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F t l  BUREU SEND CHRISIMIISIBEE 
PIES III RECIItL OVER $100.000 HERE MEIHODIST CHHRCH

The Kindergarten pupils will! More than One Hundred and 
give a program at the Method-|Twenty-Three Thousand Dollai's 
ist Church Friday evening, Dec-¡of the December 15th distribut- 
ember 21, 1923 at 7:30 o’clock, ¡¡on was distributed through 
Play— “ Entertaining Mrs. Santa;two banks in a town of 2,500 
Claus.’”  I population in Taylor county, ac-

Characters:—
Dot, Annie Lee Owens 
Bob, Neil Durham 
Ruth, ftiuline Lassiter.
Jess, Joe Earl Lassiter.
John, L. V. Moore.
Jim. L. K. Wilson.
Mrs. Santa Claus.

Simpson
Fairies
Holly, Sarah S!veppa> .̂ 
Mistiltoe. Joy Meadow , 
Liiurel. Louella Hughes , 
Evergreen. Vl'aldrian Haskey 
Poinsetta. Juanita Huskt̂ k’. 
Goodwill Im» Kuth Roden. 
Brownie.s
Speed, Hail Derstine 
Flip, Bennie Hendrix 
Skip, Harold Reece.
Tiip, Jack Lowe 

Readings:—

cording to J. W. L.Hall, secre
tary of the Texas Farm Bureau 
Cotton As.sociation.

"On this ba.sis, e\*ery man, 
woman and child in the com
munity would receive $49 each 
if it was pm rated among them. 

Mary Olive'M‘‘- Hall .said. “The Ijenefits of 
|c<x)i)erative marketing is cer
tainly appreciated in this com- 
jmunity,” lie said, "and yet this 
is only the first distribution 

• made by the .As.sociation since 
,the initial advance. Others will 
I follow in the near future.” Mer- 
jkle Texas, is the pmspeixnis 
conuminity.

Other communities .'substant
ially jwrticipating in the Decem- 
iH’r 15th distribution are Abi
lene. $15.733.(52; BmwnwcxHl, 
$3l,S97.51; (!olorado, $10G,H17-

I

1. The- Tliree Little Fir Robert Lt-e. .$45.^.(U>.
Tree.«, Annie Lee Owens and approximately .$3(H>,0(̂  was
2. The Bad Little Boys. Joe distributed direct t<. •w^nem-

Earl Lassiter in the Nueces S|Ul-t.
3. Christmas St-crets, L. V. Farm Bureau News

Moore. ----------------♦
4. The Bal>e of Bethlehem.

Hail Derstine.
.5. Thats Christmas, Bennie 

Hendrix
6. Where is Santa. Pauline 

Lassiter.
7. The coming of Santa. Har

old Reece.
8. Joy Bells, By the Fairies.

I On Monday evening at the 
Methodist church in Merkel 
there is going to be a real old 
time Christmas tree. Yes, one 
of those kind where “Old Santa 
pays a visit to the little children 
of this community as he is pass 
ing through from the great fro
zen North, Yes, boys and girls. 
Old Santa is expected to meet 
you there, and listen, a special 
to the .Merkel Mail states that 
Mrs. Santa is coming along 
with him, so we are reriuested 
to invite eveiw little boy and 
girl—and all the older ones too 
as for that, for this is going to 
be a ival happy Christmas 
time, .so be pre.sent.

It is also announced that the 
following interesting pmgram 
will be rendered upon this hap 
pv occas.sion.

I’ROt.RA.M —
\\ elconie ad.lre.ss, Duncan 

Brigg
tf ; childi LMi.

HO RURIL HOHTE 
MML U S  01V

Announcement is made that 
from now and including Christ
mas Day of this year, that the 
Postal Department has made a 
ruling that no service shall be 
resuired of the rural carriers of 
the United States on Christmas 
Day any more. And Postmaster 
Comegys has asked this pai>er 
to make announcement so 
that the piitrons of office and 
rural mutes especially may 
know of same and make their 
arrangements accordingly.

With the addition of Christ
mas Day as a holiday for the 
Rural Carriers, they will al.so 
obseiwe the following days 
throughout each year: New
Year’s Day, Wa.shington’s birth
day, Memorial or Decoration 
Day( May 30.) P'otirth of July, 
and Thanksgiving Day.

ACTIVE CANDIDATES ARE 
SLDW IN _ M IN C  ENTRY

Some Are Candidates So Far In Nothing But 
Name Only—Many Routes And Districts 
Without Active Workers—Room For You 
To Enter This Great Campaign—And Win.

announcing

line

HENRy R. HICKS
—  . t

In thi.s pa|>er will Ik* found
9. .Advice to Santa. Jack Lowe the announcemnt of Miv^A^nryi
10. Some body’s misUke. L. k . Hicks, a.« a candidatAtfor the

R. Wilson. iffice of County Commissionei
11. Just Before Christmas, ^f Taylor county from this Pre-

Neil Durham. cinct. subject to the action of
-----------------  the Democratic Primary next

July.
Mr. Hicks having l)et*n a resi

dent of this county and this coiji 
mur.ity for many year.s, he i.« 
|too well and favoraldy known to, 
most ■of the voters to need an\ 
.introduction or commendation
*at our hands: however, to

Miss Lucy Tracy, tlie most ex those who may not have had the 
cellent teacher in Expi-ession at pleasure of knowing him, we, 
the Merkel Public School, pre-!are plea.sed to say that he is' 
sented her younger students in ̂ w ell qualified in every way to ■
recital on last Tuesday evening serve efficiently iind honestly |
at the High School Auditorium, the people of this community in! 
There was a large crowd pi-es-,the office to which he is seeking 
ent and as is usual when Miss and if elected to same, he will 
Tracy and her class entertains doubt serve his constitutents
there c o i^  the report o f fairness and impartiality
most excellent and appreciated i 
eptertainment from those in at
tendance.

IN A FINE HECIIAL'

Cliristiniilt^ by .Amiie 
liovo T«x»ml).-i.

Reading; .Advic-^'\o Santa. 
Jiick Ix)we.

Joy Bells, by three little girls
Rending: Just Ijefore Christ

mas. by Neal Durham
Reading: Then and now, by 

three little girls.
Puntomine: Star of the East, 

Rosa I.4ii:ey and Thelma I.«ftch.
Song: Low in a Manger, by 

the lieginnei-s.
Reading: The Christmas

B;i1k‘, by Burrell Chaney.
Reading: Tlie Harvest, by

two boys.
Reading; Decemljer, by Jim 

Chaney.
Reading; SotnelHidy’s Mi.«take 

by L. R. Wil.“->n.
The Biiih of pt*ace. by thir

teen childixm.
A Reading: Christm:\s Carioi 

I v Doithea Miller.

HERE ALL NEXI WEEK
(Ben D, Brunk’s 

Shmv here next will week under

towards all.
Read his announcement con-

It is said that each pupil, taining his platfomi of princip- 
many of whom had been tak- p ĵp r̂, and give his
iiiK expression on̂ ly a fe «  » « k a l
exhibited niarked progress and i. . , . . .
excellent ability.

Miss Tracy is one of the 
most capable and efficient tea
chers in expression to be found 
even in the larger cities, and 
this paper congratulates the 
local school board upon having

to whom you will vote for for 
Commissioner,

/

I>atronage, we are told, this 
I paper would also be glad to see 

secured her excellent sen-ices ̂ others take advantage of the 
in our public school. And while|Opporturiity of giving her their 
she is being accorded splendid children in this line.

NOMINATION BLANK IN THE MERKEL M AIL’S 
“ EVERYBODY WINS”  CAMPAIGN

GOOD FOR 5,000 VOTES
I HEREBY ENTER AND CAST .5,000 VOTES FOR

MISS (MR. OR MPvS.) 

ADDRESS ..................

as a candidate in the Merkel Mail’s “ Everybody Wins” prize dis
tribution.
NOTE—Only one nomination W»nk accepted for each candidate 
nominated.

Compere Baptists are happy 
to announce that they too are to 
bum notes and dedicate their 
new building on the .same day 
that Merkel Baptists have their 
service. Rev. Ira L. Parrack 
who served as pastor while the 
house was being built will be at 
Compere with the church at 
that place at 3 p. m. on the 5th 
Sunday of this month for this 
service. All Baptists and all 
other friends are invited to be 
in this service.
I 'The Compere Baptist church 
wishes to thank every one who 
helped in any way to make posi- 
ble the building and paying for 
of this house of worship. Es
pecially do they thank Bro. J. 
W, Wheeler wlvo rented the 
church land on which to plant 
cotton and Bro. Sam Swann who 
'ginned free of charge the five 
bales of cotton and Bi-o. Curt 
TuAer, that weighed same, do
nating his fees. Time would 
fail to mention all who have 
helped but the church appréciât 
es ex-ery kindness shown and in
vites you to come and rejoice 
with us in the service when 
the building will be given to 
the Lord.

.Miss Eva Briley, Tuscola.......................................  .5000
^M iss  Ouida Campbell. Merke! ............. ✓ ..............  5,000
^ M rs . Nannie Casseaux, Mtrkel .......................... 5,000

Miss Eula Culp, Stith..........................................  5,000
Miss Iris Garrett, Merkel..................................... 5,000
Miss Ruth Holloway, Merk*l ...........................  5,000
Miss Mal)ol Jenkins, Noodle....... ......................... 5,000
Mrs. R. L. Jobe, .Merkel....................................... .5,000
Miss Ruth Jones, Merkel....................................  5,000
Miss Beatrice McLeod. Treit.................... 5 ÔM)
M iss Lillian McRee, Trent .................................. 5,0(K)
Miss Vera Moore, B la ir ......................................  5,000
Mrs. Sam Salyers, Buffalo Gap, ........................ 5,000

^  Mrs. C. W. Seago, Route 2 Trent ......................  5,000
Miss Clara Lee Taibutton, Merkel ....................  5,000

I The publication of the names hardly justified in 
of candidates api>ears in alpha- nominations today.
Ix tical order. In next week’s is- There ought to l>e, at least as 
.sue, when active voting begins, niany candidates jus there are
they will lie placed in numerical .pi izes offered. .Not one of the
order, the highest first, etc. j prizes—the Ford Touring car, 

il your nomination blank has and other prizes— ought to go 
lK*en .sent in and does not appear begging. The cu-sh commission 
in the above iisl, kindly notify of 15 per cent offered to all 
the Campaign .Manager imme- who w in one of the grand prizes 
<Bately. ougj;it. in this day. to l>e in-

. . I Today it appears—the firet ducenient enough to cause any- 
üngmal üj-j nominations. Names of one to get busy.

, . nominees received up until Wed You talk about money being
the auspices of the Merkel .Ai- nesday night, together with tight. You talk about not being 
n i<^ Asswiatkon. t^eir nomination vote of 5,000 able to do this or that. You cry
r .u ^1 *■. printed today for can-because of the alleged “ tight-

of the .Merkel Armory has been didates entered in the .Mer- ness” in financial affairs; yet 
very successful in securing that Mail’s great “ Everybody here is over $1500 waiting for 
ever Popular and world-wide ’Something” automobile men and women— married or
known (jlen Ü. Brunk s Origin- such prize campaign. single— to take it as a gift with
al Comtdians, wdiich will appear Nominations are NOT closed, out one cent of expense. And 
in .Merxel tor the entire w>eek fact, today there are more what is the result? Everyone is 
starting Monday, December _4, pi-jzeg than there are active afraid they haven’t got the 
under the Auspices of the Mer- ^ndidates. Opportunity witiiout time. Everyone is afraid some 
kel Armoiy .Association. handicap is here ttxiay for one else has more brain.« and

It is hardly necessary to say entrants who will “carry more selling abilitv and more 
much about this attraction as it
has played this city several small list published to- them in their effort to‘win.
times liefore and everyone day must not be misunderstood The response to the Merkel 
knows it’s repuUtion and the The names printed are just Mail election is pitiful. Really it 
only thing left to do is to satis- nominations. The list also serv- would seem that there aie en- 
fy the public with the news is entered. Il ough men and women in Taylor
that this IS the same attniction does not indicate the LIVE, and adjoining counties w-ho 
that Mr. (den Bixink luus always a iTTIVE. condidates. have ambition and energv
presented here only that it has Many who have l>een iioini- enough to grasp this exception- 
been improved ui>oii. made some pated have so far failed to al oppoitunitv. A’ou must be 
w hat huger and at the same ¡p „„p single, solitar>- sul>- here. You must have the ability 
time presenting the very latest scriber to the Merkel Mail. Some and the friends, 
of the larger successes of the ,̂ave not even called to get an Nominations Bat Start 
East. Many new plays w ill lie official receipt b«K>k. They are. Simple nomination of a candi- 
seen and the upto date vaude- candidates in name on- date does not mean an.rthing.
ville are all special acts that iy_not'.ung more. The nomination is but the first
never fail t o ^ v e  the best of Candidates who will not pro- g^ep. the starting point. Any 
satisfaction. The Band smd Or- duce subscriptions can not hope ^pp content to rest after nomi- 
chestra IS another big feature ^.jp -phe more subscriptions p^tjop pan not get far in this 
w-ith this attraction rendering produce the more votes you election. Active work, honest ef-

„learn. The free coupons appear- jp^t. constant attention to the 
• n Y ’ the Merkel Mail from business in hand—and that
IS one that is filled with many to week are valuable only ^lone —can get votes. And votes
thrilling situations and as well in the degree in which you en- jp ^ p j subscriptions mean 
having plenty of hance your vote score by sub-'^ptes.
tions making it brimful of come- scriptions. 'There is absolutely 
dy. A Band Concert w-ill be giv- pp hope in coupons alone, 
en Monday afternoon at 
p. m. and other concerts will

With so few candidates enter 
ed, and so many of those notJ  ̂  ̂ * J • *1 OIIU oV IliAlIJ' wUxfSV Alt/w

• I (kiupons ai-e printed pnmarily y t̂  ̂ at least, manifesting any 
K* f 7 oo ^  interest. Of course l if e  or ACTIVITY the oppor-

givOT every night at ^00 p m. they do have some value, hut tupity ¡s here for some live ones
questionable when one con- .p ppter and “carry on” to win. 

u subscription ^act the more candidates
which this IS g iv ^  IS a worthy «^,06 off sets a whole bundle of'petered the less votes it takes 
one and along with the class of ppupons. 'tp ^.jp
shows given it cannot fail to when the Merkel Mail deter-, i f  twp candidates are i-unning 
give the best of satisfaction. ,r̂ îne6 to give away $1*^>jn jp^ pffjpp they must have all the 

The Heating of the tent is i n- prizes and c^h in the .Merkel between them. The winner
othei- big feature of this attiact Mail’s great Prize and Cash gift  ̂ m a jority^ver
ion as they have six la ge distribution it was thought But
stoves that furnish enough that the prize list was so lil>er- candidates seek the same
heat to make the Tent th «it e that scores would get in and p ^ ,  p̂
lust as comfortable as at your'cairy on.
home fireside. j Tlie fact that one stands to

This is a guaranteed attract-¡win up to $438.00 and that 
clean, moral and bearing. “ Everybody Wins Something”ion

the stamp of approval of both 'ought to have been enough to 
press and public for the past ten cause people to get into the 
years. Ui)d campaign and work.

have more votes than the next 
highest candidate.
“ Everybody Wins Something 
Tlien, too, in this campaign, 

“ Everybody Wins Something.” 
'There is the brand new Ford

D. W. Ashle>- 
E. R. Foster 

L. R. Stanley 
(Committee) porter.

 ̂ ^  rr iTounng cai* and other prizes,, \ou expected everyonP^n Tay' , ^
, J. . . I * ;Ther are cash commissions to-Blair, lor and .idjoining counties toi „  . .

tailing hundreds of dollars. And
Our good friend L 

was in the city recently and get in to this election, and every
remember, too. cash com-favored us with the renewal of one in Taylor county expected ^

. . . . . . .  T. . . • __  1*. missions of 15 per cent paid tohis Merkel Mail and Abilene Re you to get in. The result
is that the Merkel Mail Mail is I ((Continued on Page Eight)

/
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THE
FARMERS 

STATE BANK

Í

I

THIS BANK

—is thankful for the many 
friendships it has made 
durinp: its existance as a 
financial institution.

As we view the growth 
and development of our 
surrounding community we 
are indeed thankful that we 
have been able to be one of 
the active factoi's In this 
great advancement.

And again we are thank
ful that the coming years 
will bring new friendships 
in addition to the old, and 
an even greater desire to 
caiTy on our share of the 
active duties that make us 
singly better citizens, and 
collectively a better coin- 
mon wealth.

FARMERS ST.\TE BANK
Merkel, Texas

“There is no Subntitute 
For Safety”

Secure your Money by De
positing in a State Bank

M fiS SEARS e n t <‘:r t a in s

i'riday evning at seven-thirty 
Ml As Mossie .Sears oixmed the 
(luors of her hospitable home to 
the Primary teachers of the 
Methodist church and a few fri
ends.

The evening’s program was 
begun by singing the hymn, 
“ Higher Ground” . Mrs. Seal's 
then led the teachera in a wxird 
of prayer. Mr. Cox spoke on the 
subject: ‘‘What percent of Fail
ure in the Sunday School is 
due to the lack of pi-epardness 
on the part of the officers and 
teachers?” . This was followed 
by a round table discussion of 
the subject. Each one entering 
with spirit and enthusiasm in
to it.

Mrs. Sears had as her sub
ject: “ What steps can be taken 
in watching the congregation 
for prospective members. She 
brought forth many interesting 
and helpful ideas.

Miss Rose Laney made a lieau 
tiful talk in which she paid a 
tribute to our retiring secretary 
Miss Mabel McNees, who is 
leaving to make her future 
home in Abilene. At the con
clusion of her talk, she present- 
end Miss McNees with a pretty 
cut gla.ss basket, in behalf of 
the teachers of the Primary de- 
ipartment. I  ^ v . i  . .

F.Ver.wne then forgot busi
ness and speeches by giving 
them selves over to the joy- 
ment of the dain.v refresh
ments. 8er\’ed by the hostess. 
These consisted of Jello Fruit 
Whip topped with whipped 
cream and cherries, and served 
with cake and choc(^ate.

Before leaving for the even
ing, am* while every «me wa.s 
bubbling with file Christmas 
spirit, some one suggested a 
Christmas t iw  for the little 
folks of the Sunday school. 
After talking it over the teach 
ers decided to have a tree and 
invite the entire Sunday school 
to join with them in making it 
one happy occasion for the 
school.

MAY CHRISTMAS HAPPINESS 
Like That in the Hearts 

of Little Children 
Be Yours

Because Christmas is one of the happiest 

, days of the year to children, it also brings
f

happiness to all of us.

We hope that Christmas will fill your heart with 

happiness. May the joy of a happy family fireside, 

the warmth of re-united friendships and all the good 

things of the season be with you. And in sending our 

greetings we feel the message quite incomplete with

out expression of our sincere appreciation of all pat

ronage of the past year. We \vant you to know we 

appreciate you and will be found in 1924 putting forth 

our best efforts to sei've and please you.

W. W. CAMPBELL
OBOOEBIE8

Fine W ay to Keep a
Face Looking Happy

”  >1
Rs. La r k in  u  ■ iittie oiu ladr
who Uvea In a red bouse Just 
over the hill. The chlldreo 
M-oop by her dour-yard every 
day on their way to achuol. 

Thoy alwaya look up at her wlndowa, 
for Mrs. Larklu la sure to be at ona 
of them, DoOdinK and amillng In tUa 
ploaaautaat fashion.

Lsirklu haa rooklaa In Jara and 
Mra I.arkia ran knit red mittens 
faster than anybody elae In town. Both 
cookies and osltteiia find their way to 
the in o «^  and han^ of half tha 
chUdrea la the vlllafe.

At Ckiiatmaa timo, tho IMtIo old 
lady la boater than over. But tho 
slcoot tklnx about her la the expreo- 
•loo on her face. To say It shines, 
dooa not half dearribe the brlahtness 
od It Ono day Tilly Tinker aald to 
her:

“ What Bsakeo yonr faco )Iko a 
candle, lira  Ivarklnr*

“ Meaa yon, Tilly I” langhed the lit- 
Oe old lady, "What do yon mean?"

Tilly had difflciilty In axplalnlDf, but 
she Anally sut-raedeil In maklns 
Ijirkin anderstand what obe maant hr 
coniparlng her face to a candle.

"ITl tell you a aerret," said the tit
tle eld lady in a whiaper: "At Chrtat- 
■aa Uuie 1 always pretend I’m look- 
lag at • Chrlsnana tree I A trea with 
a ibeusarid caudlesi. everyone lighted! 
•e perhaps some of them are reSerted 
ea aiy face. It's a Ane way te keep 
a face Istoklog happy. Jnat try It

Mrs. Larkin foniid tke beat 
eoMpc for happlneaa—ohe Allod her 
he tide ..with good works and her mind 
^ Ih  |ho br^.^[teea of Ilgkted candían. 
—HMarttia B Themaa

Christinas, tke Snow
and tke Sleigk Ride

T WAS Christmas night. Tiie 
moon was shining and the 
snow spsrkled like dlsmniids

______ more rare and wonderful than
are ever seen In a Jewelry shop.

Tha bells Jlnglevl, the frosty air 
seemed to say In lit reel, cheery way:

"tin here. I tmah against your 
facssi ao you ran foel me and my cold, 
braving ways’

And the slelgb went merrily along.
Inold# the alaigh were a asan and a 

girl. And thay were aaylag things 
which may nut sound nsw to you.

"Thore Is nothing In tho world Ilka 
levg^" was oae of tho things they

I "And to bs In love, and slelgh-Hd- 
tag on Christmas night after a perfect I Chrtatnsas day—there Is nothing In the 

I werld like tt."
B«t It was as heentirnl to tham as 

Ihowgh ae ene else had ever said tbeaa 
i thtaga. For beamy Is not depeodoM 
j opwa aevalty. It depends on BacDW 
thing far deatior and truer.

Thera Is tiutbing new abuat love.
Thee« le nothing new abont Cbrtoh

■ul that doeaa't make either ed 
them any leas wonderful!— Mary Ora- 
ham Bonaer.

> •  I t  t. WM<*ni M cv a a «» « 'r a to a .)

B«Mt Beauty Parlor
for Ckristmas Tima

K RUT wreaUies for the window,
tinsel for the Christmas tree, 
holly far packagae and dowers 
for the table, but what abont 
giving some attention to our

fours T
Have you ever thought abont thatt

Drssa your fa « «  up la  a amlla.
W ear tt lata and aarly.

It puts the suDshlnc ta your eyoa, 
Aad makes your hair look eurlyi

Thero Is an iindenlnble magic la 
happlnaaa—It haanllAanl

llspplnaea makes holiday ta the 
heart, aad the faca redacta It.

Better than a thnoaand candías la 
the light a< cheer.

"J-O-T" ta the sign that hangs ever 
tho beet beauty parlor, and It serves 
men as well as women. If you would 
liocoDie kandaousa. become Joyous A rat.

And Joy comoa from living and giv
ing with ktadllneea and good will I—  
Martha B. Thomas, 

list. WMi«ni

BOTH DISAPTOINTED

A
THE FHRMERS &  MERCHANTS

National Bank
Merkel, Texas

OFFICBRS:

J. T. Warren, Freaident 

L. R. Thompson, Cashier 

Booth Warren, AssL Cashier 

Owen Ellis, Asst. Cashier

DIRECTORS:

Henry Jame«, 

Geo. P. West.

J. T . Warren,

L, R. Tbompoon, 

Sam Butman Sr.

THE FIRST OF THE YEAR 
IS aPPROACHING

When you will wish to establish 
your banking relations for the 
year 1924,

Nothing is more important to 
your busings success than a con
nection with a safe, conserva* 
tive. friendly Bank with plenty 
of funds to take care of your 
needs.

-oo-

The Farmers & Mcrchanta 
National Bank 

of Merkel

offers such a connection with a 
service unsurpassed and a history 
of twenty years of succcssfal 
management during which time 
it has

Never missed a dividend- 
Never assessed a shareholder

If you have Liberty Bonds we 
will take care o f them if you 
have them registered with us 
and placed under our time lock 
always keeping them insured 
against loss.

— -oo-----

We have three sections of the 
latest improved Safety Deposit 
Boxes in which to deposit your 
important papers, such as abs
tracts, notes and wills.

Come in and talk over with ua 
the service we have to offer.

-oo-

4'/r Interest On Deposits In 
Our Savings Department.

' r i

MR. TARPLEY EXTENDS 
THANKS

We take this method o f ex
tending our sincere thanks and 
appreciation to the good peo
ple of Merkel and the surround 
ing country, for the very liberal 
donations given us in order that 
Mr, Eai*nest Tai'pley might be 
able to obtain an artificial limb.

The fact that we were new 
citizens in the community; hav
ing arrived here on December 
2nd, makes this kindness the 
more appi'eciated, and which 
fully demonstrates the big heart 
ed, kind spirit and splendid citi 
zenship of the people of the Mer 
kel country. We would also ex
tend thanks to Mr. S. A. Coats, 
who took the initative in secur
ing this kind offering.

May the richest of blessings 
ever be upon you and each of 
you, is our sincere wish.

Earnest Tarpley & family

TEACHERS ATTEND
STA.MFORD INSTITUE

The following teachers of the 
Public School are this week at
tending the jyoint institute at 
Stamford: Miss Marie W’illiam- 
son, M ^ ge  Pierce, Martha Bird 
Susie Beilie~ Weewen, iRnii'&BB' 
Sublett, Mrs. I. L. Jackson, I. L. 
Jackson. Misses Hattie Conway, 
Bonnie Duke, Miriam Compere, 
Mamie Ellis, Julia Martin, Min
nie Coats, Eleanor Harrison, 
Lora Joiner, Julia Anne Scott, 
Alzada Pogue, Bessie Louise 
¡Yates, Mrs. E ffie Jc^nson, and 
Superintendent, R. A. Burgess.

There are eight counties co
operating in this big joint in
stitute. There will be about 
seven hundred teachers in at
tendance.

Read the Gassified Column.

Mr. O. B. Boden is this week 
making some handsome and 
commodious additions to his 
splendid home on Oak Stree.

H »—1 you'd staud nmtar
tha r.ilstletoe whMi 1 called.

She—And 1 expectad you’d have an 
an.iTul o t Cbrtatoma preaenia

ERASTUS’ CHRISTMAS TREE

"Whara's yo' Kwiuar waa tbe quea- 
tlnn, aa Braatua paaaed by with a 
food-alaad Oarlatmaa traa. ‘H's been 
aliera Fa swina," was tha rathat 
aaltfiuallcwl aaswoT/—KX Q. Uaxard. 

le, lau. Waatara Wavapasar Dataa.)

#  Nervous Break-Down

Mr s . ANNIE LANGE, ol 
R. F. D. 1, Burlington, Tex., 
writes as follows regarding 

her experience withCardui: “ Some 
time ago I had a nervous break
down of some kind. . ,  I was very 
weak and so nervous. I had faint
ing spells and suflered a great deal, 
but more from the weak, trembly, 
no-account feeling than anything 
else. I knew I needed a lonk, and 
needed it badly. 1 began the use 
of Cardui to see If 1 couldn’t get 
some strength, u  I knew ol other 
cases that had been helped by Hs

use. 1 soon saw a great improve
ment, so I kept H up. I need seven 
bottles of Cardui, and can say the 
money was well spent, for I grew 
well and strong. Am now able to 
do all my housework aad a great 
deal of work besides.“

If you arc weak, run-doera, 
nervous and suffer from the i f l-  
ments peculiar to women. It l| 
very likely that Cardui wH  hdp 
you, in the way it helped Mrs. 
Lange and has helped thousands 
of others, during the pest 40 years.

Ask for, and insist on, Cardni.

CARDUI
The Woman’s Tonic

/
«
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Our Thoughts Qo To Our Friends 
and Patrons at Christmas Time

AND W E  FIND  PLEASURE AND  SATISFACTION IN  THE FRAM ING  

OF THIS MESSAGE W ISH IN G  Y O U  AND  THOSE Y O U  LOVE

/

TheComplimentsof the Season

V

May the Santa Claus of (jood Cheer Smile on you and your household more j^en- 
erously this year than ever before and as we pass from the \  uletide season into 
the dawn of a New \  ear may you see before you the open road of happiness, peace 
of mind and heart,contentment and prosperity. Because you have meant so much 
to us we send this sincere messaji>:e to friends and patrons everywhere.

We trust that our relations have been as pleasant to you as they have to us, 
and that it will be our jijood fortune to serve you in the future.

Crown Hardware Co.

I P
, *

MRS. SMITH EXTENDS 
THANKS

(T T  FLOWERS FOR XMAS ! PRESBYTERIAN (  Hl Ri H

I take this method of extend- 
"hm int nrd appreciation
to my friends and neijfhbors 
who 90 kindly 'and jfenerously 
remembered me on my recent 
birthday. I assure yim that I 
am indeed srrateful to each and 
every one beyond my ability to 
make appropriate thanks, and 
will only ask that the good Lord 
may extend to each of you the 
richest of blessings, and of 
which you so generously de
serve. Mrs. C. B. Smith.

Carnations, (red $,5.) others 
$4. Roses, $4 to $6. Cut poinsett 
,ias, 35c to $1.00 each, (iorgeous 
I Chrysanthemums. $3. to $10. 
Glorious blooming plants. $3 to 
$6. Crated to ship, arrival guar 
anteed. Order by phone. Agent 
wanted. Abilene Flower Shop. 
Abilene, Texas.

CARD OF THANKS

Mr. C. L. McNees and family 
departed this week for Abilene 
where they have recently com
pleted a nice home in that city, 
out near Me Murray Ck)llege, 
and where they will reside in 
the future. Mr. McNees and 
family are pioneers in this city 
and stand among the best citi
zenship. We jojin many friends 
in wishing for them happiness 
and contentment in our county 
capitol.

1 We. the family of W. .T. Ozee, 
¡wish bo extend our thanks and 
appreciation to the many old 
¡friends and neighbors for their 
kindness and help in the burial 
*of our beloved husband and 
father. May the Lord’s richest 
'blessings rest upon each of you. 
Mrs. Josie Ozee, Mrs. Sam 
Sheppard, Mrs. E. V’ . Croxdale, 
Olin Ozee, Lon Ozee and Robt. 
Ozee.

In all the ser\’ice.< of this 
Church Sunday, December 23. 
will be found the spirit of Christ 
mas. Bring all the family to 
Sundav school at 10 o’clock and 
stay for the Preaching ser\’ice, 
(Tiristmas songs will be sung, 
and a Christmas .semuTi preach 
ed at the morning hour.

Monday night we \nll have a 
Christmas Tree, and a special 
program. Santa Claus will lx* 
there with a present for eveiy 
child who attend.s. We will appre 
ciate the co-operation and help 
of every one who will help us 
in seeing that Santa Claus vis
its every home in Merkel. Every 
body welcome to the Christmas 
Tree and program. Fred S. 
Rogers, pastor.

Our Christinas Days
as Thay Used to Be mann« lihiiiiiiiDnmihinonHRHiHiaHinnnmaHil '•.TiwmBHOimNneai

_____—

Œristmas Cards! New Year 
Cards! Merkel Mail Office. It.

Clay Harris of Ellis county, 
came in recently for a visit 
w'ith his sister, Mrs. M. J. 
Shaw, whom he had not seen in 
'fourteen years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw were happy indeed to 
I have him pay them a visit.

I Mr. Guy Darsey, who has 
been in California for the past 
'few months is expected home 
today.

Mrs. F. Y'. Gaither left this 
week for a visit to her parents 
at Elk City, Oklahoma during 
jthe holidays.

C O Z Y  T H E A T R E
Matinee Saturday 2 to 5:30

Friday Saturday

•THE .MOHH AN DAUGHTERS” WILLIAM S. HART

An .American Special in
•THE SH(K)TIN’ GAMBLER”

From the Book by Jack London Aliso—
Also— For Sun.shine Omedy

Christie Comedy And— Mutt and Jeff

Monday and Tuesday, D ecem ber 24th and 25th

“ THE CHRISTIAN’’= = = =
A 9-Reel Goidwyn Special

From the book by Hall Caine Directed by Maurice Tourneur 
No A dvan ce in Adm ission  Prices

OWETTMRS It M<«n« «• If th« 
"elder dar«” were the beet. 
ThiDk of their Chrletiuusee I 
Where le the grec« end gen- 
eroelty of thoee UineeT The 

■'•c* wetcuoie, the large cordlaUl;, 
the mellow fun of Innocent celobre- 
tIonaT

Herhapa we look hnch through the 
Boftening flew of instance, hat there 
la a romance, a itellcate. fine flavor 
of itoiiiething which indeed eeexue lost 
to us now.

How the neighbors rod# through the 
nniiw on horaehack to large gather
ings t How the pretfjr girl* were 
mu(ne«l In rug* and furs, skimming 
over the road in sleighs! lluw the 
bell* rippled and raiigl And how the 
wide doura flew open U> greet these 
gueets !

Ught of rendlee . . . breath of 
pine wreaths . . . «prigs of holly 
. . . and the high thrill of holiday 
thnaghts.

Laughing faces . . , graceful 
and the Virginia reel In tba evening.

It la a baartaome thing to think 
about. Let ua try to tnaert aorae of 
thU gentle beauty end epirit Into o«r 
Chrletmas day. We have not tbo 
leisure and «paclounees of those 
times, hat heerta enn reflect Ja*t as 
truly rhe Invisible yet Invincible power 
o t love and lovellneas !— Ifartha B. 
Thomaai

19H. WMt«m I9«wsipsp«r

Old Yuletide Hymn
Favorite Everywhere

HRRR la scarcely a church ef 
any denomination that does not 
»otne time during the Christ
mas season who to the stmlns 
of that beauUfuI and soul-ln- 

splrlng hynm. **0, come all ye falthful.- 
It seems to be a favorite at Tuletide 
In every land and In every cllnie, 
whether It Is sung aa above referred 
to, or In Its original form as tha 
"Ad.'ste FIdells."

The hymn was first given te tha 
world In the Thirteenth century by a 
rranciscan monk, but did not guin 
world-wide pn(iularlty for a long time 
after. The Knglish translation was 
made hy Canon Frederick Oakley over 
*Uty years ago. .Since tliat time the 
hymn has been tmnslated Into the 
langiiuge of every nation and the 
sweet and lofty wonls ring out at 
Chrlstinaa time la many remote places.

But while the Knglish translation 
ha* s«p<'r*ede»l the original Ijitln to 
a great extant, yet the beauty of the 
original compnaltlnn la such that there 
are many who still prefer to bear it 
even though the language Is not their i 
own.—Katherine Rde'man.

OOl 1*K. WmI*!« OMvn t

Qyr Sincere
Appreciation

ACCEPT 01 R BEST CHRIS'TMAS 

WISHES

I VYe like to come in the gladsome holiday sea
son to express the pleasure we have derived 

"  from our business dealings with our larffe 
I  number of patrons.

 ̂ It is a pleasui'e to do business amonR such a 
people as we have here and we assure you that 
we appreciate your business.

\Y e wish you the happiest and best Christmas 
you ever experienced. And may 1924 brinjf you 
36b days of brijrht. happy, pi-osperous days.

WEST COMPANY
25 years of Bettor Service.

I
• imriimii inniiiiin nriintiiiifkiiiiiMiMiniii
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Good Byo Old Year -  WelGomo to tho New
A MESSAGE FROM THE HEART TO OUR LO 7AL

FRIENDS AND  PATRONS
The year just closing seemed short to us, but we presume it passed quickly because 
we were busy, and the fact that we have been busy prompted us to stop with the 
sounding of the signal or the passing of 1923 to give thanks for the patrons who 
have made our business possible.

And This Is Our New Year Wish For You
>

May the sunshine be brighter, the sky more blue, friends more true and your pathway 
free from any obstructions to hinder your success and happiness. M ay the opportu
nity for helpful service come to you and may 1924 bring you new and broade visionr 
of life that will prove helpful and inspiring to you and those about you.

T o  all of our patrons we send our best wishes and our hearty thanks for patron" 
age, large or small. W e  want to serve you in 1Q24.

Liberty Hardware Company
The Only Exclusive Hardware Store in Merkel

The Merkel Mail MERKEL FOOTBALL
„   ̂ , BANQUET

Plbliahird Every Friday Morning by | ________
H I ■EHEl 1*11 ft«T III6 '" f  I r  j.

ris iti ilill« l. Mtttr »<  liu itr  j Friday evening at Ld s
------------ ------------------------- Cafe in Merkel the football

SU 3> : t iprio-a fi.w  PEK y e a r

1ST. QUARTERLY CONFER- | 
ENTE HELD AT THE 
METHODIST ( HURCH i

MR. H. R. HICKS FOR 
COMMISSIONER Receiring Christmau

G ifu  U  *  Fine Art

TELEPHONE No. 61

Bfits-rad at th« posioltica at Mirkal 
TeibM as second class'mail matter.

: — —- bers of the ¡iquad, and their ence for the M. E

In coming before the voters 
Presiding Elder, \V. M. Lane, of pi-ecinct No. 2 asking for 

squad of the Merkel High accompanitd by Mrs. Lane, their vote and influence for the 
School gave a banquet honoring drove over from Abilene Tues-!office of County Commissioner, 
their coach, Mr. I. L. Jackson, day evening, and while here I realize the great respon.sibility 
In attendance were the mem- held the 1st. Quarterly Confer-^resting upon the commissioner’s 
bers of the .squad, and their ence for the M. E. Church in court.

A LL  ADVERTISMENTS MUST friends, the high school this city. | The building and up keep of
BE IN THIS OFFICE BY SIX faulty, the board of trustees,! The Conference was one of our county road.s, bridges and 
O’CLOCK P. M. WEDNESDAY following especially in- the best ever held by the local'county buildings, making the
FOR INSERTION IN  T H A T g u e s t - s :  Coaches, Y. P. church; in that all depaitmentsjtax rate, and other duties very
^^EEK’S ISSUE OF THE M AIL A. B. Hayes, of Sim-'made interesting and splendid important, but the most iin-

__ mens College, L. R. Thompson, reports.
Rev. Fred S. Rogers, and Judge] The pastor. Rev, T. J. Rea,Fvei.1t Adveni.m« r«e»re.emviee__

THE AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

TURKEY CHASE BRINGS

Cummings.

poi-tant of all, is the way they 
handle the Finance of the coun-

imade his report and .same show- ty.
Superintendent Roger A. Bur ed splendid and excellent pro- 

gess acted as toast master. Ex- press had been made to-date 
BIG CROWD TO MERKEL cellent talks were made by eachiwith the best of prospects for

--------  of the especially invited guests, one of the best, if not the best
The big “Turkey Chase” on Coach 1. L. Jackson, and "orat-^the church has seen in many 

last Saturday, where in the busi ions’” were delivered by each years.
ness men of Merkel threw from member of the squad. A t the! -----------------
the tops of the businses houses close of the banquet Buford | Buy that boy an all wool two
some 25 big fat turkeys. Smith was re-elected captian of pants suit for Christmas. You 
brought an unusually lai'ge the squad. jean get them at a big reduction
crowd to town, and the occassion* Under the excellent coaching now at BROWN’S. It
enjoyed and appreciated by all of I. L. Jackson, the team luis 
whether they participated in the been able to make a winning of 
scramble for a turkey or not.  ̂seven games out of nine played.

The idea of having the occas- Great hopes are entertained for

Senior B. Y. P. U. Program

Doctrinal meeting— Chri.stian
sion was originated by the Hon. a strong team anotlier year, the Fellowship.
J. C. Mason, who is a natural squad losing but one of their Leader: Lillian Craig, 
born “booster” for any and all team by graduation. Introduction, by leader,
things that will bring the peo-1 ^ ----------------- 1, An old testament picture, jjood condition
pie of the town and community | A C.YRD OF THANKS ,by Ola Sharp. j j for every thing that will
together and make happiness, I — | 2  ̂ New Testament fellow'ship,benefit every one, and make our

It is but justice to the voters 
that they should know the 
things for which I stand, before 
they give me their support.

I .Ym .\gainst
I am against graft in any 

form from the .smallest to the 
greatest.

I Am For
I am for economy, but not 

lose a dollar to save a dime.
I am for a square deal for 

everyone.
I am for value received for 

every dollar paid out. ^
I am for going foi'ward and 

not backward.
I am for good roads kept in

jprecinct and county a betterand he 'f  due the credit for the We wish to thank our fri- by Floyd Dowell.
success of same. ends and neighboi-s for their | 3. Church fellowship, the place in which to live,

-----------------kindness shown ua during the truest, by Nina Miller. j f  [ am elected I promise to
COLORED SCHOOL BEGINS sickness and death of our deari 4. Fellowship and Sacrifice, j^ive this precinct my best ef- 

JANUARY 1ST. n>other, Mrs. J. E. Gregoi7  and by Selena Teaff. forts, and will endeavor to get
--------  also the ones that brought and  ̂ 5 . Our duty toward fellowship

The Cclored School, we are sent the beautiful flowers. ,by Nell Swann, 
glad to announce will begin in Mrs. Ellington and family 6. Fellowship in the friendly
Merkel on Monday, January 1st. Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Petterson. service, by Grady Collins, 
and all colored children are ur-| -  - '■ ■ | 7. Fellowship to avoid,
ged to be in attendance. I The Merkel Mail has both by Althea Boden.

We also wish to thank our Christmas and New Year cards. 
W’hite friends for their inter- Come in and look them over, 
est and help in getting this Have you got ’EM? What?
much needed school established, -----------------
and which we hope will be of Why your Christmas Cards I 
much benefit to the children of The Merkd Mail has the best
our race.

Rev. E. W’ . Wiley. 
Quincy Paine.

to be found. It

About 15 acivs of land from 
which will give wood for the

Christmas

every thing that is due it. If 
you are in favor of these prin
ciples I will appreciate your 
vote and influence.

Respectfully, 
Henrv R. Hick.*«

r  COURSE, ere rj gift glrcn 
tnmnt alau ■ gift received. 
OirUtmaa alwaja ha* tw» 
sidca. and eeruUnIj tbere ia 
great joy In receiving the tok

en« of love and frlendahlp that cooie to 
aa, not hecanae of their money value, 
for mriet gift« are hovght for amall 
auma, hot be<-aiiae they convey to ua an 
e*pre»s|»n of innieone'a affection. I 
heard a young girl remark when a lit
tle gift came to her. “Well, that didn't 
tireak anyone'« bank.” What a pity. 
A« If Chrlatma* could hare In It great 
joy for ao>'one who looked for the 
price tag on a gift Our character la 
likely to he rerenled by the apliir of 
our receiving quite as well as by the 
spirit of niir giving. It la thla fine 
art of receiving well that will not only 
niuke Christmaa the more joyona, but 
wilt also l>e an all-year virtue. If It 
Is culUvated In our bearta.—P. H. 
Sweet.

Ittt. WMt«m UbIm .)

U K E  MANY OTHERS

Have you for gotten those 
Christmas Cards that you in
tended buying? Get them at 
the Merkei Mail office. it.

any member of 
** *  «Teat saving

NOW.— Brown Dry Goods Com-

8. Fellowship in service, by 
Hariy McCandless.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Stewart 
Now is the time to buy him Grimes on the 19th a daughter; 

that suit or overcoat. A giftlwhich will no doubt bring joy 
that is worth while. Brown Dryland happiness to them Ixith. 
Goods Co, It

Have you for gotten those 
Christmas Cards that you in-

grubbing of same, at my home tondpd buying? Get them at

Have you got 'EM? What?j 
Why your Christmas Card.s! 
The Merkd Mail has the besti

Cards I Merkel -.îcil Office. It. place. Tom Largent.

m

Itp.^the Merkel Mail office. It. ¡to be foond. I t i

“She sa.vt her husband attends 
church regularly.”

“Yes. be guea with her to tho 
Chrlstmua service every year."

SAFETY FIRST

The Christmas shop[iers hea1tnte<l at 
the crowded street croaatng. To try 
to get over aeemed like an attempt to 
dodgo fate. Automobiles dashed hy 

intlnuoua procesalun. The tall 
however, convoyed a group 

battleabip leading a 
schoonera. But one old lady 

linger^ afraid to launch away, unUI 
coura^ came with the pollceman'n 
aasurawoe: “Come right along, ma’m, 
you'ro Juat at aaft with nao aa If yon 
waa la OoCa pockotl”—OL O. HaaarR 

(•> If at. Wsatsva Nvi

pany. It.

P R O F E S S  IO  N  A L

THOS. C. WILSON

The Jeweler

Watches, Clocks and Jewelry 

Repaired

AJl Work Guaranteed

Located at Merkd Drug Co.

DR. R. I. GRIMES  

Physician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 6 p.ra. 

Phones 105-163 Res. 166

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 

Surgeon Dentist 

OfiRce over Fanners State Bank 

Office Phone 306

G. W. JOHNSON 
Insurance— Notary Public

Over Woodroof— Bragg’s Stora. 
Merkel — :— Texas

aoago rate, a  
In a wintlnuoui 
ItollcvBan. Iiuw< 
arroaal like a 
flock of schnon

W. W. W H EELER

Real Estate, Fire, Accident rimI  
Tornado Insurance Agent. 

Notary Public.

Office over Crown Hardware Co. 
Merkel — :—  Texas

Read the Clasaified GolamB.
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As Father Time Draws the Curtains of Time
On IQ23 We Pause to Think

And as we look back over the days of the year gone by, we see some things we might have done and 
some we might have left undone, but one thing we feel is as unchanged as it was the day we entered 
business, and that is sincere appreciation of our patrons and our earnest desire each day to serve them 
better. The approach of a new year brings renewed interest in our regular patrons and strengthens our 
desire to serve others. But in the midst of it all we stop to “ take stock”  so to speak and we find on 
hand a generous supply of good wishes, so we pass this one along to you.

May 19 2 4  Be The Best Yeu Have Knewn
Bringing to you the joys that come from health, prosperity and contentment. W e  want to thank you 
for your patronage during the old year. W e  assure you that we have striven in word and action to 
merit your confidence and good will and with the coming of 1924 we anticipate the pleasure of contin
uing to number you among our friends and customers. This message, we hone will find its u/aw tr. 
those who have helped to make this business what it is today. ^  *°

WEST TEXAS 
UTILITIES COMPANY

■ W i m  11.^  .HiariXliHuainiHiii lan iM H M B n ■rWHM muT H — i '0> I
iB»«ii3WKiui an wiMumr-j
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OUR BEST  

W I S H E S
imNiiiionmiiiMi I.MWMU iMtn

We welcome the season that gives us the pleas

ure of extending our best wishes to our many 

customers and friends.

May the 
Yuletide 

Season Make 
Happy the 
Closing of 

1923
iriMlWWWWB-WIIHIIUIIi.PllimilllllOtlltMtllMOIItllimwWHHWWIIIMItllllllllllOliMIIIIIIWIIitMlMa

And may 1924 bring you unlimited iwrtions of 

the things you most desire to the end that real 

happiness and pros|)erity may be yours.

NOTICE OF BOND ELECTION |this notice is issued pursuant to 
' - Isaid order.

N o tic  i .  hereby »i»en  T H A T  I ‘ hie 10th 0 .y of Deceo,
an election will be held at the|‘^ _
Fire Station in the town of Mer
kel, within the Merkel Indeperd

Signed:— R. O.
President of the

Anderson, 
Board of

14t3.

RAWELIGH’S PRODrCTS

When in need o f any of the 
celebrated and well known Raw 
leigh Products call on me at the 
McGhee Hamburger stand on 
Main Street or Phone 147. Sat
isfaction guaranteed or money 
refunded. E. B. Barnes. 16t8p

LAYING HENS PAY 
Make ’em Lay and Pay—Feed
. MARTIN EGG PRODUCER . 

And get more Eggs or your 
money back

ilartin ’H Roup Tabteta, Blue Bug 
Remedy and Taroline Guar

anteed by
SANDERS DRUG STORE

Woodrum Filling Station

ent school District on the 18th Trustees o f Merkel Independent 
day of January 1924 to deter- i
mine whether the bonds of said ATTEST: . O. Boney, Secre
¡district shall be issued to the|J*'’>’ ‘’ f of Trustees of the
'amount of $40,000.00 payable Independent School Dis-
'serially as follows, to w it:— i^rict. ^
'$1000.00 on the first day of F”eb 
ruaiTi 1925, and $1000.00 on the 
first day of Febi*uary each and 
every year there aHer to and 
including the year 1964 and 
bearing interest at the rate of 
8 percent per annum for the pur 
pose of constructing and equip
ping a public free school build
ing of brick material, and pur
chasing a site therefor within 
said district, and if there shall 
be $1000.00 annually levied and 
collected on all taxable proper
ty in said district for the cur
rent .year and annually there 
after while said bonds or any of 
them are outstanding, a tax suf 
ficient to pay the current inter
est and provide a sinking fund 
sufficient to pay the principal at 
maturity.

B. C. Gaither has been ap
pointed manager of said election 
which shall be held as nearly as 
possible in conformity with thf- 
general election laws of the 
state.

No person shall vote at said 
lelection unless he be a qualified 
voter under the Constitution and 
laws o f the state of Texas and a 
tax payer in said Merkel Inde
pendent School District.

Those in favor of the issuan
ce of the bonds and the levying 
!of the tax shall write or print 
on their ballots ’TOR THE 
BONDS AND THE T A X ;" and 

,those against th issuance o f the 
l>onds and the levying of the 
[tax shall write or print on their 
[ballots, “ AGAINT BONDS 
AND THE TAX.”

Said election was ordered by 
the board o f trustees of said 
Merkel Independent School Dis
trict by order passed on the 
10th day of December 1923 and

Len Sublett
Water well Driller, 
all work guaranteed 
first-class.

Merkel, Texas

Constipatioii

TQ N|i_

There are Many Ways 
to Say It

But There is Music 
in the Words

Merry
Christmas

Happy New Year

THAT H LLS  OUR 
HEARTS WITH 

JOY

Mav the cheery grace of this Christmas day 
bring the smile of .satisfaction to your face and 
may your activities during the new year be a 
service to the world and a source of rich revenue 
to your income.

Accept our thanks for your 1923 business. We 
want you to continue with us in 1924.

Merkel Lumber Co.
Wni. P. ('arey Company, Owners 

EsUblLshed 1881
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THE MERKEL MAIL

j The Season of fiood Cheer and Happiness
Finds Us Mindful of Our Good Friends and Patrons, So W e

Pause to Wish You

A Real Old Merrie Christmas

and as we do so we like to recall the pleasant dealings o f the past year and as the cur
tains are being drawn on 1923 we find much to feel thankful for. W e value the friend
ship and confidence of the people and will be found always striving hard not to disap
point you in any way.

So we come in this season of happiness and rejoicing to take the opportunity to 
sincerely thank you for your patronage and good will and to extend to you our sincere 
wish that yours will be a Merry Christmas and the New Year one of Happiness, Pros
perity and Success.

Max Mellinger
^ r

FORD REPAIR WORK

To my friends and the public 
1 am prepared to do your Ford re 
pairing work, and will appreci
ate your business. All wwk 
guaranteed. Earl T. Pribble, 
Merkel. Route 3. Itpd.

NEW FEED STORE

We have opened a 
store on Kent street

.^TITH SPECIAI^S

Ml’S. Kirby Becl^  and-.̂ baby 
daughter, Bettie UBooth 
here to spend the Kljlidays 
her parents, Mr. an̂
W'arren.

new’ feed Stith communty has been 
and can ̂ blessed with a few days of pret- 

fill your wants in this line. W illity fair weather, here lately, 
be glad to have your business. | Rev. B. L. Davis filled his 
Phone 161. Gazzaway and regular place at Stith Baptist 
Polly. tf. church Sunday morning at 11

___________ ¡o’clock, and Sunday night also.
■There being a large crowd Sun- 

Mrs. Roger A. Burgess left day morning, but a small crowd
Monday morning 

here she will

/

for Lubbock, 'at the night services, 
spend Christ-1 The singing at Stith Sunday 

!mas with relatives. Mr. Burgess evening was very good. A fam- 
w’ill join her there later. |i|y or two from Hodges were

■— ..... I pi’esent.
Stith School was out last Fri

day. and will not start again un
til aftr the holidays. The pupils 
have done a splendid months 
work.

Mr. A. M. Wimberly and wife 
of Abilene visited the laters 
piirents Sunday.

Mr. J. M. Byrd and family 
took dinner with Mr. Jim Brid
ges Sunday.

Mr. R. L. Davis took dinner 
with Mr. Ira Stanley.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Ford 
took dinner with Mr. Ii’ven Bur
ton Sunday.

Mr. Fletcher Jones and fam
ily accompanied by Mr. E. L. 

I Kelso spent Monday of this 
week in Abilene on business. 
Mr. Jones bringing back a big 
Gardner car.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Kelso have 
moved to their new home one 
half mile south of Stith, and 
are giving a musical Saturday 
night, December 22. And every 
one is urged to come. Cake is 
going to be served, and lots of 
good music to listen at, and fun 
for all. So come! Come.

It is always better for the bor
rower and for the depositor to 
do business with a conservative 
bank. The Farmers and Mer
chants National Bank solicits 
your business on that basis and 
will have plenty of money to 
supply the needs of its custo
mers. tf

I
Sli't
I
Sli'

t

1923
An Appreciation of 

Your Gift to Us
You ha/e given us a priceless gift— one that enabled 

us to build this business to what it is at the present 

for without YOUR CONFIDENCE we would not en- 

iov the business we have today. To merit this confi

dence and to sei’ve you better is our hope and desire. 

To know that we enjoy your confidence and friend- 

shin has raised this business above a place to merely 

sell merchandise, and has made it an institution built* 

upon a foundation of sei’vice.

Your Confdence--
Is the greatest asset this business has. We thank 

you for all the past favors and wish you the joys of 

the Yuletide season and a Happy, Prosperous New 

Year.

Merkel Drug. Co,

The Merkel Mail has both 
Christmas and New Year cards. 
Come in and look them over.

V - t v *  ^
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The Merkel Mail is Hnnouncing a tremendous gift dislribution which it 

was hoped Mould help to collect up arrearages and subncilption accounts 

and possibly secure mure readers to this paper.

In planning this advertising event, the Merkel Mail has tried not to be 

“ cheap,”  glance at the prize list will verify this statement. Many 

times as much money has t>een appropriated for distribution as is usual in 

tou ns of this size.

Jil.500.00— Think of it! Fifteen Hundreds of Dollars is to be distribut

ed in a very few weeks to those who participate in their spare moments.

The response to date— the lack of intere.st— is discouraging. Few per

sons have entered their names and fewer have even attempted to secure 

a subscription or a renewal.

Eu.sily inure suliscriptions have been paid at the office since the cam

paign was Jiniioupced— hv .-.ubscribers in the regular course of business— 

than most of the participants have brought in.

Now Th'* Merkel Mail is going through with this proposition.

The car and all the hundreds of dollars in cash are going to be given 

away just iis announced. The .Merkel Mail will never back down ona propo

sition or a oromise.

But— it would seem that more people, who are just as live a<̂  people In 

other communities— iust as wide awake, certainly just as intelligent—  

would realizo that oppnrtiinit> for profit is here before it is too late.

Consider w hat vour spare time the next few weeks may mean to you. 

Make up >our mind noiv to participate in The Merkel Mail’s SI..500.00 gift 

di.strii)ution. A little parne.'t effort now is better than all the regrets and 

I-w ish-Miad's after it is too late.

If you are alive, if you have the spark of business judgment, the leasts

ambition to better yourself financially and add to your income, get in your

name. Show a little action and make more money in your spare moment-s
/

than most p«‘ople make in a year. You’ll never again in this section have 

such an opportunity, we’ll wager you that! Never again will a newspaper 

in I hi.' Icrritoiv offer such award.s.

H e r e  A r e  T h e  V a l u a b l e  P r iz e s

LATEST MODEL FORD TOURING CAR
Purchased from Merkel Motor Co.

BEAUTIFUL UIAMONU RING
Value. $1.50.00

Bought from Sanders Drug Store

BEAUTIFUL DIAMOND RING
Value. $60.00

Bought from Sanders Drug Store

LIFE SCHOLARSHIP IN RRAUGHON’S 
BUSINESS COLLEGE AT ABILENE

Value, $.H.5.00

LADIES’ BEAUTIFUL WRIST WATCH
Value, $.30.00

Bought from Merkel Drug Co.

Hundred Dollars CasH
A  aoedal fund of $600 in cash has been appropriated. to be distributed in the form of salaries among non-prize winners on a fifteen per cent basis. Any candidate! 

wh^reaudas active through the campaign, making regular report, but fails to win one of the prizes offered will participate in this commission feature. Think of it! 

Fifteca per cent of every subocriptioa you collect goes.into your own pocket if you fail to win a prize. This arrangement assures compensation to. all candidates 

and means there wiO be no losers in this race. Can anything be more fair or liberal than this? Get into the campaign early while votes count the most and subscrip

tions are easiest to secure, and win one of the valuable gifts

For Further Information Call, Phone or Write Campaign Manager

THE MERKEL MAIL
b-i' "V .-'i-

TELEPHONE 61 MERKEL, TEXAS
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T H E  B U eiN E S S  T H A T  

S E R V IC E  B U IL T

MerrY Christmes To You
We all welcome [the season when 

the feeling of love abounds and un
selfishness hnds expression in gifts 
that are given and kind words that 
are spoken. It is hne to think of giv
ing instead of receiving. How fíne it 

would be if we could have the spirit of this glorious 

season with us always. May it come to you this 

Christmas and remain with you all the days of 1924 

is our earnest wish.

Permit us at this opp<>rtunity to g'ive thanks to 

all our loyal friends for the busine.<s entrusted to our 

care in 1923. Favor us with a continuance of your 

patronage and we will never give you cause to regret.

MERKEL DRY GOODS CO.

.vm .«^rNDAV s in ( ; in (;

As the time is drawing near 
for our next 5th Sumlay Sing
ing, which meets at Nubia the 
30th of this month, C wish to 
refresh the minds of all those 
interested in gtK)d singing to be 
all tuned up for the occasion. So 
come andbring your dinner and 
song book, of w’hat ever kind 
you may have and will. Say! 
that new Vaughn book will be 
there and is full to the back of 
new songs, which are very rich 
and will be delightful to all and 
probably just as good as your 
present book.

I earnestly ask*all classes in 
this union singing to be there 
in full force and at least to have 
a repi’esentative present, and 1 
sincerely ask the co-operation 
of one and all, that this con
vention may meet with the 
same advancement under my 
charge as it did under the lead
ership of my friend, Mr. E. L. 
Eason. But I feel suip you will 
give me your full co-operation 
in this case it can not fail and 
will add this one word, let’s 
not make any engagements 
that will conflict or hinder us 
in any way of being there.

Let us feel that there is 
something for every one to do 
to put this over the top as it 
should be, and I shall leave noth 
ing undone to make it a success 
and I feel sure that all are go
ing to give me their very be.st 
efforts. So I am thanking you 
in advance for your efforts in 
this singing move. We invite all 
singers to be here. Come one, 
oome all and roll the singing 
ball. Respectfully yours,

Tom Spears.

SHILOH HAI*PEM.\(;s

W e Greet You

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

BRIGHT, HAPPY NEW

YEAR.

We are more thoughtful at this season than 

ever. You have been very generous and we are 

delighted that it seems to us you were pleased 

writh our goods and our service.

With grateful hearts we thank you and wish 

each one of you a joyous Christmas and a New 

Year richer in its goodness to you than any you 

ever before experienced.

J. T. DARSEY
Furniture Company

W e Thank You

Health of the community is 
very good at present.

Mr. and Mrs, Gordon Howell 
spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. 
.Weatherby near Trent.
I Mr. and Mrs. Mar\’in Jones 
visited the home of J. H. Gray
son and C. W. Seago Sunday 
night.
j Mr. W. R. and E. H. (Jray.son 
and families spent Sunday with 
R. W, Condor of Mei'kel.

I Mrs. J. H. Grayson is suffer
ing with a sore leg at present, 

j  Mr. Marvin and Bill James 
and wifes, Mr. Hardy and Level 
Rutledge, wives and babies 
spent Sunday with Mrs. B. T. 
James.
‘ Bill Brown and wife spent 
Sunday night with Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Green.
! 'The box supper at Shiloh has 
been postponed for a while.
I 'There will be a Christmas 
tree at the Shiloh Church on 
Christmas eve night. Every one 
come and help make it a success. 
There will be a real Santa Claus 
for the amusement of the child
ren, as well as for the grown 
ups.
I There w ll be preaching at the 
church next Sunday.
! Mrs. F. T. Naron is on the 
sick list this week.
! 'The cold spell last week was 
appreciated very much as al
most every one killed hogs, and 
those good old spare ribs were 
great. Yum! Yum!

I — Brownie

Mrs. W. A. Cozart and two 
sons, Fred and JIarvin, of Okla
homa City, accompanied by her 
sister Mri. F. C. Frederick Ron, 
arrived on their way to Phoenix 
Arizona. They stopped over for 
a short visit with their parents 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Frederickson 
'They were joined by Miss Chris 
tena Cozart. Tliey are traveling 
overland.

In the Spirit of 

Appreciation

For the Friend.ship, the Patronage and Co

operation of an Appreciative Host of 

Friends During the Year 1923, this 

store, its management and 

all employeH join in

Sincere Good 

Wishes for 

C h ristm as a n d  

th e  N e w  Y ea r

May your light of hope shine forth with in

creasing brightness, lighting your pathway to 

the realization .of .your .most, cherished ambi

tions.

BVRTON-LINtO CO.
Dealers in Lumber, Builders Hardware, Window 

Glass, Paints and OiUl

i

V,

» r 1

>

FIRST CLAS LAUNDRY 
SERVICE

If you want first class Laun- 
^dry seivice we do it. Any and 
all kinds of it. Geaning and 
pressing, dyeing at reasonable 

¡m'ices. ^mi-Finish, or family 
I washing everything included
.except Silk goods, at 10 Ib. min
imum, 10 cents per pound. 
Phone 218 or leave at Petty’s 

,or West's or City Barber 
'Shop.. t f
I ' --------------
Read the CUasified Column.

■DHtuwi;«
ms

-Greetings-
1924

9m
J

With the arrival o f 1924 our 
hearts are filled with apprecia
tion of the patronage of our 
friends for we claim our patrons 
as our friends.

With hearty Greetings and 
sincere good wishes for your 
happiness and prosperity during 
the New Year, we thank each of 
you sincerely and trust it will 
be our good pleasure to serve 
you in the futnre.

Gulf Refining Co.
W. F. COLUDAY, LOCAL AGENT

k.
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May The Joy Bells of the Yuletide 

Season Ring Merrily For You

and Yours

Because of the opportunity it affords us to extend to you our expressions of 
good will, we welcome the happy Yuletide season.

To each of you we tender our sincere good wishes for a joyous Christmas 
and unending happiness and prosperity for the New Year.

W e trust that our relations have been as pleasant to you as they have to us 
and that it will be our good fortune to serve you in the future.

Barrow Furniture Co.

y

ANNOUNCING ANNUAL

BARGAIN
QMS

. From Now UntO 
December 15tb

•TAR'TELEQRAM  
Horn« Radio WBAP ON THE

STAR-TELEGRAM
F « i Wordi’s Only Texas Owned Newspaper

MORNING EDITION
Caraaot PraduM 

Poultry 
Priooo

COMPLETE
MARKETS D

Quick Novwo 
and Market

Sorwico

DURING BARGAIN DAYS— Now Until Dec. 15th—  
the Rate Has Been Reduced Daily and ^*7  J C 
Sondriy one year, from 110.00 to .........  w i  a ^ i l

Daily Except Sunday one year from ( T  A f
$8.00 to ...................................................

Political Campaign Next Year
During the coming exciting pt^itical campaign 
in Texas, a metropolitan Texas owned newspa- 
per which will report the entire race, completely 
and impartially, is a necessity if  you wish to 
be as well informed as your neighbor.

TEN LEASED WIRES
The big Sunday paper prints many exclusive clean 
features suitable for all the family. Be sure and 
include it in your order.

Circulation Largeat in Texas.
Over 95,000 Daily—110,000 Sunday

Now Higher Than Erer Before.

Save Money— Order Today

A N  A P P R O P R IA T E  ( i lK T  
T H E  M E R K K l. M A I L

Let us suggest as a suitable 
gut for any one. The Mer
kel .Mail. For the small sum 
of $1.50 we \̂ ill send the 
paper to anyone for a whole 
year— 52 weeks.
.■\nd by subscribing for 

the Mail now you will be 
permitted to cast your vot
es for your favorite candi
date in our great prize gift 
distribution “ Everybody 
Wins” campaign which is 
just starting. This is a rare 
opportunity to do a real 
kindness that will not cost 
you a penny more than you 
will otherwise pay for the 
paper. Who knows but 
what your vote may be the 
deciding factor in the race?

Do not wait for your fav
orite candidate to call on 
you for a subscription, be
cause he or she may not be 
able to see you before the 
campaign closes, but bring 
your subscription to The 
Mail office and specify at 
the time to whom you wish 
to give your free votes and 
they will be credited to the 
proper person.

Elsewhere in the papier is 
printed a list of the candid
ates for the magnificent 
prizes that we will award.

The Sum and 
Substance

o f being a subscriber to this 
paper ia that you and your 
family become attached to 
i t  Th e paper becomea a 
member o f the family and 
ita coming each week wdll 
be as welcome aa the ar
rival o f anyone tha f a dear.

It wfll k«rp joa lnfons«e oa 
tlw dolBC* of Ui* oommanity «oa 
tbc barfMna of tbo morchaBts 
ragolarty ^wordeed will aiiabl« 
yao to m r t  roany ttasM tho coot 
of tbo aabaeripHoo.

m
' 1

F TH E  TMl aplrtt o f Clirlat- 
maa la w lth lo ua wa will, a  
Initaril. Bnd that it la m or. 1 ; 

bi.aaad to a lvo tbaa to raealaa. I 
and wa w ill ( iv a  out o f  tha fu ll- ' ' 
na.a o f our honrta and bMaiiao | | 
o f ttao ]oy that a latas briaca ua. * | 
Inat.ad o f from any otbor mo- * > 
tiao So to cot tho roal ley  o f 
C ivinc and to rocolaa tba rlcb- 
naaa of tho Chrlatmaa apirit la 
fullaat maaaura, ciao bacauaa 
your haart prompta yea te and 
forçat aU alaa.— Katborlaa Bdal- 
maa.

^  iQ. I t i t .  W m iw a Nowapapaa O alaa ) -

^lerkel Route,
21t2p

j jF̂ OR SALE— Wood at ^.00 per 
!load. See E. B. Barnes, Phone 

__________________ _̂________ 147. 2U2.
FOR SALE

j FOR SALE]— Best quality Half 
FOR SALE— A good double ;and half Cotton Seed. Made rec- 

 ̂ now cultivator, at a Bargain, ord of better than 45 percent 
I 'Also 3 airdale puppies for sjile. Lint last year. Write for prices. 

J. W. Teaff. Up Rhodes Bros. Huron, Tenn. 21t4

WANTED

**lt It More Bleated to
Give Than Receive**

HIS baa nothlnc to do with 
baoka ur urliifa acrouDta; bat 
more niuney ia aapod at Chrlat- 
maa tioie than any otltor tlioe 
of the year. Tw. caved. That 

may aound absurd to a lot of people 
who have spent all thair money buyta( 
prepenta for their famlliee and friends 
and netchbora, but It Is tme Jnst tba 
aama. HowT Why, becanae glvia)i 
Is tbe flneat port of asvUtc. and net 
only aavlns, but Inreatlng. Bvary good 
gift la a permanant gain to tba giver; 
It la better than a bank book carrying 
the samo amouaL for a gift la more 
truly a paving than credit account an 
a bank ledger. If you want to aave 
your monty, give It away—wtaMy. 
Doaa that aonnd nnrenaonablaT Re
member. It la more Meaaed t# give 
than receive.—V. H. Sweet.

19SI. W m Cot«

AUNT MEHITABLE'S PRESENT

Aunt Mehltable bad a powerful and 
active Imagination that often kept her 
awake. She waa ever creating diffl- 
cultles by Imagining them and rnnklng 
thingp crooked by tryln. to atralghteii 
them oot. “Hiram.“ aald alie. "I 
can't think what baa got Into (ieorge; 
I didn't like tba way ha looked at ns 
thla morning.“

“Probably be waa thinking of aome 
bod.v elae.“ anawered ber brother.

“Gerirge.“ began bla aunt the next 
day. “what was tbe matter with you 
yeaterday morning, yon looked aonrer 
‘n plcklen.“

“Nothin’ waa the matter with ma,“ 
aald tba boy, “I waa pnaalln' over your 
Ctartatroai preaent“ Than he added. 
“Since yon'ra a« mighty annpicloua, 1 
guest I'll giva It up.” Bat remembar 
tag bar goodneaa of heart Ueorce re
lented. and, when the day that 
away all naplcaanataana eanaa ravad. 
A n t  Ifebltabla bad a new nIgktasRi 
—C  O. Hnaard.

itaa. Wastara Wioaaacii OMsa.)

FOR SALIi— 120 acres land 60 
in cultivation. R. L. Bland, Abi-'
letie. Texas. ,WANTED— Man with family,

,with experience for farm work.
of good 

Ilpd.
FOB .SALE-16« acre farm, 8 '’ " ' f ' ,
: miles north of .Merkel. *27.50 ® » ’“J '" '“
per acre. Good terms. J. C. Ma
son. Merkel. Up

LOST

FOR SALE— 120 acre farm, 2 
miles South East of Trent. $32.- 
50 per acre. Good terms. J. C. Finder return to 
^lason.

LOST—Checked dress coat be
tween Merkel and John Toombs 
place. Initials inside are H. B.

Walton Bar- 
Itp. ber Shop and receive re

ward. Itp
FOR SALE!— About 12 large 
work mules from 4 to 8 years 
old. Call at the Home State 
Stiite Bank, Trent. L. C. Mur
ray. 2U2p.

ANOTHER HOLIDAY 
WEDDING

Eld. W. G. Cypert, in his usu- 
FOR SALE}— W'ood. I have'al appripriate and happy man-
some cord wood to sell in Fren- ner, pronounced the words that 
ch Pasture. CSee T. J. Amason, bound in holy wi>dlock, Mr. N. 
Route 4. 7t4p H. Eoff, o f Noodle, and Miss

-----------------  Beatrice Patton, at the former’s
FOR SALE— Farm of 220 acres home on Wednesday afternoon 
and one of 90 acres, all well im- at three o’clock, 
proved and not rented. So can | Both the contracting parties 
give immediate po.ssessicn. J are fine young ixH)ple; being of 
M. Williamson, route 2. 2U2p the best families o f the commun
I ----------------- it.v, and have a host of friends,
|FOR SALE}— 'Three sections of with whom this paper joins in 
land four miles South of Abi- extending congratulations and 
lene on pike road. Tracts cut'good wishes, 
large or small to suit purchaser.
¡Terms easy. See W. C. Lasley— 
¡Abilene, Texas. 7t4

Our good friend J. T. Van- 
trees, of route four, was here 
recently and made this office an 
appreciated visit.

Sam Swann, splendid local gin 
1341 man was in Dallas this week on

FOR SALE]— My home which 
is well improved. 5 room house 
well and windmill, good cistern.
Barn and other buildings, 
acres of good level land. No!business.
Johnson gnuss. 115 in cultivât- --------------
ion, all tillable. 1-2 mile of good! Now is the time to buy him 
school; 10 miles north east of that suit or overcoat. A gift 
Merkel; 12 miles north west o f that is worth while. Brown Dry 
Abilene. $65.00 per acre. See Goods Cd. I t
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CHRISTMAS CHEER AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

TO O l’R ( ’ORUKSPONl)ENTS

From this good old town of 
Merkel

Where the latch string’s out 
for you,

Comes this Merry, Merry 
Christmas,

And a happy New Year, too.

QUALITY BAKERY

I Ini this issue of the Merkel 
¡Mail) there are several new cor 
¡resjwndeiits, and the manapre- 
nient of the Mail is inde(>d prrate 
jful for same, and we urjre that 
lyou continue to send in items 
I from your community and there 
I by help us to make the paix'r 
¡better in every way |x>ssible.
I We would also urjre that a 
¡number of our fonner corres- 
TX)ndents from other communit
ies. \N'e want to make the Mer
kel Mail better than ever Ik?- 
fore the cominpr year, and with 
your aid we can do so.

VV'e have the larg^est and best 
list of subscribers the paper has 
likely ever had, at lea.st that is 
the case durinj? the last four 
years under the pre.sent manapre 
ment.

METllODl.m .Sl’NDAY 
! ,S(’ llOOI, .NOTES
I ----------

l-et every l>ody 1k> on time 
next Sunday at the Methodist 
church and full of the Christ
mas spirit. Our Sunday schotd 
is jiettinjf alonpr nicely with 
pro!>d attendance, but there is 
always room for improvement.

Next Sunday there will lie 
a s|)ecial “ Address” at the open 
inpT service, so don’t fail to l>e 
on time and hear this messajie 
as it will be worth your hear- 
iiiR. And best of all we are gro- 
inp: to have a Christmas tree. 
See this weeks p>aper for pix>- 
gram. L. W. Cox, Supe.

Dr. \y. V. C i:^for(i leaves 
this week f o r ^  visit i ith  fri
ends and rehi^ives in the state 
of Louisiana. ^Ver the Christmas 
holidays.

Mr. 0. B. Hutchison and fam
ily left this week for Decatur, 
where they will reside in the 
future. They are fine people 
and have a host of friends here 
who rt*K>et to see them leave 
our city, and with whom we 
join in wishinpr for them health, 
happiness, and pros|HM'ity in 
their new home.

C H R I S T M A S
R A T E S  a g a i n :

Our Holiday Excursion 
Tickets to all points in 
Louisiana and Texas 
will be on sale Dec. 20 
to 24 inclusive, good un
til Jan. 7th to return.
SEE YOUR LOCAL AGENT FOR DETAILS 
OR WRITE

GEO. D. HUNTER,
General Passenger Agent

DALLAS

MRS. J. K. CREfiORY I)E.\1)

Mrs. J. E. Crjfory or (¡randma 
as she was jieiierally known 
ditnl tVcemlK*r 1 at 12 :r» o’clock 
after a loiipr illness. Craiidma 
has Imh*!! a cripple for many 
years, having Ikhmi lK*d fast 
since last .June at which time 
she fell o ff of the ixutIi and 
hurt her .self. after which 
time she never was able t-> Ik 
up only as she was lifU‘d out of 
bed into a chair to rest. At her 
death she only liked a few mon
ths of lH*in>r 7S years old. .Slu* 
leaves a sister, Mrs. Horn of 
Noodle, 1 children all of whom 
was with her. Her childrtm are: 
Mrs. Ellnyton, Mi*s. Ford, of 
Stith, Mrs. Peter.son of Hamil
ton Co. and D. L. (¡re}r*>iy of 
Cisco. Grandma has l>ei‘n a 
member of the Baptist chuich 
since she was about 20 years of 
afre. She was a memlxT of the 
First Baptist church at the 
time of her death. Grandma did 
not fear death as she told hei- 
dauprhter, Mrs. Eliinprton aixnit 
a month afro that she was ready 
any time when the aiJI came. 
We oufrht not to jrrieve after 
her as we know she is Ixdter o ff 
up yonder, wliere there is no 
death.

We can only .say to the lj\ed 
ones to weep not for our loss is 
Heavens gain and we should all 
strive to meet her up yonder on 
that beautiful shore where all 
is peace and love. A friend

Merkel Ku Klux Klan No. l.'iT 
will hold regular meetinfiin this 
city tonifrht, Friday, Decemb«'!-. 
21. A special Christmas pro- 
frram is heinpr arranfred, and all 
members throuprliout the city 
and surroundinfi country aro| 
urpred to be pre.sent. Up.'

AUSPICES MERKEL ARMORY - M E R K E L , T E X A S

ALL N K \T  W ELK ST,ARTlN(ì AU)NL)A\, DEC. 24. SPECIAL CHRISTMAS WEEK
ATTRACTION

1

(H.EN d ;  b r i n k
Owner

G LE N  D. B R U N K Presents T H E  O R IG IN A L

T H E  W ORT.D ’S G R E A T E S T  R E P E R T O IR E  SH O W
PRESENTING

I he; b e s t  p i .\VS of the SPOKEN ST.AGE
O PE N IN G  A A FOUR ACT
M O N D A Y  N IT E  U i 'v / a I t I N  I ’ Com edy D ram a

■SFKCIAI. NOTK'E

Band Conceit At 
I O’Chxk Monday 

And
EVERY M (;H T  

At 7:00 P. M. 
REMEMBER

This will lx* the only visit of 
this Gi'eat Show this sea.son, 
making six days of wonderful 
mteitainment.

It’s the Cleanest Show on 
Earth

Up-to-Date V A U D E V IL L E  B etw een  Acts 

F E A T U R E  B A N D  and O R C H D S TR A

E V E R Y T H IN G  N E W  T H IS  Y E A R
BUT THE NAME

L a rg er and B etter Than  E ver  Betöre

Plays and Vaudeville Changed
______________ E V E R Y  N IG H T ___________

Man. Wonuiu Child and Baby “ A Merry 
“ A Happy New Year” . Glen D. Bnink

We wish Every 
Christmas” and

UNOBN TM t BIO M tW  W A T IN P R O O F  TCNT THEATRE
Especially Heated by I.arsre Stovi«, .MakinK It Just as 
Comfortable as Home.

PRICES: Adults, 35c; Children, lOc
W A R  T i iX  P A ID

BARA(CA.<; TAKE NOTH E

VIRiilE  BRON.SON 
I.eadiniu: Lady

As next Sabbath is so near 
Christma.s and we have the 
Christma.-, lesson, “Christ Uni
versal Reifrn” , we would be glad 
to have our room full. You boys 

jwho have been away so long 
from the cla.ss oome back Sun- 

jdriV. will you? There are l)oys 
in this town who have just 

|lH*en to our class once, and tlnyr 
are not coming back. It may l>e 
we did not make it interesting 
eiu'ugh for them, but we are 

Ig.oing to do letter.
There are boys in Merkel 

who are not in Sunday School 
jat all. .so I trust the membership 
coninitltx*. al.so the absentee 
committee will get busy. Mr. 
jLeaoh will have the historical 
part of the le.s.son or the proph
ecies from Isiah and the 
P.salms, and your humble teach
er will tell the story of the 
Christ Child, the best of her 
ability. Boys don’t forget the 
ones who have not been in some 
time, and urge that they be 
there Sunday, liet us flM our 
room next Sunday, and be 
ready to start the New Year off 
with a new determination to do 
more for the Master than we 
have ever d.we before.

Mrs. L. A. Watts. TeacEeT*

CHRI.'^T.MAS CANDY

We have a nice line of fine 
Home made Christmas candies, 
and nuts, apples, orapges and 
Banamvs. Also when you get 
hungry and want a nice fresh 
Hamburger, call and see us. We 
will appreciate your business. 
W. H. (Henry) Eason. It.p

Bud Sears was up first o f , 
the week from his ranch ini 

Mr. Sears re- 
the

NOTICE TO FARMERS

Mr. A. M. Daniel, Noodle. , .
One, one among the many newj* ***̂ ®*̂  coun y. 
readers of the Merkel Mail, was' splendid
here one day recntly and besides I''^ffching business this y e a r , ¡ n  this car will please 
having the paper come to him.'and we join his many friends'call and get them Friday or Sat

success in

I have just received a car of 
KASCII Cotton .seed direct from 
Kasch. All those who have seed

NOTH E TO FAR.M BUREAU 
MEMBERS

also sends it 
Mississippi.

to relatives in here wishing for him continued
success.

REAL ESTATE, FARM LOANS 
FIRE INSURANCE

There is just one day when it is wise 
to insure. Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow 
may too 'ate. Today, the day Before 
you may suflfer a loss by fire, or Theft, is 
the one wise day to cover yourself fully 
with insurance.

Today we can protect you from to
morrow’s possible loss. Today is the only 
day you can be sure you are in time. Call 
on us today —be insured in time.

W. O. BONEY
MERKEL, TEXAS

Consuli your Insurance Agent as you would your lawyer.

urday. Have a few bushels not 
sold, any one desiring to buy 
can get them now. Sam Swann.

If you bring cotton after 
Decemlier 22nd bring it to the 
upper platform, as tags, mark
ing ink etc., will be left with 
the local depot Agent.

C. W. Simpson, Sec.

I Dr. Frank Armstmng came 
in fii'st of the week from New 
[Orleans to spend the holidays 
I with his parents. Dr. and Mrs. 
M

NOTICE

Grady Collins announces that 
his high chairs for the babies, 
are in the hands of furniture 

Armstrong, as w'ell as many i stores and anv one who is in the

Intermediate League Program
EPWORTH LEAGUE

friend.s and other relatives. ^market for a nice Christmas
" ¡gift of this kind, should call at

W. H. Leney and wife left'Darsey Furniture Store. It
this week for a \isit to their | ----------------
daughter, Mrs. Joe Bickley, who Christmas Cards! New Year 
resides in Limestone county, ¡Cards! Merkel Mail Office. It.

Subject: Our Christmas Gift 
of Love.”

Leader: Gladys Milliken.
Song.
Scripture lesson by Leader. 
The Fathers Gift. Eva Mae 

Johnson.
Our Gift of Love, Elfe Chan

ey.

Subject: Lessons of the Nat-: 
tivity of our Lord.

Leader— Lorena Frazier.
1. Song,
2. Scripture (Matt. 2 1-2; 

Hob. 2 10-11.
3. Prayer.
4. What the wise men found,;

Cyrus Pee. j
5. The Supreme expression oft]

M M

if*

I
Another Butcher Shop

Special Love, Muiphy Thomas.
Christmas Story. I 6. The Savior of the
The other wise man. Mary r.anevera Middleton.

worlil.

Hutcheswn.
Reading: lx>la Dennis. 
Announcements. 
League benediction.

 ̂ SHOES for any member of 
(the family at a great saving 
NOW.— Brown Dry Goods Com
pany. It.

7. What this day 
us. Joe Uidenbauch.

8. Our Christmas 
rian Uea.

S|>ccial music.
Business.
Bimodiction.

means

gifts. Ad-

Mr.s. W. G. Cypert came in |
----  Ifiret of tlie week from her visit'
J. Grimes of with relatives at Port Arthur, i;Mr. and Mrs. J

Winter», \v̂ ‘ ie up tliis week for, --------------  |
ta visit witlt-their-son, Mr. R. L. | Mr.«,. Ruth Darsey, of Mc-j
Grimes and 'family.' The latt«‘r Gregor, came in this week for a I 
|Mr. Grimgsi. Ijeing the new Cash- visit during the holiday.  ̂ with.

Preparatory to making a change in my business 
the fir.st of next yenr, from November up to X-.\Uls I 
am going to butcher prices on .All Goods.

IF YOU WANT GROCERIES
Dishes, Uroikeryware. (hums. Stove-s Men’s Work 

Shirts. Dress Shirts, Pants, OvemlU, Jumpers, I.adies’ 

and Men’s Hosiery, etc., COME AT ONCE.

A. L. JO BE
M E R K E L

ler of 
•Bank,

the Farmers State her son. Mr. J. T. Da 'sey, splen-; 
did local furniture denier. , ,

t
I

■ W
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out of town teachers this communitjy is friendí shocked

)

with her father who is pastor "m u j'h T j •« <<« “ l*uil<li"lt of the
of the Fil-st Methodist church ^  town. They moved to Fort Wor-
there. rejrular appointment Sunday at .. .

Miss Pierce is at Alvin ^vith Baptist church, andi q  . years of ajre
hernarent« rendered a fine sernion. Bro* ^ 7 .ner parents. r'onar.Ko.ii ..lo t ®t the time of his death, which

Miss Weeden is north of occurred at his home on Ross
BroM-nwood with her folks for Baptist church here for the Worth. He attended
Christmas. cominjr year and we are very the First Presbyter-

Mr ' nd Mrs I 1 JatIckhti pleased to have this £̂ ood . u " u r u u u  ^
am a^ndi^y ciir ia tn7w ^h " ‘ ¡'h u., Bro Campbell ia " ' „ r  M
Mra. Jackaon’a paienta at Stam [¡IliriV'Jrf"\oIldlc * ' ' '  acrvice he al-

Misses Duke. Harrison and irh lve*h?m  w*̂ Uh
Compere are spending .«ke stricken at the table and
holidays at Abilene. . ^ rhHRtmn Tr • t unconscious until the end

Miss Oonway is on her fath- *" came at 4:40 Sundav afternoon.
ers ranch near Colorado. R<lip JL of Maikei «  " ‘ fe five child-

Miss Yates is at McCauley. ! Roxie Sluirp of Merkel Olive Lon Bob Ozie and
Miss Joiner is at home near Mr^. Sam’ Sheppard and Mrs.

»!>__ Ouinme Roundtree. ,, . ,
Supt. and Mrs. R. A. Burgess Mr. and Mrs. Homer Herring p„neral services were held at

arc spending holidays at Lub- are r^ojcing over the arrival of , h f S y : : r i r c h u r c h .  by htl
bock with home folks. a _  pastor, Rev. Duggans, a.ssisted

¡by Bro. Fred S. Rogers.
The floral offering was largeH UN IO N  RIDGE  

Sanday, December 28. at 10,

• A Merry Christmas to all.— , 
Black Eye.

Merkel Ku Klux Klan No. 131 .‘ " ¿ . ' '■ I L '* " “ '*'",' ., , .  ,
a. m. Sunday school; 11:00 a. will hold regular meetingin this „  '* i i  n ‘r "* '* *  ** * u”
m. Preaching service. 7:45 prea city tonight, Friday, December,
ching service. Will take collect- 21. A  special Christmas pro-.^^J^ ’T^ i ' * * [ * "  preceed

u j  j  11 ed him in death.ion in the interest of the Me  ̂ gram is being iuianged, and alli , ,   ̂ ■ j  ■ ■ w i . j
thodist Orphanage at Waco at members throughout the city I fnends join ihe loved
the 11:00 O’clock hour. and surrounding country are ones In sorrow, and extend

I am going to get \x)ur num- urged to be present.
ber, if you are not present at  ̂ ___________
one of these services. »j

Will preach at Blair in the

Itp. sympathy and love. May his
consecnited, useful life be an in-

Mr. Bill .Atkins of Honey
afternoon at 3 p. m. Thanks for Grove, is here this week for a 
your presence. M. R. Pike, Past- visit with his si.ster. Mi’s. J. 
or. Ben Campbell.

ispirsition to all who knew him.

Miss Mary Cleo B<n>th is at 
honie for the holidays. She at- 
ends Simmons College.

«  «  « g 8 i» « !a H ig K » !K
__________________________________

May Christmas Mean
Much to Vou

p o c a m

And may Health, Happiness and Prosperity become 

more and more enriched with the passing of time and 

may you and those whose happiness depends upon 

you enjoy the best of health and a full measure o f 

prosperity and tnie happiness.

We are grateful to all for patronage of 1923 and 

pledge you that during 1924 we will put forth our 

be.st effort to .serve you even bettei- than in the pa.st.

'Y ^  wA  A. ▲ .A. A. Jk.

O u r  C h n á m a s

\

l l i o u g h t s

*F H U M A N  N A T U R E  is the combination of self-seeking, 
ambition and greed which some materialiftic philoso
phers assert it is; if life is a conte^ in which all finer 
sentiments are subordinated to self-advancement and suc
cess at any price, how is it that the spirit of Chriálmas 
has not only eruJur^ but grown in power during nearly 

2 ,0 0 0  years? If the pessimists are right, it would seem that the light 
would have been extinguished long since and with it the spirit would 
have departed.

W e re  history and our daily lives not replete with eviderrees—• 
ndble evidences too— of the unselfishness in men’s hearts, w e  might 
be  impressed with the teachings of the sordid and the carpings of 
the morbid. Chriftmas is the symbol and a celebration of love— love 
which is synonymous with charity atKl which our purest teaching 

tells us is the 6neSt attribute of the soul. W e ,  w ho during the paSt 
few  weeks have watched the Yuletide preparations, are prepared to 

say that they represent a beautiful maiufeStation of that attribute.

W e have noted the workirig girl taking home at night her par
cels; contributions wrung from the dole of her necessities, in order 
that she may testify to her love and bring a measure of cheer to 
some child, some relative, some friend. Tired from her daily toil may
hap. but in her eyes that something which transcends all fatigue; 
transcends, in faeft, everything else in the world and comparable only 
to that which shone from a mother’s eyes upon the Babe in Bethle
hem. Friends, in the face of these and so many other manifestations 
which we are all witnessing during this season, w hat right has one 
of us to say that the Light of the World grows dimmer?

Our hearts tell us there is no dimming. Let us be thankful for 
the extra radiance of Christmas. Let us seek to carry it into our daily 
lives. Our wish is, that this occasion, at leaSt, will help all of us to 
forget our tribulations and sorrows, our complaints and animosities, 
and that it will be to all a day of cheer and everything which Y ule- 
tide typifies. The words of Tiny Tim have never been improved 
upon aixl we here invoke them: ’‘God bless us all I”

T he P ublishers

SANDERS DRUG STORE
Th, Rextll Store Store. PIONE NO. 13 Merkel, T ex ,«

Merkel Ku Klux Klan No. 137 
will hold reirular meetintrin this 
city toniRht, Friday, December, 
21. A special Christmas pro- 
irram is beinsr arranired, and all 
members throughout the city 
and surroundinjf country are 
urjfed to be present. Up.

S5

Mrs. L. D. Gaither of San 
Antonio, arrived this week and 
will .spend the holidays with her 
mother, Mrs. Dr. W. V. Cran
ford. while the doctor is away 
for a visit in Louisiana.

Dallas Man Recovers From 
Paralysis

%

“ I was .striken with K^neral 
paralysis followed by impact 
bowels on April 16th. Hicooutrhs 
set up, which continued for 
seven days. I tried every reme
dy sujorested to me without I'e- 
sults. I stalled taking FERRA- 
SAL. and the fii’st dose stopped 
|the hiccoughs for two hours. 1 
repeated the doses and the hic
coughs had entirely stopped by 
morning and I have not had 
them since. I kept taking FER- 
RASAL night and morning and 
was able to be up in two weeks 
and had regained the use of all 
*my facilities in one month. I 
have had no trouble with my 
stomach or bowels since and 
my general health is improving 
jdaily. D. Hardie Cox, R. 8 Box 
640, Dallas, Texas.
I Acid Stomach and Constipjit- 
ion caused Mr. Cox’s trouble. 
They are health’s gi'eatest ene
mies. FERRASAL gets at the 
source of the trouble by neutral 
izing the excess acid in the 
¡stomach and expelling it from 
the system. TAKE FERRASAL 

.¡NOW. 50c per box. It will help

%

, you or your money 
funded.

will be re-

THI ACID N E U r n A L I I C T

STOPS In DiCEST'OS NOW!

50c per box at Merkel D m f Co.

-OUR iSi'j

Hearty

Christmas
W ISH  FOR Y O U

I f our wish for you comes true you will 
have the full joys of the happiest Chriit- 
mas you have ever known, not only now, 
but on through the days of a* Bright, 
Prosperous, Happy New Year.

DMiNHMiinNiiHNiaaiuwMHaiuimiHiiaNNiNmiaHiinNiwauwwHNaMN

ACCEPT OUR THANKS
l'«lMmNNUlOIMIH»UlOJtflMltllllOUMINIIUlOlM«’M»mnORHMMNOlMMriNOni

For your very generous patronage during 
1923, and give us the continued pleasure 
of your 1924 business.

McFarland Garage
F.* c. McFa r l a n d , Prop.

Vk-

1
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BY THE SLEEPING SEINE X A
§• (till It Li«t Btfor* Dawn That Ua 

Coursa to tho Saa tooma to 
Hava Btoppod.

Tes will hart to ataj out lata or 
ftt up vary aarljr to catch the allvar 
Bolna 'aalaop. And avan than 7 0 U 
Ml(bt Hnd it waking, wind-rufflad and 
rtatlasa, for the Salaa Melilom eoaa to 
Bloap. But whan, b; noma food for- 
tuna, jreu aurpriaa It aluml>arinf then 
yon truly find a ataapluf baauty. Ho 
■till it Ilea somatlraas la lha hour ba
ttre tha dawn that It would taam for 
toct to have atayad Ita coursa to join 
tho saa. Not the tiaiast ripple dis
turbs Its pellshad surface.

And alaoplnf, It would seam to bo 
dream-haunted. It dreams of the city 
throufh which It flows. Above It 
hanfs the atarllt shy; tall bulldlnfs 
Oram to paap Into Ita depths, and the 
biidfas stretch across It almost caroas- 
lufly as thoufli protecting a child 
that had gone to sleep.

And the dream of tha river Is of 
these same stars tlist shine above, ef 
the tall buildings that are ix-aplng 
down, of the bridges that stretch their 
arms above Its Ikosoro. For In the 
mirror of Its shining surface ,vou will 
see all these things more beautiful 
perhaps than their reality, and. look
ing down Into this dream cit.v, .vou 
will s|>eak quite softly lest haply you 
might wake the sleeping Seine.—Ixrn- 
don hlall.

r
S Looking Forward

tdKiSiSi
I

Nicknames Sucn 
ter", “Dad” and

Not K sprono Affooti

i
I

MARIE GREAT HELP TO HER

X K
71K
AYX
X X

X X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X X

Mother Could Do Washing for Elovon 
So Easy Whtn Girl Played 

a Ukulela.

T'nseiflsh mothers too often muke or | X X  
permit their daughters to lie selfish. ! 
more’s the pity. One such mother, ac- '■ 
cording to a story that Brniih Tsrking- 
ton likes to tell, was bending Indus 
trliHisly over the wuslitiih when a 
neighbor said to her. • Hard at It as 
usual, ain't ,ve?”

‘■Tes.*’ replied the inotlier cheerfully.
“Yes, this la wash day, Mrs. O'lloola- 
pan. an i w.vshin’ for eleven don't leave 
you much spare time on your h.mds."

"Is that .Marie 1 hear aint;in' to the 
ukulele in the parlor?" .

Man.», hy t!ie way, was In Infanry 
christened Mary and In larly youth 
was always known as Mollie

“Ve'. .Mrs. O'ltiNilahan, that's tier.
The help she Is to me I Oh, dear! Oh. 
dear! I don’t know how I’d g»-t along 
v\ Ithout that g i r l K r e r y  .Monday 
morning she gets out ttie ukulele or 
otiens up the piano, and w Idle I’m 
aiTuhhiu' the clothes alie slugs the 
nicest, r'leerln’cst piei-es, like ’Mo>h 
er’s Day,' or ’Dear Mother, In Dreams 
1 See You.’ or ‘Lighten Mother’s Tasks 
IVltli Ia*ve,' and the work just rolls off 
like play. I tell you. Mrs. O'Honlahan, 
there ain’t many girls like our Marie.” 
—Youth’s Companion.
f  ---------------------------

Laughter.
A low, muaical volee Is one of the 

greatest charma of woman. It seta 
the seal on her tomuty. Without It 
she toees much oi her power of attrac. 
lion. Hut many a fterann has turned 
away from a pretty girl because of 
her laughter. There la laughter so 
loud that It leuaea to be hearty and 
heroines vulgar, so sbrltl that It gels 
uD the nerves, se atrident that It aug 
gesta hysterics, and so Inane and 
cackling that the listener concludes 
that only an empty-beaded woman 
could laugh so.

Many girls do nut i^allse the ef 
feet of their laughter, and continually 
laugh and giggle needleaaly Tliu.s 
they destroy their chances of making 
a favorable Impression U|>on p-o|de 
they meet.

Yet a low. musical laugh Is a great 
attraction, the greater because it la so 
rare. Do you possess ItT If not, with 
patience and perseverance you can 
achieve It. ITrat llalen to yourself 
whenever you laugh. You will prob
ably be very disagreeably surprised, 
and reslize how ngly laugtiler can he.
You must lower tlie pitch of your 
voice. Praette* laughing in your own 
room when you are al*>ne. Banish the 
cackle on a single note; laughter la 
almost a scale—hamonloua and at
tractive.

»
a

I N T O  1924

W c think we see many good things in store

for our patrons for we are always planning

s  and thinking for you. W e  want to serve you

better in 1924 than ever before in the history 
of this business.

In the future, as in the past, we will appreciate 
your criticisms and cooperations to make our service 
more nearly what you would have it be.

In our program for 1924 we are ambitious to sur
pass all past records and with your continued loyalty e 
can do so.

Accept our sincere thanks for all patronage of the

I
13

past. •
l.mmHtUMiii LinoNimitMiOiii »RilOHhtU«HUOllWfP<lKlHfN|HliaMlll«nuOUH4(.UUiaUli1'imoQIMiMUMONUtmUROMMItM|

May 1^24 Bring You Peace, Plenty and
Happiness

Woodroof-BraggCompany
“The Place Most People Trade”

x x x x x ^ x x
XX XX XX XX XX

tVhat I»,Ib ■ name? Why. m r y -  
thliig. of coune. Det • had nama and 
you will find it out. Call a man a jail
bird and ha la doomed. A great deal 
of time Is conaumed by parents )■ 
Bmllng a name for a new baby which 
conien Into a heme. Mnch thought la 
given to the selactlon of a baby’s name. 
Iim-ause he la so preclons and awaet, 
and because he will carry It through 
life. The baby baa nothing to say na 
to the choice. It la, therefore, all the 
more Important that a name be given 
him which he will be pleaeed with 
when be becomes a man. Vnferta- 
nately, few boys and girls are entlraiy 
pleased with their names, and in many 
caaes they seek te change them.

There is another question which 
arisea later on, and that Is the ques
tion us to what a boy will call hta fa
ther. A variety of deeignatlona have 
been aaaigned to the paternal bead of 
the household. By acme he ha« been 
calleil “the governor.“ This la an olB- 
cIhI term and amackt of rulership. It 
cun a<-arcely be called a term of (Hare 
«pert, hut the objection to It la that It 
liicka affection.

"Pater" la another dealgnatlon for 
father. It sounds classical, for It la 
the Latin name for father. It, how
ever, Keems cold and format. Occa- 
«lonally we hear a boy apeaktng of 
“tlie old man." This Is, of course, the 
«mart Alec who considers he la acting 
cleverly. There la a swagger about an 
attitude of this kind which la not ad- 
miruhle. Here Is another lad who call* 
Ills father "dad." He means to be re- 
h|H>ctful and even affe<-tionate. but this 
n.iiue Is not dignifled, to say the least 

I •>! it. gtK>d father deserves a better 
I itcslgnatlon than that of “dad.” “Dad- 
j  die" Is the term many girls employ, 
I .iikI it la much more tender and affec- 
I lionate. But. what better name can 

we find in nur .\nglo-Saxon vo<-abulary 
to call our father than "Father?-

V
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.MILLIONS OF BOOKS PRINTED

txx
(Continued from Pajre One)

Busy Mailmen Add  to
O ur Christina« Ch

ROM house te bouse tliey go 
with cards and (-alendar« of 
cheer, presents and surprises.

Always cheery, never tu>in- 
plalnlng. how much they add 

te oar (lirlatioaa joy and pleasure I
If rross expressions wore worn by 

those who brought us our t’hrlstuias 
presents It would not be the same. 
And yet they work so hard, so over- 
hard. they carry ao much, and all to 
others!

t»ur mailmen ere a pretty wonder
ful lot and otir CTirlstmaa time Is 
added te by them to a very big de-
gtee.

It seems as thnngh we should do 
our part to give a little cheer to our 
mailmen In gratitude and appreciation 
of the spirit In which they do their 
work.—.Mary Orahaia Bonner.

|•3S. Ufit«« )

Weuid Lika Te.
AB abaent-raluded coantry vicar met 

thè vtllaga postman tnidglng along a 
dsaty road ob a hot aumroer afterBooa. 
Tbe posimaa roniarked that he had 
stili a milc to walk just to detivar one 
■ewapaper.

"My goodness!“ exclalmed Iha sym- 
patheUc clergymaa. “l'd never walk 
all that distaace for aueb a trlflak Why 
doB’t yoB aead It by postT"

Not Entirely Alene.
-Tee, your honor," said the ag

grieved woman, as ahe dabbed her 
eyes, "he neglected me ahamefully. 
Why, he never wee at bom«."

"And I suppoee you bad to apead 
your evenings all by yourself, with ao 
eoropanionahip whatever?"

“W-w-well," ahe subbed, “I bad two 
goidflah-

Hnbby—So you're going to tako 
part In the Christmas Kve entertala- 
ment. What part do yon take?

WIfey—I take the leading part. I’m 
Christmas Eve heraelf.

TorHMa Faux Paa. |
"What caused the coolness batween I 

the De Uotda and their country coos- { 
laa?r I

“Why, when ahe was visiting them ' 
abe made a terrible blunder by asking ! 
If the family croot la Ike tablecloth { 
was the laundry Butrk.”

Casoe for Oivoreo.
In Turkey, during tbe Hereateentk 

esntory, to refoao or neglect to giro 
entree to oao’a wife was a causo for 
4 hrorci» Tho men amde promlo« 
when uaiT}'lng never to let tlielr wivao 
hs without code«.

KEEP A CHRISTMAS RECORD

Why wouldn't It be fun for a fam
ily to keep a record book In which to 
|>reserve the luterestlng things about 
the eanuul Christmas celebration from 
tear to year? Home |>eopla keep a 
record of the Important happeninga 
ftf their everyday Uvea, but it Is rather 
Inconvenleat for the average person 
to taka the time to make It complata 
enough to he more than a date and a 
line or two. A Cbiisuaaa record wi|pld 
give all tbe dstalla ef the famliy’e 
(Tirtstmaa presents, the names of tha 
guests, tha manii ef the Obrlatmaa 
dinner, the auiuoemeata asd gamaa. 
And maybe a tracing af the baby's 
flist UtUa aboot Brary sscceeillng 
gssr would add to ita mluo sod la 
tarast.—C. r  Wadsworth.
 ̂ <# 1«U W«M«ru UaWa I

O U R N E W  Y E A R  
M ESSAG E
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We feel it fitting, with the dawn of a new year 
that we should lay aside the claims of business 
for a moment and thank the people of this city 
and vicinity for their generou.s participation 
in the growth of this business during 1923. 
Not only do we owe our thanks for the 
progress of the past but for the confidence in- 
soired for the future.

We would have you know that we are sin
cerely grateful to each of you. We extend our 
sincere wishes with the hope that 1924 will ful
fill your highest hopes and fondest aspirations.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Brown Dry Goods Co
Q u a lity  Merchanclise

W H O  W IL L  H E A D  T H E  L IS T ? )

all active prize-winning parti- 
'cipunts.
I In an election for office but 
one candidate wins. In the Mer
kel Mail election “ Evervliody 

I W ins’— YOU WIN.
I You who are “ IN ” get busy, 
jwork, carry on. You who are 
¡still “ thinking about it. "GET 

-IIN.” GO AFTER ’EM. YOU 
WIN.

Clip or tear out tho nominat
ion blank In to-day’s Merkel 
Mail. Bring it or send it to the 
Merkel Mail office. Then spend 
the next few weeks more prifit 

.¡ably than any like weeks of 
'your life were ever spent be
fore. GO IN AND WIN.

Candidates, get your subscrip 
|tions in to the campaign depart 

iiment at the Merkel Mail Office 
b̂y 9 o’clock, Wednesday and 
Saturday nights.

I On an Average ef 200.000 Velumaa 
' Are Published Each Yaar
I Througheut tha World.

I Have you ever woivlered how many
I iiMiks there are In existence? On the 
! iiv riRc JlMi.iNiU volumes are publishe<l 
' r.ii It year throughout the world, and 

tv .s,.’iiN).0Uu ati|>eared last century.
1 one can obtain a fairly good idea of 
I the nIzp of tbe world’s bookshop.
I .\dding together the number of rol- 

rtii»s published In each country since 
i :'lntliig was Invented, the aatonisbing 
I total of ntt.iaiu.OOO la reached. The 

iiiioiint of energy, time, pai>er and 
•ruite.-n’ Ink which have gone to pro- 
l o-e all these books la absolutely In- 
iilciilahle.
Tbe three largest llhraiies la the 

Aortd are the Britiah Muoeuiv library.  ̂
n I.oiMloa. which has AOOO.OOOVM- 
thi«-» ; the Bibliothèque Nationale, In 
''aria which has fl.Ono.OOO, and the Lt- 
'•mry of Congresa. In Washington, with 
i.ilf a million less. Thus between 
hem alone, theoe three great Uutltu- 
lon« posaess 9,.V)0,non books of all 

'.'iniL'i.
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NOTICE STOCKHOLDERS 
MEETING

Notice is hereby given of the 
regular annual meeting of the 
stockholders of the Farmers 
State Bank, of Merkel, Texas to 
be held in its banking rooms on 
the second Thursday in January 
viz January 10th 1924, between 
the hours of 2:00 and 5:00 p. m. 
for the purpose of selecting a 
board of directors for the en
suing fiscal year, and for the 
transaction of such other busi
ness as may come before said 
meeting. Re.spectfully,

John Sears, Pres.
21t3.

STRAYED— A small red cow, 
been de-horned and is in thin 
condition. Left home alx>ut Dec. 
15. I f  you k?K)w of this xow, 
: please notify Emmett A. Pat-
I terson, or leave 
'Patterson Di-ug.

word at the
Itp

.their home.

Mrs. J. D. Hogg and daughter 
Lucille will leave this week for 
Placious where they will jojin 

¡Mr. Hogg in making that plac«

SbetMipped Trains.
lu tliU faMt\io\ log world, tranapor- 

'uCon takca new forma over night. 
I'lic fair i-earary ef atenm railroading 
II the L’altcd States haa not yet 
■HvNcil. Young men reni.»uibcr tbe Aral 
fiioior car. We are just beginning to 
ly. Tliere arrived In New York from 
I'cnnsylvanla not long ago an elderly 
riiiiian. Her home waa nn a farm near 

.1 city In the hard coal region. Urr 
trip to .New York was by automobUe. 
ind what mokes It unusual wa.t that 
-•he had never ridden In a atoam train. 
She had «kipped a generation ef trann- 
IHirtatlon, an quickly do things come, 
riiere are hundred« of «mall com 
iii'inlties In the country which made 
the juicp «tralght from oil lamps to 
•l•><■tric lights witbent eyer seeing gas. 
I'liey had their water-made ligbts long 
iicfore the cities, using coal for gas. 
They, toe. skipped a generation.

Ralwkaw Tratit Cat Ml««.
A new flail atery haa come out of 

Alaska, where It has been dUcercred 
’hat large ralnbew treat weighing 
front two te seran poanda ant nuce In 
July. Augnai, and tbe Ant half of 
.September. Tbe treat do not go 
prowling over tbe Aelda catUkt, bnt 
lie amoAg tbe cutbanks of rirem sad 
lakes until mica come running nleag, 
then Jump at them, and gulp down tbe 
delicncy.

While cleaning large flab fer n cunp 
of workers along tbe Alaaknn rail- 
road, kitchen helpers dlscovamd aAea 
and rata In varioua stages of dlgnn- 
tloB In the atomachs of many. Old 
woedamen have long known of tba 
ttnut'a peculiar summer appetite.
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A New Olffleulty,

*T understand Crimson Oulch la ge- 
tog to hare a baseball team."

"W e tried It," said Cactoa Joe. “but 
we couldn't get enough players. Most 
ef the boys is naturally so scrappy 
they wanted to be umpire or aotkln*."

Large InveatmenL
"My face la my fortune!" quoted the 

dallbcmte charmer.
*T can appreciate the fact." an

swered Mlaa Cayenna ‘Theae beanty 
treatnaanta are tarrlMy expenalre."

Leearilen.
In rordy apnndlng hla enen-

i 'À

I

i

■


