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Well, March is gone and here
comes the month of April. We had
dess wind in the month of March
in our area, than I can recall in
many years gone by. However,
April could take the month of
March and bring some high winds.

In spite of some cold fronts
that have just passed through our
areas the livestock has been able
to keep down the grazing of the

grain.

Some farmers are fencing off
parts of their wheat and going to
graze it, due to the fact of pay-
ing $3.00 per acre for harvest
and the low price of $1.25 peor
bushel for wheat In some cases
stockmen have plenty of native
pasture for stock and they are
going ahead to try to get a crop
of wheat, Too, the wheat comes
off real early and brings in some
early money at the right time.

It is much surprising to know
how much the farmers are trying
to cut the cost of farming opera-
tion, in many ways a lot of it
from a labor standpoint. It's need-
less to say it is almost impossi-
ble to get farm and ranch labor
at the price we would have to pay

Our part of the country could
wind up like the Eastern part of
Texas. I have noticed on my trips
back to Wood County that many
of the pastures have been seeded
to good grasses, and just pa and
ma left on the farm with some
laying hens and a milk cow and
the children up in Dallas with
good jobs. When I was a young
boy living in that country the
land grew lots of cotton and com
~— that those were the money
crops. The question conronts us,
who is going to be left down on
the farm?

We received word here this week
that Fayne Perry of Aspermont
passed away in Houston. Fayne
went for a checkup some two
weeks ago and was unable to be
brought home afterwards. Funer-
al services were in Aspermont
this week. Mrs. Frank Brnovak
and Mrs. C. E. Huff, and Mr. and
Mrs. Tom Russom left early Tues-
deyy to be with the family and
attend the funeral in Aspermont.
The Perrys were very close
friends of the Russoms

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Seymore and
children visited over the week-
end with a son and family, Mr.
and Mrs. Riley Jack Seymore
of Wichita Falls. Joe reported the
wheat all way around Seymour
and all way on their trips was as
fine as he ever saw and lots of
cattle on the wheat. He said they
were fat and big, and will be
more so in thirty days.

Mr. and Mrs. Dewell Mclean
reports their son, Hollis, is still
improving after serious surgery
some three months ago.

< .._\'__’ ‘.' H’&_ L

» - oy
.'-\_q»\
2 <_.

L,

'/-"'l-‘ﬂnw 8T e

Wa. Q7 v S ST AP - v

10¢

PER COPY

ES STH YrRAR

e —————— ]
VUL, NO. 30, NO 5

SIGN
llcnt S

S UT PRE-
all - star wutball playe
pre-enrollment form in the coaches’ lounge on the UT campus, With him

during his enrollment session are his parents,
and at left, UT football recruiter and backfield coach,

(UT Photo)

TRENT'S ALL-STAR

PLAYER IS

OFFERED

UT SCHOLARSHIP

Stan Hicks, a Trent High School
senior and siar focthall player on
the Gorilla Team, took “‘time out”
from a busy schedule to travel
to Austin and the University of
Texns recently to sign a pre-en-
rollment scholarship and to be

“welcomed to UT"' by Coach Dar-
rell Royal and backfield coach
Emory Ballard

After pre - lims, Stan went on
a tour of the huge 40 . acre cam-
pus with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Eldon Hicks.

Back on his high school campus,
Stan is ‘“‘busy right now' with
tennis tournaments, having won
first place in doubles this past
Monday in District 9-B UIL mat-
ches.

A parttime employe of Cal-Tex
Feed Yards, Stan still has time
for Interscholastice League Ac-
tivities, one - act plays, science
rontests and golf. And he names
his hobbies as playing the electric
guitar, singing and golfing.

A run . down of Hick's athletic
activities during his four years
include:

Lettered in football, four years,
was 19690 All - District, and all

MERKEL OTPIMISTS

HONOR HS

Eleven area young people were
honored Tuesdey evening at the
Optimist Club’s annual Youth Ap-
preciation and Oratorical Contest
Banquet held at the Merkel Res-
tovant,

Area honorees represent Mer-
Yel, Trent and Noodle High
schools and are students who were
voted outstanding by their school
faculties

Noodle honorees were Clint By-
ers. son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Pyers, and Evelyn Cook, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Cook.

Trent students honored were Ar-
¢hur Maberry, son of Mr. and Mrs,
Albert Maberry, Cresta Sipes,
Janghter of Mr. and Mrs. Yates
Sipe, and Danne Kay Thompson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin

STUDENTS

Thompson.

Merkel High School students
honored were Paul Thames, Shar-
on Doan, Danna Kay Thompson,
Gail Gentry, Donna Diltz, Terry
Derington and Rodney Mashburn.

Speaking at the Oratorical Con-
test were Mark Dudley, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Don Dudley, Jeff
Whisenhunt, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Whisenhunt, and Glenn Da-
vis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mack
Davis

Oratorical theme was ‘‘Respect
for Law,” and all three speakers
brought out the “importance of
respect for our fellow man.”

“Now is the moment for law
and order to stand, if our nation

(Continved on Page 4)

area both offensive and defersive.
He was high point scorer in area
in 1969

A four - year letterman in bas-
kethall, he made honorable men-
tion in 1968.

Temnis, three years — sopho-
more year went to regional and
finals and ivrior year, regional
ard semi - finals.

Stan took 6th place in regional
in pole vaulting his junior ye-sr

He is the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Marvin Freeman of Trent
and Mrs. Ethel Hicks of Merkel.

City Sales Tax
Tetals $4,553

Mre. Flossie McKeever, Merkel
city secretary, renorted Saturday
that the ci'v received a check
for $4.553 58 for the one percent
sales tax revenue during October-
December of 1968

Johnny Cox, Merkel Mayor,
said this is the largest return so
far from the sales tax, and re-
marked ‘‘perhaps the Christmas
buying period accounted for much
of the increase.”

The spring quarter ending June
80, 1968, brought $3.123.53., and the
summer quarter ending Septem-
ber 30, 1968, brought $3,672.73.

Cox said that it is estimated that
Merkel will receive approximate-
ly $14,00000 in tax money for
the 12.month period.

THS Tennis Team
Wins First Place

In the District 9-B UIL Spring
Meet, hed at Rose Park in Abi-
lene Monday, the Trent High
School Tennis team placed first
Stan Hicks and Pat Carriker plac-
ed first in the doubles and Mon'i/
Heatly, jumior high, won first in
singles. Gaylon Brnovak placed
4th in senior high singles.

This is the third consecutive
year that Hicks and Carriker have
won first in the District Meet.
1‘he¥ will go to Regional in Ste-
phenville April 17-18.
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Mr.

INROLLMENT — Stan Hicks, second from right, and
r, is shown signing the University of Texas’

and Mrs, Eldon Hicks,
Emery Ballard.

MHS Spamsh Club
Sets Bake Sale

Merkel High School
Club will have a Bake Sale Sat-
urday, April 5 to begin at 10 am

The Sale will be held in front
of the West Texas Utilities build-
ing, with a special Easter Cake
being cffered.

Spanish

283 Voters Turn Out
For City Election

With a total of 283 votes cast,
Horace Hargrove was elected ma-
vor in Merkel's City Election he!d
Tuesdzy

Winning the
two councilmen vacancies were
incumbent Derrell Farmer and
Leon Walker

In the race fer

election for the

Mayor there

were three write - in candidates
They were fcrmer chief of po-
lice, D. B. Bowen, with write-in
of 57: Ke Sa A T
et ( 'T" '
" e n "2 (41’1'!'[]r’."\ }"L"”]"T
\ elected w
I o0 Walker recei ed 127
Other councilman candidates

were Benny Melton who ran third

in the race with 118 votes

Hardy 47

Ve

non Wade 56: Rovce
ard Henry Brady 43
Of his election for Mayor. Har
grove thanked Merkel citizer
“for their vete of confidenc
“do the ver

o (’ of Merks

promised ‘o
can for the

WOW Drill Team
(roes to Dallas

The Woodmen of the W rid
Drill Team. delezates and alter-
nded the 34th Biennial
WOW Convention in Dallas this
past weekend

Drill team included Mmes. Roy
Matthews. Irene Hurd, Edith Per-
rv. AYf Walla. John Oliver, Karl
Bonneanx, Charlie Seage and
Miss Maurine White. Miss Doro-
thy Torrence was pianist for the
team

Delegates were Mrs. Seago and
Mrs. Walla. Alternates were Mrs
Oliver and Mrs. Benneaux

The National WOW Convention
will be held in San Francisco,
Califf. in July

nates att

<emphasize my

Of coourse,”” said Hargrove.
“it takes all the people of Merkel
working together all the time to
keep our city on the progressive
list. I feel sure we will have your
help, and [ will do the best that
I possibly can as your mayor."

Farmer, contacted early Wed-
nesday morning ‘thank-
ed the people of Merkel for their
‘would continue to

iid he

votes, and he

serve the city in the best way I

know how."”

Thank veu, people of Merkel
for your vote of confidence,” said
councilman elect Walker [ re-

remarks made be-

fore the election in that I offer

RECEIVING PURPLE HEART — Lance Cpl

myself enly for service to the
city and T will do the best thef I
can for the community.”

Hargrove is assistant manager
of Toyler Electric Cooperative,
Inc.

Walker is principal of the Mer-
kel FElementary and Primary
Schools and Farmer is Plant Su-
perintendent at Taylor Telephons
Cooperative

At the regular monthly couneil
meeting Monday, April 7, at 7:38
p m., retiring mayer, Johnny Cox,
will administer the Oath of Office
to Hargrove. The new Mayor will
then in turn install Walker and
Fanner as new councxlmen
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Robert H. (Frosty) Winter, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Norman Winter of Merkel, is shown here re-
ceiving best wishes and the Purple Heart from
Brig. Gen. Dooley, shortly after he was injured

in combat

in Vietnam in February.

Frosty’s

promotion to Lance Corporal was made Feb. 1
at which time he was made squad leader with

fifteen men in his squadron.

Photo)

HONOR SOCIETY REQUIRES
SCHOLASTICS AND SERVICE

Becoming a National Honor So-
ciety member doesn't come easy,
as members of Merkel High

School Nationral Honor Society
can readily agree.

“Occasionally some students
are born with the genius mark,
but not often.”” remarks Alan
Reed, recent inductee in to the so-
ciety. “It takes plenty of study
and hard work, plus a desire to
be of service to your school, and
all that means work aplenty.”

Rodney Mashburn, 68-69 presi-
dent of National Honor Society,
agrees with the new inductee when
work is mentioned

“There must be a time for
study and a time for play, but al-
ways a practical viewpoint on time
given for each,” explains Rod-
nav. “With scholastic ratings and
high expectations of graduating
students for entering colleges, stu-
dy is necessary for all whether
they are in the Honor Society or

To become a member of the
NAT the Charter requires that
“candidates shall have spent at
least one year in Merkel High
School and be members of the
junior or senior class.”

Candidates eligible for election
to the National Honor Society shall
have “‘minimum scholastic and
deportment average of 9% per
cent.”’

Along with the 90 per cent av-
erage, candidates will “‘then be
considered on their service, their
jeadership and their character.”

Members of the Merkel High
School National Honor Socicty
this year are Mashburn, president ;
Kayne Lynn Conley, vice presi-
dent: Janis Long secretary, Amn
Walker, treasurer; Katherine Pat-
terson, reporter, and Ghronda

Tarpley and Sharon Doan

New members are Alan Reed,
Pat Moore, Terviy Derington, Mel-
ba Seymore, Donna Diltz, Mar-
garet Gilmore, Carolyn Gilmore
and Kay Tipton

Also Randon Ely,
Ja Nell Lassiter,

Randy Doan,
Dayna McAn-

inch and Cathy Beaird

So this year's honoree's not only
have to study, they have to find
time with all that studying to
“do something worthwhile for
their school” to be counted in the
colimn of leadership and service

Gongrats, NATS!

(U.S. Marine

Trent School Board

Election Saturday

Trent's School Beard FElection
wil be held at the City Hall this
Saturday. Pollc wil ¢pen at 7 am.
and G. L Quattiebaum will be
eleion judge

Onigoire board members are
M. L. Riggan and J. M. (Monk)
Stowe.

Candidates filing for election
are incumbent, Stowe, and Billy
Wayne Hamner., Mrs. Eldon (Ro-
jean) Hicks and Frank Brnovak.

GLAD TO HAVE YOU — Rodney Mashburn and Kaye Lynn Conley, at
right, president and vice president respectively of the Merkel High School
National Honor Society welcome new members at a recent meeting. New
members are, from left, Alan Reed, Cathy Beaird and Donna Diltz. MHS’s
National Honor Society now has 20 members, consisting of juniors and

seniors. (Staff Photo)
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e + . ond like mogic—Reddy Kilowatt starts to work cleone
Ing the new Frigidaire oven. This fast, efficient woy of cleane
Ing con save you time, work ond money. Just think, no more mSURANCE
steel wool, rubber gloves, or broken fingemails. No more
oll day job of cleaning the oven. The Frigidoire oven cleons
Mself in about three hours and all that remains of the

Concours Station Wagon, Sportvan and Suburban.
burned.-on food soil is o blow-oway trace of osh. So go right
now and see for yourself the different models of the Frigid- BONE l

cire Electri-Ciean ovens. You, too, can “Live the Carefree : - L}
[ |
Remember too, West Texos Utilities offers free 220 volt
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0. S s 008 10 Pustie s West Roums MERED todnd Say you're in a Chevrolet Kingswood or great outdoors. So are we. That's why we offer

Concours Walk-ln.Wagon, when suddenly the the Chevy Sportvan and Suburban. To an
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't tell it's rough, no uitoes.
WEST TEXAS [i— UTILITIES Ph 5 1 see, Che 30 bet
| one 8-5151

You see, Chevy wagons float along on So before you head out to see the U.S.A.,
AN INVESTOR OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY
Equel Opportunity Employer

6\ /a computer-selected coil springs that smooth better stop by your Chevrolet dealer's.

Front to rear: Kingswood Estate Wagon,

even the meanest road. . "
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WANT ADS

WITH
MERKEL MAIL

FOR SA House at 604 14
- Miscellaneous - [t e ook How
FOR -
MONUMENTS and PRE-EASTER SALE
OEMETERY CURBING 20 DISCOUNT ON
M. A (Sarg) NOSTER SPORT COATS or BLAZERS
1404 Herring Dr with harmenizing slacks
Merkel, Texas Tailored to your measurements
Phone 8-8565 by Natienal
MASONIC MEETING o Expires March 20, 1969
Stated { Mer ADCOCK CLEANERS
¢ T EYE LN B SIS e TR PR ST R
X ]
th [
s 730 p S. W

BURR HENDRICKS W M
ROY MASHBURN, Sec'y
FOR \! ET i We trade rv us
CARE ' JOMNSON TRUCK & SUPPLY
complete f et =

Emma S

. P ns
.l T B Y. - v )
WANTED e et

284975 43 t NEED

A New Water Well Drilled?
nd Also Install Meyers

WANTED
work s rex
cleaning lots and ving gar Subs & Jacuzzi Jets
radiuvs. Cecilo Hernandez, ! Call
3, Phone 528-5074 > ROBERT HIGGINS
GARAGE SALI 01 Thornto 9285978
St. Starts E ting
reduced M I W AT

TS, BUSINESS
¥ OPPORTUNITY

|

- For Rent -

E————— ng

FOR RENT — M roor o VERY HIGH EARNINGS.
house in the ; t full time. R es $1150
of Merkel @

FOR RENT
per month ¢
Rose St M

FOR RENT — Clean. two bedroon e Salt Lake ;
aparment » Om  Carpe 5 2te
ed, bills paid nat -
92856649 ' & CARD COF THANKS

- For Sale -

FOR SALI
!ll’- !

wit o

good we 3

9284978 2Ap

Fon S i a5 Cemetery Assn.

ton, rad

e " Sets Work Day

Compere Cemetery A 1a*ion
FOR SALE ' - :
y have a work day Tuesday
9 Acre Homesite with good un- April 8  announced As:coiation
derground water. 5 mi. north of president. W D Ramsey
Merkel, only $180 an acre Workers are to be at the Ceme
IRA DUCK JR., Realtor tery at 9 am with all necessary
S72-2M24 ————— Nite 6921083  10ls for working A basket lunch
1457 Woodard St. will be served at the Baptist

Abilene, Texas Church at noon

7969
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OPTIMIST CLUB HONORS OUTSTAND STUDENTS

ing Union. Evelyn plans to enter Doma i a member of

Continved from Page One
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In annourn honoree
Mrs. Barnett ¢ accomn-
shmen's 1n their respective come-

munities

Arthur Maberry, a senior at
Trent High Scho s a Blue T
Awardee from 19%5 throurh 1968

He was the Optimist Young Tex

ar of the Month for February
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Danna Kay Thorpson
Sk

s the current Miss Trent High
School and has been elected most
outstandinz, most likely to suc-
ceed. and class faverite

She has served as president of
the Trent Chepter of Future
Homemakers of America for two
years

Four four years, Danna Kay
has been an outstanding Gorilla
Band member and was elected
band swee‘heart her sophomore
year. She is currently a cheer-
leader for THS and has been an
active particpart in University
Interscholastic League contests
Athletics include basketball for
for~ years, being named to the
All-District Tearn her sophomore
and junior years and All-Regicmal
this year. She has also played
volleyball and run track

£he is a member of the Sylves-
ter Baptist Church and is regular
in attendance in Sunday School
and Training Uricn.

Evelyn Cook, a Noodle HS sen-
ior, is presently editor of the Mus-
tang, senior class secretary, and
was voted class favorite all four
years in high school. She was
voted best all - around girl and
maost popular girl in her senior
year

She received the Merkel Opti.
mist Outstanding Student Award
in 1966. She is a member of the
Noodle Baptist Chwrch and is ac-
tive in Sunday Scheol and Train

DISPOSAL WORKSHOP

« HELD IN AUSTIN

Hardin . Simmons University this  Drama Club and was selected for
fall the all star cast in the one-act
plays. She is also a member of A Refuse Disposal Workshop, traditional cpen, frequently bhurn-
Clint Bvers., 2'so a Ne~dle HS the National Honor Society held last week in Austin touched ire dumr»s p¢ a lu"dﬁll." abd
semor. was voled Mr MHS mos on “Air Control Board Regnia Harris, “but this is not true. A
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} forthall : ity Landfill,”™ for public health or sefe'y, by utiliz-
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Reocr'ney Mashburn, son of Mr . . . I | and to cover it‘\\itl l £
Paul B. Thames, a 15 vear old and Mrs. Rovy Mashburn. is vice y he ad on ¢ efore July ‘( ' a layer o
. \ : 1 of {his vear ' said larris c~h at the ccenlvsion of each
sephomore S a 193889 varsity president of | seor class . ’ :
; . " W day’s operation, cr a' such more
football and baske!ba!! plegver. He He is presicont of the Naticnal y - :
. : 4 3 ; frequent interva's as may be
wr of the annua! staff Honor § ¢y d a las' year y v "
a [ - . " y ocessary
and reporter of his class henoree by the Merke! Optimist P . 1 "5 )
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rer of Fellow n of Chris in footbhall e to water and presided at the Austin Workshop.
\t} f S ! on r2il memhers will hear
a {re Bil' B \Merke! Optimist are asn Sonres Wurst and Hasris report on the
y nresident  welcomed members  of | i harborage f 1 t Werkshep at the regular council
son of M Mrs.,  and gnes's and Max Murrell was reden's. hirds and other wildlfe mec'irz Monday, April 7, and
\ E. Thames Master of Ceremor that may act as disease carriers, dis~ussion by members is plan-
he said ned concerning refuse disposal for
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t M i She 1s a Telephone
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wirier ifor the bana and S ailso
a member of the band council City

She was a class favorite her
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that “irons”

Meodel DE-620D

$149.9

NO MONEY DOWN

* Permanent Press Cycle “No-iron” Permanent
Press garments tumble dry wrinkle-free, crisply
pressed and ready to wear! ¢ 3 Heat Selections
“High,” “delicate,” “fluff!” ¢ Variable Time Dry
Control

Saves Work!
Saves Waler! Saves Money!

Filter-Flo
Washer

Model WA-L31D |

Save money,
too!

Only

$189.00

* Filter-Flo Washing System Clean loads, free of
lint-fuzz! ¢ Water-Saver Load Selection Choose
“High” or “Low” water level! * 3 Wash Tempera-
tures * 2 Rinse Temperatures Pamper fabrics!

OUT THEY GO!

PALMER MOTOR COMPANY

MERKEL, TEXAS . . . wiviim

L TR —— ;
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Mrs. Weston Notes 90th Year

Weston ranched. He

where Mr
died in 1930

Mis. H. M. Weston of 1107 No.

4th Street. celebrated her 9%th

birthiav Sztvrday, March 29, at Mrs. Weston, in recalling her
her home enarlier vears, remembers when

Atterding the celebration were she helpad .her brothers on the
her cix children, Mrs. George ranch j"”‘"" a horse every day,"”
Reeves. Comanche: John Weston, She said, “and helped my three
Wichita Falls: Buck Weston, brethers with the farm work. “I

rememhber
wire fences

there were no barb-
- only drift fences."

Stroud, Okla ; Mrs. Ravmend Bor-
dette. Goldthwaite; Mrs. Lynward
Harrisen, Coahoma, and Joe Wes- Mrs. We
on, Midland

Mrs. Weston bhas 16 grandchil-
dren and 33 great erardchil.
dren. She hes lived in Morkel for She lives by herself and does
38 years. and lived in the Mul- .y par own housework and “‘still
berry Canyon for several years. pieces quilts.”

ten remembers that
for main entertainment they rode
a buetbeard to dances and

“danced all night.”

In thinkirg about her 90 vears
of living she remarks. I have
a lot to be thankful for.”

Mr. and Mr:=. Wes'on were mar.
ried in the year cof 1896 on the
W. G. Whorton Ranch, 45 miles
west of Kerrville. They lived in She is 7 memhe
Llano County for four )cari tive Baptlst (hur(h

Ask anybody
else for

savin lan
this gs p.

And you won't find it.

Government regulations for savings
plans and savings rates vary for banks, sav-
ings associations and other financial insti-
tutions.

That's why we can offer you three plans
that are unbeatable.

Ask anybody.

Our unbeatable 4'2 % savings plan.

Our plan pays you 4Y2%, in current
annual dividends, paid or compounded
quarterly.

Similar savings plans only pay 4%.
Some even compound daily, but our plan
still pays you more.

With either plan there's no minimum
deposit required and vou can make addi-
tions or withdrawals any time.

With our plan if you deposit by the
20th you earn from the 1st. You can'’t get
that kind of deal anywhere else.

Our unbeatable 5% savings plan.

Qur plan pays 5%, in current annual
dividends, compounded quarterly.

The minimum deposit is $500. But you
can add to it at any time.

And if you deposit by the 10th you earn
from the 1st.

Most financial institutions have similar
90-day plans And most of them also offer
you a 5% interest rate. But they don’t com-
pound it quarterly. So you lose a lot of
money.

In their plans, you can’t add to your
account any time you want to like you can
with ours.

Our unbeatable 5%2 % savings plan.

Qur Certificate of Savings pays you
514 %, in current annual dividends, paid or
compounded quarterly. And must be held
for 12 months.

For a minimum deposit of $10,000, you
can't beat 5%4 % . No matter where you look.

Some financial institutions can pay a
little more. If you're willing to deposit a lot
more. $100,000 or more, to be exact.

If you've got less than $100,000 we're
unbeatable.

Ask anybody.

If you’ve read this far, then we can as-
sume you're iooking for the best savings
plan around. And we can give it to you.

All you have to do is fill in the coupon
below, and attach your check. Or if you'd
like more information, call or come by.

A the Primi-

I'm interested in your:

[[Junbeatable 412 % Savings Plan. (No Min.)

[l Unbeatable 5% Savings Plan. ($500 Min.)
[CJunbeatable 5V % Savings Plan. ($10,000 Min.)

Enclosed, you'll find my check for
Please make the Savings Plan payable to:
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE ZIP.

AN OPEN LETTER
TO MERKELITES

Custom has decreed and time the opportunity
for a retiring mayor to give some account of his
stewardship, of successes and failures, of frustrat-
ed plans and many disappointments,

1. It is with sinceve appreciation of and for the
cooperation of the various couneilmen who have
served during the last four years, the city secre-
tary and employees taken as a whole with all our
citizens, has made possible any successes.

The City Charter has been changed from the
Old Township form of government to that of a
eity which now provides for the authority to an-
nex at anv time 10, of the incorporated area with-
(mt an application from property owners.

Our engineer has surveyed and squared up
?}u town, taking in some propeitv that for 60
w»aw received city conveniences without paying
any tax,

L. Our City Hall has been remodeled thanks to
» veris] agreement with the Merkel Independent
\"mn] Distriet.

A new fire station has been built to honse all
fire equipment in one building. Part of this eq juip-
ment was formerly stored in the City Hall.

The beautiful council table and other office
equipment was paid for by selling junk iron, worn-
out pumps and motors that }L.d accumulated

wvound the i ity barn for many vears. The council
dh]e that cost a nearbv city $1,7
vears before was bought for :

50.00 onlv tl
310.00 plus $50.00 to

move it.
7. The water contract with Abilene nrovided

“hat if and when the State Health required. Mer-

kel was to i"»‘t;a]l an air-gan standpire and move

f‘un }41 re water ln(’t(’l' t‘) T"“ num» \.f,,o;”n QanmMo
©oOnn 4 b svnasrb Tnn }.(;\t (\tin] lt“ ”f t] i\ C “t was
:;‘.’...? \,‘~"‘("""'l. Th; D “]\ "]t("(\t w (”‘] ] ‘ ave rnn

na laes han @20 000 00, However a trade vas made
in whiszh 2200 foat of 12" nine vwas traded to Abi-
lene tn make this installation without enst to Mar.
lel. The pive traded can not be removed until 1955
s~ then only if a new contract is not made with
Abilene,

8. A new fire truck was mandatorv to prevent
an inerease in fire insturance rates. It seems that
about all of the ecities machinery and equipment
wore ovt completely having to be replaced.

10. Space does not permit further enumeration.
Mistakes naturally have been made, some you
may deem inexcusable, more service has been in
constant demand, without increasing taxes, with
inereaged operating costs. many of the demands
mulﬂ ot be met. Merkel, like most all small towns,
have found it is a struggle to exist, These are some
of our many dlcappmntmen Merkel’s tax rate i
the same today as it was 40 vears ago whi Io on-
erating costs have continued to soar. Be as it may,
if the successes have even to a small degree ex-
ceeded the mistakes we are indeed grateful.

[s 1= with sincere and humble appreciation for
o nrivilege to serve for four vears as vour may-
or, trying to the best of my ability to make our
town the “Best Little Tn\\'n in Texas"” and get it
advertised over the stote. Serving as vice president
of Zone 6 Texas Municipal League, attending an-

N

nuel mee »tmq> together with “Letters to the Edi-
tor” 27 of Texas’ 'a=oect pewanapers have -arrie]
informaticn 2khort "o ' “hevre it is locatad.
Surely everv on ‘ *n cooperata with
the new administration in an effort to make Mer-
kel even bette:
Verv sincerelv.

JOHNNY COX
‘I(-m ing \I yor

Local Rcdeo Cluh WWI Veterans Set
Plans for Events  Tyesday Meeting

The High School Rodeo Club met

Morday, Ma>ch 31 at the John
B-exd home where they finalized
plans for the upesming Redeo to
be held he~e Anril 18-19. Members
present worked on posters to be
displaved and mailed entry blanks
to rodeo participants.

Members present were Robert
Boyd, Suzic Riney, Woozer Boyd,
Betsy Johnoon, Pam  Sandusky
rnd Dayna McAninch.

Events to be included in the
Rodeo are barrel racing, tie-down
and ribben roping and bull rid-
ing. Activitice wil be held at the
Morke! Riding Arena.

Night peiformances will begin
at 7 pm., according to reporter,
Suzie Riney. Admission charge
wil! be fifty cents for children and
$1.00 for adults.

“AIM-A1

Southwest
Savings &Loan

: { " ‘\ ‘
rm L/ 073415&»“ Yow savings are Duu up to

¢ sumnmrmmm“tﬂm
@190 SOUTHWEST SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOGIATION

- T —— < o —— . -

.going_president.

PMP Club Meets

The Past Matron and Patron
Club met at the Masonic Hal
March 21 for their regular meet-
ing and election of officere

Officers elected were Mmes
Wade Fnsminger, president; Flo-
rence Berry, vice president; H.
H. Windham, secretary . treas-
urer Emes<t Teaf, chaplain.

Mrs.' Humphreys is out-

e e v

-

-

WW I Veterans will have their
regular meetirg Tuesday, April
8 at 7:30 p.m. at the Taylor Elec-
tric Cooperative, according to
Karl Bonneaux, commander.

The Ladies Auxiliary will have
refreshmerts for a joint meeting
after the business session for
beth Veterans and Auxiliary.

All veterans and widows of vet.
erans are invited.

Tye Young People
To Have Service

Ti7e Methodist Church young
people will have a Sunrise Easter
Pageant Sunday, April 6 at 6
am.

Plans are to leave church at
5:50 am. and the Pageant will
be held in the Laney Brothers'
pasture.

Persons wishing to attend the
Easter Pageant may travel ‘‘three
miles west to Wells Lane Road,
turn north one mile to the iron
gate.”

Signs will be posted along the
route.

Everyone is invited to attend.

Services Held

Fore Earl Fester

Farl R. Foster, 81, longtime res-
ident of Jones and Tavler Coun-
tiy. died Monday, March 31 in an
Abilene hospital after a long ill-
ness

Funeral services were held
Wednesday at the First Baptist.
Church with the Rev. Kenneth
Jones, pastor, officiating. Burial
was in Rose Hill Cemetery under
direction of Starbuck Funeral
Heme

Born Jan 16, 1881, in Venus.
Tex., he married Myrtle Mitchell
Dec. 24, 1910, there. The cou-
ple moved in 1911 to Jones Coun-
ty. where he farmed until his
retirement in 1955. They moved

to Merkel the same year

A member of the First Baptist
Church, he was ordained as a
deacon in 1921

Survivors include ki~ wife: ons
son, Clyde of Nevada: two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Paul ()rghl rn of Mer-
kel, and Mrs. C. L. Thompson of
Pratt, Kan.: one brother, Henry
Foester of Abilene: two grandehil-
dren and two great .

dren

grandchil-

Demonstrations
(iiven 4 H Club

erke! 4 b met Thurs.
day, TT.-A ch 13 at the Taylor
“lectrie Cooperative buildir g for
its regular monthly meeting
Avme=ienn 'r“,,,j_‘l was 1 /! h.\'
Gayla Toliver and the 4H
Motto., Pledge and Przirer was
led by Anetta Stephan. Kathryn

Criswell gave the

inspiration
Iram was on demonstra-
tions, with Mary Beth Boyd, Ton-
ia McAninch, Leslie Reddin and
Andy Stephan giving demonstra-
tions.

The prog

LEUDERS BAPTIST
CAMP ANNOUNCES
NEW MANAGER

The Rev. Neal Shephe:t, who
has pastored churches in West
Texas for the last ten years, was
announced this week a2s new man-
ager at Lueders Baptist Encamp-
ment. He and Mrs. Shepherd will
moved to the Encampment ground
early in April.

For the last two and a half
vears the Rev. Mr. Shepherd
has served as pastor of Calvery
Baptist Church at Brownwood
Prior to that he served at Retan's
Hillerest Baptist Church and at
West Side in Sweetwater. Before
becoming a pastor he was in the
construction business

The Rev. Mr

ceeds N 1. ‘Doc)

resigned

Shepherd suc-
Williams who
as marager after se-v-
11 years. During his pericd

mprovements were made

ment facilities, includ-

‘ ed camp man-
rer's home, a new chape! audi-
um, stree! paveme nt, a rew

| gas line

cabins have been re-

medeled with heat for winter and
nd ‘ f summer

eetings. Improvements have al-
hecn made on the kitchen and
1he tota e the
o S 3
There were 3.2%8 decision in the

cervices with 797 of these being

nversions. The Leuders camp

serves people in the Merkel area

Mr. and Mrs. Williams have
moved te their home in Leuders
\ter a rest, he will enter some
other business

—— W ———

L —

REV. NEAL SHEPHEKWVD
. . new muu.or

AT WINTERS

Freshman Boys
P'ace ln Meet

Track Meet,
past weekend,

weral MHS beys placed in the
activities

Boys placing were Kerry
Thomes, 330 vard dash, €th; Jer-
rv Helmes, 660 yd. run, Sth; Jer-
rv Wil'iams, 1320 yd. run, 5th;
Leen Ler7, 5th, and Menty Tit-
le, 120 hurcles, 6th

Also Thames, high jump, 2nd;
ard Mike Allen 9rd, and Holmes,

re mnnn

khe'd in Winters this

pele vaull, 3rd

In the 1320 yd. reley boys plac-
irs first were Thames, Helmes,
Allen and Larry Hewitt.

Disirict Meet will be at Ane
son April 12.

SAVINGS!

for the

and

Dacron Polyester
Knit Dresses in
bright new spring
enlop
styles.
PRICED TO S

YOU MORE!
Also ladies’
dresses in dacron

cottons,

ond latest
Nizes S-18,

SAVE |

and teens |

kettle clot!
many other

fabries.

Shop Crawford’s for vour
Easter Accessories — gloves—
hosiery — purses. Latest
spring styles in ladies and

teens purses begin at $2.95 up.

Our Shoe Department is ripe v ith
children’s shoes that are practical and

attractive for little feet. Come in

and pick now.

owiaos Craw

Only $4.99

0

bk i et i

™

: et e

Smart Strap Style with

rounded toe, extra detailing

is shining for spring

Only $7.99

dsm

X9, T W

e,
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NOW
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ASK US ABOUT DETAILS ON
ANY OF THESE CONVENIENT
SAVINGS PLANS
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esquite District convern

PUBLIC SCHOOL

wrongs don't mile a ri*ht cer
l.‘UIX._\' MO0 ol in thls

area

upzade the cwrricula of these
sch's and to spend our tax

o' pew wavs to improve and  (hem to travel many additional
mi'e” por day for their education,

and to keep control of our schools

It weuld eppear much more log- viney te help c.oplich this where it aways has been and
jon ta beina advopced and im "ways shon'd be — in the hands
auk et educational eppor‘unities  of our local citizens and taxpay-
¥ % to the students rather than f rcing  ers

N
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BEXEL VHP ‘X6
L_ o g ey A THIS SCULPTURED 4' X 6
P MINERALS
{ Re‘commden‘ded for uor: f“; g‘ X stl"a " Rnég non shid n‘n u;uu Sun-Gold Color, 50% Kodel,
active adults and s Nylon Fiber in 14" pile. Design sculpture
senior citizens, f‘:,c‘" D Rt el b VALUE
‘ 180 Capsules i ,g:u'or:o“mey gt $30.00
Reg. $12.98
N Now /2 price
f $6.49
} Bexel Candy-like Vita Tabl h
n Lowd | 1 o Ty R pebeer g (| a4 1
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Bexel MPM (mmtenam Plus Minerals) i
. : ] m 1 * \____ Y price. Reg. $6.98 ...................... now $3.49 = |
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' I gring This Coupon To Our Store b1 oo cITY, :
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i i While they last—-supply Inmi{o Spring '69 Bexel Vita- !
b 1 1 min Sate Display. STATE 2P y
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NOW
>
TRIPLE-N
Bacterin

ina
powerful, convenient

NEW 5c¢c DOSE

Clostridium Chauvei-Septicum
Novyi Bacterin in potent
“Small-Dose” form

PROTECT CALVES

from —
BLACKLEG
MALIGNANT EDEMA
BLACK DISEASE

Here's another Franklin “First”
in the battle to protect animal
health — a new ““Small-Dose” 5cc
Triple-N bacterin to guard calves
against the “False Blackleg” in-
fection caused by Cl. novyi, PLUS
the same dependable protection
from Blackleg and Malignant
Edema.

For more than 50 years, Frank-
lin has pioneered the convenient
“Small-Dose” form of bacterins
with a potency and quality that is
unsurpassed by any other brand.

This unequalled record for de-
pendability over half a century is
the reason why — “More calves
are protected from Blackleg and
Malignant Edema with Franklin
than any other brand!”

Merkel Drug

Merkel, Texas

l (PR W1 TH THIS COUPON

K -

i T R L N

e ———-

B S -

-~ AND YGU

\—t—_ﬁﬂ ? 2 i "“
;i . N2 LT T
i WSl ST 3 T

(@4 (=11 & - —
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WILL DISCOVER THAT -- =- =-

| YOU CAN BE SURE IF lT’S‘WeSﬁnghouse

ALSO A WIDE SELECTION OF

@ REFRIGERATCRS
@ AIR CONDITIONERS
& DEFP FREEZERS

SEE THEM ALL AT

VERNON MANSFIELD

FARM & RANCH
SERVICE

Merkel, Texas

e

® WASHERS
© DRYERS
©® HOT WATER HEATERS

Two Ovens will bake and broil at the same time.
Roast Guard for perfect roasts, even if dinner

is latc

Oven Guard holds complete meals at serving
temperature.

Broil Sc'-~'ors (both ovens) climinate guess-
work.

Automatic Surface Unit won't let foods burn.
Infinite Suriace Heats with Hecat Glance
Controls.

Miracle Sealed Cvens for any-rack baking.
Two-Step Timer is easy to rcad, easy to use,
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‘drne o8 Aateal uigitsd
and Mrs. Curtis Clyburn and chil

na..y

M nd Mrs. T. B el of

Shop Daily 9:20-6:00

Thursday 9:30-9:00

1 Abiiene

“A CITY WITHIN ITSELF”

IN TIME FOR EASTER!

MEN’S SUIT

famous styled

compare to $89.50

54990

Colors of Gold, Black, Blue, Grey and Olive.

Extra Pr. Pants . $10.00

A savings surprise for the man of the fami-
ly right at the start of the season! Thorn-
ton’s is offering our brand new collection
of 509 wool, 509 dacron polyester . . . the
year around welght suit. Make your selec-
tions from checks, solids, and stripes in the
very popular 2 button side vent styling.
Available in sizes 35-46 Regulars, 38-16
Longs, and 37-44 Shorts.

Bring a Friend and Share the Savings
. Two Suits for Only $95.00.

Men’s Department
@® 4th & Oak ® River Oaks
® Merchant Park

Key Stamps With
Every Purchase
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Trent expects to be home soon his vast Thursaay evening, when members of the Me lal 17
Mr. a Hern Mr. and Mrs. Fred Perry Junior Class pres :ented three one-ac: rlavs. The scene above is from the
. - — ay. “Beat It ;null ik,” and the cast included, from left, Dee Warren,
ettty Ascencio and Bi "\ 3lack. (Staif Fhoto
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A MONKEY'S \lEWPOlNT

Three monekeys sat in a coconut tree, discuss-
ing things as theyv're said to be. Said one to
another, “Now listen, you twe. There's a cer-
. tain rumor that can’t be true: . .. That man
. descended from our noble race. The very
| idea! It's a dire disgrace! No monk ever de-
serted his wife, starved her baby and ruined
her life. And you've never known a mother
monk to leave the babies, with others, to bunk,
Til they scarcely know who is their mother.
And another thing you'll never see; a monk
build a fence 'round a coconut tree and let
the coconuts go to waste. Why if I'd put a
fence around a coconut tree, starvation would
force you to steal] from me. Here’s another
thing a monk won’t do; Go out at night and
get on a stew, or use a gun or club or knife
to take some other monkey’s life. Yes, man
descended and made a muss, but monks, he
didn’t descend from us.”
—Author Unknown

The BIBLE says, “God created man,” not
caused or let him evolve from a monkey or
some other source. Read Genesis 1, 2.

BILLY PATTON, Minister
CHURCH OF CHRIST

‘COME VISIT WITH US”

WU

Traditionally, Easter is a time of rejoicing, a

Springtime season of new life, new hope, and new

faith.

May it also be a reminder that for continued
life and hope for the future we must strengthen

our faith.

Never has there been a greater need in the
world for the hope and faith that are synonymous
with Easter . . . never has there been a greater
need for cooperation and helpfulness between
man and man, nation and nation.

In your prayers of thanks for the miracle of
Eastertime and thanks for your own blessings,
include a prayer of guidance for civilized mankind
towards the goal of world peace.
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