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Voices of Fort Clark

The Voices of Fort Clark presen-
ted “Christmas In The Good Old
Days” a program of Christmas
music , December 16, 1991 at
7:30 p.m. Judy Burks directed the
production and Cathy Conrey was
accompanist, Harlen Hunter
narrated and Lynn McNew was
solist.

The Voices of Fort Clark are:
Margaret E. Holt, Maryn A. Caton,
Virginia Nelson, Patsy Callnan
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Cubie Kurtz, Charlene Titus, Doris
Foster, Irene Keddy, Betty Tidwell,
Lucy Blahnik, Kandace La Mascus,
Martha Schmidt, Howard
Wakefield, George Forman, Marcus
Tidwell, Ken Callnan, Mac McCan-
dless, Harlan Hunter, Sean Burks,
Lynn McNew, Tami McNew, Doris
Eckenroth, Patsy Haller, Betty In-
man.

Santa Claus paid a visit and
refreshments were served after the
program.
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Katy Wins Poster Contest

Katy Hagler, flanked by her parents, Rick and Bo Hagler, proudly
displays the Peace Poster Certificate awarded by (left to right) Lions
Wilma Lewis, Clif Lewis, Lynn McNew, Tom Faulkenberry, Walt

Bauguess and Ron Frisby.

Committed to keeping peace in
our world, Lions Club International
is challenging young people around
the globe to express their feelings
about world peace by making a
Peace Begins With Us poster.

Lions Clubs contacted schools in-
viting students to participate and
locally, the Brackettville Lions
worked with Jones Elementary
School Principal Steve Mills.

Sixth grader Katy Hagler won first

place and her poster has been
passed on to Lions District Governor
Kevin Dinnin for district com-
petition.

Katy, the daughter of Rick and Bo
Hagler, was presented a framed cer-
tificate and a $50 Savings Bond from
the Brackettville Lions, and Mr.
Mills was presented a certificate of
appreciation for his cooperation.

Walt Bauguess served as the local
peace poster chairman.

Masons Clean Highway

Sl SO

Saturday, December 14, Masons, and a couple of Masonic wives
cleaned the 2-mile stretch of Highway 80 assigned to Las Moras'
Lodge #444. Shown are Mrs. Howard Wakefield, Mrs. Lenny
Mahefky, Howard Wakefield, Warren Outlaw, George Post, Tom
Faulkenberry, Bruce Clements, Emet Huntsman, Harold Miller, Lenny
Mabhefky, Jack Taunt, and Ray Kurtz.
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(“All Brackett’Christmas Band Concert

Four School Bands Perf.

Adding to the festival Christmas
Season, the bands of Brackett ISD
presented an All Brackett Christmas
in music under the direction of band
director Lynnette Crane Monday
evening, December 16.

As the standing room only crowd
filled the High School Auditorium,
the Stage Band set the tone with a
medley of Christmas songs. This
delightful band was composed of
Michael Pena - trumpet, Lisa Dalton
- clarinet, Lynnette Crane - trom-
bone, Michael Benacci - baritone,
Chris Hale - percussion, and Myrna
Gonzalez - saxophone.

The fifth grade Recorder Class
then showed their musical appeten-
ce as they played several numbers
including solos by Patricia Lopez,
Amanda Petrosky, and Sonya
Correa. Other members of the class

were Jose Aguirre, Ariana DeLeon,
David Foster, Juan C. Hernandez,

David Honstein, Juan J. Martinez,
Graciela Morin, Jacqueline Mosley,
Matthew Smallwood, Brent Smith,
Stephanie Terrazas, Imelda Vela,
Moses Villarreal, Tony Haynie,
Melessa Bingam, Hilda Aguirre,
Marie Garcia, Phillip Juarez, Jose

Perez, Jacob Puda, Tiffany
Reschman, Manuel Reyes, Luis
Rivas, Joe Samaniego, Aaron

Taylor, Graciela Terrazas, Cheryl
Holland, and Juan Garza.

The 6th grade Cub Band was next
on the program and showed their
maturity and enthusiasm musically
with selections older students would
be challenged to play.

This band had so many students
desiring to play solos that the direc-
tor decided time would not permit
such so they went the ensemble
route.

Playing the flute were Cynthia
Cardenas, Lucinda Reyes, Cherisse
Ward, Elizabeth Aguirre, Leilani
Williams, and Nicole Ridlehuber.
Clarinetists were Robert Aguirre,
Heather Corey, Crystal Juarez,
Mary Alice Martinez, Lionel
Ramos, Quintion Clark, and Cecilia
Terrazas. Alfredo Rodriguez, Jr.
played the bass clarinet.
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Tiger Stage Band; Chris Hale, percussion; Myrna Gonzalez, saxophone; Ms. Crane, trombone;
Michael Benacci, baritone; Lisa Dalton, clarinet; Michael Pena, trumpet. See related pictures on

page 8.

Windy Goodloe and J. Wayne
Ballew played tenor saxophone, and
Simon Smith played the french
horn. On the alto saxophone were
Samantha Perez, Charlotte Rose,
Katy Hagler, Monique Pierce and
Tony Martinez.

Trumpet players were Rene
Luna, JoLee Jones, Caleb Crumley,
Jorge Rodriguez, and Michael
Meyer. Baritone duties were done
by Susana Hernandez and Alicia
Rivas with Lupe Lumbreras playing
the tuba.

Playing the trombone were Ryan
Guidry, Nat Terrzas, Hubert
Williams, Luis Gujardo, Jose Juan
Garcia, and Christopher Garza.

Jon Banta, Marcus Garley,
Lauren Fletcher, Patrick Munoz and
Cendy Rodriguez made up the per-
cussion section. ;

Last on the program was the Big
Sound of the Tiger Band. Students
in this band range in grade from

seven to twelve and they are truly an
award winning level of band. They
should do as well in concert and
sight reading as they have in mar-
ching.

Three soloists were featured: Alto
saxophonist Myrna Gonzalez doing
Joy To The World, Michael Pena and
his trumpet did Silent Night, and

Michael Benacci performed Deck -

The Halls on baritone. Other num-
bers played were Two Christmas
Carols, Sleigh Ride, Modal Song and
Dance, and Air and Dance.

Flutists are Jenny Miears, and
Brandy Meeks. Clarinetists are
Valerie Jimenez, David Melancon,
Debbie Buantello, Lisa Dalton, and
Naiya Garcia, with Sonya Cruz and
Zandra Negrete on bass clarinets.
The french horn was played by
Jason Antillion.

In addition

to Myrna, Terri

Esparza, and Donda Avila played"

alto saxophone. Along with Michael
Pena, Tim Hale, Melissa Terrazas
and Matthew Foster played trum-
pet.

Michael Benacci was joined by
Edwina Banta on baritone, Fransica
Garza and Butch Lopez handled the
trombones. The percussion section
was made up of Chris Hale, Beau
Smallwood, Joey Avila, Roger Pina,
Brian Hooker, Mary Burato, and
Baldermar Martinez.

Each of these students are to be
commended for their performance
and Ms. Crane is certainly to be ap-
plauded as she uses her delightful
sense of humor, talent and
dedication in a job she takes great
pleasure in. Pride in the accom-
plishments of her students inspires
them to do only greater things.

All too soon the evening ended -
most of us are still hearing the
melodies in our minds this morning.
Thanks for the All Brackett Christ-
mas.

First State Bank Hosts Christmas Open House

On Friday night, December 13, the First State Bank of Brackettville hosted a Christmas Open

President Don Ralston.

Joy Ralston assisted with hostess duties along with her husband, Bank
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House for customers and friends. Several hundred guests enjoyed the buffet and the fellowship.

T

. Stafmt Holt served punch from one of

decorated tables.

Bank staff members Sue Ann Rose and ‘‘Paco’’ Perez serve customers
in a “little different’’ way than they do during the day.

A vl

the beautifully

k




Page 2

December 19, 1991

@he Brachetl Fews,

Sheriff’s Corner

By Sheriff Normarr H. Hooten

Experienced  peace  officers
nationwide know that one of the
most dangerous situations a peace
officer may respond to is a
“domestic disturbance.” A sad but
true example of that danger is
demonstrated in the report below of
how such a response led to a tragic
disaster.

At approximately 7:30 p.m. on
Monday, December 9, 1991, a
Moniteau County, Missouri, deputy
sheriff, a 25 year old male, respon-
ded to a family disturbance call in-
volving a 42 year old male, his wife,
and step-daughter. Upon his arrival,

. he was shot by the male using a
small caliber handgun. The deputy
died from his wounds at ap-
proximately 6:15 a.m. on December
10, 1991.

Following the shooting of the
deputy the suspect fled the scene.
At approximately 1:30 a.m. on the
morning of Tuesday, December 10,
1991, the suspect shot another
Moniteau County deputy sheriff
three (3) times as he was talking on
the telephone at his residence. The

shots were fired through a window
at the unsuspecting deputy. He was
hospitalized in serious condition.

The suspect then proceeded on in
his quest for murder by shooting and
killing the Cooper County Sheriff,
male, 54, and a Miller County
deputy, female, 42, while they were
standing outside the Moniteau
County Jail at 2:00 a.m.

At approximately 2:30 a.m. the
killer went to the residence of the
Moniteau County Sheriff and fired
through a window killing the
sheriff’s wife who was hosting a
lady’s prayer meeting.

At approximately 7:00 a.m., the
morning of December 10, 1991, the
killer went to the residence of an
elderly woman and took her
hostage, holding her all day. She
finally convinced him to let her go
by telling him that a friend would be
stopping by to take her to a party.
After her release by the suspect, she
went to police, telling them of the
suspect’s location. A  hostage
negotiation team finally convinced
the man to surrender. He was then

arrested and charged with one count
of first degree aggravated assault on
a peace officer, and four counts of
first degree murder.

Professional peace officers are
aware of the danger they face every
day in the course of doing their duty
of serving and protecting the people
of their communities. One has to
block out those concerns however,
or he/she could not properly perform
his/her duty. The FBI recently
released a summary update of law
enforcement officers killed through
November 1991 (the above
described deaths not included) that
is an example of the very real
dangers faced by peace officers just
doing their jobs.

According to preliminary info
received by the FBS, 62 city, coun-
ty, state, and federal law enfor-
cement officers were killed due to
criminal action during the period of
January through November 1991.

So far this year, 26 officers have
been slain in the southern states, 17
in the midwestern states, 7 in the
western states, 5 in Puerto Rico, and

Sez!

Most people say that as you get old, you have to give up things. I
think you get old because you give up things.

1 in the Virgin Islands.

Fourteen were killed upon
responding to disturbance calls
(approximately 22%), fourteen were
slain while attempting arrests (five
in drug related situations, three
while attempting to apprehend rob-
bery suspects, two while attem-
pting to apprehend burglary suspec-
tsm and four attempting other
arrests;. Twelve were killed during
traffic stops, five while handling or
transporting prisoners, nine while
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The Brackett News welcomes letters to the Editor. The Editor
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Letters will be edited to avoid the use of profanity or libelous statemen-
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investigating suspicious persons or
circumstances, and eight were am-
bushed. Y

Handguns were used in 43
killings, rifles in 14, shotguns in 3,
a bomb in 1, and a flashlight in 1.
Fifty-seven of the sixty-two killings
have been cleared by law enfor-
cement authorities.

Parade
Caroling
' Live Nativity
December 21

Center, west on Spring Street to Ann @

diStreet, north to Veltmann Street, east
to Fort Street, and then to Smiley’s
Place.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be in the
parade.
3:45 p.m. Picture taking at Smiley’s

6:00 p.m. Caroling

4

17:00 p.m.Caroling ends with singing
Uat the Court House Square

[}8:00 p.m. Live Nativity Scene at
4 Smiley’s Place

Blood Drive

Val Verde Hospital

By DAVA CLOUDT
Public Relations Director

Val Verde Medical Hospital and
the South Texas Regional Blood
Bank will co-sponsor the third and
final blood drive of the year at Val
Verde Memorial Hospital on Wed-
nesday, December 18th, from 10:00
AM. until 6:00 P.M. in the Lab
Conference Room of the hospital.

All donors will receive a free
cholesterol screening.

For information, contact Dava
Cloudt, Public Relations Director,
Val Verde Memorial Hospital, at
512-775-8566, Ext. 250.
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By Joe Townsend

Between Us

It seems that it was so short a
time ago when we were
celebrating Christmas and here it
is again. We hear the usual
debunking by dissidents.

Sure, Christmas is commer-
cialized. So what's wrong with
that? What's wrong with people
buying presents to give to others?

More love and appreciation is
shown at Christmas than all the
rest of the year put together.

I heard this week a ‘‘child
psychologist’” bemoaning ‘‘Santa
Claus.” Seems it's dangerous to
the psyche of the child to use this
make believe figure. Of course,
we're used to the outlandish ideas
of psychologists and psychiatrists,

but let them have their day. No
part of Christmas brings the thrill
to small children like Santa Claus.
What's so wrong with giving small
children a thrill?

Parties, family gatherings,
feasts, and fun all add to the
greatness of Christmas time.

Though much of the celebration
does not pinpoint the true meaning
of Christmas, had Jesus not been
born in Bethlehem there would be
no Christmas at all.

The course of the world
changed the night the angels in
chorus announced to the lonely
shepherds in the hills near
Bethlehem that the Christ had
been born. A casual glance at the

great changes that mark the cen-
turies since that night will convin-
ce any thinking person that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God and His
way is the way of good.

It's hard to imagine that any
person in America will not be ex-
posed to a great dose of homage
and praise to the ‘“Babe in the
Manger."”

Indeed, amidst all the tinsel, the
tinkling of bells, the feasting, and .
the festivities, we must take time to
pause and humbly wish Jesus
Christ a Happy Birthday.

After all, it is His birthday we
celebrate and call it Christmas.

Days Past

by Doithy Pavne
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December 3, 1844- President Tyler,
in his annual message to Congress,
suggests that Congress annex Texas
by a joint resolution instead of trying
‘to adopt a treaty. A joint Resolution
requires only a majority vote; a treaty
requires two-thirds majority.

December 4, 1844- James K. Polk,
with his frankly expansionist plat-
form was elected President of the
United States defeating Henry Clay.
Polk favored acquiring Texas,
California, and Oregon as U. S.
Territories.

A December 12, 1844- Anson Jones

succeeded Sam Houston as President
of the Republic of Texas. In Decem-
the forerunner of the
popular Gold Rush song ‘‘Buffalo
Gals”” was copyrighted by Cool
White.

December 2, 1845- President Polk,
in his first annual message to
Congress, reaffirmed the Monroe
Doctrine when he opposed any
European colonization of North
America. Known as the ‘‘Polk Doct-

d rine’’, the President also opposed any

European attempt to maintain a

balance of power. Polk called for an
end to the joint occupation of
Oregon. Tt SR '
December 28, 1845 - Texas became
the twenty-eighth state of the union.

December 12, 1846- The United
States signed a treaty with the
Republic of New Granada (Colom-
bia) establishing commercial access
across the important Isthmus of
Panama, which connected the Atlan-
tic and Pacific Oceans. The U.S.
guaranteed the sovereignty of New
Granada and the neutrality of the
Isthmus. The Senate consented to
the treaty on June 3, 1848.

December 28, 1846- The non-slave
state of Iowa joined the Union as the
twenty-ninth state.

December 6, 1847- Abraham Linc-
oln took his seat in the House of
Representatives as the new Congres-
sman from Illinois.

December 5, 1848- President Polk
took the opportunity in his last
annual message to Congress, to
confirm the discovery of gold in
California.

United States

Senator Phil Gramm
179 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20510

Senator Lloyd Bentsen
703 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

Rep. Albert G. Bustamante
116 Longworth House Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

How To Contact
Your Lawmakers

State Sen., Dist. 21

Judith Zaffirini

P. O. Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711
512-463-0121

Armando Diaz, Adm. Asst.

State Rep., Dist. 68

Pete Gallego

P. O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78769
512-463-0566

Cynthia Rivera, Adm. Asst.

Sheriff’s Office
Ambulance
Police

City

CP&L Electric

Gas (night)
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Emergency Numbers

Kinney County Area

Rio Grande Electric
Falcon Cable TV
Fire Department

563-2788
563-2757
563-2100
563-2412
563-2325
563-2444

800-292-4502

563-2233

563-9585
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December 30, 1883- Cession of
29,640 square miles of desert was ;
secured’ from; Mexico by -Gadsden -
for a purchase price of $10 million.*
This land completed the southern
boundary of New Mexico and Ari-
zona. It also yielded some of the most
enduring gold and silver fields of the
century. Gadsden himself viewed the
strip as important for a southern
transcontinental railroad route.

Veterans Post
by Freddy Groves

NOTE: Compensation rates for
disabled veterans were raised by 3.7
percent. The Department of
Veterans Affairs expects the change
to be reflected in all January 1992
checks for those 2 million vets whose
monthly payment will range from

83 for single veterans with a 10
percent disability rating, to $1680 for
single veterans with 100 percent dis-
ability ratings. Also affected are
some 341,000 survivors of service
members or veterans who died from
service-connected causes. Vets with
service-connected disabilities rated
at 3_0 percent or more, may receive
additional dependents’ allowances
based on number of dependents and
extent of disability. Vets with a 30"
percent or higher rating may also’
receive an allowance for a spouse in ;
need of attendant care. :

ALSO NOTE: Kevin Dobson,
the “Knots Landing” star who is na-
tlonal.spokesman for the Disabled
American Veterans, helped launch :
the Syracuse VA Medical Center’s -
Compensated Work Therapy (CWT) -
program to help vets sharpen old *
skills and learn new ones to prepare *
for the challenge of the '90s job'
market. Central New York vets .

shop]d contact their local VA centers
for information. '
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ENCOURAGE
YOUR CHILD:
TO READ
THE
Brackett

News
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NOTICE

*The Brackett News welcomes let
ters to the Editor. Letters must be
typewritten, or legibly handwritten,
and not exceed 500 words in length.:
*All letters must be signed, ang'l
have either address or phone num-
ber for verification purposes. ¢
» *Letters must be in good taste, and
are subject to editing. :
*Letters containing
material will be rejected.
*Letters may be hand-delivered, of
addressed to The Editor, The
Brackett News, P. 0. Box 1039,
Brackettville TX 78832.
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Grandma’s

Kitchen

By Grandma

I think poinsettias are one of the
prettiest plants I've ever seen. We
see them everywhere during the
holidays, but seldom the rest of the
year. Wonder why?

Most people don’t know how to
keep them alive.

First, select plants with green
f_ohage all the way down to the soil
line. This proves the plant has
healthy, active roots and you’re not
buying a sprig crammed into potting
soil. Also, look for plants that have
small green buttons in the center of
the colored bracts (cyathea). These
buttons will evenutally develop into
the little yellow flowers.

Next, be sure your plant gets
plenty of natural light, at least six
hours is a must each day. Water
your plant thoroughly with tepid
water, discard any run-off water,
then don’t water it again until the
soil is dry to the touch.

Use a high-phosphorus liquid fer-
tilizer since the plants are without
nutrients during marketing.

Poinsettias  dislike radiators,
heaters, fireplaces, and sudden
blasts of cold air.

Your plant is past its prime when
it has lost its green foliage and
begins to shed the colored flower
petals. This is the time to cut it back
and shape it.

To do this, cut the original stem to
about four inches above the soil line.
Remove all the side branches. Allow
your plant to develop new leaf brac-

ts before repotting it. Use either
premixed, or a homemade mixture,
of sand, perlite, peat moss, and
vermiculite, and don’t put it in a pot
larger than one step up in size.

When the night-time temperature
is above 50 degrees, you can safely
plant this beautiful plant outdoors,
usually on the south side of a
building.

Once you get one started, it will
come back year after year, and I'd
love to see more poinsettias all
around Brackettville.

After the summer plants begin to
fade - by late November - your poin-
settia should start producing colored
bracts and will burst into yule-hued
brilliance in time for Santa.

Now, don’t worry, if your toddler
gets a hankering to chow down
on your plant. Discard all the old

wives’ tales and remember the Poin-
sindex Information Service. They
provide the information to poison
control centers around the country.

They’ve determined a fifty pound
child would have to ingest 14 poun-
ds of poinsettia bracts (500 to 600) to
surpass doses that have been deter-
mined to be dangerous.

So, to save money, which I'm sure
in favor of, get your plant the day af-
ter Christmas and let’s make this
area full of red blooms by next
year.

Library
Notes

If you're tired of the traditional
goodies this time of year, let’s make
something different.

GINGERBREAD
UPSIDE DOWN CAKE

1 can (20 o0z.) sliced pineapple
I/2 cup margarine
1 cup brown sugar
10 marachino cherries
legg
2 cup dark molasses
1% cup plain flour
1 Tea. ground cinnamon

1 Tea. ground salt
Drain the pineapple, reserve % cup
syrup. Melt % cup (% stick)
margarine in a 10" skillet. Blend in
% cup of the brown sugar. Remove
from heat. Arrange pineapple slices
in skillet and place a cherry in the
center of each. Cream the remaining
margarine and sugar until light and
fluffy, beat in egg and molasses.
Combine remaining ingredients.
Bring reserve pineapple juice to a
boil. Add flour mixture to creamed
mixture alternately with hot syrup.
Pour batter over pineapple, bake at
350° about 30 - 40 minutes, until
cake tests done. Cook in skillet 3
minutes. Invert onto serving dishes.
It’s really pretty.

Now pay attention, cause I'm
going to give you some old fashioned
advice, listening is up to you.

Try this year to plan your giving

S0 you won't still be paying for them
in J}lne and July. Save all tags,
receipts, and label them so if
any_body has to exchange or refund
their gift, you can give them the
right one. It saves a lot of time and
trouble for everybody. Put some
thought into your gifts. They need
not be expensive to be appreciated.

Othgr_ people truly appreciate
necessities they use a lot instead of
another box of dusting powder, or a
pretty scarf. The main thing to
remember about Christmas is not
the tinsel or the lights, the santas,
the_ shopping, the hustle and bustle.
It is, after all, the birthday of the
Savior of the world, and sometimes I
just can’t believe He is very pleased
when we waste so much money on
tags and gifts - carrying it to the ex-
treme just to keep up with our
neighbors, or family.

There are people in our very own
town who won'’t have enough to eat,
let alone toys for Santa Claus. We
really discover the true meaning of
Christmas when we learn to share
what we have - even when it’s not a
whole lot. Sorry to be so long win-
ded, but I pray someone is listening.

Thought for today - to give is
good, to give gladly is gracious, to
give generously is great, to give
secretly is sublime.

Have a safe week. Big Hugs and
Special Love.

Grandma

Beyond The

Horizon

By Dorthy Payne

Thought for the week:
The wisest thing, we suppose, that a
man can do for his land,
Is the work that lies under his nose,
with the tools that lie under his hand.
Kipling
The library (and all county of-
fices) will be closed December 23,
24, and 25 - that’s Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday. Remem-
ber to come in ahead of time to get

Trivia Test

by Linda Luckhurst

1. Presidents: Who were the first
two consecutive American presi-
dents from the same state?

2. Science and Nature: What is
the branch of science which deals
with sound?

3. The Human Body: What is the
upper third of the spine referred to as
in medicine?

4. Books and Authors: Who
wrote “Midnight Cowboy?”

5. Bodies of Water: What is the
world’s saltiest body of water, con-
taining nine times more salt than any
ocean?

6. Television: What television
series revolved around the father-son
law firm of Preston & Preston?

7. Soft Drinks: Who invented
Coca-Cola?

8. Music: Who recorded the
December, 1957 number one hit
single, “You Send Me?”
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Equal Housing
Opportunity

yourself, and your family, some
good books to read during the
holidays.

Jackie Green and Odette Mills
both donated some new paperback
books to the library. Rory Woodson
donated the video Robin Hood, the

cartoon version.

A new book arrived - Tomorrow
Will Be Better by Zdena Kapral.
This is the story of her family’s sur-
vival in the midst of the German
conquest of Czechoslovakia, the
postwar Soviet takeover of eastern
Europe and, later, the Indian-

. Pakistan Civil War.

We invite all residents of Kinney
County to come in and meet our new
librarian - Cynthia Lockwood.

As always, we invite you to visit
the warmest, friendliest little library
in Kinney County.

Kinney County Library
Staff and Volunteers
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Fort Clark Springs Duplicate Club
met December 10 with ‘a Mitchell
Movement being played.

Eileen Voracek and Joan Lindley

were in first place North-South..

Lamont and Marie McCandless
came in second. Winning first place
East-West were Norma Gould and
Tina Bauguess. Coming in second
were Helen Lynch and Flo Stafford.

A Howell Movement was used
December 15. In first place were
Carl and Queena Mumma of Del
Rio. Second place was won by Flo
Stafford and Trudy Harber, with
Tina Bauguess and Ben Pingenot
coming in third.

A few thousand years ago the
spot which is now called the White
Sands in New Mexico was a lake or
an island sea. When the lake began
to dry up gypsum crystals began to
form. As more and more
evaporation took place, more
crystals formed, and began to pile
up rippling dunes like snow.

There are now 176,000 acres of
these alabaster sand dunes from
thirty to sixty feet high. 'They look
like sugar, wind blown into drifts
like snow. They are blown into drifts
on the average of eight inches a year
over a thirty mile front.

Here oné'sees“now and then,
white 'lizards, miic€'‘and insects.
Until man began ‘to come and go,
there were no flies and mosquitoes. I
guess they like picnics, too.

Although the dunes are called the
great White Sands, they are actually
not sand, but gypsum. Ordinary

silica sand makes glass when
heated. This type of gypsum
crystals, when heated, makes
plaster of paris.

Within the White Sands National
Mounument there are plants that
are found nowhere else in the world.
The unusual thing about these plan-
ts are that the dunes contain no
nitrogen and no one has ever known
how these plants get nitrogen from
the air.

One of the old time residents who

lived near the dunes was riding hor- §

seback and came upon a Mexican
carrata sitting all by itself on top of a
dune. The wheels, axle, tongue
and part of the cart bed had been
preserved under the sand for over
fifty years.

Another unsolved mystery of the
dunes were the human footprints
found by National Service person-
nel. The footprints were twenty-two
inches long.

The ranchers watering holes and
lakes sometimes turn blood red,
usually in the fall. This mystery, was

Brackettville Seniors Apartments

1600 North Spring St.

® Mini Blinds
Call Pete

512-563-2705

“Come Live With Us.”

“Handicapped Units Available”

solved when scientists discovered an
algae that makes its appearance
when evaporation has reached a cer-
tain stage which turns water the
color of blood.

The white mice of the dunes
cause a lot of interest. Dr. Lee Dice
of the University of Michigan
discovered the white mice in the
1920’s. Twenty miles north of the
dunes are the lava beds in which are
found black mice.

Mirages use the White Sands as a
favorite playground, especially in
the old lake bed. There is enough
gypsum in the dunes to furnish the
whole world for 60,000 years, but

everyone ‘has all the ‘alabaster they )

need.

Then, there is a tragic incident
that happened in the dunes. A well
known politician and his young son
drove into the dunes in a horse
drawn buggy and were never seen
again.

The White Sands are a mystery
themselves, and is the only place of
its kind in the world. The sixty-two
species of plants that live there are
the greatest mystery of them all
because they are not supposed to be
able to live and orow there.

For Bargains!
Try Classifieds!
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Rural Health Initiatives

Rural Texas communities,
challenged by the need to fill vacan-
cies in all health care professions,
can now take advantage of a unique
state-supported program, the Out-
standing Rural Scholar Recognition
Program administered by the Center
for Rural Health Initiatives. The
Center is accepting applications un-
til February 14, 1992, for the
academic year beginning Septem-
ber, 1992.

Under  the program an
organization in a rural community
acts as a sponsor to a student in a
health care field. The sponsor
agrees to contribute financial sup-
port for the student’s  educational
and living costs. In turn, the student
agrees that he or she will work for
the sponsor as a health care
professional upon graduation.

Students who are selected as an
Outstanding Rural Scholar based on
academic records and recommen-
dations are also eligible for loans
under the Outstanding Rural
Scholar Recognition Program. State
funds are available through this

program to match the rural spon-
sor’s contribution. For each year
that the student works for the spon-
soring community organizations af-
ter graduation, one year’s principal
and interest on the loan is forgiven.

There are now 10 rural Texas
communities sponsoring students in
the program in such health care
fields as medicine, nursing, oc-
cupational therapy and physical
therapy.

Many rural Texas communities
already subsidize educational ex-
penses for local students pursuing a
health career. The Outstanding
Rural Scholar Recognition Program
can help a community ensure a well-
trained and committed health care
work force for the future.

(For information, contact Bill
Lydon, Rural Health Specialist, at
the Center for Rural Health
Initiatives, 211 E. 7th St, Ste. 915,
Austin, Texas 78701 (mailing ad-
dress: P.O. Drawer 1708, Austin,
TX 78767-1708), or call 512/479-
8891.)

New R eservation System
For Garner State Park

AUSTIN--Starting Jan. 1, Garner
State Park will launch a new reser-
vation system that will allow
prospective visitors to reserve cam-
psites and other overnight facilities
as much as a year in advance.

Reservations currently are accep-
ted up to 90 days in advance.

Park Superintendent Jimmy
Wilson said the new system is
designed to improve customer ser-
vice, reduce waiting time and
minimize busy signals on the
telephone.

Starting Jan. 1, reservations for
campsites, screened shelters and
cabins will be accepted for the
period Feb. 1, 1992, through Jan.
31, 1993. During January 1992
reservations will be accepted by
telephone only. Wilson said this will
give everyone a fair chance at reser-
ving a site during the transition. A
facility may be reserved for a period

of up to 14 days but not more than
one period per phone call.

After Jan. 31, sites may be reser-
ved by telephone, mail or walk-in,
and may be reserved for more than
one period as long as the required
deposit is paid.

As before, reservations made
more than 10 days in advance of the
occupancy date require the payment
of one day’s fee for each facility
reserved. Reservations will be held
10 mail delivery days to allow
receipt of the reservations fee.

Drawings to reserve group
facilities for the year beginning Feb.
1 still will be held annually on Jan.
11. Jan. 12, group facilities may be
reserved by telephone, mail, or
walk-in.

For reservations and information,
call the park between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m., (512) 232-6132.

Jean M. Funkhouser, owner, and Julie Skiles, manager, of Eden Etc.

FCS Ladies Luncheon

Holiday decorating ideas was the
theme for the December 11 Fort
Clark Ladies Luncheon.

Owner of Eden, Etc., Florist of Del
Rio, Jean M. Funkhouser and store
manager, Julie Skiles, displayed their
Christmas wreaths.

Eden’'s emphasises  holiday
decorations that, with a few
changes, can be used in your home
year round as well as at Christmas.
They will custom design holiday gif-
ts for you.

Eden Etc. is located in LaVillita
Shopping Center in Del Rio.
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The friendly people of Kinney
County invite you to stay awhile.




December 19, 1991

Querecho Flats Gossip Group

In the quaint little village of
Querecho Flats there is one thing
that keeps everyone going, and that
is the driving desire to catch
someone really messing up.

As I mentioned before, the
Querecho Flats Quilting Quorum
had a record of perfect attendance
like no other organization in the
history of organized organizations.
And the reason for this was all the
lovely ladies in the club knew that if
they weren’t there, they would be
the main topic of discussion.

It was alright to talk about the
ladies that wouldn’t join their little
gossip group, but the members
seemed to think they were exempt
as long as they were present.

It was this attitude that caused
one of the biggest wrecks in
Querecho Flats history. And pert-
near destroyed some rather
questionable friendships.

It started out kinda easy one
Tuesday morning when one of the
ladies met a friend from Logaville
out at the community center, and
left her car so she could ride to Lub-
bock with her friend.

It was about 30 minutes after they
had gone, when another lady came
walking up to my house because her
car was broke down.

She was just going to the mostly
general store and post office and
then home so she wasn'’t in any real
big bind. But she needed a ride and I
agreed.

As we passed the community cen-
ter, she noticed the leaders car, and
asked what was going on. I per-
sonally thought asking me was pret-
ty stupid because the only time any
of the Pert-Near Perfect People had
anything to do with me was when
they figured they could use me for
something. And other than that very
few ever talked to me. (I liked it that
way).

Any way, I assured her I had no
idea but I figured it wasn’t real im-
portant or else she would’ve been
notified. v

Well Garlan noticed that the lady
was somewhat concerned about the
possibility of being left out of some
major gossip program. He also men-
tioned that this could be the start of
one of the best practical jokes ever.

I caught on right quick.

Since the lady’s husband wouldn’t
be home from work for the rest of
the day, I told her I would get
someone to help pull the car down to
the community center and then have
Karl look at it and see if he might
could fix it. If he could get it run-
ning, we would bring it to her and if
not we would leave it there and her
husband could check it out.

Karl wasn’t 2 mechanic, but he
could sure fix a flat and pump gas.

Well I took her home and then

went and got Karl to go with me to
check out the big Buick.

Community

Calender
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All that was wrong, was the bat-
tery cable had worked loose and the
car just died. We pulled it down to
the community center and I told
Karl what Garlan and me had on our
minds.

He liked the idea.

When I got him back to the Kar
Salon, he got his wife’s car and we
took it to the community center and
parked it by the others.

About 10:00 each morning, most
of the ladies would swarm the
mostly general store and post office
and have a gab session. And that
morning was no different from the
rest.

Except!

They all noticed the cars and they
all wanted to know what kind of
meeting was going on. You probably
won’t believe this, but I never said a
word. I just let Garlan handle it.

His exact words: “Didn’t you
know the president of the club called
a special meeting with the other of-
ficers to discuss the possibility of
removing a couple of members for
reasons that are just too nasty to
discuss in a general meeting? It was
so bad they just got in Louise’s car
and started driving around to
discuss it.”” (Louise had taken her
granddaughter shopping).

There was a minor disussion
among the ranks, and then it looked
like a dust storm heading for the
community center.

It was in August when this took
place and them ladies was so mad
they never even thought about going
inside and waiting, they just sat in
their cars and fumed about the dirty
dealing that was taking place behind
their backs.

They gave up waiting about 2:00
and decided to go home. But each
one would make a drive by every
now an’ then to check things out.

I finally got Karl loose and took
im to his wife’s car, and then we
snuck the big Buick back to the
other lady’s house and the leader of
the pack got back from Lubbock and
made good her escape about 4:00
that