
Keeping Up 
With Texas
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SweetwaU*r passt-d its 500th con
secutive day of deathless traffic early 
Saturday morninjr- It was on Aug. 
Ŝ ', lit39, that the last traffic death 
within the city limits occurred.

Shipments of live stock from Tex
as ranches during November totaled 
7.94S cars, only 2.8 per cent below 
November, 1039, the University of 
Texas bureau of research has an
nounced.

While the mother made futile at
tempts to save thimi, a 2-year-old 
and a 6-week-old child dic'd in the 
flames of a two-room house and ad- 
joininfr trailer house at Brownfield 
Thursday afternoon, Jan. 2. The 
mother, Mrs. Walter Purj’ear, was 
at lunch when the fire started from 
a wood stove in the house. The fath
er, a truck driver, was reported in 
Del Rio.

Capt Euifene C. Tips o f Scguin 
and Sergt. Hector Ckessie of Brooks 
field, San Antonio, were instantly 
killed Thursday, Jan. ¡A when their 
plane crashed near the Laredo coun
try cli/b.

Alvin Brown was killed by the dis- 
chargre of a (fun in a burningr house 
Thursday, Jan. 2, at Dawson. He had 
joined several others in fiphting the 
flames when the accident occurred.

Reuben Williams, who recently was 
named casualty insurance commis
sioner, was last week appointed by 
Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel as state life 
insurance commissioner, succeeding 
the late Walter Woodward.

William E. House, 88, died Satur
day at Wichita Falls, three days after 
the death of liis 80-year-old wife to' 
whom he had been married 61 years. 
Joint funeral seiAices were held Sun
day.

Rev. Ben Crow, 66, a retired Meth
odist minister, was killed at Waco 
Monday when his automobile was in 
collision with another. It was 'Waco’s 
first traffic fatality of 1941.

National Guard Private Charles M. 
Ehlinger of Devine died of injuries 
received in an auto accident near 
Cross Plains late Saturday night. 
Five companions were injured but 
none seriously, when the automobile 
skidded on a curve, left the highway 
and turned over.

Announcement was made Satur
day that Forth Worth had been se
lected by the war department for 
eatablisltoent on a 1,200-acre tract 
Bite at Lake Worth of a $10,000,000 * 
assembly plant for bombing planes 
of the Consolidated A ircraft cor
poration.

John Newton Montgomery, 60, 
was killed Tuesday on highway 80 
west o f Weatherford, when struck by 
a truck. He had come to W’eatherford 
from Vivian, Okla., and was employ
ed at Camp Wolters near Mineral 
Wells.

Luther Hall, 46, cement worker, 
Dallas, was killed instantly Monday 
afternoon when a truck blew a tire 
and crashed head-on into a small 
concrete bridge on highway 77 (to 
Denton) about four miles north of 
Dallas.

Z. N. Anderson, 44, Dallas, and an 
unidentified Mexican were killed, and 
Jack P. Tuttle, 23, Dallas, was bad
ly injured in a head-on automobile 
crash 12 miles east o f San Angelo 
early Tuesday night.

Robert Horton, 14, was shot and 
killed Tuesday at his home in San 
Antonio, apparently by the acciden
tal dischargre o f his 30-30 rifle. He 
was found in the studio of the home 
on the second floor.

Jesse Franklin Wallace, 18, was 
crushed to death Tuesday by a fa ll
ing tree while at work with his fath
er on a farm in the Arcadia cosn- 
munity near Center. Heeding a 
shouted w’aming from his father 
when the tree started falling in a 
direction other than that intended, 
the youth ran directly under it.

Four navy fliers, H. E. Neff, L. J. 
Hughes, Frank E. Reche, Jr., and A. 
M. Perry, who escap«*d death in a 
bomber accident near Big Spring 
Thursday, Jan. 2, when the fifth 
man to bail out from the bomber, W. 
F. Perchich, was killed in the jump, 
were among eleven fliers who perish
ed Saturday night in a flaming naval 
transport which crashed in a rain
storm southeast o f San Diego, Calif.

Construction is expected to begin 
immediately on the new 32-room ad
dition to the administration building 
of ,the Woodmen Circle home, west 
of .Sherman on highway 82.

Big Spring voters Wednesday ap
proved by a 16-1 margin a bond issue 
of $25,000 looking toward develop
ment of their municipal airport as 
an item in the national defense pro-
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MERKEL PTA TO 
HOLD AFTERNOON 

SESSION JAN. 15
Mectin); Scheduled in (¡ramrnar 

School Auditorium, 4 P. .M.; 
I*rincipal of .Vbilene H i k h 
School to Speak.

The January meeting of the Mer
kel Parent-Teacher association to be 
held at the Graimmar School audi
torium on Wednesday afternoon, 
Jan. 15, at 4 p. m., will be devoted to 
the timely subject of “ Economic 
Security,’’ with H. S. Fatheree, prin
cipal of Abilene High school and 
member of the State P.-T. A. execu
tive board, as principal speaker on 
the subject, “ Flaming While Learn
ing.’’

Mr. Fathei-ee is state P.-T. A. 
chairman of school education in the 
P.-T. A. department o f education 
and is an excellent as well as well- 
informed speaker. Miss Miunie Ellis 
is to be leader for the program and 
ar local art teacher in local schools 
will present an art demonstration of 
work, as taught in the Merkel fifth, 
sixth and seventh grades, exhibiting 
work as it is explained.

Sixth grade room mothers will act 
as hostesses, and music will be in 
charge o f the music chairman. Miss 
Billie Gardner. Mrs. Norman Hodge 
will preside over the business .session. 
All friends and patrons of the schools 
are invited.

A meeting of the executive com- 
n ittee, composed of all P.-T. A. of
ficers and chairmen of all commit
tees, is called by the president, Mrs. 
Hodge, for 3:.30 p. m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, preceding the general as
sociation meeting. Discussion o f the 
budget and of the finance commit
tee’s suggestions for projects for this 
school year is She saain basinces on 
schedule. All officers and chairmen 
are urged to be present.

TW O ROAD SIGNS 
POINT TO MERKEL  

FROM CAMPSITE
Two large road signs will direct 

soldiers anti camp employees, visitors 
and travelers to Merkel from the 
View campsite, as result of the e f
forts o f the Merchants Trade Ex- 
ten.sion association of Merkel, of 
which W. O. Boney is president. Mr. 
Boney is acting chairman of the com
mittee attending to the details.

Pointing to Merkel from an ad
vantageous position on the roadside 
at View is a large sign, 7 by 12 feet, 
reading: “ We welcome you to the 
best little town in Texas —  Friendly 
Churches, Splendid Schools, True 
Western Hospitality —  Merkel, 13 
■miles.’ ’

A large sign, 11 1-2 by 38 feet, 
placed on the north side of highway 
80, facing the View road at the Ely 
crossing, will depict a typical cow
girl on horseback and a similar word
ing of the welcome to “ Merkel 4 
miles.“

Stanley Robert (kx)k, 4, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. L. Cook of Texon, died 
hi a San Angelo hospital Wednesday 
sight o f barns safforod Monday when 
bis elothing caught fire as he played 
wHh isatehss at hooM.

Johnny Cox Serves as 
Luncheon Toastmaster

In the absence of President R. T. 
Gray, Johnny Cox, superintendent of 
the Taylor Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
served as toastmaster for the lunch
eon of the Lions club Tuesday.

For the opening number a verse 
of “ .America”  was sung, led by Rev. 
Marvin Boyd, Methodist pastor, who 
also gave the invocation. Tracy 
Campbell of Lamesa, a former Mer
kel Lion, was the only guest.

Reports were heard from the 
Goodfellows committee on distribut
ing Christmas baskets and from W. 
O. Boney on the progress of erecting 
advertising signs directing people to 
Merkel from View. Toastmaster Cox 
referred to the Christmas lighting 
contest, reciting the high praise giv
en Merkel home-owners by the judges 
who were from out o f town.

Plans lor annual ladies’ night were 
deferred until next meeting, owing 
to prevalence of so much sickness in 
the city.

K two-day celebration is planned 
by the Taylor Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., for next week-end, Jan. 17-18, 
to mark energizing part o f the lines, 
Supt. Cox announced.

-------------- o -----

Former Merkel Man 
Buried at Rose Hill

Robert Gray Halstead, 78, former 
resident of the Merkel section, died 
unexpectedly Saturday afternoon at 
his home, 1133 Locust street, Abi
lene.

Funeral services were held at the 
Elliott funeral chapel there Sunday 
afternoon with Ellis Grubbs, Church 
of Christ minister, officiating, and 
burial MIowed in Rose Hill cemeter>’ 
here.

Mr. Halstead was born in Coryell 
county July 22, 1862, and had lived 
in Taylor county 23 years.

Survivors include his wife, three 
daughters, one son, two brothers, 10 
grandchildren and one gi'eat-grand- 
child. Hit wile is a cousin of Mrs. 
Edith Gilmore.

"Blast Hell Out of Gennany."
Washington, Jan. 9.— Senator Car

ter Glass o f Virginia celebrated his 
eighty-third birthday Saturday by 
asserting diet the United SUtee 
navy ahoald be sent over to blast hell 
out of Germany.”

Sears Estate Test 
Estimated Good for 
500 Barrels Per Day
Estimated as high as 500 barrels 

per day, the Humble Oil & Refining 
company No. 2 J. C. Sears estate 
promises opening of the second Swas
tika sand pool east o f the old Noodle 
Creek field.

T^e wildcat, two miles south of 
the first Swastika pool and about 
the same distance east of the Noodle 
Creek field discovery area, filled 
Tuesday and flowed by heads within 
three hours after a ten-foot section 
of the sand had been drilled.

Saturation in the Swastika wa.- 
topped at 3,010 feet and drilled t« 
a total dept'i o f 3,020 feet, the wel! 
filling 800 feet in the first hour.

Underreaming of casing to cement 
a plug was delayed Wednesday un
til the well could be killed.

Two ouM>oat* t* fhe new Stith pool, 
opened in December by the No. 1. F. 
B. Kelso, have been staked by Dan- 
ciger Oil A Refineries, Inc., of Fort 
Worth. Northwest offset is No. 2 Kel
so, and the firm ’s No. 1 H. E. Gale 
et al to the southeast is the second 
starter.

The Tex Harvey Oil company (A r 
thur Harvey of Dallas) No. 1 L. N. 
McRee, southwest o f Trent, has 
been abandoned without showings 
other than a gas section near 2,800 
feet. It was plugged at 6,210 feet. 

-------- — « --------------

Adopt Rules for Boys*
Live Stock ExhibiHon

C. H. Collinsworth, vocational ag
riculture teacher at Merkel High 
school, attended a meeting o f county 
agents and vocational , agriculture 
teachers from six counties held Mon
day night at the Wooten hotel, Abi
lene, at which time rules and regu
lations governing the West Centra: 
Texas Boys’ Live Stock show, to be 
held in Abilene Feb. 24-25, were 
adopted.

Roscoe Blankenship, chairman of 
the agricultural committee o f the 
Abilene chamber of commerce, spon
sor o f the 13-county show, presided 
for the meeting. Knox Parr, county 
agent and chairman of the live stock 
committee, directed the round table 
discussion.

Counties represented were Taylor, 
Shackelford, Runnels, Fisher, Nolan 
and Coke.

FIRST SECTION OF 
TAYLOR EIÆCTRIC 
TO BE ENERGIZED

Two Day Celebration Planned; 
Dates Tentatively S e t  f o r  
Next Week-End, Pending Ar
rival of Material, Etc.

Supt Robinson Attends 
Conference a t Austin

Wanted — an old smoked kerosene 
lamp and a corrugated washboard, 
both of horse-and-buggy days vintage.

Typifying the transition from 
farm drudgery to modern living, 
these outmoded articles will be buried 
deep in the corner of the sub-station 
lot of Taylor Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., as part o f the celdxration plan
ned to be held in Merkel when the 
first section of the REA project is 
energized.

Date for the energization of this 
portion of the lines has not been 
definitely set, Supt. Cox stated 
Thursday morning, but the celebra
tion will probably take place Friday 
and Saturday of next week, Jan. 17- 
18, depending upon the arrival of 
sub-station transformers, which have 
been delayed.

The first section of project “ A ” 
which will be put into service will 
consist of 200 miles and will include 
the followring communities: Blair,
Butman, Divide. Maryneal and Cot
tonwood to the southwest; Union 
Ridge and to the Joe Winter farm 
to the northwest; Salt Branch, StitJi 
and Hodges to the northeast, and 
Tye, Pleasant Hill, Buffalo Gap, 
Iberis, Potosi and western Callahan 
county to the southeast.

“ Some few houses still have not 
been wired,”  Mr. Ck)x said. “ These 
must be wired and inspected several 
days in advance of energiiatior 
date.”

Unless delayed further In getting 
oMtaiial, or by bod weather, all ot 
the 400 miles o f line will be energis
ed soon after Feb. 1, according to 
Mr. Cox.

Plans for the celebration next week 
include a display by electrical dealers 
of the area in some central building, 
and representatives freon the REA, 
members of the Tsylor county unit 
and all the people o f Merkel and 
surrounding territory will partici
pate. ,, '

-------------- o ■ ■

Joint Installation
To Be Held Jan. 14

BADGERS ARE  
UNDEFEATED IN  

COUNTY LEAGUE
With victories over I.«wn and 

Trent, Merkel is undefeated in the 
Taylor county tournament. In the 
game with Lawn last Friday night, 
Merkel emerged the winner by a score 
of 37-22 and on Tuesday night, the 
team won over Trent, 20-12.

Because of a tournament at Trent, 
die game scheduled with Bradshaw 
for Friday night will be played in 
the gym here this Thursday night. 
Next game scheduled for the boys 
is with Ovalo, to be played here next 
Friday night, Jan. 17.

In the line-up. Coach Benson lists 
regulars as follows; Hickam, center; 
Cox, Melton, guards; Barbee, Cade, 
forwards; Smith, first alternate.

Supt. Connor Robinson returned 
Tuesday night from Austin, where 
he had attended a school administra
tors’ conference, called by State 
Superintendent L. A. Woods. The 
conference, which lasted two days, is 
an annual affair.

Others going with Supt. Robinson 
were Ed Williams o f Loraine, Gerald 
Collinsworth o f Rotan, Ira Lauder
dale of Westbrook and Roy Coles, 
Itfitchell county superintendent. 

-------------- o--------------
Record of Birth«.

Girl, to Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bsn- 
nyfMd, Saturday, January 4, 1941.

Girl, to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Ale- 
wina, Wodnssdny, January 8, 1941.

Officers o f the Merkel Grove of 
the Woodmen Circle and the local 
camp of the Woodmen of the World 
will be installed in a joint ceremony 
and open house on Tuesday night, 
Jan. 14, beginning at 7:30, at the 
Woodman Hall.

Officers of the Woodmen of the 
World to be installed are: Watt 
Blair, council cosnmander; A- D. Ful 
ton, advisor; W. H. Barnett, bank 
er; W. M. Elliott, secretary; Lloyd 
Harris, escort; Joe Riney, watch 
man; Seth Morgan, sentry; A . P 
Peterson, auditor; R. H. Mathews 
and Audrey Witcher, hold-over audi 
tors.

The following officers of the Wood 
men Circle will be installed: Lillie 
Bai-nett, guardian; Katie (Church 
past guardian; Nancy Policy, ad
visor; Pearl Hollinsworth, secretary; 
Ruby Barnett, chaplain; Roasie How
ell, musician; Alice Wallace, attend
ant; Bea Reeves, assistant attend
ant; Lillian Mathews, captain; 
Maurine White, banker; Verdie Pat 
terson, Irene Barnes, Edith Perry, 
auditors; Mae Seago and Lucy Bon 
neaux, sentinels; Winnie Turner, 
correspondent to the Tidings; Ruby 
Barnett, reporter.

-------------- o

Local Talent Broadcast 
Over KXOX 6:30 Friday

The following numbers will be pre
sented over KXOX in Sweetwater 
Friday afternoon from 6:30 to 7 
o’clock;

“ Ferryboat Serenade”  and "On the 
Streets o f Singapore,”  sung by 
Gwendolyn Renfro; “ The Roeary”  
and "Only Forever,”  by Veltie Tur
ner : two piano numbers will be giv
en by Pearl Mathews, “ Romance in 
A ”  and "Tramp, Tramp, Tramp,”  by 
Victor Herbert. Ben Robert Hicks 
will sing "God Bleee Aamriea”  and 
" I  Am An American.”

Christine Collins will neeompnny 
the vocal numbers.

"E(»nonuc Security” 
Program Topic fo r  
Trent PTA Meeting

Trent, Jan. 9 .— January meeting 
of the Trent Parent-Teacher associa
tion, to be held next Tuesday even
ing will be sponsored by the men of 
the organization, with T. B. Friend, 
school principal, as leader. Enter
tainment is to be furnished by the 
9th and 10th grades.

The topic is “ Economic Security,” 
and the program will include talks 
by Karl Bonneaux of Goodman on 
“ Dignity and Worth of Useful La
bor;”  T. C. Blankenship, athletic 
coach, on “ Right of Youth to Em
ployment,”  and by a senior boy on 
“Ccemmunity Made Work.”

Hostesses for the evening will be 
Meedamee Ray Freeman, W. P. Hood, 
A. Williamaon and Garnet Bryan.

-------------- O '- ' '

Tye Man Airain Elected 
H e a d  o f  Association

J. Walter Hammond o f Tye was 
re-elected preeident o f the Taylor 
County Agriculture association at 
the annual meeting o f that body held 
Saturday. Mr. Hammond is also presi
dent o f the Texas Agriculture as
sociation and one of 17 directors o f 
the American Farm Bureau federa 
tion.

Other officers of the county as
sociation are H. H. Toombs of Mer
kel, re-elected vice-president, and B. 
H. Pritchard o f S*5ep, secretary, suc
ceeding E. D. Thomas o f Tye.

Thomas, Pritchard and Will Par- 
melly of Tye were elected voting 
delegates to the Texas Agriculture 
association convention Jan. 14 and 
15 in Dallas. H. H. Toombs and D. 
J. Curb, ¿Merkel, and Fred Perry, 
Tye, were chosen alternate voting 
delegates.

Nan-voting delegates named were 
Mr. and Mrs, J. M. Hamilton, Col
ony H ill; Wendell Foreman, Ebndale; 
Co. Agent Knox Parr and Home 
Agent Hattie Tacker; R. H., Walker, 
Shep; R. D. Harber, Abilene, Route 
3; John Lovett, W ylie; E. A. Mat
tingly and Mrs. Fred Perry, ’Tye, 
and V. B. Carothers, Abilene.

Any members o f the association 
wishing to attend can contact Pritch
ard, and he will make an effort to 
arrange transportation.

AVERAGE PRICE 
$816 AT LARGENT 
DISPERSION SALE

ClosinR Chapter Written Wed
nesday for Famous Show Herd 
Founded by Late C. M. Lar- 
ffent; Sire Brings $ll,lp0.

An average o f $816 was paid, by 44 
buyers for 109 Herefords in the W.
J. Largent h  Son dispersion sale 
Wednesday. Sales totaled $88,150.

Black and Largent o f Granbury,
(C. M. Largent, Jr., one of the part- ^  
ners,) paid one o f the highest f ig 
ures for a Hereford in recent years 
when they bid $11,100 for the eight- 
year-old bull. Publican Domino 10th. 
highest-ranking living Register o f 
Merit sire, selling as lot No. 1.

Hardy Grissont, Abilene cattleman, 
bought the top female, paying $3300 
for Marietta Domino 2d, a champion 
show cow, with a bull calf at side.

The 27 bulls averaged $991, and 81 
females sold for an average o f  $757.
The first 50 head through the auction 
ring arveraged $1340, a total o f $60,- 
600.

Cicziiig chapter of the eventful his
tory o f the famous Largent herd o f  
show cattle was epochal, as fa r  as 
Merkel is concerned. For 34 consecu
tive years, the herd had been out on 
the circuit, a record without paral
lel in American show history. That 
means that Merkel has been advertis
ed to the world 34 years by the mors 
than 1,000 ribbons won by these cat
tle during that time, including many 
championships. The day o f the dis
persion sole iwas also epochal to Mer
kel in that, though the herd was to 
bs closed out, Merkel was stiU 
fnrtiier advertised by the gstharing 
within m few miles o f the city oC 
hundreds o f well known broeden 

I from nearly all the states o f the na
tion.

Fittingly, the close o f the sals 
found the crowd o f more than 2,000 
standing in silence in honor o f tbs ' 
late C. M. Largent, founder o f tbs 
herd 40 years ago. Mrs. C. M. Lar
gent was unaUe to attend the sale 
because o f illness, but was kept in
formed by a special loud speaker 
setHip. ^

A t the time the dispersion sale 
wsb announced, W. J. Largent, who 
was associated with his father and 
later succeeded to the ownership o f 
the original firm, operating as W. J. 
Largent and Son, stated that becauas 
of ill health he had decided to disposa 
of all the firm ’s show cattle.

Besides topping the sale with their 
purchase o f Publican Domino lOtli^
Black and Largent bought liberally 
o f the other animals offered.

Among the buyers in the higher 
brackets were D. L. Stevens o f Mer
kel and Roy Largent o f Merkel, whs 
paid $2,400 for six-year-old Diana 
Domino. Another buyer in the thous
and dollar class from this area was 
A. E. Fogle of ’Tuscola, who paid 
even $1,900 for Publican DUb Ibb 
121st.

Two local ranchers. Bill Brown o f 
the Noodle Hereford ranch and Sam 
Swann, were listed among the 44 buy
ers in the sale. The former paid $650 
for Miss Domino 24th, while Swann’a 

(Continued on Page Two)

MERKEL 30 YEARS AGO
(From the Files o f Merkel Mail, January 6, 1911.)

A L IT T L E  R EM IN ISC EN C E.
The Resumption of business by G 

h. West was the occasion of some 
reminiscences one da^ this <wesk whea 
he was in conversation with' T. B. 
Story, another pioneer o f our thriv
ing little city.

They drew a picture o f Merkel in 
1889 and we must confess that our 
little town made a slim showing. O f 
court«, J. H. Thornton was in busi
ness and carried probably the larg
est stock, probably $2,000, which was 
half o f the entire amount o f merchan- 
diac in the little town which claimed 
a population o f about a couple of 
hundred. Marion Fisher was prop
rietor o f a small drug stock, mostly 
patent msdieinca, and the post offlea. 
Clatlc ran a amaU groeary atora, J. 
L. Vaiaghn tlw dapot. Beva. 8. H.

Blair and A. A. Baker were the only 
ministers and Drs. Richardson and 
Taylor the only physicians.

Mr. West atartsd in baainaaa by 
the purchase o f a small stock of hard
ware owned by Mrs. M. E. Thornton, 
nibich irtvoiced about $400. The build
ings were all frame. The first roak 
building was erected by C. M. Lar
gent the next year, now the propeity 
o f Dr. J. A. Adkisaon on Kent and 
Front straeto, and Mr. West srsetod 
the first brick building the followiag 
year, now occupied by the West Tan
as Hardarare Co. T. B. Story wna 
the whole show in the real eatato 
bnsinoaa and latiglMd about unload
ing a couple o f half aaeMona a f dlH 
an bia viatiai, Mr. Waat, at |8Jt and 
$8.88 par arm, rsapactivaiy.
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Advertising Kates On Application 
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A ll obituaries, resolutions of respect, 
cards of thanks, etc., are classed 
advertising, and will be charged lo t  
at 1 cent per word with a niimmum 
of 35 cenU.

Church Women Call for 
Much Needed Bedding:

John Deere Day is 
Observed at Bullock’s

Dispersion Sale

D
(Continued from Page One) 

bid purchased Noodle Publican 
18th for $250.

A huge tent with seating capai-ity 
of 1,500 was filled with prospective 
buyers and visitors during the hours 
o f the sale. S<ime 2,500 lunch boxes 
had been prepared by McOehee
of the Dandy Bakerj', to be .served 
with coffee. Young ladies a.ssisting 
in serv'ing lunches were Musses Ova 
and Ova Martin. Peggy Robertson, 
Mickey Diltz. Ruth Bell and Maureen 
Moore.

Scores of Merkel friends were ac
tive in helping W. J. 1-argvMit and 
&m promote the sale, among them 
being Chester Collinsworth, viv*ation- 
al agriculture teacher at Merkel 
High, and the following Fh’ .\ boys: 
Jack Hester, Jack Ha>"nes, Billy 
Haynes, Delma Harris. R. V. Clark, 
J. D. Sfndusky and Clarence Har
rell.

The fact has been made known that; 
many families in our community are 
suffering for lack of bedding, and 
in answer to this call the women of 
the First Bapti.st church are meeting 
all day, Tuesday, in the basement of 
the ohurvh, collecting and making 
cover. They are calling for new or 
used quilts, blankets, quilt tops or 
anything that might be used in mak 
mg cover.

They ai.so invite members of other 
churche.>i to come or help in this urg 
ent effort to relieve suffering in our 
town and community. There will be 
a coveri'd dish meal served at mxm 
Every one is urged to do what he 
can.

New Business Firm
Opens in Merke

Merkel b îasta of a new business 
enterprise for 1941—a plant for tha 
making of fried pies, fried rolls and 
daughnuU, located in the building 
east of the Cotton’s cafe.

Lee Vaughn from Brown wood is 
the owner and operator of this busi 
nes.s. and turns out a large amount 
of his products daily. He states he 
IS pleased with his moving to Mer 
kel, and that his sales are satisfac 
tor>’, indeed, for a new venture.

Not only does the Vaughn estab- 
li.shment serve the business people 
of Merkel wnth this special line, but 
he 8*‘lls surrounding towns as well.

------------- o--------------
The first year to see the automo

bile industry turn out a million ve 
hides was 1916.

Advertise in The .Merkel Mail. Try a Classified Ad in The MaiL

Our Best Wishes to You for 1941
The NEW  YE.XR will bring the usual demands on every 
family, together with some hazards that can not be fore
seen.

H.\VE YOU M.YDE PREPAR.4TI0N
that will enable you to meet the unexpected? O l’R R.XTES 
are ver>- reas<mable. Our I’lan of Protection is fully ade
quate. (*)ur reputation for fulfilling our pari of our contract 
with you is urquestiored. Our ability, through Ol'R  I.AR(iE  
( ’ASH RESERVF^, is ax.surance to you. that if you pay more 
than O l'R  DEFEND.XRLE R.XTES for your Insurance, you 
are letting othera spend money that your family deserves.

IF YOl ARE AN INSlTtABLE RISK, 
WE W ANT VOI R APPLK .XTION

Ideal Security Life Insurance Co.
W. H. Littlefield. Sec’y-Treas.. An.-am Tex., Pho. 3731 

Res. Pho. 1121
H. L. Willis. 912 Chestnut, .\hilene. Representative

Tuesday was annual John Deere 
day in Merkel, with approximately 
150 visitors at Bullock Hardware 
lixral John Deere dealer.

Two picture shows featured the 
entertainment program for the day 
one on “ Modem Farming.” shown at 
the Queen theatre in the morning 
and the other, “ Melody Comes to 
Town,” in the afternoon.

Sandwiches and coffee were served 
at noon in the tractor department 
where demonstrations were held duf' 
ing the day.

-------------- o--------------
Roy Scouts’ Founder Dies.

Nairobi, Kenya. Jan. 9.— Lieut. 
Gen. I/ird Baden-Powell, 8.3, founder 
of the boy scouts and girl guides and 
one of the most famous soldiers and 
militarj’ intelligence operatives of 
modem times, died Wednesday at his 
home at Nyeri where he had been ill 
for weeks.

--------------o-------- ------
A Christmas Present.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Sliger of 
Athens, Tenn., announce the birth of 
a daughtei on Dec. 24 at the Athens 
hospital. Mrs. Sliger is the former 
HvebTi Robertson, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Austin Robertson, Route 1 
The baby is named Elizabeth Joan. 

-------------- o--------------
Boys Scouts Meet.

Twelve members o f Merkel Troop 
JO of the Boy Scout.s were present 
I’or Monday night’s meeting, and al
most every one of them said he would 
be up for advancement at the end of 
the month.

-------------- o
Widow of Hobart Dies.

Haledon. N. J., Jan. 9.— Mrs. Gar
rett A. Hobart, 90, widow of the 
vice-president of the United States 
during President McKinley’s first 
admini.stration, died Wedne.sday. 

--------------o
Independent Store Sales Soar
Washington, Jan. 9.— Sales of in

dependent merchants in all sections 
of Texas were up 11 per cent in No- 
imbir over the same period in 1939.

-------------------------- ( r  -  -

Condensed Statement

The Old Reliable

FARMERS & MERCHANTS NATIO NAL BANK
Merkel, Texaa

Close o f Business December 31, 1940

RESOURCES L IA B IL IT IE S

Loans, Time and Demand _____________ 1203,973.65
Overdrafts _____________________________  766.95
Real Estate On Hand___________________ 1.00
Furniture and Fixtures________________  1,500.00
Stock in Fed. Res. Bank_______________  2,200.00

Gov. Loans on Cotton_____$332,777.49
Bonds and Warrants_____ 59,597.23
Cash and Sight Exchange. 137,056.76 
Bills of Exchange_________  8,742.76

A V A ILA B LE  C A S H _________  538.174.24

Capital Stock ___________________________I 60,000.00
Surplus__________________________________ 25,000.00
Undivided Profits _______________________  6,028.40
Dividend__________________________________  2,000.00

DEPOSITS 663.582.44

Total .......................................................$746,605.84 Total .............................................. _____ $746,605.84

The above statement is correct.

Booth Warren. Cashier,

The progrett of this bank hat always been along sound, conservative lines, assuring the grsatsst 
protection to our depositors and service to our community.

Sam Butman, Sr. Henry C. West

DIRECTORS: 

W. S'. J. Brown W. T. Sadler Booth Warren

JOIN NOW
CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB FDR M

Deposit 25c —  50c —  $1.00 —  $2.00 —  $3.00 —  $5.00 
Rej^ularly Each Week Durinsr the Year.

Burns Boys Surprise 
Parents with Visit

LISTEN! Home Talent Program KXOX, Friday, 
bt.IO P. M. —  FREE g r o c e r i e s :

Print Bag Silver Crown
Flour ____48 lbs. $1.29
Lily While
Flour ... 48 lbs. 98c
Acorn Cream of
Corn Meal 20 lbs. 49c

5 lbs. 25c

8 lbs. 7.5c 
3 lbs. 49c

75c 
3 for 25c

K. B. Oats
Jewel
Shorteninjc 
Spry
1 (>al. Jar Salad
Cookinsr Oil 
Corn Flakes
Quick (Juaker
Oats ........
No. 2 Can
Blackberries
Crystal While
Soap..... .
Vel Washing
Compound
25 cent Size
Rinso...........2 for 38c
Lax or Lifebuoy
Hand Soap . 3 bars 20c
2 Bars Camay Hand Soap Free 
With Each I.<arge Box Oxydol

3 lbs, 20c 

Can 10c 

7 bars 25c 

........  2.5c

Lettuce ........ Head 5c
New Red Spuds Lb. 4c 
Fresh Turnip Tops 5c 
Fresh Pepper Lb. .5c 
Yams Peck 25c
Onions . 3 lbs. 10c
Print BagEgg Mash 100 lb. $2.00 
Crackers 2 lbs. 15c
Full (¿uart
Peanut Butter .... 25c
Graham
Crackers .. 2 lbs. 19c
Campbell's
Soups, any flavor .. 10c

Tht- pwan tri-e produces two crops 
—shade and nuts— Sadie Hatfield, 
extension specialist in landscape 
gardening, has pointed out. For West 
Texas the Western Schley and Bur
kett varieties are good to plant, 
whole Success and Moore are good 
aricties of pecan trees for the Gull 

coastal and eastern portions of the 
state, she says.

To keep an air force of 50.000 air
planes in service will require ap
proximately 700,000 men.

During September, 1940, automo
tive taxes amounting to $1,912.223 
were collected.

------------- o--------------
In 1937-38, corn production in the 

United States was five times that of 
all Latin America.

, -o  — -
To make the best grade of butter, 

a homemaker should nyver fill the 
chum more than one-half full.

Bereavement acknowledgement en
graved cards, with envelopes to 
match, 60 cents per dozen at Merkel 
Mail office.

Friends here have loarned in let
ters from Mrs. W L. Burns ol 
Woodville of a vei-y happy surprise 
given Mrs. Burns arui her hu.sband 
on Sunday moining, Dec. 29, when 
two of their sons and families arriv
ed for a visit.

.M incr Bums and family reached 
their parent-s’ home in time for 
breakfast, being joined later by R. 
I,. Burns and family of Port Artliur. 
The children brought dinner already 
prepared.

o

Issue 122,059 Pension 
Checks for January

A twill tablet consisting of aspirin 
and soda is being manufactured for 
drug counter sale.

Standard Typewriter Ribbons 76c 
each at Merkel Mail office.

•Austin, Jan. 9.— A total of 122.- 
959 old age pen.sion checks have been 
ordered for January, the department 
of public welfare announ^d Tuesday, 
with an average pa.wment of $13.93 
and a toUl of $1,699,751.

This is compared with 121,123 
checks during December for an av
erage o f $13.77 per check.

With 802 names ri*moved from the 
rolls last month—6.39 through deaths 
—the net increase over last month 
was 936.

Group Celebrates N e w  
Year’s Eve Fifth T i me

Has your subscription expired? 
Come in and renew it next time you 
ai-a in town, tipocial ciub rate on 
Pathfinder and several Magazine 
Offers.

While the event is chronicled a 
trifle late. The Mail has learned of 
an annual New Year’s Eve watch 
pnity, which is now its fifth year 
and which bids fair to go into a tra
ditional event.

Four are in the group celebrat
ing the occasion: City Marshal D. H. 
Vaughn, Nightwatchman J. E. Tuc
ker, Paul West and Cotton Owena, 
who were joined the past New Year’s 
Eve by Mrs. Vaughn and daughter, 
Gwendolyn, Mrs. Owens, MIm  Vera 
Richia and Dorothy Lee.

---------- . . .  ---------------------------- -

Complete 
Mail office.

line of office supplies

Try  a Classified Ad in The Mail.

- - - M A R K E T - - -
Pork Sausagre . Lb. 18c 
Hamburgrer ... Lh. 18c
Fresh Pork
Liver . ........Lb. 15c
Swift’s Cheese Lb. 25c
Rib Roa.st or
Brisket _____  Lb. 15c
Chuck Roast Lb. 19c
.Sugar Cured
J O W L S ... .....  Lb. 1.3c

Your Crean and Eggs Buy More at—

elephone 77 * —

GROCERY and MARKET —
T a x  CaaJi and Pay Lean”

Rigrht on the Corner

I •

TELEPHONE THE 
MAIL

The Mail will be glad to 
receive news of entertainments 
or visitors in Merkel homes, 
as well as other news items of 
a general nature. I f  you have 
company, entertain friends or 
return from a trip pleaae tele
phone 61 or 29.

Productive

Hand BUIs

Hand billa muat be attrac
tive and they must be well 
printed to do their Job the 
best. You can depend on 
The Merkel Mail printing 
to be the best poaaible. Try 
ua next time.

The Merkel Mail
Printers and Publiahan

SUBSCRIBE NOW)
TO THE LEADING 

WEST TEXAS DAILY NEWSPAPER

Lowest Price 
Early Delivery 
More West Texas News 
Liked By the Whole Family

The Annual Borgain Rote is Now in Effect 
on The Abilene Reporter-News by Mall 
in West Texas.

You con save money by SAJbtcribirsg to 
Reporter-News ond get more West T< 
News at the some time.

The Yeoriy Rote by Moil of $4.95 is the 
lowest price offered by ony newspoper with 
general circulotion in West Texos.

A  fleet of trucks linked with the ti 
portotion system of buses and trains 
ablet you to get eoriy delivery with 
Latest News!

Every member of the family likes to reod 
The Reporter-News with feotures, comics 
and news of interest to oil. More thon 
100,000 West Texans read The Reporter- 
News every doy.

INCLUDING
SUNDAY

ONLY

ONI YEAR

$ 4 9 5 ■r MAIL 
IN

WIST TIXAS

READ THE REPORTER-NEWS DURING 1941!
Full L««s«d AsMciotod ProM Wivoa

CLUBBING RATE
Abilene Reporter-News, regular price, 1 yr........ $7.00
Merkel Mail, regrular price, 1 yr_____________ _____  1.00

Total Price, Both Papers, 1 yr...............$8.00

SUBSCRIBE NOW  AT THIS OFFICE—
And Get BOTH PAPERS for One Year il^ C  >1 C
At the CLUB RATE of o n ly ________________________________

THE MERKEL MAIL
**Your Home Town Newspaper”

m i
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Larsre Group of Texans 
To Attend Inauguration 
Of President Roosevelt

Dallas, Jan. 9.— Texan will be well 
represented at the inaugru ration of 
President Roosdvelt and Vice-Presi
dent Wallace in Washinffton on Jan. 
20, Burris C. Jackson of Hillsboro, 
chairman of the Texan Inauffural 
comknittee, announced here today.

Jackson said that a larKe party 
o f prominent Texans representing 
every section of the state headed by 
Myron G. Blalock of Marshall, demo
cratic national committeeman, Clara 
Driscoll o f Corpus Christi, demo
cratic national committeewoman, E. 
B. Germany of Dallas, chairman of 
the democratic state committee, and 
others would leave in a special train 
for the national capital on Jan. 16 
over the Texas & Pacific railway. 
The party .will concentrate at Dallas 
and Longview. The official route will 
be T. & P. Ry.— Missouri-Pacific Ry. 
and Pennsylvania Lines to Washing
ton; B. & O.— Frisco-Katy returning.

The Texas group will be accompani
ed by the famous Cowboy Band of 
Hardin-Simmons university at Abi
lene and will participate in the cere
monies. A  special Texas gathering in 
Washington is being planned. Jack- 
son said.

The Texas Inaugural committee is 
inviting every city in Texas to bo 
represented in the official Texas 
group at the inauguration. Reserva
tions from a number o f different 
towns .have already been made. Reser
vations can be made with Frank Jen
sen, 1408 Main St., Dallas.

TRENT NEW S AND  
PERSONALS

BLAIR ITEMS

Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs. A. 
W. Woods were Mr. and Mrs. Claude 
Rosson o f Taft and Mrs. Ed Maze 
of Fort Worth.

Miss Norma Nell Black of Brown- 
arood visited Mr. and Mrs. T. B. 
Friend over the past week-end.

Mrs. Hattie Boozer and daughter, 
Marie, of Bweetwater, visited Mr. 
and Mrs. J. B. Winn this week.

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Roberts recent
ly had as guests in their home, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clyde Roberts and son, 
Jerry, also Arthur Roberts, all from 
Mineral Wells.

Nancy Mae Dyer spent the week
end here with Mr. and Mrs. Carter 
Dyer.

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Swinney spent 
the week-end in Athens visiting rela
tives. They were joined by Katie Bob 
and Hazel Swinney of Albany, who 
made the trip with them.

Thelma Titsworth, who ia working 
in a k^auty shop at San Angelo, spent 
the past week-end with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Z. Titsworth.

V. J. Jones of Abilene visited Mr. 
and Mrs. J. P. Roberts Monday. Mr. 
Jones is a brother o f Mrs. Roberts.

Mr. and Mrs. Royce Jordan have 
moved to Trent and are staying at 
Mrs. Ben Howell’s. Mr. Jordan is a 
nephew of J. B. Winn.

The Senior class has a new mem
ber, Allene Johnson, who only recent
ly moved to Trent from Anson.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bowers of Fort 
Worth were New Year’s guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Bowers.

Elder W. W. Brown of Abilene 
delivered an interesting discourse at 
the Baptist church Sunday morning. 
His text was from John 3:3, “ Ye 
must be born again.** Mr. Brown is 
a very able speaker.

Among those attending services at 
the Baptist church Sunday were 
Oolumbus Riggan of White Church, 
Houston Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Artist 
Cook and Miss Mildred Wilkerson of 
Butman.

Grandmother Curb, Mrs. Betty Su* 
Berryman o f Merkel and Mias Ina 
Mae Berryman and Samuel Ray Ba
ker o f Abilene were Sunday guests 
o f Mr. and Mrs. Jim Moore.

V. L. Doan, who had his foot badly 
crushed when riding a disc pionr on 
his farm Tuesday, is getting along 
nicely.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Reynolds and 
two daughters, Hugh Campbell and 
Mrs. R. B. Horton and baby made a 
business trip to Abilene Monday.

The New Year’s program rendered 
at the Baptist church Sunday after
noon by the local and Butman talent 
was excellently rendered. Those on 
program were Prof. Jack Chapman, 
congregational song leader, with Miss 
Ruth Chapman at the piano; Jim 
Campbell, opening prayer; Misses 
Clara Doan, Billie Jean Melton, 
Gwendolyn Sandusky, Desmond Doan, 
Blair; (Misses Louise Cook, Dbrris 
Reeves, Lula BelL Patterson, Ruth 
Denton, Ruth Butman, Pauline Cook, 
Betty Joyce Cook and Edward Farm
er, Butman. Miss Louise Cook was 
sponsor for the Butman program. 
The closing prayer was given by Art
ist Cook.

(Mias Bess James of East Texas 
was the house guest of her brother, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Jackson, last 
week-end.

The first successful flying machine 
was patented by the Wright brothers 
on May 22,1906.

TUNE IN
Merkel Radio 
Program Over

Station KRBC
Abilene

Each Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 8:06-8:30 a. m.

And we’ll study your insurance 

needs and present you with our 
w r i t t e n  recommendations. No 

obligation, of course.

Attends Funeral of 
Grandmother, Age 90, 

Held At Nolanville
Mrs. C. V. Shelton returned Sun

day night from Nolanville, in Bell 
county, adiere she attended the fu
neral of her grandmother, Mrs. J. M. 
Middleton, 90 years of age, who died 
at her home Friday, Jan. 3.

Mrs. Middleton was bom in Mis
souri Feb. 14, 1850, and came to Tex
as with her parents when a little 
girl. They settled near Austin and 
later moved to Bell county. She had 
lived at her home place for more than 
60 years. Ill for only a week, she died 
of double pneumonia. Surviving her 
are 5 children, 23 grandchildren, 20 
great-grandchildren and 6 great- 
great-grandchildren.

Mrs. Shelton accompanied Mr. and 
Mra. B. P. Middleton o f Lameaa to 
the Aineral.

Seven Pupils Listed on 
Honor Roll at Compere

The "A** honor roll of the Compere 
Bchool for the third month ia aa fol
lows:

First grade— Robert Ray Johnson, 
Alice Nell Spurgin.

Fourth grade —  Richard Kenneth 
Horton, Willie Lee Spurgin.

Sixth grade— Mary June Palmer, 
R. G. Palmer.

Seventh grade— Edna Joe Horton. 
Mrs. M. K. Milner ia teacher o f the 

Compere school.

Mineral Wells Hotel 
Okays Square Dance

Mineral Wells, Jan. 9.— The Baker 
hotel of Mineral Wells started aome- 
thing last spring. I t  looks like the 
square dance fad, launched without 
any particular intention on the part 
of the Baker management, has caught 
on and become an established feature 
at this resort city. The fad was bom 
when the hotel engaged some exper
ienced square dancera to appear on 
the roof one night. Guesta were in
terested in the oldtime dances. The 
square dances also drew the careful 
attention of the jitterbug contingent. 
It wasn’t long before the youngsters 
were trying out at answering the 
callc of the fellow who presided over 
the fiddle band th4t provided the 
music. The result has been that 
square dancing ia almost aa popular 
here aa modem stepping and the local 
square dance team baa won prizea 
and honors everywhere.

Now, visitors here will tell you, 
swing and jazz and all the other

terms that apply to cacophony, have 
had to move over and make room for 
the lilt of the oldtime tunes to which 
the square dancers cut their capers. 
According to what Hie Baker’s o f
ficials hear, other large hotels are 
trying out square dancing with the 
local experience duplicated. Maybe 
grandpa and grandma hs.d something,

at that, that measured «p  
“hotcha” ot today. It Mema 
aray. Th# yonngaters hera k 
come square-danea exparta. .

Beraavamant acknowli 
gravad carda, with cd< 
natch, 60 canta par dotan a*
Mail oOca.

Juat say you saw it in The MaiL

C M .  PRESLEY  
Jeweler

Watches— Diamonds—  
Silverware 

209 Pine Street 
Abilene. Tei

T R E S T  W IS S  TO U R S A \ iE S T .
The Trent girls’ basketball team 

won their invitation tournament by 
defeating Ê ula 35-26 in the finals.

Returns of the entire tournament 
are; Trent, first; Eula, second; 
Noodle, third; Sylvester, fourth. Mc- 
Caulley was first place consolation 
winner, with May winning runner- 
up consolation.

Individual awards went to Wanda 
Stribbling, Trent; Rose McCane, 
Noodle; Boone, Eula; Cook, McCaul- 
ley; Terrell, Sylvester; Jordan, 
Blackwell.

The Trent girls are entering a 
tournament at May Friday and Sat
urday, this week-end.

PROFESSIONAL
CYRUS PEE

INSURANCE AGENT
Old Lina Company

FIRE. AUTO, CASUALTY

Ernest Walter WUson
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

Inramic« Law a Specialty 
Gcacral Civil Practice 

126H Pine St. AbUeae, T»xaa

P A U LIN E  JOHNSON
Soeewaor to

G. W. JOHNSON
INSURANCE— NOTARY PUBUC  

Next door to Eli Cam and Boa 
Grocery and Markat 

Merkel, Texas

Max E. Swafford
RADIO TECHNICIAN

— with --

MERKEL MOTOR CO.
Phone 84 Merkel, Texas

ARE WHAT COUNT 
IN BUSINESS

Every business man is interested in 

findings out how he can increase his 

sales. The answer is advertising. In 

Merkel the answer is The Merkel 
Mail.. The Mail is a practical, inex
pensive, thoroughly effective me
dium for the message you want to 

bring before the public. Call us to
day and find out more about it.

THE MERKEL MAIL
‘Tour Home Town Newspaper**

SE N IO R  BOYS’ TO U R N A M E N T.
First round of play in the Trent 

acnior boys’ invitation basketball 
toumasnent, to be held Friday and 
Saturday, Jan. 10-11, begins Friday 
night vrith the following scheduled 
gamea:

Trent A  vt. Sylvester, 6 p. m.
Merkel vs. Eula, 7 p. m.
Blackwell vs. Trent B, 8 p. m.
Roscoe vs. Noodle, 9 p. m.
Two other teams, Bradshaw and 

Avoca, will enter play early Satur
day morning. Tournament games will 
extend throughout Saturday, with 
finals Saturday night, it is announc
ed by T. C. Blankenship, in charge 
of arrangements.

-  - J  ■  ̂ i.iyiii ‘ ^  . ■ J, - .

A  C O O P  R U L E
Here*s Front Page News —  Check 
these special food buys —  you’ll agree 
they’re worth shouting about.
Phone 173 We Deliver

PURE CANE

-M E A T S - -  VEGETABLES -
OLEO
BANNER* BRAND ------

PICNICS
4 to 6 Lb. Avenge-----

BACON
SLIC E D _______________

ROAST
TENDER CHUCK _____

CHEESE*
KRAFTS MEL-O-CURE

P. & G.

SPUDS
No. 1 ___

APPLES
B U L K _____

10 lbs.

35'

SUGAR -10 »K. 46c
LIBERTY BELL SODA

CRACKERS 2 lb. box 15c
FOIXÏER'S

COFFEE 1 lb. 25c
CHALLENGE BRAND

l^ a d  Dresang Q t 23c
GRAPEFRUIT
TEXAS SEEDLESS

ORANGES
TEXAS SEEDLESS

CARROTS
3 BUNCHES ________

GROCQUES

W. 0. BONEY
MERKEL, TEXAS

"FARM  LOANS AND A LL  KINDS OF INSI'RANCK

Consult Your Insurance Agent As You Would 

Your Doctor or Lawyer

SOAP.... . . . . 7 bars 25c

OXYDOL.... Reg. size 1 9 «

SALT__ 10 lb. bag 17c

LEMONS
SUNKIST

DOZEN

PURE LARD
4 LBS. ................

FLOUR
KIMBEU.'S BEST

TOMATOES
No. 2 CAN _

MUSTARD
QUART JAR „

48 lbs.

2 for

MILK
ARMOUR’S

7 small cans

MATCHES PORK &  BEANS
1« OZ. C A N ____________ EACH

K R AFTS
D IN N E R __

WHITE SWAN

GRAPE JUKE . Q t 3 3 c
BOX
CARTON TOILET TISSUE

t  ROLLS ..

C A M P B E L P S S T rT et*
THESE PRICES EFFECTIVE FRIDAY AND  SATURDAY —  JANUAM T M  - 11

- , •  ».ail-4*4--
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Rex Myers Family |List of Petit Jurors 
Showered by Friends I Called for Next Week

Teachvrs o f the Merkol Pu/blic 
school snd other Merkel friends of 
the Rex Myers’ joined in showerintr 
th «n  with household linens Friday 
sfternoon, Jan, at the home of 
Mr*. Connor R*ibinson, with Mrs. 
Litre Ganxhie, Mrs. Carroll Benson. 
Mrs. Chester Collin.sworth and Mrs. 
Connor Robinson assuming hostess 
roles.

The Myers’, who were liVinjr in 
the Bi'az home when it was complete
ly destroyed by fire t’hrstmas morn- 
inK, have startl'd housekeeping attain 
in the first house west of the l.itfv 
Gamble home, and many fiiends 
Wishi>d ti' help them replace a little 
o f their household ir'xsls which were 
burned. Friends broutrht their trift». 
And Mrs. Myers had the pleasure of 
openini; th*»m as all chatted informal
ly to|C*‘ther. .Many useful irifts were 
received, for which the Myers' are 
deeply grateful U' the donors. .Xp- 
proximately forty iruests called.

The four classes of Merkel Hiifh 
school each irave most useful trifts to 
the Myers’. Mr. Myers, as is well 
known, is Hitth Sihool principaL 

.—  — < > -------- —

The p«'tit jury for next week in 
12nd district court include* the fol
low int; names:

•A. Baker. R. B. Wells, 
Mctiehee, Merkel; O. M. Frydenberg;, 
C. B. Bynum, W. D. .Adamson, Jesse 
H. Turner, K. L. Holly, W. O. Ijind- 
ers. F. A. Short, C. W. Dunn, C. B. 
(■»ates, E. 1... Gentry, D. F. McKinney, 
O. E. Divan, B. L. Ellis, John S. 
Bishop, E. L. Hutchison, Dr. E. B. 
Surface, W. P. Preston, J. E. Gris
som, Henry Darden, W. M. O’Bar. L. 
M. Trtiitt. Ji E. Harris. Guy Scrugrgrs, 
JiH‘ Pechacek, Glenn Eajrer, C. L. 
Hailey, J. D. Coffman, .A. A. Cor
nelius, O. B. WiHxlrum, W. E. Gor
man. E. B Whitley, R. G. B. Fain. 
C. F. Huskin, O. B. Chamb**rs, Keith 
Elliott, h'. H. Monroe, .Abilene; V. B. 
W ihhI, j . .a . Yates, Winters; Robert 
.McCall, T. G. Deffebach, Tuscola; 
W. M. Nolte, Tye; W. I. Dunn, Wm- 
jrate; W. C. Rossom. Lawn; C. A. 
Edenboroujfh, C. E. Harrison. W. J. 
Harrinjrton, Guión; H. B. McCoy, 
Ovalo.

QUEEN T H E .™  
C.4LENDAR

Adding machine rolls 15c or two 
for 25c; regular retail price every
where. For sale at the Merkel MaiL

Workers on projects of the Work* 
Project administration have canned 
43,3d3,000 quart* and dried 1.680,- 
000 pounds of food for distribution 
to the needy during four and one- 
half years of the W PA ’s operation.

U PERCE STRIN(;S” by JIM WEST
^ ~a* A HJKíiLAIÍ CSIASCO

A C A « OOIMÚ i '  ' y
Ft^TV m ilB* a m  nouQ- I ^  T 
WMAT MOUL.O VOO OO? ^

Asc t c o u ld  g ive  y o u  i 
ocasons to toaoc with

«^T 'iAUTO.
SUPPLYiTORE,

WEST’S AUTO SUPPLY STORE
“Servinjr the Car Owner Since 1914”

TEL. 222 Merkel. Texas

LOOK WHAT
YOU GET.

A BIG DE S0J0-.17 Feet Long 
with new R o c k e t B o d y _
smart, roomy Interior
A POWERFUL DE SOTO with big 
105 Horsepower 1^1  ̂ Engine, 

New Shockless Steering, a 
New Miracle Ride
FOR $ 
ONLY 898
D« Luxe Coupe delivered *t Detroit, .Mich. All Federal taxes 
included. Transportation, atate, local taxes arc extra. PRICES 
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANCE WITHOUT NOTICE.

TRY FLUID DRIVE and new Simpli- 
matic Transmission. These features
added at m oderate extra  cost m ake
De Soto the Lowest^Prieed car
in which you can, for norm ai driving, 
control shifting without having

to tovch jf^^ dutch or gearshift ieverl
-----------------TRAOf AND SAVi AT-----------------

CHURCH MOTOR CO.
MERKEL, TEXAS

Friday-Saturday — "Foreign Cor 
respondent.*’ with Joel McCrea and 
l.airaine Day; added, color cartoon 
and serial.

Saturday preview, Sunday matim'e, 
Monday night —  Bette Davis in ’ ’The 
Iw'tter,’’ with Herbert (Marshall, 
James Stephenson; also Popeye cuf' 
toon and News.

Tuesday only— Albert Paigi', V ir  
ginia Dale in "Dancing on a Dime;” 
added, "Bring Himself Back Alive, 
cartiHin and selected short subject*.

Weilnesday - Thursday — J a m e s  
Stewart, Rosalind Ru.ssell in ‘ ‘No 
Time for Comedy;’’ six>cial added at
traction, "March of the .Marines,”  in 
technicolor.

‘•Foreign C'orr»*spondent”
•A highly colorful and dramatic 

event in motion picture* takes place 
Friday and Saturday at the Queen 
theatre where Walter Wanger’s lat
est film production, "Foreigii Cor- 
reipondent," will be shown.

"Foreign Correspondent" is played 
brilliantly by a top-notch cast head
ed by Joel McCrea, Laraine Day, 
George Sanders, Robert Benchley, -Al
bert Basserman and Herbert Mar
shall. Its story, which unwinds on 
the screen with amazing speed and 
tempo, keeping the audience on ten
terhooks, concerns a crime reporter 
on a New York daily who is dispatch
ed to Europe to dig up facts. The 
reporter, played mastertully by J«x-1 
McCrea, digs up more than he bar
gains for, cracking open an inter
national intrigue that has never be
fore been matched on the scn*en for 
thrills and excitement.

The final scene in "Foreign Cor- 
respiindent,’ ’ showing a huge ClippiT 
plane shot down from the air and 
the sea disaster which follows, ha.s 
never before been »»quailed in pic- 
fur<»s for the brilliance of its photog- 
r:»phy, the sr.in’'' ‘‘ng impact of its 
drama and the daring of its reali.«m.

IM te Davis in “The Letter”
That fascinating, tantalizing and 

dangerous Bette Davis, is back on 
the screen, following up her recent 
dazzling success, “ All This, And 
Heaven Too,’ ’ with “ The Letter,’’ W. 
Somerset Maugham’s greatest drama 
of a woman’s heart. "The Letter" 
■will be shown at the Queen Saturday 
preview, Sunday matinee and Mon
day night.

It is becoming axiomatic that each 
of Bette Davis’ performances should 
top the one which precedent it. It hap
pened with “ Dark Victory,’’ “ The 
Old .Maid,”  "A ll This and Heaven, 
T ik»,’ ’ and according ti> all advance 
reports, she ridc's to even gieatCT 
glory in her nowest vehicle, “ The 
U tter."

"The Li'tter’ ' tells a strange story. 
It tells of a beloved and sheltered 
woman who murders a man, murders 
him in cold blood, pumping his bmly 
full of bullets until her husband’s 
gun is empty. Why did she do it? 
Well, she tells her husband and her 
lawyer that she did it to defend her 
honor. But it seems there was a let
ter . . .  a letter in her handwriting 
addres.oed to the murdered man. and 
now in the possession of his widow, 
an Eurasian woman. I f  that letter 
were to show up in court, there could 
be no other verdict than “ guilty.” 
But down in the Chinese quarter of 
Singapore, there is a mysterious 
transaction under cover o f night, and 
on the day of the trial, there is no 
sign of the letter.*

These are the ingredients of the 
drama. Bette Davis is the central 
figure about which it revolves. Her
bert Marshall is the husband, James 
.Stephenson the lawyer who sacrifices 
his deep personal integrity to save 
the life of his fr-'end’s wife. Gale 
5?<.ndergaard is the Eurasian woman. 
To tell more of the story would les
sen its tremendous impact as it un
folds upon the screen in all it* dram
atic intensity.

“No Time for Comedy”
Audiences will have their first op- 

poitunity to se»* “ No Time for Com
edy.”  the laugh hit of the new film 
seas'in, when the James Stewart- 
Rosalind Russell co-starring picture 
come* to the Queen Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Bast'd on ,*5. N. B»*hrman’s Broad
way hit of last year, "N o Time for 
Comedy’’ tell* the highly hilarious 
story o f what happens to a play
wright fasTious for his csimediea when 
he falls under the influence o f a 
blonde who sperialixes in inspiring 
artists to give the world a message. 
Among the things that happen are 
a rmjsing fight between the play
wright’s wife and the blonde, a near 
rrer.ance between the playwright’s 
discarded wife and the Monde’a dia- 
carded husband, and a flop that turns 
out to be a big soeceaa.

James Stewart ia an engaging

scamp as the errant writer, Rosalind 
Ru.ssell is his knowing wife, Gene
vieve Tobin, the blonde menace and 
Charlie Ruggles her millionaire hus
band. Allen Joslyn has a high comwly 
role as a harritxl stage director; 
Clarence Kolb plays a yi's-man pio- 
duo»>r, and dusky Ixmise Beavers 
plays the theatrical maid who sees all 
and tells all. William Keighley di- 
rt*ct»*d froBjv the script by the Epstein 
blethers.

Population of Nation 
Gains 8.8 Per Cent

W'ashington, Jan. 9.— Final returns 
from the 1940 cx'nsus Tu»“silay put i 
the total jxipulation of the United' 
States and all its territories and p»xi- j 
sessions at 150,(>21,231, an incr«»ase' 
of 8.8 cent over the 138,4.’19.069 
counU*d in 1930.

The 1940 final figure for the con
tinental 1’ nitt‘d States was 131,669,- 
275, or 7.2 per cent more than the 
122,776,046 o f 1930.

SinffinR at Warren.
There will be singing at the W’ ar- 

ren school house Friday night, Jan. 
10, beginning at 7:30. Every one is 
invited to attervd.

Operate Your 
BATTERY RADIO  

From the High Line
It won’t be necessary to sacri
fice your present radio in a 
trade for an electric set for use 
on the power line. Most bat
tery sets can be change»! over 
to operate on the power line 
for about the price o f a new set 
of batteries.

For Full Information 
See

MAX
SWAFFORD

MEKKEL MOTOR CO. 
Radio Service Dept.
HV Rei¡air A ll Makta 

of Radio,

AT 
LOWEST 
COST!
You Save When You Have Your 

Newspaper Handle Your Job Printing
Because the actual printing of a news* 
paper is one of its most important jobs, 
considerable care is given to the selec
tion of newspaper printing equipment 
and to the men who man it. This care 

assures you of excellence when you 

have your printing done by your news
paper. It also assures you of rock- 
bottom prices because of the volume 

of printing done by the newspaper. You 

can’t go wrong by letting us do your 
printing.

THE MERKEL MAIL
“Your Home Towm Newspaper”

MERKEL MAIL WANT .ADS FOR RESULTS
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CLUB No. 1
MeCsP* Msgtzm«........... .. 1 yv.
Psthfisdar (wsskiy)............. | yr.
Amahcam Poaltry   1 yr.
farm  Joamsl-Fanasr’* W il*.. .  1 yr.
Comfort.................................. I yr.
SotitiMf« Agriewkiwist.............  1 yr.
This Novrspapor...................  1 yr.

ALL SIVtN 
FOI ONLY

$ 2 -o o

CLUB N a 2
T»»o Sfoiy.............................. 1 yt.
McCsU't MscaziM.................  1 yr.
fstWia»i«r (wooklyl.................. 1 V-
farm Wife... 1 yr.
HoasohoM Msb*«"*............. 1
Prevottiv« Fsrmor..........................2 yrt.
This Nowspapor............................  I yr.

ALL SEVEN 
FOR ONLY

!.00
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offer desired with a yeer’s eabecription to yoar paper. 
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Budget Calls for Ten 
Billions for Defense

FOR SALE

FOR IM M EDIATE SALE — Will 
t«k* $800 for four lot*, across from 
High School; good concrete cellar 
good l>rick cistern; well o f water, 
Mrindmill; good garage, 10x20, ceil 
ed inside and out; fenced all round 
with board fence. J. E. Boaz, Merkel, 
Texas. Route 2.

FOR SALE— A bargain in 1935 
Chevrolet coupe; also 1934 Interna
tional pickup; both A-1 condition. J. 
J. Barron.

FOR SALE —  Model T  Ford truck. 
W. E. Petty, Merkel, Texas, Route 3.

P LE N TY  OF TE X A S  Red Rust 
Proof Oats, in 10 to 100 bushel lots, 
for 40 cents per bushel. John S. 
Hughes.

FOR SALE— F o u r  white sidewall 
Corduroy tires; 6.00x16 size; fifteen 
month road hazard insurance; |45 
with tubes complete; your old tires 
in exchange. West’s Auto Supply 
Store.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT —  Furnished apartment, 
on Oak street. Mrs. Pick Allen.

FOR RE N T— Small house. Mrs. Gro
ver Hale.

FURNISHED APA R TM E N T for 
rent; hot and cold water; garage. 
Mrs. G. R. Holloway.

FOR RENT OR SALE —  Building 
comer Elm and Edwards streets; can 
give possession immetiiately; building 
formerly occupied by Barrow Furni
ture Company. Write E. G. Neely, 
4311 Hall street, Dallas. See E. M. 
McDonald for key

ROOMS FOR RE.NT, furnished and 
unfurnished. Mrs. Irl Walker.

R E N TA L  EXCHANGE —  H a v e  
opened office at Lee-Bailey Drug 
store. I f  you have houses, apartments 
or rooms to rent, list them with me; 
reasonable charge. Cyrus Pee.

W AN TED

SICKNESS CAUSES VACAN C Y of 
Rawleigh Route in West Taylor 
county; .fine opportunity for a man 
with car to continue established 
route service; same man on route 
nearly 7 years. See W. E. Humber, 
8290 South 5th street, Abilene, Tex
as, or write Rawleigh’a, Dept. TX A- 
606-203H, Memphis, Tenn.

MISCELL.ANEOUS

PUREBRED Jersey bull for service 
at my place at Stith. Bryan Dunagin.

LOST A N D  FOUND
LOST —  Tarpaulin large enough to 
eover 8x24 truck. Reward of |2.50 
for return, Paul Douglas.

W'ashington, Jan. 9. —  President 
Roosevelt sent congress a 117,485,- 
000,000 budget Wednesday, a record 
for peace-time, and served notice that 
he would ask still further funds to 
throw America’s great industrial 
machine into the battle against the 
Axis powers.

During the fiscal year which be
gins next June, he proposed that 
$10,811,.324,000 be spent for the Unit 
ed States armaments program. That 
figure*, and the budget’s total, as 
well, are to be further increased by 
the co.st of war supplies sent to Eng 
land under his lease-lend plan.

By compari.son, the budget for the 
current fiscal year ending next June, 
as revealed W'ednesday, calls for 
total expenditures of $13,202,370,970 
with $6,463,923,000 for defense. In 
the year which closed last June, ex
penditures totaled J8,998,189,706, of 
which the defense item was $1,679,- 
905,425.

Miss Juanita Etter,
Eklgar Balch Wed

A marriage at Baird on Wednes
day evening, Jan. 1, united Edgar 
Batch, bookkeeper for the local office 
of the West Texas Utilities company, 
and Miss Juanita Etter, daughter of 
C. D. Etter, of Brownwood. The 
ceremony was performed by the jus
tice of the peace there.

Mr. Balch, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. H. Balch, of Tyler, has been con
nected with the West Texas Utili
ties for the past three years, having 
only recently been transferred to 
Merkel. The bride has until her mar
riage been employed by Woolworth’s, 
Abilene.

The couple are at home at the Mc- 
Gehee garage apartment, recently 
constructed.

A N N U A L  STOCKHOLDERS’ 
MEETING.

Notice is hereby given: That the 
annual meeting o f the stockholders 
of The Farmers and Merchants Na
tional Bank of Merkel, Texas, will be 
held at the office of said bank on 
Tuesday, the 14th day o f January, 
1941, at 7 o’clock p. m., for the elec
tion of directors and the transaction 
of such other business as may proper
ly come before the meeting.

Booth W’arren, Cashier.

LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS
The wholesale and retail depart

ments o f the Merkel Co-Op station 
are both now located at the station 
on the highway just west of the W’ . 
O. Boney building, former home of 
the Chevrolet agency. Station No. 1 
across from the telephone office has 
been discontinued and the building is 
to be moved from» the lot. Both Em
mett Ayers and Joe B. Toombs will 
continue with the combined Merkel 
Co-Op.

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. James and 
family are new residents o f Merkel, 
having moved here from Malakoff. 
They have rented the Earl Beech 
cottage in the south part of town.

Ralph Ru.ssell ŵ vs ghen first aid 
at Sadler Clinic late Saturday for a 
head injury sustained when a brace 
and bit fell from the hands of a 
REA lineman and struck him as he 
was standing on the ground. The 
butt of the brace struck him.

Word come* that Gerald Derrick 
is now located at Front Royal, Va., 
where he is breaking horses at a 
government camp. He had his pick of 
a herd for his roping horse. There 
are five thousand horses at the camp 
and he handles five per day.

Guests in the E. O. Carson home 
for Sunday dinner to help celebrate 
Mr. Carson’s 56th birthday weie 
Mrs. Artie Jarrell, Mr. and Mrs. L. 
E. Barfield and son, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Parker and Howard Carson, all 
of Abilene, besides members o f the 
immediate family.

----------------- 0------------------

Grand Jury Returns 12 
Indictments T u e s d a y

After it had returned a dozen in 
dictments against 10 defendants, 
members o f the 42nd district grand 
jury, impaneled Monday morning by 
Judge Milburn S. Long, were excus
ed 'luesday afternoon, subject to call.

B. L. Ellis, Abilene banker, wa.s 
grand jury foreman, and Wendell 
Foreman of Elmdale, secretary. 
Other members are Z. D. Hailey, I. 
P. Rogers, J. L. Hollis, R. E. Brad- 
buiy and W. W. Harber, all of Abi
lene; J. W. Teaff, Jr., Merkel; John 
A. Woodard, Jr., Trent; Ben Smith. 
Bradshaw; L. B. .StrotRer, Ovalo and 
Walter Latta, Ovalo.

LODGE CALLS

NOTICE MASONS 
A  stated meeting af Merlnl 
lodge No. 710, A. F. and A. 

^  , will be held Saturday,
Jan. 11, at 7:30 p. m. All members 
are urged to be present. Visiting 
brethren cordially invited.

J, F. Walker, W. M.
W. C. Black, Secretary.

N E W M A N  NEW S
There will be an old-fashioned 

party at the school house Friday 
night, Jan. 10. Everyone is invited.

Mr. and Mr*. Tom Smith, of Syl
vester, Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Reevee 
and son, John L. Jones of Merkel 
and Othdl W. Reeves of Lubbock 
visited in the Reeves home Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Fowler visit
ed in the Boyd home Sunday.

Alice Boen and sons, Mrs. Leon 
Dickerson and son and Othell Reenree 
made a short visit with relatives in 
Merkel Sunday morning.

Mr. and Mrs. Fate Parker are the 
proud parents o f a new baby boy.

Mr*. Slim Derrington and children 
o f Brownfield are visiting in the home 
o f her mother, Mr*. Powell.

Edith Horky and son are visiting 
in Rotan.

Mr. and Mr*. Clay Jones. Mrs. 
liSa Dickerson and Alice Boen made 
a business trip to Sweetwater Fri
day.

Has your subscription expired? 
Come in and renew it next time you 
are in town. Special club rate on 
Pathfinder and setreral Magazine 
Offers.

> ^ s

FORT WORTH
^ t a r T e l e g r a m

1941 W ILL BE ooe of the most
eventful years in the world’s history. 
The wer spreedln^ throughout the 
world end our ewn nationel defense 
pre^am affect the lives of every men, 
woman and child in the United Stetes. 
It affects every phase of e^ricuKure 
end butintts. Nest yeer—of e l years 
—you win want Tha STAR-TELEGRAM  
which wfH reach you first, w'th all the 
news and pichiras from everywhara. 
A COMPLETE STATE DAILY NEWS
PAPER with features for your entire 
family. Taka advanta9 a of the special 
low rates thet enable yee to koep 
ftiJIy informod of f e s t - c h o n 9 i n 9  

a V o n t s 
at t h a y  
he p p a a  
in 1941.

BAR6AIR

BARGAIN

6 DAYS A WfIK

For g short tima only tha mafl 
subscription prica is raducad. , 
SAVE BY BRINGING YOUR 
ORDER TO THIS OFfiCG.

I

Services for Arthur 
Duncan Held at Trent

Arthur Duncan, 16, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. L. Duncan, died at the fam
ily home a mile west of Trent Wed
nesday nwrning at 4. Death resulted 
from s hemorrhage.

Funeral services were held at the 
Trent Methodist church Thursday a f
ternoon at 3, with the burial at the 
Trent cemetery, under the direction 
of Kiker-Knight mortuary o f Abilene.

He is survived by his parents; four 
sisters and six brothers, Mrs. E. D. 
Redding of Conroe; Mrs. Grace Red
ding, ZeLma Ruth Duncan, Clarence, 
Johnnie and W. L. Duncan, Jr., all 
of Trent; Mrs. Stella Mae Smith. 
Palace; Ndlan Duncan, Sweetwater; 
Truman Duncan, California, and 
George Duncan, Ralls.

Out-of-Town Guests 
Visit in West Home

Hospital Notes.
The following patients were admit

ted to the Sadler Clinic during the 
past week; Milton Rylee, Jan. 4, 
treatment; Mrs. J. R. Reese, X-yay 
and treatment, on the 6th; Mrs. E. 
A. Parham, Route 2, treatment, on 
the 6th; R. W. Brownawell, Sweet
water, treatment, on the 7th.

Mrs. C. W. Boston of Marritt, 
Ark., admitted Tuesday with a frac
tured wrist sustained in an auto ac
cident at Trent, and Mrs. Royce Jor
dan, of Trent, who sustained lacera
tions in the same accident, were dis
missed the same day.

Mrs. Roy Harrell, who underwent 
major surgery on Jan. 3, is doing 
aicely.

Condition of George W. Boyce con
tinues critical.

Out-of-toam gueata for the week
end in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlie West were: Mr. and Mra. M. 
B. Jones, Charles, Freda and Melna 
Ann of Hamlin; Mr. and Mra. W. J. 
Coughey and Richard Standard of 
McCazney; Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Clark, 
Bernard, Woodrow, Junior, Willie 
Joe and Patsy Jean of Union Ridge.

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Coughey, cous
ins of Mr, West, spent several days 
after the holidays in the West home.

Navy Hospitals AakaA.
Waahington, Jan. 9. —  Seeratafy 

Knox requested congress Wednaadag 
to authorize the nary to build 
sarvic« hospitals at a total coat 
|C6f;900 at Corpus Christi, 
and five other naval bases.

CCC To EnroU 77,S97.
Washington, Jan. 9.— The CiriUaa 

Conservation Corpa said Saturdajr it  
would begin anrollment on Jan. 8 ot 
77,397 júniora and 4,601 war vetar- 
ana to fill vacancies in 1,500 campa. 
State CCC directora are now recafv- 
ing applications.

Wash -  Lubrication -  Vacuum Geaned
Complete Job . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50
We Have Just Installed a N E W  Hardie Car 

Washing: Machine of Latest T } ^

We Are Also Equipped with Aero*Pres8ure 
Lubrication and Electrolux Vacuum 

Cleaner

m a g n o l ia  s e r v ic e  s t a t io n
WHITE & PALMER, Props.

Heaters Tires Batteries

SPE C IA LS
lor FRIDAY-SATURDAY 

JANUARY 10-11

f R E D £ ^  
WHITE,
\  B R A N D  /

FOODS

WINESAP APPLES -  Doz. 15c
SPUDS. . . . . . . 10 lbs. 19c
CARROTS.. 3 bunches 10c
ORANGES. . . . . . Doz. 15c

FRESH STRAWBERRIES Pint Box 19c

BULK APPLES. .. Peck 35c
LETTUCE. . . . . . . Head 5c
CELERY.. . . . . . Bunch 10c

SUPRE.ME GRAH.A.M

Crackers.. .  1 lb. box 17c
RED & WHITE

Coffee. . . . . . 1 lb. can 25c
RED & WHITE

Fruit Cocktail.... 2 cans 25c
RED & WHITE

Corn, No. 2 can.... 2 for 25c
RED & WHITE

Potted M eat. . . 4 cans 15c
HERSHEY’S

Cocoa. . . . . 1/2 lb. can 10c
T l'R N IP

Greens. . . . .  No. 2 can 10c
MUST.\RD

Greens. . . . . No. 2 can 10c
P.ARD

Dog Food.. . . . . 3 cans 25c
RED ik W HITE

Grape Juice. . . . . . Qt 29c
OUR VALUE

Tomatoes.. 3 No. 2 cans 25c

Pkg. 19c

PURE CANE

Sugar. 10 lb. cloth bag 49c
RED & WHITE

M eal. . . . . . . 5 lb. bag 18c
L.ARGE

Oxydol.. . . . . . .
BULK

Prunes. . . . . . . . 2 lbs. 25c
SP.\r.HETTI or

Macaroni. . . . . . . . Pkg. 5c
C t ' p p I T M  IT

Peanut Butter.. Pint 15c
DEL DIXI

Pickles (sour or dill) Q t 15c
SUN SPUN

Salad Dressing. . . Qt 29c
BLl^ - KROSS 1 Roll Free With

Toilet Tissue. . . 3 for 25c
NILE

S a lm o n .. No. 1 can 15c
RED & WHITE

Laundry Soap.... 7 bars 25c
M A R K E T

SHORTENING
BACON SQUARES. Lb. 15c 
PORK SAUSAGE... Lb. 15c 
SPARE RIBS .. . . . . Lb. 19c

SP E C I A L S
. . . . . . . . . 4 lb. carton 3 9 c

SLICED BACON.. Lb. 23c
WEINERS. . . . . . . . Lb. 15c
CHUCK ROAST. . . Lb. 19c

WEST COMPANY, Merkel 
Herring & Thompson, Noodle

A. W. WOOD, Trent 
E. BRADLEY MERC. CO- Stith
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C U  B FROtfHAM OS' LiK'AL  
HISTORY.

Tile Fortninrhtly Study club held 
its reirular nuH>tinir in the home of 
Mrs. Kima McFarland on Tuesday 
afternoon with the president presid- 
in«.

Mrs. Connor Robinson led a f i f 
teen minute parliamentary drill. Mrs. 
Haynes read an interestinir article on 
criticism. The proirram subject was 
“ Local History,” led by Mrs. Liire 
Gamble. Each club member answered 
roll call with a short talk on "Our 
Town.”

Mrs. Guor.ble read the followinii 
letter from the files of the Merkel 
Mail, .4pril 24, li>14, written by an 
old timer, John Elliott:

“ To the Merkel Mail:
“ I have been thinkinjr of the froiMl 

old days of twenty years atro, o f my 
home and friends of days grone by, 
when Merkel was a wide place in the 
road.

“ At that time old Brother Vaujrhn 
was superintendent of the Gould 
ayatem from Tebo to Trent when dur-!

Ellen Huncan; Mis.ses Mamie Ellis. 
Vennie Heizer, Mildred Holt and .\1- 
zada I’oirue. Two guests were pres
ent, Gramliiiother Sheppard and .Mrs. 
Frank Hamm.

ing the rainy season local freight ra* | 
«s  high as a car a week. Marion 
French, the genial postmaster, sold 
a dollar’s worth of stamps sometimes 
ia one day and ‘Ball Head’ Joe .Mc-j 
Millen, the druggist sold hair re- 
newer, and on Saturday in the suii- 
mer time would get some ice and sell 
cold soda pop. George Boyce sold 
com, feed and eggs and his good 
wife sold that good Jersey butter.

“ Pirk Browning wmld tell us of 
the big tobacco deals and pretty 
women and good whiskey in Old Ken
tucky, while Sam Dunkin skinned us 
on a bill of lumbt‘r and Jim Barnes 
would tell us how he huiite<i possums 
ia Louisiana and sold us lumber at 
coat. .\t that time we were sure Che 
H. B. shoe was the best in the
world because Tom Warren guaran
teed every pair and the Solid Com
fort was the chief of plows, for 
George West said so. Bill Sheppard 
sold us porter-house steak at 6 centa 
a pound, but, of course, it was none 
of our business where he got it.

“ I remen»ber well when Merkel 
went out o f the saloon business, when 
that good old man. Jake Brooks, pil
ed up his stock of booze and made 
a bonfire out of it and my old friend. 
Dad Huffman, wiped the tears from 
his cheeks and Jack Haley danced 
the war dance and on Sunday we 
went to church to hear Brother Bak
er preach the gospel. During those 
times W. W. Wheeler was superin
tendent of the Sunday School and 
extraordinary' justice o f the peace 
and when he issued his referendum 
and recall the eril-doers had to dig 
op or hunt for green pasture and, last 
but not least, that grand old man,
J. C. Calvert, stood at the masthead 
and guided the nidder of the religi
ous Merkel Mail and guided its des
tiny, which fnim that day to this 
has ever stood for the best interest 
o f the periple of Merkel and the Mer
kel country.”

C3ub members present were Mes- 
dames Len Sublett, Johnny Cox, 
Elma McFarland, Connor Robinson, 
Lige Gamble. W. T. Sadler, Comer 
Haynes. Elsie Nash, W. B. Petty,

J l ’S'lOR STCDY C l . r n  HHARS 
CI RST Sf'RAh'KR.

.Misses Hettie Ixtgun Clay and 
Ruth West combined hostess duties 
last Week, using the home of Miss 
Billie tJardner in entertaining mem
bers of the Junior Study club.

.\ most interesting program was 
given on “ Luxuries With Which to 
■Appoint the Table." .Mrs. Raymond 
Ferguson discusswl "Linen and Sil
verware." .After this Mrs. E. .\. I’ li- 
ler of .Abilene, who is a.s.s«K-iateil 
with Presley Jewelry company, and 
an authority on finer China and 
glassware, was introduced as guest 
speaker for the afternoon.

Club guests were Mrs. Rex Ri'ddell 
of .Anson, Mrs. W. D. Ruffin of .Abi- 
len* and Mrs. ITiler. Mrs. C. B. Gard
ner was al.v) a guest along with the 
following club inemb»-rs; Mesdanies 

I J. E. Boaz, Jr., Carroll Benson. .Andy 
Shouse. Raymond Ferguson, L. C. 
Zehnpfennig, Darid Gamble, W renn 

 ̂Ehirham. Elmo Collins, Pete West; 
M isses Laverne Dunbar, Billie Gard 
ner, P'ranees Clevclanii, Mildred 
Hamm. Imogene Schulze, Ruth West, 
Hettie Logan Clay.

RURAL SOCIKTY
BRIDAL SHOWER.

Mrs. Wayne Satterwhite. Mi's. 
Norman Sloan and .Miss Jewell Chan- 
cey were oo-hostesses for a bridal 
shower honoring .Mrs. Cline Satter- 
w'hite, nt*e Geraldine Sloan, on Thurs
day, Jan. 2 .

A blue and white color scheme was 
earned out in the white cake, topped 
by a miniature bride and groom, on 
a luce-laid table, blue and white 
candles and blue wedding Wlls as 
plate favors.

.After playing games and present
ing the gifts, n-freshinents of chicken 
salad and pimento chi-ese sandwiches, 
potato chips, mints, cookies and hot 
chocolate were served to Mesdanies 
Cline Satterwhite, J. .M. Sloan, E. V. 
Satterwhite, H. R. Chancey, O. L. 
Justice. .Albert Chancey, R. 1. Jack- 
son, Chester Lucas, Henry Martin, 
Lyle Cade, Clyde Chancey, Waldo 
Cox, Earnest Dixon. Kyle Blair, 
Troy Sloan, R. J. Dixon, O. W. Sose- 
bee, .A. W. Clemmer, Grover Blair, 
J. R. Lassiter, Big Spring, Earnest 
Tarpley, Jeff Chancey, Odelle Vick. 
Norman Bicknell; Misses Cleo Reece, 
Sybil Dixon and Dorothy Jackaon.

O^hei's sending gifts W'ere Mes- 
dames Houston Scott, .Abilene, John 
Thompson. Claude Smith, Edw'in 
Reed, Ed Martin. H. B. Henley. 
Claude Jinkens, George Cooper. Fred 
Jackson and Grandma Burrow's,

Services Here Ev e r y  
Second, Fourth Sunday

Rev. J. Basil Rani.'iey, ni'w pastor 
u* Grace Pre.shytcrian church, preach
ed his first sermons last Sunday. He 
will go the coming Sunday to Tus
cola, which church he serves jointly 
with the .Merkel and Tye pastorates

.After this menth. the Merkal 
church will have preaching services 
the second and fourth Sundays 
with communion each second Sunday 
Tuscola will have the first Sunday 
while on the third Sunday Rev. Mr 
Ramsey will preach in the mor:iing 
at Tye and at Merkel at night.

Friday, January 10, IGil.

In The
i Churches

n o.w A \ ’S V ISSIOS'A R Y 
SOCIETY.

The Woman's .Missionary society of 
the Grace Presbyterian church met 
Monday afternoon, with Mrs. John 
W est leader of the program on the 
work of the National Missions sta
tions in Mexico. .Alaska. Chile and 
.America.

For the devotional on "Faith" 
Scriptu'.'es were given by the leader 
from Matthew, Luke and Romans.

“ Chri.stianity and Democracy," by 
Dr. Cavert, was discussed by Mrs. 
Connor Robinson. Work in Mexico, 
"A  Day’s Call”  by M. E. Ewing, was 
given by Mrs. R. A. Walker. VNork 
in Alaska, "They Waited Half a 
Century,”  was given by Mrs. W. M. 
Elliott, and the work in Chile, 
“ Escuela Popular, at its 16th Ceii- 
tury” by Cora Smith, was discussed 
by Mrs. Delma Compton. “ The 
Church and International Peace.”  
discussed by the leader, and prayer, 
led by Mrs. Robinson closed the pro
gram.

A business session followed the 
program. .Mrs. Robinson will be the 
next leader of the program on A fr i
ca.

SHOWER FOR SEWl.YWEDS.
.A show'er for Mr. and .Mrs. H. W. 

Higgins of Merkel was given Friday 
afternoon of last week in the home 
of Mr. ami Mi's. .Angus tiarv'in with 
Betty Russell and Christine Garvin 
hostes.ses. Games were played and re
freshments w'eie served to the fol
lowing ;

The honorec and Mesdanies R. H.

PERSONALS
Mr. and Mr.s. Luther Pence am 

daughters. Wanda Ruth and Alma 
Jane, of Sw'eetw'iiter, w'ere Sunday 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. AV. H. Pence 
and other Merkel relatives.

Week-end guests of Mr. and Mrs 
W. C. Church were their daughter and 
.son-in-law, RtA. and Mrs. R. L. 
Willingham, and daughter, Helen 
Carolyn, ot Clayton, X. M.

Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Sheppard 
returned Tuesday morning to Dallas 
after a week-end visit w'ith his par 
onts, Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Sheppard

M iss Marie Smallwood of the Small- 
w'oml ranch, Runnels county, is the 
guest this w'eek of her uncle and 
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Wood.

.Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Campbell and 
son.s, Warren and Ted Allen, of San 
A rxgelo, were guests this week of 
his mother, Mrs. J. F. Campbell, and 
other relatives.

E. L. Bankhead of Sw'eetwater w'as 
the guest this week of his sister, Mr.<. 
O. J. Adcock, and family.

Harry M. McCandless of Plain-

Chevrolet A g e n c y  to 
Occupy Boney Building

The W. O. Boney building, or 
Front street, formerly used by the 
Grable Motor company, has been 
leased to W. R. Yazell of Carlton, 
who plans to occupy the building 
about Jan. I.*).

Mr. Yazell has secured the Chev
rolet agency in Merkel.

I f  you have any visitors, Phone 29 
or 61.

Queen T heatre
“Showing the Pick of Pictures for Less”

FRIDAY-SATl RDAY
The Thrill Spectacle of the Year

“Foreign Correspondent
With Joel .McC'rea —  I.,araine Day 
Added: Color Cartoon and Serial

♦»

Saturday Preview, 11 p. m., Sunday-Monday
Itette Davis at Her .\II-Time Hest

In “The Letter”
With Herbert Marshall —  James Stephenson 

Also Popeye Cartoon and News

TUESDAY O NLY— Bargain Nile— 10c-15c
Robert F*aige —  Virginia Dale

“Dancing on a Dime”
Added: “Bring Himself Bark Alive,” Cartoon and 

Selected Short Subjects

$$ W EDNESDAY-THURSDAY
James Stcfwart —  Rosalind Russell

“NO TIME FOR COMEDY”
Special Added Attractloii; “March of the Marines’" 

In Technicolor

$$

Hord of Winters, Minnie Higgins, | view was an overnight guest -Monday 
Vernon Jones, Dean Higgins, Bill 
Hayes, Ollie Higgins. Paxton Hayes.
W. C. Ixv. W. M. Hays. W. V. Beene,
L. G. Hass. J. D. Jaynes. Ted Hamm,
Johnny Co\. Ida Armstrong, J. Ben 
Campbell, .Aiî ius Garvin; Misses 
Ideen Ely, Vera Ely, Eldw'in Dwain 
Higgins, Carrol Hays, Betty Rus
sell apd Christine Garvin.

Those sending gifts w'ere Mes
dames J. D. Jones, Mary Risinger,
Joe Risinger, Vernon Hudson. Carl 
Bacrus, Jim Smith, M. M. Madison 
of Sweetw'ater, and Mrs. W. H. La- 
ney and family; Messi-s. and Mes
dames Charlie Higgins, Warren Hig- 
gtns. Bill Collins, J. A. Horton, Bus
ter Horton, Ben Stallo and H. Stallo 
and Misses Nora Foster and 
Higgins of Abilene.

.WT. Pl.EASAS’T WSCS.
The Mt. Pleasant Society of Chris

tian Service met in the home of Mrs. 
Virgil Patterson on Wedne.sday a f
ternoon, Jan. 1. The meeting was 
called to order by the president and 
opening prayer was given by Mrs. 
Stewart. Roll call was answered with 
a New Year’s resolution. Date was 
set to quilt the quilt at Mrs. Pat 
Arnold’s home on Thursday, Jan. 16.

Those on program were Mesdames 
W. B. Hill. Morris Smith and R. S. 
Darden, Jr. Closing prayer was led 
by Mrs. Hill.

Refreshments were servad to nine 
ladies and four children.

Noodle School News
The Noodle girls’ basketball team 

entered the Trent tournament last 
week, and emerged with the third 
place trophy.

In the first round Noodle defeat
ed Trent B team 37-8. In the second 
round,. Noodle met and defeated 
Blackwell 32-20 in what was called 
the best game of the meet. In the 
semi-finals the team was beaten by 
Eula, 32-23. In the play-off, they 
won over Sylvester 38-27.

Rose McCain won a gold basket
ball a.s one of the out-standing play
ers of the tournament. She made 18 
points in the Noodle-Blackwell game.

Tuesday night the basketball girls 
and boys playeil Lueders for their 
first conference game.

The girls tied with « 27-27 score. 
According to the league rules, a 
game with a tied score can not be 
played o ff the same night. The game 
w.ll be played o ff at the Noodle gym 
at a later date.

The boys got beat by a few points.

of his parents, .Mr. and Mrs. W. A 
Mc(’and!es.s.

Jack Kempt'r was home to spend 
the wi*ek-end with his wife and chil
dren. He had been gone for five 
months with race horses in Mexico 
and recently has moved to Phoenix, 
Ariz., where he will be located for 
two months.

Miss CeVene Daniel has accepted 
a position in the offices of J. Frank 
Clark in the Clinic building, Abilene.

Here for a week-end visit in the 
T. G. Bragg borne were Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Bragg and son, Granville, 
of Chillicothe, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Marr, of Stephenville. Return
ing home. Mr. and Mrs. Wallace 

Lola i Bragg were accumpanied by Mrs. 
Bragg’s mother, Mrs. Della Campbell, 
after an extended visit here with her 
sisters. Misses Mossye and Eula 
Sears, and other relatives.

Mr. and Mrs. Odie Latimer and 
son, Jimmy lyce, accompanied by Mrs. 
Latimer’s niece, Mavilenc Seymore, 
left Tuesday to return to Chowchilla, 
Calif., after an extended holiday 
visit here.

Roy Propst, a former Merkel boy 
now’ one of the directors of the Ideal 
Security Life Insurance company, 
.\nson. was here on business last 
week, also visiting with old friends.

Woodrow Clark, who is working 
for the Walco Engineering and Con
struction Company, has been trans
ferred to Eden, Texas.

Mrs. Sidney Foy of Baird arrived 
Sunday to be with her mother, Mrs. 
Henry West, who was seriously ill. 
Condition of Mrs. West was reported 
much improved Thursday morning.

John W. Wheeler left Wednesday 
for Phoenix, Ariz., and will probably 
be away some time.

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
There were 481 present at the six 

reporting Sunday Schools here last 
Sunday, as compared with 473 the 
previous week. On the same Sunday 
a year ago the attendance was 406.

.̂ ’ 'R ST BAPTIST CHURCH.
Sunday School at 10 a. m. Morning 

.sermon at II. Training Union 6. 
During January the evening service, 
7 p. m., will honor the young people.

Teachers’ ana officers’ meeting 
and prayer meeting 7 We-dnesday 
evening.

Cooper Waters, Pastor.

METHODIST CHURCH.
Sunday School 9:45 a. m. Morning 

worship service 11 a. m. Intermcdiute 
League* 6:15 p. m. Senior-^. P. 
League 6:15 p. ni. Eveniqg service. 
7 p. m- Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service Mondays at 2:30. Mid-Week 
.service Wednesdays at 7:15 p. m. 
Stewards meet second Tuesday night 
in each month.

Marvin Boyd, Pastor.

EPWORTH LEAGUE.
The IntermediaU* Epworth League 

met Sunday night, Jan. 5, the first 
meeting in 1941. Verse.s of the 119th 
Psalm were read in turn by Mary 
Faye Johnson and Frank Simpson. 
Seven out of the fourteen on roll 
were present.

Miss Lela Patterson, the sponsor, 
read a paper on “ What Will We Bt 
and Be Doing in "Ven Years from 
Now?"

Program for next Sunday has not 
been completed. N w  members are 
welcome.

Wheat Insurance Under 
AA A  Plan Ends Jan. 15

Jan. 15 is the deadline for insur
ing wheat under the government 
plan, it is stated by John Curb, 
county A.KA chairman, and wheat 
sowed after that date will not be 
eligible for insurance if it fails.

Since the turn of the century, more 
than 80,000,000 passenger cars and 
ti'ucks have been produced in the 
United States.

ELI CtSE
------and S O N -------
GROCERY & MARKET

PHONE 234

BANANAS 2 doz. 25c 
LEMONS... Doz. 19c
Grapefruit Doz. 15c

In New York City paiblic schools 
142,218 students are learning foreign 
languages. French leads with 60,000.

The average increase in the sale 
of electric light bulbs in the United 
States is 10 per cent a year.

CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sunday services: Bible classes 9:45, 

preaching at 10:45, young people’s 
moating at 6:15. Preaching at 7 p. m.

Wednesday evening Bible study at 
7 o'clock.

You are inrv'ited to attend.
Lee Starnes, Minister.

NAZARENE CHURCH.
Sunday School 10 a. m. Preach

ing 11 a. m. and 7:30 p. m. N YPS  at 
6:30 Sunday evening. Prayer meet
ing Wednesday evening at 7:36 
o’clock.

Everyone ia cordially invited tc 
these services.

G. O. Crow, Pastor.

FU N D A M E N TALIST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH.

Preaching Saturday night at 7 
o’clock. Sunday Senool 9:45 a. in. 
Preaching 11 a. m. and 7 p. m. Prayei 
meeting Wednesday evening at 7.

M. C. Miller. P.'stor.

NU B IA  M. E. CHURCH.
Sunday School and League met at 

regular hotirs last Sunday, with good 
attendance. Officers and teachers sug
gested that each and every one resolve 
to meet in the House of the Lord at 
least once a week and to make bet
ter use o f the literature, which is 
available for us.

Sunday, Jan. 12, is regular church 
day. Brother Stewart and wife will 
he present with spiritual messages; 
so let’s see what we as individuals 
can do toward having a large congre
gation. There will be League and 
church Sunday evening, beginning at 
7:30. We invite all visitors to come.

Reporter.

M AGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS.
We will appreciate the privilege ol 

sending in your subscription to tht 
leading magazines. On a great many 
of them, if  you want to include your 
subscription to The Mail, we arc in 
position to make special clubbing of* 
fer. See us before you renew.

Burial Services for 
Infant Held at Anson

Burial of the infant son of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. A. Parham, Route 1, 
took place at Anson Tuesday after
noon. The child was bom Monday 
night and lived only a few hours.

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Parham, Route 
1. are the paternal grandparents, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Y. B. Mayfield, Route 
4, the maternal grandparents.

-------------o—-----------
Adding machine rolls 16c or two 

for 26c; regular retail prica every 
where. For sale at the Merkel Mail.

Pathfinder Polls 
Public Opinion

P A T H FIN D ER
PATH FIN D ER  polls keep millions of folks everywhere 

posted In advance on vital questions— war, politics, elec
tions, farm problems, labor, world events. An exclusive 
PATH FIN D ER  feature. Nothing 
else like it. A  real news sensation.

■ R e a d  m More Than a 
Million Home»

Besides, PATHFINDER is the world’s 
oldest and most widely-read news maga
zine, bringing to you in words and pic
tures everything that happens, fresh from 
the worlds news center in Washington.
World events verified snd interpreted, 
boiled down into 20 interesting depart
ment»—unbissed, non-partisan, depend
able, complete.^Costs 75% less.

patKFiKBIr BOTH,;:;: Only $ 1.60

fro« thg

CARROTS 3 bchs. 10c 
CABBAGE.. Lb. 2V2C
FRESH DIT. N EW

SPUDS LB. 5c
Turnips, Tops Bch. 5c 
LETTUCE.. . Head 5c
SPUDS "»̂14g
Oxydol.. 25c size 18c 
Gold Dust 2 pkgs. 5c
PALM OLIVE

SOAP__ _ Bar 5c
Pure Cane —  Kraft Bags

Sugar '• '»46c
Pineapple 3 cans 25c
A N Y  FLAVOR

JELLÒ........ Pkg. 5c
Post Bran 2 pkg. 17c
PURE

lard‘"'"34c
Pork & Beans.. 5c
Potted Ham 3 can 10c 
Catsup 14 oz. hot 10c
STERLING —  32 oz. PKGS.

Salt
FOLGER’S

COFFEE.... 2 lbs. 50c
KIM BELL’S BEST

Flour. 48 Ibsfl $1.44
Hologna.. . Lb. 10c
Cottage Cheese.. 15c
Sliced BreakfastBacon "̂ 23c
Chuck Steak.. Lb. 20c
BRISKET

ROAST.. . Lb. 15c
KRa FT'SCheese>̂21c
OLEO__ .... Lb. 10c
Pork Chops.. Lb. 19c


