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cms Gmumii dodge
HIDE M. E.

Sunday evening at the regular 
hour of service at the Methodist

DIG PIGIDBE »
GOZf IDEAIREilN NlirL

The Merkel Garage, local deal- The belief that the Indian does 
ers for Dodge Brothers motor not show emotion, that he does

Church, the choir, under the di- cars, were infoitned early Wed- not visibly register jor or sorrow

MALONE BROS. BIG GBRISIMAS 
HERE 24-29 AI BAPIIST

rection of Mrs. J. Samuel Rider, 
will render a Christmas Cantata. 
A great deal of practice has been 
necessary to render this program 
with credit. If you have not yet 
got the Christmas Spirit of 
good cheer and good will toward 
your fellow man, come out and 
hear this splendid musical pro
gram Sunday evening. Visitors 
and strangers are cordially in
vited.

The program follows:
1. O Zion, That Bringest Good 

Tidings. (Pi-elude and men’s un
ison chorus.)

No. 2. Arise iOid Sliine (Bass 
solo, and tenor duett, and chorus

No. 3. A King Shall Rule (Full 
Chorus.

No. 4. O Little Town of Beth
lehem (Soprano and Alto duet.)

No. 5. There shall come a Star. 
(Soprano or Tenor Solo and 
Quartette or Chorus.)

No. 6. One Midnight Still (Con 
tralto or Baratone Sk)lo.)

No. 7. Glor>* to God in the 
Highest. (Chorus)

No. 8. Would I had lived in 
Bethlehem. (Quartette.)

No. 9. No room for the Christ 
Child. (Soprano or tenor solo.)

No. 10. God with us. (Chorus.)
No. 11. Sing Unto God. (Final 

Chorus.)

nesday moniing by telegraph 
that tremendous price reductions 
will be made on all models, ef- 
fecitve Januar.v 7. Although the 
exact size of the reductions have 
not been announced, a unique 
feature is that the price cuts will 
be effective on all cars sold since 
December 15th, and the amount 
of the reduction will lx? refunded 
on cars bought between Decem
ber 15 and January 7th.

These reductions are made 
possible, the message states, by 
completion of a $10,000,000 ex
pansion progRim at the Dodge 
Brothers plant. New buildings 
and equipment practically double 
the capacity of the Dodge Bro
thers factories. A whole page an
nouncement of the reductions is 
made in this paper.

WILL BE CANDIDATE
FOR COTTON WEIGHER

While in conversation with 
Mr. 'Thos. A. Bearden, a most ex
cellent and capable citizen of 
this community, we learn that 
he expects to soon announce in 
these columns as a candidate for 
Cotton Weigher of the Merkel 
precinct.

Our readers and voters may 
watch this paper for his definite 
announcement in the near future, 
he stiites.

MBG. JOHN GEABG

Mr. John Sears and daughters. 
Miss Johnnie and Mrs. W, S. J. 
Brown, accompanied by Mr. 
Brown, returned first of the 
week from Dallas where they 
had been to visit Mrs. Sears, 
who has been in a sanitarium in 
that city for some time, and who 
we are glad to learn is now im
proving nicely from a recent op
eration.

As stated recently, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sears are among the pio
neer and very best citizens of 
this community, and their host 
of friends will indeed be glad 

I to learn that she is improving 
nicely.

Washington, Dec. 15.— The On Decembtr 24 and 25, the
new debate over prohibition, Malone Brothers, expert rodeo 
which has begun in Congress, is men, with their famous wild 

was disproved during the making i likely to equal in length and fe- herds, will give in this city two 
of Paramount’s “The Thunder- rocity the one that drove John big performances, at 2:30 in the
ing Herd,’’ which William K. 
Howard produced from Zane 
Grey’s gripping historical novel.

While filming the buffalo hunt 
and stampede scenes for the pic
ture, a group of Arapaho Indians 
also taking part in the product
ion, stood behind the camera and 
wached the action. When the 
buffalo thundered across the 
plains in one bellow’ing mass, 
tears gathered in the eyes of the 
red men.

The Araphoes, loaned to Para
mount from the government res
ervation in Wymoning, w’ere tran 
sported to the location in Yel
lowstone Park by Famous Play- 
ers-Lasky Corporation. It was 
the first time in over thirty 
years anf of them had seen a 
bison. When the players rode in
to the maddened herd, the In
dians actually cried.

Among those watching the 
.scene was (Thief-Goes-In-Lodge, 
age seventy-two, who took part 
in many i*eal buffalo killings dur
ing the late sixties and early 
seventies. The Chief, an histori
cal character of note, portrays 
the same role in “The Thunder
ing Herd’’ that he played in real 
life fifty years ago.

In rounding up the herd of 
buffalo for the picture, the en
tire camp of Indians assisted. 
Despite the fact that they had 
not come in contact with the an
imals for more than thirty years, 
the red men showed greater skill 
than most of the white men.

Featured in the cast of “ The

Barleycorn beyond the law six ■ afternoon each day. 
years ago. j Rob Malone, who has been

The old fellow was dragged by | playing the big fall fairs in many 
the neck into the Senate Tues- of the cities of the northern

states, will be here in person to 
help make the occasion a big 
success. Read their advertise
ment in this paper.

day and a noisy argument devel
oped as to whether he was alive 
or dead. The debate will be con
tinued at fretjuent intervals in 
the House and Senate so long as 
the wets scent the faintest hope.

An assault from the wet side 
by Senator Edge of New Jersey, 
a prominent and regular Repub
lican, set o ff the liveliest fight 
the Senate has witnessed this 
season. Wets and drys plied into 
the ring and verbally mauled 
each other for two hours.

Wets charged there was more 
drunkenness than before prohi
bition. Drys .said that contention 
was rediculous.

Edge said later that he expect
ed to ask the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to hold hearings on 
his bills to revive 2.75 per cent 
beer and lift restrictions on 
liquor prescriptions.

Can’t Be Enforced. Says Edge
“ It is generally admitted that 

the present act cannot be enforc
ed: that it is rediculous to em
ploy hiUf the population to police 
the other half and then fail,”
Edge said in his speech.

“ Almost all the leading na
tional activity is to find ways to 
evade or beat the law. Citizens
in all walks of life, scrupulous-1 .MR. THOMPSON SELLS 
ly honest and law-abiding in all HIS HOME HERE TOO
other ways, boast of their suc
cess ,or ability to do so. Homes 
where in the old days liquor was

DR. GRINIE9 ID THE 
HEXI 1DASIMAGIER

As has been stated before, the 
next Luncheon Club meeting 
night will be known as “ Ladies 
Night,” and at this time it is ex
pected that a Ladies Auxiliary 
will be organized for the purpose 
of .securing their united efforts 
in making our city more beauti
ful next year. And as Toastmas
ter for the big event. President 
Henry C. West, has named Dr. 
R. I. Grimes as Toatsmaster, 
which insures, to begin with, a 
very fine program and large at
tendance of both men and women 
at the next meeting.

Program and further announ
cement will be made in another 
issue of the Mail. Watch for it.

The service Sunday morning 
will be in keeping with the sea
son. Special music and a CTiriat- 
mas sermon will be prominent in 
the morning service. It is hoped 
that every member of the hxad 
church as well as friends will be 
present Sunday morning.

Sunday evening the pastor 
will bring a second message on 
Nehemiah, the theme being 
“ Overcoming Difficulties.”

All other services for Sunday 
and for the week as usual with 
the addition of a special Christ
mas program ’Thursday evening 
at seven o’clock.

Our go<xi women are undertak
ing to supply hens for a dinner 
at Buckner Orphans Home. We 
are told that it takes 125 hens to 
do this as there are some 700 
children in the Home. Mr. Joe 
Harris has kindly agreed to re- 
ceive the hens at his poultry«^ 
house and furnish coops in which 
to ship them. All friends o f or
phan children are invited to help 
get the 125 hens. Bring them to 
Mr. Harris’ Poultr>’ hou.se Satur
day or Monday morning so they 
can be shipped out on the noon 
train Monday.

Ira L. Parrack, Pastor.

DR. GAMBILL ’TO MOVE
TO DONEY BUILDING

I never found now produce so-call- 
Thundering Herd are Jack Holt, pre-war stocks in apparent in- 
Lois W ilson, Noah Berry and , exhau‘ t̂able supplies.”
Raymond Hatton. This picture' Thir. stirred Senator Willis of

Doctor Gardner Locates Here

will anpear at the Cozy Theatre 
Todas and tomorrow.

ON WAY TO CUBA

Mr. RiUph Bigham. of Hous-

i Dr. C. B. Gardner and family 
j have come to Merkel to make 
! their home. The doctor is a.siyx:i- 
ated with Dr. Geo. L. Milli^and

Ohio, the driest of Republicans. 
“That has not been my experi
ence, I regret to .say— ” Here

U»n, came in first of the wt*ek | town witjymigh re
Dr. 'Miller andfor a visit with hi.s pai'ents, Mr 

and Mrs. CUiude Bigham, of 
Trent, and his gYan<lmoiher. Mrs 
W. P. Browning olth is city. Mr. 
Bigham expects lo soon sail for 
Cuba, where he will become man
ager of a big ranch in that coun
try, owned by American citizens.

commendatior 
iamily will lx? from Mer
kel for several raOKihs afti*r the 
fii*st of the yy/(i' am? .̂Dr. G.ard- 
ner will liav^Kcharge erD r. Mil
ler’s officer and practice, and 
\vili i-esid  ̂at the Miller residence 
during Ih it time.

AT PRESRnERIAHS

In our last issue of the Mail 
we made mention in the item re
garding the purchase of Mr. L. 
R. Thompson’s interest in the 
F. & M. Bank, that it was rumor
ed that he had also sold his 
home. Since that time he has in
formed us that such is the case.

, . . . t o  . ; and further that he and his goodlaughU-r interrupted ^le Senator,,
«•ho ,n some confusion -imckly!
added: Or rather. I sai it with-, rh^racter o f busin»,s he will 
out regret. i

“ Isn’t it a fact," inquired Cole j 
Blease of South Carolina, “ that i 
foreign Amba.<'.sadors and Minis-) 
ters actuallv luive whi.;kev

Dr. W. M. Gambill, Dentist, 
with offices in the W’est building; 
over Bragg Dry Goods Company, 
announces that on Januar>’ 1, 
1926, he will move his offices 
to the W, O. Boney building, 
over Hamilton &. Case Grocery, 
where he will be pleased to haW  
his patron.s and friends call on 
him after the above named date.\, y

.-HI.

and
Sunday school at 10 a.m. 

Preaching at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Junior Christian Endeavor at 

the 11 o’clock hour. |
Senior Christian Endeavor at!

6

wine on their tables when if the 
President of the United St:ites 
did that he would be denounced

enter, or ju<;t where, has not yet 
been dt'cided.

Tlieir many T’riends through
out the entire city and commun
ity will indecxl regret very much 
that the\' are so soon to leave 
our niici't. and thi.> paptm joins 
with them in wishing for Mr.

Mr. D. M. Miller, one of the 
cotton kings of Jones county, 
who makes Merkel hi.s trading 
place, was here one day this 
week and dropped into the Mail 
office to arrange for. his next 
year’s reading. He reports his 
daughter, Mrs. Edna Spratlin, of 
Houston, is visiting in his home 
during the holidays.

a criminal?” , .
■•I don't know unvthinv- about/™ '

p.m. that.” Mr. Willis i-eplied. ''hut it affoials. and with
Mr. E. Dos-lc Gan-ctt who hns! Mv. ard Sirs, W. A. Holt, o f The choir will render sjieeial i^ -fe e t l.v  idle and .sill.v for any- r » s rp w p l7 T rn "-eom m U L^'n

iĤ en attending Baylor llniversi- \ Ballinger and Mr. and Mrs. Dew-, music at the moi-ning and even-; . which they may decide to locate.
■■ . . .  _  . semces. Special Christmas HfTuoi nas ini leased. \\ n.\, in tl̂ e ■ .ty at Waco, is spending the holi-|oy Brown, of Tuscola, were ii?) 

days with his parents, Mr. and ¡last Sunday for a visit with J. 
Mrs. J. M. Gan-ett. 1 S. Thomjus and family.

REAL NEWSPAPER BARGAINS
THE ABILENE REPORTER (Daily and Sun
day) for one y e a r ...................................................... $1.20
THE MERKEL .MAIL One Y e a r ............................$1.50

T o ta l.................................................................... $5.70
OUR CLUBBINti OFFER— The Merkel .Mail
and .Abilene Reporter daily & Sunday 1 yr........... $.5.00

You S a v e .............................................................$..70
FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM (Daily and
Sunday) One Y e a r .................................................... $7.45
THE MERKEL .MAIL One Y e a r ............................ $1.50

T o ta l....................................................................$8.95
OUR CLIHIBING OFFER—The Star-Telcgiam
Daily and Sunday and The Merkel Mail, 1 yr........$8.00

You S a v e .................................... .........................$ .95
D.AI.LAS NEWS (Daily & .Sunday) 1 year 
and THE MERKEL MAIL 1 year for $7.2.5

M.AGAZINKS
Holland's Magazine 1 yr. and Merkel Mail 1 yr. $2.00 
Holland’s Magazine 3 yrs & Merkel Mail 1 yr. $2.3.5
Holland’s Magazine 5 yrs & Merkel Mail 1 yr. $2.75
Farm & Ranch 1 yr and Merkel Mail 1 yr. $2.35
Farm & Ranch .3 yr.s. and Merkel Mail 1 yr. $2.75
Farm & Ranch 5 yrs. and Merkel Mail 1 yr. $3.25
These offers are good at the Merkel Mail office onb’f as 
we have no agents authorized to make such offers, and 
no agent for any paper can give you as good prices. We 
can also give you a good dabbing o iitx  on magazines.

mes.sage by the pa.stor. We ex- 
j tend a cordial invitation to the 
public to worship with us.

and three deep— I am told.” 
Sheppard Makes Reply

I ---------------------------  i The men and women w ho di.«-
regard the national prohibition 
law. or encourage and patronize

---------- bootleggers and others who disre j
gives us much pleasure t o 'i ’« ‘ (i it. “ ai-e law breakers and

old davs men stood at bar.s two' They have’^ th  been very p<?p-
ular in church, social and cm e

TO OUR READERS A M )
THE GENTRAL PUBLIC

It
call your attention to the great 

' volume of both local and display 
advertising to be found in the

affairs of our town and com
munity. and in the business cir
cle, as his friends so often state, 
“ we have found Mr. Thomp.^on 
every inch a man.”

Mrs. R. L. Brad.shaw and littlecriminals and take their places! . , 
among th.- law brraking and L" T " '*
criminal classes of the country,"'“ "

Besides i declared in Senate debate Mrs. W. A. Johnson, at Green-
columns o f this paper. Texas, and other relatives
the fact that the paper Inns been  Tuasda> b> ^nator Morrî ^̂ ^̂
accorded a most wonderful p a t - 1 o f  Texa.s. The Texas Sen-

' r<*nnge by the business men and 
• citizens of the town and com 
munity, it has enabled us to pub- 

I lif h a much larger paper, which 
j is also complimentary to the 
jtown a.s a great business center 
and reflects a live, up-to-date, 

I progressive set of busines.s men. 
, We want to say to our readers 
i that they need not go elsewhere 
I than in Merkel to do their Christ- 
I mas shopping, for here the busi- 
ne8.s men have large and com
plete stocks of everything one 

I could wish, and they ai’e usually 
right when it comes to prices.

Then, again, when you buy it 
in Merkel, you keep Merkel mon
ey in Merkel, and help build up 

I your own home town.

ator, who is author of Nation
wide constitutional prohibition, 
was answering the speech of 
Senator Edge (Rep.) of New Jer
sey.

“ Mandates of States.”
“ In making the eighteenth 

amendment effective,”  said Sen
ator Sheppard, “ we are carrying 
out the mandates of the Stotes 
as determined and expressed un
der the Constitution itself. .A 
distinctive American principle is 
the rule of the majority. When 
the requisite, constitutional me- 
jority of the States ratified the 
eightet'oth amendment, all the 
states and all their inhabitants 
were placed under a sacred obli
gation to obey it. Any other

and Cleburne. Texas.

Mr. Joe Holmes left Tuesday) 
night for Big Spring where he; 
had been called to attend the 
funeral of a friend in the person 
of Mr. J. T. .Anderson, a pi-onii- 
nent citizen of that communitv.

course would be un-American, 
anarchistic, bolshevistic and re
volutionary. Men and women 
who disregard it, or who en
courage and patronize those who 
disregard it and the laws duly 
enacted for its enforcement, be
come lawbreakers and criminals 
and take their places among the 
law breaking and criminal class
es of the nation.”

Read Our New Serial 

Q  Q  Q

In ValKalla 
and Out
George Ethelbert WalsK

Her# is ■ storjX wKicK 
proves that mociem con
ditions can product as no 
rruntic and thrilling a sea 
tale as those of old in 
which buccaneers and 
pirate gold figured.

hJo buried treasure in this 
story, but there is a kid
napped niaidcn and for 
good measure a kidnapped 
nullionaire; also a itplm 
yacht, a pirate of th* 
modem financial sort and 
a lot of bang-up exd ting 
adventuras. You ara sure 
to be delightad avitk it.

Q  Q  Q

F in i  Im ia ilm e n t W i l l  
A p p ea r

in NEXT W^EK*S LS8UB « f

The Merkel M?.il

New York

I .

I \
/
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Trimming the
Tree By Frances Gnnstcad

E V E R Y

BRANCH OF BANKING

Crp.ndmother Comparr«
Present With Long Ago

The activities of this Bank, extending: 
as it does into every oranch ol busi
ness, is in a position to render its cus
tomers a service at once so varied and 
complete that they have to carry but 
one account. Come in and talk over 
j’our financial business with one of our 
oTicers. You will find them willing to 
take all the time needed to help you 
with vour business.

I I K  ( I t v o r i i f o ' l  
i i r m i n c l  u l i l c h  t v i r  

< ' l i r U t i i i i i ' *  h o l l i l u y  
! •  p  n  t  e  r  H .  l i a ' «  a n  
o r l e l n  o l d p r  t h a n  
* ' h r l ! « t l m i i t >  I t h p l f .  
I n  a n o i o n t  d a y a  
t r p p *  w c T P  l i p l i l  a a -  

C T P i l  l o  V  a  r  I n  t i  •  
. 00,1 a n i l  e v i l  M | > i r l t a  a n i l  i i f t e r l i i i ; s  t o  
i t i p i i i  \ k p r e  h u n c  u p o n  i l i e  l > r : i i n  l i t " « .
10 tile  T e u t m n  the fir tree, w ith  Its
■■i iiiin e lriea l »p re iid in g  lira iie tie » w as
11 K>nibo1 o f the .*«in and they eele-
I'Piitpil the w in te r  seuaon hy ileokin i; 
it in ilni*el, flowera, toy* and o th e r o r- 
n n in e ris

I 'h r is f la n  imp o f  the tree » rn ih o l
I Piihaldy lieüan In « îe n ii i in y , hut th e re  
n re  n inn y «torlea  o f the  first I 'h r la t - 
iiiiis trve . It ile  is that M nrtin  l.t ilh e r . 
w iilk in ;; u n d e r the  atara on** I ’h ris t - 
mns Kve, w as tnoved hy th e ir  w u .id e r 
,is a reve la tion  o f the  neurneas o f t io d  
to iiiiin. W iie n  tie reaeheil hom e, he 
!o>k a litt le  fir tre e  and put llstifed  
iiin d 'e s  on lt< h ran rh ea  to ex id n ln  hit* 
th ie ich l to the ch ild ren .

W ith  ar**-otd tn id lt lo n «  hehiiid  It. It 
Ik tllt iii»: that the  typ lea l » 'h ris tiim a  
tre . in these d a y «  I* de<*orated p iire lv  
•■or the sake o f  its own henuty. S m all 
i*id T r.'is  r*il. it o ften  stand*» on the  

llh i-iiiy  table , p ifts  hea|)«sl a ro un d  Ua 
It . -e .  n r In m inlatnn* fe n n  ttraeea the 
• h.ihi'Z lah le . the re n te r o f  «'h»*er iin tll j 
N e  i Ve H r’.>i. I f  it I* to Hhlne in the  | 
iio iiu>r.*-s o f  i hlldr»*n thntiiirh  year*  to  | 
l•nIlle. it.« o rn n n ie iit«  iiiuat he hum ; . 
■I ith  as imteh tlion ,;ht a* e v i 'r  the o ld  ' 
T i ’irn ii« iia\*> to till* p ln e ln r  o f  th e ir  
«•;: fe s ih  iil s i f t «  T h e  aerret o f  dee- j 
o ra tili:, a fr*s* elTeetl'e l.T N  to iiiiike  1
its ills é ra flo n s  |iH>k ns ! f  they irrew  
' Te  I ' 111* s<*pret n f tlm t Is to plias*

>* o -n ;iiiie ii| < nt the points o f irrow th.

y i ' . N . ' s ' V  i i n d  b e r  K r e . i t - i r m n < l m o t l w » r  
a e r e  h a i t i i K  a  l i t t l e  r l i a t  v r h l ' 4  

. . . e v  v . - . i  t e d  f n r  t h è  a n n o u n e e i i i i ' i i l  l ' r o m  
t h è  n i . d i i  i h i d  t ' h r l s T i a a s  l ì l n i i i ' . '  w a a  
r  a d . ' ,  ( i n i i i i h n a  S u d i l i  h a d  I n s t i  h o r n  
a m i  r « ' .  r » * d  I n  t h è  S n u d i .  S ! i e  w a a  
s |  e n d i i u '  t h è  h i i l l d i i . V K  w l t h  b e r  d n u i . ’ l i -  
! i  r  i.i t l n *  S o r t i i .  I i r a l i d m o : b e r  w a a  
I O  t  e r  e a r l y  u l n e i l e « .  l u i l  a  r e i . i i i r l a i h l o  
• • n  f o r  b e r  a j r e .  T a l i ,  e r e i  I .  s j i r y .

a *  i . i i i i ' i l  i i e v e r  ¿ r o ' v  o l d  m e a t i d l . v  f o r  
« I n *  ' V U S  t i M »  p r o t i r * s i ) l v e  I n  b e r  I h i i i k -  
■ r . ; ;

• ■ J e n n y ,  u a  I  l o o k e d  a n » n n i l  t h è  l i o i i a e  
J n « t  i i i i ' k - ,  I  e o u h l n ' l  h e l p  h u t  r e a l i i * *  
" l i â t  i l  d l f f e r e i i i - e  a  B e n e r a t l o n  o r  t w o  
h i i s  i i i i d e  I n  o u r  m o d e  n f  l U l n i ; .  1  
( • o i i l d i i ' t  k e e p  f r o i n  r o n i p a r i n t :  t h l s  d a . v  
: i r d  h o u l e  w l t h  a  t ' h r l s t i n i i s  l  > a y  a n d  
l i o i i i e  I  k n e w  l o t i K  u j f o .  V o t i  k n o w ,  
J » * n n y ,  . k n d r e w  a n d  I  a v e r e  n i a r r h s l  o n
'■1 C h r i s t i n a « ,  y e u r a  n a o .  , \ n d r e w  

■ . 1.  I  I t  l i t t l e  c a l d n  o n  a  p l o t  o f  « r o u n d  
'••• e - v n e i l .  I t  w a s  p e r e h e d  u p  o n  a  
l i . . : .  1  I l i n U . l i t  i t  w i i a  t h e  l o v e l l e a t ,

I '  l . i  l a . i i i i l t i i l  c u h l n  e v e r  h n l l t  i n  t h e  
" H o l e  "  . i d .  A n d  I t  w a a .  I t  w a s  t h e  
| : i n  W o r d  I n  c o x y ,  h o m e  a r e l i l l e e t u r e  
o f  t h e  t l i i i i - a .  I n H i d e  I t  h a d  a  d i r t  d o e r  
a n d  I I  f e w  p i e c e s  o f  h i t  k o r y  f u r n i t u r e  
w h l e l i  . A n d r e w  l i a d  m a d e .  I  w o v e  n i l  
t h e  l i n e n s  a n d  o t h t ' r  e l o t h  w h l c I i  w e  
u s e d .  W e  w e r e  s o  I m i ' i i y .  W e  h a d  u  
h i i r  h o m e  w e d i f i n « .  O n e  o f  m y  w e < l -  
d i n t r  p r e s e n t s  w a s  a  t i n  c u p .  T h a t  e n p  
w  I S  u  p r i z e d  | H i s s * ‘ s s i o U .  l u u r h  t a l k e d  
. i t i o u t  a n d  e n v i e d  h . T  m y  n e l g h h o r s .  
' ' o i i i e i i i a e s  I  w o n d e r ,  w e  l i v e d  » » >  » I n i -  
I ' l y — a n d  h a p i d l y — a n d  n o ' v  h o w  e o i n -  
| i l i * \  a r e — ' *

T h e  d i n n e r  « o n e  h o i u n e d  f o r t h  a  w e l -  
e o i i . e  s o u n d .  T h e  f i i i n i l y  « i i t h e r e i l  a n d  
" i i l i  j o y f u l  e h a t t e r i n g s  h u r r i e t l  I n  t o  
t h e  f e s t i v e l y  a r r i i n u e d  ( T i r l s t i n a a  d i n  
i i e r  t a b l e . — t l e a n o r  K .  K i n « .

rii. J>2-. Weitern .S>w»ptip«r Vo!on )

LETTER GOT THERE
i'.

FARMER STATE BANK
B ankiij Friemlship that Enclrclas this Section

OFFICKK.> .\.\D DtRECTORS 
J. S. Svann, President J. C. Mason, Vice 
President B. 0. Anderson, .Active Vice-Pres 
VV. L Dikz Jr., Cashier Herbert Patterson 
Assistant-Cashier. David Hendricks

♦♦»»♦
#
♦ . « :• i♦
# « ' « « ' « ' «
♦ • :

P.

J

s.^IIK didn’t have Santa Cliiua’ 
uddress, hut slie knew that

■ I

STO('KHOt.I>ER.< MEFTINí ;

TIu* armial meoti* g of t' 
phareiiolder.s of The Farmer-; 
State Rank. Merkel, Tex.ut, will 
b e  held at the office of the Bank 
at 4 o’clock P. M. on Thursday 
January 11th. 192 .̂ fi>r Um* pur- 
po se of eY-ctinti Directors and 
i;uch other busine.ss which may 
come before the mt*etinir.

R. O. Anderson. Vic4’-Pres. 1111

I-DW RATES to S l'( GESVII.LE
Id9 Texas busine.ss firms asked 
iOi- Drauirhon-trained bookkeep
er- ;.nd stenojrraphers in N'ovem- 
F)er—many more calls this month 
Tow Holiday Rates on scholar
ships insurinjf positions or your 
money liack. Courses indorsed by 
more bankers than ail others. 

I Write TOD.-W. Dranphon's Col
lege, R<i\ H. .Abilene, Tex. lU2p

Expert Repairin<^ “ I
r 13 .Vi/ .Vi re.n’r shoes, it is really more of a re- 

n il? than a repaired shoe. Naturally: the
se-vice a re-mlie shoe gives is almost equal lo a 
new shoe.

GOODYEAR SHOE SHOP
176 Cypress. Oppo.site Gambill’s. .Abilene, Texas

C H R IS T M A S
CAKES
AND
CANDIES

1

ji Ourcakes are full of good substantial food, make 
A hit with every member of the family, and our 
fruit cakes are delicious. Set one before the fam
ily Christmas Day.
The children enjoy our hard candies for Christ
mas because they last longer, and the older folks 
too. Order them today and we’ll have them 
ready when you call.

QUALITY BAKERY
A: A. M cOEHEE, Prop.

BREAD IS YOUR BEST FOOD.  E A T  MORE OF IT

' --ri- lilt* lull!'« lir.inch iilul "In-tv tin* 
h':iv« tin* hPnm-ln-« ; tin- other 

- I** ¡'liK-i* I'miiiiiont« thiif look ln*nvy 
• li*To tin* ir*'»- liHiks «lronco«t, 'veil 
u*'k on iho lii-:in! Ìi(*.« iiril lownrd the 

> '"e r  l>arl oi’ tin- tre**.
If Is « iro<id thill« to 1«T out the 

i'i.ii*-ri:il« for <ii--oniiion with thus** of 
d o  «liiHie :ind i-i'lor fi*«other and to 

ai'iidl** I tie kind o f «l<*< orntion« Jtt n 
lime. In this "n y  U Is eii.sy to dis- 
tr'Jiute ui;:--«« <>f tr'.minliii: an*l spot« 
*.f i-olor ov**iil\ and to see Ihiit the ilif- 
ferent kind« are " e l l  interminirled. It 
Is a cnmnion misiaki* to pla<-i* imwt of | 
the ornaments on the tip ends nf the i 
hriiindio«. under tin* Impri-sslon that 
tin y will «ho" np host tin re .\s n ; 
matter o f f:t<-t, a few omament* well j 
¡iliKvil on the Isiily of the tree are | 
more effective than If thev are *c-nf- 1 
tiTi*'l on the outer «■lr<-iitnreret<-e '

The reiiialnilor o f lieht« re11ect**d ! 
from various oniamenfis should also ; 
he eon«id*-r**<l ; thosi* with «lassy stir-^ 
fiic*.« slilne with n dlTerenr «Io"- fpom 1 
tli.it oi‘ tinsel, and apples, oranpes mnl | 
«’orntiro'iias of ciind.v niiisf not he ot- 
l>«■«■le(l to «-otmterhalani’e hrl)rht**r sur 
fine-». So il!<lrihute the diaairiitlons 
Iiu'Iii« a illlToront kind o f surface. 
The slassy ornam«*nt< will relieve the 
ilark inas.«**s of tin* tree If they are 
hun« well hark in It. hut dnll-siirfa*e*l 
objoets. If not tfsi lar«e. should h<* 
liun« In nearer vie v. .V «oisl plu«v for 
fruits, "hli-h are heavy hut lfw> dull 
to show in the hisly o f the tree unless 
there I« a break in the follaee, is on 
I l i o  sturdy lower llnihs.

The small **le<-trie lislits 'vhlrh have 
superseih'd randh-s for the t'hr'.sfnm« 
tn'p should he arr!iii(r*‘ il In orderl.v 
irradathMi from tin* lower llnihs to the 
top. A jireffy eff«*<t Is prislurvil if 
tiny white liiilhs are substituted for 
the vnrl-eolor«*d «mes that iiannlly 
make up thes** rlrrnlis and each lls-ht 
i-nrlosed in a .«mall paper eone o f anft 
yellow or oraniie. These rones j>ro- 
Je*tln« «lownward ?1ve murh the sanje 
Imppesalon as the vertical <-fTe<-t o f 
randies.

Chains of tinsel and rolored paper 
are etfertlve deroratlons If they ar* 
used rlifhtl.v. Tliey should not be slrr.-

. \ i i i i t  . M a r y  n n i s t  h i i v e  i t .  . s o  s i n *  
" T o t * *  t h è  f o l l o ' v l n c  h * t t e r  t o  
l i i i i i  n i n i  s » ‘ t i f  I t  i n  « - a r e  o f  “ . \ u n t  
. ' ¡ i i r y ,  N > ' v  Y o r k , ’  i u i v i n «  t i r s i  
I l  a d  i t  t o  b e r  i n * i i l i c r :

I ••‘iir Salita Claiis :
” I  h i ’ i M *  y o u  i i r * ‘  " * ' 1 1 .  . A r e  y o u ?

’ (  W o n ’ t  y o u  t i n v * *  t o  r < n i i e  t h l s  
. ' J  y e a r  i n  v o u r  n i r p l a i n .  o r  y o u r  
* •  n t o i i i o t d i e ?  l l * * r e  I s  i i i y  I l s t  :
**. ” Too Itsldy hears in dress**s.
| 1  d o l l ’ s  ' v r l t i i i i r  i l e s k .  . \  d o l i .

r m t  u  « I r !  d o l i .  < l o i r «  l i o i i s e  
! *  ( i t  I s  i n  t h è  ‘ o r n e r  h o o k s h o p  
•  t i m i  i s  k e p i  h y  . M i « «  S i n r l a l r ) .  

f i l o *  I n - i i r  h r o w n  n i i d  f i n *  « ’ h r r  
" h i t e .  I  t h i i i k  i l n i t  1 «  a l l .  Y o n r  

1 '  l o v l n «  f r i e n d . ’ ’
*. Th*' letter iiiilst bave nrrlved. J*t 
.* for tlie pres«*nts <11*1.— i*. Uaz- ej 
■; ani. , J,*. * I;̂  192ft. W«Kt«rD N«wf<pap#r Union.)

Christmas Card That
Ended His Loneliness

P'1 >U several years ein unistanres had 
V ma«le James Wliutall move from 
1*1" n to t<i"n so that In* seemed to los«* 
.ilmost toe entire roiinertion with hl.« 
■'•'ST He " ’as so orrrtjiied with trade 
I«' *IIil not note file lui.ssin« years, nor 

realize that almost all Uls srlioolmates 
i.o-.v \v**n* married and he a hnrlielor 
of I'llrty-fl'e

One Cliriitiiuis Kve. Iniwever, when 
he returned to an empty hotel room. 
It wi.s "Ith feelin«» that in spite o f hl« 
l'il«Iri<*ss siiiress, sometliinu vital was 
liirkln« in his life rerhaiis that wa« 
" l iy  111* 'lislikcd Christmas so. When 
hiislne«« eeii«* d. iio'hin« <*lse remained.

In the solitude o f bis nsun, he 
opened the few Christmas <-ards which 
still «oiraht him out. Kvery one he 
.scanned he tossed aside, «‘xeept one 
from til«* first «Irl he hud ever 
kis.srd. He held it tenderly'and reail 
it many time«. “ You faithful dear,” 
he niurmtired. and coin« to the tele
phone. impiired when he eotild catch 
a train. He had decided to gi> home 
and see his friends iiKaln, and find a 
imriner, if he eouhl, to ninke life 
r«ally a success.— H! Lucius C«x»k.

1925. W4>«t*m Newspaper Union.)

p l y  s t r u n «  a r o u n d  t h e  I r e * * ,  » e l K l i i n j r  
o n  t h e  t i p s  o f  I t s  h r n n c h * * s .  s o  t h a t  
t h e y  s * * * ' i n  t < *  f e t t e r  I t .  I f  t h e y  t v l n d  
h r s n e h e s .  a s  a  v i n e  m i K h t .  t h e y  s e e m  
t o  h ‘ d o n g  i n  t h e  t r e e .

T o y s  m a y  h a v e  t h e i r  p l a c e  o n  t h e  
i r * « '  l l « * * l f .  i f  t h * * y  s r e  » l e e o r n t i v * ' .  A n  
a r n i i s l n K  i l o l l  i s T i h e d  * > n  a  l i m i * ,  s  
h r l c h t - í - o l o r o í i  h o r n  ( f l e a m l n t f  I n  t h e  
- I i a d o w s .  a  n i M t e r  b a l l  s u s p e n d * * « !  h l j r l i  
i n  t h e  l i r a n i ’ h e s .  w i l l  d e l i ^ ' h t  t h e  c h l l -  
dnn.

T h * *  i t r i ' w n - u p  w h o  t r i m s  a  C h r i s t 
i n a s  f r e e  h i . s  a  c h a n c e  f o r  o n c e  I n  t h e  
y e a r  t o  b e  a n  a r t i s t — w i t h  t h e  m o s t  a p 
p r e c i a t i v e  p u b l i c  I d  t h e  w o r l d .  T l i e  
c h i l d r e n  o n  C T i r l s t m a s  r o o m i n g  w i l l  
r e c o t r n i z e  h i s  w o r k  a s  a  n i a s t e r p l e r e  I f  
h e  o n l y  r e r o e m b e r «  t w o  r u l e s :  F i r s t ,  
t l i e  t r e e ’ s  t h e  t h i n g ;  I t  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d  
a s  a  u n i t  a n d  e v e r y  b i t  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  
r o u s t  f a r t h e r  t h e  t o t a l  e f f e c t .  H e c o n d .  
d o n ’ t  o v e r l o a d  I t ;  I f  I t  l a  n o t  a i n o O i -  
s e e d  w i t h  t r i m m i n g ,  t h e  t r a e  I t a a l f  l a  
t h o  v s f 7  h e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e r o r a t l a * .

(Ik Itti. WastOTS yeweeeaer Uala»>

White Christmas Trees
T ( »  p r * i > a r c  w h i t e  ( ’ h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  

t a k e  b r a n c h e s  < » f  e v e r K i v t - n  o f  d . ' * s l r e « l  
s i z t *  u u d  d i p  i l l  t h i c k  s t a r c h  t u  w h i c h  a  
s m a l l  l i o x  o f  b o r a x  h a s  b e e n  a d d * * d  a n d  
w h i l e  t r * v s  a r e  s t i l l  d u m p  s i i r l i i k l e  

e a c h  w i t l i  a r t i n c l a l  s n o w .  T h e  t r e e s  
M h * - n  i l r y  m a y  l i e  p l a c e < l  I n  p o t s  o r  
b a s k e t s  a n d  t h e  t o ; *  o f  e . i r t h  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  m o s s .  A h i T K e r  t r e « *  m a y  h e  m a d e  
t o  K l i i t e r  ' v l f h  a r t l l l r i a l  s n o w  h y  

1 s t ' r i n k l i n g  I t  n l i  w h i l e  t h e  h r a i K ' l i e s  a r e  
m o i s t *  t i e d  w i t h  K l u e .  T u f t s  * > f  c o t t o n  
a n i l  ; ; l : ' s «  i c i c l *  s  m a y  l i e  u s e d  f o r  
trimitiinz.

For Golfing Friend
l-'or one’s Milting fri*-ii*l. a nii-e gift 

"iMlIil lie ;i sii.nil Si-nre p.id In .1 leather 
wrist strip. It providi*« a S|ia«*e for 
k****plng (iin-'s own si*>r«*, that o f flis 
iip;Min**nt, and the niiiiiher o f holes 
played.

The Gift for Her
Give your wife a Bank Account for 
Christmas—either a Saving Account or 
a Checking Account. It is one of the 
most practical and useful gifts you can 
give. A C h e c k i n g  A c c o u n t  
supplies her with a plan for keeping 
accurate account of her house hold ex
penses. A Saving Account affords her 
the opportunity to save regularly what
ever balance remains from her allowance

To Everyone we Wish a

T H E  O L D  R E L I A B L E

FA R M E R S  &  M E R C H A N T S
National Bank

J, T. Warren, Pres. Booth Warren, Cashier
OMen Ellis, A5s’t taslilir

DIRECTORS— J* T. Warren, Geo. F. West.
Sam Butman Sr., Booth Warren

N ever M issed a D ividend 
N ever A ssessed a S h areholder

i
>

ST.VTIONERY SPECI.VL

200 sheets of paper and 100 
envelope.s to match with your 
name and addre.ss or monogram 
printed to order in blue ink foi 
$2.00. You may have your choice 
of folder or straight sheet ir. 
white, pearl gray, ro.val blue, 
pink or light yellow. You can’t 
beat this for a stationery bar
gain. Makes appropriate gifts. 
Also have Sl.l*'» box. THP] MER
KEL MAIL. tf

The Old Reliable Fanners & 
Merchants National Bank never 
mis.*-ed a dividend; never assess
ed a shareholder. Bring your 
cotton checks for casn or credit 
to the Farmers A Merchants 
National Bank. tf

•*r

i
V

The Kings D.aughters Class of 
the Methodist church will have 
a market at the Barrow Furni
ture store on Saturday, Dt>cem- 
ber 19. 192*">. Ht2

Te»t
“ H f  h a d  p r o p o s e d ,  b u t  d o * * «  h e  r e a l  

l y  l o v e  r o e ? * ’
“ W a l t  a n d  s e e  w b a t  h e  t i e n d s  y o u  

f o r  r i i f i s t r o a a .  g i r l i e .  T h e n  g i v e  h i n t  
y o u r  a n s w e r . ”

W. O. Boney can make you a 
loan from 5 years to 33 years at 

interest. tf

Y’our name printed cn 
greeting cards adds individuality I roasts, etc.

Baker & Wheeler will appreci
ate your patronage in fresh and 
cured meats o f all kinds in sea
son. Call on them for fresh pork, 

your j sausage, steak, cured meats,
tf

■nniiiiimniiiiiiiiimnimTiiTiiiiniMiii iiTTini-niiiniiiimiiiimnmiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiwniiiiiiiiiiiwiiiiiaaaanaiiiiaiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiif aiiiii 
B HOME FOR 

CHRISTMAS

Holiday Rates
\

To all points in

LOUISIANA
and TEXAS

Also Vicksburg, ATissippi
ON SALE DAILY 1

ChrUtnuu Eve Bread
A c c o r d i n g  t o  k i i  o l d  s u p « * r a t l t l o n .  

bfeetf beked m  caiflstoMS Btrt «fB 
•H>v«r beromc* nnsltly.

DECEM BER 17 to 25 IN CLU SIVE 
FINAL LIMIT JAN. 5TH. 1926

Be a C hristm as present, Qo y ou rse lf
L«t US help you plan your trip. Ask any t  & P Agt.
Oeo. D. H unter, G. P. A. T. & P R y, D allas

L T !«■ [-U
I

V
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kiitu JlAŝ KkJbi.

Len Sublett
Water well Driller, 
all work guaranteed 
fírst-class.

Merkel, Texas
»k;i..n'G

Ti '-'u p'lfcr •'■••ora r.r.y fcm  of 
I’.iti ( > 'f : 'i.-’ ÌICÓ. !̂czcma,
'iottoro! Orauw.-ü 11 1 uij, í ’ois«o.iC/ak, 
Jlintr Worir. UiJ b-T’ S or S r̂es on 
• a..»iron. We 'A'iü fieli you a Jar of 
ilLUH STAT: IftlMIiDi on i. puar- 
fcntci-. i t will ii'jt htaiii ycur clcthiiic 
ruid has u plviû aut uUor.
For sale by MERKEL DRUG CO

Uie
BULL’S EYE

Afkother *’Boll** Dvrbammrnt by HillHogers. /Isgfeld FolllosSBds . . . .iscreoB stsr.sBdlesd* America» hamofist. Mgr« coaiag. Waick tort*

America 
is Safe with 

"Bull”Durham
A gang o f Scientists left on a 
Boat for a year’s cruise to 
study queer kind o f Fish in 
the South Atlantic Ocean. 
They should have stayed here 
in New York and went to see 
and hear what I did the other 
day, a real Red Bolsheviki 
meeting. They would have seen 
queer looking Fish there,Suck
ers, Eels, Flounders, Bullheads, 
and every Guy that got up 
was a big mouth Bass. They 
denounced everything in 
Anierica, The Weather, The 
Constitution, White Gloves 
for Pall Bearers, Mah Jongg, 
Lower Taxes, Suspenders, 
Crt)ss W ord Pu77.1es,Shower 
Baths, League ot Nations 
and ice Cream Pies. A fter 
looking them all over 1 found 
what was the matter with 
them. T h e r e  was nt  a one  
o f  them knew enough'to roll 
his own. How are you going 
to improve on a Government 
if you dont know that much. 
Every man you see pouring 
“ Bull”  Durham into his paper, 
you can bet he is satisfied wi th 
A m e r i c a ,  because its the 
old right down to earth Amer
icans that do it.

/T 6 ^ - ^ ^
P. S. There is going to be anotlier piece 
in this paper auon. Look fur it.

B u l l  
D u r h a m

Guauntced by

111 Fifth Avmmc, N «w York Ctty

1 MISS WELLBORN TO RUN
FOR DI.STRICT CLERK

MERRW l^CMSSM-

From the Grocery Store
that serves you with a
Christmas smile of good

cheer each and every day
«

throughout the year and 
where you will always 
find the spirit of fairness 
and good will predom
inate.

Hamilton &  Case
Staple and Fancy Groceries

Slumliering cftals under Tay
lor Lou.il.. o l-'olitical Pot were 
recently stirred, when Miss Belle 

uTiit ordors"d by every 
member of the Taylor County 
Bar, and was strongly urged by 
.said Bi.r to be a candidate for 
District Clerk of the Forty-Sec
ond Judicial District, 'Taylor 
County, Texas. She has also been 
endorsed by many officials of 
Taylor county, and by a large 
number of her friends to make 
this race.

Miss Welbom has been assist
ant District Clerk under J. K. 
Fuller, (who will not be an ap
plicant for this office in the 
coming election) for a number of 
years. She has received these en
dorsements and recommenda
tions because of her efficient 
work as Deputy District Clerk, 
thorough knowledge of the rec
ords, and the courteous manner 
in which she serves the public.

Miss VV’ellborn’s endorsement 
reads, in part, as follows: “W'e 
unanimously recommend Miss 
VV’ellbom as in everv' way quali
fied and capable of discharging 
the duties o f the District Clerks’ 
office. She is thoroughly fa
miliar with the records, and with 
the duties of the District Clerk; 
.she is intelligent, capable, effi
cient. and painstaking in the per
formance of her duties. She 
would make an excellent District 
Clerk.”

Married Sunday

Mr, James H. (Collins and Mrs. 
Sarah A. Noel were married at 
the Methodist parsonage Sunday 
afternoon at 4 o'clock. Rev. W. 
R. McCarter, pastor of the Meth
odist church, officiating.

We can sharpen your discs as 
quickly and accurately as it can 
be done with our new Disc Roller 
C.P. Stevens Blacksmith Shop It

\
Don’t v L
Take a

Chance
W«

We havethe denatured alcohol 
and glycerene to protect your 
Radiator.
W e can save you money on 
tires and tubes. Call and secf 
before you buy. j

t'
Ford parts and accessorief
The best that can be had 
Oils and Greases. Texhoma 
gasoline, there is none better

Oasis Filling Station
Appreciate s Y o u r T ra d e

Day Phone 2.> Bill Haynes, Mgr. Night Phone 22

Try a Classified Ad in the Mail

FOR SALE— Stationery tor in
dividuals. 200 sheets of papei 
and 100 envelopes to match with 
your name and address printed 
in blue ink, or monogram, on 
both paper and envelopes for 
$2.00. Colors: white, pearl gray, 
royal blue, pink and yellow. It

has individuality when it’s print
ed. See samples at 'THE MER
KEL MAIL OFFICE. tf

If you have something es
pecially good to sell for butcher
ing, call Patterson Brothers, Tel
ephone No. 77. It

Burton-Lingo Go.
Plenty o f -  

W in d ow  Glass, 
P utty  and

B uild ing Paper
Make that old room warm—

Use Sheetrock

T. E. L CLASS HAS ,
ANNUAL LUNCHEON

P R O F E S S I O N A L

K. S. C l ’ M .M IN G S  
Attornev At Law

Offices 307, 308. 309 
Citizens National Bank Building 

Abilene, 'Texas

THOS. C. WILSON 
The Jeweler

Watche.s, Clocks and Jewelry 
Repaired

All Work Guaranteed 
Located at Merkel Drug Co.

DR. H. I. (CRIMES 
i'hysician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 5 p.m. 
Phones 105-163 Res, IGt

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 
Surgeon DentLst

Office over Farmers State Ban» 
Office Phone 306

G. W. JOHNSON 
Insurance— Notary Public

Over West Company— Front St. 
iilerkc} — :—  Texas

The members of the T. E. L. 
Class of the Fir.st Baptist church 
with a few invited visitors en
joyed very much a one o’clock 
Chrijtmjis luncheon in the base
ment of the church on last 
Thursday. As this is an annual 
affair of the class, it was looked 
fonvard to with much anticipa
tion of tlie good time to be liad. 
There was such an air of hospi
tality, good will and Christmas 
spirit, and the beautiful yuletide 
decorations lent a happy atmos
phere of jollity. The luncheon 
table was especially pretty with 
little Christmas trees as center 
decorations with carols on either 
end. Dainty nut baskets marked 
tlie places at the tables where a 
lovely two course luncheon was 
served. During the luncheon 
hour the following special num- 

i bers were enjoyed: Solo. Mrs. L. 
j B. Howard; Quaitette by Me.s- 
I dames A. R. Booth. Thos. Beard- 
i en, L. B, How ard and W. J, I.ar- 
gent; Solo by little Miss Annie 

! Laurie Howard.
I Following the luncheon hour.
I Santa Claus arrived and distri
buted gifts for all from the little 
Christmas tree.

A short business meeting of 
' the class was held after the so
cial hour. The class president, 
Mrs. L. B. Scott, presided. The 
class members present were: 
Mesdames Everet King, L. R. 
Scott, John Toombs. Dent Gil)- 
son. O, R. Dye, Sam Swann, W.
H, Derstine, A. R. Booth. Doyle 
Pogue, Twyman Collins. W. J.
I. rf»rgcnt. Roy Miller. Eaithman, 
Frank Undo, L. B. Howard. Al)- 
Iwtt. Tra Parrack. Thos. Beard
en. Visitors were: Mesdiimes 
Newsom, Lige Gamble. F. C. 
McFarland, Ottie Smith, Sed- 
berry and Miss Hoggerton.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
“ G A L O R E ”

GIFTS -  THAT ■ LAST

VV. W. WHEELER
Real Estate, Fire, Accident anr 

'Tornado Insurance Agent. 
Notary Public.

>(Bco over Crowm Hardware O

.Smoking SLinda Bar Pins Candy-

Smoking .Sets Nut Sets Kodaks

Razor Sets Casseroles Marcelle Irons1

Shaving Stands Console Sets Dolls

Manicure Sets
Watches Sandle Sticks

Perfume Atomizers
Kings Bud Vases

Ivory Sets
Toilet Sets Silvcrw are Memory lk>oks

Razor .Strops Clocks Hill Folds

Books Cut Glass Typewriters

Bibles Vanities
Stationery
Cigars

Kook Ends Xmas Boxes Cigarettes

Kodak Albums Xmas Cards Phonographs '

Pipe Sets (7gar Humidors i Diamonds

■SI

OUR STOCK IS COMPLETE 
A VISIT WILL CONVINCE

Removal Sale— I will move 
this store one block west Jan 1. 
1926. 50 Oil, W’ood and Coal 
stoves, new and used. 40 Over- 
coat.s for less. C m ' FURNI- 
'IT’RE Co. .

HAMM DRUG CO.
PHONE 93

The Store

Your mune printed on your __
greeting cards adds individuality' Subscribe for the Merkel Mai]

U
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FARM
WITH

B E G I N  T H E  Y E A R  R I G H T

FAR M Ä LL I^AC TO R THIS
YEAR

After two years successful tryout one of our dealers in South Texas has sold and delivered 143 Farmalls 
this year. We have already sold two car loads o f these machines to some of the most successful farmers 
of this section, In fact the sales in every section of Texas have greatly exceeded our expections. If you 
are not acquainted with the “ Farmall”  come in and let us show you the greatest labor and money 
saver that is to be had today,
W e wish to extend to every citizen of this community the season’s greetings and to wish for you continued 
happiness and prosperity.
It is with much pleasure that we announce to you that we are again in position to seiwe you during the 
coming year with the greatest line o f farm machinery in the world today, The McCormick Deering Line. 
Unequaled in quality and workmanship, pleasing in appearance and design, built to give the greatest num
ber of years of satisfactory service with the least expense. Backed by an unlimited guarentee and sold
with a service that is unexcelled and appreciated by good farmers everywhere.

( ( GOOD EQUIPMENT MAKES A GOOD FARMER BETTER”
Your Friends,

COMPANY
“ T h i r t y - f i v e  Y e a rs  o f  B e tte r  S e r v ic e

M E R K E L T E X A S

1
e . i

H rT('H iN s in..MR wKnniNc. KLDKR W. ( VPERT TO
I’RE ACH AT TRENT SI N.

.^t his residence in Merkel on 
last Sunday evening. -Tudge W. 
W. Wheeler uniUd in marriage 
Mr. D. C. Hutchins and Mi.-is 
IN'wey Blair, in the prc.sence of 
a few frends. They left imme
diately for .Abilene, where they 
wall make their home.

The bride is the daughter of 
Mrs. .1. S. Blair, of t̂ ’ i.s cite, and 
has a large circle of admiring 
friends and acquaintanct'.s. The 
gn>om, who was formerly with 
the Planters Gin Company at 
Blair, is now in the cotton busi
ness in Abilene, .and he. too, has 
hv his honesty and faimes.s made 
many warm and la.sting friends 
in and .about this city, where for 
several years he has resided. 
Tliis paper joins the happy cou
ple’s friends in extending to 
them congratulations.

' Elder W. G. Cypert. of this 
city, announces that on ne.xt 
Sui.ilay he will preach at Trent 

I at both the morning and even- 
ing hours. i

He invites every one who will 
■ to hear him. and especially urges ; 
the meml)ership of the church; 
to l.e pre.sent.

*>rphars to Have ( hicken 
Dinner bv Local l.adies Aid

Buy men’s Xmas Pre.sents 
from a Men’s Store. L. R. How
ard Company. It

The good ladies of the local 
Baptist church are |?repiiring to 
send to the orphan children at 
Buckner Orjihans Home, 12.o 
big, fine, fat hens, sufficient to 
give every member of that great 
and good institution a nice chick
en dinner for Christmas.

And for the l)enefit of all who 
wish to contribute a nice fat hen 
to thi.s worthy cause, we call 
your attention to their adver- 
ti.sement in this paper.
------------ .........................................

TO OUR FRIENDS 
AND PATRONS

B eginning January  1st. 1928 our cred 
it business w ill be strictly  3'J days.

Our reason  tor this is ou r bills have 
to be paid on the 1st. o f  each  m onth  
and w e ca n n ot ca rry  any past due 
accounts.

Magnolia Filling 
Station

All Did Their Bit to
Make Christmas Merry

r  VKIITBOI »Y in Hronipton kne« 
^  Unit U wa« all the llumninnd« 
ooul'l ilo to make enrl» meet. A big 
family anrt h small iiirome l.s nut 
a «■omhinutlon to make easy living. 
Vet at ('lirl>tmas time tlie Hammond 
family manuL'ed to have all I he good 
tiilngN that go wlili the day and to he 
able “to pureluiae the gifts o f love that 
nienn imifh.

It wa.»' all (hie to the plan that Mr« 
IIatiimon>l ha>! \v<,rked out when th«> 
ehlldnn «e re  small. Si'veral weeks 
hefore Chrl.sima.s u (-('til rlhntlon box 
wns plH< ed In the Hammond dining 
fixm i: acros.« it « a «  written in hig 
letters o f red end c n 'c a : your hit
to make Christmi)« merry." and each 
memlier of the family was sujiiiosed 
to eoiitrlltute siimething. he It ever so 
little. Atid if wiis surprising. Just n« 
s.Min «.« the Im»x was i>ut up each year, 
how many wonderful ways cropped 
'•ut for earning extra niekels and 
dimes. Kien little Tim, In spite of 
tielng only five, rontritmte'l his mile 
to the cliei-r fund. .Vnd the fun the 
family had in trying to Hll the box— 
why. It was nearly us good as Christ
mas lt.«elf! Kaoh evening It was held 
up and weighed by the smaller chil
dren and they always agreed that It 
was getting so "aw ful" heavy; when 
It was opened Just before Christmas 
there was always a shout o f surprise 
and Joy, and they declared that It con
tained much more than they had 
thought It would. .\nd now they were 
s|>endlng the money that was made 
up o f so much saciiflce, such planning 
and scheming as there was to get the 
most out of It. And when Chrl.stmas 
morning dawned there was no happier 
family In all Itroin|iton—the Christ
mas family fund had brought them 
so many g(K)d things.— Katherine 
TCdelinnn.

# c'. im . Cnlf>n.)

i  THE HONORED COLORS li

;*C W ’’ *-
ÍI V V  gr *>•

rtO .MtK the «-olors red and »’  
r(»en.

•j How we are honored!
I" How could Christmas lie Ji*
»'! fhristmn« without green and 12 
{;• without re«| to help in the gay 
•fi deroratI(»ns?
y  lA>ng ago we two colors were 
A. given this honor. J,-

How gay and pleased It makes til
^  ns.
£  It makes green so ririd and 
V bright with d e ^ i t .

It makes red so glowing and 
resplendent with enjoyment.

We are glad no other colors 
were chosen I— Mary O n b u n  
Bonner.
<•. ISII. WMSsrs W»wsa»s«T Cates.)

Cliristinas Specials
V\ hy not make your Christmas Gift Furniture, 
something that last througn the days to come.

Our house is fu ll o f  a p p rop ria te  g ilts for either F athers 
M other, B rother, S ister or Sw eetheart.

Such as Cedar Chests, Chifforobes, Hoosier Cabinets, 
Rockers, Floor Lamps, Rugs, Living Room, Bed 
Room and Dining Room Suits all Specially priced for 
Christmas.

Extra Special on Wall Paper
We have isome 15 or 20 close out Pat-

0

terns of wall paper to be sold at

H A L F  P R I C E

Í

V i

r

Buy your Christmas Gifts at

B A R R O W ’tS
W e give Green Stamps with all cash purchases

I
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THE MERCHANTS WHO ADVEflTISE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS—READ THE ADS
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c THEATRE

m

FRIDAY and SATl'RDAY, Dec. 18-19

Adolph Zukor and Jesse L. Lasky Present 
ZANE GREY’S 

“THE THUNDERING HERD”
With Jack Holt, Lois Wilson. Noah Berr>’ and 

Raymond Hatton
A Recreation of the V\ est of 50 Years Ago with thous

ands of Buffalo in the picture.
Another Paramount Super Special 

— Also—
‘TH E FIGHTING RANGER”

With Jack Daugherty, Eileen SedRwick and AI Wilson, 
World Famous Stunt Flyer

And Educational Comedy— “ DYNAMITE DOGGIE” 
Admission ...................................................  10c, 20c, 40c

MONDAY and TUESDAY, Dec. 21-22
Adolph Zukor and Jesse L. Lasky Present 

“ BEBE DANIELS 
— in—

“ LOVERS IN QUARANTINE”
With Harrison Ford 

A Paramount Picture
With Universal Comedy and News Reel 

Adm ission................................... ...................  10c-20c-30c

WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY, Dec. 23-24
f

Carl Laemmle Pi'esents 
J.\CK HOXIE 

— in—
“TWO FISTED JONES”

Also Educational Comedy—  “ MOVIE MORSELS” 
Adm ission.......................................................  10c-20c-30c

Don’t Forget "THE PONY EXPRESS,” successor to 
the “Covered Wagon” will be shown here Christmas 
Day and the following Saturday.

• • • « « « *  « * •
• SHILOH HAPPENINGS *
* By Mrs. C. W. Seago *

Health of the community is 
ver>- good at this writing.

Had fine attendance at Sun
day School Sunday morning. Al
so a large crowd out Sunday 
evening to organize a B.Y.P.U.

Mr Hardie RutliKlgi.' left la.st 
Friday for tin* Plains to see a- 
bout moving.

Mr. and Mrs. WatLs Jind child
ren were guests of Mr. and rMs. 
E. H. Gray.son Sunday.

Mr. and Mir.. Gordon Howell 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Bud Brown 
Sunday.

Miss Bessie James was a guest 
of Miss Edrie Tiner Sunday.

Mrs. B. L. James and children 
Mr. and Mrs. Lovel Rutledge and 
Mrs. Hardie Rutledge and child
ren visited Mr. and Mrs. M. L. 
James Sunday.

Miss Mollie Hardy was the 
guest of Misses Eulala and Thel

ma Deavers Sunday.
The writer and family, E. H. 

Grayson and family visited Mr. | 
and Mrs. M. L. James Sunday 
evening.

Buster Seago visited Hoyett 
Wat.son Sunday.

Mr. and M**«. Smith and Mr. 
and Mrs. J. D. Womack and 
Noble Womack spent .Sunday 
with Mr. and 31rs. Blankenship 
near ’'Vhite Flat.

Mrs. Dewey Compton retum- 
cd to her home near Cisco last 
'Veilnesday after several days 
here with her j'a”ents Mr. and 
31 rs. T. p. Womack.

'Sir. Marshal X ' ron ’oft Friday 
r ’ght for En.'t Tex a ' where he 
will visit home folks for a while.

There will be no school at 
Goo<lman after Friday until the 
holidays are over.

Sunday school next Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. B.Y.P.U. at 6:30 p.m. 
Evervbodv invited.

The Chrictmas Spirit;
It Can Never Be Cheap

Q H E  worked In what waa conaldartd 
^  a aecond-rata atore In a bl* city. 
To her, thuuKli, the atore waa a beauti
ful one. And when It #aa decorated 
at Chiiatmaa time with Ita tinael and 
(ay  Chrlatinua touchea, ahe tbouKht It 
the moat beautiful place on earth.

She loved the Jewelry that wna aold 
there. Soiiietliiiea aho would hold a 
bit o f  cardboiiril from which hung a 
cheap earring to her ear and would 
think that when ahe got her pay the 
following week she might buy a pair. 
They were certainly becoming and 
would be more so when off the card- 
hoard.

How crowded the atore t>ecame 
around Chrlatnma time. The i>eople 
would look and adiulre and buy. .She 
would be ao buay. It waa aptendld to 
I'c busy, and even to be tired with the 
t'liriatiiiaa ruah. There waa aomethlng 
<a> atlmulating about the (.'briatniaa 
ruah.

There were aeveral floor walkers in 
the atore— an extra one waa added for 
the Chriatmaa aeaaon. True, their 
presence waa not ao inagnifleent at 
tli«‘ floor walkers In the great, expen
sive Stores, but they were grand to 
her. And ahe loved to say, with a 
lieiintirnl manner:

“ Just a moment, madame; I will cull 
the ll<M)r WHiker.”

.Vnd then, thia Christmas, greater 
happiness than ever came to her. A 
miwf wonderful floor walker came as 
aa "extra." hut they said he would be 
t:i!;en on for g<s»d—he was such u 
capnide man.

-And she took him on for good. For 
hadn't they fallen In love with each 
iiher at once?

till, to some the store might seem 
chi.ap. the people In It might .>>cem 
fiinii.v imltatlnna o f the people who 
l,«'b»nged to the very expensive stores. 
Itu! tliere was glorious Chrlstmss hap
piness In that store. For It radiated 
the Christmas spirit. .And the Chrlat- 
uias spirit can never be cheap!— Mary 
fimliam Benner.

i<^ 19?S. W#«t«rn N>wipap#r I’nIOD >

Expensive Presents Do
Not Give Most Pleasure

V |U. AND .MRS. (iORSE were In- 
l Y l  vlted to spend Chiiatma.s wlU) 
Mr. (Jorse's wealthy slater on her farm. 
But we can’t ; we can’t." insisted Mrs.

• iorse. "Our rent has been raised this 
)e:ir, and living Is so dear In town wc 
'annot afford prvsents that even her 
hlldren will enjoy.”

"It ’s us they want, and not our 
gifts,”  rejolne«! Mr. Corse. "You leave 
the presents to me.” 

t*n Cliristmas I»a.v the Corses drove 
ipi to the big white country house In 
'lieir lllvver. Such a welcome as they 
:•» i.cd . Niii an idle nor an eiubarra.ss- 

:ac!inT.t— even for Mrs. tlorse who 
I'.-ic.-ipded so reluctantly the weight of
• iiy poverty. Laughter, music, fun 
prevailed. -\nd after dinner, when the 
-rowti-ups p<s>ked into the nursery to 
■ ee w ’lat the children were doing. Mr. 
Oorso had hU triumph. The cliililren 
had dlsi'urded tlu*lr exiamslve toys.
. Pd sat in a < Ircle on Hie Ihair playing 
iiiii’.strlously with some ten-cent inag 

nets h<> hail brought.
"You know our eblldreii’s lik*»s hat

er itinii we do,”  sahl the charming 
l osiess, as she lead the (iorses bark to 
he living room. “ .And nothing I re- 
•ebed pleases me so much as the 
■o.iks >oii brought me. unles.s It is to 

li.i\e you hero on Cliristmas day.”
I ’.ven .Mrs. Corse knew that her 

v.-ords rang true.— 11. Lucius thaik.
Ivrii. Wt-,iern Newspaptr Union.)

H!S GENEROSITY

* HIGH SCHOOL NOTES •

The advertising committee has 
been working this week among 
the different merchants of the 
town. Several have taken space 
in the Annual. The school ex- 
piects to patronize home folks; 
we expect to have the annual 
printed at home; all of the pho
tographs for the cuts will be 
made b^ the local photographer; 
so we earnestly solicit every 
business firm in town to give us 
an ad if possible for we expect 
to advertise home products. We 
do not expect to solicit any ad
vertising out of town unless the 
home merchants fail to support 
us. We are sure our merchants 
will give us sufficient ads to jus
tify the printing of the Annual.

A half holiday was offered to 
the class in high school which 
was a hundred per cent first in 
subscriptions to the Annual. The 
Juniors and Seniors, at the end 
of the contest, finished so close 
together that the holiday was 
given to both clas.ses. It has

been decided by both classes that 
the holiday would be devoted to 
the Christmas tree and each 
class is planning a merry time.

The prettiest girl was selected 
from the classes Wednesday 
morning. The results were as fol
lows :

Seniors, Thelma Copeland.
Juniors, Delphine Moore. 

Sophomores, Gladys Deutschman
Freshmen, Lois Leslie.
The basket ball squad has been 

greatly strengthened by the en
rollment of Floyd King o f Mor
gan Mills, Texas. The basket 
ball team of this town was the 
most outstanding one in the 
state last year. As this new stu
dent was a member of this team 
last year we are expecting to 
have a good player in our line-up.

School will be dismissed here 
Friday for the Christmas holi
days, and will not re-open until 
January 4th. The teachers will 
attend institute at Abilene next 
week.

METHODIST CHURCH .

We invite you to worship with 
us Sunday at the Methodist 
church. Appropriate Chriatmss 
music and sermon at 11 o’clock. 
A collection will be taken for the 
Methodist Orphanage at the 
close of the service.

At the evening hour a service 
of unusual interest will be con
ducted by the Choir, and an ex
cellent treat is in store for you. 
“ A Chrstimas Cantata,”  the mes
sage in song. W. R. McCarter.

’They're going fast— those 
$14.50 full size 29x4.40 Balloon 
Tires. West’s Accessorj’ Depart
ment.

Mr. J. L. Barker and wife left 
last week for an extended visit 
to friends and relatives in Fan
nin county.

M. P. Latimer o f route five is 
among those renewing this week 
for the Merkel Mail and Abilene 
Reporter.

Renew your subscription to 
the Merkel Mail liefore it expires

K *19, .e •»'.
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I ''Ml- that you arp Rolni; to rIvo 
, (I’ lr iii<iilii>r-ln-lnw an automobile for 
< ’liristinns.’’

'\ f%  but It N iniaranteed not to 
rrn more than half way from her 
’ iiii-̂ e to mine, without hreakiiu: 
'l<»n n.”

Coconut Ball»
Into a satieepan put tlinn* cupful* 

o f arnnulai(*«l *UKar, add two cupful* 
■ old water and boll until *turur «pin» 
thread from tip o f fork dipped Into It. 
Into till« ?*lrup «tir a xo<Ml-«lzcd eo- 
(’«Mimuf. Kratetl— the prepared dry co
conut doe* not aniwer the purpose 
ipiite II« well— take «aucepan at once 
rroin lire and turn content« Into bowl 
or *et «aucepai» where candy will cool 
tpiickly. When cool enough to han
dle make Into ball» with the flnicera, 
roll In powdered >tis»r and wrap In 
waxed pai»ep.

SobKiibe for ths Msrksl lIsO

Pk'^ctical Gifts
Make Your Christmas Gifts Practical

Something that \jtill be enjoyed the year through

OUR
Suggestions
Hand Bag.s 

Hat Boxes 
Mufflers 

Bath Robes 
Ties 

Hose 
Hats

Caps
Underwear

Suits
Overcoats

Sox
Gloves

Sweaters
Lumber Jackets 

Belts 
Collars

Cuff Links 
House Slippers

S U ITS

O V EB G O A TS

ONE OR TWO PANTS IN COL
LEGE S'Ti’ LE OR PLAIN.

IN THE NEW 3IODELS AND 
THE BEST MATERIALS

L A D IE S ’ S P E C IA LS
Just five more shopping days and during this time we 
are offering extra special bargains in Ladies’. Misses 
and Childrens’ Coats and Dresses. Have some extra bar- 
gains in handsome woolens and silks. Come in at once 
our salesmen and salesladies will be pleased to help you 
make your selections.

MAX M E L L IN G E R
“Make Our Store Your Christmas Store”

J
i

/ ,  I
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The

OF TIRES AT THE
Lowest Prices

Phone us when you are out of 
g;as or have a flat tire.

Boney’s Service 
Station

A full line of Humble and 
Mobil oils.

TPLHPHONE 60

F r e e  R .o a d  S e r v ic e

CHILDREN’S VOICES 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

Now It is stall'd that nunlical Only a lew days left in which 
science has lenirtheru'd life 12 to to put off that shopping.
14 years. Somehow it rJHind.s ju.st ]
like those government |•'*p•'rts .Another income tax install
telling how much more money we ment nears, mannng an other- 
have than we had last month. , enjoyable month.

Cidl 61 to place a want ad in' The expensive thing almut a 
the Mail or give us a news item, j car is the pride that makes you 
We appreciate both of them. want a shiny new one each year.

I T WAS tli<‘ ChrlHtaiu» time. Snow- 
Úukfü like M>fl ilowny featiienn 
«e re  ftillln.; over the city, «•o\erlni¡ 

lia dirt and >oot with a htaiiitiful 
hliuiket uf wlUle.

.Men and >\uiiieti were JoatlInK one 
another thrtnii;h the m iwded city 
streets. Smile were lailen with pack- 
«l{es. Some earrieil but a few.

A few were iioorly elatluvl; yet with 
«-aim. satisfied fue«>a. .More were 
p«Mirly I'lolhed, with suii. reatlesa 
fu«-es. ns If they jrrlev«*d for what they 
could not ha\e.

Many wore rl«-h clothing and luxuri
ous furs, and some o f these had calm 
n*»itful fa ces ; hut many were weary as 
if they worried for a i**Mi«-e which 
was not theirs.

.A heitgar sat in a corner selling his 
(lenclls, one by one. Many unheeding; 
the iK'iiclls. ilropio'd a *-oln Into the 
h«)X strapi>ed al>«ut hLs weather-beaten 
ne«-k. Some, not noticing the hecKar, 
pasaed In and out of the i;reat depart
ment sSore.

Miiuy stories o\«t  th<» heitgar's heail 
Christ mus carols had he«>n pealing 
fi>rth all the ufternev'n. The passera- 
hy (*ould not have f;ill<>d to hear them : 
yet If their minds <*r h«-ttrts nes|H>nde<l 
they gave no sign. Ttielr expressions 
change«! not

l*owti throiyrh »he hurrying crnwils 
came a griaii« o f  little girls on t'hrist 
luus Aepping bent, hastening to the 
store e'er which the Christinas chimes 
rang eat. I1**edless o f the ey>nwlng 
thruiif they i«toppe«l to listen and saw 
the iM'ggar

"Let’s hu.T," saiil the blithe little 
leader, aai! they step;»«-«! forward to 
nuri-lia«e h!s wares.

Tl«e ilulleyed creature looked at 
the fresh Tonng faces an«1 spoke:

“ Why «hin t you simr girlies?"
".Ml right, i .e t 's ’"  J«i>-fnlly agree«! 

the gay c!iili!ien.
“The I.ord is cou ie '“ the clear 

young vohs's t«K>k up tlu* old refrain.
Fedestrlans, so long unmindful «>f the 

•hlnes. turmsl nt the »«•tin«! o f the 
ctilMn-n’s viMCfS. Some stopi>ed and 
lls:<>n«‘T • ten««* fa -es re!-ix«>il. softened; 
many -aiilt-il as they went «>n thel.- 
wa.v.

tuher chlldn n Joined the little hand. 
They sang the ohl hymn through: 
th«-n scurrie«! away. Hut those who 
h*d heard and «eon r*-inen)her«Ml. Their 
hearts were I!'ht« nei|; their l«urden^ 
lift*-d; their worries scenie«! passe«! 
away

It wai the cliililren’B voices.
It was a heggar’i  whim.—Florence 

H. Wella.
lili V»Ua.)

i »

P r e -I n v e n t o r y

CASH S A LE
DECEMBER 12TH. TO 24TH. INCLUSIVE

In order to reduce our stock before invoicing, 
we are offering: the following: E X T R E M E L Y  
low prices on g:roceries, for cash only. Prices are 
subject to stock we now have on hand. No g:oods 
delivered at these prices. These are the best pri
ces you have had or will have for many moons, so 
make your purchases early and in large quantities

100 lbs. Bewleys Best Flour, None better,................... $4.70
24 lb. Sack of Cream Meal................................................... 75
100 lbs. Pure Cane Sugar (in 25 lb. sacks).....................6.60
25 lbs Pure Cane Sugar.................................................  1.65
12 cans of No. 2 Tomatoes..............................................  1.15
12 cans of Campbell’s Pork and Beans............................ 1.15
12 cans of Primrose Corn......... .......................................  1.90
l*z eai s of Standard Corn...............................................  1.40
12 cans of Pie Peaches ................................................  1.35
12 cans of Del Monte No. 2 1-2 Sliced Peaches................3.00
12 cans of Del Monte No. 21-2 Melba Halves............. . 3.10
15 lbs. of Pinto Beans............................... ..................... 1.00

Flour and Sugar are on a steady upward move. We could not replace these 
at the prices we are offering them to you. Everything in our Grocery De
partment is cut to the limit.

R em em ber w e are H ead q u arters  for C hristm as Fru its, Can
dies, Nuts, V egetab les and F ruit Cake In gred ien ts.

These Prices are Strictly Cash
Wishing you a merry Christmas and a happy N ew Year

W e s t  C o m p a n y
Snh«rrib#> fnr the Merkel Mtiil

I’ m Listening

LAUGH—BE HAPPY 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

W h a t'«fililí Be?

It is always hard to select some one

Gift For Christmas
W e are submitting a list of appropriate gifts for 

gentlemen, ladies, boys and girls

., 'f* ■■

‘ .'J

-

FOR I.ADIKS

—V'anities
—Toilet Sets »
—Perfumizers
— Perfumes and Toilet 

Water
—Parisian Ivory 
—Stationery 
—Fine Chocolates

—Manicure Rolls 

—Traveling Sets 
—Fountain Pens 
—Everslian» Penci1.s

S n
We are carrying a good line 
of Jewelry, Pearls. Doamond 
Kroaches. Diamond Rings, 
Cuff Links, etc. <'all and 
look our stock over before 
buying.

FOR GENTLE.MEN

—Bill Folds and Pocket 
Book.s

—Flash Lights 

—Pipes
—Cigars and Cigarettes 
—Safety Razors 
—Shaving Sets 
—Combs and Bru,shes 

—Stationery 
—Traveling Sets 
—Fountain Pens 
—Ever.sharp Pencils

Footballs 
Basket Bails 

—Candy
—Fountain Pens 
— E vP T sh arp  Pencils

The above is only a partial 
gifts now on display at

F O R  T H E  B O Y S  A N D  G I R L S
—Stationery 
—Vanities 
—Safety Razors 
—.Manicure Sets

—Parisian Ivory 
—Perfumes and Toilet 

Water
—Perfumizers

list of the many beautiful and useful Christmas 
our store. Come in and make your seleotions early,

Merkel Drug Company

I F IT w*'r<* [>oa«ll>lt*. tlie Uiin«1.ili 
w»il!(l have In-<-n tinhuiiiiy, h««<*ini>-“ 
o f 111«* Ilian.« r,*. iT'CM «>f tha pa««: 

.«war; a i:r««iit lo>s by fl"», ah-kii«“«.'. 
tn o : Hr.il h<»«pltiil hills. .tn«1 iii.nny o( 
tlip iiil»fi>ruin«-s that iiinie In a life 
Mine .s'H'iiic«! Ill hi!V»« ««line to them the 
past .«».ir. To 1 ••‘•p in m  them, ot 
ev»-n to h.ite ll>fem«(l In. wmilil have 
eonvlnct“«! any n-lu.s»- that happiness 
wa« perniealiio; the «erj atnio.splien 
«>f that home.

“ Now. .laine^,” ll«■̂ 'an Mr«. Riini'ril. 
who «Ihin't r««'-onih!i* one who tak«*« 
the "il.iily «io::en" liut p."t«\Pil the say 
ini;, "Laimh an«l the world lau;:hs 
with von." "I hav(> iaticheil at .Marta's 
letter tintll I uni sl«-k. .Kll their money, 
yet she says she «'aii’t have a happy 
f'hrlBtin.'is h«H-ause o f our many re
verses, und that they wouldn't think 
o f havlnj; any one In, and for us not 
to be too lonely. Well, well, that sure
ly Is funny— us not l»e too lonely 
Mrs. Iliindal hurst out InuKhInp' a;;a!n.

"W ell, Hose, quit your lauehin;; and 
read that letter, or tell it to me.”

•“Oh, JuDiea, to think t»f her being 
«• unhappy over our loas when we 
don't even think about It. She always 
sees the ‘Slough of D espond'; no 
wonder she's so skinny. Worrying 
about u s ! Jim, we've never had a 
happier ('hrlstmas. None o f ns has 
died yet; we still have our garage 
ta lire In. Christmas Is Christmas 
whether our poekethtKik he fat or 
lean."

"Yea. Hose, but Christmas doesn’t 
st^ni to he the same to the fat and 
lenn, judging from your laugh and 
.Marta's sadness”

"Sny, Jame«, let’s have them down 
for Christmas and show them what a 
wonderful time (leople can have living 
III their garage. We can put them 
overhead in the servants' quarters— 
hate to make use of It In some way, 
for we may ntwer tie able to afford 
antither maid.”

“ Hup to It, «tear. Yon always do 
tin« priijM-r stunt at the right time. 1 
think we shall en.loy It, as you seem 
to enjoy th«> thouglit o f It.”

Mrs. Kandiil rontlniie«! to Isiigti, 
nn«I IIS .'lartii was leaving, she. t«si 
laughed and sa id : “ Well. I<<is«>, laugh 
Ing Is nilt hing; ha[iplne.sH, too, I su|> 
I>«se. 1 think we shall live In our 
garage next year—not nearly so much 
work, nnd truly— I’ve never had a 
lM*tfer Mine. ,*<urely a Merry Christ
mas we've had and n e  wish for yo'i 
und James —Well, jon'II In* happy and 
think you are pros|>erons whether you 
are or not. s<i all I ran say to you 
good-by.— Kinlly Kurks Adama.

(A. Itil, W*s(«r« Mssrsaapsr Usloa.)

CHRIST.M.VS SHOPPINC the crowds are not so dense.
Due consideration for clerk.s 

and store employes in general, 
and a .selfish interest in the sav
ing of one’s own time and tem
pter Ivespeak for all who have 
gifts to buy the early hours of 

mas buyer. Then the stocks art'; the day.
assorted and in order, the sales-1 ---------------------------
IM*ot)lo fresh and attentive, and

“ It is not yet too late to shop 
early,” was the way a Merkel 
merchant put it today; by which ¡ 
he meant that the early part o f j 
the day is l>est for the Christ-1

Trv a Classified Ad in the Mail
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try  a CUMiiied Ad in The MaU.
r

P O M Y  E Í Í P Í , , . .
THE BEST PICTURE OF THE

YEAR
DEC. 25th & 26th

c T H E  A  T  R  EY
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In Our
Toy
Depart-1 

m enti

V We are making some attractive prices from now until the Xmas season is 

over—So when in town look our toys over before the Xmas rush.

In selecting that Gift for Father, Mother, Brother, and Sister, think of 

Silverware, Dishes, Cutglass, Shotguns, Airguns, Bicycles, Tricycles, and 

many other things too numerous to mention.

Farm Implements
If you are in the market for a Disc Plow, Sulky, Culti vator, or a Planter 

come in and look the John Deere line over before you buy.

We Deliver Anywhere

Í I

A TALK WITH MERKEL MAN

Mr. Meek Tells Something of In
terest to Merkel Folks.

P

had to get up several times at 
night and the secretions were 
piiinful in passage. There was a} 
soreness and dull aching in my j 
back, too. Doan’s Pills from the 

There’s nothing more convinc-1 Hamm Drug Co. fixed my back 
ing than the statement of some-! and kidneys up fine.” 
one you know and have confi-j (-,0c, at all dealers. Foster-Mi!-

 ̂ Co.. Mfrs.. Buffalo. N. Y.w ith Mr. Meek of N. Front st.. I
mighty helpful here

WARREN NOTES 
By Vera Jones

HAPPY GRANDMA—  
AND CHRISTMAS DAY

T n n  faniilr bad juat completed an 
excellcut Chrlatmaa dinner. From 
tint courM to laat, Includinn 

atulTing and “ flxin'a.“ It waa by far 
(ao they all de«'lared) the beat dinner 
ever eaten by anyb<Mjy. They acted 
aa If they knew about every dinner In 
Chrlatendom. But this la a common 
fulling o f those who are happy and 
aatlafled.

Couatna, nepbewa, nieces snd chil
dren sat themselves down on cushions 
In front o f the blaalng flreplacs. 
Mothers and fathers, uncles snd 
aunts found comfortable chairs. 
Grandfather stood filling his pli>efroiD 
a bowl o f tobacco on a stand. Grand
ma. pink and lovely as a flower, fold
ed her hands In her black satin Inp 
and smiled at ever; one.

•*flraiidiiia,” de<-lared a young voice 
that fluted like a blackblrd'a, “ Is the 
most wonderful person In the world. 
Rhe's younger than the youngest of 
us here, and prettier than anyone In 
seven counties. I wish she would 
give us her secret o f youth."

Grandfather was pleased. Why 
shouldn’t he bet He ijanoed proudly 
at bis dainty wife. "I'n tell you why 
she's so young and beautiful," be sa id ; 
"it's because, my children, she's a 
windmill."

"A  windmill I" shouted every one. 
"Just that," said grandfather. “ And 

she's forever turning with tbe Wlnd- 
of-Oc«d-WIII. Rhc rons round so fast 
that she hasn't time to think o f any
thing but pnmplng up kind thoughts 
from the Well o f  Generosity. But 
the best of It In that grandma." here 
grandfather shook a solemn fore
finger at everybody, the cat Included. 
'The beat of It Is, that she Is so built 
that she can’t turn In a bad w ind!"

"W bat do you mean by thatT’ again 
shouted the children.

"I mean," smiled grandfather. In a 
kind o f triumphant manner, “ that aa 
ill wind can no more Influence your 
grandmother than it ran blow sun
shine away from the sun! She won't 
turn an inch In It. But send along 
a fine, strong wind o f Joy— and 
away your grandmother goes a thou
sand revoludona a minute.*’

“ Pshaw!" laughed grandmother, 
“bow you talk !"

But after thinking about It for some 
time, the constna, nephews, nieces, 
children and aunts and uncles agreed 
exactly with grandfather.

"That'a why Christmas Day here Is 
the happiest day of the year!" they 
declared. "Let's ask grandma to teach 
UB all how to turn into the right kind 
o f windm ills!" — Martha Banning 
Thomas.

N*w«pAp«r

Try a Gassified Ad in The Mail
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Cowboys Rodeo
M E R K L E . T E X A S

DECEMBER 24TH. AND 25TH.
2:30 P. M.

One block west of Middleton's Filling Station

(CHRISTMAS 
SALE OF

S H O E S
All the latest styles and leathers in« 
eluded at remarkably low prices.

1

DreBS up in a new pair for Christmas
Out of town customers and mail orders 

given prompt attention

Sapp’ s Bootery
ABILENE, TEXAS

. 1

if

1

should be 
ni Merkel.

Jim Meek, profi. of blacksmith 
shop. N. Front St., Merkel, say.s: 
“ My kidneys acted so often I

There seems to bt' an opinion 
on the i»art of many who invest
ed in recent get-rich-quick sche
mes that they didn’t make it.

t/ N O T I C E
I f  y ou  w a n t a h om e or w a n t to buy  
lan d  for an in vestm en t, I can  sh ow  
y ou  the land y ou  w a n t to see. It is the 
Y e llo w  h ou se  and Spade T>ands local* 
ed near L evellan d  and L ittlefie ld . Free 
tra n sp orta tion , and priced  right. See 
m e if  you  w a n t to  g o  see this land.

T, J, (Tom ) COATS
M erkel, T exa s P hone 2

laiiiiiiiMinaiiitiii'i'iiaiiiuiL. nnMirot mttamtiriMiitaimumwcwuiumioi

GIFTS
FOG
“GI r

Health of the community is 
{rood at present.

?.Ir. ai.d Mrs. Ellis Harris vis
ited her parents of Salt Branch 
community Saturday night.

Mr. and Mrs. C. T. ilcCoi'mick 
visited in Abilene Saturday. \ 

Miss Vela Jones \isited Missj 
Willie Newman Saturday night j 
and Sunday. '

Mi.ss Artie McCormick visited! 
Miss Lottie Cressett Saturday: 
night. j

Mrs. Barbara McCoy visited' 
Mrs. R. L. Newman a while Sat-1 
urday night. •

Some from our community at
tended the tent show in Merkel 
last week.

Miss Helen McCormick visittKl 
^liss Vera Jones Sunday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd ^IcCoy vis
ited his mother Sunday.

Miss Ruth Chancey visited 
Miss Azilene Sumpter Sunday.

iMr. and ^D's. Albert Chriswell 
visited Mr. and Mrs. H. Gres.sett 
Sunday.

Mr. Vineyard and family vis
ited Mr. and Mrs. H. Gressett 
Sunday.

Miss Sena May Chancey visit
ed her {frandparents of Merkel 
Sunday afternoon.

>

: DO YOU KNOW THAT THE AOILENE
 ̂ ARMY STORE HAS FIVE TIMES THE 

STOCK IT HAD ONE YEAR AGO?
t

w  e have the larg'est selection of Army Goods 
and other Merchandise of any Army Store in 
the State of Texas.

Useful Christmas Suggestions 
from Our Store

X-’v

Is your subscription about to 
expire to the Mail. Look at the 
label on this paper and see.

f
“ Everything New that’s good” for Father, Bro
ther and Sweetheart, The kind that will please 
him, “Somethin? different”
Out of town shoppers especially appreciated. You 
will find our service not lacking.
Just 5 more days to do your Christmas shopping. 
Come buy your gifts for “ him” at a man’s store. 

We Specialize
All Parcel Post packages prepaid

M I N G U S - P R I C E
Shoes, Olothiog, Men’s Furnishings 

ABILENE TEXAS

For Father
Army Wool Socks 
il'F; 07.. Army O. D. Wool Sergo 

Shirts
Cashmere Wool Socks (natural 

Color)
Dress Shoes, House Slippers, 
Boottees, Army Overcoats' 
Leather Coats, Sweaters 
Unionsuits, Coleman Lantem.s 
Hats and Caps
Army Wool Pants and Blouses 
Army Wool Gloves 
Leather Gloves, Pocket Knives

1

^ a n t a  C i a t i T l
won’t know where to 
do his shopping un- 
tess you tell him you 
can supply many of 
his needs.
Get wise, Mr. Mer
chant, advertiae in 
thia paper NOW and 
tell him of your stock 
of goods.

For the Boy
The “ Billie BtH>t” uith Pocket 

Knife
“ Original” Chipytewa Bootees, 

sizes 1 to
Dress Shot's, Pocket Knives 
Sweatei's, .Army I,ocker 
Pup Tent.s, Waterproofed Duck 
Boy 5k'out Axe, Pick and Shovel 
Knapsack, Canteens and Mess 
Kits, Belts, etc. DreiW Socks.

FOR MOTHER 
Fancy Beacon Blankets, both 
double and single. Comforts 
“Original”  Chippewa servicable 
Shoes and Boottees for Ladies 
Gasoline Cook and Heating Stove

We have always received a nice business from our Merkel friends which we appreciate, 
and trust you will continue to keep os in Mind while shopping in Abilene.

The Abilene Army Store
w. A

General Merchandise
Harness Shop 1050 South Second

Turnidge., prop
A rm y goods a  special^

Main Store 1064 Sooth ae
ABILENB, TEXAS

J. L i
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The Merkel Mail
Published on Friday Muming by 
ll ie  Merkel Mail Printing Co, 

Tho*. I>urhuni. Kditnr-Mgr.
SI^BSCRIPTION R A T h s”  

In Taylor, Jones. Nolan and 
Fisher Counties, per y r . . . .$1.50 
Outside these counties, yr. $2.00 

IN ADVANCE
TELEPHONE No. 61

Mr. and Mrs. C. P. I.obban and 
children of Wyoming came in 
this week for a visit with Mrs. 
Lobban’s mother, Mrs. \V. F. 
Hainblet, and brother, Mr. Jay 
Greenfield.

New Experience 
for Santa Claus
By W . D. PENNYPACKER

Entered at the postottice at Mer
kel. Texas as second class mail.

YOl R TOWN AND YOU

We are thankful to Mr. E. H. 
Thompstin for the renewal of h is ’ 
subscription to the Mail, to
gether with that of one which he , 
sends to his father in Oklahoma.'

We are thankful to Mr. T, L. 
Stevens, prominent and substan
tial citizen of Trent, for the re
newal of his Merkel Mail, Star- 
Telegram and Abilene Reporter 
lor another year.Your town boosts you. Why

not do as well by the town as i t , ---------------------------
dties by you? No citizen is st)| Claude Derrick, one of the i 
p<.)werful, noive so humide, but well fixc^l citizens of the Noodle |

c*>mnmnity. has our thanks for 
the renewal of his .Merkel Mail < 
and Star-Telegram. ;

what the town is an ;ud to him 
in some way or other.

The food that he eats, the 
clothes he wears, the recreation 
and anm.sement that he enjoys,! The most Sen.sational Tire i 
all originate in the town, liecau.se Bargain in Merkel. West’s Ac-i 
the money with which they are'cessory Department. It
procured is made here. | --------------------------- i

When a fellow lMK>sts his own j (i. M. Byrom and W. C. Hill. I 
town he does not st<»p then.*. iHith influential citizens of the

V

He is performing an act that im-,Golan community, were here one 
proves his own conditibn, for day this week, making renewal.s; 
every good word and every g(K>d | for the Merkel Mail and transact- 
de< d has its elevating influence, mg other busine.ss.

.\ few people are always home* --------------------------
town boosters. They accomplish M,-. and .Mrs. L. B. .'^ott and j 
much in the way of community  ̂son. Rurneal. returned first of 
betterment, and this improves^ the week from a visit to rela- 
tlie condition of not only them- tives at Ferris. Texas, returning 
selv. 9 but nUo of tho;e who do via Fort Worth and Dallas.
nc boosting at all. --------------------------

i f  every citizen -vould consti
tute him.^elf a hvn.e t» ..t  'ooosL-

Mr. B. C. Gaither retiinud 
first of the week from a visit to 
1 => daughter at Tuscola, and left 
V ediie.sday for San Angelo' 
wb.ere he will visit hi.s son. For
rest (inither. who is connectcxi 
with a li;ink in that city.

« i* .the r-suit >>]1 ti\i!y v :;1 i
Ite many tim>'s as groat, and op
portunities for seif 'mttrovemeiit 
'■vonld be more numerous.

Think it over in ymir odd mo
ments. Then get into the hfiost 
wagon and hit the pace. Mrs. Roy .Adams and baby

-------------— -------  daughter are expected home this
— Mr. G. B. Hamilton, of Chick- week from an exU'nded visit 
;'sp.a. Oklahoma, came in last .vith the former’s parents at 
week for a holiday vi.sit with his Post. Texas.
■narents, Mr. and Mrs. J. 0 . Ham-* 
ilton and brother. Mr. Seth Ham
ilton and family.

Your name printed on your 
greeting cards adds individuality

.\PT.\1N and Mr*. 
IMckering pr<Hiilse«l 
to p l a y  Siiiilii 
ClauK. Tlioy lo\i’ d 
to do a llttlo to- 
warda luaklnc tha 
day h r 1 K li t und 
apreadin^ Uie lioll- 
day spirit, t'lirlst- 

inaa after ('brlatmaa they had taken 
some part -If not for the chlldror, 
then l\>r the alck or aKtsl- but always 
some part.

This tltue it was different. They, 
themselvea, nerxoualy awaited the day. 
It was to he unique. They were to 
lielp In a festive ocraston at a state's 
prison. They were to carry eladne'^.s 
and the spirit o f Christnias with them 
and radiate It within four sombre 
atone w a l l s .  It 
seenietl aliiio.st im
possible.

The I’ ickorint's 
were to Iiiiihtsoii- 
ute S a n t a  and 
Mrs. Santa Claus

When the time 
arrlveil and ever,\- 
tlline else WHS in 
readiness .Xtr and 
Mr.-<. .'s.ui'a Claus 
found tl eri> was 
but one «a y  to 
pet Inro the MS- 
.semhly h a l l  to 
ereate the i>roj»»*r 
effect. Tliat w a - 
by rlimhlnp three 
tier» o f fire esi-ape 
Mini e n t e r !  np a
wlii4|ow. Tills was the |iluu chosen as 
filer»' was no dre-.-lnp riMiin in connec
tion with th«' hall and no place whi-re 
.9anta and his party could be detalne-' 
in ciMiifort throughout the first half of 
a leiipthy program without liein.' ob- 
serveil by all.

To climb Ihre** stories of tire es.-ape 
on a wlijfi'r's nlcht with ever so small 
a bundle is dillh'iilt enouph, hut to 
as-end the cold .run stairway each 
with a larpe basket or hup tilled wltli 
oruii-cs and rand\. und to have to re
plenish their supply throuph this same 
»lanperous way was almost more than ! 
flag  hurpuilied for or were, inde«sl, 
able to do. It was work, and Captain 
and .Mrs. rickerlnp never denltsl It. j

Wheti Santa i>ok«»»l h!s hewhfskcr»Hl 
head throiipli the window und drapped 
hla Itiniberinp htindio after him there 
was a hum o f suppressed voices, and 
a marked Increase In noise and mer
riment when Mrs. Santa appearivl.

All the time they were distrlbiitinp

Holiday 
Grocer
ies that 
Brins a 

Smile
► <

t
It's customary and natural with all industrious house 
wives that on Xmas, day they serve the best and most 
delicious dinner of the year.
He ’ ce, to m eet their every  need for th is ann u al h a p p y  occa s ion  
w o have on hand a la rg e  and com plete  stock  o f  the H ighest 
Class fan cy  g rocer ies  that the m arket affords.

For m aking  y ou r cakes, w e have the fiuest flou r and in g red i
ents. Our line o f fru its, nuts, candies etc. is the largest in to w n

But the best o f all is, y ou  can  find the p r ice  righ t the y ea r  
’round.

enald &  Colíum
Kent Street

:
t
X
X
!
♦

X
!
X \

/

G i f t s  F o r  E v e r y h o d y
What to give i.» the prolylem of the day. .\ problem that turn.9 into pleasure as soon as 
you enter this Christmas .store. You can’t help but catch the Yuletide spirit. It per
meates ever}- nook and corner. Every turn o f the head reveals a gift solution, and every 
ticket a price that helps to make your gift money go far.

à Æ  -I ^
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.SPECIAL IN 
DRE.SSES

(iotyd News for the 
Gift-Givers

No smitiTer dros.se.̂  
than these can you 
expect to find. Each 
one IS peerles.s in 
style authority. Fa
brics include all that 
is newest in all 
colors. Values up to 
$.3.5.00 Sale—

$22.75

Values up to $39.50 
Sale 

$.T3.7.5

V’alues up to $49..50 
Sale 

«I2..50

< HRISTMAS SALE GI OVES

Fine quality French Kid Gloves 
with fancy cuffs in light and 
fi xrk combinations of tan, brown 
black and grey. Our regular price 
is S-̂ .-̂ VO.

SALE PRICE $1.95 PAIR

SPECIAL SALK of 
W OOLENS and SILKS

—One Lot Wixilens. value up to 
'■*2.50 in checks, stri{>es and 
plaids. Sale—

59c YARD
51-inch Flanncl.s in rose, red, tan, 
green, cuckoo in solid as well as 
bordered patterns, value up to 
$5.95 yard. Sale—

$2.45 YARD
— All Wool Balbriggan, 54-in. all 
wool Balbriggan, all colors, $2.50 
grade. Sale—

$1.79 Y.VRD
54-in. Clarmeen in tan, black, 
rust, and pansy shades. Value 
to $4.95. Sale—

$.3.50 YARD

1

( HRISTMAS SALE COATS

Croats with large Fur Collars and 
cuffs fashioned of rich piled fab
rics. lined throughout and warm
ly interlined. Values to $25 Sale

_ $ 1 8.7.5—
Values up to $35.00, Sale 

— $25.00—
Values up to $49..50, .Sale 

— $.33.7.5—

iiiiti m ill iTi.'.v wrrâ~ h»*aI**i;.M 
bv iinrstiiin» I rom ihp orowil. and r»*- 
l.lio.l with lia miirh aplrit and ¡.Tilotjr 
na III«' I'lao** .ind th»» »»onditton o f th»» 
n.̂ ísi-MiiU-il iimllpni'»» w«»uld iillow. It 
»  blit fair III say that Santa und Mra. 
Santa huth onjoyi-d their visit to that 
iinii^jiil (liare, und tliat th*‘y llnser»d 
loiisrr thnn their iiaiial riiatoni on 
holiday vi-»lts.

<’briefmas Is always ii day o f Joyfnl 
lnt»n»sf. and Santa was ¡;lad to Inntt 
i»«|HHrvly Into Ihe fai’es »>f the many 
itatliered in that halt that niphf. In 
fliil»-^"*' the riouds and mists o f rl.*- 
r'ltai-l, m es that < n;,ull'ed them his 
vb,lt di’ r:n;; il i ' holida.v siMison 
si'*.;i.im| to have to'.irhed a rhord that 
wiis w-Ii'.i:ii<- til th" nieiaory o f enrli.
I unnl a es m first hard, softened 
"  'th **e- r«' i|!<-'-tlrns o f happier j’ear.s. 
n.'i he- i-atiie into eyes that hes; o ’.;e 
•ill that U u'eod. and nmhitlons, an'l 
I'lihie Iteirri-ts. and remorse, and sar- 
I'lws tIi*Te were any— were this 
■ I-ry s'.\iilhi -I'd 11(1 In flie more senil-

* .alertai and ro
m a n 11 c  myths 
about Chrl.stinas.

rt ' ' .ixN Wl|« mémorable day for 
it. 11 • A.iVàiina M r a n d  M r «.

I*lckerlng. T h e y  
had Kiven a little 
o f themselvea is 
their d e s i r e  to 
•heer others, and 
In doinft so the 
'himea o f Riad- 
aess were started 
with renewed vltt- 
or In their hearts. 
They had l»»nmed 
soiiiethinft. t o o .  
They were wiser. 
They h»»rame ron- 
srlous that there 

no sod HO dark that it will not re- 
-isiiid proaqitly to the antisblne and 
irliidni .ss o f Chrlstinaa. The almost 
b.i';atit:ini'oiis clianp» In the esim's- 
ions of laiiiiy fii<'i»a was entln ’ly con- 

iir<»!n-. t ’ lirlstmns hnd come, and 
:.':.iin it had Impressed the old, <dil 
ii.t-r-s-.i'e o f peace and liood will to men 

When the I’ lrkerlnpi went hnrk tu 
ilii’ ir ov, n comfortnhle home that nljrlit 
nn'l sat In front »if a web'oine log fire 
ti ry were conscious of wishing that 
till-: gi-'M| s|ilrit o f Christinas iiilght
II St tbro'ishotif the entire year. It 
i!o<i-n’t. o f »•ourse, for human natnr». 
wld he hiiiauii nature while the world 
irirts. .‘.nil they felt grateful for the 
•-I nse o f goisl will which it hnd 
l-roiichf them, and hopeful that It 
might linger with them for many 
wis'ks. at leaat.

As for the scorea o f tM»riN)ns wh»i 
that day had s<»ea their tlrirt Santa 
tffaua alnce their happy childhood 
iaya in the old home, there can be 
no quentlon but that their hard, on- 
ruaponalre feellnita were temporarily 
awallowed op la the more teader, hu- 
in u la la c  atralna of the abepherds' 
lyiba t

il0n.tm.íÍÉá

\(/
V»/
\(/
\t/
S»/
if/

SI/

• ^

MOLINE
D I S C

PLOW S
Cost a trifle more to start 

with but cost far less to ope
rate.

We can furnish you names 
of hundreds of farmers in 
Taylor, Jones and, surround
ing counties who have used 
their Moline Plows for 20  
years and are still doing 
good work with them.

Terms, either cash, half 
cash, or’all on next Fall 
time.

%
Your credit is good here

%

Ed. S . Hughes Co.
V.

A M U N C ,  T E X A S
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FOR SALE

I have 195 acres of land to rent 
if you want to buy teams to cul
tivate it. Will back you for teams 
tools and hamess if you have 
money to buy your feed and 
groceries and force sufficient to 
handle this much land. G. M. 
Byrom, Trent, Texas. tf

FOR SALE or Trade— Good six- 
room house in Merkel. W'ould 
take good Ford car and four 
good mules as part payment. See 
C. M. Pogue or G. \V. Boyce. Up

(lOOD bundle Maize and Cane

$10.00 REWARD— For two big 
black hogs strayed from my 
place la.st week. Notify John S. 
Hughes. It

for sale. See W. L. Diltz. t f

CORN, Com— Have good Ear 
Com for sale. J. M. Garrett. Up

STRAYED— A dark brown cow 
witli I'.ciT.c. Left my home in 
Merkel Thursday of la.st week. 
Notify Patterson Brothers. It

FOR SALE— Good gentle milk 
cow. See Holland Teaff. Up

REMOVAL SALE]— Army Goods 
and new overcoats, fine Dining 
Room Suits, Church Organ, No.

Oliver Typew'riter, Hoosier 
Cabinets, reconditioned Perfect- 

r ion Oil Stoves, like new. CITY 
^JRNITURE CO. 18t2p

iV)R SALE— First year Kasch, 
Cliett and Mebane Cotton Seed, 
well matured, grown in Sweet
water creek bottom, making one 
half bale per acre. Price $1.50 
per bushel at barn. G. M. Byrom, 
Trent, Texas, route 2. tf

' FOR SALE— Some good Kasch 
, Cotton Seed, recleaned. Gives ex- 
I tra good turn out, at $1.50 per 
bushel. G. L. Shuff, Merkel, 
route five. I tp .

WANTED— A few more milk 
and ’ itter customers. Let me 
dress your Xnuis turkey or 
chicken. Phone 219. Itp

You can’t beat a Lumber Jack 
for an Xmas Gift. L. H. Howard 
Company. It

FOR SALE— 160 acres of land | 
part of it sandy, 3b<) miles north 
west of Merkel, $35 per acre. 
See R. E. Cole, Merkel, Texas. 
Box 191. Itp

Only $11.50! A full size 
29x4.10 Balloon tire at Wests’ 
Accessory Department, of course

MILK— Have both sweet and 
sour milk for sale. Call at R. A. 
Hill’s home at the south end of 
Ash street. Up

FOR SALE]— Throe small famis, 
close to Merkel. Can give pos
session. See J. A. Jaynes. lU2p

FOR SALE— About 4000 bun
dles of Cane and Maize. Pric^xi 
right. P. E. Rai)e, lt|> miles
southeast of Merkel. Up

MAIZE, Maize, for sale. See Hol
lis Haynes or Dent Gibson, 
Merkel, Texas. lU2p

FOR RENT

FOR SALE]— What’s the use to 
drive all over the countrj' look
ing for something when you can 
come to my office and I can tell 
you o f 30 or 40 places I can sell 
you worth the money. I have 
them in lots o f from 15 acres to 
tVIO acres. Have .some of the very 
l)cst farms and have land as low 
as $15 per acre. Why not make 
your wife and children a home 
for a Christmas present. I have 
them that I can deliver on Janu
ary 1. I am not a knocker; I 
strictly attend to my own busi- 

-"^ess and guarantee you a square 
Beal and always try to get a bar
gain and the seller pays the com
mission, .so if you want to buy 
or sell see me. Yours for busi
ness. E. D. COATS. It

I FOR RENT— Four-room hou.se 
three miles west of Merkel ouj 

¡highway. Good place for tourist | 
park. See S. F. Ilaynes. Itpj

^OR RENT— 1.50 acres of bot-. 
tom land. See C. A. Duncan,] 
Trent, route two. 18t2

I.O.ST AND FOUND

STRAYED—2 bay horses, last 
Thursday night, from my place. 
3 miles south of Trent. Shod all 
round, will weigh about 12.50 
each. Will pay liberal reward. W. 
E. Watkins, Trent, Texas. lU2pi

Christinas Season Time
to Make New Friends

THF; rar Ntop|ip<l. It hud l>eei] 
pusnInK tliroiiftli a poor locallty 

that ('brlstmas luornliiK.
“ Where are all thes«. old v/omen 

hurrylm;?” the Indy uaked o f one o f 
the old uonieii liolildin!; al»ri);.

“ Bet man is burted. an’ we’re
Roln’ to help what we can. munì.”

“ Sii many?"
“ Oh. I’ ll cle.in the windy, likely, an’ 

.Ten, yonder, who's a s«(id (VMik, will 
{ret dinner. Soaie’ll do one thlii!:. an’ 
Koine another. We'll all help, so Bel 
can he with her iiiiin. We like to be 
nelchhorly.’’

The lady drove on. hut stopiied ut 
a ( ’hrlstiiiiis store.

Slie had lived next door to her 
nel^'hbor for three years, and had 
never nodded nr railed. Surli thiiijrs 
were roinmon in their sets.

But now the ear stopped, and the 
Indy went to the liou.se and iiitr<«liired 
herself, and beuye.! to I'ome In later 
and see the cldbli'en (dayill); about the 
i nristnias tree. •

They parted with warmly clasped 
hands. They were to he pood friends 
It hud just come nhoiit.

The footman bud taken an armfu 
of bundles round to the side iloor.— 
l'rank Herbert Sweet.

«(3̂. IftS. W*sr*m N«wftp«̂ r UnloB.)

REMOVAL SALE— 1 will move| 
this store one block west Jan 1,1 
1926. 50 Oil, Wood and Coal 
stov<£?s, new and used. 40 Over
coats for less. CITY FURNI
TURE Co. 18t2p

7 i Remember IT
That «Tery added mk- 
serfter kelps to make tkis 
wnerke?*' '  ••reryW-’v

I  ;

Suggestions 

for M en’s Gifts

GIFTS THAT MEN WILL APPRECIATE
Among: the many Gift Suggfestions that we can 
offer you in our Men’s Department are—

-.Manhattan Shirt.s 
-Manhattan 1’ajama.s 
-Cadet Office Jackets 
-Hole-Proof Hosiery 
-Hickok Belts

Stet.son Hats 
— Hansen (iloves 
—Cadet Swejiters 
— Comfy House Shoes 
— Hickok Beltograms

Nationally known brands o f  .standard quality merchandi.se in smart styks that every man 
will appreciate. We have scores of other no vclty items that you holiday shoppers will 
find very appropriate and convenient to he ip you fill out your Christmas Il.st of gift.s* 
Ample salcsfbi’cc to serve you promptly and satisfactorily.

Minter Dry Goods Company
“ Abilene’s Progressive Store”

Abilene Texa^
a  ............ .........

Yuletide
Greetings

Christmas is here again and 
it’ s time to think of presents. 
Whether its for Dad, M oth
er or anyone of the family, 
we have something that is 
appropriate for their gift.Furni 
turc or house furnishings 
make the most useful as well 
as the most lasting gifts. 
W hy not come in and in
spect our complete stock of 
Furniture, Rugs and other 
well chosen pieces for the 
home.

J .  T .  D M S E I A  CO .
Furniture and Oil Stoves ■ Ì

k

Then and Now
The old-fasbioned hoy who uned I t  

get an apple, an orange, a handful 
mixed nuts, a dlroe’ ii worth o f powtMr 
and shot or a new pair of home-kalt 
aockH for rhrlKttuBK now has a gran^ 
son who must have a new car. a dlO> 
iiiond rins. und a che<-k. Times changl^

Mrs. Sidney Coats is spending | Small car owTiers! $17.75 wOl 
the holidays with her parents in , buy a full size 29x4.40 Balloon
Cleburne, and will be joined by 
Mr. Coats next week.

Tire with tube at West’s Acces
sory Department.

SEASONABLE WILDNESS

Shfe— I know a place nearby where 
the mistletoe trrows wild.

He— Lead me there. HI grow wtld. 
ti>o.

SC
Everybody’s Tree Is

the Community Tree

C IIUIST.M.VS meiins so much that 
one «lay «•aiiiiot contain It. It be- 

irins altoiit r>ec«*inber 1 an«l «HMitlnnes 
until New Vear’s I*ay crowds It out. 
Forests o f evercreen lr«w-« move Into 
town In advance. Burdened express- 
ti'en* und ««verbKiiled iHistmen serve 
Santa tXiius as heniMs. ami the thle 
of joyful excitement rl.ses hlcher an«l 
hlv'her until It foams about the roots 
of the KparkllnB and Ix'autiful com
munity Christmas tree.

It was a Klorinns tre*' Inst year. 
The moon l«Hvke«l down from a pem>e- 
fa! sky. The sln;:<*rs flllesl the sir 
with sweet sounds. The jveopU' whr. 
crowded about were from every land 
Thev all translate<l the carols Into 
llie*r imn toniru»*s and iiiaile them 
bring hack the glatiness «»f i>ast days. 
.All natfons and all d<‘Dominati«M)s 
were for a moment uniQed us they 
stoo€l in front o f the courthouse and 
looked up past the summit o f the tree 
that stootl for all and sow the flag of 
America ahining In the apotllght and 
atreaming in the tree air of onr great 
democracy. The tree that grows en 
ABMTlcan toll la Krerybody'a Tran It 
ahedi ita ligM aa«l Its gift o f  Ilbartg 
open as all.—Christopher Q. HaanrA.

(A ISIS. Neweseaw Paise.l
\

F I S H E R ’S
“ The H ouse o f  T w en ty  Y ears S erv ice”

Tizh^rz is a “Glit House” of new and beautiful things 
that will br‘ -'  ̂ v. .i:::! gratification to the giver and the 
recipient. Their charm lies not in expensiveness, but 
in the fact that they are busting gifts. Always de
lightful, useful and o f got»d taste.

This “ store” solves the problem of how to give all 
the things you want without spending beyond your 
means.

Ladies’ W rist W atch

in all the new shapes and sizes in white gold

%

Í

$12.80 to $66.00

Blue White Diamonds
Blue white Diamonds of Exquisite Beauty 
Mounted in white gold.

$18 to $760.00

Gentleman’s Pocket 
Watch

In White or Green Gold. Elgin and Waltham 
— $12..50 to $6.5.00—

BAR PINS
,In Platinum and White Gold. 

— $1,5.00 to $100.00—

I
i

. -  • 
♦

•■if
■J

W. c. F I S E R
JEWELER ft OPTOMETRIST 

TIm Old ReUaMe
9S2 S. First St., Phone 1190 Abilcae, T

j 1 Jtb
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A TREMENDOUS PRICE i

REDUCTION

OnJJanuary seventh nineteen twenty-six Dodge Brothers, Incorporated, 
will announce a tremendous reduction in the prices of their complete line of 
motor cars. ,

/

!
)

\

M

These reductions will apply on all cars bought after midnight, December 
Fifteenth nineteen twenty-five

When the new prices are made known on January seventh, the full amount 
of thejreduction will be immediately refunded to all purchasers since De
cember fifteenth.

These revolutionary reductions are made possible by a recently completed ten 
million dollar expansion prog^ram—^new buildingfs and equipment that will near
ly double the capacity of Dodgfe Brothers factories in nineteen twenty-six.

There is no change in the policy upon which Dodge Brothers established their 
leadership eleven years ago— the policy of constant improvement without 
yearly models.

MERKEL GARAGE
ROSS PERRIER

Frontystreet
H. L. PROPST

Telephone 123
Merkel, Texas

* 'j
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THE MERKEL MAIL

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
Pan g -  
burns 
gift box 
Choco
lates 
with 
Christ
mas 
motto 
makes a 
delight
ful gift

for Mother, Sister or Sweetheart

Gijt Suggestions from Gift
H E A D Q U A R T E R S

Pearls Make a Î a.stinK a»u an 

I Appropriate (iift '

We have a Dandy 
Assortment of ('lock 
Sets and Clocks.

'  FOR MEN

Gents Watches 
Smoker Sets 
Gents Traveling Kit 
Bill Folds 
Watch Chains 
Emblem Knives 
Emblem Rings 
Cigars 
Pipes

FOR WOMEN

('andle Sticks 
Stationery 
Ivory Sets 
Kodaks 
Kodak Albums 
Console Sets 
Perfumizers 
Manicure Rolls 
Toilet Sets

A Beautiful Selection of Conti

nental Plate Silver to Select from

A FOUNTAIN PEN is a Gift for 
every member o f the family. 
Each one can use these articles, 
and the Giver is Remembered for 
years. Parker Pen and Pencil 
Sets. Conklin Pen and Pencil Sets

We Can Certainly 
Please You with a 
Wrist Watch for our 

^  line is complete.

D olls o f  a ll D escrip tions 
A nd the P rice  is R igh t

W e exten d  to you  a w ish  
for  a v ery  M erry X m as.

Our Doll and Toy Department 
Is Santa’s Headquarters

SPECIALS ON DOLLS 
COME IN ANO SEE THEM

GRIMES-SMITH DRUG CO
T oys Real Boys Enjoy

A n yth in g  in gifts for 
the Ki(ldies

Christmas Greetings, from 
Patterson Brothers Market, the 
place where you get Green Dis
count Stamps and Good Old Tuff 
Meats. We have bought some es- 

^^pecially good meats for Christ
m as eats. They will be on dis
play in our case for you to see.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year we 
remain at your service. Patter
son Brothers Market. Don’t fail 
to call for your Green Stamps.

Your name printed on your 
greeting cards adds individuality

/

HENS
Fo r Buckner O rp h a n 's Home

Bring them to Mr. Joe 
Harris’ Poultry House 
Saturday. Let’s give them 
one chicken dinner. It will 
take]125 hens. How many 
will you bring?

CHRISTMAS MORNING  
— THE MAGIC PILLOW

Senior B.Y.P.U. Program

□

1

Notice to the Public
Beginning with the first o f the year 1926 we will 

only do a “ FIRST TO FIRST” business. All bills 
will be due on the first of each month. As gasoline 
and tires have gone so high and it takes so much 
money to run a credit business, we will hereafter just 
do a “ FIR.ST TO FIRST” business.

Now we want to treat you right but we can not 
carry you but one month at a time.

Hoping you will do business with us on our new 
plan, and we thank you for the past business you have 
given us, and hope you will have

A MERRY CHRI.STMAS AND 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

T HK serene, hushed silence o f  the 
ho.spiiRi M'a» o f utmost oontrast 
to tlie turhulent, rushing, noisy. 

JnstliDi; crowds ellmwlng their way 
niong the well-tilled thoroughfare. 
The comfortable, even tenii>erature of 
the houidtul contraste<l singularly with 
the lilustering. crlsj), wintry, typically 
ChrUtiiia.s weather outside.

The silence o f this huge, white build
ing was hmken now and then by the 
aoft tliougli swift fiH)tfaIls of three 
or four buay young men. The pa
tients In the free ward who were well 
enough, wondered wimt It nil meant. 
Two yotitliH in particular were inter- 
este<l in the colls o f wire and doings 
o f these men. They secretly hoped 
that they tnlght he up and hustling 
atxuit. .shortly, ns these lads were. It 
la not strange tiuit two noriuul boys 
would b«' Interested In being up and 
busy with ei-|s|i t'hristtnas air and 
Inspirations Ihmting about. A free 
wnrd is a hit dull.

Hill o«'ciipled the last cot In the 
south end of the room, and Jack was 
oil the cot lit Hill's left. The next 
inoniing, riiristiniis morning,  ̂Hill 
woke, ll.stened a moment, then ning 
for the floor iuir.se. In Ids excitement 
he ronstHl Jack.

“ Jack, lire we alive? I hear bells, 
chimes, singing.”

‘‘ Well, I heard It, too. when I had 
my head on the pillow, hut now that 
I have lilted my head up, I don’t hear 
It."

The nurse iwrlTed. beaming with 
amties. When «luestioned by the ex
cited boya, she nnswererl, “The boys in 
the radio clnas at the high school In 
hack o f us here, thought they would 
surprise you, and I guess they did. 
The head phones workeil tine. Perhaps 
you would like to talk to those boys 
who Installed your set. They are 
tuning in. I will get them."

Jack and Rill could not roDtaln 
themselves. “ A radio, how wonder- 
ftil! The days won’t be half so long." 
— Kleanor E. King.

(dd. Weal«ra N«w«p«p«r Union.)

Subject: “ The Church, the 
world’s hope.”

Leader, Mrs. Warren Smith. 
Introduction by leader.
Part 1. “ A world stuped in 

sin,”  by Helen Booth.

Part 2. “ Paul writes of the 
world’s need," by Delbert Polly.

Part 3. ‘Is America Christian?’ 
Sub-head 1 and 2 by Nell Swann.

Part 4. “ Sub-head 3 and 4,” by 
Flossie Campbell.

Part 3. “ Sub-head 5.”  by Yates 
Brown.

'The B.Y.P.U. will not advance

I without your cooperation, so 
! come and help us put our B.Y.
P.U. where it should be. Some 

: one reminded us that the devil 
¡would down us if he could but 
I we as Christians are not going' 
, to let this happen. Are you will- 
1 ing to help us in this fight?

Mules! Mules!
Two Cars!-!

At Auction

MERKEL TEXAS

CHRISTMAS

A STORY In fw(» partn. The 
birth o f  a Hube, heralded 

by nngeld. and the wonderful 
light from a atiir; The career of 
a Man whoac life radiated love 
and good will.

With the Hiibe Hod cnine to 
earth. In the .Man Ite walke«! 
and communed with men. In 
lioth, the ]>Hine and huiiiun an- 
heautifiilly Interwoven into the 
love which t'hrUtmuM perfMini- 
tle*«.

I..et n» aemie the light above 
the manger and feid the warmth 
o f the love which has hallowed 
the day alnee flrat the angela 
brought their uniiaual meaaage.

May Chrlatmaa bring you )oy. 
— VV. D. Penny-packer.<4̂  lltA. N«vr«pap*r UhHmi.)

M ER K EL, TE X A S
W ill sell at auction 2 car load broke mules, these are ail 

Texas mules right out of harness» age, 3  to 6 years old, 15 to 
16 hand high, these mules will be here from now until sale.

Whether you want to buy mules or not don’t miss this 
sale. Each mule will be guaranteed as represented.

If xou want good mules h\xy hom e raised  
mules.

4

-i

ri «Sale W ill Start 5at.
at 1;30 P.

. 1 9 . 1925

3

Billingsly & Jones
COL. F . Ó. WHITE, AHCTIONEER

;r-A ^
• ^
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T H E  R I G H T  
COLD W EATHER OIL

^ h e  co rre c t  lu b rica tion  for  y o u r  m otor  in co ld  w eath er 
is o f  m ore  im p orta n ce  than  in  w a rm  w eath er. U pon 

the ch o ice  o f  oils depends the life  o f  y o u r  m otor. E n joy  
sale and “ trou b le  tree” w in ter  d r iv in g  by  using the co r 
rect w in te r  grade o f  G ARG O YLE M OBILOIL

54 m akes and 365 m odels o f  cars requ ire  a 
w in ter  oil. Do y ou  have one o f  them ? 

The M obiloil ch a rt recom m en d s M OBILOIL “ £ ” for F ords 
ARTIC  for m ost o th er m akes.

M OBILOIL

Both flow freely at ZERO 
And we have ANTI-FREEZ for your radiator

'" ■ ^ [N D I A  ‘
BALLOON TIRES

W e h ave secured  ,the exclu sive  a gen cy  in  M erkel for

The India Tires
H ave you  seen  these tires? This is a rea l tire  and is 
back ed  by  a guarantee. As w e are g o in g  to  have a b ig  
stock  o f  these tires a lter the 1st., w e  are o ffer in g  som e

Special Prices on Other Brands
to  m ake room  for these new  tires.

Every Christinas Fair
and Happy for Swinton

SAVES PENNIES FOR >

IT WAS an uiiumuuI C'lirlMtinaii; Na
ture hud iniide It au. The ruRebudx 

were Mill liumtlnK Into hlooin; the 
Muiiuhlne wuu broudcuutliiK far niid 
neur; u wurtiith that iloeHii't u«uall> 
ountltiue wuu over the land ; hut one 
tire WU8 nee<led and that the ('hrlstiniia 
blaue, to kindle in the hearts uf the 
rold and seltish the wiinnth and sun
shine whic'ti (ind had settled over the 
land anti Intended for every heart.

Abe Swinton eunte from his shanty, 
yawned and looked around. Old 
Scrooge hiiimelf couldn't hold a candle 
to Abe. who was selllsh and stingy to 
the bone. The chimes o f  the First 
church were pealliig forth ‘ ‘Merry 
Christmas. Merry Christmas! Merry 
Christmas to all !'* The hoys and girls 
were playing In the street and shouted 
to Ahe: "A  Christmas uf suiiKhine
and flowers, we bring you today. We 
hope you'll enjoy them and your 
grouch will |«Hs away.”

Abe went into his hut and muttered 
to him self; he felt chilly hut couldn’t 
venture out again. He took from hid
ing a bug o f shining gold—lie felt of 
It, started to put It back, but Instead 
took it to the Provident associstlun. 
“ Use this he said, fur the poor. This 
Is the best Christmas I ever had and 
I feel hnppy. It's because the sun 
shines so wanu, I supisise; never an
other like it, to me at least.”

The sunshine continued and ever)' 
Christmas was fair and happy and 
Joyoua.— Emily Burk a Adama.
I (0. IStt, W«M*rn N*w«pap,r Uiiloa.)

CAPITAL C H R IS T M A ^

72
caU V  ,

“M us. IIL'LI. haa a capital

A GOOD SUBSTITUTE
NO

MORJE XMAS
Good chelr

IS THAT so? 
WELL LET 

ME INTRODUCE 
YOO TO-

Everybody’s Garage
“A Fair Deal Guaranteed”

o f saving and giving Chi 
mus capital whh-h she 

her ‘fancy fund,* because she uses it 
exactly as she wishes, wllh no drawing 
on the regular family income," Mra. 
Uoss exclainieil enthusiastically to her 
friends at an aftenxHin tea.

“ 'rhe day after Chrlsttniis Mrs. Hull 
begins saving pennies that come intcs 
her hands tliruugh the year. She 
places them in a toy hank and uddv 
six per cent interest at the end o f 
the year. If she has saved ten dol
lars In iienuies she adds sixty cents, 
which she says pays (tostage on her 
Christmas parcels. .She always haa a 
fund for Christiiias, for she has never 
acquired the ‘penny habit o f giving* to- 
church activities. Last year .she dl- 
vldeil the ’ fancy fund’ among har 
nieces and nephewa, with Instriictluna 
that the small uiiinunt was to be 
placed In saving and to he uddel to, 
or used ns «-iipltnl to «■ompile m ore 
capital. The results were intereating, 
for each re<‘iplcnt must always kc 
that uniount in re.serve for a fu ll 
savings account.

“ Once Mrs. Hull purchased sC 
and bulbs anil dlstrlhuted them where- 
they would be appreiduteil; once she 
subscribed for  iimgacines which ro
tated among a large number o f read
ers, some In public Institutlona. An
other time she ordered toys, game» 
and books fur a children's hom e; an
other year she procured dozens o f  
small dolls, with remnants for elothea, 
to send to a needy mlasloii school. 
Once she sent hundreds o f greeting 
cards, and once scores o f inspiring 
mottoes to places where such things 
are seldom seen. Her mother on* 
year rei’eiveil a fresh bouquet or a plant 
every few weeks during the year. This 
year her husband, wlio promised her 
his |>ennies. has a<lded to her ’ fancy 
fund.’ She has over twelve dollar* 
with the interest, and she has figured 
she may spend twenty-five cents each 
week during the year In making some
one happie*—ttfty-two weeks o f send
ing Christ mas cheer! As ideas and 
o(>iH>rtunltles present themselves each 
week she will use the fund. The flrat 
we<‘k she invited a homesick college 
hoy Into her home to sp«>nd the week
end.

“ It seems to me that Mrs. Hull la 
accumulating more than cold capital 
In her penn.v plan. She is eatahllsb- 
Ing a ‘hank of blessings' with unlimited 
Yesenre funds o f love,’ which com 
pounds Interest at a rapid rate and 
pays one hundre<l per rent.”

“ Dlvlnellke dividends.”  Mra. I>elgb 
answered softly.—tSertrtldie Walton.

I

i

Call 61 to place a want ad m 
the Mail or Rive us a news item.

T\
Only a few davs left in whic5 

to Tint o ff that shonninR.

Junior League H.WE You LOST ANYTHING?

The Junior LeaRue of the J 
Methodist church met on last 
Sunday afternoon and elected 
the followinR officers:

President, Nell Durham: vice- 
president. Florene Rider; Secre
tary, ImoRene Middleton: Treas
urer. Roy Roljins: Press Report
er, Billie Robins: .^Rent, Odell 
Hunter.

On .Sunday afternoon, Dw. 20, 
at five o’cloeV the followinR 
Christmas proRram will be Riven

SonR, “ Joy to the World.”
Pra> er. Mrs. McCarter.
Scripture readinR; Comment 

Playlet.
.Jane. Zelda Belle Miller.
The Spirit of Christmas. Imo-j 

Rene Middleton.
Poem. “ Tlie Oi-phan Girl,”  by 

Thelma Patterson.
Sentence prayers. Benediction.

A man lost a nice travelinR 
handbaR in the city of Merkel. 
He made his trip to California 
and retum, and then placed an 
advertisement in the Merkel Mail 
for the handbaR. It wa.s return
ed the next day after the paper 
Was printed. A lady lo.st a fine 
Rold wrist watch, a present very 
dear to her. She advertised in 
the Merkel Mail for the watch. 
offerinR .$10.00 reward. A man 
brouRht the watch and received 
the $10.00. The advertisement 
in each case only cost about 2.'>c.

Christian Endeavor ProRram

lA*ader. Helen Compton.
Topic: “ Why is Christmas a 

time of joy?”
Scripture readinR: Matt. 1:18- 

2-3; II Cor. 9:1.5. 
j Talk by leader, 
j SonR, “ He Came upon the 
I Midnight clear.” Clippings.
! Questions. Song, “ Silent night 
Holy Night.” Mispah.

Come let’s make it a shinning 
j meeting because its subject is 
a charming one.

We’re Back Again

i Mr. Ray Adams, of O’Donnell. 
! came in this week to s]>end the

Pretty Creton Comforts for 
Christmas gifts. See Mrs. G. F. 
Wf>ods. T. P. section house. 
Quilting $1.00 per spool by 
hand. Up

¡holidays. He will be found at the 
Post Office, where he is valuably 
assisting during the holiday sea
son of imsh mail.

Your name printed on your 
greeting cards adds individualitv

Mrs. L. D. Gaither of San An
tonio came in first of the wevk 
for a visit with her parents. Dr. 
and Mrs. W. V, Cranford.

, Mr! G. B. Brown of Abilene is 
' among those renewing for the 
“ old home pawr” . He and his 
good family fonnerly resided in 
Merkel.

W ith a N ew Line of

Christmas Goods
Saturday at Noon Dec.

12

it

A  R E A L  T I R E
IN THE DANIEL BUILDING ON FRONT ST.

A COMPLETE LINE OF

V A L U E
To our Customers, Friends and the Tire and Tube Buyers 

We have bought an awfully large stock of 
TIR E S AND TUBES AT THE OLD PRICE 

and until December 31st. will make you a vexy close price

Thanking you for your liberal patronage and assuring you we are ready and 
glad to serve you in any way possible. Wo solicit your business

TOYS
DOLLS
WAGONS
TRICYCLES
IHILL BI GGIES
FOUNTAIN PENS
STATIONERY
PK Tl RES
(OMBS
BRUSHES
.'V1IRRORS
SHAVING SETS

TIES
HOSE
HOUSE SHOES 
HANDKERCHIEFS 
ALUMINUM WARE 
GRANITE WARE 
DISHES 
DINNER SETS 
(H.ASS WARE 
SALAD BOWLS 
NOTIONS, ETC.

DON’T FORGET TO CALL FOR YO U R  GREEN STAM PS

M agnolia F
W e extend a cordial invitation to our old patrons and friends 
to tall and sce us, also invite the patronage of new ones.

ILLING S T A T IO N Schindler’ s Variety Store
F R O N T  S T R E E T

Ì ■ •’•■y
. m .
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l^lgernon Noseup— the 
fW  Bundle That Cured Him
/| T  W ASN'T IiIh real niinie, but p*>o- 

1  pie lliuUKht he deserved II. Like a 
top, be eariied a swelled bead upon a 
sniull foundation. Ilia nose was ao 
murh In the air that It distributed 
anuha plentifully. Ills ldt>a of KettliiK 
■up wua that o f piittlnK olhera down.

Algernon despised C'lirlstiiiaa. He 
»even felt rea»ly to snub Santa C'laus. 
This snob bud u s|M>eiui snub for uny- 
bod.r wiio believed in ('iiristiiias i iie»>r 
and generous happiness. He was an 
ardent member o f tlie Soidety for tbo 
I*n‘vention o f Useless (living. Indeed, 
he was the chairman o f the branch of 
It tliat infested his town without hear
ing a gift. Tliere may have been a 
streak o f  fat in bis character, but 
there aureiy was a atreak o f iiiaiin.

It was a bundle that cureil him. As 
Ibe ataiked to his door witli his eyea 
•OB the church stee|ile he fell over it. 
and as he opened it that Christmas 
Day and found that a BBcsber sT his 
neighbors bad conspired te warm his 

. heart with tokens o f kind considera- 
Iflon. he felt so strangely bumbled and 
AabaKied o f himself that be was never 
Afterwards able to look down upon 
ulaybody.— Christopher O. Haiiird.

n il . W«st«rn N«wtpap«r Ualpa.)

Tiny Tim
’ 'And how did little Tim bchaveT*’ 

i^ked Mrs. Cmtchit. "As good us 
gold.”  said Bob, “ nnd better. S<mie- 
how be gets thouglitful sitting by 
himself so much, and thinks the 
strangest things you ever heard. He 
told me. coming home, that lie hoiied 
people saw liini in the church, be
cause tie was u cripple, ucd It might 
be pleasant to them to remember upon 
(Tirlstmas day, who made lame beg
gars walk and blind men see." And 
so, as Tiny Tim (^»served, “ (¡od  blesa 
us every on e !"—Charles Dickeas.

Kerchiefs as Gifts
Pretty bandkerebiefs may be made 

at home. One Is a square o f line white 
linen with appliqiied com ers o f mauve 
linen outlined with eiiihroidery. The 
other has a tiny white linen center, 
surrounilcd by a wide footing lace 
edged and bordered round with daisies.

Cre«med Dates
Stone the dates, roll in sugar, and 

put a pie<-e o f fondant In place o f tlie 
, atone. Itoll again In gruniilnted su

gar. Fill witli nuts or peanut butter 
instead o f fondant if desired.

i
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SAD, BUT TRUE

BEWARE i
Of the Trash

th a t you are being offered for what
they call “ HALF THE PRICE”

Our Goods Get Our Prices
B R O W N  D R Y  G O O D S  C O .

We Sell For Less—Because We Sell For Cash

m  m  m

TVE TO H.WE HOME
TALENT PLAY TONKillT

!.ovelv Shower Given Bride

“ Brother Josiah”  is the title- 
of a three-act home talent play 
at the Tye School Auditorium 
tonipht, Friday, December 18. 

(This is said to be a very fine 
¡home talent play and is full of | 
i  lauifhs. There will also lie hijrh 
1 class vaudeville between acts. 
¡Proceeds derived from this play | 
iwill go to the school, and youi'| 
attendance is urgently solicited.

it CHRISTMAS CARDS

^ liU IS T M .V S  car<l* have tic- 
conic a ni.^;bt!iiarc for man.v 

people, hut It N »he mioimc and 
not the use oi' them that should

1\5* be deplored.
\  CbrUtiiias .'urd today, as al- 

«,)’ way.-i. Is, or should he, a har- 
K- blnger o f love. If It is not, the ti 
tv fault Is witli us. nnd not with '/t 

lb«* curd, A c:i>'il sliould always 
be a inosSiige of frleiu'sldp, not 
a [»erfuiictor;. duty. In n busy *'!

Mr, and Mrs. C. P. Ros.son, of }• world it is .t convenient, delight- 
Taft. Texas, came up recently 
for a visit with relatives and 
friends. They formerly resided 
in the Trent community. They, 
will read the Merkel Mail an-'

Just Before Christmas
/• « J T b e  hour was very late.

f  U ttle  Willie— Mamina, where do yon 
■oppose Santa ('Inns Is right at this 
aonient?

Mother— I wish I knew.

(| ful way In wlddi to reiiieinh«‘r 
one's friends ; as auch. It has 
«orne to stav.

May we respect this lltiie-hon- J,

other year.

Big shipment of men's fine 
Dress Shirts for Xmas presents, j 
Give him one from the Men’s 
Store. L. B. Howard Co. It

iTry a Classified Ad in the Mail.

¡it ,
^  ored in.stitiition and may It serve

IIS as our winged messenger.
(I rather thnn enslave us as an un- A 
^  pleasant or pretended duty.— H. 

I.iiciiis ( 'ook.
(®. 1I3S. Waat.rn N«wip«p#r Union )

Mrs. K. H. Matthews, farmer-- 
ly Miss Lillian Blair, was given i 
a lovely shower Saturday after-' 
noon by the ladies of the Xubial 
community and friends in Mer-| 
kel at the home of Mrs. R. M. 
McGinnis in Merkel. '

The lx).x containing many use
ful and pretty gifts was present
ed to the bride by two little 
girls. After the pretty array of 
gifts had l)een admired, delicious 
reftvshments were seiwed to the 
following ladies: Mesdames R.
11. Matthews, \V. J. Campbell. 
Joe Davis. \V. C. Matthews, Ro
land T(K>mbs, llollingswoilh, W. 
L. Blair. Rouble Johnson, Whit 
Richie, Phillips, R. H. Matthews 
Sr., and Miss Dollie Toombs.

Give him a leather sport coat 
for Xmas. L. B. Howard Co. It 

A nice Overcoat for him. L. B. 
Howard Company. tl

AGAIN WE SAY
“ Give Som ething for the 

Car for C h ristm a s”

Yuletide
Specials

who owns a carW hat more acceptable Christmas Gift for the man or woman 
Adding to the beauty of and increasing the comfort derived from the car , and ever 
present reminder of your thoughtfulness. Make your s : : : :h a  from our stock 
where you have a complete assortment from which to choorc and where prices are fair.

BOSCH BATTERY IGNITION
Adds pep to the motor, insures easy start
ing and fret'dom from trauble.............. $17.80

-0|

LINCOLN SNUBBERS 
Bring out the full advantages of ball(x>n tires, 
giving perfect riding comfort.
Regular ty p e .......................................... $l.").00
Balloon ty p e ...........................................$19.00

BOYCE MOTOMETERS
We have a wide variety for any car, both 
with and without locking cap.
Priced ....................................... $.3„70 to $14.00

SPOTLIGHT
Here is the biggest bargain we have ever
offered. A big si.x inch lamp at............ $2..'»0
Others up to ...........................................$7..")0

CI.OCKS
Something that is ever visible— a gift unique 
E ach ..........................................S2..70 to $10.00

STROMBERG CARBURETOR
Adds power, saves gasoline, increases flex
ibility of car. Each...............................$15.75

MOTOR DRIVEN HORN I
The perfect warning signal. No car com- j 
píete without one. Scharwze.................. $4.00

it

I
I
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THE UNUSUAL

Twicher— Willi*«, why !■ evarywia 
happy at (Tbrlttmaa time?

W11U«—Weil mjr father*a happy ka- 
oaaar hualaaiB la ao food. t

A  Ne«t o f Tabi««
An av«r-iiaeful C3irtatiiiaB f l f t  1« ■ 

neat at four tahlM o f mahocany. At 
tea tteia. to hold th« aftar-dianv cof
fa« rapa, and. in fa c t  a doaa« 
a day, these tabico wlll prova 
ua«fnlD«aa.

«<w
<L USUAL $

II 
I

L

rFTRE tircil o f C'hrtat- 
inaa. they aaid. “ It'a 

til« aaiiic old thina every year. 
Staroe old wreatha. Same old 
nulaanre gettinK preaenta. Same 
old expen;«*. Same old fatlyue. 
Same old hollilay itreeting«. 
Nothing new about it. It'a a 
bore."

Tlieir names are .Mr. and Mrs. 
Joyltsisness. Tliey do not a*«e, 
|KMir, pHlheilc creatures that 
they are. that the usual things 
are in reality the unusual.

Love is usual, so are children, 
so is a lilrthduy. an anniversary, 
friendship.

But only the usual can rlae 
to the areat h<‘ ighta.

•\ud fliristrv IS is the moat uii- 
iiaual o f all.— Mary tiruham Bon
ner.
(SI. IStS. W.at.ra Nswapspar Uniaa.)

>Vben It'a Christm««
Tali Old Troubla; "Go yaur way 

Wh«n It'a Chriatmaa.
No placo baro for you to otay, 

Whon It'a Chriatmao.
Wa ara In thè Joyoua land;
Sino and ahout at Joy*a com m an^ 
Qlva ua “ Dlxia”  by tha band 

Wtian It'a Chrlatnsaa!"

FREQUENTLY HAPPENS

First Hug—What do you expect for 
Christmas.

Second Bug— Judging by past ex
perience. something that I wlll have 
no use In the world f o r !

Line your garage 
with Sheetrock. It 
keeps the cold ouL 
It is fireproof» too. 
Cannot bum, be
cause it is made 
from rock. Does 
not warp, shrink 
or buckle. Quickly 
erected and low  
in cost. Ask us 
about iL

SHEETROCK
THE F ireproof WALLBOARO

BUR1UN-LING0 CO.

CIRAR LIGHTER-»
If he smokes, you could find no better gift 
than this.
With trauble la m p .................................. $7.00
Plain, Clamp-On .................................... $.3.00

HUB CAP SETS
Add to the smartness of the car. These are 
priced unusually low, per set................ $2.00

STEERING WHEELS 
Here is .something of real value.

Plain ty p e .................. S2..50, $.5.00 and $10.00
Locking t>TX‘. installed ........................ $12..50

Rear V iew  Mirrors, Heaters, Pedal Pads, Fender Braces, Dash Lamps,Horn but
tons, Door Lrver Extenders, F oot Feeds and other gifts too numerous to mention.
Watch our Windows, Come in and let us show you.

W EST COMPANY
J Ê  VMC MOUM

DEPENCABLE A L T O  NECESSITIES

>w . )

IT’S THE
Freed-Eiseman

R A D I O
that recfives the noon day programs 
loud and clear.
I t ’ S T h e —

Freed’Eiseman
Neutrodyne

that gets the distance at night on 
the loud speaker loud and distinct
It’s The—

Freed-Eiseman
that they are all talking about

FOR
FREED-EISEMAN RADIOS

S E E

R. W. NEWSOM
At Bverybody*8 Oarage 
MAOHIIiB ON

I
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Make This An Electrical Christmas
Give something useful, something that will bring remembrances 
through the years to come.

Electrical Gifts Will Do It
W affle Iron
A L ovely  Gift

Percolator
A  H andsom e Gift

Those V i rg in ia  
Waffles will bring 
Reme mbrances  
through the years 
to come.

The Gift that Saves 
Mother Hours of 

Toil

These Will Please

That good percol
ated coffee will 
long be remem
bered.

By the use of the electric Range 
Mother can cook those tasty 
dishes better. It will be re
membered through the long 
summer days that are coming.

HOOVER

Table Stove
A W on d erfu l Gift

These will make her re- ' 
member you every day j 
of the year.

OTHER SU ITABLE 
GIFTS

B ou doir and R eading 
Lam ps, a large stock  
to select from .
V ib ra tors , W arm in g  
Pads, C hristm as tree 
Lam ps.

A Gift that K eeps the 
H ouse Clean i

Cook breakfast on the ta
ble with this gift and 
save labor

TH ESE A R E  NICE 
GIFTS

Irons, T oasters, Bath 
R oom  H eaters, W a sh 
ing M achines, W a ter  
H eaters, F loor  L am ps,
W hy n ot in sta ll lig h t
ing fixtures.

'''C h w im a i

West Texas Utilities Company

Mr. Robert Turner, wife and 
baby girl of Rule, Texas, spent 
last Sunday in the city with the 
former’s uncle. Judge W. W. 
Wheeler and other relatives.

SPE C IA L
Complete ELGIN Watches

$11.00 and Up 
Also a good value in

A ITO  REPAIRI.NG

D I A M O N D  R I N G S  
From $15.00 Up

I I am now doing reiiair work at 
\ my home. I can save you money 
Ion any kind of repair work, and 
, I guarantee .satisfaction. Also 
have a.ssortment of used parts. 
Ix>cated across street from T. L, 
Grimes place, 1 block east of Oak 
street. Charlie Higgins. It

Call 61 to place a want ad in 
the Mail or give us a news item. 
We appreciate Iwth of them.

A. L, BRYANT & SONS 
Painters and Paperhangers

A complete line of 1926 wall pa
per samples. Estimates free and 
appreciated. Residence 2 blocks 
northeast o f post office. P, O. 
Box 536, Merkel. It

WIFE AND HUSBAND
BOTH ILL WITH (ÌAS

Bring your discs to us for 
sharpening. We have a new Di.sc 

and can give yoa quick 
. C.P, Stevens Blacksmith

It

f  =4.

[ " ’ ’’ m e m b e r  ̂
TEXAS QUAUFIEDl 
DBU66ISTS LEASUEf

9 , , jsai F' ̂ i

n Legally 
Redistered 
.PharnKicistv

Merkel Drus
COMPANY

S. D. O um ble, M gr.

“ For years I had gas on the 
stomach. The first dose of Ad- 
leiika helped, I now sleep well 
and all ga.s is gone. It also helped 
my husband.” (Signed) Mi*s. B. 
Brinkley. ONE spoonful Adlerika 
removes GAS and often brings 
astonishing relief to the stomach 
Stops that full, bloated feeling. 
Brings out old, waste matter you 
never thought was in your sys
tem. This excellent intestinal 
évacuant is wonderful for consti
pation. Merkel Drug Co., in Trent 
by R. B. Johnson.

W. O. Boney represents the 
San Antonk) Joint Stock and 
Land Bank. See him for 6^  
money.

“NO MAN IS USE?-ESS”  
— MESSAGE OF CHEEP

CHRISTMAS allow was falling, but 
the ilowny ttukea, so feathery and 
beautiful in iheioaelvea, were 

coverliif; the eurUi with a thiok, cold 
blanket whirh to Mr. SlmmunM' mind 
waa like a ahruud to all the auiblUona 
of hia life. Wlicn others were Joatling 
each other good-naturedly in every 
atore, buying preaeuta to aurpriae their 
loved onea, and wrapping them tender
ly in tiaaue pa(>er tied with acarlet 
rilihon behind closed doors, tlila lonely 
soul walked the streets uneasily and 
aliulesaly, dlaturiied and tormented by 
the unwonted erowda of aheppera, and, 
if the truth were known, hopeleaaly 
depressed both by the weather, and 
the animated throngs ao busy with ac- 
tivtUea which be could neither share 
nor bear.

Alone, yet terribly afraid to be alone, 
and feeling more so in these crowds 
In which he had no part, he turned 
his foutatepa from the town und sought 
companionaliip from Nature. He 
atrulled ucrosa the snowy tielda, beside 
a freezing brook, and into a pine grove 
all weighted down wltli snow. There 
'n the solitude he felt gradually at 
ease, for a throng o f happy memories 
came trooping to him througli the trees 
— meiiiorles o f yesteryear, when with 
his siaten in these very woods he had 
helped chop down the family Cliriat- 
mas tree when he was very small. 
What Jolly days tliose were— what fun 
they’d had— he lived again tlioae hap
py times before the rea|>er came. And 
tlien, meclianlcally, as he lenneil 
against a tree, he drew from his po<'ket 
an envelope he had received that 
morning, but had not had interest 
enongli to open for it was evidently a 
baneful Ohriaiinas card. But be tore 
it oiM-n BOW, and read:

T h f beat day In the y ea r 
B rin gs  the beat w leh  In the 

w orld
T o  my beat fr ien d .
M erry Chrlatm aa.

Tears o f gratitude filled his eyes, for 
certainly he had not livetl in vain 
when one could send him such a mes
sage. Joyfully he quoted Stevenson’s 
Words, *’No man is useless while he 
has a friend,”  and then he turned bis 
steps toward town.— H. Lucius Cook.

(E. >>>S. W .eirra N .« .p a p er Union )

Splendid Sea

In
Valhalla
and Out

By George Ethelbert WaUh

g o ld !
But it mostly is in the 
treasure vaults o f Wall 
Street.

Pirates!
Principally the modem 
sort who do their scut
tling and sinking in the 
stock market.

Kidnapped M aiden! /
Yes, but she proved^' 
more than a handful 
for the kidnappers.

Lovers!
Indeed, yes! All the 
world will love the two 
in this story.

Viliains and P lots!
Just as wicked as any in 
older tales o f the sea, 
with radio and other 
modem improvements 
to further their schemes.

Our New Serial
Starting in

NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE OF

The Merkel Mail

FRUIT CAKE

Ma’s makin’ fruit cake! Don’t 
dare to get under her feet now, 
for her mind is on candied cit
ron peel and spice and how many 
cups of flour and just the right 
proportion of brown sugar.

Fruit cake has the delightful 
quality that the older it is, the 
better it tastes. They bake it 
with a paper wrapper on— wo
men folk arc laughing at this de
scription but never mind—and 
the whole house smells of fruit 
cake all the evening.

Just the top of a fniit cake, 
with its little hills that hide 
nuts in them and little up.stick- 
ing bits of cherry or raisin, it.s 
mysleriouR valleys that are full 
of sweet congejilment, it.s brown
ed crustiness— oh. pee, Ma, can’t

i we have just one piece apiece to
night. and make the rest do for 
Christmas.

j Ma is firm. She has had these 
' sumptuar>'  ̂ .supplications before, 
and she knows how to be firm 
when firmne.ss is required, I ’ho 
fruit cake is the first thing she 
prepares for Christmas dinner, 
just as it is the last thing to be 

■ consumed. '
And the best part of it is, that 

usually when you come to the 
fruit cake part of the main yule^ 
tide meal, you’re so full thai 
there’s no room for as mucl 
fruit cake as you’d like to eaf, 
and so there’s always enough o f  
that, at least, to bring the New- 
Year’s dinner to a fitting aqd 
fine conclusion.

• Removal Sale— Army Goods 
and new overcoat.s, fine Dining 

, Room Suits, Church Organ, No. 
0 Oliver Typewriter, Hoosier 
Cabinets, reconditioned Perfect
ion Oil Stoves, like new. CITY 

!FURNITURE rO. 18t2p

Our Painles.s Extractions 
are .\b.soluteiy Painless and 

“ We Don’t Mean Maybe”  _
If your plates do not fit, we 
can make them fit makes no I / r’'’’ -4'̂  * '
difitTcnce who made them.

DR. K.
W’e E.spccially Invite Hard Jobs.

M. WATKINS & ASSOCIATES. DENTISTS! 
Dr. John.son, A.ssociate

Texas’ Leading Plate Specialists in Texas’s Best CXty. 
Rooms 15-16 Compton Buldg., 1 5 2 Cypress, Abilene.

REAL ESTATE, FARM LOANS 
FIRE INSURANCE

Vi

IS

V /

d »

A fte r  a  F i r e - -

you^ fi nd no satisfaction in figuring up 
the amount of insurance you should have 
had. But there is a lot of satisfaction in 
knowing that your property as it stand 
today is fully covered by dependable fire 
insurance.
Our fire insurance policies are dependable.

W .  O .  B O N K Y
MERKEL. TEXAS

Copsatt yoir Insorawce as yeti wcutil yoiif

* • — ^
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iKssa
Xmas is Sure to

Come
As Long As Time Lasts
Only One More

Week
UNTIL SANTA MAKES HIS TOUR

I
iSH

iS^

We have presents tor the whole family. Gifts that are serviceable. Gifts that will not only bring cheer this Christmas but 
throught out the year and probably, years to come.

Wheel Goods for the kiddies in all sizes from the little “Tot” to “Brudder” and “Sis”. Select suitable, substantial gifts. 
Come in and look our stock over and let us help you to make your selections. Santa Claus has a store room with us, he has 
already been having us store away presents for some good boys and girls. Remember we have a complete line of Hardware 
in all lines. Also remember we are the only Hardware Store in town that gives HrK Green Stamps, ask for them. We appre’ 
ciate your business and good will

Liberty Hardware Co.
If It’s Hardware We Have It.

iS i

Ì »

j.LPIN(; HOLIDAY MAIL public cooperation in dispatching
---------- j Christmas mail is not what it

here is nothing unreasonable ; was. The i^eople are becoming ac
he request of Postm aster, customed to mailing parcels 
legys for public cooperation 
landling the Christmas mail.

^h cooperation is more in the 
|erest of the patrons than of 

'  department and failure to 
H it will react ui>on tho.se 
asked to give it, 
ippily the need for asking

; With “ Don’t Open until Christ- j 
j mas” stickers, these parcels are ■ 
1 getting to their destination; 
I while the getting is good. The 
I people recognize that ‘mail early’
' is quite as satisfactory and pos- 
I sible as “ shop early.”  Both prac- 
I tices commend themselves. They 
I ought to be adopted universally.

S II

I early, to bind up packages of let- 
I ters, to wrap securely and mark 
legibly. Many still refuse or fail 
to take note of these retjuire- 

' ments but the number is decreas
ing constantly.

j Already Christmas packages | ---------------------------
ai*e in tlie nniil in thousands.; Try a Classified Ad in The Mail.

7
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\ ^ h r i3tm as S u ggests T h is J u d iciou s P u rch a se
^The Fordor Sedan is an ideal Christmas gift for 

he j^hole family—an attractive and practical all- 
l̂  earcar. It is finished in deep Windsor Maroon, ‘Xm 
- with interior uphidstery to harmonize. Nickeled V4 

~ radiator, low, deep seats, wide doors, hooded 
tun visor and large fenders. See this good-look- 

 ̂ '  ing car at the salesroom of the nearest Author-

A WELCOMED CHECK 
CAME AT CHRISTMAS

DR\ BILL WOl LD 01 .ST j Your name printed on your 
CON(,RESS .MEMBERS i greeting cards adds individualitv

• $260 Touring C a r  $290 Coupe -  • $S20 Tudor Sudan $SSO 
CloMd car* ia < olor. I>emouiitable rims and startar «atra on  open cars.

AO pHcn /. •. k Pwr.lt

MARTH.A WIiITKSn>R wns a 
lonely old woiniin. Sbe llve<l Ir. 

a little gray oottaee on Itunk 
street. She had no relative«* and very 
few friends. liut this fact did not 
soetii to btither h*T very much—at 
least the town thoiicht It did not. .And 
gradually even the few frlenils she 
hnd iiM»ve«l awa.v or forgot her, or 
died, so that often she si»ent days 
without swlnK a soul. The town felt 
that she did not want any of It, so the 
town let her al«ine; left her to herself 
and the money she was hoarding »> 
closely. She was voted a miser and n 
crahhed old woman.

But as It often happens In this wori«l 
the town misunderstood. Martha was 
neither a miser nor a crahhed old 
woman. Instentl she cmved love and 
affection and would have given worM.s 
to be able to help In every go«Kl and 
worth while cause that came up. But 
she couldn’t—for contrary to the be
lief o f the town Martha was poor—so 
poor that she oiten had to go without 
the barest necessities so that the tiny 
income that was hers mlKht stretch 
over a year. But she was too proud 
to let this fact ever be known— too 
loyal to the memory o f her easy-going 
husband to let the town know he had 
left her so hadly off.

A few days before (Tirlstinas Martha 
answered the postiiian's ring with as
tonishment. She .seldom got a letter 
now and a registered letter was .some
thing she hnd not M*>en for years. With 
trembling fingers she drew forth a 
check, made out to the order o f Mar
tha Whlteslile. and the amount waa 
.t.'VX>. She .stare,! at It for a moment, 
then she reinomhered the contest she 
had entered. There was so much 
spar«' time on her hands she had 
worked over It many hours. It seeme,! 
unhelievahle th;it she hail won the 
first prize, hut it luu.st he true.

TTint Christmas the town hecnnie 
uciiuainted with the real >rnrtha White- 
side ; n 'voinan whose greatest joy In 
life sej'med to he found In giving and 
sen ing and fr»im then on the town 
took her to Its heart l ‘erh;ipa because 
understanillng dawned iii>on It.— Kath
erine Kdelman.

liii, VV-atsm NtwtpApcr Unton )

Any government employe, or 
member of congress or of the 
militar>- establishment would be 
dishonorably dismissed for buy
ing liquor from a bootlegger or 
in any way violating the prohi
bition laws under the provision 
of a bill introduced in the House 
yesterday by Representative 
Blanton of Texas.

Mr. Blanton, in another bill, 
seeks to make members of the 

I diplomatic corps conform to the 
eighteenth amendment, contend
ing that it is unfair for Ameri
cans to have to obser\'e it while 
diplomats are granted immunity. 
— From Washington Post, De
cember 10,

A Word to the

B o r  re ive r

CIF you «re a bor
r o w e r  o f  thi«  
paper, don’t you 
think It i« an In

justice to the man who 1« 
p a y i^ fo rlt?  He may be 
iooking for it at thia very 
moment. Make it «reg
ular viaitor to your home. 
The suhacription price is 
an investment that will 
repay you well.

c r a n n n n

il

¿ .

1 When Christmna Conies
kvhen rtarlsttnas cutnes
I  W * m naitly ru m
yu*« buy both this .-isd that.

Ia crowds ws crush 
AUd doa't kaow whsrs wa'ra ak»  

When fill latlwas ronaa.

'Whsa Chrlatmaa c«ma«^
Ws alt MS dow«

And taka accoant taf «t«ek: 
Parhapa w* froW«

▲t maklag such a laaek—
Wkaa Ckristw'aa c W««.

—The JIaciar. la Tuom T«|

You go Home Happy—
If you do your Christmas shopping

H E R E

Prices are Right 
Quality is Right 
Service is Right

Come here and load your arras with Christinas 
delicacies. You will have food for the holidajs 
that the entire family wdll enjoy.

Bob Marlin Grocery Co.

DR. E. E. COCKRELL
I CURE PILEiS without the knife— no detention fr 

work. Office pmctice onlj'
Rectal and Skia Specialist 

Suite 312 Alexander Building. Office Hours 8 to I f  
and 1 to 6 p.m. Phmie 359, Abilene, Text

'■ii-V ■i:
S3
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Brag¿ Dry Goods Co
T H E  C H R I S T M A S  G I F T  S T O R E

It you would give practical gifts tliat would be appreciated, ydii will select them here— Our store is 
over-flowing with dependable ntetchandise at Xmas, saving prices.

A FEW OF 01!» EXTRA SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PRICES ARE'

fi  rVt

Odq lot ladies and childrens coats, regardless of 

value, priced......................... ....................... 51.98

Another lot ladies and misses coats at----$4.95

Choice of any ladies hat for..................... $2.98

One special lot men's suits p r i c e d . $19.95 

An extra Blanket value at.........................$2.155

Every thing priced special for Xmas, 
selling.

SHOP EARLY and SAVE MONEY!

t
RAGG Goods Go.

The Place Most People Trade

S f c ;

1
MF

il i  il? £
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Many Words That Add
to Christmas Season

W OUDs rom* to oar Up* *o eaa i« 
that we do not alway* ap p r» 

rU te bow Kloriou* come o f them art, 
and how much they mean to aa 

Think o f the words that add to the 
Chrlstniaa ,easonI Every one o f them 
haa a Ki^nlflcance and a CTbriatmaa 
meanlnit o f Its own.

There are itreens and there are rlb- 
bena There are flfta  and there La 
Taletlde. There la sleiKh and there 
la anow.

There are bells and there la cheer. 
Títere la t!ie brlKht Are, and the 

froBtj air. There are Kle<lH und nun- 
ahlne on the snow and the ^<>w of a 
t.lirlRtniai» aftemcKin.

Tliere la haiiplnesa and there are 
candleH. There are wreath* and lioliy 
and niiatleioe.

There la Santn t'laua for the chil
dren and friendly voice* wislilne one 
and all a Merry dirlitniuti and a 
llatT'J' New Tear.

There is the |ii>siinan and there 1* 
a Maall ehllil l»y the old «'hiinney.

Tla-re 1« pitiiii pudihnK und mince pie 
and nirke.v aiul cranlterry. There Is 
the t'hrlstmn« tree and children talk
ing: o f relnile*T.

Tliere I* tinsel and then* is holiday 
«•and.v. There are stocklnus und tliere 
are t'hristaius decoration*.

Tliere are surprises and there are 
exclteiuentg.

And all of these things have such 
iieaatiful sounds. Ttie words them
selves are Ml wonderful. The.v mean 
*o much. No other words would be 
the same.

And best of all Is the word Christ
mas.

It I* the year’s most glorious word 
— Mary Omhani lionner.

112ft. H >at»rn  Newspaper t'n ion  >

.VNDREWS TELI>i THRILL
ING T.\LE OF GOBI DESERT

Explorer's Own Account (Jives 
UodRc Brothers Motor Cars 

Credit for Big Exploits

(By Dr. Roy Chapman Andrews) 
(This is the first of a series of 

four interestinif tirticles regard- 
injr the recently ended third Asi
atic Expedition of the American j 
Museum of Natural History, by i 
Roy Chapman Andrews, the lead I 
er of the party of explorers.) j 

The Motor car will be the) 
“ Covered wapron" of the Gobi i 
Desert in Mnjrolia, the most ex-! 
tensive undeveloi>ed and unex-  ̂
plored reirinn now left in the, 
world. Motor Vehicles will be to| 
this quarter of the j?lobe what, 
the ox-drawn and Iiorse-drawn j 
canvas topped wajfons wore to 
America’s Great West, and it is' 
conceivable that some scenario 
writer of the future will jrivej

us a drama of central Asia com
parable to the splendid picture 
based on Emerson Houjfh’s book.

This practically unknown ter- 
ritorj' is half as large as the 
United States, Ala.ska excluded. 
If you put Mongolia down on the 
map of the United States it 
would extend from Washington 
on the east to Nevada on the 
West, and from Au.stin, Texas, 
on the south to the Canadian 
Ixjrder. It has never been open to 
the world because of the impo.s- 
sibility of traffic of camel trains, 
the only means of communica
tion. But now it is being criss- 
cro8.sed in every direction by 
motor cars, or more coiTcctly by 
one motor car, the Dodge. Sixty 
or seventy Dodge Brothers cars 
arc» making regular trips for in
to the interior of this vast waste 
bringing out loads of sables and 
other prc*cioiis furs, wool and 
other products.

No car except the Dodge is

found far in the interior. We 
have tried it out on each of our 
three expeditions and have had 
it demonstrated to our satisfact
ion that the Dodge is the only 
car that will stand up under the 
strain of the roadless desert and 
do everything we ask of it.

The Dodge and I w’ent through 
some thrilling and extraordinary 
adventure.s together. For one 
thing, I believe I can say truth- j 
fully that I am the only man in i 

I the world who ever shot a moun-1 
I tain sheep from the seat of a 
j motor car. I wa.s able to do it be- 
j cause, apparently, the sheep was 
so astonished to .see such a 
strange creature as a motor car 
in it.s rocky domain that it for
got to run awav. 

j It happened one day while I 
Was driving my Dodge up and 
down a series of steep ridges in 
the Altai .Mountains. Everylxidy 

I knows that the mountain sheep 
Ms about the most timid creature

in the world. Bagging one of 
them is a rai*e event, for the 
hunter must be, not only a moun
tain climber of rare ability, but 
an exceptional shot. When I first 
saw the one that I got it was 
standing on a point of rock high 
above me. Stopping the car I 
grabbed my rifle, expecting to 
see the sheep go bounding away. 
Instead, the sheep, astounded 
and curious, took a few steps a- 
head to get a better view of this 
strange creature that had invad
ed its fastness. It stood motion
less in full view’, and I brought 
it down at the first shot.

Something New I A full size 
2 0 X - I . 1 0  Bullcwn Tire with tube i 
for $ 1 7 . 7 5 .  West’s Accessory! 
Depai'tment. j

Mr. J. F. Abei*nathy, we are 
informed, will leave Sunday for a 
visit in his old home state, Ten
nessee.

Six Puppies, Nellie's
Present for Her Mistress

TURUE was to be no ('hristnias 
party for little Sutanne Hunsen. 

The family was io dire financial dlffl- 
cnlties and It was mutually agreed 
umunK them all that for this une 
C’hristiuaa Uien* would be no exchange 
Ilf glfta. Suxanne was disappointed 
that there would lie no siiriHises, hat 
she comforted herself with the thought 
that slie would at leaat liave Nellie, her 
faithful dog, to play with Ctirlstnias 
l>ay. Nellie Iiad been given to her the 
C^riaLjttas before by her uncle and ahe 
had been Susanne’s constant com- 
panioD up until about a montii ago 
ehen the dog was sent away— ”to tlie 
loepital.”  her mother had explained. 

<^Manne had been moat unspeakably 
'i  v l y  nil that month with no pal, and 

I  been counting the days till Chrlat- 
pM when she was promised the dog 

Cognid he hers again.
'hristnias morning when the door- 
, rang. Suzanne fiew down the stairs 
fiswer. There was an excited cry 
y. *T>h mnnnny, come down and 

hat’s here.** There In a basket 
t by the boy from the dog boe- 
-as Nellie with six little puppies 

her. Susanne was In' lore 
pnp*.
• jtat a CSirlatmas gift for 

Neqia,** said the boy and 
dobr bohind klm.'

^  Wratani N*w*ps|i*r Ttatos.)

CUT THIS OUT
We have arranged this for your convenience so that you can sit down 

and in a few minutes figure out what your total gifts tor the family will cost

to-
for
*

Sawd to Buy Christmas g 
Present for Her
eldest of the four chlldreifi]>7i|

A now ten ; their mother bad 
dead three y«ars. How the fathei^ 
kept such a yuuog family together^“ 6  
a miracle even to him, hut w itin er , 
kelp o f the day nuraecr, he b a « ^  ^  
aged very well. ' .v

For the third Christman 
widower tacked the children an nfh® t 
bed with a iiroaalae to call ttai the 
dn.vbreak. Tlien he tiptoed to hlf|]]« 
room. , ,  •

H alf an hour later when the 
was quiet, Santa Cluua cotereltlcC  
liny kitchen und pnn-eeded to 
four little stoi'klngs hanging In a 
behind the stove. Tlien suddenU 
rvmembered that he had forgottea*i'^ 
bring u present for the father o f tl 
house. I low disappointed the lit* 
tines would be to have their fa ll . 
overlooked like this! Why, they woM f j/  
think he's nut been good! But it w a a l 
too laic, non, to gyt him anything.* 
NotUiiig could be dunC ^

Sluirtly after the /o u s e  wa.s quietiL 
once again, the litae girl stole in to } 
the kitciii-rt and liutiAt stocking with a  < 
package in it near t^ l^otherv For 
iiiontlis slie bud saved o A  pennies so 
tliiir when ('brlstnius caiA^aguin ^  
wiiuld be able to play Santa^CUas'' 
daddy. ’Tlow siiiqirised 'n bapp 
wi'd be,”  slip thiiu;;tit, as site 
buck to her room.— H. Lucius »'

( cX 1925. W «»t# rn  New spaper Umlo
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I Check 
I Here |

I .6 7 1  
I .’">0!

FANCY SILK S O X ........................
KUM-A-PART CUFF B l“TTONS.
TAN, BLUE & BLK Stripe BELT.[ .8.5]____ |
SCOTCH Fringed WOOL SCARF.j2.50|____ (
^iver Monogram BELT BUCKLE JI}15J____ |
BL.\NKET LINED GLOVES.. . . !2!l6|' |
(JOLD WATCH CH AIN S............... 12.70[ |
ADJl STABLE DRESS CAPS___ |1.8.5i

I Check 
j Here

GENUINE ( alfskin I.adies PURSEI1.93I
Combination VANITY & Compact jl.57| 
Silk Jersey TEDS & BLOOMERS |1.98l 
MELBA PERFUME SE'TS . . . . .  .J2.98T 
I^ iitifu l Coi’duroy BATH ROHES !3.98r 
MANICURE SPECIALTIES . . .  .J .457 
Heavy Nap COTTON BLANKETS I2.65f 
GIRLS \ ^ L  SPORT CAPS . . .  .Jl!157

MENS SUEDE DRESS GLOVES Il.35| | BATH TOWEL S E T S .......... ___ 1 .90j 1
BOYS BOOTEES ...........................|3.15l * FANCY GARTERS .............. • • • • 1 ê a)! 1
GENUINE Leather BILL FOLD | .95| | | BABY BLANKETS .............. ----- 1 .90} 1
MENS & BOYS Sport SWEATER ,3.551 | I Baby’s Combination KNIT SUITS 14.43( |

'TOTAL..................................... 1 1 I J ’TOTAL.............................

I

I Bring This With You To Brown’s
<  Joint Stocl

Land 
money.

4oy
Joint St< 
See him for,

Burning the Yul^^
The buming of tlie 

Ciiriiituiu.s tiuie, in parts d 
und tilt* cimtinent, is a sur*' i
an uaclHit f'-^'tlv.it amv-__
aironp tlie northern njifbins'’ 
brute tl^e return o f the suu 
winter solstice (IVeem ber 21 
Yule log is thought to bring gc 
nine, und frequently part ol 
saved to light the new one In tb 
lowing year. The Italiana regar 
charred Yule log as a prev 
agaln.st lightning. "Yule”  la an 
word for ('hrlsfnwiB, and la atUl 
nsed jirovincially.

Chocolate Caramela
Use one |H)und o f brown sugar, 

fourth pound unsweetened chocola 
sliaved. und one-hiilf cupful o f w 
Boil same as fudge und before 
ing from fire add a generous Inn 
butter and on« riipfnl o f walas 
other nut meata or they may be i 
te<l. .\fter It is poured into/s 
tered pan cut It In squares briW 
gets hard.

f-

What to Givo7 
When one thinks o f what If gin ̂  

old friend for rhrlstraa% th» |n( 
slderatlon la  ’’Now what did 1 
last yearl”  Perhaps that la 
a way at any to open the qu<
New Tear’a resolxtlotta.

— 3 - ra i--------
San 

Jnd ’Funk 
were a Sant 
be sneb a

( drive up to
aaU him aoc ___ .̂
Blag Star.

Christmas

\ . J f i i  y i^  % h k  ronf I 'n y /y .
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