions, 
ownership and other actions 
taken by the Appraisal District. 
However, the property owner

taxes on the property,” he said.
The appraisal review board, 

more commonly called the 
“ARB,” is an independent panel 
of citizens responsible for hear­
ing and settling protests from 
property owners who disagree 
with some action taken by the 
appraisal district.

The notice includes instruc­
tions on how and when to file a 
protest and a protest form.

What should a property 
owner carefully review?

“Look at the proposed value 
for 2004,” Haenn said. “The 
notice shows the land’s value 
and the value of any improve­
ments on the property as of Jan. 
1 of 2004.”

An improvement is any 
building, structure, fence or any 
other type of fixture on the land.

The notice of appraised value 
also includes current year infor­
mation on exemptions granted 
on the property. It also provides

Homeowners that qualify for 
property tax homestead exemp­
tions have a limitation on their 
home’s appraised value, begin­
ning with the second year that 
they qualify their home for a 
homestead exemption.

The appraisal district may not 
increase their home’s taxable 
value by more than 10 percent 
for each year since the last re­
appraisal year. The notice re­
flects both the appraised market 
value for the homestead and the 
taxable or assessed value.

Notices sent to property own­
ers with new improvements, 
properties which were subject to 
a cyclic reappraisal, or whose 
value increased more than 
$1,000 also will include “esti­
mated” taxes.

These “estimated” taxes are 
based on the new taxable value 
and last year’s tax rates. Taxing 
units will set final 2004 tax rates 
in August and September. Final

tax amounts may vary from these 
“estimated” amounts.

Haenn asks property owners 
to check the legal description 
and mailing address to be sure 
that there are no mistakes.

“If the appraisal notice has 
an old address, please let the ap­
praisal district know. The post 
office forwards mail to a new 
address for a short time, and tax 
bills do not go out until Octo­
ber,” Haenn added.

A property owner is respon­
sible for informing the appraisal 
district of the correct mailing 
address. A property owner is li­
able for additional penalties and 
interest on a tax bill that is not’ 
paid on time.

“If you do not receive a no­
tice of appraised value and want 
2004 information about your 
property, please call the ap­
praisal district at 563-2323,” 
Haenn said. “The general dead­
line for protesting to the ARB is 
June 15 for this year.”

B R IE FS

Booster meeting 
set for Tuesday

The Brackett Athletic Booster 
Club will meet on Tuesday at 6 
p.m. in the BISD Hunt Library 
to discuss the high school Ath­
letics Awards Banquet.

The awards banquet is slated 
for May 20 at 6 p.m. at the Civic 
Center. Non-athletes and family 
members will be charged $5 per 
person. The junior high athletic 
hamburger supper will be held 
on May 17 at 6 p.m. at the Fort 
Clark Springs Swim Park. Fam­
ily and non-athletes will be 
charged $2 per person.

Support Group 
to m eet tonight

The Cancer Support Group 
meeting will be held at the Fron­
tier Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall, located at the corner of 
Ann and El Paso Street tonight 
at 6:30. This group includes sur­
vivors, those who are currently 
receiving treatment, in remission 
and their caregivers and family. 
There is a pot luck supper, and 
the main dish will be provided.

4-H club to meet 
on Tuesday night

The Kinney County 4-H Club 
will be holding its junior and 
senior meeting on Tuesday at 7 
p.m. Officers will meet at 6:30.

Officers and club managers 
for 2004-05 will be elected at 
the meeting.

Local AA group 
open to citizens

If you want to drink, that’s 
your business. If you want to 
quit, that’s our business. Call 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 563- 
5848.

N E M A R1 ki
T h e  B e s t  S e a t  I n  T a w n

MOVIES 8
2 ( 0  Ave, f i - P t o  Del S O W  77 5 4 1»

52.50 AU Shows before 6 pm 52-50 
Seniors & ChUdrtn. «.50 Adults. .

F r i .  -  S u r i .  S h o w  
T i m e s .  N o  e a r l y  s h o w  
F r i .  N o  l a t e  s h o w  S u n .

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORiUVS
"Nochild under 6 wfll be admitted 

to any R feature after 6 p.m.
M A N  O N  F IR E  (R )  1 2 4 0  3 5 0  
7 4 0  1 5 1 5
L A W S  O F  A T T R A C T IO N  
(P G 1 3 )  N o  P a s s e s  1 2 4 5  2 5 5  
5 1 5  7 2 5  9 3 5
G O D S E N D  ( P G 1 3 )  N o  
P a s s e s  1 2 0 0  2 4 0  5 1 0  7 3 5  
1 0 0 5
H O M E  O N  T H E  R A N G E  (P G )
1 2 3 0  2 3 0  4 3 0
E N V Y  ( P G 1 3 )  N o  P a s s e s
1 2 5 5  3 1 5  5 3 5  7 5 5  1 0 2 0

V A N  H E L S IN G  ( P G 1 3 )  
N o  P a s s e s  1 2 3 5  4 0 0  
7 0 0  1 0 0 0
T H IR T E E N  G O IN G  O N  
3 0  (P G 1 3 )  8 0 0  1 0 2 5  
N E W  Y O R K  M IN U T E  
( P G )  N o  P a s s e s  1 2 0 5  
2 1 5  4 2 5  7 0 5  9 2 5  
M E A N  G IR L S  (P G 1 3 )  N o  
P a s s e s  1 2 2 0  2 4 5  5 0 5  
7 4 0  1 0 1 0

W  MINCE M K T  SME5 ♦ ¡3  PASSES-NO SUPEOTEIS 
Sliowtimes orailoHo ct c in e m o rk .C o m

Fund Raiser
Cake Walk 

For Amador 
Gonzalez 

Team USA/ 
Sweden 04 

May 6, 
at 6:00 p.m. 
Casual Plus
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Mayoral candidate J.J. Guidry 
is hosting a community 

celebration with a

BBQ DINNER 
<& DANCE

Saturday, M ay 8, at 7 PM at the C iv ic  C enter
LIVE MUSIC: W IJ & Friends

ALL BRACKETTVILLE CITY RESIDENTS ARE INVITED

Paid Political Advertisement. J.J. Guidry. P.Ü. Box 297. Brackettville. TX 78832

Tony Ashley
children’s education.

This is an exiting election 
with five good candidates mak­
ing a run for the open positions. 
I believe that this speaks well of 
our community that so many are 
willing to volunteer their time 
for the betterment of our chil­
dren and our school system.

No matter which candidate 
you support, please remember to 
vote either in the current early 
voting period or on May 15 at 
the Brackett ISD Main Office.

A s o f Septem ber 22, 2003, I, C am ilo C ruz, Jr. 
was sw orn  in  as C ity  C ouncilm an, I m ade m yself 
accessible at local, public locations on regu lar occa­
sions w here people could  com e and m ake their opin­
ions know n. I cam e into this position  at a tim e in 
w hich the city w as financially  troubled. Since then 
the city has driven  a very  long road  in a short tim e. 
I th ink we still have quite a ways to go. T h e re ’s a lot 
to be done in B rackettville. K now  that if  som ething 
needs to be done fo r the city and if  it is w ha t’s best 
for the city and a responsible thing to do, tha t’s som e­
thing I will be in  favor of. It is tim e to end  the old 
w ays o f looking at our com m unity and to develop a 
new  path . T he tim e has com e to create a feeling o f 
integrity  and trust in  our local governm ent. T he citi­
zens o f  this tow n need  to know  that the C ouncil is 
the checks and balance to  the M ayor and has the 
responsibility  to investigate allegations o f  incorrect­
ness so that the trust o f  the public can  be defended 
and m aintained. I w ould greatly  appreciate your vote 
fo r C ity C ouncilm an. T hank  you .? ■1 ,

Pd. Pol Adv. Paid for by Cainilo Cruz, PO Box 263 Brackettville, TX 78832

QSbolid ç§/o1d ç^evrel
F o r  AU Y o u r  

M o t h e r ’s D a y  G ifts !
Comptât» l\A /atcli

Repair Service:

Crystal Replacement 
Clean and Overhaul 

Replace Crowns & Stems 
Mechanical & Quartz 

Movements

Our Cutir»
Sto r* iá Ou»
%if ß e a u t i fu .1

xow room I
We Do The Job Right! 

Jesse G. G uerra

Comptât» ^»uiatrif

R e p a ir  S e r u ic e :

Rings Sizings 
Shank Replacement 
Stone Replacement 

Prong Retiping

S to p  l y  a n d  St» iuluf 

W a r . a n d  W a r .  

poopIt art S h o p p in g  

a t S o l i d  Ç o td l

2400 Veterans Blvd, Ste. #9 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 (830) 775-7451

■
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$6 PER W EEK - 12 W EEK M INIM UM
d lW . Equipment, L.L.C.

Heavy Equipment Sales
 ̂j  3 Miles East on Hwy. 90

P-O- Box 1445
Brackettville, TX 78832

I TIM WARD E-MAIL:
Off. 830-563-9965
Res. 830-563-2009 ctw ard@ hilconet.com  

I Fax 830-563-2675 www.twequipm ent.net

Durden &
Durden, PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Business Law Wills Bankruptcy

& Real Estate Law Probate
Trusts

Uvalde, Texas (830) 278-2550
Not certified by the Texas Board o f Legal Specialization

férachettu itle  3

J4,
uñerat

onte
114 North Street 

563-9600

f^ e n / in c f  ß r a c h e t tu i l l e  i in c e  1 9 1 4

Manager: Leon Humphreys

(830) 563-2852
C ountry 5tyle 

H air & Na il  5alon
104 E. Spring S t

]ÁJalL-in i  ]ÁJ»tcomt

Senior Citizen Discount on Tues.

Tues. -/Fri. 9-6 Owner: Nyshe Luce 
563-2743

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road 
Uvalde, Texas 78801 

Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/ 
Insurance

(830)2784426
SeHablaEspanol

SEW  W H A T?
S tacey  Cus"  -'Embroidery
Ashabranner p.o. Box 917 

Phone: 830-563-9006 
Brackettville, Texas 78832 

E-mail: ashent@ medinaec.com 
Custom Designs on clothes, 

caps,bags,linens bedding,etc. 
No order too big or too small! 

Unique Gifts! You tell us. 
We’ll Sew What?

m  VILLARREAL'S m
EXPRESS LUBE

r o i  ra o n an o M L  an. a  u r n  sm m ci 
co m  i m  m n  m  n o t .
Employees: Jason Eaves, ¿Bp 

t Joe Villarreal, and Jesse
Vasquez

1705 GIBBS ST •  DEL RIO, TEXAS •  830 - 775 - 5785

Bruce Drilling and Services 
Pumps Tanks Wells

Specializing in
Turn Key Installation of

trouble free water systems
830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr,

Texas W ater W ell Lie. # 2444W PKL

2400 Veterans Blvd Suite #  8 Tel. (830) 775-1121 
Del RiO, TX 78840 Fax (830) 775-2351
e-mail: copiestogo@wcsonline.net 

Full Color Copies, High Speed Black & White Copies 
Business Cards, Rubber Stamps, Faxing Service 

Binding Service: Comb, Veto, & Hardcase Bindings 

F a st, F r ie n d ly  S e rv ic e

AAA Const.
C o m m e rc ia l &  

R e s id e n tia l R o o fin g  
C u sto m  H o m es &  
R o o m  A d d itio n s

C a l l  8 3 0 - 5 6 3 - 9 1 2 8

4M Dozer Work
¡S r  f e S "

J*-- jf
For all your dozer needs 

Specializing in pasture recovery

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE 
ROADRUNNER ENERGYg

Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-543-2630

“Brush W ork”
Mitch Frerich Mark French 
(830) 563-3005 home (830) 563-2075 home 
(830) 563-5240 mobile (830) 563-5845 mobile 
mlfrerich@rionet. org mdfrerich@yahoo. com

Archie’s Landscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance
Experienced - Professional 

Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

5 6 3 -5 1 0 2

Travis Wilson 
Construction

Complete turn key jobs on RV and 
Mobile home lots. Concrete, water, 
sewer and electrical. Clear lots and

caliche pads. Porta potty rentals. Septic 
tanks installed and maintained.

A rch ie  and  J i l l  W oodson 563-2398

l'*iKinney County Wool & Mohair W 
The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store 

♦Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *

Check And Compare Our Competitive 
Prices

Brackettville, TX 830-563-2471 / ^
- 3 » Mon.-Fri. p.o. Box 1010

I I P  SaL 8 a.mP-12 Noon W' Sprmg St' VT

BORDER CITY
U p h o ls te ry  & C a rp e t C lean in g  

SPECIALIST IN STEAM CLEANING

Commercial 8t Residential 
FREE ESTIMATES

OUR GOAL IS TO BE THE BEST ON THE BORDER 
2107 V eterans B lvd. S u ite  1, Del R io, TX 

8 3 0 - 7 6 8 - 0 6 0 0

A & S Service
Plumbing, carpentry, framing, 

fencing, patios, tree removal, winch & 
tow, custom built sheds, welding,

| electrical and telephone/data wiring. All 
your house and yard service needs. 

Alex Bower 563-3284
alexbower@sbcglobal.net

CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC

Dr. Kent Lowery, D.C. 

8 3 0 - 7 6 5 - 4 9 1 7
Loca ted  n e x t to  th e  C hevron  on 
H w y  9 0  in B ra c k e ttv ille , T exas

OTTO “ L“ ®14 “ TO m m
W A  REPAIR CENTER

T h a n k  You F o rt C lark  & 
B rack ettv ille  fo r y o u r  b u s in ess

sr* s“s;;
4220 Highway 90 West •  HCR 3, Box 89 

Del Rio, Texas 78840 •  (830) 775-9715 
Jack and Barbara Plyler

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply
Originally a part o f Petersen & Co. Since 1876 
101 East Spring Street P.O. Box 976 

Brackettville, TX 78832

General Hardware Stock Medicines 
Pipes & Fencing Ranch Supplies 
Paint Ammunition

Phone 830-563-2528 m

Mon - Thu 
10 AM -7 PM 

Fri - Sat 
10 AM -9 PM

Jb Case Discounts 
Special Orders

WVrte
Convenient Location on HWY 90 

830-563-9030

M ike Bizzell, Inc.
M ike Bizzell

Owner/General Contractor

Custom Steel Fabrication 
Commercial and Residential Construction

I 604 E. Military Hwy. Office: 830-563-3260 
P.O . Box 1495
Brackettville, TX 78832 Fax: 830-563-2999

Clinic Pharmacy
M-F 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
We handle most major 

Insurance Cards

5 6 3 - 9 3 3 4  201 Jam es St. 
Pharmacist: B.E. S w ee t

Cheap Cheap Cheap.

ROPANE
PICO PETROLEUM
308 SOUTH GROVE 
UVALDE, TX, 78801

278-5681 ¿fi
: delivery to Brackettville

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS 33 Spartan 2 F irst lour 30 More
i  Lunch fo r queen of fiva amsent

sertor 39 Common 3 W ealthy 32 Injection
5 Tuluila's verb businessman 33 Scrap

localion 40 Like a 4 Approves 35 CNuretl
10 Friends chimney 5 Accessories cs«*mony

who USB sweep’s. 6 Flu 37 Earth
francs Cfothes symptoms 38 Leo

14 B ird's 41 Places 7 Happiness 40 Auctions
feature 42 Waterway or 41 Commuted

15 Oak nut 44 Bottom depression homicide
16 Baseball's surfaces 6 Boston 43 Fixed

Blue 45 __ over; Srvio portion
17 Drinks finished Bobby 44 Snowman's

liqueur 46 Don't exist 9 Crawling name
18 Deficiencies 47 Struck critter 46 Goose
20 Luau SO Be 10 _ gomas

offering acquainted oneseil 47 evening
21 Got rid o l With of; usee 48 Femafe
22 Tees off 51 B it of I t  Factory animal
23 IP  alter- residue 12 Lounging 49 Atop

natives 54 Over- around 50 Game of
25 O intment abundance 13 Brat's chance
26 Subject 57 Muffin response 52 Broker's

of (he topper 19 Lets go advice
Eman- 58 Cookie 2 t Ran S3 Goiter's
ci patron 59 Impressionist 24 Declare target
Procla- painter to be 55 Ship
mabon 60 In good true letters

28 At once health 25 Taft, to SB H ave-,...;
31 W hitened 61 Shoredird Yale, for under-
32 Yellow- 62 Building short privileged

owed birds level 26 Gush lorth one
34 Tree 63 _  S tartey 27 Religious S7 Homonym
36 Kuwaiti 

leader
37 Tear to 

pieces

Gardner 
DOWN 
1 Recipe 

abbf.

men
28 Victim
29 One who 

is dry

for a  tetter

BQAHMG__TWENTIES
In lira geld bofcnr, twenty vieta» cw> b» legnd Itw l «  the category <1of 
tostar* CM» aach word that you Érto and list It In Ike pro­
vided to 4-« righi al iva grtd wan» a n  be létírd B «  d roe ta »  • 
forward*, badorareb, 6t*tennMy. vœttcaMy and dagondb. Art 
txM-rçi« giwto to <jv. you tototo! Oto you find today* 20 im rts lî

Today's Category: FOREIGN CAPITALS

A N N E 1 V N 1 L R E B 1«
D C A N A V A H S K § D

2.
3*

E K A K tc W 0 Z 1 E A E 4«
».

<3 O D N A u A J R N N T fi.
7.

8 D 8 T B p G 1 A O T W fi.
L Q T L A E A D P D 1 G

9.
10.

E O I L 0 a R H 1 N A IM 11.
12.

S N N D Ö H D R 0 O G 1 13.
s

14.
O R N D H 0 D A L 0 J 15.

u E E Û W A T O G O 8 1 16.
1?.

R U B K M C A 1 fl 0 M S 18.
19.

B A L Q 1 e a S B W N B 20,

r < 7 B • 10 11 12 1»

r 1«

h »

r ■  ?2

26 27

132 33

145

129 30

134

4 7 48 49

54

se

81

S«

95

< » H A P P Y f »
¥ b i r t h d a y  y

May 7.... ....Tammy Frerich
May 8.... ..Martin Lumberas
May 8.... .Guadalupe Lumberas May 10..... Elizabeth Pacheco
May 8.... ...... Dillon Wilson
May 9.... .....Bruno Arreola, Jr. May 11....... .....April Crumley
May 9.... ........Jill Woodson
May 9.... ........... Robert Nelson May 12....... ......Dorothy Haga

....Russell Newton
May 10.. ........Damarius Flores May 12......Christina Reschman

LSt 52 SS

leo

¡63

fio a tto  Twotlws Solution:

1. Aíslas
2. Bsìjng
3. Bain
4. Bam
5. Segete
6. Bruneis
7. Buenos Altes
8. Cato
8. Cutara 

to.oubti

t i . Havana 
12 La Pm
13. London
14. Madrid
15. Odo 
mon**» 
17. Paris 
12  Flame
19, Santiago
20. Vienna

to * * I i vJjTT

by Charles Cooper

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Watch what you say this week. 
You could inadvertently spill 
someone's secret. Don't give this 
friend a reason to distrust you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Someone you'd considered a 
friend surprises you with a gross 
betrayal. It's definitely time to 
rethink this relationship. In the 
future, go with your instincts.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
You're not at your best on the 
job this week. However, you still 
manage to get things done. Later 
in the week, romance is high­
lighted.

CANCER (June 21 to ]uly 22) 
You discover that someone you' d 
looked up to isn't all you thought. 
Ride this disappointment out. 
Your views of this person were very 
unrealistic.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Take some steps this week to shore 
up your financial picture. Elimi­
nating debt should be the first pri­
ority. This weekend, stick close 
to home.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem­
ber 22) Your mind is sharp as a 
tack this week. Whatever's as­
signed to you is immediately and 
efficiently addressed. A  unique 
opportunity comes your way later 
in the week.

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo­
ber 22) You need to take a few 
steps back this week from work. 
If not, you could easily go on 
overload. This would render you 
unproductive for some time to 
come.

SCORPIO (October 23 to No­
vember 21) You're at a cross­
roads where romance is con­
cerned. Perhaps you're not get­
ting everything out of the rela­
tionship that you need or want. 
If so, look for ways to make this 
better.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Your inquisitive 
mind is a help to you this week 
where work is concerned. It could 
be a good time to begin a course 
of study related to that. Over the 
weekend, quiet pursuits are best.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Friendships are sat­
isfying this week. One friend in 
particular has some fun ideas. Be 
sure, though, not to neglect work 
duties.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb­
ruary 18) You're at your most 
proficient this week at work. This 
earns you the recognition you 
deserve. Later in the week, feel 
free to mix business with pleasure.

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) Don't allow annoying family 
members to rile you up. In the 
end, it's really none of your con­
cern. The weekend finds you 
seeking out intellectual stimula­
tion.

mailto:ctward@hilconet.com
http://www.twequipment.net
mailto:ashent@medinaec.com
mailto:copiestogo@wcsonline.net
mailto:alexbower@sbcglobal.net
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Truth is a special gift from God

Remember the word “rheto­
ric?” It used to mean a study of 
the use of words, especially as 
given in speeches. A “rhetori­
cal question meant a question 
used to draw in a listener or 
reader to understand a point 
from a new perspective.

Rhetoric was one of the tra­
ditional ancient areas of study, 
right alongside things like arith­
metic, reading and geography.

Rhetoric competitions might 
involve speeches or debates. 
C lever speakers would use 
words that would excite, enrage 
and enthrall the listeners. Spe­
cial gestures, methodical stag­
ing, careful phrasing — all these 
were part of the art of rhetoric.

Today, “rhetoric” seems to 
have a nasty slant. All too often 
it seems that rhetoric means ar­
guing a point using any device 
expedient. Rhetoric no longer 
means presenting a specific view 
of the truth. It has given way to 
words like “spin” and “slant.” 

And what gets lost in the pro­
cess is the truth. I won’t bore 
you with a list of dubious publi­
cations or poorly researched ar­

ticles. We’ve all seen the TV 
reports, heard the radio and per­
haps read the pamphlets. Rheto­
ric today seems a lot more about 
selling or repelling than telling.

The tragedy in this change of 
the word “rhetoric” is not the 
loss of an art I deeply appreci­
ate. Surely there are many con­
clusions possible from any given 
set of facts. But when people 
begin to substitute facts with con­
vincing fantasy or exaggeration, 
the new rhetoric of “spin” cre­
ates a distorted truth. And as 
Christians, we value the truth — 
even when it is difficult to di­
gest and points out weaknesses 
in our own perspective.

An example: Director Mel 
Gibson’s movie “The Passion of 
the Christ” is incredibly diffi­
cult for many people to watch. 
The graphic depictions of the 
suffering of Jesus aren’t for the 
weak-hearted. It’s not a “pop­
corn” movie.

Many reports have high­
lighted an apparently anti- 
Semitic tone in the movie.

Some people feel that Mr. 
Gibson should have toned-down

First United 
Methodist 

Church

Rev. Roger 
Baker

the dialog or perhaps trimmed 
scenes that might inspire senti­
ment against modern Jews. Mr. 
Gibson declined, preferring to 
stay with the uncomfortable ver­
sion of Jesus’ last hours found 
in the Gospels.

Those who find the Gospel 
accounts uncom fortable in 
places must make a decision — 
to embrace their message or to 
reject it. Gibson could have ed­
ited the movie into a sanitized 
version presentable to any 
group, but he chose to stay true 
to the text.

I find this decision to be cou­
rageous and in the best tradition 
of the Christian ethos.

Pharisees tried to trip Jesus 
while praising His allegiance to 
the truth (Matthew 22:15-22), 
but Jesus used a simple truth as

his reply. On one occasion He 
healed a woman who told the 
truth in faith. (Mark 5:31-34)

The Gospel of John implies 
that truth was created by Christ. 
(John 1:17).

Jesus even claimed the title 
of truth as His own. (John 14:6)

Today, especially in election 
times, it is easy to lose sight of 
the gift of truth. As Christians I 
think we should carefully guard 
the truth as a special gift from 
God. This means honesty in our 
daily lives, direct speech in our 
public dealings, and private lives 
that reflect the Gospel. It isn’t 
easy. It comes at a cost of con­
venience and personal pleasure. 
But it is a part of being a Chris­
tian, and it is being truthful in 
the best sense of the word.

At First United Methodist 
Church we’re finding new ways 
to be true to Christ in all we do. 
Join us Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in 
Slator Hall for our Bible study 
on prayer. Sunday we worship 
at 10:45 a.m., right after Sun­
day School at 9:30. Please join 
with us as we search for the truth 
that the Gospel brings!

‘Mother’ and ‘love’ are often synonymous
In these United States of 

America, the weekend to follow 
the publication of this issue of 
The Brackett News will be dedi­
cated to Mothers’ Day.

The 20th of June will be Fa­
thers’ Day.

Then, of course, those who 
decide such matters have added 
innumerable other “days:” Mar­
tin Luther King’s Birthday, 
Lincoln’s Birthday, Presidents’ 
Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Christopher Columbus Day, Vet­
erans’ Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
New Year’s Day.

And let’s not forget the many 
“days” throughout the year on 
which we are invited to “remem-

*St. Mary 
Magdalene 

Church

Fr. Cornelius 
J. Scanlan

ber” a variety of “important” (to 
whom?) issues and services.

But Mothers’ Day stands out 
in the minds and hearts of many. 
For those many, “mother” and 
“love” are synonymous.

My Mom was 74 years old 
when a neurology team removed 
a malignant tumor from her 
brain.

I remember the instructions

the doctor gave her as he re­
leased her from Wilford Hall 
Hospital. I heard him say, 
“Mama Scanlan, under no cir­
cumstances are you to get out 
into the sun.”

She lived with me at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
in McAllen for another year af­
ter that, before God called her 
to himself.

One incident among many 
stands out in my memory. It was 
summer time, July if I remem­
ber correctly. It was another hot 
day, outside temperature in the 
100s.

Yours truly was cutting the 
grass in front of the rectory, 
soaking wet with perspiration.

As I rounded one corner, I spied 
my Mom walking toward me 
with a large glass of water for 
“her little boy.”

She had paid little attention 
to “Mama Scanlan, under no cir­
cumstances are you to get out 
into the sun.”

She thought about someone 
else, as she usually did, rather 
than about herself.

She demonstrated to me what 
Jesus of Nazareth meant when 
he said: “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friend.”

After all, this kind of love is 
the giving kind. In this instance, 
“mother” and “love” were syn­
onymous.

SPORTS
earn

trip to 2A state track meet
Juliann Ashabranner and 

Rachel Swinson earned a trip to 
the state track meet after help­
ing the Brackett Tigerettes to a 
seventh-place finish at the Re­
gion IV-2A meet Saturday in San 
Angelo.

Brookshire Royal and Lex­
ington won the regional event 
after both teams finished with six 
points. Van Vleck was third 
with 56 points, Navarro and 
Refugio tied for fourth with 42 
points, Little River Academy 
was sixth with 38 points, and 
Brackett and Wallis Brazos each 
finished with 34.

The top two finishers in each 
event at regionals qualifies for 
the state meet, which will be held 
May 14-15 in Austin.

Ashabranner finished second 
in the 1,600-meter run with a 
time of 5:32.51. Chelsea Ervy

Juliann Ashabranner

of Salado won the event with a 
5:28.84.

In the 3,200-m eter run, 
Riviera’s Brooke Wright took 
the gold with a 12:10.90, while

Rachel Swinson
Ervi and Ashabranner finished 
second and third with times of 
12:14.74 and 12:24.51, respec­
tively. Ervi is going to drop out 
of the 3,200-meter run, allow­

ing Ashabranner to compete in 
both distance events.

Swinson qualified for state in 
the 400-meter run after taking 
second in the event with a time 
of 59.58. She finished behind 
Blanco’s Chelsea Harvey, who 
had 59.48.

Swinson also anchored the 
mile-relay team of Courtney Fre- 
rich, Stephanie Coronado and 
Divina Pena that took third with 
a 4:12.49. Little River Academy 
won the relay with a time of 4:09.20 
and the Van Vleck team was sec­
ond with a4:10.75.

The Tigerettes’ distance team 
set a new school record after 
posting a time of 4:09.79 in the 
prelims.

Frerich also placed eighth in 
the 300 intermediate hurdles after 
being clocked at 51.51.

Puron
Serving Del Rio Since 1970

•  Sales •  Service •  Installation 
Residential & Commercial
10 Years Parts & Labor Warranty 
On Puron Deluxe

100% FINANCING Raul & Manuela Meza - Owners 
WITH CREDIT APPROVAL all Max Meza, Sales Representative. 
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Service & R epa ir a ll m akes an d  brands 
150 m ile radius service  area.

REFRIGERATION, HEATING & AIR CONDI HONING

Our thanks for the 1st Annual After Prom Party, 
given by the Adult FCA Chapter

Catherene & Gary Lawson, Theresa & Mark Kes- 
teloot, Marion & Marvin Walton, Mary & Kurt 
Partlow, Sammye & Drue Duncan, Mary & Carroll 
Petrosky, Leslie & David Yeager, Rhonda & Charles 
Marquardt, Francie & Tom Wylie, Lisa & Stan Co- 
noly, Carolyn & Bill Conoly, Kathy & Paul Kluzeck, 
Veronica & Tom Swinson, Beth Ann & Richard 
Smith, Paula & Tom Renken, Nadalee & Bret Allen, 
Cornelius J. Scanlan, Deacon Joseph Goebel, U.S. 
Border Patrol, Applebee’s Restaurant, St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal & Our Redeemer Lutheran, Beta Epsilon 
Omicron Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, Fort Clark 
Springs Assn. Board of Directors.
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Find the news that's important to you in 
ie Brackett News ~ your local newspaper!
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Don’t be friends with fools
“But Dad,” Jason whined.

“You shouldn’t be the one to 
tell me who my friends can 
be?”

“Listen Jason, as your par­
ents, Mom and I are respon­
sible to teach you right from 
w rong,” Bill said sternly.
“We are responsible for teach­
ing you how to choose the 
right kind of friends.”

Jason wouldn’t give up:
“Jack and I have been friends 
since first grade. I thought we 
were supposed to be loyal to 
our friends no matter what.”

“You’re right, son,” Bill 
said. “But there comes a time 
when loyalty leads to trouble.
Knowing when it’s time to 
break off a loyal friendship 
comes from wisdom and ex­
perience. Up to this point 
you’ve made friends among 
kids who won’t be a bad in­
fluence. Mom and I are proud 
of you for that. ”

“Dad, aren’t you being 
judgmental?” Jason asked.
“Just when did you become 
God?”

Bill said nothing. He 
looked at Jason. Before Bill 
could speak, Jason put his 
head down and apologized.

“I’m sorry Dad. I shouldn’t 
have said that. I know you 
want what’s best for me.”

Bill put his arm on Jason’s 
shoulder: “Son, I’m not being 
judgmental, just a good par-

The Spirit of the Lord is mighty
“Then went Samson down, 

and his Father and mother to 
Timnath, and came to the Vine­
yards of Timnath: And behold, 
a young Lion roared against 
him.

“And The spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and He 
rent him (tore apart) as he would 
have rent (tore apart) a kid goat, 
and he had nothing in his hand:

“And when he came unto 
Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
against him: And the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

C orn er o f  F o rt &  H en d erson
Sunday: Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:10 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Healing Service Wednesday 12:10 - 12:50 p.m . 

E m ail: w w w . ourredeem erlu theran . org

PASTOR NATHAN LAFRENZ 563-9607

First ¿JnitcdMethodist Church
109 James Street, next to the clinic 

“ r Sunday School 9:30 * Worship 10:45 
Staffed Nursery Every Sunday

Community Movie & Chet Night 
7:00 PM in Slator Hall 

Free! Everyone is Welcome!

open hearts, open minds, open doors

St. John’s 
Missionary 

Church

Rev. Bill 
Adams Sr.

him, and the cords that were 
upon his arms became as flax that 
was burnt with fire, and his bands 
loosed from off his hand .” 
(Judges 14:5-6, 15:14)

Praise God!

Empowering
Families

Dr. Donald 
Smith

ent. It is God who is the great 
judge and in the end He will 
judge us all, including your 
friend Jack.

“God also expects that we 
should not place ourselves in 
unnecessary risk. Over the 
past year Jack has been fol­
lowing the wrong crowd. His 
new friends lead him to make 
decisions that result in trouble 
at school and with the law.

“Long ago a very wise man 
said if you touch pitch expect 
to blacken your hand and 
when you associate with an im­
pious man you learn his 
ways.” (Sirach 13:1)

“The wise man also said to 
lim it the time you spend 
among fools.” (Sirach 30:1-3) 

“You can always be 
friendly and let Jack know that 
God loves him, but you don’t 
have to spend time with him 
and follow in his ways.”

■  Editor’s note: This col­
umn is brought to you by the 
St. Henry deOsso Family 
Project, working in Brackett- 
ville to strengthen family, faith 
and education.

SELL YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS. CALL 563-2852 TODAY!
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ADOPTION
Note: It is Illegal to be paid for 
anything beyond medical and 
legal expenses in Texas adop­
tion.

A BABY TO cherish, adopt: 
Young couple (both 35) are ea­
ger to give your baby lots of love 
and advantages. Chet's a CPA 
and a playful dad. Heather's a 
nurturing, caring at-home mom. 
We admire your courage. Call 
Heather at 1-800-757-7551.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? We can help. We 
specialize in matching families 
with birthmothers nationwide. 
Toll free 24 hours a day, 1-866- 
921-0565. One True Gift Adop­
tions.

AUCTIONS
KINNEY COUNTY AUCTION Co.
Hwy. 90 W. Brackettville, TX., 
May 8-9 a.m. Antique glass, fur­
niture, collectibles, misc., box 
lots. Small boatmotor, PU ser­
vice bed. To much more to list. 
830-563-2679.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

1 .8 0 0 .VENDING, 90 M A ­
CHINES- $9,120. The best lo­
cations. 1-800-836-3464, 24 
hours.

ABSOLUTELY ALL CASH - 90
vending machines w ith  loca­
tions. All for $9,995. Success 
Advertising Group. 1-800-330- 
2140.

ARE YOU MAKING $1,000 per
week? All cash vending routes 
w ith prime locations available 
now! Under $9,000 investment 
required. Call Ready Routes toll 
free (24-7) 800-637-7444.

MAKE A CHANGE today. Make 
great income 24 hrs. a day from 
your home computer. No exp. 
nec., training provided. FT/PT, 
Call Alpha Advertising Agency, 
M/F, 7-7. 866-462-7827, ext. 
505.

DRIVERS WANTED
$.40/MILE FOR 1 year experi­
ence means you'll make money! 
Great freight means miles! More 
experience means more money! 
12 months required. Heartland 
Express, 1 -888 -492 -61  12, 
www.heartlandexpress.com.

CO. DRIVERS, GREAT opportu­
nities if you live in TX, OK, LA, 
AR! Regional -1 0  states (70%), 
home w eekly . $ 600 -$800  
OTR, start 32 cents. Excellent 
benefits include 401 k, 6 months 
plus T/T experience with CDL/ 
A. Bob or Rick, 800-666-0380, 
National Freight, Inc. www.natl- 
freight.com.

DRIVERS WANTED
100 DRIVER TRAINEES needed! 
Special 1 5 day CDL training for 
Werner Enterprises. No experi­
ence needed! Call for details. 1- 
800-336-2669.

CDL-A DRIVERS: MINIMUM 6
months OTR. *Team runs to 
West Coast. "Late model equip­
ment. "Great pay, miles and ben­
efits. Call Steve Mox Trucking. 
Ask fo r Marci. 1 -800-253- 
5148.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANS­
PORT. Teams and Solos check 
out our new pay plan. Owner 
operators, experienced drivers, 
solos, teams and graduate stu­
dents. Call 1-888-MORE PAY 
(1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS/CDL-A FLATBED AND
van drivers, $50,000 yearly 
potential. High weekly miles. 1 
year T/T experience. SMX, 1- 
800-247-8040, w w w .sm xc. 
com.

DRIVERS - DRIVING SCHOOL
graduates needed! Tuition reim­
bursement. Up to 37 cents/mile. 
No waiting to upgrade. Pay on 
delivery. Guaranteed hometime. 
USA Truck, 800-237-4642.

DRIVERS - LET'S GET naked! 
The naked truth is: Top pay .42/ 
mile. $1,500 sign on for exp. 
Nationwide carrier. Students 
welcom e. 8 0 0 -5 6 9 -9 2 3 2 , 
www.ffeinc.com, Conwell Corp.

DRIVERS - NEW PAY package! 
Longhaul, regional, lease opera­
tors, company drivers! Friday 
paydays! In-cab e-mail. Family 
voicemail! Class "A " CDL, 6 
m onths OTR. 1 -800 -745 - 
9670, www.continentalx.com.

DRIVERS - SINGLES START at
34 cents. Teams start at 41 
cents. Also, hiring O/Op's and 
CDL grads. OTR, dedicated and 
regional. USA Truck 800-237- 
4642.

DRIVERS...TRUCKS SET to 65
mph! $2,500 experienced driver 
sign-on bonus! New trainee pay! 
Van, flatbed, autohaul. CDL train­
ing available. Swift Transporta­
tion  1 -8 6 6 -3 3 3 -8 8 0 1 ,
www.swifttruckingjobs.com.

LEASE PURCHASE OWNER/op-
erators - '02  or '0 3  Volvo. 
Weekly settlements, regional 
lanes, fuel surcharge 11 cents. 
15 months OTR experience re­
quired. 8 0 0 -8 2 6 -1 4 0 2 , 
www.cfsi.com.

WANTED OWNER-OPERA- 
TORS. Late model tractors. Base 
plate program. Full insurance pro­
gram. Regional runs available, no 
Northeast. Call Charlie, Sunco 
Carriers, 888-377-7537.

DRIVERS WANTED
DRIVER: NOW EARN more! In­
crease in pay package. Contrac­
tors and company needed. 
Flatbed - refrigerated - tanker. 
Over-the-road. Some regional. 
Commercial driver's license train­
ing. 1-800-771-6318, ww w. 
primeinc.com.

OWNER/OPERATORS, COM­
PANY drivers needed, 2 years 
OTR experience. Regional, home 
weekends, weekly settlements, 
paid loaded and empty. Quality 
Transportation Services, 1-800- 
361-0188. Ask for Russ.

EDUCATION
EARN YOUR DEGREE - Online 
from home. Business, paralegal, 
computers, networking and 
more. Financial aid available, job 
placement assistance and com­
puters provided. Call free 866- 
858-2121, w w w.Tidew ater- 
TechOnline.com.

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED: A STAFF writer to 
cover governmental meetings 
and community meetings and 
community events. Experience 
preferred. Interested individuals 
can pick up an application at 507 
S. Ann Street.

$250 TO $500 a week. Will 
train to work at home Helping the 
US Government File HUD/FHA 
mortgage refunds. No experience 
necessary. Call Toll Free 1-866- 
537-2907

AVON CALLING! NEED extra 
money? Work part/full time from 
home. Earn up to 50%. Call for 
$10 Starter Kit. 1-800-211- 
0502 (ISR).

WORK FROM HOME. $Billion 
wellness company expanding! 
Earn up to $499 - $7,999 PT/ 
FT/mo. Your own hours plus full 
training. Call 800-729-7072, 
Shapeworks (Tm).

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
ANNOUNCEMENT: NOW HIR­
ING 2004 Postal Positions. 
$14.80/$38 + /hr. No experi­
ence necessary. Entry level with 
full benefits. Paid training. Call 
7 days for info toll free 1-888- 
826-2513, ext. 676.

GOVERNMENT JOBS. EARN
$11 -48/hr. Full benefits/paid 
training on homeland security, 
law enforcement, wildlife, cleri­
cal, administrative and more. FT/ 
PT available. Call Frontier 7- 
days. 1 -8 0 0 -3 2 0 -9 3 5 3 , 
x2504.

FIND THE LATEST job openings 
every week right here in the 
classifieds!

C H ILD  C A R E S E R V IC E S  A V A IL A B L E
Child Care Provider Services has
open enrollment and is now taking 
applications for child care services.

i f  you  ham  a  job, ifyou  are attending school or are in 
training, you  m ay qualify for child care services. G im your 

local Workforce Center a  call today an d  fin d  out bow 
WE can help YOU.

The Middle Rio 
Grande Workforce 

Board is an EOE 
and auxiliary aids 
and services may 

be made available 
upon request to 

individuals with 
disabilities. For 

infonnatioo, please 
contact our voice 

or TDD telephone 
at 830-591-0141.

Telefonü:
(830)

5G3-2D2I

Operated by the Middle Rio Grande 
Development Council

fordable Child Care

f

■ í  ' -

ie M e  o f  M in d .

Funded by the Middle Rio Grande •* 
Workforce Board

Telephone:
(830)

5G3-2D2I
MiJdlc- Rio Grande 
Woricforcc Hoarxi es una 
institución que apoya 
las necesidades y  
servicios auxiliar« que 
puede hacer 
disponibles, bajo 
requerimiento, a 
personas con 
diseapacidad. Para 
mayor información por 
favor contacta por 
nuestro servicio 
telefónico especia) 
llamado TDD'’ al (830) 
591-0141.

El Departamento de Guardería
ha abierto inscripciones para la 

applicacion de los servicios de guarderías.
Si tienes trabajo, si asistes a la escuela o estas en entrenamiento, podrios 
calificar para proveteer los seriados de guarderías. Llama a  tu centro de 

la fuerza laboral de trabajo load e investiga como 
podemos ayudarte aplicar.

SERVICIOS DE GUARDERIA DISPONIBLES

ke

T
O ’Rourke Realty
Paul & Elsa O ’Rourki 

| K j  P.O. Box 670 
Brackettville, TX 7883 

(830) 563-2713 
U n it 1 2 - 2  s to ry  
house  - 3 bed , 2 
baths.
F ixer-upper 49e r - 2 
bed, 1 bath.
"THE WELL" Building 
and 4 lo ts  - Thom as 
and Ann St. W ill not 
sell separately.
U n it 1 - 2 bed , 2 
baths, den - $48,000.

On golf course - 2 lots, 
3 bed, 2 baths, in like 
new  c o n d it io n  w ith  
d e ta ch e d  garage  - 
$70,000.

orourke@the-i.net

K e n  B a rn e tt  
R e a l E sta te

P.O. Box 1035 
103 W. Spring St. 

Brackettville, TX 78832
•  Townhouse lot 116, unit 1 furnished. 8 3 0 -5 6 3 -2 4 4 6
•  Unit 36 lot 39, FCS 2 Br, 1bt manufactured housing.
•  Acreage - 80 .03  Acres Tract #303  Leona Ranch.
•  The Master Condominiums: 2 Bd/1 bath fully furnished - Large Garage Space

Included for Only $41 ,500 .00
•  Unit 15 Ft. Clark Springs: 2 br/2 bath Mobile - Roof cover, Carport Golf Cart Shed 

Fully furnished $34 ,500 .00
» 4 .53  Acres off 19 Pepper Lane, Del Rio
•  Unit 1 Lot 146 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba
•  Unit 1 Lot 145 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba

Have Buyers - Need Listings! Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE TR AN T / BARBARA VOSS

830 -5 63 -2 9 97
i S X  104 A-E Spring 

Beautiful 4BR, 2.5B golf course home, 2,900 + - s/f, 
great kitchen, serene setting under the oaks!
New Listing: 14' x 66 ' mobile home, 2BR, 2B in 
immaculate condition, large room addition, all under 
metal cover!
New Listing: Cute 2BR, 2B mobile home, tastefully 
remodeled, has metal canopy & great patio!
Ranches and small acreage for sale.
____________ w w w .re a le s ta te tx k in n e y c o u n ty .c q m _____________

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
POSTAL JOBS FOR 2004: 
$1 6.20-$39.00/hr. Paid train­
ing, full benefits. No experience 
necessary. Green card OK. Call 
Exam Preparation, 1-866-895- 
3696, ext. 5656.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
$$CASH$$ CASH NOW for
structured settlements, annuities 
and insurance payouts. 800- 
794-7310. J.G. Wentworth ... 
J.G. Wentworth means cash 
now for structured settlements.

CASH FOR STRUCTURED
settlement/annuity payments. It's 
your money! Get cash now when 
you need it most. Oldest/best in 
the business. Settlement Pur­
chasers. 1-877-Money-Me.

CREDIT CARD DEBT? Cut inter­
est by over 75%. If you are fall­
ing behind and have over 
$2,000 credit card debts, call 
CreditGUARD of America, 1- 
800-839-6889, for expert ad­
vice.

Phyllis & Les Meyer 
p i n n  615 Hwy 90 EAST
e j a a  p roperties 830-563-99H

Historical Homes For Sale on Colony Row in FCS.
New Listing - Unit 14, 2/2/CP and sunroom $29,990 
3/2/2 Corner Lot, Excellent Condition, $125,000.
3/2 Near school, fenced yard, huge lot, like new!
2/2/2 in the Oaks-Spacious home & great price!
2/2/ carport, fresh paint, tile floors, ready for move-in 
$68,500.

Hunting Ranches Available!

FOR SALE i HEALTH

FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY owner - Quemado, 
TX. Owner financing available 
5% finance 20% down. 24.58 
acres with house and garage (as 
is) $108,000.00. 16.35 acres 
- $ 4 9 ,0 0 0 , 1 5 .93  acres - 
$ 4 7 ,7 9 0 , 2 6 .1 4  acres - 
$78,420. Owner/Agent 830- 
775-0029, 830-703-0901.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana 
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/ 
Weekends, Complimentary fa­
cials, products, etc. www .mary 
kay.com/aflurry

SELL YOUR UNWANTED items!

BIG SALE! SATURDAY, May 8,
10:00 - 5:00. Used: fishing 
tackle, reloading supplies, TV, 
life vests, tools, sinks, clothes, 
hardware, antique oak wardrobe, 
videos, lot of mise. New: 10% 
off all tools, knives, music CD's, 
guitars, predator calls, ammuni­
tion, hunting supplies, and Mexi­
can pottery. Alamo Trading Com­
pany - Hwy. 90 West.

PASTEL PLAID SOFA and love 
seat, excellent condition. Call 
563-2166 - both for $500.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV SYS­
TEM inc luding ins ta lla tion ! 
125+ channels, including lo­
cals, from $29.99/month. Digi­
tal picture/sound. Limited offer. 
Plus shipping. Restrictions ap­
ply. 1-800-264-3458.

GARAGE SALES
FRI. & SAT. from 8 to 3. Many 
new items - 315 E. Fulton.
ARE YOU GOING to have a ga­
rage sale? Let the whole town 
know in the classifieds!

M A V E R IC K
SELF STORAGE

•  Commercial/Residential Storage
•  Controlled Access Entry
•  Fenced
•  RV/Boat Storage
•  Storage for Hunters Blinds & Campers'
•  Area Lighting

608 E. Hwy 90, Brackettville, TX 78832 (830) 774-2010 
Also in Del Rio & Eagle Pass

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR GOAL 
“COMPETITIVE RATES”

S e  H a b la  E s p a n o l

FAMILY HEALTHCARE OFFERS
healthcare for entire fam ily, 
$99.95 monthly. No age restric­
tions, includes dental, vision, 
pre-existing conditions accepted, 
unlimited usage, 500,000 doc­
tors, 1-800-718-8660, limited 
time offer.

TEXAS MEDICAID DIABETICS
* * "Free Meter* * * No cost dia­
betes supplies! Join Diabetes 
Care Club. Free membership. 
Free delivery. 1-800-545-1964 
"""C a ll n o w *** .

MISCELLANEOUS
VHS TO DVD, (yes, we can also 
handle your 8 mm films for you), 
LP, 45, cassette tapes and 8 
tracks to CD. VintageSounds.biz 
830-563-3443 or visit our web 
site at www.vintagesounds.biz.

REAL ESTATE
A BARGAIN. 100 acres - 
$39,900. Trophy whitetails. 
Rolling hills and draws, great 
access. Abundant turkey, quail, 
small game. More available. E-Z 
terms. Texas Land & Ranches, 
1-866-899-5263.

WILL SACRIFICE 40 beautiful 
acres. Was $ 2 9 ,9 0 0 , now 
$24,900. Stunning land outside 
Ruidoso. Survey, soil tested, 
warranty, deed, electric. Main­
tained all weather roads. Mins, 
to National Forest. Convenient to 
Ruidoso. Low financing avail­
able. 866-350-5263.

STEEL BUILDINGS
BUILDING KITS! GENUINI
SteelMaster(R) Structural Stee 
Arch Building Kits at huge sav 
ings - 20x40; 30x58; 50x200 
Perfect for workshops/garages 
Call 1 -8 0 0 -3 4 1 -7 0 0 7  
www.SteelMasterUSA.com.

WANTED
BOOK WANTED: "K INNE' 
County 1852-1977" Contact 
Goldie Posey 1 (405)627-744( 
(cell).

WANT TO RENT 2 bedroon 
house? Dave Crowe 1-800-679 
8007.

Think your estile IV rate is excessive? We think ifs piggish. 
Ship feeding the cable pig year money

Titan's sew  turn * twtt«r Daw i i  »wie*
ID ISSU NBtmft MA nor S9 SflEiT CUMULI
tact**»! MKJl E?Mrr*h, R o w  Charmi ESFtt Oa*ip Chart*!. 
U$fc Hetaai WTariS wm muât > $29?3
t r i  satellite IV lor tilt « M b Ime»! it’s and limita

» ite espjìprmnl to buy
► (te DSH Mwartl canmdTOni
► ite adddknsi «ilei fites*
► FR EE Stentata PWfiSsteMl InsUJal » ft  «  up 1$ 4 1Y$

HOME
8 3 0 - 2 7 8________ __ 6 8 4 3

DISH NETWORK SALES & SERVICE 
2014E. MAIN UVALDE, TX78801
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SAUM n  M  SO! MU
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Stop
moping 
around! 
Get rid 
of those 

unwanted 
items.

Place your ad i 
The Brackett Ne 

classifieds, an 
get results fast! 

Call 563-2852 to.

t e a s n j g  CrosBWonl Puyarte

, 8 3 a  u i d ü a a
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http://www.heartlandexpress.com
http://www.natl-freight.com
http://www.natl-freight.com
http://www.smxc
http://www.ffeinc.com
http://www.continentalx.com
http://www.swifttruckingjobs.com
http://www.cfsi.com
http://www.Tidewater-TechOnline.com
http://www.Tidewater-TechOnline.com
mailto:orourke@the-i.net
http://www.realestatetxkinneycounty.cqm
http://www.vintagesounds.biz
http://www.SteelMasterUSA.com

