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When the> sitw the star, the> 
rejmced exceedingl) w ith  
great joy . . .Then opening 
their treasures, th ey  of­
fered him gifts, gold and 
t rankincense and my rrh. 

•Matthew 2:10-U

I  r a
W W W

PUBLISHED WEEKLY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1976
■!!*■!!> W > W > W »W > W > «i

VOL 87, NO. 44

The true spirit 
of Christmas

As all Chnstiandom p a u ses  at 
Christmas time to celebrate the birth 
of the Saviour, it is especially fitting 
that we In the Merkel area be thankful 
for the blessing which have been ours 
during the past year.

We tlunk it appropriate that we all 
take time to re-read again the beauti­
ful story of the birth of Christ as told 
by Saint Luke in the King James Bible.

And It came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from 
Cesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed.

(And this taxing was first mode when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.J

And all went to be taxed, every one 
into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee,

out of the city of .\azareth, into Judea, 
unto the city of Uavid, which was called 
Bethlehem, (because he was of the 
liouse and lineage of Uavid,j

To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were 
ttiere, tne days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid turn in a manger; 
because there was no riMin for them In 
the inn.

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
up<.*n them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them; and they were 
sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Tear 
not: fur, behold, 1 bring you good 
tidings of great J<iy, which shall be to 
all people.

1 or unto you is born this day in the 
city of Uavid a baviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ve shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying.

Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth |>eai'e, good will toward men.

And It came to apss, as the angels 
were gone away fiom  them into heaven, 
the shepher<ls said one to another. Let 
us now go ev en unto Bethleliem and see 
tills thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the batie lying 
in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made 
kn'jwn abroad the saying which was told 
then concerning this child.

And all they that heard It wondered 
at those things which were told them by 
the Shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart.

And the sheptierds returned, glorify­
ing and praising God fur all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as It 
was told unto them.

And when eight d a y s  were ac­
complished for the circumcising of the 
child, his name was called Jesus, which 
was So named of the angel l>efore he 
was conceived in the womb.

MMl Christmas messages from area ministers

M % By Carl Dinglar

Meriy Chnstmas and a very joyous holiday!
* All of the i>e p ie here at The Merkel Mail wish to 
,ihank each of you personally for the many wonderful words 
of encouragement and for all the help and friendly as- 
sisunce you have given us everyday of the year.

Without your support and Interest our job would have 
been much, much harder and the end product—your 
newspaper--would not have l>een as great.

This has been a great Bicentennial year for uS, In that 
we have known each of you and have done our best to 
re sen t you with a truly representative newsoaoer.

May the great relationship and friendship continue 
througn eacn oay ot tne hew year. We are here to serve 
y«iu and to t<ask In your joys and to comfort in your sorrows.

S<>, from Publisher Steve Lanham and wife Kaye, Martha 
kue Justice. Ann Uoan, Lillian Pack, Uavid Booth, .Mychele 
Hamtiond and myself and wife Karen, here’s hoping old 
bantj provides you with more happiness and goodwill 
than vou can possibly use in a lifetime. If so, share It 
with others as you have with us.

Here's a Christmas item we ran across and think It 
i.s worthy of note:

The merry rejoicing at Chnstmas, celebraUng the Birth 
of Christ, seeks to recapture the glory and wonder of 
the Nativity. People every where come together in warmth 
and govKlwill. recalling the Source of the Spirit that binds 
them together.

Although Chnstmas Is celebrated all over the world, 
H IS not really known whether or not Jesus, as a boy , 
ever had a birthday party. Jews of His time did not cele- 

a rate birthdays. . .such observances were for kings and 
oihei important people, who lived in palaces. With or 
without birthday parUes, Jesus had an enchantedchildhood, 
#o say the legends.

^ One such story says He made mud-pie birds one rainy 
day, and as He finished them, they flew away. For having 
bowed down to give Its fruit to His Holy Mother, Jesus 
rewarded a palm tree by having a cutting of it planted 
In Paradise.

The Magic of Christmas is happily contagious, trans- 
furnilng the world In an atmosphere of brotherhood and 
anuctpatlon. Its m.igic brings families together. Inspires 
a spirit of generosity and giving, and fills the heart with 
a heady lightheartedness long remembered from one’s 
childhoixl.

For It Is in childhood that the magic of the Vuletlde 
IS felt most keenly. The air quivers i\ith excitement and 
the promise of things to come. Pungent smells fill the

t house and little ones can hardly sleep, for Ustemng to 
.the furtive sounds of mom and d ^  tiptoeing and whlsper- 
*iiig and wrapping, far Into the night.

' An old FreiKh proverb says “ Miracles happen only to
* those who believe In them.’ ’ Surely, we can all believe!
•  purely we can reinforce our faith In mlraclesl

And, this taken from here and there:
It Isn’t the money we get for the Job 

Ttiat makes us happy and content.
It's the joy we find in doing the thing 
That pays for the effort we’ ve spenL 
It isn’t the glory that follows the deed 
That counts for the utmost, my friend. 
It's the satisfaction we find In the act 
That pays the real dividend.
It isn’t the amount of material things 
That makes us rich, let me say 
It’s the service we give lo our tellowman 
That pays the highest returns every day I

Th« Star
Scientist and Astrologers are say­

ing that there was a natural Star ar­
rangement at the birth of Jesus that 
could account for the mysterious star 
the Wisemen followed. It was the com­
bination of two or three stars In one 
position. They did also say, however, 
that the star could have been Just like 
the Christmas story gives it. There is 
one thing I am sure about. It was God’s 
Star. It IS not difficult fur me to be­
lieve In miracle stars after seeing the 
lieautiful star here at the Methodist 
Church.

We have some windows in our church 
with glass that is a kind of milk white 
but IS sort of crinkled and patterned. 
This window IS like all other windows 
while It Is light, but when It Is dark 
there may not be another window in the 
world Use it. This is not a large 
window and it is about one fourth way 
up the stairway leading to the balcony.
I passed the window one night about two 
years ago and It was fairly dark In the 
church. When 1 looked out the window 
and saw the big star I was startled, 
and amazed, and truthfully 1 was a little 
frightened.

You can not see Uiruugh this window 
in the daylight, but there it was now- 
a STAK that filled all the outside. It 
IS nut in the winduw-it simply fills 
all the outside view from that window. 
It IS a colored star and gives the Im­
pression that It Is a spiritual thing, 
and nut the creation of man. I stood 
looking at the sight, bewildered, and 
confused. And then I thought-This is the 
Glory of God. The blinking of the eyes 
did not make it go away. Cautiously 1 
started looking fur an explanation. 1 went 
away and returned but it was still there. 
To make a long story-shorter-I looked 
for the explanation and this Is what I 
found.

A parking lot light across the block 
at the far side of the Baptist Church 
grounds w as reflecting through our 
church window. I do not know why a 
parking lot light makes a beautiful 
colored star as It shines through our 
window. All 1 know is-it is there and 
you can see lt--that Is If you look at 
the star through the window of the 
Methodist Church. No one else has a 
star like this one.

There Is something strange about all 
this. The Baptists can not see the 
star unless they look through the Metho­
dist window. But, on the other hand, 
the Methodist would not have a window 
with a star if  the Baptist light was not 
shinning Into it, iSouldn't It be a ter­
rible thing If the Methodist refused to 
let the Baptist look at the star through 
the Methodist window-and then the Bap­
tist would cover up the light that shines 
to make the star- and then the Methodist 
wouldn’t have a window with a star In 
It.

1 am a little sad this Chnstmas be­
cause most of us will let the Wisemen 
follow the Star to the Christ-then all of 
a sudden we claim the Chnst for our 
own little group. We should be lo a 
battle FOR Chrlst-not In a dispute 
OVKK ChnsL Chnstmas represents 
CHRIST for allpeople-rlch-poor-dlrty- 
the haves-and the have noU. All people 
In Churches-and out of Churches are 
His Children.

Like the star In the window--The 
window can not make a sU r without 
the reflection of the light—but neither 
can the light make s star without the 
window. God gave us the Chnst-but 
■unless He shines In us-there is no 
light. We can not have light without

His love and salvation. Christ wixild 
have been born without a purpose un­
less we open our hearts and let Him 
come in.

The gift IS also dependent upon the 
giver-There could not be a gift without 
the giver-The giver could know no 
fulfillment unless there is one to re­
ceive.

ho, here at Christmas time-wesend 
to you our love in the Spirit of the 
Christ, but It will be lost unless you 
receive what we offer.

Russell McAnally
Pastor
First L'mted Methodist Church

Tall If Uka It Is
“ Tell It like it is ’ ’ has become al­

most a proverb in this modern society. 
Education, religion, and business, even 
politics, try to impress people with the 
need to adopt this basic idea--to make 
any message worth telling short enough 
to be remembered and long enough to 
in c lu d e  all important truths, broad 
enough to include everyone and challeng­
ing enough  to restrict anyone; and 
directly to the point.

Such a message is the message of 
Christmas. Not the tinsel, lights, trees 
and presents to thrill the kids. Not the 
family reumons and home cooking that 
satisfies adults. And certainly not the 
emotional plays, nostalgic songs, and 
religious myths and traditions that at 
best only hint at the truth; but the 
stark reality of the Angelic proclamation 
of the birth of Jesus.

“ And the angel said unto them, fear 
not; for, behold, 1 bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. F or unto you Is born 
this day in the city of Uavid a 
Savloc, who IS Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; 
ye shall find a tiabe wrapped In 
swaddling c lo th e s ,  lying in a 
manger.”  (Luke 2:10-12)

The introduction, verse 10, prepared 
the hearers for the message. A message 
whlc h was designed for their personal 
good and very deep well-being; fur 
Joy is much deeper than mere happiness.
A umversal message which would grow 
from a hillside arena to encompass the 
whole earth In coming centuries.

The heart of the message, verse 11, 
identified the person bom to be the ful­
fillment o f prophecy. Earlie r pro­
claimed and promised, the message of 
the Savior’s birth bore the unmistakable 
signature ot Cod’ s accomplishment In 
prophetic fulfillment. His name, Jesus, 
means Savior, so the angel’s words 
could not be forgotten. ThemerecaUlng 
of His name was a reminder. 'Unto 
you Is born a Savior. . from the 
very first, even as a babe. His earthly 
min istry was of the fore. The angel 
did not say the one born “ will be”  
a savior, but that the ’ Vsvlor is bom.”  
“ Christ . . ,”  the one special promise 
of God of the Messiah at long last 
resllzsd. And, wonder of wonders. He 
Is “ Christ the Lord. . The exclusive 
title applied only lo Jehovah In the Old 
Testament, applied to  Jesus, uniting 
through Incarnation God and man In one 
person to accomplish total fulfillment 
vJ God’ s redemptive plan.

As Ssvdor. Jesus was bom to the 
cross of calvary bringing redemption 
from sin through His sacrificial death.

As Christ, Jesus was bom to the 
tomb, to carry to total defosi the power 
and bondage of sin and death. The sin- 
bearer of all those who open their 
hearts to Him.

As Lord, Josus was bom to rssur- 
recUon, alive forevermore, estabUsh-

liig His kingdom as eternal. First in the 
hearts and lives of His people and 
eventually, totally over Heaven and 
FUrth.

Verse 12, then, concludes the mes­
sage with both a direct and implied 
commission to tlie shepherds. Lkrect 
in the immediate location of the birth 
place so that they might meet Him per­
sonally. Implied in that they should 
share w hat they had both heard and seen 
so that those at every age who would 
personally submit to the King of Kings 
would partake of His eternal life and 
kingdom.

Yes, “ Tell it like it is ’ ’ the tinsel, 
lights, trees, saiitas, presents, parties, 
and gaity are as m>ich of a part of real

Christmas as an egg-laying rabbit is of 
a real Easter!

Tb you who decry the absence of 
Chnst in Chnstmas, make sure that 
He, Jesus, IS truly at the heart of your 
own personal CArialmaa. To you wlio 
know the Lord Jesus Chnst and are 
repulsed by theaxtremecommerrialism 
and emotionalism of the Chnstmas 
season, pleese reflect. This is the best 
they have or ever will have unless you 
share the real message of Christmas 
with them. Uon't just tell them what is 
wrong! Tell them wliat or better, who. 
IS right! Tell it Uke it la ...  and soon. . . 
and often. Havea reel, JoyfulChristmas.

by Jim Lawless, Pastor 
F irst Baptist Church, 

Trent

'A Man Callad Christ'
He was born In an obscure village, 

the child of a peasant woman.
He grew up in still anuher village 

where He worked In a carpenter’ s 
shop unul he was thirty.

Then for three years He was a 
traveling preacher.

He never w rote a book.
He never held an office.
He never had a family or owned a 

house.
He didn’t go to college.
He never visited a big city.
He never traveled two hundred miles 

from the place where He was born.
He did none of the things we usually 

associate with greatne.«s. •
He had no credentials but himself.
He was only thirty-three when the 

ude of public opinion turned against 
Him.

His friends ran away. He was be­
trayed.

He was turned over to enemies. He 
was sold for thirty pieces of silver.

He had a mock-up Inal.

He was nailed to a cross between 
two thieves.

He had execuooners who gambled for 
His clothes while he was dying.

He had no other possessions or 
property.

He w'ls laid in a borrowed grave by 
a fnend when He was dead.

He IS the central figure of the human 
race today after nineteen centuries.

He is today Süll the InapiraUon and 
leader of human progress.

A l l  the armed f o r c e s  that ever 
marched.

A ll the navies that ever sailed.
All the governments that ever sat,
A ll the kings that ever ruled.
A ll put together
Have not affected the life of man on 

earth as much as that one solitary life 
i i  a man called Chnst.

Father Jerome C/Mahony 
Our Mother of Mercy- 
Catholic Church, Merkel

Trent Livestock Show Jan. 15
The Trent Livestock Show is set Saturday, January 15, 

at 10 a.m. at the Trent Vocational Agriculture Bam.
there will be an FFA-FHA barbecue lu-Kh at the school 

cafeteria from 11:30 to 1 p.m. that day.
Competition in the day-long show- will Include rabbits 

poultry, horses, sheep, swine and beef cattle projects.
Floyd Collins, Snyder agriculture teacher, will judge 

the competitioii.

BROWNII PARTY— MeoibM« ot tile Merkel Rravealee were 
feted with a special visit from Seats Claee Deceeiber I I  
at the Scout Hut during their Ckiistraae party.

. . i ,
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Tl.uisda}, Li**cen.l'ei C3, IjTti

lav vou vhare the 
wondrouv tidingv of this 

Hols Season.
Merry Christmas and 

sinierest thanks.

WILSON JEWELERS

Ui’ur satita,
Hiivk IS kuiliili'h th«i I e<ln )Se 

leiinlfer feeUiii? Ue has a 
red nose. For Christmas 1 
■aaiit S'lnie l ars strech Arm­
strong. mone>. paint. Nivt and 
ariosi. and a tiunrh more. Tell 
Mrs. Santa and the Fives a

Letters to Santa Claus
Kudolph a Ueer a Merry 
Christnia.s.

Simerely Vour Friend 
Hegina Stuckey 
3rd Grade

SfNOff CmZENS 
SCHEDULE EVENTS 

ht Monday of
Month Singing 

2nd Toosday Noon 
Covered Oith 
Gome Nights 

Every Thvrsday 
t  4th Monday 
4th Thor. Gome 

Night Reserved for 
Tolontod Amoreurt.

Uaar Santa Claus,
1 want a surprise f o r 

Christmas. 1 have a little 
brother named Kevin and a 
cousin named Tanya, say hi 
to your reindeer and elves 
and .Mrs. Santa Claus. 1 wish 
you all a very M e rry  
christmias.

With lov e,
Kelly Kiney

1 want ot Xmas, this is what 
thay are. 1, a ¿o cart. 2. a 
^ter. 3. some hut weelecars. 
■1. a bicicle 5. thundership 
500. 6. ran allye.

Sincerely
Warren Stephens

Dear SantaCaus, pleesebring 
me a nevs' bicycle and a bebe 
gun and sum bbs with it. 

Sincerely 
Doug Baltezore

Gear sant.i
1 hope this letter (inds you 

well. If you are not well 1 
tiope you are well soon.

1 am trying to be a goid 
Im), but sometí mes It’ s hard. 

1 have made a list of thinks

Gear Santa Claus,
I like a bike and a space 

11199 space ship and a go cart 
and some clothes and a J. 
J. Arns and his car and please 
put the candy in my stocking. 
1 wish you a Merry Christmas 
and 1 will have a Merry 
Christmas.

Sincerely
Kirk Heyen

Gear Santa Clause,
1 want a Baby Thumbulna 

or a Sleep Baby Sleep.
With Love,
Lone Kimbrell

M a y  love and happiness decorate your holiday 
and everyone around your tree share the special joy

that only Christmas brings! At this festive season we reach out 
to greet the friends who mean so much to us 

all year through l hanks for being part of our lives.

SAerry, SA erry  Christm as!

«

1

FROM All OF 0$ AT
THE FARMERS AND NATIONAL BANK

«I
L

1 Wish 1 got a bbguii.
1 wish 1 got some mittens. 
1 wish I got some sokse 

fur Christmas.
Your friend,
John

me a tenspeed a sclope, gun, 
games.

Sincerly
Dean Franklin »

Gear Santa Claus
Please brung me a some 

toys. I don’t care w.ant you 
give me. The class made a 
gitf for they mothers. 

Sincerely 
Luc retía Wad

Gear Santa,
1 would like a sthatamstar 

please and a tore arsse. 
Sincerely 
Hobin Kay

Gear Santa
1 want some pencils and 

paper and clothes and this 
barbie that you can turn her 
hair and it is white and you 
can turn her hair and It is 
black.

Love
Luan

Gear Santa 
1 wish 1 got a bike.

Gear Santa,
1 think 1 have been a pretty 

good g irl this year. 1 would 
like to have a bike, a house 
coat, a gown, a radio and a 
doll. See you soon.

Your friend

Gear Santa, 
how are you doing could 

ask you some things f o f  
Christmas | would like ^  
race car and some truckg. 
and a b b  gun a watch some 
cloths and some shoes And i -  
plane some books a r*.*t «  
cowboy hat, some boots some 
soxs some crayums s^m4 
paper

Sincerely '•
Kichle Holcomb

Your fnend 
Tammy Montgomery

Gear Sanu For Christ mail 
I want a drum .set. And 1 
want a nice little penguin 

Sincerely i
Gevin. Sanford 1

Gear, Santa, 1 have been good 
this year, will you get me a 
gutter and a walktalky and a 
pelletguii and a car and a 
w.ttch and that's all. be sure 
and get my sister and brother 
something. And all the other 
kids in Merkel

love
Dennis Fortune

Tickmts

availabi»

Gea r Santa
1 hope you don’t go to sleep 

and don’t wake up like are 
Christmas play were goingtu 
have, and don’ t forget to bring

W IN G S
M a y  our pleasant 
relationship continue 
to flower and grow 
throughout a 
happy and healthy 
Christmas Holidaif!

STANFORD'S
ELECTRONICS & PLASTER]

m  KENT

Snowmen fat and jolly, i .

W in d o w s bright with holly/- 

Snow flakes on your nose.

Jack  Frost at your toes.

B e lls  that chime,

hearts that sing,
Y  i:
ihese are the joys.

That Christmas brings! l i :
 ̂ It is our joy to know you...thanks^‘

CIRCIE « WESTERN HOUSE

:• c

W e  join Frosty : 
in extending 
warmest 
thoughts and 
best wishes

:• V.
-Z0-

for a
wonderful 
holiday from 
beginning 
to end.

HICKS AUTO SUPPLY
MM, S., M M iS r , MAtVM,

r o i r ^ i
■i I

WANOXr^Aty, «  OAtUNO
I

r

Í

Benny Melton of the Mer* 
kel Chamber of Com i*rce 
reports he tias received‘ 35 
tickets to the Fort Worth fat- 
stock show and rodeo. ;o* 

The tickets are for sjàur-
day, February 5 and at^ $4 
each. Jp 1:

Anyone planning to 
and need tickets (or thie^ate 
may purchase them at' ltye 
Chamber office. ;

'
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
THh MKKKfcL MAU. 

Thursda), btn «niber 23, 1576

SPECIALS WfO.-THURS.-FRI. DEC. 22-23-24fh 
CtOSED SAT. CHRISTMAS DAY

HEADQUARTERS 
FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS NEEDS 

FRUITS-NUTS-CANDY
CHRISTMAS TREES 

TURKEYS-HENS-HAMS

tm

HOT BAR-B-QUE

POTATO SALAD - BEANS 
PIMENTO CHEESE

mu

CRISCO
J149

3  LB CAN

SUGAR PURE CANE 
WITH $10 PURCHASE 
EXCLUDING CIGARETTES Si. 33̂ :

TURKEYS ARMOURS STAR 
OR

BUTTERBALL

HAMS GOOCH 
HALF OR 
WHOLE LB.

$ p 9 S H A K K O D ^ ig g

S I . 2 9

CHUCK ROAST, m
HAMBURGER LB. 550
SAUSAGE GOOCH

GERMAN STYLE 12 02.
RING 39 A

V

BACON GOOCH

IMPERIAL POWDERED

SUGAR 2 .0 ? »  6 9 t
KRAFT MARSHMALLOW

CREAM 7 oi. 
JAR 4 9 C

u cp cu c ye

Chocolate Chips ^ OZ.
PKG

KRAFTS MIN ATURE ¿  q z  O H  A
MARSHMALLOWS
ANGEL FLAKE

COCONUT
4 OZ. 
CAN 4 5 t

LB.

$|09
WHITE

4 9 CKARO SYRUP »NT
KIMBELL SALAD '

CHERRIES 10 OZ. JAR S 9 (
KIMBELL ’S STUFFED

7 9 (OLIVES 7 OZ. JAR

UPTON'S INSTANT

TEA 5a ?^ $ 1 .3 9
.

C ranberry S auce OCEAN SPRAY 
300 SIZE 49(

G reen B eans DEL MONTE 
303 CAN 29Í

YAMS SUGARY SAM 
SQUAT CAN M i

ASPARAGUS DEL MONTE 
ALL GREEN 
300 SIZE 890

CORN DEL MONTE 
303 CAN 290

PINEAPPLE DEL MONTE 
CRUSHED

15 OZ.CAN 390
PEARS DEL MONTE 

303 CAN 390
PEAS DEL MONTE 

303 CAN 2/690
FLOUR GLADIOLA

5 LB. BAG 790

BEST MAID SWEET

PICKLES
2 2  OZ. 790

CHICKEN OF THE SEA

TUNA
FLAT CAN 550

4 MR. PIBB & 2 COKES
32 OZ. . . . .  990PLUS DEP.

CHEESE
PHILAOEIPHM CREAM

8 OZ. PKG. 590
TOWELS

GALA
BIG
ROLL 550

CHEER
BLUE DETERGENT

GIANT
SIZE $1.19

^  tiU B E n iD O m
>01490

HßfP*
DONALD DUCK

ORANGE JUICE
NATURE RIPE

STRAWBERRIES*"^ 390
KEITH PARKERHOUSE

ROLLS 490
,

RUNANAS IB 190
RED DEL.

APPLES IB 350
GOLDEN DELAPPLES OB 350
RUBY REDGRAPEFRUIT
ONIONS TB 12c
YAMS IB 290
CELERY J 9 0

CHOCOLATE COVERED

CHERRIES
ICRANBERRIES >.o 49 0}

790BRACHS 
9 OZ. BOX

OLEO BLUE BONNEU

LB. 450
MuucieWhip KRAFTS

SALAD DRESSING
QT.SSO

MILK MARIGOLD
2%
HOMO
GAL

EGGNOG GANDY’S
OB
FOREMOST QT.

WHIPPING CREAM 
SOUR CREAM 
HALF & HALF
USD A APPRO 

TO REDiSm 
POOD STAMPS 
DELIVERIES DAILY 

AT lO.-OO A.iM.
$5.00 

miMIMUM 
DtUVtEY

GANDY’S
OR
FOREMOST

M flUGiM ATtO  A ft 
1033 N. StCOND

CRTN 
p a o k í n g  l o t U ^ S S S

330

^  her»* (luHlomprs S«*nd Their Friends

■ 1 »  ■■ fH B t IL t t f it fU .. . . w . .

Double Premiums 
.On WEDNESDAY DM 
Purchnse ef $7.50

OR MORE IN MERCHAMDIU

Save Voluable 
Cush Register Tupesj
.ú is í.

I
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S200 CASH OW f( r ftO M  FACTOtY ON AU 

4Sr»i SfOANS ANO STAJfON WAGONS.
GIT THÍ 60 000 NILS ENGINf WAÊÊANTY.

PftICES START AT $3395 
SELECT PROM STOCK OR 

PLACE TOUR ORDER.

< H K»‘4. $l&‘*.‘t* s,<\f> ■ >1-1 •. • .

19"i H > .V t ' i r n  stai >n W ij.il, Air ijid............................................................. JI/V5
. 'i4 I o NMAC CATAI.I '.A  4 'ir, 

j i. 'I ' :r. I u>{ - .*.ic»*. ( ‘Ill’ ............... S 3 4 9 5

Vi LkSWAvji N s y  AKa MAÍ a aut..-i-
*.ia . /» r ’;UiU radiu, 4 luj-
• 4> Olii ......................................... $895

-  i ‘.< . ,lr'. \ Ca PKJCI 4 dr., air cuiid.,..................................................... P995
1974 CHtX HoLKT NO\ A .tatchiack Coiip«, ,
.tir r>.a»>r . . . .  $2395

1 .; !• .riA i CA lAL! A 4 dr. swlan. air „ q q ,ĉ nu .....................................................J»W5
7t ht'NNr*\¡ll p. HhOCoHAM - 4-dr. hftrd* 
t"i ft-l *iiîî r^*l in>l HMif. 6u-4

* St At-  ̂ 1 A b»- iut. . . .  ........... .............. ? ? ? ?

I . > tu >; r; r l 2 .n I'lCKup 6 f> l ..
■ t ' I a 1. i.il .’ «•ater. 1 aid*. i>e<l, Lijiit

■ ii.i Ih,  ..................................$39V5
i

I
 ̂ Wt ko«c scvcrd »tlMr Bict ms«A cart, SO COM! Sti OS

"We Sell 'Im-W e Loose 'fm "
Palmer Pontiac & CMC 
I ^  MERKELI A t lL in i 073 -11S2 MHKEL. n iA S  128-511

K SAI.K -;967 Kord T-Bir» 
■-J k -o, L'.adtal $593, Call 

-..li, 92>í-4j33 >r 92«-585)'. 
r-t fn r ISERVICE

Olir
S i)cc¡a lty

. F. L. FISHER 
!FINA SERVICE
I
I  TWO LOCATIONS 
¡INTERSTATE  2 0  &

WEST HIGHWAY80

M E R K E L  

!  A U T O  P A R T S
I  921 N. 2nd 
I
I  OPEN
I  SATUPDAYS TOO
■ WE WEtCOME 
I  YOUR BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

*»»*»»
»»
*»
»
»
»»AA
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

A a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a * * * * * * ^

GENERAL MOTORS ’
BEST

C. B.
RtC. JI99.95

m i f  S149.95
_SAVE_ $50.00

PALM ER PONTIAC 
& GMC

J ^ R V IC E J " HELP WAHTED
WILL bAHIalT Lattf evei. i.g 
and thr .iigl: the night, 92 - 
4664.

43-2tc
NKEU Hfcl P-Call Outreach 
926-0809 or cuire b> Tti® 
Vouth Center at 1028 Noith 
First t>«t«ee[i 9 and 11 a.:n.

26-Uc
KOK 7 1 K furniture uf- 
ti'jlt’ **! US it bet’ r

r I “  s 1 1  ;t a r. d . a 
f  at. I i< s. 112 Uutternit, 
Abile.ie. Frofessiunal u(- 
holster> aiailal’le.

26-tic

CRAFTHOUSE
502 KENT 
928-4883

MON. - SAT.
K)O0 ril 600

Just At.l\ed--the iievk 
breathin. plant p«..ts.

Mun.-3at. 10:00 Ul 6 
P a i n t s  plaster, craft 

kits, jeuelr , suuverurs, 
inacranm <-otd and beads. 
Mangers, puts,  «rough! 
irun, floaers and cactus 

Garage sale itenis.
No« taking Chnstma.'' 

bakii.g orders. .
Lots of rute Christmas 

things and decorations.

rhXAi k)Il. CUV PANI .Neecs 
maty re p e r s o n  for shint 
trips surtounding Merkel. 
C o n ta c t  custonieis. We 
train. Write P. K Dick, 
Pres., bouth«esteri! Petr' • 
ledili I ort Worth, Texa'.

44-lt>
BlSl.Nf,S.S UPPOKTVMT'S 

$500 MO.NnU.V C lip p in g  
leir.s ' . „r I .-«siiaper.
t-XI e n e n i  e u iiiie c e s -  
sarv, f  it details send 30i’ 
and s ta m p ed  address><l 
eni elope to O. Johnson, P.O. 
brauer P, Wont Belvlev, 
Texas 77580

44-4t<

CARPET CLEANERS
DEEP SOIL 
EXTRACTION 

FREE ESTIMATES 
692-7576 (ABUENE)

NEED
A N9w Woter W0II 
DrilUdT Alto Inttall 

M»Y»rs Subs 8 
Jacuttl J»tt

ROBERT HIGGINS
928-5998

LUCAS Ä HAYS 
WELDING
m Kent 
All Types 
Welding

Ph. 928-5630 or 
928-5794

WE BOTH LOOSE
"IP YOU DON'T 

CALL M E"
ROADS
DRIVES

LEVEUNG
TERRACING

MATERIAL HAULED 
ANYWHiffE 
928-5769

TEST HOLES 
WATER WEILS 

A PUMP SERVICE
AC  BLAKENEY

915-529-32K)

F O R R E S U U S

A A A A A W W O A A * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MERKEL VfW 
r c P f  POST 5683
[ x V H  MONTHIY

REG MEETING 
8 30 PM.

SECOND THURSDAY 
POST 8 LADIES AUXILIARY
Y’ALL COME NOWl

MASONIC MEETING
.  Sl.tted meeting if M el- 

uwL xel Lodge No. 710 on 
2nd Saturd.i) and 4th 
Thursday of each montf 

at 7;U' |.m. Wstots «elcome 
Men.bets urged to attend,
WILEY NOAH , WA1 
ROY MASHBURN, Sec'y

FOR MONUMENTS
and

CEMETERY CURBING 
M A (Sorgi Noilor 
1404 Herring Dr.
Merkel, Teaas 

Phono 928-5565

I REAL EJiATE

TOOMBS 
REAL ESTATE

FREDDY TOOMBS 
(BROKER)
ri6 EDWARDS 
PH. 928-5921 

RES 928-5696 
RES. 928-5508

ABILENE B J I - t m
40 ACKP>i f l i t  SALK 
NiHKlle a lea on |>aied 
road.  Will (Lvide fur 
xeterans.

h ig h w a y  f b u n t  AGP., 
oil 1-20. f o r  loiiinier- 
cial usel f 01 sale.

2 BLUHÜÜM HOUSK 
f  enced yard, paneled 
kitchen, completely re­
decorated.

\ AC  AN T LOTS P OK
b A L P - fo i trailei and 
buildings In all setti'ms 
ol to« 11.

WE NEED 
ALL KINOS OF

lu t in g s  h o u s e s ,
FARMS A RANCHES

e
e
A
A
e
*
e
e
»
e
e
»
»
A»
»
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

A * A * * e e * * e * * * A A %  e 'e  A

“ / ra C E  TRUCK, 
WILL TR A U EL" '

$. K. TRUCKING COMPANY
COMPLETE SEPTIC TANK SERVICE 
SPECIALIZE IN PUMPING SEPTIC * 

TANKS, MUD TRAPS, A SAND TRAPS
• I

CHARLES s c o n , OWNER :
BOX 247 

TYE, TEXAS 79563

CALL COLLECT 915-692-0078

4
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A,
A
Ati
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
1

IJkNL f OK SAl F?
CA l.l Collei t-Bill Largent, 
F a r  111 and Kanch ,Vgr. at 
Frances McClure Inc., Keal- 
turs. 3157 biiuth 27Ui Abi­
lene. 698-3211 Ntgbt 698- 
23*-

4o-

L O W  C O ST H O tb lN G  
Situated in Merkel. Oxer 800 
square teet. 1 bedroom, liv­
ing rixrin, 1 bath «ith  extra 
room. Only >4,200. Lki«mng 
and Ikiggett Heal Fstate, 
698-9056.

41-4U-

PRESTIGE 
HOMES A 

PKOPERTIB

317 N. WllUs Suite *0
Abilene 673-8444
LAKGF itA.M.11 «anted with 
mce home for out ul state 
buyer. Call us no«!

136 acr-s on FM 707 north 
of i-20, city «a ter available,
live creek tanks, 1 '4
minerals. Ideal for develop­
ment.
Shannon TeaL . . .692-0787 
Morns Harper. . ..698-9689 
‘Pauline Butman,

CKJ...................... 692-2222
REALTOKS

MEKKFL BRANCH OFFICE 
3111) and Pat Neff. .928-5623 

.Equal Housing Opportunity

y * * e e  • # • # • • • • •
WATER WEU :

oRiuiNb  : r
I
I

The Merkel Mail
PLBLlSHEitS STATEMENT 

Established in 1889

Put'Ushed weekly at 916 N. Second St., Men. 1, Texas

Entered at the Poet Office at Merkel, Texas, 79536 
as second class mslL

Any eiruneous rq^ecbon up*« the character, standinc af 
r-votatiuo of any person, firm or corporation, which may 
s ,p ea i in the columns at the newspaper will be corrected, 
giadiy, upon b « o f  brought to the attention of the pubUsber.

WE PAY •
•50% OVER FACE • 
VALUE FOR AU I  
SILVER COINS S 

(S2J0  FOR 1100 e 

SAVER) (We poy 25<; 

for tilvor dh tot) e

PRATTS COIN « •  
STAMP SHOP :
* 2155 S. 1st. I

o
Abilene, Tesot •

• • • • e e e c e e A e e e a A t S

SEAT COVER 
CENTER

‘ Seat Coven 
‘  Truck Cuthiont 
‘ Door Panolt 

‘ Arm Pelts 
‘ Headliners 

1056 BL TTF.KNL T
677-1349

I
I!

FOR THOSE GOOD

SHEU PRODUCTS
STOP BY

DISHMAN’S
SHELL
211 KENT 
928-5272

MECHANIC ON DUTY

TYPEWRITERS
ADDING

MACHINES
SALES SERVICE 

RENTALS
PHONE 928-5374 

2n ASH 
MERKEL

JERRI’S 
TYPEWRITER 

___ ,S ERVICE______

T IR E D  
of looking 

for
just the 

right gift?

I II
II
I

CAN HAUL 
DIRT

ROCK A GRAVEL 
LEVEL A REPAIR 

DRIVEWAYS
I  !  Call Evenings

f
II
I
f
I
I

!
I

4

I
Ì  ^ u ii cv«nin||s «

I  Harold Walker I
j  Phono 928-5872 j

I  . 202 Cherry j

FOR YOUR 
WELDING NEEDS 

CALL
JOHN LUCKEY 

928-5149 
MERKEL

bCHSCRlPTlON KATE: $4.75 Per Veer Taylor and adjoin­
ing counties. SC;50 Per Year <juteide ot Taylor and adjoin­
ing counties.

V e iT ^ r  of UiA Tenas press 4f«uciationl 
ana west Tuxas Prema AMociatlon.

STIVE LAN HAM........................PiMisher
Carl U infler..................................M ltor
Marthe bue Juetieev . . .Adveraalec Salee Menacer

Por elee siti s i Ratee:
S1.50 ^almum for thè flrst tour base ( I l  words)i Caceae 

of 4 linee wUl be charged at thè rate ai I cents per «ortL 
TERMS; SS ceste dteeouaPif bill pal4 pelor lo flret Ineerttoa. 
. Card of Thaaks fS ter tba Qrat M  worda. 6 caela par 
«ord ter aecfe addiOoeal word. TBRMS: Caeli U) adegace 
ualees accotsai ta satehtiabart
' mTlCB at tjrpacrephtcal or otber errore mael be glvao 
be »re  ifee secoad laaerMoti or elaliaa ter radnada or ea- 
lenaloae w(U aot be 1

AUTHORIZED DEALER 
^ iJ ^ L a w n  S Garden Equipment

...... . AHis-Chahners- Owalonna
Hoy Mochinery 

Farm Equipment and Forney
Welding Equipment 

Shafer Plows - Condnel Belton Products
677-4349

DOTY FARM EQUIPMENT CO
366 ChotemH

ANcbN-Svadoyt-NeMays 673-34SI -  898-2572

Moy we suggest q subscription 

to . . .

The Merkel Mdl
916 W. Saaaad 8fcaaa 928-5712

PUBLIC NOTICE
HOI SE FOR K E N T .ta ll928- 
5723.

44-Ul

i F0R/ALE~|
ONE 11 X H tU l.O K FA V ll.Y  

P t’KTHAlT mounted un a 
deiu-plaquv $0.95. To be 
taken January 15 or 16. 
Co 11 ta c t  Lam bd a  B e ta  
ineml'ei of comeby Caatille’ s 
by January 7.

43-3U-
fO K  b A L E -N e « ¿eaUnd 

Keds, Whites, and Blacks. 
G ood  sho« ratvbits. Jody 
Pittman, 3249 Melinda l ane, 
A llien « or call C72-9654. 

40-4tp
WCGL'ff>3 KEALEhb, set 
of seven $16.95 postpaid. 
E r v in  Enterprises, Mc- 
l> i« « l l ,  V i r g in ia  24458. 
phiiiie 703-396-62u7.

44-3U

FOH bALE-197'j V. W. 
«indo « van «ith  3 k«au>-
1.000 niil«!> on n ««  motor. 
Les-s tli.in 100 miles on n ««

r e a r  end. C. V. jo in t s  
g u a ra n te e d  6-months or
6.000 miles by V, W.house-
60.000 miles and like ne« 
inside. 1965 long «id e  auto- 
maiic and air Chevrolet 
p ick -u p , 928-5324 a f t e r  
4:00.

44-tfr

STARTING DECEMBER I'Jlh 
a re; resentativ e of the Hig- 
ginbiitham Fut Company will 
be In Merkel at the Sham­
rock Truck Stop ftorn 8a.m. 
to 8:30 a.m. to l>uy furs 
every Sunday.

44-3tp

tIT A llU N  BY 

PL’ BI.ICATION

I HE STA TE Of TEXAS
TO: A1 White. Respondent; 

GREETINGS;
YOU ARE HEREBY CÜM- 

M A N D f. D to appear and 
aiis«er befóle the lionoiable 
Inn estic Relations C o u rt , 
Taylor County, Texas, at the 
Courthouse of said County in 
Abilene, Texas, at or before 
lU o’cliX'K a.m. of tiie Mon­
day next after the expiration 
of 2b days lliim the date of 
service of this citation, then 
and there to ans«er the ;>ett- 
tion of Christian Home.s of 
A b i l e t e  Inc., Petitioner, 
filed Ul said Court on the 10th 
day o f December, 1978, 
against A1 White, Kespondent, 
and said suit being nuii bered 
12,633-DK on the docket of 
said Court, and entitlwl “ In 
Tlie Intel est of Baby Boy A 
George and Baity Hoy B 
George, children, the luture 
of «hicli s'iit IS a request to 
teim iiute pareiit-i hild le la - 
uonsliip.

Said ciuldien «e ie lx ir iith e  
8th day of December, 1976, 
in Al'llene, Taylor County,

Texas.
The Court has autliority in 

tins suit to enter any judgment 
or decieh in ihe child's in­
terest «Inch « i l l  Ite liintbng 
upon you, I nc ludlng^ the 
(eiinination of the ;tarent* 
child relationship and theap- 
|t>tiiitiiiftil of a 1 <mservatoi 
« 1th authority to consent to 
Ihechll'l's adii;itiitn.

I! this citationisnoi served 
«itim i ninety days after the 
date of issuaiH e. It shall be 
returned unsetved.

The officer executing this 
« r i i  sh.ill pronifitly servethe 
same accutding to require- 
n. en ts  of la «, and thè 
mandates herettf, and make 
due relutn as the la « directs.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal <tf «said 
Ctturt at AUleiie, Texas, this 
the luth day of December, 
1976.

e

(Seal I Itene Crawford
Cletk

Domestic Kela-: 
Uons Coull,

Taylor County;
Texas.

By Faye Lyons, 
De;iuty.

44-llc

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITATION BY 

PL’ BLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO; Teresa Tsrin, Ke« 

S|>ondent:
• IREETINGS;

YOl ARE HEREBY COM­
M AND E D  to a;)pear and 
answer before the Honorable 
Domestic Relations C o u rt, 
Taylor County, Texas, at the 
Courthouse of said County in 
Abilene, Texas, at or be­
fore 10 o'cli>rk a.m. of the 
Monday next after the expira­
tion of 20 days from the date 
of service of this citation, 
then and there to answer the 
petition of Salbador Borrego 
and Veromca Borrego, Peti­
tioner, filed in said Court un 
the 15th day of December, 
1976, against Teresa Tsrin, 
Kespondent, and said suit 
being numbered 12,650-DR 
on the ducket of said Court, 
and enutled “ In The Interest 
of Mary Ann Tann, aChild," 
the nature of which suit is a 
r e q u e s t  to Terminate the 
Parent-Child Relationship. 
Said child w as born the 26th 
day ol July, 1975, in Trent, 
Texas.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SHEKIPF'S 

SALE

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
County of Taylor 
N O T IC E  IS H E R E B Y  
given that by virtue of a 
i-erUin ORDER of SALE la- 
sued outof the Honorable 42nd 
D is t r i c t  Court of Taylor 
County, of the 8th day of 
November 1976, by The Dts- 
trict Clerk of said Taylor 
County fur the sum of Four 
Th ou san d  Four Hundred
Eighty g No. 100........Dollars
and costs of suit, under a. 
Order of Sale, in favor of 
Alien Hodges In s certain 
ca u s e  In said Court, No. 
3S,199-A and styled AUen 
Hodges vs. Walter A. Shed 
et, si, placed in my hands for 
service, 1 Jack Landrum as 
Sheriff o f Taylor County, 
Texas, did, on the 2»th day 
of November 1976, levy on 
certain Reel EsUle, situated 
In Taylor County, Texas, de­
scribed as follows, to-witt 

The West 70 fe e t.i< L o t6  
and West 70 feet of the South 
Half of Lot 5, Block “ F “  
Hughes Subdivision of Lot 4, 
Block 204. original town of

1
(

i '

! i 
< 
8
4
(

. <
li (

L
The Court has authority HI 

this kuit to enter any judgmehl 
j r  decree in the child's In- 
terejit which will l>e binding 
upon you, including th e  ' 
termination of the parent- 
child relationship and theap- 
poinimoiit of a conservator 
with authority to consent to 
the child's adoption. . *.

If this citation IS not sen  
within lunety days after thS: 
date of us issuance, it shall* 
be return«^ unserved. ■ 

The officer executing thie-' 
writ shall proni[>tly serve thè 
same according to require-* 
m en ts  of law, and the 
mandates hereof, and make* 
due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said 
Court at Abilene, Texas, this 
the 15th day of Deceml'er, 
1976.

(heal) Irene Crawford
Clerk,

UomesUc Rela- 
/ tions Court,

Taylor County, . 
Texas.

By Sandra Harri^ 
Deputy.

44-ltc
r

Abilene, Taylor County, Tex­
as.
and levied upon as the 
property of Waller A. hhed 
and that on the first Tues­
day in January 1977,thesame 
being the 4th day of said 
month at the Court House 
door, of Tay lor County, In the 
City of Abilene, Texas, be-^ 
tween the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.in., by vlrt 'e of sai4 
levy and said Order of Saleg 
I will s e l l  said above de­
scribed Real Bstats at pubUi 
vendue, f o r  each, to tht 
h ig h e s t  bidder, as th 
property of said Waller A 
hhed.

And incompilancewithlaw 
I give this notice by publics 
tion. In the English language 
once s week for three con 
secuUve weeks immsdlately 
preceeding said day of sale, 
In the Merkel Mail, a news 
paper published In Tayloi 
County, Texas.

Witnsss my hand, this 29U 
day of Novsmber I97S.

By R. P. BUcklay, IfopntY 
Jack Landrum'
Sher i f f  Taylor County 
Texas.

42-3tc
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Badgers open
H-SU tourney

Coach  Ton) MauUmS 
Merkel High Ixns squad 
open the Hardin-binimons 
Inuei'Mty tourrian.ent at 9 
a.111. Monda) against Anson.

Coach Mauldin said he villl 
have to do something to get 
lus team l ead) to pla\ at that 
earl) hour. " I  havenevei had 
much luck playing e a r l )  
m iliung games *’ he said.

Sliould the badgers win 
Muiidin they will play tlie win* 
iier of the Haskell-Winters 
game I'uesda) at 2:13 p.m. if 
they lose they play again at 
;i a.m. Tuesday.

Clyde and Koscoe meet at 
12:30 Monday and Cooper JV 
has a liye.

Should the Badgers win both 
Monda'. and Tuesday they will 
play their thud g a me  at 
2; 10 p. m. Wednesday, De- 
ceiiiher 29. Consolation finals 
IS 0:30 p.in. and third place 
ganie IS 7;10 p.m.

reams In the other half of 
tne 13- team tournament 
at Hose i  leld House on the 
H-l>t campus include Wylie 
against Hanger at 2:1a (.m. 
Monday; big Spring vs. Jin. 
.Ned at r, p.m.; Abilene 
C h r i s t i a n  High S< hrxil vs. 
llui 1 u at Ci-13 p.m., and AI- 
tiany against Al-ilene JV at 
H:3'J p m.

Tilb MHivkhL MAll. 
rhursday, December 23, 1976 PAGE 5

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
ANDHAPPY NEW YEAR

M A R G A R E T  N E W B Y

AN.MV'1:.KSAKV--<>'.US Crahan. of Trent will ofiserve 30y ears 
with Skell) Oil C.m pan) Kebruary 1. He has i een a pumper 
ani worked for Ŝ  elly all that time ui lient. He will lie 
I'K' k'-'/ed in the hebruary issue .if The Si anner official 
piit-lication of òKelly (ill (Jom.p.iny.

Compare HD Club
C o m p e r e  Home Dem- 

mstration Club met Thurs­
day I'iigtit December in the 
home of Mrs. Cly deChancey. 
Club president Mrs. At. Hunt­
er called the meeting to o-der 
and presideil for a brief busi­
ness se.ssion.

Gatt ei ed around a beautiful 
( nnstr’‘.as t r e e  the g r oup  
j o i n e d  in s i n g i n g  the 
Christr.as carols. Mrs. Hugh 
Fa., lor read a inem and .Mrs. 

Clárente Allen g a v e  fwo 
leautiful ChnstiT's stories. 
Games --ete p.layed and [lal 
g i l t s  were exchin^ed. pic­
tures were made.

Kefresivneiits »ere served 
to i; esdames; Ab Hunter, 
t ' r n e s t  Spuripn, Dewey 
Hamsey , Clarem e Allen, Don 
Adair, Hugh Taj lo t , Clyde

Chance) and one visitor .Mrs. 
Ku p e r t  W o o d a r d  I rum 
Ha wie..

Compere Club meetings 
aie ojien to anyone wistiingto 
attend.

REHT OUR 
RINSE ;i VAC
Get carpets 
professionally 
clean. a

May Christmas bring 
you happy hours and 

shining memories.
Thinking of you. 

dear friends, and 
saying ‘ thanks."

Dishman Shell

Wright A Alan

llo |iiiiA ¡ .»O lir lioliila.VM  
%%’i l l  Im‘ a  lilax«» of jo.v

am t m < »rriiii«*iil! 1 'lia iikM
fu r .v o iir  a¿4mmI w i l l .

EASTILIE HARDWARE 
& GIFTS

ROSEY, PAT AND FAMILY

i^ a y  the Holy Blessed Meaning 
of His birth be yours at Christmas. 

Reverent thanks one and all.

BONEY AND BENNY

"iSSt S «AC tt» tK 
»h# ’ffém Ì' f  u‘#
(»'»tts - - I»

< 17 0{>e.«tf
V --x 7 0«  ̂ à'.

I <1 'h# p;«e<nows« l̂ »l 
; nhsfs éM 9>it • '« «ntf ^
I 'tv «Aiei ftYHiSE S ViC r*e«M 

Urpttt ktfos
onfc-

Ben Franklin
?0I KENT
MERKEL

f^oping all the precious 
things in Life will come 

to you this Christmas! 
Warm thanks.

i i’iU.

To Our Friends And Customers

W.J. and Hope Patterson

i.OIS’ 
BEAUTY SALON

■ May the Glory of Christmas 
. ‘ he an ins))iration to you now 

and for all time. Thanks.
]. L  FISHER FINA STATIONS 

AND
MERKEL AUTO PARTS

M .  /our holidays be merry and 
marvelous . . .  festive wishes from Santa and us.

BRAGGS
DEPARTMENT STORE

m a k y , m i l ,  n o R iN C i, a fern

A l e W i f  G k n k t m a J \

^ ¡ [ p E T l N Ê j S
A Drcember day is all the more 

beautiful in remembering... 
Thinking of you and wishing you 

every happiness at Christmas.

MERKEL DRUG CO.

heii Me rtmnt <mr blessings at (.hrislmas lime 
Me think of rrienils like v<»u and Mish you a 

beaiitifiil holiday in a In'autiful Morld!

FRANKLIN
- 'i .  ^ « 4
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magical Christmas 

And warm, lasting glow, 

^ C o m e  from thanking the friends. 
We're so happy to know!

STAR
HARDWARE  
■ TRENT

Ufith ^lad thoughts of 
of Christmas in our 

hearts, uv wish one 
and all the hest of this 

beautiful, bountiful 
time. W arm thanks.

w i i »FOOD STORE

e wooden
miss this opportunity to hope 

'^•NTthe magic of Christmas touches 
^you all. Thanks to our neighbors.

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Pat, Linda, A Family, Ikmy Garratt

M  ay the seeds of love
and hope flower for you and your 

loved ones at Christmas time. Our 
best wishes and thanks.

Ann's Flowers
Ami, Vernon, A Famify

Letters to Santa Claus
.t\tH'littrpeiii'lt» ami, thats 
I wont I gufss.

sim ei fly 
'A ayne Juhnson

Uear baiita Claus
PIm s «  brim me a TV Ten- 

tus aiMl Slime Hut A heel Cars 
1 will lete yuu some cucies 
ami some milk. 1 will leate 
twu cariuts and a apple fur 
your reindeer.

Sincerely ,
Kevin Cuker

Uear Santa Claus,
Please bring me a Barbie 

Beaty Center and clothes and 
some Barlae Cloths.

0ur wish is that 
you be blessed 
with the sweet 
peace of the 

Christmas Story. 
Warm thanks.
BARNETT’S 

BARBER SHOP

1 wish you all a Merry 
Christmas,

biiicerely 
Cammie Bright

Bear banta Claus,
Please bring me a motor 

bike and a go cart, and please 
fill my stockiiig up. Uo yuu 
rele have reindeer and do 
ou go there the chimney, 

iiincerely
Sincerely 
Chris Ortega

Bear Santa Clause
Pleas bring me a six mol- 

liuii dollar man an mascatron 
and big jim and g 1 jue set 
.itid evii convle.

with love,
Alfi ed K lores

Bear Santa Claus,
1 w ant a T V Money Magic 

and clothes 1 want a Holly 
Hobby O' ‘n and 1 want a pair 
of Shiies,

A ith Love,
Gayle Landeros,

Bear Sai.ia,
1 hope you well bring me a 

ten-speed and a electrical 
plane with fluid and a bull 
hoi II and a bunch of hot w heels 
and a My town and a ping 
pong and a t. v. teanes and a 
air hocky and a on of the 
things that are log.

Love.
Todd Vaddiiw 

Bear Santa.
1 want  a livesyieed and 

a bunch of other stufe. But 
sum of the peple in the wold 
want's mote than me but 
tell those silly elves to take 
there time and make the toy s 
and things real good.

Sini erely 
Konnie Aaldoii

hope you come to n . 'i."ase.
Love M.iiui a Atkinson

Bear Santa.
How are things at tlie .North 

pole. 1 hope you are feeling 
good. A e  are going to put 
up our Chnstni.is tiee on 
Sunday. I would like to havea 
Ikjx of music insteriiients. 
And notelKMik [laper. A'e are 
doing a plav and it's called 
Aake up Santa Clause, heir 
our Christmas par ty  at 
school. 1 would like a 3 story 
barbie’s townhonse. How are 
youi reuideei. A watch. 

Sincei ely,
Aniy Irun,

Bear Santa,
I woCe hoss little baby. 

Are you doing well yes or 
no and are the ram deer doing 
well yes or no 

love
Barliara Kinder 

Bear Santa
1 hofie reitideet ca.i make 

the round this ye.ir and 1 
hope you come to ti , h' use 
and the otlier good little !>oys 
and girls and this is wt.at 1

want tius year a flag a shelf 
a train and some pe.icles s 
liouk sachl and some other 
stuff.

Siiicei ly
Christphur Hutton 

Bear Santa
I hope you are doing fine.

1 can't wait until Christmas 
Kve. 1 have m> Christmas 
tree up. 1 wish foi a doll­
house for Christmas and a 
tuybox. How IS Mrs. Claus? 
Ae are having a play and 1 
am Mrs, Claus. I am being 
good. Ho* are the leiiideer?

A e  miss you very much. 
Sincerely,
Bebbi McLeod

BeaI Santa,
1 hope you, bring me.af ly- 

i n g  a c e s  and s o m e  
m.irllebles, and .iitiv pepple 
and. .■»oiiie cars and the

Bear Santa Claus, 1 want a 
airplane that has a motor and 
a rastiak that will run an. 
au clolhe.N. some boy shouse.

Thank you Santa 1 loveTou 
very nmeh. I'm good. , i 

Keriy Miller

/ W e r r j C h r i s t m a s '
Reflecting at Christmas, we give 

thanks to our many friends.

DUBOSE TEXACO

Bear Santa,
1 like you very much. 1

vtrn v m

WILSON JEWELRY HAS 
STOCKING STUFFERS FOR 
WARM HEARTEO SANTAS

AND BUtOVA QUARTZ 
DIGITAt WATCHtS ABt
TOPS ON SANTA'S USTI

ACCUTRON 
•UlOVA 
CARA V i UE

n
I \
Ì \<
1

\
JEWELRY, GLASSWARE, AND
GIFTS A R i OUR SRECIAITY.

WILSON JEWELRY

To faithful old friends,
To cherished new friends, 
Our thanks and best wishes 
for a Merry,

ARROW FORD 
ABILENE

- t e á '

(A-ichralinic flit- liiiu- 

o f Santa, itf Jo>. of 

d ivine ! TA M-nii you 

»parklinK ami

oinrere appreciation.

SYBLE’S 
BEAUTY NOOK

A i

^  : let tbeTe be ^ Q y Q  at Qhrìstnaì

lEMENS BOTANE AND PROPANE - eWDE AND MERKEL

j

h r i $ t m a $

et there be love 
at Christmas 
when all the world 
is warm and bright 
with dreams.
In the hushed landscape 
of this glorious season, 
we send tidings of 
comfort and joy and 
continuing thanks to all!

i )

THE EM PLOYEES OF TH E COUNTRY CLUB OF MERKEL! 
WISH OUR MEMBERS AND GOOD NEIGHBORS A
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

• «

at w



i
I a
üikd 
an« 
>e. Tou

¥
1er

I f

■ft

í
ì
7

las

$
►

►

11!

KEll

% \

Tilt  MKKKtL MAIL 
ItiursUa), ZA, l'»76 ¥agm 7

Merkel girls lose in finals

MAbKtl'HAI.l. V A l « i r \ — M-iii -rs of Uih M^Uel High 
:>cliool's liadgMr l>ask»'tliaU lea 111 U.is >ear a re i runt row. iHt 
to rigiit; Keitti AusteriiM.i (41). Hand) C o x '21), Mike Sims 
i l  Craig Hull hiligs (4.1; and Umiiy Kiggan '.23). Hack

row; Coarh Ton) Mauldin. Kicky Howes (33), Brad Pursley 
(13). bawd pfiester (15). Keith Wolf (30), Garth Doan (51) 
and Grant Murrell (23).

Mos«s in Georgia
Now st-rwiig at M Ki-1> AK H, 

,Gei.igia, with a iartiial All 
Co.um.ind unit is Ainmn  
hirst Class Alwn I,. .Moses, 
son of .Mr. and Mrs. t  IG 
Moaes oi Route 2, Trent.

A I r III in Moses, an eii- 
^ 1 I on 111 ell ta 1 s y s t e m s  
s|>e< lalist, w as  prewously 
assigti.-d It Kamstein AH 
Gel II. III'..
* The airitni i s  i l'i74 
g I a d u.i t e oi I I en t lll.h

hi ail

Wad* 9orns degree
. nthla VS III" >1 .M-lKel has 

earneii a V.a .tei of Si leiice 
ieglee finin rjKlahonui Slate 
I'lilt ersit..

S h •• IS one ul I.OIH 
calnil lati s (iii legrees

Tne miil-\ear graduates 
will t e listed 111 ll.e spring 
COM. li"il '  "111 ell t and eri- 
lourag."' to Jiaili'ipite III 
gi Illation riti'S M.I-. 14.

Soil samples
.'oil t'ltll.g h I'.d tile ke..

1 ( I .;itj O' ' io; , ioJu< tii.n
«  1 ..''1. |.-irt us"of (erllll/el.
And ttie tin..' to roIliTt 5 »11 
smiplei lot testing IS III»-», 
i-.i.i',o,i I '  a so.l I lieiiilst w ¡til 
tl • Texas AgWrultUlal tX-
t».||S|l>ll SelWle. i  I.I.". C'..l-
I .1 I II t a n  oil S H'.els of
lintitents for plant gr.iAth. 
and II, i»l s ills ie()iiie .nHi* 
lions .1 these nutrients lot 
top |.i, |ii<h1 11 110 .1. Witlimil 
soil te 'Ulig use of fel lllizei

• IS N'.iK'ilt a guessing gain»*. 
sii.|l testing jirowdes es­
sential iiifonntitio'i on tlie 
amount of II itl ie.lts 111 the s ill

* aii'J the lei el of fertlll/a- 
ti.ii le jiired to rea h l e i -  
talll pr>ilu< tio.i g Ills.

Irvin alternate winner in food show
The Jones County Junior 

h'ood Show and Trojeet si...'* 
w.is held Satui'dai , bei'einher
II at the Heth“ l I utheran 
f. h u r r h 111 the e.rirksdahl 
«■ominiinlty. Twenty-one 4-H
III •• III li e r s enrolled in the 
ficJs and iiutnt'oii projei'i 
|i.irtll'lf'.lte<i III the .show.

iVt.llleis III the f.iur d .l i ­
st I Ills .11 e.

.Main Uishes-Juiiior Di- 
.isio.i To(. U .nnei-Letitia 
Wi l l s  l.ue.l“ i,', Mexican 
(.asset ole. Alterii at..*- Penny 
W ag g o n e r .  Hamlin, Chlli- 
ifaillas Casseiole.

Side bis'o.s-Junior Divi­
s i on  Tof .  W inner-Mindy 
W itls. Ai 'wa, Tossed Salad,

11 e I II a t e-D el r a H ro.l, 
Hamlin, b >nto S.ilad. Other

Bankers school
one of til" highlights of 

the 25th Karn. and Ranch 
Credit Sct.o .l for Commel- 
cial Hankers h ehruary 7-9, 
at Texas A 4 M I m i e r -  
siti will he a session on 
ma k i ng  agricultural loans. 
I.oans will t'e discussed for 
SIX II I'orareas--fieldcro|)S, 
r ow- ca l f  ofieratloiis. feed- 
lots. dames, rice and grain 
storage and w a rehousing. The 
schoiil will also feature ses­
sions on recent del elopmiMits 
ill agri.ultute. o b t a i n i n g  
capital, and the outlook for 
c r o f i s ,  liiestock and the 
money niarket. says an 
e< onomtst with the Texas Ag- 
ricultuial fc.xtension seriice.

"He that cao endure all can 
dare all "  Vauwenargoe»

GffOUP LADieS ARTHUR BYER .

PANTS, SHELLS, iy ÿ
JACKETS

20% OFF REG. PRICE

BOYS
KNIT S  BRUSH 
DENIM SUITS

25% OFF REG. PRICE 

VINYL JACKETS
25% OFF
FELT HATS
135.00 VALUE

WOW ^25.00
FOR THE ONE ON YOUR GIFT LIST 
THAT REAUY HAS YOU STUMPED- 

A GIFT CERTIFICATE IS A 
GREAT IDEAI

CROUP /MENS KNIT PANTS

lUST $12.00 & $16.00
GROUP kn it  p u u o v e r s

SIZES 5-16

20% OFF REG. PRICE

TONY LAMA BOOTS
10% - 20% OFF

REG. PRICE

I (A) W ESTERN HOUSE
934 N.' 2nd MERKEL, TEXAS

Blue Kihlion Winner: Adam 
Ol son.  Lueders, Pumpkin 
Pudding.

Snacks ai.d B e i e r a g e s -  
Juniur Diiisiun Tup Winner- 
Anianda Martin. Av<x'a, Apri­
cot B.ills. Alternate-Glenda 
M''Caiidl».xs, S t a m f o r d ,  
Cheese Ball Other Blue Kil>- 
1)0.1 Winners: Christi Ter­
rell. Mtairi.’old Rice Krispie 
I I eats ,  Sidney Dickerson, 
Anson.  Hr  o n  o i l  Con- 
quesiidip; l.inda Ri irie, Stam­
ford. Pe.inut Butter Stick; 
K III 111 Olson, L u e d e r s ,  
Chocolate Chip Cookies.

Bieads and Deserts-Junior 
Drision Top Winner-Sus.in 
Millei, Stamford, C h e e s y  
Cherry Cake. Alternate Win­
ter -Gayle Irvin, Noodle, Rum 
Cake. Other Blue Winners: 
Mi ia Olson, Lueders, Blue­
bel l  y Pie, Lesle. .Morns, 
Hawley. Chocolate O.itmeal 
Cookies; Kara Bolding, Stam- 
f o rd ,  Sal Sacks; Bee key 
binith Hawley, Magic Kruit- 
I a k e, Anita B l a i r ,  Aioca, 
Bis< uils; T a m m y Morrow, 
Anson. Mot Rolls; V ic  key 
Hawthorne, Anson,  Straw- 
bei ry Ice Box Cake.

Breads and Deserts-fre 
4-Her Tofi  W i n n e r - P a m  
Wi l l s .  Lueders, C h e r r y  
Cream Cheese Pie.

Pi Ojas t Show Blue Ribt'uns:

Tam  my Moriow, Anson , 
Poster, rolls; M; ra Olson, 
C'XJkies. fcmily Olson, Lued­
ers, Red Ribbon, Cookies.

L ik e  all 4-H activities 
membership is open to all 
irre.sriei tn e  of race, color, 
national origin or ecoiiomic 
Cl 1' um.'jfaiice.

riie District foadShow is 
to 1 e held January 22 at tJie 
Sikts Setter in Wichita Falls, 
rtie countv food show wa.s 
sponS'ired by the 1 ueders- 
Aioca 4-Hers. Gifts were 
furnished by the Jones County 
Home Demo.-istration Council 
w h ich  were presented by 
Alm.i Foster of Avoca.

Merkel High's txjys lost 
their opening District C-AA 
contest t )  Colorado City while 
the girls Won their second in 
three gan.es.

C o a r h  Tony .Mauldin's 
charges fell, a7-54. wtule 
Coach Pat Penick's girls won, 
47-3S.

For the 1)0,s. Ke)th W 11 
had 13, Brad Puisle. band 
Pfiester. .Mike Sin)S, and 
Grant Mir i e l l  each had 6; 
bonny Kiggan s< oreuS, Ricky 
Howes 1; and Keith Shields 
2.

For the girls Gayle Teafl 
had 16. Kandi As> "iirio 9, 
Cind. B -Ol e 12. Ga, I flestel 
4, and Ani.em.irie Kanklr. C.

In other district games, 
C'ahon.a boys f)eal Stam­
ford, 31-36 and Coah')c.)a 
g i r l s  won 44-31; Winters 
eJgeii Hallin4“ r 1' ^s 4, -44 
and 'Winters gi/Is w.>n, dg. 
46.

A ls  >, B a l l i n g e r  heat 
Colorado City boys 69-56 and 
Colorado City g, rls won, 46-

Middle School 
wins consolation

M e r k e l ' s  S-ienth and 
Kighth glade (-asketball lean 
won the consnlatioii title at 
the Butterfield tournament in 
buffalo Gap over the week­
end.

Danny Rig^an and Ke'/in 
harmer led the tw > -wins ai.d 
a loss in s< oring.

Merkel lust the opei.er to 
B.itterfleM ‘.'.-JO ,(v ,og.
gan go! 14 .-hd Fai i e l  TJ.

The' L*-at Riisc.ie, ■ -24 
with l(lfcga-i X. r- 
Farii:*-r 9. Then in the finals 
the'- beat V\ . lie, ',4-2' with 
Rifcgan Si inn» 27 oidV ar-. - 
er 13.

Coach Russell Gee said the 
team pla.ed "rea l w l l ”  and 
did a good Job although they 
were "a  little tired" the 
final day Satuiday.

38. Winters lost to Stam­
ford Ix.ys, 6'.i-'-7 and Stan.- 
for l won the girls game 65- 
41. Coalioina also beat Wylie 
boys 68-61 and Wylie girls 
A -n '•7-35.

T lorn the District game 
the Badgers move to Asper- 
tij'ii.t and tournarr enl actii-u.

The f>oys lost III the cen- 
sol|t)')i. f i n a l s ,  b(-.‘)9 with 
Kig’ a srnni.g 14. They lost 
I Aspem. )i.t, 6U-56 in first 
r-iund as A If got 14 and then 
beat Rule Ì4-38 in second 
r ui.d IS luisle,  scored 22.

M ean »  111 le, tne g i r l s  
r e a l ' b e d  the championship

rials le.'oie faliiiis to
Padu. ah, 53-39. Teaff had 21 
(Dints.

The girls teat Asj.eirr.ont, 
47-37 i;i the opener as Teaff 
s('<-red 22 and then edgKl 
Rule, 51--49 .1 :<l j,a;- leaff 
'-ad 22 i«.ints.

Hamlin treat Aspermont 
boys ,  58-50 for the i .\s 
c'hainpionstap.

Merkel wa.s to play at e. jla 
Tue.sda, night to end pre- 
('ulid.x, -ctlon.

Coahoma boys aie leading 
the district witha 2-u record. 
Merkel and W he boys aie  
0-1 and the rest of the dis­
tile» IS 1-1.

Basketball schedule
Detemlrer 21--M«rkel boys, girls at Kula. 6:30 p.m. 
December 27-29— Merkel boys vs. Ans'Mi in Hardln- 

bimmons tournament, 9 a.in.
Januar, 3--Jim Ned at Merkel 7, 8 buys and girls, S:30 p.m. 
Merkel 9 boys at Stamford, 7 p.m.

Merkel 9 txiys at bUniford, 7 p.m.
January 4--Ballinger at Merkel boys, girls, S p.m. 

(D 'strict 6-AA gamej
Januar,. 6-8--Merkel 8, 9 boys at Svuretwate r touinameni 
January 7--Merkel loya, girls at Sumford. 4 p.m, 

(District 6-AA

B l e s s  Y o u  Hi ^
* *  A t  C h r i s t m a s

KWFA RADIO
Blessings at Cbristmas

Li t I'eare encircle the world 
and all nun walk hand in hand. 

iVe raise onr voice in thanks.
' J  /

McDuff wins bass meet
Joe Me buff won first place

0X--
111 the Merkel Hass Club 
monthly tuurname.it Satur­
day. He landed a 3-lb., 4 or. 
b.iss.

Henny Rogers was se- nd 
Aith a 2-lb,. 8 or. cat-h.

Theie were mn e entered.
Ricky h'lliutt c'ui.tinues the 

leader for the year aith his 
7-lb., b-oz. catch.

The club has now been in 
four tournaments and has ex­
panded 337 m.inhourslocatch 
fo u r  fish totaling 14 lbs., 
12 u/s.

The Club h.iJ a program 
from baud CTveeffe bass 
piu from. Abilene at it.s hist 
régulai II.» etiiig.

The t lu t  meets again 
January 11 at 7;3b p.-i.. at 
the T a y lo r  T e le ;  hone 
Coo;>erative.

i mWil i l Bi R i i l iP WM Ni

Seymore Insurance

MACK, IDA, STACY, Ä TED

WAUWAU:
GENERAL ELECTRIC

Chef’s Special
By Andy Anderson 

Merkel Country Club

MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS

'Ridicule it the test of truth."
William Harlitt Ham loaf rings

Heie's soineihing that will 
help you fix that left over 
Chiistmas ham in a special 
w ly; that will delight your 
family.

I lb. ground him. cooked
1 lb. ground veal

cup soft bread crumbs 
4 cup chopped omoiis 
4 cup chopped parsley 
eggs
2 cup milk 
2 cup Sour Cl earn 
Tbsp. prepared mustard 
4 tsp pepper 

•10 or. package fro-ten 
peas cookeil and drained

1-6 or, can broiled miish- 
r<K»m cro'wns (undrained)

1 8 tsp. thy m»-
1 6 tsp. rosemary
2 Tbsp. b u t t e r  o r  

margarine
6 medium ,ams cooked.

peele«l and quarteied
1. C o m b in e  ham, veal, 

b rea d  c r »jin b s , on ion , 
parsley, e g g s , milk, sour 
cream, mustard and pepper iii 
large mixing bowl, mix well.

2. Press ham mixture into 
well greased 6 1 2 cu(> ring 
mold

3. Hake in 350 degree oven 
43 minutes.

4. brain excess liquid, un- 
mol'l onto serving platter.

5. Combine p»as, mush- 
rooni.s. herbs and butter in 
small sauce pan; cook over 
m ed ium  heat until h ea ted  
through.

6. Place part of yams in 
center of ham ring; sppon part 
of v e g e t a b le  mixture over 
yams.

7. b e r v e  r e m a in in g  
vegetables around ham ring. 
Yield 6 servings.

Fortnightly Study Club news
The home of Mrs. Comer 

Haynes, l>eautifully decorated 
fo r  the holidays, was the 
scene of the Fortnightly Study 
Club Christmas program.

.Mrs. Carl Hughes gave 
"The Cowboy's Christmas 
Prayer," and Mrs. bond Dud­
ley r e v ie w e d  Henry Van 
Dyke's S to ry  of the CHher 
Wise .Man, the story of s 
fourth wise man who set out 
bearing precious gifts for the 
Christ Child, but used his 
gifts and his life helping those 
in need, so that he never ar­

rived to worship the King.
.Mrs. .Mattie Moore was a 

guest, and members present 
were Mrs. Johnny Cox, Mrs. 
W. R. Cypert, Mrs. S. C. 
bixoii, Mrs. bon Dudley, Mrs. 
L. A. Dudley, M rs. Bryan 
buna g ill, M rs. Charles 
Lager, Mrs. Mack Fisher, 
Mrs. David Gamble, Mrs. S. 
D. Gamble, M is s  Mildred 
Hamm, Mrs. J.W. Hammond, 
M rs. Comer Haynes, Mrs. 
Buster Horton. Mrs. Carl 
Hughes, Mrs. C. B. Kmght, 
Mrs. Ld Sandusky.

DRYERS
' REG. 1349.95

SALE PRICE $219.95

Christmas tree with secret 
pals being revealed.

There were 9 present. Vada 
Hudson. Louise Hudson. Dolly 
Keddln, Mary Walker, Mae 
Jones, Daisy Mashburn, Ruby 
Shipman, Margaret Dicker- 
son and Trlcia Newsiim.

Stith HD news
The S tith  Home Dem- 

unstratiun C lub  met De­
cember 14 111 the home of 
Mrs. Vada Hudson. A cover­
ed dish luncheon was served 
at noon. After lunch we had 
a short program and games 
were brought by Daisy Maah- 
burn. Then  we had ou r

Clemmer earns degree
d e g r e e  In animal scienre 
from Texas A A M.

Texas A A M had a toUl 
o( 1,41h fall graduates, a 
mtd-term r e c o r d  for the 
state's first public Institu- 
tiun <K higher leerning, now 
entering its se»'und century.

Markua E. Clemmer o f 
Merkel la a c e n te n n ia l  
graduate of Texas A A ML'nl- 
verstty.

Clemmer, s<ki of K. E. 
Clemmer Jr. of Route 3, 
received his undergraduate

m
R E F R I G E R A T O R S ^ ^ ^ ' i ^  1/

fFASHERS*(0. $429 95SAU PR»C£ 1579.00

freezers

PALMER PONTIAC & GMC
ABlUfif *79-11 taRMBKIL, TUAS t lt -S  119

' -  w'i— ttsaafwawAi^ ’

I %



PAGE 8 Letters to Santa Claus
N/ nilfort i  \  HI or m m  i rs

TV '̂ tPAIR
FINISHÍC  * 0  r<f

•her

c hr.»r.

■ e s'lii.e < <ike . 
!' e t4l le «in 
I . à M « 1

tell
hi

Mrs. :>anl.< CUus I said

Michael Gi'e^ r> 
Love Sai'ta,

V 1

A- i

loi e J .aLi
A n e r " e

* iea I S-: ''la Cl * .!>.
i ' 111̂  II e ..

‘  i l C Í.I. •>; :r a.' a.iU

123 KEtir F. "1 o p  _ ^T.- ■'

Deal äanta CUuti,
»‘ lease liriii^ me a mliu 

tiike aiiJ a ne« t ic> d e  n. >stol 
Lea. d m all and. I aaiit t>> have a biiper
; «hat a M i'i suit .<iiü a 1 one ranker

'i v:- t i . And Sa'ta Clai s sviit vkitti  ̂iiis and «  rille. Aiid
v ’.,it ... .'.»ne . I Kl k Ket, 1 «aiit liev. < Ldl.S lev  sllpeis
:t I .il.K I . 1. S - U h  a shi>f .s(.,.on if | raii't

^et .t Oll. ,M, imitl.ei' IS a
SiM'ereli
>.i ...I , I , ! Kft • it ,ii. .V,

K* ‘ et .uiU Mml 
¿1 ! 1 :. eiiid.

L..' e

irother is a 
ei s 'II. And a

I'l: .t 
t»

ILiri an 1 ,ini .istnr

'jr ; ö.int.i Claus
\ «  .>ril .1 duffel bag and

IÍU* IV IS thus tiling 1 ihin’t
— r, •!* A «h.'t It i.s and 1 puppet

Ì • 1 «ant si'n." Ae.Ktt.in« } >r.: Its .1.1 J illue Jiaiis that.s
’ J ‘ n
r ^ Siili el el', ,
i.v ■ Matt u.<m

*.<•• • r balita C la IS,
I' ea.st 1 rint II.i‘ .. rí lUef 

I,ai and a ni >te' plane and 
l.' "  it.utioii.

SlIH'el el> 
itaiid;. Palíale.

L»ear >ani.,
H o 'a are ymi A r e  There 

pei.^aiiis up there. 1 «ai.t 
a fi'ott'all uii i fonr't ir  Chnst-

fi'ott'all. And a Intel tv. a 
«atei Led. Thats all lui«, 

l.iive,
Klck>

Uear Santa Clous,
please briiit nie a bicycle 

and frineil one to he has 
bin £i>t.d and ineandiny frined 
lo\e.'> >iiu and I rins me and 
mj fnnd a ¿o cart. 1 «ood 
like ti. See \our rendeer, and 
I «aiit a play eh, and 1 «aiit 
a gun set.

Sim erel) l y 
Laiiune Nlallai'd

Uear Santa Claus.
Ple.ise bring nie-a space 

Id9S), and tlie pepde «ithlt.an 
l,t af Cnterpnse 22 shotegvn 
J J arms Stech aiin .stong 
■iii'l hion;. niagic. Hat cave 
Mr SfK.'fk

1 like jou ver> niiini h 
Clav Hammniid

Ue.ir Sant.i Claus.
I Wa.it a go ‘ irtandbic\< le 

fore (.hiistmes 1 hop yuu 
1 . 1  ig li.e tlie presesn fiil 
Cni istnias

1 i'ur fiaeii'i
Hobel t

^ • dl" j > ‘  ; lOi
K ’ ' i »nO'Viüual

"-r n ihaD ‘l DUC‘

A • e i>o¥tng- IRA occoun: you con deposit up to SI 500
o -.e< Toword your retiremifot a  hushond ond wite, both!
■<eo's...c rod cjioo'it up to Sr*ü00 a year into a to* tree IRA occount 
At . C' * 'gs ■ '..'c ■< ri will r on up to 7.75'A'o
OIOKI-, . o 7ke its t - m afC ii Kelp you toilor a
Sw-i ; a ' o  V l.' Â . fi- y.'iu- I rne.

« r
tiff0i i n  i l  ‘m

# h r in !m u H ,  
i l

h r iu f f  If o n  
ifo tu i fn r tn n o  

ttr iii itn  V.

9th Street 
Grocery

Sll.
Je'

el 1> ,
: Sen evn

Dear S.ulta !
Christmas i .>■■ con.ing ur'j 

b'Miii anil herse « l ia t l  Aai.t| 
f. ■! ChristiTias 1 «ant a • 

.I'la all. • lied Wtute I '.'ie

f
Senior

St* .
Citizens

.wllI' I Se . I e t .  --S 
h ■ Ve a s i >e< .ai pitgia.ii 'ii
t a l e ,  t PIght rri'ir.sd.iv !j— 
I eii.l'et 23 at 7 P.,!.. Ollt >■ 
l ' «n  g'iests ha.e plann#“ ! tlu 
pri gialli. A r>ot lu< k 'uppi-r 
«il i  be 'in àth riiuisuay night, 
bevein: el 3 J. All Iberni ers 
a : e ui gej to « orne.

.15,11 «tl ' 5.- ■ «
k m ho» lo 05«n o" 'rd |

.3,'VQv I

:o’» 2'P- 
__  U. -------I

. w i3S •Avi'-t I
!• »••• .• « T.-iv. •

^  É0
S W I I  TW A ' I I

 ̂ ^  f A I N I N C S
y  ■■ > i •« <r -'.I|C* »  ’ » r;}- - jr-;» »">

7 II t _• ;o: e V 5 4 !f •'»ut-1 I8f Hk
0 *4'•'e Ci*' ■ ¥ S '4®*0» r V. 1 er (tf-..
I >e . ii* I- ** *• -ir • • ■* :» ‘ ri>

W S Ì - T V W V T E R  
» A V i N G S  
m ;3 o O G ¡ A T I O N

o t a n  a e s  o f  HAMLIN

Peace
We hope you and you'» 
ore Slessed with the 
warmth and hoppine»i 
that ore so obundon* 
throughout this holy 
season. Mony thonks.

The Farm 
Bureau Insurance  
■‘24-hour Agent” 
is a  SALESMAN 
and MORE.
f?<--goidiess ot wtvai typo ot 
Tarm Bu'OOu Insuroncu 
pm c V be s le o d y  to beir 
you when you need  him 
most any hour o< the d o v  
Of night You know that yo u  
hove that g o o d  teehng ot 
security with a form  Bureau 
Insutance policv Now votjr 
harm Buteau Insurarvce 
ogerit gives you one mote 
te iso n  lor security Service 
all dav a nd  oH night

CaN your Farm Bureou 
Insurance agen t... any- 
tirre He con give you that 
good fen'ing of secur.fy 
... 2d hnijis a day!

M u lt  iplying our good wishes and 
thanks for a memorable Christmas.

BtNNEIT TMCTOR CO.
MODERN DANUSER I^CO

ir/* -a»«

R o l l e d  up  these 
i v a r m  wishes  

Pacl{ed  *em
f u l l  o f  fu t i f  

F o r  a H a p p y ,
H a p p y  C h r is tm a s  

That*s a rea l ly  
p e r fe c t  one.

T h a n l [s  to  y o u  a ll .

TAYLOR
TTIEPHONE CO.

i-

Ì

I

HOHERTZ DAIRY
HAROLD & CHERA,
ALBERT A ALMA, 
BRENDA A TIM

V4 ‘ %■

MERKEL ABILENE
928-4885

Happy Halida y ^ i^
Httpitty the beautiful memories 
of a family Christmas ivill be 

shared by you and those you love.

WYLIE TRUCK 
TERMINAL

il

Í
J
"4 HOME STATE OANK 

TRENT
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As people

reverently 
celebrate the 

Birth of Christ, 
we pause and 

im  thanks for 
Bis wondrous 

teachings.

MAY THE BLESSINGS OF 
CHRISTMAS BE YOURS

Grace Presbyterian Church

c it a t io n  b y

K U U CATIO N

THK STATK Of TbXAS 
TO: B a ld e niAT L o p e 7. 

Ciutierre/, KesiMxident: 
GULETINOtt:

VOt Aht: MhKLBY COM- 
M A N L L U  to appear and 
answer before the Honorable 
Bumestic Helauons C ou r t, 
Taylor County, Texas, at the 
Courthouse of said County in 
Abilene, Texas, at or before 
10 o’clofk a.m. of the Mon­
day next after the expiration

ON CHRISTMAS DAY
all bells on earth will 

ring sounding a message 
of love and joy to people 

everywhere.
Our sincere gratitude.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
DISTRICT 61

Elmer & Billie Martin

\ \  W v• A ’, t t

»rrs irm

MixkiMt ii IkrislMii« 
bright wih priMMÌM* and 

eUd w ith hepe! ViNir let alt i 
ix grrall« appreriat«^.

WESTERN 
PIPE CO.

of 20 days from the date of 
set vice of this citation, then 
and there to answer the peti- 
ti< of Angel AlvarezCiutier- 
rez, Peutioner, filed In said 
Court on the 6th day of be- 
c e m b e r ,  1976, a g a i n s t  
Baldemar Lop«/ Gutierrez, 
Hespondent, and said suit be­
ing numbered 12,61S-bh on 
the ducket of said Court, and 
enUtled "In  The Matter of 
Th e Marriage o f Angel 
Alvarez Gutierrez and Balde­
mar Lopez Gutierr«/.,'* the 
nature of which suit is a 
request for a divorce.

The Court has authority in 
this suit to enter any judgment 
or decreedissolvingthe mar­
riage and providing for the 
division of p r o p e r t y  which 
will be binding on you.

The Court has authority in 
this suit to enter any judgment 
or decree in the children 
interest which will bebinding 
upon you, including the 
termination of the parent- 
child relationship and theaj>- 
pointment of a conservator 
with authority to consent to 
the children's adoption.

If this citation is nut served 
within ninety days after the 
date of Its issuance, it shall 
be returned unserved.

The officer executing this 
writ shall promptly serve the 
same according to require­
ments of law, and the man­
dates hereof, and make due 
return as the lax directs.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said 
Court at Atiilene, Texas, this 
the 16th day of Uecemlier, 
1976.

(SeaU Irene Crawford 
Clerk.

bom »'Stic delations 
Court,

Tay lor County , 
Te.xas.

By EUse Mitchell, 
beput).

•14- Itr

We sincerely wish you and
yours a merry Christmas and 

a happy new year. 
Thanks for your support.

ABILENE LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION

Sales Tuesday and Thursday
CATTli SALiS WOO TUESDAY

HOG A CAULE SALES 11.00 THURSDAY

HORSE SALES - Itf SATURDAY
OF EACH MONTH

TOM NEFF «  WADDELL STRAIN, OWNERS

REG.
125.97

U se them year after 
year' So  realistic you 
can almost sm ell the 
pme'

4 FT. $5.00
RiG.
5S.97

Rich lush m oss 
greeri trees Flame re 
tardant Complete with 
startds

SNO-FLOK
f ÊëGFLOCKING KIT ^

$ 2 . 5 0

SNOFl
FLOCKING
REG. $3.29

I Ü . 6 9

smnEati
AM-FM-FM sere8 TRACK- RECORD PLAYER RECORDER

DEC. SI99.9S
THIS
WEEK
ONLY

»15995

THIS

WEEK

ONLY

GENERAL ELECTRIC
RtG $9999 PORTABLE

$7995 BUCK AND WUITE 
12” T.V.

B E N * R R / X I M K I _ I  M
201 K IN T O ffN  t  ARO - 7J0 MM

•• V

■•Æ

»V  T » • •
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Garden Club n«ws

Mit-. VKKki-.l VA Il
Ihursdi’.. L>«« en.t>»-r 2.t, M76

■Velkri oanl**!! Clul II.«-t 
!>«•(■ «*ml **i 16 fiT a lunch«*i>n 
in thf h. niii* >1 N. : »  ó  i<. 
peach) anJ Ml!«, f i aor i ^gs .  
Pr ’iraii. ( ‘ -ninMeil of "P re -  
luJe t. W inter' ■ b> M rs. Ka) - 
rtionJ h e. ia.s iii an.J “ C>i.i e

I (HJii a l ine* '  i )  Mrs. tKlis
orifltn.

Hie Ctin.slrjias piai eme-it 
shiia aas en]o>ei1b> all. ülft» 
aere e x c h a n g e J  fumi a 
beautiful tree.

Meilitiels atteiulliii ae i e

ONIV I  SHOfflNG d ays  tu CM«ISTMAS'

a little behind? TO MML
OUR MOVE
EASIER ANO

S/VYS / TO HELP 
IT  / STRETCH 
m^\ YOUR 

; I CHRISTMAS 
\ SHOPPING 

 ̂ DOLLAR
WE AREAk 1UU-. THP.Se; P lll l l lf t

c h k i s t \ :a s  S H c r p i s c ;  U l w i n o
CONVt.Mt.VCPS TO  O n O /  f t C C
t > » h K H M K '  / O  U l l

Tree fift araptxni 

Shopping by phone’ ON EVERYTHING 
IN THE STORE

h'rienJl) helpful serucel NOW UNTIL
JANUARY 1st.

rhurs. 4itd l-nLla>-9 til

SALE STARTS THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 16th

CASTILLE HARDWARE
179 ÍOWANOS & GIFTS 928-5310

MiesdallieM A . i.. Hruali. iXla 
Claik. J.ihtiii) Ci'X, Albeit 
Cnsaell, l.iittie e.veiett, K. 
M. Peiiuson, l>iis Oriffiii, 
Or.i o r i i is ,  Uee Grimes, Al* 
Ull Kiiii, K. J. Mttersoii, 
G It. Peach), Turn Kuksum, 
A . T. Sadler, John Shannon, 
Charlie Sheriell ami Janet 
Ailliaiiis, Visitors attending 
aere Mrs, Jack South, Mrs. 
Kalph Miller, Mrs. Uavid 
Gamble and Mrs. Halph 
A ilburii.

Borbwr shop hours
Merkel’s l>arber sho|>saill 

be closed Christmas bve and 
Christmas Ua).

The) also tkill not be open 
.Nea years Kte and Ne* 
\ ear's Ua).

City police to get uniforms
The Merkel Clt) Council 

approxed purchase o f uni> 
foiiiis for the (Kilice depart* 
meiit and the pa) nieiit of the 
b a la n c e  due on the City's 
baseball park at its meeting 
111 City Hall Monday morn* 
ing.

The pxilice uniforms will

cost s5CU to outfit tile tliiee 
fulltime and one ixirttime 
policemen.

The uniforms will be tan 
with a dark brown strip down 
the pants leg. Kach patrol­
man will get three thirts, 
three pan of pants and a 
jacket. The uniforms will be

L E T T E R S  T O  
T H E  E D IT O R

1976
TAX BREAK! 

ONLY
10 DAYS LEFT!
INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCDUNT
''ou mutl
• act betoif Oeccmhei 31$t and
• not be covered bv a la i qualified 

prívale or government retirement 
ptan

YOU CONTRIBUTE;
• 15S of vout yearly earned 

income 01
• 51 SOO wbichevei is less

ADVANTAGES:
I • definite retirement income iI • earnings giOM tai free I
I • principal guaranteed against

investment loss I
• federal income taa deductions

Coaiact rosr National Farmors Um m I 
Insuranca agent about your fatfieidsal 
Ratiremant Account 1

Conni* Mock S«)rmer« '

K)3 Edwardt |

928-5379 i

Thonirs for h«fp
Lioar C h r is tm a s  S ea l 
y rieiids;

Th e proceeds fr o m  the 
alerkel Art Show Benefit for 
the Lung Association on De­
cember 4 at th e  Merkel 
Country Club was $963.44. 
Please accept our sincere 
thanks for your contribution 
to this event, your sponsor­

ship made the show a great 
success.

A e  a p f ir e c ia t e  yo u r  
generosity and help toward 
our work of the prexentian 
.iiid co.ntrol of luii^ disease. 

Meriy Christmas!
Don A , Hensley
S ta te  y uiid H a i s i n g
Chairman

machine washable and it was 
estimated by the Cit) Council 
the uniforms would last for a 
year

A note with loonibs Heal 
tstate of $1,516 is  due 
January 1 on the remaining 
b a la n c e  of the I'n-C it) 
l.eague park.

The Council voted to (>a) 
off the note from Kevenue 
Sharing funds. Tiie land was 
iHjught for $4,000 with the 
Tri-Cit) league pay mg $1,000 
and the city liaying the re­
maining $1,426, leaving the 
balance due.

r h e C o u n c il a l s o  
authuri/ed City Coordinator 
j.  A. Sadler to look ato the 
cost of a copying nuchineand 
the purchasing of a fugging 
mac hi ne.

Sadler rejHirted 3M had put 
in a coll) mg machine on a 
trial basis. It wasn't wurk- 
mg, he noted. Cost of this 
machine is  $1,965. Sadler 
said this IS Uki much fur the 
City to pay and the Council 
autiuiri/ed him to check into

the matter further. ^
S a d le r  said a fogging 

m.ichine can be pure based for 
>399 to $4‘39 depending on 
whether they lit on co^veliv 
tional pickups or the ones 
using unleaded gas. Sadler 
got permission to go wAness 
one III operation. y

C o n c e rn in g  the Aater 
System Improvemsnt %iio- 
giam the Council agrees! to 
use the remaining funds left 
fiom tlie $30,400 grant on 
crosses and two valves at 
intersections along the rout* 
of the project. This would 
allow for future expansioiu 

Then the Council approved 
the City Mall closing at noon 
T h u rsd ay  fur Christmas 
Holidays. The sanitation de- 
IkirtiibMit will return Krlday 
moriuiig, however, for down­
town pickup.

The City Hall also will be 
c lo s e d  y riday fo r  New 
dear's. •

.Next regular meepngofthe 
City Council IS 7 a.Ill, January 
14. ♦

f
I.

1̂

Group to continue battle
against hospital district

The Groufi up|M>sing ttie 
lUii.lm Hospital District in-.>t 
Det eml>er 10 in Anson with 
approximately 75 p e o p le  
present. It was the Group's 
unanimous decís ion to con­
tinue Its opposition u n t il 
every resource has been ex­
hausted. This Group dues not 
oi'jmse the Hamlin Hospital, 
It opjoses the method chosen 
to s'jst.iin It, It was st.ited 
at the ii.-eting.

Pw'i thousand and fifty-fiv e 
dolíais >2055; were actually

‘l i f e ’v > :  ' V

'J  V __'
- ( fT  M̂ay the merry music 

^  and siveet harmony 
of Christmas 
f i l l  your heaiis 
with joy and love.
We chime irt with a 
medley of thanks and 
appreciation fo r  all our 
friends and neighbors.

- t i
MERKEL TV CABLE

contributed during the meet­
ing and more was pledged. 
It will require $10,000 to take 
the case through theiiupreme 
Court of the I'nited States.

The Hamlin Hospital Dis­
trict w.ts created by an Act 
of tlie Legislature, despite 
vigivruus opposition from the 
group who now isup{x>.singits 
continued existence. Feiri- 
tuiy in tlie west and southern 
ixiitioiis !>f Jones County was 
liliK kel w ith  Hamlin, which 
hail the majority vote, to form

the Uistlirt despite the fact 
that at least 60 t>er cent of 
the ternior'. i: the District 
has no relation to Hamllnand 
Its interests. The citirm s 
in this area do not use and 
never will use the lospital. 
It wasclearly apoliUc alnnive 
to force a large area to pay 
for the hospital it did not 
want or would not use, a 
s|M)kesm.iii foi the grouj)said.

y. I ni e r Mai tin , M a le  
Hc-presentative fo r  Jon es  
County and sv.«-ral other

A Visit From St. Nicholas
BY C LC M tN TC . MOOKE

'Iw as Uie night li«fore Chnstmas, when all through the 
house

.Vit a creature was stirring, not even a u ise;
The slot kings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that $t. Nicholas soon would t-e there;
The < luldren were nestled all snug in their beds,
Ahile visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads; '
And njamma in her kerchief, and I in my rap.
Had just settled our brains for a long winter na(>- 
Wheii out on tiie lawn there arose such a clatter,
I S[>rang from my bed to see what was Uie matter.
Away to the window 1 flew like a flash,
lu re  open the shutters and threw up the saslv, >
riie moon, on the breast of the new-fallen snow.
Gave a lustre of midday to objects below;
A hen what to my wondering eyes should appear 
But a miiuature sleigh and eigtit tiny reindeer,
Aith a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must t>e St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name: 
“ Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen! 
Un, Comet! on, Cupidi on, Donder and Blit/enI 
T»i the top of the porch, to the lop of the wall!
Now, dash away, dash away, dash away all!'*
AS dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly ,
Alien they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
Aith the sleigh full of toys-and St. .Nicholas tiwi.
And then in a twinkling 1 heapl on the roof 
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 
l>)wn ttie chimney St. Nicholas came with a liound.
He was dressed .ill in fur from his head to his Unit,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and S(x>t,
A bundle of toys he had flune on his bark
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
His eyes how they twinkled! tus dimples how merry! 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry;
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a Imiw,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the sikiw.
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
,\nd the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad fare and a little round belly
That shook, when he laughed, Lke a bowl full of jelly.
He was chubby and plump,-a right jolly old elf.
And I laughed, when 1 saw him, In spite of myself.
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 
Moon gave me to know 1 had nothing to dread.
He spoke not a word, but went traight to his work.
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle;
But 1 heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
“ Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-mghti”

are urged toronlribulefii 
sustain this fignt. y our c<‘

MirCHeU ATKINSON

_  Fur mellow cello plays a melody of 
harmonious holiday music and thanks. Hope 

your Christmas is completely in tuna.

Waterhole # 3
HAMUN

cimnlies nearby at the time j 
of tlie Hamlin Hospital IMs- ) 
tnct's creation, and who. still ' 
s e r v e s  the s a me  area as 
Kepresentative, y i e l d e d  to 
ivilitlcal pressuie with no 
regatd for the injustir^ it 
brouglit alviut and pushe«! the 
law creating th e  district 
tlirough the Legislature. He 
was assisted by the then State 
senator Jack Higlitower bat 
w!io IS now J member of the 
Congress of the I'nitedStates 
from Texas. The legislation 
can definitely be charged 
to the two lawm.ikers naiiod 
above due to the practice 
of ‘ 'Legislative Courtesy" in 
the State Legislature, the 
sp!>kesm.tn charged. T h e  
st.itemefit f r o m  the g r o u p  
contimn-d.

“ A Milt w IS brought against 
tlie Hamlin Hospital D-.sIrict 
in 104th District Cour. and a 
jury returnevi a verdict in 
favor of the plaintiff only to 
have Judge Neil Daniet* re- 
V erse Its decision.

"The Group that n,.*t at 
Aii.soa does not believe Ihe 12 
itoii-pi ejudireil Jones L'lAinty 
ciiirens on the mrv cmild all 
l>e wrong. The rights of maiy 
have been unjustly abused. 
Not only does this injustice 
need to be removed, but a<- 
tioii now sluiuld help pre­
vent suth arts in lit« future. ' 

“ All lesidents and land- 
o w n e r s  of the  area which 
should not be included in the 
Hamlin Hospital District and 
all oUieis wlio are inler«Lted 
111 Seeing that justice is done 
in this ill-advise<l creaQon

tribuUon will be accefited at 
the hirst National Hank of 
Anson or the harmers and 
Merchants National Bank In 
Merkel. If you do not chixise 
to defxisit youi contribution, 
you may mail your check U; 
Everett Beaver, 820 Ave. I, 
A n s o n ,  T e x a s  79501, 
Sev retary-Treasurer of th» 
group in op[Hisitiun."

Glmanor*s Class *
The Gleaner’s Sunday 

School class of the Lnited 
M-ithodist Church me> at Ih) 
Big Country Inn fur their 
Christmas dinner December 
15.

Their guest Hevereiid N. H. 
Daniel g a v e  the prayer of 
thanks. The president, Mrs.
T. K. Anderson, presided for 
the program after ca iro ls 
wore sung.

.Mrs. Dewell Mcl.ean read 
Cnristmas poems and .Mrs. 
huth Cox gave the story “ Oh, 
Come Let Cs Ad-ire."

Mal>le McKee and Lonise 
Hudson as Santa Claus d is­
tributed gifts from a beauti­
fully d e c o r a t e d  tree to 
mesdi.-nt-«; O. E Harwell, 
Et ta McWilliams, M e r t i e  
Mo o r e ,  W. W. To ombs ,  
Georgia Zimmerman, Lottie 
Everett, Kenneth Pee, Lola 
Stockbridge, Anna Dunn, T. K. 
Anderson, Denzil Cox, Joe 
Seymore, Wade Ensmlnger, 
Mary A. Click, Jessie Shao-e 
non. Dee Grimes, Ethel Cox, 
WTlUe Doug l as s ,  Hattie 
Kichards, Dewell Mc L e an ,  
Pet Touchstone.Johnny, Mrsy 
S. S. Daniel, Ktv. Daniel 
and Misses Mabel McHee^d 
Louise Hudson.

ALPHA NU N U )
The Alpha Nu .Nu ChapINr 

of b tu  Sigma Phi held thair 
annual  Chriatmaa pa r t y  
Thuraday at the Country Club 
of Merkel. Thoae attending 
the party were Mr. and Mrs. 
Dick Leach, Pam Sandusky, 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Juaticv, 
Anita brown, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Dingier, Sarah Echols, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Han^ 
mond. Everyone enjoyed \  
dinner rooked by the Country 
Club chef and exchanged 
pits.

è"
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Pamela King weds Rick Barry
Helore an altar banked with 

i|ieeiier> and carnations of 
the bride's chosen colors of 
pitik, mint green, apricot, 
and orchid, Pamela Jan King 
beiame th# bride of Kicky

3gene Harry on December 
, 1976, at 7:30 p.m. In the 

Ki/st baptist Church of Sun­
dew n,
fOdiciating the candlelight 

ebr e mony  was Reverend 
^enii iteece uf Post, assisted 
by Reverend Haruld Uavis of 
Sundown.

Parents of the couple are 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean King and 
Mr. and Mra. Kugene Barry, 
all of Sundown.

Given In marriage by her 
f a t he r ,  the bride wore a 
formal-length gown of wlute 
chanUlly lace with a sweet­
heart neckline. The fitted 
bodice was accented with seed 
pearls, iridescent sequins, 
and long slender sleeves with 
petal points over the wrisC 
The full skirt had Uers of

Chantilly lace, sweeping to the 
back into a cathedral train.

Her headpiece was a jullet 
with a three-tiered matching 
l a c e  edged illusion, high­
lighted with seed pearls and 
iridescent sequins.

The bridal Ixiuquet was a 
cascade of apneut, pink, or­
chid, and green fujl mums and 
baby's breath, Ued with satin 
ribbon streamers In colors to 
match the flow era. The center 
of her bouquet held a 4-leaf
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Mh&. KICK BARKY

MAX MURRELL 
CHEVROLET CO.

clover from the groom,given 
to her on July 4, theday after 
they became engaged.

Serving her sister as maid 
of honor was Vondi King, ai- 
Ured in a floor-length orchid 
satin A-Unedress and match­
ing shortsleeved jacket w ith a 
hood.

Bridesmaids w e r e  Ten 
Hamner uf Trent, wearing an 
apricot ensemble Identical to 
the maid uf honor's; and 
Brenda Griffith, of Trent, In 
mint green. Dollie Brar.el- 
tnn, fnend uf th e  bride, 
served as flower girl.

Kingtiearer was Donn i e  
Barry, of Muleshoe, cousin 

the gpxim.
Jim Gravley, of Lubbock, 

served as best man. Gnxims- 
men w e r e  Kick Gorskl, of 
Lubbock, and Dinald Weaver, 
uf Sundown.

hollowing the honeymoon 
trip, the couple will reside 
in Lubbock, where they will 
conUnue their education at 
Texas Tech University. The 
bridegroom is  majoring in 
Electronic Engineering Te­
chnology and the bride is an 
Art major. The groom is em­
ployed in Lubbock.

A r eh ea r s a 1 dinner was 
hosted for the couple by the 
groom's parents, in Fellow­
ship Hall uf the First Bap­
tist Church of Sundown.

May you vharr the twinkle 
in Santa's eyes, the joy of his 
smile, with those you love. 
Our thanks.

DOTY
FARM

EQUIPMENT

MEATSr .a .„  59̂  j j .
Pork Chops ßç̂

»« lex
■aeon SlUod 79c LB.

Slab K)» S 7 .5 0

I9< LB
$ i .4 9

BAILES 
DOG FOOD

25« M iA l 
25« CHUNK 
son CHUNK

S3.69
$ 4 .4 9
$ 7 .9 8

Kog. $U 9

BIC BUTANE 
LIGHTER98c

PACT
CIGARETTiS RBG. 

Off MENTHOL

$ 4 .9 9  CffTN
FOREMOST
Sour CrecMii 

Whipping Croan»

33c
PLASTIC

TUMBLERS
9ox A Mox59c p«c.

BODEN

ORANGE DRINK

y, GAL. 6 5 c

COUNTY FAIR 
BREADp/4 LB. 39c

XMAS
D AY
Hours

t.DO-nOO noon 
4.’00pm-«.<X>pfn

WE WILL 
CLOSE

AT 8:00p.m . 
DEC. 24

BEG. 35<
W RIG LErS

GUM25c
fOBENOST

EGGNOG
69c,.

Coca Cola 
Sovon Up
Dr. Poppar 

Dial Dr. Pappar
Papsi
32 o z

25cPIUS DEP.

LIPJON
Instant Taa

4 OZ

$ 1 .9 8

C oir, a
Savan Up

64 0 2

79c
NO DEP.

PRODUCE
W LB. BUSSETS 79< 
LiTTUCE - H U D  39t

BEG. 20<
BEEP JERKY

10c
FOREMOST
CREAM

TOPPING
W, 0169c
SAVE
10%
OFF

Poekot Knnot
Sun Shadot 
Comoros 
Billfolds

KRAFT
Poonut BriStIo 

12 OZ Box

69c
SWIFT

Vienna Suosogo

39c
Pro# Linon Colendi 

with erto.
L A M  
LAfffC 
EVE

Chastarfiald
CBTN.

Gladiola
ELOUB SB

79c
Hours Alen.-Sof. 7.00-900 NINTH
w G R O C E R Y Wo Accapt 

Food Sfompt

09 KENT WESTERN AUTO nOB NORTH 2nd

WE WANT TO THANK THE PEOPLE OP MERKEL FOR A SUCCESSFUL 1976. WE WISH EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A  HAPPY 1977.

#■
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Walkers observe
50 years

Mr. 411(1 Vrs. Irl W .lk*»i cit , L(i. A Uk**r of •*» **mploj**e of V.t*ik.*l
■All! (*'lt'br4t*f th*-u '1111411- hi l'4»oaiKlUr u«*loiiW4lk- bibiKil loi 27 j**4is 4nd has 
ruit-r^ar) 4 i th 4 1 «  (‘ {Ilion »-r of Harbi, and all of th(»ir oi*nei and nuiua«'! of a
f r o m 2 to 7 Sunday at the taii.iliea im ludiii^ fue ¿teat "oul- b f i ' i i* *  Station for 30 
St*aior CihUen Imildini. ¿randctaldren. years.

Hosi-ks for th(* iirr asion U alker a is Itirn August 30, V r s .  Walker aas bom 
vull be their daughter Vrs. I'lOri at top{ieras (,.i\e. He t> tol'ei 11. 190*i at Ulair near 
Calm is Broan o f Virando moved to Merkel in 1320. M-rkel.

w vK sn n ra n tn n
The Merkel Restaurant 

5  Will Be Open Christmas Day
S Serving Christmas Dinner:
S  Turlisy A Dr»tsing, Giblat Gravy, ||S
S  A Cranbarry Saura............................ 52.25 5

* 9Acati Beet...........................................................................2.65 jg

K
Chicken Fried Steak.............................................................2-45 j|̂

Served with-
fruit Salad
Green Beant Supreme with Almondt 
Creamed Botateet with Sour Cream,

Bocon A Onion
fruit Cake with Ice Cream Snow Balls
Homemoid Bolls A Cornbread Coffee 

Í or Iced Tea

If e would like to tvish everyone

a merry Christmas and thank 

you fo r your past patronage.

wed
The Walkers have been ar­

rive members of the Mi»rkel 
K i r s t  Ba[itist Church 45 
> ears.

Both have taught rlassesin 
the church.

Air. Walker is a deacon 
and teaches a bunday school 
class on the local radio sta­
tion each Sunday at 10:15.

Both are at live in the 
Senior Citi/eii Club.

All fiieiids are invitvkl to 
come by.

Sales tax 
paid cities

.V e I k e 1 rill r e c e i v e  
»4.777.71 as its share of the 
city sales and use tax fur 
.Soveiiiber. the Comptroller 
ol Public Accounts refxirts.

I'reiit Mill receive$369and 
rye will if(H $3,104.19.

FOR AU YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS

SEYMORE INSURANCES
02 COWARDS 

928-5379
. . . Awfo, Rroperty, General Lability, 

Crop, Heaflh, life. Disability, TaM-thobored <i, 
rohromonf, educational plant 1

FARMERS UNION SERVICE POINT

.óiópe yoDf 
Christinas 

is filled nith
• •
• •

nice surprises! 
Thanks to 
la n ;  friends

Trent falls to Hawley

Smmm
We^re looking forward to 

serving you in 1977.

T r e n t  H i g h ' s  g i r l s  
stumbled against Hawley De­
cember 14 in their final game 
before the Christmas Holi­
day s.

Haw ley  outscored Trent, 
21-17 the final quarter for a 
03-51 victory over Trent.

hobble T reeman scored 27 
to lead Trent s< oring white

l.iiida Jordan had 26 fur 
Hawley.

In the lioys g.ime. Tient 
lost. 53-37. f a l l i n g  behind 
from the start. Hocky Bryan 
had 15 for Trent and .Nichol­
son Scored 20 for Hawley.

Trent returns toactinnUe- 
cember 30 in the Hawley 
tout na nieiit.

W '
I t ’s iî reat to keep in touch 
with those who mean so much! 
Wishing you a wonderful holiday!,

CONLEY’S BARBER SHOP

May every happiness be yourt^ 
at this loveliest of seasons. — .

With our fond gratitude . . .

Vk arm  vAi.shen am i thanks  
to you and your dear ones.

MEMBERS, DIRECTORS, & EM PLOYEES OF

TAYLOR ELECTRIC CO OPERATIVE

ED'S FEED  AND SEED

J o y o u s  
w is h e s  

f o r  a 
h a p p y  H oliday.

Th«* NÍIv«*r k o u iiiIm of
boll» «M'lio lliriiuM h fh«‘ 

f 'hrlMimii» J iir  w illi n
of Im»p «> i i ik I jov fo r t ill. 

Tli«\v riiip i out l i M i .  m ir I h i i i i k »  
fo r yo u r lo ya l frl«>iMl»hlp.

Merkel VFW

Post 5683

M a t the glorious light of 
Christmis bring you, and those 

you love, enduring Hope and 
Happiness. To all, special thanks

L & W S m C K  BAR
FRED, lETA, < Kk

L



Cemetery donations

j

M ish in g  you 
o vvryth iu g  I h a t's  

’ig h i a n d  h v a a tifu l 
a t C hristm as.

M ay o u r s iu rv rr  
thanks o ru am vu t  

your hofitlays.

(
i
V

I
J
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

ABILENE  
FARM SUPPLY

CAL-TEX

BUYERS OF
CATTLE MILO 

AND HAY
fiOIJTE 2 BOX >28 

TRENT, TX.
915-862- 2951

CUSTOM CATTLE FEEDING

V

Th* (olluwinK hav« m.ida 
contrltiuUuns to the Merkel 
C e m e t e r )  A f s o c l a t l o n  
s p e c i a l  C h r i s t m a s  
memorials.

Mr. and Mrs. Kdwin K. 
Kead in memory of Mrs. Cur- . 
delia Scherer
Mrs. Willi Butman in memory 
of W Im. B. Butman 

Mrs. Autry Pence 
Sirs. Terrell F. Slashburn 

in memory o( Mrs. Kffie 
Kider and Lillian; Mr. and 
Mrs. K. F. Mashburn and 
Kathleen

Mrs. Chnstine Collie 
mr. and Mrs. J. C. Tucker 
Mr. and S irs. J. C. 

Kichardson Jr. in memory of 
Sir. and Mrs. J. L. Casey 

Sirs. Tom Largent 
Sir. and Slaurlce S. Cox 
Leula Jinkens in memory 

o f  “ Our  Daddy,*’ finnis 
Keidenbach

M. C. Jenkins In memory 
of Claude Jenkins and Charlie 
Slorgan

Williams lístate % N. I. 
Williams

.Mrs. H. K. Heninger in 
memory of H. F. Heninger 

Jo Slason in memory of 
Sir. and Mrs. .\. L. McLeod, 
Donáis and Angela Leverich 

Mrs .  Johnny Cox  in 
m e m o r y  of Dr. and M rs. 
Armstrong and Johnny Cox 

Sirs. Bertis Lanh In mem­
ory of loved ones

Sir. and Mrs. C. L. SlcLeixi 
Sir. and Mrs. Jack H. Sub­

let!
B. G. Bryan 
Mrs. Merle Grove 
Mrs. Clarence K. Collins 

In memory of “ My Parents,”  
Sir. and Mrs. Seth Morgan 

Sir. and Mrs. Fred Jackson 
in memory of Uubt. Clayton 
Goode and M i. and Sirs. K. 1. 
Jackson 

F loy Kva Smith 
Dr. and Mrs .  Philip T. 

Weisbach In memory of Sirs. 
Ltta Pruitt and Mr. O. D. 
Pruitt

Mr. and Mrs. 11. A. Vick 
Lewis V. Winter 
Sirs. V. P. Tippett 
Honnie and Lynda Keeger 
M r. and S1 r s. Van SI. 

Kobeits in memory of Mrs. 
W . A. (Hines) McSpadden 

Moreen Banner 0*Rearand 
Hoot. Nell O'Rear in memory 
of the Banner and O’ Rear 
families

Sir. and Mrs. Mack Fisher 
in memory of Johnny Cox and 
Mrs. Chester Collinsworth 

Ona F aye Watkins 
Mr. and Sirs. PriceSlelton 
Mrs. Grace Maxwell '
Mrs. Trulla Cox 
Sirs. Ona White and Miuren 

White In memory of Lecil 
and Billy Joe W hite and other 
loved ones and friends

V. M. a n d  S ug e n l a  
Valgamore

Mr. and Sirs. Joe Weston 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Irvin 
Hollis McCoy '
Cloy Lyles in memory o f. 

Ida Klirabeth Lyles
The family of Ike D. Turner 
Mrs Cynthia Pinckley 
W Im. W. and Mary S. Barry 

In memory of Maude V.Simp­
son and Minnie O’ Dell

Mrs. 8. D. Gamble 
Mary Alina Slay field 
Van H. McSpadden in meiii-' 

urt of Mrs. W. A. McSpadden , 
Clark Mundy
Mrs. Vernon Mansfield and 

Cl dren In m e m o r y  of 
Vernon Slansfield 

Evelyn Linebery 
Winfred B. and Gladys 

Garner In memory of Mrs. 
J. A. MilUken 

Vannle HamMett 
Paul M. and Mae Collins 

in memory of our parents.

Sir. and Mrs. J. SI. Collins 
and Sir. and Mrs. Seth Hamil­
ton

J. D. Witcher 
OlUe L. F owler in meni- 

ory of my brother, T. B. 
Hobbs

Mrs. Anna F . Harris 
Howard and Evelyn Sliger 

in memory of Aus Un Robert­
son

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Merritt 
Mrs. Luther W. F'lemlngln 

m e m o r y  of L u t h e r  W. 
Fleming

Elouise Hagley 
Mrs. Ilia Hunter in mem­

ory of loved ones
Estate of 11. H. Toomtis 
Mr s .  C. R. Tittle and 

Family in memory of C. R. 
Tittle

Mr. and Mrs. V iig il Pat­
terson

A. F. Criswell in memory 
of Sir. and Sirs. S. J. Cris­
well, Wilber and Wilmer 

Mr. and Mrs. U. H. Davis 
in memory of C. D. Davis
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Larry, »tf^eii a„d remaiiu.ig specialcoo-
memory of our rather, C. D. tribuUons will be conUnued 

** next week.

J

RAY PACK HAS ANNOUNCED THE PURCHASE OP THE

BIG COUNTRY CLUB
IN ABILENE

W i t h  S ( ' < i s o i i  s Cl I ( ’ »‘ t i n  H sw
COMING JAN. 9 -  ^ --------------WI RECORDING STAR JOB b tam pley

I  Coming January 77 Johny Paycheck
I OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK WITH LIVE BAND

* If covet CNAtGE FtlOAr AND SATUtOAV OWIV

O Pm  DAILY AT 3 P M

WE W O U L D  L I KE T O  I N V I I  E E E f n  0  N E O V E R '

at Cbristmas
Let Peace encircle the world 

and all men walk hand in hand. 
We raise our voice in thanks.

3112 N Isf

LUSKEY'S
INC

A b iU n *

^ a y  yours be merry and gay. 
Our hearty holiday thanks 
for your kind patronage.
MERKEL 

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

here’s no time quite like Christmas... 
when the world is bright with fantasy 

and we are all children again at heart.
In the midst of its magic, Santa and

we take a moment to wish you all you’re 
wishing for, this sparkling holiday.

THE MERKEL MAIL
STEVE, KAYE, CARL, KAREN, DAVID, ULUAN, ANN, MARTHA SUE, B  MYCHELE

r-
^  i



iGRBEN GIANT 303

PRICES GOOD WEDIDOUBLE STAMP) 
THURSDAY A FRIDAY DEC 22-23<24 

BE CLOSED SAT. DEC. 2S-OPEN MONDAY

CREAMY

BAKERS 
ANGEL FLAKE

DEL MONTE 303

Fruit Cocktail 2 FOR
DEL MONTE CRUSHED NO 2 CAN

PINEAPPLE CAN
DEL MONTE 303 WHOLE

Green BEANS 2 FOR
DEL MONTE 303 C.S.

Golden Com 2 FOR

\f r o z e n  f o o d I\
T O  A 'VWOAf SUN

/» v  ORANGE »02 9  
ma iOlCE 39^
\ } 0 \ j  ^HOSEYE

COOL WHIP 59(
MORTON ASSORTED C O AggA T.V.Dinners caVoC

NABISCO
SNACK CRISCO
CRACKERS

630ASSORTED
BOX

$129
I  I a

3 LB
CAN

lim it

WITH $10 IN TRADE OR MORE 
EXCLUSIVE OF CIGARETTES

lELLO DEL MONTE

3 OZ. BOX ASSORTED
CATSUP

690 2 BOXES 390
26 OZ. 
BOTTLE 69t| I

REYNOLDS HERSHEYS 
DARK CHOCOLATE

32 OZ. BOHLE

Sweet PEAS 2 FOR
OCEAN SPRAY 300

630
Cranberry Sauce c.» 390

COCA
COLA ó PACK 

CRTN

29
PLUS
DEPOSIT

FOIL WRAP CHIPS
18 IN. 
25 FT. 
ROU 69< 12 OZ. 

BAG 690
INSTANT TEA

BRUCE NO 3 FLAT WHOLE

Sweet YAMS CAN 490 M RACLE ™
Chicken BROTH 2 »» 350 COFFEE
DREAM WHIP I l k  k

MARYLAND CLUB 1 LB CAN

TOPPING 3 OZ. 
BOX 550

89 3 OZ. 
JAR 39

(1 UMIV

UBBYS EX FCY PLACED 14 OZ. ^  .  _  _

M i l  OLIVES $l2i9 FLOUR PHILADELPHIA CREAM

GLADIOLA 
5 LB. BAG 6 3 0  CHEESE

UNCLE BENS

STUFF’N
SUCH

CHICKEN-PLAIN-HERB

8 OZ. 
BOX 490

I.G. DAIRY FRESH

HOMO
MILK

CAKE M X D U N C A N  H IN E S
ASSORTED BOX W

8 OZ. 
PKG. 590

GAL. JUG
59
NO
DEPOSIT

I.G. DAIRY FRESH

HOMO 2 MILK
GAUON
JUG

HONEYSUCKLE - BASTED
49
NO
DEPOSIT

FOREMOST BORDEN GANDY 
WHIPPING
OR SOUR 

•/, PINT

FOREMOST BORDEN GANDYS
mucn r

CREAM EGGNOG ■1
HALF.A 
HALF PINT

QUART
CRTN.

I.G. DAIRY FRESH

Butter MILK g a l
CRTN.

MAXWEU HOUSE 10 OZ.

Instant COFFEE
SMUCKERS 17 CT.

GIFT PACK JELLY 12 CT.

69«
WASHINGTON

APPLES
RED DELICIO JS

EA.
PRES. EA. $939

LB. 29«
BROADBREASTED TCA BAGS

ROAST CHOICE BEEF 
POT-RUMP OR 
ENGLISH LB.

i W
CHOICE BEEF
T-BONE LB.
HORMEL 
TENDERIZED 
WHOLE ONLY

BACON
LB

UPTON 48 CT 
BOX 890 ORANGES

DISHWASHER FAMILY

NAVEL

FRESH
LB

CASCADE
UOUID

BOX 
DETERGENT

9t JO Y TIDE
HORMEL B.L

POUND

FRESH
PORK

HORMEL 
LITTLE p k G  

SIZZLER

GIANT

690

$1.89ch|RY
BANANAS
OCEAN SPRAYCRANBERRIES

riAWT ”  TEXAST i 2 3  Golden YAMS
M  I  RUSSET■ SPUDS

EACH

LB.

LB.

1 LIMIT
WE 

fA^ELCOME 
FOOD  

STAMPS
SHOP
AND
SAVE

W E GIVE  
G IFT  BOND  
STAMPS

Double on 
Wednesday 
with $5.00 

or more
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