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Up
The
Canyon

BRv TOM
RUSSOM

Well, the weather is just like

spring time here in the Canyon.

Nights just cool enough to sleep
good and days where you can still
wear straw hats and shirt sleeves,
and to think, it is almost Christ-
mas!

Joe Earl Lassiter of Merkel
said to me last Sunday, ““I can
tell it is still dry down in the
Canyon after reading Up the Can-
yon news."”

You know, we have
the boys who say it is
little dry on top,”

some of
“just a
but I am one
pretty doggone
And also I'm
who has $700

worth of seed wheat in the dry

“it 1s
dry pretty deep.”

who says

one of the “boys”
ground, and that's a lot of money

Mr. and Mrs. Ton Jair of
Fort Worth were here last week-
end to visit Mrs. Blair's sister,
A B. B Ringy. Mr. and Mrs
Paul, of Lame
attended the Ri-
Tom Blair
who has been a hand on the mail
of Fort Worth west 18

after 44 years of service,
with 300,000 miles of rail “put
behind.” Tom is a former resi-
dent of Mulberry Canyon and a
longtime reader of the Merkel
Mail.

Allen King is still in the Hen-
drick Hospital in Abilene.

Mrs. Joe Swinney who was a
patient in St. Ann Hospital in
Abilene some time ago, returned
this week after another spell with
her heart.

Dinner guests in the home of
Mrs. Everett Sunday were the
Rev. and Mrs. Newton Daniel of
Merkel, Mrs. Mary Click, Mable
McRee, Dr. and Mrs. Howard,
and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Russom.

The Rev. Charles Williams, pas-
tor of Pioneer Church, was un-
able to preach Sunday morning
due to a severe cold.

Mrs. E. . Moore had surgery
last week and is in Hendrick Hos-
pital in Abilene.

Riney on a was

also here. Thev

ney’s 55th Anniversary

train out

A
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TRENT LIVESTOCK

SHGW SET

The 14th Annual Trent Commu-
nity 4-H and FFA Livestock Show
will be held Saturday, Dec. 1, in
the FFA Show Barn at the Trent
Community Center.

She show will begin with the
judging of poultry at 8 a.m.

Dr. Edwin DuBose of the agri-
culture devartment of Abilene
Christian College will judge the
livestock and T. C. Blankship, vo-
cational agriculture teacher at
Hamlin, will judge poultry and
rabbits.

Accorcing to Albert Mayberr,
vocational agriculture teacher, en-
tries to date include four heifers
and three Sears Foundation bulls
in beef cattle; eight sheep; 135
head of swine; 30 capons,
and pens;
broilers and 20 rabbits.

includ-

ing singles 17 pens of

Farmer’s Tax
Guide Available

DALLAS Texas farmers can
ncw get the 1967 edition of the
FFarmer's Tax Guide, according
to Ellis Camobell Jr., District Di-

recior of Internal Revenue for
northern Texas

The booklet may be oltained
free of charge by stoppinz in or
writing the nearest Internal Rev-
cnue Service office or your county

agricultural agent.

Written in non - technical lan-
gaage, it contains easy to under-
stand sections such as records a
farmer should keep and nrportant
Federal tax dates to remember.

Ome of ‘he most important and
informative features is a sample
of a completed tax return with de-
tailed explanations of entries
made on it.

Throughout the booklet numer-
ous examples are used to illus-
trate how farming transactions
are treated for Federal tax pur-
poses.

Primarily written to help far-
mers prepare their 1966 tax re-
turns, the “Farmer’'s Tax Guide"
also serves as a useful tax refer-
ence through out the year.

TRENT HIGH GRAD
BANQUET SPEAKER

Leroy Shafer, a graduate stu-
dent in Texas A&M University
and a graduate of Trent High
School, was guest speaker for
the joint banquet of the Future
Homemakers and Future Farm-
ers of Trent High School Friday,
Dec. 16.

In speaking to the mere than

No Bookmobile
December 24

The Bookmobile will not make
its routine call at Merkel Decem-
ber 24, Christmas Eve, will re-
sume its regular schedule Jan-
uary 7. Books due December 24
may be returned January 7, or
may be dropped in the book drop
at the back of the Abilene Public
Library any time,” said Miss
Thelma Andrews, head librarian.

Begin the New Year with a
good reading program, which will
add up to much information and
pleasure throughout the year.

Season’s best wishes from the
Bookmobile staff and the Abilene
Public Library staff.

125 members, parents and other
guests Shafer urged students to
“decide now where you are go-
ing.”

“If you plan to go to college,” he
said, ‘“‘begin now to pick your
school and what you are going
to study. If you plan to go into
the military service, decide now
the branch of service you want.”

Shafer also stresed the ompor-
tance of patriotism and religion
“in their lives.”

Glenna Riggan FHA president,
and Eddie Mitchell, FFA presi-
dent headed the banquet plans.

Miss Betty Reddin, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Reddin
was announced FFA sweetheart
and Eddie Mitchell, son of Mr.
and Mrs. W. L. Mitchell, FHA
romeo.

Supervisors of the two organiza-
tions are Mrs. Betty Foster, home-
making teacher, and Albert Ma-
berry, vocational agriculture tea-
cher.

District and area talent compe-
tition winners of 1965 presented en-
tertainment, a combo composed of
Elton Payne, Charles Talbott,
Larry Steadham and Pat Carri-
ker.

DEC. 31

“The number of entries for this
show has already exceeded the
total of any previous one,” said
Maberrny.

John Hamner will serve as su-
perintendent; M. (Red) Shafer,
beef cattle;! Mark Williamson,
swine; H. H. McLeod and Frank
Brnovak, poultry, and Othell O'-
Kelley, rabbits.

Junior superintendent of the
show will be Eddie Mitchell, FFA
president, and Glenn Bryan will
serve as secretary.

Merchants contributing to the
Trent show are:

Optimist Club, Raymond D. Shu-
gart Gulf Station, Barnett Bar-
ber Shop, A Friend, Fred Star-
buck, Max Mellinger, Ben Frank-
lin Store, Merkel Drug, and E.
A. Conley

Also Wilson Jewelry, Crawford’s

Men's Wear, Carson Super Market,
Adcock Cleaners, Mack’s Clean-
ers, Wilson Food Store, Boone
vice Station, Oak Street Ser-
vice Station, Gulf Oil Distributor
nd Merkel Locker Plant
Alsoe Bullock Hardware Co.,
Merke! Mail, Palmer Motor Co.,
Mansfield Feed Store, White Auto

Higgins Shop, W. B
vice Station,

Thomas Ser-
Henry - Owen Ford,
Irven Thompson, Bobby DuBose
Texaco Station, Fisher Wholesale
Gas and 0il, Max Murrell Chevro-
let, Eric Anderson, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, West Texas Utili-
ties Co., F & M National Bank
and Dr. W. T. Sadler.

Also Dr. Donald W. Warren,
Dale and Fannie Carver (Sham-
rock Cafe), Maurice Johnson,
(Ninth Street Grocery), Mina Win-
ter Butane, H. W. Lemens, Inc.,
and Wylie Truck Stop.

Mrs. W.D. Gamble
Club Speaker

The King Ranch was program
topic for the recent meeting of
the Fortnightly Stucdy Club, pre-
sented by Mrs. W. D. Gamble.

Mrs. Gamble presented a study
of Richard King and the begining
of the King Ranch. She traced the
King Ranch from its early es-
tablishment up to the present
time.

Hosting the Study Club meeting
was Mrs. W. R. Cypert, with the
following members attending:

Mmes. Johnny Cox, Mack Da-
vis, Don Dudley, Bryvan Dungain,
David Gamble, Ben R. Hicks, J.

Lynmn Knight, H. B. Robertson,
Andy Shouse, John Boyd and
president, Comer Haynes

The next scheduled meeting for
the Study Club will be Jan. 7,
1967.

Jr. Homemakers
Elect Officers

The Junior Homemakers of the
Merkel 4H Club held their first
meeting Dec. 6 and a cooking
meeting Dec. 13.

Officers elected at the Dec. 13
meeting were Mary Beth Boyd,
president, Connie Ragan, vice
president, Cle Juan Douglas, sec-
retary, and Mary Jo Reddin, re-
porter.

Members attendmg both Decem-
ber meetings were Mary Beth
Boyd, Cle Juan Douglas, Connie
Ragan and Mary Jo Redding.

Adult leaders attending were
Mrs. Seth Ragan and Mrs. Donald
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Drive Exceeds Last Year’s

CONTRIBUTIONS NOW
NEARING $750 GOAL

WE WISH YOU MERRY CHRISTMAS — Say

the three

Miss Merry Christmas winners in the

Merkel Christmas Parade, held Saturday, Dec.
10. Winners are, from left, Nancy Evans, first;
Alyce Whisenhunt, third, and Becky Gladden,

second (Staff Photo)

STUDENTS URGED
TO CHOOSE GOALS

(Pete) Shotwell, guest
meaker for the Merkel High
School Football Banquet Saturday,
Dec. 17, urged stucents to ‘‘de-
cide on goals early in life.”

“You need goals, objectives,”
paid Shotwell, “and even though
it takes courage to set goals, de-
cide on them soon and stick with

Speaking to the approximately
135 guests attending the banquet,
Shotwell encouraged young peo-
ple to “‘do some thinking on your
own. Demand evidence, and make
up your own mind.”

In introducing Shotwell, Mrs.
Den Dudley, member of the Mer-
kel High School faculty, informed
the audience that Shotwell was
cne of the first five individuals to
be installed in the Coaches’ As-
sociation's Hall of Honor. “‘Last
week sports information directors

of the Lone Star Conference rec-
ommended P. E. Shotwell for the
NAIA Hall of Fame,” said Mrs.
Dudley.

The banquet, hosted by the
Merkel Cheerleaders, carried out
the Oriental Garden theme with
a “‘Chopstick” Program, begin-
ning with Chopstick Melodies.

Participants on the program
were Coach Bill Ttate, Robert
Crawford, Cathy Derrington,
Royce Aikin, Coach Bob Byerly
and suverintendent of schools,
Mack Fisher.

Entertainment was furnished by
Royee Aikin, student at McMurry
College, who nresented folk type
singing and accempanying him-
self on the guitar.

Gifts were presented to Merkel
High School coaches, to the cheer-
leaders and their sponsor, Mrs
Don Dudley.

PANEL OF EXPERTS
TO DISCUSS COTTON

DALLAS (Special) — The 1967
Beltwice Cotton Production-Me-
chanization Conference will be
held in Dallas Jan. 12-13.

The effects of harvesting and
ginning and other production fac-
tors on quality of cottonseed for
planting will be closely examin-
ed by a panel of experts during
the first afternoon session.

Discussions on new develop-

RECENT VISITORS

Visiting recently in the heme
of Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Thaxton
of Merkel were Mr., and Mrs
Jimmy Garrison and children of
Bakersville, California.

ments to control vlant growth and
fruiting and the use of soil and
tissue tests are also scheduled
for the first afternoon session.

Ir Thoas H. Garner, D2
pariment of Acgricultural Engin-
eering, Clemson University, Clem-
son, S. D., will make a progress
report on work underway to eval-
uate the mechanical damage to
cottonseed during harvesting.

Session chairman, James Hand
ITI, of Rollig Fork, Miss., stress-
ed that the conference is open to
arvone interestec in coiton and
that no registration fee is irvelv-
ed. The conference is sponsored
by the National Cotton Council.

Tuesday Dec. 20, Merkel's 1966
Goodfellow workers mace “last
minute” preparations for the Wed-
pesday 1 p.m. opening of the
Goodfellow Store at North 2nd and
Kent streets. The store will also be
cpen from 1 until 5 p.m. Thurs-
day (today).

Workers in the 1966 Goodfellow

Drive are Truman Belcher and

Mrs. W. R. Cypert co - chairmen;

Mrs. Mary Mosier, clothing: Ray

Wilson, Rev. Newton Daniel, On-

is Crawford, and Johnny Ham-

moend, gifts: Ray Woodard, Mary
n, Richard Walker, D. A

Bishop. Dale White and Mamie
Patter to vith Bill W
) ! SUperviso Vincent Bar
Q l Bett Whisenhun

cli g colle n, and Mrs. Dar

Farmer, dolls
A special thank you goes to all
s¢ workers who have done so

much to make this drive the
best we have ever had,’ said
Belcher. “There have been so

many who have taken a part in
this year's drive, it would be im-
posible to name them all, but we
do take this means to thank
them.”

Donations to the Goodfellows
this year exceeds donations for
-y year that the Goodfellows
have been operating in Merkel,
according to Belcher.

As of press time $733.00 had
been contributed to the drive —
only dollars short of the set goal.

“Donations may still be mailec

or taken to the Chamber of Com-
merce, or to the Farmers and
Merchants National Bank,” said
Rev. Daniel, member of the Gift
Committee.

CASH DONATIONS

Previously donated . $369.50
Goodfellow Jars . 19198
The John Bradys . 5.00

Rev. and Mrs. John Curtis .. 500
M. R. Hail 5.00
Taylor Electric Cooperative 25.00

Crawford’s 5.00
Beta Sigma Phi 7.50
J. L. Fisher Wholesale

Gas and Oil 25.00
Paulene Hester 5.00
Buster Hortot 5.00
A J. A. Horton 10.00
Mr. and Mrs. Mack Fisher .. 5.00

ud Mrs. Mack Seymore

and Stacey Sue 10.00
Wooedmen Circle 10.00
Ted and Hazel Pargament 10.00
Methodist Key S.S. Class .. 10.00
Methodist Comrade S.S.

Class 25.00
C. F. Curb — X
Mrs. Jennings Winter ...... 2.50
Miss Connie Pogue ... 1.00
Mr. Willard Pogue . .. . 100
TR o5 B S 1.00
Tom Toombs cee.. 300
(arsons&xpa'\hrket... 25.00
R Y. Duchenie 5........... 750
F & M Bank Employes . 19.00

Mr. and Mrs, l-‘r-tl- 500

Roy Buchanan .............. 5.00
*Christine Collins ............ 20.00
Bal Byrem ...... i85 Shaive 5.00
TOTAL Gyidsaesasnss . $733.53
GOAL ..... 8555, . $750.00

DEPICTING THE MEANING OF CHRIST-
MAS — Mrs. W. L. Brown is shown with her
arrangement entered in the Merkel Garden Club
Flower Show held Saturday, Dec. 10, in the Far-
mers and Merchants National Bank. Said the
judges, “not only do you have a beautiful flower
arrangement, but it depicts the true meaning of

Christmas.”

(Staff Photo)
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Christmas
ring a mes-

sage of good
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All the best wishes to our good friends.

JOHNSON'S NINTH ST. GROCERY

Christmas blessings
. to you and yours!’

e - -

', WILSON JEWELRY
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO AP-
PLY FOR AN ACT CREATING
THE MERKEL HOSPITAL DIS-
TRICT OVER A PORTION OF
TAYLOR COUNTY, TEXAS

TO THE RESIDENTS OF TAY-
LOR COUNTY, TEXAS, AND
ALL OTHER INTERESTED
PARTIES:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
after due publication hereof the
undersignec¢ intend to apply to
the Texas Legislature at its reg-
ular session in 1967 for the pas-
an act authorizing the
creation of a Hospital District ov-

sage of

er a portion of Taylor County,
Texas, under the authority grant-
ed by Article IX, Section 9, of the
Texas Constitution, the general
purposes and nature of such Act
being expressed as follows

“AN ACT authorizing creation
of the MERKEL HOSPITAL DIS-
TRICT; providing for an election
within the area of the proposed
hospital district and making cer-
tain findings in connection there-
with; providing for the operation
and financing of said district, in-
cluding the procedures it is to

follow; providing a severability
clause; and declaring an emer-
gency.’

DATED this the 14th cay of

December, 1966
Maxwell Murrell

W. W. Toombs
John R. West
R. Hicks
ever Mellinger
W. Ha:
M. H
V. D. Gamble
ark M. W son
H Cars
Cox
Qy I¢ r
W \dcock
I F starbuck
{ W. H B K
Carsor

Legal Notice

THE STATE OF TEXAS
To any Sheriff or any Constable
within the State of Texas —
GREETING:

You are

cause to be published

heret

y commanded to

once each

week for four consecutive Weeks,
iblication to be t least

¢ dewvs before the re-

1 n Vspaper
! T r County, Texas

below following

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
'HE STATE OF TEXAS

nia J. Flowers, De-

fendant, Greeting
YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the

norable Court of Domestic Re-

ns of Taylor County at the

Courthouse thereof, in Abilene,
Texas, by filing a written answer

at or before 10 o'clock AM. of
the first Monday next after the
expiration of forty - two days from
the date of the issuance of this
citation, same being the 16th day
of January AD. 197, to Plain-
tiff's Petition filed in said court,
on the 9h dey of March AD.
1966 in this cause, numbered 2.646
on the docket of said court and
styled W. D. Flowers, Plaintiff,
ve. Virginia J. Flowers, Defen-
dant

A brief statement of the nature
of this suit is as follows, to - wit:
Plaintiff and defendant were mar-
ried December 1958, and became
separated on Oct
Plaintiff sues for divorce
on grounds of harsh and cruel
is more fully shown

on file in

permanently

29, 1962

treatment as

by Plaintiff's Petition

If this citation not served

thin 1 ety day flor the date

Services Hel

A4AVAL

For T. B. Jeffrey
Fur

Thomas B.
held Friday
Dec. 18 in Starbuck Chapel with
burial in Rose Hill Cemetery

Mr. Jeffrey, a former resident
of Taylor County, died Wednes-
day in a North Kansas City, Mo.
hospital.

Surviving are his wife; a son,

uneral services for

Jeffrey, 40

were

THE MERKEL MAIL, MERKEL, TEXAS

Page Two A
of its issuance, it shall be return-
ed unserved.

The officer executing this writ
shall promptly serve the same
according to requirements of law,
and the mandates hereof, and
make due return as the law di-
rects

Issued and given under my hand

Thursday, Dec, 22, 1966

and the seal of said court at Abi-
lene, Texas, this the 30th day of
November A.D. 1966.
(Seal)
Attest: R. H. ROSS Clerk,
Domestic Relations Court
Taylor County, Texas
By Irene Crawford, Deputy.
40 4lc
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MAY THE SPECIA!
JOYS OF CHRISTMAS BE YOURS!

JOHNNY COX

BOOKKEEPING, INCOME TAX, NOTARY

A%

ay your hearts be 7 ;
Mepyow eaets 4 | | BRINGING |
the h|:|)i'd:. tsc::::n'ou i& | YOU WARM Q :
A j HOLIDAY GREETINGS! |
| /
'TIS THE
BOONE SERVICE STATION | MALONE IMPLEMENT
%) | ()
T0 OUR e e
PATRONS o) (.///.m/vy
W Clisbinas 3
&3 & -g-‘f’ & \ & to all our ‘:})5
for a w'Vf“*f 18 .‘ many good A .
A "[ cusicmers
happy Wolstiay :;_ DAY
3k greetingsl
~ WE_WISH YOU THE SEASON'S JOVS! n: |
" MERKEL RESTAURANT
and MOTEL HENRY - OWENS FORD SALES
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HALF & HALF
. ' .................... (ing =

WHIPPING CREAM

3-Lb.
________________ Can

09¢

¢ GIVE A FOOD GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM WILSONS FOOD

STORE FOR CHRISTMAS!
Special for Thursday, Friday, Saturday, December 22,23, 24
Maxwell House

BIG DIP Foremost 1% Gal 4.9c COFFEE chal:169c 2.1b, $.I 38

Ocean Spray

Granberry Sauce =19s

Pacific Gold Spiced

PEACHES

Del Monte Whole - 303 Can

GreenBeans - 49¢
PEAS .. 30
35¢
59

Pineapple
FLOUR

TURKEYS
TURKEYS

RUMP ROAST ---
HAMBURGER - -

—

e e

Chocolate Covered

CANDY G5 39

FOREMOST PHILADELPHIA CREAM — 8-OZ.

EGG NOG -0t 49¢c  CHEESE - Pkg. 29¢

MANDARIAN — 11-0Z. CAN KRAFT'S MINIATURE — 10-0Z. PKG.

No. 215 4 5¢ ORANGES .2 for 45¢ MARSHMALLOWS _ Pkg. 19¢

Can .72 for

Del Monte Can
Crushed ? for

Gold  5-Lh.
Medal ...... Bag

3 MARKET MADE

s = SAUSAGE - Lb. 49c

(iooch Blue
B,

Norbest
10-12 Lb 9¢
Swift’s Butterball ¢
10-12Lb ...
_.Lb. 65(:
3 Lbs. $1,00

_ CHICKEN HENS AND HAMS

2 T 49¢ KEITH'S — PKG. OR 2

“ " | DINNER ROLLS -Pke 29¢

Y X;BR; S COLONIAL GERMAN CHOCOLATE

Squat 2 9 ¢ CARES = Each 89¢

SRR,

| BN(& vicerabics

BAMA STRAWBERRY ( v:

PRESERVES CALIFORNIA NAVEL

18-0

h  39F| ORANGES . In15¢
APPLES — Lb. 15¢
CRANBERRIES ----Lb. 33¢
CELERY . Stalk 15¢
ONIONS

ONIONS

DOUBLE PREMIUMS
ON WEDNESDAY ON
PURCHASE OF $2.50

OR MORE IN MERCHANDISE

SAVE VALUABLE

“Where Cu emnSendTh' Friends®

TWO DELI\’ERIE‘S ‘})AILY at 102‘50 : m, and 4:30 p m. CASH mm TAPE

mone ss5m3  FOR PREMIUMS
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WITH
merkee ma WANT ADS

01.00 minimum for the first four lines. Excess of 4 lines will be charged at the rate of 5 cents per word,
M no results obtained on the first insertion, we will run it free the second time.

Card of Thanks: $1.50 for the first 50 words, 5c per word for each additional weord.
TERMS: Cash in advance, unless an account is already established.

NOTICE of typographical or other errors must be given before the second Insertion or claims for re
funds or extension will not be recognized.

Y b { . TSNS e Suereeary SRR
!!SC?LLANEO!§_ WANT TO LEASE — From 30 to CARD OF THANKS
FOR 200 acres within 20 miles of WE WISH TO expres our thanks
MONUMENTS and Merkel Phone 928-5447. 42 2tp to our friends for their visits and

many other thoughtful deeds dur-
ing the illness and death of W. J.
Derstine

CEMETERY CURBING l" )R RENT — Two bedroom house
M. A. (Sarg) NOSTER o ) i
Plumbed for washer

1404 Herring Dr.

at 705 Oak

Merkel, Texas . -8 ) e Mrs. W. J. Derstine
Phone 35568 Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Derstine
Su and Children
MASONIC MEETING FOR SALE PP
- N 1 Mes o f \Mer A "
Lodsg N\ ) o FOR SALI Two bedroom and CARD OF THANKS
i Ach ) e A y. Wes g M Fi e \ ©sS
ROY MASHBURN, W. M e $35- 17 Admiral $30.00. f you this Christmas, and
DAN BUTLER, Sec'y Pes 301 Marior all 92 the New Year
—_ g — 0 e Margaret Foste
WHEED A NEW WELL DrLL . - 8
ED? Ao oid well cleaned SALE Good bundle feed May 20-21, 1927, marked the
out? Call Robert Higgna, 4 , g =0 b sovis the Alai
$-5%98. Also sell and uwstall ' S . s Lindbardh
Meyers Pumps 51-tte i S
:‘;H! LD YOU BELII 9 ; SALI White double dress-
Range Kubes a: $58 00 ¢ 1 mirror. Mrs C. Wi
ton. Hog fex ¥ as $ ) t. rhone : 2 2
ton. A . K lex ‘ EOR QAT R — it
livered to your ban .
Serex s $2 - ,
Supt v e
; : . Sa m. Bob Spence
iper Mills Han Texas s
Code 915, SPring 4-1684 M -
DEER HUNTING — 450 acres 14 FOR SALE
miles southwest of Merkel on Two bedroom, den, living room
FM Road 126. Call Nubia 4167 South part of town. Financing
Mrs. E. C. Ry 3% 4'c can be purchased with small
- down -_h:_."ﬂ_‘
REMEMBER — Tex Herring _
School of Auction begins Jan Three bedroom, two bath house
2, 1967, Call OW 21720 in Abi- irpet throughout, own water
lene 41 fr4 system. close to lown
e ——— : . oy CYRUS PEE AGENCY
1 W'e the ) etre
TAKE soil away the Blue \ re P 928.-5613
way from carpets anc uphel-
stery. Rent electric shampooer e ———— ¥ e
$1. Bullock’'s Hardware. Phone
928-5310 42 1tc FOR SALE
HELP WANTED — Boys and zirls || 2 bedroom house on cormer.
ages 2 to 6 years old to operate Priced tc sell. 211 Cherry St.

“Silly Factory.” Reg. $2 0
ONLY %c. See at
Inc. 502 Butternut in Abilene

W. W. TOOMBS, Real Estate
Phone 928-5921

trucks, new and used parts, we

“dwayy nhave Tom W W W
FOR RENT — Unfurnishea aparte trucks, 15 to 20 semi - traliers

- - F()} ALY .. ) » to be mov-
FOR LEASE — Quarter section of I Ot SALE — House to be mo
land. For p " P F L room and porch good con-
ron interviev SEw S — - So—— ik e =
West, Merkel, Rt. 2, c-o Lioyd lition. See Bob Spence in Trent. —
. 11 M
West 41 2tp -
a5y p IRUCKS, Trailers, truck and
FOR RENT trailer equipment, new [HC

ment. 2 bedroom, bath. 306 including vans, pole, grain, oil
Locust. Phone 8-5713. Ray Wil and water trailers, winch
son 33 tfe trucks, winches, etc. We trade,
- try us
FOR RENT — Three bedroom il s L
. i . JOHNSON TRUCK & SUPPLY
home. Inquire at Edna's Beauty

“hone 252181

Shop. 928-5913 30 tfe peosaibosten .

FOR RENT — Unfurnished 3 bed-
room house Plumbed for wash-
er, backyard fenced. 928-5236

4 ote Al
pathy and help in our recent sor-

CARD OF THANKS

OUR HEARTFELT THANKS to
who extended comforting sym-

FOR RENT — Very clean
room furnished or unfurnished floral offerings and other kindness-
house North 4th St. 928-5669 €s, we are

3 bed- rOw For the beautif LOTVIre

aecply gratefu

41 2tc The Sam Swan Fan
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Social Security
Pay Liberalized

Many people past age 62 could
draw at least part of their So-
cia! Security benefits if they filed
a claim for these benefits now, ac-
cording to R. R. Tuley Jr., social
security district manager in Abi-
lene

“Many people of retirement age
believe that if they continue any
work at all, no benefits are paiy-
able to them until they fully re-
tire, but this is not correct under
the liberalized retirement test,"
he said.

For example, a worker reaching
65 in 1966 who has always paid
on the maximum amount credit-
able under social security would
“ove a monthly benefit rate of
$135.90. The first $1.500 of his 1966
and 1967 earnings would not count
under the new retirement test;
he would miss $1.00 in benefits
for each $2.00 earned from $1,500
to $2,700, and dollar for dollar
for earnings over $2,700. So he
could still earn up to $3,730 in a
year before no social security
payments at all would be due.

If he had a wife 65 also entitl-
ed to benefits on his record he
could earn $4546.80 before no
benefits would be payable

The present time might be the
best time to visit the social se-
curity office to see if some so-
cial security benefits are payable,
Tuley said

We Have
MOVED
TO
208 RUNNEILS

ALLISON
PLUMBING
PHONE 9285787

Sincere thanks for your patronage during the
past year. We hope we may serve you as well !

in the New Year. Merry Christmas!

TAYLOR COUNTY
FARM BUREAU

VEARL SMITH, Agent

MUSIC, PARTIES.
DECORATIONS FILL
CHRISTMAS SEASON

The “glow of Christmas can be
seen in the Merkel area, with par-
ties, banquets, and gay decora-
tions, and Christmas music fill-
ing the downtown area.

FOR THE CHRISTMAS MUSIC
in downtown Merkel, a special
“thank you' goes to Fred Star-
buck for the Carols that he sends
put over the speaker system. An
extra holiday mood has been felt
by shoppers, workers and people
passing through as they listen to
the Carols. Thank you, Fred.

A CHRISTMAS TREE THEME
in “pink" greeted guests who call-
ed at Mrs. Horace Boney's an-
nual Christmas Coffee Tuesday,
Dec. 20. A large tree flocked in
pink brightened the living room
while Mrs. Don Warren served
coffee from a table with pink
appointments. Also assisting Mrs.
Boney was Mrs. Benny Boney of
Merkel.

Out of town guests included
Mmes. Howard Gardner, Hoyle
Lemons, Clyde Sears and J. D.
McGaha, all of Abilene, Mrs. Rob-
ert Montgomery, Sweetwater, Mrs.
Don Wilson, Odessa, and Mrs. W.
C. Wiggins of Carthage, Mo.

A CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP
was hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Robert Hicks in their new home
Sunday evening after church ser-
Special were the
members of the First Methodist
Choir Decorations of
green and gold blended with the
new home colors, with the serving

vices uests

Church

table covered in an olive green
cloth and a centerpiece of gold
roses anc green candles

THE FOOTBALL BANQUET,

held at the Starlite Inn in Abi-
lene, and hosted by the Merkel
Cheerleaders, featured a ‘“‘land
of beauty” admist an Oriental
Garden theme. The 135 guests in-
cluded faculty, school board mem-
bers and wives, Merkel High
School Band members, football
team and school students.

TAX MAN
SAM SEZ:

Now is the time to get your
1967 edition of ‘‘Your Federal In-
rome Tax." This 160 - page book-
let on Federal income taxes is
now available at Internal Reve-
nue offices throughout Texas. You
can save many times the 50c cost
by carefully checking your tax
problems in the simple, easily
understood explanations.

Antlerless Hunt
Still Widespread

AUSTIN (Special) — Sixty Tex-
as counties still are open for an-
tlerless deer harvesting subject,
of course, to the number of per-
mits still held by land owners
who issue them direct to hunters.
Taylor is one of the counties list-
ed.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department listed the counties as
a service to both ranchers and
sportsmen to augment the effort
to remove a deer surplus that
could develon into a herd crisis,
unless more favorable range con-
ditions develop soon.

The Department stressed the
superior edible qualities of antler-
less deer for hunters desiring to
add variety to larder stocks.

HOUSE PAINTING
Carpenter Repairs
Yape and Bedding
Sign Painting

See LEE WARD

There’s Still---
GIFTS GALORE

FOR LAST MINUTE SHOPPERS
Watches — Watch Bands — Rings
Diamonds — Billfelds — Costume Jewelry
and Many, Many More!

~ WILSON JEWELER |

IN MERKEL

= WITH A GE
ELECTRICAL _APPLIANCE

PALMER MOTOR_CO.
GE TELEVISIONS \\5

EARLY AMERICAN STYLING

COLOR TV

25’ picture tube, hide and see doors, completely

Automatic tuning,

Reg. $795.00 NOW ONLY $649.00 Exch.
CONTEMPORARY STYLING

WALNUT VENEER COLOR TV

25" picture tube, Meter Guide Tuning Meter, Magic Memory
Reference Control, Completely automatic tuning.

Reg. $695.00 - NOW ONNLY $565.00 Exch.
NEW GE PORTABLE COLOR TVs

only $269.9

GOOD SELECTION OF BLACK & WHITE
PORTABLE TVs FROM $99.50 UP
NOW ONLY FROM $89.50 up

(OMPL

DRYERS, DISHWASH
ICE MAKERS AT

REDUCED PRICES

TE LINE NEW GE WASHERS,
KRS, REFRIGERATORS,

L\

West Berlin’s best wishes to its friends throughout the
world for the Christmas and New Year Season will be con-
veyed by carols sung by the famous Schoenberger Boys’
Choir, Picture shows them under the 10-ton Freedom Bell,
modeled after the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia and installed
in Berlin in 1950 as a gift from 17 million Americans. It
peals each noon from the tower of West Berlin's Ci}z Hall.

The Boys' Choir, founded in 1947 by Gerhard llwig,
who is still its conductor, has some 90 members who begin
at age 8-10 to receive two years of training before joining
the active Choir. Its different m ha

any person, firm or corporation, which may appear in the columns of
the newspaper will be corrected, gladly, upon being brought to the
sttention of the publisher.

BIG 12 FT. GE FREEZER Only $169.95 Exch,
SEE THEM AT

PALMER MOTOR CO.

For Classified Rates: See WANT AD Section.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $3.50 Per Year

Member of the Texas Press Association
and West Texas Press Association.

%ml,mopedomi;ncadm Openlndmldam
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LITTLE BADGER
TRACKS

By MES REPORTERS

Do you know what time it is?
Christmas, of course! The seventh
and eighth grade classes know
Just how to celebrate it — by
having parties. The seventh grade
party was held in the old gym
Tuesday night, and the eighth
grade party in the school cafeter-
ia Wednesday night. Both parties
featured games, refreshments,
and exchanging gifts. The seventh
grade had a special attraction —
the breaking of two candy-filled
pinatas.

The good cooks of Mrs. Winters'
room were rewarded with a total
of $1471 from the candy sale
held last Thursday. Part of the
money was given to the United
Fund.

Mrs. Shouse's seventh grade

room had a successful sidewalk
sale last Friday which netted
$20.84 for the United Fund and
TOOM expenses,

The pupils of Merkel Elemen-
tary School are proud to have met
their United Fund goal.

Pupils of Mr. Bratcher's fifth
grade decorated their Christmas
tree last week. They are learning
poems, songs and Christmas car-
ols.

Mrs. Orsborn's sixth grade class
will have two plays on December
21. The first one will be “‘Christ-
mas Tablecloth,” and the other
will be “Candle in the Window."
A number of carols will be sung.
Evenybody’'s looking forward to
the holidays.

Monday afternoon Christmas-
decorated doors in the elementary
bui'ding were judged. They were
all so attractive that the judges
had a difficult time deciding but
the three considered best were
Mrs. Shouse's, Mrs. Winter's, and
Mr. Davis’.

We wish you all a merry Christ-
mas and a Very Happy New
Year.

to our
] nany friends
and patrons!
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CYPERT TAX SERVIE

| PINKY and MILDRED |

Blessings
upon Dou

and NI Dour
Lobed Ones at -

this Holy
Time.
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BADGER TALES

Bv DEBI CORDER

Every student who is attending
Merkel High is at present time,
or should be, bubbling over with
happiness. Holidays are here
again. (Whopeeeeeeee! )

The only part to dread is the
coming back afterwards and tak-
ing six weeks and mid term tests.

Last Saturday night the annual
Football Banquet was held. The
Starlite Inn was the center of
this gala event. ‘“Oriental Gar-
dens” was the theme. The main
speaker was Mr. P. E. Shotwell,
along with Robert Crawford, the
Chinese for was it Japanese?)
bey. All the girls looked very pret-
ty as usual. The boys looked ‘‘bet-
ter than usual.”” Gifts were pre-
sented to the coaches, cheerlead-
ers, and Mrs. Pat Dudley. The
cheerleaders and Mrs. Dudley,
their sponsor, were in charge of
the banquet.

Sunday afternoon the great Mer-
kel Badger Band performed for
the community, everyone was in-
vited with admission free. Christ-
mas played and a
large crowd attended.

Doan Children
Visit Parents

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Doan of
Merkel entertained approximately
thirty guests at Sunday dinner,
Dec. 18.

sSongs were

Among the
their children and families, Mr.
and Mrs. Dale Doan of Mojave,
Calif ; Mrs. H. P. Alderman, Tex-
as City; Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie
Doan and Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Doan, all of Lubbock; Mr. and
Mirs. Joe Doan, Snyder, Mrs. War-
ren Shaw, Abilene, and Mr. and

guests were all of

[

—

Last Thursday night the juniors
had their class Christmas parly
at the school cafeteria. Games
were played and everyone had a
fairly good time.

Steve Doan, Terry Wade, Ben-
son Pack, Randy Doan have start-
ed a combo group, which seems
to be progressing very well. They
performed at their freshman class
party Monday night.

The Sophomore Class Party was
also held Monday night at the
Community Center. Some of the
class members went to the Rest
Home and sang Christmas Carols
and took gifts. Mr. Rodgers, one
of the freshman sponsors, gave a
sermon from a Sears and Roebuck
catalog.

The seniors celebrated Monday
night at the Taylor Electric Co-
operative building.

Well, what's this? Vickie Doan
has contact lenses and is getting
her braces removed in February.

TC Farm Bu;eau
Hires Agent

Benton Watson of Abilene, is
now associated with the Taylor
Coun'y Farm Bureau, according
to Vearl Smith, Taylor County
Farm Bureau agency manager.

Watson, a native of Spur and a
gracuate of Spur High School, was
formerly a farm writer for the
Abilene Reporter - News. He at-
tensed Abilene Christian College
before transferring to Texas A&M
University, where he majored in
agricultural journalism

He will be under the supervi-
sion of Smith

Summer Seésion
T'o Be Shortened

ABILENNE — The summer ses-
sion at Abilene Christian College
for 1967 will feature 5':z-week
sessions insteacd of the usual six-
weeks' periods, according to Reg-
istrar Ken Rasco

To shorten the sessions, classes
will be lengthened five minutes
and time between plasses prob-
ably cut down.

The first postage stamps were
issued in 1847.

BASKETBALL

HIGH SCHOOL
Jan. 3 — open
Jan. 'S5, 6, 7 — Trent Tourna
ment, A girls, A boys 4
The following are district games
for both A boys and girls, at 7:00

Jan. 10, — Rosecoe, there
Jan. 13 — Aspermont, there
Jan. 17 — Rotan, here

Jan. 20, — Jim Ned, there

Jan. 24 — Wylie, here

Jan. 27 — Roscoe, here

Jan 51 — Aspermont, here
Feb. 3 -- Rotan, there

Feb. 7 — Jim Ned, here

Feb. 10 — Wylie,( there

ELEMENTARY

Jan. 57 — Anson Tournament,
boys and girls A

Jan. 9 — Jim Ned at Merkel,
boys A and B and girls A

Jan. 16 — Merkel at
boys A and B and girls A

Jan. 23 — Merkel at Baird, boys
A and B and girls A

Jan. 26-28 — Jim Ned Tourna-
ment, beys and girls A

Jan. 30 — Merkel at Jim Ned,
boys A and B and girls A

John H. Rister
Dies at Age 72

John H. Rister, 72, of Tve died

Dec. 14 in Hendrick
Memorial Hospital in Abilene

Wylie,

Wed nesday

Funera services were held Sat-
urds7 in Tye Baotist Church with
the Rev. E. V. Brooks, pastor, and
the Rev. Temple Lewis of Abi-
lene officiating. Burial
Tye Cemetery

was in

Jorn Aug. 13, 1894 in Gatesville,
he moved to Tve in 1902 from
Countv. He retired from
farming in 1959. He was a veter-
an of World War 1 and member
of the Tye Baptist Church

( ‘(II'_\Q'VI

Survivors include his wife
Johnny W
Curtis C

two
sons, of Midland and
of Guantanamo Naval
Base, Cuba: five sisters, Mrs.
Lula Rister, Abilene, Mrs. Geor-
gia Faye Higgins, Mrs. Una Mae
Hayes, Mrs. Ethalyene Hewytt, all
of "Merkel, and Mrs. Effie Big-
ham of Bradshaw; three brothers,
Ossie of Tye, Lee and Sam of
Abilene; five grandchildren.

SOIL SCIENTIST ~
AND SOIL SURVEY

Why is a soil survey so impor-
tant? What happens when a soil
scientist makes a soil survey?
Lonnie Watson, soil scientist with
the Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) in Abilene says: Without
knowing your soils, it would be
like geing down town to purchase
a coat for a person that you have
never see before. The same inci-
dent happens when you try to
manage your soils and con't know
the types. That is why a soil sur-
vey is so important. It also sug-
gests to the farmer and rancher
the type of management to take
on different types of soils. For
example, some soils must be
drained before they can be used
for crops; others must be irrigat-
ed. Sloping soils need to be pro-
tected from erosion when clean-
tilled crops are grown.

When a soil scientist goes into
2 farmer's or rancher's lield, he
digs rume -ous holes and examines

the different layers of soils, re-
cording the different character<
istics. These characteristics are:
The size of soil particles, arrange-
ment of soil particles, colors of
scils, and the acidity or alkalin-
ily in each layer. They measure
the slone or gradient of the soil.

Watson has been working south.
west of Tye on the Teaff Broth-
er's farms. He plans to work in
the vicinity of the Stephen’s farm
in the near future.

The swastika became the na«
tional flag of Germany in 1935.

The Litter Gritter Soys oo |

DRIVE AND ARRIVE |
~' SAFELY

Eyes Examined

Contact Lenses

DR. ED DRESSEN

OPTOMETRIST
Phone OR 4-6331

504 Cedar St.

Visual Training

Abilene, Texas

TEX HERRING
WESTERN WEAR

OLD ABILENE TOWN

East Interstate 20—Northeast of Abilene

OPEN 9 AM. — 9 P.M.
1 — 6 PM.SUNDAY
Featuring:
@ First Quality Western Wear
@ At Prices You Can Pay

REGISTER FOR PAIR NOCONA
BOOTS, WESTERN SUIT,
& BANDERA HAT

CLOSE OUT PRICES
for CHRISTMAS

LAST MINUTE SHOPPERS BUY CHOICE GIFTS
AT BIG SAVINGS-PRICES ARE REDUCED —
YOU SAVE MORE AT CRAWFORD’S

Men’s Suits

SAVE ON THESE TOP
QUALITY BRAND NAMES

$39.99 to $69.99

Men’s Shoes

PRICED LOW TO
SAVE YOU MORE

Start at §7.88

Ladies’

BIG STOCK
SPRING STYLES

BIG SAVINGS

Shoes

LADIES’

Nylon Hose
2 Pairs $1.00

FREE GIFT WRAPPING

PERMANENT PRESS

Shirts

VALUES TO $6.00

$2.99

Boys’ Suits

$19.9

mw Crawford B
MEN'S WEAR

928-5612




Hendrick Memorial Hospital.
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Berry and
Mr. Lee Stanley and Mr. and Mrs.
. Bud Lilly visited Mr. and Mrs. E.
- Stith
2]

.. Berry Sunday

News

Service—sv Helh
For L. A, Bleeker

services for lsaac A
78. were held Saturday
Dec. 17 in the Starbuck Funeral
Home Chapel with the Rev. New-
ton Daniel, pastor of the Method-
Burial was

By MRS.
FRITZ HALE

Funeral

Bleeker

Merry Christmas to all
Mrs. Paul Bradley, Mrs
tis Clyburn, Mrs. Royv Mashburn
and Mrs. Vernon Hudson attended
the HD Clul party in

Cur

1st Church officiating
in Rose Hill Cemetery

Christmas

Anson Wednesday Mr. Bleeker, a resident of Mer-
Mr. and Mrs E. L. Berry kel for the nast few years, died

bought Mrs. Pick Payne's house Wednesday in an Abilene hospital

here and they moved last week following a short illness

Those helpin move were Survivors include one brother

Mr. and Mrs Bradle, F. J Bock Bleeker of Bloomington,
McDonald, Mr ind Mrs. Ray Wi ne sister, Emma Wil
Perny, Mrs. Bud Lilly, Mrs. Edith iams of Baird; several nieces

Leach

S AU President
Out of Hospital

doing fine

Mrs. Bob Garner passed away
m Hendrick Men 1 Hospital
Thursdavy morning. She was Fritz ABILENE — President Don H

Hale's niece Morris of Abilene Christian Col-

Jana Farme { Merkel spent ege was released Dec. 14 from
the | nd '} ndd -

"‘.‘;_‘:‘\ (;:\:_'_\ : _“":;1 '\:; Hendrick Memorial Hospital

vice a (- St 3aptist Churc vhere he had been recuperating

Mr. and M Bentha ym a stroke suffered Nov. 17

attended the service Sunday at I'he president has made excel-

the St Bantist b ent progress, and he is expected

The | \ ex e a ete recovery

S r ) WeLve I W ‘
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lady arrow!

MONOGRAMMED BLOUSES

5“ 6.‘
roll sleeve long sleeve

The personal touch in gift giving adds so
much. Three initials, %" high is provided
at no extra charge on Perma-lron blouses
from Ledy Arrow! Choose blue, pink, yel-
low, and beige. Sizes 30-38.

sportswear, oll 3 stores
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HEADRICK-HAMMOND

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Headrick, Dallas, announce
the engagement of Mr. Headrick’s sister, Barbara
Lynn, to David Bruce Hammond, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. W. Hammond of Merkel.

Miss Headrick graduated from Merkel High
School in 1965. She was a member of FTA, and re-
porter for FHA.

The bride - elect is a sophomore nursing major
at Cameron College, Lawton, Okla, She is a mem-
ber of the Pre-Med Club and the Student Nurses
Assoclation,

Mr. Hammond is a 1965 graduate of Merkel
High School where he was an active member of the
band, track, and FTA.

He is presently attending McMurry College, Abi-
lene, where he is a sophomore physics major and a
member of the McMurry College Band.

Hammond is also a GMSN of the 8-96 (M) Sur-
face Division of the United States Naval Reserve.

No date has been set for the wedding.

I v il

GAITHERS TOOBSERVE
S0TH ANNIVERSARY

. 24 Mr. and Mrs. For- The daughters are Mrs. E. D

est Y. Gaither of Merkel will cele- Dora’ McGehee of La Marque,
at e wedding anniver- Texas, and Mrs. James H. Gar-
sary with their family at the fami- ner ‘Becky' of Wimberley, Tex-
t ) Stres as. The grandchildren are David,
The Gaithers were married in  Trezlvn and Sandra McGehee, and
y D 24, 1916, and Rebecca and Alexandria Garner

Merkel. They have Mr. Gaither was born and rais- 4

ed lavior ( ty. M

3 ' Snilignd ¥ o VS TR

NOODLF NEWS

By SIMMONS CALLAWAY

Little Collve Dan Tarpley, Sny-

» "t } 1 lay “—:. ‘.>‘<: \‘».

grandparents Mr

Mrs. Dock Callaway while

s nd sister - in - law

Mr G s Tarvley, and Mrs

Mike Tarpley went to Camp Polk

Army Base to bring Pvt. Mike
hoeme to spend a 15 day leave

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Justice,

Merkel, svent Sundav with their
son. Vessie and wue, celebrating
Vessie's and his mother's birth-
Mrs Elso Maxwell, Anson,
spent the weekend with her son,
Billy and family
Mr. and Mrs. O. D. Putman,

Anson route, visited Mr. and Mrs
Dock Callaway Sunday afternoon

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Wheeler
went to Cross Plains Sunday to
the 50th Anniversary celebration
of their daughter - in - law, Mrs
Andy Wheeler

Cotton is about all out and gin-
ned, but while it was being pulled
and stripped the ginners hardly
kad a “breather” or relaxing for
a few minutes, day and night

to oUr many
friends! /

B&D
Garage '

of Wales.

S

Our heartiest greeiings to you and yours!

MEAD’S BAKERY
“Mead s Fine Bread”

Saint David is the patron saint THE MERKEL MAIL, MERKEL, TEXAS
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PUBLIC NOTICE

HANDICAP INDUSTRIES, INC. is Closing Their Store At
502 Butternut in Abilene.

950% 75%

PRICE SLASH
WHILE THE STOCK LASTS!

MEN'S AND LADIES 3 PIECE, REG. $2.59
LEATHER (20 Window) OVENWARE c
BILLFOLDS 31.49 SET NOW 98
Reg. $2.95 Now

o 32 MODELING CLAY 1 (¢
I,-\I)IES STRETCH 31.95 Reg. 89¢ now
GLOVES Reg. 6.95 new \LL GAME

Pl . o Al U )l AS IN

MEN'S AND LADIES THE HOUSE ¢
TRAVEL BAGS $m0p | Heto$l . Now 9
Reg. $9.94 Now 2 26 PIECES REFRIGERATOR
REG. $21.95 EACH PLAY ¢
BAR STOOLS 37.95 FOOD Reg. 59¢ .. NOW 4
We'll go for $1.49
THROW 49c
PILLOWS only

BABY GIFT SET
Reg. 5.00 now
Safe Toys for Baby

BORG REG. $7.95 to $12.95
BATHROOM SCALES

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

HANDICAP INDUSTRIES. INC.

502 BUTTERNUT ABILENE
P R g I TR P

£ JO_ s
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A
I

¥

|

=

*‘



B Y

EDD'S CAFE

Here’s hoping your Yule
is filled with joy!

HICK’S AUTO SUPPLY |

e ek R

b

Wishig you e Jy'
MANSFIELD FEED STORE

NAOMI & FRED STARBUCK

sl

/‘_—\

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

A LOOK at the high annual toll
of human lives and disabling in-
juries from traffic accidents in
our state could lend substance to
the idea that we live in a jungle
. . . that we must kill or be killed!

CERTAINLY Christmas cannot
subscribe to this idea, for man's
spiritual enlightenment determin-
es his concern for those in the
world about him. The only possi-
ble Christian attitude in driving
then must be:

“I Am My Brothers’ Keeper'

BUT WHAT about the attitude
of those who feel we live in a
jungle? 'The instinct for self-
preservation is inherent in all of
us, but this does not mean in our
present - day civilized society.
We must kill or be killed. A better
interpretation of this law of na-
ture would be: “I am my bro-
ther's keeper, especially since
there are so mar;; times when
he is mine."”

WHEN a driver takes his place
behind the wheel, in a very real
sensc, he invokes this verse from
Deuteroromy, fifth book of the
Old Testament

“I have set before thee life
and death; therefore choose life.”’

THE COMMANDMENT: “Thou

Mrs. J, E, Massey
Dies in Longview

Mrs. J. E. Massey, €8, died Mon-
day, Dec. 12 at the home of her

Wiley J. Massey in Long-
view, after a short illness
Funeral services were held Wed-
resday, Dec. 14 at the Calvary
Baptist with the Rev
David Hahn, pastor, and the Rev.
A. D. Smith of Sweetwater offi-
ciating. Burial was in Rose Hill
Cemetery with Starbuck Funeral
Home in charge

Church

Mrs. Massey was born Jeannie
Leona Linn Oct. 7, 1898, in Erath
County, Tex., and married J. E.
Massqy Feb. 2, 1919 at Yarnaby,
Okla. They moved to the Merkel
area in 1928. Mr. died
in 1956,

Survivers include her son, Wi-
ley Jr. of Longview; seven daugh-

Massey

ters, Mrs. John Reagh of Kil-
gore, Mrs. I. L. Brooks of Lan-
caster, Mrs. J. M. Lemons of
Hobbs, N. M., Mrs. D. D. Bent-

ley of Shamrock, Mrs
nett of

Floyd Ar-

Longview, Mrs. R. C.

Bentley of Svearman and Mrs
Douglas Baker of Topeka, Kan.:
23 grandchildren and 20 great-

grandchildren.

Mack’s Cleaners

Your Dry Cleaner
Is Your Clothes
Best Friend
Clothing Dry Cleaned
lasts longer and looks

new longer.

THE VERY BEST
OF EVERYTHING
10 EVERYONE!

BARNETT
BARBER SHOP

shalt not kill" applies as much to
the man or woman driving a car
as it does on every other occa-
sion throughout the day and night.
It applies perhaps in greater de-
grec, since so many people drive
cars and because the average
person overlooks the fact that an
automobile can be a dealy wea-
pon.

THE TEXAS Safety Association
asks your help in reaching the
minds and hearts and souls of
men with this message for the
Christmas season: Life is not to
be thrown away on our streets
and highways; it is still sacred
and precious as the Lord intend-
ed it to be.

Traffic safety is a moral re-
sponsibility.”’

— Texas Safety Association, Inc.

Dub Derstine
Dies at Age 4

Services for W. J. (Dub) Der-
stine, 54, were held Friday, Dec.
16 in the Grace Preshyterian
Church, with the Rev. Floyd Kin-
ser, pastor, and the Rev. Newton
Daniel, pastor of First Methodist
Church, officiating. Burial was in
Rose Hill Cemetery

Mr. Derstine, a lifelong resi-
dent of Merkel, died Thursday in
an Abilene hospital, following an
illness of four weeks.

Born May 16, 1912 in Taylor
County, he married Opal Vick
Jan. 14, 1933, in Anson. He had
been in the trucking busineses all
of his adult life and for the past
few years was the freight agent
for Merchants Fast Motor Lines
of Merkel.

He was a member of the Pres-
byterian Church and a member
of the Downtown Bible Class in
Merkel.

Survivors include his wife; one
son, Sam Derstine of Lubbock;
two grandchildren; one sister,
Miss Mary Derstine of Austin.

May the blessings of

this Holy Season
be yours in abundance.
A joyous Christmas!

WISHING YOU CHEER! |

IRVEN THOMPSON |

Hope your crmnas s merry!
LEMEN'S BUTANE

B =R . = ———————————

BEST
WISHES
TO ALL!

Sincere
holiday
greetings

to you, our
good friends

and patrons.

let every heart
rejoice and e glad!

GLAMOUR BAR

CHEERY

-

GREETINGS TO ALL!
WYLIEE TRUCK TERMINAL

MR .

B :
S P R——
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HOLIDAY J
\JO¥Y TO AL




PRICES GOOD
THURDAY, FRIDAY,
SATURDAY
DEC. 22 - 23 -24

'SPECIAL
OFFER!

GINGERBREAD

DOLL and
HOLIDAY CODKIE
. RECIPES

Get details at
Gladlola Display

L 2
waiy [¢]3
TOPJ()B 49
GIANT

BOLD .. 59

PERSONAL 4-B. \R l)eal

IVORY

IUHIB
M

HAMS
STEAK
BACON
PIGNIC

GOOCH OLD VIRGINIA

SAUSAGE

WISCONSIN

CHEESE

CHOICE BEEF

ROAST

or RUMP

TURKEY

DECKER'S
WHOLE or HALF LB.

ARM - ENGLISH

SUPREME
SALTINES LB.

(Crackers 33c

OCEAN SPRAY 300

CRANBERRY SAUCE 2 - 49c

SPEAS

APPLE JUICE

DEL MONTE CUT 303

GREEN BEANS

DEL MONTE 303

2 for 4 3¢
GARDEN PEAS - 2 for 39c

“ l\ CORN .............. 7 for 39¢

DEL MONTE

FRU -"‘w' (TAIL

Qt. 25¢

.9 for 39c¢

DFL M( SLICED OR CRUSH1E

PIN ! \Pl‘l..l: 12 can 2 for 49c

DEL MONTE ¢
Ca“25

MANDARIN
|ORANGES --------

RANGER

aJ¢

CHOICE BEEF
T-BONE LB.

DECKERS
POUND

ARMOUR STAR
BONELESS 3-LB. CAN __

2.Lb. Bag $1.19 @ WE G0

. A\ STAMPS

(e
\ e 55,05

Lb. 65¢

...................

DOUBLE
ON
LB. 69 WEDS

JOHNSTON’'S

FRUIT

8 5¢ PIES
STRAWBERRIES 2 for 49¢ rresn

MEAD’S FROZEN

HOT ROLLS .. 24in pkg. y) 5(; WASHINGTON RED

GENESEE 10-OZ.
BROCCOLI SPEARS or

LIMA BEANS

MERKEL,
FRESH VEGETABLES

METZGER’S

WHIPPING
CREAM

METZGER’'S

BIG-M HOMO
MILK

V-Pint 23¢ Ly-Gal. 83¢
O Ctns. ...
. aeveoios | mescsss

FOIL WRAP | EGG NOG  or 39

25-FT.
ROLLS

HERSHEY'S

DAINTIES

6-0Z.
PKGS.

SE.\H-S\\'EFT
OR SWEET

L e
L N
\! -
. " ‘_.
200N
f’. -

A SN
e af
¢ 1 * 5

nI.ITE

7-0z. Jar 49c

. ¥

HOLSUM STUFFED

OLIVES

KNUER'S 14-0Z. O. F.

PICKLES
KLEENEX 60 COUNT

NAPKINS

150 COUNT

KLEENEX

ASSORTED

49¢

—————— ——————————

35¢

Miracle Whm

MEAL
Bot. 75¢ GAKE MIX

Box 1()c
Box 15¢

2 for 35¢ SPUDS

BUTTERMILK 4. 39°

VEG. SALAD or TOMATO

JELL-O

PHILLY CREAM

CHEESE

EACH Sc
e &

49¢
63"
it
3

¢
5-Lb. Bag 35¢

QT.
JAR

YLAND CLUB
(1 Limit)
POUND CAN

MARSHMALLOW

¢

CREAM 2 FOR
GLADIOLA

GLADIOLA

GOLDEN
CHIQUITA

BANANAS

Lb. ... 12¢

FRESH

CELERY

(\llF NAVEL

¢ ORANGES

RUBY RED

GRAPEFRUIT

3 for 25¢
Lb. 19¢

CORN on COB

DELICIOUS APPLES

RUSSET

..................

SUPER MARKET - =

TEXAS

FREE DELIVERY MON - Wi

D - FRI

BEST MEATS IN TOWN

Tk Rl
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Wise Men Found Birth Worth More Than Gold

EDITOR’S NOTE — The fol-
lowing article was prepared by
the Rev. W. D. Tanner, pastor of
Merkel’s First Baptist Church.
We are indeed grateful to him
for his time and effort,

By W. D. TANNER
Pastor, First Baptist Church

“They Presented Unto Him
Gifts.”” — Matthew 2:11.

The sweetest story ever told
is found in John 3:16, 17 “For
God so lived the world that He
gave His only begotten Son. That
whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting
life. For God sent not His son
into the world to condemn the
world: but that the world through
Him might be saved.”

It was on that night, when His
wson was born that the Heavenly
Host sang above the Judean hills,
“Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men.”” Thus the Christmas story
became alive in the hearts of
men. However, the true meaning
of this story can only be brought
to life in the hearts of men as
they accept God's gift to them
by receiving His son as their per-
sonal Savior. There can be no
joy nor peace unless Christ lives
in us.

God in giving to us His son to
be our Savior gave us the spirit
of Christmas. His giving planted
in our hearts the desire to give
Without giving there could be no
Christmas.

As soon as the Wise Men from
the east saw His Star over Beth-
lehem, they began their journey
to bring unto Him gifts and to
worship Him.

Go! in expression of His love
for man, gave His most precious
gift. His Son, to redeem man
from his sins, and give to man
eternal life. The Wise Man in
order to express their love and
appreciation presented unto His
Son their gifts.

The gifts they brought were rep-
resentative of the most precious
and desired gifts of God. He had
giver them His best and they
brecught unts Him their best.

The gold they brought represent-
ed whatever was most costly and
precious in their lives. It repre-
cepted their mental facilities to
be dedicated and given unto Him.
It representec their physical fa-
cilities to be given and dedicated
urto Him. It represented the best
of all they had. They adored Him.
Their every thought was concern
fer Him. Their attitude was chang-
ed. They no longer looked for the
Messiah. They had found Him.
When they found Him, they went
out and told the world that they
had found the Savior of the worlc.
The one who would set the cap-
tive free and establish His king-
dom in the hearts of men every-
where. They had found the gold
of God for their lives. They
brought their gold unto Him. They
laid it at His feet. They had seen

Jesus. He had changed the

Best Wishes for a Bright and Wonder-
ful Christmas. .. from Reddy and all
of us atWest Texas Utilities Company.
Have Better Living throughout the

New Year... Electrically!

course of their lives. They did
not return unto Herod the King of
the then known world. They sought
another direction as they returned
home they spread the news, the
gift of God now lived among men
and would forever do so.

The gift of frankencense repre-
sented their gift unto God of what-
ever is most fragrant and beauti-

P

ful in worship. The Law of God consecretation and rest. Today wur devoted

said, "“Thou shalt have no other
Gods before me.” This gift meant
that they would never worship
any other God but Jehovah. Noth-
ing should ever be allowed to take
ms away from the worship of God.

The Sabbath was a Holy Day.
Holy unto God. A day set aside
by God as a day of meditation,

Message of God through His mes-
senger. Our fellowship should be
with God and among His people
spreading the Joy and Peace
wrought to us through His Son.

Then today we can give unto God

worship. We should annointing of Christ, B
our worship should include me- ®ever rob Him nor ourselves of

ditation upon the word of God. Qur this gift.
consecretation should be upon the ~ The gift of myrrh was for the

d&.md“
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Sleigh bells jingle, voices ring out,
hearts are filled with Yuletide cheer-

We hope your Christmas will be as merry
as all the Yules of yesteryear!

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP. .

THE OLD RELIABLE

MERKEL, TEXAS

FARMERS AND MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK
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(Continued from Page 1-B)

service. The Anostle Paul has giv-
‘l en unto us the secret of this gift
| to be presented to God, note Ro-

mans 12, verse one and two: "I
| beseech you therefore bretheren,
l by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a iving sac-

rifice holy acceptable unto God,

And be not conformed to this
world; but be ve transformecd by
the renewing of vour mind, that

1 which is your reasonable service
|
|
|

ve may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will

of God.”" Paul's ideal of annoint-
ing Christ with the most precious

annointment of all was giving our-
selves in service unto God. To
find His will for our lives and
dedicating ourselves to His king-
dom. The wise men brought unto
Jesus this gift which symbolized
unto God that from hence forth
their entire lives would be spent
in His service

May the peace of Christmas
abide in your heart.

CYRUS PEE INSURANCE

Let me encourage you at this
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%% MERRY
;3/ CHRISTMAS
3p, 10 ALL!

/

May your holiday

season be filled

with every happiness.

HOME STATE BANK

OF TRENT
MEMBER F.D.I.C.

May the blessings of this
Christmas abound for you
and yours! The sincere wish
\ from all your friends at

TAYLOR TELEPHONE

——
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WISE MEN FOUND

Christmas season to give the gold,
the best of your life unto God.
Use your influence for His cause.
Bring vour attitude into the realm
of the soiritual things of life
Place your entire life into the right
relationship with God. Bring un-
to Him the fragramt aroma of
unselfish motives in your worship.
Lift your voices into singing His
Join with fellowmen in
God's House in love and fellow-
ship, prayer and dedication, hu-
mility and contrition. Forsake
not this assemblying together in
worship on the Sabbath Day. Give
unte Him the myrrh of life in sac-
rificial service and render unto
Him due devotion. Your gifts in
this manner will be the most
pleasing gifts you can present
unto Him. All other gifts are
mere dividends of His abundant
grace He has showered us with,
What we have, we should give to
#im who gave His all to us.

May you know the real joy of
Christmas this year. May His
peace reign in vour heart. 1If you
should have life for a season next
year, may prosperity come your
way in the spiritual things of
life

praises

MERRY XMAS
The use of Xmas for Christmas
originated in the early Christian
World Book En-
cyclopedia. In Greek, X is the
t letter of Christ’'s name. It

ften was used

Church, reports

as a holy siymbeol

NC PIE
The Blue Laws of Massachusetts
Bay Colony and New H.l‘ en Col-
ony once forbade the baking of
s World Book En-

~ LET OUR
MESSAGE RING OUT
' BRIGHT AND CLEAR

FOX
REPAIR SHOP

INSURANCE

BONEY

INS. AGENCY

Phone $3151,

a'sia'a/nln/alaraly

il lii
Wi

Wik
Uy

%Ittfmllo

hearty good wishes!
FISHER FINA STATION

AND

MERKEL AUTO PARTS

OLD-FASHIONED GREETINGS TO OUR
MANY FRIENDS FROM THE STAFF AT

THE MERKEL MAIL

CHICK, CARL, BOB, D. A, PEGGY, TOM, MARY (Russom)
FRITZ HALE, SIMMONS CALLAWAY
DAVE, ELAINE & JAN -

T

5 Y
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to all of you from all of us at

WHITE AUTO STORE

EVERY GOOD WISH FOR
YOU AND YOURS

ADCOCK CLEANERS

A
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE

HOW DID IT BEGIN?
MANY STORIES TOLD

The lights of the Christmess
tree, most beautiful when reflect-
ed in the eyes of a child, will
brong peace and joy to millions of
homes again this season, as they
have for centuries.

But how did it begin? Why do
we connect trees and lights with
the birth of the Babe whom
Christians consider the Messiah”

There are several stories about
the origin of the Christmas tree.
People in Scandinavia once wor-
shipped trees, and, explains World
Book Encyclopedia, they made ev-
ergreen trees nart of Christian
festivals when they became Chris-
tians.

One legend tells how the first
Christmas tree was shown in a
miracle to the English missionany
Winfrid (later called Boniface).
More than 1,200 years ago, while
traveling in what is now northern
Germany, Winfrid found a group
of heathens at an oak tree, about
to sacrifice a child to the god
Thor.

Winfrid stopped the sacrifice
and cut down the “‘blood oak.” As
the oak fell, according to the leg-
end, a young fir tree appeared.
Winfrid said the fir was the tree
of life, representing Christ

The Germans probably were the
first to decorate Christmas trees
They used stars, angels, toys,
gilded nuts, and candies wrappec
in bright paper, and later added
tinsel and lighter candles. Scan-
dinavians at one time trimmed
their trees with little flags. Now
they alsc use cookies, apples and
gilded nuts

In the United States and Can-

ada, homemade paper ornaments,
candy canes, and strings of cran-
berries and popcorn were popular
before the advent of shiny col-
ored balls and strings of colored
electric lights

Lights at Christmas represent
Christ as the Light of the world
According to one story, Martin
Luther put lights on his trees to

People

represent the glory and beauty
of the stars above Bethlehem on
the night of Christ's birth.

In the United States and Can-
ada, many churches hold candle-
light services on Christmas Eve.
in Ireland, World Book
says, leave a candle burning in
the window. In the Netherlancs,
on the eve of Epiphary, young
men carry the Christmas star —
actually a lantern containing light-
ed candles — as they stroll
through the streets singing hymns
and carols

No matters what the origin, the
tree ablaze with lights is some-
thing we remember from our
earliest childhood . . . and some-
thing the very youngest children
will begin to learn this Christmas.

It's time to wish our
many friends the best!

MERKEL FARM MACHINERY

L oo~y
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CHRISTMAS TOO MERRY

Christmas celebrations once
were so rowdy that the Puritans
in England in the early 1640's le-
gally forbade the observance of
Christmas, reports World Book
Encyclopedia.

AN

TO OUR

from all your friends at ~

BRAGG'S DEPARTMENT STORE

Our Best Wishes -
for Awl-lappy ljl_oliday!

- - 2 o
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MRS. NUGENT NAMED
SEAL CHAIRMAN

AUSTIN—
a hospital, as

not be shockingly
much work there

in many he:
l0S1S IS cera

Luci Johns«

trick Nugent

today, as she

Christmas S«

You can't be around
I was for a year, and of

aware of how i f
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is left to be done s president
ith fields Tubercu

nly one of those
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1 accel

n Nugent, Mrs. Pat M Nugent said |

Youth by Dr

Houston's

Daniel E. Jenkins
Baylor University
Medicine. Dr
of the Texas Tubercu-

Jenkins

Association

: the appointment,
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We hope Santa is generous to everyone!

LOIS DAIRYLAND

your holidays are the merriest!

OAK STREET SERVICE STATION

LON McDONALD

good times!
good cheer-

at Chrigtmas!

; .
~7,

WISHING FOR ALL OUR FRIENDS

| THE VERY BEST OF

MELLINGER’S

HOLIDAYS.

tuberculosis. But in accepting this

chairmanship, 1 do so because it
seems to me that tuberculosis con-

Happineés At o
Christmas

The following is an
from a speech preparec and give-
en by Mrs. Dee Grimes for the
Merkel Garden Club program. The
definition of happiness and Christ
mas seemed most appropriate for

excerpt

this time of year
It is an easv thing to do when
we talk about ‘Happiness at Christ-

mas,” for we can see this thing

called happiness wherever we may

OOK at a tinselled star SNOW -
ad hills, or Santa himsel at a
stuffed turkey, a sleepy chilc, or
a warm ACKlin
We el ! t}
le of an we can
closer walk with
ot l'f‘:vhl'. where 4,..:2!\"‘\ are
tten, wrongs righted, and a
smile has lighted every face

We can !
exchanged

ear happiness in the
greetings along the
streets in the the chatter of
school children making their ‘big
plans,’ preparation
for Christmas dinner. Best of all,
is the happiness shared

in the noisy

we feel
through a beautiful program.”
Thank you

happy”

Mrs. Grimes, for a
‘efinition of Happiness

at Christmas

GREEN CHRISTMAS

Canada depend on Christmas

opper for a fifth of the sales

make auring the entire vear

rts World Book Encyclopedia

time 1 am becoming of age.
“About one - sixth of the peo-
ple in Texas are carrying the TB
germs in their bodies — one -
sixth of the men, women and chil-
dren. From that group will come
the TB patients of tomorrow. I'd
sure like to see Texas have a

-

LET THE GLAD

generation of children who are
free of TB infection.

“For the first time in history we
have the tools necessary to rid
ourselves of tuberculosis. We have-
n't completely used those tools.
1 hope young people of today pick
up where the older ones have left

TIDINGS RING OUT!
HARDY GROCERY

off and really work at this busi-
ness of TB control and eradica-
tion."

Mrs. Nugent is a student at

The University of Texas. She pre-
viously studied for a year at the
Georgetown School of Nursing in
Washington, D.C.

JOHNNY COX

Bookkeeping
Income Tax Service

Notary
114 Edwards 928-6943

We hope that the Christmas
Season will vring blessings
to pou and pour lobed ones,
and peace to men everptwhere!

BULLOCK HARDWARE

" From all the folks at
TAYLOR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

1.
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