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PLANT,FLOWER 
EXCHANGE UONS 
HALL ANNOUNCED

\

Entrants in Home and Lawn 
BMutification Contest and 
'Phose Contemplatinsr Enter- 
tering Asked to Participate.

A plant and flower exchange for en> 
tranU in the Honte and Lawn Beauti­
fication contest sponsored by the Lions 
club of this city and also for those 
as well who contemplate entering be­
tween now and May 1st, the closing 
date for entries, will be held Wednes­
day, March 26, at the Lions club hall. 
The hours are from 9 untill 11 and 
Mrs. Sam Swann, chairman of the 
committee, will be on hand, assisted 
by other ladies, to receive the plants 
and flowers and to assist in the ex­
change.

Of course, there is no charge. Those 
having surplus bulbs, cuuiiigs and 
plants are asked to bring them to the 
exchange and they are entitled to re­
ceive in exchange any plant.* or flow­
ers on hand and for whith they have 
need in thtlr own yards. Thid plan will 
enable many entrants in the contot t ) 
secure desired plants und bulbs for 
their own u.m“, while they will be as­
sisting ethers by furnishing thtir »ui- 
plus.

Plant« sugge^U'd for this .««u.- in, 
which ate probutily overcrowiiing beus 
in some ol the yards, are daisies, vio­
lets. perennial flocks, pansies, chrysan­
themums, cuttings ot hedge plants, 
rannas or any annuals.

Several have <,lready signed the 
application blanks, one of which is 
printed in this issue of the .Mail, 
among them being Mesdames Dee 
(irimes, T, G. Bragg, A. T, Sheppard, 
J. T. Dennis, Charles H. Jones, Byers 
Petty and Robert and Thomas Jr. 
,^Uarden.

Those desiring to enter have until 
May first to sign the application 
cards, as entries will be ciased at that 
time.

Judging will begin July first and, 
as announced in the beginning of the 

.contest the judges will be selectr-d 
from out of town and will not be m:itle 
known until after the winners are an­
nounced.

The classes of entrants are divided 
as to those who own their own home« 
and those who rent. Besides the silver 
cup, offered by the .Mail as the priie 
ojier tc all. first and second prizes 
will be given in each of the above two 
classes for the following; most beauti­
ful front yard, most beautiful back 
yard, most beautiful flower garden, 
most beautiful individual «hrub, most 
beautiful bed of zinnia.* and most 
beautifu' btal of roses.

The list of prizes will be announced 
at an early date, but it can b<* stated 

. BOW that they will be well worth while 
consisting of plants, shurbs and flow­
ers in season at the time o f the 
awards, as well as prizes donated by 
local merchants both for the home and 
yard use.

With the city election less than two 
weeks off, considerable political activ­
ity was noted the first part of this 
week and as the result two tickets for 
aldermanic honors have been submit­
ted by friends of the prospective can­
didates. Three aldermen are to be elec­
ted 'at the regular city election on 
Tuesday, April i , to fill the places 
now occupied by R. O. Anderson,
Booth Warren and W. H. Frazier.

Two of these have declined to en­
ter for re-election, but at the solicita­
tion of friends Booth Warren has con­
sented to stand for re-election. Sup­
porters of the administration have al­
so secured the consent of T. G. Bragg 
and Herbert Patterson to allow the 
use o f  their names in the race for city 
alderman.

Thursday morning friends of L. L.
Muray, Herbert Patterson and L. R.
Thompson submitted the names of 
these three men.as candidates for the
ijdermanship. It will be noted that, ChiKholm Trail .\rea Leaders .41-

Forty Years Old
With this issue of the Mail, we begin the foKy* 

first year of newspaper history in Merkel. The .Mail 
was established March 20, 1890, by M. J. Cox, who 
was universally known as *̂ Mary Jane”  Cox and than 
which no other given name was ever known, accord­
ing to those of his time here and those who knew him 
later in life in other parts of Texas.

.Much of the early history of Merkel, reprinted 
herewith with some revisions and necessary addi­
tions to bring the beginnings up to date, is to be cred­
ited to the first edition of the .Mail, which was four 
pages, six columns in size, and which was complimen­
ted by contemporaries throughout the state as a well 
prepared weekly newspaper, reflecting much credit to 
its editor.

For these early copies of the Mail, the present |Milb> 
Ushers are indebted to Sam Butman, Sr., who has 
supplied the files of the first year complete and in a 
good state of preservation.

SCOUT JAMBOREE 
DATES MAY 2-3

so Discuss Finance Plans 
-At Session.

Ikrbert Patterson's name is included ! 
or both tickets. • !

The nanus of all these candidates | 
appear in the regular announcement j 
column of the Mail this week. |

The election for trusteees for t h e B o y  Scouts of .\merica 
Merkel Independent Sch«)ol district is 
to be held Saturday, .\pril 5. The' 
term;-, «»f three tru.itees expire at th:

-Itime, O. J. Adcock, tiresident of the 
jboard. A. J. Canon and Eli Case, and 
|ih»se three genthmen have signified 
, their intention to serve an* ther term,
¡if the voters shall ehoose to rc-eU-ct 
' them.

Joe Costutter, 45, oil well driller, 
was burned to death in a residence 

I fire at Rig Spring Monday.
I While completing arrangements for

Entry Blank
LIONS HOME AND LAWN 

BEAUTIFICATION 
CONTEST

.Merkd, Texas
Please enter my name in the 
class checked.

Improving and beautifying the 
home grounds by proper plant­
ing o f trees, ahrube, flowers, 
etc., better kept yards, and clean­
er alleys and streets.

Class 1— Those who own their 
homee.

Class 2— Those who rent their 
homes. •

Name

Address

Mail to
Mrs. Sam Swann, Chairman, 

Home and Lawn Beautification 
Contest,

' Merkel, Texas^
(Entries must be received be­

fore May 1st.)

PRACTICAL FACTS 
ACRES PER FARM 
PLANIEDTOFEED

County Agent Hcnld Quote« Fig­
uren from Census of Tnyler 
Farms to Show Advantages o i 
Raining More Feed Staffs.

When - ficial« of the Chisholm Tra.l I*'*» Clary. 73. re- S w e e t W a t C r  M a i l  iS

Named Comptroller jmet in lawyer, dropped dead .M'^nday in ,
. ’ ihi.< home in Amarillo.

reMiion Tuesday at .Aoiiene, they voted c- 1 u 1 1 • .i.-'  »Vito Funeral services were held :n Abi- 1
ti make application for state papers | lene Sunday for George W. Fry, presi-' 
Ahich will give the council recogni­
tion a.« the Chi«h(dm Trail .Area Coun- 
. il foundation. It is aid to b«> one of 
the few in .America undertaking this 
inovcnier...

On W c-4iit*>day, GtH>ric<* H. Sheppard [offit *■ tt enct-ura^r- more ft and to
dent of the West Ti xa  ̂ Ltiiiti» com» Sweetwater, county demf'crat ic *̂<*-*'r field r-Âed.
pan>. who died Thursday aj hi. home ..^.i^tan of N’ olan county, and .r -   ̂ ^
m that city. . . .  , . . tvr*-<r 15.000 and JO.W'O acres underan I vviiii.n. (r*g«*d in the real estate and in«urarrce * .■ , . ,hmery .Abernathy anti William tt rrace in tm- Jnty, wh* reas only a
Tiirne:, twô  of the three men. who butiness there, accepted the a p p o i n t - y .  . -the: w-re only 7,-

capetl from the Mt I.annaii -ounty ment by Governor Moody t*» the uifioei or* • rrac ti. Ail of it needs to
a few day* art*, hav. l!i-.̂ in arre..t- ot «tat« ■-•omptroller. He is a cou»m t f  w terra-«d to k. wa; 1 that falls on

d in .Middleton, Ohio. our fellow-townsmen. .A. T. Sheppard, h< farm« in the farm land. When a
.Mrs. I.addie .Miller, 57. wife of Sam ^  _ j  Sheppard and Tncle Bill She^- IT»Hon of water runs off. it is capable

“ T m  redaction of cotton acraage 
meaiw planting nsore feed," is the way 
C. M. Heald, Taylor county agant, 
looks at the situation in speaking be­
fore the Lions club Tuesday in re­
ference to the movement in Texas for 
the purpose of producing and feeding 
livestock on the farms. “ The purpoaa 
of this movement," he said, “ is to mar­
ket f t ^  through stock."

“ To«lay there is an actual shortage 
of feed in this section,”  he said. “ The 

ifarm census of the county shows very 
little feed on the farms and you would 
b« surprised at the number who do not 

j plant any feed. No state can exist 
I without livestock on its program. The 
amount i.f feed in this county is less 

ithar two tons of milu maize to the 
farm. Following the plan of cotton 

iai-tag« reduction, there would be no 
|-urplus of feed, because as it is now 
there is less than 12 acr«*s of f'*t*d 

I plant! d to the farm in thi. county. It 
the *n«lcavor of the county agent’sI-I*.

th« *< ,itin Tuesday, which con-
’ tither entrant; mav follow within through the dinner hour and, jail
ithc next few .lavs in the contest for unl'"-»'od that night, .lat.« for the an- 
school trust«e.s, an.l it is possible other jamb«r.-e to be held at the per-

icandidates may be heard from in the trianeiit camp near Buffalo (tap were | E. .Miller, veteran editor of the .Miner- paril. '  jo ' carrying from om to thr«^ pounds
aldermanic races. *' ■ '̂*r .May 2̂  and 3 *nd a ruling was a] Wells Ind«*x. died suddenly Tues-j The new comptroller, who was born! >f plant fo«»d with it and for this rea-

day at her home a.« the result of -  I- ... . . . . . .
stroke of apoplexy.Merkel’s New Marshal 

Has Assumed Duties i

made that a scout will be allowed to 
take part in only three definite events 
during the affair.

* 'in  Waco but reared in the .«oJthcrn ' «on te ra-ing is urged to save rn̂ t onl.v 
portion o f .N’ olan county, has served |the water but the plant food that dia-*^

Having been appointed by the m ayor 'Chisholm Trail council, and Herbert
and city council at a special meeting.' «"«n ee  chairman. Decision
Perry P. Dickinson, a former police 1''* *  * " 8  finances to be
officer of Abilene, assumed his duties ' ui ukr the leadership of Mr. 
last Friday as Merkel’s city marshal, i * special committee.

Major K. .M. A an Za^dt, 93, active;»^ secretary of the board o f city devel-! ■PP«’*»^ with the water.”
Council fmances were discussed by president of the Fort Worth National opment o f Sweetwater, was county as- The above gives some idea o f the 

James P. j»tinson, president of the bank since its organizaUon 66 .vears jeessor o f .Nolan county for four terms thoroughly practical talk made by the
ago, died at his home in Fort Worth land also was mayor o f Sweetwater .speaker, wht> is doing a splendid work 
from heart trouble Wednesday. from 1920 to 1926. serving as secretary

Cecil Durham. Jr., 20 months old son I of the chamber o f commerce /it the 
of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Durham, died same time. He is a past president of 
at Beaumont of injuries received when the state tax a.ssessors’  association

many friends since coming to our city. j«n ’ti'ver.-ary of .Scouting and in honor 
Right at this time, attenion is called ^ ê occasion President Hoover open

in this rvmnty. He was a visitor in the 
city and, while he had piepared no set 
rpe«*ch, his summary o f the feed crop 
situation and his explanation o f  tiM 
terracing plans afford<d material for 
so’oer thought and further con«truc-

ef. turned over to the tax rolectorr of each tiv« w«irV on the part of the Liona
Governor Moody Tuesday filed with- rounty the collecting of automobile ' clcb in their endeavor to «rooperate 

Last week marked the twenty-second I out his signature the bill enlarging lice ■ fi«»s. ¡with the farmers of this secticn.

He removed here at once with his fam-j Twenty-four officials, representing | he upset a bucket of boiling water on !and in 1918 was called to .Austin to 
ily and they are located on Oak street, towns of the area, |himself at the home of his grandmoth-'work out a system when the state
The new city marshal is a peace o f - ) attendance, 
ficei of several years’ standing, with | MERKE3. chartek members
an excellent reputation, and ha.« made t

'by Mayor J. I', .‘»harp and'the mem- 
;bers of the city council to the fac’ 
I that all stop sign.« must be observ«^! 
and prohibited turns at alleys and T' 

j turns at some of the str«^t intersec 
tions will not be iiermitted. For the

ed the week with a radio atldress .Mon­
day night.

Merkel .Scout tix>op No, 20, which 
.vas organize«) in 1925, has the distinc-

powers of the railroad commission i _  _______ ____________
in regulating pipe lines and designa- R ecord  o f  B irths,
ting pipe line owners and operators' (; ! tr JIi. an«i .vlrs. Wiiie 
as public utilities. ‘ burn Fridav, March 14,

As she cr«>ssed a busy downtown Boy, to .Mr. and .M .. f  H R

prr.ent, City .Marshal Dickinson

cation along this line, it is stated that 
all traffii- violators •will be arrested.

street in Dallas, a widow dropped an r«^iding in the canyon, .Monday, March 
tino of being the only troop in this envelope containing two bonds worth 17 1930.
( uncil that has been active ever since $1.000. representing her life saving.* j Boj . to Mr. and .Mx«. R. C. \Vh< el. 

iti organization anti has grown to ainnd when she later note«! her loss she residing *outh of town, Ihiesday,
returm*d for a fruitle.ss search. (.March Is 1930.

.After being relieved of his duties 
as grand ma.«ter of the Texas Odd Fc!

^giving warning to all who violate these , of R*- including members
I ordinances, b’lt, after a perio«! of p«I*j - ««•contl Merkel troop. No. G6

j AV. C, Boney presided at the lunch- 
'eon Tuf-day. The club singing '»’as led 

Ma-’h- by E. A'ates Brown, with Mrs. B-own 
1930. a* the piano, and the invocation was 

•m. de’ ’'  i««l by Rex. R. .A. Walker.
Th« only guer-t pr«r;.ent beside« Mr. 

H-aid w.n.« W. A. Tittle, a brother of 
 ̂ if" Tittle introduced m a Lion from 

‘ B 'wnfield. In a few mrief tvmarks he 
) (Ct ntinued on Page Four)

/
Charter members of Troop 20 are:

\\. .A. W hiteley, John D. Coats and low*, in convention at Abilene, Barry 
Sterling Sheppard, all three of whom \iiHer Monday mailed his application

. Sinnitariiim N otes.
Mrs. Melvin S. Davis was reported 

re-ting well at the Merkel Sanitar­
ium Thursday after a major oiK-ration 
on Wednesday

:arc attending is. M. I’ .; William Shep- 
'par«l. Simmon.s U.; J. T. Darsey, Jr.,

to the state chairman ns a candidate 
for the office of governor of the stat«-. 

Benjamin Sheppard and Byron Patter-j when an ice box rolled against him
and pinned him b«*lween it and the ser-

At a meeting of Region 9, including ¡vice door, A. D. McDonald, 30, of
Clyde Mayfield was brought to the '* ‘’ ‘  **.®*'̂  Oklahoma, New Mexico, j  Virginia Minn., was strangled to 

Merkel Sanitarium Tuesday for an ! Texas, which is to be 1 death at Dallas as he was trying to
emerllency operation for appendicitis 
and is doing nicely, according to late 
report.s.

held at Fort lAorth next Friday, I enter his apartment through a small 
'March 28, Chief Scout F.xecutive service door rather than awaken his 
i Beard of New York City* will be the family.

MERKEL 20 YEARS AGO
(From the Files of Merkel Mali March 25, 1910.)

! chief speaker and it 'is expected that 
' evcral of the leaders from this coun- 
icil area will attend the regional meet- 
j ing.

W ell Pleased With .
Advertising Stunt

Orval D. Kenn«Hly, sixteen year old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Kennedy 
of Brownwood, has recently sold a 
short, short story, entitled “ The Un­
known Partner,”  to Collier’s magazine 
and has received a check for $100 for 
his reward. i

The first real item of actual work 
in the construction of our system of 
water works transpired this week 
when G. W. Kelley of Opalousas began 
unloading and hauling four cars of 
material to the site selected on Elm 
str«*et, a couple of blocks west of the 
postofifee where fine plant is to be 
located. Before long Me will have in 
operation a system which will be a 
source of pritle, pleasure and profit 
for our citizens.

The Mail this week announces the 
candidacy of Mr. J. Fuller for the of­
fice of district clerk of Taylor coun­
ty.

Mr. and Mi 1. Cleveland Johnson of 
Trent were visitors in our fair city- 
last week.

I/etch Hunnicutt returned to Mer­
kel this week from Alabama, resum­
ing his old job at the Elite.

Arthur C. Browning, now a full- 
fle«lged and prosperous knight of the 
grip, was in Merkel this week with 
homefolks.

“ Skinney”  Evans drove the Mitchell 
car of G. W. Boyce to Ballinger last 1

Owls at Ballinger.

Responding to the advertisement in 
.the last issue of the Mail that Satur- 

weeK and says he will take Mr. Boyce „ „ c h  15, wa.s “ free ice cream
and Mr. Holcomb back this week W'henjday.”  hundreds visited the City Drug 
they will finish organizing a nest of | store on that occa-sion and the proprie­

tor, H. H. Jenkins, feels gratified at 
I the suce.ss of the stOnt.

D/. C. W. Watson and James ' t^e features of service in his
Bright of Trent were visitors to our fountain department to which

~ , . .  , Mr. Jenkins wishes to call attentioncity Sunday, making the trip in .Mr. . .v . u i. 1 * u„  . , IS that he has samples of mould.s onBright s new runabout i- « < • ,  .  u •. ;di.- play for ice cream favors to be used
o  I««!- • J 1. I f o r  p a r t ie s , e tc .Roy Elliott, a windmill promoter ____________ ______

of this place, spent the first' .v days “ T w o  D ays to  M arry .”
of the week at Stith assisting in th e ! Owing to the threatening rain, the
crecYion of a windmill. Mr. Elliott left attendance for the presentation of the 
fur Stith again 
similar mission.

Cattle and Livestock.
On Tue.sday Dudley ami Hunger 

shipped a car of sheep to Fort Worth 
and on Wednesda.v J. A. Patterson 
shipped a car of mixed cattle to the 
same point.

!  A

^ Q W N  D O C T O R ^ I
|m

Wednesday on

See those new Panama 
Kugue-Hamilton's.

« .p lay, “ Two Days to .Marry,” at the(
j White Church school building last Fri-
I

Skirts at night was cut down and in order

SinKinR Convention.
The Taylor county singing conven­

tion will m«H-t in call session at Tye 
Suçday afternoon at 2:>30 and a large 
group of singers is expected to be on 
hand. The convention recently pur- 
chase«l 100 new Stamps and Vaughn 
song books, which will be used. A spec- ' 

Mal invitation is exten«led to the people ' 
of all the western part of the «rounty 
to be present.

---------------- o----------------- i
\  Distinjcuishtfd Visitor.

The O. K. S. chapter has received a 
letter from Mrs. Effie Gladden, deputy

New Shirt Waists at the Star Store

Forcel Gaither, who is attending 
college at Georgetown, Texas, spent 
several days of this week visiting his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Gaither.

¡U* permit everyone to aee it, the 8ame|g^.nd matron, O. E. S. district No. 2, 
I play will be presented again this Fri- ¡of Kotan, stating that she will be here

Friday, March 28, at 3 o’clock, at jday night at 8 o’clock at Butman tab­
ernacle. In case of inclement weather 
again, it is announced that the date 
of the play will be changed to Tuesday 
night. There will be plenty of good 
niusit;.

which time she hopes to meet alt the ! 
officers and members of this chapter. 
The worlFy matron o f Merkel chap­
ter No. 212 extend- a cordial invita­
tion to all O. E. S. members.

-DOCTOR of TOW NS- 
SAYS '

PL.\Y THE G AME.
There art a lot of people in every community who say “ .Sure. I’m wil­

ling to do something to help pu.«h my town along;”  but when it comes 
right down to brass tacks they stall with "w«'ll, I can’t do it t«»day,’’ or 
“ I’ll see about it tomorrow." .And "tomorrow" never comes.

There are thoee, too, who when ask«-d to <lo some particular thing for 
the benefit of all, say they will do it, when, even while they are saj-ing 
it, they have no intention of doing it at all. When asked about it later 
they offer an alibi, saying "1 didn’t think it amounted to an>'thing, so 
didn’t do it.”

Too many people think that the only thing that counts in community 
building is something big. If it isn't something that will get their name  ̂
In the paper or grow a halo around their head it doesn’t interest them.
If they cannot be the “ big toad in the pu«ldle”  they don’t want to be in 
the puddle at all. But let me tell you this; Any industry that consiaers 
your town for the location o f a new factory or for any o f the dozen 
other things, is more interested in what all the little frog« do .ALL the 
time than they are in what one or two big ones do otrasionally.

A chap told me not long ago that it was no use for him to do anything 
for his town, because nobody ever appreciated it when he did do it. When 
I a-k«-«! him how he knew that, he said, “ well, nobody ever says any­
thing about it." There an many people like him, they want a bra.s8 band 
to leatl a parad«- in tht ir honor every time they do something for the 
goo<l of the community.

That alwBj-s makes m. think of the old, old. tim«'-worn story of the 
lad> at h«-r first ba.-teball game, wLo expressed surprise at all the yell­
ing and chei-ring when ri fioMer caught a Ry hall, saying, "Why thi* 
excitem«>nt? I thought th-'t was what he was supposed to do.”

Citizenf are SUPPOSED to do th«>se things that will build their com­
munity. Each suppos«-d to come “t«i bat" and at least make an attempt 
to "hit" -t») play the gsmv. They are SUPPOSED to support the com- 
munitx the --ame as they are supposed to supp«irt and furnish bread and 
butter for their family.

■A man does not expect the blare o f trumpets every time be brings home 
a bag of groceries, but if he fails to do it his family will starve t© «ksith. 
And Merkel will get all thin and gaunt, hollow-eyed and weak-kiwad, 
puny and sickly looking, i f  you and all the oth«'r pe«rple in Merkel da 
not furnish the “ groceries.”

Th«- sacks, bags, bottles and cans of ccmimunity groceries art 
(Continued on Page Two.)
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TRED ROBINSON ENTERS
RACE FOR GOVERNOR

Waco, Texas, March 20.— Formal 
aanoum-emcnt of hia candidacy for 
the democratic nomination for gov­
ernor has been made here by Fred B. 
Sohinsun, former newspaper man and 
•ne o f the publishers of the Waco 
Times-Herald at the time of its sale 
to O. D. Moure of New Orleans and 
later consolidation with the Fentress- 
Marsh morning paper here. He has 
kiag been known as an advocate of 
good roads and lower taxes and in his 
aJiBouncement calls attention to the 
fact that the initial in his name stand 
far “ for better roads.”  His announce- 
aient in part is as follows:

OPPOSES BOND ISSl'E.
“ At least three of the larger cham- 

hers of commerce of the state have 
»ounce«! in favor of the big bond 

and of course will have a candi- 
kte in the race, which will make 

ae a direct issue, hence it will be 
essary for those voters who oppose 

tb* bond plan to have a candidate. I 
am qualifiedly opposed to any state 
bond issue.

“ I am for the home man against

»

the out-of-the-state tourist every time, 
and claim that if the present high­
way commission had gone ahead wih 
the $100,000,000 they are credited with 
having spent of the people's money in 
the last three years, and used the

I In brief, I favor rebuilding the prison 
jryrtem on the Wynne farm near 
I Huntsville at an expense of about 
.$1,000,000, instead of going out and 
I buying more land and rebuilding else- 
|Whert at an ultimate expense of 
around $6,000,000 to $10,000,000, or 
even only $5,000,000, the lowest esti­
mate.

‘ ‘ .And I also oppose selling the farm 
land at this time, at a probable sac­
rifice as I believe oil will be found 
under portions of these lands.

*‘l was born in Huntsville, Walker 
county, raised in a country printing 
office, removing to Waco about a 
quarter of a century ago, and have 
been in the newspaper business all 
my life. I have been president of 
three press associations, and am at 
prerent president of the Ex-Presidents 
association of the Texas Press associ­
ation. I am a member of union la­
bor, and believe if the farmers would 
likewise organize, they would be bet­
ter off. I am an old-time democrat, 
always bowing tt> the will of the ma­
jority.”

THE TOWN DOCTOR

(Continued fr o «  Page One.) 
‘ ‘P«P,’ ’ “ pride,”  “ gumption,”  “ coordi­
nation” and “commonsense,”  without 
which any community will cease to 
grow—and in nature, business, or any­
thing else,— to cease to grow is to 
perish.

When a town ceases to grow it dies 
on its feet, and not even the undertak­
er makes any money out o f it; for 
there isn’t enough inspiration left to 
have a good funeral.

A dead town is a sorry sight, and 
the saddest part of it all is that we 
cannot lay our hands on the fellow 
who killed it.

When you lie back, stall, alibi, pass 
the buck and refuse to “ get behind and 
push,”  fail to provide the "groceries” 
—your town dies— it just dies and dies 
ar.d dies, and you know and I know

that when a town does that it's 
DEAD ONE.

This Town Doctor Article, one of 
a series of fifty-two, ir published by 
the Merkel Mail in cooperation with 
the Merkel Lions club.
(Copyright, 1930, A. D. Stone. Re­

production prohibited in whole or 
in part.)

same judiciously in finishing up pres­
ent roads, shortening and straighten­
ing between towns, wherever possible, 
instead of almost invariably going out 
and starting new ones, there would 
not be a mile of poor road on any 
important highway in Texas today.

“ Then I also favor taking $5,000,000 
out of the over $ l0,00i),000 (average) 
on hand the first of every month in 
the highway fund, since January, 
according to the state trea.surer’s re­
ports, and by adding thereto $2,500,- 
000 from the federal aid, close every 
important gap in Texas in one year, 
without increa.se of taxes.

“ There are claimed to be 4,000 miles 
of hard surface roads in Texas, which 
are practically valueless in rainy 
weather, due to about 400 miles of in 
tervening poor road. .My plan would 
grive 4.400 miles connected *go«xi roads 
right now, not thirty years henco.’ 

"Then I favor reducing license fees 
to $3 for cars costing un<ier $1,000, 
with $5 maximum, and redui'e the gas 
tax from 4c to 2c, as with federal aid 
and other income, this would give 
about $24,000,(XX) a year, which, I 
think, is as much as the highway com- 
■uaattin can judiciously spend in a two- 
4ays’ session a month, as same would 
hi $1,000,000 a day of the people’s 
money.

ma e l e t t iv e  c o m m i s s i o n .
“ I also favor a highway commission 

« f  three members, elective preferred, 
at salary of $5,000 a year each, who 
will devote their entire time to the 
work.

RABY ( HICKS 
CUSTOM H.ATCHINC. 
POl'I.TRY SUPPLIES 

A M ) SEEDS
ABILENE HATCHERY  

.VND SEED STORE
Frank \V. Irvine. Owner 

.31S .Mesquite St. Phone 7492 
.Vbilene, Texas

6 6 6 T  ablets

W. HOMER SHANKS. 
Conveyancer.

Cheap Federal Loans. long time. 
Farms and Ranches. Draw deeds, re­
leases, land papers, only $1.00. 20 
years experience. Room 1, Penney 
Bldg., Abilene, Texas.

Relieves a Headache or Neuralgia in 
30 minutes, checks a Cold the first day, 
and checks Malaria in three days. 

666 also in Liquid.

For Tin, Plumbing: 
And Repair Work

See
EARL TEAGUE
Tinner and Plumber 

Phone lOO
Satisfaction Guaranteed

a m

Week E.nd
E X C U R S I O N  F A R E S

>t*e
W. I). HUTCHESON

LtK-al Representative
Sam Dryden & Son

■Abilene. Texas
Granite and Marble 

Monuments
Phones Hus. 69 Residence 179,

One Fare Plus 25c 
FOR ROl'ND TRIP EVERY  
SATFRD AY AND SUNDAY

KIN.ll, l.n ilT  MONDAY MIDNICHT 
To all points on

The Texa.s and Pacific Railways 
within a radius of two hundred miles. 

FOR PARTICULARS CO.XSULT
J. C. CHILDRESS, Agent

“ While the road question, costing 1 
the people twice as much a.s all other I 
branches of our state government, is 1 
the paramount is.sue, in my belief, 
there are many other issues, which I 
will discu.ss when the campaign really 
opens, yet will mention only one here, 
and that is the penitentiary question.

«■

FOR

Seiberling Tires

Seiherling Batteries 

VULCANIZING 

BATTERY REPAIRS 

GAS AND OII^s

BENTON COLLINS

South 1st and Butternut 
Abilene. Texa.s

The Fedelco ^̂ Special
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STAR Parasite Remover
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O n ce  you  have insta lled  the Fedelco 
"Special”  Complete Home Laundry equip­
ment in your home, you can forget forever 
the back-breaking labor o f  old-fashioned 
"washday.”

Just a few minutes’ pleasurable work for 
the laundering, a simple process o f ironing 
with the Fedelco Ironer. . .  and you are free. 
The results are remarkable. . .  far better than 
by other methods.

Investigate this Modern 
time, labor and money-saving 
equipment. You arc sure to 
appreciate the many superior 
features o f  the F e d e l c o  
"Special”

Î
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MERKEL DRUG CO. 
Merkel Texas
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Com,
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Attention!
Farmers of 
this Section

Every agency in this state and throughout the 
South which is interested in farm prosperity is ex­
pending every energy in an earnest effort to re­
duce cotton acreage this year.

y

TEXAS MUST DO ITS PART  
OUR COMMUNITY MUST HELP

In line with this important movement, smaller 
and better crops of cotton are being urged as a 
remedy for overproduction, foreign competition, 
inferior quality, and jow prices.

In a matter so vital to the economic safety and to 
the very life of our own section, this bank is 
heartily in accord with other interests in this 
state and the South for the planning of a sane 
acreage for 1930, and in making wise diversifica­
tion ol crops the main thought and aim during the 
few week.s that lie between us and planting time. 
Again we say FEWER ACRES. MORE INTEN­
SIVE CULTIVATION, BETTER SEED.

THE OLD RELIABLE

FARMERS AND MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL BANK

S A F E B A N K I N (; S I N C E  1 9 0 4  

MERKEL. TEX.AS

Congratulations to the MERKEL MAIL on its 
Fortieth Birthday!

IT’S AN ILL 
WIND, ETC.

There’s never a fire or a destructive accident that 
doesn’t bring home to somebody— sometimes the property 
owner involved, sometimes just a casual observer—the vital 
importance of adequate, dependable insurance. But why wait 
for the ill wind to blow in your direction? Why not find out 
now about property protection and the type of insurance 
that best meets your particular needs?

A talk w’ith us entails no charge or obligation.

W. 0 . BONEY
REAL ESTATE, FARM LOANS 

FIRE INSURANCE
MERKEL, TEXAS

Consult Your Insurance Agent As You Would Your I.awyer

DALLAS LUBBOCK WICHITA FALLS ABILENE, TEXAS

i  1 A MONTH Affiliated Employment Depart-
y l v U  n  I f l U l l l f l  ments, in closer touch with thousands 
of business concerns than any other, has evoved a plan that en­
ables many young people, still in their teens, to command salariea 
of $1,500 to $2,400 a year in-positions that are golden with oppor­
tunities for still further promotion. Hundreds of positions annu­
ally to select from when you master the nationally known Draug- 
hon Training. Mail coupon for details of this unusual plan today.

Name Address Age. (MM)

MERKEL MAIL WANT ADS FOR RESULTS
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THE BADGER WEEKLY
FublUked weekly by the eludente of Merkel High School and 
eponeored by the Junior Ctaee of ‘SO— Vera Baker eponeor.

The Staff:
Editor-in-Chief— Audrey Farris. 
Asst. Editor-In-Chief— Elvis Rich­

ardson.
Sports Editor— Byron Patter­

son.
Jokes Editor— Earl Watts.
Mise. Editor— Vera Richie. 
Society Editor— Mattie Lou 

Larfcnt.
Senior Reporter— Doris Brown.

Sophomore Reporter—Ida Mae 
Derstine.

Freshman Reporter—Silas Stev­
ens.

Baseball Club— Imofene Middle- 
ton.

Choral and Glee Clube— Artilee 
Simmons.

Pep Squad Reporters— Tracy 
Campbell and Edwin Watson.

paired with Carroll Eastman, came 
back to defeat the Merkel doubles 
team for the title in that division. The 
score for the North Park team was 
7-6, 7-6. Ashby and Fred Guitar, the 
Merkel combination, faltered after s i ­
ting away to a four game lead on the 
first set. Harold Honey was used as 
an alternate for .Merkel.

North Park beat Bradshaw and 
Merkel defeated Trent in the first 
round of both the boys* singles and 
the boys’ doubles.

CHAPEL TUESDAY.
Dr. J. D. Sandefer, president of 

Simmons university, Abilene, was the 
speaker t| chapel on Tuesday morn­
ing, March 18.

Dv, Sandefer brought with him a 
piece of a desk, which was all cut up. 
This desk was cut up by our fathers 
and mothers but we are more civili­
zed and should not cut on the desks. 
We should “ begin where they got.” 
Dr. Sandefer said he had visited the 
home of Shakespeare and in this home 
there was a desk that Shapespeare 
had used when he was a boy and it 
was cut up just like the one he had 
with him.

The children of today finish school 
when they are too young. They go to 
college when they do not know how to 
take care of themselves. Anyone liv­
ing as close to Abilene as we do should 
be able to obtain an education. If you 
do not go to school when you have a 
chance there is nothing to you. A 
man who succeeds must succeed at the 
rate of a man who flies through the 
air.

He said he remembered the first 
buggy, first train, and first automo­
bile that he ever saw.

He said that twenty-eight years ago 
he predicted that there would be a 
machine to fly through the air and 
that he would go to his son’s wedding 
in an airplane. This prediction came 
true because not so very long ago he 
went to his son’s wedding in an air­
plane.

Does one really realize the problems 
o f life? One should go to college to 
increase his intellectual ability, his 
physical fitnesa and his spiritual con­
cepts.

If a person makes a success he 
should stay in high school until he 
gets his diploma and should go to col­
lege three or four years.

If a person drinks, snwkes and 
stances he is not wanted at Simmons. 
He is not needed.

Dr. Sandefer closed his most intcr- 
^ tin g  talk with the following quota-1 
tion: happiest man or woman in|
the world is the one who can think the , 
most beautiful and interesting 
thoughts.”

day, but due to the fact that some of 
the best players could not stay and 
play they were defeated on Wednes­
day. The score Tuesday was 5 to 2 
in favor of the High girls and on 
Vrednesdaj 13 to 6 in favor of the 
Grammar school girls.

The line-ups were:
Grammar school— Florence Nichol­

son, c ; Frances Adcock, p; Valeria 
Parks, lb ; Vivian Lasater, 2b; Vivian 
Davis, 3b; Annie Lee Owen, rss; 
Blanche Denny, Iss; Alta Myrl Hyatt, 
rf; Ruth Davis, If; Carabel Mansfield,

SPORT \EIVS.
The Merkel Grammar school girls 

baseball team report a very exciting 
day at Abilene Saturday. Merkel had 

good showing, both workers and 
boosters.

Three games were played Saturday, 
putting Merkel at the head for coun­
ty championship. The games were as 
follows: first game. Pleasant Hill won 
36-9; second game. Caps won 17-7; 
third game, Bradshaw, lost 16-8, but 
the Merkel team was given this game 
because Bradshaw played some inelgi- 
ble players.

perting to carry away highest honors. 
Th( following entered the local try­
outs, which were held an Wednesday 
and Thursday, .March 12 and 13: es­
say, Elvis D. Richardson, J. T. Dar- 
rey, Ji., Isadore Mellinger, and Opal 
Huskey; Senior spelling, Elvis D. 
Richardson, Odell Hunter, Velma Lee 
Holden, Beryl Hunter; Junior speling, 
Nell Hughes, Lena Mae Hogit, Meyer 
Mellinger and Isadore Mellinger.

The representatives from Merkel 
are: Elvis D. Richardson in essay; 
Elvis D. Richardson and Odell Hunter 
in Senior spelling: Nell Hughes and 
Lena Mae Hokit in Junior spelilng.

JOKES.
J. T .: “ What would you do if a rob­

ber stuck a gun in your* ribs and 
said: “ Your money or your lite??’ ”  

Elvis: “ If I were you I would say 
‘ I have neither.’  ”

Milton: “ Vhat would you say if I 
asked you to marry me?”

Doris: “ Nothing. I can’t talk and 
laugh at the same time.”

ci.
High school— Margaret Miller, c ; 

Lone. Bryan, p; Johnnie Middleton, 
lb ; Reba Martin, 2b; Margarette 
Turner 3b; Pearl Wallis, rss; Melba 
Taylor, Iss; Floy Wells, rf, Alice Rus­
sell, If; Jess Higgins, cf.

Photographer: "Do you want a large 
or small picture?”

Byron: “ A small one.”  
Photographer: “ Then close your 

mouth.”

Mr. Middleton: “ 'Now, B. P. can you 
give me an> reason why I shouldn’t 
punish you for your disobedience?”

B. F.: “ Yes, Mother. The doctor

THE SOPHOMORES.
Wind!— that means March. When 

March comes it seems as if everyone 
k»M8 his school spirit and also his dis­
position. The "Sophs" are trying their 

' best to meet it gladly and not mind the 
wind— we believe in the motto: “ sun­
ny-side up.”

It seems that it is almost time for 
picnics and parties, etc. The Sopho­
mores are counting “ big”  on something 
to this effect in the very near future.

The cards were given out last week 
and whoopee! I Did you see the Sopho­
mores that were on the honor roll. 
Maybe some more would be on it only 
because of their deportment But we’re 
sure they weren’t really mean— the 
teachers must have got them mixed 
up with someone else at deportment 
meeting.

If you want to see the “ peppiest 
bunch”  in school just take a peep at 
the Sophomores.

BASEBALL TOURSAMESTS.
Bradshaw Saturday, March 15, won 

the boys championship in the ward 
school play ground ball tournament 
for Taylor county, while the Merkel 
and Trent girls’ teams were left in 
the finel round of their division, the 
championship to be played o ff at Mer­
kel Tuesday atternoon.

Bradshaw boys first defeated Lawn 
in the Quarter-finals, and then admin' 
istered a 4-0 shutout over Merkel in 
the semi-finals. Trent, beaten by 
Bradshaw by a score of 7 to 5 in the 
final round, had a bye in the quarter­
finals and trounced Hamby by a one­
sided score in the semi-finals. Hambv 
had a quarter-final bye, and .Merkel 
eliminated Caps at the same stage.

Caps beat Hamby in the girls semi­
finals. Merkel was defeated by Brad­
shaw, but the latter was ruled out for 
the use of an ineligible player.

In the rural division Pleasant Hill 
won both the boys’ championship and 
the girls’ championship by beating 
Elmdale. There were only two en- 
Iries in each division. Pleasant Hill 
also won all rural tennis titles by de­
fault.

Merkel boys first played and defeat­
ed Buffalo Gap, 17 to S. The second 
game was with Caps, which Merkel 
boys won 25 to 13. The third game was 
lost to Bradshaw 4 to 0.

TAYLOR COVSTY TESSIS  
TOURSAMEST.

North Park school made a clean 
sweep of championships in the boys’ 
division of the Taylor county tennis 
tournament, while honors among the 
girls were divided by Bradshaw and 
Trent, with Bradshaw winning the 
singles and Trent the doubles.

In the boys singles, Arnold Glenn of 
North Park defeated J. D. Ashby of 
Merkel in the final round and then.

“ SESIOR SARCAS.M."
It seems that every class in school is 

loyal and proud, but any faithful 
reader of the Badger Weekly could 
see that the Juniors are blessed with 

unusual amount of conceit. Why, 
one would even think to read the story 
of their members in the la.it issue that 
the Junior class is great! What will
they do and say if they ever reach j snjj y<,u weren’t to take any violent 
that pinnacle of dignity and learning Lxercises.”

Southland Coaches
Hegfister Big Gains

With a state-wide expansion cam­
paign in full swing, in which hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars are be­
ing invested for new equipment and 
stations, the Southland Greyhound 
lines report that 63,000 more people 
have been served by their coaches so 
far this year than during the corres­
ponding period of the prior year.

During the first two months of 1929 
the lines handled 76,000 passengers. 
Increased service, lines and equipment 
resulted in this figure being boosted 
to 138,000 this year.

As a part of the improvement pro­
gram of the Southland which is ef­
fecting the entire system of 4,600 
miles over Texas, new stations are 
being constructed and old ones re­
modeled. Practically every station in 
every town in the state-wide network 
is on the program of development, ac­
cording to officials of the company.

“ A recent reduction of approxi­
mately 26 per cent and complete re­
vision of schedules in further per­
fecting service for practically all lines 
in the network was one of the prin­
cipal steps in the Southland’s cam-

paign of development and imprae«^ 
ment,”  says Ed Ekstroas, prasMaiib 
and general manager with headqnat^ 
ters in San Antonio. "It is our 
sire to co-operate in every way pa»> 
sible in aiding in the developmaat a£ 
every community and farming 
we serve throughout Texas. Wa 
expanding in every direction, and 
improvements are a step ahead o f 
mand. A total of 73 old buses on 
ious recently acquired lines are 
replaced by 60 new 28 to 34 
coaches, giving the systeea E total 
160 in operation this year.”
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Try a Classifled the Matt

of being Seniors!
Why, they probably won’t even get 

to wear caps and gowns when (and 
if) they graduate!

LITERARY  .Ve IFsT’
For several weeks students who 

were *r.tere<-ted in essay writing and 
in spelling have been busy preparing 
for the county tournament of the In­
terscholastic league where they are ex-

Visitor: “ What’s your real name?”  
Little Mary: "Mary.”
Visitor: “ What’s your pet name?” 
Little Mary: “ Mother says I’m too 

young for that yet.”
■■ ■ o

Take nur advice. If you pay 
cash—then buy at a cash store- 
Kostor. Bargain Store. “ Cash 
makey the price lower.”

Farm And Ranch Loans
It you want to buj% sell or trade your farms or ranches,

see us.

YOUNG & PROPS!
505 Alexander Bldg.

BOX 343

Abilene, Texas
■iw
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Jor Economical Transportation

4 3 h e v r o l e t  a n n o u n c e s
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S E R V I C E  P O L I C Y

BASEBALL NEWS.
In a baseball game Thursday after- 

r.con, March 13, the Grammar'school 
girls defeated the Caps girls 2p to 2. 
There were two home runs made for 
Merkel, both by Adcock.

The line-iM were:
Merkel— Dye, c ;  Adcock, p; Parks, 

lb ; Rnsaell, 2b; V. Davis, 3b; Denny, 
las; Owen, rss; Mansfield, If; Hunter, 
T f; R. Davis, cf.

Capa— L. Parmalee, c ; Hallowell, 
p ; C. McCarty, lb ; Isom, 2b; Poe, 36; 
Buchanan, Iss; M. Parmalee, rss) 
Long, r f; R. McCarty, If.

N EXT DOOR TO MERIT.
There are not very many thrills 
In one who always pays his bills. 
Who docs his work and takes his play 
In somewhat of a routine way.
Avoids the jazzy side of life,
TrUftr and is trusted by his wife. 
Keeps or the job and out of court. 
And is of “ excellent report."

^  Still, tho he’s no material 
novel or for serial, 

ut minds his business, does his labor 
^ tlo ’e rather pleasant as a neighbor!

— Berton Braley.

HIGH AND GRAMMAR GIRLS 
DIVIDE GAMES.

The High school girls plsjrcd inter­
esting games with the Grammar school 
girls last ’Tuesday and Wednesday. 
They were vietorioos ia the one Tues-

to  a il  
po i n t s

in TEXAS
COMFORT, ecoooiny, conven­
ience—thot M what motor'coach 
travel represents. This depend- 
obU transportation compony 
serves neorly every city ond town 
in Texas over the 3,l6S miles oF 
their routes.

A few low fares: 

____ %C irco ______
Ft.<Worth ^
Houston____
E I4*aso _____

1.90
5.30

12.90
12.45

TERMINAL 
PHONE 210

S o t i c t i i A m l
O r a t i l M M M i i i

• o • •

The Chevrolet Motor Company 
and its nation>widedealer organi> 
zation are pleased to announce a 
new and broader service p o licy - 
one of the most liberal ever offered 
on a low'priced automobile.
Put into force as a written and 
signed agreement given to the 
purchaser by the Chevrolet dealer 
when the car is delivered—it 
oHiers the following provisions:

1  Every Chevrolet owner re­
ceives his car from the dealer in 
perfect cond ition —thoroughly 
lubricated, properly adjusted, and ready to 
operate with maucimum efficiency from the 
very first mile of ownership.
2  Every Chevrolet owner is entitl^ to free 
inspection and adjustment of his car at the end 
o f ¿he first 500 miles of usage.
3  Every Chevrolet owner is endded to free 
inspecdon of his car every 1000 miles thereafter, 
so long as the car is in operadon.
4  Every Chevrolet owner is entitled to free 
replacement of any part which may prove 
defeedve in workmanship or material, within 
the terms o f Chevrolet’s standard warranty. 
This includes both parts and labor.

3  Provision number 4 will be carried out by 
any Chevrolet dealer in the United States. As a

result, the Chevrolet owner may 
travel to any part of the country, 
w*ith assurance that the guarantee 
on materials and workmanship 
will remain in force.
This new policy constitutes defi­
nite proof of Chevrolet’s high 
qualit>—for such liberal pro­
visions could only be made in 
connection with a car built of 
fine materials to exaedng stand­
ards of workmanship.
Back of this policy, and assuring 
its successful operadon, is one of 

the most complete and efficient service organi- 
zadons in the world.
There are more than 10,000 Authorized Chev­
rolet Dealer Service Stations in the United 
States alone. Each employs skilled mechanics 
thoroughly trained at C hevrolet Service 
Schools. Each has specially designed tools and 
machinery developed exclusively for Chevrolet 
service work. And each has on hand, at all 
dmes, an adequate stock o f genuine Chevrolet 
replacement parts.
As a result, Chevrolet’s flat-rate charges, in­
cluding both parts and labor, are the lowest in 
the industry on many service operations!
In considering the purchase of a low-priced 
automobile, think what this service m eans- 
in terms of lasdng sadsfacdon, as well as in 
increased economy.

The Roadeter, S495; T I m  Phaeton, S49S| THc Sport Roadeter, SSSS; T K «  Coock, fS6St T I m  Conpe, $56St 
The Sport Coupe, $655t The Ctmb Setlan, $62Si The Sedan, S67S| T h «  Sedan Dnimiiery, SF95t The  LigkS 
Deiiwery Ckaai«, $36S: The Ton Ckoa«u, $5J0l T H «  1 Ton Ckaariseu^ik Cab, $625; Tha Roadeem 

DeUetery {Picĥ np Box Extra),$4dO. All pricee f. a. b. factory, Ftim, Michagaa.

C H E V R O L E T  M O T O R  C O M P A N Y .  D E T R O IT ,
Dia4aian of G e n e ra l M o to re  C a v ^ a ra tia n

MICHIGAN

A S i x  i N  T H E  P m e B A N G E  O F
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THK MKRKKL MAIL
Fublithed Every Friday MurninK 

Glover and Caple. Publiithent.
SVnSCRtPTlOX RATKS 

Taylor and dones counties .$1.60
Anywhere else ___________ $2.00

(In Advance)
TELEPHONE No. 61 ~ ~

Entered at the postoifice at Merkel, 
Texas, as^econd claaa mail

“Corporal Eagen”
A Rookie Comedy 

To Be PlaytMi Here

Under the auspice.s of the Woman’s 
Mi'-sionary society of the Preshyter- 
Kir church, “ Corporal Eajfen,’’ a rook­
ie comedy, will be jriven here at the 
Queen theatre .\pril 28 and 2Ü. This 
was decied durinK the week when a 
comniittet from the church society, 
headed by Mrs. John West, met with 
M.-. Thoresen, representative of the 
Universal Producinjf company of Fair- 
field. Iowa, and completed arranije- 
ments for the presentation.

Thi production is said to be s<ime- 
thinfr different and new in the way of 
»■v.':imunity entertainment “Corporal 
Eajren”  has a record of tarife and 
apprwiativ« audiences and jjimkI 
presf reports throutchout the 
entirt country. The production will 
hi offered by 200 local people and 
promises to be an unusual succe.v.s. The 
sh. w IS a story of rookie life and i.<< 
filled with unusual irroup settings and 
cot turned people in choruses, a short 
min.-trel and many other features. In 
addition to all these, there is a p’ay 
proper which is exceptionally (fo<)d. 
The short minstrel i.v one of the hufh 
spots of the show.

The show is a screaminx comedy 
from start to finish and will u-.e a 
number of local busines.s-men in un­
usual comedy parts. If you want to 
lauKh see “ Corporal Eajren." I'articu- 
Irtcs a< to ca.st and rehearsals will be 
announced later.

MERKEL, A CITY OF CHURCH 
.U 'T IM T Y ; ON THE CREST OF 
A.N EVANGELIST URGE; AP- 
PROXIM.ATELY 860 I.N SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
Last Sunday there were 845 present 

at the five reporting Sunday Schools 
IP Merkel, being the largest attendan­
ce in I960 and falling only 16 short of 
the banner Sunday, Dec. 16, last year. 
The Baptist Sunday School led with 
the largest number present, 314, 
while the Methodists were second with 
280. The attendance at the Presbyter­
ian church pissed the 100 mark, there 
being 108 prciient last Sunday. At the 
Church of Christ 100 were present 
and at the Nazarene Sunday School 
:)7.

UNION REVIVAL PLANS.
Committees for arranging details 

and conducting . the union revival, 
which i.< to start Sunday, .March 30 
and which is bdng sponsored by the 
mer who havt met ri-gularly for the 
past several m.inths in Sunday after- 
no«>r. prayer i -.vice.'» at the various 
churelies in Merkel, have been apjioin- 
te<< and much interest is already mani­
fest in the CO ning special mietingi.

•As .stated ii. c.i-it week’s issue of the 
•Mail, Rev. J. \V. Joyner <k Forresten, 
jiastoi' ol tne i ’iesbyti ; lan 
there will ita.; *he rv. ;val 
Bfi'W  1 I.- t . b 
bintw chi T 
at th. .Met.’’ ! 
tors wil! bi

CHURCH o r  THE NAZARENE.
We are glad to report that we have 

been having good services the past 
week. The Wednesday night prayer 
service was especially blessed of the 
Lord last Wednesday night. We had 
37 present and have our goal set for 50 
this week.

The message on “ An Ideal Christ­
ian”  brought by Rev. J. F. Hendrix 
last SunOay morning was greatly en­
joyed by those present and was given 
with the unction of the Holy Spirit.

The subject for next Sunday morn­
ing will be “ The Conditiaiis of Man 
and the Promises of God.”  Text Isa. 
41-10, also Philippians 4-19. For the 
evening hour the subject will be 
“ Knowing God.” 1 Chro. 28-9.

Merkel is a better place for you 
to live in because of her churches. Do 
you not owe them your cooperation 1 
and support? |

Meet with us next Sunday. A wel- j 
come for all.

Leona Forbes, Pastor.

LUSCHKOS.
Mrs. Tom l.«rgent was a most grac­

ious hostess to a group of ladies for 
luncheon at one o ’clock last Thursday. 
The entertaining rooms of her sub­
urban home were especially gay with 
sweet pea.s as was the table which was 
beautifully appointed in snowy mad- 
eria and pink glassware where a four 
course- chicken luncheon was served.

Places were marked for Mesdames 
L. B. Scott, Ross i'errier, Amy Sears, 
R. I. Grimes, Lige Gamble, F. C. Mc- 
F'arland, Chas. H. Jones, Miss Mary 
Eula Sears and the hostess.

THURSDAY SIGHT BRIDGE 
CLUB.

Miss Iva Bragg acted as hostess to 
members of the Thursday Night 
Bridge club on last Friday evening. At 
the culmination of the games delicious 
sandwiches, caramel nut pies a la- 
modc- and candies were served to 
Misses Evelyn Curb, Roberta Sloan, 
Mary Eula Sears, I.«la Dennis, John­
nie Sears, Christine Collin.s and Mrs. 
S. D. Gamble.

'butinens meeting, combined with th« 
I devotional, followed. The roll was cal­
led, business and departmental duties 
were discusesd.

Much laughter accompanied the 
guessing of the authors of the various 
lists of articles purchased with the 
hundred dollar check, and the various 
games played and forfeits paid.

Sc. Patrick himself would have ap­
proved of the delicious ice cream and 
cake served Tn green and white and 
decorated with a Shamrock.

Only a few leaguers missed the 
evening of fun. Those present were: 
Misses Oi'pah Patterson, Ethel and 
Eleanor Mae Hamilton, Thelma Mc- 
Aninch, Gwendolyn Vickers, Mary 
Elizabeth Grimes, Wanda Odell and 
Beryl Hunter, Ouida Mae Hulsey, 
Î ela and Addie Fae Patterson, Nadine 
Tippett, Willie Mae Swartz, Ola Mae 
Hartman; Messrs. Roy Patterson, 
Lowel Vickers, Wayne Nicholson, Ford 
Smith, Horace Edwards, Tracy Camp­
bell, Pau' Collins, Weldon Coates, 
Clinton Br>*an, Donald B. Willett, 
Orion Tittle and Max Swafford.

PHILATHEA PARTY.BAPTIST ANNOUNCEMENTS.
.All the regular services Sunday and 

during the week at the usual hours.
For the morning 11 o’clock service Rev,
I>. J. Dodd, a retired minister, will
p r e a c h , th is  Ireing th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  P r o g r e s se d  u n til th e  h o u r  c a m e  f o r  “ re- ^  

c h u r c h  h is  82n<* b ir th d a v  a n d  an  a n n u a l cus- '^ ® b n g  thu p a ls .
E. Y itesitom. At the right service Mrs. A. T. | Twenty-six members were present

FI DE U S  MA TROXS. 
Mesdames Florence Berry and C. 

S. Higgins entertained the Fidelis 
•Matron class Thursday afternoon in 
the home of Mrs. Higigns. In the 
business sesison Mrs. S. Higgins

\
21, 193ik

Mrs. Rav Cox and Miss Alma C ox l"“ " l>«-»̂ *'‘lent of the class. The
entei Uined the Philathea class in a ,
delightful way Tuesday evening of last »'>‘1 new for-get-nie-nots”
week. Interesting games and chatter,

S;. Patrick sandwiches and punch 
ert served to Mesdames Sam Swann,

PLANT MORE FEED
((.'ontin^ed fcom Page One) 

exprts.sed his pleasure at being present 
and took occasion to note the many 
improvement* that had been made re- 
centlj ir .Merkel and that were attri­
butable, in part he was sure, to the 
activity of the Lions club.

B. T. Sublett was toastmaster and 
hi had provided a most entertaining 
musical program by Mrs. Earthman 
and three of her pupils in songs and 
piano numbers. Those ap|>earing on 
the program, besides .Mrs. Earthman, 
were Misses Edith Baker, Thelma Mc- 
Aninch and Kathleen Mashburn.

Through courtesy of .Mr. Copeland, 
representing the Southwest Cigar com­
pany, H. H. Jenkins o f the City 
store passed La Fendrich cigars to,jdie 
company assembled. Mr. Jeokiln by 
the way, was initiated into the 
club with much ceremony, mostly mer­
riment occasioned by a clever series of 
questions, to which he was pledged t<> 
respond truthfully.

Henry C. West wa» introduced by 
the membership committee as a former 
Lion, who was coming back intd the 
membership.

L. B. Scett, reporting for the min­
strel committee, stated that the Lions 
club received $147.23 net as their share 
of the priH’eeds.

At the suggention of Booth Warren, 
e committee was ap|x)inteJ to canvas 
the me-chants with regaid to addition­
al features for the next “ Cow Day.” 

.This committee consists of Dee Grimes, 
A. T. Sheppard and L. B. Scott.

charge ,{ the com-iDougla o; Alolenc will make a talk;»"«! enjoyed the sumptuous plate of
ru'eiine.-i wi!! !about Simmon?, university. Kveryone i«

i:

Friends are Tr^nn^
His Name for Trustee

; ihurch and the pas- 
harg.» o: the serv.ee.. 

The committee.', which have been 
apiwinted arc- a.- follov.

.Advertising— W. I. Crane, Chas. 
Jones, Heibert Patterson. Huricv 
Toonb-i.

Working committee— John Toonib.s,

cordiali’, invited to these services.
country ham and all the es-.entials ser­
ved by the two hoste.<se.s.

M.4TTFRS MUSICAL
SEXIOR LE.AGUE PARTY.

Dean Higgins, Petit, Hagood, Balin, 
Byerr. Petty, Jim Mayfield. Warren 
iliggins George Caple and the host­
esses.

Take ou r  advice. I f  you  pay
.Ar entertainment, c a m m e m o r a t i n g — then buy at a rash stor i

With a view to enlisting him a. a I 
rand:date for school trusti.e. friend? 
of Rev. R, .A. Walker, pa.?t4>r of the 
Presbyterian church, have ap^o.'-.'.hrd

MUSICAL MATERS 
TE.\AN.« WRITE WINNING 

STATE .’,NT:IE.M “ TE.X.AS, 
OUR TEXA.S.”

.Au.'tin. .'larch 20.— Fires of Texa.s 
.»atrioti.'ni were fanned to flames in 

-S. .M. Hunter, R . O. .A r .-U b t heart;; of a smdil group, this week, 
D. Hutcheson. by the s ir" ' .;rd ad ; tion of the new

I>et Cox. W. Haync-«, W. .M. Elliott,' 
i;. M. Hunter. 1.. L. Murray. j

O ffcn ig  ur.d ushers— Will Toombs,, 
S. G. Ru'-i-ll, Tom Bearderv, Ear! Las-1 
.-»ite. Ell t'a-'C. Frank Golliday, .A. 
R. Juhn.stoii. i

Financi

S:. Patrick, wa.« given the Senior 
league at the home of Miss Dahlia 
Watkins on la.<t Friday.

Each guert wa.- presented with a 
check for one hundrde dollars signed 
by St. Patrick hini'clf and was rc- 
ouested to write a li.st of the things he 
would buy with the money. A brief

lloston  Karifain S tore , 
maker’ the price  lower.*’

‘ (a s h

.A K usiness Chanjfe.
Announcement is made in this i.ssue 

of the -Mail by Floyd Dowell that he 
ir now in charge of the Gulf Station, 
formerly oj'ei’ated by B. E. Smith. He 
will appix‘ciate a continuance of the 
patronagt of all old customers and 
wishes to invite his friends and the 
motoring public to come by ; > . ce him.

derson. W.
.About 35 men aere prescnt at thè . „tate antnem. •’Tixa-, Our Texas,” at

prayer service last Sunday afternoon
h im  during th e  week and urged h i m j ^  ’ u -ei. ̂ . . .  I» . /« t  the Afethod’st church. The meeting
th« fact that he has had i 
periencr in teaching, both

‘ to permit the use of his name. Due to
widf ex-

....... ____  in high I
schools and in rural school,'., and al«u| 
having raised a family and having 
had children in the public schixils here 
and elsewhere in the state, giring him 
a clear insight into the method.s and

a joint 8< .-sion o f the state senate and 
house of lepresentaiives. Co-authors

Yoakum

all arrangements 
whilt there.

b«‘ fore the pt’opic I

next Sunday will be at 2 o ’clock at i
the Baptist church with T. D. Cotnp- of the song, .Mrs. Gladys 
ton a.« leader. The subject w ill be I Wright a.nd William J. .Marsh, both 
Air I my brother’s keeper?”  (Gen.. i ’,.xans, wore presen., handed the 

*••*-1 [copyright of the song to the .secretary

1o( th« state, and were presented with 
the $1,000 award offered by Pat M.

Mr:.. Earthman and her Jolly Quint­
ette which includes .Mrs. Brit Baker, 
.Misses Thelma McAninch, Edith Bak- 
e. and Kathleen .Mashburn will again 
entertain over KFA'O, Abilene, on Sat­
urday evening from 8 to 9 o ’clock.

CHURCH OF CHRIST.
needs of the public school system, it u  i Lord’s day we enjoyed splen- Neff. former governor, who inaugura-
sialed by hit friends that he ia p e cu -p “ * the bett for sometime.!ted the movement to relect and desig-
liarly fitUd to serve hU c o m m u n i t y b a p t i s m s .  The sermon in ’ nate a sUte anthem during his admln- 
mc seh«»l trustee morning was on the Lord's Sup- ittration In 1924, Mr. Neff was the

When asked about the matter Thurs-lp*'. ‘ be third in a aeries of four ser- speaker of the evening, 
day Mr Walker stated he had notl®®*'* on the four items of Christian I The dedication ceremonies were con- 
medt any decision as yet but that he r'**>f»bip. Next Lord’s day we shall dis-' ducted by Miss Margie Neal, state sen- 
war considering the request that hadl«^^» “ Prayer." the fourth and final ator from the Second district and a

'leir ot Christian worship according direct descendant of Francis Scott 
t<- Act- 2:42: “ .And they continued Key, author of “ The Star Spangled 
•t< idfa t’ v in the apost?cs’ teaching Banner.”

O *- 4- t'eiiow'hip and of the breaking of The anthem, “ Texas. Our Texa.s,”
& t oAA 0 C t W 3 t C r  I breae and the prayers.”  iwas selected from the six best songs

Th«- series of sermons on the life of .chor.er from those submitted during 
Christ art taking well. The largest Governor N eff’s administration, and ¡ 
audience yet gave excellent attention als«« was given first place over 311 
to the discussion on Jesus raising Laz-{songs selected from those submitted in !

The Men’s Glee club under the direc­
tion of Miss Christine Collins will 
sing “ I..ead Thou My Soul”  at the 11 
o’clock service at the Presbyterian 
church Sunday.

The Salt Branch quartette will sing 
e. program of sacred songs, favorites 
oi a perio<l from 40 to 60 years ago, 
over KFYO, Abilene, on Friday even­
ing from 7 to 8 o’clock.

Have Moved
to

New Location on Front Street
In the stucco garage east-of Miiidleton 
and Stanford’s Filling Station.
Same building where Connie Lepard has 

Used Car Depot

CHARLIE HIGGINS
Phone Garage 56 Residence 169J

been mad« by his friends.

Harley Sadler Opens

Aftt'i- taking ni* first vacation in 
••tars Harley Sadler and his own 
company are to have th«-ir grand open­
ing a* Sweetwater three days this 
week, beginning with “ Slander” as the 
opening play Thurs«iay night. The 
Simmons University Cowboy band is 
tc parade the street.  ̂ of Sweetwater 
during the afternoon and give a pro­
gram from the stage of the city audi­
torium preceding the opening of the 
ihow.

It is announced that there will be no 
advance in pri<’es and all the programs 
arc new to this section. Special fea­
tures are Eddie See and his hand and 
Henry Russ and his Georgia Crack­
ers, r mountaineer string band, in­
cluding singers, dancers, solotst« and 
othei popular entertainers.

CARD OF THANKS.
We wish 'to express our sincere 

thanks for each word of consolation 
spoken and every kind service render?«! 
«i.;tlr.i,‘ the recent illnes* and death of 
our husband and father. We fee$ 
that nothing was left undone by o«ir 
friend*.

•May the richest blessings of Him 
that knirweth best and doeth all things 
well be your reward, is our earnest 
prayer.
, Mrs. R. B. McRec, Sr., and Family.

- .....-  ■ o •— ------
Charlie Higginn More».

The first part of the weak Charlie 
Higgins moved hi* gsrage from for­
mer location back of the pootoffice to 
the stxKxro garage east of Middleton 
and Stanford’s filling station on Front 
:treet, the same building where Con­
nie I>epard has his used car depot This 
ir a more convenient loration, Charlie 
thinks, and he wants all his friends 
and old customers to come to nee him 
and will welcome new friends in his 
new quarters.

aru.-* from, the dead. The subject for the present legislature, one from each||
the next time will be, 
the Disciples’ Feet.”

We are glad to see so many visitors 
and we wish all would feel at liberty 
to criticize us when we need it, “ prove 
all things; hold fast that which 
good " (1 Thes. 5:21.)

J. G. Malphars, Minister.

Jesus Washes senatorial district. Altogether 300 
songs were submitted, coming from 
every state of the union. A resolution 
is ponding to have the new anthem 
printed in all text books, and sung 

is once a day in the public schools.
Here is the winning anthem:

Dunnam
SPECIALS FOR FRIDAY

Bros.
AND SATURDAY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
Sunday School at 10 a. m. Attendan­

ce and interest good last Sunday. All 
who were present last Sunday come 
next Sunday and ask somebody else to 
attend with you. Preaching services at 
11 a m. and 7:.‘M) p. m. Prayer meet­
ing Wednesday es'ening at 7:30. Re­
vival to begin the fifth Sunday. Come 
worship with us.

W. M. Elliott, Supt.
R. A. Walker, Pastor.

The beat speed of an average fox 
ia estimated at about 26 mile* aa hoar 
— faster than a coyote but slower Uian 
a jarkrabbit.

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH.
Some good things on the program 

for next Sunday at the Methodist 
church. We begin with Sunday School 
which meets promptly at 9:46. A class 
and a welcome for everybody. At elev­
en o'clock the Senior Epworth league 
will take charge and render a short 
Anniversary Day program. Thi* will 
be especially interesting to the young 
people and we hope that every young 
person of the church and all others 
who can will be present to enjoy thi* 
program.

At the evening hour, 7:45, Rev. E. 
E. White, presiding elder of the Abi­
lene district, will be in the pulpit. Im­
mediately after thi* service the second 
quarterly conference will be held. 
Brot)»er White never falls to bring a 
good message. You wifi enjoy him. 
Let’s give him a good hearing. All the 
members of the quarterly conference 
are expected to be present for this con­
ference. Come and worship with a*.

T. C. Wniett, PaatoT.

TEXAS, Ot'R TEXAS.
Texas, our Texas!
.All hail the mighty state!
Texas, our Texas!
So wonderful—so great!
Largest and grandest.
Withstanding every test;
O Empire, wide and glorious.
You stand supremely blest.

Chorun.
God bless you, Texas,
And keep you brave and strong.
That you may grow in power and 

worth
Throughout the ages long.

Texas, O Texas!
Your free-bom Single Star 
Sends out 1^ radiance 
To nations near and far.
Emblem of Freedom!
It sets our hearts sglow.
With thought* of San Jheinto 
An«Tglorious Alamo.

C h n r n t .

Texas. Dear Texas!
From Tyrant grip now free.
Shines forth in splendor 
Your star of Destiny!
Mother of Heroes!
We come, your children, true. 
Proclaiming our allegiance—
Our Faith—our Love for You.

—Gladys Yoakum Wright.
— William J. Marsh.

Mr. W. J, Marsh will attend the 
Federation of Women’s Club that con­
venes in Abilene March 21 through 
April 3. And will launch his song in

Lemons good Califor­
nia, per doz. _ 28c Peas White Cloud, 

No. 2 cans, 2 25c
Bananas large green 

tips, per doz. - 23c Beans String, No. 2 
cans, 2 f o r __ 25c

Greens Mustard 
large bunches 8c Com Round-Up,

No. 2 ca n s___ 11c
Onions fresh

per bunch ___ 8c Cookies Pilgrim, 25c 'j 
package f o r _ 19c

Spinach nice, fresh, 
per lb ._______ 6c Beans Pintos, 13 lbs. 

f o r __________ $1.00
Tomatoes nice, fresh, 

per lb . ----------- 12c Hominy No. 2 1-2 cans, 
2 f o r _____ 25c

Carrots nice bunches,
3 f o r ________ 20c Hominy No. 2 cans,

3 f o r _______ 25c
Lettuce nice,

hard heads — 8c SPAGHETTI, OR 
MACARONI 2 boxes f o r _ 15c

Pork & Beans r i '  " 1 9c Picnic Hams not salty, 
per lb. 25c

Spuds No. 1, per 
peck ____ 53c Bacon Sliced, Hormel 

or Sinclair's, lb 30c
Coffee Morning Joy, 3 

lb. bucket for $1.19 { Lunch Meat any kind, 
per lb. _____ 28c

Dunnam Bros.
Abilene

E. M. BAKERf Manafer.

Winters EliasvUle Merkel
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FOR SALE

MILK COW—One choice milk cow and 
 ̂ young calf for aale. Lee Baker.

^OR SALE— A 1160.00 deposit on 
ly new Chevrolet Six with the Maa- 

aey-Wooda Motor Company o f Trent; 
car to be delivered when called for. 
Will sell this deposit for |110.00. John
L. Camp, 619 Mims Bldg., Abilene, 
Texas. Phone 4814.

BABV ^HICKS every Tuesday from
M. Johnson strain of White Leghorns 
at 114.00 per hundred. J. S. Touch­
stone, Hawley, Texas, Route 2.

PLYMOUTH ROCK EGGS for sale. 
$1.00 per setting o f 15. Mrs. W. L. 
Harris, at A. B. Cranston's place. 
Route 1, Merkel, Texas.

HOGS FOR SALE— Some shoats, 
Poland China, 66 to 70 pounds; cheap, 
if sold at once; one mile west Noodle. 
T. C, Jinkens.

USED FARMALL cultivator and 
planter and three disc plow for sale. 
T. E. Jones. Abilene, Texas, Box 423.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT— Modern 4-room house 
and bath. Mrs. R. 1. Grimes. Phone 
166.

FOR SERVICE—Jersey male at my 
farm. Please leave check if I am not 
at home. Hollis McCoy.

__________ WANTED__________

W.ASHING AND GREASING
Modem grease rack. Cars washed and 
creased the right way. Highway Ser­
vice Station. J. C. White, Manager.

DEALERS W ANTED— Real business 
opportunity. We can place several live 
wide awake men in a profitable busi­
ness selling direct to consumers ill 
your home county. Write quickly for 

^free catalogue. G. C. Heberling Com- 
iny. Dept. 2296, Bloomington. 111.

LOST AND FOUND
fSTRAYED— White female Spitz; an­
swers to name of “ Lady.’ ’  Finder 
please return to Vergil Hassey at Ice 
\pus« and receive reward.

JST— Dec. 23rd Leuger pistol be­
tween Merkel and Trent. Liberal re­
ward will be paid for return or in­
formation leading to its return. Call 
at Merkel Mail office.

LEGAL NOTICE.

NOTICE TO DEPOSITORS AM ) 
CREDITORS OF THE FARM 

ERS STATE BANK OF 
.MERKEU TEXAS

The Farmers State Bank, Merkel, 
Texas, closed its doors on the 10th 
day ol February, A. D. 19.30, and is 
now being liquidated by me as pro­
vided by law. If you have a claim 
against said bank you are hereby no­
tified to present the same with legal 
proof thereof to me at Austin, Tmeas. 
within ninety days after the 21st day 
of March, A. D. 1930.

Form for proof o f claim will be 
mailed to every known creditor, and 
additional forms can be procured from 
tbe office o f the Banking Commission 
cr. Austin, Texas.

JAMES SHAW,
Banking Commissioner o f Texas.

Dated at Austin, Texas, this 21st 
day of March. A. D. 1930.

Head Merkel Mail Want Ads.
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POLITICAL
(Subject to the action of the Demo­

cratic Primary in July.)
For Congress, 17th district:

R. Q. LEE, (Re-election.)
For District Attorney 42nd district: 

J. R. (Bob) BLACK, (Re-election.) 
For Sheriff:

H. T. O’BAR, (Re-election.)
C. R. (Chas.) WALDROP.
N. L. SEALE.

For County Clerk:
W'. P. BOUNDS, (Re-election.)

For County Treasurer:
AUSTIN FITTS. (Re-election.)

For Tax Collector:
EARL HUGHES, (Re-election.)

For Tax Assessor:
J. T. HOWARD, (Re-election.)
H, F. LONG.

For District Clerk:
BELLE WELLBORN, (Re-elec­

tion.)
For County Attorney:

GRAY BROWNE.
WILEY L. CAFFEY.

For County Superintendent:*'
M. A. WILLIAMS.

For Commissioner, Precinct No. 2:
P. A. DILTZ, (Rc-election.)
W. H. FRAZIER.
W. L. BLAIR.
RUFE TITTLE.
THOMAS A. BEARDEN.
JOHN J, TOOMBS.

For Public Weigher, Precinct No. 6 :
S. A. (Sam) BANKSTON.
I. N, BROWN.
DENT GIBSON.
DENZEL COX.
A. D. FULTON.
T. D. COMPTON.
OSCAR W. WALKER.
HOUSTON ROBERTSON.

CITY OFFICE».
For Alderman:

BOOTH WARREN (Re-election. 
T, G. BRAGG.
HERBERT PATTERSON.
L. L. MURRAY.
L. R. THOMPSON.

Lai’Ke Numbers From 
Here Attend,Sessions 
I.O.O.F. and Rebekahs

LODGE NOTICES

Merkel Chapter Royal *Arch 
i^<»^Mason8 meets on first Thurs- 

lay night e f each month. Vis­
itors cordially invited

Joe Hartley, H. P.
O. R. Dye, Secretary

Adding machine rolls at Merkel 
Mail ofSca.

During the three days state con­
vention of the Odd Fellows and Re- 
bekah assembly at Abilene Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday o f this week, 
there were large numbers in atten­
dance from the Merkel organizations. 
Among these were Mrs. W. R. Cox, 
Rebekah representative, and Mes- 
dames J. D. Slator, A. M. Dougherty, 
P. A. Polly, Pearl Hollingsworth, Ar- 
rah Jones, Jesse Higgins and Miss 
Dota Garoutte.

Odd Fellows attending were W. R. 
Cox, delegate, J. D. Porter, alternate. 
Rev. R. A. Walker, T. D. Compton, 
E. L. Wilson, P. A Diltz, L. L. Mur­
ray, H M. Rainbolt, C. M. Hazelwood, 
C. A. Higgins, J. E. Higgins, W. M. 
Elliott, Tom McAninch, Dave Shelton, 
W. M. Carey and Ray Harrell and 
others.

Fort Worth won the next conven­
tion.

The Odd Fellows elected the follow­
ing officers: F. M. Compton, Waco, 
grand master; T. W. Davidson, Dallas, 
deputy grand master; W. D. Carroll, 
Comanche, grand warden; E.' Q. Ves­
tal, Dallas, re-elected grand secretary, 
and John A. Kee, Fort Worth, re-elec­
ted grand trea.surer. G. A. Wheeler 
was elected grand representative of 
the lodge.

On Wednesday the Rebekahs elected 
the following officers: Mrs. Mae Self 
of Whitesboro, president; Mrs. Mag­
gie Jordan of Paris, vice-president; 
Mrs. May Hatcher James of Dallas, 
warden; Mrs. Elizabeth I.ampkin,

Paris, and Mrs. Minnie Dale, Iowa I 
Pari:, delegate and alternate to the j 
national Association of Rebekah as­
semblies; Mrs. Mattie Knauff, San | 
Antonio, secretary; Mrs. Bertha Hub-1 
bard Porter, Fort Worth treasurer.

THE MERKEL HOME LAUNDRY.
A fter  a slight falling o ff in our 

business due to local conditions, we are 
glad to state that last week our pat­
ronage came back to normal. We wish 
to express our appreciation for the 
continued support we are receiving 
and to assure everyone that gives us 
a trial the very best of service and 
prompt delivery. We call for as well 
as deliver. Phone 294J.
THE MERKEL HOME LAUNDRY.

Mrs. Jay, Manager.

Our Hatchery is Open 
For Inspection All 

the Time.
You are invited to come and 

visit our plant and learn all the 
details.

Baby Chicks for sale
Table Chick« ... . _ 12c
Thoroughbred Leghorns, brown 

land white, ...... 12c
Thoroughbred Heavy Breeds, all 
strains, _______  _____ 14c
“ You don’t have to keep our 
Chicks—our Chicks will keep 
you.’ ’

The way many things are changing 
but once a user of our Conoco Gas 
and Oils, there is nb changing. Per­
fect motor satisfaction is our con- 
i.tant aim, and how well we nnve sue- i 
t'ceded is best demonstrated by iho 

that our customers continue to be 
rons day after day, week after 
‘k, and month after month. We 

be glad to number you among 
 ̂them.

EXPERT REPAIRING 
GREASING. ETC.

ETerybody’s Garage
TELEPHONE 7S

Grand Opening
SEASON 1930

Harley Sadler's
OWN COMI»ANY

CITY AUDITORIU.M 
S W E E T W A T E R

3-D AYS--3
— Starting— 

THURSDAY. MARCH 20th 

EVERYTHING NEW . 

—Opening Play—

“ Slander”
—Also •

CLASS VAUDEVILLE 
HIGH

EDDIE SEE and His 18- 
Piece Concert Band

—See and Hear—

HENRY RUSS
and his Georgia Crackers, a 

Mountaineer String Band

Singers, Dancers, Soloists 
and Entertainers

No Advance in Prices

Reserved Seats at Bowen’s 
Drug Store on west aide of 
Square, Sweetwater, Texas.

R. & R. PALACE
Sweetwater

THIS WEEK

THCRS.-FRI.-SAT.
“ SONG OF THE WEST" 

with
John Boles 

Joe E. Brown
Better than “ The Covered 
Wagon.”

SATURDAY NIGHT 
11:20 P.M.

MIDNITE
REVIEW!

with
Joan Crawford 

in
“ MONTANA MOON"

Don’t Miss these 
Saturday 

Midnight 
Shows.

The Merkel Hatchry
J. M. Templeton, Jr„ Mgr.

SPECIALS
Friday and Saturday

SOME SUGGESTIONS W H AT YOUR  
DOLLAR WILL BUY

COFFEE, Hill Bros, or Folger’s, 2 lbs.... $1.00
FLOUR, extra high Patent, 48 's     $1.55
FLOUR, extra high Patent, 24’s .............._80c
TOMATOES, hand packed, No. 2,

12 cans.............................................i $1.00
BLACK EYED PEAS, Wap<^, 18 oz.

12 cans......................    $1.00
PORK & BEANS, Wapco, 18 oz.

12 cans _____    $1.00
SAUSAGE, Vienna, Armour’s

12 cans......... ...............   $1.00
POTTED MEAT, Wilson’s, 25 cans  $1.00 '
PICKLES, quart sour, glass, 4 jars .... $1.00
S O A F ,P .& G .orC . W .,25bars ______ $1.00
PEACHES, Gold Bar, No. 21-2 table,

4 cans__________ ___ :........... ................$1.00
MATCHES, good and cheap, 6 boxes .— 20c 
TOILET PAPER, good quality, 6 rolls .. 25c
YOU M AY ASSORT YOUR DOZENS AN Y  
W A Y  THAT YOUR DOZENS COME OUT 
EVEN.

STRETCH Y O l'R  DOLLAR OUT
Vegetables, fruits, etc. priced at competitive 
prices.

C R E A M ___________ 31c

Mr. 6eo. Byrd
Kimball Mills’ Field Man will be 
here Monday to cull your hens. 
Notify me or Merkel Hatchery

W’e’d hate to say K. B. Feeds 
were the best made but will say 
there is none better.

SWAFFORD
Phone 44

! HOME OWNED AND OPERA’TED ! 
Phone 69 . W e  Deliver

S s n s z f i i s i v v z R j v v e i u z j i i i n n a n i i i u u ë R J i a n a a a R a a i i m i

Schedule Change
EFFECTIVE SUNDAY 

MARCH 16TH.

NOTICE
I am now in charge of

Gulf Station
Formerly operated by B. EL Smith. 

Your Patronage Appreciated

FLOYD DOWELL
W e Fix Flats 

igjgieiiiaigiaigiaiaiariiaiaiartBJZiziattigm B^

No. 7 (Formerly No. 5) will leave Merkel 4:58 a. n . 
Arriving El Paso 7 :00 p. m., making direct con­
nection for California.

No. 9 Will be discontinued.
t

No. 4 Will leave Merkel 2:32 p. m., instead 1:22 p. m. 
For Particulars Consult

J. C. CHILDRESS,
TICKET AGENT ^

■ 'M

A  WIIVTER GASOLINE
Easier starting, quicker getaway 

More Miles Per Gallon
N EW  PIERCE PENNANT

For Sale by

PIERCE PETROLEUM CORPORATION
KEROSENE OILS GASOLINE

We Extend

Congratulations
to the publishers of

The Merkel Mall
on their Fortieth Birthday

Barrow Furniture Co.
MERKEL im . WANT ADS FOR RESULTS
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YOUR NEWSPAPER FORTY YEARS OLD TODAY
DESCRIPTIVE ARTICLE 

BY FIRST EDITOR PAYS 
TRIBUTE THIS COUNTRY

Pictured as Finest Agricultural and Grazing Dis­
trict in State; Climate and Rainfall Contin­

ues True to Form.

M ARY JANE COX A 
COLORFI L MEMBER 
NEWSPAPER CRAFT

Volume 1, Number 1 of the Merkel country indicates that at some period
Mail published March 20, 1H90, fea­
tured on the front paire a highly in- 
terestinjr descriptive article of the 
Merkel country, which in the head­
lines is referred to as “ the finest aar- 
licultural and irrazinK district in the 
state.” “ the best watered country in 
AA ertern Texas,” “ beautiful scenery 
and a heahhful climate.”

The article is reproduced in full 
herewith. «

MERkEI. AND Sl'RROL'NDINi;».
Fver since the Texas & Pacific rail­

road has opened up the western coun­
try, the passersby on the tram have 
been attracted and charmed by the 
beautiful country surroundinir Merkel, 
ar d the steady jrrowth of this modest 
but enterprisinir little town. No pret­
tier or more fertile spot can be found

of the world's history this was the bed 
of the Gulf of Mexico. The receding 
water? left a deposit which is the 
soil of this vast region. The wash­
ings of this soil, carried eastward by 
the various streams, have formed the 
rich valleys of the Brazos, Colorado 
and other rivers in Eastern Texas. 

PRODICTS.
Th is soil is very rich and is adapted 

to the cultivation uf corn, cotton and 
smal' gram. Sorghum and millet are 
never failing crops, while niilo maize, 
uburra and kaffir corn can be suc- 
cesi fully raised for forage. .Ml kinds 
of vegetable ard vines grow well. The 
experiments in fruit culture have 
proven that the peach, apricot and 
plum do well. The apple has not been 
so successful except on older soil and 

in the west. The town of Merkel was *• littl' irrigation. The almond tree 
started in 1883 and the growth has flourshe? and t.ne native pecan could 
been steady. There has been no ef- cu't vated -silh prafit. Grape cul- 
fort made to get up a boom at any luf* >* successful.

(By Fred B. Robinson.)
Mary Jane cox, founder of the Mer­

kel Mail, was one of the most colorful 
and interesting members of the 
“ craft” in Texas.

He attended meetings of the Texas 
Press Association, whenever possible, 
and by his ready wit was always a 
welcome and ^pular attendant.

I remembeiVkhat at one meeting 
where he was in good humor, he re­
ceived a telegram telling o f the ser­
ious illness of a daughter back home, 
probably in Merkel, and I never saw 
a greater change come over the coun­
tenance of any one. My recollection is 
the child recovered, yet thy reverence 
of Mary Jane for one di his own 
flesh and blood could be/plainly seen.

I really believe “ Mary Jane” was a 
nickname, yet am not/certain about

EARLY HISTORY MERKEL 
CHURCHES ENRICHED BY 
NAMES PIONEER FAMILIES

Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and Christian 
Churches All Had Flourishing- Organizations 

Here Forty Years Ago.

The firat issue of the Merkel Mail gathered since, Marion S. French and 
chronicles the fact that the Methodist,' Mrs. G. W. Boyce, are the only living 
Baptise, Presbyterian and Christian K^**-^** oldest mem-
denominations had flourishing o r g a n i - b e i n g  Mrs. J. L. Harris, whose 
zations here at that time and for this m®niberfhip is how in its forty-second 
fortieth anniversary edition of thelv*®-’- J. O. Hamilton has been a mem- 
Mail a history of each of these church this church thirty-nine years,
organization? ha? been sought. In ^  eapti3T date from 1885. 
tht course of y-ears, the Christia^ ip a brief sckecch of the “ Organi- 
church ceased to exist, although theifeljatior and Early History of the First 

this, or rather do not Lnuw what his^**^ many here who r^all the act^>  ̂g^ptist Church of Merkel,”  prepared 
real name was. Certainly neither Mary 1̂ ® *  .by Judge W. W. Wheeler, Nov. 10,
nor Jane are ma.sculin > name?. |'^ early days. According ta in -jiy 2i;, ¡t is stated that due to the loss

Thi last time I sa v “ Mary Jane” ĵ *'*™*̂ *®*’ from some of the präsent „ f  jbe official record.-* it was impossi- 
(Wa.s here in Waco, ju! t outside where! |̂*® i^ *̂urch of Christ] this ble to get at the day or the-month of

TAYLOR COUNTY’S 
OFITCTAL FAMILY . 
IN THE YEAR 1890 Á.

The official family, including- dis­
trict and county officers, as listed in 
the directory published in the first i> 
sue of the Mail, contained the follow? 
inw names:

S. W. T. Lanham, congressman.
H. T. Sims, state senator.
All". H. H. Tolar, representative. /
T. H. Conner, district judge. ^
E. D. Shropshire, district a ^ r a e f .
H. A. Porter, county judge.
T. A. Henry, county attorney. *
D. J. Red, district and county clerk.
J. \ . Cunningham, sheriff.
T. 0. Anderson, treasurer.
John B. Bell, assessor.
J. A. Thomas, surveyor.
Erastus Graham, superintendent of 

schools.
J. L. Stephenson, hide inspector.
C. E. Pratt, publid weigher.
J. A. Pratt, J. T. Rucker, J. M. 

Cop< and R. C. Lyons, commissioners.
R. J. Reed,justice of the peace.
J. D. Jernigan, constable. ,
Term.s oi court: county court— first

the organization of this church, bu t'M »” day in February, April, June,I am writing (Meropoe hotel) and he.^*^^®’’ <l®Domination became actH  ̂ ___ ______ ^ ___
wa. or route to the ' .Magic Valley,”  | *̂̂ *'̂ ®* about 1904. The N azvene ^be year in which it occurred is d e -1 Octobei and December; com- 

I Harlingen oi near thae, and my i n - d a t e s  a much later orgamza- »ermined definitely as 1885. missioners’ court—second Monday in
formation is^^o passAl awav a few ^'®"- H®"®®. for the purpose of l^is ^  Scarborough father „ f  * *^®hruary. May, August and Novem-
month? (or v e ^  latei ¡article the history of the th ^ ee '^ . . I ----------- . ber.

I Mary Jar.' Cox-had As faults, l i k e o r g a n i z a t i o n  pre- 
all of us. yet he hadVAfart of P“ «-® '* contemporary with the

foundation of the Merkel Mail, is giv-pres.s con

time, but the beauty of the location, 
the fertility of the soil and the abund-

g«>ld. He was famous i  
vention? for wanting to 
his remarks, and always radiated good [ 
humor whenever he spoke.

D.*. Lee R. Scarborough, who ia now 
president of the Baptist Theological 
seminary at Fort Worth, was living 
at that time or. a farm-ranch on the

CLIMATE AND RAINFALL.
Th climate is mild and owing to 

ant supply of good water ha.s induced Ubc elevation and purity of the air, is 
a number of intelligent and enterpris-j f f r o m  the fevers and malaria of
ing citizens to make their home in and jbe low countries. As a health resort what became of J. “ Bony” Smith, ,  
around .Merkel. The present popula-ljp be recommended for persons moved to Merkel from Huntsv-Kle,
tion is about 700. iruffering from pulmonary, bronchial Texa.s. (outside) I would like to Near.

I He met me once as I passed through 
With the exception of .some severe Merkel on the train, along about ^02, 

northers during January, the winters yet have never been able to hea‘

Thirty per cent of the inmates of
the United States’ institutions for the
deaf are said to be children who have

, . .. . . acquired deafness which might have
A Brief History of t h e . p r e v e n t e d  if taken car. of in  ̂ ized the First Baptist church of Mer-I^j^^^

charter mcm-

nrtiiati.” .®r from existing records and reports. c- inctuaie | "  Cleai Fork, about 18 or 20 miles north '
METHODISTS ORGANIZED FIRST

/  “ In
I feel sure he is now among tl^  Methodist Church, incorporated in the year with

saved in tV  Great Beyond. /  j • - ® ® ® " t > y  published by thi. personality of
If any OI your old readers ki/ow church, it is sUted that according to

the best information available the

.Merkel is located 17 miles west o fjo r  malarial di.seases.
.Abilene. It is five miles from“  the 
Jones county line and seven mile.s from 
Nolan and the southeast corner of art not severe. There is very little or from him since.

ho
church was organized during the pas­
torate of Rev. R. F. Dunn, about the 
year 1882, with perhaps not more than 
fifteen members. Marion S. French, 

gf 'who now lives in Arkan.sas, was super- 
lintendent of the Sunday school and: 
¡Mrs. G. W. Boyce, (then Miss Sallic 
C. French,) was one o f the charter j 
members.

Included in the list of preachers I

(Continued on Page Seven)
Complete line o f office supplies at 

Mail office.

Fisher counties. By rail it is 4‘f0 -g u  ^.g.tber until after Christma-and j __________________________________________
miles west of Texarkana and 438 miles'pebruary is always plea.sant. T h e ,------  --------- -------
east of El Paso. Geographically it >«jeontinuous breezes, mostly from the'b®^®'’® P«  ̂ fo *ho north. The
nearer the center of the state than'„ogth temper the heat o f the sun in *>®l‘  of a.I the western country is faak it t  J
any other town. The elevation is |the summer and the nighu aiV always receding westward along with the Red|w 1k> have served this church as pastor H a r d w a r e ,  
2,000 feet abtive the level of the gxilf. ¡cool and refreshing. The winters are Man an<: the buffalo and will soon be|a\ R. F, Dunn. H. M. Glass, J. W. |

WATRR AND SOB-. ju: ually dry. the first rsins begin in |* |l>k!klnaMi. M. L. Moody, A. K. Miller, |
On* 0/  the wrestest attractiens o f I April, which are often w y  heavy. stock raisi.vc. .J. H. Chambliss, with J. M. Patterson,'

Me^i^J ^d^hT Turrm inding «w atry |p»® occasional showers grow 1. «  T e x «  ^  alw .y.^ noted for i U , «  a « i.U n t, J. C. Carter. W. A. Gil-;

Ed S. Hughes & Co.
Dealers in

for IB miWs north and sowU is thej/requent until in June there «  usual- «tock-raising qualities. The rich 
inexhauatihle supply of good, purejly • f®» week., of emparatively dry 8r ^ ® «  of th e s^ la in . c . n ^  be ex- 
water that is to be found at a depth weather, thus giving the farmer time for the production of beef. 'This
of from 25 to 30 feet This water is|t« t**P •»>«1 »toT* his harvest, which ¡1« the natural home of the horse; here 
cool and clear and free from mineral u th«i ready. The mid-summer rains;he U free from nrmny of the disease, 
and »  not a ffect«! by the V o r ^ A o i  August are heavy and Ust a week ,that comn^n in the e « tcrn  s U t« . 
drouths, ith a r  in quality or quamtlty. -r  two; it puU the soil In good
It h e ---- -« with snccMs fee irri-U itior for fall crops and covers the ¡T e x «  ponies are proverbial. With

^  at a small coat.l prairie with a good crop of gras, to ,ths irnpormion of the heavier b r . ^
ifornia and oth erU pply  cattle and other stock with food ,»  race of h ors«  U springing up t»-* 

pla«;. where irrigaUon i. the w4e*during the winter. These rainfall, are ¡cannot be excelled in any countryCOl ,^ ;e d  with CaUfornia and o th .; U pH y cattle and other stock with food , • race of h ors«  U springing up that 
igaUon ia the w4e*during the winter. These rainfalls are : cannot be excelled in any country, 

dependence for agriculture. Every'very regular and with the exception! The short ^ * s « «  and herbaj^ n « r  
^  and ranch in the surrounding of the memorable drouth. (1886.) h a v e .t W  m ounU i« are favorable for 
country and almost every house in neve, beer Known to fail within the eheep and goats. The wool product of 
Merkel have wells of Tine watet .

The soil is mostly a dark, sandy 
loam and varies from two to six feet 
in depth and is underlaid by a strata 
of gravel. The surface of the country 
being gentle, undulating and well sup­
plied with water courses prevents any
stagnant water or marshy lands. The prairie into the water-courses and 
soil is remarkable for remaining moist is gone. The meteorlogical change 
through the severeat drouths, when that follow the settlement and culti- 
less favored land would be parched vation of every new country will cause

me mory of the oldest inhabiUnU. j Texas is very large and the Angora 
A? the country becomes more culti- Roat has been found to be very profit- 

vated the rainfall will be more abund- »ble.
ant, M the water will be reUined in | All kinds of stock except sheep do 
the cultivated soil and the evaporation ¡well without care or protection dur-j Field, who is now an honored super­
will be more regular than when it ing the winter. Nature abundantly jannuate of the Central T exu  confer- 
runs off the unbroken surface of the' provides for them. Sheep should be ence, living at 3704 Stratford SL, Dal-

liland, O, J. Hider, C. W. Irvin, E. 1 
Hightower, R. S. Heizer, R. B. Young, I 
C. A. Evans, C. 8 . Fields, J. W. Row­
lett, S. J. Vaughn, J. M. Sherman, A. 
M. Martin, R. A. Clements, E. R. Wal­
lace. W. r .  Garvin, L. A. HumphriM, 
C. S. Cameron, W. M. Murrell, C. W. 
Foot, M. C. Hays, T. J. Rea, W. R. 
McCarter, W. J. Mayhew and T. C. 
Willett, the present pastor. At l e « t  
ten of the former pMtom 01 this 
church have been raised to the sublime 
degree of presiding elder and perhaps 
all of the other living ones are “groan­
ing ao to be,”  to quote again from 
the Yearbook.

The present building was erected 
during the pastorate o f Rev. C. S.

Stoves,
Tinware,

Barbed Wire,
Farm Implements,

Guns, Ammunition,
Fishing- Tackle, i

Wagons and Buggies

A Full Stock of Hardware
Abilene

and vegetation destroyed.
The geological formation ef the

the vapor-laden winds from tlte gulf 
to discharge their aqueous contents

fed a little during the months of Jan­
uary and February, although thou­
sands p« 8  through without it. 

LOCATION.
The natural location of Merkel is 

(Continued on Page Seven)

Texas

This is our advertisement in
THE MERKEL MAIL 

40 Years'Ago

l»s. The Sunday School annex was 
built during the putorate of Rev. C.
W. Foot, who is now pastor at Qua- 
nah, Texu.

According to records of the Y ear-,
book, supplemented by information '931 South First Street

Ed S. Hughes 8 Co.
HARDWARE

Abilene, Texas

HURRAH! HURRAH! HURRAH!

FOR MERKEL
SHE’S SOT A PAPER! -  -  A 600D THINS FOR THE TOWN! -  - A BIS THINS FOR THE COUNTRY!

But a Better Scheme for
J .  M . R A D F O R D

To Tell the People Where to Buy Their Groceries

■ Î

R a d f o r d

WE WANT YOUR TRADE - - WE HAVE THE LARGEST STOCK, THE LOWEST PRICES
• \

We five ywa a Cordial Invitation to Visit our Store and Get our Prices. We are Here to Please You.

THE GROCER Abilene, Texsf
?  V

(The above advertisement appeared in the Merkel Mail 40 years afo.) '|

Our Principal Office is at exactly the same Location now in
ABILENE, TEXAS )

With Honaae ia the foflowiaf 20 eitica: Abilene, Aipiae. AauMiilo. BalUnfer, Bif Spriae. Bowie, Brady. Brownwood. Ciaeo. Clevia, N. M., Colanuui' 
De Laaa, FarwcM. Graham, Lahhoefc, Marfa, Memphia, McCamey, Odeaaa, Pampa, Pecoa, Ptainvlew, Qwinah, lUwwelL N. M„ San A a r ^  Staunf 
gwaatwatar, WichiU Falia. *
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SAM BUTMAN, SR. BOUGHT 
FIRST TOWN LOT FOR $25

CHURCH FOUNDER

(By L. R. Thompson)
Having always had a fine regard 
the pioneer and and a desire to 

w something of the begrinnings of 
mmunities, I engaged Mr. Sam But- 
^n, Sr. into relating to me some 

the early history of this part of 
ylor county. Mr. Butman landed 
Baird in 1882, coming there from 

Jama, after having followed for some 
years a sea-faring life with his broth­
ers and -father who had followed the 
paths of the sea in and out of the 
great ports of the world. Bell plains 
was then the county seat of Callahan 
county.

It was a far step from the sea to 
a sheep herder; from the bleak and 
barren coasts of Maine to the prairie 
rtretches of West Texas; 'but Mr.
Butman took that step and had 
charge of a flock of sheep for a little 
more than a year and laid the founda­
tion for the fine ranch on which he 
now lives consisting o f about twelve 
thousand acres on most of which 
range cattle and sheep and on about 
thirteen hundred acres he raises cot­
ton, feed crops and wheat. In the 
winter of 1882 Mr. Butman held a 
flock of sheep on Noodle creek when 
all of that part of the country was in 
pasture.

In 1883 he bought a section of land 
from Daniel Vicker on which was 
the first box house built in Taylor 
county. This land was afterwards in 
litigation and Mr. Bu*^an consulted 
a law firm of which >ir. Bentley was 
a partner and they instructed him to investments 
let it go back and re-file which he did, 
and this same sectio^ is a part of 
his present holdings.

The early settlers in the canyon ,
were the Tuckers, Costephens, Chas. (Continued from Page .Six)
Brown and Paul Demere. The Rev. jwhom,”  according to Judge Wheeler’s 
Mqs^s M. Norris, a minister o f the j report, “ were G. W. Scarborough and 
Methodist Episcopal church, lived in  ̂wife, and a son, C. B. Scarborough 
a dugout on Mulberry creek and in and a daughter, Ada Scarborough, G. 
this home was held Sunday school. W . Dunning and wife, O. X. Ginn and 
every Sunday and preaching once or wife and T. B. Story, T. B. Story 
twice a month. The Rev. Norris,'being a brother-in-law of C. E. Conner, 

^•long with the other settlers, made; a Merkelite of long standing but who 
living by selling posts and wood - 
gatheriilg and selling bones.

(le first railway station in Mer-

jectives that would not appear well 
in print and, upon the reputation 
they gave him as a banker and the 
prosperity of the country, I bought 
the bank and most of the notes were 
liquidated within the next ninety days 
and within four months the deposits 
were more than a million.

That first week was eventful. At 
the beginning nearly a third of the 
houses were vacant and it was un­
necessary to secure advance reserva­
tions at the hotel. Before the week 
doted men were trying to rent rooms 
at $25 per month and there was not 
t  vacant residence or business build­
ing in the town. The Woodrum ho­
tel was full to overflowing and our 
first oil boom was born and deceased 
within the next three weeks. The 
banks took on a metropolitan appear­
ance as people lined up before the 
tollers’ windows. Many nights in suc­
cession the bookkeepers were busy un­
til after midnight. The gins werj 
running every hour in the twenty-fo 
and at full capacity. Everybody 
wanting to buy something of e\fry~ 
thing offered for sale and the most 
numerous list of items on the iiKome 
tax reports of the following /year 
were the charge-offs of worthless 
stock purchased in 1910.

Notwithstanding its varying yicis 
situdes. I believe that Merkel it lo­
cated in what is destined to be the 
most prosperous part of West Texas 
and that land and city property at 
present prices will prove profitable

The late Rev. A. A. Baker who 
organized the Cumberland Presbyter­
ian church here January 3, 1886,

Our Early Churches

was built facing Kent street about

is spending sometime in Florence, 
Kansa.s. It is in the latter city where 
.Mr. Story, t^e only living charter 
member o f the Merkel Baptist church.

>3 year 1883 with J. Lr Vaughn as i now resides.
first agent. Mr. Vaughn was a 

d agent and a great lover of flow- 
and a staunch supporter of the 

rch. He built the Ed Ash house 
.Jid lived there until he left Merkel. 
Mr. Butman married his eldest daugh­
ter.

There were no stores in Merkel at 
that time and Mr. Butman bought 
for a Ml. Trundy, a fireman on the 
T. A r . for |26.00'the first lot that 
was sold, being the lot on which the 
Oasis Filling station stands. A Mrs.

At that time there were no pub­
lic buildings in Merkel, not even a 
school building; and the organization 
was made in a small residence then 
owned and occupied by O. X. Ginn and 
at the time of Judge Wheeler's report 
occupied by W. P. Duckett on North 
Kent street.

After the organization. Rev. G. W. 
Scacboro'ugh was called a.s pastor of 
the church and O. X. Ginn was elected 
church clerk. Soon after this a small 
one room school building was erected

Rollins bought the lots on the north-.©r* the ground where the tabernacle 
east corner of the same block. [now stands and the First Baptist

The old government trail of Merkel moved its place of
worship to that building, with ^heir 
meetings once each month otLi>-;^rtW'd 
Sundays, with the business nieetings 
of the church on the Saturdays be­
fore.

Ii\ the year 181*0, Rev. S. H. Blair, 
then a missionary for a large district 
throughout this country, was serving 
the church as pastor, by agreement 
with his home association that he 
might give one-fourth of his time to

through Mountain Pass, just east of 
which were the two log houses of the 
rU gi station. The stages going 
through this pass were fre<iuently at­
tacked and many Indian battles were 
had there and many people killed.
Panacea.” for the common ailments 
were always at hand and physicians 
were called only in cases of severest 
illness. All the early settlers were 
sincerely generous in hospitalitw and
their mutual hardships made^them ; service of this church. “ There 
kindly and helpful one to another. Iwas no understanding as to what he 

In connection with this article t h e r e c e i v e  ns pay for his services; 
editor has asked me to tell what in- i ajj was more in the way of an
duced me to come to Merkel and to |gffering,’’ to quote from Judge Wheel- 
give my early impression of the town. | ^ ’̂s report again.
In August, 1919 I received a telegram After building their own church in 
requesting me to come to Kansas City, 1^93  ̂ the next thought was to organ- 
prepared to go to Texas. I took the  ̂ Baptist Sunday School; and in 
first train and was told that a con-1 October, 1893, a few of the members 
trolling interest in a bank at Merkel | of the church and a few members of 
could be bought for a certain price | the Presbyterian church, (who joined 
which was book value and a bonus, ijp the work,) met in the new Baptist 
and for me to go there and look over . building and ^organized the

Sunday School that survived through 
the influence of the early days and 
gradually developed into the Standard

the proposition and if I thought it 
worth the money to purchase it. I 
reached here on the 31st day of Aug-

soust and immediately looked over the Graded Sunday School, which ranks 
business and residence sections of the'high throughout Texas and the South, 
town, noting the number of vacant Wheeler was selected first su-
houses— and there were not a few— perintendent of the Sunday School, 
and went to my room in the Woodrum j with B. A. Cox, now of Abilene, as 
hotel and wrote that I was not very secretary, and the services of the first 
favorably impre.ssed, but would sfiend I superintendent wore continued until
a week here looking over the country 
before I returned.

I had never seen a cotton stalk un-

1902 without interruption.
In the latter part of 1894 or the 

early part of 1895, Rev. Mr. Blair

Î V  
I >

til I saw it through a Pullman win- 1 gave up the missionary work and left 
dow as I came to Merkel, and I found the country, and G. W’ . Smith was 
•Hat the credit of the country was I called to the pastorate of the church, 

d on this staple. I spent a week. He was the man who in the early 90’s 
*ng to farmers and looking at the *aw the need of a college in this sec- 
>n fields. Cotton was selling at | tion of the country and made a special 
nts and the yield was above the trip to New York City to see Colonel 

_ » âge. The banks had passed sue-, Simmons and explain to him the pos- 
"ce!<rfully through two years of drouth sibilities of a Baptist college at Ahi-
but their note cases were full. I wa.<* 
convinced that cotton at the controll­
ing price would liquidate all the notes 
if the lenders had exercised a reason­
ably conser\’atism. I learned from all 
with whom I talked that Mr. Thos. A. 
Johnson was regarded as a conserva­
tive banker and many of them stressed

lene and influenced him to start the 
institution.

The present magnificent building 
that houses the Baptist congregation 
was built about ten years ago, while 
the Rev. Ira L. Parrack was pastor 
during his first charge. The latter 
resigned, effective the first of March,

his conservatism by the use of ad- to accept a call to the church at Chil-

licothe and the congregation is now 
.'.eeking a pastor to succeed him. 

GRACE PRESB'TTERIAN CHURCH. 
Grace Presbyterian church was or­

ganized as the Cumberland Presby­
terian church January 8, 1886, by Rev. 
A. A. Baker, who became its first 
pastor. At the time of organization 
there were eleven members, five of 
whom were members o f his own fam­
ily and the other members being D. 
C. Hutcheson, wife and family, they 
being the parents of our fellow towns­
man . D. Hutcheson, who was just 
a boy at that time. The small church 
then in use was situated near where 
the Church of Christ now stands.

Of the charter members, there are 
fiv( now surviving: Mrs. A. A. Baker, 
wife ot the pastor; her son, James L. 
Bakei, San Jose, Calif.; her daughter, 
Mrs. J. B. Warnick, (formerly Carrie 
Baker;) and two of the daughters of 
the late .Mr. Hutcheson, Mrs. Tee 
Skillings and Mrs. John Campbell, the 
latter residing at Trent.

Information as to the church build­
ings since the organization of the 
Presbyterian church here is gathered 
from an article in the Presbyterian 
Advance, dated March 8, 1917, in part 
a» follows:

“ Having used the schoolhouse or the 
Baptirt church as a place o f worship 
up to September 8, 1890, the session 
resolved to build a house o f their own 
and Rev. A. A. Baker was appointed 
to illicit funds. This building was a 
frame structure and cost approximate­
ly 13,000.

The campaign for the present 
building was launched on Thanksgiv­
ing Day, 1915. It is a brick-veneer, 
54x60 feet, built on a 9-foot basement 
wall of cement. The auditorium has 
e seating capacity of 200 and on the 
same floor are the pastor’s study and 
six class rooms which may be thrown 
into the auditorium, increasing the 
capacity to 500.

“ Including available material in the 
o’d building, the chu~ch cost $8,.3.50. 
The Board of Church Education fur- 
i.ished $l,f*00, of which one-half was 
on grant and one-half on loan and the 
church is free from debt except $4.50 
oi this loan.

“ The present pa.stor. Rev. Hube-rt 
E. Bullock, has served the church for 
nearly three years.”

Rev. A. A. Baker, the founder of the 
church and the first pastor, died 
March 18, U>22, having been born in 
Tennessee in 1835, In 1857 he entered 
ministerial duties in Murry countv, 
Tenn. and at the outbreak of the war 
joined the first Brigade Tennessee 
Cavalry and .»erved four years as 
chaplain. During'these four years of 
service he conducted numerous re­
vivals in the a rm / and participated 
ir one of much note at Dalton, Ga. 
In 1884 he came to Texa.s and stayed 
one year at Hubbard City. It was 
in the following year that he came 
to Merkel and organized the first 
Presbyterian church hera In writing 
of this noble man of God, the editor 
of the Merkel Mail in his issue of De­
cember 17, 1915, said: “ Of all men
in Merkel, whether they be old timers 
or newcomers, we would say that he 
is one of the most successful, if not 
the most successful. Not that he has 
hoarded immense worldly possessions, 
foi such has not beeh the case. He 
har provided for his mature years and 
is to be commended for his success in 
this ”

Rev. R. A. Walker is now the pas­
tor of Grace Presbyterian church, com­
pleting his third year next month. 
Preceding him was Rev, Chas. H. Lit­
tle, who is now pastor at Howe in the 
Paris presbytery, and Rev. Fred S. 
Rogers, now pastor of the Stamford 
church.

ONLY FEW OF nR 8T  
MERCHANTS H E R E  
AFTER FORTY YEARS

Twenty-seven display advertise­
ments appeared in the first issue of 
the Merkel Mail and the names of 
these firms together with the various 
lines of business follow:

J. H. Thornton, General Merchan­
dise.

Calvert A Winn, Groceries and 
Provisions.

Ozee, Bell A Co., Contractors and 
Builders.

R. J, Reed, Furniture.
Jerigan A Co., Shingles, Doors, 

Sashes.
J. L. Vaughan, Town Lot Agency.
City Hotel, James Corigan, Prop.
H. Bullard’s Resturant.
Merkel Barber Shop, E. R. Boyett, 

Prop, »
G. F. West, Groceries and Hard­

ware.
Ed S. Hughes A C^., Abilene, Hard­

ware.
T. C. Tune, Abilene, Photographer. 
Cox A Clark, Groceries and Pro­

visions.
H. C. Burroughs, Painter and Paper

Hanger. '
J. M. Radford, Abilene, Grocer.
E. Hearn, Boot and Shoe Maker.
B. O, Cox, Attomey-at-Law.
Louis C. Wise A Co., Land Agents.
J. W. Shangle, Physician and Sur­

geon.
G. H. Richardson, Physician and 

Surg;eon.
J. W. Dishman A Co., General Mer­

chandise.
W. P. Browning A Co., Lumber.
M. S. French.
Merkel Meat Market, D. M. Cravens, 

rop.
Latrobe V’aughan, Photographer. 
The Yellow Pine Lumber Yard, J. 

. Barnes, Manager.
Blanchard A Sweatt, Blacksmith 

and Repair Shop.
Scattered throughout the paper loc­

al readers call attention to the var­
ieties of whiskies always to be had at 
the Maverick saloon, Abilene. Among 
the favorites listed were: Bell Brook, 
Old Jordan, Pure Malt, Belle of Nel­
son and the Celebrated Kentucky Club.

a Band of Hope. Tha Westarn Nor­
mal and Commarcial Collage aaaocia- 
tion, chartered July, 1886, haa a large 
two story building for educational 
purposes and the public fxf«  school is 
also under good management. Owing 
to the advantages of transportation 
and travel and its central location.

S S
Marfcel will be an sitHfatlimgl
center.

Wa are indebted to the Prograanhss 
comniiUae for data for this aitkla aad 
to whom we return thanks. All ia- 
quiries from a distance will be chaar 
fully answered by addressing J. L. 
Vaughn, secretary of this committee.

G. F. West
THE LEADER IN LOW PRICES

GROCERIES, HARDWARE,
FARMING IMPLEMENTS,

STOVES, BARBED WIRE,
QUEENSWARE, GLASSWARE,^

HARNESS, ETC., ETC., ETC.

CHEAPEST HOUSE WEST OF ABILENE
THE FIRST, HOUSE IN MER­

KEL TO ATTEMPT TO SELL 
AT ABILENE PRICES, OTHERS 
BEING CO.MPELLED TO IMI­
TATE.*^

A s Pictured in 1890
(Continued from Page Six) 

favorable to a mercantile center. The 
pa.sses from the southwestern part of 
Taylor and part of Nolan county 
and the beautiful and prosperous 
farming district o f Mulberry canyon 
all have one outlet to the plain six 
miles south of Merkel. The direction 
of the water-courses and natural road­
ways favor easy and direct roads 
from the north and south. Many 
stockment prefer shipping from this 
point on account of the ease of access 
and abundance of water. .\s the coun­
ty advances, more and larger business 
houses will be necessary to buy the 
products and furnish the supplies of 
thi.s large section of country.

The gin at this place ginned over 
400 bales o f cotton last fall and the 
large acreage of wheat now growing 
wiP necessitate the erection of a mill 
this fall.

SOCIITY AND EDUCATION.
The society of all this western coun­

try is first-class, and there is as large 
a percentage o f church members as 
in any portion of the United States. 
The Baptist, Presbyterian, .Methodist 
and Christian denominations have 
flourishing organizations. We have 
three large Sunday Schools, a flour­
ishing Women’s Christian Union and

IT WAS A REVOLUTION IN PRICES
BI T THW HOUSE DID IT 

JUST THE SAME.

AND WILL REPEAT IT EVERY DAY
Give US a Trial and be ('onvinred

New Stoves, New Goods, Low Prices and Fair Dealing. 
— AGENT FOR THE CELEBRATED—

Buckeye Light Binder
MERKEL TEXAS

(Our ad in first issue of Merkel Mail. Mar. 20, 1890.)

est Co.
OVER FORTY YEARS IN MERKEL

P R O F E S S I O N A L

■

WORK RIGHT
On

WATCHES 
CLOCKS AND 

SEWING MACHINES
OI»TICAL GOODS FOR SALE 

ALSO LADIES’ HATS 
Everything Reasonable in Price

R. A TARBUTTON
Iterated on Kent Street

M. ARMSTRONG. M. D.
Office Over Farmers State 

Ban
Rea. Phone 12. Office 195 
Local Surg'm  T. & P. For Last 

10 Years.
Furnish Drugs From Office.

DRS. GRI.MES AND SADLER 
PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS 

HOSPITAL FACIUTIES 
----------X-RAY

Len Sublett
Water well Driller, 
all work guaranteed 
first-class.

Merkel, Texas
■j Phone 164w p. 0. Box 224

PHONE
DR. GRIMES 

Rm. 165 Of. 163

PHONE 
DR. SADLSh 

Ras. 1S6 Of. 161

If you paint the inside of your book 
•dielves a bright color, one that ron- 
trartr pleasantly with your room, it 
if a nice note of beauty.

■ ■ o
Take our advice. If you pay 

rash—then buy at a cash store— 
Boston Bargain Store. “ Cash 
makes the price lower."

In Death Valley, Cal., a temperature 
of 134 degrees in the shade haa been 
readied.

Women Suffering 
Bladder Irritation

If functional Bladder Irritation 
diaturba your sleep, or cauaea Burn­
ing or Itching Senaatton, Backache, 
Leg Palna, or muscular aches, mak­
ing you feel Ured. depressed, aad 
discouraged, why not try the CyilaK 
48 Hour Teat? Don’t give up. Oet 
Cyatra today at any drug store. Pat 
It to the tarn. See for youreelf how 
Solan^ worka. Money back if Itbring quick

DU COI
Qyalaa today. Only

Improvemy t ,  
and eatlefy you romdetely. T »f 

dOOa ^

FAUUNC JOHNSON
Succeseor to

G. W. JOHNSON 
InsarsDee— Notary Publi«

In New City Hall— Front Si. 
Merkel — :— Texaa

EXIOE BATTEKffiS
13-Plate now     _|7.50

Exchange
15-Plate n ow ___________ $10.00

Exchange
S. M. HUNTER

Phone 72 Everybody’s Garagn

I -

LEE R. YORK JOHN L. CAMP
YORK AND CAMP

Attomeys-at-Lnw 
Civil Practice in all Courta. Special 
attention to 1 nd titles and probate 

matters.
711 and 712 Mims Building 

ABILENE, TEXAS

M. A. JONES
Experienced Jeweler 

and
Watch Repairing 

.All Work Guaranteed 
At Merkel Drug Co. 

Merkel, Texas
DR. CHAS. E. HARRISON 

Practice Limited to 
The Eye and It’s Errors of Re­

fraction— Eyes Examined 
and Glasses Fitted 

406 Alexander Bldg.
Phone 6161 Res. Phone 8286 

Abilene, Texas

Dr. L  C. Zehnpfennig 
Dentist

Dental X-Ray and Diagnosis
Office, Farmers State Bank Bldg. 

Phone 196

SWEETWATER MARBLE 
AND GRANITE WORKS 

for
MEMORIALS OF MARBLE 

OR GRANITE 
ALSO CONCRETE COPING

J. T. COATS, Local Rep. 
Merkel, Texas 
Pkone 274W.

Jeweler
Expert Watek

JOSEPHUSPECK
Al CMy D n s
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Friday, March t í ,  1930.

Trent News and 
Personal Notes

Funeral rite« for R. B. McRee, Sr., 
ac« 70 years, were held at the Mitho* 
dist church here Saturday afternoon 
at 4 o’clock, with the Rev. E. D. Land- 
n th  of Hedley officiatinK, assisted by 
Rev. U. S. Sherill, local pastor. In- 
tennent was in the Trent cemetery. 
Mr. McRee died Friday morning, 
March 14, at 5 o’clock. His death came 
as a complete surprise to his relatives 
and friends, as he had been in good 
h««lth up to just a few days prior to 
his death. He had been feeling badly 
and on Thursday had gone to .\bilene 
to consult with a physician there, 
nothing serious being reported. Mr. 
McRe< was an old-time resident, hav­
ing lived here for the past 22 years. 
He is survived by his wife, four sons 
and two daughters, all of this place.

Pall bearers were T. G. Hamner, 
Leslie Beasley, Royce Dowdy, Charles 
Reid. .Malcolm Beasley, E. Massey, 
Honorary: C. T. Bei-kham, 0. 
Smith, J. M. Bea.»ley, M. G. Scott, J. 
W. Dowdy of .\bilene, W. H. Frazier 
of Merkel. Out-of-town relatives at-

Winnie Brown succeeded in making a 
complete pig, all except the “ squeal.”  
A lovely plate was served to Mesdames 
Boyd, Beckham, Uzzell, Howell, Terry, 
Howell, Dingle, Brown, Roberts, 
Roberts, .McLeod, Massey, .McLaugh­
lin. English, Winn, Brown, Abbott, 
Williamson, Boone, Misses Winnie 
Brown and Fannie .\ldridge and the 
hu.stess.

Those on the honor roll at Trent 
public schools for the past six weeks 
are; first grade, Mrs. Reaves, teacher, 
Mark M'illiamson, highest average, 
Kenneth Burkhart, Kathlyn Shannon, 
Kirby Steadman, Helen McLeod, Ver- 
tris Ross, Bernard Wortham, Cullen 
Price and Walter Robbe; second grade. 
Miss Strawn, teacher, I.eo Eckert, 
highest average, Doris Nfargaret 
Steen. Jake Roberts, Cecil Ross; third 
grade, Charlie Robbe, highest average, 
Ellery Smith; seventh grade. Miss 
Burgess, teacher, Mildred Steadman, 
highest average, Helen Bright, l.ena 
Bright.

On last Tuesday evening Mr. Sam 
Clinton’s Sunday School class was en­
tertained at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
-A. C. Terry wirh an ice cream social. 
Games and contests served to while 
away the time.

.Mrs. T. J. Williamson, who had

..  ! is reported better at this writing.

. r. an Mesdames Joe Xalley and Maud 
Bryant were guests of Mrs. C. 
Rutherford of .Abilene Wednesday.

Personal Mention

tending the funeral were J. P. McRee,  ̂ i  ̂ o* j ■
Beaumont; C. C. Behea, Rockdale;'
Mrs. Susie Sloan. Hedley;
Mrs. Henderson, Lubbock; Mrs. Fan-j 
nie Norman, Thorndale; Gus Norman,'
San Antonio, and Mr. and Mrs. 1. M.i 
Howell and two children of Ft. Worth.

J. W. Bowers of Vernon spent Mon­
day and Tuesday in the home of J. E.
Bowers.

Mrs. Garland Venson. accompanied 
by Mrs. Murcheson of Sweetwater, 
visited in Trent Thursday. Mrs. Yen-^ 
son will be rememlic'.-d a> Miss .Annie I 
Clair Oliver.

Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Reeves and 
l.illian Grace attended the ; inging 
the n* w S-uth Side Methodist church 
in Sweetwater la.<t Thiir'idny night.,

Mr-i. I' • I’ertage and children viri- , 
tesl at San .Angel* la t̂ week.

•Ml. I’earl .Martin of Hernil'-igh. 
who cam* t*> attend the funeral of R. '
B. McRe»- wa« th* g u ot of .Mesdatn* - i 
T. G. Hamner ami J. E. Bowers.

W. L. Boyd. Mies .Mary Bi'yd. .Mes­
dames Beuna McL«**h1. H*>mer Terrv 
and Be
Stock Show la-st week and were guesU 
o f S. T. Howell and .Mrs. T. B. Sorrels

Claud Box of Robertson county. The 
sheriff is one of those men to whom 
Judge Cobb gava their elementary in­
struction in the schoolroom when the 
latter was a teacher at Franklin, Tex­
as.

Miss Hallie Pike is attending busi­
ness college in Clinton, Okla., and will 
be away several months.

Mr. J. L. Harris, after a visit with 
her son and family at Eliasville, is 
again with friends here.

Mrs. Melvin Evans and two children 
of Chicago are visiting Mrs. Evans’ 
mother, Mrs. E. N. Brown.

.After a visit with her sister, Mrs. 
Fred Witman, Mrs. McLane returned 
Thursday to her home in Mission.

After a visit with her parents. Miss 
Arlene M’ illett ha.s returned to South­
western university at Georgetown.

.Mr. and Mrs. Davis Stribling of 
M'aco stopped over here a short while 
M'ednesday afttrnoon to visit friends

.After a very pleasant visit with her 
father, S. F. Haynes. Mrs. Charlie Hill 
has returned to her home in Milford, 
Texas.

Mrs. R. L. Adcock, who has been in 
a Temple Sanitarium for several 
weeks, has returned home, much im­
proved. She was accompanied on her

return by Misa Berdelle, who had been 
with her at the sanitarium and also 
fur a visit to relatives in Waco.

Sterling Sheppard was home from 
Southern Methodist university at Dal­
las to spend the week-end with his 
parenU.

Mrs. V. P. Tippett and children 
were over from San .Angelo to spend 
the week-end with her mother, Mrs. E. 
N. Brown. r

Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Bragg and Miss 
Bettye Lou Grimes recently visited 
with Mr. and Mrs. W’ allace Bragg in 
Chilllcotbc

Miss Veima W’alker from the College

ren returned Tuesday to their home at 
Lindale after a visit with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Reagan.

While in Weat Texas to attend the 
Rebekah assembly Mrs. Sallie Acrey 
of Waxahachie paid a visit to her 
cousin Dr. M. Armstrong and family.

Miss Ruby Hughes, head nurse at 
thi Merkel Sanitarium, and .Miss Ber­
nice .Morgan were in Abilene Thurs­
day to attend the district meeting of 
nurses.

Mrs. Sam Cummings, who formerly 
lived here and whose many friends 
were glad to welcome her again, was 
a recent guest of Mr. and Mrs. Chas.

day morning to say goodbye to 
friends.

Pierce Horton, accompanied by hit 
mother and sister, Mist Evm Horton, 
visited relatives in Arlington and Italy 
last week and also attended the Fat 
Stock .Show at Fort Worth.

After attending the Rebekah aaaem- 
b*y at Abilene, Mrs. H. L. Bell of Min- 
ter is the guest of the L. 
and Joe Stalls families, all o f w 
were old friends in East Texas

L.Murr,.Jis-»V
«Í.

of Industrial Arts at Denton spent the H. Jones. '
week with her parents. Rev. and Mrs. 
R. A. Walker.

.Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Hutcheson 
and .Ml. and Mrs. Chester Hutcheson 
art here from W’ilson, Texas, guests 
of relatives and friends.

Clark S. Mundy, whose home was 
formerly in the Stith community, has 
been added to the efficient staff of the 
postoffice department here.

Mrs. H. C. Williams, who lived in 
Merkel for many years and who is now 
making her home with her son in Knox 
City, is visiting friends here.

Mrs. Ruby Johnson and two child-

After a visit with Miss Melba West 
in Baird last week-end. Miss Mona 
Margaret Jones was accompanied 
home by Miss West for a visit with 
her parents.

Week-end guests o f Mr. and Mrs. 
George Caple were Mrs. Caple’s fath­
er, E. T. Smith, wife and two daugh­
ters. and her sister, Mr. and Mrs. E. 
H. Cobb, all of Waco.

En route to Long Beach, Calif., Mr. 
and Mrs. S. P. Nesmith, who have been 
living in Abilene since Mr. Nesmith 
resigned as manager of the Queen 
theatre, stopped over for awhile Mon-

NOTICE TO FARMERS.
We wish to state to all Farmers th 

have cotton seed to spare we can gi 
you 334 per ton and we can’t say 
long. Will be glad to get you 4  
amount of the Russell Big Boll that 
is being put out by the Chamber of 
Commerce at Abilene at the same 
price you pay them—$1.76 per baihel. 
Either of us will take your order and 
get these seed for you and buy your 
old seed at |34 until further notice.

Jack Canon.
L. L. Murray.

Take our advice. If you pay 
cash— then buy at a cash store— 
Boston Bargain Store. “ Cash 
makes the price lower.”

Miss \ » ra Raker visite*! her m*)ther 
ir Abiler*' !a--t week.

Mr*. Johnny to x  o f .Abilene visite«! 
her parents here Thursday.

Mr--, Le*' .'smith *>f Knox City is 
:ht g.iost of .Mis.s Lizzie Keny.

Jo* Tiner was home from Texas 
T*-i b at l,ubb<H'k for the week-end.

Miss B e-' Tou*hstont of Dallas was 
the W!*k-end cu«st *if rolati’-. hens

■M •. an.i Si's. C 's. Higtrins tisi' .1 
.s'ir.iiay with .Mrs. Edna McLain in 
S'.v-, ; t watiT.

Mrs. G*-or».o« Cai'lc has had as her 
ht ■J..;VUo.st this w»t'k .Airs. \V. S. : 
Park*'! o f I)a*Tas. j

.Mr. an«) .Mrs. .M. .A. Dunn o f Owens,;
T«\a.s v'site*! relatives and frieniis 

e Billings attended the F « ‘ ;„ ,e r  the week-end.
.Mrs. Af. -Armstrong has had a.s her 

great this week her coUMin, .Mrs. Em-
while there. Vantine o f Dallas.

r ir ic  Forrester of Long Beach.) y  p  jj,,.
CaJif., spent a few day's last week I tVednesday of a visit from Sheriff , 
lus parent*, Mr. and .Mrs. P. C. For-?
pester. I

.Mr. and .Mrs. Carlton and children
week-end guests ofaf Ahilene w 

relatives.
Okley Reid of Lamesa returned 

bom« Tuesday after a few days visit.
11« was accompanied on bit return by 
bU motbei. Mrs. J. S. Reid* 
eirit wilb bim and bis brother MeWm.

Miss Forrest Forrester, who is 
teaching at Roby, spent the week-end
at home. I

Mr. and Mrs. Volley Vessels. Mrs. 
Tom Vessels and Mis* Fannie Vessels 
wore w k-end guev* of Dix Vessels 
and family of Lubbock. They also 
visited Mrs. Volley Vessels’ m*)ther, 
Mrs. Rusell at Claton.

Mr. and -Mrs. E. I.. Topper and | 
daughter, B'«nnie. have m'.ved to, 
Christoval where Mr. Topper is work - , 
ing for the R«*ed Driling company. |

Mrs. Oscai Smith of Colorado spent  ̂
Monday here visiting friends and at­
tending to business. j

•Mrs R. J. Harris and little sons, J. 
H. and Bailey Jo. of Eskota were re­
cent v-iitors of Mrs. Harris’ parents. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. T. \es.sels.

.M.'. and Mrs. L. W. Ross had as 
their guest last week their daughter, 
Mrs. Johnson, who lives <>n the plains.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Murdock of B'g 
Spring spent Sunday with relatives 
here.

Delegates selected to attend the dis­
trict r. T. A. to convene at Ballinger 
March 27 and 23 are Mesdames Alex 
Williamson. W. L. Boyd, Cal Hamner 
and Jack Bright. The alternate* are 
Mesdames John Strawn and Reuben 
Reeves. The P. T. A. at Trent is do­
ing some exceptionally good work this 
year.

On last Thursday evening C.C. Strib­
ling and his mother entertained a few 
of their friends honoring .Mr. and Mrs. 
Steen, who are moving to Clyde. “ 42” 
was pastime fos» the evening’s enter­
tainment and a delicious plate was 
serve*) to the following; Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Y. Steen. Mr. and .Mrs. Homer 
Terry, Mr. and Mrs. John Strawn, Mr. 
and Mrs. Algie Steen, Mr*. Beuna 
McI>eod and Mrs. Alex Williamson.

Mrs. J. A. English and son of Herm- 
leign. with her «laughters. Mrs. 
“ Boots" Brown of Memphis, Texas, 
and Mrs. Joe Boone of .Amarillo, are 
visiting friends and relatives here this 
week.

Members of the T. E. L. class were 
guest* of Mrs. J. B. Winn at her home 
at a prettily planned St. Patrick* par­
ty Monday afternoon. After the devo­
tion, games and contest* were had and 
the most enjoyable event was when 
everyone was given an Irish potato, 
raisina. prunes, toothpicks and a knife 
and the one aiaking the bes+ pig in 
five minutes was the winner. .Miss

Again Konjola 
Gives Proof of 

Amazing Power
Ten Year« of Kheumatism .\re 

Ended When New Medicine 
Is (iiven a Chance.

MRS. G. H. COLE.MAN
I

What cheer and encouragement are 
t* be found in the many victories of 
Korjola, the new and different medi­
cine of 32 ingredients. Take, as a 
typical example of Konjola at work, 
the case of Mrs. G. H. Coleman, R. F . ' 
D. No. 3. Ft. Smith, .Ark., imagine 
her happines-s when she was able to 
say:

‘ When I look back and think how I 
offered from rheumatism and kid 

rey trouble for ten years I can hardly 
believe that I am well and happy an «
I am today. .And all this glorious 
changt is due to Konjola. For ten 
yia«!- I enilured awful agonies. At 
times the pain in my limbs was so 
.■«evere that I could not get around. 
E^ery night I was up many times,|l 
and the loss of sleep and rest told j , 
on my general health. A friend urged ' 
Me to try Konjola, and what good ad-  ̂
vice that proved to be. In four week«;
I was without a sign of rheumatism,' I 
and my kidney* were as good as ever. 
No wonder Konjola is the most talked 
of medicine in America. It should 
be in every home throughout the 
land.”

Konjola is sold in Merkel at the 
Merkel E>ruc Co. and by all the beat 
dniggiats in all towns throughout 
this ent re section.

The Crown Hardw are ('o., is offerìnif the people of Merkel and trade territory some real 
money savinjr values in Hardware. In fact they are slashing the prices on many items in 
every department, they are overstocked on a great many articles— and they need some- 
ready cash— so don’t fail to visit their store, and take advantage of this opportunity to 
save.

While the deal on the Crown Hardw are Co., Store is still pending, it is under new mana­
gement, and they are very anxious to meet every one in this trade territoy, they want your 
business, and will at all times do their best to serve j'ou with the best of merchandise at 
the very lowest possible prices.

t ^ l

ICE CREAM FREEZERS
Auto Vacuum— i quart, special price .......  S6.S9
Frost Kinfr—6 (luart, special price .S4.96
2 quart Freezers, sjK'Cial 9.3c

INCUBATORS AND BROODERS
The very Best

Automatic— 160EKKcap,— Reg. $32.50, special S18.7F 
Automatic—250 Egg cap.— Keg. $57.75, ŝp>eciul$32.5v 
Salety Hatch— 160 Egg cap., reg. $.32.50, special $19.95 
Safety Hatch—250 Egg cap., reg. $37.50 special $23.95 
We are offering these beloA\- cost, eAery Farm should

have one.

Ice Tea (Classes
GiKxl clear quality, regular 
10c A'alue at ic

Garden Hose
Gf)od quality— neA\- stock— 
50 feet complete .S3.9.5

Galvanized Buckets
Good quality, medium size, 
special ......... ............... 13c

Tubs
_ Of Best Heavy Quality _ 
No. 3 or large size, e:ich 69c 
No. 2—Medium size, 49c

John Deere 
Planter 
Boxes

Complete, reg- 
u 1a r p r i c e  
$16.00 special

$10.95
All Cultivator 
SAA eeps at re­
duced Prices.

TRACE 
CHAINS

Good Aveig h t, 
special

(ias Stoves and Heaters
Wesco Gas Range, regular $45.00 value ... $27.50
High Range, White Enamel, Blue trim,
regular $45.0u A'alue .... _ $39.50
Wesco Range, White Enamel, Black trim, VA’ith
cabinet, regular $110.00 value, ___ $59.50
We.sco Range, White Enamel, Blue trim, regular
$100,00 A'alue _________  ... $49.50
Ve.sta Gas Range, White Enamel, Gray trim, reg­
ular $72.50 value .... !... .....  $39..5tt
Coleman Pressure Range, reg. $90.00 value $24..50 
E\’erite Hy-Speed, oil Stoves, r e g u l a r  $60.00
value _______ ___ _______  ____$24.50
The.se are real Bargains, all are priced far beloAV 
Whole.salc cost. Remember every Gas Stove, W'oo<l 
or Coal StoA'e in the hou.se carries a reduction that 
AA-ill saA'e you money.

Cups and 
Saucers

Fair qual i t y, 
but dur ab l e ,  
.semi Porcelain, 
each

7c
Per set—6 each

75c

Leather
Collars

at below whole­
sale cost. 

Good qual i t y, 
ail hair laced— 
regular price 
$5.50 at

$3.75
regular 
$3.90 at

pnce l x

S2.9S
Stock Limited

We can only list a few' of the items that >ve are puttinj? special prices on— you will have to 
come in and look our stock over to appreciate just what we mean, when we say that we 
have on sale— for you w ill find many special bargains throughout this big stock of mer­
chandise.

Begining Fri­
day everything 
w ill he sold for 
CASH—
No charge.«» will be 
mad«— We are need­
ing the money and 
have cut the prices 
to get it.

Grown Hardware
UNDER NEW  MANAGEMENT

MerKel, Texas

Special Sale 
Starts 
Friday  ̂

Morning 
March 21st

to be closed as soon 
as we raise the nec- 
ei ŝary cash.


