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‘  SubscriptioR Rate Increase
V • 1, • • ,
line to I nr r«a«ing m ailing c re a se d  to |C.5C*for T#>I..r 

«‘oats 'e ffecuve January *1, 'aiKl adjoining counties and 
1'J77 The M erkel. Mail tul>- $6.25 for outside T aylor and 
sc rip tio n  ra te s  a i l l  he in« adjoining counties.

tene Star Gas files fer rate increase in area
Lone S tar Gas Com pany's local S e r

vice K epresen ta tive ,' B ill H arris , re 
cently, filtAl an application (or a ra te  
UKjea'-Sf .to  provide tn J  company an 
8 p er r^n t ra te  oC return . • , . . •

Ha’r r i s  said  Lone S ta r 's  d istribu tion  
sy stem  serv ing  .M erkel'earned a 5,29 
p e r  cent ra te  o( re tu rn  in  1975, (a ir  
value ra te  base, and that $11,493 is

requ ired  to c o rre c t the u tility 's  revenue 
deiiciency. Me explained that Lone S tar 
has , experienced inc reased  ct>sts ' o( 
upei-U oii due to »he c u rre n t indation , 
a i^  unrecovered co s ts  o( purchased 
gas which substan tia lly  er<xled utility 
eafrungs.

In June  of la s t y ea r, the Hailroad 
C om m ission au thorized  Lone S ta r  to

m m i

recoyer 85 per cent of its  in c re ase  in 
the average cost of gas (a txoe a base 
of 72 cents} (rum  residen tia l and com -’ 
meri^ial d e liv e rie s  a t 't h e  city gate. 
During the 14 months ended August, 
1976, Lone S tar had unrecovered gas 
c o s ts  u( $14.2 ' m illion ' (or gas de
livered  at Ute city gate (or resid en 
tia l and com m ercia l cu stom ers.

"T h e se  co s ts  resu lt from  the rapidly 
rising  gas p rice s  during the U st few

years, f  o r  exam ple, our average cost 
n '  gas clim bed from  18 cen ts per 
ttxiusand cubic (eet Ih 1971 to $1.03 
in June of th is year, a, 472 jier cent 
in c rease , t'tility  earnfim s dec lined from  
$23.3 m illion in 1971 to $13.1 million 
in 1975, o r 44 p er c e n t,”  M arns said.

The com pany's appbe. Uon wo u l d  
r a i s e  t h e  average r e s i d e n t i a l  
c u s tu m e i's  bill about $1.14 per month, 
tiased on 8 Mcf (thousan<i cubic feet) 
consumption.

By Carl Dinglor

I t 's  tliat tim e .igain. T im e to m ik e  all those New 
y e a r 's  reso lu tions which I know I can k eep --(o r a day 
o r two, any way.

Now, I’m the w orld 's  w orst a t w illpower and because 
of th is  reason any reso lu tions made at th is  tim e a re  
transito ry  in nature.

llav»eyou ever done that?
U ke (or instance the y ea r 1 vowed to louse weight.

It worked well until lunch when we w ere s ti ll  eating all 
tho^e C h ris tm as le ftovers. Got off to ^ g rea t s ta r t  that 
year

)h en , the y ea r 1 vowed I’d never sm oke again, using 
January 1 as the incentive (or a new beginning. That did 
last th re e  days until my wife and friends couldn 't put up 
with my sn arb n g  d isposition  any longer aixl som eone at 
wv>rk suggested  thej would even sp ring  fo r the tobacco 
i( It w.Hild help my disposltioiu

Of co u rse , th e re  was the tim e I vowed to be a good tioy 
'^ves, my reso lu tions go way back). Did pretty well until 
my s is te r  tiorrowed m^ favorite  s tick b o rse  and used it, 

èif all things, (or a broom .
Oh, th e re  w ere such tim es when I made those  staunch 

yows to w rite  that Tong planned novel, learn  a foreign 
language, go on a 6-m onth vacation to South A m erica, 
su icessfully  p r e d i c t  Super Bowl a n d  W orld S e n e s  
cbam piuns. get dut of debt« 't>e m ore organized with my 
incom e, and do m ore ch o res  ground the hous'e. • 
t.Now, th<>se w ^re -a ll good intentions but'som ehow  they ' 

. got lust- along the a 'a y -a lo n g  atiout five m inutés a fte r I 
yirote Iheih. down and moved, rhy thoughts to " m o re  tin-] 
portant \h ih g s '''s itc h  as th e  football'g4 me on ty. ■ ' .
. T«xj, T 'hi 'thé; w orld’s  .worst^ a|x'iut vowing Jo do better- 
add g r r a te r  tiungs dufing the co'irupg'y ear, (pf rpankind. 
Somehow my ge t' up and go (a lls  la ck  ih to 'the  am e bid 

. ru t . '. '.  • ■■■■ ‘ ' ■
 ̂ _ rh is  y e a r  i t ’s  going to-be differ'enC •. - . .  .•

.. . Kor instance: ‘ . -
■_ 1- v o w 'to  help, m ore .'arounsl th¿ houSjr--on any day.in 
July 'w hen It sny/ws. • .; •

. / J.vbvv to .-le t'm > 'w lte . ciiooae 'the tv prógrapi.s—excçpt 
Inytiuii* there in  a íp o rü iig 'e v e n t.o r  .a ,w estern  o c a  1934 

] inov^e _ (that 
• sç$ so' many

^ wa-e w«vw0»c'Stl KJtf a g
must have .beeo a ventage fe a r , becaus'e.we 

y'òf Üieîp). . . .  . ■ . . .  . • ] . . • . • ] • '

I vow to walk to work to get som e ex e rc ise  and save 
on fuel--any tim e the tem p era tu re  reaches IIO deg rees at 
7 in the mormng.

I vow to lose 25 pounds—a s  soon as  p ills  com pletely 
re |)lace food.

1 vow not to put my mouth in motion before engaging 
the g ears  in my b ra in --u n le ss  my g ea rs  a re  stripped ,

1 vow never to ride  my wife’s s tlck h o rse—unless It 
snows in July and 1 have to sweep the flo o rs .

1 vow not to n d e  my m otorcycle through mud pudd les-- 
un less I have to walk to work on those 110-d»-gree m orn
ings.

I vow not to get upset when the ca rd iac  Cowboys do so m e
thing s tu p id --u n le ss  they lose.

1 vow to take my wife out once a week (or d inner—nut 
to the kitchen, that is.

K inally, 1 vow to buy my wife a new TK6 If I should 
break  one of these  reso lu tions.

Ah, now that th is  ch o re  is  out of the wav, can se ttle  
down with a big plate of blackeyed jieas and enjoy the 
D allas Cowboys all the way to the Super Bowl—that Is 
If they don’t cause  the blood p re s su re  to n s e  too much 
as  they go alxiut playing just good enough to  win those 
c liff hangers.

Have a g rea t New Y ear.
■ .' • . * * » ■ •

B its of w-rsdom to .s ta r t  the New Y ear; •
Dale C arneg ie  said- “ You can rpake m ore friends in 

two months by becom ing really  in t e r e s t ^  in o ther people,- 
•thah you fa n  ip two yearS-by try in g  to gdt o ther people 
in te rested  11} you.’’] "
. .  ^a'rk. - Twain; "T lie  man with ’a new. idea is  a crank  

■ until the idea iucc'eeds.-*’' ' '  '  . ' . • ' • . - .
- Anonymous;: ] 'l t ’s  s tran g e  hq* m uch'you 've got to knovl,

; before jo u .re a liz e  h'owi little  you Unow.’.’ .
•Calvin C o o n d g e ;.'’.‘.N'Othii»g;ih Ih'e world 'can  U ke the 

■plice of p e rsis ten ce ; T a len l''w ill not; 'n o th in g 'is  'm nre 
com m on thaii unsaccessful'm A n vyfth. ta lenu  Gentus w il ln o t ; ' 
unrew arded genl.ui. la.-aCm ost- a .p ro v e rb .’ {¡duration ‘wifl- 
not: 'th e  w orld 'IS  ..full of e d i ir a t^ ,d e re lic ts . ' P e rs is te n ce  
add deteritiipabon  alone $re 'o ipnipotent; Th’eAlngan ‘P re s s  . 

• On’, lia.s solved, and- always .will solve« the problem s of 
.the human ra c e .’*, - .

'FOOD FOK .N'ELDY— P art of the (cmkI and toys co llected  by the M erkel Jay cees (or the 
needy families.« The fixxl and toys w ere d istribu ted  Tuesday and kkednesday by the Jaycees 
who plan to m akd this^one of th e ir  annual p ro iec ts . T here w ere  m ore than 24 fam ilies 
helpfd by th e  Jaycees in th e ir  effort to make C h ris tm as a happier one.

Meikei continues growth pattem durili 1976

Livestock
January 5 is  thed ead lin e to  

« • lite r  the .Merkel Livestock
bhow.

i-.iitries should be sen t to 
C h e s t e r  C ollinsw urth o r  
heimy Melton at the Merkel 
Cliaml>er of Com m erce.

The Livestock Show is Jan 
uary 8 ai noon.

Pay tor. Scott of Kising S u r  
IS the juuge. H« is  the son of 
Mr. and S irs . A. D. Scott 
of M erke;.

SuperlM eodant o f  e a c h  
c la ss  IS George F ng luh  and 
Jack Sl<Kire fu r swine; T . J .  
Neill and Tommy Swinney fo r 
lam bs; and K. Lee Brown and 
F d d i e  Sandusky for l>e«r 
ca ttle .

School monu

MONDAY
Chickeiyfrlde steak 
C ream  gravy 
Shipped poU toes 
Green beans 
Hot ro lls  
P ear halves-

• r i i 5 D A \  
i iu r r i te s  •
Pinto btwns •
Sparush n e e  « .
Peach cobbler

VitDNHiDAY 
Beef and (fheese pizza 
B uttered mixed v egeU bles 
L ettuce wedge 
Choice of d ressin g  
L im e Jello with applesauce

1976 was another growth 
year  for M erkel with the ad
ditional opening of sev era l 
new t'u sinesses  to com pli
ment M e r k e l ’ s conUnued 
growth.

It a lso  has seen the p la n - ' 
n in^ fo r sev era l new addi- 
tloM -lor housing. 

h * ^ h u o l  enrollm ent con- 
biiued to clim b with m ore 
th'Vn ^ new students en
rolled ans the approval of 
Sdditioihl classroom  space at 
'ey e ank the approval of a new 
additiof to the Merkel E le
m ental School.

M e te l 'a  football t e a m  
undeihew coach Je rry  Mc- 

* Leot^^’ *? >n outstanding 
yea» >t* fir** in D istrict 
g.jM winning seven games 

losing th ree  andfinish- 
' tndiird  in d i s t r ic t

. was a good y e a r  for the 
| f |p e r s ,  although r a i n  and 

early November freeze 
Kaged to com e along at 
w rong tt me and hurt so m ^  

*Kud crops of g ra in  and co t- 
jw e re  reported .
In the way of p ro g re ss  the 

)N water supply system  was 
liclally  o p e n e d  sparking 

(new Interest in building along 
FM126 north of M erkel. Too, 
plans w ere sU rted  to get a 
u ^ te r supply system  for the 
area  south of M erkel.

The M erkel Country Club 
continued to Im prove faciU - 
ties, com plating rem odeling 
^ n s  and sU rtln g  co n s tru e - 
a w  on tennis c o u rts  and lU  
townhouse project.

M erkel’s C ham ber of Com
m erce  a l s o  had an active 
y e a r ,  sponsoring sev era l 
civic p ro jec ts and helping 
push for the form ation  of a 
. M e r k e l  Higher Education 
Authority in o rd e r  to keep 
C isco  Jun io r C ollege a n d  
higher education in M erkel.

City officials, meanwhile, 
continue im provem ents on the 
w ater system  and received 
approval of an $81,300 grant 
to  go with the $30,400 grant 
approved last y ea r, in o rd e r  
to  com plete w ater and sew er 
Unes In needed a re a s .

All in all, the Bicentennial 
y ea r  proved productive for 
the en tire  com munity as  It 
continues to p rep a re  for the 
anticipated  growth of M erkel 
and the area.

H ere’s a month by month 
look at the highUghts of 1976.

JANUAKY
P lans being m ade to attend 

S tate F a rm e rs  Union Con
vention in F o rt W orth.

CJC o ffers eight co u rses .
M rs. Kuth Cox is a r t l s t - o f -  

month.
J u d g e  M lllett announces 

resignation  in M arch.
M erkel Home F urn ish ing  

C enter to open in F eb ruary .
R ural w ater Une under con

struction  near M erkel.
C l l e n e ’ s  s e l ls  factory 

outlet.
M anufacturing p l a n t  t o  

build psneliz.ad hom es in  
M erkel.

Abilene Cavings under con-

strucUon.
G reenhouse to grow com 

m erc ia l tom atoes.

FEB H l ARY
C o a c h  Je rry  M c L e o d  

n a m e d  to h e a d  athletic 
departm ent at M erkel High.

.M rs. B ern ice Bagby i s  
a r ti s t-o f-th e -  month.

Robert H a rris  nam ed ( ire -  
m an-o f-the-year.

Betty Allday, Lambda Beta 
Sw eetheart-Q ueen of H earts.

D on Hensley re -e lec ted  
p residen t of M erkelC ham ber 
of C om m erce.

L e e  Pressw ood n a m e d  
principal at M erkel High.

F A M B a n k  prom otes 
Sm ith, nam es Jo n es VP.

F a rm e rs  Union m em bers 
to  W ashington, O. c .

MARCH

S h a n n o n s l d e  A p a r t 
m ents ready (or renUng.

Betty Toombs is  a r t ls t-o f -  
th e-m onth.

Alpha Nu Nu A rt F a ir  to 
fea tu re  a re a  a r u s ts .

P asto r John C urU s resig n s 
a f te r  43 y ea rs .

T n -C Ity  M iss Softball of 
A m e r i c a  re -o rg a n ize s  fo r 
'76.

T w o-dollar bill issu e  not an 
A pril (o o l(toappear In AprllX

APRIL
T w o  M erkel businesses  

s tage  grand opening—M erkel 
Home Furn ish ing  C en ter and

Em m a’s C lothes C loset.
Noteburmng cerem onies 

m arked at F ir s t  BapUst.
Ronnie W hisenhunt Eagle 

rank in scouting.
C a rl D ingier new ed ito r, 

introduced.
Incumbents re ta in  se a ts  on 

C o u n c il-S c h o o l Board sees 
new blood.

Pat Neff is  a rU st-o f- th e -  
month.

Riding Club b e g i n s  new 
season.

Smith family rece iv es f irs t  
Fam ily S erv ice Award.

School Board d e c l a r e s  
W hisenhunt’s  se a t vacant.

T a y l o r  E le c tr ic ’s 3Sth 
m eeung.

Deborah White named Miss 
M erkel.

Danny DuBose and Netta 
Stephan presen ted  the f irs t  
Gene Stuckey Award.

Bob Reed and Debi Wells 
top T rent students.

MAY
M r., M rs. Mack F ish e r  

honored on Mack F ish e r  Day.
W hisenhunt sw orn in. Cage 

coach hired.
M rs. E lizabeth Hicks is 

a rU s t-o f- th e -  month.
Taylor E lectric  receives 

Safety Award.
Yearbook d e d i c a t e d  to 

Mack F ish e r ,
Mike Magee, Netta Stephan 

rece iv e  O itstanding Students 
Award of Senior C laes.

4S r e c e i v e  diplom as at 
M erkel High School

$ graduated from  T rent.

Netta Stephan and Wayne 
Webb presented  CiUzenship 
Award.

JUNE
Dion W ilkerson and Brad 

Wade w ere honored as the 
top boy and g irl students of 
t h e  M erkel Junioe H i g h  
g»'aduabng c lass .

M rs. Jack  Hogan is  a rU st-  
of-the-m onth.

Cowart new track  coach.
A rchitects h ired  to make 

survey of school building.
New business grows huge 

tom atoes.
Abilene Savings officially 

opens.

JULY
W. R. (Pinky) C ypert re 

ce ives reu re in e n t dinner.
M rs. Ann Doan Is a rU st-  

of-the-m onth.
Housing developm ent for 

M erkel revealed.
S u rp rise  re b re m e n t party 

honors Mary Outlaw.
Tye sixth grade moving to 

Merkel.
New SUN w ater s y s t e m  

dedicated.
Toombs heads group on 

ad valorum tax issu e .

AUGUST
F ish e r resolution  signed.
I n i t i a l  School b u d g e t  

$87,317.73 higher.
B rad Wade Eagle scout.
T ren t accep ts coestruction  

bid fo r new gym and re 
modeling.

Steve Bland In jun ior rodeo 
naUonal finals.

Ju m o r rodeo opens T hurs
day.

Individualized paving pro
gram  a p p r o v e d  by City 
Council.

M r s .  F rank ie  Smith i s  
a ru s t-o f-th e -m o n th .

Steve Bland wins tit le  of 
W orld’s  Champion Cowboy in 
the A m erican Jun io r Rodeo 
A ssociation.

CJC offers co u rses .
S c h o o l  Board approves 

ca fe te ria  renovaUon.

SEPTEMBER
W elcome Exes to M erkel 

High Homecoming fesU vlties.
W ater ra te s  rec lass ified , 

equality of paym ent cited .
Harold B ails is  new owner 

of Ninth S tree t G rocery .
S c h o o l  budget approved 

with no tax in c rease .
Church leased  fo r k inder

garten.
Cuming Home Queen June 

G r e g o r y ,  M r. X George 
English.

Tham es to have opponent.
M iss J u d y  D iltr nam ed 

Homecoming Queen.
ConstrucUon i s s u e  hot 

School Board topic.
T ren t Homecoming s ta r ts  

F riday .
Tay lo r Telephone holds an

nual meeting.
Ex honored (Trsnt>-Anna 

Bell S legal BrighL
Homecoming h o n o r e e s  

(T  r  e n t>—S en io rs  K e n n y  
Nance and Joyce C h a te rv u a ri

Band Sw eetheart (T re a t)— 
Shirley B renem .

S c h o o l  approves ( le e z e r  
purchase, buys th re e  lots.

G o l d  S ta r G lrl--K ath ryn  
Irv in  of Noodle.

Group seeks w a te r  fur a rea  
south of M erkel.

OCTOBER
VFW D istric t 8 meeting a t

tra c ts  300 to Merkel.
S c h o o l  B o a r d  h i r e s  

a rc h itec t to plan elem entary 
addiUon. T y e  to get two 
rem w ated c lassro o m s.

Pug and Leo’s has grand 
opening.

Tye co s ts  approved, cafe
te r ia  to get roof.

l i r s t  cotton--K enny Hogan 
harvested  the f ir s t  cotton in 
M erkel when he turned in the 
f ir s t  bale Septem ber 4.

City gets $81,300 gran t for 
w ater project.

B l a i r  W ater D i s t r i c t  
form ed.

3 -C lassroom  addiUon ap
p r o v e d  f o r  E lem entary 
School.

Radio Station sold to  Kil
leen businessm en.

EducaUon board sought to 
sav e  college program .

NOVEMBER
E d u c a t i o n a l  AutlMirlty 

form ed to keep h igher educa- 
Uon in MerkeL

Dele Shugart, Tom Lush 
domino cham ps.

G o r i l l a s  clinch d is tr ic t  
t i t l e ,  W itherraJ t o n e  op
ponent.

City m 'ieu  with Attorney 
G eneral over new educational 
authority.

Tham es, Wade assy v ic to rs 
in city.

Council nam es seven to new 
education board.

M e l t o n  heeds c o l l e g e  
authority , C isco  offered 2- 
year pact.

p r o  gets funds fo r play
ground equipment.

DECEMBER
S c h o o l  Board to  appeal 

G overnor’s tax evaluation.
M<>dical group honors Ur. 

Sadler,
M e r k e l  A rt A ss 'x ia tio n  

sponsors a r u ,  c ra f ts  beneflL
Montgomery to l.v a d F a rm 

e r s  Union.
Beula Jones Eason named 

Noodle Homecoming Queen.
Lamlida Beta, Todd Ysddow 

fire» in  C h ris tm as  parade.
Tom C arson  heacM f irs t  

M erkel Jaycees.
Sm ith, Shaw, B iera f ir s t  

team  A ll-D iM nct.
B la ir  W ater D istric t adopts 

by laws with 162 m em bers.
Abtlene firm  gets HUUcon- 

tracL
C i t y  e m p l o y e e s  gat 

C h ris tm as  bonus.
Bid opening se t os new 

flieroentary buikhog.
T r e n t  g ir ls  win second 

basketball cham pionship.
Livestock s h o w  se t for 

January  8.
Jay cees co llect ays, food 

ite m s  (o r needy.

* ^

^  ■
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STO P — every youngster needs your help
* " Ì

Die )ouniiiit<>r oiil> 7. Sh»> had 
awa) fro.ii ht-r sch(»lniat«»s (oi 

t'*o 'Jk<‘t*KS and had lot:» ot lie\h:> to dlb- 
cuss.

She had h a i a >k.mderful C 'n riü tnus, 
filled \kith iiianv ¿»>d thin^^ to eat

and maii> vk >nder tul tu'Mk doll^ and to ) !> 
t>' p U ) \t iih .

She w .is •lres>ed in her nea d re s s  
she had ¿otttMi f io m  h e r ¿ra n d iiio th e r. 
She a as e s p e lla l i )  tn a hul l )  to shoa 
off het nea d re s s  to h e r fa to n te

CIRCLE ®  WESTERN HOUSE

friend and to exchange all the talk the) 
had iiiissetl o t e r  the holida)«.

She had gotten up a little  e a r lie r  on 
th is f i rst  da) hark  at school and tiad 
l>e«ii exc ited --too  excited to eat hreak* 
fast. She ce rta in l)  didn’t a  ant to m iss 
the schoolbus. She liarely said giKKluy 
to her m other and h er daddi had al> 
read) left fo r work.

^ e s ,  she was excited and had many 
wonderful things on her mind. She rushed 
f rom the bus. She didn’t se e  the c a r  
that had failed to stop for the flash 
ing lights of the bus, indicating that 
ch ild ren  w ere  hoarding o r unloading.

It was too late.
In that second of a p a re n t’s h u rry 

ing to get th e ir  youngster unloaded 
and get on the way to work oi other 
p tessiiig  ch o res , everyone’s life  was 
changed

Cfone IS the happy giggling youngster 
puttering with her do lls . A household 
IS faced with heartb reak  and nain of 
what might have l>eeiu Kvery lit tle th in g  
around the house se rv e s  as a rem inder 
of happier tim es. The house if filled

S fN O ff CITIZiNS 
SCHEDUli EVB4Ti 

ht Monday of 
Month Singing 

2nd Tuotday Noon 
Covorod ■ Dith 
Gamo Night% 

ivory Thvnday 
A 4f(i M o n d t^

4dt Thur. Gamo 
Night Kotorvod for• • . • iJalontod Amatdvrt.

witti what " i f ”  and " if  only .”  ü h , if 
th e re  had been a little  m ore tim e that 
m orm ng to hug the youngster and te ll 
her how much she was loved. Of how 
much she meant to everyone. It’s  too 
la te  now .

And, the paren t who failed to heed 
the s ta te  law concerning stopping for 
the bus, th e re  is  n igh tm ares.

“ If only 1 had stopped. VNhat if it had 
been one of my ch ild ren ''”  go racing 
over and over in the mind.

The family routine a lso  becom es one 
of sorrow  as the two fam ilies s tr iv e  
to pick up the p ieces and s ta r t  liv 
ing fur the living once again.

No, this hasn ’t happened in M erkel. 
And, hopefully it will never haptieii. 
But, it could very easily .

T here a re  daily Infractions of people 
d. sregard ing  stopfied school busses with 
blinking lights around the schools and 
on the routes.

And, w i t h  the d is re g a rd  f o r  the 
courtesy  and safety involved, it could 
tie just a m a tte r of tim e until som e 
anxious p a re n ts  receive  one of those 
dreaded telephone c a lls , inform ing that 
a p.irt of th e ir  life  has ended.

Bus d r iv e rs  a re  au th o n re d  to take 
license  num bers and file  on vio lators 
of th is law. However, the d riv e r  of 
the vehicle m ust be identified for the 
law to be enforced.

Two m ajor spo ts M erkel bus d r iv e rs  
rep o rt a re  at ihe P la s te r  Shop and at 
th t  M erkel K lem entary School. I 'h e re is  
no place fo r the busses to pull off 
the s tre e t  to unload at the E lem entary 
School.

The situation  of people d isregard ing  
the law Is rep o rted  to be "pretty  bad”  
by school o ffic ia ls .

So. p aren ts  u k e  an ex tra  minute of 
jo u r  tim e to in su re  a life tim e for the 
youngsters.' Som e paren t may do as much 
for your youngster som eday.

■ Î!'

\ 1  ; ’ ^ 1  ;

It's n brand  new y e a r . . .  m a y  it bring you  
success in all your  endeavors!  O ur  sincerest  
thanks  for y tm r  patronage in the  past.

From all of us to all of you

THE FARMERS AND
MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK

Ray Graduates

M ichael 1«) recel vea a 
lu c h e lo r  of S ciencedegree ln  
A gricu ltu re Education from  
Tarletiin  S u te  fn lv e rs ity  at 
t h e  w inter com m encem ent 
e x e rc ise  Uecem tier 19.

He IS the son of Mr. and 
Mi s . Kenneth Kay of Koute 
3, M erkel.

Merkel on TV show
A phone ca ll f rom M rs. 

C h a rle s  Bright of Humble, 
Texas rep o rts  that the City 
of M erkel was featured  on a 
p rogram  ca lled . "T h e  Eyes of 
T ex as”  on D ecem ber 17.

The p rog ram  is  sponsored 
by Houston Power and Light 
Company of Houston.

Being a fo rm e r M erkelite, 
M r s .  BngTit, form ally Kay 
Lynn Bagby, was th rilled  to 
se e  her Ijojne town featured .

R EN T  O U R  
R IN S E V A C  
Get carpets 
professionally 
clean. ^
• i»«  dlHSl X VWC o te e n  ta
* •  itn m  f iK i f i t  It f t ' rtw
et>t«i< e o 'n iiM X i citta
rtfitxif tat tm  It o ttftit '
• «  tl »MI« >ta tiAa ««iS I X - « :  
••.lit m tt'tituit iXtl citta. 
Iiain tat .tciaaai oaf t a i ^  

XiliSl X v i t  Oten 
t e t t o  c'ttatf V itti (Xtai

Ben Franklin
201 KENT 

MERKEL

Good Luck

Wo'ro chiming in witfg 
happy holiday veithat 
fo r you. Moy this Now 
Yo o r  b r ing  lo t s  o f  
fun and loughtorl

<vYBLE’S
BEAUTY
HOOK

•w«

STARBUCK
FURNITURE

'  ' m t s u

e BEETM

i

W ishing onr 
mvi friends 
a harm  onions 
and sp irited  
New Year.

3Í
-j

if:

1:1

J. L. FISHER FINA STATIONS. 
AND

MERKEL AUTO PARTS

BCS

ISA
Ib es

Dll
wo
CF

NEW YEAR PRAYER
We give thanks and 

pray for peace ' 
and happiness for 

. our fy'iehds and  
dll mankind:

1̂
T A

F

CRAWFORD’S
DELPHINE, MARY SUE, 

LATINA, S  ONIS

f lu k in g  forward 

to new worlds of

P
happiness as the 

New Year arrives.

CASTILLE HARDWARE 
& GIFTS

L
ñ'lf» >. A-.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
CLOSED SATURDAY. JANUARY 1st

WED,, THUR., FRI., DEC 29, 30, 31

HOT BAR-B-QUE 

BEANS

PIMENTO CHEESE

COKE
OR

7-ÜP32 OZ.
PLUS DEP. l im it  6

THE MERKEL H A IL  P A S E  
Tburaday, D«c«mb«r SO, 197« - *

PRBSTO

POPCORN
IN PAN 2 9 Í

SNOW DRIFT SHORTENING 

3  LB. CAN
29

TURKEYS BUHERBALL
OR

ARMOUR

GOOCH 
HALF OR 
WHOLE LB.

$ p 9 SHANK ENDC^ Q0
LB.
ENI
LB.

BU n END 2 9

BACON HOKMEl

LB.
29

AUSAGE HORMEL

12 OZ. 8 9 Í

12 OZ. 8 9 t

H O G  JOW LS LB. 39i
• • « •;

■ * «I» « •

-J-
■T
I
i i

•j

BESTMAID

SALAD DRESSING or 690
BESTMAID

Id il l  p ic k l e s .48 OZ. 890
WOLF

CHILI ”  « 890
RANCH STYLE

BEANS
m

300
CAN 290

ÑORMEL 300 390TAM ALES CAN

AMERICAN BEAUTY 
INSTANT

POTATOES “ 590
KIMBELL I lb  PKG

Blackeyed PEAS 390
CRACKIN' GOOD j ^

CRACKERS BOX 390
TEXSUN ^

GRAPEFRUIT JUICE 450

SOFT A PRETTY

TISSUE
4 ROLL 
PKG. 73 (

DOWNY
FABRIC SOFTENER

64 OZ.
COMET

SL69 POTATOES ¿.-490
CLEANSER

GIANT
SIZE

CASCADE
FAMILY

SIZE $1.69
UQUID

lOY
22 OZ. 690

TIDE
GT.

SIZE $1.19

TM TU m t 
EASY

KEITH
DINNER

ROLLS PKG. OF 24 490
KEITH 

KRINKLE CUT

BANQUET

MINCE MEAT OR PUMPKIN

PIES .5 9 0

TOMATOES 330
TANGERINES .  290
RUBY RED

GRAPEFRUIT 2/290
DELICIOUS

APPLES 350
RUSSET

POTATOES r 690
PEACHEŜ ^̂ MILK “ l - n «_ -- -■-irnr ' - -ri- Ml - Mglirti l-t-l-l- _
IliC K E V iP ÌiS f^  2̂ O tE O  450
B M i í * É l i É » i i ;29í CATSUP ? = 79f
iPhiiwB M  ~ JP ’ VIENNAS ~  V 65t
&ELLEY -  -  59Í WHIPPING CREAM f o r im o s t  E%E%A 

SOUR CREAM < <C 
HALF & HALF

IWAFFERS 49«EGGNOG .  69t
PRINGLES

OR PLANTERS 
TWIN PAK

49 ex.

• • • / • /  . J

(NMp >RÌÒfAi. * * »> *

TO  REDEEM  
FO O D  STA M P S  
DELIVERIES DAILY

AT i0H>0 A,M.

1033  M. SKO N D

' ,$5j00\ ■
moimuM
DfllVftV

1 FOOD  STORE ‘ 7

Double Prem ium s 
JOn W E D N E S D A Y  O N  

Purchose o f  $7.50
OA MORE IN MERCHANDISE

 ̂ Save y ^ a o b le  
Cash'.Negilter Topes
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TH« M«KK«L MAIL • 

Thursday / U «c*irhar 10, 197tf

P U T i ï M T H E
S200 CASH D i f f e r  f fO M  M C rO ffV  ON A U  

I A S m i SfO AN S AND STATION WAGONS. 

O tr TNt 60 ,000  M f f  SNG04S W A fftA N TY .

PffICfS START AT $3395 
SELECT FROM STOCK OR 

PLACE YOUR ORDER.

; ö snor^ l Motors t>«st CB Keg. $199.95 save 
I $S0,noa $149.95.

1973 PLYMOITH Station AUgon. A ir and
pu*«r. O n ly ........................................................................31795

3-1974 Lu.NTlAC CATAU.NA 4 d r. sedans.
a ir  and p o ae r u n \ l  tops. Nice. O nlv .. .  12495

1970 VOLKSAiACiON SQIAHÜBACK SU tion- 
*agun. A .r conditioner, radio, 4 speed, lug
gage rack. O t.l......................  ................................. . . .  5895

1972 c h e v y  c a p r i c e  4 d r ., s i r  cond.,
power.........  .....................  ........ ..|?995

1974 CHEVROLET NOVA HstclitMck Coupe. ,  ru i_ l
a ir ,  power............................................................................52295

1973 PONTIaC CATALINA 4 d r. seda.n, a ir
cond., pow er.......................................................................$1995

.6 BONNEVILLE BKOL OHAM - 4 -d r. hard 
top, pretty red * ith  red vinyl roof 6Ü-40 
sea ts  super loaded! A beauti .. ...................................... ? ? ? ?

1975-CHEVhOLET 1 2 ton Pickup. 6 c j L,  
s td . , radio  and heater lot;g a id e  t>ed. Light
gr^en, 16 000 m iles o n ly ..............................................52995

We iMee s«v«r«l 9*km ake m«6 cart, SO COM! SB OS
%%W t Sol *In i-W o Lowtt 'Em'

Palm er Pontiac &  @  M E R K E L
â lK B M  673-1112 ■atKU. niAS f i t - s in

KOR SALE-1967 F ord  T -B m  
39Ü V-8.  Loaded $595. C all 
Bub. 928-4933 o r 928-5858. 

37-tfnc

ALL

TYPES

OF
INSURANCE

BONEYI
INSURANCE

AfiENCY

Phone 8-5151

m m
Our

Specialty

I. L. 
! FINA

FISHER 
SERVICE !

Irwo LOCATIONS! 
¡INTERSTATE 20 8 ¡

¡W EST HIGHWAyS0¡

hmmmJt

★ MEMBER 1975 A S S O C I A T I O N

The Merkel Mail
PLBLUHEHS STATEME.NT 

E stsblisned in 1889

Entered s t  Ute ^oet OTficc s t M erkel, T esse , 79536 
a s  second c ls se  msiL

u i : i ; i F O R R E S U U S
NEEL) H ELP-C all O utreecn 

928-5859 o r  cum e by The 
Youth C enter at 1028 .North 
F ir s t  t>etween 9 and 11 a.m .

26-lfc
f OK 1 I N K 1 u rm tu re  up

holstery fab rics  at better 
p r i c e s  v i s i t  H a n d y * !  
F a b r i c s ,  1120 Butternut, 
Abilene. P ro fessional up
holstery available.

26-tfc

HElPWAHTEDl

REAL EÍTATE
lAND KOK SALE- 
CALL C o llec t-b ill L argent, 
F a r  m and Ranch Mgr. at 
F rances M cClure Inc., Real
to rs. 3137 South 2TUi Abi
lene. 638-3211, .Night 698- 
2375.

46-tfc

CARPET CLEANERS
D iiP  SOIL 

. gXTAACTION .
FKSf fS riM A ffS ' 

692-7576 /ABILINS) '

CRAFTHOUSE
502 KENT 
928-4883
MON. - SAT. 
n o o  TIL 60 0

Ju s t A m v e d —the new 
breathing plant p<.>ts.

M on.-Sat. 10:00 U1 6 
P a i n t s ,  p la s te r , c ra ft 

k its , jew elry, souveiu rs , 
m acram è cord  and beads. 
H angers, p o t s ,  wrought 
iron , flow ers and cactus. 

U arage sa le  item s.

WE BOTH LOOSE
" IF  YOU DON'T 

CAU.MS",i

'.■■:"r ¿ÁDS''
■ D RIV ES-: 

LEVELING 
TERRACING

MATSBIAL HAULSD 
A N YW H fff 
929*5769

Published weekly s t 916 N. Second S t., M eri.. 1, Texas e

WE PAY •
150% OVSB FACS • 

VALUS FOB A U  • 

SILVSB COB4S *  

($230 FOB $1.00 • 

SAYSB) We pay 25<* 

for tihor dénet) •

PRAUS COIN &•

Any erroneouB riflec tio n  upon the c h e rse te r ,  s tsn d ln c  of 
rsp u tsb o o  of soy person , f i rm o r  co rporstton , which may 
sp p e e r 1« Uie oohtmne of the nwwapeper w tu  b e  eo rree ted , 
g led iy , upon b«koc breugM  to Ibe e tu n tto a  of the pobltsber.

Lon c Founo
LOSTH-W ould the perthor» 

who thole the thet of faith 
teeth pleath re tu rn  them to 
the clathifledaddeivartm ent.

FOR REriT I

Misctllanaous ]
MERKEL VFW 

POST 3683
J W H  MONTHLY

BSG MEETING 
8:30 FM

F Ü R  KEN T-3 bedroom , 2 
liath. t a l l  Putman in T \e  
a t 692-9319.
__________  4 5 -ltp

SECOND THURSDAY  
POST B LADIES AUXILIARY
Y'AU COMC NOW»

FOR /ALE
BLSINESS O PPOHTl NITY 

$500 MO.NTHLY C l i p p i n g  
Item s from  yournewsp>a(>«r. 
E x p e r i e n c e  u n n e c e s -  
sarv.  F o r d e ta ils  send 30( 
and s t a m p e d  addressed  
envelop* to O. Johnson, P. O. 
D raw er P, Mont Belview, 
Te.xas 77580

44-4tc

ONE 11 X 14COLOKFAMII V 
PORTRAIT mounted on a 
deco-plaque $6.95. To be 
taken January  15 or 16. 
C o n t a c t  L a m b d a  B e t a  
m em ber of com e by C asii lie ’s 
by January 7.

43-3tr
1971 VW CAMPER VAN. Pop 
t o p ,  a ir  conditioned, low  
m ileage. sleej>s 4, $2750, 
928-5801,

45 -ltp
MC GIF FEY READERS, set 

of seven $16.95 postjiaid. 
E r v i n  E n te rp rise s , Mc
Dowell, V i r g i n i a  24458. 
Phone 703-396-6207.

44-Otv
F O R  S AL E - 1 9 7 0  V. A.  

window van with 3 se a ts -
1.000 m iles on new ni<>tor. 

L ess than 100 m iles on new
r e a r  end. C. V. j o i n t s  
g i i a r a n t e e ' d  6-m onths o r
6.000 m iles by V. W .house- 
CU.OOO m iles and like new 
uiside. 1965 long wide auto
m atic a n d  a ir  C hevrolet 
p i c k i u p ,  928-5324 a f t e r  
4:00.

44-tfr

MASONIC MESTRUO
•  Stated m eeting if Me l - 

kel Lodge No, 710 on 
2nd Saturday and 4th 
Thursday of each n.onth 

at 7:30 y.m.  Vlslors welcome 
M em bers urged to attend.
WILSY NOAH. WM. 
ROY M ^SHBURN , SeeV

FOR MONUMENTS 
and

CEMSTSRY CURBING 
MA. (Sarg) Nester 

1404 Harring Dr.
Merltel, Texot 

Phone 928-5565

GARDOFTHAnKfl

SIAKTINO DFXe m b e r  19th 
a rep resen ta tiv  e of the Hig- 
ginlH)tham F ur Company will 
be in .Merkel at the Sham 
rock Truck Stoj. f i om8a . n i ,  
to 8:30 a.m . to buy furs 
every Sunday.

44-3tp

W O R D S  CA.N.\OT FIX- 
PRESS how niuch we thank 
you and ap p rec ia te  each one 
of you (or your expression  
of love and concern  dun iig ' 
the piassing of our loved one. 
We a r e  g ratefu l for your 
p r a y e r s ,  v ls iu  , flow ers, 
c a rd s  and food.

We c h e r i s h  your love and 
fjiendstup .

Mr. and M rs. O. U. bland 
and Fam ily

Mr. and M rs. V.W.  Apple 
and F amily

4 5 -ltp

NEED
A N»w Water Wall 
Drillad? Also Initoff 

Meyen Svbt A 
JatuMti Jets

ROBERT HIGGINS
928-5998

9P PRESTIGE 
HOMES A 

PROPERTIES

LUCAS & HAYS 
WELDING
m Kant 
All Types 
Walding 

Ph. 928-563' 
928-5794

:  WATER W EU •
:  • DRILUÑG .

317 N. WilUs Suite 20 
.Abilene 673-6444

HAPPY .NE-W YEAR 
L'luque 3 bedroom  home In 
SW M e r k e l ,  paneled den, 
range, d ls hw asher, gas g n li ,  
patio , good w ater well.
7.97 a c re s  ea s t of Elm dale, 
fence<l. e lec tric ity . Adjacent 
0.89 a c r e  1-20 a c c e s s  
frontage available.
.V FlC HA N I C S --g a ra g e  and 
w recking yard  west of Abi
lene. . . g o o d  local a n d  
tran sien t business.
RANCH with nice home l is t
ing needed for out of s ta te  
buy er.

Shannon T e s t  . . .692-0787 
M orris  H srp sr. . ..698-9689 
Pauline Butman,

CRl..........................692-2222
REALTORS

MERKEL BRANCH OFFICE 
Billy and P st N«ff. .928-5623 

Equal Housing Opportunity

■«

TEST HOLES 
W A TE8 W ELLS 

«  PUMP SiBViCt
■ A .t' BLAXSNSY. 

«I5-529-32ID.

WATER UNES
'dog  a n d  la id  CALL
776-2181 0 8  993-4232  

AFTER 5 PM 
776-2535

SEAT COVER 
CENTER

*S aat C o a a r t
• Truck Cvthiens 
*Door Ponalt 

“Arm R»$H 
“HaadlirtarM

1056 BLTTEICM T
677-1349
mßliäL

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

TyPEWRftERS 
ADEHNG :  

'MACHINES
SALES S E R V ñ í

r e n ta l s
PHO NE 928-5374 

2H ASH 
MERKEL

JERRI’S
TYPEWRITER

SERVICE

:  STAMP SHOP :
• * 2155 5. 1st. •
•  •
• Abilai««, Tvxas •

FOR THOSE GOOD

5HEU PRODUCTS
STOP BY

DISHMAN'S
SHELL
2n KENT 
928-5222

MECHANIC ON DUTY

SDB6CIORTIOR RATE: $4.1$ Par Ymt T aylor sad  adjoin
ing couattM . 86iS0 P a r  Y ear outstda of Taylor and adjoin
ing COOBtlM.

Wsarbv of UM Tsaaa Press gssocisboiv 
sad west Ts Proas AaaoclaUon.

•TCYC LJüfHAM................................. MUabsr
C a rl D l a g l s r . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . M t o r
Marths hss Jusllcs. . . .AdTsrttMag falos. Msshgsr

f l .fO  ^ iafm siB  fo r th s  f i r s t  toot U ass (18 w opdsJi'B w sse. 
of. 4  b a s s  oU l b s  efeargsd- s t  th s  r a ts  of I  c a s ts  por « o n t -  
TEAMS;' 86 cools 4M6ods|F ILbttl psld ^ o >  to  B 'rst Ig s s fa d a . '

C«sd- of'Thsaks' H  .fpr ths artt SP-»dfdg.‘g esirts pfir. 
.«d fd  for sftoli .hd4 tt«|gl. hbfÜ' ■ tR tm i  .̂ AMh. -tji addhaed.

'jsra" • ... I ■ t
6r. otho*. sErqra bs.M vsB '

MApMUm dr.>]«laa fur î Miiadb sr odr
» w 8

AUTHORIZED DEALER 
^ ¿ ¡¡̂ La w n  A Gardmn Equipment

.........KHh-Chalm0rs- 0w<ttonna
Hay MachinfY 

Farm Equipmant and Fomay
Walding EquipmanI 

Shafar Phw* • ConHnal Bakon: Ptdifuifs

: b o ty  FA R M  E Q U lM illE N t CO
1 ,1 

.1. • 3 ê é  Chattma .
J Ì% 6 fs ;S M riA 6 rf -H # ÌR ifà p < - .^ ‘M <* > *2872

m

TOOMBS
REAL ESTATE

FREDDY TOOMBS 
(BROKER)
06 EDWARDS 
PH. 928-5921 

RES. 928-5696 
RES. 928-5508 

ABILENE 672-6727
4c ACRES FOR SALE 
Noodle a re a  on paved 
r o a d .  Will divide fo r 
v e te ra n s ..

Cemetery donations
The following have made 

donations to the M e r k e l  
Cem etery A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s 
s p e c i a l  C h r i s t m a s  
Memorial.^.

Mr. and M rs. Joe  Hartley 
111 memory of .Mel P eterson  

Dr. and M rs, C. B. G ardner 
Miiiiue A. Howard in m em 

ory of Fami ly and F riends 
Mr. and M rs. H. F .Je ffrey  
Mr. and M rs. Tom Allday 

in memory of Tommy H. All
day

M rs. M ildred P ark  R oberts 
111 memory o f M rs. Dura 
D yess Park 

Nina Eher fe ll
Ola Pearl Tucker in m em 

ory of Mr. and M rs. J .  L. 
Casey and B. J .  Hatchell 

M r. and M r s ,  Gordon 
Howell 111 m em ory of .Nancy 
Vessek

.Mrs. N. M. Eoff in m em 
ory of N. H. Eoff and other 
m em bers of the Eoff family 

Mr. and M rs. Rotiert R. 
Ja m es  in m emory of Wlm. J. 
Ja m e s  and Mary Annie Jam es 

M r s .  L. J .  Renfro a n d  
Edwin in memory of L. J . 
Renfro and G erald Renfro 

David and CalUe Anderson 
M r. and M rs. E. P .S tevens 

in  memory of C. P. andAnmc 
Stevens

M r. and M r  s. Rubt. W. 
Sledge in memory of .Mr. anc 
M rs. L. E. (B ill) Sledge 

M r. and M r s .  B a > 1 o i
Amason in memory of Jo* 
A mason -  -

M r. and M rs. C . M.Chaney 
Mr. and W. H. Leamur 

in  memory of Wlm. G .Storey 
Powell W, and .Nell Hughes 

M iller In memory of oui 
p a re n ts , .Mr. and .Mrs. T. L. 
M iller and Mr. and M rs. 
John S. Hughes

M r. and M rs. Riggs Shep- 
perd  in m em ory of Gerry Ann 
Shepperd

•Mrs. Dee P. .Moore 
M r. and M rs. L. B. Baker 
•Mr. and M rs. H. L. Ham

mond in meiiiorv of Riley, 
Montie, Jack , Boh, Glenn and 
Gwin Whisenhunt

Leno L. Swafford in m em 
ory of La Verna G. Buford 

R. A. McCollum 
M rs. W. B. .Mitchell, P e r 

manent Cont. .Meinliership 
.Mg Herron
Mr. and M rs. Paul U rs -  

born
Vera and C lifford  Rhixlen 
M r s .  madlyn A d d i s o n  

H i n k l e  In memory o f  my 
f a t h e r  and m o t h e r  and 
b ro th ers , Mr. and M rs. Pat 
Addison, H, E. and Chub(>y 

M r s .  Rotiert ( I ma J  Hig
gins in memory of M rs. S. 
E lizabeth Elliott

E ra Jinkins in memory of 
Claudi Jinkins

M r  s. D. H. Thom as in  
m em ory of D. H. Thom as, 
P atsy  Nell Thom as, Mr. and 
M rs. R. E. Windham, Ted 
and Howard Windham

S irs. M, H. Ely in m em 
ory of Matt Ely and SheyrI 
Ely

M rs. Andrew Baker 
M r. and M r s .  C h a rles  

FAgSr ••
M r,' and M rs. Henry L. 

Howard In m em ory of Mr. E, 
R. Clack

M rs. Grady P e tre e  
M rs. Ruby Hinson In m em 

ory of Mr. and M rs. H. O. 
P e r r y . . , ,
• I re n e  Cf.oM ;il» ipemory' of 
Irà  C r o s s .  • - .
‘ 'Ooldie Malone in memory 
of. Bob Malone 

.Irene Strawn in m emory of 
M r..'and  M rs. W.' Y. Steen 

F onda BickneÙ, S h i r l e y

FOR YOUR

WELDING NEEDS
CALL

JOHN LUCKEY 
928-5149 
MERKEL

Sullivan and Ora Brown in 
memory of J .  C. Brown 

.Marie Briggs in nieniory of 
Mr. and .Mrs. J .  J . Jow ers 
and Benson Jow ers

Mr. and Mrs J . FI. M**ek 
D r. a n d  r s .  J a r r e t t  

W illiams
M r s .  Ted Windham in  

memory of Ted Windham and 
Mr.  and M rs. K. E. W’Mlluni 

Mr. and Mrs.  Geo. W .Hen- 
ningfield

Bud and FJthel Winter ;n 
m em ory of Mr. and Mrs.  J e 
W inter, and Mr. and M rs. N. 
L. McLeod

M rs. ¿ed ir  Johnson in  
memory of Zedic Johnson 

C lark  Mundy in menmry of 
O. J .  Adcock

S h i r l e y  Joy W alker in 
m e m o r y  of “ My l>eloved 
Mother and F a th e r’’ M yrtle 
D. and Joiin F . Walkei

Mr. and M rs. C. W.  McCall 
in memory of Mr. and M rs. 
G rover Blair

l.una W. Johnson In miem- 
ory of loved ones

Irene Irv in  in memory of 
Hollis Irvin

Mr.  and M rs. V. E. Filler 
Mr. atid M rs. D. J .  Ri> hie 

in memory of *‘Our F a thers  
a n d  D aughter’’ Linda Kay 
Richie. W hit Richie and L. E. 
Riiiey

M r. and Mrs. J im  Reid 
Glenda Rutherford in lov

ing memory of “ My precious 
M o t h e r ’’ A l t h a  B e l l e  
Key no Ids

.M I S W.
John G. 
.1 o h n m l

111

I*, law. n;ng 8  
liunn

and Eult W'St  
ineniory of Henry W««i ,

Paul and Maudie Umg'.iS 
inenior'. f lov*-l one* 

Mr. and .Mrs. I. D. Riddle 
in  memory d Mi. H'd M rs, 
y laiiK G<jlladay

Dixie H. .Middleton j 
M rs. W . T. Cox ,
G a r n e  B. LaUr.iei in n'lJem-. 

ory of Mr, and M rs. R. L.i 
V.cl ean j

M r. and M r s .  W.; H. 
R ichards in menaT.. ol jMr. i  
and M rs. F.. C. R nrt>rds| 

.Mr. anil Mrs. B e itra^ i H. 
.Mayes ''

.Mr. and .Mrs. J .  II. Felton 
ii; memory of fc.. H. and Ä iti*  
l a tte i son *’

M r. and M r s .  B is ie r  
H 'rton  in memory of Tirr-.my 
War r en  and Bill Horton

r.thel ilii Ks and Sons in  
memory of M rs. Andy B ro 'i.nf 

Mr. and M rs. S. t .  Dixon 
Kar olynSue D'avis in m em 

ory of my F a th e r, C. D. Davis 
Mr. .ind Mrs. Fid Sandusky 

111 ineiiiury of Bill IJi'iton 
Eleine Tettletoii in mem

ory of .Mr. and M rs, k . C. 
Goode

Mr. and M rs. Roy Haccu4 
til memory of Danny ’ Hoy 
H.iccus

.Mary EuU S ears  
Ja rau e lii.e  FI. L inlnger 
V. r. and M r s .  J .  'A.

ney m ore

New tax law
affects estate planning

The new (ax leg isla tion  that 
has just becom e law will 
have a Ug effect on (arm  

a n d  ranch fam ilies , cmi- 
tend.s Tom P ra te r , an e< oiio- 
m ist wit t.ie fevas A gri
cu ltu ra l Exte:,su»ii S ervice, 
Most of the leg isla tion  is  ef- 
fevtive a ite i De< em ber 31, 
1976, although gifts a r e  ef
fective as of Sej'tem her 
.»nd trust.s as of A pril 30.

“ One Item in the leg is la - 
jtio ii that will affect the esta te  

planning and managem ent of 
Texas farm and ranch f ami 
lies will be the ’c u rre n t use 
b ase ’ ( o r  es ta ld is lu rg  the 
v a l u e  of farm a n d  ranch 
land.s,’’ says P ra te r . “ This 
will reduce the valuation be
low the fa ir m arket value 
approach which is now u sed .”

However, m ere  a r e  quali
fication considerations for 
u s i n g  the “ c u rre n t u s e ’ 
value:

- -5 0  per cent o r  m ore  of 
the adjusted value of the g ro ss  
es ta te  consists  of rea l and 
p e r s o n a l  farm and ranch 
property and jiasses to a 
qualified he ir (m em ber of 
fam ily).

--25  per cent o r  m ore of 
the adjusted value of the g ro ss
es ta te  consists  of such real 
p roperty .

--Such p ro p ertie s  use for 
wtuch five of the jiast eight 
y ea rs  b e fo re th ed escen d an t’s  
death Was quaLfied and was 
used in buslne.ss in which 
the descendant o r  a m em tier 

*of the descendant’s family 
m ateria lly  partocipaled,

“ The new Ux law will a lso  
in c re ase  the exem ption level 
as fa r as es ta te  taxes a re  
c o n c e r n e d , ’’ points o u t  
P ra te r . “ A unified tax u b le  
would Include e s ta te  taxes and 
g ifts .”

The econom ist c ite s  these 
e x a m p l e s  of e s ta te  taxes. 
S tarting in 1977, th e re  will 
be a tax c red it of $30,000 
for any es ta te  having a death*

>34 ■ lO III 197«; 6ah,000 in 
1979; >42,.70:.; in 1980; and 
>47,- ' 0 111 ' 1  and ther»*- 
after. L om paniig  this ti> the 
fxen;rtion «quivalent w.iuld 
r r e a n  $120,667 in  1977; 
>134.- Ill 197«; $147.333  
in 197'.i, $161,563 in 1.180; 
and >175,625 in la  ' p«»r 
individ ;al.

The n*w t.ix lull a.M) j ro - 
v iJes a change m ma n t a l  
deductioiis, eII a b l i  n g '  one 
spoU.se til lea', e $2'i0,v'i«.>; o r 
one-half .»f the o sia te , w nirh- 
ever IS g le .ite r . ’■> t h e s u i -  
viviiig s(i*iiise. Ill additioh to 
this dedurtiun. Ih e ie  is  an 
additional $1 i.OOO life tim e 
niaiit.<l deduction gift exe:n|>- 
lion tfiat one « jiiuse  can give 
ti the o ther spv’use with i**, 
tax. lu tes P la te r ,  rh ish a s ti .  
c o m. e f r o m  s e j i a r a i e  
p roperty . ,

“ A n o t h e i  i m p o r t a n t  
(e . i tu ie  IS the pr iv i lege  .4 
pa'.mg estate taxes m e i  l", 
y e . i i s  at 4 per cent ln t i4 est
if 65 per cent of the adjusted
tax es ta te  qualifies as

djiisted 
a faVp.,

ranch i>r closely  held b ia i-  
ness. The federal gov enm .e.it 
will h a v e  a f i r s t  lien*on 
property  during ih ie p e rie d o f 
tax payout,”  explains P ra te r .

rh e  re ra p tu re  of es ta te  
taxes is  also  affecteU by the 
new leg-.sl.itioii. If a farm Or 
ranch IS sold out d a family 
wittun 10 y e a rs , e s u te  taxes 
on the total fair  m.arket value 
can be recajitured . If the 
property  i s  held 10 to 13 
y e a r s ,  the taxes c a n  
partially  re< aptured.

S ta te  of Texas Inherlta rve  
laws rem ain  the sam e.

"A ll of these  plus othM  
changes brought on by the new 
lax leg isla tion  make it  i m-  

' po rtan t f o r  m anagers and 
ow ners of f a r ms  and ranches 
to review and re v ise  es ta te  
plans so that all m anage
ment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  Are 
r e a l i z e  d ,"  em phasiijes 
p ra te r . •

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TU ALL PERSONS 
HAVING C LAI bis AGAl.NST

THE ESTATE OF VVALAp R 
C. HOFHFIINZ, DECEaSe D

.

a * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 4 * *  it a ̂

HIGHWAY FKONTAGF;, 
on 1-20. F 'or co m m er
c ia l use! F o r sa le .

2 BEDROOM HO US E '  
roncad y ard , paoalad 
kltcban, com plataly ra -  
daco ratad .

V A C  A N T L O T S  f o rf AC A
IA L E- fo r t r a i le r  a n d

buiM ingh .In all sacU oM  
yi tpwo. . ' . ’

1

• .-.Uff Nàto . .
' AU . KINOS OP .

. MTmas, Houus, 
'/ARMS, ê ranches

4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  
4  

'4  
4  

•4 
■ 4  
^4

' 4
6

**HAVE TRUCK, 
WILL TRAVEL’̂

a
a
4
4

S. K. TRUCKING 
COMPANY

COMPLETE SEPTIC TANK SERVICE 
SPECIAUZE IN PUMPING SEPTIC

a
a
a

TANKS, MUD TRAPS, S  SAND TRAPS*

CHARLES scon, OWNER
a
a
a

.Notice is  hereby giy>,, ( j ^  
o r i g i n a l  l e t te r s  k e s fa . 
m entary for the ES T je j^ '^
A ALTER C. H0FHF:I.NA,»^ 
issued  on the 22 day \ i i b .  
cem ber, 1976, In Causvy«), 
12762. pending in the C f c j  
C ourt of Taylor County, 
as , to:

Mrs. Louise Allen stuci 
C O Randall C . Jack; 
Suite 21J. Bank of Co| 

m erce Building 
Aailene, Texas 
All persons having c l a ^  

against tm s E sta te  w h ich .i/ 
curren tly  being adm in I s i^ e t  
a r e  requ ired  to  p rese n t thein 
within the tim e and In iJie 
m anner p re sc rib ed  by U s .

DATF:D th is  th s 22 day of 
D ecem ber, 1976.

JACKSON A JACKSt)». 
A ttorneys at Law

.V
BOX 247 

TYS, TEXAS 79563
CAU COUECT 915-692-0078

*  •  n  4  ♦  ♦  *  4  4  a 4  a *  «  s

4
4
4
4
4

. r
*  A  A  *  t

A ttom ays at La« t*
Suite 210, Bank of Coiil- 
m erce  Building i
Abilene, Texas 79605 ;! 

By Randall C. Jackson  ’ 
Attorney fo r the E sta te  

40-Jtfi,..
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Fin^l rites held for Mrs. Boyd

Kuneral  se rv ice*  ixpreheld 
Saturday f o r  M rs. Kenton 
V y d . 88, of Merkel at S ta r-  

k kuner a l  Hume Chapel. 
M rs. Boyd died Thursday at 

Hendrick Memorial Hospital 
in Abilene folluain^ a3-w eek  
i ln e s s .

The Kev. Bob A hltlock of- 
f^ la te d , asris ted by the Rev. 
n .  6. Daniel. B u ria l was In 

s« HUl C em etery .

/ B«'M F eb ru ary  24. 1888, 
n .Merkel, s h e  marrieid 

K eiitun Boyd Septem ber 22,

1907, In Trent. M r. Boyd 
died June 2, 1966. She lived 
in the M erkel*T rent a re a  all 
her life. She was a m em ber 
of the M ethodist church.

S urvivors Include two sons, 
John of T ren t and Wayne of 
W ilcox, Arir.ona; a daughter, 
M rs. G. W. Hughes of Mer* 
k e l ;  12 grandchlldren i 24 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  a n d  
t h r e e  g r e a t - g r e a t -  
grandchildren.

A daughter died in 1049.

Water D istric t 
continues enrollm ent

■ TH £  MtWCKL MAU.' 
T hursday, D scem ber SQ, lOTf PAOt 5

Abracodobral Hoping ^ 
the mogic charm of ♦  
the New Year bring* ▼ 
you oil good thing*! a.

The B lair Water  D i s t r i c t  
plans to continue w ittittieS  100 
Initial deposit.

president of the dis tric t, 
j .  D. S andusky, s aid that upon 
prelim inary examin atioii of 
the maps of the dls tr ic t the 
engineers advis ed “ us to con
tinue the $100 sig nup until 
January 10.“

Sandusky said  that would 
enable the w ater d ls tr ie  t t( 
possibly fill a few of the blank 
spots w here m em bership  is 
light.

“ T h e  m ore m em bers we 
have for the desig ning of the 
line, the b e tte r  the system  for 
all iffvolved, now and in  the 
fu tu re ,"  he said.

AS of D ecem ber 21 the re  
a r e  172 m em bersh ip  with a 
goal of 25U s et.

T h o s e  living In the area

may sign up for the w ater and 
m e te rs  from  Sandusky o r  one 
of the Board of D irec to rs .

Vmtmram
The m em bers of M erkel- 

T ren t B a rra ck s  2248 of the 
V eterans of W orld War 1 and 
the Ladies Auxiliary met 
at the Taylor E lectric  Build
ing Decem ber 18 fo r the ir 
regu la r meeting.

A fter alK iuntlfu lC hrlstm as 
dinner and fellowship, ca ro ls  
w ere sung and gifts w ere ex
changed tio m  under a beauti
ful C h ris tm as  tre e .

t
HAVi A GREAT YEAR¡

ALPHA NU NU \

S o a r in g  aky h ig h  

w ith  u n lim ite d  

w lahea fo r  y o u r  

s u c c e s s  In  the  

N e w  Y e a r!

Merkel VFW
Post 5683

FOR AIL YOUR
in s u r a n c e  n e e d s  . . .

SEYMORE INSURANCES
102 EDWARDS.

9 2 8 ^ 7 9
. . . Aufo, Property, Gmtfral Liability, 

Crop, HooMi, Ufo, Disability, Tam-sholtorod 
rotiromont, Edvtational plans

FARMERS UNION SERVICE POINT

Those attending w ere: Mr. 
and M rs. Raymond Ferguson , 
Mr. and M rs. Earl Baze, 
Mr. and M rs. A lbert C r is 
well, Mr. and M rs. Dent Gib
son, Mr. and Mrs*. O .E . Har
well, Mr. and M rs. R ussell 
K i d d ,  Mr. and M rs. Deo 
Poland, Mr. and M rs. K arl 
Bonneaux, G. .N. Reynolds, 
M rs. k aye Brown, M rs. Mag
gie Renfro, M rs. IreneS traw n 
and M rs. Mary M osier.

Also, M rs. Dewey F lem ing, 
M rs. Ruth Cox, M rs. Madge 
C ra in , M rs. T ru la Cox, M rs. 
F ra n ce s  Harwell, M rs. E. E. 
M cLauren, M rs. Lem Dudley, 
m rs. C ora Reeves, M rs. O ra 
G nggs, M rs. Jo e  H artley, 
M iss Mable McRee and guests 
M rs. Mae Seago and M rs. 
Grady Bishop.

I CAN H A U  I

BEST WISHES

. May you,” hit gold" 
in the New Ye or . . .  
enjoying prosperity 
and good lucki

1
TRACTOR CO.

MODERN
mmm

DANUSER

CAN HAUL 
DIRT

ROCK S  GRAVEL 
LEVEL A REPAIR 

DRIVEWAYS

Call Evenings 
Harold Walker 
Phono 928-5872

i  . •. 2 0 ^ C K e i:r^

e •

4
n/ew Year 
is  hetel

_  Hoping th is  year 
w ill be fille d  w ith  

g re a te r happiness 
fo r everyone,

• . eyeryyyherel^

CAL-TEX

BUYERS OF

CATTLE MILO 
AND HAY

ROUTE 2 BOX 178 
TRENT, TX.

915 -862 - 2951

CUSTOM CATTLE FEEDING

H a p p y  H e u )  T e a r

ivipoi8-Lana 6ng3g6iii6m  ofmouncso
Rhonda Moore and Jim m y Land- haVe planned a January  29 wedding a t C en tra l B aptist 

.C hurch of A^permonC. ' ' '
The b rid e -e lec t, daughter of M r. a‘nd M rs. ChSrUe N. M oors, is  a  graduate of A sp e r-  

mont'H lgh School and AMlene C om m ercial Collegev
The prospecUve bridegroom  is  the aon of M r. and M ra. Ja m as  (Corky) Land of M er

kel. A graduate of M erkel High School and a Junior at M cM urray C ollege Land la  employed 
by KWFA Radio S tatloa In MerkeL

• •

MERKEL DRUG CD.

KSTWISIIES!
I I
j  Here'* hoping this |
I New Yeor balances |
I out to be the best |
I one yeti Enjoy it. |
I I
I I
I Barnett’S '
I ■

I Barber Shop |

DANCE
. FRIDAY, DEC. 3 i: 

FEATURING
ROANOKE

9:00 TO 1:00 
THE MERKEL VFW

I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

.J
Before the min
ute* tick owoy, 
we wont to take 
the time to toy,

s f i O T '
HARDWAREmm.
W e lc o m e

It’s time to loy, "Hove 
o Happy 1977 . , . 
in every woy."

CRAW FORD'S PRE-INVENTORY

h O S E O U I
SALE

PRICES REDUCED 
10% TO

Bright hopes for o 
New Year abundant 
w i th  peace, love  
and contentment.

KWFA RADIO

LUSKEV'S
INC.

"*7sAcp4' joetduia SÍP404.”- • >

■ . • • ’ . . . . • • •  ̂ . J . , • .•

3 tn  N I l f  AbiUè^-

DUBÔ
T E X A C O

H a p p y  N e tc  T e a r

Hoping the New Yeor 
will light your . way 
through . protpereui 
and healthy days. 
We'cherUh yoiir eoi*\ 

.tinuing frie«id»hip, .

STARTS W EDNESDAY, DEC. 29

CRAWFORD’S

135 EDWARDS

FINE QUALITY CLOTHING AND
, . s  • • • •  e , ’

SHOES m  m  FAIMLY
PHONE 92B-5612

* Y * * • • •:

V*

a

I
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OUR SALE STILL CONTINUES
COME IN, BROW SE, AND CHECK O UT  

THE BARGAINS.

W** Aaiit t.' K.ai.k. all our ( ri*'iiJs and ( uston «*rs fm 
;,. ui su n a T t and helj, during ••ur f u s t  . «a r  in liu.sin**ss.

EMMA’ S CLOTHES CLOSET
131 KENT 928-SIOO

C h e f s  S p e c i a l  ^

By Andy Andmrson 

M*rk«f Counfry Club

Roast Peppered ribeye

Baskmtball schodyt«
27-2 i/--» !e tk* l boys \ s .  Anson In Hardin- 

binuni.ins tournam ent, 9 a.n i.
Januar> d-*Jim  .Nedat M erkel7, 8 t>u>S4nd girl» , 5:30 p.in. 
Mvrkel 0 bo>s at S tam ford, 7 p.ni.

M eikel 9 boj » at S tam ford . 7 p. in.
January  4 --H alliiiger at M erkel txiy», g irl» , 5 p.m. 

(D istric t 6-AA gam e/
January 6*8*-Mt*rkel 8, 9 boys at SMeetviate r  tournam ent 
January  7 --M erkel Ixjys, g ir ls  at Stam ford, 4 p.m. 

(D istric t 6-AA gam e;

%

Koast Peppel ed It lb  e  
rn is  ret ipe IS  a g reat Ua) 

t. teetl that ho lid a . rom fany 
>.>u may have H u s  is  t>i,e of 
m- p e rs 'in a l fav irite.>i 1 ho| e 
you’ l l  enjo'. it to. .

l - - ' - 6  lb . t’on e less  r ib  eve 
r o a s t

I J  cup co a rse  c ra cked  
peppers

1 2  ts p. ground cardam on 
1 ri sp . t-im.ito paste 
1 T s ;) . paprika 
1 2 Tsp . g a r lic  powdel 
1 ■ U| s c. Sauce 
3 4 ■ up vinegar
1. I ' l im  e xc e ss  fat from  

m eat, com h.ne pepper and 
cardam on, l uP a l l o ve r meat 
and p re ss  in  with heel of 
palm .

2 . I l a i  e Ho lt in  shallow  
baking d ish ; com bine tomato 
p - : o. p .tprika a n d  g a r lic  
,« J e r ,  gradually  add sov 
sauce , then v in eg ar.

If our wishes 
come true, your 
New Year will oe filled 
to overflowing with 
all the good things in life

T

f

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Pat, Linda, S Family, Ikey Garretl

The Farm 
Bureau Insurance 
“24-hour Agent’* 
is a SALESMAN 
and MORE.  ̂ . .
Regatcjiess ot isNat ivE>e ol  ̂

insurance..’ . 
cxHiCv *Te s .'eo<i^ *o help 
vou when vou n e e d  him 
most any hoot of th e  dov  
or nigni You know that you 
hov/e that good feeling of 
security with a  ^orm Bureou 
Insufocice poficy Now your 
fa rm  Bureau Insurance 
ogenr gives you o n e  m ore 
reosoo  for security Service 
oH Ooy a n d  oh night

C o l your Form Bureou 
Insuronce og ent...  ony- 
time He con give you thot 
good feeling of «ecurtty 
. . .24 hours a doy*

3. Caieful ly pnur mixtur«* 
over nn-at, m arinate  in le -  
t i i ge r i t o i  uvernight. b a s te  
with mar i naJe  se v e ra l tim es 
during m arinating.

.Next Day
1. H e i n o v  e meat f r o m  

m arinade let stand at room 
tem i>erature for 1 hour.

2. \ t r a p  meat in foil, place 
in shallow pan; Koast in slow 
overn v.300 d eg iee s)  2 hours 
for nosiium ra re . Open foil, 
ladle out and save diippiiigs.

3 brow n roast uncuvercd 
at 350 deg rees while m.iking 
, u u r  own favori te gravy.  
Serve Koast au jus o r with 
thickened gravy.  Yield 8-10 
Servings.

Thaxton visitors

V isiting in the home of 
.Mr. and M rs. U. L. Thax- 
tun reventlv wer e  th e ir  son, 
Johmiy . his wife and grand
daughter, Tanya, of Dumas; 
another granddaughter, Mr. 
a n d  .Mrs. Doug Mute a n d  
ch ild ren  uf b u rs t; and grand
daughter .Mr. and M rs. Mike 
b a i l o r s  and ch ildren  o f  
G reenvalley, A riruna.

r S is o N ? ” !
i . : .BEST , i
I  At the-old. yebr draw« | 
I  fo o close, We foke t h i i  ^ 
I  time fo wish you and | 
I yours o happy, heoUhy |

That we will continue, in every way we 
can, to help male >our year successful 
and happy. Sincerest thanks.

Emma’s Clothes Closet
Duana, Emma, & Family

B en Fra n k lin  S to r e

R. LEE BROWN

f A u m m i i t U  /»vi.e«w» <nt

mERKEL ABILENE 
928-4835 ¿

BONEY AND BENNY

L.:

I4*̂ e celebrate the joy of living as 
we exuberantly greet the New Year!

/Cs time too, to say thanks for 
your support in the year Just past  .

MAX MURRELL
CO.

« S U f W

The New Year babe 
brings new hopes, 
new joys, and new 
vigor to mankind.

Cypert Tax 

Service

A s  the new

yeor comes'
• . * ' •* • ' * 

. into your- •

• home moy it

bring dll . gooi

; things to yob

and your

fomtiy.

MERKEL
Chamber of Commerce

A l i m

^ a y  your Naw Year 
be capped with joy 

1^ in every direction. 
Thanks from us to you.

W Y U E
TRUCK TERMINAL

1 :

W «  . welcome 
th is littie 'fe lle r ■ 
with opert arms 
and warm hearts. 

^  As we get off to a 
^  fresh start we wish 

 ̂ you a bountiful 
New Year!

.. :

i

ARROW FORD-ABILENE

V -n
!: I

I  RAY PACK HAS ANNOUNCED THE PURCHASE OF THE

BIG COUNTRY CLUB
fri M  ABILENE

Wi t h  Serf  son' s  Gi P ( ‘ tmt (s
COMING

R ec o rd in g  s ta r  J o e  S t a t n p l e y

. Comirio Jarwary 27 J q h p n y

OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK:
- IT COVft CHAllOt nÍDÁY SAhMOAT jÓNÍr'

. V ;-’o ^  DÁkY At b/ pm :'.'- '-
• e

/ a  vVOl i LD L I K Í  TO l O v ' I H  E V f . R Y O N f  OVF R '

Í

’T

L .



Sfarr Nursing Horn« nnws
i Th«> at the nurs*

tl(g hum« had unt* of the heat 
C h ris tm ases they had had In 
a lun( tim e. Some Kut to go 
home for a v isit o r  had re la 
tives to  visit them In the
Home.

‘• 'h ank  you Mr. and M rs, 
ide Lve for candy s tick s 
angels made for candles, 
r, and .Mrs. U innleLlick- 
III hrouglit o ranges a n d  

les for the resid en ts .

b a u d  Oamhle brought a 
la rge  liox of chocolate candy 
for the staff. Thanks David 
It was rea l nice of you to 
rem em ber the staff.

We app rec ia te  th eo ran g es, 
apples and candy that the 
K edells M atron C lass  of the 
F ir s t  B aptist Church of M er
kel brought.

The Noahs brought a sack 
of pecans for the staff. We 
apprecia ted  them .

T h a n k  you the Cypert 
family for the basket of fru it 
you brought the staff.

T h a n k s  go out to M a r y  
Vaughn f u r  the banana nut 
cake a n d  c a r ro t cake s h e  
made for the residen ts.

We appreciated  the bo* of 
canned fiui t  juice and canned 
fruit  f rom the M ulberry Can
yon 4-11 Club,

On C hristm as day the Pat 
C ypert family cam e and sang 
songs fur the residen ts. It 
was a nice tre a t for not only 
re sid en ts  but for the staff.

T h e  ladi es f r o m  F i r s t  
B aptist Church brought fru it 
and cm jkies which w ere en
joyed by all.

On D ecem ber 13 the .Meth
odist women of the Methodist 
C hurch of .Merkel had a party 
for the resid en ts . Santa cam e 
and each one received a gift, 
they sang songs. It was a 
very n ice party .

The Noodle B apust ladies

brought lap robes and tiilis 
and other gifts foi the ones 
who didn 't u se bibs. They a l
so lirought a program  which 
evt yone enjoyed. Thank you 
a ll very much.

The T rent School ch ildren  
g rad es 1 th ru  S cam e and 
sang C h ris tm as  songs for the 
resid en U . It was enjoyed and 
t h e  ad m lm stra to r Brenda 
H oberts i n v i t e s  them back 
again and wants to thank them 
fur thinking of our sem or 
citir.ens at th is C h ris tm as 
tim e.

T h e  M erkel Church o f  
C h ris t ladles iirought ja r s  of 
c a n d y  for every  resid en t. 
Thank you for rem em bering  
them , thank you a lso  fo r your 
tim e you give every Sunday 
m orning, fo r th is  we a r e  
thankful and grateful.

We wish to thank the M er
kel Jay cees fo r the two boxes 
of b read  they gave the home 
at C h ris tm as .

Time to send cheery New 
Year wishes and a very special 

"Hi"'to all our devoted patrons.
• • * • * ’ *
Due to many .rtK)ue.sts, we shall be open on Sundays 
f rom'  1:00 to w henever. Com e on in and try <uir. ca[fetena 
s ty le  lunches .Monday through i-'riday. and our suppers 
Monday through Saturday. Wre'll se rv e  you ju st alxiut 

^ny thing you would like from  ham liurgers to chateaus 
and f rom hone\ buns to c re p e  souffle; if you will give 
uS, a little  iKiUce. Try one of ou r s ir r lin g  .steaks.

* L & W Snack Bar

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lone Star Gas Company, in accordance 

with Section 43la) of Article 1446c V A T C S . 
hereby gives notice of the Company intent 

.to implement a new schedu le , of rates for 
natural gas service to be charged to the 
resKjènt ar ^nd commercial corisumers ir1 the

City of 'Merkel, Texas’ .
• • * * 

eifeciive'c m u i  r y  ,  1 9 7 7 »
Jhe  /a te  schedule ¡s expected to furnish 

a »OC , percent increase in the Company s • 

gross revenues in the City of Merkel»
A Statement of Intent has been filed with 

the City of ? < !e rk e l’ . . .  *
and 1$ ava.fable for inspection-at the Com

pany's business office located at S » 2 n d ,
Ab l e - . c  O”  M e r k e l  C i t v  H a l l .

6 Lone Star Gas Company

Bobert H arris  isn 't  doing 
so  good at th is w riting. We 
hate to see  him ha veto  suffer 
so much. He is  such a nice 
resident. He gave all the 
e m p l o y e e s  g i f t s  f o r  
C h r i s t m a s .  It was ap 
preciated . W e do love hi m and 
we wish he could get be tte r .

Brenda R oberts, adn ilm s- 
tra to r  is  spending C h n s tm a s  
in North C aro lina. She and 
tier family left h e re  S a tu r
day eve week. She needed a 
good re s t as she h asn 't had 
a vacation since we went to 
Hawaii l a s t  January . Of 
co u rse  I had re tire d  but w here 
help Is needed I'm  always 
available. Joyce M tnnirh, her 
m other who i s  D irec to r of 
N urses, is  taking c a re  of the 
nursing home while Brenda 
IS away,

W e app recia te  the ones w ho 
cam e and c a r r ie d  th e ir  people 
out for C h rls td ias . It m eans 
so Riuch to them .

I do believe M rs. W'lnnie 
C vpert had the m ost v is ito rs  
of any onedu ring theho lidays. 
Her ch ild ren  Pat and Pinky 
and fam ilies w ere h e re  of 
cou rse , but Mr. and M rs. O. 
D. Cypert of San Angelo, 
.Mr, and M rs. Get/rge Swsnke 
of.San Angelo, M r. and M rs. 
•Mike Sw.anke and daugh ter of 
San Antomo, M ra. J6hn Angle 
apd daughter of Abijene,. Mr, 
and M fs, Joe  A'lves and family, 
of Haskel,. Mr. add .Mrs, John 
Wijso'n and sons 'of Haskel, 

'M rs. Cher.yl B aird  and ison 
of Kagle P ijss w e re  also  h ere  
and o thers I 'm  s u re  we d id . 
not see .

Thank you ^ h k \  C ypert for 
the nice !>ox" of randy you 
brought the staff.
■ The rem odeling is  alm ost 

' over. It has lieen a big task 
and a lot of no ise but it has 
been worth it. T here  Is so il  
lo ts to be done but it will be 
done In tim e but it looks 
rea l nice and I'm  rea l proud 
of the way it has been im 
proved even if I 'm  not the 
owne*" an\ longer. I work

once in a while and enjoy it 
but 1 like being M rs. J .  IL 
W im berly. 1 do have a nice 
husband and I will work when 
I’m needed rea l bad and they 
can catch  me at home. But 
w h e n  tm w e a t h e r  gets 
war me r  1 think we will be 
trave ling  in that new Midas 
Motor Hume.

We wish to thank th e e n tire  
staff for exchanging days so 
the o th e rs  might be off to be 
at hom e with the ir loved ones 
S t C hris tm as.

Vke apprecia te  the K. £ . A. 
( o r  letting u s  have the 
C h ris tm as  psrty  th is  year fur 
the staff.

M rs. Kuth Smith was ad
m itted to Hendrlrk Hospital 
but w as able to com e back 
to the home a fte r a two-day 
su > .

Want  to te ll you we m iss 
Granny b resend ine f rom our 
home. As you know she passed 
away b u t  Granny was som e
thing special to every one 
who knew h er. She was here

TH£ mf:k k f :l  m a il
Thursday, D ecem ber 30, 1976

about H y e a rs  o r  longer. 1 
attended h e r  funeral at Clyde. 
The funeral D irec to r passed  
the m res t com plim ent on a 
nursing h o m e  that r a n  be 
passed  on to a home. She 
was 94 and she  was the most 
beauuful co rp se  1 ever saw. 
He said  the reason  she looked 
so  young and beautiful was 
liecause she had had such good 
c a re , no p re s su re  so re s  any 
place. He g u es ted  her age at 
70. He said  she  had received 
the best of r a r e .  We ap
p rec iated  that f rom an under
taker.

Com e by and visit the home 
and see  the people who live 
h e re  and see  how happy som e 
of them a r e  and see  the im 
provem ents they have made. 
Be su re  and com e when Open 
House Day a r r iv e s .

The Calvary B apust In
te rm ed ia te  c la s s  cam e and 
sang c a ro ls  in the rec rea tio n  
room and passed  out g ifts.

Thank you M is tie  Spurgin, 
Midland fo r the box of candy

Pagn 7
brought to t h e  s u f f .  H he 
visited h e r  M other during 
C h n s tm a s .

Thank you Sheryl Sanford 
f o r  the m re  C h r i s t m a s  ! 
r o o k i e s  you m a d e  and 
brought the home. She is  the 
m ce young lady who used to 
lu re  a l>aby s it te r  once a week > 
to take h e r Ume to com e ' 
and do the fingernails for the 
lad les. That was a few y e a rs  
ago. She has two ch ild ren  
now but she has never fo r-  ' 
gotten the nursing home.

We have had lo ts of v is ito rs  
during C h n s tm a s  that w e a r e  
unable to thinkof and no space 
to w n i e  and lota of gifts that 
we didn 't get down but p lease  
excuse us th is Ume, maybe 
everything will be m ore se t
tled next y ea r and we will 1«
I le tter organ! red. We do ap
p rec ia te  what everyone lias 
dune fo r the home but we 
can ’t get every item  down, 
riianks a lot to all of you. 
May you have a very good 
New Year.

Merkel g irls
defeat Eulq r̂ boys Ipse
M erkel High g ir ls  won and^ 

die buys lost In th e ir  contest 
at Lula Tuesday night.

. The g irls  defeated  Tula 
g i r l s ,  49-41. Coach P at' 
P.enick’s crew Im ike a 7-7 
f ir s t  q u arte r deadlotV toou t- 
ic o re  Lula lB-8 the secogd 
q u a rte r  a n d '1 0 -8 * th e  th ird  
pefiud. LuU. held an 18-14 
edge the 'final period. .

Gayle Teaff s c o r e d  22.

K a n d i  A scenclo 6, 'C indy. 
Boone 18 a / i d '  Annem arie 
Hankin 4 for the M erkel g ir ls .

Coach Tong M auldin's boys 
lo st, 66-54.

M erkel gained a 16-12 f irs t 
q u a rte r  lead but the game 
was tied 33-all at lialftim e. 
LuU outS' o red  the B adgers 
13-10 and 20-11 the final two 

'q u a r te rs  for the verdict.
Brad Pursiey sco red  17,

Gilberts Celebrate Anriversaiy

• 1

Can You Really 
Retire

y  f'

ii

On An
— ' ' asi . -v-a.-vie-iW'iLW.'

IRA Savings Account?
Yott*d better believe It. Anything ycxj do right now to set some cash aside on a regular 

is bound to pay off for you down the line. The more you set aside, the better it pays 
oH, rtaturally.. them or^ f e m o re

' Mving yoaW  likely to  do. Right?
• • •  * *  * * • *  .* •• *

. The IRÀ Account lo Abilene Savings is atràut * ' ,

* aspaiiil^assasÀ ngcaoget . . . -because you
never ̂ t h e  mopey/ItcantehàricDèdby .. 

payroO deduction', if ypur cochj^y .sets it up that way.

<  ; The money yoU save le tax deferrable* up . *. -----—
tp  $l»500 or 1,5% your income..

• . * . • . . •
whichever is* leèè.• • • • . • .• , • • I •
So, if you earn, say, $20,OCX) during the year, an<
.set aside $1,500 on ^  Account, you’D only
pay iiicome t ^  on $18,500 — less whatever other
deductions you can come up with. ■ ^

____

There are other things you should krtow about 
IRA but it’s not at aO compbeated. Please come 
now, to get started. As it is, even if you’re saving 
mortey, you’re saving money that’s already been 
tzuced So, time isn’t aif that’s wastirrg.

Mr. ^nd .Mrs. o . C . o i l -  
b e rt ce leb ra ted  th e ir  50th 
wedding a n n i v e r s a r v  
C h ris  tm as Us) with a fam il) 
d inner a t  M erkel Countrv 
Club.

H osts w ere th e ir  ch ild ren , 
Mr. and M rs. Don Maples of 
Abilene. Mr. and M rs. Bob 
G ilbert of Austin and Mr, 
and M rs. Bill GiU’e r t  of Okla
homa Ci t v . Oklahoms.

M r. Glib e r t  w a s  bom  
Septem lier 13. 1906, in lAil>- 
Un. and M rs. G ilbert was 
liorn June 10, 1910. in Mer
kel. w here thev w ere m ar
ried  D ecem ber 25, 1926, with 
W. G. C j p e r t ,  Church o f  
C h ris t m in is te r, offir lating.

.Now re tire d , he is  a fo rm er 
s to c k -fa rn .e r . He is a Baptist 
and M rs Gill>ert is  a m em ber 
ot m e Church of C h ris t.

Stanford’s Electronics
TV REPAIR

FINISHtD ê UNFINtSHBD F IA STH

C B RADIOS AND SUPPLIES
123 KENT MERKEL 928-5762

Donnj Kiggan 10,. G rant .Mur
re ll 8, Mike l>lins 6, Keith- 
Wolf 10 and C raig  Hufcbings 
3 for M erkel.

The lioys a re  en tered  in the 
llardm -bim nions t iu v e r s i t j  
tournam ent through W ednes- 
da> while the g ir ls  don’t r e 
turn  to action uitUl January 4 
against B allinger.

Hawley tourney
Trent High School’s  g ir ls  

a n d  boys liaskett-all team s 
will re tu rn  to articHi T liu rs- 
day.

The tw o team s will com 
pete in the Hawley tou rna
ment.

Art Association
The M erkel A rt A ssu c u -  

tioo met Decem ber 15 in the 
home of M rs. Ben U. Hicks 
for a Decem ber m eeting and 
C hrist!iias partv .

M rs. Pat Neff, p residen t 
held a sho rt iHisiness m eet
ing. A repo rt was m sdeon the 
t>ene(it Art Show that was held 
at theCountry ClubDeceml>er 
4tli.

M rs. Kuth IFigan gave a 
review of our y ea rs  work. 
In doing so sh -  honored the 
1975-76 president M rs. F ord  
Smith J r .  snd presen ted  h e ra  
gilt f rom the club.

M rs. Ronny Doen, v ice- 
presiden t. spoke as  a re p r j-  
sen tative of the new officers 
and gave a preview of the 
pr-igram fo r the vear.

V i

Alulene S a v ii^
W e 1IH tlp 1l»FiiiilA th y

RO. Box 444/301 Edwards Avenue/Merkel. Texas 79536/(915) 928-4702 
Member Southwestern Group Rnandal. Inc. Member FSUC

YEAR END SPECIALS
COUNTY FAIÊ

BREAD
LB LOAF. 39c

Sait Joui
' Fer These Blaekeyes

i# bag' ■. ■ ‘49c

FRESH

TOMATOES
49C LB

. BAiLtS ; •

POG FOOD
2 5 «  M iA l - $ 3 .6 9 .

25« CHUNK $ 4 .4 9

b o b 'CHUNK  • $ 7 .9 8 '

SLICED SLAB

BACON

LB 79c

H A S TK  rUMBLSBS 
FOB NEW YE AB 

FABTIES
9 O Z  «  M 0 2  SIZE

59< PKG

OUB DABLING 
CREAM . STYAE 

CORN 
903'CAM . 

*3 FÓR 99c

BLACKEYE

PEAS

Coca Cola
Seven Up

#
‘32 O Z SIZE •

25C
FLUS DEPOSIT

Seven Up 
Coca Cola

. 64 '02

79c
NO DEPOSIT

PBIED  
I LB. 49c

HAiMBURGBR

HELPER

79c

PORK CHOPS
9 8 <  LB

1 0 #  b o x  $ 8 .9 0
GOOCH

FRANKS
12 O Z PKG

69c

Mam Yoars Emm 
Party Needs

Party SnocAr Cheese 
Chews* Dips 

Dips
O live t 

Bag Candy 
Mimad Nvfs 

Snack C ro c k *«  
Chips

GOOCH
BOLOGNA

c«ecN

Corn Bread 
Mix

15 O Z  lO X

39c

COUNTY FAKt

HOTDOG A 
HAMBURGER

BUNS
• COUNT 39c

6 O Z RfCC 49c
r j R E X  LIQUID

H  G AI____________ G tK

COMET CLEANER
M OZ CAN 29c

N*«n

Mwi -S«*. 7 0 0 -9 0 0  

Stm. «0 0 -9 0 0

NINTH
STREET GROCERY

W* Acc*pf 

Food Stomps



í *
;•

I.
DA^C fi VKUKKl N'.All

® Ih u tb J j '' UtH-eiiiler 3v I97tì PRICES GOOD 
W£D(DOUBLE STAMP) 

THURSDAY S  FRIDAY 
DEC. 29-30-31 sf 

WE WILL CLOSE SAT. JAN. 1st
LOOSE LEAF

FILLER
PAPER 200 CT 

PKG 79«
HUNT 300

EASY SPRAYER BOTTLE

SPRAY & WASH $113
MEADOWLAKE

MAXWeU HOUSE

LB.
CAN

V

1 UMtT
WITH $10 IN TRADE OR MORf 
EXCLUSIVE OF CIGARETTES 
Bring Ut Your Coupon» for t f i i i

BORDEN Vi GAL. CRTN

PEARS HALVES
2 FOR

Hl-C ASST.
73C son

LB.

DRINKS
HUNT

46 02 . 
CAN 450

43(
HI-PROTEIN
MILK 2 FOR

$]63
BORDENS

DIAMOND

TOMATO Juice s .»  490
FOIL WRAP

HUNT 8 OZ
25 FT. 
ROLL

Tomato SAUCE < <»350 2 9 0

Butter
MILK /, GAL 

CRTN.

DEL MONTE 303 CUT

Green BEANS 2 FOR
UBBY 303 .C5..W.K.

530
BORDENS
EAGLE
BRAND MILK FLOUR

83«

BORDEN
WHIPPING 
OR SOUR 
/, PINT

FOREMO:

HALF A 
HALF PINT EACH

BORDEN GANDY FOREMOST

EGG
NOG
GOLD MEDAL 
5 LB. BAG

Golden Com 2 FOR 590 14 OZ. 
CAN

CHILI WOLF 
NO 2 CAN

VAN CAMP NO 2 KRAFT

PORK & BEANS < ..79 0  SPAGHETTI SNOWDRIFT t

lackeye P e a s ...450 CATSUPLIBBYS S OZ

WITH
MEAT
SAUCE

HUNTS 
32 OZ

Vienna SAUSAGE. »»630
BOX

PRESTO-POP

CINCH MIXES 15 OZ.

CORNBREAD
PRINGLES

POTATO
CHIPS
TWIN
PACK 73«

BOX 
UPTON

MAKE A BETTER

330 POPCORN
HEINZ
WORCESTERSHIRE

IN PAN 

EACH

BURGER
3 9 0

SAUCE 10 OZ. 
BOT. 49«

RALSTON

SODA POP

SEVEN-UP
CHEX
CEREAL BOX 59«

ASST.
BOX

32 OZ. 
BOULE

6 PACK

TE N D E R , T A S T Y , M E A TY

FRVBtS
FO R T H R IFT Y  B U YER S

GOOCH BR

STEAKFINGERS
890PKG.

PLUS 
DEPOSIT

DELTA
JUMBO
ROLL

TOWELS

CUT-UP 
LB. 57<

WHOLE
ONLY

LB

NEW YEARS TREAT

FRESH . )

SALT
CASSEROLE

BLACKEYE
JOWL PEAS
.29«!a'39̂

\FROZEN FÖÖD^
MORTON JEUEY OR GLAZED

DONUTS BOX
PATIO DINNERS

630
MEXICAN EA.
RICHS WHIP 550:
TOPPING 9 OZ. 

TUB

GRIFFIN

PRESERVES,: 
18 ÒI. GLASS

TEXAS RUBY RED

Juicy 

Pound 19o
CAUFORNIA

DECKER 
12 OZ. PKG.

DECKER

CHOICE BEEF
CHUCK

6 5 0 J U S H BOX $4.19
POUND $1°« GAIN

CHOICE BEEF

DECKER 
2 IB SACK

KING

89

AVOCADOS
WASHINGTON

PEARS
FRESH

GARBAGE

UkRGE
EACH 21

LB

LB. 1
UOUID

GT.

W E B B  W E GIVE
WELCOME m S B  GIFT BOND

FOOD STAMPS
CSSS]

STA M PS Double on
SHO P Wednesday
AND with $5.00
SAVE or more

OUS

3»

C A  R  $ O  N ^ S
S U P E R  m a r k e t

V F R Kf c l  T E X A S  

P P E S H  V E C E  t a b l e  ‘

r

L .


