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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES PRESENTED 
BY AREA MINISTERS

\IERKfiL
I M r  El) VETHODIST

By RUSSELL Mc^NALLY 
Pastor

First Methodist Church

\fce are praying that this 
will be the best CHRISTMAS 
o( all fur you. There are many 
reasons wh> we think it will 
be something special.

1. This should be a good 
Christmas for you because 
of the SLOWER SPEED li­
mits, You will not be able to 
get so far from home, and, 
there will be more of your 
family alive to enjoy the oc­
casion. Anyway, Hume Is a 
pretty giKXl place to be foi 
Christmas.

2. This should be a good 
Christmas for you because 
of the lUGH PRICES. With 
all the higher price you 
will have a good opportunity 
to explain to members of your 
family that there are cer­
tain things that you can no 
longer afford. It may come 
as a real shock to some, but 
It may be good f>>r us all. 
You see, grandpareits have 
a real problem buying pre­
sents for grandchildren af­
ter the parent.*! have given 
them everything they want 
all year. What can you give 
to people who have every­
thing, and sail unhappy?

3. This should be a good 
Chnstmas for you because 
of CLOTHES STYLES. Since 
the rebellion against clothes 
designer- recently you can 
wear some of last years 
style and not be too em- 
barassed. They have been 
I hanging the style -(not for 
the good of anyone) so they 
Could for e you to buy new 
clothes and they could make 
more money. It left you with 
a closet full of good clothes 
that you were hR allowed 
to wear There was always 
this guilty feeling be ause of 
so many people In this world 
without eno'igh clothes to keep 
them fromf eezing. Wrdidn’c 
allow ourselve. to think of 
this very often, but we were 
.iware of it. It took a little 
pleasure out of buying new 
'luthes. With you having more 
to says as to what you w.int 
to wear, and because you will 
not be Ml wasteful -  you wU’ 
hnd more satisfaction in life 
this Chnstmas.

4. This should be a good 
Christmas for you bei-aisa 
of the hard to get SUGAR 
Since sugar Is a little scarce, 
and very high-you are going 
to have to learn to be sweot 
on your »wn. Y'cucanbesweoi 
without Sugar you know! Peo­
ple point to other people and 
say, 'Isn 't  that a sweoi per­
son." Well the world neod;. 
more sweet pe*'ple. There Is 
a song that siys, "Jesu.s 
is the sweetest name I know." 
They are lot talking a'>out the 
name of Jesus-They are talk­
ing about the personof Je>us. 
He gave HIMSELF - and the 
world Is dying for more peo­
ple to be sweet like that- 
sweet

5. This should be a good 
Christmas for you because
If theST tX K  MARKET 

When the bottom dropped out 
of the stock market -  and 
o t h e r  markets we were 
caused to take a second look- 
a.id perhap- now a third look 
at things AS THEY ARE. and 
may be. We can not put our 
TRUST In the stockmarkets- 
or the president-orthe House 
Ways and Me.ins Chairman 
as he plays around-w:th our 
liv e—neither can you trust 
your own ab>Utles to see and 
know what Is best.,Perhaps 
this Chrlstma« we will learn 
to put our faith and trust In 
Almighty God. That Is what 
Christmas is  all about-Isn'c 
It?

So with the help of slower 
'»peed -  to help more stay 
alive -  with higher prices to 
tell us there are some '.iilngs 
we will have to do without -  
AppreclaUng the things we 
have -  Having to be sweet 
.’l l  our own, and placing our 
faith and trust in God In- 
.stead of In THINGS • Wo 
may learn more how to be 
like the one who came to 
•it of'his own choice to suf­
fer In our place -  To lead 
the way • and to become lur 
Savior, even Jesus -  It Is 
his blrthdsy we «elehrate. 
With all this -  As Paul said, 
"Make the best of your time 
Do'plte all the difficulties of 
these days. "Why not make 
an effort to make this a 
Very Good Christmas?

MERKEL  
F I R S T  B A P T I S T  

By Kfc>.NETH JCHtH 
Pastor

Chnstmas is many things 
to many people. To some it 
Is a time of frustration; wor­
ry over gift-buying; frayed 
nerves over crowds in the 

store>; short tempers be­
cause of the traffic, and 
anxious concern about hav­
ing company or going some­
where.

To others, Christmas is a 
time of happiness, good will, 
cheery greetings to one ano­
ther; contentment with fam­
ily togetherness; and most of 
all. Inner peace.

Wat makes the difference? 
The difference Is to be found 
In the heart of the individual. 
If Christ is  Indeed living In 
our hearts, we will approach 
the Christmas season with 
one great, su.staining pur­
pose...to celebrate His birth 
with the kind of sincerity 
and .simplicity that will tru­
ly honor Him.

How difficult It Is to cele­
brate His birth with sincerity 
and slmpllcltyl We have al­
lowed the Christmas "se a ­
son" to become uncontroll­
ably out of hand I Far too 
many "custom s" and " tra - 
dlUons" havecompllcatedthe 
proper observance ofChrlst- 
mas. Far too much "busy­
n ess" Is distracting us from 
a worshipful experience. Our 
greatest need 1: to allow this 
religious holiday to become, 
Indeed, a day of reverence 
and worship.

What Is Chnstmas to you? 
It is  what you allow It to 
become. It can be traffic, 
plasUc trees, pushing, shov­
ing, anger. Or, It can be 
Silent Night, Hope, Good­
will, Peace. It can be wor­
ry, frustraUon, f r e t t i n g ,  
frayed nerves. Or, It can 
be Anbclpaaon, Joy, Cele- 
braUon, Singing, Worship.

because of His birtn, we 
have the spintual gifts of 
love, concern, and truth to 
.share. This is  the real mean­
ing of ChristmasI

iS S E M R L Y  O F GOD
CURTIS

O instm as Is more than 
an occasion for the exchange 
of felicitous greetings and 
friendly gifts. It Is more than 
the enjoyment of congenial 
company at a festive season. 
It Is even more than the 
religious observance of a 
s a c r e d  memory. It sends 
forth God's supreme call to 
the highest and best in man­
kind. It brings to us Ms most 
cherished gift, and Is  His 
emphadc and final declara- 
bon of war upon all that is 
low, mean, and unworthy.

The birth of the Prince was 
not to mark the end of a 
struggle but to inaugurate a 
more vigorous prosecubon 
of it. Ihe Angels sang "Peace 
on fk rth " not as a compro­
mise vUth evil but as a pro­
phecy of Its complete and final 
overthrow. Christmas there­
fore Is God's challenge tothe 
wo rid, and consciously or not 
men classified themselves 
by their attitude to that chal­
lenge. The Babe oi Bethle­
hem challenged tkrod the 
Mng who, fearing loss of 
position, openly and cruelly 
opposed the plans of God. 
No generatl on since has been 
wi t h o u t  Its followers of 
Herod. The Babe of Bethle­
hem challenged theprlestand 
elders, those pillars of or­
ganized rellgicn, who might 
have been expected to under­
stand. But no, though they 
knew where the Pnnee was 
to be bom and could glibly 
quote the scripture refer­
ence they were Indifferent 
to the event, not even In­
terested enough to travel the 
short distance from Jeru ­
salem to Bothlahem to see 
If these things w re  so . Ihe 
effort of the O irlst are still 
blocked by supreme Indiffer­
ence In unexpected places.

Ihe Star of Bethlehem 
challenged the « ise  men and 
because they caw and fol­
lowed led them from a far 
country to the place whore 
they could open their trea­
sures In the presence of the 
King. The Angelic choir chal­
lenged the shepherds who 
hastening to Bethlehem saw 
the Babe and returned to 
praise and glorify thstr God.

And so from among the 
rich and the poor, the high 
and low, the lettered and the 
unlettered, from among the 
astronomers In the observa­
tories and the shepherds on 
the plains Ihe Babe of Beth­

lehem has through the year.*: 
called men to surrender and 
to worship, and dared them 
to fight with Him for truth 
and the Kingdom.

MERKEL
CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Joy of Chnstmas

Chnstmas is that wonder­
ful time of the year when 
many people celebrate the 
bl r th of C h rl st,exc hange gi f ts , 
decorate homes, reunite with 
loved ones, and In general 
show good will to others. 
Ihe word Chnstmas comes 
from an early Bigllsh phrase 
whi ch means " C h r i s t ’ s 
M ass." Even though many 
ChrisUans celebrate the birth 
of Chrtst In December, the 
actual bme of His birth Is 
not known. It seems mo.st 
likely that Christ was bom 
in the spring of the year 
In 4-6 AD. The practice of 
observing the birth of Chrtst 
on December 2r)th was begun 
In 354 AD. by Bishop Ll- 
berlus of Rome. It seems 
that the blshcp chose this 
date because the pagans of 
Rome celebrated the Feast 
of Saturn and worshipped the 
sun on this date. Thus, It be­
came a holiday for both pa­
gans and Christians.

The spirit and Ideas of 
Christmas are so wonder­
ful. How much finer this world 
would be If the spirit of 
Christmas could dwell in the 
h e a r t s  of all manki nd 
throughout the year. It seems 
so sad that soma persons put 
on the "Chnstm as sp in t" 
for a short time each year, 
and then return to daily rou­
tine of hating, quarreling, and 
fighting with ¿ e i r  relabves 
and frtends.

Think for a moment about 
the plight of Jesus. He came 
to love and serve on this 
earth and His reward was 
this: to be abondoned by those 
He loved, betrayed by those 
He trained, scarred those 
He plUed, with a bloody man­
tle across His shoulders and 
a crown of piercing thorns 
on His head. He earned a 
cross to a scoundrel’s grave. 
He was born In a dlstantclty, 
in a borrowed stable, and laid 
in a borrowed manger, rode 
on a borrowed mule, and was 
finally laid to rest In a bor­
rowed grave.

For Jesus there was no
room In the Inn, and through­
out His life It seemed that 
there was no room anywhere 
except on a rugged cross. 
Perhaps, however, there Is 
room In your heart for Jesus.

It is my prayer that the 
room In your heart will be 
so great that not only the 
birth, but also the life and 
death and resurrecUon of Je ­
sus will be shared at Chnst­
mas and throughout the years 
fhead.

Larry Gill, Minister 
Merkel Church of Chrtst

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
Bible Study 9:45 AM. 
Worship 10:30 AM . and 

6:00 P.M.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:30 P.M.

C A LV A R Y  B A P T I S T

By P. T. STEWART 
Pastor

Calvary Baptist Church

LUKE 1:26-32 HE SHALL BE 
GREAT.

And In the sixth month 
the Angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, 
to a VIRGIN espoused to a 
man whose name was Jo - 
septh of the house of David 
and the VlRGlNs name was 
Mary.
And the angel came In unto 
her, and said, hall, thou 
that art highly favoured, the 
Lord Is with thee: blessed 
art thou amonge women. 
And when she saw him, she 
was troubled at his saying 
and cast In her mind what 
manner of salutattun this 
should be.
And the angel said unto her 
fear not, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God. 
And behold, thou shalt con­
ceive In thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt 
call hi name JESUS. He 
shall be great, and shall 

See A/eseages,
Pg. 6
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ADDS TWO MORF-Jockie Sims (?4) shoots ond mokes two points 
for the Badgers Friday night. Verkel won the ganie 82-55 over Win- 
ters. Looking on is  Donold Dye. 'Staff photo by Jody West)

Kathy Henilricks Is 
Named 'Little Sister’

Kathy H e n d r i c k s  was 
named 'Little Sister of the 
Month’ for December by the 
Taylor County Young Home­
makers. Kathy Is the 17-year 
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. C. Hendricks and Is a 
Senior at Merkel High School.

Kathy has been in the band 
3 years, twlrler 3 years, 
and .stage band 1 year. She 
has taken homemaking one 
year where she took cook­
ing and sewing, has been 
in F HA 3 years and has 
been reporter and parlia­
mentarian.

After graduating this year, 
Kathy plans to attend the 
Texas State Technical Insd- 
tute In Sweetwater to be a 
dental assistant or nurse.

KATHY HENDRICKS 
. . . Honoree

Merkel Mail To Print 
Early Next Week

Due to Christmas falling oq Wednesday this 
year, the Merkel Mall will go to press early 
this coming week. News and adverdsing must 
be In the Mail office by Friday of this week to 
get In next weeks paper. The Mail office will 
be closed Tuesday and Wednesday so our em­
ployes may have Christmas with their families. 
The [laper will be mailed for Thur.sday delivery.

Mrs. Ybarra 
Services Held

Mrs. Apolonla Mo r e n o  
Ybarra, S9, of Merkel, died 
at S;30 p.m. Wednesday In 
Starr Nursing Home after a 
lengthy Illness. Mass was 
held at 3 p.m. Saturday at 
Our Mother of Mercy Catho­
lic Church In Merkel. Burial 
was In Rose Hill Cemetery 
directed by Starbuck Funeral 
Home.

Mrs. Ybarra was bom Jan. 
26, 19IS, In Mexico, and was 
married to Llbradro Ybarra 
In Merkel In 1932. He works 
for the Thylor Electric Co- 
operabve.

She Is survived by her 
husband; four sons, Juan and 
Augustine, both of Merkel, 
Pedro of Abilene and Salvador 
of Hayward,  Calif.; five 
daughters, Mrs. Vlllalovos 
and Mrs. Domingo Villarreal, 
both of Hayward, Mrs. SI 
Acuna and Mrs. Victor Ler- 
ma, both of Merkel, and Mrs. 
Louie Campos of Fremont, 
Calif., four brothers, Oide- 
larto Moreno of Fremont, 
Jesus Moreno of Merkel and 
Albino and Marcellno Mor­
eno, both of Abilene; ooesls- 
ter, Mrs. Cecilia Duran of 
Abilene and ISgrandchlldran.

Nephews served as pall­
bearers^___________________

Band, Choir 
Concert Friday

Friday, December20th,the 
High School band and choir 
will present their Christmas 
program for the Elementary 
school at 1I:4S. TTie general 
public Is Invited to attend.

Riding Club 
To Hold Dance

The Merkel Riding Club 
Is planning an 'OldFashioned 
Dance’ to be held at the 
Merkel Lions Club building. 
The dance will be held Sat­
urday at 8 p.m. An admission 
of 03.00 for couples and $1.50 
for single' 16 and over will 
be charged. The public Is in­
vited to attend.

Mrs. M. 1. Shaw 
Services Held

Mr.s. M. J .  Shaw, 82, of 
Merkel, died at 1:15 p.m. 
Tuesday at Hendrick .Mem­
orial Hospital In Abilene af­
ter a brtef Illness. Services 
were held at 2 p.m. Thurs­
day atstarbuckFuneral Home 
Chapel.

The Rev. Jerry Kunkel, 
Methodist minister of T>e, 
and the Hev. Aussie Watson, 
Abilene miiuster, officiated. 
Burial was in Stith Cemetery

Burn Mattie Sue H am s on 
Ckt. 2, 1882, In McClellan 
Count), she married M. J .  
Shaw in 1910 in Merkel. He 
died in December 1958.

Mrs. Shaw was a long­
time Merkel resident.

Survivors include t h r e e  
sons, M. J .  of .Vnlene, Wade 
of Cklnesville and Warren; 
three daughters, Mr». Roxie 
Meeks of Abilene, Mrs. Koyce 
Mashburn of Longview and 
M rs. Roy Mashbuni of Stith; 
14 grandchildren; 3c great­
grandchildren; and two step- 
grandchildren.

Grandsons were pallbear­
ers.

Trash Pickup
Scheduled
Changed

The trash pickup schedule 
will be changed for the next 
two weeks because of the 
holiday s.

Trash will be picked up 
Thursday, Dec. 26 and F r i­
day, Dec. 27.

Next pickup date will be 
Dec. 30 and 31.

Beginmng Jan. 6, Trash 
pickup will return to original 
schedule.

The dump ground will be 
closed Christmas Day.

By JODY W EST

Friday night there was a 
blizzard in our midst, but the 
Badgers managed to put the 
heat on quite strong. TheJ.V. 
girls started out the heat 
with a very close game up to 
the last few second- loosing 
by only 2 points, but not to 
give in. With 10 seconds left 
to play and the B a d g e rs  gain 
a 1 point lead, but tbe Bliz­
zards made a freezing drive 
to the basket and won by only
I point. The final score was 
42-41 and high pointer for the 
Badgers was Kerry Law with 
14 points and leading the Bliz­
zards Was Phillis O. *31 with 
18 points.

.Next Was the J .  V. boys, 
who took over from the be­
ginning of the game, leading 
at the end of the first quar­
ter. Keeping up the good work 
thev never fell behind. Half 
time score shewed the Bad­
gers winning 29-17, and on 
to a victory at the end of 
the game winmng 53-36. High 
pointer for the badgers was 
Paul Tucker with 17 points 
and Poindexter from Winters 
with 13 points.

The final game against the 
Blizzards and the Varsity 
Boys were leading the Bliz­
zards by 4 points at the end 
of the first quarter. Keeping 
up the good work and the 
Badgers were winmng at half 
am e 39-23, The final score 
for the game found tbe Bad­
gers ahead 82 poinU to the 
Blizzard.s 55 points. High 
pointer for the Badger.s was 
Darel Kiggan with 18 points 
and leading the Blizzards was 
McNlel with 18 points. The 
Badger Van sty Boys a re now
II -0 in the season.

Varsity Girls 
Win 3rd 
Consolation

PICTURE, PG. 5

The Badger Varsity Girls 
competed in the H-SU Tour­
nament Dec. 12, 13 A 14, win­
mng 3rd Consolauon. They 
started out by playing Mid­
way on Thursday night but 
loosing with the Badgers cor­
ing 28 points to Midways 70 
points. High pointers were 
Netta Stephan for the Bad­
gers with 16 plants and John­
ston from Midway with 30 
points.

The second game on F r i­
day found the Badgers with a 
victory over the Stamford 
Bulldogs. The final score was 
41-33 arxl high pointer for the 
Badgers was also Netta Ste­
phan with 25 points.

The third game for the Bad­
gers took place on Saturday 
morning and found the Bad­
gers competing for Consola­
tion against May. But May 
came out on t ^  with the 
final s c o r e  49-40 . High

pointer for the badgers was 
Netta Stephan with 20 points 
and Murdock for May with 20 
poi fits.

The final game and the Bad­
gers are playing against Win- 
ter.s for 3rd Consolation. The 
Badgers came out of the bliz­
zard on top w'Uimng 62-47. 
Higli pointer for the Badgers 
was .Netta Stephan with 43 
points and leading the Bliz­
zards was Be«'ky Dean with 
21 points.

Mrs. Newton 
Buried Sunday

Mr.s. Dnma .Newton, 68, 
of Merkel, died at 4.15 a.m. 
Friday at Meadnck Memor­
ial hLspital foil wing a short 
Illness. S e r v  es were held 
at 2 p.m. Sunday at the F irst 
Baptist Church.

The Rev. Kenneth Jones, 
pastor officiated. Bunal wax 
in Roun Cemetery in RHan 
under direction of Starbuck 
F :neral It) me.

liorn Jan. 3, 1906, in Tay­
lor County, Mrs. Newton 
moved to Merkel in 1969. 
She was a member of the 
First  Baptist Oiurch.

ourvtvors include two sons, 
Allen Cavitt of Purcelle, 
Okla.; two stepdaughters, 
Mr>. J. .Nelson 1 Big Spring 
and .Mrs. Virgil opencer of 
Plainview; a brother, W. J ,  
Dulin of Roscce; three sis­
ters, Mr . A R. (Vera) San­
ford *>f .lendian, Mrs. Bill 
Opal ndusky of Merkel and 
'rv. A Z. (Vu la) Decker of 

ni'iiene; five grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; and 
several mere and nephews.

William Morgan 
Services Held
Thursday

William Charles Morgan, 
3-year-old son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alen Morgan Jr . of 
TYent, died at 2:45p.m.Wed­

nesday at Hendrick Memorial 
Hsspiul after a long illness. 
Graveside services •were held 
at 4 p.m. Thursday in Rose 
fill Cemetery.

The Rev. R u s s e l l  Mc- 
Anally, pastor of F irst Umted 
Methodist Church of Merkel, 
and the Rev. N. S. Daniels, 
associate paster, officiated. 
Ntarbuck F uneral Home ui 
Merkel was in charge of ar­
rangements.

The child was born Dec. 
20, 1971, in Abilene.

Survivors include his par­
ents; one brother, Russell 
Morgan III; andgrandjwrents, 
Mr. and Mrs.  Pete Morgan 
and Mr, and Mr.s. J .  U San­
dusky J r . ,  all of Merkel.

I I u.

TRUCK DEM O LISH ED —This truck went off 120 about 
three mites east of Merkel on d londedin Mulberry 
Creek Thursday morning at 3:15 Driving the 
truck was 24-year-old David Griniey of Rockville, 
Ind. The truck belonged to Jay Lines Trucking of

Arrorillo. The truck was looded with sides of beef. 
Officiols worked oil doy and into the night trying to 
get the truck out of the creek. Griniey is still in 

criticol condition at HendricksHospitol. (Stoff photo 
by Kaye Lonhom)
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Band News
High SthiKil band &tudent.s 

4ri> bu«) '<«l«rtlng Uiwr iiolu> 
4ml ensembles for the t . l .L .  
cunteki to be held in the 
'*pnng.

The J u n i o r  High bind 
pUyed a Christmas concert 
for a combined meeting of 
the P.T.A. and Band Boo.stei s 
on laat Monday night.

beginner band is now ready 
to attempt playing solos with 
pianist accompaniment..

( M O R I L L A

( i R A F F i r r
Mrs. D ra n  Kinti

The richer acommumtyis, 
the lower its  infant mortality 
rate, according to the March 
of Umes.

MbKKV CHRISTMAS to all 
of the i>eople of the Big Coun­
try I Tomorrow at 2:30 Trent 
Schools will be out for the 
holiday s -  and the students 
will return next year: January 
2, I'.lTS. May Santa blow acir> 
cle of happiness around >\>u| 
head and clean your chim* 
neys on the way back upe 
and may he leave extrabox^

filFTS FOR AN 
0LD-FASHI0NED<?- 
FARM 8 R A N C H 't t  
CHRISTMAS ‘ - m ?

Christmas in the country coniures up thoughts o‘ 
tables laden with home grown foods fresh from a crackliiv 
wood burniisg stove Steaming meat and poultry dishes and 
an array of delicious dairy products'

While It isn't possible to bring back the past, we car 
still en(oy the foods that made Christmas in the countrx 
such a delightful experiersce

And you can give this treat for that someone specie. 
on your Christmas list Just go to your favorite grocery 
store and ask for a gift certificate redeemable in meat, 
poultry and dairy products.

Or, if you'd prefer to give by check or money order, 
come by our office and pick up a supply of colorful gift 
envelopes and message cardv

T A Y LO R  C O U N TY FARM  BUREAU
3:41s 27th Abiltn», T«»o l

Crawford 5
lanuary Clearance
Sale Prices Today

S H I R T S  S Ü  =  '/ i P R I C E

MEN4 SIZES C l  l i f e  POLYESTER t f c c  n n
36 TO 4A O U l l O o O U S i f  N N f T ^ ^ Q . U y

MENS Cowboy Boots 
COVERALL 
SHIRTS

HEAVY DUTY

DENIM

SHIRTS 
SHOES 
SHEETS 

SHEETS

WESTERN

MEN'S
DRESS

FULL FLA T 
FU U  FITTED

PERCALE 
NO IRON

SHEETS $14.99NO

SORT LUGGAGE $6.99 UP

LADIES SHOES V M U iS
TO $0 .99 .

REGISTER FOR
FREE PRIZES

Crawford’s
9%. « 2 t- ié l2

l â M f
TUAS I3S

Nursii^ Heine News
THK MtKKfcL MAIL 
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By MARY OUTLAW

at all the store fur next 
year. Did you ever see so 
many places “out of boxes” ? 
It is discouraging, wagging 
all those “umpteen-dollar- 
purchases” around in a sack 
and rapping bumpelty pack­
ages at home due to not being 
able to get boxes at the place 
of purcahse.

Since as of today, there 
are only 4 more shopping 
days til Christmas, and some 
of you last-day shoppers may­
be getting the “ ngur” over 
how ycm’re going to make it, 
we feel the following quote 
will be apropos -  to show 
you that you ain’t seen nothing 
yet;

“ You say you started out to 
buy your wife a gift, and you 
gilt di>wn town and forgot what 
It was you promised you were 
going to get this Chnstmas? 
And you thought and thought 
but It didn’t do any good, so 
you settled down and bought 
a night gown and some per­
fume ...and they turned outtc 
be identical with last year's?

> ou say you started looking 
h'T some toys for the three 
grandi'hildren and all you 
could find was Viet Nam toy 
soldiers and jungle guns?... 
and you say ycu thought this 
was too violent so you b«.>ugbt 
three dolls initead'' A boy 
dull and two girl dolls for the 
grandson and two grand­
daughters. A:id you got home 
and your wife told you they 
were Peyton Placedolls...you 
wind them up and they forma 
triangle?

So you say you took the dolls 
back and tiaded them in on a 
police di g and a couple of 
German shef'herds? And twe 
of them bit ycu on the way 
home'' And you gi>t tangled 
up in the leashes and tnpped 
and fell?...and the dogs had tc 
Uke VOL' home? And the 
neighbors looked out the win­
dow and said “Drunkagain?” 
And about that timeyour pas­
tor came by for a visit...and 
you forgot to buy the chicken

$24.99
$16.99
$10.99

$7.99
$12.99

$4.99
$19.99

PANT SUITS $20.99 
PANTY HOSE , « .  $1.00

$7.99

Ja n .,23 --Hawley - -Here 
Jan. 28--Divide--There 
Jan, 30--Blackwell--Here 
Fet). 4 - -Bronte--There 
Feb. 6--E u la—There 
See ya’ at the ballgames, 
Jackiell

JR . HIGH SCHEDULE:
Jan. 6--Buffalo Gap--There 
Jan. 13--Butt«fleld--Here 
Jan. 20--Divide--Here 
Feb.,3—ACHS J r .  M -H ere 

6:00

your wife told you to?
You say somebody gave 

you a biittle of that io7 1 2 
after.shave loti on....and you 
were afraid to try it...so  you 
te'ted It out on that ragged old 
tom, cat next door...and now 
you’re REALLY afraid?

And you say you’re allei gic 
ti< cedar so yviu Uiught a fir 
Chnstm.as tree this year... 
and briAe out In a rash just 
as you were up on a ladder 
putting a star on the top? And 
you started to scratch and 
fell i»ff the ladder...into the 
bass drum and the set of 
china? And just as you got 
up, that old tem cat cam.e 
thriiugh the house like he was 
on fire at bi>th end' chasing 
all three irf those dogs?

You say your boss gave you 
a Christmas bonus check... 
and when you tried to cash it, 
It bounced"’ And you say you 
sat down to add up all your 
Chnstmas bills, and you got 
out a big bottle of red ink 
just in case...and the door­
bell rang and it was the man 
from the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue to tell you you still 
owed $22.< on your 1964 re­
turn...and they hadn’t even 
checked the 1:*65 return yet?

You say all this happened 
to you, brother? Well, cheer 
up, friend; the world hasn’t 
come to an end yet. Next 
year will be another year. 
This Is the season of GOOD 
CHEER, the season of LOVE, 
the time to THINK ABOUT 
JsOMEBODY ELSE FOR A 
CHANGE.

So climb up on the roof, 
brother, and shout it for all 
to hear: .Merry ChnstmaslII 

--W . H. Cooke in 
“ The Rockdale Reporter”

I really learned another 
le son a couple of weekend 
ago in the importance of 
"Irxjking at the fine pidnt” -  
and 1 don’t mean in an in­
surance policy, on a con­
tract or the like. 1 mean, 
look carefully when you buy 
a fine, printed shirt. What 
looked at first -  and only, 
until after purchase and a 
too mile ride home -  glance 
to be Hawaiian print of swirls 
and flowers- Wasn’t. Hmm- 
ver-rry frustrating-butgood 
for a few laughs -  and who 
doesn’t need a few of those 
In these days of “ winter won­
derland” ...

Rocky King was talking to 
Coach Thomas and Coach 
Campbell the other day about 
his approaching 10-year high 
school reunion, bemoarung 
the fact that the clas.s hadn’t 
been able to hold a five- 
year get-together.

” Oh,”  Coach Thomas in­
terjected, “too many people 
in Vietnam then?”

“ No,”  Rocky replied, “too 
many people in Canada.-’

By request and especially 
for J .  R., here Is the Trent 
High School ba.'ketbetl sche­
dule:
Dec. 1 j, 20,21 - Euls Tourney 
Dec. 30-Jim Ned-Here-6:$0 
All the following games are at
'7:00
Jan. $--Hlghland--Here 
Jan. 7—Hawley--There 
Jan. I0--O lvi^ --H ere 
Jan. I4--Blackwell—There 
Jon. 16—Bronte--Here 
Jan. 21--Eula—Here

My “doctor”  Dad (M.D.O 
was alway s a big believer in 
jiigging and triad, I ’m afraid 
in vain, to interest me in 
the sport -  but about as far 
as 1 got was in writing this 
poem to ALL WOULD-BE 
JOGGERS. In this column to­
day, 1 would like to dedicate 
this to Mayor of Merkel, 
Mr. Lou David .\llen, by spe­
cial request of his wife Khoda: 

“One day 1 want a jogging—
I did It for my healt -  A vir­
tue moreimprtant Than beau­
ty , fun, or wealth.

1 made the first block 
briskly; The fresh a ir-tas­
ted” sweet; 1 waved and spoke 
to everyone -  But on ran 
my flying feet.

AriHind the com er, 1 had 
a jolt; Was attacked by a 
ferociou.s dogi He nippcid a 
portion of my jeans-1 think 
he was part “hog” l 

Luckily, 1 found myself 
Ji'gging near a tree, ’Twasn’t 
long before the top of It 
Held a very nervous mel 

I told the ‘monster’ to go 
away And crept down cau­
tiously; Then slowed my pace 
a little bit: walking better 
suited mel

On the next street, 1 met 
a friend Who stopped her car 
to talk. Her parting words 
rang in my ear; “ Do you 
really want to walk???”

My determination con­
tinued Strong-Then in a 'very 
public place’ 1 tripped on a 
crack in the .';idewalk. And 
was sent sprawling on my 
facet

1 laid there a good five 
minute- Groptng for strength 
from which to draw; Was 
too embarassed to get up 
And just hoped nobody sawl 

A valiant thrust of adrena­
lin Let me continue on my 
trek ,,1 was going to make 
this “ earth-walk” If It broke 
my silly necki!

Some bicyclers circled me, 
chiding, “ Is that all you have 
to do?” As I jumped aside 
to get out of their path. The 
heel broke nght off oneshoel 

By now, you can bet, I’d 
headed home. But the wind had 
begun to blow- Accompanied 
by a ‘gust of du.st’ That made 
Its own "big show” .

With sand In my eye and 
sand in my hair I hobbled 
up to my door; Vowing, ve­
hemently, under my breath, 
Not to do this anymore:

Yet -  I still go a Jogging 
To keep this “health-kick” 
boom; But 1 play it safe; I play 
It cool; 1 jog from room to 
roomit

We have a few that have 
coughs and cold.s but no ser- 
serlously ill patients at this 
time.

Mrs. Stanley King, passed 
away. She had only been with 
us fur a month but she had 
many friends in Merkel. She 
had told me she had wanted 
to come back to Merkel 
and that is what she did. 
Our sympathy goes to her 
son, Norman lOiig and family 
of Amarillo.

Mrs, Lee Ybarrapasseda- 
way last week also. We had 
Paula several years and she 
was a brave person to stand 
.so much suffering and pain. 
We will miss her very much 
but we know she is a lot 
better off where she Is now 
than .she was here. Our sin­
cere sympathy is extended 
to the family.

Sunday was a busy da> a- 
round the Nursing Home. At 
9 a.m. Church of Christ had 
their service. Then at 2 p.m. 
the Xi-Nu Chi chapter of 
Beta Sigma Phi came and 
brought a huge cake and 
pretty red punch and served 
to all the patients. They sang 
songs. It was such a mce 
party and the patients and 
I want to thank them for 
coming.

Then at 3 o’clock Ham­
by Baptist Church came for 
church services which was 
enjoyed.

At 4 o’clock some ot the 
people came back with Larry 
Gill from theChurch of Christ 
and sang carols. Every one 
was ready for bed by that 
time, they had a full day.

here visiUng her gr.mdchild- 
ren Pam and Ricky Hair and 
Brenda.

We wish to thank Mr.s. Min­
nie Howard for the set of 
plates and the Hospital bed 
she gave the Home.

We welcome Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Hill into our home. Dr. 
Sadler said Sam had better 
take care of that heart of 
his and we hope he does 
because they need each other.

Mr. and Mrs. Beam of 
Sweetwater visited his mo­
ther Ada Beam F rlday.

Mr. and Mrs. Red Carroll 
Abilene vi.sited her mother 
Granny Bregendine, Sunday,

Mrs. Leach Host Sorority
Members and guests of Al­

pha Nu Nu met on December 
3, I j 74 at the Presbyterian 
Church. Mrs. Dick Leach was 
hostess for the meeting.

After the business meet­
ing, a program was given 
by Kathy Crawley of Lone 
Star Gas. She showed sever­
al kind' of ctxikies, cake.- 
and candies to make for 
Chnstmas. She also gave 
Ideas on how to wrap the spe­
cial gifts of food.

G u e s t s  attending were 
Mmes: BenHicks, FredStar- 
buck, T. K. Ander-son, bob 
Hammond, Joe Bettes, Henry

Tuomb, J .  D, Sandusky, Wil­
liam Booth, Tammy Booth, 
Beverly Mawson, Vicki Kod- 
nque/., Phyllis Shanks, Ce­
celia Stelnborn and Rose 
Browiu

Members attending were 
Mmes: Dick Leach, George 
Starbuck, Larry Justice, D.A. 
Bishop, Kay Vanderwerker, 
Robert lUrrls,  Jerry  Magee, 
Juan Ybarra, Mane Shanks, 
and Louise Sudderth.

Trent Tax
Office Closed

The Trent Tax Office will 
be closed Dev'ember 2Sth and 
December 26 for Christmas.'

The Trent PubUc School 
will be closed Dec, 20 and will 
resume Jan. 2.

« N I O «  C IT IZ E N }.  
SCHEDULE EVENTS 
ht Monday 
of. Month ' . tinging. 
2nd Tvotday Noon 

Covorod Pißh 
Lunenoon.

Gamo N lç h h  
iv o ry  In v r t .  

â 4th Monday  
4th  Th o rt.' G A M E  

N ig h t Roto rvod  

fo r Ta lo n to d 'Amatour.

I

W ESTERN BOOTS
MARlhEl>A ASCEFCIO

Airman Ascendo
Completes

Vke had our Chnstmas Par­
ty for the Staff at the K. E.A. 
building. Turkey and Dress­
ing and salads and all the 
good t h i n g s  that makes 
Chnstmas nice and enlarge 
your waistline was served. 
Everyone was able to attend 
except Mr.s. Jean Pipperi who 
had gone to take her little 
boy to Dallas for eye sur­
gery and Lossesa Smith who 
was sick. Out of town guests 
who attended the party were 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Crane 
of Granbury and J .  W. Cole, 
Abilene. Of course, the staff 
brought, thetr hustends and 
children. Mrs.,Crane was

MerkeHtes Kin

Airman Mansela Asencio, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arnulfo C. Asencio of 106 
Haynes, Merkel, has been 
assign«^ to Keesler AF'B, 
Miss., after completing Air 
Force basic training.

During her six weeks at 
the Air Training Command’s 
Lackland AFB, Tex., she 
studied the Air Force mis­
sion, organization and cus­
toms and received special 
instruction in human rela­
tions.

The airman has been as­
signed to the T e c h n i c a l  
Training Centyr at Keesler 
for specialized traimng in 
the administrative field.

Airman Asencio, a 1 >67 
graduate of Merkel High 
School, attended Oraughon’s 
Business College, Abilene.

ID EA L XM AS GIFT
WORN AND DRESS BOOTS

COWTOWNS - H&H - TONY LAMA 
GOOD SELECTION OF CHILDERN'S 

BOOTS IN

A C M E -T E X A S  B R A N D - 
T O N Y  LA M A

Ninth Street Grocery

WE HAVE RECEIVED

OUR
Dies in S t. Louis

Qeo iJ le  ,62,of  Missoun, 
son-in-law of Mr.s. Ira Stan­
ley of Merkel, died at 6:30 
p.m. Fnday In DePaul Hos­
pital In St. Louis, Vo. Grave­
side n te were hold at 3:30 
p.m. Sunday at Ruse Hill 
Cemetery in Merkel.

FARMERS UNION 
INSURANCES
ONt STOP SERVICE EOR AU 
to o n  INSURANCE NEEDS

Starbuck Funeral Home 
handled the funeral arrange­
ment

Fifty-three people were ir 
a t t e n d a n c e  as the Trent 
School Personnel-Board of 
Education gathered at the 
school cafeteria on Dec.11 
for the annual Husband-Wife 
Chnstmas Party The R.L. 
Blands furnished delicious 
barbeque and gravy -  and 
the other greup members 
supplied the salads, vegeta- 
ble-i, breads, and desserts. 
Cbn.stmas records provded 
“ dinner music” , as the cou­
ples ate a delightful meal 
and visited.

A surpnse program by the 
teachers, with Carolyn Land 
as spokeswomen, had a few 
surpnses in store for Trent 
Superintendent Dean King and 
family and Pnnclpal Roy Neff 
and family. After reading an 
onginal -  and very humorous 
poem, In which Mrs. Land 
explained some very myster­
ious’ disappearances’ of i- 
tems from the office staff- 
such as Mr. Neff’s paddle, 
Mrs. King’s blue radio, and 
Mr. King'rf diploma — -M iss 
Bever, Mr'.nCathey, Mrs. 
thomas, and Mrs. Allen pre­
sented the Kings with a large 
gorgeou.s basket filled with 
exoitc chee cs, fruit, nuts, 
etc, • and announced that 
the faculty had enrolled them 
in a club whereby they are 
to r e c e i v e  a vartety of 
cheeses every month for a 
year. The Neff’s recstved 
sn electric broiler-grlddle 
from the faculty, snd It Is 
s dandyll

Than everyone formed a 
large circle  around the tree 
and a game of "trade”  was 
played ss p fts were ex­
changed...

Watch the 1st and 2nd grad­
ers on TV, Thursday, Dec. 
19, over KTXS, Sweetwater, 
at 4:0011
HAVE YOURSELF A MERR\ 
LITTLE CHRISTMASII

Survivors include his wife, 
Gerturde; a son, Merwyn 
Lyles of Fort Worth; two 
daughters, Mrs, Myrna Brit­
tain of Heidelburg, Germany, 
and Mrs. Paxton June.' of 
Fort Worth; seieralbrothers 
and sisters and four grand­
children.

IMeVAANOBA

MACK SEYMORE 
102 Edwards 

928-5379 
Merkal, Texas

CARDUl CALENDARS.

MERKEL DRUG 
CO.

p  121 EDWARDS PH. 928-5102

March of Dimes volunteers 
la many cities mskepreoatal- 
care Information la English 
snd S p a n i s h  a v a i l a b l e  
t h r o u g h o v t  low-income 
arees.
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ÛÛ6 A t  th is holy season, m ay  
)|̂  we take the opportunity to 

X  v A v X  1 wish you every blessing!

H R I S T C Q f l S
M m u K m m m m a m ’ r  < r  < < i r  4' r  i r  < 4 i < 4 4 4 < « «

C H IU -H O T  B A R - M  
POTATO S A LAD  B EANS 

PIM ENTO C H EES E

HAMS - TURKEYS 
FRESH & FROZEN HENS

FOR TREES - LIGHTS - PAPER 
- FRUIT - NUTS & CANDY 

-GIFTS-
5  BIG

THURS DEC 19 - TUBS. DEC 24

THE M E R K E L  MAIL Page 3 f

WILSON'S
WITH THIS COUPON

n 00-pound Can of 
I  Maryland Club Coffaa

I 98«
« ìà p ffà à

WHHo«M eoupofi 51*23
IMaM oa* »«r cMtaaiar

COUPON e tfiw t d e c . 24 , » 7 4

BIG 64 OZ. BOULE

COCA-COLA-DR. PEPPER or PEPSI 79C

r t  ^

. 1  ^

FRYERS GRADE A 
WHOLE LB. 39

BACON GOOCH’S LB.
W 9

^5?

■fi.

Î!

J i

MERKEL LOCKER

SAUSAGE2 . 1  j r H a m b u i|[e r6 9 (
RIB STEAK .  98‘

i  ROUND

STEAK .  $1“
LOIN

STEAK j r
KRAFT'S

M.M. CREAM 39c
POWERED

SUGAR '«55 79c
WHITE

KARO 89c
»Meat m . .
Chocolate Chips "  “  59c

♦ CO/MSTOCK CHERRY

PIE FILLER NO ,  c z . 79c
BAKER’S AffGfl FLAKE
COCONUT V . '  79c

iMandarian Oranges^' 39o
aoROO

DATES 39c

CRISCQ W ITH $7.50 PURCHASE 4 7 Q  
EXCLUDING CIGARETTES Zp ^  

LIMIT ONE

EGG NOG
790GANDY’S

QUART

DONALDCHOCOLATE 
CHERRIES RQHDRANGE IUICE

10 OZ. Box

m i n
39t8 OZ. 

PKG.

TOWELS
ZEE

BIG
ROLL 49C
HALF
GAL

CLOROX
49C

TIDE
FAMILY

SIZE $3 29

mozENFOODS
49«

BIRDSEYE

COOL WHIP 4Î4
OZ.

KEITHS

ROLLS PKG. 
OF 24

6 OZ.CAN ~

2 FOR

COLORADO RED DELICIOUS

APPLES
- <

.  25«
DEL - MONTE

BANANAS »̂ 10«
________ -5- ,

FKESH ^

Cranberries„33«
SUNK 1ST (

TangerinesBAG49i;
YEUOW

ONIONS .IOC
CELERY - - 19C

—  <

C ranberry S auce OCEAN SPRAY 
300 SIZE W B D LK

RUSSET _  4

POTATOES ¿Z 69«
MARIGOLD

2% HOMO 
GAL

$133
REG. HOMO 

GAL

$143
PÍOS DEP.

PINEAPPLE D EL.M O N TE  
CHUNKS 15 OZ.

CAN

L •

COCKTAIL DEL-MONTE 

303 CAN

ASPARAGUS
Gun B eaks

DEL-MONTE 

SPEARS 
15 OZ. CAN

DEL-MONTE W HO LE  
303 CAN

PEAS
YAMS

W HIPPING CREAM <^^NDY 
SOUR CREAM FOREMOST 
HALF & HALF CNT.

GARRETTS GRADE-A- LARGE
ooz

K R A FrS
PARKAY

LB.

TOM
SCOT

DEL-MONTE ENGLISH

303 CAN 2 FOR

HEINZ SW EET MIXED
F6  O Z. J A R

KIMBELLS
SQUAT CAN

GOLD MEDAL 
LIMIT 1 5 LB.

BAG m

USDA APPROVED 
TO REDEEM 

POOD STAMPS
Double Premiums 
On WEDNESDAY Ot 
Purchase of 52.50

OR MORE VI MERCHANDISE

Save Valuable 
;ash Register Tapes 

Fy  P̂rwniums
1-
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USE
CLASSIFIEDS

PHONE 928 - 5712____
K>ff MONUMENTS

'V1<J
CEA<ETEffr CURBUG 
M > . Sorgi NotNr 

t4C4 Herring Dr. 
M«rli«l, T«ao>
Phon0 8 -S5Ó5

Buy >\>ur Prepaid 
K onerai Plan Ihrect Fron-. 
The Funeral Home and Save

ST A R B U O C
PUNEkAL HOMi

, MERKEL VPW 
POST 5683

MONTHIY 
SEC M E iT 0 ^  
8 J 0  PM 

SECOND TNUffSOAT 
POST A LADIES AUXNJAtV
y ’A U  COME NOW f

staled mMaag o< Mar* 
A  kal L o d f ha. JIO 

Zad Saturar aad 4tt 
Thursday of each moot) 

SI l-.iC pkin. VlBiors vshMSS  ̂
ifsBiM n argad to aasad.
PETE MOffGAN. WM
ffOY MASH8URN, Soc’y

I 3 rt.'M plowing and hay- 
all ng. Paul Hudman, Ph. 

:37-2:i48.
31-tic

FOR QL. AUTY won at rea­
sonable pnces call Randy’s 
Upholstery, 673-2238, Abi­
lene. 15-tic

l.C/aT - b d " e t t  Hound. Brown 
a:id 'ahíte. Not full grown. 
Ph. 862-32J1, Kathy Bland.

43-ltc

.n e e d e d  -  Parttirre -aoit- 
res.ses, ciMjk.s and dish- 
washerv. Phone Margo >28- 
4 '-3 - <T <28-1368.

17-tfc

aA.NTtD -  .Mechanic, Good 
labor rates, good wi.rking 
; or.'i.b .n>. Pslmer Pontiac 
GMC. Pr-.. :*28-5113.

33-tic

HELP '*A.NTED -  To work at 
the Cerr.eter;. - Starbuck.

43-tfe

AAlTHESEEo Nee«J*-al-oham- 
rock Caie Merkel, E'ast 
.Highway 80. Apply in per­

son.
42-4tc

LOTS FOR SALE in »estem  
Heights and other locations 
in the city limits in Merkel 
Contact H. J .  Carson or 
Nolan Palmer.

l6-ti<
HOUSE FOR SAL E - 3 Urge 
bedrooms, 1 I 2 laths, cen­
tral heat .  2 firei'Uces, 
fenced backyard, basebmeiit 
well and enclosed cistern, 
double garage, peían and 
fruit trees. Near School. 
406 Locust. Call A.C. 806- 
>98-4108 or A.C. 817-644- 
5135. Can be shi'wn by ap­
pointment. Can be shown 
Thanksgiving Day.

4 0 -  « c
Mint.s -  all flavors, and spe­
cially shaped for weddings, 
showers, Xmas, etc. Order
2 days in advance. 928-4883. 
108 Orange.

41- 4tc
F OR SALE -  waives, 7 to 

14 days old. Healthy and 
startri on bottle. F ree de­
livery on 10 cr more. Area 
Code 214-223-5171 after 7 
p.m.

20-52tc

FOR SAl E -  1'>69 LX>dge 
Super Be«. Has complete 
motor overhaul. Special -  
1795.00 Tin, )fco¿encraft -  
SO“.- Oak. Phene 928-5545.

40- tfc

FOR SALE: Ke> ord player,
3 speed 510, Car Radio 510, 
Jig  Saw with Motor 53S; 
Go-cart 523, Gas refrig. 
52o. Jim ^kha t̂on

43- Up

F OR SALE -  ’73 Honda Motor 
S p o r t  -  also, evaporative 
cooler, 5289 Questa, Abi­
lene Pti.692-3u4£after 5:00 

43-ltp

Plaster, unpainted, whole­
sale, small Items, wal l  
plaques, 108 Oiange. 928- 
4883.

41- 4tr

FOK SALE: Booklet on “ His­
tory of Merkel School’’ 52.00 
.Nice Christmas gift for any 
Merkel ex. Mrs. H. C. Reid 
71. Vucca, Merkel, Texas 
•28-4946. 43-ltp

317 N. Willis 
AL'ilene

PRESTIGE 
HOMES A 

PKOPERTIFS

Suite 20 
673-6444

Card of Thanks

Por R ent

APARTMENT F or Renl-5125 
a month, all bills paid. A-s- 
teroid MoteU

37-tfc

F OR RENT -  Nice clean 2 
bedruoni furnished house. 
Ph, .<28-5669.

4o-tfc

REPORT ytXR N’EWS 
Bl CALU.NC 

928-5712

LUCAS & HAY^  
WELDING

m Kent

All Types 
Welding

Ph. 9 2 8 -5 6 3 0  or 
928-5794

SEAT COVER 
CENTER

*Seat Coven  
*Tru<k Cushions 
*Ooor Panels 

•Arm Pestt
*Heodliften

1056 BUTTERNU T
677-1349

ABILENE

WANTED
WHEAT OR OAT 
PASTURAGE FOR 

UGHT CALVES

CONTACT 
R. L  BLAND 

862-2957 
OR

862-701)

SW Merkel -  large oak, wil­
low and niesquite trees sur­
rounding a Urge, deep Unk 
makes this scemc pUceideal 
for a home site or secluded 
recreaUonal spot. ,25 acres- 
part in cultivation.

CHOICE 155 acre farm on 
FM 2746 SW Anson, 110 in 
cultivation, sandy loam, good 
well, stock Unk. priced for 
quick sale.

MERKEL - spacious 3 t>ed- 
room home, 1 3 4 baths, 
paneled den, formal dimng, 
stone fire place, central air, 
2 lots with well A pump 
house.

Shannon T^al............692-0787
Jewel .Nixon...............692-5552
Pauline Butman. ...692-2222 

KEALlOlt»
MERKEL BRA.NCH OFFICE 

Pat A Billy Neff 
1515 Heath 928-5623

Equal Housing Opportunity

Good investmei.t 2 bed, 1 bath, 
rents for 560 mo.

Large Austin stone on 20 
acres

2 bed-1 den-1 I 2 bath. Close 
to schcxils, fenced yard. VA

Buy 14 to 18 acres at 510,000 
with only 5700 d<.iwn for 
eligible Texas Vet.

Linda Cravens 
Marge Sheppard

Merkel 928-5340

MV SINCERE TIUNKS to 
my fiiend and neighbors for 
their many deeds of kindness, 
the flowers, cards, and visits, 
during my recent stay in the 
Hospital.

Clarence Newton
43-ltp

1 WISH TO take this way 
to thank each and every one 
lor your kind rememberances 
of me during my long stay tn 
the Hospital, your cards, 
pkes, letters, phone calls, 
fretty books. Gifts, food, 
prayer.s, visit.s and flowers 
nade my stay more plea- 
.sant. Let’s ni't forget the 
Mimsters who came to my 
bedside. Word cannot ex­
press my deep appreciation.

Gladys Swinney
43-ltp

Card of Thanks

Card of Thanks

X /

Senter Realtors 677- lbl
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THE FAMILY OF Wimue 
King would like to thank all 
of iheir friend- for the kind­
ness and sympathy during 
her stay here In Merkel and 
at the time of her death and 
our time of sorrow.

.Norman and Nell King 
Mr. A Mrs, B. C.Callaway 
Mr. A Mrs. Frank Beier- 

schmitt
Mr. A. Mrs. Chnst  King 

43-ltc

CAN HAUL
D m
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level a PEPAK 
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Harold Walker 

Phone 928-5872 

202 Cherry
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A ll Typ«s< 
Building 

S
Remodeling

Work
A lb e r i  G re g o ry

; 9 2 8 - 5 4 7 4  
J e rry  G eode  

9 2 8 -4 A O 0

S . T A T E  C A P I T A L

Hiqhliqh'ts 
‘'S ideliqhfsA N D

by Uyndeii Wtihams
• •

AUSTIN, Tex.— Insurence tivities from the dinner, 
fraud investigations are move PROGRAMS PLANNED — 
ing forward on several fronts. A governor’s recommenda- 

— Insurance Board Chair- tion to combine the Texas 
man Joe Christie announced Highway Department and 
he haa assigned a fulltime Mass Transportation Corn- 
investigator to assist District miasion into a "Texas De

parently will have 12 under 
the enlarged committee an-

Pot Luck Supper] 
Dec. 2D

A Christmas PotLuckSiup- 
per will be held at the Merkel 
V.F.W. Post Friday, Dec. 20 
at 7:30 p.m. for members'and 
family only.

Bring a dish and enjoy a 
holiday get together.

A Thanksgiving Bar-B-Q 
Supper was held last month

proved by the mini-conven- w“ h an 
P  ̂ dishe.v made by the Ladies

T « . s  like all other AuxiUary. A variety of meatsTexas, like «n were barbecued by several
states, must p-o- gentlemen of the V.F.W. Ex-
OU8 Affirm»ti\e òonated lo pa-lllWeViaUUWI AW •BSIW A./1SAA5VA iTsinBlUll IIIAV • a-'w. • A** iw%a wmo iy pa*

Atty. Wiley Cheatham of partment of Highways and 8™”’. rr>ira bv wo- **ont.s of the Starr Nursing
Cuero in looking into com- I'ublic Transportation’’ is be tion in P*“ > *  ..nutb Home.
plaints that high - rolling ing framed for aubmisaion to men, _________________________
agents are flim-flamming old the legislature next month. - "  „  * ui< áiroxiv
folk.. Bri^oe said the recom- T e « s

—Cheatham, who helped mendation is one of a aeries «re ^ in g  ^ _
uncover the veterans land to ‘‘effectuate efficiency and cruiting ^ tiv i ,
s c a n d a l s  o f t h e  1950’s. effectiveness and . . . re.lis- and even 19^8. particularly in
launched the probe last sum- tically (to) eliminate costly legislative, cou
mer and termed the offenses duplication of effort.” congressional
of major proportion.. Earlier. Briscoe »aid he Curt J .  Steib of Nan An-

-A^H ouse*^f RepresenU- will ask the 64th Legislature gdo has been nam ^ diMr ct NOTICE OF TAX RENDITION 
live» »ub-committee also has to establiah a “state rf^ister,” judgre .  ̂  ̂ «
been reactivated to check an official public document district effective an n  •
into the complaints and hear which would publish all pro- He auccei^a Ju ge •
recommendations of top offi- posed state regulations and Lewis of San Ange o
cials involved. s c h e d u l e d  meetings of ■*8P*^'

—Christie said Cheatham agencies. Texas

PUBLIC
NOTICE

W E WOULD LIKE to thank 
all of you who helped in any­
way durng the illnes.<> and 
los,*, of our “ Beloved Mother’’ 
Mrs, M. J .  Shaw. We would 
like to especially thank Dr. 
Sadler, Vivian and Dr. Gant.

May God Ble' s each of you. 
The Family of 
Mrs. M. J .  Shaw

43-ltp

Thank you for all your 
prayers, card :, and visit.', 
during my stay in the hos­
pital. May Gxf bless all of 
you. A special thanks to Bro. 
McAnally and all my rela­
tives.

Mrs. Morns liSmith 
912 Locust

43-ltc

may convene a grand jury to 
look into possibility of fault 
within the SUte Board of 
Insurance for not stopping 
practices.

Since initial arrests of two 
men in Cuero, Christie said 
30 agents have lost licenses 
for a variety of offenses and 
seven companies have been 
referred to the attorney gen­
eral for possible fraud prose­
cution in sale of health and 
auto insurance to the elderly.

A State Insurance BoaH 
i n v e s t i g a t o r  said "goose 
lists” of gullible old people 
are used by unscrupulous in­
surance agents to sell mil­
lions of dollars in health in­
surance each year. He said 
seven companies agreed to 
refund J.300,000 to Texans 
bilked by agents. A West 
Texas couple reportedly paid 
more than 520,000 in pre­
miums for health insurance 
in two years.

A U S T E R E  INAUGURA­
TION — Austere inaugural 
ceremonies are planned for 
Gov. Dolph Briscoe and Lt. 
Gov. Bill Hobby here Janu­
ary 21.

Gone is the traditional pa­
rade down Congress .Ave. And 
gone are the five or aix in­
augural b a l l s  s c a t t e r e d  
around the Capital City.

Bnsroe and Hobby will 
take their aecond-term oaths 
of office in c«' .‘monies in 
front of the state capitol, as 
their predecessors .lave done. 
After that, a public reception 
will be held in the capitol 
rotunda.

While the ceremonies them­
selves are simple, however, 
due to economic problems 
and an energy crisis, Demo­
crats will be whooping it up 
at a January 20 inaugural 
“victory dinner’’ and a Janu­
ary 21 reception.

Democrats hope to take in 
nearly $90.000 for party ac-

business activity 
rose between .September and 
October, according to the 
University of Texas Bureau 
of Business Research.

Lewis B. Seward has been 
promoted to assistant exe­
cutive director of Texas 
Water Development Board.

The Merhel Mail
PUBLISHERS STATEMENT 

ExUblisbed in 1««9

Miblished «eekly at 9M N Secoad 81., MfrkeL Tasas
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______________as secoad class maiL
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Flowers 
for every 
Occasion
*Weddmgs 
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* Anniversarie s

*Bir1hdays 

•Get WeP 

•Showers

Estes 
F L O R A L  CO

MRS. ERNEST W. ESTES 
928-5039

NEED
A New Water Well 
Drilled? Also Install 

Meyers Subs k  
J o tu s ii Jets

ROBERT HIGGINS
928-5998

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING ANC 
REMODELING 

NEEDS 

FRED RICHIE
. 928-5030

For ClasMfled 
ILIO iMMmeni lor Um lira* fovr Unas, "“ rirr  «4 4 
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hoe et clateM tor ratoada er w seeiUm  oUl 
toaad.

oil
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SHELL PRODUCTS
STOP BY
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S H E L L
2n KEN T 
928-5222
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SERVICE
Our

Specialty

J. L . FISHER 
FINA SERVICE
two LOCATIONS 
IN TtSS TA Tt 30 A 
WESTHIGHWAYSO

M ERKEL 
AUTO PARTS
93) N. 3nd

WE WELCOME 
YOUR BUSINESS

The register, maintained 
by the secretary of state’s 
office, would be available on 
a coat basia to every citixen 

'o f  the state. It is aimed at 
providing the public "easy 
access to every decision proc­
ess of Texas State Govern­
ment,” Briscoe aaid. The gov­
ernor pointed out that pres­
ent procedures of public no­
tice in general circulation 
newspapers should be con­
tinued.
GOVERNOR RECOVERING 
—Governor Briscoe is back 
on limited duty at the gover­
nor’s mansion after being 
hospitalised with acute ne­
phritis, a kidney ailment.

Doctors said he is recov­
ering satisfactorily, although 
his illness was "very serious."
He must return to the hos­
pital for kidney tests this 
week.

Briscoe was stricken as he 
was preparing to depart i >r 
the n a t i o n a l  Democratic 
mini - convention in Kansa.s 
City Decemlier 7. He was 
hosjiitalized in San Antonio tlliiii: ilothcs, lyitm 
for four days and then al- inmi^cr. 
lowed to return to the man-

1, Mona F'aye Bartlett, A.s- 
sensor and Culler tor of'Taxes 
of the Merkel Independent 
Nchool District, do hereby 
give public notice that all 
persons, firms, corporaUons 
and associations, beginning 
January 1 or before the first 
day of May of each and every 
year, .shall furnish the As- 
. e-sor i>f Taxes a full and 
-omplete statement, list and f  
.schedule, verified by affida- ' 
vit, of all real and personal 
property situated in the Mer-  ̂
kel Independent School DIs- 
tnet,  and all personal pro­
perty located elswhere aod 
subject to taxation in the 
Merkel Independent bchool 
District, owned, held t>r con­
trolled by their., or in thtor 

,  1 .1 I I . posse-.stun as agent or cus-
Ami th.< anRH saul unto ^  if,e first day of Jxn-

them. hear not: for, lx*hoUl. „gry, and shall In said sute- 
I hririR yon rimkI tidinj^s of ment state the name and ad-
Kn-at jov. wliuli shall hr to or owners k

II ' i f  4 i of such property. Such list,
all ,H<opl.< For unto yon is J  tchedaW musi
lairn this day in thr city of filed with the uffice of the 
David a Saviour, which is Assessor and Collector of* 
Christ the laird Taxes of the Merkel Inde­

pendent School District, Mer­
kel, Texas.

Ami this shall hr a siiin witness my hand this IRh 
unto sou. . Yr shall find day of Dei ember, 1974,
tlir lu h r  vvrapjird in swad-

m a

sion for another If) day»’ 
rest. I
COURT.S .SPEAK — A .Nan 
•Antonio district court grant­
ed a temporary injunction 
against business schools in 
five Texas cities accused of 
violating state consumer laws.

Texas International Air­
lines took its fight to con­
tinue flying out of Dallas’ 
Love Field (instead of the 
new Dallas-Fort Worth Air­
port) to district court here.

The Texas Supreme Court, 
in a spilt decision, held 
Lower Colorado River Au­
thority can raise rates for 
electricity in San Marcos 
without city council approval.

Reversing itself, the Court 
of Criminal Appeals upheld 
s life sentence given a San 
Antonio man for sale of 
heroin.
AG OPINIONS—A district 
clerk is required to furnish 
an adoption case file to the 
Department of Public Wel­
fare within a reasonable 
time of the entry of an adop­
tion decree, Atty. Gen. John 
Hill held.

In other recent opinions. 
Hill concluded:

•A library board acting 
without rule-making or judi­
cial power does not have to 
conform to the open meetings 
act.

•Public employees aren’t 
entitled to premium pay for 
holiday work but are entitled 
to time and a half for work 
over 40 hours a week. Hill 
supplied the formula for com­
puting overtime pay for pub­
lic workers.

•Minutes of school board 
meetings and data on sex, 
ethnic origin, aalaries, title 
and dates of employment of 
government employees are 
open to public inspection.

•A business to obtain a 
sales tax permit must post 
required bond or security. 
Bonds will vsry with the tax- 
psying record of the prede­
cessor business.
IMPACT STUDY ORDERED 
—Stste agencies were called 
on by the Governor to asseaa 
impact of President Ford’a 
plan to reduce current feder­
al spending by $4.6 billion.

He said the cuts may have 
"substantial” impact on fed­
erally-aided state programs.

The Governor asked the 
agencies to analyse the prop­
osed cuts in terms of dollar 
effect for Texas, effect on 
programs and effect on the 
people. A summary of agency 
responses will be prepared 
for submisaion to the Texaa 
congressional delegation. 
REPRESENTATION IN­
CREASED—Texas will prob- 
sWy double its strength on 
the Democrstic National 
Committee aa the result of 
action at the party’s mini- 
convention in Kansas City.

While the state now haa 
six votes on the body, it xp-

u  < « < r  r  <: « 1 J

Mona Faye Bartlett 
A'<se^so  ̂ and Colleck’r 

of Taxe- for the 
Merkel Independent 
School Ui.< trict

43-ltc

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE s t a t e  OF TEXAS

To any Sheriff or any Con- 
.stable within tbe State of 
Texas -  GREETING:

You arehereby commanded 
to cause to be published once 
each week for four consecu­
tive week^, the flr^t publica­
tion to be at lea.st twenty- 
eight days before the return 
day thereof, in a newspaper 
printed in Taylor County, 
Texas, the accompanying c i­
tation, of which the herein 
below following is  a true 
copy.

CITATION BY 
PUBUCATION 

THE STATE Of TFDIAS 
TO: Edwin Lee Mills, De­

fendant, Greeting:
YOU ARE HEREBY COM­

MANDED to appear before 
the Honorable Domestic Re­
lations Court of TaylorCoun- 
ty al the Courthouse thereof. 
In Abilene, Texas, by filing 
a written answer at or be­
fore LO o’clock A.M. of the 
first Monday next after the 
expiration of forty-two days 
from the date of the Issuance 
of this citation, same being 
the 27th day of January A.O. 
1975, to Plaintiff’s Petition 
filed In said court, on the
20th day of August A.D. 1974

in this cause, numbered »699- 
DR on the docket of said  ̂
court and styled Huey Faye 
Mills, Plaintiff vs.,F>lwtn 
L.ee Mills, Defendant.

A bnef statement of the 
nature of this suit i -n as 
follows, to-wit:

Lhvorce, no children, atd 
no community property. Par- 
Ues married on or about 
September 26, 1973 S*<p**
rated on or atxut August IS, 
1974 as Is more fully shown 
by Plaintiff’s Petition on file 
in this suit.

If this citationisnot servtd 
within ninety days after the 
date of Us issuance. It shall 
be returned unserved.

The officer executing this 
wnt shall promptly 'erve 
the .same acccrdlng to re­
quirements of law, and the 
mandates hereof, aod make 
due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seel of said court 
at Abilene, Texas, this Ui«' 
Llth day of December AD. 
1974.
(SEAL)

Attest: Irene Crawford,^ 
Di.strlct Clerk IXimestc 
Relations Court, Taylor 
County, Texas, By Judy 
Kiser, Deputy.

43-41C

PUBUC NOTICE
THE STATE OF TEXAS

To any Sheriff or any Con- 
sUble within the SUte of 
Texas -  GREETING:

You are hereby commanded 
to cause to be published once 
each week for four consecu­
tive week.», the first pubUca- 
Uon to be at least twenty- 
eight days befere the return 
day thereof, in a newspaper 
printed in Taylor County, 
Texas, the accompanying el­
ution, of which the herein 
below following Is a true 
copy.

CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION

t h e  s t a t e  OF TEXAS 
TO: Mrs. L .J .  AlUsoo, De­

fendant, Greeting:
YOU ARE HEREBY COM­

MANDED to appear before the 
Honorable 42nd D i s t r i c t  
Court of Taylor County at the 
Courthouse thereof, in Abi­
lene, Texas, by filing a writ­
ten answer at or before 10 
o’clock AM. of the first Mon­
day next after the expiration 
of forty-two days from the 
date of the Issuance of this 
clUUon, same ball« the 27 
day of January A.D. in 1975, 
U) PlalntLff’a Peuuon fllad 
in said court, on the 30th 
day of October AO. 1974, 
In this c a u s e ,  numbered

34,651-Aon the docket of said 
court and styled Jim Vander- 
veer, and wife Mary Vander- 
veer, Plaintiff, vs. Bernardo 
Paredes, and wife Guxdalupi 
Paredes, and Mrs. L .J. Alli­
son, DefendanL

A brief statement of the 
nature of this suit Is as 
follows, to-wit: Lot 13, Block 
2, R. L. Over Subdivision, 
of Block 5, Over Place Addi­
tion to the City of Abdene, 
Taylor County, Texas, Tre- 
pass Try Title, 
pass Try Title as Is more 
fully shown by Plaintiff’» 
Petition on file in this suit.

If this clU tionls not served
within ninety days after the 
date of Us Issuance, it shall 
be returned umerved.

The officer executing this 
writ shall promptly serve 
the same according to re­
quirements of law, and the 
mandates hereof, and make 
due return as the law dl rects.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said 
court at Abilene, Texas, this 
the 12th day of Decembei^ 
A.D. 1974.
(SEAL)

Attest: Irene Ctemt^dP 
District Clerk. 42nd IXstiUct 
Court Taylor C o u n ty ,'T e^  
By Fsye Tema, Deputy#

•4344tc
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Tri City Baseball
B> Jtm i.L K  BHAiiy

The Kield Representative 
. **f the Nkoodnian of the World 

met with the local gioup 
woi king on the construction of 
the two baseball parks. The 
Wotilnian of theWoi ldKater- 
nal Organizationisintere.sted 
in our project and they have 
o.'fered to help. This offer 
to help may be the boost 
*e need to get this projei't 
rolling faster. The offer in­
clude- their office facilities, 
ti*gal aid, and help in se< ur- 
Ing donations of material and 
nioney. There Is alsuapossi­
bility of financial help from 
the orgam/aticn as well as 
volunteer labor.

At the present time we are 
>*jitiiig on the pruchase of 
the land for the ballfields. As 
soon as this is completed 
work can begin.

It has come to our atten­
tion that some busines'-e- 
have been contacted lor dona- 
bons lor our project. W'e have 
not made any plans lor con­
tacting the businesses for

Volunteers in the March 
of Dimes College Aition Pro­
gram (.CAP) sponsor health 
education programs about  
medical advances In the pre- 
vention and treatmentofbirth 

^  defects.

cash donations. If we do in 
the future, there will be ad­
vance announcements made 
heie in the paper and soli­
citors will be properly Iden­
tified. If anyone else asks 
for a donation in our name 
please do not make a dona­
tion and contact local police.

Ticket sales for the tur­
keys to be given away Sat­
urday, Dec. 21, ate going 
well, if you have not bought 
your tickets you may call 
Jocille Biady at 928-5705 
or Melba Olassock at 928- 
4883.

The dale forour next meet­
ing was set for Jan. 6 at the 
Asteroid Restaurant at 8;00,

The Taylor Klectric CfKjp 
has donated the $25.00 prize 
money wluch they won for the 
float in theChnstmas parade.

Our thermometer is now at 
the $195.00 niark.nihe bank 
balance foi the project is 
over $1200..

NETTA STEPHAN
. . . adds two for the g irls

Donations:
.Mr. & .Mrs. Starbuck and 
Johnny, in lieu ofChrist- 
mas c a r d s  to a r e a
friend-................... $ 5,00

Mr. & .Mrs. IXn Hart and 
family, in lieu of Christ­
mas c a r d s  to a r e a
friends.....................$25.00

Taylor fclectnt Coop 
prize money........... $25.00

I Police Report
EJfe< live January 1, 1 175, 

the City of Merkel, will as­
sume the resimtisiiMlity of 
operating the Ambulam eSer­
vice for .Merkel and sur­
rounding areas.

This responsibility w as 
placed on the Chief of Police 
to orgamze.' d maintainAm- 
buUnce service. At present 
an ambulance was purchased 
f;om Norths Funeral Home 
In Abilene. W'e feel Mr. Nortl

In l ieu o f  s enJ in f i  ('. hri slma<t cards  to 
l o c a l  f r i ends ,  u e  have  contr ibuted  
$25.00 to the Tri-C.it\ H a s r h a l l  pro^rnm

'l est u i s h e s  for a happy hol idav

\ n J . ,  . m J  Han  | |  T .E .L . CIBSS
mrnmammmmmsmm Has Party

J  .A » .»

Big Christmas |
«Savings From |

1 0  to 65^^  ̂ O f f
Come And See 

Our Bargains

f  0  WESTERN HOUSE |
S  MERKEL S

CHRISTMAS SALE
25% OFF ON
A L L  P A N T S  & BOOTS 

COW TOW N BOOTS

IN S U IA T E O  C O V ER A LLS

FOR $23.95
W hile They Last

SHIRTS - WESTERN
$10.95Reg. $14.95 FOR

SALE ON
Citizen Band Radjo’s 

& Antenna’s 
INSTALLED FREE

25 %  OFF ON
M l  WINTER COATS

WYLIE TRUCK TERMINAL
RT. I MERKEL, TEXAS

The T.E.L. Sunday School 
Class of First  BapUstChurch 
had their annual Christma.s 
dinner at the Asteroid Rest­
aurant Monday night.

Ater  a dellciou.s meal, 
Mrs. Kenneth Jones gave a 
devuUiinal on the Birth of 
Chri st.

The class presented the 
Pastor and Mrs. Kenneth 
Jones with a gift.

Tliose present to enjoy the 
fellowship were Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Baze, Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Criswell,  Mr. and 
.Mrs. Dent Gibson, Sylvia 
Thomas, .Minnie Carey, Hob 
Hubeitson, B e s s i e  Clack, 
Lucy Ford, Jewel Dunagin, 
Maggie Renfro, Callie New­
som, Faye Brown, Bessie 
Perry,  Vivian Winter, Leota 
Sherell, Ruby Jinkens, Ora 
Griggs, .Mr. and Mrs. Bud 
McKeever, Dewey Fleming 
and Hester Martin.

BADGER
BASKETBALL

By JIM W HARTON
Last Tue'day the mighty 

Merkel Badger boys Anni­
hilated Albany, their wreath­
sending arch-rivals, 75-46. 
High pointers for that game 
weie Robert Robert Morgan 
with 24 iHiints, Darel Bunch 
with 13 point!', and Jackie 
Sims with 10 points.

Then, on Friday night,
Merkel played Winters, a 
AA school. Again the Bad­
gers came through with a 
winning score at 82-55. The 
high -scorers for the Winters 
game were Darrell Reagan 
with 18 point.s, Robert Mor­
gan with 14 points, then came 
Doug Hutchings, JackieSim s, 
and Andy Hart all scoring 
10 points.

Merkel really has some­
thing to be proud of this 
year. After a football sea­
son of 8 wins and 2 losses; and 
now, a basketball team that 
hasnt' lost. The fighting Bad­
ger Boys now have 11 wins 
and 0 losses as of Friday, 
Dec. 13.

Tye Elementary 
Beats Hamby

Tye Elementary p l a y e d  
Butterfield school F r i d a y ,  
Dec. 13. The boys were de- * 
fealed 28-14 and the girls 
won 3-0,

Monday Tye Elementary- 
play ed Hamby In basketball at 
Tye. jThe boys won 20-2 and 
the girls won 12-81novertlme 
play.

The score- for the two boys 
games combined were; Billy 
Morgan, 4; Rtcky Mathewson, 
18; Larry Hlgle, 2; James 
Turner, Z, Cary Melts, 6; Al­
lan Boyle, 2; and also playing 
were Randy Martinez, David 
Sims, and Johnny BrazelU 
The girls scores for the 
two games were: Kim Blen, 
12; Angle Wells, Coleta Bar­
ley, Linda Craves and Alice 
Berry.

Next game will be In Jan­
uary.

Badger Tracks

was very generous In selling 
the ambulance and equip­
ment at the price he charged 
the City Of Merkel. The am­
bulance is now In Merkel 
and is undergoing checks for 
p r o p e r  performance and 
and Emergency Equipment.

Mr. Fred and GeorgeStar- 
buck were kind enough to as­
sist in checking the ambu­
lance for the proper amount 
and type of emerge.tcy (»quip- 
ment and assisting Chief 
Brouassard in preparing and 
submitting the forms re­
quired for Insurance Ser­
vice and obtaining a Permit 
To Operate from the Texas 
State Department Of Health.

The ambulance will be 
operated by the Police De­
partment, and all personnel 
will be trained in the opera­
tion of all emergency equip­
ment and trainedinFirst Aid, 
and will be trained contin­
uously on all equipment main­
tained by the Amublance Ser­
vice.

There will be nochanges on 
how, when or where the am­
bulance will operate. There 
also will be no change- as to 
how much theClty will charge 
in com(>arlson as to what Mr. 
Starbuck was charging. The 
only difference you will ob­
serve in the Ambulance Ser­
vice will be different peo­
ple operating the service.

Each Police Officer have a 
Police Phone and Police Ra­
dio In their residence, so the 
Police Telephone number will 
be used to call an ambulance. 
This number Is 928-4766. 
When you call this number, 
there will always be someone 
to answer the telephone with 
the capability to dispatch the 
ambulance where It is re­
quested.

A follow up report will be 
made in the next addition of 
the Merkel Mall relating to 
the Ambulance Service, how­
ever, If anyone has any ques­
tions on anything pertaining 
to the ambulance, do not lis­
ten to rumors, call Chief Jim  
Broussard at 928-4766 and he 
will be more than happy to 
explain to anyone how the 
service will operate. Just 
remember that there will be 
no break down In the opera­
tion of the Ambulance in our 
area.

Former Merkel 
Resident Dies

hlrs. Mary Emma Ste­
phens, 88, of Houston and 
formerly of Merkel, died at 
1:55 a.m. Wednesday at Cen­
ter Pavilllun Hospital in 
IBuston. Services were held 
at 2 p. m. Saturday In Star- 
buck Funeral Hime Chapel.

The Rev. Kenneth Jones, 
p a s t o r  of F irst Baptist 
Church, officiated. Burial 
was in Elmwood Memorial 
Park in Abl letie.

Born Mary Emma Lander 
on Feb. 20, 1886, In Pitts­
burgh, Pa., Mrs. Stephens 
was a Baptl st. She moved to 
Merkel In 1963. Her husband, 
Lon Stephens, preceded her 
In death.

Survivors I n c l u d e  one 
daughter, Mrr. Marcellne 
Moure of Houston; one son, 
Albert of Wichita Falls; five 
grandchildren; 10 g r e a t ­
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ;  and four 
g r eat - g r eat - g ra ndchi Id ren.

Dance A t 
Cooper Friday

The Cooper Gennls Pa­
tron's Club Is sponaonng a 
Square Dance, Friday, De­
cember 20, at the Cocgier 
High School Gym at 8 p.m.

Tickets for the dance are 
$2.50 per couple and $1.50 
single. They may be pur­
chased at the door.

Proceeds from the dance 
will be used toward purchas­
ing wind screena for the 
courts, according to Frank 
Meyers, president of the club.

By DAREL BUNCH

As you know, Christmas 
Is almost here and everyone 
Is hurrying to get all their 
shopping done. Besld es the 
hurry for Chrl!:tmas, every­
one has been busy at schooL 
So many activibes have oc­
curred at one time In the 
past few weeks that Santa's 
helpers haven't had miKh 
time to themselves; Sammy 
Badger and I have asked Phyl­
lis Shanks to be our guest 
writer this week.

"L ast week, the Home and 
Family Living class went to 
Wilson's Jewelry Store and 
Castllle's Hardware. They 
learned about diamond se­
lections, china, glassware, 
and pottery. The reason for 
this was because of a wedding 
which wa.s held T u e s d a y  
morning at 8:45 a.m. in the 
Merkel High School audi­
torium. Jackie Sims and Don­
na White were married by the 
preacher, Andy Hart. Billy 
Watts was the best man, and 
Phyllis Shanks was the maid 
of honor. Groomsmen were 
Larry Cox, Mike Magee, 
Wayne Webb, and Steve Cas- 
Ulle. Bridesmaid were Bob­
bie Hobbs, Gale Ware, and 
Nancy Fudge. The parents 
of the bride was Mendes 
Moreno and Patsy Ascencio. 
Groom's parents were Lon- 
me Carter and Pam Hagar. 
The recapbon followed in 
the living room with punch 
and cake served by Rachel 
Vasquez and Theresa Law­
rence About 60 guests were 
present. Pianist was Rhonda 
White. Ann's Flowers fur­
nished the arch and flowers 
which really added to the 
ceremony. Sponsor for the 
HFL class Is Mrs. Mary 
Gnmes.

Consumer Educabon has 
been going on field trips to 
several of the pusinebses In 
Merkel. They v isit^  Car­
son's and W i l s o n ' s  and 
learned about selecUons of 
food.s. One of thar  projects 
was to buy and prepare a

Mrs. Doan 
Shower
Honoree

Mrs. Gay Ion Doan was the 
honoree for a bndal shower 
given December 2nd In the 
home of Mrs. David Gamble.

Mrs. Gamble g r e e t e d  
guests and presented to Mrs. 
Doaa

The table was laid with an 
ecru cu t work and em­
broidered cloth centered with 
an arrangement of brown and 
orange In a bronze center- 
piece. Punch was poured from 
a green carnival glass bowl. 
Mrs. George Peachy poured 
punch and Miss Cathy Hen­
drix served the cake, 
served the cake.

Mrs. Doan, the former 
Oebbi Caffey Is a teacher 
of remedial reading in the 
Merkel Elementary School. 
Mr. and Mrs. Doan were mar­
ried Homecoming Day.

OrawH^ Winners 
Are Listed

winners in the merchants 
Christmas drawing last week 
were as follows:

$100 -  Wlllle Reynolds 
$50 -  Mrs. Hugh Baker 
$25 -  Mrs. Ogletree of 

Trent
$ 1 0 -  E. H. Marbn 
$5 -  Donnie Tutt 
$5 -  Leon Kelso 
$5 -  Frank Breaux 
The last drawing will be 

held Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 
at N. 2nd and Edwards.

The March of Dimes re­
ports affect the dally lives 
of about 15 million Ameri­
cans.

meal for 18 people, it sure 
smelled good, too. They vi­
sited Max Murrell Chevrolet 
and P a l m e r  Ponbsc and 
learned what to look for in 
buying a new or used car. 
Next week, they will go to 
the bank and learn about open­
ing a checking account and 
other services a bank offers. 
This class Is made up of six 
boys. Steve West, Tony Shu- 
gart, Larry Cox, Jerry  Cox, 
Mendes Moreno, and Gregg 
Doan,

Last week, the Student 
Council sponsored a door- 
decorabng contest Thedoors 
were judged Tuesday morn­
ing by Mrs. Cathy Malone, 
Mrs. Orsborne, and Mrs. 
Sandusky. F irst place rib­
bon went to Coach Aldridge's 
acbvity period class. Second 
place ribbon went to Mrs. 
Dudley's class. Third place 
nbbon went to Miss Penlck's 
class. CongratulabonsI

The .Sabonal Honor Society 
is wrapping Christmas pack­
ages this Saturday, December 
21, at the Senior Clbzens 
Building fiom 9 to 5. Anyone 
needing packages wrapped, 
please bnng them by. If you 
furnish the paper and ac- 
.cesson es, it 's  free. If the 
NHS, furnishe! them, there 
will be a 25^ charge. They 
really do a nice job.

The .Sabonal HonorSociety 
would also like to announce 
that Je rre  Stephan is the 
Outstanding Student of the 
Month for December. Con­
grats! to Je rre  for doing 
her best.

Our FHA has a new way 
of honoring our teachers on 
their birthdays by remem­
bering them with red car- 
nabons. I think that Is pret­
ty mce. Don’t you?

Over the holidays, Mrs. 
Windsor and some of her 
Library Aides will be tra­
veling to Ausbn to tour se­
veral llbranes and other 
places. Those library aides 
attending are Je rre  Smith, 
Mike Magee, and Rhonda 
White. I'd like to wish them 
a safe journey down and back.

T h i s  Friday, s e v e r a l  
events will take place. The 
Choir and band will pre­
sent a Christmas program 
after lunch In the high school 
auditorium. Every one Is in­
vited to attend. It’s a good 
way to finish out 1974.

The D r a m a  Department 
will be presenbng a pro­
gram Friday mormng in the 
auditorium. Miss Kathy Har- 
key Is the drama teacher at 
MHS. All drama classes will 
parbcipate. There will be a 
skit, a pantomine, three com­
mercials and a Christmas 
play. The play, btled A Visit 
From St. Nickolaus, has a 
cast of 12 people. Wande 
Braune is the MC and nar­
rator, Dorothy Constable- 
Dancer, Jackie H arris-Cu­
pid, Vicki Lollar-dOonder, 
Scotty Carlisle-Vixen, Da­
vid Copeland-Prancer, Ray 
King-Husband, Delton Mar- 
b n- Co me t ,  Jackie Slms- 
Dasher, Buddy Morgan, Santa 
Claus, Jam es Williams-B lit­
zen, and Billy Watts as Ru­
d o lf .

All of the Drama students 
helped furnish decorabons 
for the stage. Scott) Carlisle, 
Tim Wozencraft, and Johnny 
Holmes furnished the tree 
which was a surprise for 
Miss Harkey when she came 
back to school and saw a 
tree sltbng In water. Thanks, 
guys I

Well, I've about run out of 
news that I know. This Is 
the season to be happy. Many 
people will be going home 
for the holidays which means 
driving to and from. There 
will probably be plenty of 
traffic. So keep everyone ahp- 
py by driving carefully. Watch 
out for the other guy and 
we’ll be able to see you next 
year. That's all for now. 
BYE from Phyllis.

Note from Darel and Sam­
my: Gee thanks. PhvlUs: we 
will speak a good word to 
Santa for you I

i < 1 « i 1 1 1 t (

Good Selection Le ft 
In Watches, Rings, 

Giftware And 
Housewares.

Shop For Christnas
Open T il 7:30 P.M. 

Every Night

Wilson Jeweleiy
Ml EDWARDS m  92e-562l
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Merkelite’s Sister 
Buried Wednesday

Mrs. Ida Campbell, 95, of 
Roby, died at 1 a.m. Tuesday 
at Golden Haven Homefurthe 
Aged..Services were held at 
2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
at F irst Bapbst Church.

The Rev. Allan Cartrlte, 
pastor, officiated.,Dunal fol­
lowed In Roby Cemetery, di­
rected by Weathersbee Fun­
eral Hume.

Born Ida Jam e Bridges on 
Nov. 26, 187 , In Dalton, Ca., 
she moved to Texas with her 
parents in 1883. She moved 
from Jones County to Fisher 
County In 1910.

She m a r r i e d  Owen S. 
Campbell on Dec. 26, 1910, 
and he died on July 7, 1926.

Mrs. Campbell was a mem­
ber of F irst Bapbst Church.

Survivors Includeone step­
son, PresUMi G. uf Ruby; one 
stepdaughter, Mrs. S t e l l a  
Mae Brooks of Bakersfield, 
Calif.; and one sister, Mrs. 
Lucy Ford of Merkel.

" Is  My Baby AH Rightr* 
a comprehensive book on the 
causes, treatment, and pre- 
venbon of birth defects, is a 
valuable resource for both 
health professionals and the 
public. The authors are Or. 
Vlrglma Apgar and Joan 
Beck.

A LL

T Y P ES

OF

INSURANCE

O N E Y l
INSURANCE

AGENCY 
Phone 8-5151
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES CONTINUED LETTERS TO SANTA
( .al t  ar\ H a i U i s t

C a n t . trttm /’ g- I
tt* c^U«cl the ûll of the 
hi^he t: <ind the Lord 0x1 
■shell Ki\e unto him the 
throne of his fethel David.

Intro a.s we come into the 
i hn-tmas 'eaion we should 
ren.ember what Chnstmasi.s 
really all about, it is the day 
that is set aside to remem.ber 
the birtf. of Je- u s  Christ, a> 
we remember this, let’s n».'- 
tice what the angel saidaKiut 
Je-us befiire he was tiorn. in 
erse 32 Hf MIALL B t

sJBtAr. le ts  look at sonieof 
the things that make him. so 
great

1. He IS gi eat bet aU'e he is 
the on.y way man can be 
saved.
John l-l;6 Je  us saith unto 
h.n- I am the way, the 
t:uth. and the life; no man 
t .oneth unto the father, but 
by a.e.
J  >hr. 3;li) He that believeth 
on hin i- not condemned 
but he that believeth not is 
: ondem.ened il ready t'e- 
rause he hath not believed 
in the nan.e • » the only be- 
gotteti sun of yJod.
.N, w I know that som.e n.en 
want to set int. the plan 
of salvation by doing their 
bait but what mane Jesus
so gieat 1-- he d< e ..’t need 
any help t> save us.

.1. J t i l i  LiKKAT BK- 
CAl S t
C A lS t  Ht CAN K t t F I S  
SAVKD. John 10:27-23. 
My sheet heat my voice, 
and I know them, and they 
follow n;e;
And 1 gi V e unto them  
trtKNAL I It  t ,  and they 
shall never oensh. nei­
ther shall any mai. pluck 
them, out of ,m> hand.
■My father, which gave 
them, n.e It greater than 
all, a.’.d no man is able to 
i'lui k them, out of m.y fa­
thers hand.
.Vovk If your salvation is 
.11 your nand or in your

mimsters hand heis great 
enough to keep it for y\>u.

ill Ht U> uKt.\T BfcX A lSt 
Ht IS COMl.NG AiJlAIN 
Actsliii Uhich also said, 

e men of Galilee whv
stand ye jni/.ing up into 
Heaven ’ fhi - same J e ­

sus which Is taken up 
f ' om you into heaven shall 
so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him gii 
into heaven.
John 1-1.3 And if 1 go and 
prepare a place for you, 
1 wii: con e again, and 
reveive you unto myself, 
that where 1 am there ye 
m..iy be al c.
Now with these facts in 
mind don’t yv>u think we 
ought to keep CHKIsT in 
in our Chn- tmas

r K t \ T
L MTRl) MKTHODhT
B;. Kt NNt r  1 ■* lAMtJi 

Pastor
THKN r UNITtD 

MtTHCDlST

1 hear a lot of criticism 
these da, s ';om. there' gious 
co m m u n ity  regarding the 

■ imm.er laliration ofChnst- 
m a s .  Is theircnticism .alid"’
1 be.ieve that it is. Thereare 
many reasons far Christmas 
becomi g a commer-ial veti- 
ture, but there are tws- wt-ach 
1 believe are paramount.

P'lrst, there is the ref isal 
of the adult to appr ipriate 
the true es'env e of theChnst 
e-ent and s^ ).il, the ipfxr- 
tjmty of the business firm, 
■o make m.iney.

Let U' dea. with these 
turn. It is a natural ;>art of 
our cultural he’-itaje -o think 
of Chnstm.as as a Lme for 
children but for theChristian. 
it should be m >re im.port 1 ;t 
for the aduit. One of the 
character sties of an adult 
1 - wisdom.. 'A need to jnde.- 
sta.nd what Christmas means 
for Us if we .ire to help 
"hildrei share in this im.- 
po.'tant event.

Tba c u s t o m s  of Santa

Student Council 
Has Meeting
By DLBRA YBAHKA

The Student Council met 
Monday, De< . 16. The m.em.- 
ber - -if the ’74 -’7h school 
■ ear are; president Gay 
Pfi e s t e r ,  vice-p: esident, 
Vtke Sims, treasuiei, Lesa 
.Hart; secretary, Car^a Rls- 
t e t . and ref-orter, Debra 
Ybarra.

A ' ■ immittee w as appointed 
ti. post the honor rol.. They 
are SharryT Lucuey. 7lh & 
6th grade, and Carla Kiste-, 
for 7th 4 8th grade.

A door decoration contest 
was also sfionsored by the 
Student Council. The winners 
were Mrs. Darla Aatson’s 
room of the Pnm.ary building 
and Miss Hugh’s room of the 
L.ementary building.

The istudent Council will 
also be selling candy that was 
left over f.om the 8th. grade 
candy sale at J1.27 a box.

TREE LEGEND
One of the many lejr- 

enil.s aT>out the rhri.ttma.« 
tree tell.w of Martin Luth­
er vtanderinyi through the 
\k()od.t on ('hri.stma.w Eve 
and marvelinyr at the 
stars shining throuyrh the 
branches of the fir tree.s. 
Inspired by the si^ht, he 
cut a fir tree for his fam­
ily. set it up. and lighted 
it with candles to repre­
sent the stars.

( I) New 74 Grand Prixs, 
1 Ventura 4 Door Sedan

We hove ( 1 ) 74  CATALINA o o* -ítí
eo ĉQ'*0' .0 O'l o>r po^e BtO S a v in g s  ? ? ? ?

, I

I

1 4 7 4  FO RD  RA N G ER M mikevi i m v
ÎH 0Î * ’ »nlijry IJS l*rt re< i  »»ite MUt
It OCI wt« «EU «ICE Ht»...... ‘4595
7 2  PO N TIA C  CiiaiiM < iwr
IliH.’t CDIN ■''tl tf'î* lEttfiil «ICE. 0«1T - ............ * 2295
7 1  FO RD  1 2 ton pickup, long nar­
row bed, 36u V8 Engine, 3-sp«ed trans- 
ir.ission, air-ccnd. HEAL NICE................ >1995

7 2  C H EV R O LET ts« biciep IbO ehik m' 
gooer le« tires ioi{ «i4e Dei 2 teie (reei «iCE 
DNir ‘ 2495
7 1  C H EV R O LET Msate Cartt iv •E'xe' Dttcket 
tti's Mi :ms««( licti r»*c Dike «'ti «Dite wtfi tif
«EU «Elit ‘2395
7 0  R U IC K  le Sitre 4 «wr Uiltw **r
■1!» »iMte/MfltM ONIT........... —  ----------- »995
7 3  PO N TIA C  MUMi« *e(M MeM««. 
tiflEfe '»cl |f«r» d r  0«lT... . ............. >3595
7 3  CNEV Vega • 4 speed, ai r-cond. 

Mag Wheels, Red color, HEAL MCE...... >2495
7 2  R O N T IA C  CitjtuE 4 H r seiji 
■wte wtD rxE Mfi In  «ICE .................. — .i...... <1945
7 1  P O N T IA C  CEtaiiii4 i« r  ET<Ei iA.’Mat;. 
•Dite cMi «It* Due *!•() I l l ..................................... - f i r n
7 1  P O N T IA C  CatEtiij 4 i i r  se iii.jK .fte tr
•rtecMi (('«( EM ««It____________________ ‘1395
7 3  RO H TIA C  Grand Pnx, air and
power, Ult wheel, stereo tape player, 
honey cone wheels, white w white vinyl 
top. New radial tires. A Steal at................ >3995
7 3  C M V I O U T

N pi«r«. ' 1*4 Urn 141(1 « tn  mt «Wfe A A A e
V iMta t« . '14 prittf. H IT_______________ __ 4  W S
Wt Iwvt >«««ral «llwr Mca m»«4 «art, SO COMI Sii US.

"W t M l 'Em-Wt U au  'Em"

Palmer Pontiac 4  CMC 
®  M ERKEL ®

■Mm. TUAS tat-sm

Claus, the Christnias tiee, 
holly, mistletoe, s in g in g  
carols, giving and rweiv- 
i.ig gift-- and etc., have their 
place I ut are not central to 
the story of Christmas, rivey 
are only symbols of the 
true reality of the Christ 
t'vent. Matthew inderstood 
the meaning of the word’ • Em­
manuel” a-. "God with us,” 
Matt. 1;23) Have we under- 

-.toid Christmas as signify­
ing Ged’s com.liig to be in 
our mid-1 to share life’s e\- 
perieic**-. with us”* Is Christ­
mas something that we do, 
or is It an indirauon of what 
God has done and is doing? 
Once we have acquired the 
true essence of Christmas 
for ouselves, we * 11 then be 
n a position tc share it with 

others..
.No busine s can sur-ive 

u n l e s s  It make a profit, 
but the goal to do a bocimi;ig 
business during the Christ­
mas season is not the mean;, 
by which we celetmate thi 

true meaning - f Chnstm.as. 
The adveiUsing in d u s t r y  
gears its comm.efc.a’.s :o the 
emoUon, seniiment .nd the 
five sense of iheimblic, and 
sometime to our need. We 
cann.n blame the commiue -

alizati 111 .»n the adver is- 
ing industry, howe.er. Nei­
ther can we bl.im.e the busi­
ness world. Iti.s theChnstian 
commuiuty. you and I, that 
bears the responsibility. We 
have allowed the sorlal.poü- 
Ucal and economic commun- 
.ty to interpret the me.i-ui.g 
of Christmas f >r us. Kather 
It should havebee i theChr.s- 
Uan Community that should 
help the other communities 
to understand the-igruficance 
of Chnstmas.

TRhST
FIRST HiPTlST

By W A^'NECXl.iiiBY 
PAöTOK

HKi)T BAPTLiT, TKENT

I suppose I am like every­
one else when it cun.e to 
the Christmas season. I find 
myself caugni up in the ex- 
citemert of chcusing just the 
right gift for eachof my loved 
ones. .My thoughts turn to the 
pleasure- found in the holiday 
music, the smiles of little 
children dreamng of Santa 
Claus coming,andthewarmth 
Ilf peoplegivingofthemselve 
to b.nng joy to others during 
this season. As everyone 
does. I always look forward 
to Chnstmas.

A' I think of Christmas 
each year, m.y thoughts wan­
der back to that first Chr.st-
m.as, I find myself many times 
picturing how 1 would have 
felt had 1 been one of the 
shepherds watching t h e i r  
flocks that night or perhaps 
one of the wise m.en hanging 
their piecious pfts from afar 
to the Christ child. We look 
forward to the com.ing of 
Christmas because of all the 
excitem.ent, but the men 
were looking for the Chnst 
of Chnstm.as the baviour of 
the world.

Their minds and hearts 
were filled with, the words 
of the prophets of old as 
they told of a coming Mes­
siah. 1 can feel their heart 
leap in their breast as they 
pondered perhaps the words 
of Isiash, “For unto us a 
child Is born, unto us a sun 
is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The everlasting 
F a t h e r .  The P r i n c e  of 
Peace.-’ (Isiah 9:6)

With e x p e c t a n c y  they 
looked for the Promised one. 
All of their hopes were built 
around His coming. Can you 
imagine along with me the 
joy that was theirs as they 
heard the angels say, "Fear  
not: for, behold, 1 bring you 
gotxl tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David, a Saviour 
which IS C hnit  the Lord.” 
(Luke 2:10-11) The greate t 
moment in their lives was 
spent as they looked upon 
the face of the Chnst child. 
The Me-siah had come. The 
first and greatest Chnstm.as 
gift given was from God to 
man, for “ He gave His onlv 
begotten Son.” (John 3:16) 

Just as in those days our 
only hope for today lies in 
the p e r s o n  of that first 
Chnstmas gift, Je-usChrlst. 
If we could find ourselve- 
more earnestly to Him to 
meet all our needs our lives 
would be more abundant.

Perhaps if In the hustle 
and bustle of each Christ­
mas sea.son, we could spend 
more time thinking on the 
true meaning of Chn.stmas, 
the season would mean even 
more to each of us and our 
famllias. Perhpas If wecould 
give our gifts with the same 
love that Cod had in giving us 
Hs son, our pvlng wou Id be 
more rewarding. Let us truly 
think upon Christmas by look­
ing to the Chnst of Christ­
mas.

.May you and your family 
have a very Merry Christ- 
mas and a prosperous New 
Yeer.

Wayne Oglesby
Aaator, T l r s t  UapUst
Church

Trent, Texas

Deal banta Clause.
My name l: &halieeii.,l 

want a doll and a game. We 
have my Chti-'lnias tieeup. 
It Is [detty, 1 will be glad 
when Chnstmas come'. I'hei. 
1 will get m> toys. I will 
have three or (our tov'  I 
do not Know how many 1 
wil l  get.

Your friend 
bharleeii Shelton 
K Box l ie

Dear Santa,
1 want a lacyclefoi C h n 't-

m. as, a easy bake oven and 
a picture of you

My baby si -lei wants a
doll and a 32 C h n - tm a 'o i -
n. imients. My two brothers 
want a cowlsly set aiiJ they 
want a t^cycle too. And ii.y 
mi'ther want a B 'pee<l bi­
cycle. All of us want a ter. 
speed bicy cle. My daddiew aiit 
a big Dictionai;. and ten 
speed bicycle and -uit.

Lo v e ,
Niane K'.eby 
321 West Street 

Merrv Chri'ima--.

Dell Iva lita,
I w Jiit Ba I ble’ s rownlU'U.se, 

and a leal *.¡tih, -.n) tv 
box. and a tal>H' wltli (oui 
Chali s, ..r.d lot> of . b-tíie-, 
aud '.Kk-, .ind ow bo. tiat 
and a -adíe and a litadle 
and hoi s*. blaiiket, and lioi se 
bru'h, and i andy in mine and 
itiy si>tei. stvs'Athg . 1 niigtit 
leave a glass of n.ilk and 
cookie- oli thè t ibie fol voU.

1 am lo ;.e.. I -  old. So is 
iiiy twin and ii;\ baby -i stei 
|s 4 \ ea I old. ,\nd 'hewatits 
ca is  and truck' .ind 3 barbio 
doli' an<l e.i-v bake .veti 
and a tlactol wlth plows
iTiy luts e w.iiu; a puppy and 
.1 t u o i  le and truck.

Vour Fruì..
K.iI e:. J j .  ksoi,
K. H. 2

Female teenagei '  - pend
appi i.xim.itely 56 billion an ■ 
nually on < ó'thing and fo.'t- 
■weal, c..«udla .Mlt.’e , con­
sult.el eifucatioii; I lothingand 
textiles specialist with the 
Texas Agricultural Extension 
service The le v a -A4 .M I ni- 
lersity system, leis'its.

Riggan Receives 
Ag. Degree

A t ital of 160 seiuoi '  wet e 
gradu.ited fiom Tal le to n  
State Lniversity at Stephen- 
VIHe Sunday, De< ember 17, 
during Commencement F.x- 
eiclse- held in Wt sdom Gyin- 
II a stum.

Heceiving the Bacheloi of 
Science Degiee in Agiicul- 
tural Falucation was Timothy 
'A . Kiggaii of .Merkel.

Higgan is the --onof Mi. and 
Mj^^ 1 . Nl̂  Klgg-an of Meikel.

Aipha Nu Nu 
Has Fioat

Membels of Alpha .Nu Nu 
pieseiitevl a float in the an­
nual Chnstmas Parade liie 
club u-ed Beta Sigma Phi’s 
theit;e for thlsyeal, “Stoit- 
way to Happiness,” in build­
ing the float.

Hiding on the float -weie 
.M.u tlia Sue JusticeaiidChat- 
li tte Stirbuck, dies-ed . i s  
•little old Iddie-.-’ Children 

riding on the float were .Me­
lissa Harris, Johr.ny Slar- 
bu< X Dunan J u s t i c e  and 
Stolli.) .Magee.

Al{>ha Nu .Nu’s float plat ed 
second 111 the parade.
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M Ì S . S  Farmer, Mr. Charra 
f OH'S Kxeliutiiietl Dec. 13

Miss su'aii Donnoii of TyeJana M.iiie Far met and 
Augustine ^b.iria In-th of 
Meikel, weie nianie<l F t . - 
day, Dix ember 13, 1 --I in 
Abilene with Justu »■ of the 
Peact- Silas Clark offb latl'u' 
the cel eniony. Patents of tliu 
couple are IMi and Ml ' ,  ban, 
Jones and Uit late Waltei 
lewis F.iinie; ind Mi, le e  
Vhal l a and the Lite Mts. 
Yh.iria.

Miss. Bland To 
Receive BS

Marjone Htbetra .bland, 
daughter of .\'r. ami .Mrs. 
Hot elt 1. Bland of Hent, 
will complete all nquiie- 
iiieiits for graduation it tlit 
c l o s e  I'f the fall sen e ter 
at H a l din-Slh i m o i i s  Lnr.ei- 
sity.

Ml'S Bland r- .i candid.ite 
fol a Bat helor of St lein» 
degree. The Deceit.t'el grad­
uates will I ecelve thei r diplo­
mas at spring COmiiit'iiceme:;! 
next Ma. .

.itteiid.cl the I ouple. A'''.
.Mis, y I 'j i  la atteiidiKl Mer- 

-el Higti S c h o o l  and 
Dl .•iigli.'ii’s College. She is 
a Cleik-typist in the medi- 
< al depai tinelli of the Abl- 
lei e slate Si h(K>l, Ybaira at­
tend.sl H.n ward, Calif, and 
l- eii.ploytxl Py Pai kaging 
III' . of Abilene.

I'l.e louple will lesole at 
FI- r-.e-li Fiailer Park lo 
Fye, Te>as.

Girl Scout News
B luyCHPAKKH

*
The girls met .it tlie scout 

Ilut Monday afternoon. They 
had .iCt'ri'tma: paityandex-

h.ingi<l gifts.
Melba GlaMCiX'k served 

le fie  limetit.s to Jaiiii e Ja- * 
sta.; Seymoie, N.Uicy 

Cliik. Jiiily Glas'cock, Viola 
Flllc. . Heiie Aiken, Stiaion 
A isterilì.I'i and Loyi e Baker,



lE ÏÏE R S  TO SANTA
‘ f ï

1 3
T>e

Mer-
dlKl 

Í is 
edi» 
Abl- 
. al­
and 

s'il Ig

e at
< lo

cout
rhe)'
lex-

I vtd 
Ja-

ancy 
'lula 
a ion 
k.er.

Dear i>anta,
Will you please coinetoniy 

house. Vou will find a tree. 
We got that tie«' free.

I will leave some cookies 
1 made for you to taste. They 
do not taste like paste.

I may have been a bad boy. 
But on Christmas I’ll be filled 
with joy.

I’d like to have a stereo or 
a tafie recorder or even a txix 
full of toys.

Yours truly,
Tony 
H H 1

Dear Santa Claus,
I Want a watch, a tape 

recorder and a barbie.
Love,
Sharon Jackson 
Ht. 2

Deal Santa Claus,
1 would like for you to 

tiring inea real moviecamera 
and a real polaroid camera 
and a paint set, a real tele­
vision, a real re< ord player, 
a dictionary set and adding 
machine. 1 am years old. 
My birthday is  April 27, 
1 sell Grit. 1 just like to 
sell iiewspapeii..

Your fiiend 
Diana Landeros 
3t)4 Kunnels Street

Dear Santa,
All I want for Christmas 

1' a baby alive and a radio, 
and a (mint set.

Yourt} truly 
Sharon Austerman 
5u2 Thornton

We sincerely wish our many customers 
and friends every blessing of the season.

B A R N E n  BARBER SHOP

Siimtr

We extend our warmest
tK W  me

wishes for the Christmas Season and the

coming year. May He fill your heart with joy.

WILSON JEW ELERY
Woody & Frances

\

m •' I f  i' V 1 'oECt.VBER *

{ iiè ,

It’s nice to have so many friends! 
Here’s hoping you have the merriest 
of holidays and gifts galore!

MANSFIELD FARM & 
RANCH SERVICE

Bobbye & Kathy

Dear Santa,
My name is Tim Brady. 

1 am nine years old. My 
teachers name is Mrs, Maw- 
son. 1 am in the fourth grade.

I want  a sp««xlometer, 
Kickochet Racer, p o c k e t  
knife. Round King mountain 
mine, aurora racing car,  and 
a ghost gun. That is all 1 
can remember..

1 will l e a v e  milk and 
cookies for you.

Your Truly,
Tim Brady 
R. R. 3 Box 161

Dear iianta,
I am in the 4th grade, in 

Mrs. Mawsans room. 1 am 
wriUng my best for you. I 
don’t want much this year.

1 have tried to be good 
this year.

I would like to have some 
games and clothe.s and a B.B. 
gun and a Hamster.

I will leave you .some 
goodies out you can eat, and 
some lettuce for your rein­
deer.

Yours tnilv.
Stormy Mag«%
Farm Road 126 

Dear Santa,
My name is Jackie Owen. 

1 am 9 years old. 1 am in 
the fourth grade. I would like 
a barbie beach bus and a 
liillfold and some clothes and 
a coat, I will leave some 
milk and cookie on the table.

Love,
Jackie Owen
1518 Heath

Dear Santa,

What 1 want for Christmas 
IS some track shoes and I 
want a Beauty Set andl wonta 
Barbie Doll with clothes and 
1 want some piants and shirts 
and 1 want a kitty cat and 
that IS all.

Your true
Mo/.ell Jowers
407 Yucca

Dear Santa Claus,
Just writing thesefewlines 

to say hello. For Christmas 
1 want a bicycle, (xxil table, 
air hockey, football, suit of 
Dallas Cowboys Number 14, 
size 10, tennis net, and ping 
pong table.

1 like you very much Santa 
Claus, P l e a s e  bring me 
something to give my mother. 

Your friend.
Ricky Biera 
411 Runnels Street

Dear Santa,
I want a pellet gun, a Fvel 

Kenevel set, a airplane that 
flvs on a battery. At first I 
wanted a ten speed and a 
(xiol tal)le.,Then 1 wanted 
a mousetrap game and a toss 
a cross game. Well that will 
be all now. Bye.

Your friend,
Mike Hagar 
307 Haynes

Dear Santa,
My name Is Tonja Blck- 

netl. 1 am In the 4th grade.
1 am in Room 9. My tea­
cher’s name is Mrs. Darla 
Maw son. 1 want a tape re­
corder, sleeping bag, a belt 
with my name cn it, and some 
western clothes, and a pair 
of boots.

Merry Christmas 
Love,
Tonja Bicknell 
512 Yucca Street

P.S. I will leave a sur­
prise on the kitchen table.

Dear Santa,
1 want a foctball suit, an 

electric toothbrush and a 
coat. My big brother Bill 
wants a coat and something 
else but 1 can’t remember. 
My .sister Kim wants a coat 
and a basket ball. 1 forgot. 
I am ten years old 

Yours Truely,
Chns Mar.hburn 
North 6th Street

Dear Santa Claus,
1 want a ten speed fur 

C h r i s t m a s  and a Spin 
Weilder, a set of Walkie 
Talkies and a Nerf foot­
ball so 1 can play football and 
a Pit Change Charger for 
Christmas. And my daddy 
would like somegolf balls and 
he wants some more work 
pants and he wants a new bill­
fold. And my mother wants 
.some earrings and some 
clothes and a tiprttter and 
a adding machine and some 
paper to go with it.

Your friend,
Eddy Harris 
501 Kent Street

Dear Santa,
My name is V/indi Whisen- 

hunt. I am nine years and I 
am in the foiih grade. My 
teacher is Mrs. Mawson. She 
is very nice.

1 want a ten speed bike for 
Christmas and that Is all.

Merry Chnstmas,
Windi Whisenhunt 
R.R. 3

Dear Santa Claus,
1 want a bike and a train 

and my brother wants a kmfe 
for Chnstmas and 1 want a 
football for Christmas.

Your friend 
Frank Lindsey 
602 El Paso

JOY 
TO A LL!

Let the glad 

tidings ring

ik out and let
-V V

us rejoice

CARSON’S SUPER M A R K H

9^'^^uigs
To all of our customors: best 
wishes for a happy holiday. 
May our friendships continue.

LU C A S  & H A Y S  

W ELD IN G

Dear Santa,
Before I tell you what 1 

want for Chnstmas please 
get something for all the 
suffunng people that don't 
have anything.

What I want for Christ­
mas Is a sleeping bag and a 
paint Sift and 1 want every­
one to have a very Merry 
Chri stmas.

Yours truly,
Amye Amerine 
1006 South 9 th

Dear Santa Claus,
1 would like for you to 

bring mea real moviecamera 
and a real (tolaroid can.eia 
and a paint set, a real tele­
vision, a real record player, 
a dictionary set and adding 
machine. I am 9 y«jars old. 
My birthday is April 27, 
I sell Grit. 1 just like U> 
sell newspaper^..

Your fiiend 
Diana Landeros
304 Runnel-. Street
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Dear Santa,
My name is Tina Bicknell, 

1 am in the fourth grade, i 
am 10 years old, and this is 
what 1 want for Christmas. 
A new basketball, a sletfping 
bag, baton, and a belt with 
my name on it.

Yours truly,
Tina Bicknell 
512 Yucca

Dear Santa,
F rom you 1 want a record 

player with two s(>«ekers on 
It, a BB gun, a pare of walkie 
talkies, and 145 pieces of 
lego.Good By. Thanks.

Yours Truly,
Sc<Xt Adair 
701 Walnut

A N N ’ S FLO W ER S
Vernon & Ann Wade

t í i i í ú i i l U L

During this wonderful season of 
ine year, we welcome the oppor­
tunity to extend our very best 
wishes to you . .  along with a big 
“Thank you” for your patronage.

FISHER FINA STATIONS & 
MERKEL AUTO PARTS

HOKHta w iB w ta ta ia tiK g g g a E

H ere’s a 

hearty greeting  

‘’' to you, our loyal patrons: 

may you have a joyous Yuletide!

MERKEL DRUG CO.

At this Y u letid e  _

season, u'e ex ten d  to you and  
yours, o u r thanks Jo r  your patronage, 
and very best wishes.

M ERKEL RESTAURANT & 
M OTEL. INC.

 ̂ r r r  r  < r  t r  <• r

•#  ¿

\ l ip  o f  S a n ta 's  «*ap 

Id» a ll o u r  ru s to n id ^ rs !

H r  u is h  > o u  h a p p in e ss!

Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Employee's & Directors )

N©EL
May the Spirit of Christmas bless you and 

yours and bring you the Joys of the Season.

HAUTE COIFFURE
i —  A n n  A  Lois

Jan» M. Carson 

Dorothy G ilm or» 
Georgia Higgins 

Atargarf M cAninth  

Inez G. Purser 

Fay» Robertson 

Betty Lu Sa tt» rw h it»  

Jo Ann Smith 

Pasty Walkmr 

Tommie F. C utl»r 
B J .  G ist
Don H art- Managor 

Kent Sattorwhito  

Wayne Adcoctc 

Hugh Bakor 

Walter Harris  

Lonnio 7. Boa ird  
C arro ll Benton  
Mock Bigbee 
Horoce Childers 
John C lark, Jr.

A.C. Cuin

Way no Deen 

C.£. Oerington, Jr. 
Allan Tucker 

Donni»  Doan 

Ronny Doan 
Vaughn Doon 

J.D. Gentry 

D al» Hammond 

Leo Harris  
Pom ton Hoys 

Bob Hook 

Henry L. Howard  

Jimmy E. teverich 

H ollis  Mitcheff 

Manfred Noster 

Roland Pack 

Jerry F. Pattorson

Jerry W. Russell 
David  Scott 
Cory Smith 
Bustor Thompson 
I » »  Ybarra

BO ARD O F  DIRECTORS - Taylor Eloctric Cooperotive, Inc. Merkel, Texas] 

O dot M o o r», Chairman 

R.C. W atts, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Jack M orrow , Secretary - Treasurer 

Tommie Johnson 

Clovis MeCknurroy

J. R iley M illo r

v n u n iW M s t m m w

Ray O rtb o rn  

J. 0 . Sandusky 

Alton  W hifeoker 

Maurice V. Brooks, Attorney

Jack K. Covington, Enginpot
« t i  « «

»

t
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LETTERS TO SANTA
Dear banta.

Hou are yuu’’ Ü». yuu know 
what I want for Chnstma-.? 
1 Want; a tobogán, and pants
and ton.- and barbie dolls and 
the game of Clue.

l.ov e 
Juan

Dear Santa
How are you? I’m okay. 

1 try to be good..! want a 
rare car -et foi Christmas 
And we ha\e our Christmas 
tree up Ttiats all I have to 
sav.

Voui (nend,
Cai Ituii

The message of Christmas shines as 
brightly today as it did almost 2000 
years ago . may it bring peace into 
each heart & joy to the world'

Crawford’ s
Ruth Horton, Delphene Watson, Theda 
Hutchenson, Thelma Strown, Beverly 

Gilmore, On/s & Tina

Santa's bringing 

wishes for a happy 

Yule to all our friends!

0  Western House
A Employees

Deal tvalita ClaU'.
How IS the weather up in 

the iK)ith iHile'’ 1 bet your 
elfs a ie  getting ready for 
Christmas. \ke have been 
reading stone.'- about you in 
rU ss . ,1  Watched a show on 
r.V. jlKlUt you. In our c U s s -  
rtxini we have a ti ee. 1 guess I 
better gi> now.

Vi'ur f I lend,
Kimberly Park

Deai Salita,
Hoa are y (HI doing .' 1 am 

okay. 1 would like y ou to bnng 
me toys and cU se- too.

Hniig me dooks and a 
trashran for niy teacher. 
Bnng me a G.l. Joe for 
Chn stmas.

\our fnend,
Steve

Dear Santa Claus,
I think your nice to bniig 

toys to boys and girls all 
over the world. For Chnst- 
mas 1 want a barbie and 
some doll clothes for my 
doll. And 1 want a Bible. 
And that’s all 1 want.,I don’t 
have a chimney for you to 
slide down in but I will leave 
my bark door open. And on 
our kitchen tatde I will leave 
you some cookie . Vour nice.

Lov e,
Angela Allen

Dear Santa,
I hope you can bing me 

what 1 want for Christmas. 
All 1 want Is two things for 
Christmas. All 1 want is a 
an hokey set and a bumper 
pooltable.

Vour friend.
Jay

Dear Saint Nick,
1 always wanted a miny 

bike but you nrrw how it goes.
And some row 1er >kate 

and a lot of junk. So many 
games such a The Game of 
Life and someV.'alkie Talkies 
and a .Nerf football so it 
won’t go flat.

1 wanted a ten speed bike 
but my dad -aid it woud 
bar up to easy and I hop>e 
to see you Christmas rugf.t. 

Vour fnend,
Jeff Scott 
1316 Heath Street

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you? 1 want a 

train andabicycleforChrist- 
mas. I will ask my mother 
if 1 ran leave y ou something 
gor'd. W e had made a Santa 
Claus head. We are going to 
put up our Christmas tree 
F riday.

Vour f tend,
Billy

Dear Santa Claus,
1 am writing for you we 

have put our Christmas tree 
up.

We haven’t put our lights up 
yet. I want a bb-gun and a 
game called beiigo I want a 
tiuck And a coat. I have 
bine a very good boy.

Vour friend,
Konnie

NOeL
May the Holy Family

bless your home

with peace 

and harmony.

BONEY INSURANCE 
AGENCY

Benny & Boney

Warmest  greetings of 
the season to you, our 

friends and customers.

Home State Bank
Trent, Texas Member FDIC

C see m.
May your Christmas tree be gay with 

decorations, and your home be 

bright with warmth & laughter! 

Sincere greetings from all of us at

Continental Telephone 
of Texas

Let us strive for 

lasting friend­

ship with our 

fellow men, now 

and after Christmas.

CAL-TEX FEED YARD, INC.
Trent, Texas

Dear Santa Claus,
My brother is getting his 

num-tiike fixed foi Christ­
mas. 1 want a bee-bee gun 
with a telaskope. \khen you 
come to my house on Christ­
mas you will see our Christ- 
ma.s tiee by the couch and 
chairs. On Christmas you will 
see me asleef' in my bed. 

Vour friend,
Da 1 VI n

Dear Santa.
1 am waiting fur you to 

come. We have put up our 
Christmas tree. We have not 
put up our lights yet but we 
will. We was going to go see 
you. But wehavenot had time. 
At school we have not put 
up our Christmas tree.,But 
we will on Friday. Well by 
Santa.nl hope you will come. 

Vour f I lend 
Craig

THE MEKKEL MAIL 
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i4s the Yuletide bells ring out 
their message of good cheer, we 
would like to extend best wishes 
to all our wonderful patrons. It's 
been a pleasure to serve you!

TAYLOR TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE

Fresh from  us to you . . . greetings 

of the season. W e hope the Yule 

holidays are happy in every way!

Hohhertz Dairy
The Harold & A.E. Hohherfi Families 

Abilene, Texas Kristy

C orn in ' dow n your chim ney 
with loads of good  wishes for the 
h o lid a y  sea son . W e  h o p e  Santa 
brings you everything you 've  been 
hop ing for!

[’ SBragg’
Mary, Ethel, Fern & Florence

Coming 
your way

with greetings 
of the season!

j!May it be lighted
with both love and laughter!

Castille Hardware

LI
Dear S 

How 
deers 
your I 
that yi
world
>K)y an 
to you 
very h; 
Uickln 
old. A 
Texas 
have 
center 

1 
C

Dear S 
1 ar 

am In 
1 want
speed 
and a

Dear i 
My 

rich, 
year, 
ing w 
reinde 
mas 1 
the ga 
chine, 
-some 

My

Guess w h o ’ s wishing jfou a w o nde rfu l 
C h ris tm a s  season? M ay the  fe s tiv e  s p ir­
it be yours th ro u g h o u t the  holidays 
and a fte r !

HICK'S AUTO SUPPLY
Merkel, Texas

Our prayer at this holy time 
is that every home may be 
rich in the blessings of Christ* 
mas: love, joy, peace, and 
friendship.

Star Nursing Home
Mory Outlaw

• I t

]

K i

Bar

'i'i.
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Dear Santa Claus,
Huw are you andyuurrain- 

deers doing. 1 hope none of 
your raindeers are sick so 
that you can go around the 
world and give every little 
>>oy and girl a present. Thanks 
to you most of them are very 
very happy. My name is Greg 
Dickinson and I am ten years 
old. And I live in Merkel, 
Texas and 1 would like to 
have the G.l. Joe training 
center..

Love,
Greg Dickinson
806 Yucca St.

Levench. He likes Houdolph. 
He wants a pump truck, a 
G.l. Joe, some Action Jack- 
son suits, and thehelocoptor. 
He wants a little pooltable 
and some records.

Your friend ,
Randy and Lee 
1513 Sunset Dr.

Dear Santa,
1 am Brooks Boyd. I am 8 

years old. 1 want a Electrlc- 
shot-shooting Gallery. And a 
watch, G.l. Joe set, b<x>ts- 
saddle for my horse and a 
rope.

Love,
Brooks Boyd

Dear Santa Claus,
1 am ten years old and 1 

am In the fourth grade. And 
1 want a football and a five- 
speed bike and walkie talkie 
and a tralnset and airplane. 

Your friend,
Michael Tutt 
K. K. 3 Box 148

Dear Santa Claus,
1 am ten years old. I am 

In the fourth grade at Mer­
kel Primary. 1 would like 
a lot of things but I only 
want these things. A three- 
speed bike, football, and a 
army camp, a train set, 
walkie-talkie, and I hope you 
can bnng these things to 
me. 1 wish you a Merry 
Christmas.

Yours truly,
Calvin Cooley 
Rt. 1, Box 56

Dear Santa,
My name Is P.ussell Lucas, 

1 hope 1 am on your good 
list. I want a ghost gun and 
sum B-Bs. My sister wants a 
baby. 1 want a rlffel set. 
And a Rickashay racer set. 
And 1 don’ t know about my 
.sister, I think there is a lot 
of other good children on 
your list. I know there m 11 
be some of my friends, ne­
phews and cousins. .1 hope 
everybody on this earth has 
a very Merry Oiristmas. 

Your friend, 
ikissell Lucas

Dear Santa,
My name is Randy Leve- 

rlch. 1 have been good all 
year. I hope you are feel­
ing well and 1 hope your 
reindeers are to. ForChrlst- 
mas 1 would like a King Oil, 
the game of life, pinball ma­
chine, and a race track and 
some sizler cars.

My brothers name is Lee

Dear Santa Claus,
1 vaiuld like to tell you what 

I want for Christmas. 1 \MJuld 
like a puppy. 1 want a purple 
long dress, and a hotcomb 
dryer. 1 viunt a Baby Alive, 
a pair of black boots, and 
some clothes. .\nd I hope to 
see you soon.

Kimberly Qirgamis 
605 Rose Street
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Hay your holiday 
be bri9ht mflth the 
gloir of friendship!
Cypert Tax 

Services

Ju a t  w an t to  le t  
y o u  k n o w  w e w ish  
y o u  Y u le t id e  j o y l

T H E  B LO O M IN ’ 
BOUTIQUE

PINKY a MIIDKCD
JO ANN REED  
PHO NE  928-5923

Robert & Mabel Higgins

The holy spirit of 
Christmas rsochos 
out with our good
wishos.

Juan’ s Garage 

& B O D Y SH OP

I t 't  our favorite time ef yeor and ene ef the 

most enjeyable custems ef the teasen i t  greeting 

eur many geed friends and patrent and w ishing them the 

best that life has te effer. Merry Christmas te yeu all!

Asteroid Restaurant

Seasonh
Greetings to all 

our friends . . . we 
thank you for 

your patronage!

BEN FRANKLIN STORE
Johnny, Bob, Dorothea, 

Nadine & Wenona

To our many wonderful friends and patrons, 
sincere best wishes for the holidays and a 
"Thank you!" for your patronage!

RUMOUR BAR
Kathy Gregory 

Barbara Whisenhunt
Pat Byrd 

Barbara Johnson

Here's a wish for every friend: 

holiday joy, without end!

Dave, Elaine & Jan Brumbeau

We hope your home and heart 
will be filled with laughter, joy and 
good will this glad Holiday season—

HANDY FOOD STORE
Merkel, 7exa$ 
Ken A Lester

C «OM 8
Season’s Greetings 

to our Friends'

SyMes Beauty 
Nook

215 E, ds

o u r best 
w i s h e s  f o r
a c h e e r f u l

CHRISTMAS
C L Y D E  W ORST 

G ARAGE
Wrecker Service 

Hwy 80

GREETINGS of .he season
to our many good friends! 
We hope your Christmas is 
bright with love and joy.

DOTY FARM EQUIPMENT
366 Chestnut Abilene, Texas

C k n u tH u u

During this most wonderful 
season of the year, we wel­
come the opportunity to ex­
tend our best wishes to all!

From All The People At

M AX MURRELL 
CHEVROLET

We've been shopping around for a good way 
to express our wishes to you at this holiday 
season . . . and "Merry Christmas" seems to 
say it best!

Camker Food it
Doug A Margie Trent, Texas

L
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LETTERS TO SANTA
Dear Santa,

M) name ):> Tomm> Ha>s.
1 am 8 )ear^< uld. 1 have a 
brother hiN name is Lynn. 
1 Want a Kvel Knevel, his 
stunt and cra^h c a i ,  a pack 
of B .B .s  and a Kic kasha) 
ravel .  L>nn wants a fv el  
Knevel, his stunt and crash 
ca r .  a Kickashay raver and a 
bicycle seat. We both want a 
big bag of caiid\ , too.

Vour f I tend,
Tommy Hays 
Kt. 1 Box 20

Deal 5anta Claus.
M> name Is Pam Wheeler. 

1 am eight years old. I am 
in third grade. For C hii 't-  
ma s  1 would like a,
1. Baby barbie-sits,
2. Sewing machine
3. Sunshine fa mil) ,
4. Barbie Camper and
5. 1 want a pictuie of you

Love,
Pam W heeler

Deal Santa.
It'w are you doing'* 1 want 

a baby Bottoms, pampams 
and a pair of .hoe . 1 want 
some clothes, too. My name 
is Lon Aldndge. I like your 
pretty red suit. At school 1 
learned a lot of Christmas 
songs. I like Kudolph the 
Ked Nosed Kain deer the
best. It is a pretty song. 
My brother wants a football 
and the pads he wants a
SSP car too. My bn>ther and 
1 want some tinker toys. My 
brother’s name is Mark. And 
we want some candy tvxj. 1 
will like you to wake me up 
when vou cotre by. I will 
leave you some cookies and
milk on the table.

Vour friend,
Lon Aldndge 
1511 Heath Street

Vftiy t h f  t r u e  m o o n ­

ing  o f  t h e  *e(i!Utn 

r o m e  a l i v e  in \ o u r

h e a r t  u ith  j o y  !

Cyrus Pee 
Insurance Agncy

Cyrus & Ethel

Deal Santa.
1 Want some toys please.,2 

big Jinis, 2 hatary suits, 
bicycle tile  ptrp, 2 big Jim 
plane, and ca.niper 2 sky 
comander suits, 2 Big Jim ’s 
2 Big Josh’s, a sled, a pic­
ture of your deer’s, 2 Big 
Jim ’s Kung Ku studio, 2 Kong 
Fu suits 2 Big rescue units, 
2 fire suits, a.nd 2 baseball 
suits

Truly,
Hobt's Putm.an
314 y ucea

Dear Santa,
1 am 10 years old. 1 watch 

your shows and 1 like them 
too. 1 am in the 4th grade. 
1 go to Church Christ and 1 
know that God saves us. 1 
have two dogs. The littlest 
one Is named .Missy, the big 
one is VltKicher. Sissy Kx>ks 
Uttle but you know how old 
she IS. Shes pretty big. She 
can’t have pups or it would 
kill her.

This IS what 1 want for 
Christmas, a walkie talkie 
a little Tv, a neckless, a nng,
and thats all I can think of. 

Vour friend,
Debra Kimbrell 
15o6 Heath St.

Dear isanta
1 want a record player, 

a dog and cat, a set of dishes, 
a baby alive, a neckless, 
makeup kit, Tenderlove, Nan­
cy Nonsense, wat ch,  doll 
house, horse, peny, nany goat, 
sheep, pencils, ráeser, roo- 
ler, notebook pa(>er. World 
books bicycleandthat’sall.--  

Vour friend,
Sarah Stir.e 
6u4 Hose St.

Here's an old-tashioned greeting 
from all ot us to all our friends!

Employees Of

PALMER MOTOR CO.

r There’s no better
time to wish our friends 

the best! Merry Christmas'

ESTES FLORAL
Carolyn & Weldon

CHRIW

I ''t \ ' w | i

. . .a n d  g r ea t  jo y  to  
y ou  a n d  y ou r»  
thi» h o l id a y  » eason .

E D ’S FEED  & 
S EED

ED, ALWAYNE S  
GLEN

It is with d great deal of sentiment and 

gratitude that we wish our friends the best!

STARBUCKS
FRED, NAOMI, GEORGE, CHARLOTTE A X>HNNY

Dear Santa,
1 v îjit a B.B. gun. Gulf set, 

p>uol table, billfold, baseball 
bat, G1 Joe set, and a thing that 
1 relly want for my dog is a 
doghouse. 1 am. sorry that 1 
cannot write mere.

Vour f I lend,
Steven Davis 
800 Locust St.

Dear Santa,
1 wont’ a 10 .speed bike and a 

watch and a game. 1 would like 
to have a gun. 1 would like to 
have a horse. 1 would also 
like to have a motor-cycle. 

Vours truly,
Jimmie Sheiton 
Kt. 1 Box 118

Dear Santa,
1 want a country gocamper 

and a white hor.se as whiteas 
snow and a bed: pred, a quick 
curt and a bike. 1 am trying 
to be as g(.>od as I can be. 

Vour friend,
Mandy Guenther 
7U Ash St,

Dear Santa,
My name is Scott Alves. 

1 am 9 years old. 1 want a 
automatic calendar watch and 
a B.B. gun (plstolX 1 also 
want some B .B .’s andapistol 
holster. 1 have a sister. She 
IS 10 years old. She wants a 
chemistry set.

Vour friend,
Scott Alves 
1003 South 8th

Dear Saint .Nick,
The things 1 want  for 

Christmas are a B a r b i e  
Beauty C e n t e r ,  Barbie’s 
Beach Bus, Mod Hair Ken, 
Barbie Doll, Sewing Machine. 
The thing 1 want most is a 
coat please. I am 9 years
old 1 am in 4th grade. Please 
give all the pec>pie that don’t 
get a Chntmas let them have 
a little Christmas. And the 
people in the hospital let 
them have Christmas dinner 
and some Chnstmas present. 
Because thats what G(xl would 
want you to do. I wish every­
body a very Merry Christ­
mas. 1 have been a good girl 
all year.

Vour’s truly,
Linda Holmes 
106 Cherry Street

Dear Saint Nicholas,
1 want a record player 

and a set of recoids. 1 want 
some roller skates and some 
barbies. 1 want a ten speed 
bike and a little colored tele­
vision, 1 want a brand new 
coat. Please get me these 
thing.s.

Vour f I lend,
Pam Massey 
513 Elpaso Street

Dear Santa Claus,
My nameis TaminyeCloyd. 

I am 9 years old,,My birth­
day IS December 28. 1 was 
born in 1 64 In Denton, Tex­
as.

I would like a baton, a 5 
speed bike, an organ, a paint 
set. Mystery Date game. The 
Game of Life, a .set of tnck 
card.s, a necklace, two set 
of pajamas red and blue, a 
set of checkfc/s, a set of 
Chine e checkers and set of 
dominoes.

Vour f lend 
Tammyt Cloyd 
Koute, Box 68

Dear Santa,
1 want a B.B. gun, football 

game, watch, rock’em sock 
’em racetrack, big Jim, train 
■set, target set and new pen­
cil.

Vour f I lend,
Casev Johnson 
K. K. 2

Dear Santa Claus,
1 would like to have a 

Beach Bus. And 1 wound like 
to have a Net Set too. I 
guess that’s all for know.

And please bring a Uttle 
candycane for Chnstmas. 

Vour friend 
Brenda

•••
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W ishing you C hristm as ch e e r ! 

Thank you for your patronage!

M ERKEL FINA
Ricky, Judy, Tomi A Kristy Elliott
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DuBOSE TEXACO, INC.

c ftCV H«C

Peace on Earth 
Good Will 

ToivordsMen!
M a y  the  s p i r it  ot love 
t h a t  IS the  ess e nce  ot 
C h r i s t m a s  p e r m e a t e  all 
h e a r t s ,  we p r a y .  N o e l!

Abilene Farm 
Supply

3526 S  TREADAWAYI 
ABILENE, TEXAS

-1

L. K ; ; -
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M ER R Y  
C H R IST M A S!
A friendly greet­
ing to our many 
loyal customers!

Bulah’ s Shamrock
Restaurant A Staff 

E. Hwy 80 -120 
Merkel, Texas

We hope your home and heart 

will be filled with laughter, joy and 

good will this glad Holiday season— 

M ERRY CHRISTM AS!

Kraatz Repair
David A Sue Kraatz

Im a g in e  th e  j o y  th e  » h e p h e r d »  
f e l t ,  on  h e a r in g  th e  g la d  tid istg»!  
IT e  u'i»h th a t j o y  tit y o u  a n d  y ou r» .

Seymore Insurance
MAC IDA, A TED

We're singing our m«rry wishM for 
you ond yours during this Chrittmos 
Sooson. Wo wish to thank our firto
customors.

CONLEY BARBER SHOP
EJi. Conley A Family

.it  this joyous

C hristm as season, u e  u ish  \ou the 

g ift  o f f)eace o f m im i auci heart!

FARMER’S CO-OP GIN
Merkel, Texas

ITe h o p e  th i*  h o l id a y  » ea»on  u i l l  h e  a tru ly  p r o » p e r -  
o u t  o n e  f o r  a l l  o u r  fr i e n d »  — h u t m o» t o f  a ll. ue u i» h  
y o u  g o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  g o o d  c h e e r !

H. W. Leinens, Inc
10 N FIRST

■4'.
*
i



LEH ER S  TO SANTA
Dear Santa Claus,

My nair« is l.eisa Mont* 
Komery. I am 'i ainl a half. 
My birthday is Dervniber 21, 
’ '*74. 1 hav«* been a good tprl 
■its year. 1 hope you can get 

*  me what I want for Christ­
mas. I want a bicycle for 
Christmas. And IwaiitaNiKht 
Before Christmas book. W hat 
1 really do want Is a blue 
and pink gianny dress, I want 
a new ja lr  of track shoes 
for school. And I want bar- 
ole beauty kit. I want some 
rocks and a coloring book. 
Santa I love you be< ause you 
are so mce and you have a 
parade and give us what we 
Want, iio by bye for now.

Love,
Lisa Montgomery
1111 South 2nd St.

Dear Santa,
My name is Cindy Sims. 

I’m eight years old. I love 
you very much. If it wouldn’t 
be any trouble I would like 
a Happy Bat>y, Kasy Bake 
Uven, bike, radio and that’s 
all. Cookies and milk will 
be on the tatile. 1 just can’t 
wait till you come.

Your ft lend,
Cindy Sims 
Route 3

Dear Santa,
My name is Sissy Atkin­

son, I want a dull that eats 
and drinks, a baby bed, and 
a watch. I w.int a record 
fiom you, some pants and 
shirt, a barbie doll and a 
kase for her. 1 want some 
boots and a belt that has 
my name on it. I want some 

dishes, stove, dryer, wash­
er for clothe , a bicycle, 
a swing and a trapoling. 
That’s all.

Merry Chnstmas to you.
Love,
Sissy Atkinson
1411 Stewart St.

bear Santa,
How ale you doliia? Pam 

wants some house hoe and 
a ice bird. 1 want a radio. 
How IS your reiiideer. We 
are going to leave some milk 
and cookie- for you. Merry 
Christmas Santa Claus. We 
love you and Mrs. Claus.

V'Xir friend,
Jill
Bnckhaven S12

Deal Santa, 
f  or  Christri 

softtina and a 
reiord play ei

Loii e,
Pam Han

I want a 
dio and a

Deal  Santa,
y oi Chri-tn.as 1 want  

Sweot sounds, the game of 
life, a radio, a sttoller and 
a buggy.

Love,
Jiid. Jinkcii

Deal Santa,
1 Want a baby dull and a 

lightbngbt. And a big wheel. 
Tliats all I want.

1.0 -. e
Chai lotte Toney

THE MLKKLL MAIL 
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Beal Santa Claus,
Thank you for the toys 

you gave me. 1 want a tape 
reoctre and a bal>by doll, 

y loin Mai garet 
Wiide

bear Santa
How areyou?Ihopettiatyou 

are doing fine. 1 am. 1 want a 
tram set, iing, baseball set, 
airjdane set and watch. My 
brother want- n guitar, nak 
’em sock 'em, racetrack 22 
shells and a biggim -et.

Your fiiend, 
y reddy Portune 
bu6 Rose St

bear Santa,
1 Want a Baby Bottoms. 1 

would like some games and 
some (lencils. My brother 
Tim would like a bulldoaer 
and a horse. We ixAli would 
like some candy.

Your friend,
Brenda Hohherta 
Route #4

bear Santa,
Tie e are the things I want 

for Christmas. 1 want a ra­
dio, tiain set, lego, a game 
and B-B  gun.

Your file- 1 
John Yb.iira 
1512 Sun-at

bear Santa,
I would like tc have a record 

Dlaver. makeunkits. rei ords 
hair brush, camera, mirror.
babe doll. Tender Love, swing 
set and Baby Alive and a bike. 

Love, Missy 
601 Marten

bear Santa,
I want a walky talky -et, 

skates, 3 model an plane 
a BB gun, and a real hoise. 

Your f lend,
Jerry MiHei 
R. R. 1

b e a t  Santa C j U >,
1 Want a tajie leoctie and 

a lardy liird and a load 
a roadgtader foi Cie-tmas. 

Whith love,
Keith

b e a t  Santa ClaUS.
I have been good. 1 have 

a picture o| you. 1 am wait­
ing foi y ou to ccmie. I ha»e 
got a pK tui e of rodolf.

Wayne Horton

bear S.T. Nick,
How are things m the noith

1 Want baby’ s fiiendship, 
baby alive, tiaby bottom. 
Ruba-dub-dolly.

Love
Kim

bear Santa
1 want a B.B. gun, football 

game, hockey game, nanibike 
battle game and sorker hoo­
pers. There will be rookies 
and milk on cupered.

Your fi lend,
Sc'utty .Niemann 
1524 Sunset

■

bear Santa,
My name is Oeiuse Pack. 

1 am in the third grade. 1 
would like the-e tilings for 
Chnstmas. I would like a 
1. Barbie Beauty Center, 2, 
Sewing Machine with case,
3. Barbie Beach Camper, and
4, A [>ic ture of you.

The e are the four things 
1 want for Christmas.

Your f I lend, 
bemse Pack 
211 Oak St.

As Clir is im as carols fill the air,  
oiir thoughts are  with our many 
friends.  (Greetings to one and all!

MV WIFE BIUIE AND I WISH AU OF 
YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS

Elmer Martin
STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 61

IQ ALL OUR FRIENDS!
H e a r t i e s t  gre e tin g s  of 

t h e  s e a s o n '  I t 's  always 
a p le a s u r e  to  wish our 
trie n d s  the  v e r y  b e s t!

NIN TH  S T R EET  
6R0.

Pete &
Madge Shouse

To our many fine 
customers. May your Holiday 
Season be full of happy blessings 
and the joys of Christmas cheer.

Higginbotham - Bartlett Co.
Pof, Linda, Debbie & Billy Williams Ikey Garrett

r } V - y

-[

It's the happiest time of the year— because it's

the time we pause to greet friends old and

new, the time when w'e draw closer to those we
y,y • >.&-.■

love. It's our sincere hope that our many fine

patrons will enjoy the best of thi§ holiday season!

%  .

’  . É 1  ' A n - ’ ’ ' i-'-.iIf
p f s i n

THE FARMERS AND MERCHANTS
NATIONAL BANK OF MERKEL

MCRKH, TEXAS

i-
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12 OZ. 
CAN

WHOLE SUN

ORANGE 
lUICE

BIRDSEYE

KOOL WHIP
BIRDSEYE

STRAWBERRIES

BAMA ?8 OZ. ASSORTED

9  O Z .  

CRTN.

10 OZ. 
PKG.

39<
59C 
45C

RED PLUM

1AM
KRAFT JBT OK M INITURB

Marsiimellows

63< JELLO
49

5 BIG
SHOPPING 

DAYS
THURSDAY THRU 

TUESDAY 
DEC. F9-24TH 

SHOP OUR 
TOY SELECTION

FOR 20% OFF
ON $1 OR 

MORE ITEMS7m

t h e  m e r k  e l  m a i l
D E C E M B E R  19. '9^^ Page-12
CREAMY

CRISCO
3 LB.
CAN

WITH S7J0 IN tr a d ì g g ju p n  
fx n u s iv i o r  CIGARSTTIS

'■ .w

WHITE SYRUP PINT
BOT.

TALL CAN

3
FOR

4  PET MILK 2  FOR
I.G. FRESH

10 OZ. 
BAG

o o a  instant tea Brown & SERVE
3 3 *  U P T O N  Chocolate CHIPSPEACHES 

FOLGERS 
COKECOLA 
FLOUR

VIL-VITAI'k  CAN 
COFFEE 

1 LB. CAN
32 02. 
BOTTLE

Gold Medal 
5 LB. BAG

?KG.

1 L\MtT

3 FOR
3 LiAAIT

PHIIADEIPHIA

3 OZ. 
JAR

O Q <  Cream CHEESE
m  m  KRAFT

100

DUNCAN HINES 'h Moon CHEESE 29

m kMIX
59

BAKERS ANGBl FLAKF

ASSORTED
BOX

2 UMir

BORDEN

MILK
EAGLE
BRAND

14 O Z .  

CAN 53C

I.G. DAIRY FRESH

Homo MILK Butter MILK
GAL
JUG $143

I.G. DAIRY FRESH

'/j G A L  

JUG 650

DAIRY FRESH

Homo 2
M I L K

COCANUT 354 OZ. 
CAN

KRAFT

MAYONAISE
SOFT OLEO

PARKAY
DEL MONTE DILLS

PICKLES

TWIN
PACK

22 OZ. 
JAR

GAL.
JUG ]33 CREAM

PRINGLES

POTATOCHIPS
LIBBYS CUT 303

GREEN BEANS
TWIN
PACK

2 FOR

LIBBYS 303 C5.

WHOLE
POUND

Golden CORN
CONTADINA 300

< TOMATOES
2 FOR

2 FOR

OCEAN SPRAY

TURKEYS
STEAK 
BACON 
HAM

GOLD CREST 
HENS 12-20

LB.

BABY BEEF 
T-BONE
SIRLOIN LB.

DECKER
POUND

Cranberry SAUCE CAN

m
690
590
590
390

GANDY fO KEM O ST-BO KO fN  

SOUR OR 

WHIPPING

HALF "•

HALF

FOREM OST-BORDEN

EGG NOG
QUART 

CRTN.

The JUICY. CRISPY Kind
You LIKE BEST

WASHINGTON
DELICIOUS

POUND

DECKER
COOKED
BONELESS

SAUSAGE 
FRYERS

3LB.
CAN

DECKER 
2LB. BAG

FRESH GRADE 'A ' 
POUND

]29
1 1 9 -

439
]49

3 9 ^

AlAX
DISHWASHER

KING
SIZE 73

STOVE TOP

STUFFING

MIX
BOX 39

WISCONSIN
CHEDDARCHEESE 

SHORTRIBS
LB.

WE
WELCOME

FOOD
STAMP5

BONUS
CT.

BOX
123

OXYDOL
KING
SIZE

(1 LIMIT)

CELERY 
ORANGES 
LETTUCE 
BANANAS
Cranberries
ONIONS 
SPUDS

FRESH
LB.

5UNKI5T 
LG. LB.

FRESH
LB.

DELMONTE
LB.

RUSSET 
t o  LB. BAG

W E GIVE 
GIFT BOND 
STAMPS

Double on 
Wednesday 
with $5.00

C  A  R  S  O  N  ' S
S U P E R

M[ fx M  I i f  X A S

1 Vi C I Af'U I ‘ . Li

M A R K E T
» Rl J  ( )( 1 I Vf F'e V 
M i  ) f  j W l  I ; F fv*'
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