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i
CAVALCADE TO CPEN SUNDAY
OLDEST MERCANTILE FIRM LN 
MERKEL IS THE WEST COMPANY

The oldest mercantile es»ib- 
lishment in Merkel, and probably 
in Taylor County, is West Com
pany Hardware Store.

It had its beginning in Nov. 
3, 1889 when its founder, G. F. 
West came to Merkel from Dal
las County and purchased a busi

ness from Mr. Kennan.
The first location of the busi

ness was on North First Street 
about where Ed’s Cafe is now lo
cated.

After a few years the wooden 
building in w'hich the business 

> was housed was moved to the

I

r

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING
o m

GOLDEN JUBILEE
There are those of us who were bom 
here . . . and still live here . . . who 
take pride in this . . . out town . . . 
and devote every day in service one 
to another . . .  in a never ending 
prayer that this will be a better 
because we have lived here as part 
o f the passing: scene.

BILL’S GARDEN SHOP
* ' FLORIST AND NURSERY

present location of the company. 
In 1901 the wooden building was 
replaced with the brick building 

I now occupied by the firm.
E. C. West joined the firm with 

\ his father in 1901. In 1912 James 
I H. West and John R. West be
came members and in 1924 Paul 
W. West also came into the busi-

f' ness.
After the death of G. F. West 

in 1935. the four sons carried on 
the business. F. C. West had 

; charge of the Hardware Depart- 
. ment. James H. West the Auto 
I Supply Department, John R. West 
the Implement Department and 
Paul W. West the Grocery De- 

; partment.
James H. West died in 1948 

' and his interest was purchased 
by the other brothers in 1950.

H. C. West retired Jan. 2, 1953, 
selling his interest to John R. 
West.

Paul W. West, on account of ill 
health, was forced to retire Jan. 
1. 1955 and his interest was also 
purchased by John R. West, who 
now became sole owner of the 
business.

i The firm started out selling 
hardware. Groceries and farm im- 

i plements. Later Auto Supplies 
, and feed and seed were add^.

One of the first Farmall Trac- 
I tors to be sold in Texas was sold 
I by them in 1924. They were in
fluential and active in changing 
farm power from mules to gaso
line engines.

With the death and retirement 
of members of the firm the lines 
handled were reduced until now 
operations are confined to the 
sale of hardware and affiliated 
lines, but you still hear their cus
tomers say, i f  you can’t find it 
anywhere else you will find it 
at West Company’s.

CHURCHES SEEK AN 
ATTENDANCE OF 2,000

Merkel observes her 50th an
niversary as an incorporated town 
the week of June 3 to 9, and no
thing has been left undone.

Business men. professional peo
ple and others have contributed 
to staii this Golden Cavalcade 
o ff with a Golden spoon.

The first activity of the week, 
scheduled at individual church
es, will be an all-out attempt to 
get 2.000 people in Sunday school 
Sunday, June 3.

This is the first such attempt 
on a city-wide basis, and with the 
cooperation of everyone, it is en
tirely possible that the goal will 
be reached.

Special days are set for Mon
day, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
with various observances, and ev
eryone in Merkel will be wearing 
costumes depicting the olden 
days.

This edition of the Merkel 
Mail has been dedicated to the 
old-timers who have made this 
the best country in West Texas to 
live in.

The fh*st show of the Cavalcade 
pageant is set for Thursday night 
at the football stadiunv Bill 
Woods and his workers have 
spen many hours writing and di
recting the pageant, and those 
who have seen a preview say it 
will be well worth anyone's time 
to go and see it.

Another feature of the Caval
cade will be the shaving contest, 
and the day that most men have 
long awaited — the one when 
they can shave off their beards.

It pays to raise a beard . . 
Like the ones seen around Me.’- 
kel. It is all for fun and in the 
spirit of celebrating the 50th year

of Merkel's Incorporation, but it 
will also pay o ff for some of 
the sharecropping-beardcroppers.

A  number of electric shavers 
will be awarded as prizes in the 
various contests. Earle Watts, 
Chairman of Brothers of the 
Brush Day on Thursday, June 7th 
announces that the "Brother” 
who sells the most memberships 
in that august g.oup will be pre
sented with one of the razors at 
a pre-pageant show- at the Mer
kel Football Field that night at 
7;30 p.m. Shavers will also be 
given at that time for the “ Best-” 
beard and the most unusual or 
com.ical one.

Bobby Tom Hodge, the chair- 
m.an of Merchant's Day. Friday, 
June 8th also announces a "Shav
ing Contest” at 7:30 on his day 
—also at the Football Field. Rep
resentatives of the shaver firm 
will come on from Dallas to put 
on this show and there will b e ' 
two shavers given for the two 
fastest contestants to get rid of 
heir beards.

The lovely young ladies who 
are the (jueen's attendants will 
help them and add glamour to 
the contest.

Of course, there is a chance 
that that will be a distracting 
note to the gentlemen, but is one 
of the obstacles that they will 
have to overcome.

on display and coffee served. 
Come in and b.ing your friends.

In the afternoon a Style Show 
of authentic dresses of early days 
will be held at 3;U0 p.m. by "Sis
ters of the Swish."

Come help celebrate Merkel’s 
Golden Anniversary.

First, second and third prizes 
will be given for the most authen
tic costume, and refreshments 
will be served following the style 
show. No admission charge.

CARD OF THANKS

We srish to thank our 
friends for the acts of 
shown during the illneM i 
death of our dear one, Mrs. 

! H. Horton. We especially w 
j to express our g.'stiUide to 
I who brought in food, to 
I who sent floral offerings 
those whose kind words 
aided us during our berea

The Children of 
S. H. HORTON.

LADIE.S DAY AT THE 

(O .M .M IM TY CENTER

Open house will be held for the 
Ladies of Merkel and surround
ing communities and all guests 
on Wednesday, June 5 from 9:00 
to 12:00 o'clock. Antiques will be

WE’RE NOT 50 \TARS O LD ...

but our experience in the drug businetw 

makes old-timers have confidence in us. 

That’s why we .salute the pioneers of 

Merkel, and extend them a cordial 

welcome to

MAC^ CITY DRUG
FRED C. McCUE

■ f i
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FOR MORE THAN

67 YEARS
the most reliable hardware name in this 
area as been

WES T  C O M P A N Y JOHN R. WEST 
Present Owner

G. F. WEST 
Founder In 1H89

From the days of the early Pioneer when the old-timers 
used to crowd around the pot bellied stove and cracker 
barrel, the West Company has been a faithful servant to 
the people of Merkel and vicinity. From a meager begin
ning back in J889, the West Company has kept abreast of 
the times until it is now one of the largest and best 
stocked hardware stores in this area. W'e salute the 
old timers. . .  they had faith in us . . .  and our faith in 
the future will not be broken.
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iteb rioneerpays

1906 -1956
50 Y E A R S

OF

P R O G R E S S

THE PAST 50 YEARS 

HAS BEEN A STORY OF 

PRO(,RESS AND DEVELOPMENT 

FOR MERKEL AND TAYLOR COUNTY, 

THE FI T I  RE W ILL MOST 

CERTAINLY BRIN(; CONTINI IN (i 

PRO<,RESS AND EiONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT.

BULLOCK HARDWARE

TO OLR
P I O N E E R S  . . .

Those
Who
Settled
B is
Country

Back in the IHOOh, the Pioneer-» 

were flocking to a railroad station 

called Merkel. It wa.s this courage 

from the covered wasron day.s that 

made Merkel the town it in today. 

We aalute all old-timerH on Merkel’a

GOLDEN JUBILEE

L E M E N S
BUTANE AND A^fUANCE

Early Day Will Printed In Merkel Mail
Owned By Former Merkel Resident

The following early-day will, 
n>ort* than 100 years old is the 
property of J. A Bell, formerly 
of Merkel, now of Hallas.

The will was wvitteu by a rela- 
tue of the Bells, Mrs. M B. Bell, 
his mother, and Bernie Bell, live 
in .Merkel now.

dien, should your mother outlive 
me, is to love, honor and obey 
her 111 all things. This flod hath 
commanded you, and therefore

W KITTKV BV IMUM.IP W. 
T.\M.()K OK SIIKl.BV tO l  NTY, 
K K N T ft 'K Y , A.S A PART OK 
lll>  U lt i . .  JAN. 29, 1S12

1 have the liest authority to en
force this duty upon you. Strive 
to make her happv in old age, 
that she may have cause to bless 
God for having her children.

Should you feel desposed to 
marry as most young people do, 
remember, this is a business not

The following reproduction is 
a part of the will of Phillip W. 
Taylor of Shelby County, which 
was written by Mr. Taylor and 
a part of his will on January 29, 
1812. and which was printed a 
shoii time afterward. The copy 
was made from the original 
printed just as it appears now 
after having been preserved m 
the family for practically one 
hundred years.

Mrs. J. E. Taylor and Mrs. M. 
E Watson of .Abilene are great- 
grand children of the writer of 
this "advice to my children" as 
are also Mr Smith of Ovalo and 
John Bell o f Merkel Kress Wat
son here is a great-great-grand 
son of Phillip W. Taylor and 
Zachary Taylor, famed in his
tory. was a nephew of the writer. 
My Dear Children;

1 feel it a duty I owe to God 
and to you. after all my instruc
tions in life to leave you some 
written instructions, that you can 
look upon when you can see my 
face no more. Hoping these lines 
may more feelingly affect your 
hearts, than my personal instruc
tions in life. .And first of all. my 
children. I council you to seek 
after, and never rest until you 
have obtained an interest in the 
Redeemer. Do not put off re
ligion for old age — look around 
and see how very few instances 
you know of, have ever heard of 
an old man or woman getting re
ligion. There are some instances 
it is true, but I have known very 
few. Remember that God promis
es to be fond o f them who seek 
Him in their youth, Religion 
qualifies the man or woman for 
great enjoyment here, and eter
nally hereafter. Remember it is 
religion that must give sweetest 
pleasures while we live — it is re
ligion that must supply solid 
comfort when we die. and after 
death its joys shall be lasting as 
'‘fernity. My advice to you chil-

to be done today and undone to 
morrow it is a business of life, 
and thcrefoi-e requires serious 
reflection. Let me beseech you
my childrn, never disgrace your
self by mairying one of a bad 
family or fame. In getting a 
wife or husband do the best that 
you can, as you are the person 
to reap the advantages arising 
therefrom. Let the person of your 
choice be of good honest, parent
age; industrious and naturally of 
a good temper. Never marry for 
beauty. Remember that beauty- 
will very soon fade away Nev
er join yourself to one that 
scoffs at religion; you may be 
certain that such a one will 
make your miserable; or those 
who will not honor the Creator 
will hardly comply with their 
duty to the Creator. I need hard
ly warn you against marrying 
for money, as you are poor your- j 
selves; I feel no great fear of 
any of you being engaged in this 
evil ( I say ev il) because it often 
proves to be so. F'dIIow the ex -! 
ample of those of your neigh
bors that are most in repute as | 
honest, civil citizens. Be sirre t o , 
conduct yourselves in all you r; 
deportment so as to be respected, i 
Remember it is the honest, up-1 
right character that is most re- j 
spected in the world. Be v e ry , 
punctual in paying all of you r ' 
just debts. Should it be your mis- i 
fortunt to settle in a poor neigh-1 
borhood of lazy people, never 
content yourself with living only 
as well as your neighbors, but i 
strive to excel them, and live as , 
well as your circumstances w i l l ! 
admit. Never visit much, but 
when you do visit, let it be such ! 
families as are respected. Take 
the caution of a parent that lov
es you. my children — never 
speak evil of your neighbor t o ! 
any one. Talking evil one of an
other. seldom fails to do much 
harm. Remember that old saying, 
tale-bearing, is being a pack-

“ s»*' A J** *
- r i ;  V I,

B.ACK IN 190.5 —  The J. D. Boring nursery and orch
ard was a show place of Merkel, and here is Will Boring 
standing in the plum trees.

harse for the devil. It often prov
es that a little matter kindles a 
great fire. Never suffer yourself 
to be led about by giving way to 
a roving mind. Be steady and in
dustrious. ond no doubt you will 
do well. But above all the evils 
in life, shun spiritual liquors. 
When once a man gives himself 
up to this evil, he is as good as 
one — there is but little hope 
for his recovery. A man may be 
honest and industrious, but all 
will not do if he is a dnmkard. 
This will, in the end. prove his 
ruin to both soul and body. Nev
er be guilty of protaining the 
name of the Lord. Rememlier that 
God will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh His name in vain. It 
is a common old saying, them 
that will swear will lie and in 
deed there is much truth in this , 
saying. Let me advise you to be

. I

loving and affectionate one to 
another, and as much as you can i 
to help each other in your tem
poral business; the want o f this 
always appeared a great evil in 
my eyes. I could say much more 
by way of advice, but knowing 
that you have not been brought 
up in ignorance in respect to 
your duty both to God and man.
I shall conclude by adding my 
blessings on you, and by praying 
•Almighty God to bless you and 
give you grace to do as well 
as you have been instructed to 
do. and know how to do. God 
in his word, tells us that he that 
knows to do good, and doeth it 
not. shall be beaten with many 
stripes

I advise you my children, to 
know something as soon as you 
have it in your power, of men 
and things in the world. And

first, I warn you to beware of 
two sorts of men in the world. 
The first of these is the affect
ing, mild, soft spoken flatterer; 
the later the vulgar, the profane 
swearer and liar. Both of these 
characters, no matter how rich 
they may be, will become danger
ous tor you to make your associ
ates. or to become very familiar 
with. And in order to guard you, 
my children, against the evils you 
may incur by accompanying with 
such characters, let me advise 
you to be intimate with none un
til you become very well ac
quainted whth them. Be assured 
of this that it will seldom fail 
to injure you, by becoming too 
familiar with a stranger. Give 
yourselves time, by considering 
and understanding the advice 
given you in these lines by one 
who cares feelingly for you. The 
base liar and profane swearer, 
openly shows himself who he is 
—  you know him at once to be no 
gentleman. As a liar you cannot 
trust him. and as a swearer, you 
dare not associate with him. The 
soft spoken flatterer will deceive 
you, and will draw you into dif
ficulties that 'may prove very 
hurtful both to your character 
and property, therefore my ad
vice to you is to let your par
ticular associates be such per
sons as you well know and are 
of good moral characters. But 
here you must remember that 
you must remember that you 
must be of a good character 
yourself, or such persons as I 
have recommended for your as
sociates will not keep your com
pany.

But after all in my instructions 
if you slight or disrespect the 
Scriptures I have little hope you 
will pay attention to me; but 
bless the Lord I hope better 
better things, my children. There
fore. I am encouraged once 
more to advise you to frequently 
look into and follow the instruc
tions given you in ft\e great 
Book of God. For twenty three 
years last part of my life, I have 
strove to adhere to the advice 
given in that book, and I have al
ways found that there was no 
circumstance, however difficult 
it might be. if I looked to God 
and followed the directions of 
his word. 1 was always delivefed: 
and by your so doing you will 
live comfortable in life, die a 
happy death., and be eternally 
happy he.-eafter. But should you 
be unfortunate as to turn a deaf 
ear to the instructions given and 
live according to the common 
practices of men of the world. ( I  
mean that are worldly minded), 
you w ill live without peace, dlo

See EAR LY Page 7

THERE WAS NO PHONE 
LIKE THIS 50 YEARS AGO

The “ new fanj^led telephone”  . . . the instrument 

that talked . . . created quite a bit of talk in Merkel 

when the wires were strung to only a' few dozen
I \

customers. They had to .shout into the mouthpiece to 

be heard. There was no “ instant”  talking into the phone, 

like the one above, for there were none except the 

“ crank”  type.

Keeping pace with each others growth, we have 

been constantly on the job and have spared no expense 

during recent years in order to continually improve and 

expand our service to Merkd residents.

Never satisfied, Merkel Telepjione is always planning 

ahead to improve the service to the people of this area.

The automobile was only a dream in early days 

when the telephone was started . . . skeptics proclaimed 

that man would never fly. There were no radios, tele

vision sets or nvion clothes.

The local system has more than doubled in the past 

decade and is growing every day.sEvery phone added 

and every improvement make your service more valu

able . . . for you can talk with more people and the 

telephone can run more errands for you.

Merkel Telephone will keep growing and keep 

pace with .Merkel in years ahead.

Down through the years the telephone and Merkel 

have been partners in progress.

\

MERKEL TELEPHONE CO.. INC
TOMMY ODU M. Manager

“THE  ̂ ÌH E  TELEPHONE IS GREATER THAN IT S  COST’

^  < 1
/

\

I

\
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FIRST TRANSMISSION 
LINES BUILT IN 1915

LET’S SMOKE A 
PEACE PIPE . . .

Shortly after the turn of the 
century, when Merkel's first light 
plant was built and placed in op
eration, electric lights were new 
and looked upon as a luxury by 
most people. Few went to the 
expense to have their homes wir
ed for electric lights, but con
tinued to use the old kerosene 
lamps.

Those “ new fangled electric 
lamps ’ were not dependable and 
were too expensive. The elec
tric iron was nice, but most 
women used the old flat iron, 
heated o(t a wood-burning stove. 
During those early days the ma
jority of the people thought the 
electric light was just a fad, and 
would not last, just as they did

the new horseless carriage that 
always scared the day-lights out 
of the best buggy horse in Tay
lor County.
According to old-timers in Mer

kel. the first light plant was 
built by Hoff L  Harris of Co
manche. It was quite a venture, 
but was very modern for that 
day with its steam boiler, little 
steam engine and belt drived 
generator. Merkel citizens did 
not rush to have electric lights 
installed, and the plant had very 
little load on its distribution 
lines.

The first plant was built on 
North First Street near the pres
ent location of Nolan Palmer's 
Service Station, and was operat-

ed by Hoff & Harris for a short 
time. The real pioneers in the 
light plant business in Merkel 
were John and Frank Hamm who 
purchased the plant from the 
original owners. Frank Hamm 
still resides in Merkel and his 
brother, John, lives in Abilene.

Frank Hamm, now retired and 
still enjoying life at the age of 
83. recalls some of the early day 
problems of operating a light 
plant in West Texas. Those prob
lems were not solved until West 
Texas Utilities Predecessor Com
pany built a transmis.sion line 
from Abilene to Provide Meikel 
to 24-hour service.

According to Hamm, the first 
plant was a losing venture from 
the day it started because the 
company had few customers and 
no power load. The Hamm bro
thers became interested in the 
light plant because of an electric 
automobile. John had acquired an

electric automobile powered with 
storage batteries which had to be 
recharged at frequent intervals. 
He decided that if he owned the 
light plant he |[ould charge his 
own batteries by using a small 
transformer to convert the alter
nating current to direct current.

They purchased the plant from 
Hoff & Harris and the Hamm 
brothers were in the electric busi
ness.

At that time, according to Mr 
Hamm, the electric company had 
less than 30 customers in Mer
kel. The plant was started short
ly before dusk and operated un
til bed-time. It was started again 
at about 5 00 a m. and operated 
until day-light. Twenty-four hour 
service in those days was un
heard of in a small community.

The small load and short op
erating schedule made the plant 
a losing proposition, and could 
not continue to operate unless

more load coul dbe obtained. T »  
provided more load, the brothnn 
built a gin, and used an electrie 
motor in place of the usual steam 
or oil engine. This provided ad
ditional load, but lasted only 
during the ginning season.

To provide more load, thajr 
built a 40-ton ice plant and mov
ed the light plant to the new lo
cation south o f the T&P Tracks.

Ice was anothar luxury that 
the citizens of Merkel knew noth
ing about. The new ioe plant 
added more load to the plant, 
but there was no market for the 
ice. With only 30 light customen, 
and fewer ice customers, the 

I  plant could not continue to op- 
' machinery firnu, from whom the I equipment had been purchased, 
sold the machinery and moved it 

I out of town. Merkel's modem 
light and ice plant was a thing o t 
the past.

See FIRST Oa Page t

AND C ALL IN  OCR

FRIENDS AND NEIC.HBORS,

AND THE PIONEERS OF

OLD TO TE LL THEM HOW

WE REJOICE IN THE

CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH

ANNIVERSARY OF THE

INCORPORATION OF MERKEL

AS THE TIIRIVINC; CITY IN 

WEST TEXAS.

BURTON ■ LINGO CO.
\

JUNE 7, 8, 9

DURING THE

GOLDEN CAVALCADE

Our congratulations to the

City of Merkel on its 50 years

of proin'*î^ since the

incorporation of the town in

1906. We feel that the

proRreas will continue during

the next half<entury.

MERKEL
FARM MACHINERY

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to

M E R K E L
on F i f t y  Y e a r s  

of  P r o g r e s s  '  ,
The progress of a community, company.' 

or individual |s a i^ylative thing. The 

physical accomplishments in con

struction and growth are one mea

sure. Another is the advance in so

cial and economic life . . . and still 

another is the improvement in the con

veniences and comforts of individual living.

Merkel can be justly proud of its 

“ F ifty Years of Progress." We’re proud of 

our part as your partner in that progress, 

and the part which dependable low-cost 

electric service in unlimited amounts has 

had in making that progress possible.

Taylor County was one of the original 

four counties served by West Texas 

Utilities. Merkel was also one of the f ir s t , 

o f seven towns served. From serving seven 

towns in four counties, the Company has 

grown with Merkel and West Texas until 

today it serves 167 town and communi

ties in forty-nine counties.

ÂK

€)RJC

The electric business is different from most other 

business. Our product —  electric power —  cannot 

me manufactured and stored for future use. We 

must have power plants, transmission and distri

bution systems with power to instantly deliver 

energy’ whenever and wherever you want It.

That’s why we are working now —  planning 

and building ahead —  to provide the electric power 

necessary to spark the continued progress of Mer
kel and the area.

West Texas Utilities
 ̂ A-

A

Company
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P I O N E E R S
OF THE EVRI.Y DAYS

A HAI,F C ENTURY AU.O

RODE HORSEBACK AND

DROVE THEIR CATTLE

TO MARKET. WE ARE

PROUD OF THE PROCiRESS

MADE DUR1N(. THE

PAST 30 YEARS. SO COME

» AND CELEBRATE AT THE

G O L D E N  C A V A L C A D E

B O N E Y
INSURANCE AGENCY

HORACE O. BONEY

MeetinR." They built a 
brush arbor and held services 
under it.

The families came and camp
ed near the church; so as to at-

WHITE CHURCH IN ISSS —  Here’s a view of Ihe conurresration of the White church 
in Mulberry Canvon made in 1S^S. The church was orR;anized in 18S1. Photo court
esy Mrs. M. R. Hail. Rt. 1. Merkel.

WHITE CHURCH ESTABLISHED IN
1879 BY CANYON RESIDENTS

In 187f>. five families came 
from Tarrant and Johnson Coun
ties and settled in what was lat
er called the White Church Com
munity of Mulberry Canyon.

They were three Tucker b.oth- 
ers: John. Jim. and Bruce. Mam
my Brown and her family and 
her married son. Charlie Brown 
and family, whose wife, Nannie, 
was a sister of the Tuckers.

came a little later.

On arrival, they found three 
j families already settled there 
] who had come in 1878, the H 
I r>. Clark family, the H. M Nor
ris family and the Jake Cyphers
family. The Tom Trusdale family

H I). Clark had come in 1876 
and staked a claim. In February. 
1878, he, his wife, the Rev. Nor
ris and family started to the Can
yon from Red River County.

They stopped at Stephenville, 
where the CTark's first child Liz
zie, now Mrs. Brown, was born, 
coming on to the new home as 
soon as possible.

In 1880, Jim Tucker went back
fam-to Johnson County for his 

ily.
Eithei Tucker was night watch

man for the city of Merkel for 
several years before his death in 
.August. 1946.

In 1880. the early settlers met 
in the half dug-out home of Rev. 
H. M. Norris, who was a Metho
dist minister and organized r. 
Sunday School.

The following year they or
ganized a Methodist Church, 
which also met in the home of 
Rev. Norris, until the school 
house was built, about one year 
later.

Then church was held in the 
school house, until the settlers 
were able to build a church build
ing; some time about 1886. It 
was built by the settlers of every 
faith and no faith. They all did 
what they could, both financially 
and with labor.

The building was painted white 
and was called “White Church.”

A ll their religious and social 
life centered around the church.

Each summer they had a

tend all the kervices. On Sundays, 
they all spread dinner together 
and had a day of worship and 
Christian Fellowship.

SEE Next Page WHITE

O*<

PIONEER 
OftVS

THERE WAS NOTHING SAFE. . .

in the PIONIER DAYS

BUT TODAY EVERYTHING IS 

SAFE A SIT CAN BE WITH PROP

ER INSURANCE. WE CALUTE 

THE PIONEERS OF MERKEL.

CYRUS PEE
(ÍENERAL IN S m A N C E

I

We’re
Celebrating Too

/

PIONIER mws

are
celebrating

davs
in

MERKEL

?

V

Wc iiiTit« yeo to joia with the citi

zens of Merkel in celebrating: the 

50th annivenary' of the city. We m- 

late the pioneers who founded thin 

town.

Afain we want to congratnlate the 

pioneen) of this area.

Servinj; the rural residenta of Taylor, 

Jones, Nolan, Shackelford, Callahan, 

Colnaan and Rnnnela coanties.

TAYLOR M EPHONE
COOPERATIVE, Inc.
JOHN H AlcbeSTY, Manairer

This year milHona of farm people acroae the nation 

are cclebratini; a birthday. They are marking the 

anuTcm ry of the coming of the electric age to rural 

America. Twenty years ago. President Roosevelt is

sued an executive order creating the Rural Electri

fication Administration and ^ new era of living and 

working on our farms.

It is hard for many of us to remember what farm 

life was before electricity came. There are millions 

of youngsters on the farms today who have never 

experienced the dark uncomfortable life that would 

have been theirs had it not been for the rural elec

trification program. Electricity has given them a 

more promising future.

The twenty years since the creation of REA have 

been years of remarkable progress o f which this na

tion can be justly proud. But as we eeJehrate we 

must look ahead. The job of rural electrification has 

really just begun. Many farm faiailiea are etlO with

out electricity. New lines must be built and the old 

lines hcavied up. New sources of power must he 

found to meet the expanding rural uses of electrici

ty.

As in the past this locally-owned and operated rnral 

riectric system will meet the challenges of the future 

as they have those of the past twenty years.

And . . .  we offer our congratulations to Merkel upon 

its achievements in the past and extend best wishes 

for all success in the future.

TAYLDR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
INC.

“OWNEJ^BY THOSE WE SERVE”

/
;

i , . 1
> /

» r
¿  ■■
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LETS
ALL GET TOGETHER

, t

and salute the pioneers uf a half« 

century ago with a biff pow-pow in 

Merkel during the (¡olden Cavalcade.

B&DGARAGE

We’re httatinsr the drums for the 

(iolden Jubilee of Merkel. It is an 

honor to be a part of a progressive 

city in its celebration of 50 years of 

Progress.

WILSON JEWELRY

POSTOFFICE IN  MERKEL —  M'hen this picture was taken, it shows the postof
fice employes . . . At left to right are Victor Harris, brother of Mrs. Harry Bulkn-k. 
R. L. Adcock, brother of O. J. Adcock. F. A. .Sanders. Price Bankhead, brother of 
.Mrs. Adcock, and his son. Hoilis, and O. J. Adcock. In the foreground, the voung 
fellow reading the mail is Stanley King, still a mail carrier. H. C. Williams.’ post- 
master, and his daughter, F>lva M illiams. now Mrs. Ellis Warren. Knox City.

WHITE CHURCH
CON'TD From Fajcc 4

Some of the early preachers j 
were. Revs. Norris, Strickland. | 
Eason, Hyser, Elder. Baker, Hy- j 
der and Tom Davis. '

White ChUiTh Cemetery was , 
established and many of the ear-1 
ly settlers and their families are I 
buried there.

The first White Cchurch School | 
wa'’ a one-roo.n building just j 
south of the cemeterv. Some of I 
the early teachers were G. W. j 
Wadford. John Clack. Mr. Lev.»,] 
end Miss Hattie Sirnmers.

Other e i ly '»ftlcrs  who did 
much to build the W.hite Cnurch 
Community wer? the Boyds, 
Stricklands. Elaf'“’». C 'arlie 
Hutchens. G. W. Wilsin. Andy 
Hunter, Joe Watkins. Demere. 
Coats, Clinton. Biggs, Curtis. 
Snow, Wadford. Clack. West, 
Farmer, Costephens. Riggins, 
Pannell Highes and many others; 
all working toget.her and helping 
each other.

The settlers who came in. 1878. 
1879. and 1880 brought their 
cows and chickens with them, 
thus they had meat, milk and 
eggs. They brought their first 
groceries from Ft. Worth. They

were later able to buy at .\bilene 
and Merkel, after the railroad 
came through.

They also brought hogs and 
turned them loose on the moun
tains, where they had springs 
¡or water and acrons for feed. 
The hogs were community prop
erty and everyone killed hogs in 
the winter fer meat and lard. .

Some of the early doctors to 
serxe the White Church Com
munity were Dr. Martin of Nu
bia. Dr. Richardson. Dr. King, 
and Dr. Joe Warrick. Later, Dr. 
Jim Alexander.

The last charter member of 
White Church to die was H. D.| 
Clark of Merkel.

So. to the White Church Com
munity and all of those who liv
ed and served in the White 
Church Community as “ Pilgrims 
here, who were seeking a city; 
whose builder and maker is God.” 
“ Pilgrims" who would, say to 
those who carry on in the words 
of the Master; “ He who would be 
greatest among you, let him be 
servant to all.”

Mrs. Dee Grimes and Mrs. Cy
rus Pee were in Dallas the first 
part of the week attending the 
advance Fall market.

T. G. Bragg Came 
Here 40 Years Ago

T. G. Bragg, early day merch
ant, is the founder of Bragg's Dry 
Goods Store in Merkel.

He came here from Hisslboro. 
Texas, and boukht in with Wood
ruff Brothers. latsr purchased 
that store, and became partner 
with Dee Grimes, who managed 
the store for 34 years.

The store is now 40 vears old 
and is now maneged by Mrs. Dee 
Grimes. Oth«>r employfs are Mrs. 
Cyrus Pee, Mrs. Florence Per.y, 
Dan Ray, Wa.nda Bradley and I 
Er.-ol Rutledge.

Mr. Bragg is retired.
.Mr. and Mrs. Bragg came here 

40 years ago ,':nd have been ac-1 

tive in the mercantile business 
all of their lives, even before 
coming to Merkel.

ATTEND THE 
JUBHiEEJune 7-9

TO THE PIONEERS
. , . of yesterday 

oar conifratulations for 

tbe half-century of^dedication 

you have itiven this area.

BADGER CHEVROLET CO.

f

GOLDEN CAVALCADE
JUNE 3 - 9

WHAT WOULD 
GRANDPA
SAY NOW . . .

PERRY
TNOCO S T A T I O N

PERHAPS YOUR MEMORY OF THE POT-BELLIED STOVE AND 

THE OPEN CRACKER BARREL IN THE SfTORE YOUR DAD USED 

TO TAKE YOU TO W HEN THE 20TH CENTURY WAS YOUNG, IS 

DIM. BUT THE MEMORY OF THE FRIENDLINESS AND COURTESY 

TH AT WAS PART AND PARCEL OF IT  A LL  W ILL  CERTAINLY 

NEVER FADE FROM MIND.

FABULOUS CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED SINCE THEN. THE MIR. 

ACLES OF THE 20TH CENTURY HAVE PILED  (MVB'ON* ANOTHER. 

THE OLD POT-BELLIED STOVE HAS BEEN REPLACED WITH  

m y r ia d s  o f  COMFORTS FOR THE CUSTOMER’S CONVENIENCE. 

FACTORY W RAPPED PACKAGES BRING US CRACKERS TH AT  

ARE VERY FRESH AND CRISP. FROZEN FOODS AND FRESH 

VEGETABLES ARE ALW AYS  ON HAND. BUT ONE THING HAS 

NOT CHANGED. IT  IS THE OLD-FASHIONED FRIENDLINESS AND  

COURTESY YOU W ILL  ALW AYS  H N D  HERE.

Carsoh Grocery
k

ri ' Ì 1
% v
\



t .  •

THE MERKEL M A II. MERKEL. TAYLOR (O I  NTY, TEXAS Friday, June 1, 1966

. A'

When the Indians Stomped. . .
it was bask in the early days a half- 

century aK<) when Merkel was just 

inc<»rporated into a city. The Indians 

miffht have taken y<»ur scalp to a 

cleaning, in m«>dern da>s. \t»u get your 

best cleaning at

MACK’S CLEANERS

the land of the buffalo 

. . . .  has developed into a 

land of ran«Jies and farms 

during the past .>0 years. We 

greet the pioneers of jester year.

WOOZYS CAFE

J. I). HORINt; HOME —  South of the new schcnd in 
Merkel .il vears ago is sh<»wn the J. U. lioring home. 
Will and Vernon Boring are shown in the yard.

FIR.ST From Page 3 j

Once the plant was gone and 
the customers had to resort to I 
their old kerosene lamps, there 
was a demand for another light i 
plant. The Merkel Electric Com
pany was farmed; a new plant 
war built north of the tracks 
near the Planters Gin; with W. 
E. Britain as manager.

More houses were wired; ad- 
litional customers added: and 

there was a more for 24-hour 
service so that street lights would 
burn all night, and merchiuits 
could illuminate their store win
dows.

In 1915 a fire disabled the pow
er plant, and Merkel was again 
without electric lights. It would 
be some time before new equip
ment could be acquired and the 
light plant rebuilt, ar:d Merkel 
citizens were depending on elec
tricity for lights.

The Abilene Electric Company, 
which later was organized into 
the West Texas Utilities Com
pany, came to the rescue. Why 
not build a line from Abilene to 
Merkel and provide electric en
ergy from the .Abilene plant?

Construction crews started 
work immediately, and in a short 
time Merkel had electric lights 
again. This was the first trans
mission line to be built in West 
Texas, and was the start of 
WTU's present network of trans
mission lines 'now serving 167 
cities and towns in 49 West Te,x- 
as counties.

I Following the completion of 
 ̂the line and the restoration of 
I electric service in Merkel, West 
I Texas Utilities Company purch
ased the properties of the Merkel 

j Electric Company, and has been 
j supplying Merkel with low cost, 
dependable electric service for 
more than forty years.

STORM OVER MERKEL —  Here is an early-day 
day scene of Merkel's busines.s district as a storm cJoud 
approached. The photo was brought in by .Mrs. .Mc
Connell,

MEDKTNE CABINET OK.?

When’s the last time you in
spected the family medicine 
chest? If you take a minute to 
take a look, you will p.obably 
find half-empty medicine bottles 
that should have been thrown out 
months ago, rusty razor blades 
and other miscellaneous items 
that have been long forgotten. 
For safety’s sake, clean it out 
and. at the same time, make sure 
you have stocked the basic neces
sities that are needed to protect 
your family — iodine and first 
aid bandages, eye drops, aspirin, 
smelling salts and salve for treat
ing household burns.

Mr. and Mrs. D. B Bowen 
were weekend guests in the home 
of their son. Bill Bowen in Fort 
Worth.

THE COVERED WAGON

DAYS ARE GONE

IT IS TOO BAD 01 R FOREFATHERS 

DIDN’T KNOW OF THE PROGRESS 

THAT WAS TO FOLLOW THE NEXT 

.■iO YEARS AFTER THEY SETTLED 

THIS AREA. COSDEN OIL 

PRODITTS ARE AN  EXAMPLE OF 

THE PROt.RESS MADE D l RING THE 

HALF CENTI RY. O l’R FORE

FATHERS W O rU ) HAVE REJOICED. 

IF THEY COl LD HAVE ENJOYED 

COSDEN.

COSDEN STATION
HIGHWAY NO WEST

J

Attend Merkel’s

GOLDEN

ii
f

J U N E  7- 8-9 1 9 5 6

WE SALUTE THE PIONEERS WHO CAME TO. MERKEL OF 
YEARS AGO TO SETTLE ON THE PRAIRIE -  AND LATER 
DEVELOP A THRIVING CITY. IT WAS THOSE PIONEERS WHO 
GAVE US THE OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME A PART OF 
THIS AREA.

i STARBUCK COMPANY
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m\ TROHTIIR 
‘ DAYS

OUR CONGRATULATIONS
lo the pioneers of Merkel on the 

the celebration of the 50th annivers

ary of the city. We, too, are pioneer 

barbers in this area, and we honor 

those who established this town in 

the beginning.  ̂ i  A..JF

BOB MCDONALD’S BARBER SHOP

We are proud to be a part of the 

growth and development of Merkel 

. . . this year we salute the pioneers 

who were here 50 years ago when 

Merkel was incorporated.

ADCOCK CLEANERS
WAYMOX ADCOCK

EARL HUGHES MANAGER OF WTU*S 
OFFICE IN MERKEL SINCE 1944

WTL' DISTRICT MANAGER 
— Supervising the operation» 
of the W TL » office in Merkel 
is Harold D. Austin of Abi
lene. District Manager. Merkel 
is one of 33 towns and com
munities served by the company 
under his supervision, and are 
operated in a division known 
as District AB. A  veteran of 
of 35 years o f service in the 
electric industry, Mr. Austin 
has served as district manager 
since 1934. From 1942 until 
1943, he was on leave of ab
sence from West Texas Utili
ties Company while serving as 
an officer in the U. S. Army. 
He returned to his position in 
Abilene in 1945 following bis 
release with the rank of Lieu
tenant Colonel Infantry Reserve 
Corps. While Mr. Austin was 
serving with the Armed Forc
es in World War II. T. J. Mc
Carty of Abilene served as 
district manager.

EVERYONE CAN’T BE A CHIEF
that’8 why it takes as many braves to make 

up a tribe. So we are proud to be a “ brave 

in the development of Merkel, and we salute 

the pioneers who “ chlefed” thia area into a 

c ity .’

DELUXE LAUNDRY

Hutson Has
I

Taken Mail 
Since 1st Issue

John S. Hutson, who célébrât 
ed his 100th birthday on April 
1. has been a subscriber to the 
Merkel Mail since it was esta^ 
lished 66 years ago, and he is 
one of the true pioneers of this 
area.

Mr. Hutson was born April 1, 
1856 at Muphesboro. Arkansas, 
the son of Jack and Margaret 
Hutson, fanners. He has one 
child. Mrs. Effie Hutson Moore, 
3812 Travis Ave., Fort Worth.

He married Othelia Caldwell in 
1888 in Lamar county, and mov
ed to Taylor county in 1889, set
tling one and one-half miles 
southeast of Merkel.

Mr. Hutson recalls that in the 
early days, they brought ail of 
their household goods, farm Im
plements, cattle and horses in a 
box car. They built their home 
near Merkel soon after arriving. 
At that time the Texas and Pa
cific Railroad had not yet been 
completed.

Mr. Hutson purchased the first 
surrey from Ed S. Hughes of .Abi
lene for SIOO.

He recalls that the first cotton 
raised on his place sold for 8 
cents a pound.

In 1929 Mr. Hutson moved to 
Merkel and built a house at 606 
Yucca St., where he lived until 
1944 when he moved to Fort 
Worth where he has resWed with 
his daughter and her husband, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. N. Moore.

“ I am in good health and had 
the privilege of celebrating my 
100th birthday April 1,”  Mr, 
Hutson said.

During the four decades that 
West Texas Utilities Company 
has been serving .Merkel, there 
has been a change in the local 
management only nine times. 
Earl Hughes, local manager, as- 
sunved his present duties in 1944, 
and is one of Merkel’s leading 
civic workers.

in 1915, when WTU purchased 
the properties from the Merkel 
Electric Company, W. A. .Mc- 
Spadden was made local manager. 
He was in the employ of the local 
company at the time of the pur
chase, and was retired by WTU. 
Mrs. MeSpadden succeeded him 
as manager.

Julian McDaniel, now- employ
ed by WTU in the Property De
partment in .Abilene, was the 
third local manager, and served 
from 1920 until 1921, when he 
was succeeded by Ira L. Huss. 
Mr. Huss is now employed by the 
Company in .Menard in the Serv
ice Department.

The late Mat Dillingham was 
manager of the Merkel office 
from 1927 until 1932. He was 
serving as a WTU district manag
er in MhCamey at the time of his 
death in 1950. Dillingham was 
succeeded by Olin Lusby who 
was manager in Merkel from 1932 
until 1935. Lusby is now living in 
Big Lake where he operates an 
insurance agency.

The seventh manager in Mer
kel was the late R. T. Gray who 
served as manager from 1935 un
til 1943 when he was transferred 
to Winters as manager. John 
Owen, now employed by WTU in 
Abilene in the Property Depart
ment. served as manager in 1943 
and 1944 and was succeeded by 
Earl Hughes.

The present local manager 
was bom near .Merkel and attend
ed the public schools at Blair. 
He worked in the County Tax 
Collector's Office in Abilene for 
19 years before he joined West 
Texas Utilities Company in 1838 
as an assistant local manager in 
the Stamford District Office, and 
was transferred to Merkel in 
1944.

During the 12 years he has re
sided in Merkel, Mr. Hughes has 
been one of the city’s leading civ
ic workers serving as a member 
of the City Council, a director 
of the Chamber of Commerce, a 
member of the Merkel Lions 
Club, and an active worker in the 
First Methodist Church.

Mrs. Hughes is the former La-

EARL HUGHE.S

moyan Baker and was married to 
Mr. Hughes in 1921. They are 
the parents of a son and two 
daughters.

Earl Hughes. Jr.) is a sales
man for the West Texas Utilities 
Company in Monday. He has two 
children; Jennie is 7; Rickey is 
2.

Joe Hughes, now Mrs. R. T. 
Spo*' lives in Willoughby, Ohio.

and her husband are the par- 
tfiis of three children; Sherry is 
10; Dickie is 8; and David Earl 
U 5.

The other daughter. Jane, is 
now Mrs. Brandion Wade and 
lices in Lindsborg. Kansas. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wade are the parents | 
of one daughter, Cindy, age 2.

Working in the Merkel office, 
under the supervision of Mr. 
Hughes, are Lela Hudson, book
keeper; Ruth Tipton, cashier- 
bookkeeper; and Vernon Mans
field and Glenn Teaff in the 
Service Department. John Mans
field, a veteran of many years of 
service in eMrkel, retired from 
active service several years, due 
to ill health.

THE STAGE

ARRIVES IN MERKEL . . . 

. . .  50 YEARS AGO

UP TO PAR
The young country club set 

seems determined to be relaxed 
and comfortable, even if the girls 
don’t always make the lowest golf 
scores. The latest is to carry sun
tan lotions, eye drops, insect re
pellent and first aid bandages 
in with spare balls and tees to 
make sure that when they hit 
the 19th hole, they will look up 
to par as they were when they ap
proached the first tee.

Scenes of the early days will be re

called during Merkel’s GOLDEN 

CAVALCADE, and many oM tiBiers 

can recall stuRC coach da)^.

We’re not that old. hut we pause 

to salute the early settlers who brme- 

ed the prairies and the Indians to 

build .Merkel into the town it is today.

WHITE AUTO STORE
PAU L WOODS. JR., Owner

KEEP THE HOME FIRES
t

BURNING . . .
Merkel is 50 years old. 

we were proud the kettle has 

been kept boiling during the 

Biany years.

^ t j g O K  C A F E

EARLY F iwds Page X

miserable and be forever lost.
But the best of all is to take 

the advice David gave to his sen 
Solomon, (that if he would serve 
the Lord the Lord would bless 
them, that if he would aeek the 
Lord the Lord would bo fond 
of him), but Tomembor that ho 
also told him that i f  he forsook 
the Lord the Lord would forsake 
him. And great use; That if God 
would forsake us, where should 
we go to find a friend?. There
fore. you would do well to mind 
the old proverb, that when you 
have now a moments reflection 
may be of proven a friend, hold 
him fast, and be you well assured 
God is your best friend, there
fore hold him fast. Never let 
him go, but cleave to him; lean 
upon him and he will support 
you under all your difficulties in 
life. He will bear you up in the 
struggle of death, and receive 
you into the Kingdom of Heaven.

UP TO DATE

The “war paint” arsenal of the 
average white collar girl at date 
time is a pretty awesome thing, 
but all o f the items in it really 
fill a useful purpose and guaran
tee her that always “ freshened- 
up’’ look that’s so important to 
the career girl. Check these: 
Rogue, powder, lipstick, eye 
drops, massera and a good hair 
brush all help to hide the fact 
that she's Just pu t' te seven or 
eight rough hours over a balky 
typewriter.

1 9 0 6

19 5 6

ARE GOLDEN 
C A V A L C A D E  D A Y S  
I N  M E R K E L

WE IN V ITE  YOU TO JOIN WITH US IN 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF MERKEL AS AN INCORPORATED TOW’N.

W’E HAVE BEEN HERE .36 H APPY YEARS AND 

WE CHERISH AMONG OUR FRIENDS THOSE 

OLD-TIMERS WHO ARE STILL  HERE, AND WHO 

HAVE HAD AN IMPORTANT PART IN  THE GROMTH 

AND DEVELOPMENT OF MERKEL.

Come In and Join In the Golden Cavalcade

M E L L I N G E R ’ S

.-M »•

r
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WITH BIG SAVINGS FOR YOU ! ^ t
)s
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Put
(/ouf-hom 

if) the 
Oĉ ntòtt 

2brte/

9 X 12 Congolium
R U G S

$ 4 9 5

M ALL 5 lb. Can' JOHNSON’S —

CANVAS. . . . . . . vd. 1212C TRAFFIC W A X - - - - - - $2.50
L A M P S

pan 
sect 
ed 1 

uiai 
two 
wer 
will

with Economical

ARCTIC  CIRCLE
AIR COOLERS

VctK  Circl« m  esoimf Utps homes cool and comfortably fresh. 
l I  And what s more, Arctic Circle air coolers are easy on the budfet. 

Just a surprismily small investment can provide summer-long 
comfort for you and your fanwty.

--«Rnicciscu

1800 CF .M 
3000 CFM  
4000 CFM  
4500 CFM -

------ S69.95
■ - - S99.95 
- - - SU9.95 

- - S139.95
I) W ITH

\ V .\ T E R  P I M P S
ALL IN IT S  PRICED MITH

C H R O M E
D  I N  N  E  T  T  E  S

.>Piece SWT -  -  -$49.95

W ALLPAPER JOHNSONS —  L lt i l lD

p a s t e --------------------------lb. 25c BEAUTIFLOR >
WAX

2 Gal. $1.79

Wallpaper | 9 5

STEEL

Lawn Chairs J 9 5

STEEL STEEL

FOLDING CHAIRS -  -  -  $4.95 VEN. BLINDS -  - ■ $2.95

Utility Paint '2 l9 5

I )l T ( H BOY

House Paint «ai J 9 5

Pin Ups $995
ot
a
U
bi
ni

LIGHTS \J

Desk
LAMPS

$395

It 
of t 
busi 
sutl 
In f 
hist' 
save 
ture 
us 9

ture
.siae,
did

4

Floor
LAMPS

$99511
le
m
d<
nt.
It!
as
h;

oSAMPaSON

P O V V D E R E N E  -  9 8 t  fOLUlNC TABLES - - $5.95

7-Piece SWT -  -  -  $ 8 7 .5 0  G L A M O R E N E  -  9 8 c
h k ;h  h a c k

TV ROCKERS. . . .  $44.50

Table * 6 “ '
LAMPS

C L O T H E S
H A M P E R S

Oi 
stud 
at 1 
for 
one

-liWwor!

ur
f

tf
ue 
he 
moR
<h h .
p»p< 
for i

51.50 - 52.50 - 53.50
M E S T I N G H 0 L S E

TELEVISION
4-Pc.

21 INCH
TABLE
MODEL

COFFEE

$144.5
Plus Taj

Living Room Suits ̂ 109 Tables
Mahogany Finish 
With Glass

eP
IR O M N ii HOOVER

PAD & COVER--51.95
- 53.95

UNFINISHED

(ir iL T E I )  MATTRESS

PROTECTOR -- Vac Cleaner
DESK $19.9
MHG. FINISH

DESK & CHAIR - $49.5
JAMFS LEE

WOOL CARPET Includes Pad 
and Installation N

) STARBUGK COMPANY
E R K E L i  T E X A V

r .

L
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‘ ‘lis issue oí the Merkel Mail 
'Heated to the pioneers and 
nets of this area. It is not 

in \s much as It is very

THE MERKEL MAIL 25c Copy

VOL. «7, NO. 12

IN THE FRIENDLY TOWN
MERKEL. TEXA.S. FRIDAY. JUNE 1, 1956

«•'.a in
M to gather material for 

a' hig event, and no doubt 
families incidents and stor- 

s that should have been in 
lis piper are missing. Some are 

liissing because they came in too 
l ie  to meet our deadline, as 

Vart of this paper — the tabi'.old 
section—was compiled and print
ed a month ago. Parts of our reg I 
ular sized paper were printed j 
two weeks ago. Any stories that 
were ifift out for lack of space • 
will be printed later.

WELCOME TO MERKEL

U

. ̂  The entire edition refers 
Uâ the old timers, and it is 
•à f hope that they will re
ceive full satisfaction from 
the Golden Cavalcade cele 
bration in Merkel during 
next week.

• • •
It was through the cooperation 

of the progressive merchants and 
business people of Merkel that 
suth an edition is made possible. 
In future years it will serve as a 
historial reference for those who 
save the papers. Many of the pic
tures which were submitted to 
us were not the type that our en
gravers could ge a good repro- 

iction of, so some of thos® pic
tures, for lack of clearness and 
size, had to be left out, but we 
did our best to use all we could.

(gr
’ \ki

The section with the Abi
lene ads in it was developed 
more than a month ago in or
der that Abilene firms could 
shiw their appreciation for 
its closest neighbor, Merkel, 
as Merkel did when .Vbilene 
had its Diamond Jubilee.

• • •
Our boy, Robert, who has been 

studying how to publish a paper 
at the University of Oklahoma 
for the past few years, like ony- 
one in school, arrives after the 
*ork IS done. But the next few 
[isues of the .Mail will be produc- 

and edited by him, while we 
Fy to find something to stop our 
I gs ftwtV W W fln iiry  worse than 

I hey are now when wk have to 
'ear shorts all the time. Of 
urse, Robert should get plenty 
foot-work around here, for in 

e none-to-distant future, he’ll 
be our war correspon6feM as 
he enters the army for a 21- 
month hitch. Watie. naturally, 
«HR. be here to help us with the 
paper, and to do our “ leg" work 
for us.

I went to a meetiiig of Cy- 
rleners. as I often refer to 
then, the other night, and 
heard a Hot of things about 
tornadoes and how to get 

^ l ^ o f  them, or at least dodge 
'  them. I didn’t tell my story 

about using a tornado for 
fishing, f i r  some of the most 
ardent fishermen in these 
parts might have some doabt. 
Rut belieying that someone 
in this are ' might have had 
the same experience. I am 
going to mention the time 1 
was fishing on a tank in East 
Texas, and it was supposed 
to he a good fishing place. 
The skies kept getting cloud
ier, snd everything got right 
sUIL Pretty soon we saw a 
small “ funnel" heading to
ward the tank, and about the 
same time it got in the mid
dle, it was mally wound up, 
and op. and up in the sky the 
wrator went out of the tank. 
Noting that the tank was 

^H ||ly depleted of water, 
a bunch of busk- 

el^oskets from a nearby 
spot, and put them on the 
bank. As Ike tornado dis- 
sipitated, there was a big de
luge of water, soaking me, 
all my fishing tackle, and ev
erything else nearby. Whf<i 
the storm had subsided, we 
linked in the baskets and 
they were full of fish! Buy, 
it look a small truck to haul 

. them away. Rut that's the 
way- things go in Texas.

Watchers Get 
ILowdown On 
I Storm Alerts
I A group of Merkel and vicinity 
I .Severe Weather Watchers got 
the lowdown on last week’s torna
do alerts when 22 separate tor
nadoes were sighted in and a- 
round Abilene.

The meetini- was called by 
Mayor Fred Starbuck. who is 
chiefly responsible for the or
ganization of the Merkel storm 
watchers

This area Is the only one 
in the I ’ . S. where such a 
warning system has been set 
up to work to save lives and 
property frim  tornado dam
age.
Several members of the West 

Texas Weather Warning Service 
from Abilene met at the Taylor 
Kiectric Cooperative. Inc., to dis
cuss their exneriences in follow
ing the tornadoes last Sunday.

Starbuck is Merkels Civil De
fense Di.ector. and Earle Watts, 
Taylor Electric official, is head 
of the filester center which op
erates through the Merkel Tele
phone Co. and short wave radio 
to Starbuck's headquarters, which 
in turn relays the inferiration on 
tornadoes to the Abilene center 
where it is put on radio. TV  and 
other information services.

All nf the weather observ
ers have telephone«, and 
when they note severe wea
ther they phone in to the 

j filler renter. This extends 
from tVhite Flats to Noodle 
to Tye.
Boyce Sims, radio coordinator 

for WTWWS, R. E. Farmer and 
E. L. Dillon, map plotters. High
way Patrol chief dispatcher Maur
ice Cole, Weather Bureau Meteor
ologist C E. Sitchler and Lew 
Holle. weather warning and civil 
defense directo.*, explained how 
the set-up operated during the 
wet run" Sunday night, and how

WHEN TWO CAR.S CRASH —  yere is the result when 
two automobiles crash. The lop car was driven by City 
.Marshal A. D. Fulton whose car collided with one in 
which .Mrs. A. F. Wheeler and her .son, John, 13, were 
driving: westward on U. S. 80 near the Cemetery last 
Wednesday. Fulton is still suffering: from injuries.

Wiley Caffey' IH-P, Bankers 
Seeks Re-Election |Win Openers 
As Dist Atty. ;ln Little Loop

important the reports from obser
vation posts are to the service.

Holle also showed a film on 
.Atomic Survival. The precautions 
shown in that are very similar 
to those needed in a “ take cov
er" tornado alert, he explained.

N
Iry Baptists 

J Begin Revival
f An old-fashioned revival will 
I begin June 10 at the Calvary 
 ̂ Baptist ehurch with the Rev. C. 

I. Rodgers, of Arlington. Texas, 
noted preacher, filling the pul- 
put.
•Service« will begin each night 

, ’ 8 p.m. "There will be gospel 
ing and fellowship.

Teen-Age Loop 
To Open Season 
Friday Night

A teen-age league has been or
ganized with Sweetwater Reds 
and Blues, Albany, Hamlin, Ro- 
tan and Merkel.

'The Merkel opens the season 
Friday night, June 1. playing the 
Sweetwater Reds in Merkel;

Other scheduled games are. 
June S — Merkel at Hamlin 
June 8 — Merkel *at Albany 
June 12 —  Rotan at Merkel 
June 15 — Merkel at Sweet

water Blues.
June 19 —  Merkel at Sweetwa

ter Reds • •
June 22 — Hamlin at Merkel 
June 26 —  Albany at Merkel 
June 29 —  Merkel at Roton 
July 3 — Sweetwater Blues at 

Merkel
July 6 —  Sweetwater Reds at 

Merkel
July 10 —  Merkel at Hamlin 
July 13 —  Merkel at .Albany 
July 17 —  Rotan at Merkel 
July 20 — Merkel at Sweetwa

ter Blues
The league is called the Double 

.Mountain Teen Age League. Don 
Loyd is temporarily in charge of 
the Merkel team. Thursday night 
will be the last tryout night for 
any boys between ages under 18 
befo.e August 1 who want to 
Join the team.

Wiley Caffey. present District 
Attorney, 42nd District Court, has 
authorized the Merkel Mail to an
nounce his candidacy for District 
.Attorney of the 42nd District.

Caffey’s candidacy is subject 
to action of the Democratic pri
mary July 28.

His statement follows:
To the voters of Taylor, Coun

ty:
“ 1 am a candidate for re-elec

tion to the office of District At
torney, 42nd Judicial District, 
composed of Taylor, Callahan and 
Shackelford counties. I base my 
candidacy on the record of pub
lic service which I have made in 
this community, consisting of two 
yeai's as public school principal 
and teacher, seven years private 
practice of law, three years as City 
Attorney of the City of Abilene, 
five years as County Judge of 
Taylor county, and six years as 
District Attorney.

“ I am married and have a 
daughter in high school, a daugh
ter in junior high and a son in 
grade school.

“ With the growth of popula
tion in this District and especial
ly in the City of Abilene, the du
ties of the office of District At
torney have greatly increased; I 
am now vei;̂ - busy with the du
ties of office leaving me little 
time to see the voters personal
ly. I therefore ask my friends 
and supporters to be diligent in 
their efforts on my behalf. Also, 
I take this opportunity to thank 
the people fo'r their support and 
cooperation through the years, 
and F oarnestly solicit the vote 
and influence of every citizen in 
the District."

The Hodga-Palmar defending 
Little League champions won 
their opening game Tuesday 
night with a 9-2 triumph over the 
Starpats on the 2-hit pitching of 
Johnny Swinney.

Swinney sLiick out 12, and 
Danny Doan hit two homeruns to 
pace the winners. David Scott 
collected both hits o ff Swinney 
for the Starpats.

In the other game, the Bankers 
swamped the KUowats, 15-2. in 
a 5-inning game. Heatley collect
ed three hits to pace the Bank
ers in batting, and Larry Lucus 
collected two hits for the Kilo- 
wats.

The line score.
Hodge-Palmer 213 003—9 8 3
Starpats ___  002 000—2 2 2

Swinney and Louis Pack. Hig
gins. W’ ilks and Scott.
Bankers ........... 191 4—15 11 1
Kilowats . 000 2— 2 3 7

Mike Mansfield and Heatley. 
Larry Lucus. W. Hester and Den
ton.

A. D. Fulton Not 
Seriously Hurt

Marshal A. D. Fulton whose 
car was involved in a traffic ac
cident last Wednesday has been 
released from the hmpital and 
is able to be up and around. 

Fulton suffered an injury to hia
Edna Horton visitad her 

»r, Mr. and Mra. BUI Nutt 
l i ly  o f Plainvlew, Texas shoulder and bniises in the acci- 

lk-«od. y W aXY CAFPIT

Bryan Bradbury 
Sundav Speaker

Bryan Bradbury, Abilene law
yer will be the principal speak
er Sunday, June 3, at five o’
clock forr the Merkel Communi
ty service. The churches of the ' 
community are cooperating in a 
joint meeting on the ti-otball 
field, everyone is invited Mr

Bradbury is a Sunday School 
of the Fellowahip Class in the 
South side Baptist Church in Abi-: 
lene. and is a very popular speak
er all over West Texas. His sub-: 
ject for the Merkel service will 
be Christianity Meets the Chal
lenge o f Modern Day Problems "  *

This is the Kick-off of the week 
long festivities in celebration of i 
the granting of the charter in j 
1906 Every day of the week will 
be packed with activity, that will 
be planned to include everyone in 
the community and all those who 
are Interested in the Merkel 
Story.

Politics Will 
Spice Up Day 
For Jubilee

I An old-fashioned celebration.
and a day or two of old-fashion- I ed politics will be mixed togetb- 

I er during the Me. kel Golden Cav
alcade, but none of the oret.’ rs 

i will bother the people who go to 
I the stadium to see the pageant 
I which will depict the history of 

Merkel for the past 30 years.
' .A man who would have had 

to;i billing on the program. 
1— President Eisenhower, only 

last week made a trip to Tex 
as, and he turned dawn an 
invitation from the Jubilee 
to return next week to par 
ticipate in the Golden Caval- 

I cade.
Mr. Eisenhower wired the 

Golden Cavalcade headquarters 
that he would like very much to 
attend, but that pressing busi
ness would make is impossible 
for him to do so. However, the 
president extended congratula
tions to the people of .Merkel and 
vicinity on reaching the 50th an
niversary.

Xhrice-gubematorial can
didate Ralph Yarbrough who 
has carried many votes in 
this area, will again return to 
the Community for a talk, 
and he is slated to arrive 
Saturday afternoon. Y'ar- 
brough is again a candidate 
for governor. He speaks at 
7 p.m.
Ralph Yarborough, candidate 

for governor, confirmed Monday 
that he will visit Merkel Satur
day June 9. .Also included in his 
plans is a visit to five other 
West Texas cities. His one day 
tour o f this will end with a six 
o’clock dinner in Merkel and a 
seven o'clock speaking engage
ment on the football Held.

Earl Lassiter, talked to Yar
borough Tuesday in Midland and 
completed the final arrangements 
for the speaking engagement in 
Merkel. A committee is working 
on details of the dinner that is 
planned to be served in the com
munity center.

Possibility of getting Yarbrough 
and W. Lee “i ’.^pp>”  O’Daniel 
on the same platform for some 
kind of a debate fizzled when 0 ’- 
Daniel’s tour decided they’d 
campaign in this area Friday. .As 
things stand now the O'Daniel 
fire truck and ballyhoo which 
carried the former flour salesman 
into the governorr’s chair and 
then elevated him to U.S. Sena
tor will be in Merkel Friday, en- 
route from Sweetw'ater to Abi
lene.

An invitation was sent Sen
ator Estes Kefauver, of Ten
nessee, whose coon-skin cap 
campaigning for president 
has created plenty of excite
ment over the nation, and he 
tontatively accepted, but that 
was about as far as Jnbilee 
headquarters had heard earl 
ier this week.
Congressman candidate Dan 

Kralis and most of the county of
ficials will be on hand some time 
during the week. Kralis said he 
would come to Merkel, probably 
Friday or Saturday.

Uncle ^nny  
Wheeler Is 90 
Years Old-

Transportation for elderly peo
ple will be furnished I>adies Day. 
Wednesday, and Homecoming 
Day, Saturday, June 9, ia was an
nounced.

Persons duairing transportation 
should call Mrs. Choatar ColUas- 
worth.

June 5 Dedicated 
To Agriculture

Tuc.sday June 5 is .Agriculture 
day in Merkel. The special day* 
committee is planning for the ac
tivities of this day have contact
ed Dr. E. P. Longnecker of the 
Texas Research Foundation tc 
<ome to Merkel and conduct a 
tour of the new research farm on 
the Hollis McCoy farm just south 
of town. Dr. Longnecker will ar
rive in Abilene bv plane and 
spend the entire day in Merkel 
and on the conducted tour plan
ned by the committee. This tour 
wrill include stops at several of 
the soil conservation projects, 
the FFA  and 4-H project* and 
some of the Blue Panic Grass 
fields that are near town.

Dr. Longnecker will speak at 
the Lion’s Club at twelve thirty 
and will explain the work of the 
research farm and of the Foun
dation.

IN 'CLE BEN WHEELER

Wheeler Reunion 
Set This Week

The Wheeler family reunion 
will be held at the Community 
Center Saturday and Sunday, and 
more than 100 Wheeler decend- 
ants are expected to attend, as 
well as friends of the family.

Oldest of the Wheelers is Un
cle Bennie Wheeler, 90. who 
came to this country in 1900 as a 
farmer near Noodle. He is the 
grandfather of Mrs. E. B. Wallace 
of Merkel.

Saturday night there will be 
entertainment, and Sunday noon 
there will be a big basket dinner 
at the Center .All friends of the 
family are welcome to attend.

S. H. Horton, 
Merkel, Died 
Rites Saturday

Funeral for Samuel Harvey 
Horton. 76. retired farmer, who 
died Thursdav night at his resi
dence in Merkel was held at 10 
a m. Saturday at Starbuck Fun
eral Home Chapel.

Officiating was the Rev. B. F. 
Stewart. Baptist m.inister of Mer
kel. and the Rev. W. G. Richard
son of Winters. Burial was in 
Rose Hill Cemetery-

Bom Sept. 26. 1879, in Alaba
ma, Mr Horton moved to Hop
kins County in 1896 where he 
nunied the fonner Elizabeth 
Ann Scruggs on Feb. 5, 1901

They moved to Merkel in 1905, 
returned to Hapkins County in 
1910, then moved back to the 
Merkel area in 1919. Mr. Horton 
farmed until ill health forced his 
retirement about twe years ago«

Mrs. Horton died Marsh 31, 
1956.

Survivors include three sons, 
Morris of Big Spring Fred of 
Trent and Melvin of Merkel; five 
daughters, Mrs. Carl doan of 
Merkel. Mrs. T. M. Corbin of 
Scagoville, Mrs. F M. Cooper of 
Ozona, Mrs. Bill Stutts of Merkel 
and Mr? .M. D. Brewer of Dallas: 
25 grandchildren and 14 great- 
grandchild*-en two brothers. R. 
G. Horten of .Atlanta Tex . and 
F. H Horton of Merkel: and one 
sistei, M"« O. Junell of Ma
bel. Okla.

i Youth Parade 
Set Monday; 
Everyone Set

A gigantic parade will be the 
feature of Youth Day on Momkrt. 
June 4, according to Don Eabeak 
Chairman of the event for lie r- 
kel's Golden Cavalcade.

AH boys and girls who plan 
to participate In the parade 
should go by the Jubilee Head
quarters by noon, June 3, U> se
cure complete info.-mation.

The parade will form in frondr 
of the elementary school at 2:00 
p.m. and will march through the 
business section of town and re
turn to the school.

Ribbons wiil be awarded to 
first and second place winners in 
each of the following divisioes o f 
the parade: Best dressed b o m ; 
biggest dog; smallest dog. most 
Unusual pet. funniest dresseM 
clown best decorated doll bug
gy best d-ressed pioneer boy; beat 
dressed pioneer gird; best decor
ated wagon, best decorated bi
cycler best decorated tricycle; 
best dressed Indian; best appear
ing group or organization.

After the parade has been com
pleted there will be a bicycle raon 
and baton twi.riing contest at the 
football stadium. Age groups in 
he bicycle race for boys will be 
6-8 year olds, 9-11 year olds, and 
12-14 year olds. 'There will be 
three divisions tn the baton twirl
ing contest:, 8-10 year old giria, 
11-13 year olds, and 14-16 year 
olds.

.Application blanks for the ba
ton twirling and bicycle raew 
should be securad at the Jubito» 
Headquarters by Saturday. June 
2nd.

The ribbon awards w ill be p m  
sented Thursday night. June T» 
at 7:30 at the football stadium.

Another parade will be held 
Saturday, June 9, on a much lac:(- 
er scale. Persons desiring to en
ter the parade writh a float, band, 
truck etc should notify JubOan 
headquarters.

The Queens are still running 
strong, and the winners w ill bn 
announced this weekend.

Persons should buy their t it i-  
ets to the Cavalcade, directed bgr 
Bill Woods, local florist, from 
the queen candidate, or call Jubi
lee headquarters.

/

Pony League 
Tryouts This 
Friday, Saturday

Tryout for the Pony Leaw e 
will he held Friday and Satur^y 
afternoon at 5 30 p.m. at the 
high school field, it was an
nounced today.

The league managers are Cow- 
nie Mack Seymore. Finis Bartlett, 
Don Estes and John Hamner. Aa- 
sistanta are Cullen Tittle, T. J. 
Neill, and N. J. Minatra. ’

Auction for the players w ill be 
held, at Boney Inauraaca Agency 
Juqr' 4 at 7:30 p.m.

I\
N

Antiques Wanted 
For Ladies Day

Ladies —  rake in the attic; 
search the cellar, or in your liv
ing room display, and get out 
your antiques and heirlooms. Let 
your friends visit your Coae- 
raunity Center June 6, “ T liie e  
Day" and see the relics o f yee- 
tortUy, brand tbem. label, and 
give history. For Ladies Day and 
Pioneer Day these will make an 
appropriate setting:

Old coffee grinders, teapots, 
old glassware. 50 and 75 yearn 
old. Iron kettles, coverlets, c-iocki; 
watches, knitting, cedar chume, 
butter mold, chairs, rockers, and 
tables.

Old letters, coins, books, pic
tures, high-top shoes, old fashion
ed dresses, quilts, linens, and 
your “beloved doll of 1900.”

Old kerosene lamps, jugs, 
pitchers and bowls, hall racks, 
bread trays, pressing irons, and 
iron;, cedar buckets^ and grand
mother’s spinning wheel.

The committee —  Mrs. John 
Hughes. Mrs. Lice Gamble. Mrs. 
Mossie Hatfield, Miss Christine 
Collins, Mrs. McReynolds will ar
range, keep and guard the dis
plays at the center and for the 
one or two days they w ill be lock
ed and kept safe, then you may 
have each article after the day 
June 6. Bring your articles and 
help the ladies of “ Our Com
munity" put on a display for the 
“ Old-’Time’’ Merkel Cavalcade, 
June 5 to 9

Bring Tueaday or Wednesday, 
June 5 or 6. Display your f i  
ilics heirlooms'

Dale Doan of Washington, D. 
C. and moCher, Mn. Carl D em  
and chUdrea, viMted tba lattnr% 
daughter, Mr. and Mira. H. P. 
Alderman and tunily af 
City.
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F. & M. BANK FOUNDED 
IN 1904 TO SERVE AREA

From a meajjer beginning in 
1904, the Farmers and Merclunis 
National Bank of .Me: Itel has 
completed .'2 \i*ars o: pi Okies' 
for the bt'nefils of Merkel and its 
trade territory.

The bank is two years older 
than the incorporation of the t ' i t \  
of Merkel, for which the Golden 
Jubilee celebration June 3 
through 9 is being held.

The bank opened for business 
December 1, 1904.

The articles of association bear 
the date of Nov. 14. 1904, and 
named as directors J, T. Warren. 
G, F, West, Ed S. Hughes. Tho.s, 
Johnson and Henry James. The 
charter was dated Nov 18, 1904

The initial capital was S2.1,000 
The officers were- J. T. Warren, 
president, G. F, West, vice presi
dent; Henry James, vice presi
dent, and TTios. Johnson, cashier.

On Deo IS, 1904, J. T. Howard 
was eniployed as bookeeper and 
on Jan. 10, 190S. was made assist
ant cashier.

The earliest statement of the 
condition of the bank is dated 
Jan 11, 1905. and reflects de
posits of S38 403 72 and loans of 
$15,008.55

On Oct 1, 1919, the deposits 
stood at $576,496 The loans were 
$228,973

On Dec. 3. 1919. the deposits 
reached S1.067,273.31 and loans 
of $360,706 47.

The deposits jumped to $2,166.- 
056.49 on Dei 30. 1944. to $3 0.50.- 
212 06 on Dec 31, 1946, and $4.- 
122,536 64 on Dec 1, 1950

Thos Johnson sold his interest 
in the bank in 1919 to L. R 
Thompson of Missouri, who wa.s 
made active vice president. Sept 
12, 1919. Mr. Johnson resigned 
Dec 1, 1919, and Mr Thompson 
took his place as cashier.

Booth Warren, son of J T. 
Warren, became associated with 
the bank as bookkeeper in 1917. 
On Jan 13 1920, he became as
sistant cashier and was made a 
director of the bank.

L P Thompson resigned Dec. 
10, 1925, and Booth Warren suc
ceeded him as cashier. When the 
elder Warren passed awav on Fri
day, Sept. 6. 1940. he was suc
ceeded by his son. Booth War.-en. 
on Jan. 14. 1941.

The value of the stock has 
jumped during the 50 years.

Oil Jan. 13. 1920. the capita! 
stock was increased from $25,-

West, vice president, W, S. J. 
Brown vice president, Geo. T. 
•Moore cashier. Miss Mary Collins, 
assistant cashier. Miss Mildred 
Hamm, assistant cahier. Miss 
Betty Jane Tittle, telle.-, Mrs. Ai- 
leeii Knight Mrs. .Mattie L. Woz- 
encraft. Mrs Gladys Bi-eau.x. 
.Mrs. FToy Kegaii. bookkwpers 
and Will Means, janitor.

BOOTH WARREN

BANKER PRESIDENT—Booth 
Warren, whose father J. T 
Warren, was the first president 
of the Farmers and Merchants 
National Bank of Merkel, is 
now president as the bank 
nears its 32nd year in Merkel. 
Warren became associated with 
Uie bank in 1917 as a bookkeep
er and on January 13. 1920. hr 
wa.s made assistant cashier and 
director. In 1923 he became 
cashier, and when the elder 
Warren died in Sept. 6. 1940. 
Booth W arren became presi
dent.

MEHKEl. GARDEN G L IB
II \s \ a r d  p a r t y

Menilie.-s of the .Merkel Garden 
Club closed their tiscal year with 
a delighttul back yard party in 
the Jack .Miller home, cn Thiu:p 
day evening of last week. Mr. 
and Mrs \V S. J. Brown were 
co-hosts, assisted by numbers of 
the social committee Yard flow
ers wore Used in prolusion and 
Japanese lanterns lighted the pic
turesque scene

•\ relaxed program of “ Do It 
Vou se lf included cooking hot! 
dogs, roasting marshmellows, and \ 
other summer delicacies. Mrs. A. 
B. .Allen read an original story 
“ A Wedding In My Garden."

Those present were Dr and 
Mrs. W. T. Sadler, Hessrs. and | 
Mesdames Clyde Bartlett. B. H. ' 
Jones, .A. H. McElmurry, Dale | 
Litton. A. B. .Allen. Charlie Sher
rill. John Shannon. Bobby Tom 
Hodge. Nathan Wood, W. S. J, j 
Brown and Jack Miller. Mesdam-: 
es D H. Vaughn. Lu Petty, Car- 
roll Benson, Jack Wallace, Lucy 
Ford, .Alma Collins, Herbert Pat
terson. John Hughes. Dee Grimes. 
Misses Nora Foster and Christine 
Collins.

Rev. Charlie Cluck of Abilene 

delivered two messages at the 

Live Oak Baptist Church last Sun

day.

Mrs. Ollie Skidmore of Golae«, 

Texas visited her friends, Mr. and 

.Mrs. Liege Harris for the week-

end.

Music store owned by E. D. 
Coats (le ft ). The customer is 
Mrs. (Cross.

Mr. Coats and family came to 
the White Church Community of 
Mulberry Canyon from Dallas 
County in 1890.

.After the death of his first 
wife, he was married to Alice 
Tucker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
Jim Tucker, early day settlers of 
White Church Community.

Mr. Coats and family moved 
to Merkel in 1898 and he lived in 
Merkel until his death in 1927.

He had the music store from

1905 to 1917, located on north 
1st, just east of the West build
ing.

In 1917 he ente.-ed the real 
estate business and had .an of
fice upstairs, over the West 
building until 1927.

Three of his children still live 
in Merkel. They are Tom Coats, 
Mrs. Lee Cox and Mrs. Reece 
Hail.

Others, Dolph Coats, in Okla
homa, Ml'S. M. D. Daniel, in Del 
Rio. Texas. Mrs. Ben Clark in 
Y'ellville, Ark.. Roy Coats in Fal
lon. Nevada, and John D. Coats 
in Austin. Texas.

I

tk » to S3t),000 by declaration of 
a 100 per cent stock dividend. 
Again on Nov 30. 1949, the capi
tal stock rose from $.50,000 to 
$7.5.000 by declaration of a 50 per 
-•ent stock dividend Subsekuent- 
ly on January 24. 195.5, the capi
tal was increased to SlOO.ilOO by 
i.v»uance of a stock dividend of 
$25,000

At the present time the Capital 
stock is $100,000. the surplus is 
$100,000 and undivided profits 
$.50.0011

The bank has always been in 
Its present building. It used to be 
a two-stnr.-y building but was later 
reirodeled to its present appear
ance about 1915.

Present biard of directors con
sist-. of H C. West, Merkel; Wm. 
T Sadler, Sadler Clinic and Hos- 
p:tal W S .' Brown Noodle 
H,»reford Ranch Dr. Don W. 
Warren and Booth War.'en.

TI.c officers .)• are
1) )olh W.’ .ren. pr o<jen’ H. C

\ i '•) . J .

R E T L R N  TO

ME R R K E L
D U R I N G

T H E

G O L D E N
C A V A L C A D E
For 50 year» MerkH ha» heen /crow- 

¡«If . . . during those 50 years Mer

kel has become the leadintr farming 

and ranchini; area . . .  we salute thoHe 

pioneerw who came here at the turn 

of the century to develop thi» area.

80 that we in bu-winena today, could 

have an opportunity to frow and proa> 

per in fatnre yearn.

HIGGINS BLACKSMITH

THE CHIEFS ARE GONE
but they shall return during: the re

enactment of MerkeFs 50 years of 

proRresH. Those early pioneers who 

battled the Indians draw praise from 

us today. .

MERKEL COOP STATION
PREMIER PRODUCTS

YOU AND YOUR BANKER CAN MAKE A GREAT 
TEAM...YOUR PROGRESS IS HIS BUSINESS •  • •

in

To folks all over town, and in every walk of life, 

it’s the open door to OPPORTUNITY.

Idi

%
:1é;i I»ok  around at the fares in the lobby, any business 

day. You’ ll see reminders of the many kinds of peo

ple your manker helps to keep RoinR and RrowinR.

THE FARMER —  Todav he’s scientist, manufactur-

. ^

Thi-s biink was chaiiered Nov. Ih. 1901 and opened on Dec. 

15, 1901, as the Farmers & .Merchants Hank of .Merkel, 

with a capital of .525.000. It now has a capital 

.surplus and undivided profits of 250.000.00.

It ’s first president was J. T. W ^ e n . a prominent merch

ant. and its vice president was (i. F. West, another success

ful merchant, and the ca.shier wa.s Thos. Johnson, who 

managed the hank.

THE FA M ILY  —  More and more housewives, and 

youngsters brighten the bank . . , practicing regfular 

thrift, fretting advice, opening checking accounts. 

Meanwhile they’re brightening home with new re

frigerators, washing mnehines, TV  sets and new cars 

—all financed at the bank.

D I R E C T O R S
Booth Warren, President 
H. C. West

Donald W. Warren, M, D.
W. T. Sadler, M. D.

W. S. J. Brown

THE COMMUNITY —  ‘ ‘Banker’s Hours’* run far into 

the night, as yonr banker serves on fond drives and 

finance committees . . . advises on city and county 

problems . . . joins in the teamwork that seeks new 

industries, new jobs —  NEW  OPPORTUNITIES that 

will enable Merkel young folks to build a secure and 

happy future at home.

M'hile you’re busy watching cotton or a small grain 

crop, a family or a business growing, your banker is 

proudly watching YOU grow. YOUR PROfiRESS IS 
HIS BUSINESS.

\

Your hometown hank today renders such a great and 

grow ing variety of services that it has come to mean 

a lot of things to a lot of people. But to all it means 

one thing in common . . .  >

er, busine.s,sman —  all in one. More than ever, the 

banker is his working partner, providing much of 

the cash and counsel he needs to modernize, mechan

ize . .  . to step up production while cutting unit costs. 

THE BUSINESSMAN —  In a period of rising oppor

tunity and rapid change, he finds his banker ready . 

with loans, with get ahead suggestions, with im

proved and expanded facilities to meet and anticipate 

his needs.

( ■

“The Old ReUaWe”

FARMERS & MERCHANTS NATIONAL RANK
MERKEL TEXAS

/
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IMcnf*
0«rt« e*«) ,
wi4I«h4 ' I
C f  ■rt»»

<•••»<
MMi Unda Vaa'i

lc«»w«tw "Caavaftad"

cwy I f f  H €ttf ihitdM
Vii Ha«»—  «■•• ««HBirt
Baat Caroadon, waief, c ip , aad 
Bavorinp uatil smooth. Po4l oaer 
cooked UocU Ben's Rice mix«4 vitb 
Va tmp cocomiL in 2-^uatt casstrolfc 
Pisce io pan ot «aitr. Bake in 
enee oeen (J50*P) 30 minsim Sòr 
lifbtly. Contimi« baking 30 nunuws, 
Ibp with remaining coronut during 
last 3*7 minutes of baking. Cool be
fore terrina.

NT JEMIMA

lour
lAKERITE

hortening
iH ITE SWAN

aOI offee
i n  lV)ROMEI)ARY AN ÍÍE L FOOD

•dîAKE Ml
SEN SPUN

IjAPPLE j e l l y

ijl-oz. Decorated 
Glass -  3 5 ^

25 Lb. Print Bag

3 Lb. Can

Pound

C R A cm  B m s i

>

Package
LIBBY ’S

FRUIT COCKTAIL -  303 can -  -  -  2 for 4 5 c
—  - 65c

W HITE SWAN

GRAPEFRUIT
JUI CE

-oz. can 2 5 c

CARNATION INSTANT

DRY MILK -- SqLsize----
DEL MONTE

C ATSU P . . . . . . . . . . . . M^PZ. bottle 19c
SLTN SPUN _  _

APPLE SAUCE--303 can- - - - - 2 for 3 5 c
DEL MONTE

TOMATO JU IC E — 46«. Can 29«
ROSEDALE

C O R N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  303 can 17c
KIM BELL’S

BLACKEYE PEAS -  300 Size Can -  2 for 2 5 c

Sun.shine CTlACKERS 
1 lb. box .... .... 25c

Cheddar CHEESE 
12-oz. Wedife _.‘59c

.American S.\RJ)INES 
Flat Can . . 10c

Diamond PICKI.EA 
Sour or Dill 
22>oz. Jar .. 25c

Sun Spun 
GREEN BE.ANS 
303 Can _  2 for 35c

« «

Our Value
P E A R S

No. 2V2 Can -  3 5 c

W HITE SWAN

T E A
W Ub..39c

i|Yozen Foods -
S lfe ly ’s ORANGE JUICE 

-<tt. Can —  . 2  for 35c

Slkely’s LEMONADE

a P R O D U C E
Roridn ORANGES-- - - -
Mabo Russet POTATOES -
KENTUCKY WONDER

GREEN BEANS - -  
Crisp CUCUMBERS - - 
YeUow SQ U ASH-----
•  M E A T S

-  lb. 11c
- - l b .  8c
-  lb. 19c  

lb. 17c
-  lb. 10c

toz. Can 15c

S tie ly ’a
fTRAWBERRlES 

B-or. p k g . ------------

Steely '■ CHICKEN POT 

HE _________

St<kcly*8 BREADED 

ìHRIMP  .. Pk«- 59c

All Meat BOLOGNA 
Sliced b a c o n  -
Chuck r o a s t  - -
Meaty Pot ROAST - 
No. 1 SALT PORK

y

-  -lb. 39«
2 lbs. for 6 9 c

• -  lb. 37c
-  lb. 45c

-  -  Ib. 25c

Charmin
TI SSUE

4 RoU Pkg. -  3 3 c

T I DE
Box -  -  2 9 c

K L E E N E X
400 Size -  Colored

23c

■KTANI
MAXWBLNOUSI^

6-oz. JAR

$li9

Wilson’s Food Store
PHONE 17S

FORMERLY CAMP BELL GRO. é  MKT.

NEXT DOOR TO PQ8T <)FF1CE WE GIVE PREMIUM COUPONS

CELEBR.ATINfi .AVMVEES 
•ARV — ( elebratiag their an- 
niversary in .Merkel along with 
the Golden Cavalcade are Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Starburk, op
erators of Starbuck ( ompany

AdcociTWilT 
Show Off New 
Cleaning Plant

Waymon Adcock, of Adcock 
Cleaners, iinnounced today that 
the public will be invited to an 
‘‘open hou'.e" Saturday, June 9, 
during the Golden Cavalcade in 
order that new machinery and 
the drive-in feature (ould be 
shown.

The cleaners have been bury 
this week remodeling the inter
ior, and changing machinery to 
the push-button type with the 2- 
bath Mycel process with radio 
conductivitity control panel.

Only in 1954 Adcock's added 
I steam presses, steam iron, drying 

tumblers, pressure filters, elec- 
I trie sewing machine, steam spot- 
liting gun, and steam pull irons.

MKb. FEED STARBL'CK

and Starbuck Funeral Home. 
They are observing their eigh
th anniversary in ¡Merkel. Star- 
buck also serves as mayor d  
MerkeL

I cauae to be published once each 
week for four consecutive weeks, 
the first publication to be at 
least twenty-eight days before the 
return day thereof, in a newspa
per printed in Taylor County, 
Texas, the accompanying cita
tion. o f which the herein below 
following is a true copy. 
CITATION' BY P I  BUCA 'H O N  
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO; Iva Cassie Jones, Defen
dant. Greeting:

YOU ARE HEREBY CO-M- 
MA.NDED to appear before the 
Honorable 42nd District Court o f 
Taylor County at the Courthouse 
thereof, in .Abilene, Texas, by 
filing a written answer at or be
fore 10 o'clock A.M. on the first 
Monday next after the expiration 
of forty-two days from the date 
of issuance of this citatioB, same 
being the 2nd day o f July A.D. 
1956, to Plaintiff’s Petition filed 
in said court, on the 18tb day of

and then charged to the Mycel nu„,bered 21,363-A on the dock- 
I i system by adding another washer 

and pressure filter.
The present cleaners was first 

I organized in 1914 by Etcyl 
I Church, who purchased the busi
ness from Emnutte and Ennis 

I a scrub brush on scrub boards, 
i using white gasoline or soap and 
I water, and then bung on the line 
to dry and press vhth an 18 
pound and 24 pound hot iron.

The iron was cleaned with 
cheese and soap The gas line was 
flittered by allowing to settle 
then pour off clean top.

The first steam press was 
bought by Church in 1915. Part 
of the old press is still in use.

Some of the owners arc not 
known until G. W. Blake became 
owner. O. J. .Adcock bought the 
business from Blake in Novem
ber. 1937.

The location at that time was 
j at 940 .N. Second. In 1938 the 
I cleaners moved to Laney build
ing on Edwards street, and in 
1939 moved to the present loca- 

I tion.

(Published in The Merkel Marl 
June 1. 8. ^5. 22. 1956)

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To any Sheriff or aay Cows table 
kithin the State o f Texaa —
GREE-nNG:

You are hereby commanded to

et of said court and styled E. B. 
Jones, Plaintiff, vs. Iva Cassio 
Jones, Defendant.

A brief statement of the nature 
of this suit is ss follows, towrit: 
Plaintiff and defendant were 
married in San Saba County. 
Texas, on or about January 6. 
1944, and separated on or about 
December 20. 1947. There were 
no children bom of this union 
and no property accumulated. 
PlaintiT sues for divorce on 
ground of abandonment, as is 
more fully shown by Plaintiffs 
Petition on file in this suit.

I f  this citation is not served 
within ninety days after the date 
of ts issuance, it shall be return
ed unserved.

The officer executing this writ 
shall promptly serve the same ac
cording to requirements o f la w ,' 
and the mandates hereof, and 
make due return as the law di
rects.

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal o f said court 
at Abilene. Texas, this the 18th 
day of May A. D. 1956.

’ (SE AL )
Attest: R. H. ROSS, Qerk 
42nd District Court, Taylor 
Ck>unty, Texas.
By IRENE CRAWFORD, 
Deputy.

NOW IN MERKEL
C. B. READY-MIX 

CONCRETE
Delivered For Yoar Htune, B t r i n f . Drive-Why 

Fleorinfr or Cohinercial Jolw

C. B. READY-MIX
Pbooe 172

Behind Old Theater on North Scooad 

on OoM tery Rond

T B L E G A G S

now. W M ajn- 
w  A  DCMKCVS HCAO 

POINTS gifOCCTLY
nopTM- wHenr 

V WILL ITS TA IL  
P O IN T »

To  TM t
onouNC

l A / O O Z I E

T h C OOINT •« I H A T

MEKKELUnO
K E IE C T R K

ELECTRIC
260j

WE D B U YE R

4 • T
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FIRST SERMON PREACHED IN
MERKEL WAS IN OLD DEPOT

The followinp infornoation on 
titt Methodist church uas taken 

a booklet published in Jan- 
1923. concerning 50 vears 

ia the church

YEARS o r  
lOIMSM IN MERREl.

T>ese fifty years of Methodism 
ia  Merkel has marked a heroic 
effort by spiritual mt-n and 'co- 
■wn to minister to their own 
apcritual needs and to save our 
city from the ever encroaching 
OTiIs. Great revivals have broken 
•lit. sweeping the community 
ideals to higher levels. By assist- 
aace of other churches the town 
has maintained a moral tone and 
Acaaper worthy of praise These 
fifty  years has not marked a per
iod of ease. The church never has 
that But they have been happy 
years of service in Christ’s name.

The first sermons ever preach
ed  in Merkel were preached in 
the old T P depot, by two local 
preachers Rev. Norris and Rev. 
SUickl.ind who lived in Mulber
ry Canyon Mr. J. L. Vaughn was 
the first railroad agent here and 
was a devout Christian and spon- 
aared these services.

The Method;$t Church was or- 
Canu'-<! by Rev R P. Ounn in 
1K2. in the school buUding on

V ss Marx 
D Lamden. 

Mr. .Asbury.

the north side of the railroad 
track where the * bernaclc 
now stands, with seven members 
They weiv:

Mrs. Mary Story.
Story. Mrs Fennie 
Mrs. Mattie Lowe,
Mrs. .Asbury,

••Miss Mùry Sto-.A” i« our only 
»urvixmg charter rmmt r Mrs 
C. E. Conner) while Mrs. O W. 
Bove? IS s.-cond in seniority, join
ing in 1884, and Mr C. E. Con 
ner is third, joining in 188.5. and 
Mrs. H C. Williams is fourth, 
poining in 189.1.

Mr. Comer Clay was the secre- 
fa.'y of the church in 1901 and 
his father, Mr. W L Clay, work
ed for the J. T Warren Mercan
tile Co. The chprch records and 
roll of members were kept in 
this building which burned in 
(Xtober of that sear and we thus 
lost much of our church history

The pastors have been as fo l
lows, the month of appointment 
being in Noiember of the year in
dicated.

1882 — R. F Dunn
188,1 — H M G1.1SS
1884 — R. F. Dunn
1885 — J W. Dickinson
1888 — M. L. .Moody
1888 — A. K Miller
1889 — J. H Gambliss

j No celebration regardless of 
time would be complete without 

I mention of our Home Town beys 
' who served their country. This 
group of service men of World 
War 1. also served as escoifs for 
the body of Lester Earl White, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. White 
of Merkel, who died of flu and 
phenumonia at Camp Bowie, Ft. 
Worth. Texas, December 20. 1917.

Earl was the first of the Mer
kel boys to give his life for his 
country.

^ R E V I V A L

Several other pictured here la
ter died or was killed in line of 

duty.

This p,ctuie was taken in front 
of the Merkel Hotel then oper
ated by mother Collins, who hon 
ored them with a luncheon at 
Christmas.

Heading left to right, front 
row; Pete White, Lloyd Shep
pard .Arthur Derringlon. Shorty 
Holloway.

Back row, Z. T. Lamar, Bill O'- 
Frient. George L. White, and Bill 
Sheppard. Others pictured are 
not known.

This picture is made possible 
through the aid of Luna White 
Johnston, only daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. White.

stood where Miss Garcutte’s home . 
now stands. The present parson
age was binlt in 1910 during the 
pastorate of Rev. J. M. Sherman.

Four members of our church 
have become mtnistevs; P. G. 
Huffman, C A. Bickley, E. D 
Landrelh and .M. K. Pike. At pres
ent two of oui members are lo
cal preachers: Hoy Patterson and 
Paul Collins, and Miss Marcella 
Pinckley is a life sei'vice volun
teer.

Love in a Revolutionary World." 
.A business meeting closed the 
program. Those present were 
Mesdames Homer Patterson. Lu 
Petty, W. S. J. Brown, Reese 
Hail, D. H. Vaughn, Marvin

Douglas, L. S. Tipton, A. H 
Elmurray, Ross Ferner, Tom 
gent. Winnie Cypert, Jack 
er. John Shannon. Leon Too 
Dee Grimes. Misses Lottie 
man and Mabel McRee.

.Any church should be proud to 
have spiritual power and fpiiit- 
ual atmosphere sufficient to send 
fo illi minister of the gospel of 
Christ.

Of the thirty-three pastors, at 
least ten have become presiding 
elders while only eight of the 
number are now in active minis
ters.

At present we have 476 mem
bers and not more than twenty- 
five live outside of the Merkel 
territory. NVhat shall the next 
fifty years bring?

Vacation by Air-Conditioned
G R E Y H O U

Calvary Baptist
En. H. Fi*l’ ER.<ON. 

Pastor

June 10 - 24, 1956 
EVERY ONE

IS
REV. C. I. ROIX.ERS 

Evangelist of 
Arlington. Tex. I N V I T E D

1891
1892 
iao4 
1896
1898
1899
1902
1903
1904 
1906 
19u7
1909
1910
1911 
’ 9;3 
1914
1916
1917
1918
1921
1922
1923 
192.5
1927
1928 
1930 
It is

fifty

— J C. Carter
—  \V. A. Gilliland
— J A. Hider
— C. W Irwin
— Emmett Hightower
— R. S. Reizer
— R. B. Young
— C. A. Evans
— C. S Fields
— J. W. Dow let
— S. J. Vaughn
— J. M. Sherman
— .A. M. Martin
— R .-\. Clements
— Ed R. Wallace
— W 1*. Garvin
— L A Humphries
— C. C.imeron 
_  W. M Mur, til
— C W Foot
— M r  Hays
— T J Rea
— W R. McCarter
— W J. Mayhew
— T. C. Wiilett
— E. L A'eats
to be noted that in this 

e :r  '■ecord or.lv throe

preachers received the appoint
ment as p.istor for the third year. 
Should not both church and pas
tor crave longer pastorates’  In 
the fifty years the church has 
had thirty-three pastors, an av 
crate of about eighteen months 
to the pastor.

In the year 1891 under the pas
torate of Rev. J. H. Chambliss, a 
frame church building forty feet 
by sixty feet was elected on the 
site of the present church prop
erty. In 1905. during the pastor
ate of Rev. C. C. Fields, the pres
ent brick church was built and 
in 1922 during the pa.storate of 
Rev. C. W. Foot, the audotorium 
was enlarged and the Sunday 
school annex built.

From the beginning to 1895 
ail the pastors lived in Sweet
water. for Merkel was on the 
Sweetwater mission. Rev. Hider 
was the first of our pastors to 
live in Merkel. The first parson
age was built in 1900 under the 
pastorate of Rev. R. S. Reiier. It

.xgts. JACK MILLER 
ENTERTAINS CLASS

Members of the Gleaners Sun
day School Class were entertain
ed with a most enjoyable morn
ing party Wednesday in the home 
of Mrs. Jack Miller. Mrs. John 
Shannon, Mrs. Leon Toombs and 
Mrs. Dee Grimes were co-hostess
es with Mrs. Miller. .Appoint
ments were appropriate to the 
out door setting where the guests 
assembled on the terrace. Re
freshments were served buffet- 
style and yard flowers added to 
the attractiveness of the scene.

Mrs. Tom Largent brought the 
devotional on •'Faith, Hope and

 ̂ » Im  V. I. Tmt

Ask about Greyhound Tourt! ^

J No Traffic Worries... 
^ • No Wheet F itit»]
J  Save With LOW 

(reyhoynd F a n
J c o a v iB ie n t  Daily 

Schedulis
Sirvico To All 48 Stal

Ft. Worth 
Houston 
Austin -  ?•
Lubbock .. $ 
El Paso —  ?•,

Enjoy a Big Bonus o f
M N T E B

toWI
len

B

/

.TH RIFTjvlth your THRILuJ!]
Take to the rood in thU one and you're spoiled 
for anything else! Just slip into this sleek beauty 
and sample the thrills behind the naoet modem 
high-c ompreasioi.. high-torque engine in the 
industry. It ’s the mighty Strato-Streak V-8 
— and Pontiac is the only car that has it!

In the twinkling of a traffic light you take 
off Like a silent jet, with response so exciting 
you can’t help but bead for the open road to 
try this spine-tingler at cruising speed. There 
you discover a toe-tip source of surging power.

'  This is modem power! More than that, it’s 
the most efficient power plant you can buy! 
Proof?—the Mobilgas Economy Run, where a 
Strato-Streak Pontiac delivered more miles per 
gallon than any other "eight" in any class!

And that’s only a start, for Pontiac engineers 
tailored the new Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic* 
to utilize every last ounce of that power. The 
result is “ go”  as smooth as cream at any speed!

Come in and take a turn at the newest, 
greatest “ go”  on wheels. Why not this week?

*An «xlra-cMt tpt%on.

The Roughest, Toughest Beards in Tow n! r "  r,

«

See Pontiac's parade of exclusive new Spring Colors

• • * I r \

0  -W'

- i ï ____ Í Á . .

REWAUI;SEE WHISKERS THAT TOOK MONTHS TO 
GROW COME OFF IN MINUTES AT THE WHISKER CONTEST I I
N ow  you can see for yourself how quickly and easily the new 

Remington 60 De Luxe zips through those rough, tough Centennial 
beards at the whisker contest. You ’ ll see beards that took months%

to grow disappear in minutes. After you have seen the amazing 
performance o f the 60 De Luxe, come in and try one on your own beard. 

/ Take it home and use it for 14 days free. I f  you arc not convinced that 
it is the finest, fastest, smoothest electric shaver ever made the trial 

costs you oo z in g ! Come in today!

I

TRADE-IN
for your old electric shaver 

— any standard make I

14-DAŶ
FREE HOME TRIAI

"CAN TOU SCf. m if, ITOA lAPIlTf . . . CHICK YOU! CAI-CMCCK ACClOENTS.

Pontiac
aCMMAl MOTOtl MAtTUniCi-EAlHT MICW ANB EAimT lOlM •

ONLY

9 2 9 . 5 0

Palmer Motor Co.

SEE
HEARD SHAVINt;

CONTEST 
FRIDAY, JLNE 8th 

Five Remington Razors to be 
given as prizes.

MERKEL DRUG CO. %

i

)
I . .

'tats:**
49 ^ /
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ON RIIMiE H. D. 
j R MET MAY 18
he Unie

THE MERKEL MAIL, MERKEL, TAYLO R  COUNTY, TEXAS

’nion Ridge Home D«m- 
ration Club met May 18 in 
. J. H. Clarks hone for their 
liar meeting. The president 
Hided.
he meeting was opened by, . . .

t
ling the T.H.D.A. Prayer and ' “ P chickens.
^d. Roll call was answered The next meeting will be in the 
n “ Name Two Things That | home of Mrs. Beauford Buntin 
ce a Good Club Meeting.'* Mrs. ¡June I, 2:30 p.m 
de Newton li^id the minutes, be revealed.

Miss McRee gave the financial t 
report. Council report was given ' 
by Mrs. Denzel Cox.

The program was on killing 
and dressing chicken. Mrs. Pee
and Mabel Mcl'.ee gave a dem
onstration on how to kill and cut

oned

I t

TEXAS NEEDS
WjLSOI

f o r  y o u r  J > u fh lin a .

.ATTORNEY  
iGENEI

Late Billy 
Russell Was 
Early Settler

The late Billy and Jo Anna 
Russell came to .Merkel in 1889. 

, , , They lived between Trent and
UuD pats wilt I if, (hp house which

I is standing now on the Lige 
! Gamble farm.

They later moved to the east 
part of town. The old home there 

I was moved to the S. G. Russell 
j farm 1 1-2 miles northwest of 
i town and James Russell lives 
there now. The house was mov- I  ed in 1921. The Russells had four 
sons and five daughters.

The two children licing are 
Charley of Merkel and Mrs. Alex 
Harris, (Kate Russell) who lives 
in PTesno, Calif.

Charley married Leta Calvert, 
the daughter of another pioneer 
Merkel family.

Another son. John, married 
Sarah Winter, who resides in

.Mrs. Christine Shine, Brown- 
wood, 1927.

Mrs. Selma Lee Warlick, Abi
lene, 1929.

Mrs. Fug Harris, Merkel 1936. 
.Mr. James Russell, Merkel

1938.
.Mr. Ralph Russell, .Merkel,

1939.
Johnny Gordon Russell, son of 

the S. G. Russell Jr., graduated 
in 19.'M.

Jerry Russell, who graduates 
this year will be the 15th Russell 
to walk down the aisle to re
ceive his diploma.

J. R. Pee Was 
Methodists’ 
Choir Leader

Nothing would be complete 
without some word concerning 
Methodist church music, which 
through the years has inspired 
and comforted.

J. R. Pee used to lead the 
first church

stable in Merkel. i buildinf wos erected and contin-
They had three children. Mrs.' “ e«! for some time afterwards.

Merkel. John had the first livery ' f^o ir before the
. . . . . . .  ' K 'l i lH in f  iir/YC Ar£kr

. 2. R

3. Six si»prcni^C i|i^t ^ Texas

Eunice West. Merkel, who gradu 
ated in 1917. J. J. Russell, Wich
ita Falls, graduated in 1922. Mrs. 
.Vina Bell Hughes graduated in 
1927. Two grandchildren; Gloria 
West graduated in 1954 and Ger
ald West in 1949.

One son, Selma Russell mar
ried .Mary Elizabeth Compton. 
They had nine children, eight 
of which graduated from Merkel.

Mrs. Lucille Nuuually (Ros
well) 1921 and salutatorian.

.Mrs. .Mabel Dunn (Hobbs) 1922 
valedictorian.

Mrs. Sain Redwine, .Abilene, 
1926.

-one Star Gas Company extends hearty Congratulations 
to Merkel, Texas on its Golden Anniversary of .\chieve- 
lent and Best Wishes to its progressive citizens.

f
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I- ' fêds about flame coohng
CLIAN ER —  Gas range
burners can be easily re
moved and washed like 
a dish. And only gaa 
ran^s offer smokeless 
broiling— the live flame 
consumes smoke aiid 
grease vapors that dirty 
your kitchen.

C O O L E R  —  O nly gas 
oven -b ro ilers  can be 
vented to the outdoors, 
carrying o f f  heat and 
odors. And with gas, 
there's no “ hangover”  
heat— burners are in
stantly on or off.

EASTER — No artific ia l 
fuel can heat as fast as 
flame. Flame cooking is 
natural  cooking,  and 
cooking begins as soon 
as burner is turned on.

MODERN — Gas ranges 
feature every new and 
automatic convenience 
fro m : clock tim ers, 
thermostatically con
tro lled  bu rn ers  and 
rotissieres, to color-key
ed built-in units.

nEXIBLE —  Because of a 
gas flam e’s unlimited 
num ber o f  h e a t in g  
s p ^ s ,  the flame can be 
adjusted to exactly the 
right size. Your kitchen 
stays cooler, foods are 
tastier, more healthful.

NATURAL FLAME COOK-
INO — Only flame can  
give foods that wonder
ful “ flame-kissed”  flavor 
during b r o i l in g  and 
roasting. Foods cook 
more evenly.

S A FE-D EP EN D A B LE  —
Gas service, being sup
plied by underground 
pipelines, is not subject 
to failure due to bad 

,, weather. Fire statistics 
prove gas is safest of all 
fuels.

INEXPENSIVE TO INSTALL
—  Gas ranges need no 
special expensive wiring 
for installation. In most 
cases, in sta lla tion  is 
free with the purchase 
of a new gas range.

/or what it costs to cook for¡^fjT7i&V? with a non- 
flame, artificial method, gou can cook for more 
than with modern, flame fast GAS!

O A S  UOM IRANYLONE STAR

Miss Jannie Hayter (now Mrs. B. 
W. Hudgins) was organist. '

For a while. Miss Laura Jen
nings was pianist, about 1910, 
(now Mrs. Wesley Edwards).

Brother C. E. Conner has been 
of valuable assistance at various 
periods of our church in leading 
the choir. He is a lover of music, 
and knows the value of a hymn.

George Losdon and Will Ayers 
were choir leaders in their day 
ana Miss Monat Christopher 
(now Mrs. Thornton) was pianist 
and is often spoken of as one of 
our best. Miss Marie Grinïes (now 
Mrs. John Morgan) did much so
lo work.

In 1914 Miss Eva Williams 
(now Mrs. E. Q. Warren) took 
charge of the choir and gave the 
first organized choir in the 
church. She often played the pi- 
aho and did solo work also. Miss 
Bessie Touchstone was pianist 
and a very efficient one. and al
so Miss Fannie Burroughs. Mrs. 
R. A. Sadler also did solo work 
and T. A. Johnson was choir di
rector for a tinie.

Later Mrs. E. P. Beene was pi
anist. She was so much loved that 
her name is often heard among 
us yet. Robert Hicks was choir 
director during this time and al
so W. W. Woods and Fred C. 
Hughes.

Some of the recent pianists 
were; Miss Williamson, Miss Gay, 
Miss Nadine Tippett (now Mrs. 
Orion Tittle), Miss Dorris Pike 
and Miss Thelma Mc.Aninch. Our 
present pianist for Sunday School j 
is Mrs. Juanita Dowell and for 
church, Mrs. Orpah Campbell, and ! 
Cyrus Pee is choir director. How- j 
ever good orr faithful former mus-1 
ical leaders were, they could 
hardly exceed our present ones. 
They ar faithful, agreable and 
thoroughly Christian.

MODERN
BEAUTY

SHOP
It ’s the cut that makes the 
hair pretty, so why not a 
Four-Way Cut today?

SHOP CARE . . .  IS 
PROFESSIONAL CARE . . 

Mrs. Dent Gibson 
Mrs, Clarence Perry 

Operators

Phone 201 for appointments 
In Rear of Merkel Drug

LAUNDRY 
Wet Wash 
Rough Dry 
Pick Up 

And Delivery
We offer you the best service 
and the highest quality work. 

W’e will appreciate your 
business 

PHONE 231

Deluxe Laundry
GEO. A. WEST. Ownerr

CONGRATULATIONS
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Campbell 

are the proud parents of a daugh
ter bom in Saint Ann Hospital 
in Abilene on May 24. The young 
lady weighed 7 pounds 10 1-2 
ounces and has been named Lou 
Ann.

H O D G E S
Visiting in the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. W'. H. Cook recently were 
her sister and husband, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Corder of Oxnard, Cali
fornia, Mr. and Mrs. Lanier Cook 
of Tuisa, Oklahoma and Mr. and 
Mrs. Hubert Austin and ch ildr^  
of Snyder.

• • •
Mrs. Ralph Cook of Long Is

land, New York visited .ecently 
with .Mr. and Mrs. Josh Cook

• B •

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pierce of 
Corpus Christi visited with Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Sloan last 
week.

• •
Mrs. I. B. Ray had as a guest 

last week her sister. Mrs. B. .X. 
Fllisor of Houston, also her fa-
the.-, D. L. Bristow of Hamlin.

• « «
Mr. L. .McCaleb has been on 

the sick list. He is tetter at this 
time.

.Mr. and .Mrs. M. S. Cox and 
Lora visited in Eastland last 
week with Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Reese and family.

James H. Chaney 

Chiropractor
PHONE 18

211 Oak St. —  Merkal

TV S E R V I C E
We Service All Makes. Neat HaM

P H O N E  193
DUDLEY ELECTRIC

Change
Progress Rogvires H — 
Hmmam Nature Resists ft

fir - G. I Ol.LMER
President, Textis x Pacific Poiltcay

Change, like death and taxes, 
is something we cannot escape.

Its impact upon our lives is 
constant, relentless, and some
times revolutionary.

Human life constantly is in 
motion. Ideas and ideals, atti
tudes and actions, aims and ambi
tions alwavs are undergoing 

some form of 
change.

Change is a 
dynamic force 
which som e
times comes in 
small hesitant 
steps . . . and 
sometimes in 
giant stridea. 

But come it does, relentlessly and 
unceasingly, moving us onward 
and upward, or brushing us aside.

Co«d Chant« La««lt
Change does not always pro

duce good results. Sometimes tb« 
resuiu are evil and destructive, 
as the pages of history and tbe 
events of our day so somberly 
attest. But the wholesome, con- 
atructive and progressive result» 
produced by change far outweigh 
its evil counterparts.

Within the past half century we 
have witnessed sweeping changes 
in industry and agriculture . . . 
in commerce and finance.

Treesperfetiee Chaat««
As in other phases of our soci

ety, rapid and revo lu tionary  
changes have taken place in trans
portation. F ifty -e igh t m illion  
motor vehicles, 60,000 airplanes, 
173,000 miles of pipelines have 
joined the railroads as important 
transporters of goods and people. 
These instruments o f transporta
tion were hardly more than a faint 
dream 50 years ago.

Roil Imprevomonfs
In the railroad industry itself, 

changes in motive power, in 
freight and passenger equipment, 
in terminal facilities and road
ways, in communications and 
operations have been vast and 
varied . . . constructive and pro
gressive.

These changes in our industry 
have not attracted unusual public 
aticntion. for they are not spec
tacular or romantic in character. 
Yet. they have involved capital 
expenditures of a billion dollars 
annually for the past ten years.

Praprats W«lcan»«4
Those o f US on the Texas and 

Pacific recognize that change it 
constant and inevitable and we 
have m oved fo rw ard  with it, 
improving our physical properties 
and our operations so as to keep 
pace with tbe march of human 
events.

That is not only the prudent 
course of action; it it the practi
cal. constructive and progressive 
thing to do. Adv.
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SUB.SCRIPTION RATES
One Y e u r ...........................$3.00

Merkel and VicirJty

One Year ........................... $4.00
Outside Trade Area
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"  ' to tha attacUao of Ih*

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED — Baby sitting. I will 

sit in your home. .Mrs. Lee 
Ward. 511 Ash St. Phone 195J.

113tp

HOUSE FAINTING AND RE
PAIRING — Good work. Free 
estimates. Lee Ward, 511 Ash 
St. Phone 195-J. 10-3tp.

HELP WANTED
WATER W ELL drilling and sur 

face pipe set. Higgins & .Malone. 
Box 267, Merkel. Phone 26

B AITE R Y  CHARGE. Only 29c at 
WHITE AUTO STORE. 4 »tfc

FOR RENT

FIRST ISSUE, Par WacS 
MINIMUM . first

OTHER ISSUES. Par War« .. U  
MINIMUM, aecoBd iaMia .... Me 
TRAN8IET RATE. Per Wer« $a

THESE RATES APPLY TO ONLY 
LOCALLY OW.NEO FIRMS.

NOTICE MASONS
Stated meeting o f Mar. 
kel lodge No. 710. A.F.& 
A  M. TTiurs. May 31st at 

8:00 p.m. A ll members are urg
ed to attend. Visiting brethem cor
dially invited.

J. R. Mashburn, W. M. 
C  B. Rust, Secretary.

FOR .SALE
FOR SALE —  One room servants 

house, also water well equip
ment, electrolux, Mrs. L. A. 
Watts, 406 Yucca. Phone 97J.

ll-3tc.

FOR SALE — A ware house. 
Size 28’x75’. Contact Clyde 
Eager or phone 155. 11-tfn

FOR SALE — Landard 57 cotton 
seed out of last year registered 
seed. $1.65 per bushel. Guar 
seed, tested and tagged. Ernest 

McCright, 7 miles north o f Trent, 
Texas. 10-3tp.

FOR RENT — Two furnished 
rooms, apartment for rent. 804 
Oak. Phone 291-W. Mrs. Pick 
Allen.

DOWNSTAIRS AP.ART.MENT for 
rent, also rooms by day oi 
week, Merkel Hotel. 45-tfc

WANTED — Would liAe to buj 
from twne rsome town lots not 
too far out. reasonable. P. O. 
box o9C, .Merkel. Texas. 12-lVP

SEE US
FOR

RADIO and
T V  SERVICE

Badger Chevrolet
ANDY SHOUSE 
-  Real Estate -

115 KENT ST.

General 
Line of 

Insurants 
CYRUS PEE

p S l^ ^ A L ^ ^ sT oo t^ T io lS e^ iS tL , 
double garage, well, cellar, 2 
chicken houses, in Noodle, 3-4 
acre land, See A. J. Richard
son, Phone 6325 at Noodle.

l(F3tp.

FOR SALE — 6-foot deep freeze, 
see Joe Douglas at Hicks Auto 
Supply. Phone 149. 10-3tp.

LOT FOR SALE — Sf!« m the 
mornings at 311 Cherry.

10-3tc.
FOR SALE — 74  HP Firestone 

Outboard Motor. See Pat Cy- 
pert at 807 Ash St. 10-3tp.

FOR SALE — Used lawn mower, 
with motor, $10; floor furnace, 
35,000 cu. ft., $30. Mrs. Sam 
Swan. Phone 52. 12-tfc.

FOR SALE— Ideally located znVk 
house, one block north o f hos
pital. See Mrs. Craig Humph
reys. Merkel route 1. ll-3tp.

VITAMINS
Kaap TMt rwlstaiie« 
hi«h with ArreCop«. 
Iba multt-attamlM that 
cooa wlOi a bonus 
conylna «osa. Lass 
iboo Sc a «oyi

A «10 ARROW OUAIITY MOOUCt

4.50 per 100 
MAC’S CITY DRUG

FOR SALE — Second year Qual
ls 60 No. 2 strand cotton seed. 
Storm proof. L. E. Bell, Route 
1. Trent. $1.50 bushel. ll-3tp.

HOUSES FOR SALE —  FHA 
loans, from $9.000 to $1ZOOO. 
Bath and bath and one half. 
Easy terms, low down payments. 
Contact H. O. Boney, General 
Manager, Merkel Development 
Co. 42-tfs.

EXPERT ELECTRICAL A PPU - 
ANCE repairing. .All work 
guaranteed 90 days. Free pick
up and defivery after 5 p.m. 
Call 297w. Nite Owl Appliance 
Service. Bill Brazzil. 47-tfc

f a ^ rtte"YOUR
MAG.4Z1NES 

.Always at
MACS CITY DRUG

CASH FOR A LL  KINDS OF 
FUR.NiTURE. See Claude War
ren. 304 Edwards St. Merkel.

51 tfn.

FOR SALE — Upright freezer. 
Call 29887. Trent. 12-3tc.

R O O F I N G

Let the Lyrfick • Hooks 
Roofing Co-, make your 
estimate U  rerouf yoor
residence or building^__

A LL  WORK G UARANTEE!

We Use GcnoiM 
Rnbberold Materials

LYDICK • HOOKS 
ROOFING CO.

REAL ESTATi:
Goed rental property, large 
2 apartment house and small 
house, BOW renting for over 
$1M a month, all modem, 
OB paved street, comer lot. 
$4.See. reasonable down pay
ment.

Other good investments in 
real estaP. New 3 bedroom 
home. $8.000.

2 Bedroom house, close in. 
$.3.509 (a good buy).

Dowdy & Toombs
FURNITURE

UPHOLSTERING
SEE

IR A
CROSS

ON KENT STREET

W A N T®
Cnitomen that want tbe 
bent In DRY CLEANING. 
Onr MYCBL pmeem off eleaa- 
ing glre« yon jnnt that.
•> PHONE a

Adcock Cleaners
Free PIcknp and Ddhre^j^^

a I
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collection of any towns are as 
vou know. Merkel and Acdïnc.

i

THE FIODUN* SMITHS —  Mr. and Mrs. Ford Smith, 
Sr„ are not only pioneers of this area, hut they play the 
real old-fashioned music. Here they are shtmn practicing 
at their home S4»uth of .Merkel for the (iolden Cavalcade 
biM»ter trips on which they played. Ikilh are tallented mu- 
akians. and there's hardly an old time tune that the 
Smiths can't play.

FORD SMITH ONE OF PIONEER
F.4RMERS IN MERKEL SECTOR

Ford Smith, S... who live« I 
south of Merkel on a farm is one ' 
of the pioneer farmers in this ; 
ares, and wa.« the grandson of i 
Mr. and Mrs Samuel W Smi’ h 
who moved from Virginia to Po
ntotoc Mississippi, before the 
Civil War

In the year of 1851, the Sam
uel Smith, with the help of sev
eral Negro slaves, moved to Mi
lan county, Texas, near Cameron, 
in covered wagons pulled by ox
en, where they acquired a rather 
large farm or plantation, as they 
were known in those days.

They ran this plantation with 
the help of slaves until the Civil 
War, when Samuel W Smith be
came a recruiting oficer for the 
Southern army. The son that was 
old enough went to the front with 
Hoods Texas Brigade, and Ford 
^ t h  s father, Stephen S Smith 
joined the army as soon as they 
would take him, as he was bom 
in 1847. ■ A picture of Stephen

S Smi'h and other Civil War sol- 
dier>i can be seen or, page 1 ; 
of the t.ibiloid sec'ion of this i.s- 
sue of the Merkel Mail.

Following the Civil War. Ford 
Smlth^ father. Samuel, became 
interested in cattle and was one 
of the fir-t to drive cattle up the 
Chisholm trail to Abilene. Kans
as, before here were any rail
roads in Texas

• In the spring of 1888." Ford 
Smith “ my father and mother 
loaded their covered wagon. 
Mother drove the horses this time 
and father, with some hired help, 
drove 300 head of cattle. They 
settled Southeast o f .Abilene on 
what was called Barmer ranch, 
which had been leased by dad 
prevously."

TTiat IS where Ford Smith Sr 
was born November 23, 1888.

In 1881 my dad traded for 
some land south of Merkel and 
at present I live on part of this 
land,” Smith said. ‘ My first re-

the towns wtre new and small, 
•nd the country was new also 
There whs ow n r..nge and there 
were some wih’ nnim.ils, includ
ing panther, deer and antilopes”  

Fences were uniomnion in that 
day. Roads in those days were 
fenced and called lares and such 
things as gravel roads or paved 
streets were unknown. The first 
school in the nei«hborhi>od was 
a one room affair, and Smith be
lieves that the first teacher w as. 
Miss Fannie .McNiece, who later j 
became Mrs. Hen.-y Frazier.

“ .At least she was my first 
teacher. Ford recalls.

The name of the school was 
Rock Crossing and in spite of the , 
early day. the school was good. | 
Smith later atterded school in ' 
Merkel.

The C.audaUippc pasture which 
was stocked with Texas longhorn 
cattle when the Smiths first came 
here was sold in small tracts to 
farmers in about 1904.

This necessitated a larger 
school at a different place The 
new school was named Mount I 
Pleasant. District .50. ,

Smith had the pleasure of help- I 
mg to develop this school into a | 
three teacher, state-aided school j  
This school has since been con
solidated with Merkel.

Smith recalls that in the early I 
days. Merkel was a very small 
place, and Smith recalls that it 
IS about as old as .Abilene and > 
the wagon wards and liXery sta-' 
ble were very prominent places 1 
then. '

Smith said he didn't remember i 
the saloon days in Merkel, as ■

, there are others who could tell | 
that story.

i 1 have always lived in the 
I country.”  Snrith said, “ where the 
coyotes used to howl every night 
if they didn't howl, it was Ion«» ,

I some. Prairie dogs were manv 
and harmles. and rattlesnakes 

, were numerous."
".As you know, you was suppos

ed to keep you eyes peeled for | 
the snakes i

“ In those days the young fe l- ; I lows would ride broncs or calves 
' or run horse races, and the one i 
I who had the best horse or horse I and buggy was elated and though 
he should rank No. 1 with th e ! 
girls.

I “ Do you old timers remember 
about the singing we had Sun- 

I day nights at the neighbors in 
those days?

“Church was first held in the 
I school house and under b.''ush ar- 
I bors Later churches were built.
; .‘iF.E Next Page - SMITH

/
pioneer flags

WFRE NOT

50 YEARS OLD

But FORD pioneered the automobile fieid and 

althouifh we haven't been in huwinesH since 

Merkel was orgranized. we can depend upon 

our experience which is equivilant to more 

than 50 years of servke.

We invite you to visit our showrooms durinf 

the Merkel fiolden Cavalcade, and see just 

how much propress we've made in the year 

we have been here . . .  for this is our first 

anniversary in Merkel.

-J

JOHN MCKINZIE MOTORS

Dan Kralis
C.\NDIDATE FOR 
UNITED STATES

Congress
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE 

17th Congressional District-Democratic Ticket
P L A T F O R M

I. O IL .AND GAS — 40"r depletion allowance instead of 
27‘ snr. With the ever growing move by Eastern self-interest 
groups toward reducing the depletion allowance to 15 or 
even less, the whole economy of the 17th Congressional Dis
trict is being placed in jeopardy. .A large portion of our dis- 
Irirt's population depend directly and indirectly on some 
phase of the oil business. .A reduction in the depletion al
lowance will cause drilling contractors to go bankrupt, throw
ing hundreds of families into debt and without livelihood. 
Risk money will vanish. Marginal oil operators will be forc
ed to shut their wells down. Service companies will go broke. 
Independent geologists and engineers will be out of work. 
Landowners, farmers, and ranchers will be without money 
from lease rentals and bonuses. Landowners will not get their 
lands tested. It is a certainlyV that foreign oil imports will in
crease and the independent oil operator will be squeezed 
out of business.

The 17th Congressional Distrirt. composed of Taylor, 
Jones. Eastland, Stephens. Comanche. Palo Pinto. Erath, No
lan. Fisher, Hamilton. Callahan, and Shackelford counties, is 
the independent oil man's territory. Small fields and margin
al production is the mainstay of our district's economy. Farm
ers and ranchers depend on oil royalties when there is no 
rain and when the market is low on crops and cattle. Merch
ants depend on the oil man's payroll, and the oil man in this 
district depends on the depletion allowance and control of 
foreign oil imports. Lowering the depletion allowance means 
only one thing to we, the people of the 17th CongresaioAal 
Distrirt — a depression in the jniddle of abundance, with 
hundreds of thousands o f barrels of oil layiny untapped and 
unused while our foreign friends grow richer and richer on 
the oil brought into this country while we are growing poor-
er and poorer in our distrirt.

It is axiomatic that with ever continuing depleiion of 
domestic reserves, greater risks, higher exploration costa, we 
need more depletion ollowance, not less. We need vigorous 
representation in Congress, someone who run represent the 
best interests of the people of the 17th Congressional Dis
trict and who will not be pigeon-holed. 1 offer you that rep
resentation. and rest assured that the case of the people of 
the 17th Congressional District against self-interest groups 
and intellectual do nothings will be presented forcefully.
2. THE ‘RAW ’ DEAL THE FAR.MER AND RANCHER IS 
GETTLNG — A solid noncompromising solution must he fortb- 
consing. As you know, when it takes two (true barter) $5# 
rows to buy one S60 suit (parity) something has got to give. 
The farmers and ranchers are sick and tired of coniervation 
and all of the muddled plans and solutions offered them. As 
the agrirulUiml economy goes, so goes our entire social order. 
A depletioh allownnee based on IM*« parity ran be worked 
out for the farmer and rancher. No fancy talk is necessary.

We are slaves of a democracy that is beat on giving the 
fruit and labor of our blood, teors, and sweat away freely to 
foreign friends. 1 say we better start giving ouraelves some 
help first. I am looking to every farmer and rancher to vote 
for me at the July 2Sth primary. This is your battle. You con 
speak your piece aad be confident in the fact that Don Kralis 
is with you all the way. Aa aa cx-ranchcr, I speak sympathet
ically. The farmer 'and rancher, the cog in the wheel that 
lag abased aad oiistreated. We arc peing te put a alep to thla 
injects breath into the economy of the whole nation, is be- 
nonsense — Yon, the people of the 17th Congressional Dia- 
trict, and I as your represcatativc. We are going to give cour
age and hope to all the peoples of this land ami bring hack 
ialo our psvernmeat the dynamic qualities of our founding 
fathers.

3. —  STATES RIGHTS — The Harris Gas SUl. The cenaUtn- 
Ueaal issue is very much prevaleut in the fight to remove un- 
warrsuted federal utility regtdatioa of gas production. When 
the price of Texas products can be determined entirely by 
forces and self-interest groups outside of our atate, it is sady 
s short step to completely rentrklized government, the na- 
tioaaliution of the oil industry, collectivizatlou of the ronch- 
er and farmer, and finally a total welfare state. We mnol have 
vebemeat aad outspoken representation on this matter in 
you, the people of the 17th Congressional District, federal 
Congress. We must uaashamedly keep our roovictiotts. To 
regttlatioB of gas production means that those of you with 
marginal gas lauds and potential gas lands ARE NOT GOING 
to get your lands devHaped. It means that gasoliae plants will 
not be developed. It means that we are ever nearer becom
ing a slave state when we wilT'bc told what wc can do and 
what we cannot do at any given hour of the day.

This Is supposed to be a government by the people and 
for the people, not a government ever increasing its own 
power and rendering the people voiceleos and without re
sources. Every Congressional District in our country must 
awaken to the fact that we, to safeguard our individual liber
ties and freedom, must rhoooe those who will represent we the 
people and bring the Federal Govrenmrnt back to we the 
people, hn as and for us. I pledge this repreoentatiou to ev
ery mao. woman, and child of the 17tk Congretsional District.

4. ABOLISHMENT OF THE EVIL PROGRESSIVE INCOME 
TAX. We must have Rn all-out battle to do away with the 
progressive income tax. Provide for a flat rate tax income 
with a top limit of 22'i*r, plus a Federal Sales tax (hous 
ing, rent, and food exempt). The progressive income tax ful
fills the prophicies of Karl .Marx. Former Collector of Inter
nal Revenue, T. Coleman .Andrews, describes this income tax 
as “ politically unsound." It is right out of the Communist 
Manifesto which declares that a "heas'y and progressive irf 
come tax”  is the first step in destroying a free and competi
tive economy system.

We the people were duped when this income tax law was 
passed. We wre told that it would put the burden of taxes 
on the rich and relieve the poor. But the poor are getting 
poorer, and he rich are getting'richer. A  man with five mil
lion dollars when this law was passed had his five million. 
He could loan it out at S'« interest and make $258.000 per 
year. The poor man got stuck. The more money the poor 
man made, the more he gave the government. During good 
years, the poor man gives practically everything he makes 
to the government. During lean years, the poor man doesn't 
get help from the government. The rich man. who had all 
Tils capital intact whesi this silly income tax law was passed, 
steps in and forecloses oa the poor nun in lean years. There 
tere BO real millionaires except thc»se who were millionaires 
before this evil iaccHue tax law was passed, and they are 
getting richer aad richer while the poor man has no oppor
tunity to make aad save money and enjoy some of the finer 
things of life.

? Such a tax system is directly opposed to the first prin
cipals of the Ameriraa form of goverameat under the Can- 
wtituUoB. 1 is a completely nnliinited tax arbitrarily grad
uated to discriminate against the sucessful aad against the 
forgotten man of the middle and low ineonw groups who poy 
most of the governasent's hUla. Have roufidence in me. Be
lieve me. I will have a good deal more to tell you about this 
befbre July 2Sth aad 1 know each and everyone of you will 
want to do away with this nnforgivable law that canght we 
the people with our guard dawn.

5. FOREIGN POLICY — THE GIVE-AWAY RACE. The 
“big brihe” to keep our forign fpeuds from going commuals- 
tic is one of the saddest situations ia Amerirgn history. The 
Senate latenul Securitl Committee found that 1( jvasa't pov
erty and hunger that made Communisto, but a f^{nt for 
power among demagogs and a deluded idealism amonjf 
tellectuals. The Russians are not giving anything away. They 
are making loans and barter deals aad getting a raUc's 
worth for every ruble they pBl out. There ia something 
craven in the spectacle of our “rich” and powerful govern
ment which thinks it must scatter randy around the world 
lest it find itself alone and friendless. The facts seem ta 
be that our largess bought ns ao fricads aad earned us more 
resentment than good will.

AMERICAN PRIVATE C A P ^ A L  is wUling Mid evoj'TSg- 
or to sock iamatment abraad sad aader private msMaftiiatnl 
M wanld pradnee reauMs. Vou aad I do not have to give the 
foverament money so it con throw H away for aa. With our 
gieo-away piwgram aad lack 'af aasuraace that private In- 
veotmeat would be aeenre against eonfiacatioa or nationalixa- 
tion ia the name of soeiaHat progress, private capiUI has a 
rongh time. I do not deny that a shortage of capital is the 
great handicap to industrial development ia the countries on 
onr aid list, hut why can’t it be obtHned ou the same terma 
that Aaserica ahtained fnuda that davelapad his conntiy? 
Are we scUiug democratic capital ism or sorisllini? Let no etof 
this nonsense far once and for all.

Gather around me every woman, man, and child through- 
out this Congressional District and we will make the first 
jstep toward regaining onr Uberues and voicing the opinion

t the man in the street, the bread earner, the employer, 
employee, the fanner sad the rancher. AH af snr Inter- 

bWe in the 17th Cengremtonal I^trict are commen and like 
Jnteraats. ^

I pledge myself befere GOD to represent yon uncompro- 
mUaiBgly and defend our I'niied States ConstitHtion as a 
living document meeting the needs of a great growing, pow
erful, technologically advanced, setf-govenuag republic.

We cannot and will not allow the liberties and self gnv- 
♦vnment provided in this great document to be endangered 
J>y iatelicctnal “do gooders" who would have us give onr 
life’s blood, onr money, our freedom, and anr way of life 
ia exehaage for a lifeless philosophy and sscialist economy 
which only the bees aad ants seem to eapoy.

NOTE: —  My platform is presented at this early date in the 
tunity to form your own campaign groups in my behalf to 
campaigu to give those of yen who favor my stand aa opper- 
carry the message to every man, wamaa aad child In the dis
trict. This is not a political campaign. It ia a crusade to 
bring ns back aur self-respect and strong representation ia 
Congress by the people aad far the people.

Write to me, call me, visit me, 306 Commerce Bldg., Abilene
Mailing Address -B ox  1992, Abilene, Tex.-Phones 2-8996,2-9621
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MAX NELLINGER, ONCE A $3 A 
. WEEK MAN, CELEBRATES HIS 
f 36TH ANNIVERSARY IN MERKEL

Thirty-six years ago Max Mel- 
^er strolled into Merkel to 

out a stock of dry goods he 
purchased, and he liked the 
so well that he’s still here 

and celebrating his 36fh an- 
Hf\'e»'sary along with the Golden 
Jubilee.

The Mellinger family have be
come stable citizens, and the 
parents, along with three boys, Is- 
adore. Meyer and Sylvan, are all 
active in civic affairs of the town. 
’  Mellinger, an affable merch
ant who built a small store 
into one of the largest stocks In 
West Texas, was born in Czech- 
oslavakia, where he spent his 
youth. He went to New York at 
the age of 14. and went to work 
at $3 a week to start earning just 
enough money to pay his boat 
fa.'e from New York to Houston.

He continued on to Lubbock, 
Texas, where he met up with two 
older brothers who had proceed- 
eded him to Texas.

SMITH From Page €

but since have been abandoned. 
! mostly as you know, to go to 
?church in town.

“ Speaking of early day farm
ing. the fellows my age will re
member when we walked and 

> plowed with single row equip- 
* nvent and later we rode with two 
Ibw equipment, horse drawn im- 

“plements. and now we have the 
modem tractors of various makes 
and sises.

“Truly it has been an era of 
irogress for which 1 think we 
lioald be thankful.*’
Smith’s father’s family, which 

ansMed of six children, have 
died, except one sister, Minna 
Campbell and Ford Smith Sr. 

FH>rd was married to Ida May 
rd October 17, 1909, and in 

they’ll celebrate their 
tieth wedding anniversary.
The Smiths have five living 

lildren. Morris B. Smith., Ford 
Smith Jr., Mrs. Della Henslee, 

.Mrs. Ruth Hogan and Jack L. 
Smith.

Smith concluded bis interview 
h this statement;
I have always been a farmer 

have seen quite a few hail 
es and lots of sand storms. 
I glad I ’m still living and 

see after my business.”

Soon after arriving in Texas, 
Mellinger started right to work. 
His fir.st business was peddling 
dry goods items out of a pack 
which was carried on his back. Of 
course his mode of travel was 
via foot until enough money 
could be saved to buy a pair of 
mules and a large covered wagon. 
"My mules were considered the 
finest and the meanest by every
one.” says Mr. Mellinger.

Peddling in the Austin, Blan
co. Johnson City, Junction, Me
nard, Rock Springs, and Sonora 
area continued until he was mar
ried in 1913, at which time he 
went into the dry goods business 
in Johnson City, Texas, possess
ing, possibly the only store in 
the entire country with plate 
glass show windows.

There he had as his customers 
his fine friends with whom he 
had done business while peddl
ing.

Numbered among this group 
were the very fine parents of L\ 
S. Senator, Lyndon B. Johnson. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Mellinger can 
recall the many times Lyndon 
would come through the back 
door of the store to run errands 
for his HMther and run and play- 
in the store just like any other 
boy.

*T sold Lyndon his first pair 
of long trousers, and he still re- 
emembers it, too,”  Mellinger re
calls.

It was in Johnson City that 
their first son. Isadore, was born. 
About three years later moved to 
Waelder, Texas, operated a busi
ness there briefly, and moved to 
Kennedy, Texas. In the mean
time. a .secoid son, Meyer, was 
born in Lubbock, Texas. It was 
during their residence in Ken
nedy that Sylvan was bom.

It was on a week end In San 
.\ntonio, Texas, that Mellinger 
heard of Merkel forr the first time 
in 1920; and at the same time 
learned that a location was avail
able.

He lost no time getting to Mer
kel, and after looking over the 
town and seeing the friendliness 
of all the people, decided immedi
ately that this is where he want
ed to live. So that was the be
ginning of the present Max Mel
linger Department Store which

M A X ...........25 Years Ago

had it’s beginning at the present 
location —  131-137 Edwards St 
Since 1920 in a small building 
with a limited selection. Max 
Mellinger Department Store has 
grown such that it is one of the 
largest in all West Texas.

In 1933 a branch store was es
tablished In Livingston, Texas, 
and in 1936 another was opened 
in Clarendon, Texas. Both were 
operated until 1942, when the 3 
Sons entered the Military Service. 
Isadore was in 4 years, serving 
as 1st Lt., Med. Adm. Corps.; Sy
lvan 3 1-2 years as Staff Sgt., 
Finance Department of the Ah’ 
Corps; Meyer 3 years as Sgt. D 
S. Army. The 3 boys each grad 
uated from Merkel High School 
and attended Texas University.

Always interested in civic en
terprises and functions. Max, a 
charter member of Merkel Lions 
Club, Merkel Chamber of Com
merce, Masonic Lodge, Scottish 
Rite Bodies, and the Shrine. The 
same for Isadore.

Sylvan belongs to the Chamber 
of Comerce. Masons. Scottish 
Rote, Shrine and is active in civ
ic work. Meyer belongs to the 
Chamber of Commerce, and Lions 
and participates in activities for 
the l^tterment of Merkel.

“The 36 years spent ip Merkel 
hav been 36 happy years for all 
of us, and I can honestly say that 
the finest people on Earth live 
right here,”  says Mellinger.

t f f / . V

I  tromtiir
DAYS ̂

Jimmy Russell was weekend 
guest of his parents and was ac
companied by Miss Loretta Cart
er of Newoieo, Mo. and attend
ed the graduation exercises of 
his brother, Jerry. Other guests 
were Miss Troy Roberts and Mr. 
and Mrs. Marion Hay of Cohoma, 
Texas.

Isadore. Meyer and Sylvan Then

BLUE BONNET H. D.
CLUB MET M AY 22

The Blue Bonnet Home Dem
onstration Club held a called 
meeting. Tuesday, May 22 in the 
home of Mrs. Frank Bmovak.

After the business meeting. 
Mrs. Sam Butnran Jr. gave a very 
good demonstration on the dress
ing and freezing of poultry for 
home use.

Refreshments were served to 11 
members, 1 visitor. Mrs. A. D. 
Scott. The next regular meeting 
will be June 5 in the home of 
Mrs. .\uthor Moore. The program 
will be on the backgrounds for 
the “ Living Room.” Roll call on 
“ What I Plan To Do To Improve 
My Living Room.”

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Carlisle of 
Venus, Texas were Sunday vis
itors of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Fos
ter.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO MERKEL 
ON ITS SOtli 
ANNIVERSARY

FOR M AN Y TEARS WE HAVE PIONEERED

THE W A Y  IN  THE OIL AND  GASOLINE

BUSINESS IN  MERKEL. IT  HAS BEEN OUR

PLEASURE TO SERVE GULF PRODUCTS 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS V IC IN ITY  OVER

THE PAST 20 YEARS. WE TAKE TIME OUT

TO SALUTE THE PIONEERS. AND WIoH

MERKEL A  H APPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY AND

SUCCESS TO THE

\
1

G O L D E N  C A V A L C A D E

C. F. CURB T  GULF DISTRffiUTOR

JUNE 7-8-9
M E R K E L ’ S G O L D E N  C A V A L C A D E

We stop to pause at this time
honor the pioneers who made it

*

possible for us to develop this 
country into the ideal place to live. 
We hope the pioneers of yesteryear 
will come and visit us during the 
celebration of Merkel’s 50th 
anniversarv.a

WILSON FOOD STORE
RAY WILSON

Join Us
I N  C E L E B R A T I N G

M E R K E L ’ S G O L D E N

CAVALCADE
H e are prood to be a part 
of a thriving communty 
which has had so mnch 
history over the past 50 
years. Wje urge you to 
attend Merkel’s celebration.

B R A G G ’ S
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1 NOODLE NEWS
Guests Sunday in the Dock Cal-' 

laway home were the following 
kirs. Oneida Melton and daugh
ter, Mrs. \ ernell Clement. No.'- 
nian and Derrell, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Pryar from Odes.sa

UP THE
CANYON

Mr. and Mrs. E. T Dixon and 
boys went to church at Turby 
Sunday and Buffalo Gap for 
lunch.

By TOM RISSOM
Everyone is still looking for 

that ctiod rain that we are need
ing so badly

Mr. and Mi's Harold Sloan 
from Merkel spent Sunday even
ing with their parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Troy Sloan.

There is quite a hit of (»"ed 
and cotton up over the area Pas 
tures are good and livestock are 
doing fine. Stock tank«» are full 
of water.

Mr and Mrs. Clarence Eoff 
from Calif., are visiting his bro
ther, Odell Eoff and family and 
Andreg Barbee and famu..

Sheep shearing is still in full 
swing up the Canyon, but will 
all be sheared out this week if 
the weather is suitable.

KIMBELLS FINE FOODS

Mr and Mrs. George Cooner 
spent the week-end at Big Spring 
with Mr. and Mrs. Ted Mc.\ninch 
and two daughters.

Some mo'.'e oil leasing took 
place this week up the Canyon 
The leases reported going at 
SIOOO per acre, which is still 
gO'.Kj

• • •

Visiting in the Bill Caldwell 
home over the weekend were 
Mr. and Mrs. W D Clements 
and sons and Mr. and Mrs. Daryl 
Wood and David of Snyder.

This Saturday night is the reg
ular meeting date for the Com
munity Club meeting. Everyone 
is invited to attend. There will 
be a box supper to rai.se money 
to carry on the work in the com
munity.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jones and 
children spent the weekend at 
Hediey. Texas.

Rev John Ferguson, pastor of
Pioneer Church, has returned to

Mr. and Mrs. E J. Ellis spent 
Sunday at Rockwood with Mr and 
Mrs. Dave Ellis.

serve the church for another; 
year This is his third year at 
Pioneer Church !

V’acation Bible Clas.s is in pro
gress at the Baptist Church. Fin
al exercises will be Friday night.

'w-hool IS out Mulberry Cany-1 
on had about 50 pupils attend
ing. In davs past each of the i 
three schools in the Canyon had 
more pupils than that '

Mr. and M-s Barney V. Cross 
and fanuly of .\nson and W V 
Cross of Noodle spent Sunday in 
Idalou, Texas with Mr. Cross’s 
brother.

Ford Butman was delegate to 
the Annual .Methodist Conference 
in Big Springs, while there he 
N isited his sister, Mrs. J B Sloan 
and family

Jerry Ga.dner has undergone 
surgery on his eye in the Houston 
where he has been for a long 
while.

Mr and Mrs 
and son. Larry.

Bobby Toliver
IS also house i

guest in this home of Mr. 
Mrs. Nutt for the w ?ek.

and

Mr and Mr-:. John Winters of 
Abilene visited his sister and hus
band. Mr and Mrs. Waldo Cox, 
Sunday.

Mrs. Elvie Clemmer and children 
of Ft Stockton. Texas are visit
ing her mother, Mrs. Josie Shanks 
for several days.

Eighth Grade 
Honor Winners

The ranking students in the 
three eighth grad? classes were 
announced last week.

Mvs. D. W. F’athree's room 
Highest ranking girl. Janice 

Windham. 96.5: highest ranking 
boy, Cornnell Higgins. 90; great
est improvement. Sherry Ann 
Hobb.-

Mrs. Norir.an Winters and Mrs 
Don Estes room

Highest ranking girl Ritsy 
West, 95.5. high?st ranking ooy. 
Mike Farley 95: g.-eatest im 
provement. Patricia Johnson 

Leon Walker's room 
Highest ranking girl. Marv Mc- 

Keever, 96 06. highest ranking 
boy, Fernando Moreno. 91 17, 
greatest improvement, Raymond 
Shugart.

^r. and M.s Richard Mitchell 
an'* son Kenneth, of Pampa. Tex- 
a.s. .Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Glenn, 
Nancq Jo, Michael and Nelda of 
Breckenridge, Mr and M.̂ s. T. 
C Mehaffey and Gave, of Abt- 
lene, Mr. and Mrs .A Glenn. Mr. 
and Mrs. William 3. Crooker,-
Karen and Bill Bia Spring,
.>i>ent Sunday wit ’. m.other, j
.M.̂ s. Minnie Glenn also Mr. and I 
Mrs. W .A Stockridre j

R. B Horton of Abilene visit 
ed with hij mother Mrs Hugh 
Campbell, Friday.

Mi.ss May Warren had as guest 
Tuesday night Gertie Harris of 
Abilene. On Wcifiesday they vis
ited a cousin in Sweetwale,'.

Mary Collins visited ovt ♦re 
weekend and ?.londay in Plain 
view wilii .Mr. and Mrs. J M. Col 
tins and a part time in Lubbock 
with Mr and Mrs. Elmo Collins, 
to attend 1956 graduation activi
ties of Tech College Her niece, 
Ann Collins. Plainview, Texas. 
wai> candidate for graduation 
and one of the honor’s received | 
by Miss Collins this year was that 
of t>»*ing selected by the student | 
tiody as Tech’s ’ Woman of the ¡’ 
Year.’

THE WHEELER REIMON
W ILL BE HELD

Saturday and Sunday 
June 2 and 3

AT THE

COMMUNITY CENTER IN MERKEL

QUEEN
THEATRE -  PHONE 248

FRIDAY & SATI RDAY —  JI'NE I - 2 

DOl'BLE FEATl RE

“KING DINOSAUR” 
“Monster From the Ocean Floor”

SUNDAY A MONDAY —  Jl NE 3 • 4

GUY MADISON —  V IR (;IN IA  LEITH 

JOHN HODIAK —  DEAN JAGGER

*00 The Threshold of Space’
IN CINEMASCOPE AND COLOR

/

U-

KimbeU's Midt;et

SWEET PICKLES -  -
Kimbell's —  IS-oz.

PEANUT BUHER -
Kinihell’s — 2t*oz.

WAFFLE SYRUP -  -
Kimbell's — 20-«z.

RED PLUM JAM -
Kim beirü  —  303

SPINACH
KimbeH’s —  30.’t — W HOLE

GREEN BE.\NS -
Kimbell's —  303

GREEN LIM AS- - - - -
Kimbell's —  No. 2

BLACKEYT PE.AS -  -
Diamond 'Speckled

LIMA BEA.NS -
Kimbell

NA -  Chunk -  Light
Diamond — 303

TOMATOES- - - - - - - -
Kimbell's

OLEO -  -  -  -
KIM DOG FOOD -  -

2 pints

- - jar 39c
- -  jar 2 9 c
-  glass 2 9 c  

2 cans 2 5 c  

2 cans 3 5 c
-2  cans 3 5 c  

2 cans 2 9 c  

2 cans 19c
-  -  can 2 5 c  

2 cans 2 5 c
- 2 lbs. 3 9 c  

2 cans 15c

S P E C I A L S
Thurs. - Fri. - Sat. 

May 30th -  jane 1 - 2nd

Fresh

TOMATOES ctn. 15e
Sunkist

LEM O NS---lb . 12c
Fresh

K. Y. BEANS -  -  lb. 23c
F resh

SQUASH- - - - - - - - - - lb. 7c
1

9c
Fresh Florida

ORANGES- - - - - - lb.
Vine Ripe Pound

CANTALOUPES 9c
White Rose

SPUDS - 5 lb. bag 39c

M IR A C LEW H IP fi pt 29c

PEACHES Anytime 
2*/2 Can -  2  for

Domino
S U G A R - 1 0  lbs. —

SHORTENIN« S f E

* E t e a
Del .Monte —  303

WHITE CORN -  -  -  2 for 3 3 c

with Big Glass -  >/4 lb.
BRIGHT & EARLY

\

Mi.ssion

SWEET PEAS -  2 for 2 9 c  

-  2 cans I9 c  

Spaghetti & .MEAT BALLS 2 cans 3 9 c

O X Y D O L
Giant

.Austex —  300

CHILI BEANS - 59c
.\ustex —  .300

Hormel —  Dairy Brand

BACON lb. 4 5
Choice Beef

Chnek Roast
Hormel Ail .Meat

FRANKS
.Assorted

LUNCH MEAT

ib.39<
-  -  lb. 3 9 c
-  -  lb. 49c

T I D E
Giant
59c

Sunshine

Crackers lb. 2 3 c
Sunshine

Candy, cello 19c

te*JlARD

2CansFo
19c

i
and yo», too, will clioosi '  * " * '•

C H E E R
Giant
59c

G u m o u  2 7 »;«̂
GLADIOIA

F L O U R

,Wil.son —  Cured |

H A M -h a lf or whole --Ib . 5 3 c
“Choice —  Boneless

ROLLED ROAST -  -  -
.( hoice I4eef

ROUND STEAK
Hormel Pure Pork

lb. 39c 
lb. 73c

10-lb. Bag
79c

H o l l y w o o d  S t a r  S P E C I A L !

SAVE 4P
Hollywood'« fivorHo

(juitÂe-OietMÊâiaiMhf
a tllt tO  WITH tiljtOlIV

N«v«r Orlos...N
«

/ k  the 
to

Sausage 89‘
Fresh Beef or Pork

LIV|R Ib. 29

219 EDWARDS ST. —  PHONE 250

CatMn
WE GIVE PREMIUI

Free Mteiirery Free Farhii
ON $9.00 OR MORE 

MON.. WED. MMl FBI. at 4:00
-NEXT TO QUEEN 

OR CROSS STREET

11


