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Merkel Without Gas Thursday

Merkelites were shocked
Thursday when gas ser
vice stopped at approx-
imately 11 a.m

Because Merkel is sup-
plied by two lines, one
from Abilene and the other
from Sweetwater, an un-
usual problem arose. The
problem was-- the line out
of Abilene was down due
to repairs when the
Sweelwaler line ruptured

When this happened, all

gas to Merkel was cut off.

Castille Hardware, the
local office for Lone Star
Gas representative Bill
Harris, was swamped with
calls.

Immediately after find-
ing out that no one in town
had gas, Bill Harris called
the Lone Star office in
Abilene. Pat Castille said,

It was amazing how fast
things started popping

around here.In an hour the
extra crews were over
here to start the procedure
for restoring service.”
Two member crews came
from Abilene, Sweetwater
and Stamford.

The first thing the crews
had to do was turn off all
meters before the line
could be repressureized.
By 4 p.m., with hard and

steady work, the men had
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all meters turned off. Pat
Castille said, “‘it was one
of the most coordinated
groups I've ever seen.
They knew exactly what to
do and how to do it
quickly.”

A Lone Star represen-
tative said that a plan for
this type of situation had
been worked out previous-
ly in case of tornadoes and
other types of disasters.

Goals development
selected as key school
district target for Trent

The establishment of a
set of educational goals for
the Trent Public Schools
has been designed by the
Board of Education as a
major target for the Board
and school staff during the
Spring semester

A District Goals De-
velopment Committee will
begin work early in the
year to draft a listing of
preliminary educational
goals. These goals will be
presented to the patrons of
the district and to senior
students at Trent High

School for evaluation in
terms of their relative

importance and the per-
ception of how well the
present programs of the
school district are meeting
the needs indicated. Fol-
lowing this period of com-
munity evaluation, a final
draft of “‘Goals for Public
Education in Trent will be
presented to the Board of
Education for review and
formal adoption. These
goals will then form the
basis for an in depth
examination of the school
program to determine how
well students are prog-

ressing toward the goals
and which areas of the
program may require at-
tention. This program of
self-evaluation will be
conducted by the school
staff during the 1977-78
school year. Results of this
two phased program of
community and staff as-
sessment will be incorpo-
rated into a district
Master Plan which will
serve as a focal point for
planning over a five-year
period.

This program of goals
development, evaluation,

ﬁmmen of the Year, pictured from left to right Donny Cloyd and Jerry Horton.

Annual Firemen Banquet
Held Monday Night

Buchanan 20, Robert Har- Mrs. Leona Wiley and Mr. Deadline for these is

The Merkel Volunteer
Fire Department held
their annual Firemen's
Banquet Monday, F e b-
ruary 14 at the Lions Club
Building.

Otis Wiley, investigator
for the District Attorney
office and former Merkel
resident was guest speak-
er. He spoke on his belief
in God had gotten him
where he is today.

Honored as Firemen ot
the Year was shared by
Donnie Cloyd and Jerry
Horton. Cloyd has been in
the fire department 3
years and Horton, 11 years
and is president of the fire
department.

“Years of service was
announced with Waymon
Adcock 35, Rex Martin 29,
A. L. Chancey 24, Roy

1

ris 16, Billy Lucas 14,
Henry Brady and Jerr{
Horton both 11, Pat Pal-
larez 8, Roy Schultz 5 and
Ikey Garrett 4.

Serving 3 years are
Donnie Cloyd, Leroy Aust-
erman, Jackie Cannon,
Ben Cox, Richard
Hernandez. For 2 years
service Bob Reynolds,
Ray King, Jack Martin,
Joe Swinney. In the de-

rtment for 1 year are

aul Crouse, Donald Mar-
tin, Bart Whisenhunt,
Mitchell Atkinson and
Ray DelaCruz.

Guest included Mr. and
Mrs. Joe McDuff, Mayor
and Mrs. Lou David Allen,
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Mor-
gan, Mrs. Fannell Boney,

and Mrs. Otis Wiley.

and plan-making will be
undertaken in accordance
with standards adopted by
the State Commission on
School Accreditation in
1974, which called for a
greater and more inten-
sive development of edu-
cationally ac-
countable programs based
upon responsible local
control.

Roy Neff will chair the
Goals Development Com-
mittee of the Trent Public
Schools which includes
among its members:
Bruce Thomas, Betty Kin-
ard, Vera Sharp, Betty
Freeman, Rosemary
Bland, Kenny Nance and
Glynn Dunn.

NOTICE
to all Chamber
members

Benny Melton, manager
of the Merkel Chamber of
Commerce, has asked that
all chamber members
turn in their ballots for
directors. The deadline for
casting ballots is Monday,
morning, February 28th.

Bonus Bucks
deadline

Benny Melton reported
that approximately $30 of
bonus bucks are still out,

March 9th.

CAP to Help

Winterize

Mrs. Leon Harris, local
Community Action Pro-
gram representative, has
announced that CAP is
putting into action a pro-

m that will help local
amilies that fit wit?u'n the
mwerty guidelines. Fam-
es that are within these
guidlines will be allowed
to get help in winterizing if
they own thier home.

Mrs. Harris also said
that poverty guideline
families should contact
her if the need help in
starting a garden this
year. Seeds in particular
will be available.

Anyone that needs hel
and can qualify shoul
contact Mrs. Harris at
928-5204 or 928-5859.

Most Merkel residents
had their gas service re-
stored by late Thursday
evening. The out of town
crew checked out of
the local office Friday
afternoon at 5:30. Almost
all residents and business
had service by this time—
however, Bill Harris
worked Saturday to finish
up on residents who had
not been at home the pre-
vious day

Pictured from left to right, are: Mrs. Bert Chapman, Mrs. J. T. (Jake) McMillon,
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Mrs. Joe McDuff and Mrs. Felton Saverance

Luncheon Honors

Judges,

Commissioners Wives
at state convention

eon for wives, conference
activities included ses-
sions on revenue sharing
and other legislative act-
ions on the national level,
public health services in
Texas counties, the crim-

Four Taylor County res-
idents, Mrs. Bert
Chapman, Mrs. J..T.
(Jake) McMillon, Mrs. Joe
McDuff, and Mrs. Felton
Saverance, were among

Service, county govern-
ment and community
development, new and im-
rector, the Texas Agricul-
tira extension Service
The three-day confer-

counties and the Texas
Agricultural Extension
proved correction-
al centers for Texas- and
a legislative report from
the Texas Association of

guests at a luncheon hon-
oring the wives of the
officials who attended the
19th annual County Judges
and Commissioners Con-

inal justice svstem and
funding, improving pro-
ductivity in county gov-
ernment and community

Countries by Sam Clonts,
executive director. Other
speakers included Rlaph
Tabor, National Associat-
ion of Counties, the Hon.

ence is part of the County
Officials Program of the
Texas Agricultural Exten-
sion Service, The Texas
A&M University System in

development, new and
improved productivity in
county government, Texas

ference February 1-3 in
College Station.
In addition to the lunch-

By Martha Sve

Justice

Things were really popping around Merkel this past
Thursday. Along with a small grass fire behind The
Merkel Mail office and gas being off all over town-——it
was almost too much for one day. I think it would be
a fair guess to say that local Lone Star Gas
representative, Bill Harris, is glad the crisis is over.

Brother N. S. Daniels is home after a lengthy stay
in the hospital. the last report was that he is
recuperating very well.

I talked to Annette Clark today to see if she had
heard any news and if she had pulled any dumb
stunts lately. Her reply-—-I pull about three every
day-—-but I'm sure not going to tell you about it--So-I
would appreciate it if someone would keep an eye on
her and then when you catch her in one of her dumb
stunts—-Call me immediately'

News Flash!-—--Annette Melton cleaned house this
past weekend and would like to notify all friends,
relatives and neighbors to come over to visit just as
soon as possible——that is——before Benny, Jan and
Ann tear it up again!

I heard this week that one of the ladies in Lambda
Beta Sorority, (She wouldn’t let me use her name)
has a husband that always prepares sugper for her
and the family on sorority meeting nights.-—I just
wonder if all the other husbands do the same——How
about it girls?

Fred and Leta Heady seem to be in good spirits this
week after a short vacation. A little bird told me that
they also had another reason for being so happy' If
I'm not mistaken-——a big bird is going to be calling at
their home!

An early congratulations to Jo Wheeless and Bob
Hooks who plan to be married sometime this coming
weekend. \

L. B. (Lonnie) Hester is now in Hendrick Hospital.
Lonnie’s family has asked that anyone wishing to
give blood in his name to the blood bank would be
appreciated. The type of blood donated is not
i nt——as Iot?n:l it is in Lonnie’s name, it will
help in paying for his expenses.

cooperation with the
County Judges and Com-
missioners Association of
Texas

Mark White, Texas sec-
retary of state, and Dr
Daniel C. Pfannstiel, di-

News and Thoughts

This note comes from Pug & Leo's Restaurant-
WANTED-Will the person that took the picture off the
wall in the ladies restroom--PLEASE, PLEASE,
bring it back!-— -or please come and pick up the
mate to it hanging in the mens restroom. (I hope the
person that took this picture will return it. The
picture means a lot to the Harris'es and they would
definitely like to have it back.)

The Merkel Brownie 'I‘roop 107 would like to thank
the people of Merkel for supporting the girls by
buying Girl Scout cookies. the girls raised a total of
$652.50

62 Years Ago-—Roy C. Elliott was in Merkel
Sunday meeting with boyhood friends. During the last
six years Roy has been employed in the Army and is
now with the recruiting department.

63 Years Ago-In August 1913 the City of Merkel
purchased a horse drawn apparatus as an addition to
our Fire Department. Probably this hase was
prompted in the minds of those who made the
purchase by knowing that in addition to giving our
town better protection—it would also lower our
key-rate. Merkel is entitled to a reduction of three
cents in our key-rate

43 Years Ago-hose attending the session of the sixth
district of the W.O.W. in Abilene Thursday night of
last week were: R. T. Blair, H. C. Reid, J. R. Walker,
Lige Harris, W. L. Blair, R. H. Mathews, W. M.
Elliott, A. D. Barker, A. J. Lloyd, Arnold Lloyd,
Judson Lloyd and Joe Reneau.

22 Years Ago-A temporary chamber of commerce
organization was formed after the Lions Club
meeting with Ralph Duncan of the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce present.

The Lions Club Chamber of Commerce Committee
was made temporary directors. They were: David
Gamble, chairman, Nolan Palmer, Herman Carson,
Lester Dorton, Tommy Odum with four more being
appointed, Sam Swann, Horace Boney, Booth Warren
and George Rowland.

Leon Walker kept the minutes of the meeting.

to down town Merkel with her purse sitting upright on
the trunk of her car. All the way in she said that she
noticed her daughter, Sarah driving behind her

waving her hands and lcdhvery s . When
finally stopping in town, S.G her if

knew where her purse was-—and is
discoverdd it sitting on the trunk of
with everything entact. How Lucky

i
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| school Board Election

THE MERKEL MAIL

Thursday, February 24, 1977 PAGE 2

Deadline March 2nd

the last
candidate
¢ Merkel
s also the

er and be

(One 2

year term and two 3 year
terms

Places up for election
are presently held by
Jacky Reynolds, Dink
Whisenhunt and Leroy
Teaff

To date Barbara Fowl-
er, Leroy Teaff and Dink
Whisenhunt have filed for
a place on the ballot. The
election will be held Sat-
urday, April 2, 1977. Poling
places are set for the
Merkel High School gym
and the Tye Elementary
Cafeteria

=ick Pav exclusion changed

WIing
X ae a
ck pay

dad

it

i \q‘v‘}\

naer

to $5,200 a year of disabil-
v income

'he $5.200 maximum
exclusion 1s reduced once
income reaches $15,000
ind phases out when
ncome reaches $20,200

laxpayers can find ad-
fitional information 1n
Publication 522, ‘“Tax In-
formation on Disability
and by check-

> 'SE
Payments

Valentine Dance for Sweethearts

Lambda Beta Members
of Beta Sigma Phi at-

The Merkel Riding Club
held their first meeting of
1977, February 17th. The
purpose of the meeting
was to elect new officers.

New officers are as
follows: President-Walter
Whisenhunt, Vice
President- M. L. Dokey,
Secretary-Nan Campbell,

Emmett

Womack Dies

Emmett Womack, 74, of
Noodle died at 9:45 p.m.
Sunday at his home of an
apparent heart attack.

Services were at 10:30
a.m. Thursday, February
17th at the Noodle Baptist
Church

tended

t he Valentine Civic Center. Sweethearts

Dance Saturday, F e t- selected by each of the 17
ruary 12th at the Abilene chapters comprising the

Riding Club News

Reporter-Klvalois Hat-
field, Arena Directors-Don
Simpson and Oscar
Vaughn, Trail Boss-
Benny Carroll, Head of
Horse Show-Barbara
Whisenhunt and L. J.
Grey.
The next meeting is to
be held sometime in
March

Q--May the child of a
totally and permanently
service-connected disabl-
ed veteran receive on-the-
Job training or enroll in a
correspondence course?

A-Apprenticeship or on-
the-job training is avail-
able to children; however,
only spouses, widows or
widowers may take cor-
respondence courses.

L

Beta Sigma Phi City
Council were presented.
Judy Elliott, Lambda Beta
Sweetheart was presented.
The music for the dance
was provided by Southern
Comfort, a four-piece band
from San Angelo. Mr. and
Mrs. E. A. Click were
special guests and were
presented a check from
the benefit of the Tasting
Tea held in memory of the
Click’s daughter Donea.
Bill Askew, drama teacher
at Lincoln Junior high
was emcee for the
evening.

Venetian Blind Repair,
Custom Picture Framing,

Disposable Vacuum Bags,
Shampooer And Waxer
Rental are all available ot

Lambda Beta Chapter
members and their guests
that attended the dance
were as follows: Mr. and
Mrs. Lee Yaddow, Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Elliott, My
and Mrs. Jim Allday, Mr
and Mrs. Ricky Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Lucas.
Mr. and Mrs. John
Henslee, Mr. and Mrs
Harold Hohhertz, Mr. and
Mrs. David Leddy, Mr
and Mrs. Larry Teaff Mr
and Mrs. Paul Moore, Mr
and Mrs. Toby Tyler, Mr
and Mrs. Rodney Ham
bright, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Willingham, and Mr. and
Mrs. Kenny Hogan

:0000000000000“000000000000000000:

ng the instructions in
neir lax packages

N B SENIOR CITIZENS
L SCHEDULE EVENTS

Ist Monday of
Month Singing

gt 4 ] e

n work sabil 2nd Tuesday Noon
Working at Bassett p ! Covered Dish
V'S ' Monda : - Game Nights
Every Thursday

& 4th Monday

4th Thur. Gome
Night Reserved for
Talented Amateurs.

WESTERN AUTO

¢ _ Reddy's
vy helpful tips

for your

SLOME LAUNDRY

Retha Parker

Retha Parker, a senior perati
in Merkel H gh School. is 10ng g
the daughter of Mrs. E_ A :
Mattingley time

Rehta’s husband's name Ret
1S Steve member

This i« Retha's first Honor Socie
year in MOC and she ticipate
thorough enjoys served
Electric Cooperative "She

fire under th
er not

Stan fnr(l s Electre

TV REPAIR

FINISHED & UNFINISHED PLASTEE

C.B. RADIOS AND SUPPLIES _t | ng &

123 KENT MERKEL 928-5762 ¢ thes without seed for

B et

CAL TEX St v e M e &

BUYERS OF
CATTLE MILO AND
HAY

ROUTE 2 BOX 128

Bookiet from

- Mo Frigidaire

Home Environment Divisson of General Motors

WEST TEXAS UTILITIES COMPANY

VA

tral anvd South West System

TRENT, TEXAS

915-862-2951
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are With you..,

Each depositor insured to $40000
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W COST

As a special service to farmers and ronchers we're offering new, low-cost loan

plans on an annual or monthly payment basis. We moke it our business to under-
stand the financial problems of the

modern farmer and rancher. Whether

buy new machinery, we have o speciol

loan program to svit your individual

needs, ot low bank rates! Let us help

financial business.

THE FARMERS AND MERCHANTS
NATIONAL BANK

“SERVING MERKEL & COMMUNITY FOR 72 YEARS”

928-4728
1 22222 222 2222222222222 222 2 XXV RL
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DORITOS

TRIAL 5 QT.
SIZE PAIL
THURS. FRI. & SAT.
FEB. 24-25. A A A A A A A A A e e e ERR
25-26th {  HOT BAR-B-QUE i' WITH *10% PURCHASE
:. BEANS :: EXCLUDING CIGARETTES ’
{ s
{ PIMENTO CHEESE § 3 LB CAN

HORMEL KOUNTRY FRESH

BACON . . BREAD

)

i
=

EL CHICO
MEXICAN -SALTILLO-

e o QUESO-ENCHILADA
BOUNTY ‘ e
Wigs Dinners 59°
|

HORMEL

5

FRANKS ..79°

Chuck Roastw89°
Club Steak .*P*°
SHORT Rlbs o 53" Ol

HORMEL i

! F ' TEMPLE 1
SAUSAGE 12 0Z 8 { e 79° ¢ Oranges LB 250 :
INSTANT TEA /& #1% :i’,‘fLCf(“L*gg"“'v;‘;’g; 49¢! GI(E & Tos 'Strawberries pr 49c

LIPTON
:
3- 24

NABISCO ; 1! £
3
1
4

Y

)

3

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

y

)

)

)

>

)

)

)

)

I
{

' HANDY PAK :

CRINKLE CUT 5 LB BAG I

y

)

)

)

)

)

)

y

:

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

>

)

)

]

PP Py i
N i
|

ROLL 4

{Potatoes *1”

{
E KEITH {

s

"Cut COl'n 1% LB

|
P R e~

|

- IVORY

e e

T e

CRACKERS B 49¢{T M0 = TRIAL | f

e ;  Apple BUTTER 69‘:1 sze . 1 (fiLettuce 29:

Salad Dressing or 69° § CRACKIV' GOOD 9% 0Z : TIDE Green

HERSHEYS 16 OZ o 'c:Marshmallow Pies 4<9c :' OIIIODS 2/2

Chocolate Syrup 49 i s . S e -

DEL MONTE " § ¢ GT ;
AN °/DRY MILK sor $#]89¢ ¢ ¢ b Potatoes s 89"

P R~ AAAA‘A

NN

)

)

DEL MONTE '
S rec, § ‘?US E
GAL E

. 2

KRAFT ’

T 20¢ M o' 15 20¢
49°
'Sauerkraut™ 29¢
Sloppy Joes™™69°

ICATSUP = w35

THRIFTY MAID
NO 2% CAN

BETTY CROCKER : ;

%No%%Cake Mix 7 9°;

Buttermﬂk ol

e e e e

B R R B I N A s P

Eae _ . ‘

of ELL USDA APPROVED REFRIGERATED AIR PARKING LOT W Rein }

! 300 CAN TO REDEEM 1633 K. $2CONS Double Premiums |
: FOOD STAMPS :
=P01‘k & Beans 2/ 4'9 __On WEDNESDAY OM |
E o ——" AT 10:00 A.M.

)

$5.00
MINIMUM
DELIVERY

Save Valuable
Cash Register Tapes
5713 2 : ’_Of Preminms




THE MERKEL MAII
PAGE 4 Thursday, February 24, 1977

R REN

FO

| REAL ESTATE |

$250 FOR $1.00

MERKEL MAIL SILVER We pay 25¢

‘Quick Action’

for silver dimes

ALl Rl L I Y S RS )

FOR THOSE GOOD

M Kent

AN Types pm. James Davis, 928-5656

50-tfc

Welding

NCOME TAX PREPARATION
Five years experience Call after 3

Merkel, Texas
Phone 928-5545

WE WISH TO THANK
Everyone who extended

Ivies, Pansies, Shade and
Flowering Trees and
Shrubs, Vegetable Plants
and Supplies. Send $1.00

1) FoR RESULTS b4

Mulberry
Canyon

. RENT Nce country home SHELL PRODUCTS MERKEL VFW s i3 g e
- 66785 for details STOP BY :’\m;m{ E GROOM POST 5683 WE WANT TO TAKE ;Z(;i;ggf\l,[',—l%ti odge, H N
' S NG-Friday, 1405 Heath, THIS OPPORTUNITY to 3 '
Mg . : MONTHLY . -
\ ¢ . ONE BEDROOM AND D'SHMAN,S 9"-’3,:445;\'(11.»\[)1101\0 6771193, REG. MEETING thank each one of you for 1-1tp 4 ews
- \ THREE Bedroom Cathy Kelley the many acts of kindness Mulberry Canv
> apartments available for SHELL ~_495te 30 P4 and Christian love in our F O R SALE-2 bedroom n:('t '\1(,;:(1;\9“ lj*t“
Ry 3 . i ) FOK INE irniture ) 1 R o) . J? ¢
ipplication. For further FINE F SECOND THURSDAY  sorrow in the loss of our home. Call 928-5723 rer
imfonmio i Woll gan gnes M KEwNT o] s & hattes T AUXILIARY loved one. Thanks for the 1-1t FUATY 14 4t Their siuh
A\ S NEEDED Hory .diu‘!'a call 928-5038 928-5222 prices sit Ra POST & LADIES uxiL b iful fl A 5 d p house
. ind or homes. two opE ‘;“‘ Fabrics, 1120 Buternut, Y'ALL COME NOW! eautitul flowers an S o President Dee Dee Ma-
\den Real Estate, >BEDROOM trail- || MECHANIC ON DUTY Abilene. Professional up- R ot thanks to Brother ROSES, 99 cents EACH, gonheimer called the
t‘:,“:‘r‘ n‘: .l~ or b:"tf.»rm‘. nstery sva S MASONIC MEETING ‘Kenne‘th ftor the hcomforta Hardy tﬁ'ub-Zero ‘.-\zult{ils- meeting to order
47 ion go by \."‘.: Ash T et ~v'\.» ’ Stated meeting of Mer- ;ng S‘é‘%‘urzs | 'ewread 9 (‘gan f’a(‘h- H"_‘“’“”g Cindy Hutchings led the
1-2t¢ NEED OW 1S THE TIME to have ‘,&,e; Lodge No. 710 o rom God s Holy Word. Dogwoods, 9 cents each, 4y pledge and prayer
SEAT COVER B ol NP Q , oW f Central Ajre /\PA2nd Saturday and 4t Thanks to the dear women Grape Vines, 99 cents  Gheila Swinney led the
CENTER \ ' P A New Water Well B s i ':( “"'X“- An hursday of each month  who prepared the delicious each, Peach Trees, 99 American l’lodgi'
Seat Cf’""’ " A ‘ - > Drilled? Also Install work done. Call u( 2 SAOY ey ,m" i M‘%(. me meal, and most O‘f all -""‘f'f cents ‘ouch and many Secretary Sherri Wil
vek Cushitns x ¥ { 73 Amerine, Merkel. 928-4a7, Members urged to attend, prayers. May God bless more. Send for 1977 Spring |iams gave the roll call
*Door Panels / { Meyers Subs & 46-tfe " WILEY NOAH, WM each one, i§ our prayer Growers Surplus Catalog '1;1‘1 "rm(‘, the minutes 3
.:;';'d"?"" X \/ . Jocuzzi Jets NEED HELP-Call ¢ ‘.l:e.;* " RCY MASHBURN, Sec'y always. listing Berry Plants Jo \‘nnu Talent g;;ve a
iners \ ) 128= 9 or come | he - e o iSbvntibianslne | . £ ¢ ¢
: ieeccssecceccceces BROBERT HIGGINS youth Center at 1028 North SO8 MONNENTS d!\[/.l‘rs. }l{omer Campbell i*”c_*“'b””‘(-“- B | U € report on the Rifle Club
677-1349 WE PAY 928-5998 First between 9 and 11 a.n 3 an “?m;;‘;d Mrs. Odell )((lr;“” t(hu ) Can 'l‘;""- meeting
AB/ 26-tf - e . virysaninemums, Baby  gherrie Dunn gave a
LENE I50% OVER FACE CUSTOM PLOWING, Chiseling CEMETERY CURBING Andilrson 4 D 3 Evergreens, Ferns, Foli- . op 6t on the gTavlur
S pIin tar m n Mr. an rs. ‘ » Plé s 3 g N ) - . e
FOR BEST RESULTS VALUE FOR AU LUCAS & HAYS J""’flg 4 2;29:79} way and MA. Sarg/ Noster ARaartte :ll‘st)e[sll?‘tl.'ai‘l:l'lljj;!tls‘”]?}l'z\i?it' (::mti :fll Food i\(h(m
' - i v s, G S, Stock Show results were
AT LOWEST COST US SILVER COINS WELDING 50-4tp 1404 Herring Dr 1-1tp iolus, Ground Covers, gl\'l‘(n by Leslie ‘-,,]:1 I)c:'

also
and Sheila

Dee Masonheimer,
Tommy
Swinney

: M : . OVERWEIGHT? New comfortingwords and help ; ; Sherrie Dunn introduced
Classified Ads PRATTS COIN & Ph. 9355650 o N;’:Egy';sc“};g&oa%% Alginess diet plan to help N our recent loss. For )ild";”’ft}“‘rd"hl‘[’“l”: “t”‘ her guest, Robert Boyd
928-5794 ALACE- ! : 3 g your calls, beautiful floral 0rder) for calalog 1to: \hg gave the program i
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Why are you faking my picture?

This is what Misti Hatley seems to be saying as her

picture was taken!

Misti is the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Jim Hatley of Trent. Maternal grandparetns are
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Swinney. Paternal grandparent
i1s Mrs. Linnie Hatlex of Merkel

Maxine Mansfield Dies

Mrs. J. L
Mansfield, 64, 1025 North
18th died at 7:15 a.m
Monday, February 21st at
her home of natural
causes. Services were at 3
p.m. Wednesday, Feb
ruary 23rd in Elliott-Hamil
Chapel of Faith

The Rev. Oscar Fanning
pastor of the Wiley Baptist
Church officiated, assisted
by Bill Austin, pastor at
University Baptist. Burial
was in ElImwood Memorial
Cemetery

Born Maxine Benson
December 9, 1912 in Ham-
lin, she was graduated
from Hamlin High School
in 1930 and entered
Hendrick School of Nurs

Maxine)

ing in 1932. She was
employed as nurse at
Hendrick until retirement
in 1966. Mr. and Mrs. J. L.
Mansfield were married
October 11, 1945, in Abi-
lene. She was a member of
University Baptist
Church.

Survivors include her
husband; a brother,
Carroll Benson of Merkel;
a nephew, Bob Benson of
Colorado City; and a
niece, Ann Scott of Austin.

Pallbearers were Bob
Benson, Arthur E. Hall,
Ray Trammell, Bill Scott,
Buster Farr, James Farr,
J. T. Watts and Arthur E.
Hall.

Joseph Roberst Dies

Joseph Henry Roberts,
M. of Merkel died at 10:40
am. Thursday, February
17th at Starr Nursing
Home following a short
illness . Services were at 3
p.m. February 18th at
Starbuck Chapel

The Rev Russell

McAnally, pastor of the
United Methodist Church,
and Larry Gill of the
Church of Christ officiat
ed Burial was at Rose Hill
Cemetery directed by

Starbuck Funeral Home.

Born November 15, 1882,
in Wise County, Roberts
moved to Oklahoma as a
child. He married Lillie
Mae Cochran in 1908 in
Grannett, Oklahoma. Mrs.
Roberts died in 1916. Mr.
Roberts then moved to
Chico in 1917 where he was
a grocery merchant and
married Dona Bell Adams
in 1928. They moved to the
Merkel area in 1938 and
Mrs. Roberts died in 1949.

Mr. Roberts was em-
ployed as an instrument
repairman for the White
Music Company in Abilene
and retired in 1949. He was
a member of the
Methodist church.

Survivors include two
sons, Roy Roberts of
Arlington and Troy

Roberts of Dallas; two
daughters, Ruby Foster of
Merkel and Mrs. Fern
West of Arlington; a
nephew, Glenn Howard of
Artesia, New Mexico; nine
grandchildren; and 14
iﬂ randchlldren

SERVICE

REGULAR,

PHONE 928-534]

MERKEL FINA
STATION

WHERE THEY NOW HAVE

AUTO STATE INSPECTION
UNLEADED, ond ETHYL

Pallbearers were Wil-
liam Cypert, Troy Sloan,
Vessie Justice, Frank
Breaux, Joe Cypert and
Lewis Corder.

Community

Service
grant

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Congressman Omar
Burleson announces the
approval of a $37,298 Com-
munity Service Adminis-
tration grant to the Asper-
mont Small Business De-
velopment Center, Incor-
porated. The grant is
effective March 1, 1977,
and will run for twelve
months.

The areas served are
communities within 17
counties including Knox,
Haskell, Jones, Fisher,
Kent, Stonewall, Taylor,
Nolan, Floyd, Crosby,
Garza and Scurry.

The funds will be used
for a program that will
assist in establishing or
expanding business and
services operated by local
individuals and groups;
encouraging the location
of outside industry for the
communities; and promo-
ting tourism projects and
the development of natu-
ral resources.
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Girl Scout Week starts March 6th

Girl Scouts are cele-
brating their 65th anni-
versary on March 12, 1977.
It all began with Juliette
Low who had helped Sir
Robert Baden-Powell and

his wife, Lady Baden-
Powell with the beginnings
of Girl Scouting in

England, returned to her
home in Savannah,
Georgia, bringing with
her the new program for
girls of the United States.
The first troop was formed
on March 12, 1912 with
eighteen girls.

Girl Scout Week this
year will be observed 6-12.
Traditionally there are
seven Service Days, each
emphasizing a particular
activity:

Girl Scout Day is on
Sunday, renewing the
Promise: ““On my honor I
will try to serve God-my
country and mankind, and
to live by the Girl Scout
Law.” Homemaking Day
is Monday; Citizenship
Day is Tuesday; Health
and Safety Day is Wed-
nesday; International
Friendship Day is Thurs-
day; Arts Day is Friday;
and Out-of-Doors Day is
Saturday.

In honor of the 50th

anniversary of the Juliette
Low World Friendship
Fund Girl Scouts this
year will put especial
emphasis on International
Friendship Day of the Girl
Scout Week. Juliette Low
felt that the worldwide
family circle of friendship
with girls is important to
young people who want a
world of friends. In ob-
servance of this Golden
Anniversary, an opportun-
ity has been provided for
all Girl Scout members to
know about the Juliette
Low World Friendship
Fund that each troop
might contribute to the
World Association of Girl
Scouts and Girl Guides by
giving to the fund.

Girl Scouts give to the
JLWF Fund ANYTIME, at
troop meetings or special
occassions such as Juliette
Low’s October 31 Birth-
day, Thinking Day, Feb-
ruary 22, or Girl Scout
W e e k, International
Friendship Day.

Contributions are made
by girls who give a penny
donation for “‘each year of
age,”” ‘‘each centimeter
around their waist,”
‘‘each button on their
clothing,”” each ‘* kilo-

IRS will compute tax

Taxpayers can elect to

have the Internal Revenue
Service compute their in-
come tax on either the
short Form 1040A or long
Form 1040 if they have an
adjusted gross income of
$20,000 or less. Persons
filing Form 1040 must also
take the standard deduc-
tion to qualify for the
computation.
A nother require-
ment, according to the
IRS, is that the taxpayer’s
income must be solely
from wages, salary, tips,
dividends, interest, pen-
sions and annuities.

To take advantage of
IRS computing the tax, the

Obtain Proof of

taxpayer need only com-
pute certain portions of his
or her tax return, attach
all W-2 forms, sign the
return, and mail it by
April 15 to the address
listed in the tax instruction
booklet.

The tax will be de-
termined from the proper
tax table and the taxpayer
will either receive a re-
fund for any overpayment
or be notified of the
amount of any tax due.

Exact details of which
portions of the return must
be completed in order to
have IRS compute the tax
appear in the tax package
instructions mailed earlier
to each taxpayer.

Crop Ownership

With Grain Warehouse Receipt

AUSTIN-AIll Texas grain
farmers are urged to obtain

official grain warehouse
receipts for their stored crop,
according to Agriculture
Commissioner John C,
White.

‘“Farmers who receive
nothing more than weight

tickets as proof of deposit of
their grain should exchange
them for official receipts as
soon as possible to ensure
maximum protection under
the law,”” White said.

In the event of a grain
warehouse failure, a weight
ticket holder could easily be
inviting lengthy legal

haggling before taking
possession of his grain, since
scale tickets in themselves do
not necessarily constitute
legal proof of ownership.

On the other hand, White
stated, warehouse receipts,
obtained upon request from
any grain warehouse, provide
clearcut proof of ownership
as legal negotiable
instruments,

According to the Texas
Department of Agriculture
officials, warehouse receipts
would have priority in any
case of forced closure or
bankruptcy.

SOFT COLORS,
BEAUTIFUL

SIZES 12%, 14%,
and 16%

DRESSES ARE
FASHIONABLE AGAIN!

WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED A NEW

ASSORTMENT OF SPRING DRESSES
WHICH WE PURCHASED AT A
SPECIAL PRICE, AND WE ARE
OFFERING THEM TO YOU AT

¥ OFF THE
REGULAR
PRICE

FEMININE STYLES

BRAGG’S

EXCLUSIVE,
BUT NOT EXPENSIVE

gram of weight’’ or by any
other system.

Girls know WHY they
give: to share friendships
with ‘‘sisters’’ in other
cultures; to help support
the four world centers
where Guides and Scouts
can get to know each
other; to help Scouts in
other lands who need
trainers and equipment,
and to help girls who
travel across national
borders.

A 1977 goal for the West
Texas Girl Scout Council
is to have each troop
contribute to the Juliette
Low World Friendship
Fund. One hundred per-
cent troop participation
will make our Council
eligible to apply for the
special Juliette Low 50th
Anniversary Recognition
medal in commemoration
of Council efforts to extend
opportunities for inter-
national understanding to
their membership. The
Franklin Mint is casting
the bronze medals show-
ing Juliette Low's head on
the obverse side and the
World Friendship logo on
the reverse.

WWI vefs

The World War 1
Veterans and Ladies
Auxiliary met February
19th at the R. E. A.

building for a covered dish

luncheon.

Plans were made for the |

District meeting of the
17th District which will
meet March 19th at the R.
E. A. building in Merkel.
There were 19 present
which are as follows: Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Criswell,
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Baze,
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs.
Kidd, Mr. and Mrs. Dent
Gibson, Mr. and Mrs. Karl
Bonneaux, Mr. Slim Rey-
nolds, Mrs. Dewie
Flemming, Mrs. Ruth
Cox, Mrs. Trula Cox, Mrs.
Vallie McLaurin, Mr s.
Madge Crane and Mrs.
Ora Griggs.

Mrs. Harrison has im-
Keoved and is again up in

r wheel chair part time.
Thanks to Dr. Sadler and
to the staff for their good
care for her.

We miss Mr. Henry
Roberts very much. He
went so fast with a heart
attack we can’t hardly
realize he is gone. He was
S0 appreciative of every
little thing that we did for
him. The care was good
the food was good and he
had nothing but praise for
the home and when he
went off for a few hours he
was anxlous to get “‘back
home.” He was such a
darling man and we know
that God welcomed him
home although he let him
stay here for 94 years. We
express our sympathy to
his family

Q. Are there more lamp bulbs
In your car or in your home?

...

A. Surprisingly, there are
more bulbs in the typica
American car than in the
average home. Another sur

prising fact is that at least
one, and sometimes as many
as 10, individual products
used in virtually every domes
tic and passenger vehicle that
comes off Detroit’'s produc

made by

tion line
company, Wagner. It's a «

are

poration that has achieved
world-wide recognition as a
major manufacturer and
marketer of a wide range of
high-quality automotive prod
ucts designed to help the
dniver stop safely, see and be
seen more clearly. Interesting
ly, this B0-year-old firm was
once known by several names
—Wagner-Lockheed, Tung-Sol
and Wagner Tung-Sol. Now it
18 known by one name. Wagner
Which makes it a lot easier
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Starr Nursing Home News

Joyce Minnich, Director
of Nurses, entered
Hendrick Hospital Thurs-
day afternoon, had minor
surgery Friday and came
home Saturday and was
back on the job Monday.
Glad it wasn’'t serious.

Thanks to the family of
Henry Roberts for the nice
clothes they gave the
home. Someone can get
use out of them and will
appreciate them.

Services at the Nursing
Home Sunday mornin
were by the Church o
Christ group and were
enjoyed by all, but there
will be one vacancy next
Sunday. Eddie Whisenhunt
was up to the singing in his
wheel chair. We knew he
was seriously ill but he
was able to be up some-
times and Sunday morning
was one of the times.

He had eaten a good
supper Sunday night and
was eating breakfast when
he had an attack, he
grabbed his chest and
oxygen was immediately
administered but he was
gone in minutes before the
ambulance was able to get
to the nursing home after
Dr. Warren had ordered
him to the hospital. We
thank J. H. Wimberly for
staying with him in his
last minutes he lived after

! his attack. He was a nice

person also a good resi-
dent and it was nice that
when he realized he was
no longer able to care for
himself h e voluntarily
came to the home with a
nephew and admitted
himself We will miss him

from our home.

A group of members
from the Church of God
Prophecy of Tye filled
their appointment Sunday
afternoon. The singing
was good and everyone
helped them sing. One
man came and brought his
guitar which helped a lot
as there was no pianist.
W e appreciated the
visitors attending.

Cora Shugart our night
medication nurse is feel-
ing better and we hope she
can still continue to im-
prove but she has lost no
time off the job which we
appreciated as I say we
have a real good staff at
this time.

Brenda Roberts, Ad-
ministrator has just com-
pleted a six month medi
cation Nurse course from
Cisco College

We have a new kitchen
employee, Martha Jean
Dunn of Trent. We think
she is really good and very
interested in her job. We
hope she will be happy
with us. We wish to thank
her for all the nice quilt
scraps, she gave the home
to make lap robes

Thank you Larry Gill for
the nursing home schedule
you left on my door
Sunday night. I needed it
to know who is supposed to
nold services so I can
*heck and we can get the
residents out to church in
ime if we have services

| WESTERN AUTO
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New addition architect, Don Hampton

Bearty Pageant
Date Set

LLambda Beta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi will spon

sor this vears Miss Merkel

Beauty Pageant. It will be
held April 16th the
Merkel Auditorium. Local

and area businesses who
would like to sponsor a girl
should contact Pat Cas
tille, 928-5310 or B846-4431

T'here will be five divisions
for the girls. The first
1ivision will be Preschool
giris three years of age
through five who have not
started Kindergarten. The

second division will be
Kindergarten through sec
ond grade. The third div-
ision will be third grade
through fifth grade. The
fourth division will be
sixth grade through eighth
grade The fifth division
will be ninth through
twelfth grade The winner
of the fifth division (ninth
through 12th grade) will
be crowned Miss Merkel
For more information and
to register, contact Milly
Bright 928-5680 after four
o'clock

Garden Potential

Home vegetable gardens
could pay off handsomely
in 1977 due to current

, vegetable market condi-

tons, says a horticulturist
with the Texas Agricul-
tural Extension Service

‘Weather calamities in
Florda and Califorma and
less than ideal conditions
in South Texas will cause
a sharp increase in the
price of both fresh and
processed fruits and vege-
tables this spring,’' points
out Sam Cotner. “‘This
means that home garden-
ers may be able to realize
a substantial savings this
vear by growing many of
their own groceries

So Cotner encourages
homeowners and others
interested in starting a
vegetable garden to start
planning now

‘The key to a productive
garden is to start planning
early,” he emphasizes

““This means deciding on
what to plant, getting the
proper variety of seeds or

Medicaid
Written
Testimony

M any representatives
from the public sector,
including a number of
welfare recipients, were
unable to offer oral testi-
mony to the Medicaid
Task Force subcommit-
tees recently because of
distances between their
homes and the hearing
sites

Testimony can still be
submitted in writing by
sending it to Mr. John
Frannea, Medicaid Task
F orce, Department o f
Public Welfare, John H
Reagan Building, Austin,
Texas 78701

Persons submitting
written testimony need
not be concerned about
any particular task force’s
area of interest. All writ-
ten testimony will be
screened by Fraanea and
submitted to the appro-
priate task force Written
testimony should be sub-
mitted by March 1.

Great in 77

plants, and preparing the
soil. Determining what
type of fertilizer to use and
how much is also im-
portant.”

Determing this informa-
ton early will be a big
help at planting time,
notes Cotner. The Exten
sion Service has numerous
publications available on
various phases of garden-
ing that will provide
answers to many ques-
tons. Copies can be ob-
tained from any county
Extension office. County
agents can also advise
gardeners on the proper
varieties of crops far that
particular area; proper
varieties are a critical
factor for a successful
garden

As far as proper fer-
tlization is concerned, it's
wise to have the soil tested
to determine exactly the
amount and type of fer-
tilizer needed, notes the
horticulturist. Information
on soil testing is also
available from any county
Extension office

“‘Arm yourself with in-
formation and do some
reading so that you'll be
all geared up when plant-
ing time rolls around,”
emphasizes Cotner. ‘‘'It
can get you on the path to
a successful and profitable
garden in 1977."

GENERAL
REVENUE
SHARING

The beginning of construction for addition to Merkel Elementary.

The Board tabeled the
approval of the minutes of
the last meeting, pending
the cost of insurance for
the school bus

Payment of the bills was
approved and the financial
report was also approved

The Board acknowl-
edged receipt of a thank
you note from the Merkel
4H Club for the use of

Xi Nu

Merkel School Board signing contract for the construction of the new addition to

the Merkel Elementary. Pictured from left to right: Superentendent Travis Davis.
Dink Whisenhunt, Leroy Teaff, Jackie Reynolds, James Boyd, Don Hart, and

seated, Charles Jacobs

Renovation has begun in Middle School

school facilities and also a
letter from Mrs. Mona
Faye Bartlett, which was
in appreciation to the
Board

Next on the agenda the
Board discussed various
phases of the construction
and renovation projects
There was some concern
expressed regarding the
entrance and tie on to the

Chi

News

Xi Nu Chi held their
regular meeting in the
home of Val Patterson
February 15th

The meeting was called
to order by President
Louise DuBose. The pro-
gram, Practical Arts: for
fun and Money was pre-
sented by captain Opal
Garner and co-captain Val
Patterson

Louise DuBose reported
on the new Community
Action Program in
Merkel, meals on wheels,
and expressed a need for

volunteers to » deliver for
the program

A nominating committee
was appointed to elect
officers for the coming
year, Mamie Steck chair-
man with Charolette Star-
buck and Connie Ybarra

Refreshments were
served by the hostess
Members present were as
follows: Connie Ybarra,
Kathy Leverich, Mamie
Steck, Connie Harris, Opal
Garner, Elizabeth Eager,
Jocille Brady, Louise Du-
Bose and Val Patterson.

sewer and electrical lines.
Also discussed was the
need for bids on the
plumbing work. they had
received one bid as of
Monday night.

The over-all personnel
roster of the Merkel In-
dependent School District
was discussed at length in
closed session

Last on the agenda

Lambda

Lambda Beta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi held their
regular meeting in the
home of Mary Hill, Tues-
day, February 15th. The
meeting was called to
order by President Betty
Allday. Roll call was
answered to the question
“What are our responsi-
bilities regarding our gov-
ernment or economy?"
Captain Glenda Teaff and
Co-Captain Barbara Welch
presented the program
Government - Economy
with a guest speaker
Roberta Waters from the
County Home Economist
Agency gave a talk on our
government’s economy.

Beauty Pageant plans

Chal'itable Contribuitions were discussed. It will be
must be substantiated

All charitable contribu-
tions of property must be
substantiated to be claim-
ed as a deduction, the
Internal Revenue Service
said

Any deduction claimed
for property donated to an
organization must be veri-
fied through a statement
to the IRS listing the dates
and amounts of each
contribution, the type of
property donated, and the
method of determining the
property’'s value

If used furniture, cloth-
ing or other property, for
example, is donated, it
may be claimed as a
deductible contribution to
the extent of its fair
market value. Fair
market value is the price
at which the property

Brownie

Brownie Troop Number
107 did real good this year
on their cookie sale. The
troop sold 43 '; cases of
cookies. We had seven
girls who sold 48 boxes or
more, qualifying each
of them for a cookie

ACTUAL USE REPORT

would change hands be-
tween a willing buyer and
seller

For each piece of
property valued over
$200, the original cost or
other basis in the
property, fair market
value, appreciation, con-
ditions of the gift and a
copy of the gift's appraisal
must also be included in
the tax return. This re-
quired information must
accompany the tax return,
according to the IRS

Two free IRS pam-
phlets, Publication 561,

“Valuation of Donated
Property,” and Publica-
tion 526, ‘‘Income Tax

Deduction for Contribu-
tions,’’ discuss contribu-
tions and can be obtained
from most IRS offices.

News

patch. The girls are
Angela Cannon, Angela
Ortega, Kelly McRae,
Kristy Elliott, Melissa
Harris, Twila Williams
and Angie Moreno. Angie
Moreno sold the most with

51 boxes. 7 ¥
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e SCHOOL
LUNCH MENU
FRIDAY
Hamburgers

Lettuce, Tomatoes
Onions and Pickles
French fries with catsup
Buns
Orange freeze
MONDAY
No School
TUESDAY
Spaghetti with ground
beef and cheese
English peas with pi-
mentoes and onions
Hot rolls
Fruit float
WEDNESDAY
Fried fish with tartar
sauce
Cole slaw
Potatoes au gratin
Hot rolls
Chilled peaches with
whipped topping
THURSDAY
Beef and cheese pizza
Buttered mixed
vegetables
Lettuce wedges with
choice of dressing
Chocolate cake with
white frost icing

DANCE TO

the N

OF
COUNTRY BREEZE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26th
AT THE

MERKEL COUNTRY CLUB
9:00 TILL 1:00

ADMISSION °*1* PER PERSON
COME IN EARLY AND
ENJOY OUR

STEAK SPECIAL FOR *4*

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL
928-5514 OR 672-3942

Superintendent of Merkel
Independent School
District, Travis Davis
gave his report to the
Board. He reported that a
new clock was installed at
Tye School. He stated the
clock replaces the old one
for which parts could not
be purchased

The basketball game at
Beta news

Merkel Auditorium. There
will be five divisions this
year. They are as follows
Pre-school — three years
old through five years old,
Kindergarten through sec-
ond grade, third grade
through fifth grade, sixth
grade through eighth, and
nineth through twelfth

Members present were
as follows: Betty Allday,
Anne Booth, Milly Bright,
Pat Castille, Annette
Clark, Betty Coker, Ann
Doan, Judy Elliott, Robbie
Hicks, Mary Hill, Chera
Hohhertz, Fayve Jones,
Sarah Lucas, Terri Mar-
tin, Minyon Seymore,
Glenda Teaff, Barbara
Welch, and Ginny Yad-
dow.

Q--1 am attending school
full time and receiving VA
educational benefits that
include an additional
amount for my spouse
and three children under
age 18. 1 have a daughter,
19, attending college. Am |
entitled to additional ben-
efits for this child?
A--Additional educational
benefits are payable for a
child over age 18 while a
veteran is in training half
time or better, and the
child remains in school
and unmarried until age
23.

Q--My husband is a World
War II veteran who added
the total disability income
rider to his National ser-
vice Life Insurance policy.
He has been totally dis-
abled for about five years
and has since received
$100 each month. How will
that affect the face value
of his basic policy?

A--It will have no effect.
Benefits received under
the disability rider will not
decrease the face value of

v

Snyder was discussed
there was also discussion
on carrying two extra
busses for students to
attend the game

It has been determined
that Merkel received the
bid on the bleachers at
Rose Field House. The
Board exchanged ideas on
how to get them moved to
.\ierk&

r-
i

()

You Can Stop Thes Annoyance . ..

Just
Don’t Advertise
The Merkel Mail

Superintendent Davis
also reported that reno-
vation of one room in the
Merkel Middle School has
been completed. Included
in this renovation was new
paint, a new tile floor was
laid, a suspended drop
ceiling and new lights. The
lights were furnished by
the Merkel PTO
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15th BIRTHDAY
SELLABRATION SALE
AT CRAWFORDS

BIG BIG SAVINGS FINE QUALITY

CLOTHING AND SHOES
FOR THE FAMILY

JARMAN DRESS
SHOES $2]9°

8" LACE WORK
SHOES %23%°

8"STEEL TOE
SHOES %279

WORK
OXFORD®*17%°
TRACK
SHOES %3%°
JOGGING
SHOES %89
NYLON
WINDBREAKER
0399
MENS
SUITS #5509
MENS DRESS
SHIRTS #9099
MENS
JEANS %109
POCKET

T SHIRT %2°%°

100% POLYESTER

DOUBLEKNIT
$]00 YD

KING SIZE

VALUE *50%

BEDSPREAD
$3500

TWIN SIZE

VALUE *19%

BEDSPREAD
$] 299

HAND
TOWELS SALE
REG 00 $]19

WASH CLOTHS
REG 1 D9°¢
UISITE

PANTI
$929

$] 40
1PR

EX
PU

TEXSHEEN
BRIEFS

BLOUSES
Y2 PRICE

EASY STREET
SHOES #]39°

DOUBLEKNIT
PANTS %](9%°

CRAWFORDS

PHO 928-5612
MASTERCHARGE

135 EDWARDS
LAY-A-WAY
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Services Held for A. C- Bland

A. C. Bland Jr., 56, of
Merkel and retired Abi-
lene fireman, died at 8:30
a.m. Monday in Hendrick
Memorial Hospital after a
lengthy illness. Services
were at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
February 15th. at Elliott-

Hamil Chapel of
Memories
The Rev. Kenneth

Jones, pastor of Merkel
First Baptist Church of-
ficlated, assisted by the
Rev. Jackie Reynolds, a
Baptist minister. Burial
was in Rose Hill Cemetery
in Merkel

Born August 27, 1920, in
Merkel he married
Roberta Roe October 20,
1945, in Abilene. They
lived in Abilene until
moving to Merkel in 1966
He retired from the Abi-
lene fire Department in
1970 after 29 vears service

Mr. Bland began work-
img as a fireman in
Abilene June 16, 1941, and
retired as a shift forman
at Station 7, 4317 North
10th. Fire Chief D. C
Musick said of Mr. Bland,
“No matter how hot the
fire, Lt. Bland would stay
with it. He was a good
man to have at your
back "

Survivors include his
wife, two daughters, Mrs
Mike (Dianne) Davis of
Waco and Mrs. Joe (Don-
na) Gilbert of Midland: a
son, Mak Allen of the
home; a grandson, Todd
Davis of Waco; and a

granddaughter, Stephani
Gilbert of Midland

Pallbearers were
Howard Hill, Dub Vinson,
Cramer Reynolds, James
McBride, Billy Mims, Jim
Haggard, Charles S
Godard and George
Alsup

Members of the Abilene
Fire Department were
honorary pallbearers.

The family requests
memorials be made in the
form of contributions to
the West Texas Rehabili-
tation Center

Funeral held for
Eddie Whisenhunt

Eddie Lee Whisenhunt,
74, of Merkel died at 7:40
a.m. Monday at Starr
Nursing Home after a
lengthy illness. Services
were at 2 p.m. Tuesday in
the United Methodist
Church

The Rev. Lynward Har-
rison, a retired Methodist
minister, officiated. Burial
was in Rose Hill
Cemetery.

Born July 5, 1902, Mr.
Whisenhunt lived most of
his life in Mulberry
Canyon where he was a
farmer and rancher. He
married Elsie Johnson in
1936 in Whiteface. Mrs
Whisenhunt died in 1948.

Survivors include
several nieces and
nephews.

Nephews served as
pallbearers

L
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EN AT STARR NURSING HOME Ruth Smith and E.

Lonnie Hester

Funeral held

Lonnie Bailey Hester,
88, of Route 3 Merkel died
at 7:30 a.m. Friday, Feb-
ruary 18th at Hendrick
Memorial Hospital. Ser-
vices were at 11 a.m.
Monday at the Elliott-
Hamil Chapel of Faith in
Abilene

The Rev. Lynward Har-
rison officiated, assisted
by the Rev. Raymond
Elmore and the Rev.
Ralph Odom, all Methodist
ministers. Burial was in
Elmwood Memorial Park.

Born September 4, 1888,
in Lincoln County, he
moved to Williamson
County at age nine. He
married Laura E. Ham-
monds December 12, 1909,
in Rochester. They moved
to Taylor County from
Haskell County in 1942. He
was a farmer and rancher
and was a member of the
Methodist church.

Survivors include his
wife; two sons, Marvin of
San Angelo and Lennol of
Lubbock ; three daughters,
Bertha Hester of 849
Green, Naomi Hester of
Merkel and Lucille
Christmas of Pueblo, Col-
orado; a brother, Lewis of
Rochester; two sisters,
Carry Morris of Altus,
Oklahoma, and Irma Rus-
sell of Haskell; eight
grandchildren; and 14
great-grandchildren.

Grandsons served as
pallbearers

BOOKS

% COME IN & SEE ALL OF THE USED BOOKS WE NOW HAVE ON SALE.

 HARLEQUIN ROMANCES, NURSE & DOCTOR NOVELS,
i A FEW WESTERNS & MYSTERIES.

awost au sooks are 29¢ EACH OR 5 FOR $1.00
MERKEL MAIL

% TH

FOR TEENS-JUST ARRIVED - BIB OVERALLS, WINDOW
PANE JEANS, BIB SHORTS, A BIG ASSORTMENT OF

SPRING TOPS, JUMPSUITS IN DENIM AND LINEN-LOOK
FABRIC, AND GAUCHO OVERALLS!

OUR CLOSET
GREAT CLOTHES FOR SPRING

.................................
......
e T N L N N

IS FULL OF

SUMMER PAJAMAS REG *8*
LADIES TANK TOPS BY SHELLMASTER

SO PPOPOOPPICOS

NOW *6*

REG *6*

NOW #3°

8300 8400

LARGE SELECTION OF SPRING & SUMMER JEWELRY

%
i

EMMAS CLOTHES CLOSET

MERKEL

131 KENT

L2 2 2 2 2 & 2 2 o g

Visits and Visitors

Mr. & Mnms. Klauser
to visit Whites

Mr. and Mrs. Klauser of
California stopped in Mer-
kel for a Merkel Mail to
carry to Mr. and Mrs. Hi
White.

Hi and Ann White have
retired in West Palm
Beach, Florida. The
Whites were former own-
ers of The Merkel Mail
during the 40's and early
50’s. -

Hewitt visitors

Larry and Patty Hewitt of
Orange, Texas, son and
daughter-in-law of the T.
L. Hewitt's visited in their
home over the week-end

Hammond
visiitors

Visiting in the home of
Bob and Mychele Ham-
mond this past week were,
Mychele's parents, Mr
and Mrs. Ray Reed and
sister, Lana.

The Reeds and Lana are
from Floydada, Texas

Riney visitors

Visiting in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Riney this past week-end
were, Mr. and Mrs. H. B.
Reynolds of Higgins, Tex-
as and Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Hummel and children
from Hobbs, New Mexico

Reynolds
attend funeral

Mrs. O. J. Reynoids and
Bob attended the funeral
of Mr. Jack Boland of
May, Texas on February
15th. The funeral services
were held at Higgin
botham Funeral Home
Chapel in Rising Star.

Burial was in Wolf Val-
ley Cemetery in Brown
County. Mr. Boland was
an uncle of Mrs. Reynolds.

Mrs. Reynolds spent
part of week before last
with her sister, Mrs. Lola
Mae Haile who is in a
Temple hospital. Mrs.
Haile is a terminal cancer
patient.

Loan Sharking to be legalized?

“Finance companies are
trying to pass a bill that
will legalize loan sharking
in Texas and clog the
courts,” said Senator Bill
Patman of Ganado re-
cently. ““‘Loan company
lobbyists have publicly
called for raises in present
interest rate limits to
enable them to chgrge
Texas borrowers as much
as 25 percent more than
the extra-high rates they
are already gouging them
with. the charges on a
37-month loan of $1,000
would increase from
$339.17 to $425.50 under
the loan company pro-
posal.

“Only $165.87 can be
charged for the same loan
under the constitutional 10
percent limit, but in 1967
the Legislature authorized
the $339.17 finance com-
panies now charge. Under
the 1960 amendment to the
Texas constitution, the
limit of 10 percent only
applies where the Legisla-
ture does not legalize
higher rates. The Legisla-
ture is now unlimited by
the constitution as to the
interest rates it may
authorize.

“Without new legisla-
tion, the loan sharking
penalty for deliberately
charging such outrageous
interest ($425.50) would be
$851.00, plus reasonable
attorneys' fees fixed by
the court. The loan com-
pany bill will not only

The bagpipe is not originally
Scottish, but Persian.

/
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WESTERN AUTO

associate store

1108 N. 28D
MERKEL, TX 79838
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permit the lenders to
escape the penalty of
$851.00 and the attorneys’
fees but will enable the
finance companies to go to
Texas courts to enforce
such unconscionable con-
tracts,”” said Senator Pat-
man. “Our already over-
crowded court dockets will
swell from lawsuits
brought by loan com-
panies to enforce the
higher rates. The admin-
istration of justice will
suffer throughout Texas
“It is particularly inap-
propriate for loan com-
panies to be seeking high-
er rates at this time. Their
own borrowing costs have
been sharply reduced in
recent months. the prime
rate has gone down from
12 percent in July of 1974
to 6.78 percent in October

1976 (latest month for
which figures are avail-
able)--a decline of 43.5
percent. Yet these power-
fulspecial interests have
served notice they intena
to pressure legislators for
a sharp increase in in-
terest rates imposed upon
Texas families,”” Senator
Patman said.

“The battle against high
interest rates will be more
severe this coming Session
than any in recent years
Unless people throughout
our state get in touch with
their legislators and other
public officials, the loan
industry will prevail. I
urge the people of Texas to
react strongly and contact
immediately their sena-
tors and representatives,
asking their opposition to
the loan company bill.”

z AS DEMONSTRATED AT THE

WEST TEXAS FAIR
THE ORIGINAL
NO-STICK COOKWARE BY

T-FA

“

¢ 214 EDWARI%

[ X X TX XV
r---------------------------------

DANCE

JOANIE DODSON
& THE KOUNTRY KINGS

MERKEL VFW

FRIDAY, FEB. 25th

8:00 TO 12:00

MEMBERS AND GUESTS

WELCOME

100% PURE P.T.F.E.

WITH NO CHEMICAL PRIMERS, ADMESIVES OR BONDING
AGENTS GENERALLY USED IN OTHER BRANDS OF
COOKWARE

AVAILABLE AT
CASTILLE HARDW ARE
GIFTS

(INSIDE)
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PHO 228-5310 .
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Fiber Fashion Review
Set for March 12

Fashion minded home-
makers from across the
Southwest will compete
for a host of prizes and
trophiesd during the Na-
tural Fibers Fashion Re-
view in Fort Worth on
March 12, according to
Jean VandeLune, coordi-
nator fo the fashion show

and associate director,
Natural Fibers and Food
Protein Commission.

The J. C. Penney Com-
pany is providing the
prizes for the winning
entries. Tom Morgan, the
company’s regional bublic
rfelations manager, says
the two third place con-
testants will each receive
$50 gift certificates. Sec-
ond place finishers will get
$75 certificates, while the
two division winners will
receive $100 gift certifi-
cates. Winners also will
receive trophies, and the
Grand Award winer will
be presented with a lovely
piece of engraved silver-
plate. Mementoes will be

given to 10 honorabl

mwm.»

a part of the Southwest
Farm Show and Cham-
ionship Tractor Pull,
11, 12and 13. It is
co-sponsored by The Pro-
gressive Farmer maga-
zine, who will present
trophies to the winners.
those eligible to enter are
members of Young Home-
makers of Texas and
Oklahoma; wives of
Young Farmers; wives of
Southwest Tractor Pulling
Clubs; and wives of mem-
bers of the International
Flying Farmers Associa-
tion.

Garmets must be made
out of part natural fibers
— 50 per cent cotton and
wool, and 10 per cent
mohair, VandeLune point-
ed out.

The style show is free
and to everyone and
will gin at 4 &m.,
Saturday, March 12, in the
Tarrant County Conven-
tion Center.
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Monday -

Wednesday - New York Steaks . ... ... ... i
Friday - Fried Shrimp ... .. ...

REMEMBER, YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A
MEMBER TO ENJOY OUR FINE FOODI!

MERKEL COUNTRY
WEEKLY SPECIALS

e o o N
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FRIED CHICKEN
OYSTERS

SHRIMP

CATFISH

( NEw YORK STEAK
STEAK FINGERS
HAM STEAK

( uver & ONIONS

( OR BACON

1’ BAR-B-QUE BEEF

928-5484

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK

L & W SNACK BAR
{ AND |
 RECREATION CENTER
)

‘ 1035 N. 2nd Street
(IN THE HEART OF
DOWNTOWN MERKEL)

YOU CAN'T BEAT OUR ALA CARTE .
MENU FOR QUALITY, QUANTITY

& PRICE

TR

WHITES is » complets
home and sutomotive
center with 650 modern
stores in 17 states,
including Texas, and
plans repid expansion in
the South.

We 1l put you on the rosd

Whites has it}

AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR TEXANS!

Want to be your own boss? Own your own business! Essh dot on
the map indicates a city where WHITES is sseking o franshise to
open and operste another WHITES AUTO STORE: Over 147
Texas towns to choose from, plus other prime locstions in
neighboring states. Could you be the one we‘re looking fer?

CALL OR WRITE:

PR

ON THE MOVE IN TEXAS AND OTHER SOUTHERN STATES!
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i ' ’ \ lPOK?;T '129 WHOLE SUN
ICE CREA*M i \ MISS BRECK ORANGE
$]” LIPTON HAIR JUICE 43¢

_B(F—_— SPRAY ¢ VecH "
LOWFAT MILK % ]_19 Dttt Q3 DONUTS e 53¢
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