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Tough Times on the Farm

by Bill Braden
Texas Agricultural Extension
Service

To say that 1986 was a tough
year on the farm would be a gross
understatement. The farm econ-
omy remained at a low ebb during
the year in Texas as well as
throughout the nation. Texas
farmers and ranchers will look
back at 1986 as a year with mixed
emotions. Most will be glad it's
over; others will view it as a
stepping stone to perhaps better
things to come
In an effort to deal more
effectively with the concerns
facing agricultural producers as
well as all Texans, the Texas
Agircultural Extension Service
organized a statewide planning
effort during the year which
involved local citizen committees
in all 254 counties. Twelve critical
Issues were identified on a state
basis, lead by these: agrocultural
diversification, marketing of agri-
cultural and natural resource
products, and agricultural profit-
ability and competitiveness. Edu-
cational programs are now being
developed to address these issues
FARMLEGISLATION

HAD IMPACT
~1986 was a year that brought a
new game plan as far as the
government’'s farm -program s
concerned. New farm legislation
attacked problems that had been
plaguing farmers in recent years--
the main one being low prices
brought on by surplus production.
Lowering of base loan rates and
the initiation of Payment-in-kind
certificates and a marketing loan
to enable commodities to be
traded at world market prices
offered some help, especially for
cotton late in the year. But
overproduction continued to be a
problem, and Congress will likely
review farm program alternatives
when it convenes in January
Farm credit also remained tight
during 1986, real interest rates
continuedat a high level, and
farm land prices weakened sub-
stantialy
One step aimed at curbing
overproduction in the dairy indus-
try was the whole herd buyout
program. Many dairymen took
advantage of the program, which
will continue through September
1987, by selling their entire herds
to the government for slaughter.
While the program was boon for
dairymen, it caused a lot of furor
among beef cattle producers as
cattle prices plummeted the first

half of the year due to the
increased slaughter.
Another newcomer to farm

legislation as 1986 got untracked
was the Conservation Reserve
Program. The CRP was a new
effort in soil conservation hailed
by many as having far-reaching
consequences. It's a five-year
program aimed at taking some 45
million acres of highly erodible
cropland out of production (11.5
million acres in Texas). Land-
owners must bid their land into
the program, and if bids are
accepted, landowners must keep
the land out of production for at
least 10 years and maintain a
permanent cover of grass or trees.
CRP has a double-barreled
impact of not only conserving soil
and water but also curbing
production. By year-end, almost 9
million acres had been accepted
into the program, with more than
1.1 million of those in Texas.
WEATHER

Aside from all the legislative
impact, Mother Nature also had
her say about Texas agriculture in
1988, which is really no surprise.
Weatherwise, the year was one of
twoPdifferent halves—the first one

generally dry and the second half
mostly wet, with benefits and
problems associated with each.
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Dry conaitions early in the year
caused some problems with spring
planting and kept wheat yields
down to 15 to 20 percent of norma
in many counties. However, the
winter of 1986 also was unusually
mild, with record high tempera
tures in some locations. That
brought on early spring planting
where moisture was available. In
irrigated areas, preplant irriga-
tions were heavy due to the dry
weather and pushed up production
costs

Poor spring grazing due to dry
conditions caused stockmen 10O
extend supplemental feeding and
to increase livestock sales, despite
poor market prices. Grazing of
stocker cattle on wheat proved to
be a losing proposition for many
operators due to poor wheat
growth and low cattle prices Leaf
rust again was a major problem in
some areas, and spring hailstorms

battered some wheat into the
graound.

A lot of dryland wheat was
grazed out due to poor corp

prospects brought on by the dry
weather. The Texas wheat crop
also was plagued by a new culprit
that arrived on the scene in late
March-the Russian wheat aphid
This serious insect pest was found
in wheat in the Lubbock area, its
first appearance in the United
States.

Violent spring thunderstorms
damaged s3ome young Crops,
particularly in southwestern Tex-
as where thousands of acres of
corn, sorghum and cotton were
lost. A lot pof bagged onions also
were damaged by heavy spring
rains in the Winter Garden area.

RAINS FINALLY COME
+By late May most of the state
had broken out of the dry spell
that had lingered since the first of
the year. June brought more rains
to much of Texas, with wet fields
delaying cotton planting and
wheat harvesting in western
areas. More than 50,000 acres of
cotton were lost to heavy rains in
the South Plains, causing many
farmers to plant soybeans and
sunfloweres as alternate corps

Farmers found trouble on
the land in 1986
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jue to the lateness of the planting
eason. Hurricane Bonnie dumped
10 to 15 inches of rain over

itheastern Texas in late June.
summer brought bumper
harvests of corn and sorghum in
many locations and an excellent
hay harvest over the state
Vegetable crops peaked in pro
fuction and farmers' markets did
a booming business, with new
markets opening in several areas
including Midland and Odessa
Cattle markets also saw Somi
strengthening as the impact of th
spring dairy cow slaughter war
off

Dry weather returned to th
state for a brief stint during th
summer, causing some sheddin
of cotton squares and bolls i
western areas and some livestocl
feeding in southern sections. Thei
rains once again swept the stat
and continued periodically
throuhg the remainder of the
year

Wet Fall Has Pros, Cons

A wet fall brought seriou
problems to farmers in wester
areas who were needing ope
weather for crops, especiall
cotton, to mature properly. Th
rains also caused extensive delay
in crop harvesting in centra,
eatsern and coastal areas. But th
moisture was a boon to la?
planted crops in western area,
provided for additional hay ct
tings, and got small grain crop
off to a good start.

The result was that most of tk
state was lush green as the fe
season got underway. Rang
conditions in western Texas we:
the best they have been in may
years. Record amounts of rainfi
were logged in some westen
locations, some surpassing )
inches. Small grains mae
excellent growth and that gaves
bog boost to the stocker cats
industry and the cattle market,

However, the rains combimy
with cooler weather continued)
play havoc with late crops

Please See Page 2
——
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Mail reviews local
activities of 1986

by Cloy A. Richards

This week we will take a look at
the events that transpired here in
the past 12 months. If | had to
pick the one story that had the
most impact here, | would have to
include three topics: the decline in
oil prices, the continuing depres-
sion of farm prices and the city's
new water contract with Abilene.

Let's take a walk down the long
and winding road called 1986.

January

Local gins passed the 10,000 bale
mark as the 198586 cotton harvest
was in full swing. Farmer's Co-Op
Gin here had processed 5,500 bales
and Trent Gin had processed 5,300
bales

A new group was started to
INCrease awareness on academic
Improvements at Merkel High
A group of parents formed the
Academic Booster Club. Local
preacher Bob Brandon was elect-
ed president

Franchise taxes asessed on
banks. The City of Merkel receiv-
ed $1,834.37, the City of Trent
$256.02, MISD $6,030.86 and Trent
I1SD $1,089.16

A growling man robbed the local
Skinny's store even after he was
hit in the head by the store clerk
with a hot dog warming machine

Anxiuos moments were exper-
ienced at the local gin when a
small fire broke out

Local county commissioner Don
Dudley announced he would seek
reelection at an Abilene news
conference

The City of Merkel reported
only about 40 percent of current
property taxes paid.

Merkel and Trent's annual
livestock shows were held.

Justice of the Peace Leo
Mashburn announced he would
seek reelection

Robbers hit many local busines-
es with the largest break-in at
Merkel Drug. Pat's Beauty Shop
and Wilson's Jewelers were also
visited by thieves.

Steven Carriker, 78th District
representative of Roby, announc-
ed he would seek re-election.

The Merkel FF A took top honors
at the Taylor County show as
Lance Perry, Melissa Harris,
Wade Toombs, Lynn Hays, Scott
Easley all had grand champion
entries. Hays and Perry also
received showmanship awards.

The MISD board of trustees
extended superintendent Bill Ev-
erett's contract until June of 1989.
The board also authorized a new
position of assistant principal for
Merkel High.

City council member James
McKee and mayor pro-tem Ted
Smith announced plans to seek
re-election.

The Academic Booster Club
sponsored Merkel High's first
ever college-tech school infor-
mation night.

February

Construction was moving along
well on the Freshman Wing at
Merkel High. The building was
paid for from surplus funds and
constructed by the local main-
tenance crew.

Local voters were assured of
contested local elections as Jack
Keenan and Stewart Bishop filed
to challenge Leo Mashburn for his
JP post. An Abilene man, Julian
Bridges announced he would
challenge incumbent county com-
missioner Don Dudley for his job.

The University Interscholastic
Lieague announced re-alignments
and Merkel was placed in a
district with Merkel, Wylie, Clyde,
Colorado City, Coahoma, Ballin-
ger, Sonora and Brady.

U S. Congressman Charles
Stenholm (D-Stamrord) announc-
ed he would seek re-election.

Twenty members of the Merkel
High bapd and five members of

the Middle School band were Smith and James McKee were
named all-district. re-elected. Phillip Doan was ele-

The Merkel City council annex- ¢teéd as he replaced Jerry Byrd,
ed six acres of land south of Qak Who stepped down after 12 years
Street here. Howard Smith, the O©f service to the city.
owner of the property, made the Former county commissioner
request. Joe Cypert passed away. Cypert

Phillip Doan filed for a spot on Wwas a long time businessman here
Merkel’s City Council. and was named the outstanding

The local cotton harvest was Citizen by the local chamber of
completed with Trent Gin report- commerce in 1971
ing 9,259 bales and the Farmers | he Merkel High band complet-
Co-Op Gin here reported 7,988 ed it’'s most sucessful season since
bales. the 1950's when the band earned

Local schools were closed for a- 0P ratings in UIL concert contest.
day as freezing rain made local The band had previously earned
roads dangerous. the top rating at UIL marching

The Merkel Badgers boys bas- Contests.
ketball team ended their district Merkel Elementary 4th grade
season at 7-3 and missed the students were glven a taste of
playoffs by one point. Texas as an event to honor the

March state's Sesquicentennial. They

Cary Munden of Merkel exhi- Witnessed demonstrations on
bited the champion Brangus at the Pranding, outdoor cooking and
San Antonio Junior Brangus show. "OPINg.

The Merkel Mail, the oldest Merkel Housing Authority di-
business in town, started it's 98th rector Anette Clark retired. She
year of pub“ca“on‘ was honored with a dinner.

The Merkel City council started _ 1he Merkel Emergency Medical
a policy of denying water taps Service responded to a call for
outside the city limits. Council- help from Sweetwater officials as
man Ted Smith summmed up @ tornado ripped through that
council's f%“ngs by a.y‘ng “ town Cau.lng milllions of dollars
don't think we should approve any |IN damages.
additional water taps until we
have a contract with Abilene."’
Merkel was coming off a 30 year

contract with Abilene for water y
purchases. and sanitation charges. The new

The Merkel Little League an- $1 increases raised the minimum
nounced it would begin sponsoring charge for water-sewer-sanitation
T-Ball for children ages 6 & 7. !0 $25 per month.

They had previously not been The Mall published interviews
allowed to play until age 8. with local candidates in the county

A major leak in the city's main election.
line from Abilene left the town _ Local incumbent commissioner
without water over night. Local Don Dudley won re-election as he
residents were urged to boil water ©asily defeated challenger Julian
before drinking. MISD students Bridges.
were asked to bring their own In the local JP race, Jack
drinking water. Keenan, a challenger, garnered

Local county commissioner Don the most votes and he and
Dudley was named Merkel's incumbent Leo Mashburn started
Citizen of the Year by the Merkel Making plans for a June 7th runoff
Chamber of Commerce. election.

WTU announced it would refund _ Merkel High pole vaulter Brit
fuel chargea on local OIBC"icny PUfSley quallfiod for the state
bills. track meet and Trent High's Bebo

Genevive King was honored by Beaver qualified in the long jump
the three local chapters of Beta
Sigma Phi as their woman of the 1he Merkel High band contin-
year. She received her award at ued to rake in honors as they were
the Chamber of Commerce Ban- Named the most outstanding 3A
quet. band at the Greater - Southwest

The Grace Presbyterian Church Music Festival in Amarillo. Sixty-
held an observance of it's 00 ©One bands competed for that title.
years of service to the commun- _ 1€ Merkel city council adopted
ity. the new city budget and bannea

A small fire caused minor the use of 55 gallon barrely as

damages to Handy Food Store !rash cans. The city budget
here. totaled $788,000.

Lambda Beta's annual beauty The Trent FFA-FHA held their
pageant was held. annual banquet.

Forty-six MISD teachers were 1rentand Merkel school receiv-
qualified for Step 2 on the career ©d the anticipated bad news when
ladder pay scale. MISD also local evaluations were released by
offered contract to all teachers. 'aylor County Appraisal District

The Abilene Goodwill group head Richard Petree. Petree told
placed a donation box here. The Mail '99.9 percent of MISD's

MISD estimated it had lost $6 '08t $24 million in taxable eval-
million in taxable evaluations as uations were to blame on the
the price of oil continued to removal of NuCorp Supply prop-
dec]ine. The |ack of produc"on Ofly 'rm‘ “‘ rd". T"Qnt lSD ”.'
agreements by OPEC states star- $13 million in oil related eval-
ted a global price war that uations alone.
wrecked the economies of oil Bebo Beaver of Trent placed
producing states. second in the long jump at the

April state track meet in Austin. Beaver

Merkel was visited by Mel Was aiso 5th in the 200.

Hume as he traveled across Merkel's entry, Brit Pursiey
country on horseback to raise injured his foot in a practice jump
funds for the re-furbishing of the before the competition started and
Statue of Liberty. was unable to compete.

The Merkel Ch.mber of Com- With fmfll 'und’ 'rom a
merce held its annual easter eg Community DOVQIOpmonl B'ock

Grant, the old Castille Hardware

May
§ The Merkel City Council ap-
proved rate increases for sewer

hunt as more than 100 local .
children participated. building was demolished.
Local and national interest 'Kevin Mitchell was named

peaked as Haley's Comet made a Vvaledictorian and Ronna Casey
once in a lifetime pass near the Was named salutatorian. At Trent
earth, High, Janna King was valedi-

In local election, school board ctorian and Kim Wallis was

members Greg Henderson and Salutatorian.

Leroy Teaff were re-elected. The
two ran unopposed. Please see Page 2

In the city race, incumbents Ted
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ALLSUP'S FAMOUS

Burritos

ALLSLP'S
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PRICES EFFECTIVE

WHILE
SUPPLIES LASY

For Your 66 BOW‘

Al Allsup's we're constantly striving to do a letter job of prowding the best service and |& 'M//
_ quality products.We value and appreciate you business and we're working hard to earn
our trust. Thank you from all your friends & Allsup’s. Have a prosperous and HAPPY
tW YEAR
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Open New Year’ s Day
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INSURANCE NEEDS
SEYMORE
INSURANCES

Auto, Property, General Liabilit
Crop, Health, Life, Disability,
Tax shelters, Retirement,
Educational Plans

102 Edwards

928-5379

’ MISC.

Remodeling and Pain-

Tom Carson, 928-5069
190-TFC

internal damage to the
unit? If you got one for
Christmas or have a
problem with an old one,
Amerine Mechanical

can put it on a seperate
circuit in no time at all

ting 35 years experience Give us a call or come
312 Edwards no job too by our new location at

small or too large
172-TFC

908 N 1st. Call 928-4876
196-1tc
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: HAPPY BIRTHDAY’
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GUESS
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12288 882 8 888 23 4

122 28 88 88 28 88 8 8

donations, you and the
community were able to
help 25 families with
food, toys and new clo-
thing.

We thank you and the
25 families thank you.

Until next year

| want to thank ev-
eryone for all their
kindness, generosity &
help. | never knew so0

® Make sure your credit
card slip has been filled out
properly before signing and
your card is returned You
might consider using travel
lers checks or money orders
this time of year

® Check Christmas light
plugs and connectors for loose
or missing links—they may

-
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TO ALL PERSONS
CLAIMING AN INTER-
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INSURED 928-5939 es7in centams -
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FARM

RABBITS
RABBIT MEAT
CUSTOM PROCESSING

E AUTHORIZED SERVICE DEALER BARNETT’S BARBER SHOP nNoTIFIED in accor- TATTOOING
March 3, 1889 E SNAPPER POWER WILL BE OPEN of the Toxas Givil Sta | FEEDERS

: EQUIPMENT

: AUTHORIZED DEALER

OPEN 96 MONDAY THROUGH
SATURDAY CLOSED ON
WEDNESDAY

ON THE CORNER UF NORTH 1st

tutes that the Texas
Department of Public
Safety seized certain
property at locations in
Taylor County, Texas
and this property is
being held at Rhoades

Cloy A. Richards--Editor--Co-P ublisher
Melanie Richards--Co Publisher
Published at 916 North 2nd Street

Merkel, Texas
Entered As Second Class Mail at the
U.S. Post Office in Merkel, Texas 79536

NEST BOX BEDDING
WATER BOTTLES
RABBIT MANURE

RABBIT FEED
DRY DOG FOOD
DRY CAT FOOD
HEN SCRATCH

TUESDAY - FRIDAY FROM 8 - 5

SATURDAY AT 6:30 - ?
JOHN O'DONNELL
RONNY WILL BE AT THE SHOP
SAME AS ALWAYS
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES . FWW Automotive at 4210 Say-
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LESTER HUMPHREY

TERMITE & PEST

CONTROL
1202 PINE 677-2413

Typographical or other errors must be
brought to our attention before the
second insertion or claims for refund
will not be recognized

* OLD & NEW WOURK
* SEPTIC TANKS
PLUMBING SUPPLIES 24 HR

SERVICE 928-504: 9285263
BEDDINGHIELD

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classified ads are $2 for the first 18
words and 10 cents for each additional
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additional billing
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I DonT REMeEMBER MERKEL VFW POST 5683
i ol o B 1o % % WILL HAVE
ITS REGULAR
MONTHLY MEETING
ON JAN 8TH
AT THE
TAYLOR
ELECTRIC CO-OP
AT 7PM
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A FULL-SERVICE AGENCY
6“9 HAMMOND
INSURANCE
AGENCY

* HOMEOWNERS « AUTOMOBILE

* COMMERCIAL FIRE &CASUALTY
* LIFE » HEALTH

vour Home YOUR HOME TOWN
INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT

WE ARE HERE

) WHEN YOU NEED US
BOX 547 MERKEL 928-4122

. PERSONAL ATTENTION
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[ IF YOU HAVE |
WHEAT-WATER-FENCES

WE NEED

GRAZE OUT WHEAT
FOR LIGHT CALVES

CONTACT R L. BLAND
862-6179 or 862-6111

CAL TEX
FEED YARD

T T L L

BAPPY
EAPFY MERKEL

¥YEAR BRICK &

As we say good-bye to
the old one, let's look

Eosod  LUMBER
and fulfilling New Year.
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YOU SNEAK UP
AND FLUSH IM AN’
T STAY HERE AN

TRY TO FoPE M
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“«41  New Year
W VAR
b Y Greetings

It's the dawn of a New
Year. Let's all work
hard at making it our
best one yet. A joy-
ous holiday to all!
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