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Msrk«i FFA m *inb«rt hav* 
baan buay this waak elaaning. 
clipping, shovaling, wataring and

gatting raady In ganaral for judged first. About 100 local 
Saturday’s annual local stock students will be exhibiting thair 
show. Judging will gat started at 9 animals at the stock show, 
a.m. Saturday with lambs being Staff photo

Annual FFA stock show Saturday
The annual Merkel FFA  stock 

show will be Saturday starting at 9 
a.m. at the FFA barn area.

Classes In this year's event 
include lambs, breeds of swine, 
classes of steers, heifers, gilts and 
rabbits. Lambs will be the first

class shown and judged Saturday.
About 100 Merkel FFA and 4-H 

members will be competing In the 
show. Also, Taylor Electric Co-Op 
will present a showmanship tro
phy to the student having the best 
showmanship skills.

The Merkel Livestock Associa
tion is currently collecting do
nations to finance the show.

Those wishing to contribute are 
asked to contact Merkel FFA  
Instructors Billy Riley or J. T. 
Naron at Merkel High.

Early deadlines for holidays
After six years in the newspaper 

busirwaa here we felt we had been 
through everything one can go 

j^ o u g h  but the calendar threw us 
'A curve this year and we will be 
having some odd deadlines for the 
remainder of the year.
VNext week's paper will be the 
Christmas edition and, as usual, 

^ d l in e  for all material Is 
^eon\'Tuesday.

We will then impose, a 5 p.m.

deadline, Friday for the edition 
that will be dated December 27th 
and a 5 p.m. Friday (Dec. 28) 
deadline for the edition dated Jan. 
3, 1986..

The early deadlines are neces
sary because Christmas falls on 
Tuesday this year, as does New 
Years Day. Althogh we love the 
newspaper business here, we are 
kind of fond of Christmas and New 
Years, so the need for the early 
deadlines.

To make It easy to remember 
deadline is normal this coming 
Tuesday, and will be at 5 p.m. 
Friday for the next two weeks.

We appreciate your anticipated 
cooperation through the holiday 
p>eriod. Also, the papers will be 
mailed out on their normal day 
each week (Wednesday). When 
they arrive at your house is at the 
hands of the U. S. Mail.

by Cloy Richards

Tàx rebates here off 12.72 %
\

*>H*U^Mles here continue to run 
veil tbe pace of 1983
accoroN^ to a news release from 
ttd  State Comptroller's Office.

Tax rebates here are 12 per cent 
W iind those of last year. So far 
|hla year, the city has received 
IV f\|^ .34  in rebates for the city's 

the state sales tax.

Through the same reporting perod 
last year, Merkel had received 
$70,006.21 representing a decrease 
of 12.72 per cent. Impact is the 
only other Taylor county commu
nity that Is showing a decline at 
this point in time.

Tye is running 11.50 per cent 
ahead of payments this year and

Why are retail sales here off when we 

are growing; pursuing other matters
by Cloy A. Rkfiards 
I I read a few news releases I 
had received over the last week 
and I really can't figure them out.

One Is a report from the State 
Comptroller's Office that says 
sales tax rebates here are off 
alrnoet 13 per cent. _TfiAt js the 
•only local measure of retail sales 
performance released by any 
government agency and that is not 
good news, by any stretch of the 
Imagination...

What that means Is that our 
merchants aren't collecting as 
much In sales tax as they were 
last year and that can only mean 
that total sales are not what they 
were 12 months ago.

' Some pass that off by saying It 
wasn't much of a crop year and 
they are, of course, right, to a 

.point.
I Although farmers didn't have 
hardly any receipts from crop 
sales, well over $1 million has 

‘ been peld to local farmers during 
thte year from Crop Insurance, 
dleaater peyments and other 

* federal programs.

Unemployment in Taylor County 
still remains low so people are 
working and they are spending 
money- somewhere- not here.

We all know that the town East 
of us gets a lot of our business, 
although their merchants don't 
ask for the business through The 
Mall or other advertising me
diums available to them. No, It's 
more like a donation to the City of 
Abilene out of the goodness of 
their hearts. You don't see Abilene 
crews here fighting fires, patching 
streets, maRing'aml)ulance runs. 
No. Merkel people do that. We 
tend to take care of ourselves 
because that's how life Is in the big 
leagues.

Merkelites can go a long way in 
helping us help ourselves by 
keeping our dollars at home.

Also, reports released last week 
by the US Census department 
places Merkel's population near 
2,800, up 8 and a half percent 
since the 1980 Census. That's 
Inside the city limits and rural 
Taylor County Is growing at a rate 
of 12 par cent a year. VYs are

Council approves sale of

tv cable here; buys insurance 

for volunteer fire department
The Merkel City Council ap

proved the sale of Showtime 
3sblevision, the carrier for Mer
isi tv cable here Monday night. 
3ill Little, owner of Showtime 
innounced that his cable com- 
Dsnies on Roecoe. Buffalo Gap. 
Tuscola and Merkel will be 
purchased by Big Country Cable- 
vision, a Dallas based group that 
has cable operations in Mississippi 
and Louisiana. The group also has 
purchased the cable operations in 
Robert Lee, Bronte and Grape 
Creek.

Council also voted to pay $1,800 
for a three year insurance plan on 
voluntary firemen at their regular 
meeting held at the Merkel 
Emergency Medical Service Buil
ding.

Appearing before the council. 
Sill Little of Showtime said the 
reason for the sate was Ill-health. 
He has been told he will need heart 
by-pass surgery and he said "The 
cable tv business tends to be a 
stressful business." Little said 
'we have enjoyed serving Merkel 

and we have spent the major part 
3f $100,000 here in improven.ants 
in addition to addtr>g channel». 
Showtime also sought and had a 
price increase approved by coun
cil during the period of service 
here.

Texas law requires city council 
approval of all cable tv franchises 
in the area the franchise will 
serve.

Appearing for Big Country

Cablevision was Bill Green, a 
vice-president and operations ma
nager for the firm. He said their 
company presently serves about 
25,000 customers in three states. 
He aleo said "We find this system 
to be in very good shape and we 
won’t have many problems com
ing into Merkel. We are excited to 
be coming into this area."

Green also said the company 
will keep a permanent business 
office in Tuscola and Merkel 
mayor Kent Sattsrwhite question
ed that location since Merkel was 
the largest subscriber of the four 
cable companies involved in the 
sale. Green also said his firm 
would locate a service man either 
here or in Roscoe and that billing 
would be changed, scrapping the 
coupon payments in lieu of a 
computerized billing system In 
Dallas.

Council approved the sale of the 
company after going over an 
ordinance prepared by Abilene 
attorney Gary Hacker.

In other action council approv
ed $1,800 over the next three years 
to pay for accident insurance 
offered by the Volunteer Fire
man's Insurance Services. The 
policy will pay up to $2,500 per 
accident and will cover the Merkel 
Volunteer Fire Departmenmt vol
unteers from the time they leave 
their home to fight the fire until 
they return home. Currently, the 
firemen are not prelected from 
on-the-job injuries.

Council also learned the com
puter purchased for general led
ger maintertance and 
water-sewer-sanitation billings 
shouid be in operation by the 
January billing cycle.

The city also recently had a 
water well drilled by Higgins A 
Sons here to provide fresh water 
for chlorination of waste water at 
the water treatment plant. The 
state required fresh water to be 
used in the chlorination procoaa 
and the well cost the city $1,346, 
complete with pumps and casings 
set. Council also gave Merkel 
city manager J. A. Sadler per
mission to seek a loan at the 
F & M Bank here for payment to 
Nobles Construction for paving 
here. The city will pledge delirt- 
quent taxes to pay off the rwte. 
CourKil also approved an ex
penditure of $3,900 for a new 
trench to be dug at the Merkel City 
Landfill, also by Nobles Con
struction.

In another move, council dis
pensed with their next meeting 
this month since it falls on 
Christmas Eve. Councilmen a- 
greed to a special, called meeting 
if the need arises.

Cour>cilmen were also invited to 
attend a meeting of the Big 
Country Firefighters Association 
tonight (Thursday) at Heritage 
Hall at 7:30 p.m. The Merkel Fire  
Department will be showing off 
their new fire-rescue vehicle at 
that meeting.

Merkel police have busy November

thus far has collected $61,092 16 in 
sales tax rebates.

The state sales tax Is collected 
by local merheants at point of sale 
and paid the the State Comp
troller. The state rebates one per 
cent of the tax collected back to 
the local community w here^e tax 
was collected.

The Merkel police department 
worked a total of 96 cases in 
November, according to the police 
report presented by Merkel Police 
Chief Ray Pack at Monday's 
Merkel city council meeting.

Those cases included two cases 
of criminal mischief; four of

criminal damage; three run
aways; one kidnapping; fuur ac
cidents; a hit and run; a case of 
car theft; seven dog calls with 
eight dogs picked up.

Also, police worked eight prowl
er and window peeping calls; 
issued 29 traffic citations, worked 
two cases of assault; three cases

of public intoxication; tive family 
disturbance calls.

Police also investigated four 
thefts, three burglaries made 
eight misdemeanor arrests ar>d 
five felony arrests.

Cheif Pack termed the month "a 
busy one."

Merkel, area police break burglary ring
The Merkel Police Department, 

in cooperation with the Taylor 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Abi
lene Police Department and the 
county sheriff's office in Duncan, 
(3kla. cleared 29 county burglaries 
with four arrests recently. Three 
of the men are being held at

Taylor County Jail and the other is 
being held in Oklahoma.

The arrests and recovery of 
almost $10,(XX) in merchandise 
cleared three local burglaries, 
includir^ a residential burglary at 
the Clyde Bunch residence, and 
a vehicle burglary at Max Murrell 
Chevy, as well as the burglary of a

truck belonging to Walter Ham «.
Merkel Police Chief Ray Pack 

told The Mall Tuesday the arrests 
also cleared some burglaries on 
Oklahoma.

Pack also said the recent 
burglary at Joe's Boot Barn was 
still unsolved but they have some 
clues in the case.

growing and growing at a pretty 
good clip.

The Texas Education Agency 
also released "weighted student 
enrollment" figures last week and 
they show we have more students 
in our school system than other 
communities of about the same 
size.

In other words, we have more 
people living in the city, close to 
the city and using our schools and 
public services. Increased popu
lations only help a community if 
the people who live and work here 
also support their community 
economically.

So far, in 1984, we have done a 
lousy job of doing so.

There are a host of activities 
lined up this weekend and they 
both deserve your support.

Rease see Page 2 I th e  December ‘ sunsets here 
have been striking as we have had 
clouds In the late evenings. This

shot shows s local barn at sunset 
end was taken Saturday evening. 
On the other side of the sky, an

almost full moon 
start easting Its artemrk 
the sky.

Staff
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Social Security, cable changes hit here
The annijal Merkel Chamber of 

Commerce Christmas parade is 
Saturday at 10 a m and is the 
traditional arrival of Santa h?re 
Most of the local children rave 
always supported the parade well 
and there will be trophies awarded 
for Best Bicycle, Best Horse Best 
Vehicle and Best Float by the 
Chamber

Also Saturday is the Merkel 
FFA stock show This is also an 
annual, traditional event where 
local FFA students show off their 
projects they have worked on all 
year

The show is always well sup
ported by the community m both 
attendance and donations

Don t blame us if you don't have 
anything to do next Saturday.

The Dallas Cowboys nailed their 
own coffin shut Sunday, didn't 
they'’

Yessir, even if the strange world 
of the NFL does go topsey-turvey 
on the last week of the season, the 
Cowboys must handle Miami on 
Monday night to even have a shot 
at the playoffs, which doesn't look 
at all promising at this point

You'll have to start thinking of a 
team to adopt during the playoffs 
because it looks like the Lone Star 
State will not be represented

The Social Security Admmi-

stration and the IPS two names 
that usually strike fears into the 
hearts Of older Americans will 
soon be sending out forms that 
will, for the first time, require 
about 10 percent of social security 
recipients to pay an income tax on 
their SS checks

The tax will be on one half the 
annual benefits paid if the reci
pient makes over $25,000 per year 
for an individual, $32,000 for a 
married couple filing a joint 
return and $25,000 for a married 
person who files seperately but did 
not live with a spouse at any time 
during the year Hardest hit will 
be married couples who lived 
together during any part of 1964 
and filed seperate returns

The tax will be based on one half 
of the Social Security checks 
received during the year

The IRS estimated that 9.2 
million Senior Citizens wiW-eell in 
to have the program to explained 
to them and that the progarm 
would affect between 12 to 15 
million Senior Citizens

The taxes will pump an extra 
$2 3 billion into the IRS this year 
and a total of $27 billion in the next 
five years They also estimated 17 
percent of all social security 
recipients will be paying the tax 
by 1990 because the tax was not 
indexed for inflation.

And we heard alt during the

campaign that Social 
would be left alone 

Bah humbug

Security

Showtime Cablevision has an
nounced they were selling out to a 
Dallas firm and that move was 
approved by the Merkel City 
Council Monday night 

The buyers are Big Country 
Cablevision of Dallas The reason 
for the sale is the health of Bill 
Little, the current owner of the 
carrier for Merkel cable 

Just mention cable to some folks 
here and they see red The local 
cable system has had technical 
problems, although they are more 
isolated than In the past. Little 
said his company spent about 
$1CX).000 in repairs.

Big Country's Bill Green, a 
vice-president of the company said 
his group has about 25,000 sub
scribers in three states, recently 
getting into Texas with the 
purchase of systems in Robert 
Lee- Bronte

Green also told council they 
would keep the office in Tuscola 
and would locate a serviceman 
either in Roscoe or here.

He also said the billing system 
would be changed and move to a 
computerized monthly statement 
instead of the coupon mail in 
system currently us^.

If you can’t find where you are 

going maybe you got off the trail

by Russell Me Anally

Happy trails to you
Are there any trails around your 

place'’
A few days ago I realized there 

was a cow trail from my barn to 
an oat patch It was good to see 
this trail and to realize I had at 
least one trail. There are deer 
trails, ant trails, children trails as 
they "cut across" on their way to 
school Trails are important indi
cations of life and patterns of 
living

One day I saw a path from the 
front door to the back door of a 
home and learned that their little 
dog, through the years, had worn a 
deep trail through grass and other 
obstacles Civilization was made 
from East to West by travelers 
following trails, which became 
rural roads and then highways. It 
takes time, determination and 
patience to make trails The town 
of Slaton has streets coming into 
town from five directions tb end in 
the center of town which was orKe 
a water hole and the present 
streets were at one time cattle 
trails

V\Aien I was a young man, I 
learned a lesson about trails. The 
drought of the "Thirties" sent 
most young men to the Plains of 
Texas in search of jobs to help put 
groceries on the family table. My 
search ended near Tulia on a 
ranch and wheat farm. The first 
week on the job called for me to 
drive a tractor pulling a combine 
about five miles to a wheat field. 
Detailed directions were given me 
as the journey called for a three 
mile stretch across a cattle 
pasture with a few guiding 
landmarks. One landmark was a 
windmill and stock tank in the 
middle of the pasture. As it would 
be dark by the time I reached the 
windmill, I was told my travel 
would be easy as all I had to do 
was to find a cow trail and follow 
it to the water hole and windmill.

The trail was found and all was 
well until I came to the water hole. 
The trail was faint at first but 
became deeper as it neared the 
windmill. The windmill was left 
behind as I tried to head directly 
West to my goal. It became a very 
lonely feeling as I tried to 
remember what my boas had told

me about leaving the windmill 
going away from the landmark 
There were trails going away from 
the windmill but I plainly saw and 
remembered the boss man had 
said “You can't follow the trails 
going away from the windmill 
because they aren't going any
where.

People following the same trails 
is what has made tradition. It 
simply means that we do the same 
things in the same way following 
the same pattern for a period of 
time until we automatically do th« 
same thing year after year. If 
trails are not going anywhere and 
there is no goal or reward at the 
end of the trail, it will soon vanish.

Christmas is a tradition and it 
has been rewarding. We will do 
the same thing again this year, but 
it never gets monotonous. Every
one follows trails in life but we 
should be sure the 'rails we follow 
are going somewhere. We will 
follow the old trails because 
people travel here- we need to 
make new trails for those coming 
after us so they will have better 
trails to follow.

"Happy trails to you" this 
Christmas.

«e%%««««

Trying to 

find a gift for^
a

a former Merkelite ?
How about one they 

can open each week for a year?
c

Give them a Mail subscription
^  We will send a Christmas card tellinc them who subscribed for them ^

^  . $10 per yraf in cou»*tv $ 1 1 in Texas $1250 Out of State ^ ̂ ^
is. u to start that gift subscription today • ^
C '  ^
^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  0  ̂0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BADGER 
BASKETBALL

GO
BADGERS!

Starbuck Furniture
201 tdwards 928-4711

Palmer Pontiac & GMC
h ü 0 8  N 1st «28-5113

Carson’s Supermarket

Taylor Electric

1610 N 1st 928-4715:

Rae-Rac
1107 N 2nd 928-6031:

D & T Automotive
217 Edwards 928-5231 924 N 1st 928-4954;

Merkel Drug
121 Edwards 928-6012

Merkel Brick & Lumber!
102 .Lamar 928-6014

Hi-Val Farm & 
Home Supply

604 Kent 928-5632

Braggs Department 
Store

213 Edwards 928-5811

Wylie Truck Terminal 
& Shamrock

1*20 E 928-5584

Farmers & Merchants 
National Bank

111 Edwvds 928-4726

Taylor Telephone P & L Auto Parts
1-20 928-4733  t35  Edwards 928-4738

L
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Editor couldn’t be happier with ruling Harrison’s celebrate 50 years %jnday
by Cloy A. Richards

Although all of the facta weren't 
in Tuesday evening as I sat clown 
to write the following comments, 
enough was known to make a few 
simple points

1 am referring to the case tried 
in federal court in Abilene last 
week that pitted two former Tye 
policemen against the City of Tye, 
their former and current m a^r^_

The point of law In the case 
centered around a clause of the 
State Open Meeting Act that 
allows employees of state gov
ernmental bodies the right to a 
closed or open hearing if they are 
being terminated.

Local governmental employees 
include all school personnel, all 
city employees, all county em
ployees and all state employees.

The act stipulates employees 
do have the right to a fair hearing 
when they are being terminated 
and can demand to know the 
reasons and face their accusers.

The Texas Open Meeting Act is 
dear to the heart of all Texas 
journalists because it also is the 
only law in this state that requires 
governmental agencies in this 
state to hold public meetings, with 
proper notice, so media and other 
interested parties can attend and 
see their governments in action.

The federal court ruling against

former Tye mayor Jim Snowden 
means a lot to me professionally 
and should mean the same to 
every other person in this business 
in this state.

The ruling says that Jim 
Snowden acted outside the law by 
violating the civil rights of the two 
former policemen by not providing 
the fair opportunity to a proper 
hearing once his intentions were 
made public to oust the duo.

Snowden acted like a one man 
government and that just doesn’t 
do in this country.

He is responsible to the people 
he governs, as well as the people 
In his employment at the local 
government level.

Snowden was quoted by KTAB 
tv after the verdict that if he had 
the same thing to do, he’d do it the 
same way again. He has, in his 
public and private comments, 
given me the impression that he, 
and he alone, ran the city of Tye 
and I thought those kind of things 
only happened in LeFlore County, 
Oklahoma, maybe Duvall, Texas 

,or in some parishes in Louisiana. 
Those are the only ones you hear 
about these days until Snowden 
made statewide news with his 
actions at Tye.

This ruling in the court was 
made on a point of law that had 
not been contested in the federal 
courts and should serve as a

warning lo politicians at a!i levels 
of governments in this state. If you 
start to act like you, and you 
alone are in charge of things, then 
you and you alone had best get 
yourself a dadgummed good law
yer .

I would expect, in the next few 
months, you will be reading about 
quite a few lawsuits that will be 
filed by former government em
ployees that were fired without 
benofit of an open hearing. The 
door is now open and the decision 
may end up being a very lucrative 
one for defense attorneys.

Since the federal courts have 
now ruled that Texas employees 
are guaranteed the right to an 
open hearing, I would also ima
gine a lot of local governments 
will think twice about getting rid 
of emolovees on “shaky reasons."

It doesn't really matter what 
you think, or have heard, about 
the quality of the Tye police force 
because that is not what that case 
was all about.

The case was about how govern
ment can treat people when it is 
out of control, or is controlled by a 
single person.

Americans have been fighting 
that idea for years and will 
continue to do so.

And I couldn’t be haooier.

Mr. 4 Mrs. Clovis 
Harrison of 1519 James 
Street in Sweetwater 
'*111 be honored with a 
reception celebrating 
fheir 50lh wedding an
niversary Dec. 16 from 2

until 4 p.m. at the 
Highland Heights Meth
odist Church at 1801 
Lamar in Sweetwater.

Mr. Harrison was 
born Jan. 12, 1912 in 
Eastland County. Mrs.

Harrison, the former 
Vergil Jones, was born 
Jan. 2B, 1911 here. They 
both grew up In the 
Mulberry Canyon and 
were married Dec. 24,

1934 by the Rav. Ban 
Hardy at tha Mathodiat 
parsonage at Anson.

They request your at-, 
tendance at tha raca|>* 
tlon In Hue of gifts.

Recent Merkel cemetery donors
fhe following people 

have made recent do
nations to the Merkel 
Cemetery Association;

Made in memory of 
Richard Melton were 
contributions from Fern 
Windham and Earl &

Vernice Palmer.
Donations made in 

memory of Buelah Her
ron were received from 
The Rogers Family, Mr. 
& Mrs. John Herron, 
Mrs. G. T. Moore, Mrs. 
C. O. Rollins.

Other donations were 
received from Mrs. 
Bunk Tipton, Mrs. J. W. 
Cumpton in memory of 
Finley Martin, Tressie 
Lucas, Mr. & Mrs. C. M. 
Brown in memory of 
Fay Perry, Vlibodman

Grove, Mrs. W. Q. Rich
ardson, the Prograesiva 
Men’s Sunday School 
Class, Mr. & Mrs. C. E. 
Farmer, V\4lay & Edith 
Noah, Mrs. Carl Hughes 
Ima Higgins and Clauda 
Flemming.

Xi Nu Chi holds recent meetings
Mlnyon Seymore was hostess at 

her home to XI Nu Chi on Oct. 23. 
Peggy Valentine, captain, pre
sented a slide presentation on 
Spain and Germany. During the 
slide show, members enjoyed a 
buffet supper.

Nancy Johnson was hostess at 
her home on Nov. 13 a presented a 
program on the history and art of

crepe making. Following the 
program, everyone enjoyed a 
supper of crepes.

On Nov. 27, members of Xi Nu 
Chi met at Pleasantville to have a 
transfer ritual for new member 
Barbara Gardner. Following the 
rituals, Barbara was treated to 
dinner at House of Hunan in 
Abilene

Members of Xi Nu Chi were 
awakened on Saturday morning at 
6 a.m. for a surprise breakfast at 
the home of Mmyon Seymore. 
Attending were Peggy Valentine, 
Nancy Johnson. Judy Elliott, 
Barbara Gardner, Anita Allen, 
Vicki Rodriguez, Dianne Parker, 
Connie Harris and Vonne Dena 
Tumlinson.

Dewie Fleming laid to rest here
Dewie Fleming, 66, of 

Merkel, died at 9:50 
p.m. Nov. 30th at Hen
drick Medical Center in 

■ Abilene following a 
short illness 

Services were held 
Dec. 4th at the Starbuck 
Funeral Home Chapel

under the direction of 
the Rev. Kenneth Jones 
of the Capps Baptist 
Church. Burial followed 
at Rose Hill Cemetery 
here under the direction 
of the Starbuck Funeral 
Home.
_She was born July 20,

1896 in Plainview, Ark 
and had lived here for 
the past 12 years. She 
was a member of First 
Baptist here and also a 
member of the Merkel- 
Trent VFW  Ladies Aux
iliary. ______ _____

She had married Lu-

ther Flemming Nov. 2, 
1919 in Plainview. He 
died May 6, 1965.

She is survived by a 
son, Claude of Greens
boro, N.C. a sister Ste
lla McKeever of Merkel, 
three grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren’

GIVE YOUR WIFE 
SOFT WATER 

FOR CHRISTMAS
Save with special discounts available thru December

Give your wife a Water Care System and your family will enjoy better tasting 
healthier water and she can be a happier hostess with better tasting coffee, tea and 
food

A Water Care System can remove impunties from your water, including dirt, 
chlorine, ammonia, bactena. viruses, chemicals and the most noticeable bad taste 
and odors

Water Care can also save you money on soap, cleaning supplies, heating bills, 
plumbing repairs by removing hardness, gypsum, iron and radiation from your water 

So. this Christmas give the qre yo^ love something she and your family will enjoy 
every day-soft, pure water with a Water Care System

Call Collect today for a FREE no obligation analysis 
of your water.

“ We don t conform your water needs to our system 
We build our systems to conform to your water

WATER CARE 
INC.

"We Care at Water Care”
709 So. Treadaway Abilene, T x.

673-1191

L7/.t fittlitU tH  V C fU ffk ’rli^nil

' X'

C.

IMIISON JEWEIRV
141 i m m  928-S621

SEE OUR NEW 
“DIAMOND JEWELRY”

ITS PRICED RIGHT
WE HAVE SEIjfO WATCH BANOS

6 (U D C H )U N S&  ^  
OTHER GOID JEW ELRY 

ALSO NUGGET JEWELRY
OUR GIFT DEPARTMENT FEATURES

GOOD SELECTIONS OP 
7AU0N LJFTON CERAMICS'. HAMPTON 

SOLID BRASS. MALEC WOOD ITEMS. SOROCCO 
WAU DECORATIONS. PICTURES S MRRORS;

ALSO WAU HURRICANE LAMPS i  SCONCES, KAPIAN 

CERAMIC PLATES. BWERIAL CLASS S CUT GLASS 

REGENCY POnERV A UB8Y GLASSES 
IRWM WARE CHROME PIECES S A NEW LWE 

OP LARGE VASES AS SEEN W AU THE 

HOME MAGAIMES W AUTNE NEW COLORS

COME SEE U$ HIE GIFT WRAP FREE

Save Thousands on new 
John Deere Equipment... now!

John Deere has given us tremendous allowances on new DEAL 3 .  UTILITY TRACTORS
^uipment and we’re passing tf^se saving on to you. In ̂  x ^  ^  ^  .tong from John
addition to that there are many finance waiver discount ^ oae^ on new UtiMy tractor» »hown in ihM chart Than. 9«  
to sweeten the pot. Stop in now and choose your deal. * mferest-free John Deere flnwKing unM June 1 .1965.

Or, take an additxinal dieoouni in Iwu of ftoance weiver.

DEAL f .  4WD TRACTORS ......
Thoosanos of dollar» In paw-along saving» on every new John 50-hpl450 ........................................................................... 625
Deere 4 WO tractor in stock No interest un tilJ une 1, 1965. with aO-hp16SO ......................................................................  TOO
John Deere financing * Or. in liau of tha finança wanrer taka 45-hp2i50 ........................................................................... 660
these extra diacounts SO-hp22S5**   675

5Shp2350   750
OtSCOUNT W Lieu O f WAIVER 65^hp2550 ........................................................................... 650

MODEL During DEC Dunnç JAN During 75-hp2750 ..............................................................................................................................................  1400
_ « 2750 High Clearance .............................................  1000

8450 $2100 $1725 $1350 97rm
8650 2575 2100 1625 ....................... ...............................
8850 3225 2625 2050 Used equipment aleo quakfies tor the same miereei free John
8440 1725 1400 1100 Deere finencing offer.
8640____________  2125_______ ]72S_________ 1350

Outstanding savings on used 4WO traetprs, too. with no mtaraat COMBINES ^  ̂ . . .
to pay until June 1. 1985. wrth John Oeara financing * 'XX'h Daara combinas hwad hare * '* ^ | * * '* * |^  * * ^ ^ ^ * ^

offseason savings Thousands of dokars off PLUS INTEREST 
FREE FINANCING TO THE FIRST OF THE 1965 USE

D E A L  2 .  ROW CROP TRACTORS SEASON Thaaa pnces apply whan tha oombma «  purchaaad
with new header equipment

Huge pass-atong savings on umts listad hare plua intarasi-frea aw oc. COSTOMBIOKOOUMT
financing until June 1, 1965 '  M you prefer, take an extra dia- SERIAL #600000 SSRIAL 9600001
count in liau of finança waiver to

AND BELOW SERIAL #670000
DISCOUNT m ueu of w aiver 4420 $ 5.000 $ 3.500

MODEL ~  DurmaOEC During JAN During EEB
--------------------------- -----  ^ ^ ^ --------  6620 (SIOEHILL) 8.000 4.500
100-hp 4050 $1000 $ 825 $ 650 mtpo 10.000 7.000
120-hp4250 1075 875 TOO 7720 7 000 4 500
140-hp4450 1200 975 750
16!Hip4650 1450 1175 925 ^
190-hp4«50 1675 1375 1075 ----------------------------------î®:“ » --------------------- L 5 « !---------
--------  ——  --------------- - ”  N a new head or ptattorm •  purchaaed indapandanl horn 6ie
Huoe sevtnga with the seme Deer# fmencing mtereai-free offer separator, a $1,000 diaooura w ii appfy. If lha separator la sold
onuaad equipmeni also wahou new header equ^m ent. the dieoount» wM be reduced

) |  by $1.000

Don't datayi Come in and make tha deal of your chotos. 
*A««issaiy •* Jam Dim  InsnoMS

xt -'Tlwmoaeansl

ABILENE mm SUPPLY
2S26$TRE»MWf «M-22SS 4\



For Sale

We make hydraulic 
hoses

P & L Auto Parts 
136 Edwards 
928-4738

I  We turn disc brakes 
and drums

P & L AUto Parts 
136 Edwards 
928-4738

Alfalfa hay for sale. 
$5 75 per bale delivered. 
Call 9 2 B ^ 7

90-TFC

For Sale. Porcelain 
dolls by Martha. See at 
Crafthouse Ceramics 

137 Kent 
92B-4330 
92-1 tp

CRAFTS SALE: Sat. 
Dec. 15 & Sunday af
ternoon. Soft, sculptured 
dolls, ceramics, crochet, 
other handmade crafts.

92-1 tp

For Sale: 1966 Chevy 4 
door, 2B3 engine, auto
matic, power, air, great 
work or school car. 
92B-4166

92-1 tp

Gov't surplus Cars & 
Trucks under $100. Now 
available in this area. 
Call 1-619-569^41 24 
hours

91-3tp

Mise
Computerized oil and 

gas accounting, general 
accounting, railroad 
commission reports, fi
nancial statements. Up
date books for tax re
ferences after 5 call 
926-5749.

88-TFC

Does someone you 
love have a drinking 
problem? Is it affecting 
your life? If so, AL- 
ANNON FAMILY  
groups can help A 
Merkel group is meeting 
weekly in the mornings 
Call 92B-4844 or 928-5067 

49-TFC

KID'S KORNER DAY 
CARE CENTER 2r><i & 
Oak Open Monday-Frl- 
day 6:30 a m until 5: 30 
p.m Call 926-4361.

66-tfc

Registered child care 
In my home plenty of 
TLC, please call 926-4403 

91-2tc

For
rent

For Rent Large, 2 
bedroom house, living 
room, dining kitchen, 
with stove and refri
gerator, u'llity, ceiling 
fans, nice yard, carport, 
$150 deposit $335 per 
month at 406 Thornton 
926-5194

87-TFC
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House for rent. 2 
bedroom-Stovlt-r efriger- 
ator, central air & heat 

House for rent 2 
bedroom, stove, washer- 
dryer, central air & 
heat, 5 miles South of 
Merkel, $150 deposit 
$300 per month 928-5194 

91-TFC

Apartments for rent, 2 
bedroom, refrigerator & 
stove Upstairs $250 per 
month with $150 deposit; 
downstairs with dish
washer $275 per month 
with $150 deposit. 6 
month lease required 
Call 928-5194 

58-TFC

Shannonside 
Apartments 

1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, shag carpet 
all electric, dishwasher, 
garbage disposal, cen
tral heat & cooling For 
more information, call 
928-5038 

33-TFC

1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
mobile home for rent in 
Merkel. 928-4973 

27TFC

For Rent: 2 bedroom 
house with built in range 
& oven side-by-side, re
frigerator, washer & 
dryer, ceiling fans, fen
ced yard & storage 
building, $150 deposit 
$250 per month, 406 Ash 
326-5194

69-TFC

For rent: 1-1 bedroom, 
1-2 bedroom. Call Abi
lene 692-9241 or after 6 
p.m. 926-5416.

92-1 tp

For rent: Furnished 
mobile home, 2 bedroom 
$360 per month $150 
deposit. Call 646-4715 or 
846-4666.

92-1 tc

Germania Insurace 
Company; for your in
surance needs Locally 
represented by Donna 
Carter, 926-5348 

33-TFC

For rent; Nice 2 bed
room home. $200 per 
month, water furnished. 
926-5636

92-1tc

Real Estate

Want to buy used boys 
bicycle for 7 year old 
Must be in great con
dition. Call 926-5712.

For sale: 2 bedroom
mobile home 1st house 
West of the County barn 
on S. Bth. John Webb 
a0&«37-6942

92-2tp

Granny's Playhouse 
Licensed Child Care 
open from 6; 30 a.m. till 
6 p.m Call 928-4904 or 
come by 207 Orange. 
Orop-ins welcomed 

9i-4tp

For Sale: 3 bedroom 2 
bath doublewide on 2 
acres. Low equity and 
assume payments. Call 
before 6 673-9390 and 
after 6 928-5848 Ask for 
Jerry.

92-1 tp

Garage Sales

Grooming m rvierkei 
on Saturdays Call 926- 
4474 after 6 p.m for 
appointment.

92-TFC

Big 4 family garage 
slae, 815 Oak, child's 
organ, small tv wash 
stand, pithcer & bowl, 
furniture, baby play pen 
•etc. All kinds new and 
old things, tools, elec
tric roaster on stand, 
heaters. Thursday, Fri
day & Saturday. Dec 13. 
14 : 15.

92-ltp

Shannonside tpum nqmswk 
Apartments QppnmNMTY 

1.2 & 3 bedroom apart
ments, all electric, cen
tral heat & cooling. For 
more information, call 
926-5036

89-TFC

For rent; Furnished 2 
bedroom mobile home, 
12 X 66. one and a half 
bath, washer-dryer, co
uple one child, separate 
meters.

Also, 2 bedroom mo
bile home 12 X 44; one 
bath, carpeted, couple, 
one child, both houses 
recently remodeiad. 7 
milea NE of Merkel 
6264877.

91-2IC

Thank You
I hank You 

Lucille Armstrong 
wanted to express her 
heartfelt thanks to each 
and everyone for their 
expressions of sympathy 
extended in the loss of 
her mother in South 
Dakota.

PubSc notice

,c » For ront; 1 «  x
a bedroom apartmonta,

■* built-lna, cantrai haat.
call 9264331 or 926-5682
In the evenirrga.

BB-TFC

>
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The Classified^

THE STATE O f TEXAS 
TO: BILLY J.QOBER, 

JR., Defendant, Greet
ing:

You are hereby co
mmanded to appear by 
filing a written anawer 
to the Plantiff's Petition

at or oerore ten ociocn 
A M of the first 
Monday after the ex
piration of forty-two 
days from the date of 
the issuance of this 
citation, same being 
Monday the 14th day of 
January, 1985, at or 
before 10 o clock A M 
before the Honorable 
42nd District Court of 
Taylor County, Texas, 
at the Court House of 
said County in Abilene, 
Texas.

Said Plantiff's Petit
ion was filed in said 
Court, on the 29th day of 
December, A D 1963, in 
this cause, numbered 
38,596-A on the docket of 
said court, and styled, 
Abilene National Bank, 
A Texas Corporation, 
Plantiff vs BILLY J 
GOBER,JR. Defendant.

The names of the 
parties to the cause are 
as follows.1

Abilene National 
Bank, A Texas Corpo
ration are Plantiffs and 
Billy J Gober, Jr are 
Defendants

A brief statement of 
the nature of this suit is 
as follows, to witf

Plantiff requests the 
Court to enter Judge
ment against the De
fendant for the sum of 
$2.561.36 because Defen
dant has failed and 
refused to pay this sum 
or any part thereof. Said 
sum is due on a Pro
missory Note executed 
on September 10. 1963 
Plantiff also request Ju
dgement against the De
fendant for Attorney's 
fees in the sum of 
$800 00, post judgement 
interest at the rate of 10 
per cent per annum until 
fee paid, and for all cost 
of suit,
as is more fully shown 
by Plantiff's Petition on 
file in this suit.

If this citation is not 
served within ninety 
days after the date of its 
issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved.

The officer executing 
this writ shall promptly 
execute the same ac
cording to law, and 
make due return as the 
law directs.

Issued and given un

der my hand and the 
seal of said Court, at 
office in Abilene, Texas, 
this the 29th day of 
November, A D 1984 
Attest: Rilla Mahoney
Clerk, 42nd District 
Court, Taylor County, 
Texas by JoAnn Lackey, 
Deputy (Seal)

92-91-4tc

CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO: The following nam
ed persons, if living:

C T Foster and the 
unknown heirs at law, 
devisees, and assigns of 
C. T Foster, and if the 
named persons be not 
living, to the unknown 
heirs and personal rep
resentatives or assigns 
of such persons. De
fendants, Greetings:

YOU ARE HEREBY 
COMMANDED to ap
pear before the 42nd 
District Court of Taylor 
County, Texas, by filing 
a written answer at or 
before Monday, at 10:00 
p m. on the first Monday 
next after the expiration 
of forty-two days after 
the date of the issuance 
of this citation, same 
being the 14th day of 
January, 1965. A D., to 
the Plantiff's Petition 
filed in said Court on the 
26th day of November, 
1984, A. D.. in this cause, 
numbered 39,027Aon the 
docket of said Court and 
styled: "MID-TEX RE
SOURCES vs. C. T. 
FOSTER and the Un
known Heirs at Law, 
Devisees and Assigns of 
C. T. Foster.”

A brief statement of 
the nature of this suit is 
as follows:

Plantiff has filed a 
suit to place mineral 
in receivership pursuant 
to Article 2320-B Ver
non's Civil Statutes of 
Texas, under the follow
ing described property; 
109.6 acres out of the 
Southwest part of Sec
tion 1, Block 18, T & P 
Ry. Co. Survey, Taylor 
County, Texas;

As is more fully shown 
in Plantiff's Petition on 
file in this suit, said land 
being situated in Taylor 
County, Texas.

VOUR610BE 
U FE ft ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE CO.

MM IN TRENT 
1$ SNERRIE TIBBfTS 

8&2-64I6

Two party garage sale 
706 N. a>d. Friday & 
Saturday 926-5033 

92-1tnc

Garage Sale: Weather 
oermittinfl, South 2nd & 
Lois. Saturday 9 until ? 

92-ltp

The Merkel Mail

Cloy A. Richards—Editor-Co-Publlshor 
Molanio Rlchards-Co-Publlsh«r 

Publlshod at 916 North 2nd,
lUlAckAl Tsvsft

Entard as Second Class Mail at tho 
U. S. P osi Ottica, Markal, Texas 79636

Subecriptiofi Rates 
$10 per year in Taylor County 

$11.75 Anywhere In Texas 
$12.50 per year out of state

Member
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL NEWS PHOTOGRAPHERS 
ASSOCIATION

NOTICE
Typographical or other errors must be 

brouclit to our attention before the 
oecoTMl rnsetlon or claims lor refuiKf will 

not be racognized.

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Classifieds are S2 for the first IS words 
and 1 0cents for each additional word 

paid in advarKO. a 75 cent billing fee Is 
added to all chargsKf adds

LEGAL RATES
Legal notkss are SS cents per line for the 

first insertion aiKf 46 cents per line for 
each additional insertion.

Business Phor>e (B1SlS28i4712 
Recorder on after hours or when out 

Correspond to Box 428, Merkel

Merkel’s Oldest Business 
Publishing Weekly siiwe ill

Congreoe shaH make no law abridging 
^he Freedom of the Press

Pubitoher reserve the right to cancel any 
advertisement at any time

If this citation is not 
served within ninety 
90) days after the date 

of issuance, it should be 
returned unserved.

The officer executing 
this writ shall promptly 
serve the same accor
ding to requirements of 
law, and the mandates 
hereof and make due 
return as the law di
rects.

Issued and given un
der my hand and the 
seal of said Court at 
Abilene, Texas, this the 
26th day of November, 
1964
Rilla Mahoney, District 

Clerk, Taylor County, 
Texas (Seal) 

91-83-41C

«IW e want 

you to read 

our Mail”

MERKEL
VETERINARY CLIN IC

IS NOW  OPERATED BY

BRADLEY R. BANNER. DVM 
KATHRYN L. BANNER. DVM
SAME LOCATION FM 126 NORTH 

HOURS; MON-FRI 0 :30:5:50  
CLOSED FROM 12 - 1 FOR LUNCH 

SATURDAYS 8 UNTIL N O O N

928-5235 FOR APPOINTMENTS 
928-4176 POR FMERCENCIES

CAN H A U C U m i, L 
ROCK ft GRAVEL I  
level ft REPAIR I 

DRIVEWAYS I  
FREE ESnilATES i

HAROLD I 
WALKER I 
9 2 8 -5 8 72

VIC’S ROOFING
5 YIAR GUARANTEE 

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
IN MERKEL AREA ALONE 
FOR FREE ESTIMATE CALL 

928-4705  
VICTOR LERMA 

OWNER G OPERATOR

302 CHERRY T T G B CONTRACTORS 
G CONSULTANTS
LICENSED G BONDED 

'2 5  YEARS PLUMBING EXPERIENCE 
COMMERCIAL G RESIDENTIAL REPAIR 

A U  TYPES o r  NEW CONSTRUCTION  
FOR FAST SER Via G 

I  G O O D  QUAUTY WORKMANSHIP  

I  928-5541 LARRY HARTUNE OWNER |

N

I

COUNTRY 
UPHOLSTERY SHOP
LOWEST PRICES AROUND

FREE ESTIMATES ^ . 
LOIS GAI lo w  AY *

'/7 MILE EAST OF STUCKEYS 
928-5356

PRE-f AID .
FUNERAL PLANS 

CEMETERY 
HEADSTONES 

iURIAL INSURANCE 
LIFE INSURANCE

ISTARtUCK FUNERAL H O M E I^

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
ALL TYPES  

PLUMBING SUPPLY

CHERRY STREET 
SELF STORAGE

FOR ALL YOUR 
STORAGE NEEDS 

CALL US AT 928-4336 
OR COME BY 

701 CHERRY _STREET 
APT. G

CONSOLIDATED PLUMBING
Radio Olspetched Trucka 

For Faat Oopondobio Servko 
102 KENT 

6084627 or 92frS2B3 
OLD SiNEWWORK  

BACK HOE «TR EN C H ER

FLATS
FIXED

OTHER BRAND TIRES 
AVAILABLE

F & W TIRE CO.
102 KENT 
928-5627

GOODYEAR TIRES & TUBES

BILLY E. CLARK

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT

INCOME TAX d TAX REPORTS 

COMPUTER BOOKKEEPING 
AUDITING d ACCOUNTING

112 EDWARDS 846-3281 HOME 

MERKEL 928-5663 O m CE

WATTS DIRT CONSTRUCT!!
SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
ROADS - DRIVES 

REMIX
BASE-GRAVEL-DIRT MATERIAL 
SiNCE 1971 - CALL ANYTIME 

928-5534

 ̂ LESTE» HUMPHREY %
i  * V
f TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL ^
4 1202 PINE 6 7 7 - 2 4 l 3 |
'L- 4  ̂^  44 ^  ^  44 yyt

SALES SERVICE
STANFORD'S

F ISH If^  «  HUNTING } 

STEREO
123 KENT MERKEL

928-5762

FOR ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS 

SEYMORE INSURANCES
^  —A«rt8,Prap4rty,0«noralLlabillty 
Or«p, Hm IMi , LIta, DlaaMllty, Tax-«hall8r8, 

r«Mr«m«H, Edueatlanal piono

102 EDWARDS 928-53791
FARMERS UNION SERVICE POINT

Orhr«8f t fB ft i
i

RIOGAN DIRT CONSTRUCTidN  ̂

928-4481 i

Trutka

WpFWWWW
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5th grade reading students 

offer Christmas poems
The following are Christmas 

Poems written by fifth grade 
reading students at Merkel Ele- 

' mentary.

Christmas is a special time.
The stars twinkle and the bells 
chime.
The whole world seems to know 
That Christmas is like snow.
It's white and soft, but mostly 
pure.
W^en the new year starts, we will 
endure.
by Criswell V\^isenhunt

The Joy of Christmas 
In the cold winter 

We eat a big dinner.
We eat turkey and cakes 
Not milk and corn flakes.
We use blankets not a sheet 
To cover our toes and feet.
We get out of school for whole 
weeks.
There’s four feet of snow on the 
mountain peaks.

by Jennifer Hobbs 
We put uo tne tree 
Wnere everyone can see.
The lights are bright 
And shining with might.
Over the door goes the misteltoe 
And daddy tops the tree with a 
bow.
The stockings are hung 
And the bells are rung.
The holiday poems rhyme 
To celebrate Christmas time.

by Criswell ^ isenhunt 
Christmas Lights 

Every vear at Christmas

We put up the trees.
We hang up the mistletoe 
And Holly Leaves.
Santa brings packages in his 
sleigh
Pulled by reindeer.
He never misses grandma’s house 
Because it’s so near.
When we all turn on many
different
Colored lights.
That’s whi I think Christmas Is 
Prettier at night.

by Lisa Fenton 
Christmas

Christmas is a time to share. 
Christmas is a time to care.
For giving and taking 
Expecting and Thanking.
These are beautiful reasons 
To celebrate the season.

by Kriste Smith
Rudolph's Cousin Named Melba 
One day when I was walking 

I heard a reindeer talking.
It was about her sister's ear 
From all that I could hear.
Her name it seems, was Melba 
And her sister’s name was Elba. 
Her little ears were blue 
And her sister' ears were too.
She started to cry 
And said, "Oh my"
\M>at am I going to do?
They were sitting by a bush 
When a reindeer gave them a 
push.
It made them really quite mad 
And to him they said, "That’s 
badl"

They gave the reindeer a punch 
NM)lch scarea away tne buncn. 
Now, nobody picks on Melba 
'Cause they’d get what for from 
Elba.
If It happens to you 
Here’s what to do,
Tell Rudolph’s cousin Melba.

by Ellyn Rutledge
Grandma gut run uwr oy a 
reindeer
\Mio had no lights on his headgear 
He was covered from head to toe 
With great big bunches of 
mistletoe.
Around his neck were sprigs of 
Holly
That made him look oh so jolly. 
In his sleigh he had packages for 
me
To put under my Christmas tree. 
But poor or granny will never see 
Just how pretty is our Christmas 
tree.

by Travis Enfinger 
Christmas Star

The shining star of Christmas 
Hangs atop our tinseled tree 
Sending out it ’s message 
To our merry family.
And in this special season 
That holds so much good will 
It seems our star of Christmas 
Grows even brighter still.
So In this happy season 
Let’s remember that special birth 
Of a babe born in a stable 
To bring us Peace on Earth.

by Mandy Barnett

Noodle homecoming draws 250

The Noodle Homecoming Asso
ciation met Nov. 24 at Heritage 
Hall here.

The afternoon program was 
presented by Joe Tarpley of San 
Antonio, a former student and 
teacher at Noodle. He also presen
ted teachers that taught from 1937 
to 1943. They were Charles Clark- 
of Hale Center- escorted by 
Imogene Bird Morgan of Gustine; 
Bess Church McDonald of Fort 
Worth-escorted by Glen Barbee of 
Washington; Edwin Read of Mer
kel- escorted by Tressie Lucas; 
Mrs. Edwin Read of Merkel- 
escorted by Breezy Cox of Lake 
Jackson; Odelle Sloan Cox- escor
ted by Glen Morgan of Gustine and

Larwin Hill- escoriou oy ins Eoff 
Shouse of Seabrook.

Their morning was spent visit
ing and renewing acquaintences. 
A covered dish luncheon was 
served at noon to about ISO. H. K. 
Henniger of Denver City offered 
the prayer.

Mrs. Mable Goode McOermitt, 
)8, of Abilene, was recognized as 
ihe oldest oerson nresent._Glen 
Baroee or boap Laxe, wa. iraveled 
the greatest'distance to attend.

Mrs. Juanita Zachary of Abi
lene, president, presided over the 
business meeting. The group voted 
to meet the first Saturday In 
October of 1966 for their next 
reunion. New officers include Mr.

& Mrs. Edwin Read- preeldent & 
vice-president; and secretary-tre
asurer Is Mrs. Vernon Stanley of 
Noodle. An assistance commitee 
will Include Woodrow Clemmer, 
H. R. Chancey, Elsie Barbee and 
Melvin & Juanita Jenkins, all of 
Abilene.

Boh Gflgner nf Noodle received 
the oour prize and several 
attended their first homecoming, 
ifKluding the Martin Cook’s of 
Fort Worth, Evelyn of Houston 
and Donnie of Granbury; Ger
trude Dowdy of Abilene; Lorene 
Smith Brown of Abilene; the Carr 
girls; Bill Cunningham of Green
ville; Nellie Flint Townley of Okie, 
and Alene Carter of Noodle. About 
2S0 were present during the day.

7th grade boys nipped In finals 

of Rotan basketball tournament
Merkel's 71h grade boys made it 

to the championship game but lost 
on a couple of free throws with one 
second left to Roby 33-32.

The 7th graders had beaten 
Hamlin 29-23 in the first game. 
Leading the way was Dusty 
McCloud with 10, Stephen Jacobs 
with Sand Randy Toombs with 4.

Also in that game. Tommy 
V^lte, Brandon Rice and James

latent each added a bucket and 
Shannon Jones had 1.

In the second game, Merkel got 
down by 14 points and came back 
to lead by 1 with 5 second left. 
Roby went to the line with a 
second left, hit both free throws 
and won.

Monday night, the 7th graders 
had a rematch with Sweetwater 
that went into overtime.

Pets available for adoption here

The 7th grade team found itself 
11 points behind before staging a 
comeback to tie the game at 24. 
They failed to score in overtime 
and were downed 26-24. Thev had 
a balanced scoring attacK wiin 
Jacote, White, Rice and McCloud 
each-adding 6 points.

The 7th grad^ team is on the 
year «land their three losses have 
been by a combined total of 5 
p o in ts

Lost '  dogs avallablo 
for adoption:
Small terrier, cross, fe
male.
Curly tailed brown, 
black and white male 
dog.

Medium black mixed 
breed male.
Tortoise shelled female 
kitten.

Merkel Vet Clinic 
92B-5236 
92-1 tne

LEE POST 
FRAME BUI^INGS.& 

iOENERAL CONTRACfOR
20 YRS EXPERIENCE 

FREE EsfiM A Ttb  
NO JOB TOO SMALL CALL 

862-6468 EVENINGS

A llfe N riO N H U N T C I »ERS

^Fur Buyer will bo In MERKEL at 
W YLIE Truck Stop each WEDNESDAY 
from S:46 AM till 9:00 AM, beginning 
DEC. 12Hi.

vve buy green a  dry furs of all types. 
Case skin all furs (like Opossum). Ws 
also buy deer hides.

D A W  FUR COMPANY INC.
Hed Veale
614 Railway St.
Loneta, Tx. 76863
512-r3i/-3266
LARGEST IN SOUTHERN USA
Please clip & save this ad

ANNOUNCEMENT
JMtESlDMB.

CERTIRED PtIBUe M e O N ffM ir, 
ANNOUNeES 

THE PUReiMSE OF 
THE HRM .BOB TOOD, OFA 

AS OF PEC. 1,19M.
A U  TYPES OF 

AOeOUNTWO, AUNTS. ANO 
TAX S EM K ES  PERFORMED. 

CAU69M 3M .
2S09 BARROW ST. ABSENE, JR.

SKEETS
THIS MEBCS SPECIAL

CHICKEN FRIED 
STEAK

yOON CNMCE BAKEP POTAfO 0ft FftlES 
yOUft CHOICE BEANS 0ft SUMT 

PUIS 2 HOT PUEFS

T r i m m i n g  P r ic « s .J .  

S a v i n g  Y o u  M o n ^
S4 f  AMSIEIK MüiMAH 4 ML
Am. mm. m. m. am*
ipW «ttcMc Mk. ttm. Mak. ^

1 2 A 3 2

im . m. at. m m . mvtm
ttOL 

ra. am$. Mt*. am/fm.
UM
m i

»41 KMCmU Hum BX
4 Sot. em md iw  m i 
pmm. m i m i d m  rnm /t

^  •10,717

Z.m.__*10,132
MfSlOlPA

;«H L
.*0vm.

Mi/m mm. m
UM
•WMI_____

MflJUMAN

iM .m ___
H F O o B o a o ria
SSLmn

iSm__ *11,432

•13,121 *
WWI *11,141

1 1 4  4 •12,11] Zm *13,313 UN lu m .

m - i i t i , • f M m
'W iseu 'EM OR LEASE GM'

m f  3 t H E in L

3 > -

, 0 , .  (  ^  tA x .  /

 ̂QueenÎ He/iKT/ Cŵ /
jD u . \

C i ^  r

/X . ’SOüsJ L jU ^

/ f e  O x n jL

J T jL 'A i, H tA , u M Z u X iA
/ W  ^  C 4 /IL /

^  f t  ftjL C x  ^ C l u Z * n U C e / . . .  tM 4,
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Starr’s Christmas party is Dec. 20th
by Mary Wimberly

Nell Turner, \who had a fractur
ed hip has returned to the Nursing
Home

The c and bake sale \miII be 
Dec 15 at 10 a m in front of Ben 
Frankiins The proceeds will goto 
the f»u shots and other Starr 
Volunteer projects The 1984 shots 
have been paid for and money 
raised will be used for the 1985 
shots

The resident Christmas party 
will be Dec 20 at 7 p m The VFW  
ladies auxiliary says that Santa 
will be there Anyone that would 
like to make cookies tor the party 
IS encouraged to do so.

We also would like~io thank Mrs. 
Inei Bradley who made the bibs 
for the residents They are 
appreciated

Clarence Stroh of Turner, Ore, 
the owner of Starr has been 
visiting recently.

We also appreciate the birthday 
cake made by Ester Carson for 
this month's birthday party. Roy 
Reynolds and Murl Smith were
honored

Cathy Barnes donated some 
Christmas decorations for the 
home Thanks go to Cathy.

Public notices
CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO Kenny Hill and De

bra Hill, Respondents, 
Greeting
YOU ARE HEREBY 
COMMANDED to ap
pear and answer before 
the Honorable County 
Court of Law of Taylor 
County, Texas at the 
Courthouse in said Co
unty, in Abilene, Texas 
at or before 10 o'clock 
A M of the Monday next 
after the expiration of 
twenty days from the 
date of service of fhis 
citation, then and there 
to answer the petition of 
the Plantiff, Petitioner, 
filed in said Court on the 
30th day of April. 1984. 
against Kenny Hill and 
Debra Hill, Respon
dents. and said suit 
being numbered 14,385 
on the docket of said 
Court, and entitled. Abi
lene National Bank, A 
Texas Corporation vs 
Kenny Hilt and Debra 
Hill

A brief statement of 
the nature of this cause 
is as follows, to-wit: 
Promissory Note 
as is more fully shown in 
Petition on file In this 
cause

If this citation is not 
served within ninety 
days after the date of its 
issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved.

The officer executing 
this writ shall oromptly

serve the same accor
ding to requirements of 
law, and the mandates 
hereof, and make due 
return as the law di
rects

Issued and given un
der my hand and the 
seal of said Court at 
Abilene, Texas, this the 
21st day of November, 
A D. 1984

Attest Janice Lyons
Clerk, County Court at 

Law. Taylor County.
Texas By Vicki Rister, 

Deputy
91-66-4tc

CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO: Gene Gartman, De

fendant, Greeting:
YOU ARE HEREBY 

COMMANDED to ap
pear before the Hon
orable County Court A- 
bilene, Texas, by filing a 
written answer at or 
before 10 o’clock 
A.M of the first Monday 
next^Tter the expiration 
of forty-two days from 
the date of the issuance 
of this citation, same 
being the 14th day of 
Jan. A.D. 1985. to Plan- 
tiff's Petition filed in 
said Court, on the 5th 
day of September A.D. 
19&(, in this cause, num
bered 14 586 on the 
docket of said court and 
styled Interfirst “ B a nk 
Abilene, N.A., Plantiff, 
vs Gene Gartman, De

fendant
A brief statement of 

the nature of this suit is 
‘as follows, to-wit:

A Suit on Installment 
Contract
as is more fully shown 
by Plahtiff’s Petition on 
file in this suit.

If this citation is not 
served within ninety 
days after the date of its 
issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved 

The officer executing 
this writ shall promptly 
serve the same accor
ding to requirements of 
law, and the mandates 
hereof, and make due 
return as the law di
rects

Issued and given un
der my hand and the 
seal of said Court at 
Abilene. Texas, this the 
28th day of November, 
A.D 1984

Attest: Janice Lyons 
Clerk, County Court at 

Law, Taylor County, 
Texas, by Marie Gill, 

Deputy. (Seal) 
91-61-4tc

CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO: Ricky Walker, De
penda n ^ G  r eet i ng:

YOU ARE HEREBY 
COMMANDCED to ap
pear before the Honor
ably County Court at 
Law of Taylor County at 
the Courthouse thereof, 
in Abilene, Texas, by

filing a written answer 
at or before 10 o’clock 
A.M of the first Monday 
next after the expiration 
of forty-two days from 
the date of the issuance 
of this citation, same 
being the 14th day of 
Jan. A.D 1985. to Plan- 
tiff’s Petition filed in 
said Court, on the 5th 
day of Sept A.D. 1984, in 
this cause, numbered 
14,591 on the docket of 
said Court and styled 
Interfirst Bank Abilene, 
N A., Plantiff, vs. Ricky 
Walker, Defendant.

A brief statement of 
the nature of this suit is 
as follows, to-wit:

A Suit on Installment 
Contract
as is more fully shown 
by Plantoff's Petition on 
file in this suit.

If this citation is not 
served within ninety 
days after the date of its 
issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved.

The officer executing 
this writ shall promptly 
serve the same accor
ding to requirements of 
law, and the mandates 
hereof, and make due 
return as the law di
rects. '

Issued and given un
der my hand and the 
seal of said Court at 
Abilene, Texas, this the 
29th dav of Nov A.D. 
1984.

Attest: Janice Lyons 
Clerk, County Court at 

Law, Taylor County, 
Texas, by Marie Gill, 

(Seal)

? { o U d ^
5f)elpers

ME MEUOMt eOWONS

MMOU SUM HiOZEM
ORANGE JU iê E «<»

Make 
Christmas 

Cooking Fun!
UU n»m  « SMURDM-------

MMPt EVAPORATED MIIK 2/G9»»« 
HBtSMEVS CHOCOIATE CHIPS 89̂  « oz

H<wrs tomato sauce s o z  

» m SUCEO CARROTS 2/9r 
KIUFT S H R E P O a  MOZZAREUA CHEESE * oz
■a»rr MARSHMALLOW CREME M«» »oz

WESSON OIL 16oz SUGAR *1^ su
cMMtuNM BATH TISSUE ^1 * * «  r o u  » « k m  q ts  O lEO  6 9 ^  u

MUMIY TOWELS 79* R O U  PRANKS u
NEW UOMO TIDE »1« «  oz M EU O  C R 8 R  BACON *1** IB

CRANBERRIES C
BANANAS 4/us* 

TOMATOES 49* 
0RANGâ~49*

POTATOES *1» MURRO 
MUSHROOMS u 

ORANGES 49* 
T0M AT0K49* . .

LED GRANES 69* u _  APPLES
S B W R  a n z H  o w  n a v  M0 NESBM

M YRA'S G R O C ER Y

IB

TRENT

These bars don’t serve drinks.
Yes. drunk driving is a crime. If you are charged with D W l, as a fitst-nme offender you could 
receive a maximum of two years in prison. And it’s just not worth it.

W hen you’re out vnth fnends, decide who will dnve, and that person won’t drink. Also, if you 
are with a drunk friend, don't let him get behind the wheel.

Drunk driving isn’t someone else’s problem. It’s yours as well.

TXu m giaoie »  mpm K  /nroMb o f the Hnuicm o/ M A P D  T V  Tvotrim InsiMfiiV Com pantei.
Jumri Pkiir Paifii C-cmpany. H yatt W cm Hemaon. Wvucon Tcnan St (xwktm Hnri

ALL SIZES A BREAT SELECTIONS OF FRESH

CHRISTMAS TREES
AS LOW 

AS
$099 SPRUCE*

BAlSJUi*
SCOTCH

P I I E I F M

SIPPUES

HITSm OM  YOUR FAVORIH ARTIST 
ROCK. COURTRY ARD SOUL BREAT GIFT IDEAS

CASSETTE
raPES

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
lALUES TO *7 .1 1  

TOUR CMOICf

^ 7 ^  CHIU A A i
a BISCUITS Z/otr reuenos Vt '

il OiiàiM o6'84 •
M M r w i r u a M n i N i ^ ^  H H *

HAM’S n^99^
HLUD EeUURS

2Í99*
STEAK FINGERS

B .« I .« IE IA T 1 B B

DVUCEU

THRIFT T DOC FOOD

POMEGRAlWrES
6/99*

A LllüíS
C O N V i N I E N C E  S T O R E S

THERE'S ALWAYS S0RKTHIR8 
8000 COORIRB AT ULSUP'S

PRICES EFFECTIVE 
DECEMBER 13*15. 1984
OPEH 24 HOURS EVERYDAY-ICE RIILK* 

BREAD- FRESH PRODUCE SOn DRIRRS 
SIACRS-eROCERIES NMIEY ORDERS- COOK 

ED FOODS AID SELT SERVE BAS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

r  '

L -
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8th grade wins Rotan tournament
Carter's announce daughter

Tha 8lh grade Badgers won the 
Rotan tournannant Saturday by 
baating a good Roby team 36-31 In 
tha championship game. Kenneth 
Jowars had 20 to laad the way with 
Chad Strange adding 9, Frsddy 
Gonzales 4 and Tony Trevino 2.

In the preliminary game, Mer
kel downed Hamlin 32-22. In that 
game, Jowers had 18, Gonzales 8, 
Strange 4 and Trevino 2. Defeating 

. Roby in the finals was nice for the 
8th graders in that Roby was one 
of the few teams to defeat the

81 S tu d y  c lu b  will meet Dec. 17 at Malone’s home

team last year.
On Monday, their record fell to 

3-2 with the second loss of the 
season to Sweetwater.

Merkel's 7th, 8th and 9th grade 
teams will travel to Breckenridge 
Monday for their last game before 
the Christmas break.

The 81 Study Club held 
a recent meeting in the 
home of Vernie Bryan, 
who also served as 
hostess and called the

meeting to order.
Attending were Lor- 

ene Beaird, Vernie Bry
an, Paula Forehand and 
Grace Holt.

Christmas pageant set

The group discussed 
coming activities for the 
year, had refreshments 
and will have their next 
meeting In the home of_

Goldia Malone Dec. 17 
at 4 p.m. when they will 
have a covered dish 
luncheon and exchange 
Christmas gifts.

Countryside Baptist 
Mission will be holding 
their Christmas pro-

gram Dec. 16 at 6 p.m.
The Mission is located 

6 miles North of Merkel 
In the Stith area.

PRICSD 
TP

ITOV SALE 
MONDAY
NO 9 PALMER

c ir c l e  n ew
& DEMONSTRATOR 

TOYS

Nickey & Paula Car
ter have announced the 
recent birth of a daugh
ter, Brittany Nicole in 
Big Spring. She weighed 
in at 7 lbs. 14 ozs.

Paternal grandpar
ents are Calvin & Rob
bie Carter of Merkel and 
maternal grandparents 
are Carolyn Davis artd 
Robert Davis, both of 
Clyde.

CabtMfl« i* 91 oarosnt wstsr^ _  __

Trei farmers in Washing
ton State consider foam cups 
great containers for tree 
seedlings The insulating 
properties of the cups protect 
the plant roots from sudden 
changes in temperature The 
cups also maintain the neces
sary moisture while allow
ing the plant to breathe A 
nurseryman says foam cup> 
are easy to fill with soil-fer- 
tiluer mix. and easy to stack 
and store Keep America 
Beautiful liked the idea so 
well. It sends booklets about 
it to concerned citizens 
and environmental groups 
tbeoii-t«-<it the United States

W r

HERE'S THE BEEF!!
Newspapers Deliver

Audiences 
O f A ll Ages

Texans of all ages are frequent readers of 
the local newspaper. Did you know that the 

majority of Texans read newspapers?

Age

25-34
35-49
50-64
65-plus

Percent
Reading

69%
74.3%
72 .6%
68 .5%

Sovanty and aight-tanths 
p«fe«nt of tha Earth is cov- 
•rod by watar.

To reach Texans of all ages, choose newspapers 
every time!

SOURCE; 1984 Consumer Data Service (CDS) 
Survey of Texas Consumers

ONLY 10
shophno  oays
n u  you KNOW WHEM

THIS IS TO ANNOUNCE THAT M IKE  
RAY HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE  
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR THE .

TEXSAT LINE OF SATELLITE  
ANTENNAS AND PRODUCTS. MIKE  

WILL BE YOUR DEALER FOR SALES 
SERVICE AND INSTALLATION OF 
THIS LINE OF PRODUCTS IN THIS 

AREA
TEXSAT A DIVISION OF V IA  CABLE 
CO. LOCATED IN INGRAM TEXAS IS 

AN ESTABLISHED AND WELL 
RECOGNIZED COMPANY 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE IN 
PRODUCT AND SERVICE FOR 

TEXANS

SUPERSAT
BOX IBS

TRENT. TX 79S61 
9ISB62-6S97

M m H M lE »  DEMBtt 
m i g S P O N M M Y

R)R THAT SPECIAL 
H0UDAT6IR

0R!RNhS0M6nW6 
TO KeORME VONR HOMS 
RNITNE. HOUORf SIMON 

eOME VISIT 0$ NT

W E S T E R N  AHN'S FIOMERS
C A v  H O V S E  V  tots««» m4M3

Santa's

Coming 

To Town!

l o t s R « »  m 4 m

R C tB IB t  m  H «  D M M M  

EMI SffMSW WOKE CMUniWS

- f t '» v l
m m t g

The annual M erkel Chamber o f

Com m erce Christmas Parade will

be held at 10 a.m. Decem ber 15
Downtown

The Chamber will award trophies for:
★  Best Float ★  Best Bicycle ★  Best vehicle

★  Best horse

TROPHIES TO  BE GIVEN ACRO SS FRCJM STARBUCK FURNITURE

MAKE YOUR PLANS N O W  

TO  ATTEND THE PARADE

This ad presented as a public service of The Merkel Mail

*Wc want you to read our MNP

seasons best
4 / i “

a w
BISCUITS 

PORK ft BEANS 
SUCED PEARS 

EVAPORATED MILK 

KARO SYRUP 

VEGETABLE SOUP 

MINUTE RICE 

MINCEMEAT 

MACARONI ft CHEESE

RICE CEREAL 
, ;JEU0 GELATIN 
FRENCH'S MUSTARD 

FOLGERS COFFEE 

FIDDLE FADDIE 

HI DRI PAPER TOMEIS

M R M C

VMCMM4 0Z 

ta  NONTI U<K

m  » 0 1  

■ » M a  t t o z  

HOMiSmi W IHO l

w

w

M  <B

NWSNCN roz w

KRMT DEUBS DNKR

«aune ernst u oz $429
l o z  g / 9 9 $

MOZ

l i t

WIN KiMNR tan oz'

•ou S r
DEISV TISSUE DEUYdNou

)
OBJ

 ̂ BAR B 0 SANDVACM

GAS N GRGG NO S

„ a  •
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PRICES GOOD 
TH U R -FR I^A T  
Oac. 13, 14 A 15 
STORE HOURS 

7:30 AM- 6:30 PM 
MON THRU SAT 

CLOSED ON SUNDAY
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ON V\€DNESDAY 
EACHVWEEK 

Tils otter excludea retail 
Get or>e free. Cigarette or tobacco 
coupons and Returxl Certificatea 

Coupon value canrHM 
exceed value of the Item 

Limit rights reaerved 
Limit one like coupon 

per Customer
Addttior>al coupon may bo 

redeemed at face value
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