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UR blessings on those boys, O mother dear, P S, ’

That through them we can give with loving cheer
" The Christmas gift from Christ of Bethlehem,
:f "Tis this: ‘O peace on earth, good will to men.’
- Our boys, so brave and true, they understand,
. They fight for peace for ev'ry opprest land:
"\ Yes, staunch and firm, they conquer unjust foe
.~ .. To give the gift that Christ died to bestow.”
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was taken to the home of his
|brother, J. M. He is now much
Miss Geneva Brown wlurnwl;“\“l”'”\"‘l-
| Wednesday from Belton (‘u]'(--,_w-.i A. C. Ros:

| !
| Dave Ashby came in last Fri-|
: day night with the “Flu” and

: ‘ finally had to sur-
Belton, where she has been ][1‘“_““4“'_ to the “Flu” and go to

school the past session.

bed this week, He is now about

| :

Rogers has everything you straightened out., 1

could want, fresh or canned.| Jyust received car of flour. Bob
Come get our prices, i.\l:n'tm.

Misses Louise Warren, Nell| nppg Holliway and  children |
tand Lucy Tracy and Julia Martin lhave returned after spending
returned home Friday to spend |foyr months in California.
the holidays. ‘

THE
FARMERS STATE
BANK

'li;:hl coffee for $1.00 -—G. M.

Kandy for Christmas shoppers | Sharp. ¢ The time has come when all
made at Metropolitan, ' . i
I ! Miss Margie But t {! Mr. and Mrs. Dave Barrow of | commercial interests halt in
allss dargie buiman returned ) Hamlin spent Sunday with Mr. | :
last Saturday from Abilene, | nq :\1,.5'!‘_\“‘ Shvppalu‘d. i their ﬂght for trade and take a

where she atte > school, : 3 ’
h"“ . mun(i«d 'Tlgh dl(_ | The government is paying Fetrospeciive view of the T

_ W. O. Boney is still making high salaries for competent sten | business.

farm loans, better hurry. fographers and typists. Take a|
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Toombs and | course now at the Merkel Busi-|

baby returned a few days ago Ne€ss College.

¢ In taking your inventory,
ahEl | are you taking into account

from Ladonia, where they have

€ You insure your Home een since August

K 0Oil Restrictions Lifted. ‘ our bankin service? Is i
and your Life; why not Plenty of oats and cowfeed at| Washington. Dec. 15T y < ha £ t
" Bob Martin' SR W e b i such that you can list it as an
your Money! TR SR Bith the o
C.M. Largent was taken to the! " " ea In line Wiih the gei asset ?
anitariu ew day go 1 e g et vt
Il 1 ] » - reat H O d . 88 CORGL >
¢ This Bank is a Guaran v has asked t ¢ If you are not already one
ty Fund Bank and offers R TR - I TN . oo iy tphorndiagpr. of our customers, we should
you the protection afford- h eggs. Metropolitan Bak- ninterrupted flow ¢ consider it a privilege to be per-
1 Ca ! | ni t . ®
’ ed by the State Guaranty \ Saniad of' § vassii mitted to see you regarding
. i S | nbhs . " 1 l 4 " " :
] Fund of Texas e c\at Baird 3 ik s s carrying your account with
E. L Roc as vlenty of |taly understandings or agr this bank in the future.
We Pay The Premium Poow b
WE BUY OLD FALSE
The Merkel _tea ttend TEETH
Capital and Surplus Fund ¥ institute Apilene 2 ol FAHMEHS ﬁ MEHGHANIS NA”UNAI.
Mlisses Bun Div, Yats W | pay up to $21.50 p
$65.000.00 Hcwrurdl iy o A e PRl g g el |
| Ho | and G L Casl nt by return mail. Pacl B A N K
ker also spent a big part lage held 10 to 15 days subject 1
sender’s approval of our offer. . Merkel :: Texas
Highest prices paid for Old Gold |}
Home-mads« na | 1'esl J¢ L \ Gold rowns. Bride » ) “ N ‘ ~ ~
R s e 'l J. T. WARREN THOS. JOHNSON
United States Smelting Works, | PRESIDENT CASHIER
Fred A. Baker, who has been Inc. 1081 Goldsmith Bldg., |
working at Sapulpa, Ok., retumn Opp. Post Office. Milwau-
ed Monday. kee. Wis. Aug 23t20.

EXTRA SPEGIAL

Most every one likes to be cheerful, and as most of us have not lost a “dear boy over the seas” is a sufficient reason for

EXCEEDING JOY---CHEERFULNESS 5
f : and here is hoping that our Oil Field
The War is Over, Drouth is Smashed, is the Biggest in Texas

oo e e v ito: THESE WILL MAKE GOOD GIFTS D.iacre. Tadies. mistes and Onitarens

Coats, Fancy Bed Comfortable, Blankets, Table Damask

See our $5.90 Men’s Brown
Ladies’ Boots Shoes at $5.00“

Mens fine dress Shoes_ . _____________ $5.00 to $8.50 Ladies Dress-Up Shoes. . ____ ___.____. $3.50 to $7.50 Ladies Cow Lot Shoes ... .___ $1.95 and $2.95
Brown, Tan and Black Service Field Shoes _ _____________. .$3.50 to $6.00 Are heavy and stout

Just for Friday, Saturday, Monday GIVE $2 50 OFF
and Tuesday . .

on any $22.50 to $40.00 Suit, Over F 4 D o |
Coat or ladies Coat, Suit and Dress or ays n y

We thank you in advance for the good business given us, and sincerely pledge you that we are
ever on the alert to give you honest service

V'E WISH YOU A HAPPY X-MAS

= Y GOODS COMPANY

*
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Christmas Greetings

€ Your patronage the past year has been
appreciated, and we take this occasion to wish
{ for you a delightful Christmas and a Happy

and Prosperous New Year.

€ We are glad to have you make our 4

place of business your headquarters. We seek

to do the highest class of work at all times.

SR ——

€ Whenin

water,

need of repairs, tires, battery

work, gas, acetylene welding, and in

fact anything necessary in a modern garage.

¢ Call on us.

fhe Merkel Garage

Shristmas Greetings to You

€ Another year is passing, freighted with joy and sorrow.
Here's hoping that your joys exceed your sorrows; that your ac-
3 complishments out weigh your disappointments: that you have
' grown bigger and better through the experience of the months
that are gone.
€ We take this occasion to thank you for your patronage
and the kindness and consideration you have always shown us.

Building Materials

€ The drouth has not hindered our expansion. We are de-
termined to have the biggest and best lumber vard in all this
country. We have added a full line of Paints, Nails and general
Builders Hardware to our already extensive lines. We have
faith in the country. We expect to do business, and can not be-
lieve but that shortly building operations will begin in earnest.

€ Lumber, Doors, Cement, Paint, Shingles. Lime, Posts, Glass, Sash
Brick, Nails, Builders Hardware.

€ We have ample material on hand at all times and facilities to fur-
nish complete plans and build a modern residencg, or other structure, turn-
ing same over in a turn-key job.

Merkel

| THANK YOU

€ It would hard!y be in keeping with the spirit of the time
to pass by without thanking my many friends and customers for
I feel very grateful for the help
you have given and t‘n? kindness you have shown.

Lumber Company

&

their patronage the past year.

€ It is my dearest wish that you will have an enjoyable
Christmas and that the New Year will bring to you a full share
of prosperity.

€ Here is hoping that I may serve you even more accepta-
bly in the New Year than I have in the past.

Mrs. c. .L. caSh, Cleaning & Mending

1.

3 EAR Santa Claus, I'm waiting here
For you to come with your reindeer, 4
3 And bring the toys you've got for me
(7 Right down into this chimmeny.

: ;:- A @\S Can't Keep my head up very straight,
So hope you won't be awfly late.
Might go to sleep in this big chair.

So Santa, if you really care

To meet me, as I hope you do,

You'll make your reindeer come right thru.
'‘Cause if this date you're going to Keep,
Do hurry ‘fore 1 go to si ep

PR AR IS 0 3098,

s

, R
S~ e 4 s

D,

L)
o

&Wk

Mg

§,

Sl. Winnifred '
and the Trec'

One story of the origin of the t.'rw-n
tree as the Christmas tree among the |
people of northern Europe Is given in
a legend of St. Winnifred., It is one |
of the many thousands of those sim- |

| ple and beautiful beliefs that have at- |

tuched themselves to the midwinter |

| festival and which generally pass now |

| sign of an endless life,

lery and Cafe.

under the name of “Christmas myths.” |
It is related that St, Winnifred, a great
Christian missionary, began
oak which had been

lown a “sacred”

the object of worship by the northern |

pagans whom he was seeking to lead
aright., While he was hewing down the [
huge tree It was blasted by a sudden |
whirlwind, Close beside it was li
young fir tree, which was not harmed |
either by the whirlwind or by the fall
of the giant oak. Then St. \\'innifn‘d‘
Is reported to have spoken as follows |
to the pagans:

“This little tree, a young child of
the forest, shall be your holy tree to-l
night, It Is the wood of peace, for |
your homes are built of It. It is tlm[
for its leaves
are always green. See how it points |
toward heaven! Let this be called the |
tree of the Christ Child. Gather about |
it; not in the wild woods, but in your |
homes; there it will shelter no dm-dﬂ!
of blood, but loving gifts and acts of |
kindness."” |

The fir tree, the common evergreen |
of the northern regions, became the |
holy tree of the converted pagans, and |
in Its honor or in memory of the |
thoughts it stood for they decorated it ‘
with lights and gifts at Christmas.

el

NOTHING HAPPENED.

She sat beneath the mistletoe
Without the slightest fear;

She felt no wild, glad tremor, though
She knew he lingered near;

She sat there calm and unafraid,

And sleepily he yawned, for they'd
Been married for a year,

List your property with the
Merkel Realty Company, if you
want it sold.

Highest prices paid for good,

fresh eggs. NMM

cutting | -
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HROUGHOUT this
Christmastide and
'3 Coming Year may we con-

stantly give that greatest gift
of love— Service —to the
cause of right and justice, to
our fellow man and to our
' Country. Thus giving we
shall mert that joy which
comes only to those of whom
‘ Christ said: “Well done.”
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-' Oh, dey Bw Pm glad you
came, ",
! like wild animals - what’s 4.
tame. j 2
“m not afraid to squeeze you
tight,
Cause you won't smrlonmp
_ - or bite.
I'll take you with me ev'ry
day,
“» Togezzer we will romp und
f.‘ ph
* At m¢ht time, too my dune

3 Youll muggle by me in my
bed.

Be in position to back up that
New Year’'s resolution for 1919
by having bought all of the War
Savings Stamps you pledge for
Colds Cause Grip and Influenza

¥ la few hours.

. lof Liberty

GOODMAN Nk

I will write a few dots fron,
this part of the Oil Region. For
the benefit of those who may fail
to find Goodman on the map, will
say it is three miles west of the

new oil derrick on the Sears
ranch, in Jones county, better

known at Shiloh.

The young folks had an enjoy-
able singing at Sam Grayson's,
Sunday night. Special music was
rendered by Melvin Hail and
Hurley Cogburn,

Our school is progressing nice-
ly under the leadership of Prof.
J. R. Swafford, and Miss Mattie
.,'()Hl'\.

Health

very ‘,\"l)(yll.

of the community is
Only a few isolated
influenza are reported.
Our people have been very care-
safeguard the homes - of
by not earrying it from

cases of

! 4
LUl TO

others

thouse to house, which we all ap-

benefical in
out this dis-

preciate as it was
|helping to stamp

| ease,

i Supt. R.W. Conder reports the
|Sunday School at the Baptist
l(hlmh growing in interest. He
|said; Come on to Sunday school
lall of ye.

| C rop prospects are getting bet
ltu as the rainy season has come
jagain and the wheat and oats
lare spreading out and furnish-
ing pasture for the live-stock.
| which makes us all glad and joy-
'*'I again,

|'The erection of an oil derrick in
j| ur midst has created quite a
talk among our neighbors.

Uncle I.ee Carter and B. C.
that they have found
awfully unhandy to be
I their lives, bat what is

bothering them most now is how
'tc get by, Matt. 19: 23.

Uncle Finus Hail is all smiles
since the'rig went up. He went
over as visitor and inspector.His
health is also improving as the
work goes on. He says there
rsurely is oil or something else,
under this land as there is noth-
ing on top.

Hugh Grayson has improved
his residence by way of a new
coat of paint and other fixtures,
He says he is getting ready for
a bumper erop, and the oil boom.
But we don’t know for sure,.

Mr. Shelby Howell has return-
'ed from Ft Worth, and he says
there is no place like home and
‘the homefolks and home girls.
| Our Red Cross team is doing
good work this week. I hope
‘every home in our district will
<h0\\ a window flag in ‘1919,

OCASSIONAL.

| Hodge say
‘it to be

lu:uu'

!

| :

|

} A LAST LETTER
i ’

i

The following is the last letter
huuwd by Rev. and Mrs. Burk-
'« tt of Abilene from their son,
'Homer, who died shortly after
Ert;’-c‘mng France. It shows the
;u.;m of the boys who took the
long journey, with misgivings a-
bout their lctmn to their native
!L..nd. This young man was a brot-
lher of Mrs. Lytton Howard. The
’l' tter follo

WS
i N. Y. Harbor, Sept. 15.—
{Dear i"w(".-{s' al Home: We reach-
led here from Quantico last
:1 ,I t =nd eame aboard on boat

! ”t’?l\it‘l'\()ll," and will sail in
There are some
sky-serapers here all right. We
“ight in front of the Statue
now. The harbor is
[just full of boats of all sizes and
|descriptions.

| I'm afraid those
[Mike and Pat getting sea-sick
won't seem so funny in a few
lays, but I'll do my best to hold
‘my own.

This is a pretty good boat and
> 11 think will
right.

Hope you won't worry about
me for there’'s no need of it at
all. I'm well and happy and get-
ting along just fine.

Good-bye, good luck, . God
bless you.

‘.

are

jokes about

-~

Pvt. Homer W. Burkett,
Co. L. 13th. Regiment, U. S. M,
O,.AE. F.N.Y.

/(I///u v //h ///“//
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make the trip all
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Looking
Backward

The vear that is slipping a-
way has not been up to our ex-
pectations in a business sense,
and vet when we take a back-
ward look we are exceedingly
thankful for the great blessings
that have been ours, for the pat-
ronage we have received and for

1918

May be found in our big stock of Dry Goods and Cloth-
ing, and at prices ridiculously low, when compared

with the present wholesale prices.

the faithiul friends that
ours. We hope that time
dealt kindly with you and
your blessings are many.

has
that

PRACTICAL
TIONS

S1.00 Serge

1.25 Serge

2.00 Dress Goods

1.75 Silks

2.00 Silks

+. Bleached Sheeting
25¢ Domestics, per yard
Towels and bath sets
2.25 Table Linens
1.50 Table Linens .
1.00 Table Linens

XMAS SUGGES-

65 to 1.00

Our Big Sale

ave is still on and daily hundreds of dollars worth of goods
leave our building, giving the greatest testimony to the
real bargains we offer.

Come.

Looking
Forward

Here's hoping for every one a
Happy Christmas, a reuniting of
families and friends, and a re
al good time, free from the «
pressions that time is prone
bring.

Here's hoping for a New Ye

You are welcome

full

ve y

of Health and Prosperit

with good crops and plenty of o
Here's hoping that we can se

our needs as we have alwa

done.

PRACTICAL

XMAS SUGGE:!
TIONS

b

;: XMAS FRUITs GROCERY SPECIALS 530, Blue Serge Suits $26.7
1.69 27.50 Blue Serge Suits 23.7
1.19 LT 25. Blue Serge Suits 20.7.
1.69 Oranges Light Crust Flour £3.00 Suits in mixed colors, 12.6'

39 Apples White Swan Corn per doz. 2.00 _ ‘_“‘hi”-""'_'_-‘.hi”'-‘_—‘“'h"“‘

15 « Nuts No 2 Tomatoes pei doz. 1.50 Big Mm‘kfo'?'l':‘ I.:,h'_r_“ 25% oft
1.9% Candy arge Can Cooking Oil 1.80 Wool army :hi:,t:'. » S.Sl. to 5.00
1.39 Candied Pine-Apple 25¢ Catsup 20, Nice overcoats $10 to 27.56

83 Candied Cherries 25¢ Baking Powder .20 Complete stock Felt house shoes

-

.

<. |Anchor Mercantile Co.'

,!

. spring bubbling over into the

MERKEL

V=4 T E

X A S

The Merkel Mail|

Published Every Friday Morning by |
THE MERKEL MAIL PRINTING COMPANY, ING |
WALTER JACKSON, Editor and Manager

SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR
'I‘El EPHONE No. 61 |

Entered at the postoffice at Merkel |
Texu as second class mail matter.

In a recent sermon by Billy!
Sunday, he made thig statement ; |

“The young man or woman
who is ashamed of his father or
mother because they do not look
beautiful is a fool. If your moth-
er thought more of herself and
less of you, she might be fairer
and fresher than she is today,
for she was once as good looking
as you imagine yourself today.
And you might be proud to have
your friends meet her.”

Never were words more fitly
spoken. Go where you will, when
ever you find a boy or a ,girl a-
shamed of their father or their
mother, mark it down, you have
found somebody that can not be
trusted. Down deeper in the
human soul there ought to be a

New Year,with a good solid reso-
lution to remember and pay
greater attention te parents.
Perhaps the years have flown,
and we have become indifferent
owards them in the evening of
heir lives, when their hearts
urn back to the time when you
were a hopeful youngster, when
they laughed when you laughed,
and when you were in sorrow
they bore the burden with you,
‘hen you were sick they

thed the dampened ourls
spread your downy pillow.

l} e train or in their car and go
{on a pilgrimage back to the place
lof thefr birth, or where their
parents reside and cheer them
once again as of old, and make
the latter days of their existenc:

la smiling benediction?

~\ hamed of father and moth-
ler! We would rather

owuld bury us. We owe them 2
dept countless ages could not re-
pay. They labored with us and
for us when time was young,
and a little caressing now before
evening kisses night and our own
souls would rejoice.

A Service For The Scouts.

Services were held at the Bap- |

tist Church last Sunday night
for the Boy Scouts, with the
Camp Fire Girls as honor guests.
Splendid representations of both
organizations were on hand. The
house was crowded. Pastor Daw-
son dealt at length on the high
and noble principles of the or-
ganizations, of the direct bene-
fit to the lives of the boys and
girls and then asked the congre-
gation if they did not think the
organizations good. Every one
assented by standing.

Since taking charge of the
Scouts, Pastor Dawson has en-
deavored to arouse enthusiasm,
and is succeeding in a marvelous
manner. We hope to see every
boy that can come up to the re-
quirements lined up for the
Scouts in a short time. The
Camp Fire Girls, under the able
direction of Mrs. H. F, Groene,
are doing splendid work.

Both organizations hol
their cardinal principles health,

the rocks|
land the hills would fall upon us
‘..nd that the waters of the deep

TO THE PEOPLE OF MERKEL AND THE GREAT MERRKE
COUNTRY

As we near the time when we must bid farewel the Old
Year and kneel at the the New, we feel it

the ;{mnl ;wn;):v of

alter of appropriate to
Merkel and all this
thankful for the friends we have made and for the «
lshown ; we are thankful for the patronage accorded us,
ful for the universal hope that bubbles neath the natural oppres-
sions that have afflicted our beloved country for these two years.
We are glad to use the magic word, friend, and we use it advisedly,
for bound up in that one word is such wonderful wealth that the
gold of nations could not purchase, nor the
| turn aside. It is that charming vibration of intelligence that
' makes the whole world kin and the human heart to sing in freedom

and in joy.

The year has not been without its sorrow and its pain. As we
| look about we find here and there an empty hearthstone where

some loved one has departed, a friend gone, another tie on that far
away shore to lead and becon us on. Then again the hardships of
drouth has driven some from our midst that we felt pained to lose,
a separation, a friend gone to fight life's battles in other parts.
When we stop in the whirl of affairs and think for a moment, our
hearts grow tenderer, and we feel more inclined to smile upon our
friends while they are with us, to speak kindly while it
ring softly in ears not deaf to the touch of tenderness.

To those gone on before we can but say that they have only
slipped around the corner, playing hide and seek for others who so
soon must follow. Interlocked within that bond of never dying
friendship is the fountain of hope, the propelling power that moves
humanity to that majestic shore, where for a little while the cords
are broken, and then friend may talk with friend through uninter-
rupted bliss. p

It has been our privilege to sorrow when vou sorrowed, and
laugh when you laughed. The year has dealt kindly with some;
rwith others it has left a sting, but with the intermingling of joy
and sorrow we are able to read the thermometer of the human
heart beating bravely, steadfastly, hopefully, and are able to dis-
cern out of the mystery how love and hope and beauty grow in gar-
lands fair upon the fallow ground of the heart.

It is with undying hope that we launch into the New Year.

may yet

wonderful country. We are
wuntless favors |
and thank- |

powers of the world"

L WILSON TO STAY ABROAD

SIX WEEKS

Brest, Dec. 15.—President
Wilson plans to stay in Europe a
month or six weeks. He hopes to
|return to the United States not
|later than the latter part of Feb-
ruary. Should exigencies at
home demand it, he will not hesi-
ltate to hasten back to Washing-

!tun before that time.
The President feels
sence in Washington before the
adjournment of Congress will be
imperative, so he may keep nec-
essary legislation from dying | resttul
through the pocket veto system.

several
was of

than he has been for
yvears. The sea voyage

held to a simple diet thoughout
the trip and took plenty of exer-
cise.

ed at the delay in the opening of
the formal sessions. He directed
all possible functions to be crowd
ed into the least space of time.
so he may have his hand entirely |
free when the formal conferenc-
ces begin.

W. L. DILTZ WRITES CHRIST-
MAS LETTER TO HIS
MOTHER

The following letter was re-
ceived by Mrs. Diltz from her |
son, W. L. Jr,,

France, Nov. 18.—Dearest
Mother:—How I wish 1 knew
how you are feeling to-night,but
all I can do is to pray and hope

his pre-‘

Mr. Wilson is physically fitter|

visible benefit to his health. He |

The President was dissapoint-'

Travis, (of which I wrote 3
will be answered and I ecan
return to home and }'oi. f
could never be home wit....
you to welcome me, so let me
express my heart-felt wish for
you a very merry xmas and a :g
happy New Year. %

With a heart full of love and :
best wishes, I'am

Your son,
W. L. Diltz.

Piles Cured in 6 to 14 Days

Druggists refund money if PAZO OlNTIm
to cure l:c;:'lnt. Blind, ‘leodln‘ -y

lmun(:Lr;l.kRv:: tll::hm m m &

Plenty corn and corn chops
at G. M. Sharpe's

THIS IS CERTAIN

The Proof That Merkel Réaders
Cannot Deny.

What could furnish stronge
evidence of the efficiency of an
remedy than the test of time.

Thousands of people testify that
Doan’s Kidney Pills have broug-
bt lasting results.
| Grateful endorsements shou' -
prove undoubtedly the merits
‘this remedy. Years ago peo)
\right in this locality testified
the relief they had derived fr
;the use of Doan’s Kidney Pi
"They now confirm their testin
ials. They say that time has c,
|p.eted the test.
| Mrs. W. C. Shaw, 773 Locust
|St., Abilene, Texas, says: “M
'back was so lame I could hardl
'get up in the morning and my ki

vou are better and can recover neys acted irregularly.This troul
your health. I realize now as nev- |le had bothered me for years.
er before what a truly wonder- finally got Doan’s Kidney P
ful being you are. I guess others and they quickly cured me. On

1 have no use for the boy or character and a desire to do may and do care for me, but you box was all I needed and T fe!

~dig deep furrows of sorrow into

girl who is ashamed of his
parents. There is more hope of a
savage. But carelessness, busi-

ness, procrastination on our part,

parents hearts.
Christmas is here. Wouldn't it
be a splendid resolve for every

son and daughter, bhe they in
their teens of ww
sit down and write a , or
maybe better still, to jump on
' K &

a good deed each day. It might
be well for every individual in
all this country to aspire to these
virtues.

The services were greatly en-
joyed, and during the coming
year we expect many similar
occasions,

If you are going to want a
loan on that farm you had better
see W. O, Boney at once.

.

Ever before there is a widening avenue of opportunities, and here’s
hoping that into your coffers may flow all the prosperity that you
can stand and keep your heart tender and your mind free from the
depressions that burdensome prosperity might bring.

And again, dear friends, let us forget the sorrows and heart-
aches of the year that is gone and plunge into the New Year with
renewed vigor and hope, determined that our lives will count for
more, gnd if time deals harshly with us, let us not forget that in
the by and by it will not be so.

We wish you each and all a Merry Christmas and Happy

are the only one who under-
stands. You it is who has worked |

forgiven me, and now, that I
have left you, I'm aware momen-
tarily of your memory,which res-
embles more nearly than any-
thing else, a guardian angel.
You've been a blessing ' to me
and how I'm trusting that the

New Year. prayer so touchingly sent up at
THE/MERKEL MAIL llother’s Day Pro:rum in Camp
\
B . “ v . L :
» . . ; - P W aan 1 - 3 T 57 ey
et ¢ TR .i.';,f?r';LL}m?‘.fr?xr.‘- B ST e TR

better in every way.”
Over three years later &'s

for me, cared for me, loved me, Shaw added: “I still have greal

confidence in Doan’s Kidney

Pills, for he cure they gave m

has been permanent.” w
Price 60¢, at all . ealers, Dor

simply ask for a rem
—get Doan’s Kid:‘c?glb—

same that Mrs. Shaw had. )
ter-Miluburm Co., '
falo, N. Y.




ssortment of choice selections just received.
rdially invite vou te visit our store and will

rreat pleasure in showing you through our stoek

Jewelry Sets

Manicure Sets Wrist Watches

Ivory Goods
Perfumery

Stationery
Kodaks
Fountain Pens

MERKEL DRUG COMPANY

| E. D. COATS,

CLEAN CLOTHES

Am back on the job. Bring in your clothes and
let me fix them up trim for Christmas.

MRS. C. L. CASH

The Very Best and Most Timely

CHRISTMAS GIFT

q You.are racking your brain for something nice
to give a member of your family, or a friend.

¢ You have read the papers daily for the latest
news, yet in such shape that you could not get the
full news.

@ I am seiling for immediate delivery a history of
4 the war; reputable authors; good binding; timely;
interesting; 600 pages; 100 illustrations; all for $2.00

€ Order today and the book will be delivered without delay

Merkel

PHONE NO. 7

L i

- ———

O NS RED CROSS AMRICO TOOTH PASTE

DRAUGH

/ antiseptic refreshing paste, that
Ty alnessfgtloge =7l s, o

THE WAR IS NOT

THE COUNTRY NEEDS ITS PATRIOTS NOW
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE

Because several essential matters have yet to be attended to.
For ope thing we have not vet made peace with Germany, and
there is no tel ing what amount of police work may have to be
‘one., Germany has no proper government, and revolution and
pposition may be met with at any time. An armyof over two
milllon men and about a million men belonging to our sea force
have to be paid, fed, transported and then returned home. Enor-
mous government contracts for supplies cannot be repudiated
ut the goods must be paid for in full. Our great ship-buiding
‘ctivities des gned to make us at least the second greatest carry-
ng power in the world must be carried out at a cost of many

| mudions of dollars, to the ultimate advantage of every busines

. man in this country,

Our allies, if they need money, must hav
it.

To draw back now and to refuse to spend money would be
» place oursclves in the position of a business man who having
unk an enormous amount of capital and effort in a business
wits just at that moment when the business is on its feet an
s about to pay dividends

HOW THE GOVERNMENT WORKS.

It is really not a question of whether or not we desire to
nend more money—we MUST do it. A word of explanation as to
e manner in which the United States Government collects and
ends money will make this matter perfectly clear. When "the
var started, the Government contracted for goods to the value
f many hundreds of millions of dollars without having the
noney to pay for the goods. The Government then borrowed
{rom the banks on Short Term Certificates of Indebtedness the

necessary money to keep matters going and then repaid the banks
out of the First I, berty Loan. This method of fimance has been
mairtaned aver since: the Government always being in debt, It
.s a fact that nearly all of the Fourth Liberty Loan money has
'ready been spent and very soon the Government will be spend-

. ‘ng the money which you must supply in the shape of subscrip-

{ ons to the F.fth Liberty Loan.

GOOD TIMES COMING.

We hope, and with good reason, that after the close of the
war, we shall find ourselves with an enormous international bank
account, with the people ¢f Europe owing us possibly five hundred
million dollars yearly in interest alone on our Loans to them,
that we shall find ourselves with a magnificent merchant fleet
vhich will carry our goods promptly and cheaply to every part
f the world, and that the demand for our manufactured products
will be so great that we shall have an era of prosperity unknown
in the history of the nation. It takes capital to conduct business
and now is the time for every sensible business man to put by
money for use during that period of activity and prosperity that
we look forward to in the near future.

PATRIOTISM AND GOOD SENSE.

There is no better way of taking care of this money than
by investing in Liberty Bonds, Every dollar so placed is a splendid
investment and the placing of it constitutes an act of the truest
patriotism.

THE MOST IMPORTANT POINT OF ALL

Is the fact that all of our sacrifices, including those of our
noble dead in France will have been in vain unless we finish the
task which we have undertaken. We have poured out our blood and
treasure in order that we may ensure to ourselves and the world
freedom, democracy and happiness, Having won the right to
institute these principles on a world wide basis, shall we now draw
back at the very moment when our object is within our grasp?
It is unthinkable.

READ WHAT THESE MEN SAY.

These men representative of what is best in the business

1 fe of the community.
Hon. W. P. “(r'bh_\’,
Governor State of Texas.

“l am approhensive that the citizens of this State might
overlnok their present and future obligations to the Government
incident to vetory. It is hoped that holders of Liberty Bonds
il not place them immediately; on the market, but that they
w1 ~ontinue the eonduct of their business affairs on a war basis
elding themselves in readness to further finance the Govern-
nent and to refrain from doing any act which mght impair the
vae of outstanding Government securities.”

Jas Callan, F
President of the Cattle Raisers Association of Texas.
Menrard, Texas,

“The country is not restored to normal conditions by the
sgn‘ag of the Armistice, nor is the drouth-stricken areu
cstored to normal by reason of recent rains. The people shoqld
¢ implored to preserve their patriotism, economy and industrial
cndeavors to the end of supporting our Government aqd them-
selves.”

Hon. W. P. Hunt,
Governor of Arizona.

“The people of this State and elsewhere will speedily come
io a realization that the sacrifices the allies have made will be
mmavailing unless the reconstruction is in accordance with true
iemoeratic principles. Those principles necessitate a direct re-
‘ponsibility by every individual in the Government, a responsi-
llity which can only be met by continued retrenchment including
‘he holding of all war securities, foregoing luxuries until every
oldier has returned to his home and above all it is necessary
.0 maintain production wherever possible and to convert war
ndustries into normal peace activities. The sacrifices that have
heen made must not be followed by domestic chaos.”

tlon. R. L. Williams,
Governor State of Oklahoma.

“Cit zens must not make the mistake of thinking the war is
aver. Remain np tasks of the war—demobilizing of 2rmies and re-
turning tc normal industries of millions of sokdlers and iaborers
var factories—demand patriotic co-operation from every citizen.
Additional Loans are te be floated. It is unpatriotic now to
‘hrow bonds on the market needlessly. The next few months of
ffort will be the real test of patriotism. Real patrits will obey the
equests of their Government leaders just as cheerfully as they
sreyed them a year age.”

2enator Morris Sheppard,
Washington.

“Absolutely essential that it be everywhere understood that
sacrifices and restirictions are needed to keep the Government
sroperly financed and our soldiers clothed and fed. Any attempt
't this time to throw off all restrictions and resume normal con-
litions ht have serious effect on our entite economic and busi-
038 tions and fatally impar our ability to make certain
the gloricus fru ts of our great struggle for human leerty."'

il .RG.Mtv
- Govcrnor::)ll.onidam.

Mrs. Deavenport Dead.

The friends and wequaintances
of Mrs. Annie Jewel Deavenport
were saddened to learn of her
death, which took / place at her
heme in Duncan, Ok., December
12; at the age of 27 years, 1
month and 20 days.Mrs, Deaven-
port was the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. J. W. Dowdy of Trent.
Her husband,Brown Deavenport,
is very low and could not attend
the funeral, which took place in
Merkel last Saturday afternoon,
the services being held at the
Christian church, and inter-
ment taking place immediately
afterwards in Rose Hill ceme-
tery. Elder Jessie P. Sewell of
Abilene, conducted the services.

Mrs. Deavenport had been
Imarried about nine years and
was the mother of three child-

ren, one boy and two girls. Be-
sides her parents, husband and
children, she is survived by four
brothers and one sister.

She was a member of the
Christian church here, having
joined in early girlhood.

She has many friends in this
section who esteem her highly
for her many virtues. A real
friend, a dutiful wife, a true
hearted mother, she was, and the
hour of her going is dark indeed
to those whose very lives were
mingled with her’s. Our sympa-
thy goes out to the bereaved
ones.

Her children are very low, al-
s0, but hopes are entertained for
their recovery.

Ii a recent letter Mrs. D. W.
Isley f Litehfield, I1l., says, “I
have used Chamberlain’s Tablets
for disorderds of the stomach
and as a laxative, and have found
them a quick and sure relief.” If
you are troubled with indiges-
tion or constipation these tablets
will do you good.”

Word of Appreciation

We, the faculty and students
of the Merkel H'zh Schoo! wish
to express our sincere thanks
for, and appreciation of, the
careful, painstaking work of
Mrs. Thomas Bearden and Miss
Dovie Teaff in the making of
our beautiful Service Flag.

We ask that a copy of these
resolutions, adopted by the fac-
ulty and students, be sent to
Mrs. Bearden and Miss Teaff and
o copy to the Merkel Mail.

Respectfully submitted,
Miss Annie L. Smith
Miss Ona Faye Bland
Miss Iva Bragg,

Miss Lula Mae Boaz.
Miss Ruth Brown.
Mr Guy Darsey.

Stomach Trouble

“Before I used Chamberlain’s
Tablets I doctored a great deal
for stomach trouble and felt ner-
vous and tired all the time.These
tablets helped me from the first,
and inside of a week’s time I had
improved in every way.” writes
Mrs. L. A. Drinkard, Jefferson
City, Mo.

Reynolds Baby Dead.

The infant of Mr. and Mrs.
B. B. Reynolds of the While
Church community, only three
days old, a few days ago. In-
terment took place =t White
church cemetery Tuesday .

Buy your groceries and grain
from G. M. Sharp and save en-
ough to buy war saving stamps

Why not take a business edu-
cation and be of some help in
winning the war, The Merkel

the very best training in short-
hand and typewriting to be had.
A new class is just starting.

A TEXAS WONDER.

The Texas Wonder cures Kid-
ney and Bladder troubles, dis-
solves gravel, cures diabetes
weak and lame backs, rheuma-
tism, and all ~ irregularities of
the kidneys and bladder in both
men and women, regulates blad-
der troubles in children. If not
Rl o W

botdle is

g
g1
i

.
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Business College can give you|.

ARMENIA

Had 1 the tears of all the years
Since tears began to flow
I could not shed them fast
enough
To rightly speak her woe. .

O little harried garden land
O Eden of man’s birth,

O tortured stricken country,
Her grief thrills all the earth.

She stretches
hands
Let her not ery in vain!
O give and give and give once
more
To ease Armenia’s pain—Amy
Shedman Bridgman.

out her bleeding

mED CROSS
STONE ROOT AND BUCHU COMPOUR
Of unexecclled value for the treatment
of kidney diseages. Pains in the back
and burning sensations are symptoms
cf kidney troubles, which are quickly
overcome by use of this remedy, This
and more than one hundred other Red
Cross Remedies soid and guaranteed
only by

Grimes Drug Store

and grand daughter, Gladys, left
the past week for Dallas county,
where they will make their home
in future,

For Croup
“Chamberlain’s Cough Rem-
edy is splendid for croup,” writ-
es Mry. Edward Hassett, Frank-
fort, N. Y. “My children have
been quickly relieved of attacks
of this dreadful complaint by its

use.” This remedy contains no

opium or other narcotie, and may
be given to a child as confidently
as to an adult.

If we haven't what you want
we'll get it. The Merkel Realty’
Company.

——

Catarrh Cannot Be Cured

with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they
cannot reach the seat of the disease.
Catarrh is a local disease, greatly in-
fluenced by constitutional conditions, and
in order to cure it you must take an
internal remeoedy. Hall's Catarrh Medi-
cine is taken internally and acts thru
the blood on the mucous surfaces of the
system. Hall's Catarrh Medicine was
prescribed by one of the best physicians
in this country for years. It com-
posed of some of the best tonics known,
combined with some of the best blood
?um\eu. The perfect combination of
he ingredients in Hall's Catarrh Medi-
cine is what produces such wonderful
results in catarrhal conditions. Send for
testimonials, free.
F.J. CHENEY & CO., Props., Toledo, O.
All Druggists, ¢

Hall's Family Pills for constipation. «

Further more, the best Chirst-
mas gift you can give this year
is a package of those little green
War Savings Stamps.

Grove’s Tasteless chill Tonic

restores vitality and energy by purifying and en-
riching the blood. You can soon feel its Strength-
ening, lovigorating Effect. Price 80c.

PROFESSIONAL

—D-E-N-T-1-8-T—

Dr. F. N. Reynolds
Office Hours 8—12 AM;1—5 PM
Over Woodroof-Bragg’s Store.

DR. J. E. ADKISSON

Physician and Surgeon
Hours From 6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Office over City Barber Shop
Phones: Of. 163, Res. 187, Nov®

DR. MILLER

Over Woodroof-Bragg Company
Physician and Surgeon
Eyes Tested and Glasses

General Practice

W. W. WHEELER
Real Estate, Fire, Accident and
Tornado Insurance Agent,
Notary Public.
Office over City Barber Shop.
Merkel Texas

G. W. JOHNSON
Insurance—Notary Public
Over Woodroof-—Bragg's Store,

Merkel —:— Texas

W. P. MAHAFFEY

Attorney at Law o
Merkel and Abilene, Texas
Merkel Office in rear
State Bank.

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Breeden /




PRE-INVENTORY

Saturday

November
510,

This big sale is now in full swing. \

brains over little remembrances to friends and loved ones.
your every need while prices are marked down.

Here is whert
Let’s make this a real

price every day. We are even selling goods that have just been received at a

to do more business.

We are willing to divide our profits with our custorr

successful business career, and now we offer you seasonable goods at the mo

You are Always Welcome in Qur Store

€ Our store has enjoyed a large and ever increasing patronage for many year
We have built up our reputation on square and fair dealing. We have alway
tried to carry the very best quality,and in every instance we have endeavored t
hold the prices down in keeping with safe business policy. Our buyers are peopl:
of broad experience and in more fields than one have gained a reputation for the use of taste. We
confidently believe that our many friends and customers will appreciate the bargains we are offer-

ing and will come early to do their Christmas shopping.

SPEBIALS IN I.Al]IES WEAR

Ladies ext S1.00
10 « imn l.\h ‘.«;'" "--‘-‘\T‘II. rh\:"»,‘l'w'z :;w'.‘w NG
2() dozen ladies and 3¢ fleeced union suit orth 81.5

sale now at . . _— . . . 5¢
10 dozen children’s EZ union suits e e . : 95¢
Ladies ankle length fleeced drawers on sale at BB R s 15¢
20 dozen ladies black hose, worth 25 cent, now at G 0 v s 108
50 pieces of red seal ginghams, sold at 35¢, on sale now at 29¢
1 Lot good dress ginghams on sale, per yvard e cins B
1 Lot ladies corsets, values up to $2.50, special price ......... 50¢
Ladies $2.50 cotton sweaters B A S e Bty ] . 1.95
Ladies and misses $3.95 mercerized sweaters LY raes e Pl
- B0 - NN IOV Bt s o v v e Frdevsnvd et 5 s b v o v B
Ladies 50¢ tan hose at ..........cc.v0nvven. 29¢

LADIES SUITS,COATS, DRESSES
SKIRTS AND WAISTS

Ladies $22.50 velvet coats, colors green, navy and bu gundy

on sale at . .. A P ¥ T e . . RPN § o A
Ladies $35.00 black P]L sh coats, \p«-v:‘.l o . h . ; . 29.950
]\'H\\",)Hhuh}bxlf(:ll\.,., Ei- S o s doula ........'..”.93
Ladies and Misses $16.50 coats of plaids and mixtures, ..... 12.95

We have a big reduction on all misses and children's coats.

Ladies $22.50 suits, colors navy and brown ............... 17.95
Ladies S’d() 50 suits, colors navy and brown ............... 13.95
Big reduction on all ladies silk skirts and (‘n 3ses.

Ladies Silk Waist Specials

LADIES, MISSES

.
! «
4 p |
/ .,"; ) §
(' s p
. >
\ R \2 - SHOES -
\ ‘.F .\
1 P
\ y \ i
~- \ TYWER
- . .
)
Every one acquainted with the shoe trade will understand the
ng bargi 1 our splendid line of ladies dress shoes
We show a line of ne tvles and latest models of the very best
materials. They will meet the criticism of the most select buyers.
We must reduce this stock and have marched up to the i’.‘n‘;’.li'
! i“x‘ | S0 '\i,.‘_'.' SACIH1N(
LL.adi 2 511,00 Grey kid Bootscut to . .. CE Ted s e s rasies s oD
L.a 89.50 Grey Kid Boots cut to e v onsisny ot Tl
Ladies 8.00 Grey kid Boots low heel cut 10 ............... 6.95
Ladies 8.50 Brown Kid Boots cloth tops ... ... ...... .... 695
Ladies 8.00 Brown Calf Boots low heels cut tn WIT. e T,
Ladies 7.50 Brown Kid Boots low heelscut to ............. 995
Ladies 8.50 Black Kid Boots Louis heel .................. 795
Ladies 8.00 Black Kid Boots Louis heel .................. 695
Ladies 7.50 Black Kid Boots low heek . .......... e viun. 6.95
Ladies 6.50 Black Kid Boots low heel ............... siiee ONED
One lot ladies shoes worth $3.50 to $4.50, in small sizes only, on
bargain table. at yoOur cholce fore, . . . covesscsvcsssossne o $1.95

All MISSES AND CHILDRENS SHOES GREATLY REDUCED
DURING THIS BIG SALE

MISSES AND CHILDRENS' SHOES

And in quoting the prices above, we have not overlooked the young
folks and children. Postively the knife has done its work in their
department. We do not reserve a pair of shoes in the house. In
spite of increasing prices we are making a cut on all. The health of
the children demand good shoes—we have then and sell them for
less. The quality of our shoes are unquestioned. We handle high
grade and standardized lines. And we can fit in all the varying
styles and do it at reduced prices. You will have to buy—Come let
us show you through. Courtesy is our motto; we take pains to
please each and every customer.

Men's Best Grade
Buck Brand Overalls & Jumpers
Sale Price $1.90

Old Santa

To one and all, and is sending big

We are determined to do our part
turning out dolls by the hundreds a.

child. Drop a letter to old Santa in
want him to bring.

SEE OUR CHRIS

A feature that always appeals to the
our booth. There is every little choic
expert hands can make.

SUITABLE GIFTS FOR WOMEN

Silk Hosiery Dainty Lingerie Boudier Caps

House Shoes Knit Toques Camisoles
Neckwear Ribbons Purses
Towels Linens Ete.

s

Al Millingry

Ladies georgette waists, $6.00 values, at . ................. $5.25
Ladies crepe-de-chine waists, $3.95 values, at ............ 3.45
Ladies wash silk waists, sold for $2.95, special ............. 2.65
Ladies organdy and voile waists, sold for $2.50 and $3.00, now at
I R s vt ey o e e e b R g st s ol R
$1.50 82-inch Damask at per yard ..................... $1.25
R0 TUROR DAMBIE AL DOF PRI . i vorteissossivesssssde 49¢
LT L TR S T T RS IR SR £ S R el e U e 69¢
COER e R e e T e PR | AV AR R 49¢
O T ¥ Ry g LD N S T SR ) 12¢
RO TR SR R e e ALY PRI R 29¢
LY AN CARNE TIRDIEIIE s . i ohs e nn i b ae s a e te e 1.25
36-inch bleached domestic, free of starch, at per yard ....... 211
40-inch sea island domestic, worth 80 cents now at .......... 21¢
9/4 bleached pepperell sheeting, worth 75 cents, on sale at . .. 59¢
9/4 brown pepperall sheeting, worth 65¢ onsaleat ......... bd¢

Holiday Prices on
Comforts and Blankets

All wool and cotton blankets at a

Big Reduction

WOODROOF-BRAG!

MERKE L
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is the

unt for most.

| Xmas of good cheer and thanksgiving.

time when you are racking your
Attend our Pre-Inventory and Victory Sale and supply

Merchandise is increasing in

r can be replaced wholesale. We are notgoing out of business,we mean

‘wo years of drouth you have enabled us to move right along with our

es. We name many items that will be suitable gifts---and serviceable

Reason for This Record-Breaking Sale

e have tried to time our sale to the convenience and needs of our people.
weather is here, which makes the buying of comfortable clothing a necessi-
hristmas is rapidly approaching and you can hardly find it in your heart to
1e beautiful spirit of the occasion pass without remembering a friend or
one, and then again as the last hours of the o!d year fades away, we will busy ourselves tak-

wvoice, and it is our dearest desire to cut our stock to the lowest possible figure

We had rather

» our entire stock on the bargain counter than to wade through numerous remnants and pieces.

Ends
Tuesda

nents every day from Toy Land.

38 2 the children. Old Santais
\\ e ‘e bidding for one for every

o1 mail box, telling us what you

= ‘TMAS BOOTH

ung folks, and older ones, too, 1s
vnd dainty Christmas present that

SUITABLE GIFTS FOR MEN

indkerchiefs House Shoes Bath Robes
Gloves Shirts Shoes
Hats Ties Suits
Caps Ete.

‘7 Hosiery

“Half Price!

Men and Boys Shoes

All Men's Shoes Reduced

One lot mens English Walking Shoes, famous Whitehouse
brand, worth $7.50 $4.95

20 pajr mens Beals & Bratt shoes,gunmetal button shoes,
worth $7.50, only .. 9425

, Pre-Inventory Sale price only

All Boys Shoes Reduced

Come and see

Fair and Square
Dealing

Only one price will prevail during this sale.
favorites.

We have no
We are dividing our profits to all alike.
Those who come first will have their choice from a select

stock. We want you so make your bill with us.

Hose Hose Hose

Big assortment of hose for men, women and

children. Remember this is the home of the

famous Iron Clad line. A reduction in price

is given on all.

One lot ladies hose worth 25¢.____________ it S 19¢
One lot ladies hose worth 20¢______________________. 15¢
One lot misses and boys hose worth 80c______________ 21c

Purses

Ete

TEXAS

YRARR

RY GOODS CO.

SPE(}IALS IN MENS WEAR

One lot men’s heavy cotton sweaters, worth $3.00, on sale ... $1.45
Oni 'IH.'H.\lw ather work gloves, worth 75¢ onsale ........ 49¢
One int men’s gauntlet canvas gloves,worth 25¢ sale price .... 15¢
One lot lwv\\ dress shirts, worth 75,¢ onsale ............... 49¢
M n s heavy ribbed undershirts, worth $1.00 at ........... 85¢
Men's heavy ribbed drawers, worth $1.00, at .............. 85¢
One lot men's wool Vests, \V()Yl?i ﬁll.rﬂ’. sale }‘Yi(\‘ ...... R 3(’(
One lot children’s leggans, worth 75¢, sale price ............ 35¢
One lot boys two piece, fleeced lined and ribbed underwesr, wortn
o0¢ per garments, nowonsaleat ...........cociiv0viv... 39¢
One lot of men’s $£2.25 bleached unionsuits, special at ....... 1.95

MEN’S CLOTHING

We challenge competition to produce a better made line of
men’s suits than we carry in stock. Our lines are known nation
wide-—Hart Schaffner Marx and Stvleplus. They are standard and
call for the very last word in style and materials. Only a short
time ago we received a big shipment. Our suits are not carried
over.They are new.Every suit in the house carries a reduction, and
that in spite of a big wholesale increase since our shipment arriv-
ed. We reserve nothing. We will be proud to please, for in pleasing
we are sure you will be inclined to call again. We are jealous of our
reputation and are willing to stake it on the quality and prices of
our choice lines.

$35.00 Hart Schaffner Marxonsaleat .................. $27.95
i‘) .00 Styleplus Suits NOW &t . ... oo v verrnvronconssess 20.99
$25. 00 Styleplus Suitsonsaleat ................... 21.95

OVER COATS
$30.00 Hart Schaffner Marx Over coats ..........c.c.... $25.95
$27.50 Hart Schaffner Marx Overcoats ................. '23.95
$25.00 Styleplus and Hart Schaffner Marx Over coats ...... 21.95
One lot mens suits worth $15.00, while they last at ........ 9.95
MENS AND BOYS CAPS

One lot mens and boys caps worth .75¢,onsaleat ........... 419¢
One lot mens caps worth .50¢, sale price ... ... ........... 29¢

Boys Clothing

Hercules clothes are all
wool, the best that money

can buy.

These are also on sale at

ridiculously low prices

Come in and fit your boy

ALL woor'
sove
HERCULES
surr

Daver loum,. A

in a Hercules Suit

=T INp
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Only a few of our splendid Pho- Our show window carries a nice assort-

ment. of
Cedar Chests
Matting Boxes
Chairs and Rugs

[Intil Christmas,

nographs left,

these musical instruments «go at a

Reduced Price

You can make no Christmas gift
that will be more appreciated.

You can add no more elegant in- all of which are classed as useful gifts

s

- A. B. Barrow Furni

]

-
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Ho“day CHRISTMAS

Eats

FISH

Oranges
Apples
Cakes
Choice Canned Goods

OYSTERS

Good Coffee — Good Pastry

&\

Good Chilli

Make your Christmas
Select Bakery Products

Grocery and Feed

A Merry Xmas to All blll with us

Metropolitan Bakery Bob Martin

and Cafe VA PR P 9. | Grocery Co.

FPECERTESLEPIELATRLCETELITRICEIIPRRRVRLE®
TRRELECTLICIPLLCLEHILPILRECEVIITIIREEHY

ESPBPIPGLEB LIPSO BVRBS

CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS

We have a full line of Oranges, Apples, Candy, Nuts, Cranberries, ete., for Xmas. Besides we
carry at all times a full stock of Groceries and Feed, and will appreciate a call when you need
anything in the above lines
See us for Heaters, Cook Stoves, and in fact, anything in the Hardware and Grocery lines

Crown Hardware Co.
G T . ¢ | Nl |

*
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fluence to the home than the lofti- and they are ”
est thought of the deepest thinkers . j
given through the Phonograph. Reduced in Price ”
3
Only a limited supply of childrens chairs. Come early and make choice ;"
o “

ture Company |
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lets and pencils.
lowing items:

Victory X-Mas Sale

This is of course a Victory Xmas and should be the
most glorious one ever for all the world. We offer
you in this sale our entire stock of holiday goods,
hosiery, underwear, work shirts, overalls, threads
and dry goods, notions, together with our queens-

ware, Glassware, enamelware, express wagons, tab-
We quote you prices on the fol-

$2.50 Mens union suits _______ $1.69 60c Ladies hose, white and black 49¢
2.00 Mens 2-piece underwear. . 1.69 $1.25 Ladies hose, black. _______ 1.00
2.00 Mens overalls .. ________. 1.89 25¢ Childrens hose___.__________20¢
2.25 mens overalls ___________2.00 35¢ Childrens hose ________. __29¢ |
1.00 mens work shirts ________ 92¢ Crochet cotton in white and colors |
1.35 mens flannel shirts_ __ 1.55 e, P B Nt LT T 25¢ |
75¢ Bovs and misses unions 55¢ Talcum and face powders . _15¢ to 25¢
65¢ La;jies vests_ _ ... 49¢ $2.00 cups and saucers, real china
$1.50 Ladies union suits_._.____1.00  S€l ... = S wpuhs o 51:65
25¢ mens half hose_ ... ... ___. 19¢ fgt") Cqu and \-d"l.cﬁr_‘ real Ls};l;g
60c mens half hose ... 43¢ Good as an\bod\b express wagon
25¢ Ladies hose, black ... ._____20¢ for. _____ $1.00 to $2.75
50¢ Ladies hose, black . _.35¢ School tablets 6 for 25¢

These are just a few of the many values offered in
which
If you fail to buy
Yours for business,

this “Victory Christmas Sale,’
and lasts throughout December.
from us we both lose money.

THE RACKET STORE

J. M. DRY, PROP.

WE KEEP NOTHING, BUT SELL EVERYTHING

begcins now

BUY YOUR
Christmas Fruits, Nuts
Apples, Oranges
and Candies
Also Fresh Cigars

Best Prices on Patent Medicines

A. C. BONEY

PLUMBING AND WINDMILL
WORK

I will appreciate your Patronage and
Guarantee my Work

B. T. (Tye) SUBLETT At Crown Hardware Co.

Specialty in Farm Loans

Inspector on the ground—Quick Service

Real Estate and Fire Insurance

W. 0. BONEY West of Farmers State Bank

Government Says Buy Coal Now

A coal famine will follow this fall. Our ships are
to be supplied at any cost. You save;imoney and in-
sure your coal supply by buying now.

)| WARREN BROS.
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The Christmas
Spirit

K
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1z I ind under the spur of con-
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| servation pleas wrongly un-
derstood, there is danger
this year that something of
the Christmas spirit will be

lost, Never before has it been more
important that it should not be. The
Christmas spirit as well as civilization |
and liberty must be saved. The world
is in the midst of a war that is wrench- |
ing men's hearts; a nation that has
made peace its emblem is throwing it-
self and every resource into the con-
flict: on all sides sons have parted |

from mothers and fathers; news of
casualties is being received, Under |
such circumstances it might be natural |
for the weak to yield to depression.
This must not be. There Is a brave |
and cheery side to the picture, which |
must be kept constantly in our hearts |
and minds.

Preserving and accelerating the
Christmas spirit of other years will|
help do this; omission of the usual|
acts of kindness and generosity will|
add needlessly to the depression that |
all are trying to drive from theml
Hearts were never in greater need ol|
cheering than this year. Nor was|
there ever greater need for an outlet
of the spirit of kindness and generos
ity In man. We are engaged In the un
pleasant business of bringing to het
senses by force a brutal government
That is the task of the hour. But it
should not be permitted to blind our
eyes to the things wholly of the spirit,
to dull sensibilities into disregard of
obligations less pressingly important,
but equally essential to the preserva-
tion of the flnest type of Amerlican
manhood and womanhood. That is
why charities in war times should be
more generously supported than Ip
days of peace; why this Christmas
should be made, if possible, cheerier
and happler than any Christmas that
has gone before.

There are some people who cannot |
afford to observe this Christmas as
they have observed it iz years pre
ceding. There are others who can bet-
ter afford to be generous than ever
All should give in proportion. There
18 no reason why they should not, and
every reason why they should. Not tc
do so will be unpatriotic and seifish.

The Quinine That Does Not Affect The Head

’W

The lttnt_glmnmal

And there were in the
same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock
by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Xg
Lord came \:En them, and
the glory of Lord shone
round about them;
they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto
them, fecr not; for, behold,
I bring you good tidhgt of
great joy, which shall be to
all ple.

r unto you is born this
day h the city of David a
Saviour, which is Chrht
the Lord

And this shall be a

ob‘nm. .mm
wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a

manger,

And suddenly there was
g3 g L
of heavenly
God, and sayin

Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as
the angels were gone away
from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to an-
other: Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us.

And they came with
haste, and found Mary, mdi!

g {:seph. and the babe lying

and

a manger,
And when they had seen
it, they made known abroad ¢
the saying which was told
Y& them concerning the chi]d.{
\: And all they that heard
it wondered at those things
which were told them by i_!
A the shepherds.
* But Mary kept all thesca
& things, and pondered them
in her heart. ?
2 And the shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and
pr.xsmg God for all the
things that the{ had heard
t was told

and seen, as
unto them.
—St. Luke ii: 8-20

,ﬁm

A QGood Business Man,

A commercial traveler had taken a
large order {o Scotland for a consign-
ment of hardware and endeavored to
press upon the canny Scottish man-
ager who had given him the order a

Christmas gift of a box of Havana ok |1 0sh poultry wire over the open |more good than any

gars,

Naw,” he replled. *“Don't try to
bribe a man, I cudna tak them and
I am a member of the kirk."”

“But will you not accept them as a
Christmas present?”

“I cudna,” sald the Scot.

“Well, then,” sald the traveler, “sup-
pose I sell you the cigars for a mevely
nominal sum-—say, sixpence?”

“Weel, In that case,” replied the
Scot, “since you press me, and, not
liking to refuse an offer weel meant,
I think "Il be taking two boxes.” ‘

|

A Christmas Wish,
Though the weather'y oold
Here’'s a warm wish v"m
Mey your Christmas day be marry

Very-Very-Very,

A Necessity,
“Good will among men is a pﬂmn
necessity of reasouable living.—Arn-
old Bennett.

FLEAS ON POULTRY

The dry weather prevailing in
a large section of Texas has caus-
ed a serious growth of the flea|
attacking the farm poultry flock.
This sucking insect, if permitted
to breed, causes considerable re-
duction in egg yield and stunts
the growth of all fowls, particu-
larly the growing stock.

Fleas breed rapidly under the
floors of b #nes cribs and poultry
houses, where the poultry can
gain access to avoid the heat of |
the sun. They breed in filth and
rubbish and in the droppins of |
the hen house.

The correct method of control
iz to soak the flea breeding places
with salt water, which kills the|
eggs as they are dropped by thoi
adult fleas on {he hen.Direct sun- »
light is another method of eradx-
cation. Fowls should be prevent-

W kXA led from taking refuge undey
by Aoy ¥, 2 Wﬂm by stri~~ég w
~ g
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new, the designs the very

I adies Wrist Watches
Diamnod LaValliers
Cameo LaValliers
Bracelets

lLodge Emblems
Watch Charms
Wateh Fobs

€ Before buying your Christmas presents, be sure and look
over our choice selection of suitable presents.

solid Gold Rings
Tie Clasps
Cuff Buttons
Stick Pins

Be sure and pay us a visit, whether you buy or not.
anxious to please, and will take pains to show you our stock.

T. L. GRIMES

Our stoek is

latest, the quatity the best.

Watch Chains
[.adies Watches
Gents Watches

Fountain Pens
\Waist Pins
‘(ameo Brooches

We are

11gS.

the fowls to kill the adult flea as|David Freeman,
face, |Scotia. These
By treating |the stomach and improve the di-

it is found sticking to the
comb and wattles.

tablets [

|have ever used.My trouble was a
There is no virtue in treating |heavy dull feeling after eating—

Kempt, Nova
tablets strengthen

the breeding places the flea will |gestion. They also regulate the

finally be exterminated, without |liver and bowels.

the necessity of laboriously treat
ing each fowl in the flock.

For That Dull Feeling After
Eating.

used Chamberlain’s |
and can

[ have
Tablets for some time,

\testify that they have done me

|

They are far
superior to pills but cost no more

No Worms in a Healthy Child

All children troubled with worms have an un-
healthy color, which indicates poor blood, and as a
rule, there is more or less stomach disturbance.
GROVE'S TASTELESS chill TONIC given regularly
for two or three weeks will enrich the blood, im-
prove the digestion, and act as a General Strength-
ening Tonic to the whole system. Nature will then
throw off or dispel the worms, and the Child will be
in perfect health. Pleasant to take. 60c¢ per bottle.

FRUIT CAKE

December 24th.

€ We are specializing on Fruit
Cake in quantities of from i

1 T0 5 POUNDS

¢ Order now and we will put it
away and ready for delivery by

¢ We make it in quantities of
choice materials and can sell it to
you cheaper than you can make it.

¢ When your soldier boy returns
remember we make

Ghristmas, Wedding and Party Cakes

to order

WETROPOLTAN BAKGRY MO GAF
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WITH OUR CHRISTMAS

GREETINGS

A

We feel that it 1s Iin Keeping
with the spirit of the occasion
to gratefully

THANK YOU

for the patronage extended
us the past year, and here is
hoping that our pleasant re-
lations will continue into the
hopeful new year.

E. L. Rogers

Groceries and Feed Fruits and Candies

The Farmer Receives More Than Five
Thousand Dollars a Minute From
Swift & Company

This amount is paid to the farmer for live
stock, by Swift & Company alone, during the
trading hours of every business day.

All this money is paid tothe farmer through
the open market in competition with large and
small packers, shippers, speculators and dealers.

The farmer, feeder, or shipper receives
every cent of this money ($300,000 an hour,
nearly $2,000,000 a day, $11,500,000 a week) in
cash, on the spot, as soon as the stock he has
just sold is weighed up.

Some of the money paid to the farmer dur-
ing a single day comes back to the company in
a month from sale of products; much does not
come back for sixty or ninety days or more.
But the next day Swift & Company, to meet the
demands made by its customers, must pay out
another $2,000,000 or so, and at the present high
price levels keeps over $250,000,000 continuously
tied up in goods on the way to market and in
bills owed to the company.

This gives an idea of the volume of the
Swift & Company business and the requirements
of financing it. Only by doing a large business
can this company turn live stock into meat and
by-products at the lowest possible cost, prevent
waste, operate refrigerator cars, distribute to
retailers in all parts of the country — and be
recompensed with a profit of only a fraction of
a cent a pound—a profit too small to have any
noticeable effect on the price of meat or live stock.

MUST INCREASE

War to Supply Added
Millions,

Required—Situation in Wheat and
Fats Proves Government’s

Policy Sound.
| s

With the guns in Europe silenced,
we have now to consider a1
food situation, But there can be ne
hope that the volume of our exports
can be lightened to the slightes le-
gree with the cessation of host ties
Milllons of people liberated from the
Prussian yoke are now depending
ipan us for the food which will keep
hem from starvation,

With® food the United States m
it possible for the forces of democ
racy to hold out to vietory. To insure

demoeracy in the world, we must con
tinue to live simply in order that we

people inevitably breeds anarchy
American food must complete the work
of making the world safe for democ-
racy

with only the European Allies to feed,
we had originally pledged ourselves to
a program that would have increased
our exports to 17,500,064 tons Now,
to feed the liberated nations, we will

20,000,000  toas—practically the

f loading ecapacity at our ports. R«
viewing the world food sin v
find that some foods wi btainable
in quantities suflicient to meet all

rid peeds under a reg E

il consumption On the

..... ) ! vill | !
shortages In some important ¢«
fes

Return to Normal Bread Loaf

pork products, dairy products and
vegetable oils. While there will be a

consumption

In the matter of beef, the world's
supplies are limited to the ecapacity of
the available refrigerating ships. The
supplies of beef In Australia, the Ar
gentine and the United States are suf:
ficient to load these ships. There will
be a shortuge in the Importing coun
tries, but we cannot hope to expanq
exports materially for the next months
In view of the bottle neck In trans
portation,

We will have a suflicient supply of
sugar to allow normal consumption in
this ecountry if the other nations re-
tain their present short rations or In-
crease them only slightly For the
couniries of Europe, however, to (1
crease their present rations to a ma
terigl extent will necessitate our shar-
ing a part of our own supplies with
them.

: Twenty Million Tons of Food.

will furnish more than 60 per cent
I'he United States, including the West
Indies, will he ealled upon to furnish

casual survey of t!
In comparison to world demands shows
conclusively that Europe will know
famine unless the American people
bring their home consumption down

tain health and strength,

There are conditions of famine In
Europe that will be beyond our power
to remedy. There are 40,000,000 peo-
ple In North. Russin whom there is
small chance of reaching with food
this winter. Thelr transportation is
lemoralized in complete anarchy, and
shortly many of their ports will be
frozen, even if internal transport
could be realized,

To Preserve Civilization,

At this moment Germany has not
alone sucked the food and animals
from all those masses of people she
has dominated and left starving, but
she has left behind her a total wreck-
age of social institutions, and this
mass of people 1s now confronted with
absolute anarchy.

If we value our own safety and the
sucial organization of the world, if we
value the preservation of civilization
itself, we cannot permit growth of this
cancer in the world's vitals,

Famine is the mother of anarchy.
'rom the inability of governments to
secure food for their people grows

of government and the defeat of an-
archy. Did we put it on no higher
plane than our interests in the pro-
tection of our institutions, we must
bestir ourselves in solution of this
outlgn.

FOOD EXPORTS | |

America Called on by End of ||

ECONOMY  STILL NEEDED.‘

Over Three Times Pre-War Shipments |
|

may supply these liberated nations of |
Europe with food., Hunger among |

Last year we sent 11,820,000 tons of |
food to Europe. For the present year, |

have to export a total of not less than |

With the enlarged wheat -
which American farmers have grown,
ind the supplies of Austy i, the Ar

tine and other markets now »

sible to shipping, there are

grains enough to enable the natious to |
return  to their normal wheat loaf,
provided we continue to mill flour at
n high percentage of extraction and
maintain economy In eating and the
avoldance of waste

In fats there will be a heavy short
age — about 3000000000 pounds in

shortage of about three million tons |
in rich protein feeds for dairy anl- |
mals, there will be sufficient supplies |
of other feedstufls to aliow economical |

Of the world total, North America |

20,000,000 tons of foad of all kinds as
compared with our pre-war exnorts of
about G000.000 tons,

While we will be able to change our |
program in man respects;, evoen i

# world supplies |

to the barest minimum that will main- |

revolution and chaos. From an ability |
to supply their people grows stabllity |

|

and Oats.

money.

FEED

| A NICE SELECTION OF

MAS PRESENTS

12 Pairs of Shoes that must be sold in the

NEXT 6 DAYS

Buy your Xmas Groceries of us and save
We have them for Less

FEED

See us for Corn, Corn Chops, .Barley Chops
Let us figure your feed bill, we

Can Save You Money

he Star Store

| Dry Goods and Groceries

FEED

ER R e L R R R Y

A Christmas
Wish

Wherever there is sickness

May Santa Claus bring health;
Wherever there is poverty

May Santa Clar bring wealth.
Wherever one *- weeping

May tear. to smiles give way,
Wherever sadness hovers

May joy come Christmas day.

To every heart that’s aching
May peace and comfort come,

And may an outlook rosy
Supplant each outlook glum.

May friends now s;epalahed8
Soon reunited be,

And every one find gladness
Upon his Christmas tree,

cesssassssssssssassacsan
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Keep Christmas.
“There is a better thing than the
| observance of Christinas and that is
| keeping Christmas.” — Henry Var|
| Dyke,
| f
!
Let It Stop at That. |
A white Christmas is well enough,
but It need not embrolder its beneface
tions by adding frostbitten toes.

|
}
|
| UNDER THE MISTLETOE.
|
|
|
i
|

E. L. Rogers has plenty of
corn chops, oats, barley chops
and corn. Figure with him {or

- '
a

¥ &+

your .'feed bill. Y ‘

- %
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Few Escape

quences. Take Chamberlain’s|
Cough Remedy and observe the

fortunate ones. The worth and /| etive.

merit of this remedy has been
fully proven. There are many

best results.

bons at the Merkel Mail office.

Myr. and Mrg
for about
for Clovi

A , : A Tonic Laxative
directions with each bottle, and | ¢nat will remove the bile from the Liver
vou are likely to be one of the ﬁ"“j’“‘“ ‘Ihfns'{;mm.ofhoacmm;;:kg“.m‘m

LAX-FOS WITH PEPSIN

is the name of @ Reliable and Perfect
which mns‘r:u";.js_lcl et
P, MNina y ave ¢ rave O n, mac e,

?ul}lll]( s who have always }xsa(i bdlwlo"umidu‘m‘ndmb'conm” MP"“""
it for years when troubled with & | Reliable Laxative fo the trestment of Colds,

cough or cold, and with the very | 8od lofluenza.

just as good
N . . hildren like it.

FOR SALL—T}'per'lter rib wl!l‘ald% .Ed reeommegdod

Medicine Co., St. Loui

Grove's Tasteless chill Tonic.

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Bullock,
There are few indeed who es- ! who have been visiting Mrs. Bul-
'cape having at least one cold dur | lock’s
ing the winter months, and they !J. M. Garrett
are fartunate who have but one|weeks, left recently
and get through with it quickly IN. M., where Mr. Bullock has en
and without any serious conse-|ployment with the Santa Fe.

thre

New Tatlor Shop

Cleaning, Pressing,

Mending.

make them look new.

€ Beg to inform the public that I am
again in the business of Tailoring,
Altering

€ Order that new suit now.
latest samples and designs.

¢ Bring in those old duds and let me

City Tailor Shop

Jess Fergusson, Prop.

<
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It would not bfitting to close the year
without expressing ar fondest gratitude to
our many friends al patrons who have con-

“tributed to our welf.

We are thanlal for your patience in
times when our seice was disturbed, and it

has been our foi ~mt effort to serve you ac-

ceptably at all time

\,(,

q .
We are strivin to perfect our service to

ELECTRICAL
GIFTS FOR
CHRISTMAS

_—

\

¢ What can be mor:
appreciated for a nic
clean, good,serviceabl
Christmas gift tha;
something in the Elec
trical line ?

ﬂ Electrical hous!
hold utilities are tl‘
women'’s best trlende

€ Among the man
electrical selectiog
may be mentioned:

the utmost, that no ecity in all this state can
boast of better service.

You are helping do this.

Here’s hoping for you a full realization of
your fondest anticipation for a delightful \
Christmas, and may it in ever increasing splen-
dor return to caress you again and again.

For the New Year we wish you health
and prosperity. ‘

PLAN IS BET-
TER THAN
EVER WAS

€ The war is over,
and the drouth, too,we
hope.

€ Thisis a great hour
in which we live —a
history-making hour.

¢ The world will not
be ‘as it was. A mar-
velous change is tak-
ing place.

Sewing Machine Motor

But both are badges of honor — one standing for

¢ Henceforth electric-

i
!
Percolator ' exceptional valor on the battleﬁeld—}t’he other, for ity will be a greater
| if§d= membership in the greatest of all umanitarian
Range' | =g Organizations, your American Red Cross. factor in the world’s
Curling Iron i 35: The work of the soldier is practically finished. progress. Not - only
Pump Set : E — The work of the Red Cross has really just begun will electric current
Disc Stove ' | : i. Your membershi
] p and the moral support such .
Heater| ; DL membership g_i\fgs are essential in carrying on turn the wheels of in
Drink M" "o 'y’ Red Cross activities. dustry, but the home
= . Let us all realize that in our happiness of another .
Washing Machine ! Pnnt.gy ?:r Christmas of Peace and Plenty — let us not forget will be cheered and
Vacuum Cleaner ! yourwindow the sufferings and privations of our war-torn Wm:nr warmed by this mar-
—1let your friends across the sea—let us make our Christmas :
Iron neighbors festival a Red Cross Christmas with full member- Willinzoﬂyobu: velous power.
Toaster : :‘u'; * ?t'fo{‘%t‘: ship in every American home. membc": =
Samovar po g o S R d C :’::t::y. come ¢ Be sure that your
:vn:o °:'en3:f: JOIn the e t oss wome resolutions for the new
overscas. -aﬂ}wans ﬂmdﬂddm J* year includo electrical

THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY

facilities. \ )

&%



&tﬂ[ bowing and emiling; then

Tetter and Salt
Rheum. :
cense itching character-
these ailments is almost
y allayed by Chamber-
alve., Many severe cases
en cured by it. For sale
dealers.

vacant
what-

want to list vour
your houses, in fact

you have to sell. The Mer-

tealty Company.

nty of oats and cowfeéd at
wtin’s

. Nicholas |
In Camp

was the night before Christmas
and all through the camp

it a sound could be heard but the
sentry’s tramp, tramp.

e boys were all sleeping quite
snug in their bunks

ith oeccasional snoring in good
s0lid chunks.

re were a~dreaming of homes far
away

nd mothers preparing for
world’s holiday ;
thers of sweethearts and what they
wight send

the

To brighten the
day and hap-
pinese lend—

When all of a
sudden there |
rose such a|
clatter, |

Al spragg up to |

gee what the |

world was thci

ma tter ; |
They rushed to- |
ward the|
trenches ex- |
pecting the |
Boches, l
Aching to give |

them some rather rough punches— |
When what to their wondering eyes |
should appear |
But a convoy deep loaded with |
Christmastide cheer— |
Parcels and boxes and everything |

good— |
While high on the pile old St. Nich- |

olas stood,

A-bowing, and smiling, and beck’-
ning to all

And easily looking as though he
might fall ,

His face was familiar o all within |
sight, i

He was given no challenge, so great |
was Jeli i

Withavinkofhisqnnndltvisti
ol his head ‘

He gave all to know thev had noth- |
ing to dread, |

For pausing s moment, he went |
straightto ‘

+» work,

And selecting a
package %e
gave it a jerk

And sent it a-

flying while

calfing a
name,

As the boy it
was sent to
WAS answ'ring
the same;

Then toone and
another a par-
cel he gave,

Till each hut was still as a newly
made grave

a8 the boys, filled with joy at the
gifts they received,

Hugged them and kissed them, as
though they believed

Thoee gifts were 'most human. And
BSanta looked on

ht gripping his wheel and %oot-
g his horn,

|
|
|

/ turned to the right
Antcaid “Merry Christmas,” and
“ all ‘good night.”

that season comes
Wherein our Saviour’s birth @&
PR R e s ]
. g ’
night lon

all g
R0 'd and so
—Shak”’

A

Health
About
Gone

Many fhousands of
women suffering from
womanly trouble, have
been benefited by the use
of Cardui, the woman's
tonic, according to letters
we receive, similar to this
one from Mrs. Z.V.Spell,
of Hayne, N. C. “Icould
not stand on my feer, and
just suffered terribly,”
she says. ‘‘As my suf- D
fering was so great, and
he had tried other reme-
dies, Dr. had us
get Cardul, . . | began
improving, and it cured PFES
me. | know, and my
doctor knows, what Car-
dui did for me, for my
nerves and health were
about gone.”

" TAKE
< .

The Woman’s Tonic

She writes further: *'1
am in splendid health . . ,
can do my work. | feel ]
owe it to Cardui, for | was
in dreadful condition.”
If you are nervous, run-
down and weak, or suffer
from headache, backache,
etc., every month, try
Cardui. Thousands of
women praise this medi-
cine for the good it has
done them, and many
physicians who have used
Cardui successfully with
their women patients, for
years, endorse this medi-
cine, Think what it means
to be in splendid health,

like Mrs. Spell. Give
Cardui a trial.

Al Drggt,

N

TO DEAR OLD SANTA

The following letters have
been received, and will receive
prompt attention.—Old Santa.

Merkel, Texas, Dec. 14, 1918.
Dear Santa Claus:

I am writing to let you know
what I would like for you to
bring me xmas.

Boy Scout suit, knife, candy,
fruits and some nuts.

Don’t forget mv little brother.
He wants a Humpty Dumpty
set, nuts, candy and fruit.

Now Santa please do not for-
get the little poor children.

Your truly,
Van Hines McSpadden.

Merkel, Texas, Dec. 18.1918,
Dear Old Santa:—

I am sure you are very busy,
have a hard time tryving to give
every boy and girl what they
ask for, so I will take this means
of letting you know what I want.

[ will appreciate a big doll, ap-
ples, candy and nuts. I will hang
up my stocking so you can easily
find it, =o fill it full.

Thanking vou in advance, I am

: Lovingly,
Ava Dee Jackson.

SPECIAL FPRICES.

Until January 1, T will give
special prices on all goods in my
house. This is done to move the
goods as rapidly as possible to
avoid invoicing. Figure
Christmas grocery bill with me
now and save money. Don't for-
get that I carry fruits of the
very best quality. A. L. Jobe. adv

Prof R. M Parker received a
message Wednesday night an-
nouheing the death of his sister,
Mrs. W. F. Wilson, at Ennis,
Burial took place there Thursday

morning. -
Three pounds of Breakfast De-
light eoﬂee at G. M. Sharp’s.
Worms in a Healthy Child
en troubled withy  “* have an un-
which indicates N
L 4

your |

'WANTED—A man with small
family to work with cattle. See
C. M. Largent,

'FOR SALE—Hamburger stand.

See N. Hancock. 12t2¢.
FOR SALE—Work mules and
mares. Hand and dise plows,

harrows, ect. My land all rented.
—M. Armstrong. 1t.

WANTED—AIl vour cream and

butter. C. E. Connor at A. L.
Jobe's store. 27t2p.
WANT TO RENT—100 or 125

acres on halves. Am able to furn-
ish myself. G. W, Bishop, Mer-
kel, Tex, 27t2p.

LOCAL NEWS

Dewey Brown, in army service
at Christian College at Abilene,
was turned loose Saturday and
'is home again.

) ‘
. Sun dried peaches and apples
lat G. M. Sharps.

| L. T. Shepard, who has been
teaching in the Abilene High
'School, is in receipt of a lefter
;from Miss Annie Webb Blanton
'offering him the position of Cer-
tificate Clerk of Texas, to take
leffect January 1. Mr. Shepard
| will leave with his family at once
[for Austin. We congratulate him
upon his appointment.

Brer Rabbitt syrup at G. M. |

Sharp’s

J. M.
came in  Wednesday night and
will spend the holidays with hi
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Bon-
ey and also his brother, W. O.
and family.

Myr. Boney is Telegraph Fore-
fman at Oronago.

Home-made kandy fresh at

the Metropolitan.

Booth Warren, Ed Teaff,
Ralph Bigham and Ross Ferrier
left Tuesday for Dryden, on the
Rio Grande, where they will
ljoin Sam Swann and Geo. Fer-
‘rier, who are already there on a
thunting expedition. The latter
went on ahead to get the big
game rounded up. We are betting
‘on them bringing back a rabbit
foot apiece, and maybe a Mexi-
(can thrown in.

’ Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Walker,

lwho are visiting friends here,
Ireceived a telegram from their
'son, John R., better known as
Jake, stating that he would ar-
'rive here today, Thursday, from
(the barracks in Virginia, where
'he has been in the army service.

Cream meal—G. M. Sharp.

| Kandy for Christmas shoppers
'made at Metropolitan.

J. C. Dennis expects to spend
the holidavs on a fishjng trip.’

| Plenty of cats and eorn—G 0!
iSh:u'p.

| J.C. Mason has returned, from
'where we could not learn. We
‘know that he left here with a
'mighty pretty girl and are in-
\quiring diligently if her name is
ithe same. It is mighty hard for
‘us to keep up with J. C. )

|  Miss Minnie IYerguson return-
led home from Rieardo, N. M., on
IMonday night to spend the holi-
'days at home. She says she was
recently snowbound with a 15-
'inch snow, which is going some.
| Walter Jackson and daughter,
'Ava Dee, will spend the holidays
\with his parents, Rev. and Mrs
M. C. Jackson, and other relativ-

es in Dallas and Arlington.

Brittain Jobes Writes

Myr. and Mrs. Jobe received a let-
ter from their son, Brittain, who
is in France, in which he states
he is well and doing fine, but
very anxious to hear from home.
He says he has plenty of good
grub, plenty of blankets and
good warm clothes.

He also stated that it was
wine making time there, and it
yas am" ing to see them mak-

wi thibiv hank vards, but

Wk Yery

}'.n‘h(\', of Oronago Mo.. |

PROGRAM
Fifth Sunday Meeting Sweetwat
er Association at Merkel.
Friday, December 27

10:00 a. m.— A Seripture
Study—Millard A. Jenkens, Abi-
lene,

11:00 a. m,—Sermon-—Missio-
(nary J. M. Haygood, Sweetwater. |
| 230 P. m.—Secripture
|—W. C.
|  3:00 p.
lism and the New
|Table led by J. C. Burkett,
[lene.
[ T7:30 p.m.—Song Season—Prot |
Anderson of Simmions College.
7:30 p. m. Baptist and Other
[Christians—Round Table led b

Era—Round

T. Y. Adams, Sweetwater,
Saturday, December 28

[ 10:00 am.—The Whole Educa-

tional Outlook in Texas Round

Table by President Sandefer.
11:00 a.m.—Sermon—E., T.

Miller, Abilene.

I 2:30 p. m.—Woman's Auxili-

‘:u.\' i the Association,

[2:30 p.m.—Board Meeting.

|  T7:00 p. m.—Season of Song

|Mrs. Howard, Misses
l:‘.nfi Sharp.
7:30 p. m.
MecNair, Abilene.
Sunday’s program will be an-
nounced on Saturday afternoon.

Campbell

Sermon—Frank

Epworth League Program.
Subject, Peace on Earth.
Leader, Annie Mae Costephen. |
Seripture, Luke 11:8—14.
Praver of Thankfulness, Pres.
| Song, Joy to the World.

Song, !'«rk! The Angels Sing.
| The Greatest Song of All, Mrs,
| Hutcheson.

Peace on Earth, George Smith.

Song, It Came upon the Mid-
night Air,

A Chrstmas
|{Bragg.
| A Cheerful Christmas for the
'\cwi_\'. Rev. Murrell.

Song, O Little Town of Bethle-
?hom.

Wallace

story,

At The Baptist Church.

Every service in its place and |
at its time next Sunday.

A special Christmas message |
|Sunday morning. Special music |
at night. '

On account of the weather the
{special program to be given at|
Stith Sunday afternoon will not|
be given, but the B. Y. P. U, will|
hold its regular meeting at 3:30.

Announcements concerning
our Christmas program will be
made Sunday morning.

Evervbody invited.
E. E. Dawson, pastor.

THE RED CROSS DRIVE |

Many obstructions were en- |
countered in the Red Cross|
Christmas Roll call. Many of the
workesr were ill and unable to
work. A great many r'amilios[
were sick and solicitors could
not enter the houses. It was
very noticeable that some famil-
ies would take out only one mem-
bership for the whole family.
|Where the family is able, it is
lesked that all take memberships
(above the age of fifteen years.

' It is also very noticeable that
(the Merke | people are still p;tt_r"—
jotic to the Red Cross and its
cause. It is very evident that
Ithere is not a country in the
lworld more loyal than the peo-
Iple of Merkel and the -Merke!
Country. |

As so many of the workers|
were unable to make their terri-
tory, and if you were not seen by
a Red Cross worker, do not feel|
that you are not wanted
member. It was purely a matter |
of not getting to you. It is ask-
ed that you voluntarily call and |
have vour name on the great
Humane Roll Call. |

The rural school districts ;n'vi
coming fine and are giving their |
one hundred per cent.

This drive closes December 23
and when through, Miss Mossie
Sears, secretary of the local Red

|
as a|

betically arranged ; also the nam-
es of those who are not members
and any one who desires may
see this book. The names have
been kept very accurately, and
the list is too lengthy to print
through the press columns, but
you are welcome to look them

{over. z
W. A. McSpadden, Chairman.

|

Study |
Garrett, Colorado. |
m.—Denominational- |

Abi- !

Cross, will have all names alpha- |

Cottin Seed:

FORPLANTING

D= JANUARYI919, 1 WILL HAVE A CAR OF
PURE MEBA TRIUMPH COTTON SEED

HERE FOR SA, THE SAME SEED WHICH 1

HAVE BEEN SLING FOR THE PAST THREE
YEARS,

2@ 1 BUY FROYNE PARTY WHO 1 HAVE IN-
VESTIGATED % FIND HIM RELIABLE. THE
SEED ARE OF 9IGH LINT PER CENT. THE
SEED 1 OFFER NS FROM 38 TO 12 PER CENT

- BE CAREL WHAT SEED YOU BUY.
MINE ARE GUANTEED AND HAVE BEEN
TRIED. ASK AN'ARMER WHO HAS BOUGHT
THESE SEED. TY ALWAYS COME BACK
FOR MORE.

2%~ THE PRICE §2.75 PER BUSHEL.

R. 0. NDERSON

———

GOC CHEER
A MERR' CHRISTMAS
A HAPP'NEW YEAR

The time appropriate
for us to press to you
our thanlfor your pat-
ronage t past year.
We hope*' you a New
Year fullf prosperity.

SANDERS RUG STORE

The Home Pure Drugs I

NO'ICE

¢ Having some oblations to meet Jan-
uary 1,I must insist) those who owe me
coming in and pajyg all they can and
making arrangemes with me, or Miss
Johnnie Warren, 1 balance between
now and January 1.

+ A Merry Chitmas to All

M. Arnitrong

2%~ The Devil will be on hiscation next week, therefore,
there will be no issue of the Merkdail put out, but the office will
remain open every day except Chinas Day. “$g

—_—

M~ RAINING—RAINE-—-RAINING 9@
After publishing elsewhere this issue the year's rain-
fall, it began pouring down in Mer. It has passed an inch as we
go to press and no sign of stopping night.

We have seen some funny tiy:. and heard of some quees
things, but the funies thing we hat scen in some ume was thi:
afternoon, when a visitor came to ¢ town in the form of a litth
old man in a little green and yellow’ , drawn by four litt]

- - hay  vib

old billy who answered to “gad ha” as well as a hors
could. Thelittle old wagon had a litold wagon sheet on it, fro
whichwp*mmddmu.s.whohm’lw

o0 .‘g.;

£ " -y
. * ' P

e rigs
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It would not bfitting to close the year
without expressing ar fondest gratitude to
our many friends al patrons who have con-
“tributed to our welf.

the utmost, that no city in all this state can
boast of better service.

You are helping do this.

Here’s hoping for you a full realization of

We are thanlil for your patience in your fondest anticipation for a delightful

times when our seice was disturbed, and it
has been our foremt effort to serve you ac-
ceptably at all time

We are strivin to perfect our service to

ELECTRICAL
GIFTS FOR
CHRISTMAS

¢ What can be mor:
appreciated for a nic:
clean, good,serviceabl
Christmas gift tha
something in the Elec«
trical line?

ﬁl Electrical hous!
hold utilities are tl
women'’s best friends.

. |
¢ Among the mar
electrical selectio/
may be mentioned:

Sewing Machine Motor
Percolator
Range ;
Curling Iron
Pump Set
Disc Stove

Heater) |
Drink Mw
Washing Machine
Vacuum Cleaner
Iron 7
Toaster i
Samovar y

] —

—let your
neighbors

, know you

haven’t forgot-
ten Belgium—
and France —
and our boys
who remain
overscas.

But both are badges of honor — one standing for
exceptional valor on the battlefield—the other, for

W)= membership in the greatest of all humanitarian
- organizations, your American Red Cross.

ol *% The work of the soldier is practically finished.

The work of the Red Cross has really just begun.
Your membership and the moral support such

- membership gives are essential in carrying on

Red Cross activities.

Let us all realize that in our happiness of another
Christmas of Peace and Plenty — let us not forget
the sufferings and privations of our war-torn
friends across the sea—let us make our Christmas
festival a Red Cross Christmas with full member-
ship in every American home.

Jom the Red Cross

~all you need is a heart and a dollar

THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY

Wear your
Button

Will you be
wearing your
membership
button when
the boys come
home?

Join

Christmas, and may it in ever increasing splen-
dor return to caress you again and again.

For the New Year we WlSh you health
and prosperity.

PLAN IS BET-
TER THAN
EVER WAS

€ The war is over,
and the drouth, too,we
hope.

€ Thisis a great hour
in which we live —a
history-making hour.

¢ The world will not
be ‘as it was. A mar-
velous change is tak-
ing place.

¢ Henceforth electric-
ity will be a greater
factor in the world’s
progress. Not only
will electric current
turn the wheels of in-
dustry, but the home
will be cheered and

warmed by this mar-
velous power.

¢ Be sure that your
resolutions for the new
year include electrical
facilities. \ _‘ ‘




&y

Tagy

THE

RKEL OIL SIT

UATIO.

W. L THAER

PETROLEUM GEOUST
FORT WORTH. TAS

Fort Wal, Texas, August 29, 1918. |
Mr. Ira Garrison, Merkel, Texas.
Dear Sir:
The area under consideration,in #neral way, has ali appear-
ance of being a well defined structurdnd in my past experience
in field work, with one exception, havl found a larger structure

TWO GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS MADE IN THE IMMEDIATE
MERKEL FIELD—DERRICK BUILT—OTHER
OIL ACTIVITIES HERE.

JAN L - § W qeni¥ @

Following the :ctive develon Ibut to combine all the data, we
ment of the Ranger oil field, |publish same again herewith.
business began to pick up in this: Other Oil Propositions.

that looks more promising than thidnd in connection, natural

gas is found in the creek beds of suffint amount to burn with |

considerable pressure, which tends ttrengthen the theory of|
structure from a production standpoi

Respectfully Submitt, .

W. L. THER, Petroleum Geologist. |

| Largent,

3 |

GEOLOGICAL REPORT ON CERTA AREAS IN THE \'l(‘ll\'-f

[and looked over the field. Their

ITY OF TRENT, TAYLORDUNTY, TEXAS. |
GARRISON ME ?
Locatior l

ne

south side of t Texus

me-half east of the«

The Garrison Dome is located othe
and Pacific Railroad, a distance of alle and «
town of Trent, a station on the T. & Ry, and the arvea under con-
sideration is embraced in parts of sebns 40, 41,47, 48, 49, 53, 5!
59 and 60, block No. 19, T. & P. Ry.mpany lands.

Topogray

The surface of Taylor county dé mot have any very marked

irregularities in topographic featur¢ The region is in the drain-
.age basin of the Brazos river, the clf tributaries are Clear Fork
Red Creek, Live Oak and Buck Crd, and their tributaries. The
elevations from 1400 feet above segvel to 2100 feet. The course

and character of the stream is depdent very largely upon the

geological formations.

The high elevations are due indost part to the Limestone o
the Commanchean series, of the lot Cretaceous.
|
Structe.
The structure is a well define&lliptical Dome, which adioins
and parrallels a Major fold that eads in width and length consid-

erable area. In fact comprises ond the largest structuies known
in this part of the country.The sti¢ of axis is North and 25 east.
The major dips average 90 feet to e mile. The minor dips are we!l |
defined at either. end of the domderging into horizontical strata |
beyond. !

Conitr ‘

|

The'axis of dome traverses tledge of a wide valley carve
out by erosion, this valley is flani{ by low undulating hills on t!‘n\
west, in which the top formationd well exposed, showing both |
.strike and dip conspiciously.
Geoly 1

The formation in the hills f.ower Cretaceous of the Com-
manchean series, the same as inlexico; the broad valleys begin |
of the Parmian; the lower Crefeous (Glenn Rose Formation) |
rests unconformable upon the Fmian which is exposed in the|
broad valley east of Trent, and {fact a greater part of the coun-|
ty. The Permian in turn is supeimposed upon the Pennsylvanian, |
(Upper Carboniferous). The abskce of the Jura Trias is accounted |
for by the fact that this part orde continent has been subjected
to several periods of elevations Id subsidences.

During the deposition of tifu!‘u Trias, the area was elevated
above sea-level, it subsequently bsided below sea-level permitting
the deposition and distributionf the lower ¢retaceous. No frac-
turing, fissureing, faulting or dtouring of strata of any conse-
quence is found, and no intrus#s appear within the radius of 25
miles of the area described.

Stragraphy

The formation is regular g persistently interstratified, and
i8 composed of Fossiliferous Liestone (in Cretaceous) Sandstone
Conglomerates, laminated and inted shales plentifully. The strata
are all of marine sedimentary figin as evidenced Hy the 'fossil re-
nains found.

Palathology

The fossil remains found) the Permian are very rare owing
) the fact of being a transitd period and contain transitional
wrms. In it we have a passing away of the Palaeozoci types, and
1e coming in of the Mesoz¢ types, and a co-existence of the
vo side by side.

The main feature of the 2rmian life, therefore, was a linger-
ing of the Orthoceratities,s@re shouldered Brachiopods,such as
oductus and Spirifer type and perhaps Goniatites, but com-
:te extinction of Trilobitiesand Eurypterides, in which a small
mber of the above fossils we found. The Cretaceous consists of
yphea, Visicularis, Exogy: Texana, Ostrea Larvea, Synhelia
arpeana, Echinoids and fryments of the Marsupite.

acilities

The facilities for carryif on operations are good. A fine road
is to the property from Mrkel and Trent. Water for domestic,
um and drilling purposes in be secured at depths varying from
¥ to eighty-five feet. Fu will have to be hauled to premises.
| can be obtained in d load lots at Thurber, Palo Pinto
1ity, at $2.85 per ton, frefht $2.00 per ton, hauling $2.50 per

total laid down $7.35 peton. Fuel oil can be delivered on prem-

at current market price

Drillers wages averagell0.00 per day. Tool dressers $9.00 per

supplies or camp can hobtained at Merkel.

;ondnslon
\\ ‘n the writers opiniotho element or factor is lacking upon
o to predict the p e existence of petroleum in paying
\:‘\ ities; at depth, t to exceed 3500 feet. Although

may be encountered t the following depths; 1740, 2540 and
| that may be prod 3 ; *
' he formation is firmind will stand. Nothing but cable tools
< be employed and at fast a 20-inch hole should be spudded in.

should be lowered ifo hole with bailer to prevent possible|

hen joined shale {encountered.

lexpected daily. Mr.

section. Scouting parties repre-| On the Morrison tract, a

senting oil interests, secured short distance north of Tye and |

many leases here and there be- only eight miles from Merkel,
fore the people waked up to the juctive drilling is under way. The
real situation. Then through |well is already about 1200 feet |
the efforts of R. L. Bland, Tom |deep, and much interest is mani-
B. Soctt and others, fested in it. The selling of leases
the present parties were interést- land royalties about this well
ed. They came the past spring have been very active the past
month, and it is said there is
geologists were brought and act- | very little left on the market.
ive leasing started. They now The Moore Well
have four blocks, with a fifth About two miles directly west
one in prospect,comprising about of the Morrison well, about 1000
40,000 acres of land. acres have been leased and drill-
A short time ago a contract ing is to start in less than 90
was let for a well on the ranch of /davs.
John Sears, The derrick had been
d and the drill outfit is From all accounts, considering
Underwood, 'the opinion of men who have play
the contractor,Jeft for Tulsa sev-'ed the oil game for vears, this is
| days ago, a letter from him the best wildeat field in existen-
states that he is already on his ce.All eyes are watching the out-
v.av back, coming in his car and come of developments now unde:
vould now be here except for|way. Itwilllikelytake some time
bad roads. It is understood that {yet to arrive at a point where an

Best Wildeat Field.

complets

era

JNO. D. KENNARD

ENGINEER AND GEOLOGIST
LAWTON, OKLA,

|

’Taylor, Jones and Nolan Co’s Oil Association, Merkel Texa
l Dear Sirs:—
| I beg leave to report to you at the request of Mr. |

] have gone over and examine¢d carefully four blocks of -
| which has been leased by your Association for oil and gas
in Taylor, Jones and Nolan Counties, Texas. The Blocks d
as follows, to-wit:

“"North Block’" in Jones and Taylor Counties. extending
from Merkel nine (9) miles.

“Middle Block” in Taylor County, mostly located in Bl
and 19, T & P RR Co, survey, which lays between Mer}
Blair extending West.

“South Block” in Taylor County, located in Blocks 18 a
T & P R.R. Co, surveys, and Block Nine (9) S. P. R. R. Co, &
and the Grimes County School Land Surveys, Blocks 145 an«
which lays from Blair 4 miles South and 6 miles East and We

“Trent Block™ in the N, W, Corner of Taylor Co, and the .
Corner of Nolan County, in Blocks 19 and 20 T. & P. R. R. Co,
vey, extending from 1 mile East and 5 miles West of Trent
4 miles South and 2 miles North of Trent, Texas.

I will state that on the 27th of July (also 28th and 29th) 12
in company with Mr. Boggs, I carefully examined and sume
the entire surrounding country to observe the nonconformitie
the surface of tne Geological Structures.

[ found that the More Mts Range is a great Geo-Anticline e
tending nearly East and West for 150 miles, or more. These mou
tains do not show any Igneous Rock except at “Blow uvut Mou
tain,” I made an examination of the mountain and at the top of
[ find a small amount of quartz and some iron which denotes th
it is of voleanic origin and that it may be 4000 feet to the granite

I find evidences which tend to show that the uplift of the:

he had the entire outfit shipped jopinion, other than a geological |

|

before leaving Tulsa. one, can be arrived at with safe-
Two geological surveys were|ty, but local interest is great iln!]j
made of this section, one oflit is with impatience that devel-

g : i
n published before, lopments are awaited. '

which has bes

IF IT IS

Leases

ROYALTIES

- OR -

Farm and Ranch
LANDS

We have them---real bar-
gains. Farms capable of
production equaling the
black land belt.

mountains caused a Major Anticline to be formed from 12 to &
miles North of this Mountain Range, also I find a great Minor Ar
ticline extending about North 16 miles from Blow Out Mt, to th.
Major Anticline which parallels the More Mountains. The town of
Merkel 1s situated upon this minor anticline about midway betw
Blow Out Mt, and the Major Anticline.

The “North Block™ is situated on the minor and major arn
cline and the lands extend about 9 miles North of Merkel. And
have selected for the first test well to be made about 1 miles S.
of John Sears Ranch House in Jones County, Texas. This loca’
is on the Major Anticline.

The “Middle Block” is situated on the Minor Anticline which
lays between Merkel and Blair and extends West.

The “South Block” is situated on the Minor Anticline and up
to the Apexes of said Anticline which is known as Castle Peak and
Blow Out Mt’s, and the lands lay 4 miles South from Blair and ex-
tend 6 miles East and West.

The “Trent Block” is situated on the Minor and the North
slope of the Geo-Anticline and the lands extend from one mile East |
to 5 milesWest of Trent and 4 miles South and 2 miles North.

I find in many places upon the Geolo “ical planes wkere they
have been exposed by erosion undisputablc evidence of oil and gas
seapage and in general everything necess_ry to prove that the
lands heretofore described are excellent oil lands, and I am sure
that the location of all 4 test wells, which I have selected will prove
to be producers, as they are very favorable for the first {ests to be
made in this district for oil and gas. The elevation above sea level
is 1900 feet.

Topography

This district is drained by Mulberry Creek on the South an<
East and by Noodle and Sweetwater creeks on the west and north
which drain north into the west prongs of the Brazos river antl
the More mountains lay to the south.

Geology

The surface of the district is made up of the Permian and
Red Bed formations, with the geological planes being lime on top
of the mountains or the geo-anticline, sandstone 2nd and a lime 3rd
underlaid with red bed or deep sea deposit, which may be 400 feet
thick overlaying the Pennsylvanian formation.

Structure
The prevailing dip is about 20 to 30 feet to the north per mile
This was caused by the Morc Mountain uplift which produced a
folding to the North, forming the Major Anticline, in general, and
the Minor Anticline was forced to form from the mountains South

the East and West from its Axis along which the town of Merkel,
Texas is situated and the town of Trent is on the Western slope
and the town of Blair is on the S. E. slope.

These slopes are about 20 feet to the mile. The Geological
plane East of Merkel has been removed by erosion, and can be
traced only by thin statas which occur in the red bed, noticeable
along the East bank of Mulberry creek on the South and East and
the Noodle and Sweetwater Creeks on the North and West, reach-
ing into the West prong of Brazos River which completes a perfect
structure for the accumulation of oil and gas.

Summary

The Pennsylvanian formation, which is the probable source of
Oil underlies the Permian perhaps not deeper than 400 to 600 feet
in this district.There are no logs of any wells near except one south
of Abilene, Texas, that I might make estimates from and I can
only ascertain from it that it had a showing of oil at 1900 feet deep

Conclusion

So from all observations and the information relative to the
above well, and the evidences of the seapage of oil and gas which
is shown upon the surface of the ground and in the Geological

get oil or gas upon these structures of commercial value first about
850 to 1000 feet next 1350 to 1500 feet, next at 2000 to 2200 feet,
next 2600 to 2800 and I am sure that you will get 500 to 1000 bar-
rel’s production at 3200 to 3500 feet, the same that they get in th
Ranger Oil field. L ’

It is my judgment that you will get shallow ¢il neaver **

MERKEL REALTY CO.

W.0. Boney J.T.Browning
Walter Jackson

AT SR bt

LYo

you may drill, about 850 feet. The deep <»~ - f

of all the shallower mdl. 80 ¢~ |

per sands, you sh~+! |
S

&

\

and connect to the Major Anticline. This structure also slopes to \

plane of the district it is my conclusion and conviction that you will +*

|
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Cottm Seed

FOR ILANTING

RAINFALL IN MERKEL FOR THE PAST YEAR

INT OF PORTUGAL jstation at Lisbon waiting for a|
SLAIN train to Oporto. Advices from
1isbon reporting the assassina-

By Assassin at Lls.bontn(m say that he was struck by

Yaver is Killed by Meb three bullets.
de¢. 15.—Dr. Sldnnm, The assailant, named Jeetne,
ent of Portugal, was | was killed by the crowd.
led by an assassin |
ore midnight Satur |
he was in a railway | ¢

On top of the driest year in Merkel's history, the rainfall this
year was inadequate to meet the needs of growing crops. If we
| could have only had a season to have started with, the result
would have been quite different. For ordinary years, our rainfall
was sufficient, It will be noted in'the following table that there was
Special holiday rates, worlds-|scarcely no rainfall for the first four months, Even with the rain
high salaried | that fell in May and June, our prospects were fine, but right at the

[ famous courses,
Sa— ] modern equipment, and | time crops were needing rain, July showed little more than one-
— b.—\vin ~ | positions guaranteed at Draughshthird of an inch. Conditions now are quite different from \\h‘n
Wlthsund t ter Business College, * ‘The Big | thevy were last vear at this time. We have had good rains this fall, %
B B O e e A | Lok b s ok o time, We ha good rains this fall On or about nuary Ist, 1919, I will
Catalogue free. / ,dnd 1 we can just “t the rain next spring that we got this spring,

have Health, Strength and En- School”, ‘
» fight Colds, Grip and Influenza. | |ene, Texas. Adv. |thl\ great Merkel Country will be rolling high by harvest time.

ur blood is not in a healthy Wheat is up fine and spreading as nicely as could be expected. Tt
"'do‘:;.m %{;,;’{';,ﬂ“g; is already affording grazing, and it is now predicted that there will
'u enough livestock in the country to keep it down as it ought to |

ASTELESS Chill TONIC be kept. However, it was sowed late and will not likely grow too

have a car load othe very best Genuine
Machine Culled, rst year Mebane Tri-
umph Cotton See

NOTICE

My office will Le closed from

System Against Colds, Grip | >
by Purifying and Enriching | ~aturday Dec. 21st,

1 the well-known tonic prop- Ist.

*“Iyinine and Iron in a tom
wmm“ d;hcato “0"“'23 see me Friday or Saturday.
_sant to take. Youcan soon g

«thening, Invigorating Effect. 60c. F. N.

until Jan.
Those who have cond litlons, |
which may cause trouble, should

teynolds,Dentist | March, rain,

HE COMING OF PEACE, THE FALLING OF ABUN-
it rains, and the great Promise of the Future for Texas
aake this the best and most appropriate time to plant fruit
ree, berries, pecans, and ornamentals we have had in many
vears,
We can supply varieties of nearly all fruits adapted to this
- egion.
weona and Smith Peaches— Haupt Berries

| rapidly. Following is the amount of -rainfall
| December 18th :

January, snow,

February, rain,

.63 inches.
16 inches
.56 inchcs.
.66 inches.

for each month up tn|
|
|

April, rain,

PR R 1 7 e i siched bois oLl .. 3.12 inches |
June, rain .................................... 2.67 inches,

* U IS SR SR IR B Sl R, SRt (e i Y 39 inches,
T LT T e R T NG et e e e 1.92 inches.
DRI BRI 2 5 5 o0 sin vavadnsibin Baksoesssasiis e 64 inches.
oD, TR » . cia s omsssacants sanesnsunndessses Sl IDCHOA
November, snow and rain, .........ce cvvceee...... k25 inches.
December to the 18th, rain, ............ oot vienres 22 inches.
BRERE o i e e s e e &4 16.12 inches.

We are indebted to J. J. Stallings for the above record. He has

These seed me in good 3-bushel
sacks and I am »joking orders for them
now at $2.75 perushel.

These seed arerom fine cotton raised
by an experienced :ower of Mebane Cot-
ton and were gind in August and Sep-
tember before anyiall rains had fallen on
the cotton.

[ have spent a reat deal of time mak-

Budded Pecans— Hardy Climate-Proof
Native Texas Flowering Shrubs
On these and many other kinds and varieties we will stake

our reputation.
PLANS MADE FOR PLANTING HOME
GROUNDS OR PARKS.
Write for any information in our line, Catalogue free.
THE AUSTIN NURSERY o F. T. RAMSEY & SON
Austin, Texas Established 1875

carefully compiled this record after the most painstaking care.

ing investigation ato purity and genuine-
ness of seed and bewve [ have the very best
to be had. Call ai read statements from
farmers and gin nrn regarding the seed I

The Red Cross Ready for Peace
have. Place your der now.

HE following message has been telegraphed by the ‘ \

War Council of the American Red Cross to each one T H 0 S J ) I I N S O N
E

A Merry thristmas |

“On February 10th, last year, nearly six weeks be-
fore the United States declared war, National Red Cross
Headquarters advised its chapters to prepare for war.
That which has followed in the record of the Red Cross
in helping to win this war and to relieve the suffering
growing out of it, constitutes something of which every
American citizen has a right to be proud. Every Ameri-
can Red Cross worker must feel a sense of gratitude in
having had a share in it all.

“The moment is now come to prepare for peace. ‘
Until peace is really here and our soldiers home there ‘
can be no relaxation in any Red Cross effort incident to |
active hostilities.

“But even with peace, let no one suppose that the
work of the Red Cross is finished. Millions of American

A Newspaper Subscription

Bargain

READ THE

Abilene Morning Reporter

€% 'Beg to inform t:fpublic that I am

boys are still under arms. Thousands of them are sick . $ A »
the paper which reaches you first and regularly and wounded. Owing to the shortage in shipping, it may 'A' agam in ; _thﬁ busigs of Tallormg’ \ o
with the Associated Press dispatches with the take a year or more to bring our boys home from France. "‘—"-'"-'iﬁ‘az—-p—*— } ‘ - A
orlds lat ‘t‘ .,‘, d 2 ; But whatever the time, our protecting arms must be about | . lednmg.’“‘“ ssinjle Altering and 4 '
worids latest news an them and their families over the whole period which | Mending.

must elapse before the normal life of peace can be re.
sumed.

“Our soldiers and sailors are enlisted until the Com-
mander-in-Chief tells them there is no more work for

The Merkel Mail
them to do in the war. Let every Red Cross member and

$4loo worker—and this means both men and women—show

) ook 3 our returning soldiers and sailors that to care for their i
4 —To take advantage of this reduction in price health, welfare and happiness we are enlisted for no less
you should place your subseription with this period than they are.
office at once as it cannot and Awill not be contin- “The cessation of war will reveal a picture of misery |
: ; i z such as the world has never seen before, especially in {
ued long. At this price you are buying a Daily the many countries which cannot help themselves. The |
paper including the Sunday issue together with American pﬁople will expect the Re({) Cxl'(oss to continue §
sour local paper for less than v to act as their agent in repairing broken spirits and ‘
ey loc.x‘l paper for less than you c'an buy any broken bodies. Peace,terms and peace conditions will y
other Daily paper, and you are buying the two
for the regular price of one.

. € Order that new it now. See my

latest samples and degns.

€ & Bring in those oliduds and let me
make them look™ new.

determine how we may best minister to the vast stricken
areas which have been harrowed by war, and for this
* great act of mercy the heart and spirit of the American

* people must continue to be mobilized therough the Amer-
ican Red Cross.

“On behalf of the War Council, we accordingly ask

City Taile Shop

l\; k- each member of our splendid body of workers through- ;m_j—-—fp—-v T
out the land to bear in mind the solemn obligation which 3 ergussa, Prop. W
L OUR COMBINATION rests upon each one to ‘carry on." We cannot abate one
instant in our efforts or in our spirits. There will be
abundance: of work to do, and specific advices will
< gi\'elx(x, bl;t lttaven at the moment of peace let no Red Cross
worker laiter.
s u b sc r| pt i o n R a te s “Our spirits must now call us to show that not the
. roar of cannon or the blood of our own alone directs our
5T activities, but that a great people will continue to respond
greath‘ and freely to its obligations and opportunity to \ -
SAVE YOU MONEY o SRR BRARIRIEL o e
Pay $1.00 for The Merkel Mail for One Year F a r m I n s l r a n c e
and get any paper named below for GANTEENS SERV|NG BOYS AWAIT BULLETIN
| Dallas Semi-Weekly Newsoneyear ... .. ... .. . ... .. .. . 75¢ u s 'I'Ruups l“ "‘ALY FOR NEWS FROM HOME '
Farm and Ranch two years .. ... ____ . __. MBS 'k 0 fn hat & 75¢ v L American soldiers In camps and hos- '
Adollands Magazine two years. ... .. ... ... ... ... ....... T5¢ W adiitati as Mo dndontit pitals in Great Britaln are now able to
Abilene Morning News-Reporter 1 year ... ... ... . ___. $3.00 || whicir serve at raliroad stations, im- ::::u;: t:‘:"::;“‘;':o;‘:’(::ly'; :'I"":” Our farm land-loan facilities aithe very best. On
. » ulietin
Star-Telegram (dm.ly except Sunday) until Dec. 1. 1919_ _$4.50 :""’:‘::" .:“’,'"'\_""“":e:":,‘::ud‘:o::"’ “:: service which has been establistied by good lardir2 can handle your loa: quickly.
Star-Telegram (daily with Sunday) until Dee 1.1919. . ____$6.00 || 1iaiian zone of war, are now serving | D€ American Red Cross, Y,
{ Western Evangel ... ... ... New Sub. $1.00—0Ild Sub, $1.25 American troops. These canteens | Army officers say the service fills a . 3 *
have been operating during the past | long-felt want, providing ihe men with We have just made arrangemen to take on a line \
, b . | sporting eand home news they cannot .
gix months for the benefit of the Ital Sud 16 the Boatish fi i £ buildix We can write
! . ¢ d its ailies, greeting th n glish newspapers. of insurance covering farm S.
| You save by dealing with us—and then idovs i e pemane. e ove| THe: arivel o e bubletie %o aew |1 : ; ] A
k point to unother with coffee and | one of the big dally events. In this you a policy and deliver it immedi:ly. Protect your
- we are responsible for errors Aeirtons e 000 . TR I Lsaniiton: auiiid ~Oratn: Serbes i ‘
i\\ (| 18 only recently that the khaki-clad | pnoiang sends the following message property against fire. [
“ g M'""m':"" ":f"‘l have "“' to National Headquarters in Wash- ' 4 i -
] N ' - hm ¥ |
L 1 e the Red Cross rest stations. “After talking with the boys about || ° \
< ’ : .nmmmwummunnm
R told to uotify you that it the bulletin
&"’? ~4 vou will be fourt-mar
- J
| -




