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Briefs ...

Trustees to consider

out-of-district request

Three Laughling Air Force
Base families have asked the
Brackett School Board of Trust-
ees to allow their children to at-
tend school in Kinney County.

The School Board is expected
to consider the requests at a spe-
cial board meeting, tentatively
scheduled for 6:30 Monday night.

“The board policy says that
out-of-district requests may be
considered on a case-by-case ba-
sis, and that’s what the board will
be doing,” Superintendent Taylor
Stephenson said.

The trustees are also expected
to review the proposed budget for
the Kinney County Appraisal Dis-
trict and discuss personnel.

“We hope to do some hiring,”
Stephenson said. “We’ll probably
have some resignations that we an-
ticipate receiving.”

In Texas, July 1 is the last day

Rabid dog shot in Spofford

By J.J. Guidry
News Editor

A rabid dog was shot in Spofford last
Tuesday . It is Kinney County’s first ra-

bies case this year.

According to a Texas Department of
Health report, a woman said a dog showed
up at her residence in Spofford and grabbed
a kitten and killed it. She threw rocks at

the dog and it ran off.

for a teacher to resign without !

board approval.
City’s water contract
with Spofford delayed

The City of Brackettville’s con- w_
tract to provide water to Spofford

“is still in the works,” according
to City Secretary David Luna.

“I talked to Joe Cardenas (of
the Middle Rio Grande Develop-
ment Council),” Luna said at this
month’s regular City Council
meeting. “He has a short delay on
it. They’re still working on it.
They’ll forward it to our attor-
neys.”

JTPA employees clean
city’s drainage ditch

A drainage ditch in Brackett-
ville is finally being cleaned by
five summer employees with the
city. The positions are funded by
the Job Training Partnership Act.

“If you haven’t noticed, they’re
cleaning the drainage ditches we
always get complaints on,” City
Secretary David Luna told the
City Council at this month’s regu-
lar meeting.

“It usually takes a mass of
people to be able to clean that
drainage ditch,” he said. “The
drainage ditch is just about com-
plete.”

EMS to offer course

Kinney County EMS is mak-
ing plans to provide an EMT
course.

The course will be offered to
10 individuals willing to volunteer
time to the EMS program.

For more information, call

~(830) 563-9090.

School Board members Lloyd Lee Davis (from left), Tim Ward
and Jim McDaniel evaluate the site of the district’s new academic
wing earlier this year. The five proposals to construct the new
facility were all over the projected estimated cost of the project.

New academic wing proposals
above district’s estimated costs

All five proposals for the con-
struction of Brackett School
District’s new academic wing
were above the estimated cost of
the project.

School district officials opened
the sealed bids last Thursday.

The estimated cost of the
project was between $800,000 and
$1 million, while the proposals
ranged from $1,090,000 to
$1,238,000.

The contractors who submitted
proposals were Greco Construc-
tion, Talley Construction, RCI,
Droemer Construction, and Tom
Page Construction, all of San
Antonio.

“We’re going to evaluate them
to find the proposal that meets our
needs the best,” Brackett Super-
intendent Taylor Stephenson said.

“Each contractor gave us pro-
posals with a dollar figure with a
bid bond, which is a sub-contrac-
tors list, and gave us the total

“We‘re going to
evaluate them to find
the proposal that meets
our needs the best.”

Taylor Stephenson

amount of days that it would take
to complete the proposal.

“We had alternates for paving
a parking area adjacent to the
school, for teacher storeroom
cabinets, which we may be able
to build ourselves cheaper, for
science lab equipment, which we
are trying to get funded with a
grant proposal, for an individu-
ally controlled heating an air con-
ditioning system, and for duct
work, which would be metal or
fiberglass.”

A committee made up of
Stephenson, two School Board
members, the district’s business
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The woman left for a while and when
she returned, the dog was fighting with her
dog. She beat the dog off and it ran next
door and bit the neighbor’s puppy.

The neighbor called the Kinney County
Sheriff’s Department and Reserve Deputy
Manny Pena was dispatched to the scene.

When Pena arrived, the dog was under
the woman’s house. The dog ran at the
woman and she shot it. Pena, who works
with the Wildlife Damage Management
Service, shot the dog again, killing it.

The remains of the dog were sent to the
Southwest Texas Veterinarian Medical
Center where it tested positive for rabies.

According to the Sheriff’s Department,
the other animals involved in the incident
were confined and quarantined.

The Department of Health advised that
the animals and the Spofford residents were
to start taking post-exposure rabies shots.

The incident marked the 23rd rabies case
for Region 8 this year. It was the region’s
second dog case.

Since 1990, five human lives have been
lost to rabies in Texas. In South Texas
alone, two people have died from canine
rabies and more than 2,500 people have
taken post-exposure injections of rabies
vaccine after being exposed to a potentially
rabid animal.

Though treatment is effective if given
in time,
fatal in humans, according to the Depart-

once rabies develops, it is always

ment of Health.

Countybeefs' up EMS

Commissioners provide additional $13,900 in funding

In efforts to improve the
county’s EMS program, County
Commissioners approved an ad-
ditional $13,900 in funding for the
program earlier this month.

County officials said their ulti-
mate goal is to raise the EMS level
of service from basic life support
to an intensive care unit.

“I think EMS should be a priority,” Precinct 1
Commissioner Freddie Frerich said. “I believe it
will benefit everybody in the county.” !
" Kinney County received a top-of-the-line ambu-
lance from the Texas Department of Health (TDH)
last year, but is unable to use the vehicle to its po-
tential because of its basic life support status.

“We have the supplies and the equipment that
were given to us by TDH,” EMS Director Michelle .
Rosas said. “They’re stored away and we need to
start using them. We have a defibrulator that’s more
than $10,000 and it’s just sitting there. We need to

“use it.

“It would be a great advantage to the county to
have that level of service because of the distance
that we have to travel to the hospitals,” she added.

“l think EMS should
be a priority. | believe it
will benefit everybody
in the county.”

Freddie Frerich

$139.

The additional funding in-
cludes:

M an additional full-time basic
EMT at current- rates. The ap-
proximate cost per year, includ-
ing benefits, is $16,800.

M an additional part-time inter-
mediate EMT, working one 24-
hour shift per week, a 12-hour

shift plus 12 hours on call time. The basé rate is $8
per hour plus $15 per call during on call time. The
approximate cost per week, including benefits, is

B two additional part-time EMT paramedics,
working one shift each per week, a 12-hour shift
plus 12 hours on call time. The base rate is $9.50

per hour plus $15 per transport during on call time.

The approximate cost per week, including benefits,
for both positions is $322.50.

B an additional volunteer EMT paramedic at cost
reimbursement for one 24-hour shift per week with
mileage reimbursement of 28 cents per mile. The

approximate cost per week is $53.

B an additional $2,500 for supplies and equip-
ment, including the cost of drugs required for an
intensive care unit.

Officials see needs of border area

By Jaime Castillo »
San Antonio Express-News

EAGLE PASS - Members of a
House Republican task force
agreed Saturday that more re-
sources are needed for the drug
fight in South Texas, but most
refused to back away from a pro-
posal allowing the use of military
personnel and equipment along the
U.S.-Mexican border.

The seven-member delegation,
led by U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla,
ended a two-day tour in which its
members monitored federal drug
interdiction efforts and met with
border ranch owners long tired of
illegal narcotics trafficking on
their properties.

Speaking Saturday at the Eagle
Pass International Bridge, the
Republican lawmakers pledged to
return to Washington and push for
$2 billion more to be spent on the
nation’s drug effort.

The United States now spends
about $17 billion annually on pro-
grams ranging from drug treat-
ment to law enforcenient.

“Law enforcement at every
level are doing a tremendous job,”
Bonilla said. “But they’re doing
so much with very little re-
sources.”

U.S. Rep. Dennis Hastert of
Illinois, co-chairman of the GOP
task force, noted the “gripping”
testimony offered by about 25
property owners who met pri-

vately with the congressman Fri-
day night in Del Rio.

“They and the other fine people
who are on the front line of this
problem, I think they have the
right to ask: Is there really a war
on drugs in America?” Hastert
said. ‘ v

The 205-mile border area
monitored here by the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol -- reaching inland from

_Comstock to Carrizo Springs and

once considered too remote by
undocumented immigrants -- has
become a favored entrance point
after crackdowns in recent years
like Operation Hold the Line in
El Paso.

B See GOP/Page 3
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Appraisal District’s budget jumps 4 percent

The proposed budget for the
Kinney County Appraisal District
is 4.18 percent higher than the
current budget.

The Appraisal District’s Board
of Directors hosted a public hear-
ing on the proposed budget Tues-
day, but no citizens were in atten-
dance.

Jimmy Bader, chairman of the
Appraisal District board said he
was “satisfied” with the proposed
budget.

“Joyce (Fuentes, chief ap-
praiser) and her staff run an effi-
cient office,” Bader said. “I think
we provide a good, quality ser-
vice for our entities here in Brac-
kettville. It would be very hard
for them to be able to do it on
their own.”

The biggest increase in the pro-
posed budget is the line item for
service and maintenance, which
is proposed at $21,000, up from
$18,000. Of the $21,000 in the
line item, $16,340 is for computer
software maintenance.

The chief appraiser’s annual
salary remained $32,960, while
the bookkeeper’s sajary increased

from $16,800 to $17,304 and the .

Kinney County Appraisal District board members Henry Fuentes (from left), Jimmy Bader and
Mike Holley discussed the proposed budget at a public hearing Tuesday.

clerk’s increased from $11,290 to
$12,984.

Employee retirement benefits ‘

increased from $6,223 to $6,385

The only other increase in the

and social security benefits in- budget was an additional $100 for

creased from $4,504 to $4,600.

the entity’s lease.

Falcon Cable
freezes rates

Falcon Cable TV an-
nounced this week that it will
not increase its regular cable
television rates in 1998.

All services, including ba-
sic cable, Falcon’s channel
packages, and premium chan-
nels like HBO and Showtime
will remain frozen at their
regular pricing levels through
at least March 1999.

“We know that rate in-
creases are a concern to our
customers, and we certainly
don’t enjoy imposing them,”
said Lorna Gentry of Falcon
Cable. “However, we do rec-
ognize the need to balance
price with value.”

Gentry called the decision
an unusual step, particularly
because of Falcon’s own
sharply increasing costs for
programming purchased from
ESPN, TNT, TBS and other
networks.

“Even as our costs go up,
we strive to provide the best
value to our customers,” Gen-
try added.
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Letter to the Editor

New rules will destroy leagues

To the Fort Clark Springs
Board of Directors:

We received the Sentinel for

June and July on June 12, and
have carefully read the Board of
Directors’ policy statements,
“Rules of Golf Play at Fort Clark
Springs.”
- We would like to write this let-
ter not as an angry protest, but
rather will share our thoughts re-
garding said policy, as to the
Men’s, Ladies’ and Couples’ golf
groups.

To say that we are terribly dis-
appointed is an understatement, as
the primary reason for our com-
ing to Fort Clark every winter for
six years has been the golf course,
and in particular the Ladies’ and
Couples’ Leagues. Now, because
of the “no shotgun starts” for any
of the groups, something that is
treasured and valuable will be de-
stroyed.

We have formed friendships
and made acquaintances that we
never would have any other way.

Many of the Winter Texans
have liked the Fort so much they
have bought property to ensure
their pleasant experiences. Last
November we, too, purchased a
lot and new mobile in Unit 15,
and my husband spent the winter
improving the property.

However, we are definitely
having second thoughts about hav-
ing invested in Fort Clark, an or-
ganization that neither wants or
takes input from those who are
directly affected by rulings such
as the aforementioned.

I think it’s a shame to have
taken this action while so many
of the Winter Texans are not
present, and cannot register an
organized protest.

To require tee times prior to 8
a.m. rather than shotgun starts to
handle leagues of 40 in some
leagues, and sometimes 40
couples in the Couples’ League,
will inevitably result in the de-
struction of a very valuable part
of life on the Fort.

I can only assume that those
who have drawn up these rules
have never availed themselves of
the pleasure of companionship af-
forded by the leagues at the 18-
hole course.

I do hope an attempt will be
made on the director’s level to
amend these rules.

All courses must have rules,
but this one change is discrimina-
tory to a large section of the Fort
residents.

Louis and Edith Zipperer

Iron River, Wis.

Letters to the Editor Policy

The Brackett News welcomes and encourages letters to the editor. Letters
should not exceed 350 words. The editor reserves the right to edit all letters sub-
:mitted for length, potentially libelous statements and accuracy of information. All
‘letters must be signed and include a mailing address and phone number for verifi-
cation purposes. Letters published and columnist’s viewpoints do not necessarily
reflect the editorial beliefs of this newspaper.

Nobody can make you feel
inferior without your consent.
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The problems with guns are
the characters using them

The subject of guns is a vola-
tile issue. There is more rhetoric
and less objective thought than
almost any issue. It crowds the
headlines with abortion and homo-
sexuality.

The anti-gun activists are joined
by some rabid politicians intent
only on getting votes. These are
joined by devotees of the specu-
lation of psychologist intent on
flaunting the arrogance of an in-
exact science based solely on opin-
ions.

There can be no question but
that the Constitution protects the
right of citizens to own guns.

The president sounds off about
certain types of guns. First it was
Saturday Night Specials. When it
was proved that these killed few
people, he shifted to automatic
weapons. It’s a proven fact that
these kill few people, but by his
rhetoric, he’s never bothered by
facts nor the Constitution. He
thinks he can get more votes by
waving the anti-gun flag so he
constantly bleats it.

Guns in the hands of criminals
or irresponsible people are a prob-
lem, there’s no doubt about it. But
the problem will never be solved
by attacking guns. No gun ever
killed anyone except at the hands
of some human being.

The demand that all guns must
have trigger locks is another con-
cession to the criminal. A man

having a gun to protect his family -

could be killed because of the de-
lay caused by the lock.

The problem goes much deeper
than piddling with laws involving
guns per se.

As a boy, I spent many days
hunting. My father had a .410-
gauge shotgun. Our family ate
rabbit three or four times a week.
My dad killed some and I killed
the others. There was never an
accident involving the gun.

All my adult life, I’'ve owned
three rifles. One was a 22 semi-
automatic. One was a 32 special,
about the same as a 30-30. One
was a 30-06.

I largely raised a family of six
on deer meat. As our boys came
along, I taught them about guns.

Eetween U:i

By Joe Townsend

They were in a rack on the wall
accessible to anyone at anytime. I
kept them loaded (not in the cham-
ber) and taught my sons they were
loaded.

Too many people are killed by
someone “thinking” the gun was
not loaded.

At nine years, I taught my sons
to use the 22 to kill rabbits and
squirrels. At 12, I taught them
how to use the 38 special to shoot
deer. When they were grown, on
rare occasions, I taught them and
allowed them to use the 30-06.
There was never the least prob-
lem with or about guns.

The basic reason was not my
teaching about guns, but with the
character of the boys. From the
day, they were born, they were in
Sunday school and church. This
gave them the foundation of char-
acter, discipline and respect they
would need all their lives.

At home, they were taught and
disciplined to respect laws and
rules. They were taught they were
responsible for their actions and
would pay the penalty for mis-
deeds. It was the basic character
of the boys that prevented any
problems about guns.

The problems regarding the
misuse of guns will never be
solved until individual character
demands responsibility for him-
self.

I heard one psychologist say
boys taking guns to:school and
killing was a result of playing vig-
lent electronic games. There is no
evidence that any boy involved in
recent shootings played these
games.

In the 30’s, a book was given
great hype by the media. It was
entitled “Our Movie Made Chil-
dren.” The theme of the book was
that the nation would be destroyed
by young people watching violent
movies.

In those days, the most popu-
lar shows were the westerns, full
of shooting and killing. It was

from that generation came the gi- -

ant leap in aviation. It was from
them came the development of
plastics. It was from that age came
television, the spliting of the atom,
flight into space, etc.

The difference was the young
people of that age were taught dis-
cipline, character building, right
behavior at home, in school, in
church and in society. A return to
the family, school teaching, and
religious message of those days
will solve the gun problems of
today.

Restrictions on guns simply is
an exercise in futility. Criminals
will always get guns, FBI checks,
executive order of Boy Clinton not
withstanding.

The problem is the character
using the gun. Until our judicial
system begins strictly enforcing

‘the laws we have, there will not

be a dent in the problem. The
strictest gun control laws in the
nation are in Washington D.C.,
where there are more murders
with guns than any city in
America.

It is a proven fact that in the
states where the people have more
guns there is less crime and fewer
killings. In every state where con-
cealed handguns are legal, crime
and killings have decreased.

It’s high time the people wake
up to the facts and quit listening
to the flaming rhetoric of politi-
cians, especially Clinton and
Gore.

Clinton has consistently defied
the Constitution and the law of the
land to do what he wants. It’s time
to hold him accountable for crimi-
nal conspiracy. If this started,
there would be no end to it. It is
the trade mark of his administra-
tion that he cares nothing about
the Constitution and current laws.

ADDRESS:

Ann Street, Brackettville, Texas,
830-563-2852. Fax: 830-563-9538

USPS 003987

1878.

SUBSCRIPTION:

dress when requesting change.
Annual subscription rates are $20
$25 outside of county but in Texas,
of Texas.

DEADLINES:

era ready and for which space has

Classified and Legal Notice advertis

Editorial and publication offices are located at 507 S.

Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to:
The Brackett News, P.O. Box 1039, Brackettville,
Texas, 78832. Be sure to give both old and new ad-

Display advertising deadline is noon Tuesday for ad-
vertising to be composed for the current publication;
noon Wednesday for advertising that is completely cam-

Tuesday. Deadline for news releases is noon Tuesday.

Gl Brackell Hews

PERSONNEL:
JEWEL ROBINSON DIMPLE HENRY
78832. Telephone: Publisher Office Manager
: J.J. GUIDRY RICK BACON
News Editor Advertising

Published weekly on Thursday by The Brackett News.
Entered as Second Class Matter at the U.S. Post Of-
fice at Brackettville, Texas, under the Act of March 3,

in Kinney County, POSTMASTER:

and $27.50 outside

Any erroneous reflection upon the chara,
or reputation of any person, firm or corp
may appear in the pages of The Brackett N i

gladly be corrected upon being brought t e

been reserved. of the publisher.

ing deadline is noon

ADVERTISING:

Rate information is available by contacting publishers.
Advertising material, other than that supplied by the
advertiser, is protected under various copyrights and
is the exclusive property of The Brackett News. Mate-
rial is provided as a courtesy for use only in The
Brackett News. Any other reproduction or use will be
charged for at standard rates.

Send address changes to The Brackett News. p
1039, Brackettville, Texas, 78832. Al

MEMBERSHIP:
Texas Press Association.

Member of

T

Texas Press Association

cter, standing
oration which

0 the attention

A warning call

By Henry Bonilla Eid
U}.IS. Congressman, 23rd District

In a recent news story, a Navy
squadron commander reported
that only two of his 14 fighter jets
were safe enough for his pilots to
fly. e sEl
This unacceptable situation 1s
only one of many alarming ex-
amples of what we are doing to
our military by continuing to ex-
pect our forces to operate with less
money. :

Our armed forces are 1n worse
shape now than they have been
since the end of the Vietnam War.
The United States military is
squeezed into the dangerous posi-
tion of having to do more with
less. Because of that, our military
readiness is compromised and our
ability to decisively win a poten-
tial war is at risk. _

Part of the problem is that the
defense department budget has
been cut every year for a decade.
With less money available, mili-
tary pay and benefits are only a
fraction of what they should be,
base housing is unfit, recruitment
is down and more and more sol-
diers are being sent on back- to-
back, overseas deployments.

Navy and Air Force pilots,
tired of senseless deployments and
low morale, are being lured away
by commercial airlines which pay
more money, have better benefits
and require less extended time
away from the family.

We will never be able to re-
cruit good people to join the mili-
tary with lousy pay, poor benefits
and long periods of time away
from home as incentives.

Our inaction in giving our sol-
diers the incentives they need to
stay in the military and our inabil-
ity to recruit the number of quali-
fied people needed to properly
sustain our forces is a very dan-
gerous trend. Instead of scaling
back defense spending, we need
to increase the defense budget and
eliminate unnecessary and expen-
sive peacekeeping missions like
Bosnia ‘and Haiti.

~These unending peacekeeping
missions are compromising our
ability to be able to effectively
maintain our forces and properly
train our troops for combat.

Using our increasingly limited
supply of defense funds on costly
peacekeeping missions is itself a
threat to our national security.

If the United States is going to
remain the top military force in
the world, we need to immediately
address the serious issues con-
fronting our armed forces.

We have a moral obligation to
give our military the tools and the
manpower it needs to succeed. We
cannot properly do this if we con-
stantly over-extend our troops,
and allow our defense budget to
t_>e consistently raided.

Unsung Hero

By Joe Townsend

I went to the Juneteenth cel-
ebration, mainly to get some of
the outstanding barbecue.

; The food was more than deli-
clous. Those who served were
most gracious.

I missed “Chicken” Dimery
and “Sonny Girl.” The ones who
did the barbecueing, however, did
a wonderful job.

The chicken was just right,
neither undercooked nor over-
cooked. The brisket was so ten-
der you could cut it with a fork.

I looked to see who the cooks
were. I saw Albert Payne and
David Seargeant. It appeared they
were being surprised by Helen
Sea;geant. This called to my at-
tention to how many times these
men are called upon for this task.

.When you think barbecue, my
mind runs always to Albert Payne
and now joined by David
Seargeant. They are to be highly
commended for giving the many
hours and much work necessary
to produce such delicious barbe-
cue.

There are few people who will
donate so much energy and work
to do this and even those who do,
few can turn out such delicious
barbecue.

Surely, Albert Payne and
David Seargeant are Unsung

Heros, and Helen too for her sup-
port.
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Obituary

Gladys E. Cook

Gladys E. Cook, 90, passed
away June 20, 1998, in Del Rio,
Texas. She was a resident of Fort
Clark Springs.

- She is survived by her husband,
Edwin J. Cook of Fort Clark
Springs; her children, Carol Ann
Waldron of Fort Worth, Marga-
ret Joan Bononami of Junction
City, Kan., and Edwin Arthur
Cook of Fort Worth; and numer-
ous grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and great-great-Grand-
children.

Visitation was held Tuesday,
June 23, at the Brackettville Fu-
neral Home Chapel.

Graveside services were held
Wednesday, June 24, at the Kin-
ney County Cemetery with Rev.
R. D. Halloway officiating.

Arrangements were under the
direction of the Del Rio Funeral
Home, dba Brackettville Funeral
Home, 114 North Street.

School district looks to expand
Gifted and Talented Program

The Brackett School District is looking to ex-
pand its Gifted and Talanted (GT) Program.

Jones Elementary School Principal Michael
Schooler presented a report on the program at this
month’s regular meeting.

“Our district would like to expand the GT pro-
gram in the future,” Superintendent Taylor
Stephenson said.

The district’s GT Committee recommended:

B offering GT as an elective class.

M using one staff development day in the fall as
GT training for the district’s entire staff.

M having one full-time teacher to oversee the
GT program for the entire district in order to bring
continuity to the program.

The committee is made up of Stephenson,
Schooler, Stoney Burks, Irene Finkenbinder, Mary

“Our district would like to expand
the GT program in the future.”
Superintendent Taylor Stephenson

W heard a year-end report on special education
given by Judy Blankenship. The district began the
year with 111 students in special education and ended
the year with 115 students.

® approved Local Policy Update 58, recom-
mended by the Texas Association of School Boards.

“The policy update dealt with hearing procedures
for terminated employees and also for reduction in
force policies for employees,” Stephenson said.”

B recommended an approved rating for the Al-
ternative School for the 1997-98 school year. The
recommendation will be sent to the Texas Educa-

Ellen Fuentes, Gracie Mata, Angie Meeks, Don

Sims, and Frank Taylor.

“All teachers noted positive results for the stu-
dents they teach in GT, especially in terms of use of
technology,” the committee stated in its written re-

port.

In other business, the trustees:

tion Agency for review.

“The Alternative School achieved all of its goals
this past school year,” Stephenson said.

M heard a report on the district’s technology plan
given by Stephenson.

M approved the minutes of the May 11 regular

board meeting with corrections.

United Medical Centers
(UMC), serving the Brackett-
ville, Del Rio and Eagle Pass
communities, has completed the
first step in its program to at-
tain accreditation by the Joint
Commission on the Accredita-
tion of Healthcare Organizations
(JCAHO).

A mock accreditation survey
was conducted last week by the
Center for Rural Health Stud-
ies of Mountain City, Tenn. The
mock survey, an important pre-
paratory step, indicated that
UMC was in compliance with
the standards required to attain
the status of “Accredited” by the
Joint Commission.

UMC expects to take part in
this national initiative with the
actual Joint Commission survey
taking place sometime in 1999.

“We look forward to work-
ing together with our staff to
achieve JCAHO accredited: sta-

UMC*seek;accreditation

tus within one year or less,” said
George Kypuros, the chief ex-
ecutive officer of UMC.
“While our goal has always
been to provide quality care to
all of our patients, the entire or-
ganization has been working ex-
ceptionally hard for the past sev-
eral years to become ready for
this challenging evaluation.”

Dr. Beverly Gutierrez,
UMC’s medical director, said,
“This mock survey is not only
an external evaluation of our op-
erations, but helps to reinforce
UMC’s staff commitment to the
concept of continuous quality
improvement. ”

JCAHO'’s mission is to im-
prove the quality of care pro-
vided to the public.

For more than 40 years, the
Joint Commission has been set-
ting standards and surveying all
types of health care facilities.

Library offers classes
In summer programs

The Kinney County Public Li-
brary will offer seven classes dur-
ing its summer reading program,
Librarian Sara Terrazas an-
nounced at this month’s Commis-
sioners Court meeting.

The classes include art, fun and
games, collection development,
crafts, genealogy, newsletters, and
a book hunt.

Terrazas said the library sub-
mitted a proposal to the Tocker
Foundation for $20,000 for the
purchase of adult material, large
print books, audios, non-fiction
books, reference material, and
videos.

“We should know something
by the end of September,”
Terrazas said.

A computer received by the tax
office was set up in the children’s
room. ' oy g

Kinney County Sheriff’s Report

Sunday, June 14

10:30 p.m., A Brackettville
woman reported that someone was
on the roof of her house, located
near the Sheriff’s Department.
Deputy Sheriff Karl Chism was
dispatched to the scene, along with
DPS troopers and Border Patrol
agents, but no one was found near
the property.

Tuesday, June 16

3:55 p.m., An anonymous
caller said that his jeep was on fire
near a ranch on Tularosa Road,
but the fire had been put out. He
said that he would have a wrecker
move the vehicle.

5:15 p.m., A Brackettville
woman requested the assistance of
a peace officer. She wanted some-
one to ask her ex-husband to go
back to Del Rio. Deputy Sheriff
Bobby Guidry was informed of the
situation. He was unable to locate
the subject.

5:43 p.m., A Spofford man
reported that a dog with rabies had
killed a cat and had chased two
people, but did not hurt them.
Reserve Deputy Sheriff Many
Pena was dispatched to the scene.
He shot the dog and sent part of
the remains to the Texas Depart-

ment of Health.
Wednesday, Junel?

12:20 p.m., A Brackettville
woman reported that a man on a
bike picked up her puppy dog.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Johnny Frit-
ter was dispatched to the scene.
The man later returned the dog.

Friday, June 19
9:37 a.m., A Brackettville
woman reported two men in a
small white car were driving
wrecklessly on Highway 90, head-
ing east towards Brackettville.

Saturday, June 20

1:09 a.m., Deputy Chism was
on routine patrol when he found
that the doors to the Kinney
County Civic Center were left
open. No one was inside the build-
ing and nothing was missing.

3:30 a.m., Deputy Chism was
on routine patrol when he found a
stop sign down at the intersection
of N. Ellen and and Third streets.
Chism removed the sign from the
street and placed it out of the way.

8:41 a.m., An employee with
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation reported vandalism at
Fritter Park, east of Brackettville
on Highway 90.

Community Calendar

8:50 a.m., A woman reported
that it appeared someone had been
in her aunt’s house on E. Edwards
Street. Deputy Guidry was dis-
patched to the scene. He could not
find any evidence of a forced en-
try and nothing was missing from
the residence.

10:16 a.m., A Border Patrol
agent reported a car in a canal on
F.M. 1908. Deputy Guidry was
dispatched to the scene. The ve-
hicle was found in a drainage ditch
on Moses Lane, off of Highway
1590, near Quemada. A local
farmer was helping the owner of
the vehicle remove the car from
the ditch. :

Sunday, June 21
12:10 a.m., A Fort Clark
Springs man said that his ex-wife
and son were at his residence in
Unit 7 and that they were in vio-
lation of a restrictive order.
Deputy Chism was dispatched to
the scene and escorted the woman
and her son from the residence.
10:23 p.m., A Brackettville
woman said that someone was
calling her residence and harass-
ing her over the telephone. Deputy
Chism was dispatched to the scene
and met with the woman.

Thursday, June 25
12:00 p.m., The Brackettville
Rotary Club meets in the Cavalry
Ballroom at the Las Moras Res-
taurant on Fort Clark Springs.

Tuesday, June 30
7:00 p.m., The Fort Clark
Duplicate Bridge Club meets in
the Gorgas Room at the Adult
Center on Fort Clark Springs.
Thursday, July 2
12:00 p.m., The Brackettville
Rotary Club meets in the Cavalry

Ballroom at the LLas Moras Res- -

taurant on Fort Clark Springs.

6:30 p.m., The Lions Club
meets in the Cavalry Ballroom at
the Las Moras Restaurant on Fort
Clark Springs.

Sunday, July 5§

12:00 p.m., The Knights of

Columbus meet at Parish Hall.

Monday, July 6
1:00 p.m., The Fort Club Art
Club meets at the Art Studio on
Fort Clark Springs.
5:00 p.m., The Old Quarry
Society meets at the Adult Center
on Fort Clark Springs.

Tuesday, July 7
7:00 p.m., The Fort Clark
Duplicate Bridge Club meets in
the Gorgas Room at the Adult
Center on Fort Clark Springs.
Thursday, July 9
12:00 p.m., The Brackettville
Rotary Club meets in the Cavalry
Ballroom at the Las Moras Res-
taurant on Fort Clark Springs.
6:30 p.m., The Kinney County
Chamber of Commmerce meets in
the Cavalry Ballroom at the Las
Moras Restaurant on Fort Clark
Springs.

Saturday, July 11
10:00 a.m., The Fort Clark
Springs Community Council
meets in Shafter Hall on Fort
Clark Springs.

Monday, July 13

9:00 a.m., The Kinney County
Commissioners Court meets at the
Court House on Ann Street.

6:30 p.m., The Brackett School
Board of Trustees meet at the
district’s Administration Building
on Ann Street.

Tuesday, July 14

6:00 p.m., The Brackettville
City Council meets at the City
Annex on Highway 90 West.

7:00 p.m., The Fort Clark
Duplicate Bridge Club meets in
the Gorgas Room at the Adult
Center on Fort Clark Springs.

“We have installed educational
software for the children to use,”
she said.

The school district donated a
computer with accelerated reader
software.

“We have purchased acceler-
ated materials and have marked
all the accelerated books we al-
ready have,” Terrazas said.

“Students can now check out
books and take the test here at the
library,” she added.

The library’s office computer
is down. Terrazas said she was
unable to get Tino Gomez to work
on it, but added that Charles
Tallavera was going to repair it.

Terrazas said the library has
two employees working 32 hours
a week at the library through the
Job Training Partnership Act.

GOP group pledges
to seek drug war aid

B Continued from Page 1

The Del Rio area has experi-
enced the highest increase in ar-
rests and drug seizures along the
U.S.-Mexico border, going

‘from 50,036 arrests and $13

million in drug seizures in 1994
to 121,137 and $79 million, re-
spectively, in 1996.

Yet the area has just 520 Bor-
der Patrol agents -- compared
to 948 in the El Paso sector --
patrolling 189 miles along the
border. ‘

Rep. Tom Latham, an Iowa
farmer, said he sympathized
with the ranchers who often hire
their own security forces be-
cause of the threat posed by gun-
toting traffickers.

“One woman really got to
me,” he said. “She is absolutely
worried to death that (her hus-
band) won’t come home alive
when he goes out to work on
the ranch.”

Meanwhile, most other task
force members present also
maintained their support of an

amendment to the defense bill

that would give the president |

discretion in placing up to
10,000 troops on the U.S.-
Mexico border. ;

Bonilla was the delegation’s
only member to vote against the
amendment, sponsored by qu.
James Traficant Jr., D-Ohio,
which was adopted in the House
288-132 last month.

The continued support for the
Traficant measure raised eye-
brows here among those who
fear a big military presence
could harm the economic inter-
dependence of U.S.-Mexico
border cities.

The lawmakers were greeted
at the International Bridge by
four young college students, one
of whom held a sign: “The bor-
der is our home, not your battle-
ground.” .

Other congressmen making
the trip were Pete Sessions of
Dallas, Asa Hutchinson of Ar-
kansas, Roger Wicker of Mis-
sissippi, and Ron Lewis of Ken-
tucky.

For the news that is important
to you, subscribe to
The Brackett News.
Call
563-2852 today.

meets the 2nd Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m.

School of Instruction meets the

Ist, and 3rd Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m.
{8X__Visiting Brothers are Welcome
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Catch Great Cable TV
Savings This Summer!

Enjoy the best in home entertainment all summer:
long with Falcon’s sizzling hot 99¢ hook up special.

* FREE basic cable on additional outlets

* Local Broadcast Stations with basic cable

e HBO: $5.95 monthly for 3 months
Plus: you're automatically entered to win Falcon Cable’s
Summer Safari Sweepstakes PR
for two to the MTV Video Music Awards® in Los Angeles, CA.

CALL TODAY:

1-800-292-4502

LIMITED HOOK UPS AVAILABLE! ﬂFaIcon Call before Tuesday, June 30th!

Offer applies 1o standard installation in wired, serviceable areas only. All channels listed may not be available in all areas and their service level maj
outlet and up 1o two additional outlets only. After three months. regular premium service charges apply. HBO is a service mark of Time Wamer Enter
or restricted by law. Sweepstakes ends July 17, 1998. For official rules or to enter send a 3 x 5 card to: 1998 Faicon Cable TV Summer Salari Sweepstal

Y vary by area. Some restrictions
rtainment Company, LP. Offer expires 6/30/9t

may apply. Installation offer good for cable hook up on initial
8. No purchase necessary. Void where prohibiteq

kes, P.O. Box 6542, Long Island City, NY 11106,
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LIFESTYLES

Summer is here!

Summer officially arrived Sun-
day! It slipped in unnoticed be-
cause it has been so hot that I
thought it arrived in May! That’s
OK. Rain must be on its way.

If the heat bothers you, think
about the ranchers and farmers
who have been feeding and irri-
gating for several weeks. Summer
is here, but fall is on its way. Each
day brings us closer to cooler tem-
peratures and our rainy season.

Drivers Education

Our drivers education program
is going full blast! We have 16
students who are taking the class.

Susan Harrison called to report
that all 16 had passed the written
test. Driving is next!

We are contracting with a
~ teacher from Del Rio this summer.
Our school district pays half, and
the student pays half.

Watch for the driver education
car and our drivers who are try-
ing to learn to be safe drivers.

Open Gym

The gym is open Monday
through Thursday during the day
for summer recreation. I hope that
you are taking advantage of this
opportunity. Greg Nowlin is su-
pervising the gym in June.

City Swim Park

I too am proud of the City
Swimming Pool. It appears to be
nice, clean and safe.

I want to add my thanks to the
city for providing a much needed
service to the children of Brackett-
ville.

Student Handbooks

We’re working on student
handbooks. Each year, it is a
monumental task to update the
handbook for BISD students.

Susan Veach puts all of the
edited notes together for review
by the Board of Education. This
review will take place at the July
13 meeting of the board.

Personnel

The school administration is in
the process of hiring teachers for
the new school year.

We advertise vacancies in
newspapers, journals and at area
colleges. We then solicit applica-
tions. Those who look as if they
would qualify for the position are
brought to Brackettville to inter-
view with the principal and with
the superintendent.

Then we begin to check out in-

formation on each application that

includes: teaching certificate, tran-
script, references, and even a
criminal record’s check. Staff is
then recommended through the
principal to the superintendent.

My job is to recommend staff
to the Board of Trustees. The
board has the authority to accept
or reject recommendations made
by the superintendent. If recom-
mendations are rejected, the su-
perintendent brings another can-
didate to the board. We work hard
to try to get the best teachers for
Brackettville.

I hope this week will be a good
one! Watch the skies. Rain must
be on its way. Have a great week!

New academic wing proposals
above district’s estimated costs

® Continued from Page 1 ‘

sadIE Some things that we can do. If
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manager and director of mainte-
nance began studying the propos-
als on Tuesday.

“We're above our estimates,”
Stephenson said. “The job of the
committee is to evaluate the pro-
posals and select the best proposal.
After a proposal has been selected,
then we can negatiate to see if
there are things that we can do to
this project to bring it within the
projected expense.

“Right now, in my opinion, we
have some whittling to do to make
this project work. I’'m sure there

that our board would consider re-
jecting, making changes and re-
bidding.

“At the present time, we’re go-
ing to go in it positively, evaluate
the proposals first, and select the
best proposal,” he said. “We're
going to sit with our architect and
the contractor who had the best
proposal and see if we can do any-
thing to make this project more
palatable financially.” -

The School Board is expected
to discuss the proposals at its next
regular meeting on July 13.
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Adult Cut $9.95

MasterCuts

Great Haircuts. Great Prices.
Guaranteed.

discounts. Valid for your entire famity
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Plaza Del Sol Mall
775-1122

Use your scissors here.
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Save $2.00

Kids Cut $7.95

(12 years and under)

MasterCuts

Great Haircuts. Great Prices.
Guaranteed.

No double discounts. Valid for your entire family

Off
Any Product

NeXus SEBASTIAN REGIS

FRUCMITCEELL.

MasterCuts

Great Haircuts. Great Prices.
Guaranteed.

No double discounts.
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family haircutters
Great Haircuts. Great Prices.
Guaranteed.

By Frances McMaster
Contributing Writer

The Brackettville Rotary Club
met at noon for its regular meet-
ing last Thursday. The program
chairman for the day was unable
to be present but provided a
video entitled, “The Final Chap-
ter: Titanic: The Truth Behind
the Legend.”

Since the sinking of the Ti-
tanic, the public has never lost
its fascination with this maritime
disaster. The huge ship, thought
to be unsinkable, struck an ice-
berg and went down on April 14,
1912, with 1,500 lives lost. Less
than 800 survived.

The British at that time owned
50 percent of the merchant ships
that traveled the world. The Ti-
tanic was built in Belfast, North-
ern Ireland, and on completion,
was the largest ship in the world.

The video provided a lot of
background information, still
photographs, archive footage,
and an eye witness account by
one of the few living survivors.

Capt. John Smith, White
Star’s senior captain, was as-
signed to the Titanic. The de-
signer, Thomas Andrews, was
on board at sailing, and he and
the captain went down with the
ship.

The number of lifeboats an-
swered requirements of laws
written 20 years earlier when
ships weighed about 16,000
tons, compared to the Titanic’s
46,000 tons. That was half the

Fort Wayne, Indiana on September 27,
1857. Deeply impressed from his youth
by the stirring deeds and stories told by
veterans of the Civil War, he realized his
ambition for a military career by enter-
ing the United States Military Academy

Francis Henry French was born in’

e ® VIdiUG d DiFFeReUCe ROtal‘ianS View

By Taylor Stephenson, BISD Superintendent

lifeboats needed.

A fascinating eye witness ac-
count of this tragedy was given
by an elderly woman, Eva Hart,
who was a child traveling with
her mother and father on the
Titanic when it went down. Hart
said that the family’s reserva-
tions were transferred from an-
other ship which upset her
mother who had a premonition
that something dreadful would
happen.

Despite her misgivings, the
family sailed for America on the
Titanic as planned. At first, all
appeared well. However, as the
ship sped ahead, messages ar-
rived warning of icebergs, but
they were overlooked in the
mass of private communica-
tions.

They had sailed on April 10,
1912. Near midnight on April
14, the two men in the crows nest
spotted an iceberg straight
ahead. They rang the three bell
alarm. The crew scrambled to
action, trying to avoid the ice-
berg, but were unsuccessful.

The enormity of the damage
was not recognized at first. A
long gash had been cut into the
six water-proof compartments
forward. The water began pour-
ing in and the ship began slowly
sinking. SOS messages were
sent by wireless and flares were
fired every hour.

At the time of impact, Hart’s
mother felt a slight bump and
roused the family. They dressed

warmly and quickly went to the

at West Point, New York, where he gradu- , ‘ sk

ated 12th from the Class of 1879.. He was
assigned as 2nd Lt. of “E” Company 19th
Infantry and came West. Following ser-
vice at Fort Garland, Colorado Territory
and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the regi-

. ment moved to Fort Brown at Brownsville,

Texas, where Lt. French was detailed as
the Regimental Adjutant. In December of
1882, the 19th Infantry was posted to Fort
Clark.

At Fort Clark, on January 1, 1883,
Lt. French began diaries, which he faith-
Sully maintained for the next 30 years.

Friday, June 25, 1886

Guard being Officer of the Day
took reveille. Marked witk Maj.
Witherell for the three companies
that fired on the skirmish line this
morning. “E” Co’s score was
beaten by two of the companies.
We have one more day for this.
Mail brought a letter from home
and from King and from Military
Service Institution with a copy of
the Journal. Sat on our front porch
with' Hammond, Dr. Schwart-
zkopf and Guard listening to the
band practice and then played
piquet with Hammond. After
lunch looked over the papers in
the Library, played cards a while
with Guard and read a criticism

. on Oliver Wendell Holmes and

commenced Mark Twain’s last
book “Huckleberry Finn.” Went
up to see Capt. Vance after din-
ner. Took retreat for Guard as he
went out riding. Spent a pleasant
evening at Fowler’s, a small party
being given in honor of the first
anniversary of their wedding.
Saturday, June 26, 1886
_ Took reveille as usual but did
not go out to target practice on
account of the wind. Mail brought
a letter from Forsyth at Brown,
an O.B. enclosing some blanks
from the Q.M. General and the

. bundle of papers from home.

Played piquet with Hammond and
read the papers from home until
noon. Read the papers in the Li-
brary and played on the organ af-

. ter lunch and then read “Huckle-

berry Finn.” Read this book in the
evening until tattoo when went
down to the store and had two
games of billiards with Hammond.
Played cards with Guard until bed-
time.
Sunday, June 27, 1886

Had usual inspection this morn-
ing. Mail brought an O.B. from
Q.M. General stating that all the
trouble I had taken lately in re-
gard to the accounts for the tele-
phone service at Brown had been
useless as my original accounts
were sufficient. Wish they had

' found this out before as it would

have saved me trouble. After in-
spection went up to see Capt.

" iConurtesy of his'desendants” o cuiia

Vance a while and then wrote on
letter home until lunch. Com-
pleted letter home, wrote to King
enclosing the order for $1 that he
sent in his last and commenced a
new novel called “Democracy”
author unknown, in the afternoon.
The novel is going to make a per-
son think a good deal about U.S.
government and manner of offi-
cial life. Miss Johnston and Miss
Saunders were at dinner today.
Went out on the range immedi-
ately after dinner with Guard to
look over the ground for the skir-
mish drill tomorrow. Attended
church as usual in the evening and
then sat at Mrs. Hall’s until nearly
ten o’clock. Guard and Capt.
Vance came in after tattoo. Had
some cake and wine there in honor
of Capt. Vance’s departure to-
night. Then Guard and I sat with
Capt. Vance until after ten o’clock
when we went out to Spofford
Junction and after an hour’s wait-
ing saw him start on his sick leave
from which we earnestly hope he
will return fully recovered. Capt.
Hall came back from Langtry
where he went last night to receive
some wood. At the station Capt.
Vance promised to let me have
$500 at 10% as long as I wanted
it provided he could raise the
money in Louisville where he
goes from here. This will enable
me to pay Hewitt at once and then
T can take my time about repay-
ing Capt. Vance.

Monday, June 28, 1886

The company lost a trifle on
its previous score at skirmish prac-
tice this morning. Think they
would have done better with Capt.
Vance in command as Guard has
not: been with the company dur-
ing the practice season. Mail
brought a letter from home. Af-
ter it came carried a paper belong-
ing to Capt. Vance up to his
house. Spent the morning in read-
ing and playing cards with Guard.
After lunch went over to the Li-
brary to look over the papers.
Worked in the yard, read “De-
mocracy” and dozed until near
dinner time when took a bath. No
parade this evening on account of
the heat. Read and played cards a
while after dinner and then went
to an entertainment given by Miss
Saunders and her pupils. It passed
off all right and was creditable to
Miss Saunders and all concerned.
After it escorted Miss Saunders

nearest lifeboat where the
mother and child were allowed
to board.

Order was maintained fairly
well for a while. Women and
children were loaded on the
boats, and the dance band
moved onto the deck and con-
tinued to play the now incongru-
ous ragtime music.

Order disintegrated as the
shortage of lifeboats was recog-
nized. Third class passengers
were the farthest away from the
boats and last to load. Lifeboats
and two collapsible boats were
launched amidst confusion and
growing panic.

Hart was accidently separated
from her mother. Though terri-
fied, she clearly recalls every
scene.

The ships stern rose high in
the air, the forward funnel broke
loose and fell, injuring and kill-
ing people as it crashed to the
deck. The ship broke in two
parts. The crowded lifeboats
rowed quickly away from the
ship in order to escape the suc-
tion that would occur when it
went down.

With the band now playing
spiritual music such as “Nearer
my God to The,” the last of the
ship finally slipped into the dark
sea.

Its brilliant lights stayed on
until shortly before it sank. The
engineers had stayed deep in the
bowels of the ship to keep them
going. A horrible quiet settled
on the scene as the screams

Henry French’ %

over to Gen. Smith’s and then to
Cunningham’s where quite a party
was assembled on the porch to eat
ice cream and cake. Enjoyed this
more than the earlier part off the
evening.
Tuesday, June 29, 1886

Had target practice this morn-
ing, but did not qualify any marks-
men. Mail had nothing for me
except Hewitt’s Register which
read after breakfast. The suit of
clothes came by express from San
Antonio this morning and fit all
right except being a little tight
across the breast. Think this can
be remedied by moving the but-
tons. Looked over the papers in
the Library in the morning. After
lunch dozed and read “Democ-
racy” which gives such a bad ac-
count of the manner in which po-
litical matters are managed in
Washington as to vex me and
make me feel somewhat discour-
aged as to the future of our coun-
try. Submitted an application to
the Adjutant General today to be
allowed to draw my pay while on
leave in Chicago. Called on Mrs.
Weeks and then escorted Miss
Jacobs up to the hall. The band
played outside and seats were ar-
ranged on the porch for those who
wished to listen to the music while
the room was lighted up for danc-
ing. Danced only once. After es-
corting Miss Jacobs home walked
up and down the Tine with Mrs.”
Lyster, Mrs. Hall and Mrs.
Remington and enjoyed it too.

Wednesday, June 30, 1886

Muster and inspection took
place this morning and was a very
warm ceremony. My clothes were
wet after it was over. Carried Miss
Saunders’ autograph album up to
her and then sat for a while on
Mrs. Hall’s porch. Then went to
Commissary’s and Quarter-
master’s to pay bills and to store
to deposit pay accounts and to
settle up. Walked over to the post
office to get a money order to senq
home and a postal note to pay for
the copy of the Journal of the M_§
Institution. Returning stopped ai
ghe store a while. Mail had noth-
ing for me today. Read ang played
piquet with Hammond upgj] lunch
After lunch went up to pay Sophy
& Geor J S0phy

-orge and then played cards

a while with Guard, During this
time had a good shower that
cooled. the air and laid the dust
splendidly. Took a batp, and wrote
on letter home unti] dinner. Com-

itanic

video
from drowning victims stopped,
and the last of the ship went un-

Iis j
deAnothc:r ship (possibly the
California) appeared close at
hand afterwards but, strangely,
did not come to their rescue. A
sister ship, Carpathean, heard
their distress call and reached
them around 4:30 a.m.

The rescue was terrifying. A
hatch was opened part way up
on the Carpathean. Hart’s
mother and other adults climbed
swaying rope ladders hung over
the ship’s side to be pulled into
the hatch by the ship’s crew.

Hart, like other children small
enough to slip through rope
nets, were placed in sacks with
only their heads free. Then, they
were hauled in the nets over (o
the ship.

Hart described it as a tragedy
that never should have hap-
pened. She bitterly pointed out
that survivors had spent only two
and a half hours in a calm sea
before being rescued. The ship
had been traveling at full speed
in an ice filled sea. The supply
of lifeboats was pitifully short.

In 1985, scientist Dr. Bob
Ballard found the Titanic’s re-
mains in deep water, the two
parts separated on the ocean
floor. He took many pictures
and left a silver plaque resting
there.

Ballard called the disaster a
tribute to man’s arrogance: the
Titanic had been proclaimed un-
sinkable.

pleted letter after dinner enclos-
ing money order, and wrote to pay
for the Journal. Then called on the
Fowler’s, a party call, and walked
up [to] Gen. Smith’s with Mrs.
Smith, where called for about-an
hour and then bade Miss Saunders
goodbye as she leaves tonight for
San Antonio. She is not popular
here on account of her sarcastic
remarks. Sat with Mrs. Hall a
while then. Poor lady, she has lost
thirty pounds in flesh since she
came back from the North, mainly
on account of her husband’s scan-
dalous conduct. Completed “De-
mocracy” after returning. This
book makes one feel disconsolate
over the future of our govern-
ment, if it gives a truthful account
of the way laws are passed and
the corrupt influences brought to
bear for their enactment. Have a
better opinion of the Civil Service
Reform now and hope its good
effects will be extended until Con-
gress is improved both mentally

Thursday, July 1, 1886

Today commences the last
month before my leave. Mail had
nothing for me. Carried some
books back to the Library and
Qrew “Through One Administra-
tion” by Mrs. Burnett. Played
cards a while with Guard after-
Wwards and then attended a meet-
Ing in Gen. Smith’s office for the
purpose of arranging for the cel-
ebration of the 4th of July. After
lunch went down to the store for
Some money and then had hair cut.
Read “L’Amour” and the new
novel. Sent a report today to the
Quartermaster General about my
duty in his department last year.
After dinner went up to see Guard
about target practice tomorrow
and then up to Capt. Vance’s to
see Sophy who received a letter
this morning from him contain-
Ing no news. Later played piquet
With Hammond until tattoo and
then played cards with Guard at
my house.
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Rodriguez awarded $2,500 scholarship

SAN ANTIONIO — Alfredo
Rodriguez of Brackettville was
one of five students selected to
receive a Vikki Carr Foundation
scholarship for the upcoming aca-
demic year. :

The Texas office of the  Vikki
Carr Scholarship Foundation an-
nounced its 1998 donation of
$8,000 in scholarships to five
Texas residents of Hispanic heri-
tage. The awards range in size
from $1,000 to $2,500.

Rodriguez, a 1998 graduate of
Brackett High School, was
awarded a $2,500 scholarship.

Other scholarship recipients
selected were Perla Banda of
Harlingen, Enoc Garza of Hous-
ton, and Helen Meza and Ray
Altamirano of San Antonio.

Since 1971, Grammy-award
winner Vikki Carr has publicly
promoted the talents and accom-
plishments of Latinos beyond the
Hispanic community through the
Foundation. Her goal included a
personal effort to return the en-
couragement and support she re-
ceived from others, especially as
she pursued her musical career.

The Vikki Carr Scholarship
Foundation remains ccmmitted to

helping Hispanic youth become '
leaders in society. . ’»’

“The foundation is my way to
thank God for the gift of my voice,
a gift that helped me realize my
dreams,” Carr said. “In return, I
want to help Hispanic students
realize their dreams by assisting
their efforts to pursue higher edu-
cation.”

Scholarship winners are se-
lected once each year, and the se-
lections are based on four essen-
tial criteria: academic achieve-
ment, community involvement,
leadership, and financial need.
Students may compete for renewal
of their scholarship each year.

Over a half-million dollars has
been awarded to Hispanic students
dedicated to achieving their
dreams.

Contributions from Carr, as
well as from numerous individu-
als and corporations, have helped
support outstanding young men
and women who merit an oppor-
tunity for higher learning but for
whom the cost of such is often
prohibitive. :

For more information about the
Vikki Carr Scholarship Founda-
tion, call (210) 699-0205.

Vikki Carr, left, congratulates Alfredo Rodriguez after he was
named one of five students selected to receive a Vikki Carr Foun-
dation scholarship for the upcoming academic year.

Jimenez named to Dean’s List at Southwest Texas

SAN MARCOS, Texas — Valerie Marie
Jimenez has been named to the Dean’s List at
Southwest Texas State University for the
spring semester with a 3.8 grade point aver-

age.

In addition, Jimenez was inducted into Al-
pha Lambda Delta National Academic Honor
Society. She has again been designated as a
Mitte Scholar for the 1998-99 school year.
Mitte Scholars are awarded a $5,000 renew-

able scholarship.

ternational.

This past year, Jimenez was a recruiter for
Southwest Texas State University (SWT), en-
couraging students to pursue a higher educa-
tion and informing seniors of admission re-
quirements, deadlines, services offered, and
college experience in general.

She was also inducted into Rotaract Club
of SWT, the college level of Rotary Club In-

Jimenez was also awarded an Outstanding
Volunteer award in recognition of her time
and effort dedicated to the Nurturing Program.
The program is designed for families experi-
encing serious interaction problems.

Jimenez.

DAR sponsors genealogy workshop

The Hill Country Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) Council will sponsor a geneal-
ogy workshop at Butt Holdsworth Memorial Li-
brary in Kerrville on Saturday, July 18.

The workshop, which is from 9a.m. to 4 p.m.,
will be epen‘te the public. There will be a $3.00
fee for morning or afternoon session, or a $5.00
fee for all day, payable at the door.

Ella E. Lee Sheffield, a well known genealo-
gist and editor from Smithville, will conduct the
workshop. She will be speaking on “A Look at
Records Dating 1890 and Later” and “Do I have

lina.
Sheffield was

everything I Need to Join the DAR?”

The second half of her talk is entitled “Revo-
lutionary Time Period for Tennessee, Kentucky
and Ohio.” This will also include information on
revolutionary service in Virginia and North Caro-

the Texas Gulf Coast office man-
ager for Southern Historical Press for over 10
years, where she formatted, compiled, indexed
and supervised the typing of genealogy books.

At the conclusion of the lecture there will be a
question and answer period.

OUTDOORS

TPWD makes few changes
to dove season regulations

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department has made a few
changes to the dove season regu-
lations.

The dates for dove seasons are
Sept. 1 through Oct. 30 in the
North Zone; Sept. 1 through Oct.
18 and Dec. 26 through Jan. 6 in
the Central Zone; and Sept. 25
through Nov. 8 and Dec. 26
through Jan. 9 in the South Zone.

No changes were made in ei-
ther the daily bag limit of 15, the
season length of 60 days, or all-
day shooting hours.

The white-winged dove season
is Sept. 5, 6, 12 and 13 in the spe-
cial white-winged dove area of
South Texas.

Bag and possession limits are
10 white-winged, mourning and
white-tipped doves in the aggre-
gate, including no more than ﬁve
mourning doves and two white-
tipped doves per day. Shooting
hours will be noon to sunset.

In Kinney County, the area
north of U.S. Highway 90 is in

By Henry Lutz

A Little On
The Wildlife Side

Kinney County Game Warden

the Central Zone and follows those
season dates and bag limits. The
area south of U.S. Highway 90
in Kinney County is in the South
.Zone and follows the season dates
in that area.

Please note the new start date
of Sept. 25 this year, not Sept. 20
as it has been in past years.

The area south of U.S. High-
way 90 in Kinney County is also
included in the special white-
winged dove area of South Texas,
and the dates, bag limits, and
shooting times are stated above.

Please note that the dates, bag
limits and shooting times are dif-
ferent than those of the regular
season.

If you are hunting in a county
other than Kinney, please check

the dates and regulations for that
county. i

TPWD will fully implement the
Migratory Game Bird Harvest In-
formation Program (HIP) in Texas
this year. This is a nationwide pro-
gram administered by the USFWS
in cooperation with the states to
obtain more reliable national har-
vest estimates for all migratory
game birds. All states will be in
the program by the 1998 fall hunt-
ing season.

License vendors will certify
migratory game bird hunters at the
time of license purchase. Hunters
will be asked a few simple ques-
tions about their hunting activity
for migratory game birds such as
doves, ducks, geese and sandhill
cranes.

Boating hazards increase as lake levels decrease

DEL RIO — The National Park Service is re-
minding boaters that as the lake levels decrease at
Lake Amistad the potential to encounter a boating

hazard increases.

One hazard in particular is that people assume
the Boundary Demarcation Bouys, also known as
the International Boundary Markers, are navigational
bouys and tend to use them as a guide along the old

Rio Grande channel.

National Park Service Superintendent Bill Sontag
and Bill Jeffers, project manager for the Interna-
tional Boundary and Water Commission, strongly
advise boaters against the practice.

During a telephone interview, Jeffers said the
marker bouys are not stationary objects in the wa-

ment.

ter, they float and therefore are subject to move-

Jeffers added that the No. 3 bouy marker is miss-

ing and the IBWC has not yet found a replacement.

Sontag urges people boating near the boundary
line to navigate slowly and be aware that potential
hazards do exist. There are no navigational bouys
in that particular area of the lake, but it is still rec-

ommended that boaters follow channel bouys in other

parts of Lake Amistad.

Sontag added that Lake Amistad is at a new record
low from the former lowest level of 50 feet down,
reached on Aug. 22, 1996. The lake is now more
than 52 feet lower than normal and is still falling,
despite the heavy rainfall Del Rio received last week.

Jimenez is a 1996 graduate of Brackett High
School. She is a junior at SWT in San Marcos,
majoring in English with a minor in social
work. She is the daughter of Hector and Gloria

Lodge installs officers

-The Las Moras Masonic Lodge
will install its new officers at an
open meeting Saturday at 7 p.m.
in the Lodge Room. '

The public is invited to the in-
stallation ceremony. Refreshments
will be served. :

|-

But, I could be wrong! .

By: Chuck Hall

‘Don’t forget to buckle up!

| A dear friend of mine lost a

niece in an automobile accident.
It was a tragic loss.

Losing a loved one always
hurts. It somehow hurts more
when a young life is taken from
us. ]

My friend asked me to write
something. When she asked, I
thought she wanted an article
about the young lady. But all she
wanted was for me to remind ev-
eryone to wear their seatbelts.

It seemed such a small thing to
do and yet we all need reminding
from time to time. It’s the least I
can do. So that’s it. Just buckle

Ohe Boackel! Hews
FAX IT FAST!!!

o As soon as you get in the car,
put that seatbelt on. Make your
passengers do it t0O. Not becau’se
you might get a ticket }f you don’t,
but just because it will save your
life.

When you just run down to the
store: Buckle up! When you g0
on a long trip: Buckle up!

Do it for me. Do it for your
kids. Do it for yourself. Just do
it!

You can thank me later. And
maybe your family won’t havg to
suffer from the loss of your life.
And I couldn’t be wrong.

$2 for the first page,
- $1 for each page thereafter.

507 South Ann Street
Brackettville, Texas 78832
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Starts Thursday,
June 25th

With approved credit,
18% APR starts 12-26-98

* Hurry sale ends Friday,
July 3rd at 6 PM.

* Does not apply to prior purchases.

Ricks will be closed Saturday, July 4th.
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FURNITURE
COMPANY

FURNITURE SALE!

*NO DOWN PAYMENT
e NO PAYMENT FOR 6 MONTHS*
eNO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS*

Save on America’s Leading Name Brands
* Thomasville * Broyhill * Sealy * LA-Z- Boy * *Lexington * Lane * Benchcraft *

Save 20% to 50% Storewide

FURNITURE
COMPANY

Auto Loan Payments Weighing You Down? @
{&p Lighten Up with 2% a Of!

Just refinance an auto loan of $10,000 or more from another
lender. You'll get up to 2% APR off your current loan rate - as
low as 6.99% APR! Certain restrictions apply.

Hurry! This offer is only good for a short time.
BORDER FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

600 E. Gibbs St., Del Rio, TX
Call (800) 580-3503

g

- Total OB Care
GYN Surgery ,

DANIEL CHARTRAND, MID OB-GYN
Board Certified

*FREE DELIVERY TO BRACKE

Phone: (830) 563-2852

(830) 775-8513
Fax (830) 774-1430

1 week only!
9 AM - 9 PM

Mon - Sat 9-6
Every Thursday 9-9
PROMPT

TTVILLE
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Bruce Drilling and Services ATTENTION ALL BINGO PLAYERS...

Water Wells Water Systems
Pumps e Tanks ¢ Windmills
Installation e Maintenance e Repair
Complete sales, service, renovations and
upgrades of your residential system or stock
well. Get the most for your money. Call Gordon
today and have your system fine-tuned.
Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444 WPKL
830-563-9916

This sce could
be yours for $6
a week call

563-2852

JIANPRIY
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S[LL I00[ «
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The Del Rio Elks would like to invite everyone (o Comey
out, enjoy a pleasant afternoon, and win Big Buc_ks

playing Bingo. Bingo is played each Saturday starting

2:00 P.M. at the Lodge, Hwy. 90 E, San Felipe Spring

FILLING : :
/IBOTTLE RD. and is open to the public.

[/l HOME DELIVERIES PROPANE
“A LOCAL COMPANY” 1-800-543-2630
ROADRUNNER ENERGY

BUTANE

For more information, call 775-2133, after 4:00 P.M. Tues. - Sun.
License #1-74-0606584

Heroes & Leg
BASEBALL CARDS

SPORTS CARDS \‘%
[4
:'/‘/,\‘ |

NON-SPORT CARDS
SUPPLIES, COMICS
12-6, MON-SAT
774-2282

Value Housing Inc.

Del Rio’s Leader in

Manufactured Housing
o Hwy 90E A

Del Rio

.‘i‘a Kinney County Wool & Mohair «\{}’7
"% The Rancher’s Shopping Center %
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store
*Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive Prices

Brackettville, TX
5 . 830-563-2471
on.-Fri. g

(f semsom - Roerion
LAWN MAINTENANCE

Experienced - Professional
Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

Sunshine Garden Center
207 E. Spring Street
563-2610
Archie and Jill Woodson

[ITH A300Y

sunureq aSnoH x

Ireday Surquinig I0UIA «
Iredoy aWOH 9MIQOIA
SJU

Value Housing
Hwy 90 E. Del Rio, TX,
Toll Free 1-888-611-7711.
low monthly payments
OUR PRIORITY IS SERVICE AFTER THE SALE!

2400 Ave. F, Del Rio
La Villita Shopping Center
now located next to Copies to Go

MG FOR 2 Dud AR

Cories To Go

2400 Ave F, Ste# 8, Del Rio, TX, 78840
(830) 775-1121 Fax (830) 775-2351
*FULL COLOR copies
*High speed Black&White copying
*Engineering copies (up to 3ft x 10ft)

Open Monday thru Saturday, from 9 AM to 6 PM

HOMEWORKS

REMODELING, ROOFING & REPAIRS

BART'S
- HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND
CONSTRUCTION
§30-563-3278

ANTACT:
ROBINSON:

230-775-8377 F §30-563-2077

Bud Breen, cowboy, ranchf;
foreman, western movie actor, |}
then artist has been painting pic-
tures that capture the beauty of| &
the open country and ranch life| {8
that he loves so well.

Bud's Brackettville home is|
his studio, the kitchen table is his| & |
easel and his experiences are his | %

inspiration. By Appointment Only

Breen Gallery
107 Spring Street (830) 563-2961
Kettvill 7 830) 563-2106

Repair Inspection Sticker
Parts - Towing - Vehicle Storage

SouTtHwesT Service Co.
830-563-9256

HWY 90E / P.O. Box 1380
Brackettville, TX 78832

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply

Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876

101 East Spring Street P.O. Box 976 &
Brackettville, TX 78832 =2

Stock Medicines .
Ranch Supplies g}

Ammunition £%
2

Phone 830-563-2528 .\l

General Hardware
Pipes & Fencing
Paint

Room Additions « SheetMetal « Roofing
Decks » Fences o Carports « Floor Tile
SheetRock « Texture « Painting e Siding

(830) 563-3148

Visa, Discover,

Free Estimates Mastercard

MAMA'’S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT

T MUST ADMIT, FOR) ME TOO... 50,5HOULD WE

ABLIND DATE,T ¢ WoOW. NICE MAKE OUR WAY.

OVER TO THE
COUCH?

THE SPATS by JEFF PICKERING

THESE STocks MY 1'D BET I COULD DO

BROKER BOULGHT FOR BETTER BY JUST THROWING

ME ARE DOING AWFUL! DARTS AT THE $Tock "’\‘f,%
[

80,GREG, TELL ME Ysigh): T FORGOT
SHE'S A

I'D BET YoV CouLtD DO ABOUT YOUR CHILDHOOD.

EVEN BETTER BY JUsT
THROWING DARTS AT
YOUR STocK BROKER-

1=

i

3

I
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Super Crossword

ACROSS
1 Public
weather
vane?
5 Rigged
situation
10 Classic order
of architec-
ture
15 Many-
layered
mineral
19 Genus of
olives
20 Kind of mild
clgar
21 Convex
molding
22 Irish Isles
23 Shea tenants
24 Desert haven
25 Palindromic
title
26 Noted
politcal
cartoonlst
27 Back doors,
once
29 Hackneyed
31 Emulates
Claude
Monet
33 *On Golden

34 Tropical vine

35 David
Copperfleld’s
bride

36 Beauty
parlors

39 Ipso follower

40 Traveler's
note?

14 Mate or room
starter .

45 Enjoy the
surl 3

46 Gross,
Insensate

person

47 Sticky mess

48 Completely
engrossed

49 Third
canonical
hour

50 Lowest suit
In bridge

51 Small liqueur
glass

52 Plerre's
friend

53 Popular
potherb in
France

54 Pretended
attack In
fencing

55 Famous
Jockay

56 Schedule
notatlon for
55 Across

58 Novalist
Stephen

59 Deep, nammow
valley

60 Conried of
movies

61 Energetic

62 Diction or
faction
starter

63 Literary
caricature

66 Anagram of
spore

67 Muslcal
conclusion?

71 Benedictine
abbey site

72 Prohibition
vessel?

73 Ernest
Borgnine
portrayal

74 Energy and
vigor

75 Flgure-
skater's
milieu

76 Asks very
earnestly

77 Bizarre

78 Curtain
fabric, often

79 One, In Paris

80 Daspolls

81 Kind of
swindle

82 Provide
refreshments

83 Canopy
supports

85 Word before
oven or treat

88 Jackle

Mason's forte
87 Buzz| or
Gordon
88 Slender,
graceful girl
89 Coarse file
90 Clty In
“Kubla Khan™
93 — Park, site
of Edison’s
laboratory
94 Delay
Indefinitely
98 It's before
crop or canal
99 Role for
Valerle
Harper
101 Boy or cub
103 Designer
Casslni

104 Pay to play

105 Sers, of old

106 Mom'’s sister,

In Sevres

107 Dross of

metal

108 Affirmatives

109 Jump In

sudden fright

110 Take the
helm
111 “Lights out™
signal
DOWN
1 Ostentatious
display
2 Bread spread
3°—Be
Buddies”
(1940 song)
4 Same as 111
Across, In
England
5 Treats with
contempt
6 Large, oxlike
antelope
7 Soviet news
agency
8 Swiss canton
9 Countérieit
10 Fats of early.
rock ‘n’ roll
11 Egg-shaped
12 “—the six
hundred”
(Tennyson)
13 Labor org.
14 Garden
heaps
15 Lunatic
16 Oil-exporting
country
17 List of
players
18 Teeny-weeny
soclalists
28 Lengthy time
periods
30 Scold
severaly
32 Johnson of
comedy
34 Key or string
starter
35 Lack of
conviction
36 Fight or

quarrel

37 Cottonwood
tree

38 Stone, In
anclent
Rome

. 39 Broad

comedy

40 Dried fruit

41 “The — and
the Ecstasy”

42 Last move-
ment ol a
sonata

43 Senlor
member of a
group

45 Large, !
supporting
timbers

46 Flash on and
off

49 Threefold

50 Discontinue

51 Word before
truck or
discusslon

53 Eared seal

54 Search for
concealed
weapons

55 Plquant

57 Use the gray
matter

58 Out of sorts

59 Soclal
divislon

61 Cries like a
donkey

62 Rounded
polnt of land

63 Brush clean

64 SKirt style

65 Brought Into
pitch

68 Conserve of
grapes

69 Cut Into cubes

70 Variety of
corundum

72 Light, trifling
talk

73 Chew steadily

76 Attitudes
assumed for
offoct

77 Frontier
settlemants

78 Clty
stanchlon

80 Mouth or
speaker
starter

81 Wall 5t.
optimist

82 Price

84 Talks Idly

85 Hereditary.
ruler

86 Small table
bottle

88 Jewish home
fostiv.l

89 Lette: carrer's
cours s

90 Roen yen
discoery

91 Tiptop

92 “— moment
100 sc.on”™

93 Actre::s
Freenian

94 Corn read

95 Spicy meat
stew

96 One of the
tides

97 “Green — and
Ham" (Dr.
Seus book)

66 Maps of town 100 White House

sites
87 Pratective
oye shield

Initials

102 Bird or fish

starter
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in

all directions-forward, backward, up, down and
diagonally.

Bellows
Bending Hammer
Blacksmith Heat
Fan Metal

Press
Punching
Smithing
Swaging

Tuyere
Upsetting
Welding

Flux

FIND AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS.
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Your Horoscope by Natasha

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Although you have a tendency to get
bogged down in minor details, you’re
efficient. Bigwigs take note of your
accomplishments. Keep working on
your special project, but take time off
this weekend.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Beware of people who are too outgo-
ing and forgiving. They have a hidden
motive. On the home front, don’t
allow petty matters to cause
upheayal. '

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
While you tend to be overly extrava-
gant sometimes, you find good deals.
On the job front, paying a little more
attention to your duties can reap
rewards.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) It
isn’t a good week for seeking advice
from a confidant, who is concentrat-
ing on his or her own problems. Self-
reliance is the key to achieving solu-
tions. By week’s end, you’re satisfied
with what transpires.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) While
a new source of money could be com-
ing your way soon, don’t spend your
gift foolishly. In your heart, you know
your limitations. Sound judgment
eventually wins out.

VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) If you are in the mood for redec-
orating your home, begin planning.
Take one step at a time, however, and
avoid extravagance. A friend has a
good idea over the weekend.

LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Think before you speak. While
you feel strongly about your personal
and political beliefs, be open-minded
and understanding of those who dis-
agree. Differing viewpoints make life
more interesting.

SCORPIO (October 23 to

oy

8

November 21) You’re somewhat ner-
vous about a work-related dilemma.
All will turn out fine eventually. In
the meantime, do not make any snap
decisions.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Be alert for a tendency
you’ll have this week to procrasti-
nate. You can make some progress
midweek if you speak up. People are
likely to listen and to respect you.

CAPRICORN (Décember 22 to
January 19) Don’t put any stock into
what you’re hearing at work. Instead,
keep your concentration on the duties
that are expected of you. The week-
end brings romantic surprises.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) You’re feeling self-con-
fident and ready to tackle the world.
However, be careful. You could g0
overboard and appear overbearing to
those around you.

PISCES (February 19 to March
20) If you happen to be traveling,
don’t be surprised by some unexpect-
ed del.ays. Partners could be on edge,
but things settle down by week’s end.
Avoid extravagant shopping binges
over the weekend.

© 1998 King Features Synd., Inc.

June 25 ..Engarcia Villarreal
June 26 ..Gladys Humphrey
June 27 Rubie Kelley
June 27 Joe Rivas Jr.
June 28 Leah Fuller
June 29 Ernest Hall
June 29 Earl Johnson

June 30
June 30
June 30

Jessica Del.eon
Laura Martinez
Stacey Terrazas

Ben Fuentes
Antonio Ramos
....Ruben Talamantez

July 1 ..Richard C. Ward Jr.
Anne Butler
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A person’s relationship with God
IS determined by faith in his son

By Rev. Joe Townsend
Frontier Baptist Church

Jesus, in the sermon on the Mount in Mat-
thew 6:1-18, uses the word “Father” regard-
ing God. Nine times.

It’s great that we celebrate Father’s Day to
pay tribute to our earthly fathers. It’s even more
important that we remember our heavenly fa-
ther every day.

There is a sense where God is the father of
all mankind by creation. He cannot be and is
not the true heavenly father except to those
who have personally trusted in his son Jesus
as savior.

When one does accept Jesus as savior, he
becomes in that instant a child of God and
God becomes father.

We in this way become adopted into the
family of God. The Bible says there is no other

possible way to be redeemed and to know God
as heavenly father. The idea that “as man is
God once was and as God is man can become”
is blasphemy straight from Satan.

“Father” tells of a blessed relationship. It
makes it possible for man to tap into the wis-
dom of God. It relegates to God power un-
comprehensible.

As father, he has the power to protect, to
provide and to preserve his children. As fa-
ther, God bestows his love to each child of
God in unbelievable depth. As father, he dem-
onstrates consistently his tender care.

Recognize God as father has another side.
It calls faith from his children a confiding af-
fection. It calls for reverence in the relation-
ship. It offers trustfulness in power beyond our
abilities. It calls for obedience and undying
faith.

Once we become children of God, he be-
comes our father for all eternity. Whatever
happens in life each of us will always be the
child of our earthly father. Whatever happens
in the life of a child of God, he is and always
will be father.

This is true, according to the Bible, because
our relationship to God is determined by our
faith in his son. No amount of any kind of
works will establish the relationship. No mem-
bership in any church nor affiliation with any
sect will provide the relationship.

Faith in Jesus Christ as the eternal son of
God the father admits one into the family of
God to be God’s child through life in this world
and for all eternity.

There will be another message from the
Bible at worship at Frontier Baptist Church
Sunday at 11 a.m. Come and worship and be
blessed.

Today’s time can’t be
saved for tomorrow

“Boast not thyself of tomor-
row; for thou knowest not

By Pastor Charolette Corey
Gateway Ministries

what a day may bring forth.”
Proverbs 27:1

Every new day brings with
it 86,000 fresh seconds.
Today’s time cannot be saved
for tomorrow as today’s time
never keeps. You cannot use
yesterday’s time today as
yesterday’s time has already
been consumed. You may not
gather tomorrow’s time today
as tomorrow’s time is not ripe.

You cannot use
yesterday’s time to-

Have you seen the Chihuahua commercial where
he’s calling out “Here lee-zard, lee-zard!” as he is
using a small cardboard box to try to catch a giant
monster of a lizard?

Then, after the monster shows up with its intimi-
dating size, the Chihuahua simply says, “I theenk I
better get a beeger box.”

And in a later commercial he is seen riding joy-
fully around on the tail of the giant lizard after hav-
ing “mastered” the problem.

It puts me in mind of James 1: 2-5, “My breth-
ren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta-
tions, knowing this, that trying of your faith worketh
patience, but let patience have her perfect work, that
ye may be perfect and entire wanting nothing. If any

God will supply the answers

of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth
to all men liberally, and up braideth not, and it shall
be given him, but let him ask in faith not waivering.”

When a “lizard” or problem comes upon you
which might first appear to be overwhelming, just
“get a bigger box.” In other words, be patient, ask
God in unwavering faith for wisdom to overcome
the problem, and he will supply the answer.

Then, as you wait patiently for the problem to be
resolved, God performs a work which produces great
joy inside your soul.

So, no matter what size you are, how old or how
young you are, you too can say, “Here lee-zard, lee-
zard!” and know that you are more than a conqueror,
you are an overcomer through Christ who strength-
ens you.

Stand in faith, rest in hope, walk in love.

day as yesterday’s
time has already
been consumed.

Readings from the book of Acts

[.ive 1n the moment

By Rev. Sheree Harris
First United Methodist Church

Have you ever wished that
time would stand still?

Maybe it was a moment when
you knew God was in heaven
and all was right with the world
(at least your world).

Maybe it was a time when
something truly special, a ma-
jor event like a marriage pro-
posal or birth of a child, or
maybe a simple thing like your
child presenting you with a
hand-picked wild flower and you
just wanted to remain transfixed
by the look in his or her eyes.

Perhaps life is a little hectic
and you’d like to pause and give
yourself a breather because there
never seems to be enough of it
to get everything done or to en-
joy the little pleasures.

At one time or another, for
all these reasons, I have wished
that time would stop just for a
little while.

In infinite divine wisdom,
however, God has not obliged

me. If time did stop, it would
throw everything off course, and
no doubt we would miss some
of the blessings that, unbe-
knownst to us, lie ahead of us.
We would be denied some fu-
ture joy. So time marches on and
so do we (march, run, gallop,
leap).

In the Bible, God tells us,
“For everything there is a sea-
son, and a time for every matter
under heaven,” (Ecclesiastes
3:1).

God does not promise us that
all of those times will be pleas-
ant. However, God’s name is
Emmanuel, which means “God
with us,” and God did promise,
“Lo, I will be with you even until
the end of the age.”

My prayer is this: that in all
times, ones that we wish could
last forever and ones we can
hardly bear, we know God’s
presence and receive the bless-
ing that lies therein. Let us live
in the moment as we live eter-
nally in God.

Children’s Puppet Workshop

On Mondays and Fridays, from 1 to 3 p.m., Gateway
Ministries is sponsoring a puppet workshop for chil-
dren this summer. Anyone who is old enough to behave
and take instruction (at least six years old) is welcome.
Pastor Charolette Corey is the instructor. Adults may
stay and help if they desire, or they may bring cookies,
sodas or chips. After gaining some experience with the
use of puppets, the children will perform a puppet show
for the residents at the Senior Citizen Apartments. Gate-
way Ministries is located diagonally across from the
Post Office at 301 E. Spring Street. For more informa-
tion, call Gateway Ministries at 563-9331, 563-2121,

or 563-2601.

The past and the future
have not been given to us; it
is not ours to breathe or ex-
hale. We live within the small-
est perimeter, which we call
today. Do not compromise to-
day, it is all we have.

You are invited to worship
at St. Mary Magdalene’s
Catholic Church.

Mass will be held on Mon-
day, Thursday and Friday at 7
a.m.; Wednesday at noon;
Saturday at 6:30 p.m.; and on
Sunday at 8 a.m. in Spanish,
10:30 a.m., and at Spofford
at 12:30 p.m.

By Rev. William P. Adams Sr.
St. John Missionary Church

“And Philip ran there to him,
and heard him read the prophet,
Isaiah, and said, Understandest
thou what thou readest?

“And he said, How can I, ex-
cept some man should guide me?
And he besought Philip that he
would come up and sit with him.

“The place of the scripture
which he read was this, He was
led as a sheep to the slaughter;
and like a lamb dumb before his
shearer, so opened he not his
mouth;

“In his humiliation his judge-

ment was taken away, and who
shall declare his generation? For
his life is taken from the earth.

“And eunuch answered Philip,
and said I pray thee, of whom
speaketh the prophet this? Of him-
self, or of some other man?

“Then Philip opened his
mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus.

“And as they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water;
and the eunuch said, See, here is
water. What doth hinder me to be
baptized?

“And Philip said, if thou
believest with all thine heart, thou

mayest..And he answered and said,

I believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God.

“And he commanded the
chariot to stand still; and they both
went down into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he bap-
tized him.

“And when they were come up
out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught away Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more; and he
went on his way rejoicing.”

Acts 8:30-39

The St. John Missionary
Church’s prayer line, (830) 563-
3032, is available 24 hours daily.
Let’s pray.

Try to lift people up,
don’t tear them down

This story is based on Luke
6:41-42. One of the men in the
community committed. a serious
sin.

The town council called a meet-
ing and requested the teacher to
attend. When he refused to come
they sent a delegation telling him
the matter was most urgent.

“Since you insist,” he said, =
will come in about 30 minutes.”

When he arrived at the meet-
ing of the town council, the
teacher entered the room carry-
ing a leaking jug on his back, filled
with water.

The members of the town coun-
cil asked, “Teacher, what is this?”

“All day long,” the teacher re-
plied,” my sins run out behind me
and I am unaware of them. Yet
despite my blindness to my own
sin, today I am asked to judge the

Welcome!

Church of Christ

808 N. Ann

Sunday A.M., 9:30 Classes - 10:30 Worship

Sunday P.M. 1:30

Wednesday P.M. 6:30 Classes

Minister: Ray Melton

Need a helping hand?

Do you or anyone you know:

. Need a ride to church or a medical facility?
. Need a ride to the grocery store or Post Office?
. Need help in writing letters, etc.?

. Need someone to visit with?

1
2
3
4. Need bereavement ministry?
5
6. Want to be on a prayer list?

Just call Diann Schooler at 563-2908
or Sue Talamantez-Freeman at 563-3367.

payment.
Leona Ranch,

— P e | o

error of another.”
When they heard the words of

St. Mary Magdalene Helping Hands Committee

the teacher they forgave the man.
who had sinned and said no more.

How easy it is to judge the sins
of other people and yet forget as
Jesus taught us to not notice the
log in our own €yes. -

Would it not be wonderful for
our Christian community here in
Brackettville, Texas, the U.S.,
and in the world to focus our ef- §
forts rather than on tearing people
down but lifting people up with
love and encouragement?

Perhaps we €njoy tearing
people down so as to feel more
exalted in our own eyes. We must
remember that Jesus died for all
sinners, each and everyone of us.

Let us all resolve to share the
good news of God’s love with
each other so that all may be up-
lifted and full of joy. Amen.

e (e
American Heart
Association..

Fighting Heart Disease
and Stroke

TAKE SOMEONE
To COURT

motion
to suppert

physical activity

©1997, American Heart Association
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. WHY LEASE?

Own your own part of the Texas Hill Country for as little
as $695.00 down and $125.25 per month at 9.75 %
financing. Based on 20 acre tract with minimum down

located 15 miles north of Brackettville,
Texas, has an abundance of whitetail deer, javelina, tur-
key, quail, dove, rabbits and squirrels.
species include feral hogs, wild Spanish goats, racoons,
ringtails, fox, bobcats and a few mountain lions.

The terrain of the Leona Ranch is varied, consisting of
plateaus covered with scrub-brush and grass meadows,
intermixed with deep heavily wooded draws, many of
which contain dry creekbeds.
various places providing water for wildlife.

Other non-game

Windmills are located in
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CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday, June 25, 1998

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COTTONELLE - 3 DISTRIBUTORS
needed in your area. Brand new prod-
uct ready to be launched! $60-90K/
year potential. Minimum investment
$6000. Investment guaranteed. Call
for free video and audio package.
Universal Vending, 1-800-600-
2899.

LOCAL CANDY ROUTE. 30 vending
machines. Earn approximately $800/

day. All for $9,995. Call 1-800- .

998-VEND. Multi-Vend, Inc.

MANAGER'S NEEDED IN your area
to market our environmental prod-
ucts. Large income potential. No in-
vestment. Don't miss out, call John
at Alpine Industries. 1-800-713-
6989.

OWN YOUR OWN apparel, shoe,
western wear, lingerie, bridal, gift or
$1.00 store. Includes inventory, fix-
tures, buying trip, training. Minimum
investment $18,900. Call Paul at Lib-
erty 1-501-327-8031.

DRIVERS WANTED

CARRIER PAID TRAINING. Conwell
Corp. is providing free CDL training.
Must have high school diploma or
equivalent. Must be able to pass drug
screen. Call 1-800-569-9232.

DRIVER - $10,000 BONUS! Raise
every six months plus bonuses and
benefits. Assigned conventionals
hauling dry van freight. Flexible home
time. Owner/operators welcome, too.
Vernon Sawyer, 1-888-829-9565

DRIVER: AMERITRUCK WEST Coast
Regional *Opportunities* Immediate
openings! Do you want: *A great
pay and benefits package? *To en-
joy regular hometime without sacri-
ficing your paycheck? *To be a part
of the #1 refrigerated carrier in the
U.S.? Call today! AMERITRUCK 1-
'800-666-1999.

DRIVER - 0/0, IT Doesn't get any
better than this. OTR - Got it. Top
pay - Got it. Great home time - Got
it. Call before it's too late. Arnold
Transportation, 1-800-454-2887.

DRIVER - START UP To 34c/mile.
85% drop-n-hook. Conventional
Freightliners. Weekly pay. Regional
runs available. Contractors, ask about
88c/mile! Heartland Express, 1-800-
441-4953.

DRIVER-HEAVY HAUL. Heavy haul
Superstars. .37c/mile. Great benefits.
Consistent miles. 3 years OTR + 1
year flatbed/H.H. Need RGN experi-
ence. Combined Transport, 1-800-
637-4407.

DRIVERS: NATIONALLY KNOWN
Carriers are offering free truck driver
training with no contracts & no gim-
micks. For more details call 1-830-
775-8545.

DRIVERS OTR/48 State - *New com-
petitive pay package/ weekly* Paid
insurance and vacation, performance
bonus, 95% no-touch, graduate stu-
dents welcome, Continental Expre$$.
1-800-727-4374/ 1-800-695-
4473.

. RAPID FREIGHT OF Texas is seek-
ing OTR drivers. Minimum 1 year ex-
perience. Class A CDL with HazMat
required. Call recruiting 1-800-299-
7274, ext. 21 or ext.41.

DRIVERS WANTED

INEXPERIENCED! FREE CDL Train-
ing *Pre-hired by company * Guar-
anteed job if qualified * Based out of
your area * $500-$700 weekly *
Benefits package * 1-800-455-
4682, then dial 200.

EDUCATIONAL

BECOME A HOST Family. Scandi-
navian, European, Russian, South
American, Asian high school ex-
change students arriving in August.
American Intercultural Student Ex-
change.1-800-SIBLING.
www.sibling.org.

EMPLOYMENT

AIR FORCE TRAINING, experience
and education can help you reach
your goals. Find out more. For a free
information package, call 1-800-
423-USAF.

HOME MAILERS NEEDED. Earn
$549 weekly mailing letters. Easy!
Limited open positions. Call 1-800-
426-3203 Ext. 1300, 24Hrs.

TRI-STATE SEMI Driver Training,
Inc. *Job placement assistance be-
fore training. *Tuition loans available,
no credit check. * 17 day training*
3001 N [-45, Palmer, Tx. *Call 1-
888-854-7364.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

A DEBT-FREE LIFE! Confidential
help. Cut monthly payments. Reduce
interest. Stop collection calls. Avoid
bankruptcy. Nation's largest non-
profit: Genus Credit Management. 24
hours, 1-800-317-9971.

ARE YOU DROWNING IN Debt? Debt
relief: free, immediate, confidential.
Consolidate payments, lower interest.
1-888-BILL-FREE or 1-888-245-
5373. American Credit Counselors,
Non-profit.

**CREDIT CARD PROBLEMS?**

Debt consolidation. Avoid bank-
ruptcy. Stop creditor calls. Cut inter-
est. No credit check. One low pay-
ment. National Consolidators. 1-800-
270-9894.

GET CASH NOW! Home equity loans
made! Good/bad credit, OK. We pur-
chase mortgages, annuities, lotteries,
Government farm payments, oil/gas
royalties. 24 hours. Leader Financial.
1-888-661-1498.

IIGET OUT OF Debt Free!! Credit
Counseling Centers of America (Mem-
ber NFCC) Free debt consolidation,
lower payments, interest. Stop col-
lector calls. Non-profit, 1-877-936-
2222. Toll free.

$SWE BUY $$ *Seller financed notes
*Insurance settlements *Land note
portfolios. Colonial Financial. 1-800-
969-1200, ext. 42.

FOR SALE

DEALER CANCELLATIONS. STEEL
Buildings sold factory direct! Farm
structures: 25x42, 40x48, 45x70,
and 55x120. Commercial: 60x100,
60x225. Will sell for balance owed!
1-800-211-9594, ext 682.

DRY CLEANING LAUNDRY Plant.
Complete-modern. Located in grow-
ing area. Owner finance. 1-903-778-
4146.

FOR SALE

80°S RED CAMARO - $1,000 as is.
563-2121.

KIDS BEDROOM SET - Bunk beds

w/ full size bottom, matching dresser
$300. King size bedroom set $150.
Child’s wood playset w/fort and slide
$150. Washer/dryer $150. 563-
9550.

KING SIZE BED, set of sheets and
bedspread, $50. 563-2933.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 5663-9435. Evenings/Week-
ends, Complimentary facials, prod-
ucts, etc.

POOL CITY'S KAYAK Pools, demo
homesites wanted to display new
maintenance free pool. Save
thou$and$ w/this unique opportu-
nity! 100% financing “call 1-800-
338-9919.

PRESSURE CLEANERS FACTORY
direct, 2800 PSI $499, 3000 PSI
$649, 4000 PSI $949. Call 24
hours. Free catalog! 1-800-786-
9274.

QUEEN MATTRESS, BOX springs
and frame Serta Posture, $100. 563-
2423.

WOLFF TANNING BEDS. Tan at
home. Buy direct and save! Commer-
cial/Home units from $199.00 Low
monthly payments. Free color cata-
log. Call today, 1-800-842-1310.

DO YOU HAVE unwanted items col-
lecting dust? Do you want to get rid
of something? For fast results, try
The Brackett News’ classifieds sec-
tion. Call 563-2852 today!

FREE ITEMS

FREE PUPPIES. 7 weeks old. 563-
3049 after 5 PM.

HEALTH

DIABETES? ARE YOU paying for
supplies? Why? For information on
how you can receive supplies at little
or no cost, call 1-800-678-5733.

DIABETIC ALERT! ALL Diabetics with
Medicare and most private insurance,
your testing supplies are now cov-
ered. Satisfaction guaranteed. Call
Total Medical Supply, 1-800-403-
6547.

GREAT NEWS! DIABETICS... Medi-
care pays for testing supplies. You've
seen us on TV, Liberty Medical Sup-
ply. No up front cost. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Free shipping. 1-800-
829-7557.

MEDICARE RECIPIENTS: ARE you
using a nebulizer machine? Stop pay-
ing full price for Albuterol, Atrovent
etc. Solutions. Medicare will pay for
them. We bill Medicare for you and
ship directly to your door. MED-A-
SAVE, 1-800-538-9849.

MOBILE HOMES

1ST TIME HOMEBUYER financing
now available for a limited time.
Qualify by phone - 1-800-760-
7R

2ND CHANCE FINANCING: Regard-
less of past credit history. New and
used. Repo’s also in stock. 1-800-
760-7711.

REAL ESTATE
O’Rourke Realty
Elsa & Paul O’Rourke

* 830-563-2713 *
F C S Memberships
& Rentals Available

In Brackettville - 2 bed, 1
bath unfurnished mobile
home. Fenced yard, large
porch. Includes appliances.

Price reduced oh 3 bed,
small den townhouse. Un-
furnished. Appliances and
membership included.

Close to 9 hole golf course,
3 bed - 2 baths, with large
family room. All central air/
heat. A/C spacious shop in
back. Garage, 2-car car-
port, bearing lemon trees,
other fruit trees. $80,000.

T 3G
LAND CO P.O. Box 1035

Brackettville, TX 78832
830-563-2446 Molly Ardrey - Broker

Lovely 3 bdrm, 2 bath Fugua home with large custom built addition,
fireplace, workshop. Double covered carport. $51,900.

Palm Harbor home, 1,736 sq. ft. Spacious living room + den or library.
Double enclosed garage, white pickett fence, beautifully landscaped.

10-20 ac. close to Brackett. Availability of elect., tel. & water.

R.V. lot in Unit 36, Ft. Clark. Cov-
ered parking for motor home orR.V.
Large cement pad and nice |ands.cap-
ing, $16,000 with membership.

DEBBIE TRANT
LOCKHART REAL ESTATE

=

Move right in 3 bed, 2 bath stone home, large addition. Custom features; |-
wood stove, garages, maintenance free yard!

Reduced Price: extra nice 14 x 70 mobile home, new carpet, rock skirt-
ling, carport, fenced yard, workshop & storage.

Travel trailer, RV lot, membership, just $3,500.

Stop in & see the good selection of dolls plus unique gift items at LET’S
PLAY, for the Young & Young at Heart!

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

MOBILE HOMES

2ND CHANCE FINANCING! Buy a
repo single or doublewide, just like
new mobile homes. Reestablish your
credit. For details call 1-800-760-
7711.

5 BEDROOM, 2 bath, A/C, all kitchen
appliances, with 5 acres. Choice land.
Well, pump, electricity. Call 1-888-
611-7711. :

BANK MUST SELL. Repo’s, like
new, low down payments, low
monthly payments, easy qualifying.
Call 1-800-760-7711.

CITY LOTS PERFECT for mobile
homes. All utilities available, owner
financed. For information regarding
land and new mobile home, call 1-
888-611-7711.

SELLING FOR BANK: Bank repo
abandoned by owner. 3 bedroom, 2
bath, A/C. Any reasonable offer con-
sidered. Call 1-888-611-7711.

Texas’ largest Redman
dealer Value Housing, we
WILL save you money.

3 Br 2 bath (16X80)
$199.00 per mo.* free
washer/dryer.

4 Br 2 bath (16X80)
$209.00 per mo.* free
washer/dryer.

32X52 doublewide $299.00
per mo.* free skirting.

* 7.75% apr, 5% down,
360 mo. subject to change
(WAC).

Get approved by phone.
1-800-756-7711.

MOBILE HOMES

THE HUD HOME is here. Call 1-888-
611-7711.

MORTGAGES

NEED A MORTGAGE LOAN? Good
credit or bad credit. 24 hour approv-
als. ACG Financial Services. Toll free
1-888-991-4224, Ext. 2.

NO DOWN PAYMENT? Problem
Credit? Own the home you need now,
without a big down payment. Com-
plete financing if qualified. DeGeorge
Home Alliance, 1-800-343-2884.

PERSONALS

I AM NO longer responsible for the
future debts of Catherine R. Molaison
as of May 11, 1998. Raymond E.
Molaison Jr.

PETS/LIVESTOCK

FOR A FEW Pennies more, get latest
technology in liquid wormers. HAPPY
JACK LIQUI-VICT delivers actives
better than older formulas. Feed &
Hardware Stores.
www.happyjackinc.com.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ORDINANCE #1998-04-14: An or-
dinance of the City of Brackettville,
prohibiting the sale, offering for sale,
exposing for sale, use, or discharge
of fireworks within the corporate lim-
its of said city; and providing a fine
of no more than two hundred dollars
($200.00) for any violation thereof.
The entirety of this ordinance can be
seen at City Hall.

REAL ESTATE

TENNESSEE LAKE BARGAIN!
$17,900. $1800 Down. Boat dock!
Beautifully wooded lot on spectacu-
lar 30,000 acre lake. Paved road,
utilities, surveyed, soils tested. Lo-
cal bank has appraised - will finance
8% fixed,15 years. Only $150/
month! Priced to sell immediately!
Offered first come, first served! Call
now, 1-800-861-5253, Ext. 8359.

REQUEST FORBIDS

CONTRACTOR’S NOTICE OF Texas
Highway Maintenance Work. Sealed
proposals for Seal Coat in Duval &
LaSalle, etc. Cos., covered by Project
Nos. 603089001, -etc. &
603090001, etc., and Hot Mix
Overlay in Duval & Val Verde, etc.
Cos., covered by Project Nos.
603093001 & 603094001, etc.
will be received at the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, 200 East
Riverside, Austin, Texas, 78704,
until 1:00 PM, on July 8, 1998, and
then publicly opened and read. A list
reflecting the highways and limits
along with applicable specifications
relative to the Contract is available
for inspection at the office of Rose
E. Trevino, District Maintenance En-
gineer, 1817 Bob Bullock Loop;
Laredo, Texas 78043, and at the
Texas Department of Transportation;
Austin, Texas. Bidding proposals are
to be requested from the Construc-
tion Division, Riverside Annex, 200
East Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas,
78704, (512) 416-2496. The esti-
mated costs for these Projects,
$776,170, $711,687, $849,509
& $1,550,674 respectively. Only a
Cashier’'s Check, Money Order or
Teller's Check on a State or National
Bank, on a State or National Savings
and Loan Association or a State or
Federally Chartered Credit Union for
$30,000, $30,000, $30,000 &
$50,000 respectively are considered
acceptable. The Proposal Guaranty
must be in the amount stated and
may be payable at or through the in-
stitution issuing the instruments or
may be drawn on a non-bank and
payable at or through a bank. The
Department will not accept personal
checks, certified checks, other types
of money orders and bid bonds.
Usual rights reserved.

SERVICES

TAN IN BRACKETT. 24 bulb tanning_
bed now available in Brackett, call for.
information, 563-9112. -

YES! INTERNET ACCESS is here! Calt:
Eileen Garcia, 563-9582, to get:
hooked up. :

HEALTH

Preventable traffic deaths continue

No one deserves to be hurt.
Call 1-888-774-2744
Amistad Family Center
We can help you.

as many Texans still don’t buckle up

Though most Texans know that seat belts
save lives and despite a state law requiring
their use, most Texans killed in car crashes
were not buckled up.

Only about 40 percent of the 3,215 drivers
and vehicle occupants killed on Texas roads
in 1996 were buckled, according to the Texas
Department of Safety. During the first 10
months of 1997, a total of 2,408 persons were
killed and of those, about 44 percent were
buckled up. Included among the deaths over
this combined 22-month period are 127 deaths
of children under age 5, and only about 39
percent of these children were restrained.

During Buckle Up Texas and Buckle Up
America Week in May, Gov. George Bush
issued a proclamation in Texas promoting the
use of seat belts and child restraints as the
way to save many lives and prevent injuries.

“I urge all Texans to buckle up and make
sure their children are properly restrained in
their cars,” Bush said in the proclamation.
“Together we can reduce injuries and save
precious lives.”

For seat belts and child restraints to be ef-
fective, they have to not only be used, but
used properly. The latest observational stud-
ies conducted in Texas show that one out of
four Texans still do not buckle up, and re-
straint use is even less for children.

The 1997 Texas Transportation restraint-
use study of 14 Texas cities showed that 74.9
percent of drivers and front-seat occupants
were buckled up, and only 63 percent of chil-
dren under age 5 were restrained.

Incorrect usage of child restraints is very
high. As many as nine out of 10 child safety
seats are not installed correctly and/or not
being used correctly.

Seat belts are about 45 percent effective in
preventing crash fatalities. Child restraints
reduce the risk of death by 71 percent for in-
fants and 54 percent for toddlers. Seat belts
help prevent crash fatalities by:

B preventing ejection from the vehicle.

B contacting the body at the strongest parts
of its structure (hip and shoulder bones).

W spreading crash forces over a wide area
of the body.

M allowing the body to more slowly ride
down the crash.

Studies also show a strong connection be-
tween parent and child restraint use. The Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) released results from a multi-state
study this year that showed restraint use for
young children was over 80 percent when
parents were buckled up tog. But when par-
ents were not buckled up, the corresponding
restraint use for their children ranged from

11 to 56 percent.

New national goals have been established
that call for 85 percent nationwide restraint
use by the year 2000 and 90 percent restraint
use by 2005. Initiatives are under way to help
emphasize the message that seat belts save lives
and increase seat belt use in Texas, includ-
ing.

The Texas Department of Health (TDH)
Safe Riders Program offers new educational
materials that promote the correct use of seat
belts. These full-color, bilingual posters are
easy-to-understand photo guides portraying
common misuses of seat belts and their corre-
sponding corrected uses.

Earlier this year, brochures and posters
were developed along similar lines regarding
correct use of child safety seats. Media cam-
paigns are being conducted by a variety of
groups that target specific areas of restraint
use and traffic safety.

The Texas seat belt law is a primary law,
meaning an officer can stop the vehicle and
issue a citation to a violator solely because of
non-restraint use. In many states, seat belt laws
are secondary laws, and citations can only be
issued if another infraction has occurred.

For Texas violators under age 15, the driver
is cited, otherwise, the violator receives the
citation.
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Plan coping skills
and fight the urge
to light a cigarette

Diane Harvey, Ph. D.

Question: T've recently quit
smoking. but still get strong urges
to light up. How can I fight these
urges? R :

Answer: Congratulations on tak-
ing the first step to a healthier
life. Obviously. you realize that to
remain a nonsmoker. you've now
got to learn to combat those
smoking urges. Urges often take
place at predictable times—
when voure relaxing at home,
celebrating in a restaurant or tak-
ing a break at work—so first fig-
ure out what makes you want to
light up a cigarette. Then, prepare
specific coping skills so the next
time youre in a high-risk situa-
tion, you'll know in advance how
to deal with them without giving
in. Here are some skills that may
help you cope: :
* Do busy work with vour
hands. Doodle. fiddle with a
pencil or paper clips, do
needlepoint, or play solitaire.,
Put something other than a
cigarette in your mouth. Chew
sugarless gum. or a carrot or
celery stick. Inhale on a straw;,
Find activities that are difficult
to do when smoking, Ride a
bike. garden, wash the car or
meditate.
Have an exercise program.
Wialk. jog or do acrobics when
the urge hits.

If you bave a question, please write to: Scott & White.
Public Affairs Dept., 2401 8.

Change vyour habits. If you
always had a cigarette with
your cup of coffee. switch to
tea for a while or drink vour
coffee in a different place.
Instead of smoking at the
table. get up as soon as the
meal is over. brush your teeth
 and walk the dog.
Avoid smoking places. Sit in
the nonsmoking section of
restaurants or go to places
such as the library, movies or
museum where smoking is
forbidden.
Cut down on drinking alco-
hol. A few drinks can weaken
your commitment to be a
nonsmoker.
Keep vour mouth fresh and
clean. Brush your teeth a few
times during the day and use
mouthwash or oral spray.
Remember. if you're going to be
in a situation that will trigger
your urge to smoke. take the
time now to decide how vou'll
cope with it.

Dr. Diane Harvey is director
of the Scott & White Options
Jor Health Department at
Scott & White Memovial
Hospital and Clinic in
Temple, Texas.

31st St., Temple, TX 76508
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