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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES PRESENTED
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WERKEL
ENITED VETHODIST

By RUSSELL McANALLY
Pastor
First Methodist Church

We are praying that this
will be the best CHRISTMAS
of all for you, There are many
reasons why we think it will
be something special.

l. This should be a good
Christmas for you because
of the SLOWER SPEED li-
mits, You will not be able to
get so far from home, and,
there will be more of your
family alive to enjoy the oc-
casion, Anyway, Home is a
pretty good place to be for
Christmas,

2, This
Christmas

should be a good
for you because
of the HIGH PRICES. With
all the higher price you
will have a good opportunity
to explain to members of your
family that there are cer-
things that you can no
nger afford. It may come
a5 a real shock to some, but
t may be good for us all,
You see, grandparents have
i real problem buying pre-
sents for grandchildren af-
ter the parents have given
them everything they want
all year, What can you give
to people who have every-
thing, and still unhappy?

3. This should be a good
Christmas for you because
of ClU‘l“{r;\ STYLES. Since
the rebelilon against clothes
designers recently you can
wear some of last years
tyle and not be too em-
barassed. They have been
hanging the style -(not for
e good of anyone) so they
ould for'e yocu to buy new
clothes and they could make

ore money, It left you with
i closet full of good clothes
that you were naot allowed
to wear There was always
this gulity feeling be-ause of
s0 many people in this world
without enough clothes to keep

tain

'

them from{ eezing, Wzdidn’c
allow ourselve. to think of
this very often, but we were

aware of it, It took a little
pleasure out of buyving new

iothes, Withycuhaving more
to says as to what you want
to wear, and because you will
not be so wasteful - you wil’
ind more satisfaction in life
this Christmas.

4. This should be a good
Christmas for you beciise
of the hard to get SUGAR
Since sugar is alittlescarce,
and very high-you are going
to have to learn to be sweet
)1 your Hwn, Youcanbe sweot
without Sugar you know! Peo~
ple point to other people and
say, ““Isn’t that a sweet per-
" Well the world need:
more sweet people, There is
1 song that iys, ‘‘Jesus
is the sweetestname ! know,”
ey are ot talkingahout the
name of Jesus-They aretalk-
.ng about the personof Jesus,
He gave HIMSELF - and the
world Is dying for move pao=
ple to be sweet like that-
sweet

5. This should be a good
Christmas for you because
if the STOCK MARKET
‘When the bottom dropped out
of the stock market - and
other marke's we were
caused to take a second look=
and perhap~ now a third ook
at things AS THEY ARE, and
may be, We can not put our
TRUST in the stockmarkets—
or the president-or the House
Ways and Means Chairman
as he plays around-with our
lives—neither can you trust
your own abilities to ~ee and
know what ‘s best, Perhaps
this Christmas we will learn
to put our faith and trust in
Almighty God, That is what
Christmas 15 all about-Isn’c
it?

S0 with the help of slower
speed -~ to help more stay
alive - with higher prices to
tell us there are some ‘hings
we will have to do without -
Appreciating the things we
have - Having to be sweet
o1 our own, and placing our
faith and trust in God in-
stead of in THINGS - We
may learn more how to be
like the one who came to
4s of 'his own cholce to suf«
fer in our place - To lead
the way - and to become our
Savior, even Jesus~ It is
his birthday we celabrate,
With all this - As Paul said,
‘*‘Make the best of your time
De-pite all the difficulties of
these days. ""Why not make
an effort to make this a
Very Good Christmas?

son.

MERKEL

FIRST BAPTIST

By KENNETH JONES
Pastor

Christmas is many things
to many people, To some it
is a time of frustration;, wor-
ry over gift-buying; frayed
nerves over crowds in the
store-; short tempers be-
cause of the traffic, and
anxious concern about have
ing company or going some-
where,

To others, Christmas is a
time of happiness, good will,
cheery greetings to one ano=-
ther; contentment with fam-
ily togetherness; and most of
all, inner peace,

Wat makes the difference?
The difference {s to be found
in the heart of the individual,
If Christ is indeed living in
our hearts, we will approach
the Christmas season with
one great, sustaining pur-
pose,..to celebrate His birth
with the kind of sincerity
and simplicity that will tru-
ly honor Him,

How difficult it is to cele-
brate His birth with sincerity
and simplicity! We have al-
lowed the Christmas ‘‘sea-
son'' to become uncontroll-
ably out of hand! Far too
many ‘‘customs’’ and ‘‘tra-
ditions'’ havecomplicated the
proper observance of Christ-
mas, Far too much ‘busy-
ness’’ is distracting us from
a worshipful experience, Our
greatest need i« to allow this
religious holiday to become,
indeed, a day of reverence
and worship.

What is Christmas to you?
It is what you allow it to
become. It can be traffic,
plastic trees, pushing, shov-

ing, anger, Or, it can be
Silent Night, Hope, Good-
will, Peace, It can be wor-
ry, frustration, fretting,
frayed nerves, Or, it can
be Anticipation, Joy, Cele-

bration, Singing, Worship,
Because of His birtn, we
have the spiritual gifts of
love, concern, and truth to
share, This is the real mean-
ing of Christmas|
1SSEMBLY OF GOD
BpIQUY CURTIS
Christmas |s more than
an occasion for the exchange
of felicitous greetings and
friendly gifts, It is morethan
the enjoyment of congenial
company at a festive season,
It is even more than the
religious observance of a
sacred memory, It sends
forth God’s supreme call to
the highest and best in man-
kind, It brings to us Hs most
cherished gift, and Is His
emphatic and final declara-
tion of war upon all that 1s
low, mean, and unworthy.
The birth of the Prince was
not to mark the end of a
struggle but to inaugurate a
more vigorous prosecution
of it, The Angels sang ‘‘Peace
on Earth” not as a compro=
mise wth evil but as a pro-
phecy of its complete and final
overthrow, Christmas there-
fore 1s God’s challenge tothe
wo rid, and consciously or not
men classified themselves
by their attitude to that chal-
lenge. The Babe of Bethle-
hem challenged Herod the
Kng who, fearing loss of
position, openly and cruelly
opposed the plans of God,
No generati on £ince has been
without its followers of
Herod. The Babe of Bethle-
hem challenged thepriest and
elders, those pillars of or-
ganized religicn, who might
have been expected to under=~
stand, But no, though they
knew where the Prince was
to be born and could glibly
quote the scripture refer-
ence they were indifferent
to the event, not even in-
terested enough to travel the
short distance from Jeru-
salem to Bethlehem to see
if these things were so, The
effort of the Christ are still
blocked by supreme indiffer=
ence in unexpected places,
The Star of Bethlehem
challenged the wise men and
because they caw and fol-
lowed led them from a far
country to the place where
they could open their trea-
sures in the presence of the
King. The Ang ellc cholrchal-
lenged the shepherds who
hastening to Bethlehem saw
the Babe and returned to
praise and glorify their God,
And so from among the
rich and the poor, the high
and low, the lettered and the
unlettered, from among the
astronomers in the observa=-
tories and the shepherds on
the plains The Babe of Beth~

lehem has thrcugh the years
called men to surrender and
to worship, and dared them
to fight with Him for truth
and the Kingdom,

MERKE L
CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Joy of Chnstmas

Christmas is that wond er-
ful time of the year when
many people celebrate the
birth of Christ,exchange gifts,
decorate homes, reunite with
loved ones, and in general
show good will to others,
The word Christmas comes
from an early Englishphrase
which means ‘‘Christ's
Mass.,”” Even though many
Christians celebratethebirth
of Christ in December, the
actual time of His birth is
not known, It seems most
likely that Christ was born
in the spring of the year
in 4-6 AD. The practice of
observing the birth of Christ
on December 25th was begun
in 354 AD. by Bishop Li~-
berius of Rome., It seems
that the bishcp chose this
date because the pagans of
Rome celebrated the Feast
of Saturn and worshipped the
sun on this date, Thus, it be=
came a holiday for both pa-
gans and Christians,

The spirit and ideas of
Christmas are so wonder=-
ful. How much finer this world
would be if the spirit of
Christmas could dwell in the
hearts of all mankind
throughout the year. It seems
so sad that some persons put
on the ‘‘Christmas spirit’’
for a short time each year,
and then return to dally rou=-
tine of hating, Qquarreting, and
fighting with their relatives
and friends,

Think for a moment about
the plight of Jesus, He came
to love and serve on this
earth and His reward was
this: to be abondoned by those
He loved, betrayed by those
He trained, scarred by those
He pitied, with a bloody man=
tle across His shoulders and
a crown of piercing thorns
on His head, He carried a
cross to a scoundrel’s grave,
He was born in a distantcity,
in a borrowed stable, and laid
in a borrowed manger, rode
on a borrowed mule, and was
finally laid to rest in a bore-
rowed grave,

For Jesus there was no
room in the inn, and through-
out His life it seemed that
there was no room anywhere
except on a rugged cross,
Perhaps, however, there is
room in your heartfor Jesus.

It is my prayer that the
room in your heart will be
SO great that not only the
birth, but alsc the life and
death and resurrection of Je-
sus will be shared at Christ-
mas and throughout theyears
ghead,

Larry Gill, Minister
Merkel Church of Christ

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:30 AM., and
6:00 P.M.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:30 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST

By P. T. STEWART
Pastor

Calvary Baptist Church

LUKE 1:26-32 HE SHALL BE

GREAT.
And in the sixth month
the Angel Gabriel was sent
from God unto a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth,
to a VIRGIN espoused to a
man whose name was Jo-
septh of the house of David
and the VIRGINs name was
Mary,
And the angel came in unto
her, and sald, hall, thou
that arthighly favoured, the
Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou amonge women,
And when she saw him, she
was troubled at his saying
and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this
should be.
And the angel sald unto her
fear not, Mary: for thou
hast found favour with God,
And behold, thou shaltcon~
celve in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt
call hi name JESUS, He
shall be great, and shall

See Messages,
Pg. 6
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Kathy Hend

ricks |s

Named ‘Little Sister’

Kathy Hendricks was
named ‘Little Sister of the
Month’ for December by the
Taylor County Young Home-
makers, Kathy is the 17-year
old daughter of Mr, and Mrs,
D. C. Hendricks and is a
Senior at Merkel High School,

Kathy has been in the band
3 years, twirler 3 years,
and stage band 1 year, She
has taken homemaking one
year where she took cook=-
ing and sewing, has been
in FHA 3 years and has
been reporter and parlia-
mentarian,

After graduating this year,
Kathy plans to attend the
Texas State Technical Insti=
tute in Sweetwater to be a
dental assistant or nurse.

KATHY HENDRICKS
. Honoree

be in the Mail office
) get in next weeks
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Mrs. Ybarra
Services Held

Mrs., Apolonia Moreno
Ybarra, 59, of Merkel, died
at 5:30 p.m, Wednesday in
Starr Nursing Home after a
lengthy illness, Mass was
held at 3 p.m. Saturday at
Our Mother of Mercy Catho-
lic Church in Merkel, Burial
was In Rose Hill Cemetery
directed by Starbuck Funeral
Home,

Mrs, Ybarra was born Jan,
26, 1915, in Mexico, and was
married to Libradro Ybarra
in Merkel in 1932, He works
for the Taylor Electric Co-
operative,

She is survived by her
husband; four sons, Juan and
Augustine, both of Merkel,
Pedro of Abilene and Salvador
of Hayward, Calif,; five
daughters, Mrs, Villalovos
and Mrs, Domingo Villarreal,
both of Hayward, Mrs, Si
Acuna and Mrs, Victor Lere-
ma, both of Merkel, and Mrs,
Loule Campos of Fremont,
Calif,, four brothers, Cade~
lario Moreno of Fremont,
Jesus Moreno of Merkel and
Albino and Marcelino Mor~
eno, both of Abllene; onesis~
ter, Mrs, Cecilia Duran of
Abilene and 15 grandchildren,

Nephews served as pall-
bearers,

Band, Choir
Concert Friday

F riday, December 20th, the
High School band and choir
will present their Christmas
program for the Elementary
school at 12:45, The general
public is invited to attend,

; Merkel Mail To Print
f Early Next Week

Due to Christmas falling on Wednesday this
, year, the Merkel Mail will go to press early
) this coming week, News and advertising must

paper.
be closed Tuesday and Wednesday
ployes may have Christmas with their families,

The paper will be mailed for I‘hursdak delivery,

by Friday of this week to
The Mail office will
SO our em-

Riding Club
To Hold Dance

The Merkel Riding Club
is planning an ‘Old Fashioned
Dance’ to be held at the
Merkel Lions Club building.
The dance will be held Sat-
urday at 8 p.m, Anadmission
of $3.00 for couplesand $1.50
for single- 16 and over will
be charged. The public is in-
vited to attend,

}‘9"’, by Jody

(24) shoots and makestwo points
ime 82.55 over Win-

M:Sf

Mis. M. ). Shaw
Services Held

Mrs, M. J. Shaw, 82, of
Merkel, died at 1:15 p.m,

Tuesday at Hendrick Mems-
orial Hospital in Abilene af-
ter a brief iliness, Services
were held at 2 p.m, Thurse
lay atStarbuck Funeral Home
Chapel,

[he Rev, Jerry Kunkel,
Methodist minister of Tye,
and the Rev. Aussie Watson,
Abllene miuister, officiated,
Burial was in Stith Cemetery

Born Mattie Sue Harris on
Oct, 2, 1882 McClellan

Count she married M, J.
Shaw 1n 191 Merkel, He
died in December 1458,

Mrs, Shaw was long-
time Merkel resident,

survivors include three
sons, M, J. of Abilene, Wade
of Guinesville and Warren;
three daughters, Mrs, Roxie
Meeks of Abilene, Mrs, Royce
Mashburn of Longview and
Mrs, Roy Mashburn of Stith;
14 grandchildren; great-
grandchildren; and two step-

grandchildren,
Grandsons were pallbear=
ers,

Trash Pickup
Scheduled
Changed

The trash pickup schedule
will be changed for the next
two weeks because of the
holidays,

Trash will
Thursday, Dec,
day, Dec. 27,

Next pickup date will be
Dec, 30 and 31,

Beginning Jan, 6, Trash
pickup will return to original
schedule.

The dump ground will be
closed Christmas Day,

be picked up
26 and Fri-

Badger Cagers

ontinues
Winning Streak

By JODY WEST pointer f the Badgers was

Netts Stephan with 20 points

Friday night there was a and Murdock for May with 2(
blizzard in our midst, butthe Points,

Badgers managed to put the i 3 !
heat on quite strong. TheJ.V. The h.'..nit,a.l e..m'd the Bad
girls started out the heat gers are playingagainst Win-
with very cl e game up t ters for 3rd Consolation, The
a v ¥ i n [ £
- “F " Badgers came out of the bliz-
the last few second: loosing el . . 62-47
by only 2 points, but not t EAPG OB WP WANNRG Wi
‘;_ e x' W ‘“ 1 'M nds left High pointer for the Badgers
v ir 1344 > as el
) was Nett; phi 1 43
to play and the Badgers gain was Netta )!e.,»nax with 4
a 1 point lead, but the Bl points and leading the Bliz-
) | A L ] ne Wi=
= el ' - i o zards was Becky Dean with
zards made a freezing drive . . ¢
to the basket and won by - Arv’ peens i i~
1 point, The final score wa
42-41 and higt pointer for the

Badgers was Kerry
14 points and lea

Law with

Mrs. Newton

ling the Bliz-

rds was Phillis O, #31 with
. —3 - Buried Sunda

Next w the J. V. boys,
wi tOOk er from the be-
ginning of the game, leading Mrs, Emma Newto 68,
" i of the first quar- f Merke lied at 4 L_: a.m.
ter, Keeping ug :ymsvu,.j\* rk r ia at Hendrick Memors-
the never fell behind. Half o 144 f ving a short
time score showed the Bad- lliness, Se as were held

nday at the First

5er~ winning 29-17, and on

to a victory at the end of Baptist Church

the game winning 53-38, High The Rev. Kenneth Jones,
pointer for the Badgers was Past fficiated. Burial was
Paul Tucker with 17 points Rotan Cemetery in Fotan
and Poindexter from Winters under direction of Starbuck
with 13 points, Funeral Ho me.

The final game against the rn Jan. 3, 1906, in Tay-
Blizzards and the Varsity County, Mrs, Newton
Boys were leading the Blize Moved to Merkel in 1969,
zards by 4 points at the end She was a member of the
of the first quarter, Keeping [ !7st Baptist Church,
up the good work and the survivors include two sons,
Badgers were winning at half Allen Cavitt of Purcelle,
time 39-23, The final score Okla,; two stepdaughters,
for the game found the Bad- M! J. Nelson of Big Spring

gers ahead 82 points to the and Mrss. Virgll spencer of
Blizzards 55 points, High Plainview; a brother, W. J.
pointer for the Badgers was Dulin of Roscce; three sise-
Darel Riggan with 18 points ‘'€ Mre., A R. (Vera) San-
and leading the Blizzards was ford eridian, Mrs. Bill

ndusky of Merkel and

McNiel with 18 points. The

Badger Varisty Be A Z. (Vicla

1 c ' ‘
)¥yS arenow Decker of

ks o1 avllene; five grandchildren
11 in the season, ’ ’
tw .":v.u-g:‘mff hildren; and
several niece and nephews,

William Murgan
Services Held
Ihursday

Varsity Girls
Win 3rd
Consolation

PICTURE, PG. 5

The Badger Varsity Girls
competed in the H-SU Tour-
nament Dec, 12, 13& 14, win- llam Charles Morgan,
ning 3rd Consolation., They .3-, ea,-;.J son of Mr. and
started out by playing Mid- Mrs. Alen Morgan Jr., of
way on Thursday night but Trent, died at 2:45 p.m. Wed-
loosing with the Badgers cor- nesday at Hendrick Memorial
ing 28 points to Midways Hospital after a long illness,
points, High pointers were Graveside serviceswereheld
Netta Stephan for the Bad- at 4 p.m. Thursda Rose
gers with 16 points and John=- Hll Cemetery,
ston from Midway with 30 The Rev. Russeil Mc-
points, Anally, pastor of First United
The second game on Fri-= Methodist Church of Merkel,
day found the Badgers with a and the Rev, N, S. Daniels,

officiated,

victory over the Stamford assoclate pastcr

Bulldogs. The final scorewas Starbuck Funeral Home of
41-33 and high pointer forthe  Merkel was in charge of ar-
Badgers was also Netta Ste- rangements,

phan with 25 points, The child was born Dec.

The thirdgameforthe Bad- 20, 1971, in Abilene
gers took place on Saturday Survivors include his pare-
morning and found the Bade- ents; one brether, Russell
gers competing for Consola= Morgan IlI; and grandparents,

tion against May, But May Mr, and Mrs, Pete Morgan
came out on top with the and Mr, and Mrs, J, I\ San-
final score 49-40. High dusky Jr., all of Merkel,

N

TRUCK DEMOLISHED-This truck went off 120 obouf Amarillo. The truck wos looded with sides of M

three miles east of Merkel ond landedin Mulberry Officials worked

Creek Thursdoy morning

at 3:150.m. Driving the

truck wos 24.year-old David Grinley of Rockville,

Ind. The truck belonged to Jay Lines Trucking of by

all doy and into the night tryi

get the truck out of the creek. Grinley is sti lln
critical condition at Hendricks Hospital. (Staf photo
Kaye Lanhem)

————
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Balld News

hool band student
A w"‘n elect] mht‘l S
1 ensembles for the U.lL. L.
ntest ¢ be held | the
pring By Mrs.
the J 101 High band
syed a Christ A ert
A mbined eeling
the P.T.A. and Band Boosters MERRY CHRISTMAS to all

eople of the Big Coun-

last Monda nignt

1
Beginner band 1snow ready ¢ I w at 2:30 Tre
’ } . th
to attempt playing solos with >Scheols will be out for the
: - : ia - and the students
i ‘.\[ A ;‘J F"u Iy
will retun extyear:January
. May Santa blowacirs
he ncher a n ity 1 " . "
ippiness around vous
the lower | ts fant realit . ,
" ead and 1ed youlr nme
rate A rding t the Ma h
{ Dlmes. e) n the way back ups
and may he leave extra boxes

GIFTS FOR AN
OLD- FASHIONED
FARM & RANCH'
CHRISTMAS

Christmas n the country conjures up thoughts of
tables laden with home-grown foods fresh from a crackhn
wood-burning stove. Steaming meat and poultry dishes and
an array of dehicwous dawry products

While 1t 1sn't possible to bring back the past, we car
still enjoy the foods that made Christmas 1n the countn,
such a dehighttul experience

And vou can give this treat for that someone specia.
ywn vour Christmas list. Just go to your favorite grocery
store and ask for a qift certificate redeemable in meat
poultry and dawry products

Or if yvou'd prefer to gwve by check or money order
ome by our office and pick up a supply of colorful gift

envelopes and message cards

TAYLOR COUNTY FARM BUREAU

3'41S. 27th Abilene, Texas

Crawford’s

January Clearance

Sale Prices Today

SHIRTS PRICE
MENSSZES Suits oo, $55.00
wens COwboyBoots — $24.99
COVERALL weavy ourv $16.99
SHIRTS $10.99
SHIRTS $7.99
SHOES $12.99
SHEETS $4.99
ze SHEETS X&Ron $19.99
Sze SHEETS $14.99
sorr LUGGAGE sz rion $6.99
PANT SUITS ¥ius $20.99
PANTY HOS "2#’ 2 ran $1.00

LADIES SHOES 16 535 $7.99

REGISTER FOR
FREE PRIZES

Crawford’s

FINE CLOTIING FOR THE
FARILY
Ph. 928-5612 MERKEL, TEXAS 135 Edwards §1.

LONG SLEEVES 1
SHORT SLEEVES /2

DENIM

WESTERN

MEN'S
DRESS

FULL FLAT
FULL FITTED

PERCALE
NO IRON

‘GORILILA
GRAFFITr

Dean King

at al the store fOor next
y ed Did you ever see s
nany places ‘“‘out of boxes'’?

It 1s discouraging, wagging
ill those ‘'‘umpteen-dollar-
purchases’ around in a sack

ind rapping bumpelty pack-
ages at home due to not l't‘lf!s
ible to get boxes at the place
{f purcahse

Since as of today, there
are only 4 more shopping
days til Christmas, and some

of u last-day shoppers may
be getting the ‘‘rigor’ ove:
how iI're going to make it,

we feel the following qQuote
be apropos = to show

you that you ain’t seen nothing
et
e 1 Sa OU started out
bu our wife a gift, and you
got down town and forgot what
it wa ou promised you were

ng to get this Christmas?
And vou thought and thought
but it didn’t do any good, s¢
and bought
and some per=-
ume....and they turned out
be identical with last year’s?
1started looking
¢ some toys for the three

u settled dowr

2 night gowr

)

grand ldren and all
ould find was Viet \dn toy
soldiers and jungie guns
ind you say you thought this
was too violeat s u bought

three dolls instead? A Ix
doll and two garl dolls forth

grandsor and  twe gI
jaughte A ou got hon
and Ir wife toid you the
were pPevt F edolls,..you
“ : them up and they forma
""Q LS
S 4 ou took thedolls

back and traded them inon a

e Qog and a coupie of

Germa hepherds? And twg

them bit 1 on the way

And U got tangled

up in the leashes and ~:A,;»«
and {e .and the dogs hac

take YQU home? And (‘
eighbors looked out the wine-

low and said ““Drunk ASAL?,"'
And about that time your pas-
t ame by for a visit,..and
forgot to buy the chicker
wife t t
Sa ahod gave
bott] f that 107 1.2
ershave L and Oou
were afraid to t it...S u
tested it it L?"ld.(f.xggt"fv".]
r at next door,,.and
're REALLY afraid
And you say i'reallergic
t edar u bought a fir
Christma tree this year.,
and broke out in a rash just

ladder
the top? And
tarted to scratch and
off the ladder...into the

U were up on a
putting a star «

A um and the set of
¢ A And st as u got
1p, that old tom cat came

through the house like hewas
fire at both ends chasing

three of those de g£s

(%

ay ur bossgave you
Christmas bonus check...
1 when you tried to cashit,
inced? And yvou say you

at down to add up all your
Chrnistmas bills, and you got
it a big bottle of red ink
ist In case...2nd the door-
ell rang and it was
the Bureau of Internal
Revenue to tell you you still
wed $22 wur 1964 re-
rn...and they hadn’t even
hecked the 1965 return vet?
u say all this happened
brother? Well, cheer

friend; the world hasn’t

the man

me an end yet, Next
year will be another year,
This iIs the season of GOOD

CHEER, the season of LOVE,
the time to THINK ABOUT
SOMEBODY ELSE FOR A
C HANGE.

S Umb up on the roof,
brother, and shout it for all
hear: Merry Christmas!!!
-=W, H. Cocke in
““The Rockdale Reporter’’
I really learned another
le son a couple of weekend
4go 1in the importance of

king at the fine print”’-
and | don’t mean in an ine
surance policy, on a con-
tract or the like. I mean,

t

look carefully when you buy
a fine, printed shirt, What
looked at first - and only,

until after purchase and a

mile ride home - glance
0 be Hawalian printof swirls
and flowers- Wasn't, Hmm-
ver-rry frustrating - but good
for a few laughs - and who
doesn’t need a few of those
in these days of ““winter won-
derland”’...

Rocky King was talking to
Coach Thomas and Coach
Campbell the other day about
his approaching 10-year high
school reunion, bemoaning
the fact that the class hadn’t
been able to hold a five-
year get-together,

‘“Oh,” Coach Thomas in-
terjected, '‘too many people
in Vietnam then?"’

““No,”” Rocky replied, ‘‘too
many people in Canada,-’

By request and especially
for J. R,, here is the Trent
High School backetball sche-
dule:

Dec, 1,20, 21 - Eula Tourney
Dec. 30-Jim Ned-Here-6:30
Al the following games areat
7:00

Jan, 3--Highland--Here

Jan, 7--Hawley=-There

Jan, 10--Divide--Here

Jan, 14--Blackwell-~There
Jan, 16--Bronte--Here

Jan, 21--Eula-~Here

- e

Jan, 23--Hawley~--Here

Jan, 28--Divide--There

Jan, 30--Blackwell--Here

Feb, 4--Bronte--There

Feb, 6--Eula--There

See ya' at the ballgames,

Jackiel!

JR. HIGH SCHEDULE:

Jan, 6--Buffalo Gap--There

Jan, 13--Buttefield--Here

Jan, 20--Divide--Here

Feb, 3--ACHS Jr, Hi--Here
6:00

My ‘‘doctor’ Dad (M.D.O
was always a big believer in
jogging and tned, I'm afraid
in vain, to interest me in
the sport - but about as far
as | got was In wntng this
poem to ALL WOULD-BE
JOGGERS. In this column to-
day, 1 would like to dedicate
this to Mayor of Merkel,
M1, Lou David Allen, by spe~
clal request of his wife Rhoda:

““One day | went a jogging=-
| did it for my healt —= A vir-
tue moreimprtant Thanbeau-
ty, fun, or wealth,

I made the first block
briskly; The fresh air-tas-
ted’’ sweet; | waved and spoke
to everyone - But on ran
my flying feet,

Around the corner, | had
a )Jolt; Was attacked by a
ferocious dog! He nipped a
ortion of my jeans-l think
he was part ‘“‘hog’'!

Luckily, I found myself
JOggIng near a tree; 'Twasn’t
long before the top of it
Held a very nervous mel

I told the ‘monster’ to go
away And crept down cau-
tiously; Then slowed my pace
a little bit: walking better
suited me!

On the next street, | met
a friend Who stopped her car
to talk, Her parting words
rang in my ear “Do you
really want to walk?7?"”

1y determination con-
tinued strong-Then in a ‘very
public place’ 1 tripped on a
crack in the sidewalk, And
was sent sprawling on my
facel!

I laid there a good five
inute- Groping for strength
or which to draw; Was
t embarassed to get u
And just hoped nobody sawl

A valiant thrust of adrena-
lin Let me continue on my
trek,,l was going to make
this ‘‘earth-walk’’ If it broke
my silly neckl!!

Some bicyclerscircled me,
chiding, ‘“Is that all you have
to do?"”" As 1 jumped aside
to get out of their path, The
heel broke right off one shoel

By now, you can bet, I'd
headed home, But the wind had
begun to blow- Accompanied
by a ‘gust of dust’ That made
its own ‘‘big show”

With sand in my eye and
sand in my hair 1 hobbled
up to my door; Vowing, ve=
hemently under my breath,
Not to do this anymore:

Yet - | still go a jogging
To keep this ‘‘health-kick”
But | playitsafe; I play
it cool; 1 jog from room ft«
room!!

boom;

Fifty-three people were ir
attendance as the Trent

School Personnel-Board of
Education gathered at the
school cafeteria on Dec,1l

for the annual Husband-Wife
Christmas Party. The R.L.
Blands furnished delicious
barbeque and gravy - anc
the other grcup member:
supplied the salads, vegeta-
bles, breads, and desserts,
Christmas records provded
‘““dinner music’’, as the cou-
ples ate a delightful meal
and visited,

A surprise program by the
teachers, with Carolyn Land
as spokeswomen, had a few
surprises in store for Trent
Superintendent Dean King and
family and Principal Roy Neff
and family, After reading an
original — and very humorous
poem, in which Mrs, Land
explained some very myster-
ious’ disappearances’ of i-
tems from the office staff-
such as Mr, Neff’s paddle,
Mrs, King’s blue radio, and
Mr. King’s diploma —-~Miss
Bever, Mr-.nCathey, Mrs,
thomas, and Mrs, Allen pre-
sented the Kings with a large
gorgeous basket filled with
exoitc chee es, fruit, nuts,
etc, - and announced that
the faculty had enrolled them
in a club whereby they are
to receive a variety of
cheeses every month for a
year, The Neff’s received
an electric broiler-griddle
from the faculty, and it is
o dandy!!

Then everyone formed a
large circle around the tree
and a game of ‘“trade’ was
played as gifts were ex-
changed, ,,

Watch the 1stand 2nd grad-
ers on TV, Thursday, Dec,
19, over KTXS, Sweetwater,
at 4:0011
HAVE YOURSELF A MERR\
LITTLE CHRISTMASI!

March of Dimes volunteers
in many cities make prenatal-
care information in English
and Spanish avalilable
throughout low-income
areas,

Nursing Home News

By MARY OUTLAW

We have a few that have
coughs and colds but no ser=
seriously 1ll patients at this
tume,

Mrs. Stanley King, passed
away, She had only been with
us for a month but she had
many friends in Merkel, She
had told me she had wanted
to come back to Merkel
and that is what she did,
Our sympathy goes to her
son, Norman King and family
of Amarillo,

Mrs, Lee Ybarrapasseda-
way last week also, We had
Paula several years and she
was a brave person to stand
so0 much suffering and pain,
We will miss her very much
but we know she is a lot
better off where she is now
than she was here, Our sin-
cere sympathy is extended
to the family,

Sunday was a busy day a=-
round the Nursing Home, At
) a,m, Church of Christ had
their service, Then at 2 p.m,
the Xi-Nu Chi chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi came and
brought a huge cake and
pretty red punch and served
to all the patients. They sang
songs. It was such a nice
party and the patients and
I want to thank them for
coming,

Then at 3 o'clock Ham=-
by Baptist Church came for
church services which was
enjoyed,

At 4 o'clock some ot the
people came back with Larry
Gill fromtheChurchof Christ
and sang carols, Every one
was ready for bed by that
time, they had a full day,

We hadour Christmas Par-
ty for the Staff at the R.E.A.
building. Turkey and Dress-
ing and salads and all the
good things that makes
Christmas nice and enlarge

our waistline was served,
Everyone was able to attend
except Mrs, Jean Pippen who
had gone to take her little
boy to Dallas for eye sur=
gery and Lossesa Smith who
was sick., Out of town guests
who attended the party were
Mr., and Mrs, Charlie Crane
of Granbury and J. W, Cole,
Abilene, Of course, the staff
brought, therr husbands and
children, Mrs,, Crane was

Merkelites Kin
Dies in St. Louis

Cleo lile ,62, of Missoun,
son-in-law of Mrs, Ira Stan-
ley of Merkel, died at 5:30
p.m. Friday in DePaul Hos-
pital in St, Louis, Mo, Grave-
side rite were hold at 3:30
p.m, Sunday at Rose Hill
Cemetery in Merkel.

Starbuck Funeral Home
handled the funeral arrange=-
ment

Survivors include his wife,
Gerturde; a son, Merwyn
Lyles of Fort Worth; two
daughters, Mrs, Myrna Brit-
tain of Heidelburg, Germany,
and Mrs, Paxton Jones of
Fort Worth; several brothers
and sisters and four grand-
children.
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Mrs. Leach Host Sorority

Members and guests of Al= l'oomb,
pha Nu Nu met on December llam Booth, Tamm:y Booth,
Beverly Mawson, Vicki Rod-
riquez, Phyllis Shanks, Ce-
Steinborn and Rose

Page-2

here visiting her grandchild-
ren Pam and Ricky Hair and
Brenda,

We wish tothank Mrs, Min- .
nie Howard for the set of 3‘. l.'u-i at the ‘,)“'\l"(,.;“'“:
plates and the Hospital bed Church, Mrs, Dick Leachwa

he gave the Home hostess for the meeting.
\\5 welcome Mr, and Mrs, After the business meet=
Sam Hill into our home, Dr, ing, a program was given

svad Z - by Kathy Crawley of Lone
Sadler said S a etter ’ ‘
t ktl“ del f .‘trfll‘llh :Q‘;l( of Star Gas, S showed sever Starbuck, Larr) -]\l\lll'l‘.l).A.
a Ci ( 4 3 > Ga She 1

" " ~ookies. cake: Bishop, Ray Vanderwerker

e iope he does al Kkinds of coo ’ ; )

?l“ A:]d m‘:: nle:s‘:;te ach other and candies to make for Robert Harris, Jerry Magee,

’e(h:u tIdnd' Mrs ‘H(-.Alh u.f Christmas. She also gave Juan Ybarra, Marie Shanks,
Sw t‘f:(.\\alel '1~.lt.ed his mo= ideas on how to wrapthe spe- dt.«l lnul\! blldd"llh

ther Ada Beam F riday,

cial gifts of food, S———
Mr. and Mrs. Red Carroll Guests attending were ENIOR CITIZENS
Abilene visited her mother

Mmes: BenHicks, FredStar-
" < . buck, T. K. Anderson, Bob SCHEDULE EVENTS
Granny Bregendine, Sunday, Ist MOHdcy

Hammond, Joe Bettes, Henry
of Month  singing.

Trent Tax T el
Office Closed

lunchoon
T'he Trent Tax Offne will

J. D, Sandusky, wil-

cella

Brown,
Members attending were

Mmes: Dick Leach, George

Game N
Every Thurs.
& 4th Monday

be closed December 25th ar M 4th Thurs. GAME

December 26 for Christmas, Night Reserved
The Trent Public School

will be closed Dec, 20 and will forTalented Amateur.

resume Jan, 2,

WESTERN _ BOOTS

umsARCECO | IDEAL XMAS GIFT
- . ) WORK AND DRESS BOOTS
Airman Ascencio §

i COWTOWNS H&H TONY LAMA

| ’ ’
t { GOOD SELECTION OF CHILDERN’S
(:nmple - E BOOTS IN

ACME- TEXAS BRAND-
TONY LAMA

Ninth Street Grocery

r“xfﬂfﬁfﬁ:ﬁﬁ'fﬁ

E HAVE RECEIVED

o

.

Airman Marisela Asencio, )
daughter of Mr, and Mrs, )
Arnulfo C. Asencio of 108 :
Haynes, Merkel, has been )

)
)
)

assigned to Keesler AFB,
Miss,, after completing Alr
Force basic training.

During her six weeks at
the Air Training Command’s
Lackland AFB lex,, she
studied the Air Force mis-
sion, organization and cus-
toms and received special
instruction in human rela-
tions,

The airman has been as-
signed to the Technical
Training Cent2r at Keesler
for specialized training in
the administrative field,

Airman Asencio, a 147
graduate of Merkel High
School, attended Draughon’s
Business College, Abilene,

%
FARMERS UNION Y%
INSURANCES gg

%
%
%
%

TSI

OUR

CARDUI CALENDARS.
ONE STOP SERVICE B:éu.\—“

MERKEL DRUG
60.

e e e D T E e

o aiM('M 7/-.10'(
/)

INSURANCES

MACK SEYMORE
102 Edwards
928-5379

Merkel, Texas

: %ﬁ:‘ﬁiﬁ:‘ﬁ‘a‘ﬁ&%:‘ﬂ%

o
-

121 EDWARDS

3

NEW AMBULANCE SERVICE

FOR MERKEL-TRENT-NOODLE

AND MULBERRY CANYON
EFFECTIVE

JANUARY 1,1975

CALL THE MERKEL POLICE DEPT.

Phone 928-4766

-

{
'
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CHILI- HOT BAR-B-Q THURS. DEC. 19 - TUES. DEC. 24
POTATO SALAD BEANS BIG 64 OZ BOTILE

PIMENTO CHEESE

iy sewon, may | FOR_TREES - LIGHTS - PAPER
che opporeunity ol - _"FRUIT . NUTS & CANDY
BIFTS-

GOCA-COLA - DR.PEPPER or PEPSI

2%/  HAMS - TUR

LFIRST QUALITY

FRESH & FROZEN HENS

KEYS

GRADE A
WHOLE

BIRDSEYE

COOL WHIP &

79
FROZEN FOODS &

49¢

KEITH'S

BACON

R0ll$ 25,

DONALD DUCK 6 OZ.CAN

ﬂRANGE JUICE : e 49¢

MERKEL LOCKER

PKG.

" ISAUSAGE2 . $1 Hamburger . 63 cnmﬁ“"ﬁ‘l‘létgsss
{RIBSTEAK '

ROUND

STEAK . §1°

LOIN

STEAK . 31

b 25¢

DDDDDD

BANA NAS

«10¢

KKKKKK

HITE

POWERED

.2 39¢ | SUGAR s+ 1 | CLOROX |Cranberries.33¢

89¢ | Chocolate Chips » ©= 99¢

CCCCCCCCCCCCCC

PIE FILLER

19¢ [COCONUT ~ = T79¢

49

Tangermesm49¢

- {Mandarian Or Jes

CRIED =22

OOOOO

396 DATES *oxG. 39C

ONIONS

TIDE

« 10¢

LIMIT ONE

WITH $7.50 PURCHASE
CIGARETTES 179

CELERY sm«

19¢

FAMILY
SIZE

RRRRR

Craneenry Shuce -

33
CEAN SPRAY 39¢ MI[K M;\%RI%%DCL)D $ REG. HOMO

GANDY

300 SIZE

PINEAPPLE

DEL-MONTE.
CHUNKS 15 oz.

WHIPPING CREAM

SOUR CREAM FOREMOST

20¢ CREAM s ionse

CAN

COCKTAIL

GARRETTS GRADE-A- LARGE
DOZ

ASPARAGUS

DEL-MONTE 39c
0|.E

PARKAY

DEL-MONTE c
SPEARS TOM
15 OZ. CAN SCOT

Green Beans

DEL-MONTE WHOLE
303 CAN

- 9"

PEAS

DEL-MONTE ENGLISH
303 CAN  2for

USDA APPROVED
TO REDEEM
FOOD' STAMPS

HEINZ SWEET MIXED igc
16 oz

Double Premiums
jj On WEDNESDAY ON

_wm / Purchase of $2.50

YA M S KIMBELLS SQUAT CAN 59c 4
- 00D | Save Valuable

GOLD MEDAL
LIMIT 1

79¢ \ FOOD STORE Cash Bt Tl

e " For Premiums



Miscellaneous

LOTS FOR SALE in Western

FOR MONUMENTS Heights and other locations

"ﬂd
in the city limits in Merkel
\
CEMETERY CURBING Contact H. J. Carson or
ML Sarg  Noster Nolan Palmer,
MC4 Herring Dr 6-tf«
Merkel Texas OUSE FOR SALE 3 large
Phone 8-5565 edrooms, 1 1 2 baths, cen-
. i eal - . (41 dal es
. Sannad baekya . sebment
Buy Your Prepaid ‘ and enclosed stern,
Funeral Plan Direct Fron e garage pecan and
I'he Funeral Home and dave a Near School
STARBUCK ey Fyly rer e
-41 A 17-644-
FUNERAL HOME 135. Can be show ap-
el N S— intment. ( be .
ANk Sl ng Da

MERKEL VFW " o
POST 5683 Vi -« fa

MONTHLY s M, e hig
! wWels ndas irgdel
REG MEETING , . . . .diince 925-488
’;30 ’1“4 l > A a g“
SECOND THURSDAY 41-4tc
POST & LADIES AUXILARY FOR SALE - Calves 7 to
! e ays o©id, Healthy an
Y'ALL COME NUw ’ starts bottle, Free de-
livery on 10 cr more, Area
MASONIC AFETING ode 214-223- after 7
Stated meeting of Mer- P. I SIS
kel Lodge No, TI0 om =U=oct
2nd Saturday and 4th
'\ Thursday of each moat!l (R SALE 1969 Dodge
at 7.30 pom. Vistors welcomae, Super pe {a mplete
Members urged to attend, notor srhaul. Special -
PETE MORGAN. WM § i Wozencraft -
Ya k or 28-5545,
ROY MASHBURN, K Sec'y " [ 40-t4c
And  hay ( SALL Recourd playe
it an, Ph d §1 Radio $10,
JIR Saw - Motor $35;
u GoO=-carnt 32 as ref 1g.
$20. N Whart
FOR QUALITY work at rea- 43-1¢
sonable prices call Randy’s
Upholstery, 6 f--;J~.‘tfi;: FOR SALE - 1a Mot
*ae. > { - 4 evaporatuve
2 q ta, Abi-
ett : rowr ene. Ph,602-304€ after 5: 0
-~ t full g W I 43-1t
} & . Nal Dia
W\Mm;v.\ﬂv‘ Flaste unted whole=
3 Help Wanted g aques. 108 Orange, 928-
41-4t
- Par " -
1 - F( SALE: Booklet ‘““His-
F > ) 28« t f Merkel School’’ $2.
e ( gft for an
{ hY - M: H. C. Rad
1 Merke Texas
~ \ 494 43-1 4
A [
vt L ]
-u REPORT YOUR NEWS
" BY CALLING
: A i 285712
Al | S _—

LUCAS & HAYS
WELDING
M Kent

42 -4t

§ For Rent ; All Types
L N PPN PN Woldmg

: et 8188 Ph. 928-5630 or
APAR - ENTF "‘ 5 e 928-5794

kl( REN :: - " 3 WANIED
; WHEAT OR OAT

PASTURAGE FOR
LIGHT CALVES

SEAT COVER
CENTER

*Seat Covers
*Truck Cushions

CONTACT
R. L BLAND
862-2951
OR
862-201

*Door Panels
*Arm Rests
*Heodliners
56 BUTTERNU1

677-1349

ABILENE

The Merkel Mail
PUBLISHERS STATEMENT
Established in 1889

Published weekly at 516 N Second St., Merkel, Texas

Entered at the Post Office at Merkel, Texas, 79536
as second class mail,

Any erroneous reflection upon the character, standing of
reputation of any person, firm or corporation, which may
appear in the columns of the newspaper will be corrected,
gladly. upon being brougnht to the attention of the publisher

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 34.00 Per Year Taylor and adjoin-

ing counties, $4.50 Per Year outside of T
ing counties, . e
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PRESTIGE 4
q_P HOMES & f Card of Thanks
PROPERTIES NN NSNS NI NS IS NSNS
317 N. Willis Suite 20 MY SINCERE THANKS to
Abilene 673-6444 y f11end and eighbors for
their many deeds of kindness,
SW Merkel - large oak, wil- the flowers, cards, and visits,
w and mesquite trees sur- during my recent stay in the
inding a large, deep tank Hospital
nakes this scenic placeideal Clarence Newton
ite or secluded 43-14
eatl il spot, 25 acres-
t vatl
C H( k acre farm n cad m ThOﬂk’
FM 2746 SW Anson, 110 in
tivat sandy loam, good I WISH TO take this way
well Stock tar riced f{ to thank each and every one
UICK sale, for your kind rememberances
of me during my long stay in
MERKEL =~ s ws 3 bed- the Hospital, your cards,
m home, ! 34 baths, pkes, letters, phone calls,
paneled de formal dinung, jretty  books, Gifts, food,
e fire place, central air, gprayers, visits and flowers
. ts  wit well & umy made my stay more plea-
r o sant, Let’'s not h-rge( the
Ministers who came to m)
Shannon Teal..... 692-0787 pedside. Word cannot exe
Jewel Nixon, ., .....692-5552 press my deep appreciation,
Pauline Butman, ,...692-2222 Gladys Swinney
REAL TCRS 43-1tp
MERKEL BRANCH OFFICE

Pat & Billy Neff
1515 Heath

Equal Housing Opportunity

928-5623

WE WOULD LIKE to thank

all of you who helped in any
yood vestment 2bed 1 bath way durng the illn ess and
ents for $¢ ' loss of our “‘Beloved Mother"?
Mrs, M. J. Shaw, We would
rge Austi tone 2 like to especially thank Dr,
wcre Sadler, Vivian and Dr. Gant,
May God Ble: s eachof you,

2 bed-1 den-1 1/2bath. Close e Family of

Is, fenced yard., VA Mrs, M, J. Shaw

Linda Cravens
Marge Sheppard

Harold Walker
Phone 928-5872

202 Cherry

43-11tg

Card of Thanks 1

THE FAMILY
King would like to thank all

OF Winnie

Jerry Goode

Merke i28-5340 of their friends for the kind=-
ess and sympathy during
\ ,‘ her stay here in Merkel and
- at the time of her death and
ur time of sorrow,
. L Norman and Nell King
Senter Realtors 677-1811 Mr. & Mrs, B, C.Callaway
Mr. & Mrs, Frank Beier-
schmitt
®eecseccccsccccsoced
. ° ir. & Mrs. Chnst King
. WE PAY . 43-1tc
: I50% OVER FACE : B N ~
3 o )
e VALUE FOR Al e 1) Card of Thanks :)
: SILVER CONS : PRI Y NN
e (5250 FOR $100 §  Duni you for all your
. ® nrayers, cards, and visit
- SILVER/We pay 25¢ : during my stay in the hos-
. . . L3 'n(d:. hla'. U\i bless all uf
’ ' v
4 for silver dimes e You. A special thanks to Bro,
:PRA"S CO,N & : McAnally and 2al] rela-
s e tves
: STAMP SHOP : Mrs. Morns B Smith
112 Locust
- 2155 S. Ist. - 43-1tc
4 Abilena. Tex. e
e
@ SR S - - All Typos-
¢ i .
8 DIRT ] Building
] ROCK & GRAVEL | &
: LEVEL & REPAR = Remodeling
DRIVEWAYS [} Work
= ] Albert Gregory
Call Evenings
¥ e 928-5474
] i
] i
] |
- ]

h---------

FLORAL CO

MRS, ERNEST W, ESTES

A New Water Well
Drilled? Also Install

Meyers Subs &
Jocuzzi Jets

ROBERT HIGGINS
928-5998

FOR YOUR
BUILDING ANC
REMODELING

NEEDS

FRED RICHIE '
. 928-5030 :

L ) Crssnnan

Bpescsccscsess@ssescse

L

P
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AUSTIN, Tex.— Insurance
fraud investigations are mov-~
ing forward on several fronts.

~—Insurance Board Chair-
man Joe Christie announced
he has assigned a fulltime
investigator to assist District
Atty. Wiley Cheatham of
(Cuero in looking into com-
plaints that high - rolling
agents are flim-flamming old

folks.

—Cheatham, who helped
uncover the veterans land
scandals of the 19560’s,
launched the probe last sum-
mer and termed the offenses
of major proportions.

~A House of Representa-
tives sub-committee also has
been reactivated to check
into the complaints and hear
recommendations of top offi-
cials involved.

-Christie said Cheatham
may convene a grand jury to
look into possibility of fault
within the State Board of
Insurance for not stopping
practices.

Since initial arrests of two
men in Cuero, Christie said
30 agents have lost licenses
for a variety of offenses and
seven companies have been
referred to the attorney gen-
eral for possible fraud prose-
cution in sale of health and
auto insurance to the elderly.

A State Insurance Board
investigator said “goose
lists” of gullible old people
are used by unscrupulous in-
surance agents to sell mil-
lions of dollars in health in-
surance each yvear. He said
seven companies agreed to
refund $£300,000 to Texans
bilked by agents. A West
Texas couple reportedly paid
more than $20,000 in pre-
miums for health insurance
in two years.

AUSTERE INAUGURA-
TION — Austere inaugural
ceremonies are planned for
Gov. Dolph Briscoe and Lt.
Gov. Bill Hobby here Janu-
ary 21.

Gone is the traditional pa-
rade down Congress Ave. And
gone are the five or six in
augural balls scattered
around the Capital City.

Briscoe and Hobby will
take their second-term oaths
of office in ce >monies In
front of the state capitol, as
their predecessors aave done.
After that, a public reception
will be held in the capitol
rotunda.

While the ceremonies them-
selves are simple, however,
due to economic problems
and an energy crisis, Demo-
crats will be whooping it up
at a January 20 inaugural
“victory dinner” and a Janu-
ary 21 reception.

Democrats hope to take in
nearly $90,000 for party ac-

FOR THOSE GOOD

SHELL PRODUCTS
STOP BY

DISHMAN'S
SHELL

2N KENT
928-5222
MECHANIC ON DUTY

J. L. FISHER
FINA SERVICE

TWO LOCATIONS

MERKEL
AUTO PARTS

921 N. ?nd

WE WELCOME
YOUR BUSINESS

' S;TATE CAPITAL
Highlights
~Sidelights

by Lyndell Wilhams

TERAS PRESS

tivities from the dinner,

PROGRAMS PLANNED -
A governor's recommenda-
tion to combine the Texas
Highway Department and
Mass Transportation Com-
mission into a “Texas De-
partment of Highways and
Public Transportation” is be
ing framed for submission to
the legislature next month.
Briscoe said the recom-
mendation is one of a series
to “effectuate efficiency and
effectiveness and . . . realis-
tically (to) eliminate costly
duplication of effort.”
Earlier, Briscoe said he
will ask the 64th Legislature
to establish a “state register,”
an official public document
which would publish all pro-
posed state regulations and

scheduled meetings of
agencies. .
The register, maintained

by the secretary of state's
office, would be available on
a cost basis to every citizen
of the state. It is aimed at
providing the public “easy
access to every decision proc-
ess of Texas State Govern-
ment,” Briscoe said. The gov-
ernor pointed out that pres-
ent procedures of public no-

tice in general circulation
newspapers should be con-
tinued.

GOVERNOR RECOVERING
—Governor Briscoe is back
on limited duty at the gover-
nor's mansion after being
hospitalized with acute ne-
phritis, a kidney ailment.

Doctors said he is recov-
ering satisfactorily, although
his illness was ‘“very serious.”
He must return to the hos-
pital for kidney tests this
WeeK.

Briscoe was stricken as he
was preparing to depart (or
the national Democratic

mini - convention in Kansas
City December He was
hospitalized in San Antonio

for four days and then al-

lowed to return to the man-
sion for another 10 days’
rest,

COURTS SPEAK A San

Antonio district court grant-
ed a temporary injunction
against business schools in
five Texas cities accused of
violating state consumer laws.

Texas International Air-
lines took its fight to con-

tinue flying out of Dallas’
Love Field (instead of the
new Dallas-Fort Worth Air-

port) to district court here.
The Texas Supreme Court,

in a spilt decision, held
Lower Colorado River Au-
thority can raise rates for

electricity in San Marcos
without city council approval.

Reversing itself, the Court
of Criminal Appeals upheld
a life sentence given a San

Antonio man for sale of
heroin.
AG OPINIONS—A district

clerk is required to furnish
an adoption case file to the
Department of Public Wel-
fare within a reasonable
time of the entry of an adop-
tion decree, Atty. Gen. John
Hill held.

In other recent opinions
Hill concluded:

A library board acting
without rule-making or judi-
cial power does not have to
conform to the open meetings
act.

ePublic employees aren't
entitled to premium pay for
holiday work but are entitled
to time and a half for work
over 40 hours a week. Hill
supplied the formula for com-
puting overtime pay for pub-
lic workers.

*Minutes of school board
meetings and data on sex,
ethnic origin, salaries, title
and dates of employment of

government employees are
open to public inspection.
*A business to obtain a

sales tax permit must post
required bond or security,
Bonds will vary with the tax-
paying record of the prede-
cessor business,
IMPACT STUDY ORDERED
—State agencies were called
on by the Governor to assess
impact of President Ford’s
plan to reduce current feder-
al spending by $4.6 billion.
He said the cuts may have
“substantial” impact on fed-
erally-aided state programs.
The Governor asked the
agencies to analyze the prop-
osed cuts in terms of dollar
effect for Texas, effect on
programs and effect on the
people. A summary of agency
responses will be prepared
for submission to the Texas
congressional delegation,
REPRESENTATION IN-
CREASED-—Texas will prob-
ably double its strength on
the Democratic  National
Committee as the result of
action at the party's mini-
convention in Kansas City,
While the state now has
six votes on the body, it ap-

ASSOCIATION

»w

parently will have !2 under
the enlarged committee an-
proved by the mini-conven-
tion.

Texas, like all other
states, must conduct a vigor-
ous Affirmative Action l.‘ro-
gram to increase participa-
tion in party affairs by wo-
men, minorities and youth.

SHORT SNORTS

Texas Republicans already
are being urged to start re-
cruiting activities for 1‘.076.
and even 1978, particularly in
legislative, courthouse and
congressional races.

Curt J. Steib of San .-\'n-
gelo has been named diat.rfct
judge of the 119th judicial
district effective January 1.
He succeeds Judge Glenn R.
Lewis of San Angelo who re-
signed. e

Texas business activity
rose between September and
October, according to the
University of Texas Bureau
of Business Research.

Lewis B. Seward has been
promoted to assistant exe
cutive director of Texas

Water Development Board.

And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for. behold,
| bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you 1is
in the city of
David a Saviour,
Christ the Lord

born this day
which is

And this shall be a

S1gn
unto vou Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a
manger

THE STATE OF TEXA
Fo any Sheriff or any Con-
stable within the State of
Fexas - GREETING:

You arehereby commanded
to cause to be published once
each week for four consecu=
tive weeks, the first publica-
tion to be at least twenty=-
elght days before the return
day thereof, in a newspaper

printed in Taylor County,
lFexas, the accompanying ci=

tation, of which the herein
below following is a true
copy.

CITATION BY
PUBLICATION
T'HE STATE OF TEXAS
TO: Edwin L ee Mills, De-

fendant, Greeting:
YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before

the Honorable Domestic Re-
lations Court of Taylor Coun-
ty at the Courthouse thereof,
in Abilene, Texas, by filing
a4 written answer at or be-
fore 10 o'clock A.M. of the
first Monday next after the
expiration of forty-two days
from the date of the issuance
of this citation, same being
the 27th day of January A.D,
1975, to Plaintiff’s Petition
filed in said court, on the

20th day of August AD, 1974

Pot Luck Supper

Dec. 20

A Christmas Pot Luc k Sup=
per will be held atthe Merkel
V.F.W. Post Friday, Dec, 20
at 7:30 p.m, for members and
family only,

Bring a dish and enjoy a
holiday get together, )

A Thanksgiving Bar-B-Q
Supper was held last month
with an abundance of tasty
dishes made by the Ladies
Auxiliary, A variety of meats
were barbecued by severa)
gentlemen of the V.F. W, Ex-
tra food was donated to pa=
tients of the Star: Nursing
Home,

PUBLIC
NOTICE

NOTICE OF TAX RENDITION

I, Mona Faye Bartlett, As« »
sessor and Collector of Taxes
of the Merkel Independent
School District, do hereby
give public notice that al
persons, firms, corporations
and associations, beginning
January 1 or before the first
day of May of each and every
shall furnish the As-

e~sor of Taxes a full and
omplete statement, list and ¢
schedule, verified by affida-
vit, of all real and personal
property situated in the Mer-
kel Independent School Dis-

year,

trict, and all personal pro-
perty located elswhere and
subject to taxation in the
Merkel Independent School
District, owned, held or con-
trolled by them, or in their
possession as agent or cus-
todian on the first day of Jan-

uary, and shall in said state-
ment state the name and ad-
dre-s of the owner or owners ¢
of such property, Such list
statement and schedule must
be filed with the office of the
Assessor and Collector
laxes of the Merkel Inde-
pendent School District, Mer-

I."\.t\.

of s

kel,

Witness my hand this 1uth
day of December, 1974,
Mona Faye Bartlett

Assessor and Collector
f Taxes for the
Merkel Independent
School District
431

NOTICE -

in this cause, numbered 1695~

DR on the docket of sad
court and styled Ruey Faye
Mills, Plaintiff vs,., Edwin
Lee Mills, Defendant

A bnef statement of the
nature of this swt 1 is
follows, to=-wit:

Divorce, no children, and
no community property. Par-
ties married on or about
September 26, 1973, Sepa-
rated on or about August 19,
1974 as Is more fully shown
by Plaintiff’s Petition on file

in this suit

If this citationis not served
within ninety days after the
date of its issuance, it shall
be returned unserved,

The officer executing this
writ shall promptly -erve
the same accerding to re-
Quirements of law, and the
mandates hereof, and make
due return as the law directs,

Issued and given under my
hand and the seal of said court
at Abilene, Texas, this the
11th day of December AD.
1974,

(SEAL)
Attest: Irene Crawford,
District Clerk Domestic
Relations Court, Taylor
County, Texas; By Judy
Kiser, Deputy.
43-4tc

PUBLIC

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To any Sheriff or any Con-
stable within the State of
Texas — GREETING:

You are hereby commanded
to cause to be published once
each week for four consecu-
tive weeks, the first publica-
ton to be at least twenty-
eight days befcre the return
day thereof, in a newspaper
printed in Taylor County,
Texas, the accompanying cie-
tation, of which the herein

below following is a true
copy.
CITATION BY
PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO: Mrs, L.J. Allison, De~
fendant, Greeting:

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the
Honorable 42nd District
Court of Taylor County atthe
Courthouse thereof, in Abi=-
lene, Texas, by filing a writ-
ten answer at or before 10
o'clock A M, ofthefirst Mon=
day next after the expiration
of forty-two days from the
date of the issuance of this
citation, same being the 27
day of January A.D. in 1975,
to  Plaintift’s Petition filed
in  sald court, on the 30th
day of October A.D. 1974,
In this cause, numbered

NOTICE

34,651-A on the docket of said
court and styled Jim Vander-
veer, and wife Mary vander-
veer, Plaintiff, vs. Bernardo
Paredes, and wife Guadalupe
Paredes, and Mrs, L.J. Alll-
son, Defendant,

A brief statement of the
nature of this sut 1s as
follows, to-wit: Lot 13, Block
2, R. L. Over Subdivision,
of Block 5, Over Place Addi-
tion to the City of Abilene,
Taylor County, Texas, Tre-
pass Try Title.
pass Try Title as is more
fully shown by Plaintiff’s
Petition on file in this sut

If this citationis not served
within ninety days after the
date of its issuance, it shall
be returned un:erved,

The officer executing this
writ shall promptly serve
the same according to re-
Quirements of law, and the
mandates hereof, and make
due return as the law directs,

Issued and given under my
hand and the seal of said
court at Abilene, Texas, this
the 12th day of Decembel
A.D, 1974,

(SEAL) .

Attest: Irene Crawford)
District Clerk. 42nd District
Court Taylor County, Texas
By Faye Temz, Deputy.

43-4tc
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JOCILLE BRADY
The Fileld Representative
’ of the Woodn il { the World
et witl the local Brouj
King the construction of
F e tw baseball parks, . The
Woodman of the Wor IdF ater=
tOUrganizationis interested
1 ur project and they have
fered to help, This offer
t help may be the boost
Ve need to get this project

I Alu"b faster,
cludes their

I'he offer in-
office facilities

and help in secur=-

)
iegal aid,

Ing donations of material and

ney, There is alsoapossi=-
bility of financial help from
the organizaticn as well as

wunteer labor,

Al the present time we are
the pruchase of
the land for the ballfields, As

w -tu-b n

as this is completed

'k can begin,
;t .'..l . ] (llll..' tl‘ ‘Nll l‘(l"l.-
tion that some businesse

1ave been contacted for dona=
tions for ourproject, We have
not made any plans for con=
tacting the businesses for

Volunteers in the March
of Dimes College Action Pro-
gram (CAP) sponsor health
education programs about

medical advances in the pre=-
vention and treatment of birth
«’P!H'L\,

] /

n teu

| [

tocal

$£25.00 to the Tri-(

friends, we

J

shes fJor

Best wi
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MERKEI
I'ut sday, December 1

of \o"l‘/v"fo (

hat e

Big Christmas
Savings From

10 to 65" Off

Come And See

Our Bargains

(® WESTERN HOUSE

MERKEL

RISTMAS SA
25% OFF ON

ALL PANTS & BOOTS
COWTOWN BOOTS

INSULATED COVERALLS

For - $23.95

While The

SHIRTS - WESTERN
Reg. $14.95 FOR $]095

SALE ON

Citizen Band Radio’s
& Antenna’'s

INSTALLED FREE

20 % OFF ON
ALL WINTER COATS

CK TERMINA

RT. 1 MERKEL, TEXAS

MAII

, 1974
cash donations, If we do in
the

future, there will be ade

ince  announcements made
here | the paper and =
citor i1l be properly iden-
tified, If anyone else asks
for a donation In our name
please do not make a donae=
tl and contact local ]"il( €.

MNeket sales for the ture

keys to be given away Sate-
urday, Dec, 21, are going
well, If you have not bought
our utckets you ma call
Jocille Brady at 928-5705
r Melba Glassock at (28-
4883
I'he date forour next meet=
Ing was set for Jan, 6 at the
Asterold Restaurant at 8:00,
e Taylor Electric Coop
has donated the $25. prize
ney which they won for the
floatintheChristmas parade,
Our thermometer 1s now at
the $i0 mark.nThe bank
balance for the project is
over 31:
AR
Donations:
Mr., & M Starbuck and
Jol 1 e Christ-

o ] s L irea
Mr. & Mrs, Den Hart and
famil | 1eu of Christ-

\ cardad t i1rea
ETRONE . oo o nana $25,
Faylor Electric Coop
prize money, . «$25

contributed

.

& ;
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0
0

v
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X
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NETTA STEPHAN
. . adds two for the girls

olice

Etfective January 1, 175,
the City of Merkel, will as-
ume ibility of
perating the Ambulance Ser-
vice for Merkel and sur-
rounding
Tis

placed «

the

reshHo

areas
responsibility waz:
m the Chief of Police
i maintain Ame-
bulance ervice, At present
an ambulance w surchased
frzom Norths Funeral Home

Abllene, We feel Mr. Nortl

L rgamze

T.E.l. Class
Hqs Party

. Sunday School

Class of First BaptistChurch

had their annual Christmas
dinner at the Asteroid Rest-
rant Monday night,

Alter a delicious meal,
! Kenneth Jones gave a
devotional the Birth of
Christ,

T'he ASS | resented the
Pasto and Mrs, Kenneth
Jones with a gift,

Fose present to enjoy the
fellowship were Mr, and Mrs,
Ea Baze, M1 and Mrs,
Albert Criswell, Mr and
M1 Dent Gibson, Sylvia
Thomas, Minnie Carey, Hob
Robertson, Besslie Clack,
Lucy Ford, Jewel Dunagin,
Maggre Renfro, Callie New-

n Fave Brown, Bessie
Perry, Vivian Winter, Leota
Sherell, Ruby Jinkens, Ora
Griggs, Mr, and Mrs, Bud
McKeever, Dewey Fleming
ind Hester Martin

BADGER

BASKETBALL

By JIM WHARTON
[Last Tue:day the mighty
Merkel Badger boys Anni-
hilated Albany, their wreath-
arche-rivals, 75-46,
High pointers for that game
were Robert Robert Morgan
with 24 points, Darel Bunch
with 13 points and Jackie

Sims with 10 points,
F'hen, on Friday night,

Merkel played Winters, a
AA school. Again the Bade-
gers came through with a
winning score at 82-55, The
high scorers for the Winters
game were Darrell Reagan
with 18 points, Robert Mor-
gan with 14 points, thencame
Doug Hutchings, JackieSims,
and Andy Hart all scoring
10 points,
Merkel really
thing to be proud of this
After a football sea-
8wins and 2 losses; and
now, a basketball team that
hasnt’ lost, The fighting Bad-

sending

has some=

year,

son of

ger Boys now have 11 wins
and losses as of Friday,
Dec, 13,

Tye Elementary
Beats Hamby

I'ye Elementary
Butterfield school Friday,
Dec, 13, The boys were de-
feated 28-14 and the girls
won 3-0,

played

Monday Tye Elementary
played Hamby inbasketball at
Tye. /'The boys won 20-2 and
the girlswon 12-8inovertime
play.

e scores for the two boys
games combined were: Billy
Morgan, 4; Ricky Mathewson,
18; Larry Higle, 2; James
Turner, 2; Cary Metts, 6; Al-
lan Boyle, 2; and alsoplaying
were Randy Martinez, David
Sims, and Johnny Brazell,
The girls scores for the
two games were: Kim Bien,
12; Angie Wells, Coleta Bar-
ley, Linda Graves and Alice
Berry.

Next game will be in Jan-
uary,

Repnrt

very generous in selling
the ambulance and equipe
ment at the price he charged
the City Of Merkel. The am-
bulance is now in Merkel
and 1s undergoing checks for
proper performance and
and Emergency Equpment,

Mr, Fred and GeorgeStar-
buck were kind enough to as-
sist in checking the ambu-
lance for the proper amount
and type of emergen.y equip=
ment and assisting Chief
Brouassard in preparing and
ubmitting the forms re-
quired for Incurance Ser-
vice and obtaining a Permit
To Operate from the Texas
State Department Of Health,

The ambulance will be
operated by the Police De-
partment, and all personnel
will be trained in the opera=-
tion of all emergency equip-
ment and trainedinFirst Aid,
and will be trained contine
uously onall equipment main=-
tained by the Amublance Ser-
vice,

I'here will benochanges on
how, when or where the am-
bulance will operate. There
also will be no change- as to
how much theCity will charge
in comparison as to what Mr,
Starbuck was charging. The
only difference you will ob-
serve in the Ambulance Ser-
vice will be different peo-
ple operating the service,

Each Police Officer have a
Police Phone and Police Ra-
dio in their residence, so the
Police Telephone number will
be used to call anambulance,
F'his number is 928-4766,
When you call this number,
there will always be someone
to answer the telephone with
the capability to dispatch the
ambulance where it 1s re-
quested,

A follow up report will be
made in the next addition of
the Merkel Mail relating to
the Ambulance Service, how=
ever, if anyone has any ques=
tions on anything pertaining
to the ambulance, do not lis-
ten to rumors, call Chief Jim
Broussard at 928-4766 and he
will be more than happy to
explain to anyone how the
service will operate, Just
remember that there will be
no break down in the opera-
tion of the Ambulance in our
darea,

rormer Merkel
Resident Dies

Mrs, Mary Emma Ste-
phens, 88, of Houston and
formerly of Merkel, died at
1:55 a,m, Wednesday at Cen -
ter Pavillion Hospital in
Hous ton, Services were held
at 2 p.m, Saturday in Star-
buck Funeral Home Chapel.

The Rev, Kenneth Jones,
pastor of First Baptist
Church, officiated, Burial
was in Elmwcod Memorial
Park in Abl lene,

Born Mary Emma Lander
on Feb, 20, 1886, in Pitts-
burgh, Pa., Mrs. Stephens
was a Baptist, She moved to
Merkel in 1963, Her husband,
Lon Stephens, nreceded her
in death,

Survivors include one
daughter, Mrc, Marceline
Moore of Houston; one son,
Albert of Wichita Falls; five
grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchildren,

Dance At
Cooper Friday

The Cooper Gennis Pa-
tron’s Club is sponsoring a
Square Dance, Friday, De-
cember 20, at the Cooper
High School Gym at 8 p.m,

Tickets for the dance are
$2.50 per couple and $1.50
single. They may be pur-
chased at the door,

Proceeds from the dance
will be used toward purchas-
ing wind screens for the
courts, according to Frank
Meyers, president of the club,

Badger

By DAREL BUNCH

As you know, Christmas
is almost here and everyone
is hurrying to get all their
shopping done. Besid es the
hurry for Christmas, every=
one has been busy at school,
S0 many activities have oc-
curred at one time in the
past few weeks that Santa's
helpers haven’t had much
time to themselves; Sammy
Badger and [ have asked Phyl=
lis Shanks to be our guest
writer this week,

‘‘Last week, the Home and
Family Living class went to
Wilson's Jewelry Store and
Castille’s Hardware, They
learned about diamond se-
lections, china, glassware,
and pottery, The reason for
this was because of a wedding
which was held Tuesday
morning at 8:45 a.m, in the
Merkel High School audi-
torium, Jackie Sims and Don-
na White were married by the
preacher, Andy Hart. Billy
Watts was the best man, and
Phyllis Shanks was the maid
of honor, Groomsmen were
Larry Cox, Mike Magee,
Wayne Webb, and Steve Cas~
tille, Bridesmaid were Bob~-
bie Hobbs, Gale Ware, and
Nancy Fudge. The parents
of the bride was Mendes
Moreno and Patsy Ascencio,
Groom’s parents were Lon-
nie Carter and Pam Hagar,
The receiption followed in
the living room with punch
and cake served by Rachel
Vasquez and Theresa Law-
rence. About 60 guests were
present, Pianist was Rhonda
White, Ann’s Flowers fur-
nished the arch and flowers
which really added to the
ceremony, Spensor for the
HFL class is Mrs, Mary
Grimes,

Consumer Education has
been going on field trips to
several of the p,sinesses in
Merkel, They visited Car-
son’s and Wilson’s and
learned about selections of
foods, One of their projects
was to buy and prepare a

Mrs. Doan
Shower

Honoree

Mrs. Gaylon Doan was the
honoree for a bridal shower
given December 2nd in the
home of Mrs. David Gamble,

Mrs. Gamble greeted
guests and presented to Mrs,
Doan,

The table was laid with an
ecru cut work and em-
broidered cloth centered with
an arrangement of brown and
orange in a bronze center=-
piece. Punchwas pouredfrom
a green carnival glass bowl,
Mrs, George Peachy poured
punch and Miss Cathy Hen-
drix served the cake.
served the cake.

Mrs, Doan,
Debbi Caffey
of remedial reading in the
Merkel Elementary School,
Mr, and Mrs. Doan were mar=-
ried Homecoming Day,

Drawing Winners
Are Listed

Winners in the merchants
Christmas drawing last week
were as follows:

$100 - Willie Reynolds

the former
is a teacher

$50 -~ Mrs, Hugh Baker
$25 -~ Mrs, Ogletree of
Trent

$10 - E. H. Martin

$5 - Donnie Tutt

$5 - Leon Kelso

$5 - Frank Breaux

The last drawing will be
held Saturday at 3:30 p.m,
at N, 2nd and Edwards,

The March of Dimes re-
ports affect the daily lives
of about 15 million Ameri-
cans,

Tracks

meal for 18 people, It sure
smelled good, too, They vi-
sited Max Murrell Chevrolet
and Palmes Pontlac and
learned what to look for in
buying a new or used car,
Next week, they will go to
the bank and learn about open=
ing a checking account and
other services a bank offers,
This class is made up of six
boys. Steve West, Tony Shu~
gart, Larry Cox, Jerry Cox,
Mendes Moreno, and Gregg
Doan,

Last week, the Student
Council sponsored a door=
decorating contest, Thedoors
were judged Tuesday morn-
ing by Mrs, Cathy Malune,
Mrs, Orsborne, and Mrs,
Sandusky., First place rib-
bon went to Coach Aldridge’s
activity period class, Second
place ribbon went to Mrs,
Dudley’s class, Third place
ribbon went to Miss Penick’s
class, Congratulations|

The National Honor Soclety
1S wrapping Christmas pack-
ages this Saturday, December
21, at the Senior Citizens
Building from © to 5. Anyone
needing packages wrapped,
please bring them by. If you
furnish the paper and ac-
cessories, it's free. If the
NHS, furnishe: them, there
will be a 25¢ charge. They
really do a nice job.

The National Honor Society
would also like to announce
that Jerre Stephan is the
Outstanding Student of the

Month for December. Con-
grats! to Jerre for doing
her best,

Our FHA has a new way
of honoring our teachers on
their birthdays by remems=-
bering them with red car-
nations, | think that is pret-
ty nice, Don’t you?

Over the holidays, s,
Windsor and some of her
Library Aides will be tra-
veling to Austin to tour se-
veral libraries and other
places, Those library aides
attending are Jerre Smith,
Mike Magee, and Rhonda
White. I’d like to wish them
a safe journey down and back.

This Friday, several
events will take place, The
Choir and band will pre-
sent a Christmas program
after lunch in the high school
auditorium, Every one is in-
vited to attend, It’s a good
way to finish out 1974,

The Drama Department
will be presenting a pro-
gram Friday morming in the
auditorium, Miss Kathy Har-
key is the drama teacher at
MHS, All drama classes will
participate, There will be a
skit, a pantomine, threecoms=
mercials and a Christmas
play. The play, titled A Visit
From St. Nickolaus, has a
cast of 12 people, Wande
Braune is the MC and nar-
rator, Dorothy Constable-
Dancer, Jackie Harris -Cu-
pid, Vicki Lollar-dDonder,
Scotty Carlisle-Vixen, Da-
vid Copeland-Prancer, Ray
King-Husband, Delton Mar-
tin-Comet, Jackie Sims=-
Dasher, Buddy Morgan, Santa
Claus, James Williams-Blit-
zen, and Billy Watts as Ru-
dolph,

All of the Drama students
helped furnish decorations
for the stage, Scotty Carlisle,
Tim Wozencraft, and Johnny
Holmes furnished the tree
which was a surprise for
Miss Harkey when she came
back to school and saw a
tree sitting in water. Thanks,
guysl

Well, 1’ve about run out of
news that I know, This is
the season to be happy. Many
people will be going home
for the holidays which means
driving to and from. There
will probably be plenty of
traffic. Sokeep everyone ahp-
py by driving carefully. Watch
out for the other guy and
we'll be able to see you next
year, That’s all for now.
BYE from Phyllis,

Note from Darel and Sam~
my: Gee thanks, Phvllis: we
will speak a good word to
Santa for youl

Good Selection Left
In Watches, Rings,
Giftware And
Housewares.

Shop For Christmas

Open Til 7:30 P.M.
Every Night

Wilson Jewelery

141 EDWARDS

PH. 928-5621

Merkelite's Sister
Buried Wednesday

Mrs, Ida Campbell, 95, of
Roby, died at 1 a.m, Tuesday
at Golden Haven Homefor the
Aged. Bervices were held at
2 p.m, Wednesday, Dec, 11,
at First Baptist Church,

The Rev. Allan Cartrite,
pastor, officiated. Burial fol-
lowed in Roby Cemetery, di~
rected by Weathersbee Fun~
eral Home,

Born lda Jame Bridges on
Nov, 26, 187 , in Dalton, Ga.,
she moved to Texas with her
parents in 1883, She moved
from Jones County to Fishe:
County in 1910,

She married Owen S.
Campbell on Dec, 26, 1v10,
and he died on July 7, 1926,

Mrs, Campbell wasa mem=
ber of First Baptist Church,

Survivors include one step-
son, Pres'on G, of Roby; one
stepdaughter, Mrs, Stella
Mae Brooks of Bakersfield,
Calif,; and one sister, Mrs,
Lucy Ford of Merkel,

““Is My Baby All Right?”
4 comprehensive book on the
causes, treatment, and pre-
vention of birth defects, i1s 2
valuable resource for both
health professionals and the
public, The authors are Dr,
Virginia Apgar and Joan
Beck,

0f

INSURANCE

ONE

INSURANCE

AGENCY
Phone 8-5151

'godd

stock of refrigerators, §
washers, dryers, T.V.'S, ¥
dishwashers, & ;
deep freeze |

Just In Time For Christmas
PALMER MOTOR CO.

AT EF

CONSERVE
AND SAVE

DISHB ASHEKR S 4

® 4 dishwavher will usu
takes as much ho
does a tull load. Sack

dishwasher and wunt
on

® Use onlv detergents manuia
washers 4 wetting agent

’lll\\r\ and sidverware

@ Clean the filter screen ofter
the effictency of vour dishwashe

Pick up your FREE
ENERGY CONSERVATION
Booklet trom

= Frigidaire

Home Cavironment Dividon of (ranery Moo

opy of

REMEMBER. REDDY SUPPLIES THE ENERGCY BITONLY YOU

CAN USEIT WISELY

L — N e
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(1) New 74 Grand Prixs . Taah e e
’ f 1 aSt ‘““For unt 1 A

1 is bor to us a s

1 Ventura 4 Door Sedan

given: and the government

shall be upon his shoulder:
We have (1) 74 CATALINA and his name shall be called
e haove O powe - SAVINGS esme Wonderful Counsellor, The
\:Kg’l- God, The everlasting
1974 FORD RANGER ‘. ton pckup Cimper P hthwr i Setaas bl

Peace,-'

Isiah 4:6)

With expectanc)y they
looked for the Promised one,
All of their hopes were bullt
around His coming. Can y
imagine along with me the
JOy that was theirs as the
heard the angels say, '‘Fear
not: for, behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people,
For unto you is born U. da
in the city of David, a Saviour
which i1s Christ the lord.”
lLuke 2:10-11) The greate-t
moment in thelir lives wa
spent as they looked upon
the face of the Chnist child,
The Messiah had come, The
first and greatest Christmas
gift given was from God to
man, for ‘“He gave His
begotten Son.” (John 3:16)

Just as in those days our
only hope for today lies in
the person of that first
Christmas gift, Jesus Christ,
If we could find ourselve
more earnestly to Him to
meet all our needs our lives
would be more abundant,

Perhaps 1if in the hustle
and bustle of each Christ-
mas season, we could spend
more time thinking on the
true meaning of Christmas,
the season would mean even
more to each of us and our
families, Perhpas if wecould
give our gifts with the same
love that God had in giving us
Hs son, our giving wou ld be
more rewarding. Let us truly
think upon Christmas by look«
ing to the Christ of Christ-

BT i THE MERKEL MAIL :

have a very Merry Christ-
mas and a prosperous New
Year,
Wayne Oglesby CECIL, STEVE, KAYE , JENNYE ,h DOROTHY, JODY, AND CAVID
Pastor, First Baptist
Church
Trent, Texas PRIy ST — s

. a W tank red § white col
!m :me'”;feltl:llc‘;”;ww e 54595
72 POlTII( Catana 4 door sedam 2. power, ¢ 2295

bronze colgi. with D aterior NICE. ONLY

7' FOID 1.2 ton pickup, | '.;r..sr-
It 5500, air-cond, REAL MICE e, 1995
72 CHEVROLET ' ton pickep 350 engime anr

power. new tires |ong wide bed. 2 tone green NICE ¢ 2495
ONLY

71 CHEVROLET wMonte Carlo ar power bucket

seats and comsole. local owner Dlack with white vinyl top ’2395

REAL PRETTY
70 BUICK i» Sadre & goor hardtop ar powss lue
- %995

with white anyl top ONLY . L s
73 PONTIAC Jitay 8 passanger wiges. ar, pones, §
fuggage rack. green cllor ONLY 3595

13 m' Vega - 4 speed, air-cond

Mag Wheels, Red color, :zEAi. NIC l-Z...‘.'. 52495
72 PONTIAC Cataina 4-v00r sedan aKm ﬁ”s

white with Dlack vinyl top, NICE .

71 PONTIAC Catanma 4 door s!m I powys, ﬁm

white color with biue vinyl fop

71 PONTIAC Catalina 4 doer sedan. aic. power
white color GOING FOR O’IL‘Y‘" ! “ ‘1395

73 MTIAC Grand Prix, air and

power, tilt wheel sterec tape player,
honey cone wheels, white w/white vinyl

top, New radial tires. A Steal at......... $ 3995

73 CHEVROLET  monte Cario an_ power sterss

adal 4000
v o . 108 ey, oy s 3995

We have severol other nice used cors, S. COME SEE US.
“"We Sell ‘Em-We Lease 'Em’’

Palmer Pontiac & GMC

S merxee §

MERKEL, TEXAS 928-5113 ABILENE 673-1182

v
|
!
»
- v
e ——— ——————




5
. .
‘. .
3r
¥ v
“ ®
‘ .
l
1]
v y
- ®
. -
- .
- ~

s LETTERS TO SANTA

Dear Santa,
Will

you please comet

house, You will find a tree,
We got that tree free,
I will leave some cookies

I made for you to taste, They
do not taste like paste,

I may have been a bad !
But on Christmas I’ll befilled
with joy,

I'd like to have a stereo o1
a tape recorder or even a box
full of toys,

Yours truly,
Tony
RR1
Dear Santa Claus,
I want a watch a tape
recorder and a barbie,.
Love,
Sharon Jackson
Rt, 2

Dear Santa,

name is Tim Brady,
im nine year old, My
teachers name {s Mrs, Maw-

on, 1 am in the fourth grade,

Le oania (laus Il want a speedometer,
I uld ke for you to  Rpickochet Racer, pocket
bring mearealmoviecamera ypnife Round King mountain

id camera
real tele=-
rd player,

ind a real polar«

mine, aurora racing car, and
a ghost gun, That is all 1
can remember.,

ind a paint set A

vl M, 4 I'edl I e

+ dictionary set and adding I will leave milk and
machine, I ai yealr old, cookies for you,
My birthday i April 27, Your Truly,
I sell Grit, 1 just like to Iim Brady
ell newspape! R. R, 3 Box 161
ur friend
Diana Landero
304 Runnels Street
Dear Santa,
D¢ Santa I am in the 4th grade, in
All 1 want f ( istmas Mrs. Mawsans room, I am
is a bal ive and a radio, writing my best for you, I
ind a paint set don’t want much this year,
vours trul I have tried to be good
Sharon Austermar this year,
Thornt I would like to have some

games and clothes and a B.B,
gun and a Hamster,

<=

ﬁe sincerely wish our many customers
and friends every blessing of the season.

BARNETT BARBER SHOP

I will leave you some
goodies out you can eat, and
some lettuce for your rein-
deer

Yours truly,

Stormy Magee

Farm Road 126
Dear Santa,

My name 1is Jackie Owen,
I am 9 years old, I am in

the fourth grade. I would like
a barbie beach bus and a
billfold and some clothes and
a coat, I will leave some
milk and cookie onthetable,

l,n‘. e,

Jackie Owen

1518 Heath

Dear Santa,

What | want for Christmas
1s some track shoes and 1

wishes for the Christmas Season and the

coming year. May He fill your heart with joy.

WILSON JEWELERY

Woody & Frances

want a Beauty Set andIwanta
Barbie Doll with clothes and
I want some pants and shirts
and | want a Kkitty cat and
that 1s all,

Your true

Mozell Jowers

407 Yucca

B | Dear Santa Claus,
Just writing thesefew lines
hello, For Christmas
Il want a bicycle, pool table,
alr hockey, football, suit of
Dallas Cowboys Number 14,
size 10, tennis net, and ping
pong table,
like you very much Santa
Please bring me
something to give my mother
Your friend,
Ricky Biera
411 Runnels Street

¢ sCw NC t

sS4y

Dear Santa,

I want a pellet gun, a Evel Dear Santa Claus,

Kenevel set, a airplane that ! | want a ten speed foi
flvs on a battery. At first I Christmas and a Spin
wanted a ten speed and a \'h‘endex, a set of Walkie
pool table, Then | wanted lalkies and a Nerf foot-

ball so I can play football and
a Pit Change Charger for
Christmas, And my daddy
would like some golf balls and
he wants some more work
pants and he wants a new bill-
fold, And my mother wants
some earrings and some
My name is Tonja Bick= clothes and a tipritter and
nell, 1 am in the 4th grade, a adding machine and some
I am in Room 9, My tea= paper to go with it,
cher’s name 1s Mrs, Darla Your friend,
Mawson, 1 want a tape re- Eddy Harris
corder, sleeping bag, a belt 501 Kent Street
with my name cn it,and some
western clothes, and a pair
of boots,
Merry Christmas
Love,
Tonja Bicknell
512 Yucca Street
P.S. | will leave a
prise on the kitchen

a mousetrap game and a toss
a cross game, Well that will
be all now, Bye,

Your friend,

Mike Hagar

307 Haynes

Dear Santa,

Dear Santa,
My name 1s Windl Whisen=-
hunt, I am nine years and I
am in the forth grade, My
teacher is Mrs, Mawson, She

Sur= s very nice,
table, I want a ten speed bike for
Christmas and that is all,

Dear Santa, Merry Christmas,

I want a foctball suit, an Windi Whisenhunt
electric toothbrush and a R.R. 3
coat, My big brother Bill
wants a coat and something

Dear Santa Claus,

else but | can’t remember, X
My sister Kim wants a coat I want a bike and a train
and a basket ball. I forgot, and my brother wants a knife

for Christmas and 1 want a
football for Christmas,

Your friend

F rank Lindsey

602 El Paso

I am ten years old
Yours Truely,
Chris Mashburn
North 6th Street

JOY
TO ALL!

Let the glad
tidings ring

out and let

It’s nice to have so many friends!
Here’s hoping you have the merriest
of holidays and gifts galore!

MANSFIELD FARM &
RANCH SERVICE

Bobbye & Kathy

To all of our customers: best
wishes for a happy holiday.
May our friendships continue.

LUCAS & HAYS
WELDING

Dear Santa

I'HE MERKEL MAIL
Thursday, December 19, 1974
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Dear Santa,

From you I want a record
player with two speakers on
it, a BB gun, a pare of walkie
talkies, and 145 pieces of
lego.Good By. Thanks,

Yours Truly,
Scott Adair
101 Walnut

Before 1 tell you what |
want for Christmas please
get something for all the Dear Santa
ufturing people that don’t My name is Tina Bicknell,
have anything. I ‘am in the fourth grade, |
What | want for Christe- im 1 ears old, and this is
mas is a sleeping bag and a what | want for Christmas,
paint set and 1 want everys A new basketball, a sleeping
one to have a very Merry bag, baton, and a belt with
Christmas. : ny name on it,
Yours truly TORFS Srwi)
Amye Amerine lna Bicknel
1006 South 5th 12 Yucca
Dear Santa Clau
I would like for you t
bring mea real moviecamer
and a real polaroid came
d-’"’ d [hd.“( “Y a I'edl "'."‘
vislon, a real record player
a dictionary et and adding
machine. I am 9 year ld,
My birthday is April 27 e —
1 ell Gnt, | Just like Wk o

sell newspaper:,
Your friend
Diana Lander

304 Runne! . Street

this

Wishing you &
yours a very
happy Yule-
tide season!

During

wishes to you
Thank vou' f

FISHER FINA

ANN'S FLOWERS

Vernon & Ann Wade

But (ishea-

L

wonderful
tne year, we welcome the oppor-
tunity to extend our very best

MERKEL AUTO PARTS

SCw mC

season of

along with a big
your patronage.

STATIONS &

S

e S § -
iy,

At this Yuletide o
season, we extend to you and
yours, our thanks for your patronage,

may you have a joyous Yuletide!

MERKEL DRUG CO.

Here’s a

hearty greeting

.

“to you, our loyal patrons:

and very best wishes.

MERKEL RESTAURANT &
MOTEL, INC.

"\

¥

Employee's & Directors

Jane M. Carson
Dorothy Gilmore
Georgia Higgins
Margart McAninch

Inex G. Purser

May the Spirit of Christmas bless you and

yours and bring you the Joys of the Season.

HAUTE COIFFURE

Llee Ann & lois

Faye Robertson
Betty Lu Satterwhite
Jo Ann Smith
Pasty Walker
Tommie F. Cutler
B.J. Gist

Don Hart- Manager
Kent Satterwhite
Woyne Adcock
Hugh Baker

Woalter Harris
Llonnie T. Beaird
Carroll Benson
Mack Bigbee
Horace Childers

John Clark, Jr.
AC. Cuin

Odos Moore, Chairman

R.C. Watts, Jr., Vice Chairman
Jack Morrow, Secretary - Treasurer
Tommie Johnson

Clovis McElmurray

J. Riley Miller

A tipof Santa’s cap

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - Taylor Electric Cooperative, Inc. Merkel, Texas
Ray Orsborn
D. Sondusky

Alton Whiteaker
Mavurice V. Brooks, ANorney

Jack K. Covington, Engineer

%« to all our customenrs!

We wish yvou happiness!

aylor Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Wayne Deen
C.E. Derington, Jr.
Allan Tucker
Donnie Doon
Ronny Dooan
Vaughn Doan
J.D. Gentry

Dale Hommond
Llec Harris
Paxton Hays
Bob Hook

Henry L Howaord
Jimmy E. Leverich
Hollis Mitchell

Monfred Noster
Roland Pack

Jerry F. Patterson

Jerry W. Russell
David Sco#
Gary Smith
Buster Thompson
lee Yborra

e



‘ - e = FHE MERKEL MAIL pane_s
~ , o you d | am Dear Santa Clau L s = Thursday, December 19, 1974 %
§ " . : M brothe S ett ) "5 walting for you to . - . - -
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= \ I hope ou can bing me Craig very h
I . ‘\ ) 5 “ ot 3 : . Dickin
b( ( Al I W { i (';‘l:‘j\:a:x
: K ot D have
i = center
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A ther am 1in
€ sthing I want
A A . ARt speed
' Ve are g s :.' and a
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ke | : Fresh from us to you . . . greetings |
! ! okt Banks { of the season. We hope the Yule “";;)“
eWalkie Talkie Bpoibon hrpnit g S holidays are happy in every way! rleb.
oy = . ing W
it 3 Hohhertz Dalry reinde
The message of Christmas shines as tar up to easy and 1 DOPe Gy Ang g oo gt The Harold & AE. Hohhertz Families ar
brightly today as it did almost 2000 r friend = R4 YT SN Abilene, Texas Kristy g
years ago . .. may it bring peace into Jeff Scott S s . "
each heart & jov to the world' —_—
y
Crawford's
Ruth Horton, Delphene Watson, Theda
Hutchenson, Thelma Strawn, Beverly
Gilmore, Onis & Tina
== May the Holy Family
e
E e, bless your home
with peace
1 9 i e As the Yuletide bells ring out
their message of good cheer, we
would like to extend best wishes
to all our wonderful patrons. It's
/ been a pleasure to serve you! -
. C(min' down your chimney - ‘
_>1‘ with loads of good wishes for the
i —sﬁgh__, holiday season. We hope Santa
o ; , geaeic o o brings you everything you've been
! ¢.\ f 'S Santa's b”nglng BONEY INSURANCE TAYLOR TELEPHONE hoplng f()f?
L LAV = )
picgadon x nts AGENCY COOPERAT IVE Bragg's
Yule to all our friends! Sinty & Boney Mary, Ethel, Fern & Florence
[
(@ Western House |
; & Employees
l |
§ >
| Coming o
your way
¥ with greetings
May your Christmas tree be gay with M B of the season!
; decorations, and your home be g ,i ‘ jMay it be Iighted
bright with warmth & laughter! with both love and leughter!
Sincere greetings from all of us at
Continental Telephone .
¢ Castille Hardware
of Texas
| -
|
oW
) : is that every home may be
the season to you, our lasting friend- rich in the blessings of Christ-
: o mas: | j ea 1
friends and customers. ship with our : ’ friendsﬁiv;.’ e el
fellow men, now Guess who's wishing you a wonderful
d aher Chel Christmas season? May the festive spir-
and after Christmas. it be yours throughout the holidays i
| Home State Bank and ater Star Nursing Home -
’
‘ CAL-TEX FEED YARD, INC.|| HICK'S AUTO SUPPLY Mary Outlaw
Trent, Texas Member FDIC Bar
?,‘ Trent, Texas Merkel, Texas
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~ LETTERS TO SANTA

Dear Santa Claus,

How are you and your rain=
deers doing, 1 hope none of
your raindeers are sick so
that you can go around the
world and give every little
oy and girl a present, Thanks
to you most of them are very
very happy. My name is Greg
Dickinson and I am ten years
old, And I live in Merkel,

Texas and I would like to
have the G.l. Joe training
center,,

Love,

Greg Dickinson
806 Yucca St,

Dear Santa Claus,

I am ten years old and |
am in the fourth grade. And
I want a football and a five-
speed bike and walkie talkie
and a trainset and airplane,

Your friend,
Michael Tutt
R. R, 3 Box 148

Dear Santa,

My name is Randy Leve-
rich. 1 have been good all
year, 1 hope you are feel-
ing well and I hope your
reindeers are to, ForChrist-
mas | would like a King Oil,
the game of life, pinball ma=-
chine, and a race track and
some sizler cars,

My brothers name is Lee

Leverich, He likes Roudolph,
He wants a pump truck, a
G.l. Joe, some Action Jack=
son suits, and the helocoptor,
He wants a little pooltable
and some records,

Your friend ,

Randy and Lee

1513 Sunset Dr,

Dear Santa Claus,

I am ten years old, 1 am
in the fourth grade at Mer=-
kel Primary, I would like
a lot of things but I only
want these things. A three-

speed bike, football, and a
army camp, a train set,
walkie-talkie, and I hope you
can bring these things to
me, 1 wish you a Merry
Christmas,

Yours truly,

Calvin Cooley

Rt, 1, Box 56

Dear Santa Claus,
I would like to tell youwhat
I want for Christmas, 1 would
like a puppy. | want a purple
long dress, and a hotcomb
dryer, 1 want a Baby Alive,
a pair of black boots, and
some clothes, And I hope to
see you soon,
Kimberly Qurgamis
605 Rose Street

Dear Santa,

I am Brooks Boyd, | am 8
years old, | want a Electric-
shot-shooting Gallery, And a
watch, G.l. Joe set, boots=
saddle for my horse and a
rope,

Love,
Brooks Boyd

Dear Santa
My name is Pussell Lucas,

I hope I am on your good
list, 1 want a ghost gun and
sum B-Bs, My sister wantsa
baby, 1 want a riffel set,
And a Rickashay racer set,
And I don't know about my
Sister, 1 think there is a lot
of other good children on
your list, I know there wll
be some of my friends, pe-
phews and cousins, I hope
everybody on this earth has
a very Merry Christmas,

Your friend,

Rus sell Lucas

“to all our

Ll °

\ good friends / A

Robert & Mabel Higgins

The holy spirit of
Christmas reaches
out with our good
wishes.

Juan's Garage
& BODY SHOP

May your holiday
be bright with the
glow of friendship!

Cypert :
Services
PINKY & MILDRED

Just want to let
you know we wish
you Yuletide joy!

THE BLOOMIN’
BOUTIQUE

JO ANN REED
PHONE 928-5923

€ SCW inC
Season’s Greetings
to our Friends'

It’s our favorite time of year and one of the
most enjoyable customs of the season is greeting
our many good friends and patrons and wishing them the

best that life has to offer. Merry Christmas to you all!

Asteroid Restaurant

Kathy Gregory

Barbara Whisonhyn'

To our many wonderful friends and patrons,
sincere best wishes for the holidays and a
“Thank you!"' for your patronage!

GLAMOUR BAR

Pat Byrd

Barbara Johnson

N Seasons
RBest

Greetings toall

our friends . . . we

thank you for
your patronage!

BEN FRANKLIN STORE

Johnny, Bob, Dorothea,

Nadine & Wenona

Sybles Beauty
Nook

215 Edemyyds

our best
wishes for
a cheerful

CHRISTMAS

S04 to th, worly

Here's a wish for every friend:

holiday joy, without end!

Dave, Elaine & Jan Brumbeau

CLYDE WURST
GARAGE

Wrecker Service
Hwy 80

GREE TL\GS of the season

to our many good friends!
We hope your Christmas is
bright with love and joy.

DOTY FARM EQUIPMENT

366 Chestnut Abilene, Texas

During this most wonderful
season of the year, we wel-
come the opportunity to ex-
tend our best wishes to all!

From All The People At

MAX MURRELL
CHEVROLET

We hope your home and heart
will be filled with laughter, joy and
good will this glad Holiday season—

HANDY FOOD STORE

Merkel, Texas
Ken & Lester

season . .
say it best!

We've been shopping around for a good way
to express our vnshes to you at this holiday

and "Merry Christmas’’

Carriker Food

Doug & Margie Trent, Texas

seems to

—— v

e —— 57y ot




Akl MAILL

Mav the true mean-

ing of the season

come alive in vour

heart with jov! 2 Big Josh’ . o

Insurance Agncy|-
Cyrus & Ethel ' '»

- LETTERS To0

Dea yd

ed ed a t

best It a

SANTA

Pbw are } doing? | want
181 4§81 pams

hoe . 1 want

thes, to My name

L0l Aldndge, | like your
" A school 1
f Christmas
g | like Rudolph the
the
\ pretty song.
rother wants a football

i the pad he wants A

deer

rother and

t record player,

fog and cat, a setof dishes,

Dear Santa
I wont’ a 10 speedbikeanda
watch and agame, | would like
basebal to have a gun, 1 would like t«
have a horse, 1 would also

vear danta

| vant a B,B, gun, Gulf set,

0l table, bilifold

at, Gl Joe set, and athing that

want for my dog is a ike to have a motor-cycle.
loghouse, 1 an y that | Yours truly
cannot write more Jimmie Shelton
Your friend Rt, 1 Box 118
Steven Davi
< Locust St, Dear Saint Nick,
The things I want for
Dear Santa Christmas are a Barbie
I want a country gocampe! Beauty Center, Barbie's
and a white horse as whiteas Beach Bus, Mod Hair Ken,

snow and a bedspred, a quick Barbie Doll, Sewing Machine,

curl and a bike, 1 am trying he thing 1 want most is a

to be as good as | can be coat please, I am 9 years
Your friend, old I am in 4th grade, Please

give all the people that don’t
get a Chritmas let them have
i little Christmas, And the

Mandy Guenther

711 Ash St,

Dear Santa people in the hospital let

My name is Scott Alves. them have Christmas dinner
I an years old, 1 want a and some Christmas present,
automatic calendar watchand Because thats what God would

i B.B, gun (pistol). 1 also want you to do, I wish every-
want some B.B.'s and a pistol body a very Merry Christ-
olster, 1 have a sister, She mas, 1 have been a good girl
10 years old, She wants a all year,
chemistry set, Your’s truly,
Your friend, Linda Holme
Scott Alves 106 Cherry Street
1003 South 8th
Dear Santa Claus,
Dear Santa, I would like to have a
1 want a B,.B, gun, football Beach Bus., And I wound like
game, watch, rock’'em sock to have a Net Set too, |
'em racetrack, big Jim, train guess that’s all for know,
set, target set and new pen- And please bring a little
cil. candycane for Christmas,

Your friend
Brenda

Your friend,
Casey Johnson
R R 2

ol ¥

SIASONS GREETINGS
' AN

Wishing you Christmas cheer!

Thank you for your patronage'

MERKEL FINA

Ricky, Judy, Tami & Kristy Elliott

Merry
- Chrisfmas!

1 old-tashioned greeting

|
e ' * |
iro 3 1S 1O 4l

| our triends!

Employees Of

PALMER MOTOR CO.

f ey — —_\~7
" 4 # ’r
t/l /
/:.\,
-~ /::; -

e

-~ There’s no better
time to wish our friends

the best! Merry Christmas/

ESTES FLORAL

Carolyn & Weldon

CARSTHAS
BESSINGS

r
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: /
.~.and great joy to

you and vours
this holiday season.

ED'S FEED &
SEED

ED, ALWAYNE &
GLEN

It is with a great deal of sentiment and

gratitude that we wish our friends the best!

STARBUCKS

FRED, NAOMI, GEORGE, CHARLOTTE

& JOHNNY

We're singing our merry wishes for
you and yours during this Christmas
Season. We wish to thank our fine

customers.

CONLEY BARBER SHOP

E.A. Conley & Family

Dear Saint Nichola

I want a record playel
and a set of records, I want
some roller skates and some
barbies, | want a ten speed
bike and a little colored tele-
vision, 1 a brand new
Please get

want
coat, me these
things.

Your friend,

Pam Massey

513 Elpaso Street

Dear Santa Claus,
My nameis TammyeCloyd,

I am O years old, My birth-
day 1s December 28, 1 was
born in 1.64 in Denton, Tex-

as,

I would like a baton, a 5
speed bike, an organ, a paint
set, Mystery Date game, The
Game of Life, a set of trick
cards, a necklace, two set

. g ‘
We hope your home and heart

SOW e

of pajamas red and blue, a
set of checke.s, a set of &
Chine-e checkers and set of will be filled with laughter, joy and

dominoes,
Your f 1end
Tammye Cloyd
Route, Box 68

good will this glad Holiday season-—
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Kraatz Repair

David & Suve Kraatz

j
¥
4 W‘.
-
- g/ i’*-"‘{;/ﬁ
] 4[ P Jr LT “' o' ks
Peace on Earth /' s B

Good Will i e

. v\"’ ?
TowardsMen! || .3
May the spirit of love { q; o '
that 1s the essence of CET 2% = O ‘
Christmas  permeate all O e
hearts, we pray. Noel

Imagine the jov the shepherds
felt, on hearing the glad tidings!
Wewish that jov to vou and vours.

Seymore Insurance

Abilene Farm
Supply

3526 S. TREADAWAY
ABILENE, TEXAS

MAC, IDA, & TED

At this joyous

CHRISTMAS!
A friendly greet-

Christmas season, we wish vou the

gift of peace of mind and heart!

FARMER'S CO-OP GIN

Merkel, Texas

ing to our many
loyal customers!
Bulah's Shamrock
Restaurant & Staff

E. Hwy 80 -I120
Merkel, Texas

We hope this holiday season will be a truly prosper-

ous one for all our friends— but most of all, we wish
you good health and good cheer!

H. W. Lemens, Inc.

10 N FIRST

.
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_ LETTERS TO SANTA

Dear Santa Clau

’ Dear Santa,
M ame is Le

i Mont= My name |
gomery, I am 9 and a half, I’'m
My birthday |
'974, 1 hayv

December 21, you very much
€ been a good girl  be any y

year, | hope you can get )
me what 1 want for Christ= (Oven bike radi

mas I want a bicycle foi 1ll. Cookie

for school,
e beaut

And 1 want bare
kit, I want some
! Dear Santa

rocks and a « wning t K. .
Santa [ love you because vou The e are the thing I w
are nice and you have a for Christma I want a1

parade and give us what e dio, train set, leg { gan
want. S By Bye for now, ind B-B gun

Love, your frie

Lisa M ntgomery John Y1

1111 South 2nd St, 1512 Sunsat

Cindy Sims
eight years old, I lov
. I it wouldn't
trouble 1 would like

e

Happy Baby Fasy Bake
y and that’s
and milk will

Christmas, And I wanta Night be on the table. 1 st can’t
Before Christmas book, W hat vait till you me, ‘

I really d want is a blue Your friend

and pink granny dress, Iwant Cindy Sims

4 new palr of track shoe R 'Hl;’ 3

ant

d-

(%)

As Christmas carols fill the air,

our thoughts are with our many

friends. Greetings to one and all!

MY WIFE BILLIE AND | WISH ALL OF
YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS

Elmer Martin

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 61

Dear Santa,
M name 1s Si y Atkin=
on, | want a doll that eats
and drinks, a baby bed, and
a watch, I want a record
from you, some pants and
hirt, a barbie doll and a
kase for her, | want some
boots and a belt that has
my name on it, I want some
dishes, tove, dryer, wash-
er for clothe ,
a swing and a
I'hat’s all
Merry Christmas to you,
Love :
S1s5s8y Atkinson
1411 Stewart St,

a bicycle
trapoling,

Dea1 Santa,

I would liketc havea record
nlaver. makeunkits. records
hair brush, camera, mirror,
babe doll, Tender Love, swing

et and Baby Aliveand a bike,
Love, Missy
601 Marion

Dear Santa,
My name i1s Denise Pack,
I am in the third grade, I
vould like these things for
Christmas, 1 would like a
1. Barbie Beauty Center, 2,
Sewing Machine with case,
3. Barbie Beach Camper, and
4. A picture of you,
I'he-e are the four things
I want for Christmas,
Your friend,
Denise Pack
211 Oak St

Dear Santa
want a
kates
a BB gun, and a real h " ¢ dard rd

3 mods ‘ e t tape

Your f i1end lgrader f (

Jerry Millet Whitt

R. R, I K¢

£

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS!
Heartiest greetings of
the season' It's always
a pleasure to wish our
friends the very best!

NINTH STREET
GRO.

Pete &
Madge Shouse

To our many fine

customers. May your Holiday

Season be full of happy blessings
and the joys of Christmas cheer.

Higginbotham - Bartlett Co.

Pat, Linda, Debbie & Billy Williams lkey Garrett

I'HE MERKEL MAIL
da December 19, 1074

Page-11

ar Santa Dear Santa
\ o How are L hope that you I want a Balby Bottoms, 1
. loing am, 1 want a would like some games and
( et, 1i aseha et, me pencils, My brother
i1 I et a watch, My IFim would like a bulldozer
the t ta i ind a horse, We both would
Wk '€ I el ack - like llif.,‘,.ld\'v
| i g8 et, Your friend,
I Brenda Hohhert
Freddy F ! Route #4
‘ 6 RHose
W ) oanta
E k I want a B.B. gun, football
g ‘ game, hockey game, mini bike
' battie game and socker boo-
[ } pe I'ere will be cookies
- and milk upered,
R b ‘ your friend
e e : Scotty Niem
Ki 1524 Sunset

It's the happiest time of the year—because it's

P

the time we pause to greet friends old and

new, the time when we draw closer to those we

love. It’s our sincere hope that our many fine

';)atrons will enjoy the best of thig holiday season!

THE FARMERS AND MERCHANTS
NATIONAL BANK OF MERKEL

P Smpoar ox e o | W P

MERKEL, TEXAS




o BIG

SHOPPING
DAYS

THURSDAY THRU
TUESDAY

DEC. 19-24TH
SHOP OUR

TOY SELECTION
ForR 20% OFF

FROZEN FOOD

— (o ,‘Ll : e oN $14° ORr
WHOLE § RED PLUM

— ASSORTED bRt
w g - 6% L0
59C Ma‘r“sﬁniellnws

w 4Q¢ PET MILK
. Q0 33¢

VIL-VITA
2);, AN
COFFEE
1 LB. CAN
37 0L,
BOTTLE - -

BAKERS 12 OZ

LIPTON

3 0Z

PHILADELPHIA

KRAFT

DUNCAN HINES
COCANUT

CAKEMIX Gt

100
-1 S 5O Mavoaise
Gold Medal

¢ SOFT OLEO
l_B BAG 7 9 DAIRY FRESH

Homo MILK[Butter MILK MIlK

DEL MONTE DILLS

PICKI.ES

19¢
b3¢

a3¢

1AM h@p Py POTATOCHIPS 2z

1101AA@ GREEN BEANS - -

LIBBYS 303 CS.
DECKER

OR HORMEL Golden CBRN

Qo O s -
V1 2. Cranherry SAUCE o 93¢
Qe BY¢ AJAX | BONUS CELERY

e '5-.
2 FOR

? HORM‘L
OR
DECKER

2 FOR

DECKER

SAUSAGE == Ju Wi |

POUND

,_;:_' WE GIVE
WISCONSIN l w%-'gg - ‘ ?}TM%?ND
CHEDDAR STAMPb D b'
ouble on
FRESH SHOP Wednesday
”“ AND with $5. OO
SAVE - ore

CREAMY

CRISCO

T

WITH $7.50 IN TRADE OR MORE
EXCLUSIVE OF CIGARETT

WHITE SYRUP 22

~ wstant 1ea __ Brown & SERVE .
Chocolate CHIPS #c

B s Q Q¢ Cream CHEESE -

BAKERS ANGEL FLAKE

PARKAY =& &

B;‘_% *(') NBEEF F ] DISHWASHER O R A N G E
]‘9 73 l LETTUCE
STOVE TOP B A N A N AS oeuuoms
o S § sTurFING
BONELESS CAN

CARSON’S

SUPER T I\/IA?KET
e @)

Page-12

2 FOR

39

3, OZ

«  §19

22 OZ

AL $]43 oo pael o - CREAM GG NOG
5 - c - 133 % ’ QUART
K o ST . B 35¢ CRTN. 79c

The JUICY. CRISPY Kind

You LIKE BEST

WASHINGTON ¢
DELICIOUS
POUND

wel

Noc

D

Abl

FRESH 'I 5 R o
* was

"B ! m !

SUNKIST

LG. LB. 2 3
P 19¢
154

0XYDOL Cranberries <° 39¢

63 ONIONS
Y. SPUDS

YE:.;.OW ]5¢
73¢

RUSSET
lOll{ BAG

||

49¢6]
26|

BI¢].
43¢l
o imes ', Moon CHEESE.2. $1°
I £

s

m p— ] f:.": ; 2EPOS S

PPPPPPP
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4
i
w' $ie ¢
X 150
prac
& lene
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