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iloe Lassiter Named Chairman 
Of Employment Agency Board

Joe E. Lassiter of Merkel 
was elected Chairman of the 
Texas Private Employment 
Agency Regulatory Board at a 
Ue<-ember 14th meeting of the 
Board held in Austin.

Lassiter, a native of Merkel, 
has been a member of the 
Board since it was authorized 
by the Texas Legislature in 
1969. There are 9 members on 
the board, all of whom have 
owned private employment 
agencies in the State of Texas 
for at least five years. Las­
siter was appointed to a six 

wyear term on the Board by 
Pformer Gov. Preston Smith 

in 1969.
The Board has regulatory 

and policy making power over 
the approximately 802 private 
employment agencies now 
operating in Texas. The Board 
operates in cooperation with 
the Texas Department of La­
bor and Standards. The Labor 
and Standards Department acts 
as the admlmstration and en­
forcing agency of the employ­
ment law.

The Board's responsibilities 
include the setting of fees that

JOE LASSITER 
. . .elected chairman

may be charged, has power to 
hold hearings and cancel the 
license of any person in vio­
lation of any provision of the 
Private Employment Agency- 
Act, ethical standards and pre-

Holiday Deaths Impossible 
To Predict Due to Crisis

w  AUSTIN--Colonel Wilson E. 
Speir, director of the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 
announced today that changing 
travel patterns brought on by 
the national energy shortage 
make it impossible for the 
DPS to validly estimate the 
number of traffic deaths which 
might occur in Texas over the 

upcoming holiday^.
He said, however, it was 

hoped the traffic death count 
would fall below the 14.5 daily- 
average observed during last 
year's Christmas period, and 
below the 18.5 daily average 
recorded for the last New Year

• holidays.
Speir said it Is impossible to 

compare total deaths between 
this year and last year because 
the current holiday penods are 
x)th 102 hours as compared to 
78 hour periods twelves months 
jefore.

The DPS director said fac­
tors expected to affect auto 
travel include driving curtail­
ments which might result from 
lower speeds, weekend service

Post Office
Closed
Christmas

The Post Office will be 
closed Christmas Day. There 
will be no lock box or rural 
delivery.

WChristmas £v«
Alass Smf At 
Catholic Church

Our Mother of Mercy Ca­
tholic Church will hold Mid­
night Mass Christmas Eve. 
There will be no mass on 
Christmas Day.

Priest at the church is Fa­
ther Patrick Stinson.

staUon closings, higher gas­
oline prices and the pos.sl- 
bility of spot fuel shortage.s.

Reduced travel might nor­
mally result in .some reduc-

pare the quesUons for the ex­
amination of the licensing pro­
cess of operators.

Lassiter's term on the Board 
will run until January 31, 1975.

“We have established an i 
Educational C o o r d in a t io n  
Committee for the purpose of 
establishing a better laseion 
between the pilvate Employ­
ment agency industry and the 
Texas Department of Latxir 
and Standards," Lassiter said. 
“We hope this will help us to 
better police our own Indu.s- 
try. We plan to have special 
emphasis on proper prepar­
ation and timely submission 
and processing of applications 
fur the licensing of both the 
operators and the employment 
agency business. Also we will 
put strong empha.sis on better 
public relations between the 
employment agency industry, 
the employee-applicant, and 
the employer-client through 
the educational committee," 
Lassiter said.

“We plan to enforce strict 
compliance with the Private 
Empluy-ment Agency Law," he 
said.

Instrumental in getting the 
legislation passed creating the 
Board, he was a member of 
the Hoard of Directors of the 
Texas Private Employment 
Association that assisted in 
drafting the legislation. He was 
al.su named interim Chairman 
of the Guidelines Committee 
who implemented the legisla­
tive act into a workable, ad- 
mlmstrable law, in co-oper- 
atiun with the State Labor Com­
mission.

The new chairman is owner- 
tlon in traffic deaths. Hut operator of Lassiter Empluy- 
Speir warned that if a sub- ment Service in Abilene. His 
stantial number of drivers have firm was the first private em- 
reduced their speeds while a pioyment service opened in 
high percentage of others are Abilene. It was established in 
■still driving at high speeds, the of 1948.
number of deaths could be Lassiter is a graduate of 
considerably higher because Merkel High School and holds

a HA Degree from the Uiu- 
verslty of Texas. A veteran 
of World War II, he served 
33 1 2 months in North Afri­
ca and Italy. After 28 years 
of acUve and reserve mili­
tary service, he Is now a 
retired Lt. Colonel.

He and his wife, Ruth, live 
at 1211 South 3rd in Merkel. 
They have two daughters, .Mrs. 
Tim Heasley and Mrs. Rod­
ney- Robertson.

Lassiter served as 2nd vice 
president, 1st vice president 
and president of the T e x a s  
Private Employment Asso­
ciation and served four terms 
on the Board of Directors of 
that Association before being 
named to the regulatory board 
by Governor Smith in 1969.

Trent, Merkel Rural Rentes 
Will Be Censelidated

E. T. Thompson, Postmaster 
announced today that effective 
Saturday, January 5, 1974 the 
Trent l^ ra l Route will be con­
solidated with the Merkel Rural 
Routes.

The Customers on Trent 
Rural Route will continue to 
receive their mail addressed 
to Route 2, Trent, Texas 79561.
They will be served by the 
Route 2 carrier from Merkel.

of accidents possible result­
ing from more pronounced 
soeed differences.

FD, Rescue Unit 
Aid In Search

The Merkel Volunteer Fire 
Dept, and Rescue Unit helped 
in the search of an 11-year 
old boy who was lost off 
Highway 270, south of Abilene 
Sunday night.

Those who helped from Mer­
kel were: Billy Lucas, Jim
Broussard, Vernon Wade, Fin­
ley Barnett, Leon Massey, Roy 
Schultz, Dean Goodman and Ro­
bert Harris.

J «

NOTICE

Nm C O V B  aw ard—KauMth Moas, laft, OIractor of Flald 
Actlaltlaa for Taxes Farm ars Union, praaents a Cartiflcata 
to Bobby Tolliver, prasidant of Taylor County Farm ers Un- 
loo, In recognition for havlog achieved thetr mambarslilp 
goal for 1973.

Chistmas Messages

The Whole Stonr
By RUSSELL McANALLY 

Pastor
F irst Methodist Church 

Jesus was born in Bethle­
hem of Joseph and .Mary and 
the Holy Spirit. Too many peo­
ple say that Jesus was bom to 
die- to die for us. This is 
true, but He was also born to 
LIVE. God didn't kill Jesus. 
There were enough evil men 
to do that job. ---Jesus was 
not Son of God because he was 
born in a manger, and died 
on a cross. Jesus was Jesus 
because of what happened be­
tween his birth and his death.

Jesus chose to be obedient 
to the Will of His Father. Je-

sus chose to die for the cauaas 
he represented. He came to 
show us a more excellent way, 
and made it possible for th ^  
kind of a life to be lived.

We read scripture about 
the birth and life of Jesus. 
There is another portion of 
scripture which really tells 
us what it is all about. I think 
it should be made a part of 
the Christmas story. You 
will find that scripture <moted 
here from the J.B. Phillips 
Translation. Matt. 25:

“ But when the Son of Mao 
comes in his splendor with all

See STORY, Pg. 9

"The Messeiwer 
of Ike Lonl”

ADD TWO MORE--Jackie Sims, (No. 12) adds 2 points to the Merkel talley sheet Saturday 
mght against Hamlin. The Badgers won the conte t by a close 68-65 to capture the conso­
lation title. Johnny Gray is also pictured. (Staff photo)

N g e rs  Win Consulation 
WHh Win Over Hamlin

By RONNY ALDRIDGE

The Merkel Badgers won the 
consolation title of their own 
tournament by defeating the 
Hamlin Pled Pipers 68-65 in a

Merkel Niumps 
Rolan, 50*37

ROTA.N — Merkel came 
back from a three-point deficit 
at the half to defeat Rolan, 
50-37, here Tuesday in District 

competition.
The Badgers took advantaj^ 

pf only three points scored by 
Rolan in the third period. 
Merkel nutscored Rolan 3S-19 
in the se<-ond half.

Rolan's record now stands 
at 0-3 in district action, while 
Merkel ups its slate to 1-2 in 
district play.

Kim Gray led the losers 
with 11 points in the contest 

In the girls contest, Merkel 
knocked off Rolan 58-40.

Tend Cade pumped in 28 
poinl.s for Roliur __ ___

MinxiL (NI-Co> 1 • « STev 1*4: ■unrb 11*. Pootiand 1 ( é Morgan S » *«. Sant S 2 12; 9'OOon I I 4. Worn 1 t 2. TOTM. 22 * J# 
aOTaM (W l-Bruca Ja o n  3 * 4  

Groy Ï 3

game that went two overtime 
periods. The score was tied 
57-57 after regulation time 
and 61-61 after the first ex­
tra perlcxl before Merkel pulled 
It out in the second overtime. 
This was the best overall effort 
put forth by the badgers this 
year and with this kind of Im­
provement, the second half of 
the season should be a good one.

Only five boys saw action In 
the Hamlin win and four of them 
scored in doubles figures. 

Leading scorer was Hubert 
Morgan with 20 points followed 
by Jackie Sims 19, Darel Bunch 
13, Jeff Cox 10, and David 
Copeland with 6.

In the semi final games Mer­
kel lost to Coleman 64-60 and 
beat Rotan 77-33. This brings 
our record to five wins and 
six losses. This was the flist 
varsity tournament held in 
Merkel in many , many years 
and it turned out to be a very 
exciting one. \^e hope to have 
an even better one next year. 
Robert Morgan made the all­
tournament team for the Mer­
kel Badgers.

By LEONARD PAYNE 
Pastor

F irst Baptist, Tye 
There was a certain kind and 

diligent pastor who was dearly- 
loved by his people for tus 
gracious spirit but whose 
preaching had little power 
and appeared to be devoid of 
a vital message. One Lord's 
day, when he took his place 
in the pulpit prior to the morn­
ing service, he found a slip 
of paper there with these words 
only: “Sir, we would see Je­
sus."

The kind old preacher was

hurt at first, gravely so—but 
for days the words burned In 
tus heart, and because they did, 
he began to meditate life and 
be began to meditate mora and 
more upon the Person of 
Christ. This began to rMlact 
in his life and in his praacb- 
ing, and ere long a change In 
him was felt among his con­
gregation. At length, on ano­
ther Sunday mormng, ha again 
found a slip of papar on the 
pulpit. This Urna the massage 
read: “ Then were the dlaci-

See TYE, Pg. 6

The Coming of Jesus

Due to the above change. It 
will be necessary for the routes 
from Merkel to  be changed. 
Most of the customers that are 
receiving th « r  mall on Route
2 Merkel will be receiving their 
mail on Route 1 or Route 3 Mer­
kel. Some Customers on Route
3 Merkel will be changed to 
Route 1 Merkel.

The direction of travel by the 
ca rrie rs  in some areas will 
change and will cause some 
customers to have to move 
their mail boxes across the 
road from where they are  now 
located. All Rural boxes must 
be on the right side of-the road 
on line of travel by the carrier 
to comply with State and Fed­
eral Laws.

All customers affected by 
the change will receive In­
structions from the Postmas­
ter as to Box changes. Route 
numbers. Box numbers and 
C arriers.

Archie Boyd currently car­
rying Route 2 Trent will be 
transferred to a Rural Route 
In Abilene.

Kim
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Trash 
Schedule

Pickup

/ '

Effective December 1, to > 
rench Mieet Texas Telephone 
Repair Service dial 0 and ask 
for Enterprise 8-4037. To tel-, 
ephone the Business Office, 
dial 0 and ask for Enterprise 
271.

There Is no charge for Q2- 
terp rlse  calls. These numbers 
a re  on Page 1 of the new tele- 
pb4>ne books.

4

Homer Newhy, 
Former Merkel 
Barker, Dies

MERKEL — Homer Newby, 
63, a former Merkel barber, 
died 'Diesday afternoon In 
Elgin. Funeral will be' at 2 
p.m. Thursday at F irst Bap­
tist Church in Elgin under di­
rection of Miller-Newby Fu­
neral Home.

Bom in 1910 in the Abilene 
area, he married Margaret 
Butman. He lived most of his 
life in Merkel where he was a 
barber. He came to Elgin in 
1965. He was owner of Miller- 
Newby Funeral Home and 
Cooper-Newby Funeral Home 
in Bastrop.

Survivors include his wife; 
three daughters, Mrs. Paka 
Goodwin, of Slnton, Mrs. 
Phyllis Cartwright of Grove- 
ton, and Pamela Newby of El­
gin; and one brother, Clarence 
of Colorado City.

Cadette News
By PATSY BIEKA

The Cadettes met December
12.

They finished thetr parents 
Christmas gifts and wenttothe 
S tarr Nur.slng Home and took 
peanuts and candy and sang 
Chiistma-s songs.

The City Refuse Department 
has announced the following 
trash pickup schedule over the 
coming holidays:

Pickup at busine-se only on 
Dec. 24.

Monday pickup will be Wed­
nesday Dec. 26 and Wed. Jan 
2, Ash Street EasL

T u e s d a y  pickup w ill be 
Thursday Dec. 27 and Thurs­
day, Jan. 3, Ash Street West 
and all of North.

Christmas trees will tie 
picked up at this time.

£. H. SEA GO
. . .deputy grand master

Merkelite’s Son 
Appointed To 
Masonic Post

E. H. Seago of Midland has 
been named district deputy- 
grand master for M a so n ic  
District 81 during 1974, suc­
ceeding J.C . Halbrook of Mid­
land.

He IS the -son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C.W. Seagu of Merkel.

A member ot Acacia Lodge 
1414, Seago served the lodge 
as worshipful ma.ster In 1970- 
71, and has held office as sec­
retary of the 25th Degree and 
Degree Team of the Fifth De­
gree. He IS also a member of 
the Scottish Kite of Dallas.

Seago IS a member of Hope 
Lutheran C h u rc h , Southside 
Lions Club, Boy Scout Troop 
Advisory for Troop 152, and the 
American Right of Way Asso­
ciation, Southwest Chapter 35, 
El Paso. He is a right of way 
agent for Texas Electric Ser­
vice Co.

He and his wife, Gladine, re- 
.side at 1300 Cottonflat Road.

By KENNETH F. JONES
Pastor F irst Baptist Church

Christmas is the celebra- 
Uon of the birth of a King. His 
name is Jesus, and indeed He 
reigns in the hearts of those 
who have received Him as Sa­
vior and Lord. It is fitting 
that we celebrate His birth, 
because He has brought too 
much joy in believers' hearts; 
too much peace in believers' 
souls; and too much comfort 
to believers in sorrow, for 
us to neglect the fact of His 
coming to earth.

One of the most blessed pri­

vileges of the Christian la to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus 
in comparison to the return 
of Jesus I He came once. . . 
and He's coming agalnl Look 
at the contrasts between the 
two:

The first time He came, 
only a few were aware of It. 
The next time He comes, 
“ every eye shall see hlmt" 
(Rev. l:7)i The first time men 
asked, “Where is He that la 
born King of the Jews?** The 
next time He is coming, not 
merely as King of the Jews,

bee COMING, Pg. 9

How Do You See 
Christ On Christmas?
By Rev. P. T. STEWART 

Pastor Calvary Baptist Church
Christmas really means 

Christ. There is no sensible 
honest way to consider Christ­
mas and ignore the fact that 
It really represents the birth, 
of Christ and the coming of 
the Godman to a sinful world 
to offer salvation and to die 
for the sins of the world and 
those who would trust him.

Some will have family ga­
therings, but no prayer; with 
gifts for the children but no 
gifts for Jesus, and unless 
Christ Is the center there Is 
no Christmas.

To those who plan to leave 
Christ out of their Christmas 
I hope you will consider 
fac t

Chri$tmas-An 
Everyday Affair

w hat  CHRISTMAS IS NOT— 
It is not a time to get drunk.

PROVERBS 20: 1— Wine 
is a mocker, strong drink la 
raging; and whosoevar Is de­
ceived thereby is not wise.

HABAKKUK 2:15—Woe unto 
him that giveth his neighbor 
drink, that puttest thy bottle 
to him and makast him Drunk­
en also, that thou m a y e s t  
look on thei r nakedness.

There are so many that cel­
ebrate the birth of Jaaus by 

getting drunk.
IT IS NOT A TIME TO WOR­

SHIP FALSE GODS.
EXODUS 20:3-5— Thou slmlt 

have no other god-s before me* 
Thou Shalt not make unto thee 

any graven image, or any like­
ness of any thing that Is la 

this heaven above, or that la la Um 
earth beneath, or that is the

Sec HOW. Pg. 9

A Lowly Bith
By REV. JERRY KUNKEL 

Pastor
F irst Methixhst Church, Tye

For a long time the loss of 
John had been felt in a quiet 
way, but as Chnstmas day 
arrtved and John's chair paid 
him tribute by remaimng emp­
ty, the tragedy of loneliness 
seemed much more intense. 
Two younger brothers and a 
little sister sat and tried very 
hard not to look at the empty 
chair. Finally, In a voice that 
verged on leers, Sally said, 
“ This will be Johnny's first 
Christmas in Heaven, won’t 
It? But you know," she con­
tinued, “ every day Is Chrlst- 
mss In Heaven." The silence

was broken; Johnny was where 
It is Christmas all year ‘round.

What better description of 
Heaven: A place where the love 
and happiness of Christmas 
happens everyday. But why do 
we need to think of Heaven to 
think of everyday love and 
everyday h a p p in e s s ?  At 
Christmas bme we celebrate 
a very ImporUnt event: the 
birth of our Savior, and vc 
have a reason to rejoice. But 
look at the rest of the yeer. 
We can celebrate the life and 
death and ressuractlon of that 
same Savior. The Christmas 
event gave us a Savior, but the 
death and ressuriectlon offer 
us eternal Ufa. We have a homa

See AFFAIR, Pg. 9

By JOHN CURTIS 
Pastor Assembly of God

CHRISTMAS CARDS, as a 
medium for friendly greetings, 
have become one of the most 
estabUshed featuras of the see- 
son In which we commemorate 
the birth of the world's only 
Savior, of whom It Is wrlttan, 
“ There Is none other name 
under Heeven given among 
man, wharaby we must 
be saved.'* Yet do not some of 
those beautiful axpresalons, 
with thalr prlntad portrayal of 
tha manger scene, rob the In­
cident of Its slmpUcity when In­
creasingly they show a scan# 
highly dacorated?
Thnre couM not hava bean

scene more pethetlc than Hm 
waary motbar bringing forth 
her firstborn, and bar part- 
nar doubtless exhausted not 
only because of the journey 
but also bacause of hta be­
labored efforts to find siht- . 
able accommodattoa; the an- 
decorated and comforttaaa 
mangar where perforce the 
mother roust suffer her patna 
“bacausa there was no room 
for tbam la the Ina'*; the calllo ' 
possibly not a UlUa agtiatoh, 
and who dara deny their soft 
lowing was aa sccomiiaaAnMft 
to tha first ertas of the Babe? 
Such a acme is aot anhnaeei 
by tha ovardecomllve brash of

See BlilTlI, Pg. 4
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Seaman Casady Returns to Port

] >M< I «I

BMIGER TRACKS
■ y JA N ie CLARK

Thi» is th*f Ust of
bchuol before the Chnsti.i^s 
hoUdiiy», and everyone so 
glad. The only t>ad thing is 
that this IS the i*eek for fi­
nals s o everyone’s going t' 
have U> do a little studying 
before Chnstn.as.

Fnday after lunrh, the band 
and Chuii are going to give a 
concert for the student body 
So that means that ni' more 
classes until the «er-i'nd >f 
January.

Last weekend was the Mer­
kel Tournament with Merkel A 
Boys getting Consolation and 
the A girls losing a hard fought 
battle. Buddy Morgai; and Cindy 
Vk hisenhunt g(.>t >n the All-Tour- 
nament teams for Merkel but 
I know everyone’s proud of all 
our mighty Badgers.

This past Tuesday, we playeu 
Kotan there and Thursdav. it’s

17.5 million recrees and 
their spouses received 
bilUon in monthly sociw. se­
curity checks in May ‘73.

Albany the re .  Hu(e all our 
p layer-  d. a g rea t  job and 
b r ing  hon.e a win.

The winner "f the door Con­
te-t was - hosen last Friday 
with Mr. ikalla’s shop door 
winning first. Mrs. Beasley’s 
and Mrs. lUker’s Ued for third 
and Coach Aldridge’s came in 
second. 1 haven’t seen Mr. 
Aalla’s yet, but I know it’s gut 
ti be good b beat all the others.

All of the people at M ersel 
High school want ti' wish all 
■ jf M ersel.  Tye Noodle, and 
B la ir  and anywhere e lse ,  a 
Merrv Chri.stti.a .

.Savy beaman Apprentice 
Shelton U. Casady of Route 2, 
Merkel, Tex. returned to hi» 
homejairt at Ls ng Beach, Calif, 
on btiard the destroyer t'Sb 
Kd.son after a six-month de­
ploy metit to the Western Pa- 
• ific. While in the t a r  East 
he participated in fleet train­

ing exercises and visited Ja­
pan, Taiwran, Hong Kong and 
the Philippines.

A former student of Mer­
kel High School, he joined the 
.Navy in February, 1972. He 
IS the son of Mr. and Mrs. S.M. 
Casady of MerkeL

Dr. Ed Dressen
I f  p leated fe onnounce fhe o tio c ie fio n  

of  h i i  ton

Dr. Russell Dressen
in Thè Practicè Of Optometry

504 Cedor Abilene, Texas 677-6331

GIFTS for 
THE ONES You Love

1. L. FISHER 
RNA SERVICE

WEST HIGHWAY 80

INTBRSTATi 20 A 
TWO lOCA TIONS

MERKEL 
AUTO PARTS

921 N. 2nd 
WE WELCOME 

YOUR BUSINESS

TEXSHEEN

I  LING ERIE
is: SHE WILL LOVE IT 

GOWNS $6.00 
^  BABY DOLLS $6.00
M lONG g o w n s S8.00 
i  LONG ROBES $9.00 
I  BRIEFS $1.15

DEARFOAM

¡H O U SE SH O E S  
I  $4 .00  a UP

B E A U T I f U L - P L U S H  
ALL  C O TT O N - TE M B Y

TO W E LS
BATH $2.99
HAND $1.99
WASHCLOTH .79

for MEN WHO 
PERFER THE BEST

$ 2 9 .9 9 A up
M ans

NO IR O N  B E B C A L E

SHEETS
81X104

FULL FITTED f^.99
P I L L O W  C A SE S  1 3 .9 9

LADIES

BLO U SES 
$3.99 A UP

LADIES

B LA ZE R S
$ 2 0 .9 9

Layaw ay

3 4 ” X 6 0 "  R A IN 8 0 W

RUG RU N N ER 
$2.19 _

BEST  WELL  j-
SUPBEME

B LA N K E TS
$6 .99

SHIRTS
$4 .99

2  fOB $ 9 . 0 0

W etfarn

SHIRTS
$6 .99

WARM-INSULATED

JACKETS

iÿl: Merkèl, Tèxas

- 30 D ay  - M a t fe r c h a rg e

CRAWFORDS

• I  «

• I  <

a iU i  J IA N

JA C KETS
$ 8 .9 9

Phon. 97B-S6Ì2

You’R find more of the latest in fashions, home furnishings 
and other items in local stores! Cut down gas expense 
phis time by shopping in stores dose to home! Money 
spent in local stores goes toward impEpving your area, . 
creating more jobs! You’re never nished in local stores,

where clerks are friendlier because 
they’re neightnrs!

QuestionWUC91IUT i

Will you have 
enough natural gas 

for your home this winter?

Let F.T.D.
Soy Wo*rm Thinking of 
You This Soason

ANN’S FLOWERS
» 2 5  N 2nd pb. 928-4742

Let's lay this question 
to rest once and for all.
Lone Star Gas Com ­
pany has enough natural gas re­
serves under contract to adequately 
supp ly our residential, com mercia l 
and other h iqher priority custom ers 
for many winters.

To be sure we have enough for 
these consum ers, we w ill make some 
extensive curta ilm ents of service to 
our large volume custom ers during 
extreme co ld weather th is winter. In 
fact, our contracts with large volume 
custom ers antic ipate the need to 
curta il up to 100% of their needs 
d u r in g  th e se  c o ld  p e r io d s . T h is  
a llow s us to assure service to resi* 
dential, com m ercia l and other h igher 
prio rity custom ers

Answer:

Ife s ! We’re taking major 
steps to make sure 
you have gas for 

the future New gas we're buying 
costs more than four times the price 
we paid just a few years ago. Th is is 
an aston ish ing amount of money! 
But it's the price all of us must pay 
for a continu ing supp ly of natural 
gas energy.

Th is winter, and in the future, 
natural gas from Lone Star w ill con ­
tinue to be your best method of 
home heating, water heating and 
c o o k in g ... just as it has been for 
more than 40 years. But we all must 
remember to help conserve th is pre­
c ious energy fuel.

lone Slor Gas Ô
Clean Energy for Today and Tom orrow

Santa W ill Enjoy
Filling His List Where 
Ho Can Choose Front 
Nomo Brands And a 

Largo Soloction of
Colors and Sixes

Just Arrived in Tima for 
Christmas Giving.

M A M t  S TA M B iO  OM

BELTS and BUCKLES

Don't Know What to Give-
O fV f

A GIFT CERTIFICATE
WIN  eieexe A w fena

BImstmr C b e rf#  mmd le y  A W ejr

WESTERN HOUSE
924 N. 2nd

JOHNNIE A WAYMON ADCOCK 
Ownera

Farmors and Marchants 
National Bank 
MorkolfToxas

lo a ns o f Al l  K indt  
In fmrtt l  B 0 oring 

C»rt i f icol»$  of  Oaposlf 
Sofafy O apoiir Boxoi 

Night  O a p o iito ry  
24 Ho ur  Banking 

Bank by Mai l  
Monay  O rders  

PULL SEBVICE SANK  
MEMBEB  PDIC 
P. O. Bom 4 0 0  

I I I  Edward» St raaf  
Markal ,  Taxas

I

I

I OuBose Texaco I 
I  And Butane |

Service

Distributor Of 
Texaco Products

Phono 928-5322  
N. 7ffi a Kant

S C I N T I L L A T I N G
G l a s s w / i k d

Moiras tha Nieai t  Gift» 
far  Cbrisfm os

BULLOCKS 0
H a rd w a rd  t  Gif t*

ToRjf Laaa Boots
and BELTS  

moAre wonderFvf 
Christmoo gifts

Wida  Solocfien O f Sfylee A 
Sixes A t Reosenoble P r i to t

RE5I5TO L AND DOBBS 
W ESTERN  HA TS

D iik  Stop & Boot Shop
1207  S . 9 fb  M e fb e l.T e a e x  9 a a - 5 2 3 l

L



Best wishes for a joyous Noel 
to all our wonderful friends. May the best o f 
the holiday season be yours!

• ' ̂

THU. DEC-20 THRU. TUE. DEC.24

SAVE 50c W H E N  Y O U  B U Y
10 ot. Ja r o f

INSTANT FOLGER’S 
COFFEE CRYSTALS

Coupofi

SPECIAL PRICE 
WITH THIS COUPON

EXPIRES 12-24-73

2% HOMO 1 3 3  REG. $• 1 4 3
With $7.50  or More in Trade 

Exclusive of Cigarettes

6REENBEANS
3  “

GAL. i*lUS
OEP.

Can

DEL-MONTE
CUT

303 CAN
. . . . 2  fOR

Wbippinq Cream 
Sour Cream 
Half & Half

Fommosr

ctn.

BLUE BONNET

Del-Monte 
303 can

ASPARAGUS 
PINEAPPLE

FOR

DEW DROP 
15 oz. CAN

Bl G DTP FOREMOST
HALF
GAL.

DEL-MONTE TIDBITS  
12 oz. CAN

BORDENS EAGLE BRAND C A N

JACK-O-LANTERN CUT 
N 0 .2 '/ 2  c a nYAMS 

PRESERVES
C r a n b e r r y s a u c e
FLOUR

COCA COLA or
7- UP 12 oz. 

CAN
F O R

BEST MAID 
Apricot"

18 O Z.

OCEAN SPRAY 
300 size

DROMEDARY

Glodioio
5  B&l

BAKERS ANGEL FLAKE

COCONUT
14 oz. LIPTON*S
"«CG 59c TEA BAGS 100 ct. 

PKG, 129

O A T E S1LB. PKG.
BO R D iN ’S

M I N C E  M E A T
9 oz. PKG. _ 2 2 i

GALA FAMILY STYLE

N A P K I N S
2  f o r  4 5 C

REYNOLD’S ALUMINUM

IMPERIAL POWDERED or BROWN

SUGAR F O R

C O O L  
W H I P A'A ox. crt.

OLE SOUTH

KIM BELL’S SALAD 9

C H E R R IE S  some
DEL-MONTE MANDARIAN

KRAFT’S MINE ATURE

ORANGES 11 ox. CAN

39c MARSHMAUOWS 19c 
29c

F O I L
P IE  C R U S T ' '1 ° '3 9 <

DEL-MONTE

PU M PK IN  P IE  M IX c'^n 3 9 c

HUNTING LICENSE 
NOW AVAILABLE

GALA n

B E E F  R I B S  «  4 9 «
R O U N D  S T E A K  “  1
S A U S A G E  “ " " “ “ 2 . ‘i .  2

. . . T O W E L S  C E L E R Y . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 ^
j ^ L L  2  f o r 6 9 (  C r a n b e r r i e s ' i A G  3 9 Í  

P A L M O L I V E  B A N A N A S  « 1 0 <
m 5UN KIST NAVEL

"  s'lzP 6 9 <  O R A N G E S  -  25< i
X-FANCY DELICIOUST ID E

Grado A 
Wholo OnlyFRYERS 

STEAKETTS “ -- r  
BACON

GIANT
SIZE 7 9 <

A P P L E S  “ 3 ^
WALNUTS MIXED NUTS I  FKtiH

; ALMONDS COCONUTS
4 XMAS CANDY PEANUTS EACH

GOOCH’S BLUE RIBBON

Turkey-Chicktn Hens-Haas leave 
us yeur order NOW- for Christaas

29c

*WlMn C w rtnw i S c B i .n a e  
I I  i T

Dddlle Premiums 
On WEDNESDAY On  

Purchase of $2.50
! OR MORE ,IN MERCHANDISft.

Savn Valuable 
Cash Register Tapes 

For Premiums



USE WANT ADS BIRTH rHK MtHkKl. MAH., MtKKEl., TKXAi»

DIAL 928-5712

FOÊ
MONUMiNTS and 

C B M iW t Y  CURBING 
MA. (Sarg) No$tar 
1404 Marring Dr. 

Markal, Texas 
Fhona S-S565

HOtSE FOR SALE to be 
movwl, 212 RunneU, Merkel. 
$650. Call 445-3547 
Texas. 40-4lc

MASONK  M ffTM C
Stated meeUiig of Mer­
kel Lodge No. 710 on 
2nd Saturday and 4th 
Thursday of each month 

at 7:30 p.m. Vistors welcome. 
Members urged to attend.

OUNNBiG McCONNtU, WM.  
. t o y  M A S H B tm i ,  Sa<y

JJ.*> Buy Your Prepaid 
}* Funeral Plan Direct From 
^ h e  Funeral Home And Save

5TARBUCK
FUNERAL HOAdE

ELL KEPT Carpet shows the 
^  re.sults of regular Blue 
^  Lustre spot cleamng. Rent 
> electric shampooer $1. Bul­
ls luck Hardware a Gifts,

----------- --------------------------------------

INmlp Wanted 2

W a nted  — Cooks, w a itr^ s- 
es, and dishwashers. Mer­
kel Restaurant, 928-4923. 8- 
tfc.

'WA.NTED Babysitting under 
school age any hour day 
or night in my home. 1 live 
on old highway 80 between 
Seller Trading Po.st and Vk.A. 
Lyday east of Fina Gas Sta­
tion. Call 928-5741. Mrs. 
William Hatley. 42-2tp

For Rmnt ]
FOR RES^“ 2 bedroom house. 

705 0|Ml Ph. 862-2551. Lu­
ther OTsbom, Trent. 43-2tp

FOR RENT — Unfurmshed a- 
partment, Kay Wilson. Ph. 
928-5615 or 928-5713.31-tT

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING AND 
REMODELING 

NEEDS 
FRED RICHIE

921-5030

REWARD
Your tatirfaction  

Gaf that D ir t ,

Calicha or Gravai  
haulad or tpraad  

Yfa naad you i f  you 
naad ut .

Call Harold Watts
93 t-5769

1
MERKEL AUCTION i 
Saturdays Nights 

7.GO PAI .  
Cantigrtmantt Wakama * 

Wa BuyAaM B  Trada 
Markal Ph. Abilatta Ph 
9 2 t^ 2 1  672-719

WANTED TO BUY 
US. Sihfor Coins

1964 or aarttar
Halt D o lo r, payiag B6s 
SUaar Qumrfar, aay 43c 
Sihrar Dima, . .pay E7<

M A TTS COM A 
STAMP SHOP

3BS s. be.
Tam.

FOR SALE--2 bedroom house 
and lot at 304 Runnels. Con- 
Uct C. D. Herron, Box 607, 
Rutan, Tex. Ph. 735-2875

aL i$ ¿
ochool Bus For sale 

BIDS are being received for 
sale of athletic school bu.s, 
GMC modeL Contact Mack. 
Fisher, Superintendent of 
Schools. 39-tfc

FOR SALE--5 room house and 
lot on North 2nd St., Merkel, 
Texas, Contact Ella Neeb, 
807 Hickory. Abilene, Texas’ 
70601, Ph. 673-0307. 43-3tc

Frgstigg Homos 
Prostigo Proportios

Abilene--Charming 2 bedroom 
home, tiptop condition, garage, 
carport.

Trent--Remi>deled, lovely 3 
bedroom, den . 2 bath home, 
immediate possession.

pk'R LEASE--Farm consisting 
•I of approximately 90 acres of 

land short distance west of
^  Merkel on Interstate 20. A.B. 
J» Patterson Esute. See Herbert 
C Patterson. 43-2tp

Trent--Choice location near 
school, 3 bedroom, den, 2 
bath bnck hon>e, double ga­
rage
Anson— Catfish Haven with 
nice 2 bedroom hom,e.
Grocery store with dwelling,
3 bedroom home and 'lation. 
317 North WllUs, Suite 20 
Abilene 673-0444

Pauline Butman
r e a l t o r  6a2-2222
Joe Moore 692-0484

.Merxel Branch Office 
Billy k Pat Neff

1515 Heath 928-5623
Equal Housing Opportunity

NOTICE
All news copy and classi­

fied ads for the week '«f De­

cember 27 must be turned in 

by 3 p.m. Friday December 21 

so the staff of The .Merkel

FOR RENT--Real nice 2 bed­
room house, attached gar­
age, furnace heat. Call L.H. 
McAden, 672-3804, Abilene.

42-tic

.Mail can enjoy the Christmas 

Holidays.

NEED
A Haw Ytafar Wall 

Dril lad? Alto Inttall 
Mayart Subs 6 
Jacuxii Jatt 

Call

ROBERT HIGGINS
929-599«

I
I
I
I
I
I

USED APPLIANCES
16 Ft. Gibson 

raf r igator  2 door  
f rot t  fraa with 

ica makar  
l ika now.  ||t9.00  

12 ft. Fr igidairò
159.00

G i  D P Y E P  Good
Condition $75 00

GS Cuttom Clothes 
Wat har  $150. 00

Palmor Pontiac 
S GMC

Ph. 929-5Tt3

I

Wanted
Back Haa and Loadar 

Work
Callort, Saptk Tank, 

and Ditching
DON DICKERSON

929-3952

PEST CONTROL
Traa and Shrub Work 

Proa Itt imata 

Cadar Paat-AK Simaa 

Barba Wilaan
Ph. 97B-S2n

FOTYOUR CHRISTMAS SH0PPM6
MOTOROLA LANE

BASSETT lA-Z-AOr
h o o v e r  t e u  c ity

STARBUCK FURNITURE

A. B. Glegorv Estate
Mr. and M rs. j .  B. Ht*ndrii'ks 

in memory of M orn- Smith 
Mr. and Mt "-. W eiidel .Moore 

in memory of .Mrs. R. H. Kings­
ton

Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Falci- tu 
Mr. and Mrs. Tevl McAninch 
Mildred Hamm 
George M. 4. Marilyn Owens 
Mr and M i'. Leroy Eason 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Murdock 
.Mr. and Mis. W.sdlow CTalk
B. J. Tittle in n;emorv of .Mil­

ton Case
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pee 

in memi'ry of .Miltoii Case 
.Mr. and Mrs, Ford Butman 

in memory of Charles Butman 
Mrs. J.IL West 
Melba L. Muds; eth 
Mr. and M l'. .N.B. Teaff 
P.W. k Nell Mlllei 
Mr. and Mrs. le . ' Harns 

in rt.emory of M. G. King 
k Tessle .Mae Walling

Mr. and .Mrs. Cyrus Pee, 
Mi . and .Mrs. Kenneth Pee 
and .Mis. Anna Dunn, in mem.- 
ory of Cecil Guthiie

•Mrs. Pet Touchstone in 
m.em.ory iif Mrs. J.K. Wailing 

Mr. and .Mis. Glenn Teaff 
in memory ■->{ Macy Bud

Faye and Bruno Euckert in 
mem.i'ry of Martha Corder 

Mr. and .Mrs R.E. Pollard 
Cecil Cochran
Mr. and .Mrs. Rotert Hig­

gins in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Buck Leach 

W.i. .Mayes
Mr. and Mrs. Earle .M. Watts 
.Mr. and Mrs. E. Yates Brown 
J. Pierce Holton 
Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Richie 

in memory of Linda Richie k 
Carolyn Cag'.e

Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Banner 
Sybil Kiney in n.emory of Al­

vin Byrd 
H C. Ku'k

CUftord W estenhover 
T.G. Hull
Dr .»nd Mrs. Jarrett Wil- 

lianis
■Mrs. A.H. Kucholtz in mem.- 

ory of George 1, .Moore
Mr. and Mis. Allen L. Byers 
■Mr-. .M..M. Reese in memory 

of Ge«jrge T. .Moore
Mrs. W L. Murphey in mem­

ory of George T. Moore
Mr. and .Vr.s. Sam T. Red- 

wine
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Gay 
Bill Collins
•Mr. and .Mrs. O.B. Wade 

in memory of Alvin Byrd
Mr. and .Mrs. Clark Mun- 

dy
■Mrs. Allen D, King

Continued From Page One 
the artist.

It is a tragedy that the over- 
complex life we live makes us 
dlsp«'sed to add things to the 
scene that were not there. 
There is no evidence of a 
mercenary spiitt at Bethle­
hem--though modern man Lki 
often makes unseemly efforts 
to capitalize on the incident, 
thinking of the profits and for­
getting the reason for Christ's 
coming. At first sight there 
IS no evidence of notoriety 
in the mangel. Such publicity 
as came in the hours following 
C hrist’s birth was given by 
angels to shepherds m a field 
and thrvaigh an unusually bright 
star seen by men who were 
sufficiently wise to take no­
tice of the unu.sual.

l e t  us take time to reflect 
that the most beautiful and 
permanent things have often 
stolen unnoticed into life. They 
are things that have the after­
glow of fame, l>ut there was 
little alHiut them that was dê  
lightful at their t>eginmngs.

At the very heart of this 
simple scene enacted at Beth­
lehem IS to be found, if we 
will not becloud it with unne­
cessary decorations, the most 
sublime of all truths; to save 
humantiy, the invisible Gixl 
came to dwell among us, first 
in the form ol a Babe, then 
spanning the youthful years as 
He grew and then in the form 
of a .Man, willing to m.ake 
Himself known by the single 
and simple ,sign--love. For­
ever healing, consoling, tender 
to the unfortunate, even to the 
end. His love engendered light.

In love He trod the humble 
and simple ways of other men, 
binding their wounds, wiping 
away their tears, relieving 
their distress, southing aching 
hearCs, and it is still the sim­
ple outfvouring of that love, 
which had its spring in the 
“ undecorated nianger,”  that 
the world needs. The simpli­
city of His love remained with 
Him in the simple life He 
liv«^ among men, and the mo­
dern life has robbed many of 
the peace and joy that He ex­
perienced.

The dejith of the richness 
of His being cannot be 
fathomed by our finite minds, 
and high-minded speculations 
about His nature will be but 
the “decorative trimmings” 
that blind the simplicity of 
the manner in which he came.

So let us seek to put our 
minds not on the unintelligi­
ble and inexplicable things-- 
injustice, disease, p^tn, evil, 
all of which we cannot divine 
the meaiiung—but let us have 
a mind and an eye and a heart 
for the simple manifestation 
of God's love as exposed in 
the lowly birth of His son, for 
If we look at Bethlehem, not 
as a scene glided with things 
that never were there, but 
as a simple expression of God’s 
love, what charm that simpli­
city will have as His love 
enfolds us I

CARD OF THANKS
Page Foul

e would like to take this opjxirtunitv to thank 
our fnend- .uid the p**ople of Mei kel who made 
our Open House such a memoiahle ocra.sion.

It was a p le a s u re  to have each of you. and we 
fe l t  we w ere  honored to have .so iiiany com e to 
VI.sit in oui new home.

e are hafipy to l>e a part of Merkel and this 
comniuiuty. you luve been wondeiiul to us, and 
your thoughtfulness, your goodness , and your 
(iieiidshif) .ire treasured and deeply appre<-iated.

Espei iall) would we like to thank Mary Gentry, 
Gayle Baker, P a ts ; .  Walker, Joy Dean McKlmur- 
ray, Jane Car.soii, Betty Satteiwtute, Fmma Lois 
Nhugai t. Mai gal et McAnini h. Elleta Orsbom, Jo 
Ann Smith, He* ky P.ick, Sue Henry, IXirothy Gil­
more, Sue Tu<ker, Georgia Higgins, Abbte Gist, 
Zoie Kussell. Inez Purser, Virginia Sandusky, 
and Faye Rolierlson who were the hostesses for 
our Open House. We appre«'iate their making this 
e\ ent a spei'ial one.

May God bless each of you during the holiday 
season and in the months to come.

Don, M itii, Andy, And toso Hart

PRICE^

Tips on Wood Finishing^

HOLIDAY H IN TS  WITH WOOD F IN ISH
This year solve the problem of d ressing  the house for 

the holidays with colorful wood fin ishes.
Lasting Christma.s wreaths and cen te rp ieces  of pine 

cones, acorns and other dried m ateria ls  can be made 
eas ily  and economically. Simply wire m ateria ls  into a 
styrofoam frame. Then stain and finish in red, green or 
nut brown.

Aood finishes p«>netrate and sea l  to keep even fragile 
twigs and cones looking satiny fresh for years  to come.

Apply wood finish liberally. After 5 to 15 minutes, 
wipe off ex cess  and allow to dry overnight To add a 
really professional touch—coat with a c lea r  polyurethane 
finish

Then you re ready to ce lebrate  the season
For handy year-round advice on ea.sy wood fin ishing— 

a 16-page booklet, ‘ T ips  on Wood F in ish in g .”  is  av a il­
able. For a free copy, write Minwax Company, Inc., 
Dept AG. 72 Oak Street. Clifton, New Jersey  07014.

FARMERS ONION 
INSURANCES

tmop iw v ic i I
4Ci wiept

COTTON
CLASSING

M A C K  S E Y M O R E
ÏÔ2 Ed w a rd * ’

928-8379
M e rk e l, T e 6 4 «

The USDA, Abilene Cotton 
Classing Office graded 48,500 
cotton samples dunng the week 
ending December 15; bringing 
the seasonal total to 382,600 
samples. B. B. Manly es­
timates that 70 percent of the 
crop has been graded.

Quality staUstIcs Indicated 
a trend to lower grades and 
shorter .sUple lengths. Grades 
were 32 percent white, and 64 
percent light-spotted during 
the previous week. SUple 
lengths were little changed 
during the past weekat 45 per­
cent staple 30 or shorter, and 
53 percent .staple 31 or longer. 
Two weeks ago sUple lengths 
were 30 percent .staple 30 or 
shorter, and 69 percent sU­
ple 31 or longer.

A gift 
for the 

entire famiiy
9 « «

X7

DISHWASHER
7^ Jûmêf /̂ p&mee

A Christmas gift that’s sure to please all the family 
. . .  a portable or built-in dishwasher. See your local 
appliance dealer and he will help you to choose the 
correct model for your size family.

C0RSiE¥l & S4¥£ TtPS
to halp your family en/oy thair new dithwathar

• To save money and energy, always wash only 
a fell load Store used dishes in your dish­
washer until you have a full load.

• N dishwashing is delayed for several hours, 
use the "rinse and hold" cycle to prevent food 
from drying on the dishes.

irrd ihp
wêy «ritFi famous Frigidaire 
Electric Appliances

Sat ihmi a in r 1 U

Westlëxas Utilities 
Company An Ehm*

0(earti«W|i Cmptow'

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE st a t e  of TEXAS

To any Sheriff or any Con­
stable within the State of Tex- 
a s - - G R E F T l N G ;

You are hereby ciimmanded 
to cause to be publistie*! once 
each week for four consecu­
tive weeks, the first publica­
tion to be at least tw enty- 
eight days before the return 
day thereof, in a newsjiaper 
printtnl in Taylor County, Tex­
as, the accompanying citation 
of which the herein below fol­
lowing IS a true ropy.

ON ALL
TREE DECORATIONS, 

BOX CHRISTMAS CARDS, 
GIFT WRAPPING PAPER,
RIBBON & BOWS AND 

OTHER BARGAINS

BEN FRANKLIN
i f  129 EDWABDS  fH .9 2 9 -4 9 3 3

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE Oh TEXAS

TO; Hubert Lee MarUn, 
DEFENDANT, GreeUng:

YOU AKE HEREBY COM­
MANDED to appear before 
the Honorable Domestic Rela­
tions Court of Taylor County at 
the Courthouse thereof, in Abi­
lene, Texas, by filing a written 
answer at or before 10 o’cli>ck 
A.M. of the first Monday next 
after the expiration of forty- 
two days from the date of the 
issuance of this ciUtion, same 
being the 7th day of January 
A. D. 1974, to PlainUff’s 
Petition filed in said court, on

the 29th day of October A.| 
1973, in this cause, number« 
8662 on the docket of Kail 
c«)urt and styled Joyce Elainj 
MarUn, PlainUff, vs. Huber 
Lee MarUn, Delendant.

A brief statement of thel 
nature of this suit is as fi.l 
lows, to-wit: Divorce. Nochil-| 
dren. No community property] 
PeUUoner requests her for­
mer name of Lamb restor« 
to her, as is more fully .show 
by Plaintiff's PeUUon on (il^  
In this -suit.

If this cItaUon is not serv« 
within ninety days after the datj 
of Its Issuance, it shall 
returned unserv-1.

The officer executing th 
w rit shall promptly serve tli 
same according to ri 
quirements of law, and the 
mandates hereof, and m.ike due 
return as the law directs. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said court! 
at Abilene, Texas, this thej 
26th day of November A.D.| 
1973 (SEAL)

Attest: IRENE CRAWFOS
Clerk, DomesUc RetaUonsI 
Court, Taylor County, Texas! 
By Myrna Lawrence, Deputy.!

41-4uf

PUBLIC NÜTICE
THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO: Walter Edward Harris, 
Respondent in the hereinafter 
styled and numbered cause: 

YOU ARE HEREBY COM­
MANDED to appe.ir before the 
Domestic Relations Court ol 
Taylor County, Texas, to be 
held at the Courthouse of said 
County in the City of Abilene, 
Taylor County, Texas, at or 
before 10:00 a.m. of the first 
Monday after the expiration 
of forty-two (42) days from 
the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say. at or before 
lOiOO a.m. of Monday the 14th 
day of January, 1974, and an­
swer the PeUtion of Bertha 
Mae Harris, PeUUoner, in 
Cause Number 8759 styled IN 
THE MATTER Of THE MAR­
RIAGE OF BERTHA MAE 
HARRIS AND WALTER ED­
WARD HARRIS, in which the 
following person is PeUUoner: 
Bertha Mae Ham s, and the 
following person is Respon­
dent: Walter Edward Harns,
which PeUUon was filed in 
said Court on the 27th day 
of November, 1973, and the 
nature of which suit is as

fo llows;
A suit for divorce.
If this citaUon is not served^ 

within ninety (90) days after 
date of Its issuance, it shall be 
be returned unserved.

Witness Irene Crawford, 
Clerk of the DumesUc 
RelaUons Court of Taykir 
County, Texas.

Given under my hand and 
seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Abilene, Tay­
lor County, Texas this the 
27th day of November, 1973.

IRENE CRAWFORD 
Dlstnct Clerk *>f 
Taylor County, Texas

BY: Rilla Mahoney,
Deputy

Issued this 27th day of Novem­
ber, 1973.

IRENE CRAWFORD 
Dlstnct Clerk of 
Taylor County, Texa.s

BY: Rilla Mahoney
Deputy

4I-4tr

PUBLIC NUTICE
THE STATE OF TEXAS

To any Sheriff or any Con­
stable within the State of Tex- 
as--GREETING;

Y’ou are hereby commanded 
to cause to be published once 
each week for four consecu- 
Uve weeks, the first publlca- 
Uon to be at least twenty- 
eight days before the return 
day thereof, in a newspaper 
printed in Taylor County, Tex­
as, the accompanying citaUon 
of which the herein below fol­
lowing Is a true copy.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO: Don VltUtoe, DEFEND­
ANT, GreeUng:

YOU ARE HEREBY COM­
MANDED to appear before the 
Honorable DomesUc RelaUons 
Court of Taylor County at the 
Courthouse thereof. In Abilene, 
Texas, by filing a written an­
swer at or before 10 o’clock 
A.M. of the first Monday next 
after the explraUon of forty- 
two days from the date of the 
Issuance of this citation, same 
being the 21st day of January 
A.D. 1974, to PlalnUff’s Pe­
UUon filed in said court, on 
the 16th day of October A.D., 
1973, In this cause, numbered 
8621 on the ducket of said

court and styled Linda VltU­
toe, PlainUff, vs. Don Vlttitoe, 
Defendant.

A brief statement of the na­
ture of this suit Is as follows, 
tu-wit: PeUUoner and respon­
dent were duly and legally mar­
ried on June 22, 1961 and cun- 
Unued to live together unUl c« 
or about October 11, 1973; at 
that Ume they separated; there 
were two children born as a re­
sult of this marriage, to-wit: 
Florence VltUtoe. and Jesse 
VltUtoe; there Is no commu­
nity property to divide, as Is 
more fully shown by PlalnUff's 
PeUUon on file In this suit.

If this CitaUon Is not served 
within ninety days after the data 
of Its Issuance, It shall be re­
turned unserved.

The officer execuUng this 
writ shall promptly serve the 
same according to require­
ments of the law, and the 
mandates hereof, and make due 
return as the lav» directs.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the s««l of said court 
at Abilene, Texas, this the 
6th day of December A.D. 197X

1
Attest: IRENE CRAWFORD
Clerk, DomesUc RelaUons 
Court, Taylor County, Texas 
By Sandra Van Cleave, De­
puty. 42-4tc

PUBLIC NUTICE
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To any Sheriff or any Con­
stable within the State of Tex­
as—GREETING;

You are hereby commanded 
to cause to be published once 
each week for four consecu- 
Uve weeks, the first publica­
tion to be at least twenty-eight 
days before the return day 
thereof, in a newspaper printed 
in Tayior County, Texas, the 
accompanying cltaUon.of which 
the herein below following Is 
a true copy.

on the docket of said court 
and styled John Freeze, Plain­
Uff, vs. Jim Griffin and wife, 
Uaye Griffin, Defendant.

A brief .statement of the 
nature of this suit Is as fal­
lows, to-wlt: Suit on account 
of $7,512.47, plus reasonabln 
attorney fees, and for attach­
ment of property described 
as Lot 17, Block P of Ught- 
ner Subdivision of H. Ward
Survey #90, City of Abilen^ 

i, know«

r) c>

CITATION BY PUBUCATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO; Jim Griffin, DEFEN­

DANT, GreeUng:
YOU ARE HEREBY COM­

MANDED to appear before the 
Honorable 42nd District Court 
of Taylor County at the Court­
house thereof, in Abilene, Tex­
as, by filing a written answer 
at or before 10 o'clock A.M. 
of the first Monday next after 
the expiration of forty-two days 
from the date of the Issuance 
of this citaUon, same being 

the 14th day of January A.D. 
1973, to PlalnUff’s PeUUon 
filed In said court, on the 20th 
day of July A.D. 1973, in this 
cause, numbered 34, 224-A

Taylor County, Texas, 
as 802 Ross Street, Abllen6,|^ 
Texas, as Is more fully shown 
by PlalnUff's PeUUon on fll* 
In this suit.

If this CitaUon Is not servgd 
within ninety days after tHe 
date of Its issuance, It shall 
be returned unserved.

The officer execuUng this 
writ shall promptly serve tha 
same according to require­
ments of law, and the man­
dates hereof, and make dge 
return as the law directs.

Issued and given under tnOf
urthand and the .seal of said cour 

at Abilene, Texas, this tht 
10th day of December A.D. 1993 
(SEAL) . f

AUasU IRENE CRAWFORP' 
Clerk, 42nd District CouSt 
Taylor County, Texas 
By Marie Adkins, Oeputgr.

43-4tc

i

i

L



A .I
}«r*

f>äll
liun4
iber

tr** 
s f„ 
:hil- 
i«*rtyj 
for­
tori

(Ilei

ierve 
e dïij 
I I

vedi
«r
be

1.
tic
V'r

end
ce
»y-he
iS.
fUJ

of
ah

e>,

ITl-

KÜ
of

cas

>•>.1

4tc

tl-

la-
ÏS .
I -
i r -

oil
t
■e
e-
e
u-
s
's
t.
ed
ae
re-

le
ue

ny
rt
ie
73fc

1
(0
IS
I f
»—

>urt
ti“
re ,

le
fo l-
iint
bl«
h“
ed
it­
ati

This has been a wonderful 
week with no one real ill and 
we have had lots of visitors.

The M e rk e l B ro w n ie s  
brought homemade Xmas balls 
and peppermint candy canes 
(or the patients and also sang 
carols. They helped decorate 
the Christmas tree. Thank you 
little friends.

The Merkel Cadettes visited 
and brought bags of candy and 
nuts. They made a Christmas

Starr Nursing Home News
wreath for the home. They also 
sang carols. Thank you Cadettes

Mrs. Blanch Landers and 
Ruth Jacobsen of Lawn visited 
W.C. Landers last week.

We wish to thank Mrs. C.A. 
Holder (or the beautiful poln- 
settla to go on our piano in 
the lobby. We are enjoying 
it very much.

Sunday, the Pioneer Metho­
dist Church was unable to fill 
their appointment for church
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ALL PRICES 
DRASTICALLY REDUCED

■ 0 ^  C H IV R O L IT  C A N IIC I 4 doer, hord top. oir cood.tior, 
/  £L power, jtereo tope, power wir>dow» or>d power seoti. 
13 000 octiKil miles S t ill like new Beige color S ^ Q Q C  
with beige vinyl top GOING T H IS  WEEK, only 
W 4 »  OMC ',S ton pick-up, 350 engine, short norrow bed, 
#  Í  automotic, foctory oir condition, power brokes super 
custom, 6 ply tire j, red ond white color.
24.000 one owner miles. REAL NICE
W A  6MC Va ton pick-up, long wide bed, 350 enguve, ou- 
«  W  tomotie tronsmiision power steering, power brakes, 
♦octory Oir condition, bronie ond white color. 56 000 one 
owner miles A reol nice pick-up. $ 1 T O C
GOING A T  O NLY ■ # ^

2 T A  M N TIA C  C ATA LIN A  4 door ^edoris, oir con- 
W  ditlon ond power Both hove two-

tone point. REAL NICE. Storting ot
^ 4 %  PONTIAC C R A N D V ILU  4 drxir, hord top. Th is  one 
/  A  hos oil the GOODIES Beige color
yVtyl top. Nice one owner cor. Only

n 4 9 5
p. Th is  one 

ith , 3 3 9 5

PONTIAC Bonneville 4 door bordtop. oir ond puwrr.
green color with gold vinyl top, electric $ 1 ^ 0 ^  

Windows, cruise control, t ilt  wheel. REAL NICE lew we#
PONTIAC Cotolirto 4 door sedan, air and power,
bronie color < 2 0 9 572

with white fop, nice frv only
PONTIAC GRAND SAEARI 6 passenger wagon, oir 

I  “  condition, power, tope player, t ilt  wheel, cruise con­
trol, power sects, power windows, light »3495
green color. Real nice. One owner 
X e  PONTIAC T IM P E S T  4 door sedan, Oir con- 
0 3  ditlon, power. Real nice tor only . M ^ e #

PONTIAC 6 T 0  2 door hord top, V-8, 4 speed, power 
0 ^  steering, foctory oir, chrome wheels,
»tew tires, brown color with brown vinyl top

PONTIAC Tempest Custom wogon, oir ond power, 
we sold It new,

geld with white top, nice tor only . . .
PONTIAC Bonneville 4 door hordtop, oir and 
power, good tires,

green with white top, only ......................
7 3  ^ *4 T IA C  C A TA LIN A  4 door sedan, oir and 
»  4w power, driver education fors. 1 ton, t  ̂  ^  A  g  
1 blue both still like new. Going at reduced prices « » ■ • « • #

3 ^ 1  PONTIAC Cotolinos, 4 door sedons, o ir and power 
I  new tires, white with green vinyl 

roof, reol nice —  F ro m ..........  . . .

»895
3wer,

»1295
and

»1195

»1795
We have «L 1973 CATALĴ NAS, 2 floor hord top, 4 dorw hoid 
top ond Z ddoor sedons. Three fvive vinyl tops. DRIVERS ED
AND DEMOS. A ll with oir ond power. »3695
All reol rice. Your Choice............................  only

W l NAVI M vnua o n m  MAL MCI UMD 
CAM TOI

'E m '

Polmer Pontioc & GM C 
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au Mr. Pribble ram« and played 
the piano for the patients for 
which we are grateful. Mr. 
Pribble often plays the piano 
and the patient.s always enjoy 
his playing.

The L.V.N.'s from Merkel, 
Ruth Smith, Thelma Wade, Ruth 
Pangle and Joyce Minnch, who 
is attending L.V.H. School in 
Sweetwater and Imogen« Wil­
liams, N.A. and I attended the 
L.V.N. party Monday night In 
Las Bnas party room. Mr. and 
Mrs. We' Byrd were host and 
hostess. The residents of the 
Nursing Hume were chosen 
as this years Christmas pro­
ject and I brought each a 
large number of nice gifts 
which will be given to the 
patients Christmas. We cer­
tainly are  grateful fur the gifts.

Mrs. R e id e n b a c h  is im­
proved and many of her friends 
are  dropping in to see her.

Mrs. Addle McDonald has 
gone to Odessa to spend Christ­
mas. We hope she won't stay 
too long but we wish for her 
a Merry Christmas there. I 
am sure she will read it in 
the Merkel Mail at Odessa. 
Her daughter, Mrs. Roys, sub­
scribes to the Merkel Mall.

Twenty-seven employees and 
visitors attended the em­
ployee party in the lobby Sat­
urday afternoon. Everyone re­
ported an enjoyable time.

Fire Dept. 
Held 2nd 
Turkey Shoot

Edwards Plateau Deer May 
Die From Malnutrition

THE MERKEL MAIL, .MERKEL, TEXAS 
Page Five Oerember 20, 1978

M iss  C loyd  

In P arad e

The Merkel E ire Dept, held 
its second annual Turkey Shoot 
Sunday, Dec. 16 at the Bunk 
Tipton gravel pit. There were 
three shooting event.-̂  with ten 
shooters per event. The 22- 
rifle and hi-powered rifle had 
three shots pei target and the 
shotgun event five clay ta r­
gets per shooter.

The 22-nfle evHit had five 
rounds of shooting. E’irs t round 
winner was Horace Childers; 
second round, Ken Mattingly; 
third round. Bob Rankin; fourth 
round. Dean Goodman and fifth 
round, Mrs. D. A. Bishop. 
There was an event for boys 
only with Cliff Mattingly win­
ning the turkey.

The hi-jxiwered event liad 
five rounds with J.ick Bagby 
winner of the first round. Se­
cond round winner was Bob 
Rankin; third round, Bob Ran­
kin; fourth round, Ken MatUng- 
ly, and fifth round, Keith Wil­
son.

There were seven rounds 
in the shotgun event with Ter­
ry Gardner the first round 
winner. Second round winner 
was Larry Bailiff; third round, 
Billy Lucas; fourth round, Ter­
ry Gardner; fifth round, Ronny 
Berry; .sixth round, Jerry Don 
Sandusky, and seventh round, 
Donnie Doan.

Shooters were allowed to 
win two turkeys for one event. 
Turkeys may be picked up af­
ter Dw. 18 at Wil.son’s Food 
Store.

AUSnN--Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department biologists 
say they (ear many parts of 
the Edwards Plateau will ex­
perience deer losse this win­
ter due to malnutribon.

Donnie Harmel, department 
project leader for the Edwards 
Plateau Regulatory Area, has 
urged landowners in the affect- 
urged landowners in the af­
fected areas to use as many 
antlerless deer permits as 
possible in order to thin the 
deer herd.

Harmel said although most 
deer inspected and weighed 
in locker plants throughout 
the Hill Country appear to be 
111 fair condition, many reports 
of p<xir deer are being re 
ceived.

Recent frosts slowed or 
stopped the growth of (orbs, 
weeds on which deer are large­
ly dependent, and deer condi­
tions are likely to go downhill, 
according to Harmel. A lack 
of acorns and other fruits ha.' 
already jeated a food shor­
tage.

Rod .Marburger, the depart­
ment's wildlife disease project 
leader in Kerrville, said that

although d e e r  body cunUiUons 
gene ra l ly  ap p e a r  to be a d e ­
quate  at p re se n t ,  the an im als  
he has  inspec ted  do not havi 
(at r e s e rv e s .

Marburger said these re ­
serves are nei'essary to deer 
in case (ood supplies are cut 
sharply. He said an increasing 
number of the diseased deer 
reported to him recently are 
proving to be malnourished 
deer.

Biologists say landowners 
should encourage hunters to 
harvest surplus deer to help 
forestall a major die-off and 
utilize vemson which might 
otherwise be wasted.

Hunters and landowners 
should be alert for signs of 

aeer malnutrition in their 
areas. Indications of poor food 
availability are ueei witn pro­
minent ribs, deer feeding in oat 
patches throughout the day and 
decreased alertness of deer. 

These symptoms indicate 
that procrastinating hunters 
may have difficulty finding deer 
in good flesh shortly.

Gleaners Have Christmas D in iit
Herbert Patterson, SalU«The Gleaner's Sunday School 

Class of The F irst United Me­
thodist Church met December 
12 (or their Christmas Dinner 
in the Fellowship Hall. Mrs. 
O. R. Douglass, president, 
called on Rev. N. S. Daniel to 
gve the prayer of than'ts.

The president was in charge 
of the program. Mrs. T.K. An­
derson gave the Christmas 
Story according to Saint Luke 
and then accompanied the group 
while Mrs. Denzel Cox led in 
the singing of Christmas Car- 
rols. E;ach member told a well 
remembered personal story 
of “Christmases Past.''

The annual Christmas offer­
ing was made to the Metho­
dist Home in Waco, Texas.

Santa distributed gifts from a 
beautiful tree to the following 
members and guests: Mmes. 
Fay Doan, Tom Largent, N.S. 
Darnel, W. A. Stockbndge, 
Mattie Billingsley, Anna Dunn, 
Wllmer Cns-well, Floyd Davis,

Moor«, EUa MrWllUams,,;QR>
ohiuioa.ward Everett, Ada Job____.

Jimmy Brown, Jessie H o*#- 
ton, Harold Odum, R lch«fdy- 
dum, of Oequeen, Ark., Jfta  
Shannon, Winnie Cypert, -DM 
Grimes, Dee Moore, W.W. 
Toombs, Oewell McLean, al­
bert Criswell, O.E. Harwell, 
O.R. Douglass, Johnny Cok, 
Mary Clock, Roy Bacciu, Ver­
non Simpson, Denzel Cox, T.K. 
Anderson, Misse Louise Hud­
son, Mable McRee and Boaale 
Reidenbach, Rev. and Mra. 
Russell McAnally and 
Darnel.

Latin American Art
Round-Up

Tammye Darlene Cloyd, a 
member of the Westwirl-Wind.s 
of Abilene, participated in the 
Christmas Parade at Lancas­
ter, and also the one here in 
Merkel. She is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cloyd of 
Merkel.

11 million persons received 
an average of |54 in April 
1973 from aid to three mll- 
bon families with 7.9 million 
cildren.

AUSTIN, Texas (Spl.)--The 
University of Tbxas Art Mu­
seum Is at work now on a 
project that vail culminate in 
1975 with a major exhibit 

of Latin American art.
Focus of the exhibit will 

be on trends that have deve­
loped since the end of World 
War II—a time when Latin 
American art moved strongly 
into international focus.

Among Latin American 
trends to be revealed In the UT 
exhibit ar t arts that interpret 
society, arts that investigate 
space and light environments.

FOSTER WATTS, who is 
making his home with his sis­
ter Mrs. Sherman Lane, 1303 
South 3rd , is in Hendrick 
Memonal Hospital recovenng 
from surgery. Recent visitors 
to the hospital were his sons 
and their wiv«', .Mr. and Mrs. 
James Watts from Odessa, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Watts from 
Hobbs, .New Mexico and a sis­
ter Mrs. Clarence Walden and 
son Ge<jrge from Midland.

VISITORS In the home of 
.Mr. and Mrs. Jay Greenfield 
and friends recently were Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Westenhover 
from Weatherford.

K ink, Don’t M unch 
U nder the Mistletoe

Though not commonly 
known, the waxy white mis­
tletoe berry is highly poison­
ous. Adults as well as chil­
dren have died from eatfitg

SWEETWATER LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION, INC.

L E T  US H A N D L E  Y O U »  C A T T L E  N E E D S  
CECIL  S E l l f t S ,  O w n « r

SALE EVERY WED. 11:00

W H E T H E »  B U Y IN G  OB S E L L I N G

H a m l in  5 7 6 -2 5 6 0  S w « « fw o t« r  2 3 6 - 6 3 7 1  **

M e r k e l  D r u g  Co .
••V I • •••• • 6 ••• •••*••• ••• • t

t :  •.; •»«* ; : c  t; •.•»»* ».«*; t . .».«•(.* »1..%./
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M C -29

purn.
m  POWER OCTANGLER

from Gillette

- P u r r r  gently 
separates wet
or dry tangles T n

ALKA-SELTZER

2.88 I ROMILAR.m

— Purrr gently 
separates wet 4 
or dry tangles j

.2 4
ends and 
broken hairs 

Leaves hair 
clean, natural and 

MIg list 29c healthy looking.

LADY SCHICK
W A R M ' N

C R E A M Y

1.08
Alka-

Seltzer
r .pprisp “b

fresh in FOH'

17 88

21 9S

**'i lo r  s;6 9 '

S O A C L E N S

controls coughs 
clears congestion 

eases breathing 
3 01

1 3 4

Mtg list 522 99

CHOCOLATE CHOCKS [Oréete
ZESTABS

1 79

BUGS
BUNNY

^uGsBwviy

swecew

SOAKING AND WETTING 
SOLUTION FOR 

C O N TA C T  LENSES

SKINNY DIP
FRUIT DIP -  -'• St « IfWOP

I 88

4 0? Mt(r list S2 42
k' r* V Mt(t list S2 50 | Also Available «»ith Iron

HAI KA RA n IHAI KARATE
A FTERSH A V E ^  COLOGNE 7 ----

.78

Reg 60 s Mtg list 52 29

LOTION
4 or

1.44 ^
P O L I D E N T
EXTRA EFFERVESCENT

TABLETS

Mtg list 51 75

THE SCHICK 
HOT LATHER MACHINE

SCHICK
FLEXAMATIC

Mode' «400
Refills in regular, 

menthol, 
lemon and lime

W ATER  PIK
l T h «  

S c h ic k  
'• l io t  t .« t l* « 'r  

m a tc h in e
32 49

I
*4»ar
Ì Ì

f

ORAL HYGIENE INSTRUMENT 
DELUXE MODEL 37 18.99

Ü - ID E N T
t a b l e t s

w

.82
Mtg list 99c

Patented pulsating 
action showers the 
mouth with 1200 lets 
of water a minute to 
Hush out food and 
help stimulate gums

Mig list 539  95

1.29 10

LADY SCHICK
S H A V I N G
^ W A N D

M URIN E Ieveready W  „
I f l V U I I v L  I twO PAK BATTERIES 11? 9 ?

%

Itr  9 9

24 .95
Makes eyes leel 

good again'
950 2 D Sire 935 2 C S re

8
»

NEW D I A L
—1 VERY 

DRY
A n f i -

a Perspiront
5 or

<11. tl
I U.KV KRT

,

.89
4<.i'l.rbif 8 or 

Mfg list 51 29 and 12 or

Mfg list 51 59 I The Ideal Gilt tor Better Family Health Mtg list 529 95

ROMAN BRIO f
AFTER SHAVE 
LOTION n in to  a ll-1 MM0̂' 1.98 ®
Mtg list 52  50

ROf^AN BRIO f 1
COLOGNE

EVERYNIGHT
SHAMPOO

I I  ■ I
Lemon 12or ^

.49 ««
V'g . > 5'U Q’

Also Available
Herb
Balsam

2.66 1.59

Also 
A. aiiabie 

0 6 or 
Piaslit

.(atar- ■

LADY SCHICK
LASTING CURLS 

HAIR SETTER

.84 'UltA:
S ä j 'A S I

Mtg list 5' 09

18 9 ‘-»

-  PAPERMATE
I POWERPOINT V.iu.preer.r,.ugge,ted 

.1 bared on a turvty bv an

2.98
bared on a rurviy by an 

indeyendent auditing c tiK trn  
and may vary

CHIORASEPTIC
I M't ! 52‘- 91'

TT^y“s c h I c k
1  9 TIME MACHINE^

SALON DRYER m
%

Minor Son Thnat Piii? WITH SPRAY
Also Available Bor 12or and aerosol Mtg list 5t 59

4»,

5
32 .49

Mtg list 53 95 T H E  A B O V E  A D V E R T I S E D  I T E M S  ARE A V A I L A B L E  AT  M O S T  T O P M O S T  P H A R M A C I E S Wg I ,• \3<1 Ql,

I .



U hat Christmas Means To Me TYE
: tl‘ •• ilx'Ut

t N'.i-.di- Fi
lU.-i li; lli<- t turd  

Nil Aiiim

ll.»*.ili.- li i f  t£l\- 
;è ll (i I'l '. (f»t‘llin;

’ I !i i tn.a- n.f.iu'  t>
1. iiid jii> . Vk ■■ lo\ e

lili ■. I- 'Df ano-
• ,:ng ttiun; f<t »-afh

jn d  best w ishes 

h ii a \lerr> C h r is t - 

mas Ve wish you 

h.'ppmess in th is hol- 

d.iv season

S o r n e f f  

B a rb e r Sho p
Jo A V incont

tl.ei it 1 a timt' ti' (Hit up 
ttif in*»* ami to tiv happ) 1 
lo\ e C'lm>'in,a->

Ja< kle Ourti
f  h r i '  t 111 a N moans lo\e. 

t’hil-'tinas l> Josu- UithUat. 
It-' the best ünie of the year.
It viiU aUa)-«. be >our happe-'t 
iJa>.

Sal Acuna
C h r i s tm a s  means lote. 

When JesU' ^̂ â  Imn^, the 
Wi-enien ¿ave him presents 
but since Jesus died on the 
, |.,ss  lo i(i|¿ive out sins ine> 
a te  ¿ivin¿ U' tfU' presents for 
li'Ve, It is happiness to me and 
loV e

Tonja Hli Kllell
lesiis nieans nu>re than anv- 

thiii¿ to us and we love you very 
much and C h r i ' t i n a s  was the 
da\ .. ou was Ihiu i . We loveyou.

DoU¿ b a t t r e a l
It is love and fun and the best 

Chiistiiias 1 had all Christmas 
and It f  leelinfi hapfuiless and 
fun.

Ida. el: schulti
What Christmas Means to 

Me IS happiness, feeling merry, 
to love one anothei ¿ivin¿ and 
that Je-ii' Was boin, sharing 
w ith one aliothel

Debra Ki mb fell
Chiistmas means love and 

happiness. It means 1 like to 
give more than 1 like to geC 
But when 1 get it makes me 
think that some<'ne who love 
and cares for me. When 1 give 
pre-ents it mases me feel hap­
piness. When people say. Oh 1 
love this gift you gave me, it 
T.ases me feel .ery very happ'y.

Wind; Whisenhunt
Christmas is love and 1 love

eveiv thing. But what Christ­
mas'n.eans most of all IS not
getting prs-sent'. No. it’s the 
Clift that Je 'u s gave us Ufe 
and hon e and earth.

tddle Maitin
It means love and happi­

ness giving gifts and you 
sho uld always be good the whole 
year. Be« ause something hap­
pens on Christmas Eve, at

J u s t  a C h e e r y  litt le  greeting to say, may y o u r  

Yu le tide  season be merry in every way'

Cyrus Pee Ins. Agency
Cyrus A E th e l

night you wake up at morn­
ing and what do you see, you 
see pre eiits and presents. But 
do you know how they got there. 
Krum Santa Claus, Be gixxl 
and be luce. It is love and 
happiness.

Pam Massey
What Christmas Means to 

Me Is love and happiness. And 
It means giving things to each 
other and enjoyment.

Shaien Austerman 
Christmas means love, merry. 

A person who believes in Jesus 
Chiist and follows h i 'te a ch ­
ings.

S< ott Adair
Christmas nieans love to 

me because on Christmas time 
yi’ur supfxise to love each other 
be< ause its Jesus birthday and 
we celet'rate his birthday on 
Chiistmas Eve.

Hosts Biera
Christmas means to me a 

joyful time of the year and 
celebrating Christ biithday.

Grege Arnw'ing
Chnstmas means to me lov­

ing each other very much. And 
to have a gocid happy feeling, 
like t«v be nice to each other 
and kind. Christmas is a very 
merry feeling for everybody. 
Even for animals.

Stormy Magee
It means to me love and 

happiness and happy feeling 
and you get toys to play with 
and he gave you 'tuff to do 
when you don't have nothing 
to do.

Eddy Ham s
Christmas means love and 

happiness. Chnstmas is feel­
ing Je us. Christmas is get­
ting together,

Kyle Wolf
Christmas is celebrated, to 

love. It means fnends, and 
to have dinner K>gether.

James Stephens
Chnstmas is always fun.

I Uke Christmas. Christmas 
IS fun family. Christmas is 
love all the time.

Michael Tutt

Warren Chalker 
Retires M 
Coca-Cola Co.

Warren Chalker, an em- 
employeeof Texas-Cola Bot­
tling Company, 2v74 North 
F irst, Abilene, Texas, will re­
tire  on December 21, 1973, after 
31 years of service. Warren 
and his wife, Alene, re ide at 
1142 Meander, Abilme. They 
are the parent.' of one daugh­
ter, Linda Kile , and grand­
pa rnts of T«>dd and Laura 
Lite . W arren is a Deacon and 
former memlier of the Auditing 
Committee at F irst Baptist 
Church, Abilene.

REST “ ASSURED" THAT WE RE WISH­
ING ONLY THE BEST FOR YOU AT 
CHRISTMAS TIME. MAY YOUR HOLI­
DAYS BE MERRY!

Boney Insurance
Benny and Boney

H ere 's hoping you hove a  hohday 
season filled with o ld - fa s h io n e d  
cheer. Best wishes from all of us at

STARBUCK FURNITURE

We hope you have 
a happy holiday!

Wilson 
J e w l e r y  

Franci t  A W o o d y

H«| tte SSVit ISO CfeMT •( 

UN fuSM M m  fM u 4 

f$m TIM S NT »M  Iv  TM 

Isr UN InM<i  M  41 Hsn # 

tfetfur. HsTTT t t r s ta » '

Fox Rmpair

I d i t h  A Ollio

Continued Fiom Page One

pies glad when they saw the 
Lord.’*

More and more present day 
congregations are becoming a- 
ware of the need of God’s mes­
sage. Our pulpits today have 
become mere arenas of debate 
and oratory rather than the 
stage of life which presents 
the true answer to the per­
plexities and worries of the 
age.

Who then is capable of per­
forming this awesome task? 
Only the messenger of the 
Lord--the messenger sent by 
the Lord, from the Lord to 
proclaim the truths of Je.us 
Christ.

On the first Christmas night, 
the angel of the Lord was the 
messenger from God and he 
came to bear the gv>od news 
about the birth of Je'Us. He 
came to lowly shepherds who 
were out in the field tending 
their sheep «jn the Judean hill­
side.

We like they can be a mes­
senger of the Lord. Our mes­
sage IS not about Jesus’ birth 
in Bethlehem, even though this 
IS part of the story. Our mes­
sage is a complete m e s s a g e  
IS part of the story. Our mes­
sage 1 s a complete mes.sage 
which spans the lengths of time 
and tells about Je 'U s’ birth. 
His life, His death, and His 
resurrection. However, there 
are  some things which the mes­
senger proclaimed that night 
which ajiply to our message 
today.

The messenger of the Lord 
proclaims the reality of 
Christ’s birth. (Luke 2:10-12) 
The angel of the Lord that 
night long ago did not come 
proclaiming that the world was 
createil. He did not come tel­
ling aUtut the expecttxl birth 
of a Messiah. The message of 
the angel was that for a fact, 
Jesus IS born!
buppose that Christ had not 

been born
That far-away Judean morn. 
Suppose that God, whose mighty 

hand
Created worlds, had never 

planned
A way fur man to be redeemed. 
Suppose the Wise Men only 

dreamed
That guiding star whose light 

still glows
Down thrv'Ugh the centuries. 

Suppose
Christ never walked here In 

men’s sight
Our blessed W ay, and Truth, 

and Light.
As far as piteous heathen know, 
These things that I’ve "sup­

pose«!”  — are so.

The messenger of the Lord 
proclaims the direction into

C hrist's presence. (Luke 2;11- 
12) The way to Christ is dis­
tinct. The signs along the way 
are  clear and as long as the 
Shepherds kept their attention 
on the Christ, they wer e not 
mislead. Keligions may con­
fuse us about how to get to 
heaven, but the real messen­
ger of the Lord knows that 
the only solution to the pro­
blems of people and the re­
medy for lonliness and frus­
tration are to be found in a per­
son, Jesus Christ.

The Messenger of the Lord 
proclaims the rewards of 
Chri.st’s coming. (Luke 2:10) 
The angel of the Lord came 
proclaiming the things which 
Jesus Christ would b e . "Do 
not be afraid; for behold, 1 
bring you good news of a great 
joy which shall be for all the 
people;”  The rewards of Jesus’ 
coming mean more to us than 
physical meat and water. They 
mean spiritual discernment, 
moral correctness, and an 
awareness of God’s supreme 
providence. To think of the 
rewards simply In terms of 
the eternal "heaven” Is to 
dampen the glorious prospect 
of a life filled to overflowing 
with the presence of Christ and 
a life overflowing to others 
his marvelous love and redem- 
his marvelou lo v e  and re­
demption and grace. The real 
reward which the messenger 
of the Lord has to proclaim 
Is Jesus Christ hlmselfl

Who can be a messenger

of the Lord? Ik« you have to 
be a preacher? Do you have 
to be ordained'' S«jnie would 
have u-s (eel this way. In fact, 
this has been a g real tool 
of the Devil in the years gone 
by.

The world is waiting for 
someone who has this mes­
sage, Therefore, let you and 
me

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUN­
TAIN

OVER THE ini.L AND 
EVERN"WHERE

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUN­
TAIN

THAT JESUS CHRIST IS 
--------------------------------

Median Fences
To Be
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these tips on skul pieventioii 
ami control.

.Avoitl almipt changes in 
ilirection. .Anticipate move­
ments ami make lane chang­
es ami turns gratluallv. Stay 
sp.ued out in tratlic .More 
room is re<|uireil lor stops on

wintry mails
The trick to stopnine on h 

is to keep the wheels from 
liKkinj». Jamming on the 
brakes only semis the car intti 
a slide Use rapiil, hard jahs 
on the brake pedal for an 
on-conrse stop

^  •

At Trent
ACST1N--The Texas High­

way Commission today ap­
proved installation of median 
barrier fences to improve 
safety at four railroad over­
pass locations on Interstate 
Highway 20 in We t Texas.

The locations and estimated 
costs are:

--In NUtchell County at the 
Ta p  Railroad overpass at Lo- 
ralne, $77,800.

--In Nolan County at the 
banta Fe Railroad overpass 
at Adnan Road, $123,600.

--In Taylin- County at the 
Ta p  Railroad overpass at 
Trent, $675,000.

with 
friendly 
thoughts and wishes too, 
that Christmas brings the 
best to you.

Farmers Co-op Gin 

Society No. 1

...to you and yours this 
happy holiday season. 
Thank you for your 
patronage.

Conley 
Barber Shop

B. A.

T o  you and your family, our sincere 
wishes for a home blessed by all the joys 
of the holiday season. Happy Yule!

Prestige Homes/Prestige Properties
Paul ino B u tm an  j o n  M o o r*

Billy A P e t  No  ft

...snd htst unshts for « 
New Y**f o f happiness 
in a worid o f peace.

Bd's Feed A Seed

i d ,  A l w a y n o  A G in n

Afny t6e spirit o f  
Christmas abide with 
you now and through 
the New Year.

Barley Garage
7yo ,  Tnxos

...and from aN of 
ua to aM of you, tha 
baat of tiui holiday 
Mason. Thank you 
fof your patronaga.

Merkel Locker 

Plant

May this Christmas 
find you at peace 

with the world and 
yourself.

Maries

Beauty Korner

And peace on earth, good uiU touard men ' May 
the Chnstmas message mspire us u ith love for all

Bullock Hardware
A Girts

A ln m n d o ,  Grato and Willio
e •

t »*• •  «1 '
Ornnmmg of a evondorful C hrin tm M f Horo 's  

hopUig aU your droamn como truo th is  Vulo. 
HoNday orootinga from tho mnoogomant  of

Asteroid Inn Motel
Merkel, Texas

lust petting together the best of wishes for 
all ear good friends. May this Ynie season be 

a b ap py  o i e  f o r  yon and yonr l o v i d  on es.  
Tbanks for yonr patronage.

Higginbotham-Bartlett
Baymond and Anna Lou

Pat, Linda, Dobbia a n d  Billia 

Ikia

L s
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W c
l> a v e
s e e p
H i s

s t a r
... and are come to 

worship Him. Such 

was the message of ' 

the Wise Men who 

laid their gifts 

before the newborn 

King. Now, at Christ­

mas, the star of Beth - 

lehem shines before 

us more brightly than 

ever. Let us follow it 

to lasting peace.

The Methel MaH
Sfmv and Kaya Lanham

Caeil and Paf Plylar

Conni« Harri» Satin Cattilla
df' ■'¡I



Letters To Sonta Claus
LKFTKKi) TO santa 

■ KdUorN Note; to
Salita if*- re-pnnt»^ the> 
r^ni« ti> the KUil with the 
eiueptlon of ák few changes, 
for cUnfication fiom all of 
S an ta 's  f rienU.s.)

Your f nei Ills.,
Mike and Patricia llagar 
3Ü7 Ha> nes St.

D e a r S a n ta ,
1 am a l i t t le  t>oy and 1 want 

a suck  sh if te r  and a pitch 
hack, and a lso  a t ra in  se t 
and a fis thall.  1 have a li t t le  
s i s t e r  that wants a rock-  
III h o r se  and a little doll and 
1 guess  tha ts  all she  wants.

Uea r Santa
I want 1. a Tinj Tears 2. 

a .Make up Set 3. and a fin­
ger nar kit. 4. and a bress
5. and a pear of big bell
6. a surprise 7 and 1 want 
a maXe\.

Love,
Gena Karr 
2202 Over St.
Abilene, Texas

Dear Santa,
I want a Gabagel. And a

make up set. And a iKdtle 
Ilf finger naie polesh. And a 
pear of sQuae boots and a 
pace suit, and a pear of hip- 
pugers. and a long purse, and 
a long Granny gown and I want 
It to be red. And some tan 
panny hose and 1 want a long 
maxie.

Love,
Cindy Mitchell 
3218 SouUi 4th 
Abilene, Texas 

Uear Santa,
One letter was received by 

the Merkel Mail and was from 
Papié and MichaeU They had 
a very long list but It was

c -r "

It '»  our favorite  tim o of yoor and on« of th *  si«asj»c 

mo«t on|oyablo custom» o f tho »oa»on ■» greeting

our m any good frie nd» and patron» and w ish in g  them  the  

best th a t life  has to o ffe r M erry C hristm as to you a ll'

H. W. Leinens, Inc
T*xas

? Í -

C h r is t m a s  b l e s s in g s  to  y ou  and  yourn at th is  
h o lid a y  s e a s o n .. .w r  s in c r r r ly  h o p e  th at y o u r  
fo n d e s t  w ish es  w ill be rea lized . G r ee tin g s  fro m  
th e  m a n a g e m e n t and th e  e n tir e  s ta ff  at

Hardy's Grocery
Royem S  Joy

not veiy ledglble as it was 
probaldy written from some­
one who is between the age of 
2-4 years.

Hope you will fill their list.
Michael & Papié 

Uear Santa Clause,
Please can I liave 

monkey.
How are you teeling?
1 am very glad of Christ­

mas.
1 like you Santa Claus. 1 

am 7 years old.

live

Love,
Selma Murray 
111 Hose 

Dear Santa,
1 am wriUng you to let you 

know what I want for Christ­
mas.

1 want a 3 speed bicycle, 
a new radio because n.ine is 
broke, a tender love doll, a 
snopy tix)th brush and I need 
a new coat with a hoc>d.

1 Love you,
Luan Johnson

P.S. And 1 want a black purse. 
Dear Santa Clause,

and a Kifle. 1 also warn a 
WlIdKlder and a Karin Set 
and a Camper,

Darren Pack 
Dear SaiPa Claus,

1 want a liaby Alive doll 
that eats and drinks her fiajd, 
play typewritei, a ring, c.ish 
register with play money, a 
car, a |>urse, some doll clothes, 
some new dresses and new 
shoes foi me, and a tele|)hone.

My brother wants a Kvil 
Kaiievil Set and a 10 speed 
bicycle.

Santa , tell Rudolph hi for 
me.

Love,
Melaiue Lanham 
2118 Glendale 
Abilene, Texas 

Dear Santa Clause,
1 want a barbie going camp­

ing set, and a hen, and a white 
C h r is tm as .  And I also w.int 
a Doll amt a real rmg.

Please say Hi to your elfs 
and reindeers. I love you. 

Thank you,
Kimberly Dawn Pack 
4Û2 Edwards

The following L e t te r s  to 
Santa C laus w ere  w ritt«*n by 
M rs.  Hryan Duiiagtn's Third 
G rade  C lass .
D ear  Santa C laus,

I want two barbee dolls, a 
camper to the dolls, a boy 
and a girl doll. 1 been good 
all year. I want a hula-hoof), 
and a baton. 1 want a ten 
speed bicycle and shoes. And 
a bingo game for Christmas, 
And 1 want twister. 1 want 
some go-go boots. 1 want some 
multiplication plask cards. I 
want a body shirt, and some 
levi bnchis, and a lunch |>aiL 

Love,
Lola Mae Bailey 
H L 2

Dear Santa Claus,
I been good the way 1 should.

I want a bicycle, Barbee Doll, 
dish and Barbee clothes. 
Baby Tender Love Doll and 
a Long Dress. We will be 
home.

Your friend,
Stephame F ortune 
806 Rose St.
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T it  th* t* a to n  
to b* io lly l H«r«'t 

hoping your h o iidoy t o ro  
 ̂ fiiiod with on iy  tho  vo ry  botti

Noodle Co-Op Gin
No odio. Fox OI

I want a Whiet Christmas

One of the joys of the holiday season is remembering wonderful folks like you, 
our customers. It's always a pleasure to pause and wish you happiness and pros­
perity. Sincere holiday greetings from those who serve you

DIRECTORS:

W. T. Sad le r ,  M.D.  

Jmrry 7. W o rro n

H . C. W osf Don Mr. W a r r t n ,  M. 0 .

W.  S. J. Brow n Booth MTorron

OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES:
Booth W a r ro n ,  P r»$ idont  B Chm. of  Board

Mary  Co l l ins ,  Vico Pros idonf

Don W. W a r r o n ,  M. D.

Vico P ro s idont ,  Inactivo

H.  C. Wost ,  Vico P ro s id o n t ,  Inactivo 

W.  S. J. B ro w n , Vico P ro s., Inactivo 

Botty lano T i t t io ,  Cashor

Tod 1. Smith, Ass ' t .  Cashor  B  Socur i ty  O f f ico r

M i ld ro d  Hamm, A s s ’t. Cashor  

Pa t  W a r r o n ,  To l lo r

Matt io  L. W o io n c ra f t  To l lo r  D r ivo- ln  W in d o w  

A ilo o n  K n ig h t, Bookkoopor  

S y lv ia  Bo at loy ,  Bookkoopor  

D ob b io  Doa n  
Juan Y b a r ra ,  Custodian

Wanda MeAninch, ” S t a n - B y ”  T o l lo r / Bo o kko o p o f  
Miko  M Torron, " S to n - B y ”  To l lo r

ttTHE OLD RELIABLE'*

FARMERS 6 MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK
A FULL 

SERVICE 
BANK

Phono 9 2 B - 4 7 2 B / 2 9

MERKEL, TEXAS

P. O . Box No. 4 0 0  (79536)

Poddora l  Podoral  Dopos i t  Insuranco Corporat ion

F u l l  Sorvico Bank

L

i
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C H R IS T M A S  CH EER
We’re «ending old-feshioned greetings to all our 

good friends... may you have the merriest holidaysl

Cypert Tax Service
P in ky  A M i ld f d

Dear Santa Claus,
1 hope you a re  having fun 

reading our letters. I'm going 
to tall you what I want for 
Christmas. I want a football 
jersey, and a roadgrader, a 
.train  with a track, and a mo­
torbike, and a plow for my 
tractor. I will be at home 
on Christmas night. But 1 will

go to my grandfathers and 
grandmothers on Christmas 
morning.

, Your friend,
Calvin Cooley 
Kt. 3

Dear Santa,
This is what I want for 

Christmas. I want a 5 speed 
byclcle, a Barby beauty cneter.

1
f

M ay  the true m ean ing o f C h r is t­
mas daw n once  again and b ring  its 
b le s s in g s  to  th e  w o r ld  and  its 
peop le . W e wish you all the best 
this ho liday  season.

Hoine State Bank
T re n t , Te x a s M em b er o f  FD IC

Here’s hoping your Christmas “ sparkles” 
with lots of good things...health, hap­

piness. and plenty of gifts from Santa! 
It’s been a pleasure serving you in the 

past and w e ’ re lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to 
serving you again in the future. Sincere 

holiday greetings from the entire staff at

Taylor Telephone 
Cooperative

fP'eVe never too busy to pause 
and wish you the best for this 
holiday season. Thank you for 
letting us serve you.

Ll
( S

A Mamgar of CanUnanlal TafaphoMS-SyMn 

Nad Wotts and Jimmy Atkinson

WfttJpg Wc&daij!
S/ng your carols of joy this Christ- 
mas season and f i l l  the world with 
love and happiness.

Front A ll Tho Folks At

Hicks Auto Supply

0 I I | r t ö t m a s

li we may "coin" a phroae, we'd like to 
eay to aU our wonderhil cuetomera; "Beet 
wishes for a very merry Christmas!"

Merkel Laundromat
O . D. and M a ry  Fronces

a K'Xiak InsUmatic cani«ia.
How Is Mrs. Santa Claus? 

How are the elve ? I am fine.
1 wish you would bring me 

a real baby collie dog. I woult 
love to have one.

Love,
Tammye 
Rt 3

(Drawing of SanU and 
Christmas tree with package, 
on bottom of letter)
Dear Santa Claus,

I want a bicycle for Christ­
mas and some new pair of 
shoes, pretty one . 1 use size 
3. 1 want some socks and a baby 
bear to sleep with. I want a ba­
ton for Christmas.

Love,
Diana Landeros 
408 Ash St.

(Drawing of Christmas tree 
with pre ents under It on bot­
tom of letter)

Dear Santa,
1 have been a good girl 

this year, I want a New Bom 
Baby Tender Love, Doll House, 
Refrigerator, Sink, Stove, Ba­
ton and Hopplty Micky Mouse. 

Melissa Ayne Harris 
Age 3 1/2 
605 Haynes

STORY
Continued From Page One

his angels with him, then he 
will take his seat on his glo­
rious throne. All the nations 
will be assembled before him, 
and he will separate men from 
each other like a shepherd se­
parating sheep from goats. He 
will place the sheep on his 
right hand and the goats on 
his left.

Then the king will say to 
those on his right, "Come, 
you who have won my Fa­
ther's  blessingl Take your In­
heritance- the Kingdom re­
served fcr you since the found­
ation of the worldl For I was 
hungry and you gave me food. I 
was Bursty and you gave me 
a drink. I was lonely and you 
made me welcome. I was naked 
and you cloth ed me. 1 was ill 
and you came and looked after 
me. I was In prison and you 
came to see me there.

Then the true men will an­
swer him: Lord, when did
we see you hungry and give 
you food? When did we see 
you thirsty and give you some­
thing to drink? When did we 
see you lonely and make you 
welcome, or see you naked 
and clothe you, or see you 111 
or in prison and go to see you? 
And the King will reply, "I 
assure you that whatever you 
did for the humblest of my 
brothers you did for me.”

That Is the story of Jesus 
and his message to us, and 
my message to you. That Is 
the Christmas spirit.

HOW
Continued From Page One

water under the earth.
WHAT WILL YOU WORSHIP 

THIS CHRISTMAS? WILL IT 
BE CX>D OR WILL YOU JUST 
WORSHIP ALL THE GIFTS 
THAT YOU GET?

w h at  CHRISTMAS SHOULD 
BE.

A time to seek theSaviour— 
m a t t . 2: 1-2— Now when Je­
sus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod tht 
King, behold, there came Wise 
men from the east to Jeru­
salem, -saying “ Where Is he 
that Is bom King of the Jews? 
For we have seen his star In 
the East, and are come to wor­
ship Him.

Will you put Christ in your 
Christmas? — JOHN 1:12—But 
as many as received him to 
them gave he power to become 
the sons of God even to them 
who believe on his name.

JOHN 3:I6-For God so loved 
the world that He gave his only 
begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth In him should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
life.

To put Christ In your Christ­
mas you must first let him 
come Into your heart.

Sincerely wishing you 

eh the |oys end N est­
ings of the Chnstmet 
Season May they IN* 

low you thru all the 

days of the year.

Cori idwards 
Gro.

T re n t, Te xo s

COMING
Continued F rom Page One

but as King of Kings and Ix ird  
of Lords I

The first time He came in 
poverty; the next time He Is 
coming In power. The first 
time He came alone; the next 
time "He cometh with ten thou­
sands of His saints.”  (Jude 14). 
The first time He came In 
meekness. The next time He 
is coming In majesty! The 
firs t time He wore a crown 
of thorns. The n e x t t im e  
He will wear a crown of glory 
and of gold (Rev. 14:14).

The first time He came as 
a Lamb. The next time He 
Is coming as the Lion of the 
t r i b e  of Judah. The first 
time He came to die. The 
next time He Is going to raise 
the dead.

The first time He came In 
fulfillment of prophecy. The 
next time He will be fulfil­
ling his own promise, ("...1 
will come again.”  John 14:3). 
The first time He came as 
a Saviour. The next time He 
will come as a judge.

The Bible says, "He which 
testifieth the^e things saith 
surely 1 come quickly.”  (Rev. 
22 : 20 ).

Dear friends. He who came 
the first time Is coming the 
second time. The KING Is com- 
Ingl Are you ready for Kim 
to come?

AFFAIR
Continued F rom Page One

of love that will last fur all eter­
nity. Perhaps if we celebrate 
that only one day a year we don't 
realize what we have.

This Christmas let us look at 
our bves and realize what we 
have been given. Then let us re­
joice, share in love and In hap­
piness. But let the celebraUon 
be longer than one day, aftei 
all we have a lot to celeb rate— 
£esus.

The social security retire­
ment and survivors Insurance 
trust fund Increased from 92-3 
billion in mid- ‘63 to 97.6 
billion In mid *73.

i t

to
pass
m
t ltw e

As we lAsten to tkc 
goopci urrative of 
the birth of 
let u  do as the Wise 
Mea did...let at fol­
low the Star of Beth­
lehem to worship oar 
Kiag aad Savioar. 

Lassifor 
Employmont Sorvico 

Joo A Hath

Wm bring to 
you the heartimst 
o f grootings, ' 'M orry ChristmoM "

Merkel Countni Club
Sat. 29th foaturing **Thm Topics”

o n  e a r t i i

Let peace ring out fo r  all this 
holiday season and bring the 
true joy of Christmas to you and 
your loved ones,

Crawford's
O n is , T ina, H o r to n ,  S t r a w n ,  Ja n ie  and I tvth  ff.

The Yuletide season brings thoughts of Christmases 
gone by...and thoughts of friends like you. We sincerely 
hope that you enjoy the happiest of holidays!

Wylie Truck Terainal
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M*y y«ar Ckrlitm »$ k* m»rry »»é brifktl

DuBose Texaco & Butane

D«ck che halls ssich holly 
.. may |oy reign in your 

hearts and homes this season'
, \

K The Dairy Bar
J. M ori*  A F a m i l y

...m a s  so u r  h o li- 
tias r r ir l i r a t io n  iu‘ lill« ‘«l ssilh  tin- 

g a irts  anti iiap p itw -» ot lh«‘ >fa- 

'o n .  Thank«  ior  s ou r  patrona^«*.

Merkel Restaurant 
and Motel

M ay the p eace  oi Christm as be in all 
hearts this the most joyous oi seasons 
H appy holidays to you.

Fisher Fina and 
Merkel Auto Parts

ui> r«‘jo ic ‘«‘ in  lh« ‘ m«‘ss.a|j;«> o f  
4 hrissim a«». o u r  p r a s r r  i> l h a l  > o u r  
l i f r  m a s  b r  b i r o o r d  u i i h

Fabric Care Center & 
Coin-O-Matic Car Wash

»i l l ia Mae Cook «  ola

■ f ile n t

May the blessings 
oi the Christmas 
season be yours 
Greetings from

EI-Tye-0 Trailer Sales
Tye,  Texas

__  i l l '  .1, ^

Mav the Christmas Season be a 
memorable and )ovous time tilled with 
blessings and love tor all 

Joyce, I r is ,  Joanio  Stanley and S h o r r y

Quikstop and Boot
SIho^

•i-ClilllV
TO

. . .und p r a te  on ea r th ,  
good Mill toMard men! I.et 

U!« r r jo iee  at < !hri>tmaHtime.

Star Hardware
Trent, Texas

I Vw /TV

As we celebrate the Saviour's birth, we 
pray that His blessing may abide with you 
at Christmas and in the days to come.

Sybils Beauty Nook
Phone 928~4858

Letters To Santa Claus
Deal Mr. and Mrs. Santa, 

tloM du you like it up at 
the north pole? How a ie  your 
leindeeis? This Is tkhatiwant 
(or Christmas, tv il Kivenil 
stunt cycle, rokem socken Ro­
bots, Chugin Choo Chou.

my S ister wants someting 
too, a play like dolly that cnes  
and a Chugin Cho Cho. e have 
been gi.K>d gi rls.

We love you,
Jill and P.im Douglass

Dear Santa,
1 want a baby alive and a 

record player, I also want 
some clothe and liottles. 1 
Want a real kitchen (a white 
perstanX Bring Sammle, my 
sister, A Teddy Bear, (my 
sister) Bring my big sister 
Virki a makeup mirror, I al­
so want Bartue-going camper. 

Love,
Lori,
507 Ash 
9 year old 

Dear Santa,
My name is Bonnie Ander­

son. I Want some d ish e s  and a 
doll house. I want a saucy dull.
1 want Barbie dull camper. I 
want a play filmstrip.

Bonnie Anderson 
401 Manchester

(Drawing of Santa on bottom 
of letter)
Dear Santa Claus,

At Christmas, we are always 
at grandmothers. I hadn't alway 
got what I want. 1 am eight 
years old. 1 want a fi>otball 
jerzy like the Dalas Cowboys, 
number 12. And I want a many- 
bike.

1 better go on atxiut it, lets 
get to the point. On Christmas 
you get too much and you don't 
now what to play with. 1 left 
one game out that is Stay- 
Alive. Christmas is love. You 
know that Christmas you have 
holow days. Have you ever 
really ever new what Christ­
mas IS ?

Your friend,
Jeff
1516 Heath St.

Dear Santa,
1 want for Christmas, a new­

born baby tender love, baby 
carrige, and a electric type­
writer.

How is Mrs. Santa and the 
elfs and reindeers. Its very 
cold in the North Pole isn't 
It?

We have been learning 
Christmas songs we learned 
When Santa Claus Gets Your 
Letter, and Santa Watches Lit­
tle Children and Jingle Bells, 
and Christmas carols by the 
Old Carrol.

Well bye. See you Christ­
mas Eve.

Lov#, • 1 • • - ■ •
• Linda Holmes •'

108 A.«h St.

Deal S.ilita Claus,
I want for Christmas, a race 

tiake, a bike, a bee bee gun, 
a big Jim, and a game called 
twister, 1 want a pair of boots 
su e  4 and 1 want (or my bro­
ther a pair of b<K)ts and he 
wants and he wants a train 
and a football game and some 
Levi pants.

Your friend,
Ricky Pena 
410 Thornton St.

Dear Santa Claus,
1 want a gun fur Christmas 

and 1 want a hat for Christmas 
too. Can you gel me a gun and 
a hat (or Christmas.

Love,
Frank Lindsey 
602 El Paso St.

A Timo To Say 
Thank  You 

As wo approach thoj  
th rosho ld o f  anothor\ 
yoar.  O ur  Iho ug htt 
turn g ra lo fu l ly  
to Ih o ta  w h o ia  
c o u rla ty , good w i l l  
and loyal ty  havo 

holpod mako our  

p ro g r o t s  p o t t ib lo .
In this sp i r i t  

wo OMtond 
to you Soaton  
G root in g s .

BRAGGS
M a ry , Ethol ,  
Floraneo and Forn

Here's a sleighful of good wishes for you, 
our patrons. Thank you for letting us serve 
you in the past— hope to serve you again.

Merkel Fina Station
Buddy & Orene

Like the W ise M en  of the S crip ­
tures, let us fo llo w  the Star o f Be th ­
lehem , that ou r lives may be blessed 
by the Infant Jeius. W e wish you and 
yours a happy Christm as season.

My Wifa m i i o  and I 
W ish  A l l  o f  You A M a r r y  C h r i s tm a s

Elmer Martin
State Representative

D i s t r l s t  61 —

W a'ra milking this wish for all its worth—  
may this hotiday oaoson bo your morrioot 
& tho yoar ahaad your happiosti

Hohhertz Dairy
Tho H a r o l d  and A. i .  H o h h o r t s  Fam i l ias  

A bifana , T a i o i

all
God’s love, manifested on that very first 

Christmas, still lights the world. May that 
light dwell within every heart at this holiest 
of seasons. Greetings from

John and Gladys

eace 
on earth

We extend our warmest 

wishes for the Christmas Season 

and the coming year. May He fill your 

heart with joy.

Seymore Insurance
Mac, Ida, Stacy A Ted

We wish that this Christmas Season 

will bring the spirit of His loving grace 

to your heart. May His light guide you 

every day.

Starr Nursing Home
Mary Outlaw Joyce Minnich

Ut
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Letters To Santa Claus
Dear Santa Claus,

I b«en KLHtd tlit< way I should.
I want two liarhoe dolls, bt>

I cycle, Mrs. Beasley and Huf­
fy dolls. Baby Tender-l.ove. 
Watch, clothes, six l.evl, 
shirts, baby b<<d, dishes, ImnUs 
and a bunch of things, 

l.ove,
Uliana Atkinson 
1411 Stewart St.

Colored Christmas tree on 
bottom of letter.
Dear Santa Claus,

1 want two barhee dolls, 
and a baby dull and 1 want 
a bicycle and 1 want Mrs. 
Beasley and Huffy dolls. 1 want

baby bear. 1 have been go<jd 
the way 1 should and 1 want 
paper dolls for Christmas, 

l.ove,
Kmrna Flores 
Kt. 2

Dear Santa Claus,
We are  learning our Christ­

mas carols. 1 want a Mrs. 
Beasley and Huffy dulls. 1 want 
new Ixjrn tender love dull. And 
1 want a talking doll. 1 am 
in the third grade. I want some 
cloths and shoes and sucks. 

Love,
Lisa Gail Montgomery 
1111 South 2nd St.

Dear Santa Claus,
1 want a walkle talkies

and Operation and a small ra­
dio and Criss-Cross pime for 
Christmas.

Your friend,
Jeffery Wyatt 
Kt. 2

Dear Santa,
1 want a ten speed bike 

and I want it little. I also 
wnat a new born tender love.
1 want a barbie vanity case.
1 want a pie maker. 1 want 
a game call operation also.
1 want some Kelly clothes for 
my barbie. 1 want a game 
call Mystery Date.

How Is Mrs. Santa and the 
elfs and reindeer? 1 bet it 
is cold up there. Well see

»«>.■

' v  — ^
v f

V  v \ >

m i
Tis the season to be jolly! We hope your holidays are 
filled with good cheer and lots of good things! Thank 
you so much for your patronage throughout the past year.

From A ll Tho Folks At

MAXMURRELL CHEVROLET

¡Ú
W,

y

it 's  Christmas once again! M ay the season be a 
truly joyous one for you, our many fine customers.
Thank you for your loyal patronage.

Taylor Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Jane M. Carson  
D o ro th y  G ilm o re  
G e o rg ia  Higg ins  

M a r g a r o t  M cAninch  
Inox  G. P u r le r  
Poye Rob or tson  
B e tty  l u  S a t lo rw h i to  
Jo Ann  Smith  
Patsy  W a lk e r  
Tom m ie F. Cut lor  

B.J .  G is t
Don  H o r t-  M anage r 
K e n t S o tte rw h ite  
W ayne Adcock 
H ug h Ba k e r 

F. T .  B a r t lo t t  

Lonnio T. Bo a i rd  

C o rre li Benson  
Mack Bigbee  
Horace C h ild o rs  
John  C la rk ,  Jr .

A . C. Coin

l O A R D  OP D IR E C TO R S  - Ta y lo r  E loe l r ix  

Odos  M o o re , C ha irm a n

B .  C. W o tts , J r . ,  Vice Chairman  

Jack  M o rro w , Socrotary-  T ro a s u r o r  

Tom m ie Johnson

Clev is  M c E lm u r ra y  
J.  R i le y  M i l le r

Wayne Deen  

C.E. D e r in g t e n ,  J r .  
Danny Dean  

Denny Dean  

Renny Dean  
Vaughn Doan  
J.D.  Gentry  
Dale Hammond  
Lee H a r r i s  
Fa etan  Hays  
Bob  Hook  
He nry  L. H o w a r d  
Jimmy E. Lever ich  
H o l l i s  Mi tche l l  
Manfred  H e s te r  
R o la n d  Pack 
J e r r y  F. Pa t te rson  
Je rry  W . R u sse ll 
D a v id  Scott  
G ary  Smith  

B u s ie r  Thompson  
W a l te r  E.  W h ise n h u n t 
Lee Y b a r r a

C o o p e ra t iv e ,  Inc. Merke l ,  Te xo tj

Ray  O rsb o rn  

J. 0 .  Sandusk y  

A l to n  W i te a k e r  

Maurice V. B ro o k s, A tto rn e y  

Jack K .  Covington,

you on Christmas Eve. Mer­
ry Christmas to all.

Love,
Tina Blcknell 
S it Yucca

(Drawing on bottom of letter 
of Santa, bag of toys, house 
with Christmas tree in window 
and snow falling outside house. 
Dear Santa Claus,

I would like some cars for 
my train, a new train engine, 
and some track. I would like 
to have
to have a electric shooting 
galery. 1 would like to have 
the mousetrap game. 1 want 
an Target game. 1 want one 
of those Big Jim Rescue Rigs.
1 want a life game, 1 want a 
new 10 speed bike 26 inch or 
a 24 inch.

Your friend,
Randy Leverich 
1S13 Sunset Dr.

Dear Santa Claus,
1 want a David Casady gui­

tar, a shoulder purse like they 
have at K Mart and a Sew 
magic, a micky mouse radio, 
a Jewelry box, a watch and 
a surprise. I will be at my 
house Christmas eve. 1 can 
hardly wait till Christmas Eve.
1 got my letter from you, tell 
the new baby reindeer that 1 
hope he will have fun Christ­
mas Eve.

Your friend,
Kandie Richie 
1709 South 3rd 

Dear Santa Claus,
I like you to bring sum toys 

for my letter brother. I want 
you to bring a model car for 
my big brother. 1 want a b-b 
gun, a wagon, a gulUr. 1 like 
to have everything.

Your friend,
WllUe Taylor 
Rt. 2

Dear Santa,
My name is Tim Brady. I 

am good as 1 can be. 1 want 
a sled, electric shot shooting 
galery, and operation game. 
Big Jim camp and set, bum- 
pershot on target, and Stra­
tège.

How is Mrs. Santa and the 
elfs and reindear? I bet its 
cold up there. I'll see you and 
Rudolph on Christmas Eve and 
1 love you Santa.

Love,
Tim Brady 
Rt. 3

Dear Santa,
I want a bike for Christ- 

ma.s and TTP motorcycle. 1 
will leave you milk and coo­
kie and maybe some pie. And 
I will be at home. My brother 
wants a ten-speed and I don't 
know what else. I don't know 
what she wants.

Your friend,
Chris Mashbum 
North 6tb St.

• (Ce.ae

Here 's hoping Se n ­

te hrissgs you eH the  

things yee wish fa r  

„ .In c lu d in g  h e a lth  

end happiness.

Waitgr Rinmy Gulf

Waller and Ruth 

Trent, Tessas

Wp  emrt't thértk 
of mnyottm wo*ä 
rmtftor groot thon 
you. om potront 
Horm'o hoping 
yom hohdoy ooo- 
oooiojoyñtif 
Modorn Boauty 

Shop

Gladys à Renee

Dear Santa Claus,
1 would like a mlnibike hel­

met. 1 already have the miiu- 
blke. 1 have to brothers, ther 
names are Mike and Jerry. 
Mike wold like a bike. Jerry 
wold like a gun. I will be at 
home.

Your friend,
Timmy 
Rt. 1

Dear Santa Clause,
1 want a Barbie Beauty Cen­

ter and a Easy Hake Oven and 
a Easy Bake Oven Refill and 
a Basketball goal and a Bas­
ketball and Knuckle Busters 
and Socker Bockers. That's 
all 1 want.

Your f I lend,
Melissa Tomlin son 
609 Locust

Dear Santa,
I am seven years old. I 

want a baby abve and a .strol­
ler and buggy, I'd rather have 
the stroller. 1 want a nurse kit.
1 also want some doll clothes 
and a diaper and diaper bag.

By the way how is Rudolfh 
and Mrs. Santa Claus?

Remember not to go down 
our chimney because it is 
blocked off. But we have a 
play fireplace.
, Be mce to all the little kids 
(and Jodie tooX 

Love,
Judy Jinkens

P.S. 1 want a record player 
and records.
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We w ith  to take this 
time to thank you, 
our patrons for your 
support during the 
post year.

Hondorson 
Grain Co. 

Morkoh Tonas

e/oyouM Noe/to eR our good 

fnends...m ey the htoesingm o ! 
Chrietmes mbide w i th  you end youre e ll 
through the season end in  the year to eorne.

Mansfield Farm & Ranch Supply
Bobbye Mansfield

The halls are decked with 
holly and the tree is trimmed... 

time to say we hope your holidays are 
merry and filled with many good things!

Abilene, Tomos

Here are wishes expressly for our
many friends: the happiest of holi­

days and the best of everything!
Thanks for your patronage.

Abilene Farm Supply
" Y o u r  A u t h o r i s e d  John  Deere  D e a l e r ”  

Abi le ne Phane  6 9 2 -2 2 5 5

htey every toy end blessing at th is seeson be 

yours. We’re happy to heve the opportsmity to 

thenk you for your petrorrege.

Prom A ll The The Foikt At

Cal Te i Feed Yards

vS'

We wish to thank you fo r your pa­

tronage during  the past year and to 

express our warm est w ishes fo r a 

very Merry Ch ris tm as and New Year.

Harold Crawford

Westgate Firestone
Abi lene,  Teuas

We w ish to thank you for 
your patronage during the 
past year. M arry Christm as.

From A ll The Folk Af

Carson’s Super Market

C h r i s t
Is ttM l sM OUT fHswds 

Thank
nsey know 6ks fey Ot

Pug and Lea
And All The Employât At

Asteroid Restaurant
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CANNED 
FRU IT ALL KINDS 

•OtOCN-GANbv-rOtfMOSr

SUNSHINE 
I HIHO CRACKERS l B

’ftr

49cl

PRICES GOOD 
THURSDAY 

THRU 
MONDAY

4 BIG DAYS
DEC. 20-2l-22-24Dh

C H RISTM AS  MIX

CANDIES
Bag 33(

MRS. TUCKER

SHORTENING
3 LB. 
CAN t

W ITH  7 .50 IN t r a d ì  OR M O R I iX C L U S IV f  OF  
C I O A R Í T T Í S

WHIPPING CREAM
HALF OQa
half

or

WHITE SYRUP

KARO
O T.

JAR 69C
EAGLE BRAND

MILK
14 ox. 
CAN 43

D TEA

UPTON
REYNOLDS

FOIL
GLADIOLA

MEAL <
7 9 ^ 2  4 9 ^ . «  5 9 ^

B O R D F N - G A N D Y - P O R f M O S T

QUART Md FLOUR GLAOIOLA 
10 LB. BAG

6 9 12 o i .  CAN

SEVEN UP
or

CARSON S COUPON

SAVE50c WHEN YOU BUY A ®
10 oz.Jar of

INSTANT FOLGER’S 
COFFEE CRYSTALS

SPECIAL PRICE 
m iH THIS COUPON

149
wTNOUT couroN 1.99

Cawpom CMP iMij* 1 70 oMC

rGobb^'mRU DEC. 24th

i

JELLO (6 LIMIT)

ASST. FLAVORS

302. box 3  FOR

COKECOU

CAKEMIXDUNCAN HINES 
ASSORTED 2 FOR

<
6  PACK 

CRTN. 6 9

OLEO

PARKAY
POUND

CRTN. 3 9
D H -M O N Ti 303

CARSONS COUPON

SAVE 25C -  -  -.......
Homo2MILK f.G. DAIRY FRESH

T H R O W
GAL. A W A Y JUG

2 5
FRUIT Cocktail 2 »,.630
DEL MONTE

CRUSHED
or

WHEN YOU BUY A

1 LR  CAN of 
FOLGER’S COFFEE I  Cool Whip :  4 9 (

BIRDS EYE

SPECIAL PRICE 
WITH THIS COUPON >5 T R O P H Y  lOot  

! »

ISTRAWBERRIES
/MORTONS

PUMPKIN PIE

9 0 2 . 

cfn.

29(
39(

I.G. O A IK Y  FRESH

HOMO

MILK

SLICED

OCEAN SPRAY 300

PINEAPPLE 2-.-690

GAL.

JUG 1 3 5 Cranberry Sanee 2 ior 590
DEL MONTE CUT 303

DAIRY  FR ESH

BUTTER

MILK '/i GAL.  
CRTN .

Green BEANS 2 5301'
DEL MONTE 303  C. S.

CORN
DEL MONTE 303

FOR 450

WISH BONE

FRENCH DRESSING
PHILADALPHID

B O R D E N - G A N D Y  FO RE M O ST

SOURCREAM

DIPS cPn.

L O 4  Golden
DEL MG

_ _  Garden PEAS. . . . . . . . 2 for 490
Jm  A  DEL-MONTE 303

SPINACH 2  ^OR 430
8 ox. 
ßQT.

A A  .  , I  K R A F T  7  O Z. I

330 MARSHMELLOW CREAM „ 2 9 0
CREAMCHEESE Box. 390
KRAFTS MINITURE

MARSHMELLOWS 10 OZ. 
PKG. 2»

GOLD CREST 
12-16LBS

BUTTER BALLS 
12-18 LBS

73t 8 5 * :
IB.

LB.

FRANCO AMERICAN
CHICKEN

........g r a v y

MYCO 11 ox.
GIBLET 290

S UN  K I S T

NAVEL

ORANGES

i rP O U N D

BUTT
HALF MANDARIN ORANGES • • • • • • • 290

LB.

CHICKEN FRESH
HENS

ROAST CHOICE BEEF

CHUCK

STEAK
CHOICE BEEF

T-BONE

DECKER
POUND

DASH
CT.

B O X 6 9 0

GAIN
GT.

BOX
(1 LIM IT) 6 9 Í

T E X S U N

GRAPEFRUIT
JUICE

46oz.
C A N

IIFRESH  ■ «

C r a n b e r r i e s  u 3 3 4
WASHINGTON DELICOUS

RED APPLES u 290
FRESH

IVORY
GT.

BOT. 4 9

390 LETTUCE .150
^  o n i K

BANANAS 10<
FRESH I f

CELERY 12d'i YELLOW

Authorized
STORE

FOR
FOOD

STAMPS
CARSONS

ONIONS “ 15<
W E GIVE 
GIFT BON D  
STAM PS

Double on 
Wednefdoy 
with $5.00
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