
1 /

THE MERKEL MAIL
VOL. 26-NO . 42 MERKEL, TEXAS. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1914 PART 2

11,150 BALES OF 
WEIGOED HEBE

Estimate of 20,000 Bales W ill  Probably Hold 
as Conservative Even with Weather Con

ditions Very Unfavorable as They 
Have Been—Prices on Standstill.

In both the Merkel cotton 
yards and in the Scott ware
house up to the time of this writ
ing there have been brought to 
Merkel and weighed the sum of 
11,150 bales of cotton- 

These figures represent the 
larger part of the Merkel coun
try cotton crop However, our 
estimate of 20,000 bales for the 
entire season seems to be very 
conservative even with the very 
unfavorable weather we have 
had during the past eight weeks 
for gathering the Merkel coun
try cotton crop. As was said by 
Mr. Mason in his letter to the 
Paris Daily News, of Nov. 17. 
much cotton raised here this 
year will be lost. The farmere 
will be unable to harvest and 
save the big crop our country 
has been ble-sed with this year-

WILMS IS A 
AI

AIIBACIIS HEBE 
ALL mis WEEK

Every kind of attraction able 
to find scroudging room in Mer
kel is here this week to entertain 
our visitors and citizens There 
is now open for your approval 
The Firemens .Annual Carnival. 
The West Texas Carnival Co. 
showing on .'South F'irst Street 
each night with big shows and 
free attractions.

A reputable Wild West Show 
is also billed for our town on 
Saturday. Mr.Frank Still is stag
ing this attraction and is some
thing of a champion performer 
himself. The attraction will 
begin Saturday evening at 
with broncho busting, 
horse races, potato races, 
roping and riding stunts
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H. P! Wilkins one of our fore
most chicken raisers made the 
following winnings at the Pan
handle Poultry Show at 
Amarillo last week. Istcock 
bird, 2nd cockerel, 2nd hen 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd pullets: 1st 
and 3rd pen in Barred Rock chiss 

In addition to these prizes it 
is supposetl that Mr. Wilkins 
won the one hundred dollar Sil
ver Loving Cup offered by vari
ous lawyers of Amarillo for 
the best display of Barred Rock 
chickens. The amount of the 
display requiring 15 entries 
Our townsman being there with 
19 entries and having won 1st 
and third in addition to 1st 

' cock bird and first pullet of the 
Barred Rock class. We take it 
for granted that he was also 
awarded the magnificent Silver 
Loving Cup for his display. Mr 
Wilkins is already the owner of 
a handsome Silver Loving Cup 
which he won at Stamford for 
having the best display of parti
colored birds in the show.
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BUBli mis ÏEAB
’ Up until the present time this 

year the total rainfall has been 
31.85 inches or 4.3i) inches more 
than our country receivefi during 
the twelve months proceeding.

During the present year the 
greatest amount of rainfall was 

. registered in the month of Aug- 
f ust The total for that time be

ing 9 . inches. The next larg
est amount of Rainfall for any 
month this year was 7.41 inches 
in May preceeded by 4.40 inches 
precipitation in April. During 
the months of January, March 
and September, Jupiter Pluvius 
refused completely to favor our 
country with even a sprinkle 
and in February only one tenth 
of an inch fell. 1

Persian Ivoiy *lhe latest fad 
in noanioure and ^Irerser sets my 
front case is full pf the latest de
signs,*if you bu^ early we can 
have an enitiai letter put on each 
piece. Mrs. E. Rust.

2:30! 
wild I 
goat, 

of I
thrilling movements. A hTee! 
exhibition is promised by Frank ! 
Still on the streets of -Merkel | 
Saturday evening ju.«t before : 
the Frontier Day Celebration! 
starts. It will be remembered 
that .Mr. Still is one of the con
testants i.M the noted 7 day bron
cho busting contest staged at 
The National Corn Exposition at 
Dallas last Spring. He was for
tunate in being one of the few 
riders who competed in the 
prize riding for the $l(KXA.0tl 

j saddle which Hugo Strickland of 
Gainsville won. In addition to 

¡this Mr. Still promises to have a 
■special goat roping contest be- 
j tween himself and the Weir Bros 
of this place!Messrs George and 

' Gaines Weir.) This in itself no 
i doubt will be well worth seeing 
1 for the Weir boys are in a class 
' above all others when it comes 
I to speed in roping. Geo. Weir 
j now holds the best time for 
■steer roping ever made by a 
i professional roper.
: Each evening during the week
, there are feature attractions at 
j both the moving picture shows.

\ kv* LIty Fditor For Reporter
! In Sunday’s of the Abi
lene Rep'TUT ihe inanageraen’

:announces a change at the desk 
'of their City Editors department.

Thi'S position lately filled by 
W H Wright who has resigned 
to enter the Methodist Coi f-rence 
will be fihed in the future by Mr. 
Frank Grimes formerly connected 
with the Brenham Banner and 

I the Temple Telegram, Tne new 
man on Mie staff of the Reporter 
is a relation of our townsman T. 
L Grimea.

Notice of Stochhulders Meeting
Notice IS hereby given that the 

annual meeting of the share
ho lder« of Th- Farmers State 
Bank, Merael, Texas, will be 
held at the office of the Bank 
January 12 1915 for the purpose 
of electing directors and such 
other buisness sg may come be
fore the meeting

R.O. Ander*on, Cashier.

HAULING n o t ic e :.
For hauling ring me at Clarks, 

phone 195 or Porters Grocery, 
phone 286. H.8. (Dad) Wilgon.

» ----- r
Baî s 3363 is a specific fur La 

Oripp^. 2t
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A review of past weeks, months and years in so 
far as we are able to look backward. Conditions are 
such that we are compelled to look the other way and 
keep a quick step at double time in order to keep pace 
with atfairs and people of our town and country.

MERKEL’S MAYOR

Merkel is situated about one hundred yards west of 
the KM) meridian and is ruled over at the present by His 
Royal Highness. J- J, Stallings, Mayor, formerly a 
farmer of this country and a pioneer. Mayor Stallings 
is what you would call “ F'armer ,Iim”  and won in a 
walk. He is known here as the second Jim Hogg, (ap
ologies to recent politician), but notwithstanding he is 
deserving of all good that is said about him. His ad
vent into the Supreme Chair was first by appointment 
to fill the unexpired term of William Travis Potter now 
of Austin. Politically .Mayor Stallings is a Democrat 
of the first water, one of the Jeffersonian kind. He was 
a friend to Joe Bailey and voted for Hon. Thos. H. Ball. 
His term of office seems to be satisfactory as far as we 
are concerned and we are a believer in him.

MERKEL’S PROSECUTOR

Charles Duiguid .Mim-:. Ex-Mayor of Merkel was born 
and raised in Kentucky lived awhile in Nacogdoches 
but saw the great light a few years ago and moved with 
his family to our t'. wn. He is a believer in our country 
and has since his residence here been a constant reader 
of our paper until last week when his subscription ex
pired According to our lHX)ks last weeks copy of the 
Mail is the first time o;-’* rag has not been sent to his 
address since his arrivât '.ere. We-hojK? that in case 
this article comes to his attention he forgets the past, 
shakes u.s by the hands and calls it s<iuare. Really we 
want Judge .Mims to continue as one of our supporters 
and as the City Attorney of our town we Ix»Iieve he 
ought to keep up with what i.s going on around him. 
.judge .Mims enjoys a large law practice and we gladly 
recommend him to our readers. We have been fortun
ate in not having to employ an attorney since Judge.Mims 
has l)een a resident of our town. The only ca.se we ev
er had in court was well under the direction of an out
side attorney when our present city prosecutor decided 
toj domicile himself here. Politically his inclinations 
are like those of Hon. Mayor. He also tore his coat for 
Hall: but split it with Bailey.

OUR CUSTODIAN

Looking at it from our view point this position 
ought to be filled by it encumbent. H C. Burroughs Sr., 
in a quiet and easy manner but we have been informed 
that he has under his care a total amount of over $7000. 
Really we didn’t know there was that much money,and 
how he safeguards it without absconding and taking this 
ready cash with him we do not understand. The solu
tion we suppose is from the fact that it is H. C. Bur
roughs and a man who a measley $700<).00 would not 
worry.

OUR CITY “DADS”

There are five in this exaulted crowd and each of 
them draw from the City Treasurer every three months 
$15.00 for the patriotic services they have or have not 
rendered. They are J 0. Hamilton, J. L. Harris, J. P. 
Sharp, G. H. Adams and 0. W. Williams. Each one of 
these destinguished" gentlemen is to be congratulated 
for the conservative and judicial way in which they ma
nipulate the wires governing the destiny of our town.

OUR CITY MARSHAL

The man with the five cornered star on his coat is 
W. N. Hall. He moved to Merkel from some ¡)art of 
south Texas near the town of Uvalde. On coming to 
our city, he found things on the boom and erected a 
planing mill to assist in the manufacture of Merkel 
homes which were going up at the rate o f about one per 
day: at that time. When that line of work struck the 
“ toboggan”  he scratched his head and started another 
house. Some people thought it was an air castle but he 
made it stick. He was elected to watch over the wel
fare and safety of our people- Naturally his work was 
satisfactory to many, fairly so to some and disgusting 
to a few. He placed another story to the house about 
eighteen months ago and seated himself in the Marshal’s 
chair for another two years. He is given a.s an assistant 
for care of streets about the city, one venerable B. J. 
Dodd a friend to everybody and everylx)dys friend.

OUR RELIGIOUS BODIES

Nowhere in Texas do we believe there will be found 
a town where religious work is on a higher plane. Per
haps the most noteworthy man of all religious bodies in 
Merkel, is the Rev. A. A. Baker former pastor of the 
Presbyterian church of this place and while he ha.s re
tired from constant work with his people on account of 
his very mature age he has not relented in the 
least in his work for the Supreme Architect, he is ever 
a follower of the Lord and a man loved by every man, 
woman and child who knows him.j Rev Baker has as 
comi>anions in active work Rev. H^pbert E. Bullock pas
tor of the Presbyterian church, Rtiv. W. M. Gaddy pas
tor of the Baptist church. Rev. Ea. R. Wallace pastor 
of the Methodist church and Elden W. G. Cypert pastor 
o f the north side Christion Church.V Under the d ir «-

Merkel children writing to Santa Claus should direct their letters 
as follo\v.s: Santa Claus, G. F. Club, Merkel, Texas.

tion of each of these ministers, 
enthusiastic Sunday school work 
is being carried on every Sun
day. The Superintendents of 
the various Sunday schools find 
their churches well filled each 
Lords Day and a cooperative spir
it in religious work is shown on 
every hand.

0 1 R SüHf l f lL  S i S T t M
This educational Uxly and a 

medium through which our town 
is widely advertised is under the 
direction of the efficient H M. 
Morris formerly of Midlothian. 
Texas. Mr. Morris is ably assist
ed on every hand by teachers in 
all branches and our school year 
is moving toward like a ship on 

la calm sea but under full steam.

¡T H O SE  H K O  K E G I U T E  G l 'K  FCHOOL  
SVSTEM

This body ruled under a gavel 
wealed by J. S Swann, another 
personage like unto our Hon. 
.M^yor, he to, is sometimes term
ed “ Farmer Jim”  (more apolo
gies). .Mr. Swann is probably 
more of a pioneer to the Merkel 
country than 9Í) per cent of our 
citizens. He is a bank president, 
a school trustee, an after dinner 
speaker, a successful farmer and 
stock raiser. The writer has re
collection of boyhood days when 
we would meet up with Mr, 
Swann on his ranch northwest of 
this city and our boyish mind 
then formed a thought of “ Some- 
dayMr.Swann will be a big man” , 
and we were not mistaken in our 
forethought: we have lived to see 
the day. With .Mr. Swann there 
are six other Merkel citizens who 
congregate o n c e  a m o n t h  
and sign the i)ay check for our 
school teachers The body of 
school trustees is a regular or
ganized order. They have a pres
ident, a vice president, a secreta
ry and a conclave every now and 
then to look after the urgent 
needs of the children of their 
constituents. The body is com
posed of J. S. Swann. T.A John
son, J. W. Wheeler, J T- Dennis 
N. D. Cobb. W. L. Harkrid- 
der and O. J. Adcock. None of 
these gentlemen even though 
they discharge their duties in a 
commendable way are paid a cent 
for their trouble, with them it is 
a kind of a thankyou, job but al
ways well done.

U N L L E  S A M ' S  M A N A G E R
The man who looks at you over 

the top of his gla.s.ses and through 
the bars at the postoffice is H.C. 
Williams, recently appointed 
since our country was redeemed 
from the clutches of republic
anism by the democrats.

We have known Mr. Williams 
for many ye%rs and at the begin
ning our accnlaintance was very 
intimate. Ifc taught our young 
ideas how tcishoot in a^ne-roomIf

school house at Trent- He drove 
from Merkel to teach this school 
but never thought of moving his 
home. He moved his work and en
gaged in the real estate and 
insurance business, being as
sociated with G.W. Johnson. 
Having trained us, we naturally 
followed in his footsteps and 
tried to get the postoffice job, 
but as of yore he gave us anoth
er beating.

We are glad because he is a 
good man and a good postmaster 
and we have a better job. May 
he live many years longer and 
continue to grow fatter and rich
er

O I R  B.ANKERS
Of the most important come 

T.A. John.son and R.O. Anderson 
cashiers of the Farmers & Mer- 
ciiunis National Bank and the 
E'armers State Bank respectfully. 
We say they are the most impor
tant and have reasons to prove 
our contention. To one of either 
of these men the woeful piji^osil-'- 
ion comes to their face of lending 
a circulating medium that keeps 
the wolf away from our door as 
well as the door of many homes 
in this part of Texas. Each are 
noted for the generous way in 
which the respond to the request 
of various parties when an occa
sion demands, personally corn- 
mention or. these two men we 
credit the first with being the 
silver tongued orator of our town 
and the latter with being a di
rect opposite when it comes to 
making a speech, He is there with 
the silver but has never demon
strated the tongue. These men 
are super-dominated in official 
positions by J. T, Warren and J. 
S. Swann respectivelly of the 
above mentioned banks. Of the 
latter we have already enlight
ened our readers. Mr, Warren is 
also a banker,an ex-school trus
tee, another one of our after din
ner speakers also a successful 
farmer and a breeder of regist
ered cattle. He IS an advocate of 
rdduced acreage and is making 
preparations to place all of his 
farm land in feed crops for 1915 
harvest and is in the market for 
a gasoline tractor to do the work 
with.

F O R M E R  OFFICIALS
We errect a mental monument 

to the services of Merkel’s for
mer city officials. Our first may
or was G.W.Johnson who started 
Merkel out on the right road Au
gust 4th, 1906, He was assisted 
in the discharge of his duties by 
G. M. Cauthen as marshal. In 
April 1907 the Hon. W.W.Whe«j|-< 
er was otected to fill the Mayors 
chair wmle the name of Mr. Cau
then wa| again submitted to our 
voters a ^  he again was the man 
with the big gun on; This all 
ended inil911 when thenextelec- 

((^ntinu»d on pag« 8)
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A Merry Christmas
. . j
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W E  SOLICIT  A L L  GOOD BUSINESS
We have Over One Thousand Satisfied Customers

Farmers State Bank
M E R K E L T E X A S

J:

i UUji. j
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F I R S T  A P P E A R A N C E  
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rile  Perfect W om an\ 
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NEPTUNE’S
DAUGHTER”

iGO P l iO P L F  
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The Greatest 
Motion Tableau 
Ever Conceived

An  Cr ig ina l  Fa iry  

Hornance, together  

with  the Most  

s tupendous ,  Thr i l l ing  

Av. e -Insp ir ing  and  

Daring Aquat ic  Feats  

, ver Presented  

to the Public

--------SEE.
. o  :  M O D c R N  V E N U S

i H -  M O S T  P E R F E C T  

W O M A N  in the W O R L D

Follow The Arrows to KtsTiVAL poh the tounq
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BURROUGHS DRUG STORE 
For Your X xias 

Presents

O pportun ity  of C h ristm as of B rin g ing  
H app iness to Ch ildren  Should Not 

Be Passed By.

Christmas, the celebration of the 
birthday of the Divine Child. Is pe
culiarly the children's festival And 
while It cannot, too, but be a time of 
special rejoicing among grown-ups, we 
realize after all. that It has no other 
charm to compare with the pleasure 
we take In some kiddy's delight over 
the doll or drum or picture book that 
our special Santa Claus has brought 
him.

This opportunity of making some 
child's Christmas one of surpassing 
Joy, of which he will carry a gracious 
and ennobling memory Into after life, 
years, it may be, after our direct In
fluence for good or evil will have 
ceased forever— this opportunity of 
giving pleasure Is one of the best 
that life has to offer us. And per
haps ^he greatest opportunity is his 
who In place of home times, has the 
w Ide, gray world of homeless, loveless, 
unhappy childhood from which to 
choose the most needy recipient of his 
Christmas giving. The chances of 
giving happiness In this way are so 
many, the means so simple, and the 
deed itself so worthy, that no one of 
us should let the season pass unim
proved.

shall be douDiea. xou tnougnt you 
were cunning, but In several places I 
found the mark of that club foot of 
yours while you were making off with 
my good pork. Now what have you to 
say 7"

"Nothing, except that 1 did not steal 
— ’■ As a bear strikes, so did the heavy 
arm of the invader shoot out. the hand 
gripping the thin shoulder like a trap.

"I varned you If you lied your pun
ishment should be doubled Has nut 
the good Lord commanded Thou shalt 
not steal?' Thank your stars that you 
did not live in those days, for you 
would have been stoned to death. 
Rather, bless your luck that you have 
fallen Into the hands of a compassion 
ate man.” With a hiss the lash fell 
and a shuddering scream burst from 
the lips of the cringing one. But from 
then on no sound escaped them until, 
at last released from the Iron grip, Joe 
fell limply upon the frozen ground. 
Sternly gazing down upon bis victim 
for a moment, Harding turned away. 
"It was the Just punishment of a 
rogue by a Just man,” he muttered to 
his conscience.

From a shapeless, writhing heap the 
fallen one arose, his small eyes glint
ing with the deadly glare of a prodded 
serpent. "Whip me, you black devil— 
you usurer—you forecloser of widow’s 
mortgages— you dodger of taxes— you 
—you— ” The volet rose to an inar
ticulate scream of rage. "By the Eter 
nal. I’ll kill you for that—yes. murdei 
you In cold blood.’* Then the firs'

Easily M ade Christinas 
Novelties in Neckwear

?

THE W ORLD S.MILES 

On the man with exquisitely clean lin
en'. He smiles on himself too with the 
consciousness of absolute cleaniness. 
Send your thsngs to thts laundry and 
you’ll know the feeling. Once you ex
perience our way of lauusring, nothing 
less good will ever satisfy you again.

SWEETW.ATER STEAM LA U N D R V  
,M. B. BELL. Agent. Merkel.

Cozy Theatre
F R I D A V  DEIC. 11

Sick Headache
Sick headache is nearly all caused by 

disorders of the '‘stomach. Correct 
them and the periodic attacts of the 
headache will disappaar. .Mrs. John 
Bishoj) of Roseville. Ohio writes: 

••.About a year ago I was troubled 
with indigestion and had sick headache 
that lasted two or three days at the 

' time. 1 d'Ktored and tried a number 
' of remedies but nothing hel|>ed me un- ■ 
I til during one of these sick spells a 
I friend advised me to take Chamber- 
' Iain’s Tablets. This medicine relieved 
I me in a short time.” i  For sale by all 
dealers. adv

trtririrCr{ririr{r{rCrCzi:rCri:-̂ irir{r(r{rCrCrCrtr̂
For it is good to be children 

*; sometimes, and never better than 
at Christmas, when its mighty 
Founder was a child himself.

„  CAorif« O ick tm
ifirCrirCrirCrCrirerirCrirCrCrî ^

W IS E  A N D  JU ST .

Tliere was a man In our town.
And he was wondrous wise;

He said all plant« were mlslleto* 
To hU diicernlng eyes.

■U'hene'er beneath a spray of green, 
From holly down to flr.

He found a maiden young and fair, 
He then and there kissed her.

And when the maids ohjected. he 
Pld penanci there and then;

He counted up each kiss he took. 
And gate It back again.

PRICE 15 and 25

3 —  Equals —  25
A startling statement but a true one in this case. 

One teaspoontui of medicine and two pounds of 
your own ground feed (cost about 3 cents equal, 
—in what they do for your animals and fowls,—two 
pounds of any ready-made stock or poultry tonic 
(price 25 cents). 'There you are I If you don’t 
believe it, try it out 1 Buy, today, a can of—

D p  A  r ^ p p  STOCK & POULTRY
MEDICINE

Ckufe« feed iate teaic— Make« it re«ah-prodiciaf.

Write iorStrialpackage 
of Bee Dee S T O C K  &  
POULTRY .MEDICINE, 
also our 32 page, illustra
ted book, fullr explaining 
its uses. Address :
Bee Dee Stock .Medicine 

Company, 
Chattanooga, Tcnn.

2Sc, 50c and $1. per can. 
At your dealer*«.

__________________  P U 3

Waa a Privilege«. Bee.
1 Hazel, aged four, was ependtng the 
I day with her aunt While there a bee 

stung her When she returned home 
. that evening her father asked her If 
i she killed the bee nnd she replied;
I “Why, no, papa, it as Aunt Jane’s 
bee.”

f ia n y  lt\ in y  G iv p n e

Follo-w the Arrows to

II
I

• >7?

T H E  M E R K E L  G A R A G E
Repair work promptly done 
and Satisfaction Guaranteed.

T E X A S  C O M P A N Y ' S  O I L S  A N D  G A S .

I f  you need anything in our 
business give us a call.

S. P. FOSTER : PROPRIETOR

BURROUGHS DRUG STORE 
For Your Xtnaa 

Presents

E
HEBPlCiDE FOB IBE BAiB

Whan a doctor Inilorsea a preparation 
It maona more than an ordinary teatlmo- 
nlal. Hla opinion ta alwaya that of tha 
ItrofesBlonal man davotad to tha walfara 
of tha paople.

Dr. J. Ì. Boyd, C'ovtnKton. Tenn.. aaya: 
“I feel It my duty to write thia for tha 
benefit of thoea aufTerlnK from dandruff I 
In tha avaraca case a few appllcatlona of I 
Nawbro’i  Harpiclde will remove all dan- | 
drulT It la advisable to continue Ita use 
for aeveral weeka "

The words of J H. Tbonipaon. M D.. 
No X Burrouah Placa, Cor. Hollis Bt., 
Boston, Maas., are not leas enthuslaatic: 
*'I caa only apeak In pralaa of Nawbro'a 
Harpiclda It la all that la claimed and 
perhap« mofw. Herplclda not only cieansea 
tha aralp but brightens tha hair, glvaa It 
Ufa and makaa It aoft.'*

Dr. T. A. Moora, Duncan, Aria., wrltaa 
of hla expartanea; "My scalp was la placet 
covered by patches of dry, «caly material 
end the ItchInK was Incessant. Since uning 
lierplclde all these evils have disappeared 
and my hair la soft, smooth and growing 
Hair has grown on spots befors but thin
ly covered."

Newbro'a lierplclde la •’the original rem
edy to kill the dandruff germ" and stop 
falling hair Tha terrible Itching which 
goes with dandruff la allayed almost at 
once.

Newbro'a Herplclda In 60c. and fl.OO sizes 
la guaranteed to do all that la claimed. 
If you are not satlalled your monay will 
be refunded.

Applicattcna may be obtained at the 
leading barber «hops. Be sura you gat 
genuine Harpiclda

Mrs. McClain’s Experience With 
Croup

“ When my little boy, Kay, was 
small he was subject to the croup and 
1 was always alarmed at such times. 
Chamberlain’s Cough’ Remedy proved 
far better than any other for this 
trouble. It always relieved him quick
ly. I am never without it in the house 
for I know it is a positive cure for the 
croup,’’ writes Mrs. W . R. McLain, 
Blairsvillr, Fa. For sale by all deal
ers. adv

For Sale by H. C. Burroughs

Whenever Yon Need a aetieral Tonic 
Take Grove’s

The Old Standard Grove’s Tasteless 
chill Tonic is equally valuable as a 
General Tonk because it contains the 
well known tonk properties of Q U IN INB  
and IRON. It acts on the Liver, Drives 
out Malaria, Enriches the Blood and 
Boilds lip the Whole System. SO cents.

How To Give Quinine To Children.
FftBRlLINR 1« tha tradC'inark name gives to an 
Impruved Quinin«. It la a Taatalcaa Syrup, plaaa- 

lake and doea not diatarb tha alosiacla. 
illdrru lake It and never know it ia Ouinlnc. 

aaj^ially adapted to adults who cannot 
rdinary Quinine. Does not nanaaata nor 
lervouaneaa nor ringing in the bead. Tr, 
- i l  tima you nead OuToina for any pur* 

for 2-ounca original packaaa. Tha 
•*®fLIifg la blown la bottla! ZS caata.

Inspiration.
Half the difllcult)' of fighting any 

severe battle or accomplishing any 
hard task vanishes when a man feels 
that he has comrades at his side fight
ing In the same cause, or that the 
eyes of those he loves are upon him, 
and their hearts praying for his vic
tory.— C. J. Perry.

Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy— the 
Mother’s Favorite

“ I give Chamberlain’s Cough Reme- 
d̂y to my children when they have 

lids and caugha,”  writes Mrs. Verne 
taffer, Vandergrift Pa.flit  alwaya 

them and is far superior to sny 
ir cough medicine 1 have ever used, 

isa any one in need of such medi- 
to give it s trial.’ ’ For Sale by 
-alers. adv

OHN HARDING waa not 
a mild man, neither waa 
he inclined to be super
stitious. As a rule he 
bad small belief in 

. signs, presentiments or 
^  hunches, but Just now 

! all this was different. For he had 
s-'en certain signs that one of his 
shoats bad been stolen; hud a pre- 
sfiitlmeiit that a certain unworthy 
known as "Shiftless Joe" had done the 
-foul deed, and jiossessed a hunch that 
he was about to horsewhip Joe until 
he oiitsqueaied any pig critter that 
was ever lifted over a fence on a 
moonless night. So, being a man of 
deeds as well as thoughts, lie took 
down his trusty bull whlii and started 
swampward towards the abode of his 
victim to be.

Now Shiftless Joe was not reckoned 
among the 4UU of John Harding's com- 
munlt;.’. .ind when one is told that 
there were but -100 people In that dis
trict lie w ill understand that the state
ment ¡.us a well-tleflned meaning. He 
lived alone at the edge of the big 
swamp, fishing In summer when it 
was not too hot; trapping In winter 
when it was not too cold; sleeping and 
loafing the year around, he was avoid
ed by the entire hard-working, hard- 
praying settlement.

It was a long tramp from the home 
of Harding to the miserable cabin of 
the trapper, and by the time the for
mer bad arrived there bis righteous 
wrath agaiust the siothful siafu! be
ing whom he sought waa grim and un
relenting. ”My bouse is the bouse of 
prayer; but ye' have made It a den of 
thieves.” he quoted sternly. Then he 
raised his fist and smote upon the 
wretched door such a blow as Moses 
of old might have struck when he split 
the rock and bade the waters gush 
forth. From within a squeaky, rat- 
llke voice bade him enter, and through 
the narrow doorway he crowded.

He glanced around the cluttered 
place. From one corner a thin, weasel- 
like figure arose and stood cringing 
before the mighty ohe, fear thickly 
spreading bis face as be noted the 
formidable whip tightly clutched in 
the equally formidable band. "Good 
morning. Mr. Harding. Happy New 
Year,” he said, fawnlngly.

“It is a bad morning for you, and it 
la going to be au unhappy beginning 
of yie New Year,” he retorted. "Steal 
my kboat. will you!’ The smaller man 
threw up his hands with a protesting 
gesture aa quick denial leaped to hl> 
lips. But Harding ailenced him with 

, a roa
I “Di n't add lying to yotiH thievery,
! you saeep-kllling cur. One » la e  word 
I from Kour Ups and your
I \

“n i Kill You for That, Yes.”

wild outburst of passion passed and 
Into the red eyes a look of cunning 
crept, the cunning that outwitted 
wary wild beasts and took them In his 
snares. — .. w.

He passed rapidly through the brush 
until he came to a hollow leg, from 
which he drew an ancient gun which 
he had stolen and hidden there years 
before None knew that he possessed 
It, and he chuckled at his own cun
ning as he plotted his details. He 
knew that Harding's family was away 
and that John would attend church 
that night and return home alone after 
services. Nothing would be easier 
tnan to raise a window of his foe s 
bouse during his absence, Snd ui>on his 
return kill him at his own threshold 
ami. leaving the weaiwn behind him, 
llee. Joe was known to never carry a 
weapon, and the leaving of this fire
arm behind, together with the forcible 
entry of the place, would throw tho 
crime upon mysterious tramps or bur
glars. As darkness fell he prowled 
forth, assured himself that Harding 
had gone, then, prying open the win
dow, entered and sat waiting by the 
low burning lamp until the sound of 
distant wheels reached his ears. He 
had not loaded his weai>on yet, having 
reasoned that should he be caught be
fore the act with an unloaded gun he 
would be deemed guilty of a far less 
offense than should it he loaded. But 
now the time had come.

From his pocket he drew some pow- 
, der and poured It into the yawning 

muzzle, laying the bullet upon the ta
ble. Next, he must have some paper 
wadding for both powder and ball, and 
a book lay close at hand. Without 
looking at its cover he tore forth a 

' handful of leaves and, selecting one,
! laid the others aside as he raised the 

first piece preparatory to crumpling It 
up and ramming It home upon the 
powder. As he did so the words upon 
the leaf caught hla eye. and slowly he 

 ̂ read:
‘Thou Shalt not kill.”
His hand trembled and his face 

grew gray. Then In the night without 
be heard the beat of hoofs before the 

I'barn, coupled with the loud command 
to “whoa.” and with a gasp he clutched 

i .another sheet. Before his eyes swam 
! the words;
j "Likewise I say unto you, there is 
'Joy In the presence of the angels of 
iGod over one sinner that repeiiteth.”

Slowly the gun slipped from his 
hand, his form relaxed and he sank 
into a chair, his hea<l falling upon the 
table.

' Five minutes later John Harding, 
fresh from unharnessing his team, 
throwing open the door, started back 
In fear and amazement. Then softly 
he approached the man who was now 
shuddering as he had beneath the 
whip, laid the gun aside and gazed at 
the mutilated Bible. Upon the floor 
he saw the dropped pages, gathered 
them upi, read them, then slowly un
derstood.

For the setpnd time that day Hard
ing's band fall upon the shoulder of 

It thta time It was with a 
llenesa.

Ne c k w e a r  and muff eeta wer© 
never more fashionable than they 

are Just now, and they are among the 
easiest to make of home-made glfta. 
They confer both style and comfort 
upon their wearers to the Joy of those 
who receive them.

Neckpieces are simply straight 
lengths of velvet, plush or fur cloth, 
cut a quarter of a yard wide and a 
yard or more In length. They are 
lined with satin and gathered In at the 
ends, where a taeseled ornament 
makes the finish. They fasten about 
the neck with a hook and eye or slide. 
Crocheted, passamenterle or bead 
buckles and ornaments are used on 
them.

Muffs are barrel-shaped and made 
over beds of down or wool batting. 
These beds are bought ready made 
and are very cheap. 'Velvet covering« 
are usually gathered over them with 
ruffles at each end as shown in the 
picture. The muff and ruffles are lined 
with satin. Silk cords or strands of 
large black beads are fashionable this 
season for decorating these acts.

Inexpensive Gifts in
Collars and Vestees

V '. ..‘.it -•

ACOIJ^AR and vestee in sheer or
gandie, to wear with tailored suits 

will be welcomed by every woman and 
costs almost nothing but the time for 
making. The flaring collar is finished 
with hand-embroidered scallops or a 
band of fine narrow swiss embroidery, 
or lace, which extends down each side.

The collar and vestee must be cut 
separately and Joined at the neck line. 
The collar is wired to make It stand 
and flare correctly.

A brilliant vestee, with collar and 
revers of filmy lace, is pictured made 
of brocaded velvet and shadow lace. 
The vestee is a band about the neck 
gradually widening to the waist line 
where it is trimmed into points. It 
fastens Just above the points with 
hooks and eye«, and here three small, 
fancy buttons are set on for ornament.

A short ruffle of lace forms a flaring 
collar which is supported with fine 
wires. The revers are made of straight 
pieces of lace draped in at each side 
and at the top in the neck line. Made 
of bright colored brocades this Is one 
of the prettiest of novelties to be worn 
to embelliah the blouse.

Holiday Ties and
Bows in Ribbon

he husk-

and pretty neeksrear 
of narrow colored velvet 

ws and Uea Ilka those 
the ptoture are often finished 

flowers of ribbon or chiffon.
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(Concluded from page 1)

tion came around and the Merkel 
people elected as their Mayor 
Hon. C. D. Mims here-to-fore 
talked about in these Columns. 
With him the present City Mar* 
■hall. W. N. Hall, stepped into 
office. In April 1913 the name 
of W. T. Potter was submitted to 
our voters as the man for our. 
Mayorship and bis election forth I 
oomin(*. He only served a few 
months of his time until he re* : 
oeived a more luoerative posi* ' 
tion under appointment of (3ov* 
ernor Colquitt as Secretary of 
the board of Irrigation Engineers : 
at Austin. This brought about | 
a condition of affairs explained 
at the begihning of this retro* 
■pective and prospective spasm, j

OIDER AGAINST CONFLAGRATIONS |
A body organized in 1908 with I 

B .  C. Gaither as the Chief, the j 
following year be was re*instated 
and under bis primary training 
Merkel now has one of the best 
fire departments in the State of 
Texas. Foliowing^Mr. Gaither 
came former Marshal G. M. 
Cautben with the ruling of one 
year to be closely followed by 
our barber friend Will F. Evans 
who served for a like time when 
the boys elected as their leader 
their first chief B. C. Gaither. 
The office was made vacant 
shortly afterward by Mr. Gaith* 
®rs move, to Tuscola and the 
“ Kid Chief”  J. Frank Ferrier 
was elected to fill the remaining 
term. His services seemed fairly 
satisfactory to ail the boys and 
not a single vote was registered 
against him at the last election 
and he is now serving us as a 
duly elected chief with an excel* 
lent record. As to what the 
'Volunteer Firefighters have been 
worth to Merkel|during the past 
year can be shown by some com
parative figures. In our sister 
oity of Abilene the report of thr 
Abilene Chief, J. J. Clinton on 
November, 17th last was as fol* 
lows for the tear ending then :

The oity shows to have bad 
their department called out to 
protect $117,300.00 worth of 
property on which there was a 
loss of $57,280.20 not including 

 ̂ a loss of $9,474,50 which the 
Abilene^Detriment could not 
reach. In Merkel for a like time 
we fine the following figures :

Our departmedt was called 
out to protect property valued 
at $36,520.00 and on the total 
amount involved there was a 
loss of approximately $2.999.65

SOME OF OUR CATTLEMEN
We have already talked^ about 

Bome of our Merkel country 
ranch owners to wit* J. 8, Swann 
and J. T. Warren. There re* 
main yet of no less importance 
Messrs Jno. Searfl, C. M. Lar* 
gent, Sam Butman, R. H. Col* 
lins, Arthur Sears and the Com
mission Co. of Bond and Huddle
ston. We say commission of 
these latter two men for they 
manage to make a commission 

' on the eastern cattle after they 
' have made them respectable for 

market purposes by feeding 
them on Merkel country grass 
and feed. Messrs Sears and 
Largent both have aspirations 
for belter bred cattle The lat
ter has so far been more success- 
f j l  in bis vocation from the 
fact that be devotes his entire 
time to the study of raising the 
the best Hereford cattle in the 
€k)utbern part of the United 
States. While Mr Sears has the 
■ame stock but bis time is occu
pied in banking circles of our 
town. The other two cattlemen 
mentioned above, Messrs Arthur 
Sears and R. H. Collins are con
tent with larger beads of cattle 
all raised and fattened for mar
ket purposes.

OUR POILTRYMEN
, When you say poultry raisers 
to a man in West Texas Lis first 
thought is of the Msrkel country 
citizens. (Reference, ourireport 

^ o f  the Merkel Poultry Snow in

this weeks issue of the Mail.)

OUR M I O I C A L  FRATERNITY
Here is an order of Merkel 

citizens worthy of your support 
if you need them. As it is at 
present these men are at times 
in dire circumstances. Only at 
times are they fortunate enough 
to scare the wclf away from the 
door by their professional calls. 
They are hoctora Geo. L. Miller, 
W. B. Crarforo, M. Armstrong 
G. M* Williams, t>. L Davis anu 
O. F. McMaster. The latter two 
are always looking down in the 
mouth. The idea we wish to 
impart to cur readers here is 
that Merkel is a healthy country 
and deserving of such advertise
ment.

rilL IR N  OF THE SOIL
Here is where theMerke! coun

try springs into prominence.
Merkel has a record of ship

ping more cotton than any other 
town between Fort Worth and 
El Past on the Texas and Paci
fic railway. This comes through 
the progressivenees of our far
mers. To individually mention 
the prominent agriculturalists of 
the Merkel country we would 
have all the advertieencents 
scroudged out of our paper and 
such would oe an impossibility 
for that is how we manage to 
“ get by'* as J. G. Jackson would 
say.

I I I K  AUVFKTISERS
To these patriotic people you 1 

either c we a compliment or 
a convntion, fer ’tis by their fi
nancial patronage this paper is 
sent tJ your address. If you arej 
in the market for any tning from 
a tin hrrn to a piano it will pay 
you to see whai our ncerchants 
are advertising.

A dollar saved is a dollar made 
and the savings listed in this 
week’s Merkel Mail by cur home 
merchants and business men 
would fill the Belgian relief cup! 
to overfltwing so far as the Mer
kel country would be duty bound 
to coniribuie, |

How’s This?
We off* r (»ne Hundred PoKars r«- 

ward for any caae of Catarrh that can 
not be cured by llaH's Catarrh Cure.

F. J. Cheney & Co. Toledo, Ohio.
We the undersigned, have known F. 

J. Cheney for the last 15 years, and 
believe hinri perfectly honorable in ail 
business transactions and financially 
able to carry out any obligations made 
by his firm.

Nat’l Bank of Commmerce 
Toledo, Ohio.

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken inter
nally acting directly upon the blood 
and mucous surfaces of the system. 
Testimonials sent free. Price 75c per 
bottle. ¡Sold I'.y all druggist.

Take Halls Family Pills for consti
pation. adv

Cic Peace Treaty.
A cc'pv fif I hi' cfflolal declarctlcn of 

peace belli**ri Knfland and the T’nl- 
ted Nftherlaiidf. of IfiilT, was recently 
sold iii l-oiidon, together with other 
proclamatloiit. raniphlets, Irtadsldes 
and nes.s sheets The pamphlet 
brought tJM'. This was the treaty 
which pave New York to England.

For that dull Feeling after Eating
I have used Chamberlain’s Tablets

I

for some time, and can testify that | 
they have «lone me more gfiod them I 
any tablets I have ever used. .My j 
trouble was u heavy dull feeling after , 
eating. -  Davio  F rkeman. Kempt, , 
Nova Sf-otis. These Tablets strength- ‘ 
en the st«imach and improve th? d i-, 
gestion. They also regulate the liver 
and bowels. They are-far su[*erior to 
pills but cc‘st no more. Fur sale by all . 
dealers. adv I

Had uecome Callcuied. |
"Do«-s It y practicing make you' 

nervous?” ssltrd the man who is i 
learning t«i piny the bupW frr the ter-1 
litorials. If did vlien 1 firet heard! 
the neighbors discussing it.” replied 
the sympathetic person. "But now j 
I'm getting so I don’t care what hap-1  
pens to you.”— London Opinion. !

The Magic Washing Stick
“ The Magic Washing Stick is just 

fine. |It did just what you said it would 
do and the clothes were so nice and 
white with all that hard rubbing left 
off.”  writes Mrs. Sarah Goodaie, 
Preston, Texas.”  The kfsfpc Stick is 
not a aoap nor washing tKiwder. Sokl 
by druggist, three sticks aor 25c, or by 
mail from A. B. RichardsKedicine Co. 
Sherman, Texas. adv V.

1,

Performance Positively Begins at 2:00 p. m., Rain or Shine
OFFICIAL PROGRAM:

2:30 p. m. Wild Horse Race, prize 
3:00 p. m. Cowboys’ Horse Race, prize

(Entrance fee in both the above events $2.00 each.)
3:30 p. m. Cigar Race, prize . . .
4:00 p. m. Potatoe Race, prize 
4:30 p. m. Shoe Race, prize 
5:00 p. tn. Broncho Riding Contest by the Worlds Champions 

Prize $15.00 Entrance Fee $3.00
Goat Roping. 1st prise $15.00; second prize $10.00; third prize

$5.00. Entrance fee $2.50.

Roping Exhibition by Frank Stil! on Streets Free AT 1:30 p.m.

$3.00 will be given to the man who brings in 
the worst bucking horse or mule. This is not 
a Wild West Show, but all home talent from 
start to finish. For futher information see

I

GENERAL ADMISSION 10c AND 2Sc

To  M eno B roken D ith ea  
Thcrf is nothing better for mend

ing broken disheu or a lamp that ia 
loose in the collar than alum melted 
and used while hot.

Uae for Bone* of Albatross.
Bonea of the albatroas are being 

Ubed to a very great extent of late aa 
mouthpieces for pipes instead of am 
ber.

A Luscioua Criticism.
"Her crltfclsms,” said Mrs. Twlck- 

embury, "were extremely succulent.” 
--Christian Register.

Heartburn is a symptom of inii^fí»- 
tion. Take a dose of H ERBIN^ in 
such cases. The pain disappear^ in
stantly. The bowels operate sp«a-dily 
and you fc^l fine, cheerful and varor-
ous. Price i 
roughs, j

60c Sold 
adv

by H. C.

J

Wheeaing in the lungs indicates tha 
phlegm is obstructing the air passagj 

.B A LLA R D ’S HOREHOUND SYR 
I loosens the phlegm so that it can b * 
, coughed up and ejected. Price 
i 50c and IlOO per bottle. Sold by H 
' Burroughs. adv

Stops Pain Right Now
Hunt’s Lightning Oil Gives almost 

instant relief in cases o f Rheumstis, 
neuialgia, headache etc,, and act aa a 

; healing oil on cuts and bruises. Every 
home should keep a bottle handy. Get 
it at any reputable drug stare in 25c 
and 50c bottles. adv

Shark a Long-Distance Swimmer. 
The shark boldg the record for 

Icng-distance swimming. A shark haa 
been known to cover 800 mllei !■ 
three days.

Sickiv children need White’s Cream 
Vermifuge. It not only destroys 
worms, i f  there be any, but it acts aa a 
strengthening tonic in the stomach and 
bowels. Price 25c per bottle. SoW by 
H. C. Burroughs. adv
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AN APPEAL TO SANTA CLAUS

»

- /

Have you any good Dads to frive out this Christmas? If you have you had better bring some with 

you for you may get st jck ir. the mud just before you reach our town. I f  you think you will be late in get

ting here it might be well to i)ring so.ma natural gas along to light things up with.

Now Santa Claus we are badly in need of these good roads and ask that you do all you can for us. 

Trusting that you help us out in this, we remain very expectant and in dire need of better highways.

THE M AIL AND ITS READERS.

2 s 2 m m s m s m s 2 - s a s 3 ffls »s i! ^ O T ^ ? ^ • 5 K ^ s ^ s 'm «^ M m m ím ? ^ -J ^ s ^ s O T s ^ s ^ O T O T m s m s ^ s ^ lp p ^ K 3 | i^ B W tK s ^ s ^ ^



«VT

1«:

^ i '/  y  » y  ÒVÌ7

/¡rjstmasRilV
F O L L O W  T H E  A R R O W S  T O  T H I S  P L A C E

APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR E V E R Y  MEMBER OF THE F A M I L Y - A N D  HER

Everything on Display December 15th— Open Evenings until Xmas
OUR PLACE THE TOVLAND OF THE TOWN-See for YOURSELF

Accommodations to the Visitinj? Public. Be one of our visitors. Make it a Kodak—an Ansco—could any j?ift 
be better? Ansco films fit any Kodaks. Get the Ad.sco kind. Why? Because they sell for less and are better

Parisian Ivory
The Latest

and most acceptable fiifts. 
Toilet Sets in Parisian Silver. 
Pompeian Gold and French 
desijarns Manicure Sets.

DIAMONDS
and the many Xmas Gifts

I
Jewel Boxes and All Those

Gifts that }fo with them, carryinj? a life-time 
remembrance as a result.

11 Shopping Days until Xmas
Shop early here—Be Satisfied. y

Follow 

The Arrows 

t 0

BURROUGHS 

a t

Merkel

Cut Glass for The
Home

Fruit Bowles. Candle Sticks, 
Nappies. Vases. Bon Bon 
Dishes. Rose Bowles, Puff 

Boxes and everything in 
Cut Glass Designs

r i lK  C H R IS T M A S  ̂ F O R  E V E R Y B O D Y
Fireworks for the boys. —Dolls for the babies—Gifts for father—pood selections for your mother—something for sister

and at a saving to yourself. Follow the line of arrows to

R R O U G H S  D R U G  S T O R E
For Xmas Presents That Please

t h e :

Farmers & Merchants Natl. Bank
OF M ER K EL

Capital and Surplus 850,000.00
Member Bank in Regional Reserve System

J. T. Warren
Henry James

Ben T. Merritt

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

G, F. West C. P. Warren 
Ed. S. Hughes 

Thos. Johnson

A

V.

A letter from the Editor of the 
Texas & Pacific Magazine to the 
Mail in which a few encouraging 
words are spoken by the writer. 
Jack H. Ester.

The Mail, Merkel, Texas,
Indicated by. the correspon

dence from Dallas and New Or
leans. the Mail has the warmest 
congratulations from ihe First 
Vice president and other officials 
of the Texas & Pacific Railway 
Company, giving this expression 
with the publication of the Mail’s 
special edition. There is a friend
ly feeling manifest between the 
railroad men and the press, at
tested by the helpfulneas upon 
the part of each agency in build
ing up the great West Texas 
country.

The Texas & Pacific Railway 
has reason to be proud of Merkel 
and the growing country conti- 
gious to the town, which element 
has been loyal in its support of 
its  transportation faciliti 
the same has been the 
versely, of the railway co 
in its support to the tow 
county communities Consta

\

operation in the.se things must be 
maintained and stimulated to 
guarantee development.

According to the T- & P. offici
als, they have taken the keenest 
delight in observing the steady 
groth of .Merkel and trade terri
tory that is consistently being 
broadened. High bnildings and 
massive stone structures are not 
needed in appreciating the 
growth of a city of a city. The 
observance of underlaying prin
ciples of progress denote more 
than the surface of material 
things indicate. Along this line, 
attention is called to the fact 
that the tickets sales of the 
station of Merkel for the month 
of October, 1914 increased 26.1 
per cent as compared with the 
total sales for that month last 
year. The record of Mr. A. J. 
Leighty agent, is worthy of 
appreciation. He also showed 
an increase for the month of 
September. Realizing the pub
lics interest in Railw’ay affairs as 
never before, it is one of the 
policies of the new manage
ment of the Texas & Pacific Ry. 
to take into its confidencej.the 
patrons serued by its lines, giv
ing them a keener insight into 
the problems of transportation

After all railroads are but the 
servants of the people, who, 
through National and State com-

missions and city ordinances, 
regulate to a great extent the 
operation of trains and prescri
bed rules for accounting and 
other routine activitic'«.

It has been proven to the sat
isfaction of all that when trans
portation companies do not pros
per the i>eai)le served by these 
companies do not prosper. I f  
train schedules are comI)ed by 
the fine U*€th of retrenchment 
leaving for the people to use ab 
solutely the trains that are com 
pelleil to run. giving them inade 
quate service, unsafe trans])or 
tation and other hardships result 
ing from short earnings, the peo 
pie at large are the first to suffer 
The world today is demanding 
safe, quick and comfortable train 
service and its business men de
mand dispatch in the movement 
of freight.

With the increased cost of liv
ing a demand for higher wages 
among the employes of the rail
roads arose and very promptly 
w’as granted Now the railroads 
ask that they might be permitted 
slightly to increase their freight 
rates. They, too. suffer and are 
suffering now from the same 
high cost of living and higher 
prices for material and labor. 
This requesL to date, has not 
been granted, but it is believed 
by many that public sentiment 
has so shaped that all channels 
of private and industrial factions 
are in favor of granting the 
needed aid to the railroads.

The first vice president of the 
T. & P. has made it plain that all 
railroads will be what the people 
make them. By this, he means 
that the carriers may be made or 
broken by their attitude. Peo
ple served by railroads must at 
all times be fair and friendly in 
all dealings. Juries and judges 
must be honest in their convic
tions and give legal matters their 
conscientious consideration.

‘H O N E S T  S E R V IC E ’

OOilOniiQl Jno. G. Jack son

1 ‘jbA.

R.H. Reaves a merobant of 
our aiater oity of Trent wee'in 
Merkel Saturday on busing.

I K. Curtis born in Lincoln
j cou.'Uy Tennessee January 12. IS- 
' 46 die 1 a* Merkel u: 9 Jt) o’clock 
j Wc'JiiPs ;ay morning December 
! 8th.
; .\lter ha.ing spout a larger 
prrt of his b. yho<)d days in Ten
nessee the deceased moved with 
hi' parents, hrother.s and sisters 
to Danviiie, Kentuckey where 
the i’.OMC remained until the year 

|of W 'îlat which time they m .'ved 
¡to Hill county Texas Twenty 
I two years later they moved to 
'Taylor county and has since that 
I time made his home here. Hei
served in the Confederate Army 
for two years, and over forty two 

i years ago professed religion and 
united with the Cumberland Pres
byterian Church of which he has 
always been an ardent member. 
Mr Curtis having passed from 
our midst, we are reminded that 
those old land marks to which we 
owe our southern chivalry are 
rapidly passing from view. He 
was a pioneer to the Merkel coun
try and one of the best men of 
our entire country. Surviving 
him is one brother and one sister, 
S. W. Curtis of Sweetw-ater and 
Miss Amandie Curtis of th s city.

Funeral services were held at 
the Presbyterian church Thurs
day morning at 10 o’clock. with 
burial immediately afterward 
Rev. Hubert E Bullock conduct
ing the services.

, . !

Lame back may come from over 
work, cold settled in the muscles of the 
back or from disease. In the two for
mer cases the right remedy is B A L 
LA R D ’S SNOW  LIN IM ENT. It 
should be rubbed i.i thoroughly over 
the affected part and relief will be 
pron pt and satisfactory. Price 25c, 
60c and |1.00. Sold by H. C. Bur
roughs. adv

Ili

Nioe freeb line of Kincs 
die# at Mrs. E.M. Ru«t

/

Real Estate»»Farm Loans
Fire Insurance

Capital $ 1 ,2 5 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 ; Surplus — $48 5

Th.‘ combined capital of the three Abilene banks is $45o.00<\ 
Only one of my clients who owns pver lOJ.KIO acres of Texas lands 
furni'hes a bigger capital for my business. In fact. I have the 
biggest and best in Abilene from every viewpoint except possibly 
that of surplus. If I could eat regularly and had plenty of ex
pense money I would sell out a chunk of West Texas this winter 
bigger than Belgium. I am going to sell oat a slice about like 
Lu.\*mburg anyway and if you have anything to sell or wart to 
buy, remember that I am yuur Huckleberry. ,

SOi^E EXCLUSIVE SPECIALS
“ Read the Red and Yellow Signs’’

No ore ver lost a:i eye reading my ads r.or a dollar buying 
my exclusive barg-ains and you should get the habit. I am prepar
ing a list longer than my imagination for the Christmas number of 
the Reporter but here are a few small pre-holiday and preliminary 
opportunities;

STOCK FAR.M AT A S N A P —480 acres within three miles of 
Merkel on public road and in good community; 70 acres in valley 
farm, balance in grass and Bitter creek, plenty of water and loU 
of wild rye in pasture; good 4-room house. The price is the thing 
here. Price, 160 acres improved at $22.50 per acre, only $750 cash, 
terms cn balance and I will lease you the 320 acres of grass at $50 
per year for five years. Now, if you want to quit cotton and raise 
cows, hogs, chickens, mules, milo maize, sorghum, kaffir co.-n and 
a big family here is your chance.

CHICKEN SPECIAL —50 acres within two miles of Abilene, 
just north o f Howerton Lake (if that’s not over 2 miles); 40 in 
cultivation, 10 in pasture; 1 room house, well and tank. Price 
$2500; $otX) cash or stock and liberal terms.

.MERKEL PO U LTR Y—40 acres within two miles of Merkel 
northwest; 30 acres in valley field, 10 in pasture; good 4-room 
house, newly painted, well, cistern, storm house, barn and garden. 
Over $1000 worth of improvements. This place is worth $2500 but 
listen; Price, $1500; $3!j0 cash and liberal termL

FARM MORTGAGE LOANS
In the last week 1 have p aced $10,000 and if you need any of 

my money you had better see me quick, but no use unless you 
have a high-class, gilt-euge and thribly secured proposition. It 
makes no difference to n.e but the man furnishing the money is 
awfully particular. My rates are 8 to 10 per cent—that is when I 
get the right kind of security then I get all I can. I am just hu
man like you and so is the man with the money.

1 hope that you have a Merry Christmas and w ill buy several 
of my exclusive bargains during the Nsw year.

“ Read Tha Rad and Yallow Signs.

Jno. G. Jack son
Next to F. & M. Bank. ABILENE. TE.XAS
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M ak e  Your C h r is tm a s  G ifts  U sefu i

"YburFriendsWUi Delight in Your P rid e
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Dsarift V/on’ t you buy my 
present of “ Mach”

I told him what I W ent

Everylliing to MaKe l!ie Home [cmfortalile

mmsa ■s/nx2rr ±

• Sale Sale
Begins Saturday, Dec. 12th

Remember the dates and come to Trent. The last visit to our store at Ranger we 
found ourselves overstocked on Fail and Winter Mdse. Also having a store at Nava- 
sota and Waco in order to reduce our stocks we are going to make the following 
----------------------------------------------------- sacrifice------------------------------------------------------

Read Read Read
And como to Trent and figure with us before buying elsewhere. This sale Thursday

December, 24
36 inch bleached domestic the kind 
you always pay 10c per yard, sale 
price 15 yards for one dollar 
36 inch unbleached domestic the 
regular price 10c, sale price 13 
yards for one dollar.
36 inch bleached and unbleached 
domestic sells at 10 and 12 l-2c, 
sale price............................ _._9cts

50c ladies underwear__________ 35c
Ladies underwear comes in fleeced 
lined and ribbed, sells everywhere
for 50c. Sale price............. __.35c

Come to Trent
10c gingham s_____  __________ 7 1-2
Extra good grade mostly light 
colors regular price 10 cents Sale 
price....................................... 7 1-2

I “B e ll”
I C onnection  
I V a lu a b le  to  
I Y o u
r  From seed time to har-
E vest and all the year
= through, every farmer oc-
E casionally has business to
E transact in distant towns. =
= Letters go slow and =
E traveling i s expensive. =
E Why not let the Long s
E Distance Bell Telephone r
E lines carry your message? §
= Have you a Telephone s
E connected to the BeU Sys* s
E tern? s

I- THE SOUTHWESTERN I
I  TELE6RAPH & TELEPHONE |
= COMPANY. i2.R.*i4 5
niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin

$4. ladies messaline skirts $3. comes in assorted shades. Watch them go on 
sale at $3. $10. ladies cloaks at $7.50. Ladies cloaks come in broadcloth
mixture)) and are up-to-dite, sella everywhere (or SIO. our priae only 7 50. Ladies cloaks 
come in blue and brown, Sizes 32 and 34 only worth up to 7.50 Watch them go on this 
eale 4 00 to 4 50, 2 00 children cloaks 1 5X Cloaks come in red broadcloili an<l txmsKin
sale price 1.50 5 00 Florsh»im and 4 00 Florsheim cornea in tan button and lace eells everj'
where for 5 00 and 6 00 sale price 4 00 4 00 and 5.00 ladiea akirta at 3 00. Ladien ekirta
come in assorted shades and sizes. Sell th«! world over from 4 00 to 5 00 Sale price 3 00 
Remember that this space dont permit ua to quote all prices on everything Come to Trent

and we will do the rest «

NEMIR Dry Gopds Co
Trent

Wanted 100 youn^ m^n who 
are going to marry to buy their 
engagement rings from me. I can 
show you any style from the 
plain band to the latest Tiffany 
wadding ring. Mrs. E.M. Huit.

Gas in the stomach comes from food 
that has fermented. Get rid o f this 
badly digested food food as quickly as 
possible i f  you would avoid a biliaus 
attact; HERBINE is the remedy you 
need. It cleanses and strengthens the 
^tomach, liver and bowels, and re
s ' res energy and cheerfulness. Pricea* res energy and cheerfulness. Price 

Sold by H. C. Burroughs, adv

liewia Patterson of Hamlin ia 
beifa spending the month of Dec-

D.’E. Com-

W.M, Jenkina of Dallaa was» 
s here Saturday and Sunday ahak- 
E ing hands with old friends and 
• loojiing after bueineaa matters.

. and Mrs. Cal Buford o f . 
ne were here Saturday and 

'Sunday visiting the formers par- j 
enta .Mr. and Mrs J.A. Buford, j

Nice assortment of Waldemar j 
Vest Chains all guaranteed j 
good. Mrs. E. M, Ruet Drug and 
Jewelry.

^ Mr. and Mra. G.H. Mansell left 
^  s : Saturday for Arlington where 

Si their heme { is; at the present. 
5 'These good people are leaving 

the Merkel country after an ex
tended stay in our midst and 
their many friends regret very 
much to have them break their 
neighborhood ties and move to 

“ 'another country.
With a deposit we will put any 

thing aside for you and you are 
sure of your present at the time 
of giving. No disappuintuieiit 
when you trade at Mrs. E. M. 
Rusts.

J.C.JBickley.'of Merit was here 
last week looking after his Mer
kel countryjproperty. Mr. Bick- 
ley is ^highly pleased with the 
Merkel country and is now a fre
quent visitor to our town.

There is nothing nicer for a 
Christmas present than a East
man Kodak. If its an Eastman 
it will make a clear cut picture. 
See them at Mrs. E. M. Rusts.

N ^oy (B ill) Sheppard is re
turning to Merkel this week to 
accept his old position at the 
Elite Confectionary. Roy has 
been in Winters for the past 
three montba.

L. Stevens of Trent vras in 
office this week laving his 

supply of nading matter for the 
coming year. In reality he made

4
emt'er with his urcls 
pto% of Route 2̂

Dà O. M. W.illaratf 
Lbillne on business Tt

was
ay.

in

^ 0

himself 
the Merl

Mr. ai 
Vernon 
their hoi 
for the ||r'

'Christmas present of 
Mail for another year.

I Mra. Sam Coweer of 
have bMn making 

"■ e l countrythe M
month

LOCAL AND PERSONAL |

Jaxon self filling feuntata-pen«*-—  
for $1.00 at Mrs. E.M. Rest.

Miesess Grace Moore and 
Ruby Dowdy were in Abilene 
Saturday.
Joe Bettus of Abilene was here 
Saturday shaking bands with 
friends.

H. C. o urrough Jr , and sister , 
Mies Frances were vis ting 
frierda in ¡Abilene Sunday.

G.B. Tittle our genial keeper^ 
of county monies at Abilene wa^^—.> 
here Saturday. The face of this 
popular fat man in Merkel makes 
us feel much at home and 
minds us of bygone days.

Miss Elizabeth Swafford 
has been visiting her bro 
Luther Swafford and family of 
Dallas returned home last 
week.

Mrs. M.A. Woodroof returned 
to her home at Hillsboro Friday 
after spending the past two mon
ths with her son W.D. Woodroof 
and family.

Mrs. Alva Clark of Houston 
who has been here for some time 
visiting her mother Mrs. C.E. 
Whittaker returned home last 
week.

re-

who
i t h e ^

^  /

CklcicBs For Sale
Twelve White Plymoth 

cockerels for sale. Fishel 
One dollar each. Mrs. 
McMaster.

Rook 
stock. 
O. P.

A alice.
I am now offering my place 

for sale 3 miles southwest of 
Trent. James A. Baker t2pd

Waqted— 50 teams for seed 
haulini:. Apply at Guitar Gin. It

For Itle  or will trade for wood a 
fine hsV grown colt Apply at Merkel 
Mail oJk s . Itpd

Lost* Saddle blankets in Warren 
coramuMity. Color green with red bor
der: H ^a rd  for return to Mall oflles. 
G.M. ^
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TT R!STMAS
Sales At The CHRISTMAS GIFT STQRE=

Perfect gifts in perfect packages, in things beautiful and suitable for pres
ents. The satisfaction of giving really perfect gifts will be yours if  your 
selection is made here. The sentiment of Christmas finds its highest exprès» 
sion in the beautiful and new things We are showing-things that cannot be 
found at any other store. The Rust package is a perfect package. The

very essence of refinement and good taste.

Gifts For Ladies
Cut Glass Fruit Bowls 
Gold Umbrella 
Gold Watches 
Diamond Lavalliers 
Cameo Brooches 
French Toilet Sets 
Picture Frames 
Fancy Christmas Stationery 
Fancy Clock
Set silver knives and forks
Set Salad forks
Set Teaspoons
Pie set
Carving set
Coffee percolator
Baking dish
Casseroles
Chafing Dish
Eastman kodak 2A Brownie

Gifts For Girls
Diamond Brooches Diamond rings 
Cameo neck chains Bracelet watch 
Pendent diamond neck chains set 
in onyx
Tango bracelets, things of style 
but not of beauty 
French ivory toilet sets 
Nail files 
Hand mirrors 
Puff boxes 
Hair receivers 
Pm cussions Scissors 
Hair brushes Soap boX'es 
Nail brushes Manicure Sots 
Nothing nicer than a box of Whit
neys stationery
Leather covered and silver party 
bags
Easman folding pt>cket camera

Gifts for Men
French ivory military sets 
Silver military sets 
Thermos bottles 
Fountain pens
Clutch pencils both Silver and gold
Cigarette cases
Box cigars Chains
Cigar cases Pipes
Purees
Waldemar Vest 
Coat chains 
Belt chains 
Vest chains 
Gold fobs 
Tie clasp 
Stick Pins 
Gold Umbrella 
Easman Vest 
Kadak

Cuff Links

Pocket Folding

Gifts for Bovs
Watches, chains, cu ff buttons, tie clasp, 

stick pins, comb and brush.

Base balls, mitts, masks, bats, harps 

Boy Scout books, Girton Series, Camp 

Fire series.
t

Easman kodak N o . 2 specially for

boys.

W ell chosen books for gifts at Christmas times. Books are of minds speaking to minds, 

vital, refreshing enlarging. For this reason books are priceless as gifts. T h e  best of all 

gifts, the Bible. Students bible, complete teachers bible, large type bible, red letter teachers 

bible, childs bible, concordance bible, family record bible. Y ou  are making a record, are you 

keeping it for your chilnren. Testaments. Best of the latest fiction. Books. Toast 

Holiday gifts and package dressings. Tags, seals, cards, lable stamps.

Pop! Bang!Pow The Boys!
Must be remembered. Let them enjoy life. Give them a little money 
and they will let you hear from them. Cannon crackers, torpedoes, 
sky rockets, roman caneles, salutes, magic snakes, baloons, repeating 
pistols and caps, auto torpedoes, yankee sparklers, safety torpedoes.

Roman Candles 30 balls 25 cents.
•No T i m o  F o r  K O D A K S -

In our rush with Christmas goods we have not overlooked our Drugs.

Gifts for Children
Childs bracelet, ring set, necklesses, plain 
band rings, toy watches, toilet set, table 
set of knife and fork and spoon, choo 
choo series of linen books, easy painting * 
and drawing, bed time stories, mothers 
foot stool stories, our boys series, Billy 
W hiskers stories, Peter Rabbit series 
Jack and bean stalk, one sylable series, 
miniture kodak N o . 0 for children $1.25
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T H E  H E R D IN G  IM OF ENORMOUS 
SAVINGS TO THOSE WHO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

Pre-Inventory Prices
Say! Aren’t you surprised to catch yourself reading an ‘ad’, and do you 
realize you are likely to read it Thru? Why? Because this is not the 
common ordinary ‘ad’ you often glance at, but a very exceptional one.
There is something interesting and beneficial to you contained herein.

You are going to do some shopping between the dates of December the 11th and 24th. Mark these dates. There is a reason for everything worth while to you be

cause it is the moans of conveying to you how you can save money. In otherwords make your dollar have more CENTS. We are going to give everybody a Xmas- 

present who trades with us during above specified time. It will be in this way. Each purchaser will get a present of such discounts in prices that they will gladly thank 

us for. You are earnestly envited to come. Remember the dates, Friday Dec. 11th. to Thursday Dec. 24th. Yours for a square deal and satisfaction and wishing you

A  M E I R R V  C H R I S T M A S

J. P.SHARP

Awards on all entries of the 
Merkel Poultry and Pet Stock 
Show of Dec. 3, 4 and 5.

Barred Rock.s—N. A. Cropp. 
Brownwood, 1st. Brdckl.; .Mrs 
Joe Higgins: Merkel. 1st ck. 2nd 
4th ckl, 1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th hen. 
1st. 2nd, 3rd, 4th pullet. 1st. 2nd 
pens.

VV'̂ hite Wyandottes —Dr. R. B. 
Homan El Pa.so. 2 ck, 2, 4 hen 
H M Rose, Merkel, 1st, 4th ck; 
2nd, 4rd ckl; 1st, 3rd hen: lst.4th 
pens. R L Bland. Merkel. 3rd 
ck; 2nd. 3rd, 4th pullet: 3rd pen. 
T R Douglass, Merkel, 1st, 4th 
ckl: 1st pullet: 2nd pen.

S. C. R. I Reds—Jas Everett. 
Oglesby, 2nd ck: 1st. 3rd pullet: 
4th pen D H Jeffries. Abilene, 
1st. 4th ck: 4th ckl: 1st, 4th hen; 
2nd pullet; 1st pen. R A Ellis, 
Merkel, 3rd ck: 1st ckl: 2nd pen. 
E H Cordill. Nubia. 2nd hen, 4th 
pullet. 3rd pen
G L Baker & Son, Merkel, 3rd 
ckl. J W Teaff, Merkel, 2nd ckl, 
3rd hen-

Black Langshans—M C Sisk, 
Merkel, 1st ck, 1st, 2nd. 3rd, 4th 
hen.

S C White Leghorns—Lewis 
McGaughey, Merkel, 2nd ck, 1st 
ckl.

S C Brown Leghorns—J A 
Falkner, Coleman, 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
ckl; 1, 2, 3, 4 hen, 1st pen.

S C Buff Leghorns—H R Kan- 
easter, Brownwood, 1, 2. 3, 4 
pullet.

S C Black Minorcas—W R Wal- 
krr, Merkel, 1st hen. P S Kauff
man, Abilene, 5nd pullet.

SC Buff Orpingtons—A J Hart
ley, Merkel, 2nd.ck, 1, 2. 3 okl, 
1, 3 hen; 1,2, 3, 4 pullet, 1, 2pelk. 
Mrs Hattie Baker, Merkel. 4 
ckl, 2nd pen.

S C White Orpington—W

Williams, Merkel. 1st ck. 1st ckl. 
1. 2. 3. 3 hens: 1. 2. 3, 4 pullet: 
1. 2 pen.

Dark Cornish—W E Justice. 
Merkel. 1st ck. 1st ckl, 2nd hen; 
1, 2, 3, 4 pullet. 1. 2 pen.

White Cornish—J C Comegys, 
Merkel. 3rd ck. 1, 2. 3 hen, 1st 
pullet.

White I R Ducks—Lee Baker. 
Merkel, 1, 3 drake. 1, 2, 3. 4 
kucks.

Best Display in Show (all 
birks) —1st to R A Ellis. Merkel, 
on R I Reds: 2nd to D H Jeffries, 
Abilene, on R I Reds,

Special Premiums (All Birds) 
Largest and Best Display —RA 

Ellic, Merkel.
2nd Best Display—D H Jef

fries. Abilene
Best Display (Parti Color) —R 

A Ellis, Merkel.
Best Display (Solid Dolor)—W 0 
Williams, Merkel 

Best Pen—DH Jeffries,Abilene 
2nd Best Pen —W 0 Williams, 

Merkel.
Best Male and Female—D H 

Jeffries, Abilens
Heaviest Hen—J W Teaff, Mer

kel-
Best male R A Ellis, best fe 

male Jas. Everet 
Best Hen—W 0 Williams. Mer

kel
Best Pen—DH Jeffries, Abilene 
Best Cock— *‘ ‘ ‘
Best Cockerel—Ellis. Merkel 
Best Pullet—Everett, Oglesby. 
White Waynedotta—Bes  ̂ dis

play, best male, 2nd best bnale, 
H M Rose, Merkel.

English Class—Best male, best 
female, W O Williams, MerkJ 

Mediterranean Class — B 
male. JA Falkner, Coleman; 
female, H R Kaneaster, Brow, 
wood.

Barred Rocks—Best pen, Mrs 
Joe Higgins. .Merkel: best male, 
N A Cropp. Brewnwood 

R I Reds—Best i>en, D H Jef
fries, .Abilene: best male, R .A 
Ellis. Merkel; best pullet, Jas 
Everett, Oglesby.

Buff Orpingtons — Best pen, 
Mrs Hattie Baker, .Merkel. |

Best Drake and L>uck by one ' 
exhibitor—Lee Baker. Merkel. | 

W. 0, Williams, Secy.

Found Dead ^es^ SMeelNdter |
The body of an unidentified! 

map was found near Sweetwater 
Thursday by some small boys' 
who were bunting.

They reported their grewsome 
find to Sheriff A'arborough whoi 
promptly started an investigation. ' 
The lodv was without clothing 
and in a badly décomposée con* j 
dition with parts of flesh lacer- ! 
ated and torn. Oaing to the find 
having laid in an unproteced 
place 80 long it was not decided 
whether the deceased met his 
death from natural causes or 
whether murder was the cause.

Here from Nobeetie.
W. L. Parten of Mobeetie, 

formerly a citizen of Merkel ¿was 
here Tuesday and Wednesday 
on his way to east Texas on 
business.

Mr. Parten was aooompanied 
from Big Sprng here by his 
brother-in-law T. E. Paylop also 
a former resident of Merkel.

Ab lleoe lady Dies.
Mrs. Susie Shelton of Abilene 

, died at the family home Friday 
evening of last week, after a 

' lingering illness of more than a 
year.

The deceased had fur a num- 
' ber of years been a resident of 
, Abilene and had numerotM 
friends there as well as at thi '̂ 
place. Of the relatives in the 
Merkel country they are Messrs 
Terrell, Joe and Sam Winter an 
Mrs. Phe'obs Greene. Buri 
services were held at Abilei 
Sftturday Desember 6cb at2 P

I

Mrs. Parmelly Burled Here.
ilra. Gladys Parmelly wjfe of 

LeRoy Parmelly of Abilene d ed 
at the family home at 10 o’clock 
Thursday evening December 3rd. 
from typhoid fever. Having 
been sick for about 4 weeks when 
death called her. With the de
ceased during her last moments 
was her husband and other close 
relatives and friends. Her par
ents .Mr. and Mrs. Sam Winter of 
Merkel, sisters .' l̂esdames H. L. 
Propst, .1. J. Russel!, Walker and 
L&ura Winter, brothers Lit.Jinks 
and Hodge Winters.

Surviving the deceased who 
was well known in .Merkel, is a 
husband and tao small children 
Clara and Loyd ages (hree and 
one years respectfully.

.Mrs. Parmelly was born July 
25th, 18S9. Was reared in the 
Merkel country, having as child
hood companions those who are 
now mourning her untimely de* 
parture. A portion of her child
hood days Were spent at Merkel 
while ?he made her home with 
her sister Mrs. H. L. Propst and 
attended the Merkel Public 
Schools. She was married to Le
Roy Parmelly in July of 1910 and 
moved soon afterward to Abilene 
where the home ties remained 
unbroken and the happy union 
blessed by two bright beautiful 
children until death called the 
mother into the great beyond. 
The body was brought here Fri
day afternoon on the Texas à Pa
cific westbound passenger No. 3 
and remained at the residence of 
.Mrs. H. L. Prepst a sister of the 
deceased, until Saturday marn
ât 11 30 when burial was given it 
in Rose Hill Cemetery. Elders 
Price Bankhead and W. G Cy- 
pert conducting the services.

The numerous friends of the 
family are extending the most sin 
cere sympathy to the bereaved 
husband and lovad ones in this 
their greatest moment of sorrow.

Bass 3363 relieves any kind of 
nerve pain sold and guarentssd 
^  your druggist. ^ 2t

Follow  the A rro w s to

BURROUGHS DRUG STORE 
F'or A’our Xmas 

Presents

\
San Angelo S tierlll Here.

M. C. Allen sheriff of Tom 
Green county was in our city 
Monday morning following the 
trail of a supposed horse thief. 
From here Sheriff Allen went to 
Putnam where he located the 
the stolen horse and had inform- 
alien concerning the guilty par
ties.

Card of Thanks.
Words cannot express our ap

preciation to our neighbors and 
friends both of Abilene and 
Merkel for their many of
kindness and for tb«fr tenure' 
sympathies extended lo us dur
ing our sad bereavement in the 
death of our precious wife, 
daughter and sister Gladys Win
ter Parmelly who passed away 
Thursday evening in Abilene. 
While our hearts are so burden
ed with grief there is joy in 
knowing we had true and lov
ing friends who came to us with 
kind words and flowers to light- 

! en our burdens.
May the richest blessings of 

I heaven be with you all.
Le Roy Parmelly.

Sam Winter and family.

Skin Disease Cured
Your Druggist guarantees to return 

your money if Hunt’s Cure fails to 
cure skin disease —Itch, Eczema, Tet
ter, Ringworm and other forms of skin 
trouble. Also fíne for piles, old sores. 
Costs nothing if it fails to cure. Give 
it a trial. adv

CO nO N  COTTON.

Now is thi time to 
your pianos and sewing 
ohints while you can get 
for your cotton. See E. 0. 

Coal..f .od found ¿¡gi, I j r j ;

buy
ma-
10c

Youths use Shotguns Id Duel
Texarkana, Dec. 4.— Geoge 

Smith and Lewis Calloway, 
both 20, fought a duel by agree
ment with shotguns at Dixie Bend 
on Red River yesterday.

Smith was killed. The boys 
quarreled over a young woman 
acquaintance. After getting their 
shotguns they stepped of! the 
regulation distance, wheeled and 
opened fire.

The father and brother of the 
dead youth' are state witnesses in 
the trial of Omer Smith, charged 
with killing a man named Eaton 
in the sume neighborhood. This 
trial started this afternoon, but 

j  was postponed until next week.

oiontn.
W. M. Elliott, C, C 
8. Hamilton, Clerk

#3363 the i;^ .em ed y  for
tor sale bj '

The Magic Washing Stick
“ The Magic Washing stick is the 

finest thing in the world. Cleans cloth- 
es without rubbing-makes the whitest 
clothes 1 ever saw. I cannot do with 

any more. All you say ia true. 
’̂ }oes all you aay and 1 would not give 
for nothing 1 evee used. 
ry lady, will try it .”  writes ifm . % 
Gammill. Ashdown, Ark. This pe- 
iar article ia sold by dniggista, three 
■ticks, for 25c or by mail from A. 
Ricnards Medicine Co.. Sherman, 

xas. adv

 ̂Baas 3363 ooola tha fever. See 
^ur druggist. 2t ^

■'j
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w w Y o u  a M erry  C h r is tm as
And we want to help you pre
pare your Christmas dinner by 
furnishing the groceries. We 
have a full line of Xmas specials

Phone 8-0

TURNER’S SANITARY GROCERY

W e  W ill  Both be H appy—If  
you will allow us to help you 
meet the demand for good 
things to eat for Xmas Holidays 

Phone 8-0

erkel’s f^odel Store

_  ^

\ m m
MRS. W. H. DICKSON, EDITOR

The Twentieth Centrry Club 
met Saturday November 28th 
with Mrs. W.A. Scott. Ten mem- 
b.re present.The Club took up 
eelliDj; red cross seals, the 
money to go to the maintenance 
of the Childrens Hospital at Gal- 
reeton tor bone tuberculosis oas
es. After a pleasant hour »pent 
with Shakespear the hostess serv
ed hot chocolate and cake.

The dance Friday evening at 
the Hall was a very enjoyable 
alTuir. The chaperons were Mr ' 
and Mrs. O. M. Sharp, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. O, .\nder6on, Mr. and, 
Mrs. L. D, Gaither, Mesdames .I.| 
C. Hamm and J. W. Powell. The; 
guests were Mieses Lucile Roberts , 
of Stamford, KIraa Shep- ' 
pard, Ona Hamble'.t, Janie 
Lee and W’ illie Weir, Anr.is Bur* i 
nett, Gail .McCarty, Lena Rob* i 
erts. .Mesers. Parker Sharp,' 
Conna .Adams, W. L. Diltz, 
Luther Grimes, Raymond Touch- 
stone, Jessie Scarborough of 
Cisco, Flnnis and Kmmitt Grimes.

ran

Tbs Home and School League 
met at the school house Friday 
evening December 4th with about 
seventy people present. After a 
short business session a splendid . 
program was rendered. Twenty | 

en members were enrolled | 
Forty two dollars was donated to 
improve tjtfe school grounds and 
a committee appointed to solicit 
funds for some needed improve
ments. A small donation was 
made by Mrs. Robinson to helo 
payion the single desks phe is so 
nobly providing for her room. 
T .  roughout the evening beautiful 
music was furnished by Messrs. 
Burns und Banner which was 
greatly enjoyed by all. The next 
meetinw' will be held on the eve
ning of January 1st. Everyone 
is invitedto attend these meetings 
and kei-p in touch with the 
schools.

Columbia Êrabâiolcis asid
■

G ra p b o p lijo e s ,
$1T Í0 AMd iiSlilR

Fiiniisii eniovniHnl lor ovtiiv inHinbiT cl llie faniily Kith a
C'< )I .Î  \ M m A

Make the 
evening a t 
home enjoy
able for your 
family. Do 

it the
C o 1 u m b i a 

wav

Orr-Jnnes.
The first news of the marriage 

o f Mr. Henry Orr of this place 
and Miss Jessie Jones of Carbon 
reached this city Thursday 
morning when the Texas & Paci
fic train No 5 arrived from the 
east. Mr. and Mrs. Orr stepped 
from the train and announced 
their marriage of the evening 
before at 8 o’clock in Abilene.

Mr Orr at present is in charge 
o f the prescription department 
the Grimes Drug Store and has 
a host of friends here who are 
extending congratulations. The 
Mail joins hands with them and 
wish the bride and groom a joy
ous Christmas and a Happy New 
Year followed by many such oc
casions throughout their wedded 
life.

Price, $7f).00 $7.50 do\vn balance 
$7..50 per month

r o ible dis'< 
records f*o r 

niach'nes 
Prices t>r>c ts 
each a n d  

higher

Price SlMifil $ ■ i.«'tvnur. a mor.th

Price 150.00 $5 UU down and $5. a month

The candy land of Merkel— Buy your niite hero. All kinds of FIRE WORKS tor the boys. Special Christ
mas boxes of Candies for her. O u r  Slogan: Everything we handle is made in America.

1 4 V V  T I i A T  K I N 1 ) =  ...... =

THE ELITE CONFECTIONERY
lizsnaanEucTKsaaa

Util CeatHry OBSShons 
Does the King euggeet Polon* 

ius that he go eve dropping?
¡Hw much time hse elapj 

between the play scene and 
king’s oonfeesiun? IDs til 
eonfeeeton been foreshadonrej 

What motive does the king r| 
veal for his crime? Does he I] 
spire pit> ?

Does Hamlet delay the kiik
A • fe.

except for more afJcquate re 
venge?

Whom does Hamlet believ** b̂ •- 
hind the arra-'?

What has been P l̂oniu*» agen
cy? la his work finished?

Do you understand H an ilet- 
use o f pictures fo r c o m p ar i j (m ?

What reason doee the Gbo**! 
give for his second appearance? 
Is it the real one?

Can the king longer be jo 
doubt as to real of feigned man- 
ness in Hamlet?

How does the queen describe 
the killing and Hamlets condi
tion to the king?

In what regard is Hamlet held 
by the populace. How does this 
complicate the kings problem?

What is t^s kings purpose in 
sending Hamlet away?

le ecene IV extraneous to the 
plot? What does it furnish by 
contrast? Cite instances in 
other plays.

To what does Hamlet dedicate 
himself in the end? In philo- 
eopht and poetry which is the 
superior 'b** Of “ To be
or not to be?”

League Program-
Subject: How much do we love 

Chriel?
Scripture reference: John 21; 

lo:2i.
Leader: Mrs. Wallace.
Song.
P raye r.
Our love for Christ: Mrs. Jen

nings.
What are ^we doing to show 

our love for Christ. Frank Arm
strong.

W'hat does it mean to be a 
Christian? Discussed by all.

Quartette — Wilma, Beulah, 
Jasper, Noel.

Prayer.
Miscellaneous
Benediction.

To My Frieods and tH s lo B ^ n  
I will make another boolf order 

next Monday, 14th. and ai7y one 
wanting sp a 'll books Ipl«**® 

1»  E . M . R u f t .

T h e  members of the 20th Cen
tury Club will meet with Mrs. O. 
W. Williams Saturday afternoon.

sh e r iT fT  sale
The State of Texas, I 

; County of Taylor. I 
; NOTICE IS H EREBY G IVEN  
; That by virtue of an order of sale issu
ed out of the Honorable District Court 

I of Martin county, on the first day of 
December 1914 by H. Hamilton, Clerk 

I of said Court, for the sum of Thirty 
one hundred, skventy-six dollars and 

I seventy-six cenn ($3,176.76) and costs 
j of suit, under sLudgement in favor 
Marie Williaml. M. C. Williams 

j Josephine R o g ^  and R. R. Rogers 1

a certain cau.se in said court No. 418, I 
styled Mane Wdliamsetal.vsJas. Versvp ' 
et a! placed in my bands for service 1,J. i 
T. Dodson as Sheritf of Taylor county, 
Texas ,did, on the 7th d »y of Decem
ber, 1914 levy on certain R-*al Es- 

! tate, situated in Taylor county Texas, , 
'described us follows to.wit:
' All that certaiti portion of the West | 
lone half of section No. 45 of the Blind 
Asylum land in Taylor county, Texas, 
lying South of the Right of Way o f 
The Texas &  Pacific Ry. Co., in Taylor 
County, Texas, containing about 2101 
acres of land and levied upon as the ’ 
property of James Versyp, Mrs. Clara ; 
F, Versyp, John Griffin Versyp, Hollis ■ 
Alexander Versyp, Fannie Versyp! 
Knott and W. L. Knott and that on

I

the first Tuesday in January 1915, the 
same being the tith day of said month 
at the Court House door of Taylor 
county, in the city of Abilene, Texas 
between the hours of 10 a. m. and 4 p. 
m., by virtue of said levy any said 
order of sale 1 will sell the above de
scribed Real Elstate at public vendue, 
for cash, to the highest bidder, as the 
property of said James Versyp Clara F. 
Versyp, John Griffiin Versyp, Hollis I 
Alexander Versyp Fannie Versyp Knott' 
and W . L- Knott.

And in compliance with law, I give  ̂
this notice by publication, in the Eng- i 
liah langusgs, once a week fur three 
consecutive weeks immediately pre- i 
ceeding said day of sale, in the Merkel J 

a newspaper published in Taylor |

Don’t Miss It!
Next Episode No. 4

O F
jp iK ja »

MILLION
DOLLAR 

MYSTERY
ThanhoMoer’s MUlioa Dollar Motion Picture Produettev

E..titled "The Top of the F la t "  
at the

ROYAL THEATRE
Tuesday afternoon and evening 

Next week

■ .a)-'»-- ■
■ M , “ f "  -.••'I"’ . . ' ! , i ' -  ]«

jMail, a ni
Jlpoanty.

.  'Secerobei

«  f  J

Witness my hand, this 7th da) 
lecerober 1914.

T. DODSON
Sheriff, Taylor County, Texas.

Only One "BROMO QUININE'
R t the crnaln«. call for fall same, LAXA-< 

BROMO QUININH. - - -  •
W. GROVK. Cares I 

tad beadeebe.

PIlex Cured In 6 to 14 Days
ias<

INTMHNT
"oar (Iruasitt will refaad moacy ^AXO 

T i . i^  ÉA cur* tav ctec of ftcblae, 
6tol4«b^.Blind. HIcedlaaor Frolrudlae m  

rac Aral ae -Ueatloe ai«c* Km—

Itilt to cure aav raec < 
Mlecint 

aad Scat.

Si'll
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Grimes
Merkel’s

Foremost
Drugstore

No special line of Holiday, goods 
to be shown, but our complete 
stock of JEWELRY will satisfy 
the most fastidious. I f  you con
template the purchase of Jewel
ry as one of your Christmas gifts 
it will pay you to see us and 
make your selections from

stock.
our

OUit Mammoth

Candle

Ì

I

Starts Burning, Saturday, Dec. 
19th at noon.

A FREE guess to Everybody
A  valuable $20.00 prize to the 
one guessing the nearest to the 
time the Candle Burns. Come in 

and let us explain.
IT IS A L L  - - FREE

T . L. GRIMES Druggist

THE NYAL STORE

THe Breezy C om er!
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

For your Children,
Don’t fail to see the special 
Christmas Counter of Dolls

and other Presents.

Miss Ona Stanley
at J. T. Dennis’ Dry Goods Store

GENERAL PROSPERITY
Wears Suits that are neatly cleaned and 

pressed

DO \ OU ?
LADIES’ WORK A SPECIALTY

The Star Store Tailor Shop
C .  l i .  C A S H ,  l * r o | > r U * t o r

SEE LIFE FOR A NICKEL
AN D  A DIME

The place where a little 

gets a lot.

Everybody goes.

THE ROYAL THEATRE

CLEAN CLOTHES
YO U  FEEL BETTER

Let us do your Tailoring work.

Phone us about your laundry. 

Called for and delivered.

Church Bros., in Hooue-Hamllton stand
Representative of Abilene Steam  Laundry

RAVE YOUR PORTRAITS
head the list of desirable Holiday Gifts 

Have your picture made—$2.50 up. 

Kodak finishing. We develop 10c per spool. 

Prints 4c each—post card size 5c etich.

The Universal Studio
O LLIE  C O R D E LL, M g r.

IF IT IS SWEET I«
Everything in the Confectionery L in e- 

pure. wholesome, delicious and not ex

pensive. :: Your friends come here

Hot Drinks of All Kinds

The Elite Confectionery

Auto Users Specialties
Pensylvania Eord Type Auto Caseings 

and Inner Tubes. Gasoline & Auto Oils

Ladies convenient, Supreme Gasoline Sad 

Irons. Absolutely safe, etisy to manipulate

Crenshaw Block
H. M. R O S E

KODAKS
A new and Clasey line of Kodaks and Films. 

Our films fit any make Kodak or Camera.

Let us fill your needs.

Burroughs Drug Store

EI6HT IRE DAYS Follow The Arrows to School opened at Butman last 
Monday week.

There will be singing at Nubia \ 
Sunday afternoon. All are \
cordially envited. I

7REELFEAIÜRE 
M COZY TONIGHT

We are informed by Superin
tendent H. M. Morris of the cityj 
schools that Thursday morning 
Dec. 23rd will see the beginning 
of the holiday vacation for thei 
many Merkel girls and boys. ;

The length of the School Holi- i 
days will be from Thursday I 
morning, Dec. 23 until Thursday 
morning Jan. 1st, 1915.

Compere.
Rain, rain and mud. Cant do any 
thing but rain.

I Health is very good except bad 
< oolds. Mr. Henry Palmer is not 
I  doing so well at this writing.

The wedding bells have been 
I ringing again. Mr. R. Palmer 
land Miss Carrie Shannon were 
' married at Stith Sunday evening 
at five o’ clock.

Mr. and Mrs. McKee of Okla* 
homa who have been visiting 
Mrs. Shannon, the formers sister, 
returned home Monday.

A good many cotton pickers 
have left our community on ac> 
count of so much rain. Frost 
has cut the cotton crop real short 
in this country.

Hubert and Tommie Freeman 
of Trent were in Compere Sun* 
day.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Spurgin 
gave the young people a sooiabie 
Friday night. All present report 
¡a nice time.

BURROUGHS DRUG STORE 
For Your Xmas 

Presents

\  A complete line of Eastman 
iMtiks and supplies at Mrs. E. 
IQ  Rusts.1

Butman.
Recent weater demonstrations 

testify to the truth of the state* 
ment “ When the nights begin to 
lengthen the cold begins to 
strengthen.

Several cotton pickers are 
leaving here for their homes 
back east. Bad weather, ap* 
proacb of Yuletide and distant 
sweethearts are a trio of reasons 
for this.

Rumor has it that WeeleySow. 
ell has about perfected a maceine 
for gathering cotton bolls.

Everybody (and this means 
the girls) come to the box sup
per at Butman School house 
next Saturday night, The pro
ceeds will be used to lift an in
debtedness against an organ.

Mr. and Mrs. H. Matthews 
made a shopping tr.p to Merkel 
Satdaday.

Evidently J. Pluvius has not 
yet Entirely exausted^ bit supply 
of rain water. ||

Advertised Letters.
These can be redeemed upon 

payment of one cent.
Beavers, S. T.
Bell, Miss Van 
Brown, Miss Mollie 
Brooks, C. C.
Calwell, Fred 
Duncan, W. T. (2)
Fulbright, J. T.
Grider, L A.
Houser, E.
Jones, Sam 
Logan, Grace 
Matthews, Texand 
MoEleanor, Ode 
Meeks, Ealy 
Panton, Dr.
Pencell, Burns 
Perat J. C.
Pleasant, Willie 
Roby, W. F.
Sanders, Allen 
Sanders, Raymond 
Spim, L^ney 
Stanley, Arthur 
Smart, Susie 
Smith, Lex 
Snider, T. O.
Smith, John 
Weil, J. P.
Woodwrrd, Effie 
These will be sent to the dead 

letter office December 19th.
H. C. Wiiliame, P. M. 

Merkel, Texas.

Probably no other picture being 
shown at the present is causing 
more comment than the seven 
reei feature showing Annette 
Kellerman, the perfect woman in 
the production of “ Neptune’s 
Daughter.

In main the pictures appeal to 
you more when the scenes of rug
ged rock beaches, sandy beaches 
and aquatic scenes are brought 
out on the serene.

This feature w’as shown in 
Dallas last week at the Hippo
drome Theater for its second ap
pearance within the last do days. 
The demand for the sight of Miss 
Kellerman as Neptune’s Oldest 
Daughter in a highly dramatic 
play has caused it to be shown in 
the cities for the second time. 
The prices for ' the seven reel 
show' will be 15 and 25 cents.

For Eozemi Tetter and Salt Rehum
The intense ..ching characteristic o f 

these ailment* is almost instantly al
layed by Cfepmbarlaina Salve. Many 
severe cases Bsve been cured by iL 
For sale by w  dealers. sdv

Sick Two Years With Indigaation
“ Two years ago 1 was greatly bene 

fited through using twe or three bot
tles o f Chamberlain’s Tablets,’ ’ writes 
Mrs. S. A. Keller. Elidia, Ohio. Be- 
sore taking them 1 was sick two years 
with indigestion.”  Sold by all deal
ers. adv

year
year

For Sale; 6 coming 3 
old mules; one coming 4 
olt’ horse; 4 young bay maree 
and -three brood marea — A, 
CraniK>n, )2 miles northeast 
Merkel,'  * 4t3

B.
of

Before you buy your holiday 
gifts be sure and let Burroughs 
show ypu through their new and 
immenas stock of cut glass. 
Jewelry and silvar ware.

J \

f

m

j

J
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UCH weatder, anfl rnrUt- 
maa but a few daya away. 
The city was properly 
dressed for the occasion. 
Snow covered the streets 
and the steps leading to 
the beautiful homes on the 
boulevard whero every hol
iday wish of the people 

would be gratlfled.
The bright-eyed, thinly-clad boy on 

the steps of one of these beautiful 
homes was not wasting any time in 
envying the rich. He had waited 
there for some minutes for the big au
tomobile he knew was due to arrive 
from^the hospital about that time each 
day.

The big car pulled up beside the 
curb. A big, kindly-faced man stepped 
from it and started up the steps.

“Say, are you the doc7’*
The surgeon paused half-way up the 

steps and glanced at the small bit ol 
humanity balanced on the stone hand 
rail.

"Why, yes, my little man. what can 
1 do for you?" he asked tenderly, as 
be stepped over and put a hand on 
the lad's knee. He was familiar with 
the type of boy who had greeted him, 
and it was a type of boy he liked, a 
fearless, independent, little waif ol 
the streets. In the great hospital, of 
which he was the head, they were his 

'most uncomplaining and appreciative 
patients, even If they were not the 
profitable ones.

"Notbia' fer nieself; it's fer me brud 
dor." The little fellow spoke earnest
ly and looked straight Into the emi
nent surgeon's kindly gray eyes.

"Your brother? Oh, 1 see. Well, 
what's the matter with your brother?"

■'Cripple.'■ The one word, with the 
saddened tone, told the whole story 
to Doctor Harrison, lie knew the rest, 
of the tale from long experience, and 
asked no further (luestions.

"Come in the house, and Ift’s talk It 
over.”

"Say, doc, I don't believe you want 
me to come In. 1 ain't got no money.

"Why, that's just the reaseii I want 
you to come In." the doctor r' pie d 
with a merry twinkle In his eye. and 
ran up the steps closely followed by 
the small urchin. .Vs the door closed 
behind them he seized the youngster 
in a playful bear hug. and lui:d> d him 

in  a heavily upholstered leather chair 
It was such a chair us that boy hud 
seen in the great shop windows, but 
had never thought of sitting in, and 
the warmth of its soft cushions gave 
a pleasant thrill to Lis shivering lit 
tie body.

"What is your name?"
"Tom .McGuire. You know Pat Me 

Ouire that tends bar 
Downey street?"

awnile. Maw’s got two younger'n me 
and Pete. I’m ten and Pete's goin’ on 
nine. Maw works awful hard takln' 
care of the kids and sewin' fer a de
partment store. She says to me one 
time; 'Tom, you look after Pete and 
I’ll take care of the young uns.’ Mawr 
can't hardly get enough to buy 'em 
clothes, so I chip in when btz Is good. 
Say, doc, I read In my papi-s bout 
that kid you fixed up last week, and 
I’ll bet ten cents Pete’s leg's just like 
that. Thinks I, when I read that, Tm  
goin’ to see Doc Harrison and tell him 
'bout Pete.’ Now, doc. on the level, 
how much do you charge for a job like 
that?"

“I received $.1.000 for that opera
tion.’’ There was a merry twinkle In 
the doctor’s eye that was lost on his 
little visitor

"Aw, say, doc, wot yer glvln’ me? 
You didn’t make all that in one day?"

"Yes, In two hours, Tom."
The youngster’s eyes filled with 

tears, and he bit his lip to hold back

**8sr, Pete, you’re goin’ to bare a 
new leg.’’

"What?" the bewildered Pete was 
too intent on selling papers tu bother | 
about new legs.

"A new leg. I say. Doc Harrison, 
what 1 told you 'bout. Is goin’ to make 
one fer you."

"Aw. gw an. Wot yer glvln’ me?"  ̂
grunted the skeptical Pete, Ignoring 
the enthuslaani of the bead of the 
house.

'Vome on, I'll show you”
"Naw, you don't. You don't get me 

losln' what leg I’ve got."
"Honest, Pete. I'ui on the level. The 

doc says he bets he can llx you up 
good as new.”

"N'lxy fer me. Pin fer keepin’ me 
I bum prop. I reads how a doc saws 
off a boy's legs just for fun."

"Aw, Pete, don’t be silly. The doc 
won't hurt ycu”

"Ixm’t you believe it." Pete replied, 
and start»d down the sidewalk to get 
away from ti'inptatlon, Tom knew 
Pete's stolid strength of will, and de
cided on another tack. He felt In his 

' pocket and found sixteen cents. Cuunt- 
' Ing out five pennies, he ran across the 
' stre«‘t, and soon had Dr. Harrison on 
the wire.

I "Hello, this you, doc?— F’ete won’t 
i come— .Vaw, he's afraid you 11 hurl 
him. He’s read how a doc cut off a 

' feller's leg just fer fun.— Send up a 
pape? Sure, but you’ll have to hide 

' yer sign, or he won't never come In.—
' All right. I’ll send him up. Please 
■ don’t hurt him, will you. uoc?—Good- 
by."

Tom ran back to the corner.
I "Hey, I’ete," he called, as soon no 
he was within earshot of the cripple.the sobs. A good leg meant so much 

to Pete, and he would gladly give | jygj „,,, jq hustle a Star up
$i.000 for one for him If that were 
possible, but the doctor might have 
as well asked for the moon in pay
ment for that leg His vision of Pete 
without the hated crutch was fast dis
appearing. hut ho would not let it get 
away entirely.

’TVin’t you never charge no less?” 
the boy managed to a.-k. without giv
ing away to the burst of tears ready 
to flow at his disappoiutmeiit?

"Oh. yes, lnde<‘d: but you askf d me 
how Tü’ith 1 received for an op- ration 
lik>- la.-it Week s, and 1 nev« r per 
fort: d I IK- just like that bef- re. It 
was m : \ u.incult and peculiar. '

Tom slid out of the chair as If to 
TO I ;ui-ss it's all off, doc. I all! t 
in ..tr..r cia.-s."

"Tom, sit down there”  The doc
tor’s tone of command wes üiied witn 
more laughter than sevi-iity. "L i-is  
talk business."

The youngster obeyed, watching the 
en,.nent surgeon with u puz/lt-d look, 
uncertain wheth*r the great man was 
r-ally going to make a eonc;--siou or 
upbraid him for taking his time Faint 
'.hough It was. a new- hui»- spiang up 
in the small hr* ast. Pussib;.\ the;e 
might be some I» nils of pavim-iit that 
be could meet as he grew older and 
could tarn more th.ui the ft-w pt ni. 
that meant the duy^ profits o:i his 
paper sales.

' Tom." the doctor tentipu d. "I 
kuov Pete."

' Yc -.1 know Pete?" Tom gu-; 1 in 
amazement.

' Yes, 1 have seen him d- wn by the 
down In Hast ' foiin’ain at the square. Ycu know we 

I n>ecial"»fs always k*'< p our *\es open

to 345 West Alden avenue. Get on a 
i Prince street car, an«! hurry up. Here's 
a dime fer carfare ”

"Th* re ain’t no profit In that," Pete 
I grunted, "go yerstlf au' save the 
dime.”

"Ikj as yer told. I'm I-cfs o' this 
coi'tu-;- ' the ycut’.g linancic.' itt.irt-u, 

; Fhoving Pete tow.nrd a car ns last
’ tl'.e O' .j I-l - C Uld

".■■’l:i't str--t at.d 
■ !. ( h e  shlMII* ll

, on th-;- car plati r;. 
For the fir-t 

vt r f. Harri.-;( n 
: I'.s ‘ - rrii'iilo .-;ru. 
, u.;d ■ aiiT ill* bt 11 
! 11 r»* s yer p ip' ,'

V
h

.1 up

he saut
::o i toll*' 

■!', when
t.-r-o 
edii 
(h 'ir.

t’.-'per'’" a-keil t';n 
Ignorance. S'* p ;;i 
i'll sei if it b' lollT- 

I’eti- Sti 1 I --d inside

hold ing oi l

r *f a'
h-;r  -t
li F.t̂

' tvuwo

;ii a m d 
till- f:r.-'

the niaiil op-'i.i-d th

girl, t f  u'iit'-- 
a ; i : . ; . u  

h-r* '
e.nd too'g <iT Ills

cap. The girl disapicarid, but return 
«■d trescntly. and point'd to an i'p<n 
door down th^ hall P •’ hebb'-ed in

*‘Ye—ei,” Pete whlsperetj, toO
rrar 1 to realize whether he wai say- 
ins "yc-s ” or no."

"Now, Pete, take a good look at 
me," the doctor continued as he aVoae 
Iront his t'lair and stood In the mid
dle of the room for the cripple’s In- 
spejtlon "I ’ln not really such an aw
ful man. am I, Pete’’ ”

"N —II—o—o," Pete answered, more 
because the surgeon’s tone needed a 
negative reply than because he knew 
V. hat he was saying.

"Pete, 1 like Utile buys," the doctor 
went on, ignoring the lad’s terrified 
expression. "And 1 kind of think 
some of them like me. Do you thluk 
you could?"

"Ma—a—aybe," the young ter was 
doing his best to be brave.

The doctor glanced at the open door 
and nodded to the maid.

"Tom McGuire is out at the door 
and wants to see you." she sa.d.

"Send him In. ' th»- surgecn an
swered heartily. "Well, 1 never. Hel
lo, Tom!"

"Hello, doc! Done anything to 
Pete’s leg?"

"Why, no, we haven’t mentioned 
leg,3. Have we, Pete?"

"Not yet," eaid Pete, with a feeling 
that sonieihing was still to come.

"Say, doc. look at It now. will you?" 
Tom exclalm-.-d »'iicrgetlcally and be
gan to take off his brother's shoe.

"Hold on a minute, Tom; this Isn’t 
the place to examine legs, and besides, 
1 never make an examination without 
the owner's conseni.’’

"Tell the doc you want to have yer 
leg looked at," Tom commanded in a 
lone that bore authority.

Ilefore Pete could answer, the doc
tor had Interposed a good natured ob
jection.

"You keep out of this, Tom. This 
Is Pete's leg. and he shall have the 
whole say about what Is done to that 
leg ’’

This announcement was a revelation 
to Pete, who had had visions of being 
bound and gagsed while the doctor at
tacked his hg  with a common hand
saw.

' Is that strairh '?” he asked. Icok- 
Ing U|i dub. 'U'ly Into the surgeoi.'s 
faC".

" A b s o l u t - t h  Joc'w i-vrlalm' d. 
"I wen t ti .. il a i.nser to thui Ic^ till 
y»>u giv ■ :nc yi ur ; < !i.s. ;.t. "

"Till r- 1 V hat'd I t- 11 yi u." Tom 
broke in. uiit 'he doc'or !'ro \!-", at 
h;:n to k»-, p quii t. Th- ' ves >f ‘ 'h 
Torn and the s'arg- .'ii ' ■re no'v -jU 
I'ctC

11 1’ » o s ' "  'Til- Ci'ipt.lc
F< "ti l'd about to > i‘ ld but .>ai,teU one 
in; ft- (d'stai I" ' !e.»ri-d a ’ ,iy.

"N»-v* r mind the cost, Tom and 1 
l.ave ariang' 1 that bet-.w-.-n us '

The h ok o*' appreciation and grati
tude t!iut the crlpi-l'* brother gave

calling, but be only pulled the bed
clothes over hit head and p-etended 
not to hear. He would not for the 
world let maw know that he would 
cry, he who was hupposed to hear the 
burden of the family on hit shoul- 
dert.

"Tom! Tom! Tom!" come the call 
again, "here’s a le'Acr for you."

A letter for Tom? Such an event 
had come into his Ilfo only twice, 
once when the fresh air society of
fered him a week in the country which 
he could not afford to take, and a let
ter from the license bureau with hla 
newsboy badge. The dry side of the

hit bare toe that It almost made him
htwi. A little thing like that wtt not 
allowed to briink up the celebration to 
ho grasped hit motb»‘r's handi, and 
swung her nround ni.d around la a  
"ring around a rosy" until the poor 
woman hardly knew/ whether It wa» 
Christmas or Fcinth cf J'.ily.

"Ain’t this a gtai d Chrlnlmat?" ho 
shouted. "Ain't the dc»c bully? Ain’t 
Peter the luckiest feller In the whole 
world?"

"Yes, yes, yes.” groaned Mrs. Mc
Guire, trying her best to regain her 
breath and baluiicu. "O, It’s—too— 
good—to be true!"

I “No, 1 don’t believe 1 do."
"Well, he's me uncle, and he says 

>ca set his leg, time of the big rail 
: road E;n9sb-(ip at Hanover."
I "Yes, I rememher going out to Haii- 
■ over with a lot of other doctors at the 

time of the accident; but that was ten 
years ago”

I “That don't make any difference to 
' I'ncle Pat. He never forgets favors 

Guess he ain’t had many in his Hfe."
"Did your I'ncle Put send you to see 

me?" asked the surgeon.
"Naw, but it's because what he told 

me bout you made me think it might 
be all right to come and see 'bout 
Pete’s l»g."

"Where is your brother, Thomas?"
"Aw, don’t call me that. 1 ain’t 

Thomas. I'm just Tom. Kaggy Tom 
they call me 'rcuiul the square. I sells 
pap -s on the so’Jtliwest corner of the 
square. Husiness ain't so bad this 
time o’ year, and I’m breakin’ In 
Pete.”

"He ran walk, then, can he?" The 
physician had seated himself close to 
bis small caller, and was giving his 
•whole attention to the case In band. 
“Tell me more about Pete."

"Pete was born that way. Doctor 
said one leg wasn’t no good and never 
was goin’ to be, so when Pete got big 
«nough, I saved me pennies and 
bought him a crutch, and after 'while 
he got so’s he could use It. Then I 
took him down to the corner and he 
belped me sell papes in rush hours. 
He likes to be doin’ sonthin’, but he 
ffets awful tired boldin’ the papes and 
itasgln’ on to his crutch.”

"Does he stay there all day?"
"Naw, not all the time. Business 

ain't nishln’ only mornin’s and 
nights, snd Pete stays home part of 
the time. On cold days he gits shivery 
'cause he can’t get 'round very fast 
ao’s to keep himself warm."

"Is there sny news stand on that 
comer?" the doctor asked, becoming 
atm more interested.

"Naw, we dassen’t put one up. Billy 
Hahn, he’s the feller what bad that 
comer before me, he tried to get 
leave to put up a stand alongside of 
the fountain where there’s plenty of 
room, but the aldermen turned him 
down. He didn’t have no pull, avd I 
s Ib ’1. got none neither. Mo and Pete
was up on the northeast comer, and , office.

lor anything In our line, so I have 
notic»'d him s*-vcral limes as I passt d 
the corner. Of course. I can't Fay pi>.-;i- 
livfly but I think au »»peratlon will 
give Pi-tf two 1» gs insti ail of one. 
Now, how much can you afford to pay 
for such an opfratioii?'’

The your.gstcr’s »-yes shone like 
two live coals. i?o the doctor kni-w 
Pete, and thought he could cure him! 
W as It a »Ireain? Tom pincheil him
self to make sure It was all real. Yes. 
h' was •■■.•..il.e all right. How much 
could he ¡'.'lord? He felt he could af
ford at.ylhing to give Pite a iii-w leg, 
hut how little tliJt was compared with 
what th" doctor wcuU expect! Both 
sat In rili-ncc for ; V' r a minute. The 
sur.gi'Oti k-.i-w what v.as going on In 
the ycunj 'er's i,*.;i il, h.;t '.hougl'.t best 
to let him conic to hij o'.vn conclusicn. 
The boy fuinhli-d -his cap nervously 
while he coiibidi T"d the great q'J"8- 
tlon, and at li r.gtii locked up tuddinly 
into tlie surgeon's (ace. There was no 
doubt or uncertainty in his face or 
tone as he atinuuiiced his decision.

"Dec, the cnly thing I 'v e  got In the 
world is me corner down by the foun
tain, where me and Pete sells papers. 
I can’t give you all that, for I wouldn’t 
have nuthin' for me and Pete to live 
on and to help maw with the kids. I’ll 
tell you what I'll do, doc. I'll let you 
have half o’ that corner. You can hire 
a kid to sell papes fer you and have 
some dough left, but you won't make 
no $3,000 In kingdom come."

The doctor knit his brows and Tom 
Imagined he could see a quick refusal 
}f  his proposition, but the kindly gleam 
;;ame back into the doctor’s eye and 
Tom began to hope again as the doc
tor pondered over the proposition for 
a moment. Then the doctor said:

“All right, Tom; 111 accept that 
proposition, and we’ll draw up the 
agreemeut right now. Let’s see, this 
is December eighteenth. We ll start 
the new arrangement beginning with 
January first.”

In the course of a quarter of an 
hour the paper was duly prepared and 
signed and wttneased, and Tom saw 
the doctor file It carefully In the strong 
box in hla safe. With a hearty hand
shake, the Burgeon bade adieu to hla 
ten-year-old man of affairs, and turn
ed to a patient waiting in the outer

f h e  Physician Had Seated Himself Close to Hit Small Caller, and Was Giv
ing His Whole Attention to the Casa in Hand.

•when Billy got wet feet and p;aeumonla 
and died, we come down ¿o bis cor
ner."

"Tom. are your father a 
living ?"

"Maw is. I dunno much 
He ain’t no good. Uncle 
sees bini bangin’ round

mother

t paw. 
saya be

once In

Tom McGuire had known all too llt- 
i tie of happlneaa In hla hard ten years. 
1 but this was aurely th|k climax of bis 
' earthly bliaa. A ne 
Could anything be fin 
of the way back to 
nearly knocked the 
eagemesa ^  tell the

leg for Pete! 
! He ran moat 
e square, and 
le over in hla

MWO.

; the direction pointed, and entered the 
I doctor's outer office.
¡ "Sil down a minute." came a pleas- 
i ant voice from somewhere, and Pete 
I crawled up Into one of the large 
chairs. The next few minutes were 
about the busiest the cripple had ever 
known. Pictures, statuary, books, fur
niture— never In his short life had he 
seen eu^h an array. How could he 
possibly remember all to tell Tom? 
Before the survey was half finished, 
however, a tall man with a kindly 
face stood before him and held out bis 
hand for the paper. Pete banded him 
the Star and arose to go.

"Hold on a minute, bow much do 1 
owe you?”

"Two cents."
"Two cents?" the doctor shouted, so 

loud that Pete feared be bad over
charged him, "Didn’t you pay carfare 
to get here?”

’’Yes, Tom paid that” Pete smiled 
with relief.

■Tom? Who’s Tom?”
"He’s me big brudder.” This time 

the smile bespoke pride and thank
fulness.

"Likely sort of chap?"
"Yes, sir; Tom's all right." Theamlle 

was wider than ever.
“Do you know who I am?” the doc

tor asked In his kindliest tone, plac
ing hla band on the boy’s shoulder.

"No."
"I am Dr. Harrison." The amlle dis

appeared and the boy began to trem
ble at mention of the awful lóame. 
"Posalhly you have heard of

‘ Aw, G'wati, Wot 'Ver Givin’ Me?" Grunted the Skeptical Pete.
y .

Tom at that moment would have re
paid any Facriftce—yes, even the whobi 
of the corner paper privilege. Pete's 
eyes glistened with teardrops as he 
turned to the doctor.

"Go ahead, doc. Do anything you 
want, only don't hurt me too much. 
Say, ain’t Tom all right?"

"You bet he Is," the doctor replied, 
and motioned the cripple to the iunei 
office.

• • • • • • •
Tom was busy as be could be oc 

Christmas eve and it was well after 
midnight when he crawled into his lit 
tie bed. tired and lonely, for Pete bat 
gone to the hospital three days be 
fore. He knew aw'ay down deep in hi» 
heart that it would do no good to hang 
up hla stocking, but hope dies bare 
in the young and the stocking wat 
pinned to the side of the chair.

The sun bad shone for an hour oi 
more when Tom awoke and realizet 
that it was Christmas day. He hardly 
dared to glance at the stocking but 
summoned up courage and locked at 
the chair where It hung. The stock
ing was empty. Tom reached over 
and felt it to make sure and then 
crawled back under the bedclothes. 
For the first time in his life the rough
ness of the world had overcome him 
and. in spite of all the strength he 
could muster, the great hot teara  ̂
crowded Into his eyes and flowed dowi 
bis cheeks. He burled his face In thi 
pillow and cried a great big soulCgl 
cry.

"Tom! Tom P It was his moflSar

riliow served as handkerchief and tow
el, .Hid, holding Ii;f hoad low to hid'- 
hl.s red i-yr.-i, h * ran Into the ne.xt 
room.

"John J. Swct-ncy." he read on the 
rorii'-r of the i ¡iveiope ' why. he's the 
ald'-rrnan from this tiistrict." Finders 
V'-re all thumbs trying to pet that h t- 
tir oi'.-n aiiil part of it w.i.s torn be
fore th • envelope would give i:p its 
Fi ejet. Th" note was short and t\pe- 
V. ritten but il took Tom nearly five 
minutes to read It aloud. Kach word 
S"em* d to h.av: taken a new meau.ng 
to tilt' abtonished boy.

"Mr. Thomas McGuire, IIS Vt'illow St..
City.

V  ar Sir:
1 havt* 'ho honor to Inform you that 

the application of .McGuire and Har
rison tor a tiewB stand adjoining the 
founta'ii on the southwest corner o: 
the square ha: b* ■ ii granted and pos- 
siFibiii may b" tal.'-a at once. I'c- 
lieie m<', Yours very truly,

'.rnUN 1. S'.VKBNFY.
".■Mderman l7th District."

"Great Jewhilikens," Tom s’uouted, 
and his mother, too. made Foine sort 
of an extlaination that was drowned 
in the r.acket of the two sniaiier .'!c 
Guir-8. who felt calleil upon to add 
to the pener.al din.I *

I ".Me and the doc's poln' to have a ri'al 
news stand right where 1 waul' d It. 
Don't I wish Pete was home to hear 
th" pood news! What do yoi think 
o' that, maw? A preat big news stand 
tight at the fountain where we can 
sell ten times more pnpes! Ain't that 
a bully I'Lristnia« pri .-"ut? Say, ma-v, 
the dec's u brick and don't you lorget

i
'''■Veil, hurry up and pet dresM-d or 

' you wou't have much Christmas Day 
left.”

Tom vaulted cli-air and cradle on his 
way h'ack to tin- bedroc.ii and slainniod 

, his tear soaked iiillov into a corn' r 
of th» room ; an expression of his 
feelings toward tears.

'■.V real new,-; stand. A great b'g 
.-'land alUto ours 'Ives. I can see ju.-;t 

. how it's goin’ to look. Gee! am t that 
grand!"

liui greater news was on the way 
I and before he had pulled on the empty 
I stocking lie he.nrd a noise In the other 
¡room and pi i ;> .1 out. There was a 
j  'oig man In a fur overcoat at the door 
I with another letter and he was i.ot the 
postman either.

"Tom, here's another one for you.’’ 
The summons was needless for Tom 
was already at his mother's side and 
had seized the white env»-lop»>.

“James B. Harrison, M. D.," he read. 
"That’s about Pete. Jimminy Christ
mas! Say, maw, you open It. My 
hands is all shaky."
. Mrs. McGuire could not make much 
better headway opening the envelope 
than Tom, but she managed to pull 
out the letter and Tom began to read 
laboriously.

"Mr. Thomas McGuire, 148 Willow St. 
Dear Tom:

Merry Christmas from Pete and the 
doc. Hurrah for Pete! The operation 
was a great success. Pete will be run
ning around without a crutch long be
fore next Christmas. Come around to 
the hospital at four o’clock. Sincerely 
your friend.

"JAMES B. HARRISON.”
"P  8.— By the way, Tom, I don’t 

lleve I shall have time to take care 
of my half of that newspaper privilege 
at the corner, so I return herewith the 
agreement cancelled.» Leave a paper 
at my house every night while Pete Is 
in the hospital and we will call it 
aquarei J. B. H.”

"Three cheers fer Pete," Tom yell»d. 
and gave the table sucti a  kick wiUi

'W dl, it is true, fer I knew the doc 
wcuMn't icol i.'». Ain’t he the grand- 
i-st ever?"

"Tnta you 11 never w; '■eady to go to 
the hospital by four o'clock If you 
don't pet dressed."

Tom riifchi-d into the bedroom and 
c.tine back with the empty stocking 
th.-.t hnd hung ot the chair.

Say I'll ; hut my eyes, and you
stick them two letters in me stocking 
and Ml pri-tend I found ’em there. 
Ain t this a bee-ootiful Christmas?” 

(Coj-yrIgM. by \V. <}. i '"ipman.) (
WORLD'S MOST SACRED SPOT

Manger In Church of the Nativity at 
Bethlehem Where Christ Is Said 

to Have Been Born.

What may pt-rhaps b< described as 
th»' mc;.t sacred a pat on earth is the 
grotto or niangtr in the Church of ^  
the Nativity at Bethlihem. This 
small un;l'’rground chamber, reached 
from the church above by a flight of 
sti'1'3, 1< said to be tile site of thaw 
actual manger whi re Christ was b'.'m. 
and a sllvtr star, let into the floor 
tinderneath the altar. Is alleged to be 
the »'xact spot of the Nativity. Above 
the star hang fifteen lamps, which 
have continually illuminated the lit
tle chapel for several hundred years.

The altar Is .adorned with most 
elaborate embreideries. the work of 
royal princesses, while from the cell- 
liiR hang a number of brass lamps 
and a few paintings. There has, o i' 
course, been no little controversy as 
to -whether this Is the actual site of 
the original m.anrer. To begin with, 
it Is tindergroun'l. and many people 
wonder how It cculd iii've been U8e<1 
by c.-ittl ' .yrd hor‘"».s. Here, howe'
■we have to rrn.rt.'.ber that In 
Fast donkeys nn'l mules often c 
In undefground stables, and the 
case would present no difflctilly 
the agile native cattle of PalestiL 

I No less an authority than Colont 
Cornier has declared that "the rud 
grotto with Its mckv manger may be 
acc»pted even by the most skeptical 
of modern explorers "

Geergle’s Threat.
Little Georgle Prim had rejoined 

the Sunday school, as was his annual 
custom, just two weeks before 
Christmas.

• I'm glad to see you here again," 
said the superintendent.

"NVell, believe me." said llttl'» 
George, "You've pot to do better by 
me that) you did last Christmas or PH 
go to the Pres'Lytenan church next 
time.”

Friendly Advice.
"Yes.” said the Fairy Pilnce, "yoa 

may have whatever you want for a 
Christmas present."

"I will choose," said the Fortunate 
Person, “either a wife or an automo
bile”

“How foolish!" exclaimed the Fairy 
Prince. "Why do you not select 
something that you can manage?

Maid and Mlatletos.
According to Archbishop Narea, th* 

maid who was not kissed under mis
tletoe at Christmas would not be ma»* 
rled In that year. The mlstlet 
speedily invaded the drawing nx 
without, however, reducing the q t\  
tlty of kissing in the kitchen. \

Two In One.
“What a lucky fellow Blisa ia." 
"How 80?"
“His fiancee’s birthday come« oa 

Christ maa."

\
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