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G H IW E II  OF COM- 
MERGE l E i m G

i  ------
Quite a numl>er of our citizens 

met. at the Metropolitan Cafe, 
last Tue.«?day eveninjr lo decide 
whether or not thei'e should be

• an effort put forth to i-evive the 
Commercial Club interests in 
Merkel. It was the unanamous 
opinion of oil tho.se present that 
such an oi‘{ranization is es.sential 
to the pioper growth and de- 
velopement of a community. Mr. 
T. G. Hi'agg was elected chaii-

• man and a membership of about 
twenty-five Nvas secured, from 
which » it is hoped that a large 
membership will be secured. '

Amoi)g the other things that 
canie up for discussion, among 
the membei’s. was a proposition 
to secOro a flour mill and eleva-

• tor for* Merkel. A  definite pro
position Tias been made to this 
body and has been viewed in a 
favorable attitude by all those to 
whom the proporsition has been 
presente«!. This proposition has 
made such a- favorable impress
ion on the.meml)ei‘s o f the body

^ h a t  they, immediately, appoint
e d  a committee to see what 
nulfht be done in the way of se- 
cu^ng^some local aid in promot
ing the entgi’pri.se. And from the 
success that they have had in 

r such a short time it seems, now, 
the propoi-sition is almost an as
sured fact that be/ore the sum
mer .shall ̂ ave ended that a flour 
mill and elevator will grace the 
enteiprises of our dty.

A  Committee was al.so appoint 
ed to se^ro  additional member- 

P^hipTo i^the organization and it 
*̂ is to be hoped that every patri
otic, enteipiising citizen o f our 
community will become an act
ive member and pull for the l>en- 
ifits and upliuilding o f our com
munity. The above named pro- 
porsitktni will come up for final 

, consuleration along with many 
o th v  -things that demand the 

^ ^ ita it io n  o f a well organized 
A o d y  that can give them the ne

cessary attention.

PRKSHYTKRIAN NOTES

.SGROOL FUCRLlï 
HAS A RIG FEAST

On last Tuesday the membero 
,o f the Merkel f^hool Faculty 
who live in Merkel, prepa»-ed a 
sumptuous feed for the teachers 
who do not live hero. To name 
the various items on the menu 
would make the ro>adei*s of the 
Merkel ail hungry for a year. 
Promptly at twelve o.clock the 

o f towners were led to the 
^^up-dtairs cloak ix)om by the ones 

who had with much care prepiir- 
ed the feast, and from the re- 
poit the Mail received from an 
eater, what then hapj>ened was 
just what would be expected of 
a bunch o f p«x)rly paid, half- 
starved pedagogues. Tliey hope 
g a result o f this lumciuet to 
de over until the salaiies are 
ised sufficiently to 2:et thj-ee 
uares a day.
It might be said by way of 
•enthesis that the teachers 
o propared the banquet live 

with', their home folks who fur- 
^ nished the gfKHl eats for this «x?- 

casion.
Among the articles o f diet re

membered by ,the eater to the 
reporter of the Mail were meat 
and pimento sandwitches, fruit 
salad, potato chips, chocolate 
and lemon pie, deviled eggs and 
ice tea. Thero may have been 
other items which were then 
and thero devoured which an 
editor unversed in such name.s 
could not remember.

All in all it was a vei y plea.s- 
A n t occlUon. and the out-of- 

thankful to the 
fotka rbr their thoughtful-

ir it is true that «luality count 
then we may l>e lejwi to conclude 
that the quality of our sei-vi«?es 
is fast reaching par. For, despite 
the un.sottled conditions o f the 
weather iast Sunday, our attend
ance dropped under that o f the 

'previous Sunday by only nine. 
I We know, indeed, that our peo- 
!ple are awakened, and that the 
¡spirit of the Ix>rd is in our sen-- 
I ices.
I Last Sunday marked the close 
I of a ralher .spiiite«! conte.st be- 
I tween our two adult classes. The 
final count shows the younger 
adult class victor by five. This 
class is eagerly awiiiting the en
tertainment which Dr. John.son 
and his cohorts have in storo for 
it. Watch for the announcement. 
To cap it all, the winnei*s have 
now challenged the whole .school 
for record attendance during 

ijune. The prize this time, a 
I moon-light picnic. I f  pi*ecedent 
¡may be followed, this class, if  
again victorious, may challenge 

I the Sumlay .schools of the town, 
j True to promise, the boys and 
girls had their speciiil stunt 
•after the lesson hour. But it is 
jm»t reco»-ded that the speaker 
made a clear get-away. However 
he has been warned to keep pi-e- 
pai-ed, as he may be called upon 
^or a similiar ser\'ice at some 
later date. Let tho.se boys and 
girls who appieciate«} the lesson 
of last Sunday l)6Hr this in mind 
and l)e prosent ever>- Sunday. 

I You niay mi.ss something if  you 
are absent.

I On Wednesday night o f hist 
wWk we met and re-o>ganize«l 

'our Workers Confei’ence. These 
meetings will be held on the last 
Wedne.sday night of each month. 
Though you may not be a teach
er, you can at lea.st be a worker 
in the .Sunday 5̂ 1uk>I ; >o bt âr 
the date of our meetings in mind 
and be on hand.

Friday night ha.s been .set n- 
side as oui- night for choir piat- 
tice. Our new books will be hero 
presently: so come help us sing. 
Friday night of this week will 
be u.sed for a genei-al church so- 
ciiil. This will afford a .-plendid 
opportunity for the renewing of 
our friendships. A .■•pecial prog
ram has been airanged for tliis 

««•casion, and will l»e i-endered 
free to all church merr.b»'i-s. You 

,\vill find it well worth the price 
o f admission; plea.<e be on hand 
with a waim friendly smile.

Kelnemlier the preaching .seiw 
, ices ne.xt Sunday moi-ning and 
'evening at the usual houi’S. A 
good attendance at each o f these 
seiwices is to l>e desired. It will 
do your .soul good to be there: 
it will assist your pastor toward 
more etfective seiwice.

Now, all together for the Sun
day School and for the churoh; 
that the Ixjrd may prosper. 

Press Renorter.

BIG CROWD HEARD NEW MANAGEMENT 
lECIUNE EON GEM INEAIRE

I METHODIST CHURCH NOTIC

The Rev. Dr. Banks, o f Bos
ton, Mass., one among the hig- 
ge.st speakers of the Anti-Saloon 
League, now- making a tour of 
the United State.s in the intere.st 
o f World-V\’ide Pi-ohibition de
livered an interesting address at 
the Methodist churoh in this 
city la.st Monday night to a 
piicked house.

He gave some convincing and 
interesting facts and figures 
concerning this movement and 
its effects upon the world and 
especially the United States. In 
fact he gave the pi-oof of the 
great good accomplished as the 
result o f doing away with the 
saloon in this country, and in 
which we believe evei-y man who 
is not prejudiced as to the per
sonal liberty que.stion, and who 
stands on the side o f all moral 
ipiestions will egree. We do not 
.see how any man can consistent
ly wi.sh to see “ demon rum” and 
all it’s eniquities rotunied to 
this great nation as it was once. 
And yet thero aro men, .some 
of them just liecau.se they have 
not the back bone to .stand for 
a thing that is right, when their 
pasión and thirot ci-ave it. who 
:v o  continually and everla.sting- 
ly harping on this matter as a 
“ pci-sonnl privilege”

Ennis Grimes, of Chillicothe, 
came down first of the week for 
'a few day.s visit with home folk 
and many friends. He says that 
his countiy had a good min ro- 
centlv.

We understand the Gem The
atre which has been closed for 
the past month on account of 
th<< fire which damaged it to 
some extent, will open about the 
eighth o f Miiy under new man
agement.

Mr. H. S. Dale o f Sweetwater, 
has purchased the interest of 
Mr. Hodge who heretoforo has 
been ihe manager, and will move 
here w ith his wife, and take act
ive charge o f .same, under the 
name of the Dale Amusement 
Company.

According to Mr. Dale an ex
penditure in the neighborhood 
o f $7,000 will be made in re
modeling, decoi-ating and equip
ping this theatre and which 
when completed will make it 
second to none in this part o f the 
country. Among the new equip
ment to lx? installed and placed 
will be a modem $4,000 Elect- 
I’ic Piano, new- stage and .scene-
• y.

The new manager, Mr. Dale 
is recently out of the aimy, hav
ing seen six years sei-vice, and 
during the war had charge of 
the Government moving picture 
.-hows in the camps and cantone- 
menta, and is therefore capable 
of giving his patrons the best 
to lx? had in the “ movie world” . 
.\nd which he .says will be first 
cla.ss and the best that money 
ran buy.

Messre Willis & Cockrell, load 
painters and decoratoro have 
the contnict for the interior im- 
ljrovement.s.

i Sunday Sch«x)l promptly at 
10 o’clock. We will expect you 

I to be there. Come and help keep 
' the attendance up to the three- 
Ihundred mark. Pheachig at elev
en a. m. At the evehing hour, 

¡eight o’clock, the Epworth 
I League will have a public instal
lation of officers, and at which 
time they will lender a special 
progiam. Some special and ex
cellent music will be one of the 
features.

Then do not forget that next 
Tue.sday night will be the first 
sendee o f District Conferonce 
which will continue over Wednes 
day and Thursday, with preach
ing each day at eleven a. m. and 
eight p. m. The business se.ssion 
will be held between the.se houro 
We trust that all Christian peo
ple o f the town will attend these 
sen'ice.s. Come we will be glad 
to have you. W. M, Muirell, 
Pa.stor.

BAPTIST CHURH ANNOUN- 
I CEMENT

OIL DEVELOPMENI MAN GHOI FINGI 
10 ON STANOOTILII RNFFALO IS HEBE

Sunday School 10 a. m. with 
clas.ses for all.

Pi'eaching by the pa.stor 11:00 
u.m. and 8 p, m.

B, Y, P. L̂ . will have special 
program at Mount '  Pleasant 
church at 3.00 p.m,

•Ir. Union at the anex 5 p.m.
Teachers meeting Monday 8 p.
Prayermeeting, Wednesday at 

8. p. m.
Choir practice following pray

ermeeting.
This week closes our convent

ion year and our first annual 
payments on 75 million pledges 
should b'€ jMiid not later than 
Sunday.

Come to any of the.se seiwice.s 
and find ahe arty welcome await 
ing you. Ira L. PaiTack, pa.stor.

H. Y. P. U. PR(K;RAM

Eld. W. G. Cypert o f the 
¡church of Christ returned fir.st 
of the week from Roscoe, where 
he had ju.st closed a ten days re- ¡have airiaved. 

'vival. He roports a groat meet- 
ling with some sixteen additions 
to the church.

K ro!u appearance- and report 
it '-eem-- that the oil develop
ment in this immeilinte .«ectirn 
is ;,nd has l>e«*n at a standstill 
for some days.

Drilling ceased on Seals well 
-onie twe weeks ago, when the 
drill reached a depth of 3,000 
fc«‘t which completed the con
tract. It is reported tlint the 
company is con.«ide:‘ing the ad
visability o f putting the well 
down 500 or 1,000 feet detqier. 
and a decision on the matter is 
expected .soon.

The Bland is .shut down on ac
count of water it is stated.

I 'The rig and some of the t«x>ls 
and material are up and .said to 
Ale on the ground and it is ex
pected that the drill will .soon 
start on the Stith Test.

I The I'ig i.s up for the test on 
the» Hutche.son tract, and this 
test ŝ expected to .start when 

'Other and needed material shall

' We have no news rolative to 
the Trout te.st, and the Butman 
IS drillinf about 800 feet.

Shorts and Brand at G. M,
Shaip’s. tf.

MENKEL10 IN N E N  
GLIDE IG WINNEN

Ina liotly contested game Ix*- 
tween Clyde and the Merkel 
boys in this city Monday, the 
home Aroys came out victorious. 
A)ut the Clyde boys wero not 
satisfied that they could not 
“ come back” , and invited the 
home team to come down to that 

jcity and try them on their home 
¡plate, which they did, and were 
defeated.

' N\. .1. Higgins of route one 
,was in the city recently and has 
our thanks for two subscriptions 
which he sends to Will Boss at 
Dei-mott, Texas and the other, 
which has been gçjng to J. H. 
Caddell, at D»rrtiott, he had 
changed to Kfriijq Mont., as Mr. 
Caddell has recently moved to 
that .state and place. Both the.se 
gentlemen once lived in this vi
cinity, and have friends who are 
glad to leara of their wherea
bouts.

Jack .Ander on, who came to 
the Abilene counti’y before Abi
lene exi.sted was in Abilene Wed 
yesday -haking han«ls with old 
friends. His home i-s now in Cal
ifornia but he ciune to Merkel 
;iA)out one week ago to visit hi.s 
son. R. O. -Anderson, and drop- 
|K'«i down to .Abilene to give the 
town the once over.

.Mr. Anderson came to this 
section in 1875. settling in Cal
lahan county, in half a. mile of 
the Taylor county line, south- 

'ea.st ol Abilene. There were nine 
teen men and two women in 

I Callahan county at that time, 
land only one man in Taylor conn 
ty. This lone resident was the 
owner of the Dunn ranch, in the 

I Lawn .section.
I “ I killed my first buffalo bull 
in aImo.st the exact spot where 
the Abilene standpipe now 
stands,”  said Mr. Anderson. He 

jwns here in March, 1881, when 
'the firat town lot sale took place 
in Abilene, and built the first ex
clusive residence in the city.—  

1 Abilene Reporter,
I ■ - -

To f»e rondered at Mount 
Plea.« ant.

I Svib.iect, Repentance and- faith 
looking unto Je.«us.”
Leader Miss Ruby CmupAvell. 
Intixiduction by leadei',

M. Rop«'ntance is a change of 
'mind and the necessity o f ro- 
|)entanre. Aiy H. J. A.skew.
2. The nature of Faith and the 
necessity of faith, by Miss Al
thea Ch;unA>erless.
3. Quartette, arranged by choir.
4. For what ;u‘e we to Icxik unto 
Jesus?— .Miss Dixie Howard.
5. May we hope by Iwking unto 
Jesus to be able to follow him—  
I By Miss Wilma Garrott.
i(). V’ocal Solo, By Mrs. Lyton 
Howard.

|7. Conclusion— By Rev. Ira L. 
Parrack.

We want everyone to go who 
can, with us. We leave the 
church at 2:15 o’clock, attend 
Sunday School with the Mount 
Pleasant people and afterwards 
render the alxive program.

I Come and give us a good at
tendance from our church and 
town. Pi’esident.

L
WEEK IN TEXAS

Aiiatin, Texas, April 26.-This 
is “ Public School Week”  in Tex
as. On last Sunday many o f the 
pastors o f the state spoke upon 
the needs of Texas’ Educational 
system, important facts have 
lieen compiled by the state 
Teachers' Association regarding 
the cost, cost of living and teach 
ers’ .salaries for the past year in 
Texas. The average iuinual sal
ary o f Texas teachers was this 
last year $544. A  Mexican sect
ion hand gets alxiut $850 per 
year on the average. No carpen
ter i-eceives less than $7.00 per 
day. Most o f them get $8,00 per 
day. I f  he works only two-thirds 
of the time he will make $1,450 
per year, or over double what 
the average teacher gets.

'This lack o f adetjuate pay has 
caused te remarkable shartage 
in teachers. In Texas this year 
thero were 1,827 unfilled teach
er. positions, and there were 
over 50,000 children who never 
entered a school house door be
cause o f having no teacher. 
Many o f the places that were 
filled were occupied this year by 
inefficient teachers and those 
with no previous experience. 
About 40fr o f the teachers in 
Te.xas quit the profession this 
last yeaj-, and about 30% of 
those, who quit were those who 
were our ■ Aiest experienced 
teachers. It means that Texas is 
to have no teachers at all or we 
will have to h>e content w-ith the 
inefficient ones to train our Tex
as children.

Texas ranks 10th in the a- 
mount o f school fund provided 
by state taxation, among the 
state.« o f the union. ,

Texas i-anks 44th in pk^ovision 
for the .scluxils through local and 
country taxation: only four
states lower, .Alabama, Georgia. 
Mississippi and .^lontana.

Texas ranks 32nd in money 
spent for education in propor
tion to the population.
' Texas ranks 34th in the mon
ey spent for education for each 
child o f scholastic age.

Texas ranks 34th in pieiTWit- 
age o f illiteracy o f piersons ten 
years o f age and over.

DALIAO TNADE EX-

PRESBYTERIAN  A U X IL IA R Y

' The Auxiliai-y Society of the 
Presbyterian church met with 
Ml’S, H. C. West, on last Monday 
afternoon. 'There were twelve 
members present and one visitor 
A fter dispKJsing o f the rogular 
business routine, delicious re
freshments were sensed.

I The society will meet next 
Monday afteraixin with Mrs. Jas 

■ West.

Youi’ Pi^scriptions will be fill
ed accurately and by rogisterod 
Druggists at the Merkel Dnig 
Company. tf

I J, C. Childres.s, the splendid 
IT. & P. Agent as well as a num- 
lier of our citizens, has received 
notice o f the coming to this city 
and West Texas, o f a pai’ty o f 
Dallas Manufactors business and 
professional men, on Tuesday, 
May 18. The party will make a 
thirty minutes stop in Mei-kel, 
and the people o f this town 
should prepare to meet and en
train the party in due form 
while they are in our city.

MERKEL HIGH WINS
OVER ROSCOE HERE

PNECINGT CON. AI 
2P.ll

j J. N. Shelton splendid citizen 
and old timer. Is having his van’- 
ous rent houses painted and 
otherwise placi'd in gtiod condi
tion. He believes in the up-keep 
o f his town and community.

I Mr. and Mi*s. Robert Hicks 
roturned first of the week from 
a*Visit to the latter’s parents at 
Wills \ Point, Texas. Mr. Hicks 
.says that counti’v had good 
rains lately.

Our Prescription department 
is complete. Merkel Drug Co. t f

J. R. Edwards was in the city 
last Friday looking aftei’ his 
property interest.

A  ^cant Meal
A case was roported the other 

^day in which a dog ate a lady’s 
shirt. 'The poor beast is prcbab- 

Comb Honey at G. M. Sharp's, ly still hungry.

Mr. J. S. Swann, Democratic 
precinct chairman for the Mer
kel pi'ecinct, I'equests us to an
nounce that the precinct oonve- 
tino for this pi’ecinct will be 
held at the Tabernacle in this 
city at two P. M. instead o f 11 
a. m. at the Cozy Theatre, as 
stated in la.st week’s paper. He 
urges that every Democrat in 
the precinct, who is a qualified 
voter to be present that a ma
jority may speak their senti
ment.

In one of the fastest ball 
games o f the .season, the Merkel 
High .school Iwys defeated the 

I visitors by a .scoro o f 3 to 2.
'The home boys say the visitor 

are a fine bunch of boys and 
i pretty good players, but just 
not (|uite fast enough for home 
team.

Mr. and Mrs. G, E. Comegys 
' returaed last week from their 
'trip  to Dallas, where they had 
gone for medical treatment for 

. the latter, and for whom w’«  
 ̂hope immediate relief and a per
manent leoovery.

Mrs. Dr. Cranford visiti' f 
a daughtei' in San Antraio, 
week. \
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There is a Reason for the 
Guaranty Fund Law.

Ask us to explain what it 
means to you as a de
positor.

IHE FARMERS SIATE
T. J. TOOMBS ..................President
JOHN SEARS............ Vice President
R. L. B L A N D ............ Vice President
R. 0. A N D E R S O N .............Cashier

went out, und after failint? to an
swer any of the five (|uestions 
asked you the teacher should 
pat you on the back and say: 
“ You are a fine student" don’t 
study any oftencr than conven
ient.

Monday morniuK the Ilitfh 
School students enjoyed an in- 
spirinjf “ {X'p’ ’ meetiiiif thoujfh 
the prirls did seem able to finish 
a yell it was not lack o f "pep” 
that caused this flat ending, it 
was just the provocation o f their 
mirth by the ludricous yells.

A fter the "iiep" meetinjr we 
sauR' a sonjf and then went at 
the work of that day with a 
vim.

Miss Smith: "What is meant 
by a cloud havinR- a silver lin-

jtime piece and stern counte- 
! nance wach ovea- me. It maketh
dates with me in the study hall; 
it .sitteth in judgement upon me 
it’s accu.sations are many. Sure
ly call down shall haunt me all 
the days of my life and T shall 
rememlxi' the Demerit System 
forever.

Farmers & Merchants
NATIONAL BANK

ing?’
Chsu’lie: "That’s when a fel

low is too sick to go to school."
The Deimerit System is my 

shadow, I shall not be lone.some 
It followeth me up halls and 
down halls; it leadeth me away 
fix>m temptation; it leadeth me 
in the strait and narrow path 
for my own "safety first" yea 
though I converse more than 3 
minutes I shall not be alone for 
it is always behind me; it ’s

The Farmers and Merchants 
National Bank will be glad to:
deposit in its money safe, any' 
bonds or secunties registered 
and left with it foi' safe keeping. 
Customers keejung bonds in pri
vate boxes, who wish this addi
tional security should register 
bonds with this bank. This bank 
will at all times render it ’s cus
tomers every service that can be 
had by any bank. Come in and 
talk it over with us. Fanners & 
Merchants National Bank. t f

T h e  B an k  th a t tak es  in te re s t  IN  TO IT  

as w e l l  as R R O M  Y O U

Put it in a National Bank
W HY?

NOTICE

The family shoe shop can 
save you money on your shoe re
pairing. On Front street, one 
door east o f Merkel Garage in 
Rear of the Daniel’s Confection
ary. Leroy Ware, Prop. t f

The Banks carrying the largest deposits in any 
city of the United States are National Banks.
Uncle Sam keeps the closest supeiwision over every 
National Bank.

FNery Bank keep.*« a directory showing the capital and 
deposits o f every bank in the United States together 
with other valuable infoi-mation. Our Directory is 
o|>en to the inspection of all our customers, or othero 
who may with to find out for themselves how deposit- 
oi-s regard N ATIO N AL BANKS.

PATHE PHONOGRAPHS
HOWEVER

We are not relying on the alx)ve stated facts to secui-e 
and hold busine.ss.

We have a good line of

Pattie PhoDographs
Also Pathe Indeatructable 

R eco rds
Each record guaranteed to 
play 1,000 tunes without 
changing needle.

Come in and see them.

OUR REPUT.ATION

.\s a Safe, Conseiwative Bank sixteen yeai’s in the 
building and the pei-sonel of our Managing officers and 
Duectoate is our best guarantee that your funds will 
be sacredly guarded and that your intercsts will be 
promptly and efficiently served.

f
1/

M E R K E L  D R U G  CO.

J. T. WARREN, President
GEO. F, W’EST, Vice President

HENRY JAMES. Vice President 
L. R. THOMPSON. Cashier

BOOTH WARREN. Asst. Cashier 
E. D. TEUTON, Asst. Cashier

HIGH SCHOOL NOTES 

(By Lorena Frazier)

■ ̂  The all important day of re
ceiving report cards is past and 
the pupils of M. H. S. are deter
mined to make better grades 
this last pei iod o f .school. The 
teachere are conctantly asked 
this question or one .similiar; 
"Can I make enough this period 
to be exempt ?’’ Oh those bother
some exams!

The Roscoe Nine with a smile 
from ear to ear came to Merkel 
last Saturday with the intention 
o f defeating the Merkel T igers ’ 
but were sent back with a coun- 
traance of chagrin. This game 
proved to be the most interest
ing ever witnessed in Merkel. 
The High School Boys opened 
the eyes o f all the ba.se ball fans 
o f Merkel by their "pep” and 
skillful playing. It was the fa.st- 
est and best spirited game ever 
played between two High .school 
teams, ending with a final .score 
o f 3 to 2 in favor of our boys.

We trost that the enthu.siasm 
and backing showed in this 
game will continue in the future

What memories cling around 
the instruments of our pleasure? 
Union gives strength. We would 
often be sorry if  oin‘ wishes 
were gratified.

Example is the be.st precept.
Voices are their own puni.sh- 

ment.
The Seniors are contemplat

ing the production o f a play, 
‘T h e  Daughter o The De.sert 
The characters have not been 
selected yet but sa soon as pos- 

. sible all will be ready for them 
to begin practice.

When H. S. rules are obeyed; 
when Mr. Cary’s jokes play out; 
when Mr. Burgess has no an
nouncement to make; w'hen the 
Algebra class knows it ’s lesson 

, when the seniors all agree.
Mr. Burgess to the Trigo

nometry class: "Can all you
hear me back there?"

Chorus from back row: “ No 
Sir."

A fter coining into class abso-
idy unprepared and with no
naa except that you went to 
picture show or the lights

Dry Goods - GlothioE - Siróes
Prices have gone up every week 

During Past Four Months

W e told you before, but you may have forgotten it, that 
we bought many months ago and have made you nice 

money, as we have not put the advancing prices on any 

of our spring lines.

See our beautiful silk tissue ginghams........................86c
Elegant foulard silks 36 inches wide......... ....... 83.95
Lawns, voiles, flazions........ ............................. 20 to 35c

Get our prices on men’s Suits and Shoes

I «

The Brown Dry Goods Co

FOURTH CLASS POST
MASTER EXAM INATION

The United States Civil Serv
ice Commission has annchinced 
an examination to be held at t 
Abilene, Texas on May 22, 1920 
as a result o f which it is expect
ed to make certification to fill a 
contemplated vacancy in the po
sition o f fourth-class postmaster 
at Noodle, Texas and other va
cancies as they may occur at 
that office, unless it shall be de
cided in the interest of the serv- ' 
ice to fill any vacancy by rein
statement. The compensation o f 
the postmaster at this office was 
$307 for the last fiscal year.

Applicants must have r#tched 
their twenty-first birthday on 
the date o f the examination, i 
with the exception that in a 
state where women are declared 
by statute to be at full age for 
all puiTX)ses at eighteen years, 
women eighteen years o f age on 
the date o f the examination will 
be admitted.

Applicants must reside withirt^^ 
the territory supplied by the 
Post office for which the exami
nation is announced.

The examination is open to all 
citizens o f the United States 
who can comply with the re
quirements.

Application blanks Fonn 1753 
and full information concerning’ 
the I'equirements of thé exami
nation can be secui-ed from th 
postmaster at the place o f vaca 
cy or from the United State 
Civil Service Commission Wasl 
ington, D. C.

Applications should be proper
ly executed and filed with the * 
Commission at Washington, D.
C., at the eai'liest practical date.

r

The Last Straw

" I  wish now," said the lec
turer, “ to tax your memory."

A wail in the audience: "Has 
it come to that?"

Take your chickens and eggs 
to W. P. Duckett, he will pay 
you 20 c«ita pw piMind fok- yo^  
hens and the higheat market 
price for yoor cgia. j  ’ tf

r
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HONOR RO U. MKRKKK
P IR I IC  S('H(M)LS

\
N ,

The folowinR 'pupils of the 
Merkel Public Schools have l>eon' 
ri''it.hei' tardy nor absent, have 
made 00 per cent in dej^i tment 
and have made a over
age of 00 percent or more for 
the fifth grade t>e»-iod ending 
Api'il Ifith, and thereby deserve 
to have their name placed upon 
the Honor Roll of the school. 
First Grade—

Donald Barbee..................... 95
Annie Lee Godwin ................ 95

J. T. Darsey ......................95
Lena Hose Black .............. 95

..  liuby B laylock ....................94
Vera Jon es ..........................94
Haroly Boney .................... 94
Beatrice Porter....................95
Fannie V. .Tones................... 95
Madaline Adams..................95
Nona Fay Sublett................93
Leo Tucker.......................... 95
Naiwel Mathews..................93
Youell Mershon....................92
Eula May Maitin................. 91
Rennell Bankhead................91

Leon McGaughy...................... 90
High Firet Grade—

Leona Rose, ........................95
Edith Smith......................... 95
Maiy Ann Moss................... 93
Clarance Shaip, ................ 93
Hazel Leslie......................... 93
Henry Martin...................... 92
Stamford Pitcock.................92
Lilly Belle M a it in .............. 92
Wand Scott...........................92
Selma Jones, ......................92
Colon Johnson . . .  : ............ 91
Tracy C.ampbell....................91
Harmon Blaklock .............. 91

Second Grade—
Selma Lee Russell............... 93
Thelma Horton.....................93
Dorothy Daniels...................95
Conley Sanders.................... 92
W. J. Derstine..................... 91
Lorene Dixon....................... 91
Eleanor May Hamilton, ...91
Lester Patterson..................90
Parlie Post........................... 90
Olan Williams...................... 90
Imogene Agnew ................ 90
Kathenne Hogan................. 90
Ava McCandless...................90

Thii'd tirade—
Jíildl-ed Holloway................ 95
Berdelle Adcock................... 95

Sterling Sheppard................94
Annie Marie Brown............. 94
Bunds Tucker......................94
Cleburne Itor.e................... 93.7
Elizabeth Harkrider..........93.5
his (ia ire tt....................... 93.5
Mildn>d Hamm..................92.4
Ethel Hamilton....................92
Agnes Sanders, .................. 92
Pearl .Avery, ....................91.1
•le.s.'Je Pilcher........................91
Wierman Porter................... 91
Madge Crouch......................90
.Adelle Harris....................... 90

Fouith Grade—
I .Marie Pue.............................95

Tommie Dui'ham..................95
Chnstine Rus.sell, .............. 94
Delphine Moore....................94
\’an Hines McSpadden, ...93
Mildied Smith......................93
Ethel Madding..................... 93
.Nina Belle Russell............... 93
Molletta Adcock ,................ 93
Henry Mayberry..................92
Daisy Price..........................92

1 Fannie Belle Boaz................92
.Aileene Childress,.............. 91
Tnice Brown......................... 91
Jewell Chadwick..................91
Key Ely................................ 91
Lola Brown..........................90
Floy Ash...............................90

Fifth Grade—
Emma Toombs..................... 95
Dolly Toombs....................... 95
Eva Mae John.son .............. 95
Hazel Bell, ..........................94
Opal Horton......................... 94
Godie Richie, ......................94
Nellie Sharp......................... 94
Evelyn W ood itio f,.............. 94
Maud Whitlow..................... 95
Opal Patterson..................... 93
Juanita Patterson, ............ 93
.Siillie Brown......................... 93
Juanita Beene...................... 93
A. J. Tucker, ......................93
T. J. Beidleman................... 95
Dallas Hand......................... 93
.Mary Hutcheson.................. 92
Ina May Maitin................... 92
Belle Walker......................... 92
Bessie Ash, ........................92
Tennie May S co tt,.............. 91
Harold M ille r ...................... 91
Robert Mayfield....................90

Sixth Grade—
Orna .Jordan......................... 97
Buniett Orr....................... 94.S
William Woodroof............. 94.5
Ray GaiTett...................... 93.7

Lucille Guitar, ................ 95.5
Evelyn Curb, .................. 95.1
Raymond Bankhead..........92.9;
Dorns Durham, .............. 92.0

Seventh Gi’ade—  |
Johnnie Sears.....................96.5 |
Pearl Tompkins.....................96 ■
Mozelle Bankhead............. 95.5 j
Harry McCandless,..............95 i
Tom Cooper, ...................... 931
.Myrtle Daniels, .................. 92
Maui ine Tipton................. 91.5
Barto Price...........................91
Ouida Campbell................. 90.7

Eighth Grade—
Efim Cox............................95.2
Ora P o r te r ,...................... 94.6
Irene Cox........................... 94.4
Hatte Proctor....................92.6
Mable Toombs................... 92.1

Ninth grade—
Carvel Tucker, ................ 92.4

Tenth Grade—
^lyrtle Slcott......................... 92

Eleventh Grade—
Agnes R is te r ,.................. 96.1
Julia McDonald, .............. 95.8
Charles Tucker, .............. 94.7
Deci S h a ip ,...................... 91.3

A TEXAS WONDER

For kidney and bladder troub
les. gi-avel, diabetes, weak and 
lame back, l•heumati.sm and all 
irrogulanties of the kidneys and 

¡bladder. Regulates bladder troub- 
iles in childron. I f  not sold by 
I your druggi.st, by mail $1.25. 
¡Sm;ill l)ottle is two month’s 
treatment, and often perfects a 
cure. Send for testimonials from 
this itnd other states. Dr E W. 
Hall, 2926 Olive, Street, St Louis 
Mo., Sold by dnjggists.

K ILL  THE BLCE BEGS

I And all kinds o f Blood suck- 
I ing in.sects. by feeding Martins, 
|Wondertul Blue Bug Killer to I 
jyour chicken.s. Your money Imck ' 
j i f  not ab.sohitely sati.sfied. Ask | 
1 Sanders Drog Store. Fel>6t26

For engineering and suiwey- 
ing addi-es.s. Geo. R. DeNise, 
Sweetwater Texas. 20tf

Ti^y a sack of Maréchal Neal 
Flower. None l)etter. Bob Martin 
Gi-ocer>- Company. t f

Some Telephone Facts

It Costs More to furnish Telephone Service today 
than it did a few  years ago.

The Cost of All Materials and Labor has in
creased in the past few  years, but telephone rates 
have remained fixed. It is now imperative 
that Telephone Rates be slightly in
creased in order to meet the changed 
conditions.

W e  have not been earning anything like a reasonable 
return and we must increase the rate to our patrons 
to a point where we can earn a small return on the 
investment.

T h e  new rate will not yield a reasonable return, but it 
is imperative that we increase the rate to a point 
where we will not suffer a loss. Th e readjustment 
of telephone rates, however, is nothing like that in 

other lines, proportionately, but they w ill enable us 
to survive and properly fulfill our obligations to the 
public ,

INCREASES IN COST OF MATERIALS
INCREASES IN COST OF OPERATION 

INCREASES IN COST OF ALL LABOR
Must increase the cost of telephone service.

The Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.

■
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Practical Plans
—will reduce the cost of building.

— the only way to insure economy in building 
i? to follow a carefully and expertly pre
pared working plan.

"Y E  P L A N R Y ”  plans

— are designed by expert«« to meet the three 
requirements o f attractiveness, ccnvenience 
and economy.

— our Model Home Display with a large assort
ment o f actual photographs and plans ^ives
a wide range to choose from.

— our complete stocks of Quality Materials 
and our knowledge of construction c-an 
serve you.

Burton-Lingo Co.

Phone 74

Building Service and Material

U  D. Levy, I ^ a l  Mgr

John S. Hughes and family 
vi.sited friends in Hawley the 
latter part of the week.

Rev. Farris filled his regular 
appointment here last Sunday 
morning and night.

I Mrs. Ida Belle Hughes. Miss 
¡Mary Hughes and John B. Hugh 
Ies, visited Mi.ss Draile Sunday 
afteinoon. i

T. H. Spears and family visit-' 
ed their daughter in Jones coun
ty Wednesday.

I .Although it wjis a had Sunday 
iill who went to Nubia Sunday 
had a good time.

j The Farmer’s Hard Life 
I .A visitor in the country met a 
j farmer, Ben Smith, who.se fath- 
jer wa.s ninety-five years old.
I "H ow ’s your father. Mr. 
Smith?” imiuire<l the visitor.

"N ot so well; not near so well. 
In fact. He’s failing considero- 
ble.”

"W ell I ’m suiprised to hear 
that. A few months ago you

were boasting that hç was nine-je wj
ty-five yearo old and In perfect 

'health. What seems trt be tj«,e 
¡matter with him?”  ''

" I  don’t know exactly,”  re
plied Smith. Sometimes I think 

' fanning don’t exactly agree 
¡with him!”
I ______________
j  Light Crust Flour at G. M. 
Shaip’s. tf.

How He Figured It
A Medical coips officer chanc

ed upon a negro acquaintance of 
civil life one day in France.

"How do you like the anny, 
Mose?”  he asked.

"A ll right so far, Cap’n,”  le- 
tuiTied the negro, "but Ah don- 
know how I am going to like it 
when dem Germans shoots at 
me.

"Don’t worry about that,”  re
plied the officer. “ All you have 
to do is zig-zag.”  And he dem
onstrated.

'The next time the two met the 
negro was in the hospital.

"W hat’s the matter with you, 
Mose?”  asked the officer.

“ I ain’t sure. Cap’n but Ah 
think I must have been ziggin’

uapi 
,’e bei

’bout de time Ah oughta been 
zaggin’.”

F R E S H  V E G E T A B L E S
Received Twice a Week 

Tradt with us and save monay on your

GROCERIES

Como and o«t our Prieas and dacida for yauraalf

Phono 26

Sanitary Self-Serving Store

When you want to buy a 
Monument for that grave. See 
A. L. Jobe who represents one 
o f the best Marble Companies 
in the United States. 27tf

I have quite a lot of Mebane 
seed yet unsold. Accoixling to 
books at Brown’s gin this is the 
best cotton o f any kind handled 
by this gin last sea.son. Price 
$2.50 per bushel. C. L. Tucker.tf

We serve Ice Cream every day 
at the sanitary self serving 
store. t f

COLORrrE— Makes old 
new. Merkel Drug Co.

For Windmill Repairing and 
First-Class Plumbing

SEE

BEN JONES
All Work Guaranteed Satisfactory

Headquarters with G. F. West Co. Telephone 69 ' I ' i k

hats

W ILLIS & COCKRELL

BETTER

Painting and Paper Hanging

'I.' * • ' ' ^

. ^
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The Merkel Mail
PnblishMj Every Friday Morning by 
TIE MEUEl Mill PlINTin« CMINNT, INC 

mmk\ DUIHNM. EilUr HaBagtr

SUBSCRIITION $1.60 PER YEAR

AN?ANNO rNCEM ENTS

TELEPHONE No. 61

UOa(
Texas aa aecond class mail aiatter.

at Merkel '

Any erroneous reflection on the char 
acter. standing or reputation of any-1 
person. Arm or corporation which mav i 
appear in the columns of The Mail will i 
be gladly corrected upon its being. 
brought to the attention of the man* | 
agement. {

I f  you have viaitors, or if you know 
aay item which would be of interest to 
raaders of the Mai^ the editor would 
appreciate a note or a telephone mes
sage to that effect. Or, if an occur
rence of unuaual interest transpires a 
reporter will be promptly sent to get 
tBe fall particulars.

PATRONS OF THE MAH. who do 
net reeeiva their paper regularly will 
confer a favor upon the management 
bp reporting the fact. You should also 
watch the label of your paper to ascer
tain when your time is out and renew 
before your name automatically leaves 
obr list, as all papers stop when the 
term of subscription expires.

I f  the Demociats of this state 
repudiate as a whole, their en
tire policy and achievements for 
the past seven years, who are 
they and what Ciin they expect 
but to see their party torn to 
pieces, and a return and rule of 
the Republican party for the 
next fifty years .

Tile prices for almost every 
necessity of life has lieen jjet- 
ting higher ever since the sign
ing o f the amiistice, and during 
all this time the congi*ess o f the 
United States contralled by the 
Republicans has been constantly 
in se.ssion, and but one measure 
have they pa.ssed which can lie 
called reconstruction legislation, 
and despite the fact that living 
prices are higher, we believe the 
people o f this counti*y and na
tion have and ai*e enjoying the 
greatest prosperity they have 
ever experienced. We believe the 
farmers and the laborero in this 
country are in better condition 
today than ever before, taking 
them as a whole. One day this 

* week we were in conversation 
with a gentleman who.se occupa
tion five years ago paid him on 
an average o f from fifteen to 
twenty-five dollars per week. In 
fact he worked on a jiercent 
lW.sis or guarantee,' and that 
gliaiantee seldom ever ran over 
$25 per week. He told us this 
week that he now made close to 
$75.00 per week. Or aliout $300 
per month. And yet some peo- 
ole are cussing the Democrat
ic admini.sti'ation and not satis
fied.

On Tuesday night o f this 
wc»€k about twenty-five live, pit>- 
grossive citizen.s of« Merkel met 
at the Metropolitan Cafe, where 
they discussed the advisibihty 
o f whether or not this city 
should maintain and support a 
chamber o f Commerce. It was 
the unanimou.s opinion o f every 
man pro.sent that the organiza
tion should and would be main
tained. It >»’as the mo.st harmon
ious meeting of live busine.ss 
men the w’riter ever had the 
Treasure o f meeting with. Good 
talks by J, C. Mason, Judge Cob, 
J. T, Warren and several others 
along the needs and benefits to 
be had from the work o f such 
an oiYunization was enjoyed by 
all. A  committee on securing 
new members w’as appointed 
and will soon make a canvas of 
the cjty. So when they call on 
you -1)6 a citizen, and join this 
bunch of “ live-wires”  in their 

i< desire and effort to help make 
this city a 'better place in which 
to live. It will not cost much and 
it is the duty o f every one to 
take part in anything which has 

_  for its purpose the upbuilding 
o f the city as a whole. A t the 
close o f the meeting a delicious 
luncheon was served by Mr. Han 
cock, proprietor o f the Metro
politan Cafe. The club will meet 
again May 7, come out and take 
part. A t the city Hall, Friday 
May 7.

And Irish potatoes are quoted 
at 20 cents a pound I I t ’s bad 

HMigh to talk o f potatoes by 
pound at all, but 20 cents a 
d for plain old potatoes is 
% to give a person the

MAY 3” AT T H E  AIRDOME-MAY 3
M O N D A Y  N I G H T

Pio’s Native Hawaiians
Singers, Players and Dancers, featuring the ’’Hula Hula*’ Dance—and others

30-Minute Picture Program 

Doors open 8:15 Admission 30c and 60c

SPECIAL SCHOOL CHILDREN MATINEE AT 4:30

f

AT THE COZY THEATRE 
Admission 20c and 40c

‘jimmies’ without even smelling 
the cork. Potatoes should l>e 
spoken o f “ by the bushel”  or 
wagon load. Really, what does 
the plain old Iri.sh potato think 
it is these days? We’ve chunk
ed dogs with potatoes th^t 
weighed half a pound. We’ve 
turned up our nose when we 
went to the table and found 
nothing for supper except pota
toes “ with the jackets on.’’ The 
IKitato has long been one of the 
principal ingredients o f board
ing house hash. The potato ha.s 
played an important role in Irish 
stew, and people have grown 
profane when they found too 
much iK)tato in the stew. The 
potato has infact trotted in very 
poor .society, but today we find 
it a high-browed aristocrat, oc
cupying a front seat on the 
proudest menus. Really, what 
does the old “ spud" think it is? 
Twenty cents a pound for plain 
old Irish potatoes! Bah— and 
worse than bah.— Honey Grove 
Singal. .

A B E A lT IK l'E  DOG

Home dried fin it at G. M. 
Sharp’s. tf.

TO THE P I BLIC

Syrup and lard compound by 
the case at Wholesale price.

A.L. Jolie. It

Some few \Ceeks ago a man 
and lady were traveling through 
this country enroute to a we.st- 
ei*n state, had with them a small 
white dog, about o f the “ lap" 
vai'iety and size which died 
when they were nearing Merkel. 
The death o f the lieloved “ pet” 
brought untold sadness and 
grief to the owners, apfiearantly 
and after hours o f teai'ful weei>- 
ing, making arrangements to 
have .said canine elalxu ately pre- 
parod for shipment to their 
home, where an appropriate 
burial with all honois would lie 
given the much worshipiied 
“ puiT)” , but after an expendi
ture of alx)ut $25,00 for embalm 
ing, the party decided they 
would have the “ dear fellow” 
mounted in order that they 
might «ver have him with them 
while enhabiting this earth, and 
arranged with Sir. Claude Com- 
egys o f this city, who while not 
making a specialty o f Taxidermy 
to mount the deceased and ship 
same to them.

This Mr. Comegys has done, 
and in most beautiful and art
istic style. The dog was a very 
pretty little white one. ;ind Mr. 
Comegys has ceitainly mounted 
him in the most life-like and 
beautiful style. And it is likely

that the cost o f all this, will in 
the end, amount to a hundred 
oi- two dollars.

We are now living in an en- 
lightcd age. People now demand 
quHlity not »fuantity. They once 
thought of how cheap an article 
was and now they think how 
good an article is.

Five .veal’s provious sugar was 
15 cents |K>r pound. It is now 25 
icents. A swell suit of clothes 
I then cost $35.(X). The same suit 
'today cost $100.00. Other things 
I are in pro|X)rtion. Five years ago 
¡suits cleaned and pressed were 
I $1.25. Now they are only $2.(X). 
¡Think o f it people, 
j The tailor has to pay as much 
to live now as any one else, so 
why kick on this small raise in 
tailoring prices but bj'ing your 
clothes to us and get them fixed 
up right. Mrs. L. C. Cash.

'PHE MERKEL PRODUCE CO.

We notice in last weeks paper 
where a certain person adver
tised himself as manager of our 
hiisines.s. Now this was a mis- 

itake in said person, and not the 
[Editor, and we don’ t want our 
Iciistomei-s to get confused as to 
I who is manager o f our business 
! for we are here to stay and do 
I honest bu.sine.ss. MERKEL PRO 
jDUCE COMPANY. Floyd Ua- 
!ncy, .Manager. On Kent Street, 
¡near Blair Hotel. It

NOTICE
j I f  you want cash and the high 
est price for .vour chickens and 

ipggs take them to W. P, Duck- 
lett the Manager o f the Merkel 
jPit>duce Co., that has been with 
[you for 11 .years and will stay 
I  with you 11 years more. t f

—:---------------FOR S.ALE— SO Acres o f good
NOTICE I level land, .50 acros in cultivation
--------  I well improved. 4 and a half miles

To those who have orders for | ■'^uthwest o f Merkel, one mile of
Blaii-. In oil territoo* but not 
leased. E. Barnes. Merkel. Route 
five. 30t2

Careyized Stock Tonic, through 
■J, T. Dennis Store, can now call 
and get same.

LOST— A Twenty dollar bill on! We have a new stock o f Gi'oc- 
ilast Tiiesda.v morning. In or a- eries in connection with our pî o-
;lx>ut the Post Office. Finder re- 
|turn to Ml'S. J. C. Crouch and re- 
iceive rewai’d. Up

ducc business. Come in and see 
us. .Merkel Pi'oduce Co., Near 
Blair Hotel on Kent St. 23t2p

TIRES TIRES TIRES
Just Received a Large Shipment of

United States Tires
SEE US BEFORE YOU BUY

U. S. Tire Miiage is Unexceiied
Our Prices are Right

BEASLEY  BROTHERS
/

The following announcement \ 
aie made .subject to the action - 
o f the Democratic Primary in 
July, 1920. ‘ t
District O ffices................$15.00
County O ffices................. $12.50
Pi-ecinct Offices....................$8.00 j

For Dristict Judge, 42nd Judici
al District:

E. M. Ovei-shiner 
W . R. Ely, o f Baird. 

District Clerk:
James W. M a^eld  
J. Knox Fuller

For Sheriff:
John Bond (re-electicm) 

For County Judge:
W. E. Martin 
J. W. Moffett 

For County Attorney:
Carlos D. Speck.

For County Tax Assessor:
Ml'S. Florence V’ance 
Roy Pam elly 

County Treasurer:
Austin Fitts.

For County Clerk:
(Miss) Fannie’Rppet 

For Tax Collector:
D. T. Harkrider 

J, N. Routh.
County Comissionei o f Prect. 2 

S. A. (Sid) Coats. 
W. H. Frazier

County School Superintendent. 
John F. Odor.

John R. Hutto 
For Public Weigher:

J. M. Garrett

On next Saturday, May one, 
there will be held in every vot
ing pi-ecinct throughout this 
state a primary convention, the 
purpose o f which is to elect del
egates to the County Convent
ion which will meet at the coun
ty seat in every countv on the 
following Tuesday, May 4 where 
delegates will be selected to the 
state Convention which will 
meet the last o f May, at Dallas, 
and there delegates selected to 
the National Convention, where 
the Democrats o f this nation« 
wifi nominate a candidate /or 
president. There is but one ques
tion to be settled, or befoie the 
voters, and that is, whether or 
not they will select delegates 
who will be instructed to repud- ■ 
iate the whole National Demo
cratic policy, or be instructed 
as endorseing the whole admin
istration. In this convention 
both MEN and WOMEN, who 
are qualified voters are entitled 
to participate.

I

Comb Honey at G. M. Sharp’s.

Read the Merkel Mail everyday

D R A U G H O N ^ a
PIACTICAL,

▲BIUCNB. TEX AS
Only well-lrnnwn Bnulnam CoUeir* In W<>«t Tax* 
BA Thoiuands of Hrmit nearer oar EmtUor* 
ment Uepartmeat than any other. Aioney-bark 
o>NitrartfruaraiitM«pnaiti<'>ii OataioanePKEV

It 1« a pcwaVful and aalantMa 
eomblnatlon of aulphar and athar 
haalinf agonta for tho rollof and 
euro of dlaoasoa of Uio okin. It 
It oapoclally offactivo In tho 
ITCHING VARIETIEt; giving 
Instant rollof from tlM Itching 
and amartlng aonsatlona and by 
Ita gomvdoatroying proportlaa It 
axtormlnatoa tho mieroba whiah 
Is tho causa of tho eruption, thus 
curing tho diooaoa oomplotoly.

Littoll’a Liquid Sulpl^r Com 
pound 1a uaod In all eaaoa af E^ 
xoma, Tottar, Barbor*a Itch, Pao* 
riaala, Horpoa, Rash, Oak and 
Ivy Poiaoning, alao for rollovhif 
tho annoyance eauaod by ohig* 
gora and mooquHo bitos.

In tho traatmont of ECZEMA 
—tho moot painful and ebatkiaCa 
of all akin diaaaaia K la on# of 
tho
kaown.

>».*
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(CupyrtKht.)

Clarste imusetl, trninhllns at the fur- 
Itlddlnt little atuKe dtair of the London 
Theater, on the Bowery In New York 

NothinK but the im-mory of tier land 
lady’a last itrlm wonln. “Tomorrow I 
want the riKUn. or the rent,” w-ouM 
have liven her couriice to enter. Bin 
a long stcknesa. dull times In the |»i 
pet^box trade (making It lui|>oM«lhle 
for her to get a Joh). and the end of 
her meager xavlngs, hiid brought her 
to the problem of where to shelter 
on the morrow, and how to eat; her 
last meal having been the previous 
evening.

She had often seen the flaring po.st- 
era of the amateur nights at the Lon
don, setting forth the cash prizes to 
the best act, and a wild hope hiid 
grown In her mind Uiat she might win. 
not, perhaps, the first i»rize of five 
dollara, but perhaps the aecond, and 
that would mean shelter for another 
week and enough food to keep her 
fluttering soul and frail body together, 
and Bo she stood hesitating on the 
threshidd of her greatest venture.

She might have lacke<l cotimge to 
enter, but the doorkeeper. hapi>ening 
to look out. saw the wavering little fig
ure an<  ̂asked, not unkindly:

“What d’ye wantT’
Clarsle murmureti something In 

which he heard the word “aniatenr.” 
**Oot your name downT” a.sked he. 

All right, go oil in. Jim. put this lady 
wlt* the amatoors.**

She found herself one of a line of 
people, mostly hoys, standing with 
Their backs to the wall of a narrow 
TMissage. In front of her was a typical 
l-last Side hoy. In little cap. grecn-red 
sweater, and deiiresseil-looking canvas 
shoes. Along the line ran a buzz of rpn- 
versatlon, rough Jokes, and Bowery 
slang.

"This your first time, lady?” aake<l 
t y  lad ahead of her.

^Yes.” said rinrsie faintly.
^What’s your at-t—slngln’?" 
the nmlded faintly.
•Tin hiick-ilaiK in’.’’ said her new ac- 

«tuaintance. “This is niy fourth time."
A crash of music from the front, 

and the chorus trooped past, off the 
stage, and scattered to the dressing- 
rooms. riarsle heard dimly, as from an 
Immense distance, a voice say: 

"Gentlemen, the amateurs will now 
perfofm. We have a large list tonight, 
and I think you will he much enter 
talned.'

etl her eyes and saw, atnud- 
entrance to the stage, n

___ , Ith a tired and cynical
^  «alón. Beside him stood a figure 

to Clarsle’s eyes, was the most 
^■jjjffleent she had ever seen. The 

^  ,  ' ' s  of great height and thinness,
night," said this apparition to 

evening dress, nml then 
■<*r eye fell on the line. “Ah, the 

 ̂ .-•teurs. What, a girl, too?"
Oh. wV have them sometimes," said 

companion.
'H e  white hussar shrugged her 

’¿Iders and walked past them, but.
as she passed, her eyes met those 

CJarsie. and the look of fright, pain 
.nd helplessness that she saw there 

startled her. She stopped suddenly.
“Don’t be so frightened, little girl." 

she said, “or you’ll go up In the air,” 
Hhe gave her a rough, friendly slap on 

*the ahoulder, turned and stepped hack 
to the wings Just as the manager, with 
hla list, stepped out on the stage. "\Vp 
have first.” came the voice. “Barney 
Dooley, huck-dancer."

"That’s me,” said the youth In the 
green-and-red aweater, as he ran on to 

stage.
* A noise, like the roaring of the sea. 

greeted him. Cat-calls, hisses, hand- 
clapping and wild whoops were min
gled In a continue«! roar.

"You here again?" "Oh! Ramey, 
why «lon’t you die." “Take It away, 
take It away."

During this Infernal concert. Bar- 
^  ney gravely foote«! It, and, as a hal! 

. « f  small coin descended upon the stage, 
s-ttboiu losing a heat of his feet, he 

'oed and gathered them Into his

Cake It away, take it away, take 
iway."

^  ^ “Sense me." said a man at Clarale’s
■  elbow, pushing past her. In his hands
■  was a ten-foot pole with a red Iron 
I  hook on the end. and, while she looket|[̂
■  Itorror, he placed it around Rar-
■  ' ney'a neck and dragged him from the 
B  stasa. amid sounds like the roar of a 
B  meangerle
B  The manager, who had never
■  •■hange«! his expression of weary In-
■  «lIRarence. glance«l at hla Bat. and 
H  said, roldly: “We have next Mls:i Ciar 
B  ale mils, in aongs."

A cry greeted this annonneement. 
"Oh. Clarsle! oh. n a m lo r  
“Come out here. Clarsle."
“Wg dare you, Clarsle."
"Oo on." said the white hossar. 

“Don’t let them bnffalo yon.“
The next moment Clarsle found her

self facing a whirling maas of tobacco 
smoke.

The leader ahook hla bow, the or- 
dflMstra playsd. and the atood dumb. 
Her lipa opened; her throat worked 
eonmlalvaly, and she went throngti the 
mottona af ainglng, bat was atill dumb. 
8ha woald have run, bnt she was an
chored with fright. Something atmek 
Clórale an the cheek and fall tinkling 
to the ttnga. With the etenroasa of 

that the dying art anld ta paa- 
'* •  MW that It WM a allvar ealn. 

cnrnL“ aha anM, and rage

hlaziHl In her and drove out all fear.
“1 will sing," she thought, and aha i 

threw hack her head, pmutl and brava. . 
uiid her voice roae and stuir«*«! clear , 
and tiiuinphaiit over that sea of cruel I 
luces.

At the first words of the old song, 
the noise broke out afresh, and some 
«■ailed Insistently fur the hook, but the 
high voice of the Itlspenser of Doom 
III the gallery calleil, ’’.Shut up; give 
her a kIiow,” and the noise died down. 
She was no longer frightene«!. and the 
golden voice rang through the theater:

Saddle my horse> and call out my men. 
Open the west gate and let me go free 
Where there’s room for the bonnets

of bonny Dundee.

At the end of th<* verse, a pause, and 
I hen came a crush of applause, re- 
pt^tetl again and again. One iiialcun- 
tent called ".\w. the hook," but twenty 
voices roared, "Drop on yourself."

She Ming her aong through, and at 
Its close there came a whirl of hand
clapping, stamping, and the gallery 
boy's whistle, high-pitched, and a rain 
of coins.

Clarsle turned and walked blindly 
toward the exit, hut the manager stop
ped her.

“Go back and bow and take your 
encore.” he said. “You’ve made good; 
don’t you hear them? G o hack and 
pick np your money."

Shaking with revulsUin, fighting hard 
to keep down hysteria, she turned 
again, bowed right and left, and sang 
again—and again the crash of hand
clapping.

•Tick up your money," called friend
ly voices. "Pick It up. take your, time, 
get It all; It's y«)nrs; It belongs to 
yon ; don’t be bashful."

She picked up the money till her 
hands were full. and. taking a hint 
from poor Barney, she took off her 
shiihhy littia sailor bat and poured the 
coins Into It. Thru, smiling and crying 
togidher, she bowed again and stnm- 
bled off.

A stning hand caught her and she 
henrd. nil faint nn«l far, 'the white | 
hussar saying. “Get a «Irliik of wat«>r. 
Miniehiuly. Don’t you see she’s dying?”

“No. I’m not.” said Clarsle. “I'll-^ 
I’ll be alL right soon.”

"Guess you will." said the other. 
"You’re all right; first prize for you. 
.\ll you wanteil was to be woke up. 
hut you’d he there yet. p!aat«sl. If 1 
hadn’t flr*sl the quarter at you nn«I 
got you going.

"Here." she conflnmsl. “let me tie 
your «lough In your handkerchief.’’ 

“.\oi—not— that quarter,” stammer- 
•vl rinrsie; “I— I—want that to keep."

"Well." said the vihlfe hu<«sar, “I’m 
going. Good night!"

She gave her a strung handclasp, 
and swaggered off.

Clarsle lunied to a hoy In the line 
and ask*»«l. “Who Is that?"

“Wliut." said he, “don’t yon know? 
That’s Lola lUvers. She owns the show 
that was playin’ here tonight. She’s 
n bird; mnkes ten thousand dollars 
a year with her show."

Through the wet streets ("larsle 
stnmhle«] homewanl. in a dream. The 
hartl bundle of «silns she held tlghtlv. 
First, at a little oyster-house, she ate. 
breaking a fourteen hours' fast. Then, 
to her room, where she counter! her 
earnings. Seven «lollars and sixty-five 
cents, and five dollars first prize, not 
much to you. perhaps, wlio read this, 
but to her the gift of life, of shelter 
aud food for a month to come.

Next day, she met the dragon of the 
fnmlshed-r«>om-house without shrink
ing. and paid her. She still felt weak 
and sick and remained Indoors all day 
to rest.

As dusk wa.s falling tbtû e «■ame a 
stately step up the rickety stairs and 
a kn«>ok at her dtsir.

"Can I come In?" asked a voice that 
ahe knew well, though heard for the 
first time the u'ght l»eiore.

She opened the d«>or, and. all tremu
lous with tlmitl gratitude, she ushered 
Lola Klvers Into her room.

If Lola bad looked tallólo her hus
sar dress, she looked taller In the little 
r»><ira. Her head seem«s1 almost to 
touch the ceiling. Her presence seeme«l 
to fill the mean room with light and 
warmth. She was magnificent and a r  
rayed like the lilies of Solomon.

She sat on the edge of the bed, 
looked long at Clarsle, and said:

"You made goo«l lost night. You've 
got the voice, and know how to u.se It. 
Good singing Is always a paying act. 
and all .von need Is to learn i^tlng 
and danelng. and that I’ll teach you 
myself. I’ll take a chance on yon. and 
take you out with me, and pay you— 
yes— I’ll pay you tweuty-flve a week 
this season, and If you «kin’t get the 
swelled head nn«l are willing to lenm. 
there's no reason why. In two years, 
you shouldn’t he on Broadway. All my 
girls get there In time. What do you 
say?"

What did Clarsle say? If Mansfield 
oaid to a sup«: “Y'ou shall support me 
next season." If Kipling said to you; 
"My boy. that’s a good story of youm. 
will you collaborate with me?" What 
would be the reply? Well, then, you 
know what Clarsle said.

That Is all. except, tliat If yon doubt 
this to be true, when next you go to 
see a certain yonng star who has had 
a rapid and amazing success, look at 
her closely, and you will see that she 
wears sr««und her neck a fine gold 
thread, on which there hangs a silver 
quarter.

C O Z Y  T H E A T R E .
2 SPECIAL MATINEE SATURDAY P. M. Admission

to “Fatty” Arbuckle
(2:00 to 5:30) 

Tom Mix Wm. 8. Hart ■ only

5:30 i n i n 1
10-20O

“ He Gets into Trouble” “ Weary Goes Wooing” “ A  Knight of the Trail”
1

Friday, April ^
a

A Good Variety Show
Including

Helen Holmes
IN

‘Fatal Fortune” No. 14

Monday, May 3

A Good Variety Show
e

Including

“The Great Gamble” No. 7
and

“The Invisible Hand” No. 7

Wednesday, May 5

Tom Mix Joe Montgromery
in in

“ The Speed Maniac’ “ Footlight Maids”

Saturday May 1

Geòrgie Walsh Louise Fazenda
m

“ The Beast”
in

“ Back to the Kitchen”  

MUTT & JEFF in “ Nooze Reel”

Tuesday, May 4

Marguerite Clarh

in

“ A Widow by Proxy”

Fox News

Topics of The Day

PATHE REVIEW

Thursday, May 6

Wm. S. Hart
in

“ Breed o f Men”

r -

V; ■

Ten Boarders and Roomei’s FOR S.VLE— Large House. Lum 
wanted atonce.— Mi’s. I, J. Log-;tier enough to build go<xl bai-n. 
an. 16t3p 1. II. Yate.s. 23t2p

PIGS— None better in Taylor 
County. See or phone J. S. Hit- 
son. Itpd

H E ’ S T H E  O L D  R E L I A B L E

Gr a n d  old “BuU”. He*s the best there 
is. H e sold over 300,000,000 bags last 

year.
You  know genuine “ Bull”  ̂ Durham— 

never an enemy; millions of friends.
Genuine “Bull” Durham tobacco — you 

can roll 50 cigarettes from one bag.
That’s some inducement, nowadays.

G E N U I N E
é é

Ora aping.
“How do you suppose the grain of 

wheat got In the mummy’s hand?"
“Probably some Egyptian profiteer 

overdid It In limiting the «apply and 
bolding ont for the blghest pilea."

Oaeldadly Not.
*Tt la aomotlmM aecaoMiy," said 

Jad Tbaklna, "to wallop a arale. Bat 
Bra laaa who braaka a rib or a I«t 
dola' H ia BO MM

B U l i ' D U R H A H
TO B A C C O

To pipe smokers: 
M ix a little “ B U L L ” 
D U R H A M  w ith 
your fa v o r ite  to 
bacco. It's like sugar 
in  y o u r  c o f f e e .

Milk cows for sale see Chas. 
Orr, Rt. 3, Merkel, Tex. 26t8p

I have a registered Jack a 
horee and jersey mail for serv
ice at Boney Stable. See Tom 
Jenkins or L.L. Huddleston.2t6p

LOST— Black Shepard dog with 
brown spots over eyes and under 
throat and legs. Atout 9 months 
old, has been gone about two 
months. Any information will be 
very much appreciated. J. L. 
Barker, Route 4, Merkel Tex
as. ' . 23t2p

FOUND— Auto Tire Pump. Own 
er can get same by descrilniiz 
the pump and paying for this 
notice. See or Phone Dr. J. T. 
Pue. I t

FOR SALE— Milk cow. Wagon, 
Disc Harrow, Sheet Iron Cistern 
o f twenty-five barrels. New four 
burner Oil Stove and planter. 
Most o f this stuff is fii’st class. 
See J. C. Nunlee, Five miles 
ea.st o f Merkel. 30t3p

FOR SALE— Or trade a five 
I’oom I’esidence, located on North 
Kent Sti’eet. Would take Ford 
car in deal. J. J. Lacy. 30t2p

FOR SALE— House, close in on 
the South side. Will take good 
Ford car as first payment .S. F. 
Haynes. t f

FOR s a l e —  My Merkel home 
Price $5000. Cost o f improve
ments. Write Dr. O. F.McMaster 
Port Lavaca. Texas. 13tf

COLORITE— Makes old hats 
new. Merkel Drug Co. t f

FX)RDS FX)R SALE— Two new 
Ford touring cars. See C. T. Mer 
shon, Merkel. Texas. Itp  !

STRAYED  OR STOLEN— a red *̂’ 
whiteface heifer. Low, chunkey 
and vei-y fat. Left my place ‘3 ^ 
miles north of Merkel. Notify 
H. C. Floyd, Merkel. I t

LOST— A small bundle of dry. ,, 
goods containing some green ■ 
Taffeta. Thought to have been 
placed in the wrong car. Please 
return to Dennis Store. Itp

H AY— Car A lfalfa this week 
SwaflToi’d, Phone 291. Itc

r -

é -
STRAY Ml^LE— I have in the 
City Pound, a blue coloi’ed mule, ’ ■ 
about two years old. Branded H 
on left shoulder. T. M. Pribble.lv-«: ■

FOR SALE— T̂he Butman Gin. 
Would sell all or half interest 
For particulars See E. H. Ray, 
Merkel, Box 96. , 80t2p

LOfiir—A Wriat watch, between 
Merkel and Noodle last Soiiday 
Fhider retom to Mrs. C. L. Gn̂

. - - « a s
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tarries
Blue Ribbon Paint

Nails 
Screen Wire

You Must Build

to make profits; you can't get ahead wait
ing for lower prices that may never come.

C We are fortunate to be able to get the building materials 
that we need. Waiting for better conditions is stagnation and 
poor business.

C We will help you to the lowest building material prices 
that are possible today, they may be higher tomorrow. You 
better .start at once.

S E R V IC E  F I R S T Q U A L I T Y  ALWAYS

P. S.—Do not wait for low prices 
Buy Now

Brick and Cement
Window

Glass

DANIEL WADE
AS CUPID

By LATIMER J. WILSON

SUNDAY ICE The Daily Sacrifice 
Hattie— Xubb’s wife woi-ships 

him, doe.sn’t she?
.Mattie:Well, she places burnt

•I

Commencing Sunday, April 25 
we open the Ice House fix)m 7 :00 
to 9:00 A. M., and will positively!offerings before him three times 
not open only ohtho.se houris.¡a day.
Bring your coupons or money.
Come early. Ed’s Ice Co. 23t2c

-------------------------------- --------- ,
A recant .Meal j

.A case wa.s reported the other: 
day in which a dog ate a lady’s 
shill. The jKX)r beast is pit)bab- 
ly still hungi-y.

— CREAM— CREA.M—

W’e aie now prepared to buylTnn 
Merkel Pi-oduce Co. 23t2 ¡ A\ ecream

Oil Lease on 1S6 acres o f laml 
for .sale. Seven miles fiem Seal's 
well. 4 miles northeast Eskota, 
Cheap. Address: L. C. Murray, 

inidad, Colorado. 319 Fiest 
tuie. 23t3p

Your Prescription.s will be fill- 
êrl accurately and by legistered 
druggi.sts at the Mekel Drug 
C omp-iny, t f

Fresh Cream Meal at G. M. 
.Sharp’s. t f

Wash the Most Efficient Way

J

-

The doughboy found the work of the French 
I.jiundresH crude, decidedly inefficient, un-' 
satisfactory— About 25% efficient.................

In our own country some folks have not prog- 
reKsed much farther. .Some still bend over 
the steaming, sloppy tub and rub the dothes 
away. .Bad for clothes and woman! . .It ’s a- 
bout 50% efficient.

The Electric W ay Is 
Most Efficient

The Electric Washing Machine cleanses the 
clothes thoroughly without injuring them. 
The operator is spared all the drudgery of 
other methods. .Cheaper— Quicker— ^ t t e r !

EFFIC IENT ELECTRIC WASHERS— AT 
OUR SHOP— ON TERMS WHICH W ILL  

PLEASE YOU

MERKEL POWER COMPANY

I
• e). Its*, by McClur* Newspaper SynUiCMt* I

Th« ureat Interior court of Klcctrlc 
Square rcsouiKleil with the imtiariiioul- ¡ 
ous iiiuslo of typewriters. When their 
“fllct-cllckinif'' ceased to pour from 
the hundreds of windows at noon and | 
at live o'clock, the minierous elevulors I 
fllletl to overBowlnj; and crowds of 
KirU and iiieii swuriiied out of the 
iiiusKlve doors of the skyscraper. 
Streams of humanity they flowed down 
from the lofty helKhls to swell ilie ill- 
retidy l1rH)ded current of ilowiiiown 
Bntadw'ny.

It was harely on« hour befon- the 
openiiif; of the noontide floor! ;.Hte. 
Tho anteroom offlee boy, that Individ
ual in uniform and buttons who de
mands your name and your huslneas. 
had grown restless. During a lull in 
business he poked his head Into the 
room of .No. where Miss Maybelle 
Kinney performerl the duties of 
st<‘uogra|iher. In years she vvaa less 
than twenty-two, while the ofllce boy, 
heralded merely us Dan, though his 
name was Daniel Howard Wade. 
tlpQgd the scale of years at fifteen.

“Z-a-a-t-t!” he significantly sounded 
In a kind of longue whistle. “Hus 
Mapes asked you to lunch with him 
imlay?*’

"<iet out of here and mind your own 
business:'* cnmioanded the girl threat
eningly.

"ril bet you're going to lunch with 
him. rSee! Won't you look flue wl»en 
you’re .Mrs. Mafves! You'll get along! 
without a bstUing gla*« every lime i 
Ma|»es lakes ,,fx |i|h lid. Why. .May*' 
You cun curl voiii hair and paint your | 
Ups 111 the relh’cilon from Ids shiny top] 
whenev.T Ills lial's off! Ouch''' he' 
Kcreumed ill a whisper when Ihc hiiii j 
die of her paper knife rapped his ¡ 
knuckles. Sieps wore lienrd approach- | 
tng the il.Mir from ihe adloiiiiiig ottiee. | 
and Ihe hoy ipilckly ducked hack into ' 
his aiw n room. \

The door openiMl and a lall, slende | 
young mull, somewhat older than May- | 
helle, came In with a handful of lei- | 
ters. He was not at all h.ad louking. | 
hut the top of his head, Ihe very top— 
was shockingly hare. I

“Here. Miss .Muvhelle. }Ou can look | 
after some of these—*’ Mr. .Mapes 
was ahont to say more when he siid- 
ilenly llli*«•over»H| that he had left <nine- 
Ihiiig liiiportiiiit ill his olfice. .lust as 
Ihe door closed l«-hiiid him. Mayhelle 
was siimiiioneil to iiiinther office hr 
Hie little call hiitloii Inillciitor at her  ̂
d(*sk. .As «he sturteil out of lh«‘ door \ 
Daniel (Hikisl his head into the room, j

•'Ta ta! You're going ro lunch with I 
.Ma|s‘s, I'll her:’’ he wlils|M-r«sl loudly. | 
The girl nshleiiisl and sciiwled at him. ' 
When she 1-nme hiicl; Into tier riiom, ' 
nhoiit half an hour later, she liroiigld | 
more letters and found upon her desk , 
the one yin|>«>s hud gone baek to hring. , 
Then* was ai«o a little note from him. 
asking her to linicli tisluy. He «aid 
he would eoiiie hy for her at noon.

Mayhelle could think of no plaiis-' 
Ihle egviise for not going to lunch ’ 
with loT f«*llow emrihiyi*« pf Ihe office 
staff. .Slie had not tiioiiglil enoiigii of ; 
him |M*rsonnlly even to dislike him un
til young Wmle begun to tease her. | 
Then she could sei* nothing hut Mr. ! 
Afnis-'« depleted 'iimiii't *‘ver.v time ' 
she ant oppo.slle him at the emwded j 
luhle of Ihe re--:.nirant. Hi« fiery i 
gnr.e of affre<'i!on was futile In Its i 
attempt to melt the Icy unconcern | 
of her manner. ,

He was hofa'lessly In love, though I 
she had not Imagined It iinlll Wade | 
pointed llie direetlon of the wind, j 
Now Mii|a*s' ntteiitioii Irritated her ; 
and slie wanted some polite excuse for 
refusing him. .She wniked over and 
looked out at the maze of windows In 
the wall opposite.

In her dust-dry garden of business 
routine the girl longed for a Iweiith 
of youth and eoinpatihmshlp. but 
Mapes fell short of the mark. She 
decided that whatever happened she 
wouldn't go another time with him to 
a picture theater or u restaurant.

Absently her g«r,e fell upon a win
dow directly opitosite her.uwu. but 
on the floor below. A young man 
stood Id plain view, looking straight 
at her and smiling. In his eyes at 
that moment she thought she read 
the roDuuK.« of moonlight, springtlni«, 
youth and adventure. There was no 
mlatake. He was looking all of those 
things right at her.

Bia hair was roarhed back in the 
most genteel style. His brows were 
arched exquisitely above his dark 
eyes, which now sparkled with luerrl- 
metit. He was surely smiling at her. 
and ahe looked away abashed at flrat: 
then hack at him with an answering 
but Inqnislllve expression. She saw 
him reach across his desk for a sheet 
of letter paper, upon which he printed 
la large. cl«*ar letters with a |>en: 

“KA8T DOOR AT NOON."
She had never seen him before, but 

from that moment he was a new and 
Intense Interest In the routine of Klr<*- 
tric Squsre. Mayhelle de<ddett that 
ahe might as well tniat lur uuon hour 
with him as with Mapes, and he was 
so much better looking than ilte lat
ter. So she nodded "Yes,” and nd- 
Joated her pearl-ltead necklace while 
ahe smiled and blushed.

Jnat then the door opened and Mr. 
Mapas came In.

•qilas Maybell»—yon read iP7 note,
I aanwask' WalL Tva coise for 
Vvo- "** **** plea»*
w T *  Ba aaamed to taka It for (rant*

You are amply justified in doin^ now that 
refurnishing which you have 

delayed so long

€ The beautification o f your home, adding to its 
attractiveness, is a duty and a trust.

C, We are offering you prosperity values on fur
niture and solicit your inspection.

^ /i H O O S F  /rvro h o m f

D a rseu  Co.
n . ïÆ M i’r u i ^ E

PHONE 196 /^f ñ a e l .Jf x  AS

f

ed that she would go out with him.
'1'liank you very much, Mr. .Ma(>es. 

I hnve otliev* plans for my noun hour 
today, and cannot accept your Invl- 
tHtioii.” was tier IniKipeaslike ref’isiil. 
He WHS plainly NurprlKi'd. ami with 
the institiet of Jealoiia natures at once 
Stl‘-|»e<'ted the «'UtlM*.

“ I'lii !M.irr>, MN.s .Muylielle.’’ was nil 
he »Hid.

Follnwing her a few mintites later 
be suw her hurrying toward the e»i«t- 
erii dimrwuy of the great buihling. 
where «lie met »nil tliuldly ahooV: 
hands with a young man. .Maties lo'-l 
trace of them In the swift current 
of the crowd.

“Don't you think we ought to be 
Introdiieeir;’’ .Mayhelle asked her e>t- 
cort.

'•Why, I hadn't thought of that We 
already know each other’s names. I'm 
Itomere—so— you're Juliet, don’t you 
know*/“ he langheil.

She did not exactly understand, hut 
perslsiisl ill her own way.

“I menn.'' »he «aid seriously, "it 
i«n't right for me to he walking with 
you «hell we don't even know e»ch 
olluT."

"Do joii mean to say you don’t 
know who I am?" he laugh»*d. “I 
touinl out your name a week ago, .Ml«s 
Mnvheiie Ivluney. WeH. anyway, I’m 
Toia Wendell, nllns Itonieo. and right 
here's «here I feetl every day! a* 

Will yon step In?”
It uas one of those restaurnuts 

«here ail on*he«tra playetl dreamy 
iiieliMlies and hannonles that siiggest- 
e<l moonlight, «tiringt'.rae, love and nv 
nmti<*e. In the e\es of the yonng 
man «he »aw lie -e things reflecttal.

So ihl« was the lieginiiing. Mapes 
never had iiiiotl.er ehnni*e at the noon 
hour. The girl and Tom were al*va\s 
together then, and often they met af
ter clo«lng hour.« and on holidays.

One day 'Dmi dropped In at her 
ollice. « ti»*re (m nas elandestinel.t ad
mitted hy rianlel.

•’Ilo«- do yon like this one?" asketl 
Tom «hen they were alone. He 
slllilied H dclleiite little band of orna- 
meiitisl pliitiiium «e‘t ablaze wtth a 
jiure hliie-vthite illHUiond upon her 
linger. It flashed in a thousand hues 
tlie lirilllHiit glory of Ihe sunlight 
slttniing through the magic window 
where he had flrat seen her.

The door heliiml them stealthily 
opened and the round face of Ihinlcl 
)M*aiiii‘d at the lovers.

“Say:" eoiuically whispered young 
Wr.de as they wheeled around at him. 
“HereH where you kids ride on the 
band w agon I Sis told me to take up 
a hnneli from the office and bring 
them down for a lark next Saturdn.v 
night. You kuotr .Slal” he addressed 
Mavhelle nnderstandlngiy.

“t’ertalnl.v; did she tell you to lu- 
vite me?” she asked.

"Yes. she did! She said to tell you 
to bring along your sign man.”

“My what?" cried the girl.
"This guy here that anawered my 

ad." <*onimente<l I>anlel complacently. 
"The ail. I mean, that T pnt on a card 
in your wimlow «hen you were out."

“What does the craay kid mean?” 
Mayhelle askeil Tom. The young man 
seemed to see a new light breaking In 
the «astern i*art of his memory.

“Why. he means, I guess, the print
ed sign in your window which first at- 
tractetl iu.v attention there and made 
me dresiu of .Tt»u ninhta."

“KxplHlnl” deniaiided the girl.
"Kea«l It yourself," Matted I>aalel, 

taking from Ills iioeket a worn but 
neatly-folded sheet of paper. May- 
belle was asteiinded to see printed la 
large letters:

"HKLLO, KOMhX)! WHEN' ANT) 
WHKRK CAN WE MKhTT-

“Of course I knew you didn’t do It-" 
Tom lied to the girl. “But I’m glad 
aonieboily started things onr way.”

P R O F E S S I O N A L

DR. GAMBILL 

— D-e-n-t-i-s-t—
Olfice lloui-s 8— 12 a.m, ;1— 5 pm 

Over Woodi’oof-Bragg Co. 
Office Phone 116

DR. M ILLER

Over Woodroof-Brag:8: Compa^j 
Physician and Surgeon 

Eyes Tested and Glasses 
G en «a l Practice

G. W. JOHNSON

Insurance— Notary Public
«

Over Woodroof— Braga’s Store. 

Merkel — :—  Tc

W. W. W HEEL

Real Estate, Fire, Accident s 
Tornado Insurance Agent 

Notary Public.
Office over Crown Hai'dwar» 

Merkel — :—  Texas

W. P. M AH AFFEV 
Attorney at ,

Merkel and Abilene, Texas 
Merkel Office in i*ear Farmei. 
State Bank. 22Septl7

CITY TA ILO R  SHOP 
ladies and Gents Work.

.All Work Guaranteed
Will call for and deliver work.

Phone 189 Kent St.

DR. R. I. GRIMES 

Physician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 5 p.rn. 

Phones 105-163 Res. 165

”  Fi’esh car o f Peacemaker 
Flour at G. M. Sharp’s. t f

Read the Merkd Mail everyday

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 
Surgeon Dentist

Office over Farmers State Bank 
Office Phone 306

M . CHAS. F. WILUAMt
.Chronic Diseases a Specialty, v -  

General Practice

Office Phone 280, 105 Res. 270

----------------------- '
E. D. COATS 

Real Estate, Oil Stock, And 
Notary Public

Repi'esent Pocahiintas Lease and 
Royalty Co. o f Dallas 

Office Fixint St. over Geo Wi 
■ Building

»7

DR. McGUIRE 
Graduate Optician 

Ballinger Texas 
At Di'. Smith and Grimes OIBct 

THURSDAY. M AY 13 
Merkel, Texas

.V
NOTICE ’TO PU BU C  

I am preparing to take care 
of your building needs, have 
plenty o f first class carpenters. 
Ckmie and see me and k t  
figure your work. Ektimatee ^

P. L. McCIary CoM 
Phone 19. '

■ -W
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SILK
Dress Goods

All Next Week, Beginning Saturday, May 1st
A T  T H E  E C O N O M Y  S T O R E

20 per cent off on all men's Clothing <]P 20 per cent off on all Shoes
One-half price on all Silk Dresses <][' One-third off all Millinery

Get my prices on Silk Shirts

Panamas! Panamas! Panamas! All Shapes and Styles

T H E E C O N O M Y
On your way to the Postofflce

Try a sack o f Mai'ochal Neal 
Flour. None better. Bob Martin 

ry Company. t f

We have just received a nice' 
line o f genuine Cut Glass. Mei - ! 
kel Drug Company. tf. i

TELEPHONE R.VTE IN- 
CRE.\SE

F n  BROCERB
I. r

If it's Groceries you want 
we’ve got ’em

I
They are Fresh 

Pure 
and kept

Clean and Sanitary

Our Prices are Right 
Come to see us

>

> t Bradshaw & Sublet!
. Frdnt street Phone 196

When asked i-egarding the in
crease in Telephone i*ates in Mer 
kel. manager Stone, of the local 
exchange o f the Southwestehi 
bell Telephone Company said:

"W e shall ¡nci*ease the tele
phone rate in Merkel on May 1. 
On and after that date the busi
ness rate will' be increased from 
$2.75 to $3.25 per month, and 
the residence rate from $1.75 to 
$2.00 per month. This is made 
imperative because o f the rising 
costs with which we have been 
constantly confronted for the 
past few years. This has made 
it necessai'v that we obtain ad
ditional revenue.

"Public Utilities are the only 
class of industry in the United 
States today that have to sell 
their piXKlucts. which in our case 
is service, at a price lower than 
other lines o f business, propor
tionately. And this notwith.Htand 
ing the fact that we are being 
eaten alive by the unpi-ecented 
and extraordinary increase in 
the cost of materials and labor. 
These have been costing us from 
40 to 200 per cent more and we 
have had to pay more for the 
money used in the extensions.

“These extensions, by the way 
are not made out o f our revenue. 
I f  we add poles or a switchboard 
we get the money to pay for it in 
the form of new capital. We 
have to bid for that money and 
we are only able to get it in so 
far as we are able to show that 
the money already invested in 
our exchange is yielding a fair 
return. With the fixed ratee, our 
revenue has ratained stationary 
while the expenses have been 
mounting higher and higher 
each month.

“ However, there has been a 
nation-wide recognition o f the 
necessity o f protecting the cred
it o f the public utilities and 
throughout the United States 
local and state officials have re
cently granted relief to them in 
the form o f increased rates. A- 
bout 87 per cent of more than 
BOO requests for increases have

l)cen granted.
“ Nothing like an adequate re

turn can be expected in the new 
rates in Merkel, because there 
will be further and permanent 
increases in the cost o f furni.sh- 
ing service. The new rate will, 
however, lesson the burden and 
give us a chance to continue to 
fulfill our obligations. We con
sider it to be our duty to fuimish 
the best service to the greatest 
number at the lowest fair rate. 
But it also is our duty to fix the 
rate so as to pay adequate wages 
to our employees and earn a re
turn on the investment sufficient 
to attract new money. .The grav
est danger to this community is 
that capital should lose confi
dence in our industry, making 
it possible for us to obtain ad
ditional capital for extension to 
plant.”  •

NOODLE NOTES

Rev. W. K. Horn filled his ap
pointment at Amity Churah last 
Saturday night and Sunday. The 
County Missionary Rev. Johnson 
was there and he did the preach
ing.

Rev. Horn preached to a large 
crowd at Noodle Sunday night. 
Rev. H oiti is also holding a 
series o f services this w'eek at 
night ät the Methodist church.

The public School will close in 
two moi’e weeks with a program 
at night.

Mr. and Mrs. Janes and fami
ly are visiting Comanche this 
week. *

Mr. R. A. Regan has been in 
Fort Worth a few’ days the past 
week. “ Blue Eyes.

WH.\T WE ARE

We are specialist in finding 
eye defects by scientific measure 
ments. I f  we find treatment 
necessary, we tell you so; i f  we 
find lenses necessary, we pi'e- 
scribe the proper lenses and see 
that you get them. Dr. McGuire, 
Optometrist, will be at Dr Smith 
office Thursday, May 13. 80t2c

Read the Merkel Mail everyday

QUEENSWARE
Just receiYed shipment of Gold Band 
and Plain White Gueensware.

also shipment of 

Pyrex Glass Baking Dishes

Our stock is getting larger all the time' 
Our service we are trying to improve

PHONE 43
if you want something in hardware 

quick—we deliver promptly

We have a few ''Bill Planters" that are 
not sold we didn't know we were go
ing to get.

Lawn Mowers, Screen Wire  ̂
Poultry Wire, Phone Wire

Sweeps, Hoes, Bakes. ‘

Anything you want 
Try us

Liberty Hardware Co.
HOBT, HICKS, Mgr.

.1 ' r <
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L O C A y i E w s r
U. 0. Anderson, cashier of the 

Farmei's State Hank, acconuwm- 
ie<l by his father, Mr. J.T. Ander 
son, and John Sears, i-eturmni 
Wednesday fi-om a business trip 
to Wichita Falls.

We understand (1. M. Shaip' 
puirhased this week the build
ing just west of the Crown Hard 
waie Company, from W. A. Scot 
now of CaKfoniia, but who once 
Mved here.

Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Scott, and 
Mrs. Scotts Sister, who is here 
for a visit to the latter, retunied 
first o f the week from an out
ing and fishing in the San Ange
lo country. L. says they had 
a great time, including the catch 
ing o f some fine fish, poison Ivy 
or something of the kind. At 
least we are sure that San Ange
lo is now a "dry”  town, if L. B. 
eyes do lead one to believe to the 
contrary.

— CREAM— CREAM—

Bring your cream to us Wed
nesday and Satuitiay. Merkel 
Produce Co., On Kent St., near 
Blair Hotel. Itc

STOCKMEN NOTICE

I have good Bay Draft Stal
lion. Fees $7.50 Cash A. B. Cran 
ston. 4 miles noithea.st o f I 
Stith. 50t2pd!

HOrSEHOLD (ÍOODS FOR 
SALE

Fifty pound capacity refriger
ator $12.00, Library tablo $11 
two beds and springs. $8.00 and 
$16.00 extension dining table $8 
Sideboard. $10.00, $5.00 ix>cker, 
$2.50, Three oil lamps, music 
cabinet $10,00, drosser and wash 
.stand $15.00, Center table, $2.50 
Heater, $3.00 and three irons etc 
Mrs. E, A, Campbell, Phone, 
12L 30t2c

What You Want
Hofjf You Want It 

When You Want It

M  n For uiytiiing in th« 
line of printir.B coinè 

Ju lo in «nd wc’B guar- 
ani'-e you satt^bctory work 
al prices ihat aie r igh i

SPECIAL SALE 
DAINTY BLOUSES

In voile, organdy and in the best 

shades of georgette crepe.

Just received a line of $7.50 geot* 
gette blouses that will go on sale at

$6.96

A big assortment of voile and organ
dy blouses, on sale at

$2.46

Visit our Millinery Department 
Saturday for EXTRA 

SPECIAL BARGAINS

M R O O F 'B R A G G  GG.

manner James West presented 
Mra. Briggs with a brilliant bar 
pin.

Then came the mysterious 
“ Little man’s dance” . The little 
three foot man lieing no other 
than the 6 foot Charles .Tones, 
but with his Charlie Chaplin | 
mustache, Turkish Cap, Rose 
sweater and small hands and 
feet and pleasant smile he well 
did justice to Venion Ca.stle 
while Mrs. L. B, Scott with her 
skillful touch gave spice to the 
"L ittle  man’s dance” . This caus
ed great merriment for the 

'guests as no one understood 
just how such was possible and 
each expressed themselves that 
this was really the feature of 
the evening. j

Miss Marian Mitchell in her 
most charming way gave a .song 
contest each to draw a picture 
of a popular old song. This was 
greatly enjoyed by all and some 
hidden talent was displayed in 
drawing such artistic pictures. 
In this contest Miss Floyce Boyd 
was winner and was pi-esented 
with a dainty handkerchief by 
Mr. Jones and Dr. Crimes, win
ner for the men was pre.sented 
with a linen hand/kerchieP by 
Miss Mitchell.

Delicious rofreshments con
sisting o f shrimp salad, combi
nation .sandwitches, potato chips 
olives, sheihert topped with 
strawlierries, sened in hand
made red paper cups. This was 
sei-ved to about forty guests.

The evening passed all to soon 
and each wero loathe to leave 
but expressed themselvc.s as hav 
ing spent an enjoyable evening 
in this hospitable home.

INSURE YO UR  PROPERTY

N O W

f , It matters not how careful you may be, thè 
fire bug will creep upon you unawares. We 
have an example in our school building. No 
one knows how it caught. It started in a part 
of the building least expected. Your property 
may suffer the same fate.

We handle reputable lines and can give you 
the best o f service.

Merkel Realty Co.
W. 0. BONE Y W A L T E R  J A C K S O N

)

W HY NOT GET YOUR

GEORGE ELIOT ON PEDESTAL

We have in a nice fresh stock 
of giticeries and our prices iu*e 
right tiY us. You need our busi
ness and we need yours. Merkel 
Pi-odiice Co., The new store on 
Kent Sti'eet. Itpd

were most cordially received by 
the hostess and after much live
ly conversiition they were usher 
ed into the beautifully decorat
ed dining room. The color sceme 
re<l and white was can-ied thru

______________  ¡out. Here delicious punch and
i candy were .sei*ved by Misses 

Plenty of Sudan Seed for sale. Alice McGee and Lillie Pratt 
See A. j .  Cannon. Merkel. Route I .Sear.s.
four. 23t2pi Hand painted scorecards were

______________ _ 1 passed and after securing part-

Qr«at Novtiiat May Said to Have 
Bean Victim af Her “Faal 

Frienda." \

The gay worhl, which forget* erery- 
thlng, has forgotten what a aolenin, 
wtiat a portentoim thing wtt the ron- 
tenipiimry fame o f  «Jeorge KUot, Kd- 
miind <;oa«e write* in the London Mer-1 
nirjr. It wa* *nj>porte«l by tlie xe- ■ 
rlou* thinker* of the day, hy the peo- | 
pie n ho deRpl*<‘d mere novel* but re-j 
aarded her writing* a* «•ontrlloiiion* | 
to philo>u»|>hU'al literature. |

On the solitary «Kx-aslon when I | 
«at In cuintiony with tlerl>ert Speiicer j 
on the committee of the London II- ■ 
hr«r> he expre«»e<l a *tr«»ug ot>je«-tl«in 
to ttie purchase of Action and wl«lie<tj 
tbut for the Loudon Ultmry no novels  ̂
xhouhi l»e bought, ••except, of courxo. | 
those of (Jeorge KMot.” j

Wheo she lived critic* « onipareU 
her with Goethe, but to the disadvan
tage of the »age i>f Weimar. People 
who started coiilroveraie* aboti. ’‘evo- 
lutliinlsin"—a favorite Victorian pae 
time— howetl low at the mention

Silverw are Free
By trading with Merchants 

who appreciate and value 

your trade ?

The following merchants will give 

Coupons with purchases made at 

their store, which will entitle you 

to this Silverware when presented 

in sufficient numbers. Call on 

them and see what they have to 

t)ffer. They are
\

The Merkel Drug Company 
Borrow Furniture Company 
Bob Martin Grocery Co.

\'y

THI HSD.W C U  B

GRANTED BENEFIT OF ORDEAL

Ndtive African Accused of Witchcraft 
Not Condemned Before Given So- 

Called -Trial."

A clear dixtinciinn mn*t he made he- 
tween fetish and witchcraft, say* a 
writer In the Wide World Magazine. 
The former I*/regarded hy the black 
■tan as perfectly li'gttininte; the lat
ter be look* upon with hatred, and all 
•ver Africa summary method* are 
naed, as In nlilcn day* In F'ogland. with 
witches.

One or other of the law-god-cult *o- 
-eictlea— those secret sodette* hearing 
meb names as Porroh. Oni. Egbo. Ck- 
'■klwe, etc— lntervenes, and a trial by 
•rdeal follaw* in fact, auyone can 
elalB that right. A says to B : "Ton're 
•  witch.” -Pro not!” ejaculates B, 
wbo Unmedlately take* a calabar bean 
■nd swallows It. R dlea. or Is vary 
alek; therefore he It the guilty per- 
■oo, and this long before the «labórate 
■echanlam of the law society baa 
beard of the dispute.

If B wants to have a big palaver, 
and run himself and hla accuser into 
a lot of expense, be has a right to call j  
In the aid of the aodoty; but he 
■eodn't.

Witchcraft I* a dangerous a-ord to 
use In an African village. Misa Kings
ley rotates that you have only to shout 
*Tfot” at a man or woman In Calabar, 
or "Ndo tchi” In FJortland, and the 
whole population, ao good-tempered 
the moaoent before, la turned blood
thirsty. But. mind you. the ordeal 
<must prove the guilt Arst, before the 
'witch la literally tom to plecee.

Mesdames Charles H. Jones 
and Jame.s H. West gave open 
meeting to members o f the 
Thur.sday Club, their husbands, 
and a few friends of Mi’. F, K. 
Rister on Oak street. The gue.sts

nera six games of blind 42 was 
played. Dr. R. I. Grimes making 
high .score for the men and Mrs. 
Briggs for the ladies. Mi*s. Jones 
in her most pleasing mtuiner 
and elo<iuent words on brilliancy 
presented Dr. Grimes with a 
brilliant dinner ring and in like

r 1

MORE M ILAG E TIRE CO
Vulcanizing

Battery and Electric Repairing 

Oxy-Acetylene Welding

that their wheat sales will vei^y to haul water. His wife was a- 
of likely make no appreciable in- way. and he wa.s doing the cook- 

h*T iininc. nnd her own xoumi gixsi crea.se in their income tax. ,ing and washing the dishes.
seusc alone i>r»*veni.sl her from being j , , . r i > t-. r. •
made the object of a nort ot priggisii Lee btllmpley o f Lame.sa. was^ M*-s. Dave Pnee and Mrs. S.
Idolatry. .\ bigwig of that day re-1 a recent visitor to the Merkel IX . Redding were the guests o f 
inarke«i that ••In proiii.-nix of life and coiinti v. iMrs. Bristoe Sunday afternoon.

Ber,.h,-. Barker and little I Mr. and Mr.,. J. L. Barker at-
at her death “the *nu had gone ..ut,” son Willie, letumed Sittuiday' tended churoh at Salt Branch 
and that exceediii-jy dogmatic historian from a weeks visit to the family i Sunday.

Mrs. (iladys Thomas and
Floydada.

Mrs. Betty Chancey and child
ren .spent Sunday with Miss 

iightofourcuiture. If Danteh«dpm»-jp,..jnkie and Maggie Lee Chan-
percil like Manzoni. George Eliot I 

j might have had a rival.” |Cey.
! It Is very dangerous to write like : W. C. Moore is sick at thisI that- A reaction I* sure to follow, ¡writing.
I and In the case of the novelist so mod- ' j  „  a  

est and strenuous herself hot so ridic | Mr. and Mra Aron Horton. 
ulouRiy ov^rpruis^i hy ĥ r fritnda It ji'nd Mr. and Mrs. 'V III Moorc

observed, ex-cntheiira. that no writer'of Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Barker 
had “ever lived who had anything like 
her (Miwer of manifold hut dltiinterest- 
ed and luipurtial .*yui|Hithy. If Soph- 
oele* or Cerrante* had lived in the

came with remarkable celerity.

M ULBERRY ITEMS

Farmers who have wheat sow
ed can at least get what .satis
faction my be had from the fact

¡and Milborn Warner, visited Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Martin Sunday 
afternoon.

Last week Milton Walsh look
ed like a stray thunder cloud 
had settled on his brow. It  was 
not caused hy the dry weather 
not the fact that he is having

Age of Wisdom.
He—OM Orogsby told me today 

that he Mneercly regretted hie mte- 
tepeat yeeth. , ,

-Tb  dellghUd to beer thet he's 
at last.—OoltneMa (8. (X }

WjML They Ha4 Fingere.
•M as the revohitlen of 1688 la 

few English neblemea ewoed 
•V a  doses furka. I

F A M I L Y  P H O T O G R A P H S
Do Your DUTY, Parents!

It is not only the parents RIGHT or PLEASURE to have a good family photograph made of all their children, but it is 
their DUTY. You owe it to yourselves, your children and your kinsmen. How often have we had parents lament to us 
the fact that they had never had a family group made— after the children had left home and—yes—after .some had de
parted this world. Photographs are seldom luxuries, they are more often valuable jwssessions.

Thotogrraphs of the Better Kind’'

T H E  COZY STUD IO
Phone 314 JNO. 0. BKINHAILD, Manag^er

children o f Merkel, visited Mrs. 
Myrtie WrJsh last week.

B. N. Billingsley decided he 
would go to Abilene and went to 
get his Ford. He turned on the 
gas and pushed the “ self-start
er”  but it didn’t start. He push
ed it a dozen times, more or less, 
but thera was nothing doing. He 
got resentfully out and gi'abbed 
the crank and wrung it around 
and around but the only obvious 
result o f his efforts was a pres- 
piration. He jacked up a back 
wheel and cranked it some more. 
He pushed it out o f the garage 
by main strength, and indigna
tion. and rolled it down an in
cline, in the effort to "get up 
steam’’ and show if what it was 
expected to do. He raised the 
hood and glared harefully at 
the m ystery of it’s "innards” , 
and expressed strongly, and un- 
roiferv-cdly. his opinion o f Fords 
in general, and o f his Ford in 
particular, which he had ran in
to the garage the night before 
apparently full o f “ go” , and now 
after twelve houra o f doing noth 
ing was out o f fix and refused 
to budge. A fter he had wasted 
enough energy to have brought 
an fcxtra tiro, if it had been ex
pended on something that paid, 
and had broken the ten com
mandments and the ordinance a- 
gainst loud and abusive langu
age.

They found that what the car 
needed to put it back in fix again 
was a quart or so o f gas^ne. 

Zehla.

X4

' J '

%


