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J. P. Sharp k Co.
I culated to make the modern,, 
twentieth century man feel com
fortable and pridefied. They 

i make him swell with contentment! 
! and complacency.—Clarksville! 
j Times. !

Refteotions on Marriage.

G eneral
M erch an d ise  S*

If you want to save money, 
we are the people to hunt up. 
Don’t forget this, please.

WHERE, OH WHERE?

The Whenoenesa and the 
nest of the Then and the

Hence-
Now’.

W h e r e : Where is the thrifty
old woman of the happy usedto 
who kept an ash hopper and 
scorned boughtened soaps?
Where is the grizzled farmer of 
the ancient regime who ragarded 
his home acres with paternal af
fection and coaxed them to yield 
him support in bountei>us plen- 
titude? Where is the dignified i swinging school teacher who

And UMTdfore Hball a man leave bla father and i 
hit mother and Bhali cleave unto bla wife; and 
they itball be one fletb.—Uen. 2;2t. ;

I
The marriage relation is of 

divine origin and is the most sa
cred of all divine institutions, j 
for upon its sanctity depends the ! 
home, the church and the state. | 
Many enter upon it thoughtlessly, j 
almost flippantly and in the ex- ' 

j perience of the after years this j 
flippancy ripens into sorrow. |

I There are very few boys or girls | 
under 21 years who have reached | 
the stage of life where sober ; 
reason and mature reflection co n -, 
trol their flighty fancies, and, 
they are incapable of making a 
choice of a lifetime. Again, no i 
marriage should occur until the! 
contracting parties have known 
each other intimately for at least 
a year; until there has l>een am- 

I pie opportunity to test the con- 
I geniality of the two in disposition 
: and general character. No 
1 young lady should agree to mar-1 
' ry a man who is objectionable to I 
her parents, no matter how strong 
her infatuation, for it should be

brow and hi8 courtly manner was
very entertaining, but there’s no, „.p^ye ,.f

! judging than, she and are only 
interested in prt)moting he.' hap
piness. The tendency of the

MONEY!
is saved by

BUYING 
THE 
BEST

W e sell the Farrand Or- 
^ gans, Mason & Hamlin, and 
^ others. Also a fine line of
♦ Pianos, nice line of Violins, 
t  Guitars, Mandolins; strings of 
^ all kinds.

♦ Basham, Shepherd & Co. X

hours [use spending hours and 
poring over books and getting 
up an address to the jury when a 
fev. words with the principal wit
ness will settle the case and save 
thee ourt's valuble time. The 
wisdomatic pill roller of the dawm 
days served his time and did his 
duty, but goodness knows he 
wasted a power of physic in dos
ing every ill that human flesh 
was suspected of. The limb-

attorney of yesterhence who de
pended much on the justness of 
the law' and little on the thimbl- 
ing of witnesses and jury hyp
notism? Where is ye antiquated 
medical practitioner who rolled 
his own pills and killed or cured 
at one visit? Where is the mus
cular schoolmaster of the fadeful 
past who taught and fought ten 
hours a day and graduated schol
ars who could spell? Where is 
the forceful journalist of the 
long-gone w’ho took sides, on 
every question, wl)OBe'^adjectives 
wore bark, and ^rho carried a 
chip on his sh9^der every day 
of his life? ✓ Where, a thousand 
times where, is the pre-now 
preacher who answered the right 
call and who believed all of the 
Bible all of the time, w’ho preach
ed the book as he understood it, 
w'ho had the nerve to preach that 
the gospel w as free, who recogniz
ed no authority between him and 
the Lord, and who talked of mon
ey matters privately with his 
members, w'ho kept the house of 
God sacred to Christian services, 
who knew' little of the ways of 
the world and who never drum
med for a publishing house? 
Gone.

Even so. Things are different 
now and—we daresay—better. 
The ash hopper has fallen into 
decay because the grocery store 
is so convenient. The self-sus
taining farmer was g(xxl, but the 
broad-acre man of today can buy 
more in a minute than the old 

.man can pay for in a year. 
The old lawyer with his high

V

thought the fondation of educa
tion must l>e laid in the primary 
branches would feel silly w'ere he 
brought into a modern school 
room and shown little children 
learning to read w'ithout know
ing the alphal>et and big boys and 
girls doing stunts in geometry 
before they passed baker in the 
spelling book. The dead and 
gone editors who made the sparks 
fly every Friday thought a lot of 
themselyep, but the up-to-now 
neW'Spaper man with ten pages 
of live ads and two whirring job 
presses is doing something really 
worth while. And then the old 
preacher. The poverty-sticken 
old itinerant who never saw the 
inside of a seminary couldn’t 
possibly have a message of inter
est to the modern men and wom
en who read for themselves and 
have little patience with those 
who would bind one down to a 
hard and set rule of life such as 
their forefathers were scared in
to. Besides, the modern church 
is a great organization with many 
costly irons in the fire. It has to 
have money. The missionary 
can not be expected to peddle 
hymnbooks for a living. He 
must have an establishment and 
command the respect of the na
tives, give them something to 
w'onder at and cure their soreeyes. 
Then there is a lot of educating 
to do. The universities must be 
kept going with a full head of 
steam or the supply of preachers 
will run out and the heathens 
will have to hustle for their own 
souls. These reflections are cal-

average novel is to fill the young 
mind with notions of romantic 
elopements that are fallacious 
of swift devotion and the grant
ing of liberties that are prejudi- 
cal to the marriage relation and 
altogether hurtful. No young 
lady should permit a young man 
to touch her lips or put his arms 
an>und her waist even after en
gagement; it is dangerous in the 
first place, and in the next such 
familiarity will breed contempt 
that will spurn matrimony. Give 
your lover to understand that 
such liberties are reserved for 
post-nuptial seances only and if 
he would have them he must first 
have the law’s consent. As a 
rule, no young man will marry a 
girl whom he can hug and kiss at 
will; and as a rule a girl is not 
yorth having that will penr.ic it.

Love is a growth, not a whim; 
it comes from association and 
knowledge and not from infatu
ation. The real love that will 
stand the test of misfortune and 
sickness, and the trials that come 
like wolves into the home to rend 
and ruin it, is not born of a look 
and a nod, but grows and ma
tures with association.—Coman
che Chief.
The Confederate Monument 

Austin.
at

The monument proper is exe
cuted in the celebrated Teich 
granite, which is quarried at 
Llano, Texas, and is a beautiful 
gray, many call it Confederate 
gray. It stands at the capitol 
grounds, not far from the en
trance and almost at the head of 
Congrers avenue. The first step 
is 27 feet square. It has three 
steps. The first base is 18 feet 
square and has in raised letters 
the words, **Erected by Surviv
ing Comrades,” with th ^ "ia l of 
the Confederacy in G^^ enter. 
The die or middie^ l̂Vabie ® 
large panel on wp sides.

which are heavily moulded and 
projecting pilasters from the 
corners. The panels are of huge 
dimensions, being 9x5 feet.

The front panel has in large, 
raised letters the following in
scription :

“ Died for State rights guaran
teed under the Constitution. The 
people of the South, animated by 
the spirit of 1776, to preserve 
their rights, withdrew from the 
Federal compact in 1861. The 
North resorted to coercion. The 
South, against overwhelming 
numbers and resources, fought 
until exhausted. During the 
w’ar there were 2,257 engage
ments. In 1,882 of these at least 
one regiment took part. Number 
of men enlisted: Confederate
army, 600,000; Federal armies, 
2,853,132. L o s s e s  from all 
causes: Confederate, 477,2.‘32;
Federal, 482,700.

The other three panels give the 
dates of the most important land 
and naval battles. Above the 
cornice are four separate pedes
tals which are surmounted by 
highly and artistically executed 
figures, representing the four 
arms of the service, in bronze. 
One is infantry, cavalry, navy 
and artillery. In the center the 
monument rises higher and forms 
a large pedestal for the statue of 
.Jefferson Davis, which is also 
made of bronze. On this pedestal 
are four panels giving the names 
of States and dates when they 
seceded from the Union.

The total cost of the monument 
is about S23,000.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.
A reporter dropped into the 

Watson A Bacon store yesterday 
and found all hands as busy as 
bees. Among the satisfied cus
tomers who were going out laden 
with goods we noticed one of 
Hylton’s prosperous farmers, a 
peep at his bill showing us that 
he had deposited $60 with the 
firm for dry goods alone, and 
from the pleased expression on 
his face we judged that he was 
well pleased with his purchases.

This popular firm has been in 
business here only a few' months, 
but each consecutive month’s 
business shows an increase over 
that of the preceding month. The 
secret of their success lies in the 
fact that they do not run a Nine
teenth <‘entury store and ask the 
patroftage of Tw'entieth century 
people, but are right up to the 
minute-, in methods and prices. 
Theirs is**?! strictly spot cash 
house, and by both buying and 
selling for cash they are enabled 
to make very close prices.

Everything seasonable that thei 
markets can supply may be 
found in their store. Better still, 
they are courteous, vigforous, 
pushing business men—a firm of 
long years standing, progressive 
in their methods and scrupu
lously fair in all their dealings. 
Long years of experience has 
taught them that the only strictly 
fair business methods—fair alike 
to themselves and their custom
ers—is to sell to all alike—one 
price, spot cash. Therefore they 
long since adopteil this plan, and 
by shaving the profits to a mere 
frazzle of what credit houses are 
compelled to demand, the people 
realize that they are investing in 
a savings bank when they do 
their trading at this busy mart. 
Maximum Quality and Minimum 
Price is the motto of this store. 
Progressive methods is the key
note. Absolute fairness is vouch
safed each individual customer. 
And the people have come to re
alize that it is well named—‘‘the 
peoples’ popular trading place.”

This firm has a Special Bargain 
Sale in full blast for a few days, 
and they are making some very 
attractive prices on new and sea
sonable merchandise, and the 
trade must be finding it out from 
the amount of packages we see 
going from the store. One thing 
we noted especially about this 
house was that they handle a 
good quality of goods and always 
do just what they advertise.

See The Mail for all kinds of 
job work at living prices.

'■ à
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The Merkel Mail.
ED J. LEEMAN, PUBLI8HCR.

Published Every Thursday.

TELEPHONE NUM BERS:
Offlct*
Resldonc«»

31
37

If you know of any new» Item, we will conald- 
er It a special faror If you will report same o 
this office, either by person, letter or orer the 
'phone to either of the shore numbers.

The merchant who advertises 
not only helps the newspapr, but 
he helps himself, he helps his 
customers and he helps the town. 
So the pnifit from advertising is 
everylxidy’s p r o fi t , besides 
the atlvertiser’s e s p e c i a l  
profit.

A certain young man not a 
thousand miles from Cornell 
who wnite a young lady asking 
her hand in marriage, was sur
prised not to receive an answ’er 
by return mail, and a second 
letter to his adored one brought 
back the pertinent reply that he 
did not enclose stamp for a reply, 
and business is business.— Hx.

League Program for April 26.
Leader—Will Cam)>bell.
Subject—Our Cities for Christ.
Lesson—Luke 19:41-44.
References — Matt. 11:23-24; 

Acts 1(5:9-15; Luke 13:33-35, Ac.
Importance of the City— Eva 

Williams.
Perils of the City—ArthurRose 

' How’ to Save the City—Ollie 
Martin.

Church Sociality.

A DOZEN PLANTINGS.
TW O HARVESTS.

I There are a dozen months in whic deposits 
may be planted* There are two seasons of 
harvest(at your pleasure and when need calls) 
The latter is often the most highly appreciat
ed* Plant your seed with this bank and be 
prepared for all emergencies*

W a rn ick ’s B a n K .^
stopping to speak to any one. 
By so doing we are not making 
church surroundings as bright

A Pretty Home Wedding.
One of the prettiest home wed-

sins?
Does he run trains over one, a 

street car over another, and a 
frightened horse over another? 
Does he let the baby take the 
croup, and then keep the doctor' 
from curing it, that he may work | 
out an all wise providence? When 
an assassin kills or a murderer 
slays, are we to hang the bloody 
handed criminal and then take 
comfort in the thought that the 
victim was “ removed” by an all 
wise providence?

Where do people get such 
ideas? Surely not from the Bible 
for that good botik teaches no 
such nonsense, ceartainly not 
from .science, for science tells us 
how death is superinduced. 
Certainly not from reason, for 
reason cannot accept such a 
theory—it is just a common error;dings of the season was that of

and pleasant as they should be; i Mr. .1. P. C. Hunt and Miss Mat-  ̂ rooted superstition ; along- 
and we can not influence friends j tie Comegys which took place at cherished, foolish delusion. It 
in the paths of duty. ¡the home of the bride’s parents rio foundation in fact, in rev-
. Let us cease to be careless, j ¡n this city last night. No invi- olution or in reason. It is unfair 

thoughtless and indifferent in our tations were issued, and only the ^  providence, unjust to the Bible ! T o n S O H a l

Our gooBS a r e  
positively air NEW 
goods, and after 
studying 2 weeks 
in the best western 
market can assure 
our customers they 
are strictly up-to- 
date. Being an ex
clusive millinery 
house, we appreci
ate the patronage 
of the people of the 
town and country.

Mrs. HOOPLE,

M . J .
assot'iations 
learn to be 
pleasant—especially at church.

with others a n d ,  near relatives and a few special 
social, friendly and friends of the family were pres

ent.
r^rumptly at the given hour, 

and in jierfect time U> the strains 
of the w’edding march, skillfully 
executed by Miss Lillian .Julian, 

young couple entered the

and cruel U> the conscience and 
faith of the bereaved.

God does not kill 1 Neither by 
the flashing lightning, the whirl
ing wind, the soaring water, or 
the relentless storm. God does 
not kill with poison, pestilence, 
plague, famine or flame; God 
does not kill with disease or dis-

P A T E ,
Artist

Cranium
First class barber work 

anteed. Give me a trial.

I Written by .Mrn. U. E. Erans for the l.adle»' 
MlMulonary Society of the Baptist church, and 
publlhhed by request.

We do not place a pmper value 
upon church sociality. “ No one 
liveth to himself; no one dieth to 
himself.” Our w'ords, our ac
tions, our meeting with others 
will have potent influence upon 
some—possibly upon many. We 
will have influence, we will bear 
fruit, and how neces'' ¿y that it 
be good.

Much can be added to our use
fulness ana our power as Chris
tians if we w'ill be social, kind 
>tr.d pleasant in our dealings with 
all people.

We thus get better acquainted ; 
know .each other’s faults, follies 
and weaknesses, desires and 
aversions, and are not so likely 
to wound the feelings of others, 
or suffer our feelings Uj be 
wounded by them. Many false 
impressions as to others are cor
rected, and we feel a personal 
and friendly interest in all our 
associates. Understanding the 
motives and feelings of friends 
and acquaintances, knowing each 
other more nearly as we are 
known, we become more sympa
thetic, and can appreciate the 
full meaning of the command
ment, “ Love thy neighbiir as 
thyself.” Can we love o u r  
neighbors as ourselves if we nev
er speak to them when we meet 
them ; nev'er have pleasant con
versations with them; never in
quire as to their temp<jral and 
spiritual welfare?

We must have a personal and 
special feeling and interest in 
Christians if we love the Cause 
of the Master as Christians 
should.

Christians should be social for 
the reason that they can the bet
ter lead souls to Christ. How 
many sinners have been led from 
sin and vice through the kind 
words of some friend? Kind 
words can never—no never—die, 
and many times they make last
ing impressions for good.

Too often at church Christians 
leave the church just as soon as 
the services a r e  over, never

"Firmer Tom” on the School Tax.
Editor Merkel Mail:

Merkel did herself proud by 
wisely voting a tax to maintain | 
and extend her school. Children 
W’ill advance more in one ten
months school than in two fouri^y Klder L. A. Dale who, in a 
months schools because the short chosen w'ords, pronoun-
term will be in the nature of a ig j jhe beautiful ceremony which
review’. united “ tw’o hearts that beat as

Let’s educate if a part of the »*
farm must go. j  Congratulations w’ere show’ored

Parents who rear up their, the new’ly w’edded pair, aft- 
family intelligently, morUlly and ' gp ^.hich all sat dow’n to partake humble the husband; that God 
religiously, though th*^ h tte .p f the w’edding supper. comes into a family, like a bes-
nothing left of this world's gooils, I 'phe bride was simply though oni of destruction, to kill and af- 
have done well and blessed the; artisticallj’ t^jwned in * a soft sadden; that God ever
world more by far than if »hey g,,nging garment of white which ^^aws a tear or forces a sigh;

8i)aciou8 parlor where the guests
were assembled, and were met order, with heart-ache, with vice

or w’ith venom, (iod does not 
kill anybody, anyw'here, or at 
any time!

The doctrine that (Jod takes 
away a child to punish or afflict a 
parent; takes away a husband 
to humble a w’ife, or the w’ife to

Nothing has ever equalled it. 
Nothing can ever surpass it.

Dr. King’s 
New Discovery

F o r e s NSVMPTIOM 
OVOHS Md M'OLDS • **•*

A Perfect For All Throat and
Cure: Lung Troubles.

Mo«mv back if It fiU«. Trial BottiM flTM.

amass a fortune and neglect the | hung in graceful folds and lent
 ̂ ^  ̂ , , the 9th inst. They were heartilythat God bankrupts or burdens . __ _, . , ., . „

mtelleetuttl advancement of them I „„ eharm to the outward any one. g.«d or bad -th e Joe-| ^
p.«terity. nducation preparen. h^auty of face and form. The trine of providential affliction and I aervicea held at

c«uraeij^„,„n, ¡„ black. diatreaa and aorr.w -th ia unlov- : place Sunday afternoon were
■Ml»e Mattie la the lovely and P'*''“®''''“'t''" '® ’

has its place in the thought of i

For we live in 
the w’orld and

the mind to direct our course | «.«c. distress and sorrow’—this unlov-
through the social and business Miss Mattie is the lovely and *••». , ygpy ^ugh enjoyed. It was a
relations of life just as the eye* i highly accomplished daughter o f , place in the thought ofl^jpg affair and was largely at-
sight enables us to see our way j Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Comegys and ' only because it has had the program consisted

the brain age o{ ^̂ g charms of the ««nction of hoary ages. Not music, recitations and talks,
competition is »> | divine w’oman. By her ladylike because it is true, or reasonable, 

sharp on all lines that an intelli-' bearing and the exercise of those' acceptable, or helpful,
p n t , educated mind is absolutely virtues upon which (]k)d has '' ““
indispensible to success in all the | stamped His approval she won 
walks of life. S<7 by educating I ber way into all hearts.

go<3d and nicely

we practically arm our children 
for life’s battle. And just as 
long as we adhere to the funda
mental principles of life—educa
tion, morals and religion—w’e 
will pnisper. It is these mighty 
factors of civilization which has 
placed the two great English 
speaking people (England and 
America) in the front ranks of

Mr. Hunt is comparatively a 
stranger here, but is said by 
those w’ho know him to be a 
young man of exemplary habits. 
He is prominent in business cir-

or hopeful. Not because the 
Bible, or philosophy, or history 
or science would have us believe 
it. But simply because w’e have 
been taught it, and have not had 
the courage to deny it.

God pities and helps, and 
guides and leads, and teaches, 
and hopes for us, but does notcles at Comanche, I. T.

The happy young couple us, or hurt us, or hinder
leave on tomorrow morning’s ; theologian may have to
train for the home which the '
groom has builded, and with so-called

the nations of the earth »nd them will go iho hearty congrat--
practically enables them to today j ulations and sincere wishes of a Justice and fairness let us quit
hold the balance of pow’er on the 
globe.

Yours for good schools, 
success to The Mail.

F a r m e r  T o m .

and

Will Leeman is at Fort Worth 
visiting his sister. Miss Lucy.

Finishing 
made to the 
this week.

touches are being 
Hutcheson building

host of friends. The Mail hopes accusing providence of inspiring
that the gift Of each dear heart ‘‘" 'i  P**̂ "'"**'̂ *̂̂
has divine sanction and that the' encouraging death. If a friend 
future has in store for them ' »brother dies let us look to God 
only the choicest and richest P ' ^ ^ ^ ® ‘P 
blessings, with not a cloud or a , 
shadow to mar the beauty o f ! 
their united lives. i

ment. Let us not accuse him of
remov

ing from our midst, a dear broth
er,” we know how the dear broth
er w’as removed, and if it w’as 
done by a train we are ready to

Unfair to Providence.
______________  Why is it that Lodges, con-

Tuesday as San Jacinto day I ventions, societies, and even leg- 
was observed by the banks. j islatures, when adopting résolu-

T. J .  CogKin”i» in~Fort Worth “
on business. membsr or somebody »hose ^

i memory is to be honored, always | gunning for the man
begins by “ whereas” ing that the j .
Almighty, in his wisdom, has irreconcilable, 
removed the deceased? Is God and in fairness

which W’ere all 
rendered.

Compere has a ’phone line now 
with the central at W. J .  Shan
non’s residence.

Bro. Bishop filled his regular 
appointment Sunday.

Rev. Kerr will fill his appoint- 
' ment next Sunday.
, The people of this community 
would not kick against a shower 
of rain.

Cotton planting is the order of 
the day.

One of the large lamps for our 
school house has arrived.

There wks a  singing at T. S. 
Moore’s Sunday night.

A party at R. R. Spurgin’s is 
booked for tonight. Tec.

New Train Service.
The double daily passenger 

service went into effect Tuesday 
and the first train passed up at 

14 :65 p. m.
I SCHEDULE:
Eastbound arrives at 8:25, a. m. 
Westbound arrives at 4:55, p. m.

Public Speaking,
Elder L. A. Dale of Abilene 

will lecture at Ferrier Hall next

us

Wednesday night, at which time j choking people to death with bad 
it is hoped to organize a Frohibi-1 colds, killing them with rheumat- i fellow men, and to the Chris- 
tion League, the object and lien-1 ism, la grippe, consumption,: 
efits of which will be fully ex -j smalli>)x and other diseases? ¡f | 9 uit this foolishness, 
plained. , ig ¡t at all religions or sensible

The people of the town and | to call in a doctor to prevent the 
surrounding country are earnest- 1  Almi -hty’s will being aocom- 
ly requested to be on hand and I plish Is a just and loving 
help out in the organization of j Ofid men with whiskey, or

•ough vices and

sue the railroad for helping prov 
idence to remove. If a friend is Night train, eastbound, arrives 
killed we bow in submission to 1 at 12:12 and westbound at 4:15. 
the wisdom of prov'idence and go Wednesday morning’s train

who killed puffed in with only one passen- 
him. We do not believe in such , ger, a lady, whos destination was

Merkel, and the conductor had 
the company of three Merkel 
people to Abilene. The towns 
west of us will have to beat this 
if they want the day trains to

unfair provi- 
to our

children, and our neighbors, and

! become a permanent fixture.

Mrs. Parten (nee Miss Nina 
Long) is visiting her sister, Mrs. 
I. S. Allen.

the club. pois<
Overton Anderson left 

I night for Wichita Falls,

Ed Green came in from Weath
erford and spent Sunday with 
his parents.

Miss Nora Bruton of Brown- 
last j w t X K i  is visiting her sister, Mrs. 

Senter.

-. i * 1 i

Compere Chips.
Mr. Alec Sears and Miss Ann

ie I’istes were married at Abilene

and
Manipulator

guar-

1
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A  ÄET OF D ISH ES, or as 
many as you can carry  
away ^ FREE!

i M «

:
We take pleasure in announcing to our many friends and customers that we have 

just closed a contract with one of the largest potteries in the United States to furnish 
us with Decorated Chinja, which we are giving away ABSOLUTELY FREE OF COST.

As we are always on the lookout for new trade, as well as being desirous of pleas
ing our old customers, we have decided that the best way of showing our appreciation 
of both is by giving away a complete set of Chinaware to each of our cash customers.

We will guarantee to sell all goods as cheap, if not cheaper, than ever before, and 
with each cash purchase will issue coupons representing amount of your purchase.
When your coupons reach specified amounts, you are entitled to different dishes, such 
as dinner plates, pie plates, handsomely decorated cups and saucers, exquisite designs 
in covered dishes, bakers, orange bowls, sauce dishes, water jugs, tea pots, and in fact, R. B . U S T I C K  
everything that goes to constitute a complete set of dishes.

We have guaranteed to use an immense quantity of these goods, thereby enabling 
us to purchase them at a price whereby we can make this liberal offer.

We cordially request you to call at our store and inspect these goods and we will 
explain the offer to you in detail. Very respectfully.

THE STAR STORE

W. W. W H E E L E R ,
Real Kstate, Life, Fire and Tor

nado IiiHurance A^ent, 
Notary Public.

TakPH Acknowltidtrem«-nU, Oraws up 
OfOce In First National Bank.

PATE & ROLLINS,

B A R B E R S
N'ORTU FRONT STR E ET.

DR. J. W. L IT T LE ,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE —  OFFICE IN 
FERRIER BUILDINO.

LEEM AN &. KING,
Physicians & Surgeons
DIhhoh.*, of Women and f'liililren a Specialty. 

OWce, Ihirroughs ic .Mann’s Drug thore.

DEal.F.K IN'

W atches, Clocks, Jew
elry, Etc*

Repairing a Specialty

J. J. M ILLER,
A ttorney-at-Law , Notary Public, 

Land and Collecting  Agent.
w ill practice In all the courts of T*-*a.s. All 

business entrusttNl to my cun* will r»*c«*lTe 
prompt attention. Will pav tuxes for non-r«al- 
dents, also nay lnter»*st on lands for all who may 

' trust their Duslneas with m*-; will make proof 
of flnal settlemi-nt on homfst<‘ad a id school land 
property. I solicit your patronage. 0-lpd

HCLPFULREADING

I
When Betty Bakes the Cakes.

W hen Hetty hakes the huokwheat cakes 
My bosom sw ells with pride.

I then f o r g e t  my l i f e ' s  m i s t a k e s  
And s m i le .  Well Hatlstied.

T h e chilling wind out.side the i>nna ,
T o  dUcord vainlv wakes.

It cannot move me to eoniplain 
W hen B etty  l>ak« s tin* c akes

Now. some th ere  Is- who.se hrolcUring 
Is ladylike and tine;

And some most daintily  do sing 
Or w rite In phiase.s tine

B ut. though my adm iration stirs .
My loyalty ne'er shakes.

T h eir cleverness is naught to hers 
W hen B etty  hake.s the cak es

T h e s ) rup in a golden line 
Bets fo ith  to trace  her nam e;

T h e  coffee steam , an Incense tine. 
A rlsis  to her fume

And though the s u n s h i n e  fur a A hilé  
Tht w It tr.\ mol n toiaiukes.

I asl; no ta JIa n c e  save her sm ile.
When. Hetty bakes the cakes

O O O O O O O -
How 8l Woman

FouAd Her Hero
6 c k >o -ch>(><

‘ Ate you quite sure that you urtt 
roQlIy happy, dear—very happy?" | 
Ai.d he leaned over the table deux ' 
and touched her lingers behind the 
friendly aelter of the roses. Forget- 
f j l  of th*‘ uhltjuitoiis waiter, of ever's 
thing hut the eartiest-faeed nia 
fore Her, the girl linpv^s^^furrsireicii- 
ed out both hands utid said
with shir.ing eyes;

"So  happy, ‘i ’VV happl^f than 1 
ever hoped to C *  —and to think that 
at la.st the dream of my life is going 
U* he realized— 1 bhull go home, home 
to dear England again. 1 was very 
liltle w'.'icn mainina and Grace and I 
left the old tioine after pupa's death. 
Hut America has never seemed so 
Leant if 111 to me us our dear liome in 
S u iie y "  A look of sadness crept 
into tl.e ;{lowing eyes and she did not 
nolice tliat the man moved uneasily 
in bis ehair and that a gloomy, wor
ried expression overshadowed the 
brigtit bupefuiiiess of a nioiuent be
fore.

"W e fhall go hack just as soon as 
v.e are married, shall we not, Dick? 
Dear old Dick, I am so glad that you 
and i.ot any one else are to give me 
niy dearest wish. Aren't you glad— 
you don't look uproariously happy— 
wl a; is It, dear?"

".V ay. would you niind ua awfully 
If WC-- well, if we didn't go hack to 
Eiigluid, after all?"

"Would 1 mind? Dick are you 
crazy? Oh, you know 1 have hoi>ed 

waited fur that all ray life. It 
’ used to seem as If It would never 
^coiue true— till I met you and you 
/ totd me you loved me. And since then 
'  I Lave thought of It, waited fur It day 

and night.”
Dk k looked at her questioningly 

for a moment and then said, a little 
ll l .e r ly : "Do you know, little girl,
that at times 1 have been tempted to 
:M p K that you loved the thought of

going back home oetler than you did 
me.'

Her face crim.'smed painfiilly. and 
his heart smote him

"There, there. little one. that 
wasn't fair I v«as u beast to sa> it 

j to you more ot a beast beeuiise you 
• are goitig to Ik* put to the test

"W hy. DU'k, v. I.at do von mean7” 
"Jusr this, -Mavsle. girlie, '%ve can- 

i not go huek to England at least I 
, catiiioi.

■'Ytui cutii.ot go htr k Dick? Surely 
; surely you l.ave not cumtnllled some 
: criii'ii* which pievent.s >oii from going 
' hat k It Isn't ih u f' Say it Isn " '  

"W ell. I'm not exaitl) a crimitial, 
little girl,but I tui.iht Jtist us well be," 
he said bitterly. I shouhl bt* treated 
like oiie if I wei'.t back, atid every 
on«* bt'lieves tie  to he the most des- 
picubli* wretch on li.e lace of the 
green earth '

A i.unieless f.*at grew In the girl's 
ey»*;--.

"Fur heaven’s ; ake. Dick, tell me 
what y<tii mean."

"I mtan jn* t this It I went back 
to Ktigland to morrow iny ow n rela
tives Would ill all po.sslhility cut me 
doail. The fe l lo w s  ui tlie cubs—in 
tne park—on the street, would pass 
me with a coid nod, if I ofiered them 
mv hand not r m others son of them

I hut Wv:i.M iiiiielly uiid coldly ignore 

leei.i**'.)
.'Id a v e .-lle n e ’I» L ' 2 '

t ‘  ' ■

nuniing lur some uew aeviuiieiu in 
which to make ducks and drakes of 
It all. I was the hottest-headed foul 
of them all and soon found that I 
had nut only established an unen
viable reputation for wildness, but 
that I had run dangerously near the 
end of my tether—things had arrived 
at a stag«* where I could no longer 
hold my otfii' ^  !jji the fellows—so I 
made up ni> 5? ^  to up stakes
and go to one L :he colonies with the 
remainder."

He sat gloumily stlent for a mo
ment. apparently lost in a retrospect 

I anything but pleasant. An Impatient 
I "Oh, go on. Dick, please go on," from 
. the girl brought him back to the pres
ent again.

“Just before I sailed for Australia 
—the day before. I think It was— 
Margrave came to me and said: 'See
here, old chap. I'm In a devil of a 
hole; I need two thousand pounds the 
worst sort of a way and not another 
sou ran I raise on the estate. I've 
got to have It. or there'll be a scandal 
that will break the mater's heart;

I help me out. for (Jod's sake.’
“Margrave's mother had been aw

fully good to me when 1 was a lonely 
little chap at Eton—used to have me 
down for the holidays, and all that.

ever forgive. I had paid the 
money with my own check— I had 
left the country the next day—and he 
—cad that he Is— let me hear the 
shame of It all—so I came out to Now 
York and met you. 1 love you. dar
ling, and you shall judge. Shall we 
go hack to Ehigland and straighten 
things out? It shall be as you say. 
little woman"

“But, Dick, think what i( would 
mean to that other woman and those 
chlldTi*n—Olv. I couldn't, dear—and 
yet.when I think of how you have suf
fered, I could do anything; dear, dear 
Dick—”

She hurled her face in her hands 
for a moment, and the man watched 
her eagerly, anxiously.

“Dick, there is just one thing in 
the world I have always wanted more 
even than to go home; and that Is to 
marry a hero. We’ll stay here, dear, 
and you shall forget the pain and the 
hOrt In my love."—Vivian Clare How
ard In Chicago Ehuimincr.
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Home new.suapera print 
matter to till up apace.
Much of this la harmful 

reading. It Is the aim of the S emi- 
Weekly New s to give helpful reading. 
Thouaanda will testify to Ita helpfulneoa 
to them. .\iik your neighbor.

has help>*d many. It 
T H E  E A N M E N S "  Is not the theor)' of 
O E R A N T M E N T . .  farming written by 

college profeMtors 
and others up North on conditlona that 
don,t fit Texan. It In the actual expt*rl- 
encea of farmers here at home who nave 
turned over the soil.

If you an* not talcing Thk 
S R E C I A L  Merkel Mail you should be. 
O R R E N , ,  It Is helpful to the tiast In- 

ter*wtM of your town and 
county. For B f. 7 5 ,  cash In odvanc?e. 
we will mall you The Merlo-1 -Mall and the 
Ualvtwton or the Dallas .Semi-Weekly 
New* for 12 month*. The .\i*wa »tops 
when your time 1* out.

I

SHEPPARD-& 
MCDONALD

J..I1

“Are you quite sure that you are really 
happy, dear—very happy?’’

It. My God, child, you don’t know 
what It meant to me. I went through 
it once, hut not even for you could 
I go through that hell a second time.’’

"Hut. why, Dick; loll me why— 
what have yon done?"

" I t ’s not good hearing for Innocent 
ears like yours, little sweetheart; but 
It is your right to know. I have told 
you that when I came Into my moiioy 
at eighteen I kicked over all re
straints and went the pace till—well, 
till I came the worst kind of a crop
per. You see, Margrave and two 
or three others of the Oxford set 
came into their money at the same
time, and, like a lot of hot-headed 
fouls, we turned London upside down

“Bee here, old chap, I’m In a devil of a 
hole.’’

you know—so the upshot tif It all was 
that I promised to let him have the 
two thou.— and it was just half of 
what I had left —and further, he got 
me to promise to taki* the check to 
the party ho was rowing with. I took 
it, got a receipt for It and sailed the 
next day.

"For eight yvars In Australia I gut 
no word from the homo folks, but 
thought that the letters had gone 
astray, as I was far up country, aud 
Anally I went hack to England wttli 
a nice .Ittle pile and a big longing for 
the society of my own kind again. 
Ood, what a home-<omit g it was. Nut 
a welcome; black looks, veiled luslii- 
iiatlons everywhere. One day I asked 
a chap who had refused my hand, 
what It all meant. He told me. Mar
grave’s (rouble had txen the worst 
sort—low-down, dishtynorahle treat
ment of a wompn we all
knaw—conduct no could

A Religious Dream.
The sermon had beeu deplorably 

long, there could be no disputing this, 
and little girls are not supposed to 
understand what is being said, any
way. Even “Krown-ups” Adgeted In 
their pews and the funny little man 
with the white side whiskers was seen 
to yawn behind his hand.

Little Miss Sunshine, In her crush
ing Sunday hut and her long clunk, 
had Anally given up—the heal and the 
music and the never ending sermon 
as too much for her; entirely unknown 
to any one she had leaned against 
her mother’s :11m aud fallen off to 
sleep.

"Ora. wake up, aren’t you ashamed?" 
said her mother, who discovered the 
child, and Little Sunshine was rudely 
disturbed from slumber.

She straightened up. blinked her 
eyes two or three times and whis 
perod so that all the people in the 
pews around could hear her; "It was a 
‘ligioiis dream, mamma." she sobbed 
In the ilefensive; "1 thought a crowd 
of angels ennu to our house from the 
sewing society and you sent Nan down 
to say that yon were out.”

Her Thoughtfulness.
Dinah, tho colored cook, was going 

to he married and her mistress, who 
had brought her from Virginia, mani
fested much interest in the prepara
tions foi the Important event. Dinah 
proudly suhmtttod the Invitations 
which she had written herself for her 
mistress' inspection:

"Why. Dinah I"  exclaimed the lady, 
syping an envelope deeply bordered 
with black, '‘you are not In mourn
ing?"

“No ma'am," replied Dinah, “but 
dey U in mo’nin’ what I'm sandin’ de 
Invitation to, an’ it ’s up to me to let 
’em see 1 knows I t "

-A\
Her

Beef, .
• Pork, 

Mutton, 
Sausage.

Everything Nice 
and clean; an up- 
to-date market, w e 
would appreciate 
your patronage.

Best Passenger Service
• « • / A/ • • •

T E X A S
THE

LflPACinC

•No Trouble to .\nawt'rlyueatlenii’’

D i n i n g  C a r s

5̂  "
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FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS

J .  M. HayB waB in Monday b o - 
liciting BubscriptionB to buy an 
organ for the S a l t  Bl’anoh 
church.

K .  f*. T U R N E R .  Q E N .  R A S E .  A R T .  
OALumm, rmMAm.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that r«ad advertiBementB.

11
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ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop’r.

Enter*Hl at the Poatofflc« at Merkal, Texaa, aa 
atHiond-olatiM mail mattter.

S u b s c r i p t i o n  R a to s i
One year 
Mix monthe 
Three months 

Inrarlably In adrance.

n.oo
.SO
.25

ADVERT181NO RATES per month
One Inch space .. I .60
Two Inch space ...................  1.00
Ouarter column (4 1-2 Indhes). ........  2.60
Ralf column (l> Inches) 4.00
One column (18 Inches) 7.60

Four Issues constitute a month. All adrertlse- 
ments run and charged for until ordered out, 
unless limit Is speclfled when Insertion It made. 
Special prices on time contracts.

1 ^ 's l  notices, S cents per line, each Insertion.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communications to Insure publication must 

bear the signature of the writer, as well as the 
nom de plume under which they write. This la 
required merely as a guarantee of good faith.

Obltuarltw, Cards of Thanks, «to., are Inserted 
at one-half the regular adrertlslng rates. Posl- 
tlrely no derlatlon from this rule.

TAYLOR COUNTY’S OFFICERS.
The officers of Taylor county 

are men of broad and liberal 
views—men who count duty a- 
bove every other consideration, 
and as guardians of the peace 
have no superiors.

Since the local option law went 
into effect many conjectures 
have been indulged in and many 
comparisons made as to the 
intentions of the officers regard
ing the enforcement of the law, 
and in a majority of oases these 
criticisms have been uncalled for 
and unjust. We should always 
wait until the evidence is all in ; 
for unjust criticisms do not con
duce to the moral welfare of a 
citizenship.

A few days ago Sheriff Cun
ningham was heard to say that 
he would brook no violations of 
the law in any manner whatever, 
and that he proposed to do his 
full duty regardless of conse
quences. He further stated that 
he apprehended no trouble from 
those who had heretofore been 
engaged in the salcHjn business, 
but in any event he will eaercise 
his most watchful care and espe
cially as to the transient strain of 
this tribe. Sheriff Cunningham 
is one of the best peace officers 
in the >itate and when he says a 
thii^^you can bet your last cent 
y^edt is the truth.

'W e.hers of our officers are effi
cient and painstaking in the per
formance of their respective du
ties. The fact that all are pledg
ed the earnest support and hear
ty co-operation of the people will 
cause them to double their efforts 
and act as a further incentive to 
perform the functions of the offi
ces with which they were entrus
ted. Recent legislation h a s  
clothed the officers with increas
ed power in ferreting out violat
ors, so that now the blame can 
be easily placed.

But the load option law will be 
strictly enforced in this county. 
The first blind tiger that shows 
himself will regret the day that 
he was born. Here’s to the offi
cers of Taylor county.

The attention of the President 
is further called to the fact that 
no such outrages take place in 
the south, notwithstanding that 
the crimes which have promoted 
lynchings here are a thousand 
times more heinous than the one 
perpetrated at Joplin. Had this 
occurred further south, neither 
“distance from rapid communi
cation’’ nor “ the pleasurable 
pursuit of wild animals” would 
have prevented the President 
from giving utterance to some 
rabid expression anent the out
rage. Lynchings are bad enough 
God knows, but to some people 
they are worse in the south than 
in the effete east or north.

Southern people are the ne
groes’ best friends, but- they 
leave it to the Bostonians to wine 
and dine and try to outshine 
Mrs. Booker T. Washington; for 
southern people are not built 
that way.

LYNCHINGS AND LYNCHINGS.
The lynching of the supposed 

negro murderer at Joplin, Mo., 
has not so far called forth any 
strenuous objections on the part 
of President Roosevelt. Perhaps 
the location of the outrage may 
have conduced to his extreme 
silence on the subject. Anyway, 
the attention of the President is 
called to this dispatch from the 
seat of trouble:

“ The lynching of the negro 
served only to temporarily satis
fy the indignation of the mob, 
and later tonight hundreds of 
men assembled and r i o t e d  
through the negro district, burn
ing houses, stoning negroes and 
finally driving every negro from 
Joplin.”

Vi

t  W ITH  TH E  PRESS GANG .
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦a

ip both branches of the legisla
ture it is safe to say that the law 
will not lapse.

What makes people love to re
peat scandal?—Garland News.

“ You kin search mo.’ 
«

To Abilene on our K.ust, and 
Tintown on our West—you have 
our sympathy.—Sweetwater Re
view.

Says the Dallas New’s : “ The
Merkel Mail is pleased with the 
election law, and this is recorded 
simply because there are some 
other papers dissatisfied with it. 
Absolute fairness requires that 
both sides and their satisfaction 
and dissatisfaction shall be set 
forth. The Mail is in error in 
speaking of the author of the bill 
as ‘ex-Gov. Terrell.’ The gen
tleman was never Governor, but 
he has been a distinguished man 
in the State for many years, and 
won renown as Minister to Tur
key especially. Now some of the 
fellows who are dissatisfied with 
the law will say that if The Mail 
does not know who Judge Terrell 
is and has been, it is not quali
fied to pass on the election law.” 
The author of the bill is of sec
ondary importance, for every 
school boy in Texas knows his 
record by heart. The question 
now is, is the law a ginxl law or 
a bad law? The Mail has voted 
aye; how does the News vote?

The people have learned “ how 
to go to mill,” but they haven’t 
learned how to build roads. Fact 
is, they ought to make petty 
criminals build ’em.

Recent events have .satisfact
orily demonstrated the need of 
an organization to handle all 
questions of importance to the 
town and community at large, 
and U) further the town’s interest 
in every way possible. There is 
not a town of Merkel’s size in all 
this country but has some such 
organization. The influx of home 
hunters and home builders, the 
scramble for trade, the fight for 
the location of such enterprises 
as will conduce to the general 
welfare and prosperity of the 
town—these are questions of vi 
tal importance, and the good of 
the town demands concerted and 
unity of action on the part of its 
citizens. Let’s organize a com
mercial club and get down Ui 
work. We cannot affiird to be 
laggards.

Shell out the nickles and dig 
up the dimes, turn ’em loose and 
whistle and we’ll have better 
times; there will be fewer patches 
on the lx).som of our pants,*and 
we’ll make a better paper if you 
give us half a chance. Don’t 
give us that old story, that has 
long gone to seed, ’biiut taking 
now more papers than the family 
want to read, but help to feed the 
printer and he’ll help the town to 
grow; and thus escape the sul
phur in the regions down below. 
—Gatesville Messenger.

“ Men,” said Gen. Grant in his 
speech to veterans of the Grand 
Army, “ have the incentive of 
battle, are spurred on by the ex
citement of conflict and are 
crowned with the glory of vic
tory, but the women—it is to 
them that the laurel wreath 
should be awarded. They endure 
in silence the most trying ordeal 
that warfare offers, and that is 
waiting. Every bullet that lays 
a warrior low pierces the heart of 
a woman who is waiting.”

When I am elected to the leg
islature I shall introduce a meas
ure requiring unincorporated 
Texas towns of 300 inhabitants 
and over to clean their streets, 
sidewalks, back alleys, et cetera, 
at least once every thousand 
years.—Hamilton Rustler.

A discussion of the R(x>sevelt- 
Washington episode between the 
Sons of Ham at Brownwood a 
few days ago precipitated a free 
for all fight, in which three of 
the principals were laid out for 
repairs. • This is but one of the 
many instances of similar char
acter which illustrates the ill 
effects of the President’s negro 
policy. And the end is not yet.

ff

•\ wagon started out Monday 
morning delivering artesian wat
er from the ice plant well at 2'ac 
per bucketful. The water is de
livered at residences and stores 
and many are buying because 
of its healthfulness. Many cis
terns were almost spoiled during 
the long wet spell by surface wa
ter.—Clarksville Times.

I tutional. If there is a technical- 
I ity in the law—a comma left out, 
i an i that is not dotted, or a t that 
[ that is not crossed—they will find 
1 and make use of it. There are 
many ways of beating a law.

This is a Siimple of the many 
paragraphs of similar meaning 
which the Review contained last 
week We would gently remind 
our esteemed contemporary that 
tiiere is jilenty of niom for other 
towns on the map, and that 
courting the enmity of other 
towns does not conduce to our 
own progress and development.

A skunk ranch is to be estab
lished near Abilene and KK) acres 
has been pun* based for that 
purpose. It is said that in Cali
fornia there are several of such 
ranches and they pay. Well, 
you can have our share.—Wills 
Point Chronicle.

A few years ago the water 
vendor was a conspicuous person 
in many West Texas towns, but 
that day has passed and the man 
who hasn’t an ample supply of 
water is very improvident. A 
“ down easterner” peddling water 
with the wheels of his wagon 
bogged up to the hubs in mud 
must indeed be a ludicrous sight. 
A few weeks ago the Times was 
“ dog tired and disgusted” over 
the wet weather.

Has the Chnmicle gone back 
on the diversification theory? For 
the sake of the new source of 
revenue which the establishment 
of a skunk ranch will open up, 
the Chronicle ought to be willing 
to favor this kind of diversifica
tion, even if should have U» hold 
its nose while handling the sub
ject. At any rate, if there is 
anything in it—besides the scent 
—we want it.

The Baird Star is strictly 
“ agin” the new election law, 
from Alpha to Omega. The leg
islature “ hadn’t orter done it.”

Our present road working sys
tem somewhat resembles a cus
tom in ve olden times when the 
people put a rock in one end of 
the grain sack to make it bal
ance on the horse when they 
went to mill.— Riesel Rustler.

The senate appropriation bill 
carries a total appropriation for 
the various State departments, 
institutions, etc., of ii'T,023,607 
for the two years. Retrenchment 
is the cry, how’ever, and the bill 
may be trimmed down a few 
notches. The house bill is S150,- 
000 less, notwithstanding the ap- 
prijpriation for Confederate pen
sions is 8250.000 more. This is a 
great big State of ours and it 
takes a big sum of money to 
keep it in running order.

Grover Cleveland’s recent 
speech on the negm question 
was brijad and charitable, and 
when he gave utterance to the 
words, “ I believe the days of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin are past,” a 
greater truth was never uttered. 
The negro is an “ unknown quan
tity” in this country. If he 
would live on and enjoy the lib
erty and freedom which are now 
vouchsafed him, he will let the 
race problem severely alone, now 
and in the future.

Now for another 
wheel of progress.

The new law against betting on 
horse racing or selling pools in 
Texas is to be attacked in the 
courts by the Western Union 
Telegraph company, and they 
hope for and expect a decision 
that will hold the law' unconsti-

A Cate of Leprosy.
Only a few miles from Houston 

there is a case of leprtisy.
The patient is a “ Cojun,” or a 

native of Louisiana of Arcadian 
descent.

State Health Officer Tabor has 
known of the existence of this 
case for the past six months and 
has now' taken steps looking to 
the proper isolation of the case 
and the building of a lazaretto or 
home for the patient. He esti
mates that it will cost $8000 a 
year to properly protect the state 
against this loathsome and in
curable malady, and asks the 
legislature to appropriate that 
amount for the pur^iose.

The patient is at present in 
charge of the county health 
authorities of Liberty county. 
—Houston Chronicle.

It is now up to the subscriber, 
and he should hasten w'ith all 
possible speed to the relief of 
that editor before he breaks out 
in u new' place. - ^  r- ■No line of Vehicles for West 

Texas like ifie

R A C I N E
And if you would introduce a 

bill making it law’ful to squirt 
“ high life” on mossbacks, w'e’d 
move to Hamilton county in time 
to vote for you.—Riesel Rustler.

We would Insist that that you 
go at once, “ My Dear Gaston.” 
And you, too, “ My Dear Al- 
phonso.”

DURABLE
COMFORTABLE

MEDIUM PRICED

It is to be greatly regretted 
that the uniform textbook bill 
failed to become a law and died 
on the calendar. The present 
law has saved the people of Tex
as at least $1,000,000 and now to 
let it lapse and turn the people 
over to the rapacity of the ixiok 
trust will simply be an outrage.— 
Panola Watchman.

Made and guaranteed by the larg
est vehicle factory in the world. 
Have been sold in this section for 9 
years. Get a RACINE vehicle and 
feel satirfled that you have some
thing good. Thousands of them in 
use in West Texas.

ED S. HUDHES & CO.
That million dollar saving to 

the people is largely in the im
agination. However, the law is 
a g^)d one, and as uniform text 
IxMik bills have been intrmluced

AmiLMNm, r m x A S

Distributors for WEST TEXAS.

L

;

It is said that the Railroad 
Commission is considering the 
earnings of Texas railroads with 
a view to increasing freight 
rates. Some people will now be 
ready U) say that if the freight 
rates are raised the railroad com • 
panies had just as well confiscate 
the goods in order to collect rail
road charges.

The Goebel murderer has at 
last been named and through the 
confession of Youtsey. Howard, 
as all along suspected, is the vil
lain who fired the fatal shot, but 
ex-Gov. Taylor was morally re
sponsible for the villainous work. 
Howard will go to the gallow's; 
Taylor w'ill go scot free. Watch 
the prediction.

Spindle Top is still manifesting 
a spirit of unrest and the bowels 
of its wrath have again belched 
forth death and destruction. Old 
Nick is evidently very much in 
evidence in those diggins.

We simply MUST have that 
commercial club—no “ ifs” and 
“ ands” about it.

It is characteristic of Merkel 
that it generally gets what it 
goes after.

turn of the

/
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Robbed The Grave.
A startling incident is narrated 

by .John Oliver of Philadelphia, 
as follows: “ I was in an awfu
condition. My skin was almost 
yellow, eyes sunken, tongue 
coated, pain continually in back 
and sides, no appetite, growing 
weaker day by day. Three phy
sicians had given me up. Then 
1 was advised to use Klectric 
Bitters; to my great joy, the first 
lH)ttle made a decided improve
ment. 1 continued their use for 
three weeks, and am now a well 
man. 1 know they robbed the 
grave of another victim.” No 
one should fail t«» try them. 
Only 50c, gauranteed, at Rust A- 
Pittard’s drug store. |

There is nothing that fits a | 
man like his skin, next b> that! 
Warren’s underwear. Best lot! 
of 50c garments ever shown. |

Come and see our spring mat-1 
ting.—W. P. Browning and Co.

Mrs. .Joplin and daughter, of 
Detroit, Texas, are here for a 
month’s visit. Mrs. .Joplin is a 
sister of Mrs. J .  S. Hutson, and 
we are sure she will enjoy every 
hour of her visit.

m i m

SPRINGTIME’S HERE!
OR IT’S  TIME IT SHOULD BE.

Our New Spring Clothing is
to come in and

I
m

We handle a full supply of 
machine needles and attach
ments, belts, oil cans, etc. Best 
oil made.

W. P. Browning & Co.
To The Public.

Those who have second-hand 
goods for sale take them to .J. C. 
Watkins.

It is time you were 
looking ovit for that new 
Easter Suit. We have 
them in all the shades, 
styles and fabrics. Careful 
selection and close buying 
enables us to show a stock 
for the spring season com
bining all of the qualities 
that the most fastidious 
buyer may look for. We 
have varieties enough to 
please everybody, a n d  
grades to suit all purses. 
Would be pleased to have 
prospective buyers come 

in and look around. They will find our 
best argument right before them, piled 
up in heaps on our clothing counters.

here for sure, and our invitation 
look it over is a most cordial one.

We don’t think our clothing is 
any better than lots of others, but 
we are certain it is just as good as 
any made. Our men’s suits at So 
are as good as suits that are sold in 
other places at Sb..50 or ST. Our 
S8.50 are regular SIO suits in some 
stores. Our SIO suits in all the new 
cuts and shades are the kind others 
ask S12.50 and even more for. Our 
S13..50, S15 and SKJ.50 suits sell in 
larger towns for S18 and S20.

Mothers, where is that boy of 
yours going for his new outfit? We 
have remembered him and his needs.
He wants a spring suit and he must 
have a good, reliable one. We have 
that kind; it is the Mrs. .Jane Hop
kins make. The garments are sty
lish and so strongly sewed they’ll 
not rip. When you’ve looked them 
over you will acknowledge that the prices are lower than 
you expected. We have them ranging in price fnjm

75c to $ 5 .0 0 .

T. W a r r e n .^
If you pay less elsewhere you 

get less. Trade with Warren.
Calf for Sale.

The editor of The Mail has a 
male calf for sale, or will trade 
for feed or forage. Come quick 
if you want him.

Our collection of 85.00 trousers 
may interest you. It co.sts noth
ing to see them.

J .  T. Warren.
Notice!

The City Meat Market keeps 
nice, fresh beef, pork and saus
age on hand all the time.

Beginning Monday, April 13, 
we will make ice deliveries be
tween the hours of 9 and 12 a. 
m. and after 4 p. m each day, 
except Sunday, when ice and 
meat will be delivered from 7 to 
9 a. m. Please make your order 
accordingly, as we will not vary 
from this rule.
4t .1. W. it Î . M. Watkins.

Early Spring Meeting.
The Methodist protracted meet

ing is to begin the first S*.:riday 
in May and will c^v^^hife a week 
or ten days. -/>ervices will be 
held a tth e jip  R. church. The 

*i?!fi^nces that able 
preacKrs from elsewhere will 
assist in the meeting, and has 
invited the cooperation of all to 
the end that great good may be 
accomplished.

Krom the early date on which 
this meeting will be held, it is 
assumed that the Methodists will 
hold two protracted meetings 
during the year.

We make our business pay us 
by making it pay you.

J .  T, Warren.

The Southwestern Telegraph 
and Telephone company has pur
chased the telephone line of the 
Northwestern which extends from 
Weatherford to Abilene. The 
purchase, it is said, also includes 
the Northwestern local exchange 
at Abilene. This practically 
means that the line will at an 
early date be extended through 
to El Paso.

Warren sells everything you 
wear (ri>m the ground up.

A Thoughtful Man.
M. M. Austin of Winchester, 

Ind. knew what to do in the hour 
of need. His wife had such an 
unusual case of stomach and 
liver trouble, physicians could 
not help her. He thought of and 
tried Dr. King’s New Life Pills 
and she got relief at once and 
was finally cured. Only 2.5c, at 
Rust A Pittard’s Drug Store.

You can’t blame a pretty girl 
for putting on frills when she has 
Warren’s stock of laces and em
broideries to select from.

The flour is the basis of the 
g;ood things you bake, have that 
right and you’re almost sure of 
results.

Peace-Maker at Warren’s is 
all right.

The News says that three of 
the buildings heretofore occupied 
by saloons are now occupied by 
other business concerns and that 
Moilene is a dry Iowa In .every 
sense of the word. Baird caught 
two of the saloon men and the 
others are shaping up to leave.

For Sale.
Second-hand buggy and phea- 

ton. Will trade for horses and 
cattle. Apply to 
2t The Star Store.

School Tax Carries.
The special school tax election 

passed off quietly and smoothly 
last Saturday and with compara
tive unanimity for the tax, the 
vote standing 106 to 30—an easy 
two-thirds. In school affaire 
Merkel people are enterprising 
and progressive and never turn 
down a proposition which seeks 
to benefit the educational interests 
of the town.

This is another feather in the 
town’s cap in the matter of pro
gress. Now for the next step in 
this progressive movement, and 
let none lag, for in unity there is 
strength. In neighboring towns 
we have rivals worthy of our 
metal, and it behooves us to be 
up and doing if we would stay in 
sight of the band wagon.

Makes A Clean Sweep.
There’s nothing like doing ai 

thing thoroughly. Of all the 
Salves you ever heard of, Buck- 
len’s Arnica Salve is the best. 
It sweeps away and cures Burns, 
Sores, Bruises, Cuts, Boils, Ul
cers, Skin Eruptions and Piles. 
It’s only 25c, and guaranteed to 
give satisfaction by Rust A Pit- 
tard, Druggist.

W. P. Browning A Co. have 
the best line of window shades in 
town. All the new patterns.

Fire at Trent.
Saturday night between 8 and 

9 o’clock Trent was visited by a 
destructive fire which destroyed 
the store and residence of.J. J*. 
Cyphers. The origin of the fire 
is not known as it was in flames 
when discovered, the family be
ing at church. V’ery little of the 
contents of the store and dwell
ing—which was a combination 
affair—was saved. Mr. Cyphers 
carrie/i 81,500 insurance and this, 
it is thought, will cover about 
two-thirds of the loss.

Heroic efforts on the part of 
the citizens saved the business 
portion of the town from com
plete destruction, and as a result 
very little other damage was done 
by the flames.

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar W il^n of 
Caps visited the family of Ge<i. 
S. Berry Saturday.

Nerbine Cures.
Fever and Ague. A dose will 

usually stop a chill, a contin
uance always cures. Mrs. Wm. 
M. Stroud, Midlothian, Texas, 
May 31, 1899, writes : We have
used Herbine in our family for 
eight years, and found it the best 
medicine we have ever used for 
la grippe, bilious fever, and ma
laria.” 50c at Burroughs A | 
Mann. '

Judge W. C. Lasley was seen 
on the streets last Wodnesday 
evening with a very broad smile 
on his countenance. When lean
ed the cause of his happiness, 
there had been a female visitor 
at his home, weighing eight 
pounds. Mother and visitor do
ing well. Allow us to congratu
late yo\i. J u d g e  .—Eastland 
Chronicle.

Mr. Lasley is a former citizen 
of this town, having taught in 
the public school here, and later 
practiced law at Abilene. He is 
now in the banking business at 
Eastland.

'Try reading The Mail.

Of Interest to Traohers,
Under the new law teachers’ ' 

examinations will be held on the i 
first Friday and Saturday in  ̂
May, Septeml>er and December! 
of each year. Third grade c e r - ! 
tificates are valid for one year | 
on 70 per cent average. Second 
grade certificates valid for three 
years on average of 75 per cent, 
or for five years on average of 
85 per cent. First grade certifi
cates valid for four years on av
erage of 75 per cent, or for six 
years on average of 85 per cent. 
Summer normal certificates, 
either second or first, valid for 
four years, but if average of 85 
per cent is made on examina
tion, they shall be valid for six 
years. Certificates issued by the 
State normal institutes will be 
valid for three years if second 
grade, and for six years if first 
grade. This law will be in force 
about the first of July, and will 
be in time for those who attend 
the summer normals to be bene- 
fitted, as a premium is placed on 
second grade summer normal 
certificates.

Geo. S. Berry spent a part of 
the week at Dallas and other 
Texas points in a busidess way.

Elder Pike of the Christian 
church will preach at the Pres
byterian church Sunday.

Miss Annie King came in from 
Dora and spent Sunday with 
home folks.

Isaac Taylor was up from Abi
lene Sunday.

Advertising is the secret of 
success in every business.

Beauty And Strength.
Are desirable. You are strong 

and vigorous, when your blood 
is pure. Many—nay, most—
women, fail to properly digest 
their food, and so become pale, 
sallow, thin and weak, while the 
brightness, freshness and beauty 
of the skin and complexion, de
part. Remedy this unpleasant 
evil, by eating nourishing food, 
and taking a small dose of Her
bine after each meal, to digest 
what you have eaten. 50c at 
Burroughs A Mann.

Chicago, 111., Apr. 11.—A >,
patch to the Record-Herald 
from Jackson, Ky., says: Bruce
Marcum has been sold into ser
vitude for six months under the 
vagrancy law. Marcum had 
such a reputation for idleness 
and horror of work that the 
highest bid for him was only 
$6.50. The bid was made by 
Wm. Griffith, who must provide 
for him for the time he is in ser
vitude. Marcum is 27 yeare old 
and a member of a well-known 
family. United States Court 
Commissioner .fames B. Marcum 
is his uncle. The young man 
was tried at the last term of court 
and the jury decided he should 
be sold into servitude.

Here is Texas:
Rice fields whose area equals 

that of Connecticut, cane patches 
as big as New Hampshire, corn 
fields bigger than Maine, water
melon patches bigger than Rhode 
Island, cotton fields greater in 
combined area than that of the 
whole area of the New England 
states. Here’s where we have 
snow covered plains in the north
ern part of the State while we eat 
vegetables at Christmas tide in 
south Texas, where the hum of 
the sawmill in the east vies with 
the lowing of fat cattle in the 
west 600 miles away, and where 
peace, plenty and prosperity 
gently slmuber beneath the sod 
awaiting the plowshare of enter
prise, energy and push.—Lock
hart Post.
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M en of ÖaK
Timbers of oak keep the old 

homestead standing through 
tlie years. It pays to use the 
right stuff.

“ Men of oak ” are men in 
rugged health, men whose 
bodies are made of the sound
est materials.

Childhood is the time to lay 
the foundation for a sturdy con
stitution that will last for years.

Scott’s Emulsion is the right 
'tuff.

.Scott’s Emulsion stimulates 
t .e grow ing powers of children, 
•lelps them build a firm 
i )undation for a sturdy consti- 
tntiuii.

S o l i d  f o r  f r e e  s a m p l e .

c c o r r  Jt B O W N E .  c h e m i s t s ,  
i J ) '  I ’a a r l  S tr e e t ,  New Y o rk .

I 3 1 . 0 0 :  a ll  d r u « i { l s t s .

Notice to Physicians of Taylor Co.
Ploase call or send to my office 

for blanks upon which to make 
re|)orts under the late law estab
lishing a State Bureau of Vital 
Stati.itic.s. This law is now in 
force and a penalty of not lesa 
than five nor more than fifty 
dollars for each failure to‘ make 
such rc|)ort is prescribed by said 
law. Blanks will be furnished 
free of charge.

S. I I .  tiAKRISOK, 
County Clerk, Taylor County.

Hughes iV Co’s float team took 
a spin and created pandemonium 
for a few moments on Front 
.Street Tuesday evening. Start
ing in at Warren’s corner they 
paralleled the railroad for about 
.‘iUO yards, striking on the route 
and slightly demolishing a bug
gy. a wagon, a horse and one of 
the trees in fn»nt of Warren’s. 
One of the horses became tangl
ed in the harness and fell, or 
they would have no doubt been 
going yeti

Sterling Miller, who returned 
to Dallas a few days aĝ >, has se
cured a position in a shoe store, 
which will be g(K)d news to his 
young friends.

A WORD TO FARM TOILERS.

PAINE S CELERY 

COMPOUND
The Home Friend of the  

Farm er and His Fam ily , '
Alter the Ialx>rsand toikof the summer time, 

and harvesting of crops in the early autrnnn, 
many of our fanners, their wives, dau^btcis, 
and sons, find themselves in a condition of 
health demanding careful attention if suffering 
is tu 1« avoided later on. Many experience 
kidney trouble in some form; with some the 
liver is torpid; there is biliousness, nausea, and 
vomiting, with loss of appetite and depression 
of spirits. 'Iliousands who have been exposed 
to cold, damp winds and rains while toiling in 
the harvest fields, now feel the twinges of 
terrible rheumatism; others run down bjr 
worry, overwork, and irregular dieting, are 
tornwnted with the pangs of dyspepsia.

To the thousands of run down, sickly, and 
half dead men and women in farm homes we 
recommend with all honesty and confidence 
the worker's friend, Paine’s Celery Compound, 
the only medicine that can quickly and fully 
restore strength to the weak body and vigor to 
the muscles. Paine’s Celery Compound tones 
the stomach; it removes poisonous acids from 
the blood which cause rheumatism; H feeds 
the weak and diseased nerves and banishes 
neuralgic tortures; it purifies the blood and 
gives true vitality and life. The use of Paine’s 
( elery Compound in autumn OKsns the estab- 
lisliing of a perfect phymal vigor to withstand 
the rigors of a severe winter.

D I A M O N D  D Y E S
fof chUdrcn'iclotfxsaramoal stwIesaM«. T Imv 
color coots, espss, ribbons, slocfclaes,
as writ as Stssms. No otfasr 4yta  squat Dfs- 
•Bond Dv*s In vsrislv sf ustsi tb«v nsvtr 
dtsaspolnt.
Wo hsvs s  sporial dopartowol of odvtco, and 
will aotwor fraa aav qaasUoBS aboul dyataf. 
Head ssnpio of (uoos wboo poaalbla.

iHrortlu« book aod 4S djrod samplaa frot. 
l>lAMO.VI> I>YKU, BurOact««. Vt.

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let
ter office Apr. 1. When call
ing for them please state adver
tised.

Mattie R. W itt, P . M. 
Brown, K J  
Haflick, 8  A 
Knott, H W (2)
James, D 
James, Henry 
Norwood, Miss Mattie 
Lane, D
Owen, Mrs Ibbie 
Pippin, A B 
Slayton, C M 
Sheppard. Harrison 
Sharp, A C 
Tunnell, J  B 
Young, 8  D 
Sanches, Tsidro (2)

Of Interest to Physicians.
KLsewhere in this issue is a 

card to physicians calling atten
tion to the new law creating a 
board of health and vital statis
tics. Ftir the benefit of those not 
acquanted with the law we print 
it below in full, as follows:

Section 2. .All physicians, 
surgeons or accoucheurs who 
may attend at the birth of a child, 
or in the absence of such attend
ance, either parent of the child 
shall report the fact to the Clerk 
of the County Court, together 
with the race to which the child 
belongs, and whether legitimate 
or otherwise, of foreign or native 
parents,after said birth occurs, 
under penalty of five dollars for 
each failure to do so; to be col
lected as other fines for misde
meanors are.

All physicians, surgeons, ac
coucheurs and coroners oognixant 
of a death, shall report the same, 
together with the race, nativity, 
sex, age, residence, whether alien 
or citizen, and the cause of death, 
to the Clerk of the County Court, 
within ten days after the occur
rence, under a penalty of not 
less than five dollars, nor more 
than fifty dollars for each failure 
to do so; this data to be recorde<i 
a.H a part of the vital statistics of 
the county and State, and the 
Clerk of the County Court shall 
be paid by the county twenty- 
five cents for each birth or death 
so recorded, and he shall report 
all these data to the department 
of public health and vital statis
tics. In default of so reporting 
he shall be fined not less than 
fifty dollars for each offense.

The fact that there is no pro
vision for or system of preserv
ing the vital statistics of the 
State creates an emergency and 
an imperative public necessity 
that the constitutional rule re
quiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended and 
that this act take effect and be 
enforced from and after its pas
sage, and it is so enacted.

Merkel School Tax Wins.
At an election held Saturday 

in the Merkel independent school 
district, a special school tax of 
25 cents was voted by a large 
majority, nearly four to one. 
This, with the S8,000 school 
building, demonstrates the edu
cational sentiments of Merkel, 

Merkel is moving and no bet
ter evidence of her advancement 
is needed than the result of this 
election.—Daily Reporter.

The Mail has received a copy 
of the song “The Flag With the 
Single Star,’’ composed “ in 
memory of the heroes of San J a 
cinto,” by Mrs. Nettie P. Hous
ton Bringhurst, the youngest 
daughter of Gen. Sam Houston. 
Compliments of Thoa. Goggan A 
Bros.

A Great Sensation.
There was a big sensation in 

Leesville, Ind. when W. H. 
Brown of that place, who was 
expected to die, had his life sav
ed by Dr. King’s New Discovery | 
for Consumption. He writes:' 
“ I endured insufferable agoniesi 
from Asthma but your New Dis
covery gave me immediate re - 1  
lief and soon thereafter effected | 
a complete cure. Similar cures 
of Consumption, Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis ane Grip are numer
ous. It’s the peerless remedy I 
for all throat and lung troubles. 
Price 50c, and Sl.(X). Guaran
teed by Rust A Pittard, Druggist. 
Trial bottles free.

ITCHERINE. Cures
OR YOUR MONEY BACK.

SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.

Bass Bros. Dru^f
Abilene, Texas.
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OLD D A R K E Y  W AS P U Z Z LED .

But He Knew It Must Have Been a 
Political Speech,

ConKressiiiaii .Moon of Tennessee, 
has a line farm in North Oeorgia, 
which he utilizes as a summer home.

The Ke|Miblleans of the section 
once Invited a Tennessee speaker to 
address them. That kind of a speech | 
was an innovation in the neighbor- ' 
hood, and the colored section in par* I 
tlcular was mystitled by the spell* 
binder’s remarks. I

The next day a ne^ro who was ' 
workiux for .IndKe .Moon said to him: ' 
“Jndxe. does you know Mistuh Blank, 
whut lives up ter ('hattuuooKa*"

“Oh, yes," answered the JndKe, “I 
know him mlKbly well Why? What 
about htni?” .

“Nudln, snh. ’i > plin’ be made a big | 
speech oveh at Kllnislone las’ night.’’ 

“Is that so? Wbal was he speak* 
ing about’?“

“1 doan’ hardly know. sub. des I
whut he was a speakiu' erlKUit ”  

“Well, was it a leeture :i political 
8pee<-h. or what?"

“I doai.’ know des 'xactly. suh; I
but 1 reckon it mils' a be’n a |>ertitl* I 
cal speech, kase he ’bused de white 
folks a right smaht.” ,

ELLIOTT & MILLER
DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We. keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 

Kclip.se wood mill, Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort
ment of pumps, piping from *4 to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

r Y

Burton-Lin^o Co.,
L u m b e r  D e a le r s ,

MerKel, Texas.

Not So Pressing. '
“ Mehltabcl,’ said Archibald, "now I 

that w e arc «'tigagcd w e should liave ' 
no sw refs from »‘¡ich i»tber, slmiild we, 
dear?”

“No," replied .Mehltabel, after she 
had assured hcnself that her mober 
was nut listening in Ibe next mom 

“Well, then,” he said, “do please 
tell me Just how old you are”

“With pleasure." said .Mehltabel. 
“But first, .Archibald, please tell me 
Just how much you get a week.”

Archibald pondered His mind ran 
ahead into the future.

“Forgive me, .Mehltabel," he re
sponded, “it was none of my biisinese 
to ask”

Chire:,e Trade No Good. 
roiii|iaie<l with tiiir \ast trade with 

E u r o p e  I hat with I’blna will never be 
m o re  Ilian a diop in the bucket The 
Chinese trade is nol now a dollar per 
capita, and it is .safe to say that It will 
never reach the double of that major* 
Ity The fact is that the people are 
very isror. They raise barely enough 
of the necessities of life to live on. 
They dwell In hovels. They have 
little live stock, and man Is the ordi
nary beast of burden, says ex-Mlnister 
Denbv

W orms! W H IT E ’S  C R EA M
VERMIFUGE

Holt la < dUIt . Bm IIb I

For 20 Yurt Hat Ltd ill Worn Ronodlot. V
.TJOri

.Prepared by- JAME8 F. BALLARD, Ot. LoulS.<

For^Sale b y  B u r r o u g h s  A M a n n , Merkel, Tex.

$10,000 TO BE DISTRIBUTED. Complete information aa to the
--------  ¡conditions of this contest, to-

St. Louis Republic Offers Fourteen | gether with blanka will be found 
Splendid Rewards to Sub- | in the Daily, Sunday and Twice- 

soribers. | a-week editions of The Republic
An interesting announcement I  from April 2 until April 29, 1003,

appears in that great metmpoli- 
tan new.spaper. The St. Louis 
Republic, in the form of a profit- 
sharing offer to any one now a 
subscriber or willing to become a 
subscriber of the Republic. A

or will be mailed to any one up
on application. All communica
tions and estimates should bead- 
dressed to The Republic Profit- 
Sharing Bureau, Call Box 201, 
St. Louis, Mo.

English Women Who Smoke.
Shakespeare's playb were produced 

originally in theaters filled with 
smoke from cOdifth's*'pthfir.  ̂So gen- 4XX) 
eral was the passion for smoking that 
boys at that time made a living by 
lighting the pipes of smokers with 
burning reals. In the playhouse the 
smoker lit his pipe at the footlights 
or handed matches round on the point 
of his rapier—the only use. said Ben 
.Tonson, to which the gallants of that 
day dare put their swords. Ladies 
smoked in theaters without fear or 
shame a phase of siK-ial manners 
which seems to be reviving. “A titled 
lady of high degree whose name would 
make this story seem Incredible,’’ 
says a London newspaper, “smokes 
cigarettes after lunch in a restaurant 
in Bund street, and another lady of 
title, who caused astonishment by 
asking for a smoking C4>mpartment at 
Waterloo, explained by Informing the 
stationm astsr that she was going to 
«moka.”

Homes Near at Hand.
We will cut up and place on 

the market in quantities to suit 
homeseekers the entire Herndon 
Ranch consisting of about 12,- 
000 acres near Kskota, and will 
sell at reasonable prices and on 
good terms.

Sales will begin about the 1st 
of July. Watch and make your 
selection in time. For particu
lars call on or address

Beall A Beall, Agts.,
Ot Sweetwater, Texas.

big sum of S10,000 is to be paid , Special Train and Muaic for the 
in rewards for* good judgement! "  *'
and skill. It is possible to earn 
all tho way from 810 up U» 85,-

U. C. V.
The Texas Jr Pacific Railway

The Republic’s subscribers
are invited to estimate upon the 
number of admissions to the 
World’s Fair grounds upon the 
occasion of the grand dedicatorj’ 
ceremonies, April 30, 1903, of 
the Louisiana Purchase Kxjx)- 
sition. The subscriber whose
estimate comes nearest the offi
cial record will receive 85,000; 
the next one will get 82,500, and 
an additional sum of 82,500 will 
be divided in rewards ranging 
from 81,000 down to 810 among 
those whose estimates most near
ly approximate the official record 
of admissions. A payment of 
87.80 will provide for the delivery 
of* the Daily and Sunday Re
public for not less than one year, 
or 85 will pay for six annual sub
scriptions to the Twice-a-week 
Republic, and if the remittance 
is received on or before 4 p. m. 
of April 29, 1903, the person 
sending it can make six esti
mates. More estimates may be 
made by extending a subscription 
beyond a year, or by organizing 
a club and inducing o thors to 
8ubscril)e.

Advertising is the 
success in every busin

à

Company will run a special train 
which will be accompanied by the 
Harris .fflvenile Band (25 in 
number) who will furnish music 
en route. This Special train will 
leave Fort Worth SuCi^ay,'^May 
17th at 11:15 a. m. and Dallas at 
12:30 p. m., arriving at New 
Orleans next morning for break
fast.

Reduced round trip rates will 
be in effect to New Orleans. For 
particulars address any agent or 
K. P. Turner, general passenger 
agent, Dallas, H. P. Hughes, 
traveling passenger agent, Fort 
Worth.

\

Save The Loved Ones.
Mrs. Mary A. Vliet, Newcastle, 

Colo., writes: “ I believe Bal
lard’s Horehound Syrup is sup
erior to any other cough medi
cine, and will do all that is claim
ed for it, and is so pleasant to 
take. My little girl wants to take 
it when she has no need for it.” 
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup is 
the great cure for all pulmonary 
ailments. 25c, 50c and 81.00 at 
Burroughs A Mann’s.

- J

secret of
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Merkel Lodge No. 710, 
A. F. *  A. M., meets 
Saturday night on or 
before the full mtH)n in 
each month.

J .  A. Leeman, W. M. 
S. M. Sewell, Sec.

Photos.
We are still moking photos at 

old stand for Ic each and up, and 
open every day (except Sunday). 
We work as cheap as anyone re
gardless of prices.

Barnhill Jt wife.

There is a vast amount of gen
uine comfort in the vicinity of 
Burroughs A* Mann’s soda fount.

For Sale—Full blooded Silver 
Lace Wyandott eggs, 81.15 per 
13 delivered at Merkel.
4t )<:. ( ’. Bi)well,

We mix and make all the latest 
and best drinks. Come and see.

Burntughs A Mann.

Trustee Election.
On the first Satunlay in May 

is the time for the election of 
school trustees, and notices have 
been posted U) that effect. .1. T. 
Warren, I. S. Allen, .1. C. Cal
vert and T. J .  Coggin are the 
present trustees whose terms ex
pire. The Mad believes that 
these men can be persuaded t«> 
accept another term on the lx»ard 
and it moves that tehy be unani
mously chosen to succeed them
selves. As a rule no set of men 
can give perfect satisfaction jn 
school matters, but these men 
are broad and liberal in their 
views and have an eye single U) 
the good of the s c Ik k ) ! .

I..et all pull t4)gether hence
forth to the end that the school 
may grow and prosper as never 
before.

Let Bummghs & Mann sell 
you your fishing tackle, ¡>ole8, 
etc. A nice line.

Too Great a Risk.
A reliable remedy for Iwwel 

complaints should always be 
kept at hand. The risk is too 
great for anyone to take. Cham
berlain’s Colic, Cholera and l>i- 
arrhoe Remedy never fails and 
when reduced with water is 
pleasant to take. ' For sale by 
Burrougs A Mann.

Now'’s the time to kill the dogs 
and we have the carlxm to do it 
with. Burroughs A Mann.

f r H E D T O R D ’s '
IB U d -D IU U G in i
I THE <miOINAL 
lUVER MEDICINI

A m IIow complexion, dizziness,' 
biliousness and a coated tongue 
are common indications of liver 
and kidney diseases. Stomacb and 
bowel troubles, severe as they are, 
give immediate warning by pain, 
out liver and kidnev troubles, 
though less painful at the start, are 
much harder to cure. Thedford's 

.ack-Draught never fails to bene- 
iitdiseased Fiver and weakened kid
neys. It stirs up the torpid liver 
to throw off the germs of fever and 
ague. It is a certain preventive 
of cholera and bright's disease of 
the kidneys. Witn kidneys re
inforced by Thedford's lilack* 
Draught thousands of persons have 
dwelt immune in the midst of yel
low fever. Many families live in 
periect health and have no other 
doctor than Thedford's Black- 
Drai^ht. It is always on hand for 
use in an emergency and saves 
many expensive calls of a doctor.

MuMm, S. C, March 10,1901. 
I have wed Thedford's Black.Dm^ 
far three years «dikavc aet hadtoge 
toadeder siaee I have bean taking It 
It Is ^  best HMdicinc far me that Is 
an the market far Hver and kidney 

traaMcf and dytpeniia and other 
^ cempleints. ^v. A. G. LEWS.

Notice. ^
Drfl. Leeman A King’s office in 

Burroughs A Mann’s drug store. 
Calls answered day and night, 
both in town and in the country.

Catarrah made a specialty. 
Hemorrhoids (piles) cured with
out the ordinary danger of the 
knife, no loss of time, no blood.

The A lc o h o l  or W h is l k y  
HABITS, Opium, Morphine, 
Cocane, Chloral; in fact, ull drug 
habits cured, and you at your 
own homes and at your usual 
vocation. No loss of time; no 
railroad fare; no hotel expenses.

Call and see us; it will cost 
you nothing.

We will furnish you a trial 
treatment absolute free at your 
request, provided you will prom -1 
ise to follow directions.

Leeman A King.

Who wants to rent a good five 
rcMim house in Merkel—conveni
ent to school, giMid barn, lots and 
garden, five acres of land, well i 
and wind mill. For particciars 
see Basham, Shepherd A Co.

Walks Without Crutches. I
I was much afflicted with scia

tica, writes Kd. C. Nud, lowa- 
ville, .Sedgwick Co., Kan.,| 
“ going about on crutches and I 
suffering a deal of pain. I was 
induced to try Ballaru’s Snow 
Liniment, which relieved me. I 
used three 50c Ixittles. It is the 
greatest liniment I ever used; 
have recommended it to a num
ber of persons, all express them
selves as being benefitted by it.
I now walk without crutohes, 
able to perform a great deal of 
light labor on the farm.’’ 25c, 
50c and 81.00 at B4.>urn>ughs A 
Mann’s.

Roosevelt The Dictator.
It is evident that President I 

Roosevelt regards himself as 
“ the biggest prop<»sition’’ there 
is in the government or the whole 
country. The New York World j 
calls attention to the fact that 
he, with the assistance of the i 
United States army, has closed! 
the Yellowstone National Park! 
for his own personal and private! 
use for a period of sixteen days, | 
and during that time no Ameri- ' 
can citizens or tourist will be al
lowed within its confines. The ; 
day after the president’s arrival ' 
at the park a newspaper corres- 

! pondent accompanied by a faith
ful dog attempted to enter it, but 
was promtly arrested and his dog 
who was utterly ignorant of the 
fact that he was in any sense a 
trespasser, was shot. It would 
have been less cruel, perhaps, 
had the park authorities shot the ! 
correspondent and arrested the 
dog, because the former was 
guilty of less majeste in enter
ing the park after notice had 
been served upon the whole 
world that Theodore the Great 
would monopolize it for sixteen 
days and put in the time shoot
ing the wild mountain lions that 
roam and roar through its can
yons. Some doubt has been ex
pressed as to the 'right of the 
president to set apart a national 
park for his exclusive use for 
any period of time, but this is a 
matter that does not give the 
mighty Theodore the least con
cern. When he desires to have 
his family enjoy a sea trip the 
secretary of the navy is ordered 
ta place a gunboat at their dis
posal and the expenses are paid 
out of the navel appropriatioa. 
During his stay in the Yellow
stone National Park he will, of 
course, see the great geyser and 
we are quite sure that as he 
gazes upon it sadly he will ex
claim- “ There is the only thing 
on this earth that can beat me 
spouting.”—New Orleans States.

9

J .  T . W A R R E N .  R /t£S .
Q E O .  S .  B E R R Y .  CASHlCIt.

G. F . W E S T .  V i c e  F^es.
T. A . J O H N S O N .  A 8 8 T .  CA8HIE8.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK.
M ER KEL. TEX A S.

C A P IT A L  FU LLY  PAID IN 
S H A R E H O L D E R S ’ L IA B IL IT IE S  
S U R P L U S  AND UN DIVIDED P R O F IT S

TOTAL

$  50,000.00
50.000. 00
14.000 . 00

$1 14,000.00

W E S O L I C I T  Y O U R  P A T R O N A G E .
A Prominent Minister Recommends

Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera 
and Diarrhoea Remedy.

Rev. Francis J .  Davidson, 
pastor of the St. Matthew Bap- j 
tint church and president of the i 
Third District Baptist Associa
tion, 2731 Second St., New Or- j 
leans, writes as follows: “ 1 !
have used Chamberlain’s Colic, | 
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy 
for cramps and pains in the 
stomach and found it excellent. 
It is in fact the best cramp and | 
colic remedy I have ever used. 
Also several of my parishioners 
have used it with equally satis
factory results.” For sale by 
Burroughs A Mann.

We have bought the old school: 
building and will sell the lumber 
cheap in any amount wanted.

J .  H. Hughes A Co.

Cool off if you can ; if you I 
can’t, try a whiff of Burroughs A | 
Mann’s fount. .Ml late drinks.

It will S4>on be time to employ ' 
teachers for the fall terms of i 
school and we admonish trustees , 
to give all the law allows. The i 
poorest paid class of workers on i 
this earth today is the school j 
teachers, and we favor a law ; 
giving them a better salary, even 
if trimming has to be done some 
where else. The majority of the 
people do not seem to realize the 
important part the teacher has to 
play in the forming of character 
in their children, the necessity of 
having teachers not only with 
the right kind of literary attain
ments but moral as well. The 
labor, the expense of keeping 
abreast of the times, and the un
certainty of holding a school 
makes teaching one of the most 
undesirable occupations we know 
of and the low salary is driving 
many of the best teachers out of 
the profession—and we cannot 
see how it can help from doing 
otherwise.—Wills Point Chroni
cle.

Dave Wat Ail Right.
Bmlrd S u r

‘Twas a shrewd old farmer 
spake the other day while he 
combed from beard and hair the 
seedlets of the hay: “ Our Fred
die is a business man, and mak
ing piles in soap; Kzekiel is a 
doctor an’ feeds the people dope. 
Our Mary Ann is pretty an’ full 
of education. She bagged a 
dude from town who’s rich as all 
creation; Henry’s a preacher 
an’ runs a gospel shop; Pete’s a 
politician, an’ climbin’ to the top. 
Willum is industrous—he stays 
with marm—an’ me an’ him an’ 
her get livin’ from the farm. 
But, Dave! It really seems Dave 
never had no sense. Hecoulden't 
take a hammer an’ pound nails 
in the fence. But marm, she’s 
not despairen’ ; or if she is she 
don’t show it. She says: ‘You

i Implements...
FOR TH E  
FARM;

I

Plows,
Cultivators, 
Planters,
Hoes,
Rakes,
Plow Points,
Etc., etc.

Queens ware. 
Glassware,
Stoves, Ranges, 
Lamps, Cutlery,
Etc., etc.

\

Nothing but Dependable Goods

W. H. Dickson \

FOR TH E  
HOME:

leave that Dave alone; he’s fixin’ 
to be a poet!’ ”

Odd Fellowt’ Pionio.
The Odd Fellows will hold their 

anniversary picnic at Borders 
Chappel Saturday, and the fol
lowing program has been ar
ranged ;

Our 84th Anniversary, or a 
tribute to the founders of the 
order, by T. A. Bledsoe, of Abi
lene.

Odd Fellowship, its principles 
and its objects, by, L. A. Dale, 
Abilene.

“ Only a badge,” by Miss Em
ma K. Totten, of Abilene.

The future of the order in the 
light of history, by Prof. W. H. 
White of Buffalo Gap.

A short talk by B . J .  Riney, of 
Nubia.

Music will be furnished by a 
band under the leadership of 
Prof. Freeman.

Ice cream, lemonade, soda wa
ter, good well water, and plenty 
of shade.

Everybody invited to come 
and bring dinner. Committee.

Try reading The Mail. /

A Demonstration of What Chamber
lain’s Colic, Cholera and Di
arrhoea Remedy Can Do.

“ One of our customers, a high
ly respected citizen of this place, 
had been for ten years a sufferer 
from chronic diarrhoea,” writes 
Walden A Martin, druggists, of 
Enterprise, Ala. “ He had used 
various patent preparations and 
been treated by physicians with
out any permanent benefit. A 
few months ago he commenced 
taking Chamberlain’s Colic, 
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy 
and in a short time was entirely 
cured. Many citezens of Enter
prise who know the gentleman 
will testify to the truthfulness of 
this statement.” For sale by 
Burroughs A Mann.

We notice that a young lady 
by the name of Miss Merkel and 
a Mr. Smith were recently mar
ried at Terrell. That fellow cer
tainly has a peach.

Mrs. Woodrum, who is a sister 
of G. W. Boyce, arrived this 
week from Missouri and will 
make this her home. She has 
an interesting family, and the 

oung ladies should receive ' 
hearty welcome.



^  Come and Look,
The loudest voices can 

be heard at the greatest 
distance, but it is the 
soundest argument that 
creates the BEST IM
PRESSION.

W e do our talking by our merit. W e want you to listen and 

profit thereby. There^s as much in it for you as there is for us. 
Our audience of customers is growing each day. Come join the 

ranks. W e now have our full spring stock open for your inspection 

and can say it is the L A R G E S T  and B E S T  we have ever shown^ 

and it will pay you to take a look through the store.
Anything in D R Y  GOODS and G R O C ER IES.

»»J. 0 . HAMILTON
U/>e F a rm e r’s C olum n.

I ^
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Interestini^ Item s P erta in in g  to th e  F arm  
F arm  L ife , F ro m  O u r  F x cK a n ^ e s .

an d

exception being last year when 
the season did not agree with 

i one of the varieties planted. Of 
[ course a separate breeding patch 
; of each should be planted everj’ 
year, as the mixture should be 

I planted for seed.

The best is always the cheap
est everywhere and nowhere 
more than on the farm. Aim to 
keep the best horses, the best 
cattle, the be.st sheep, the best 
hogs, the best poultry, the neat
est and most commodious 
buildings—in fact the best of all 
things obtainable.

♦ ♦♦ ♦
Do things regularly. Have a 

regular time to feed, a regular 
time to mik, a regular time to 
plant, sow and reap. System is 
everj’thing, on the farm or else
where.

♦ ♦♦ ♦
You will not he prospenius as 

long as you sell hay, grain and 
straw off the farm, instead of 
turning it into meat, cheese and 
butter an̂ l increasing the supply 
of manure.

♦ ♦♦ ♦
, Show us a farm where white-

 ̂ wash and the paint brush are 
never used and we will show you 
a place where everything, in
cluding the owner, is “ run down 
at the heels.”

If you don’t take pleasure in 
your work it will lag and become 
a burden to you, you will find no 
enjoyment in life, no prosp»erity, 
no happiness and become a dead 
weight to yourself as well as 
others.

Hogs sold at Fort Worth last 
week at $7.(i0 per 100 pounds. 
At ten per cent less than this 
how can a farmer afford to raise 
no hogs for sale?

♦ ♦
If you breed from scrubs you 

will have only scrubs on your 
place. Get the best, even if costs 
considerable, and by degrees 
bring your herd up to the point 
where they will command the 
best prices.

t X
It requires but comparatively 

little capital to stock a farm with 
hogs, and it takes them but a 
short time to convert the crop in
to money. For this reason ho^- 
raising is a prohtable occupation 
for the man of limited means. 
The porker can be pastured a 
good part of the spring and sum
mer and marketed in October, 
after passing through the fat- 

penning process.

M)d garden will  ̂ supply

more food for the farmer’s table 
than five times the same area 
planted to any of the o^dinAl*y 
farm crops. A half-acre of good 
land carefully planted to garden 
and well cultivated will pn>duce 
an abundant supply of fresh 
vegetables for a family of five 
persons from the time the first 

; early radishes are ready for use 
i till the frost kills the tomato vines 
i in the fall. The question of 
quality of the vegetables should 
be considered bfeore their p ro 
ductiveness. There is plenty of 
room for a garden on any farm, 
and its location should be con
sidered before that of any of the 
farm crops.

i ♦  ♦1
The Culture of Cotton.

i The best methods of cultiva
ting cotton are dealt with in a 
lenghty bulletin recently issued 
by the Georgia Experiment 
Station. It discusses the proper 
selection ôf varieties,' of seed and 
fertilizers and the distance be
tween the rows and hills. In the 
selection of varieties, farmers are 
recommended to stick to a kind 
which averages well year after 
year for their main crop and to 
try the promising new varieties 
on a moderate scale only. In the 
selection of seed much may be 
done by the individual farmer, 
just as in any other crop. The 
best of the best plants shoud be 
selected in the field. The main 
product of the best stalks should 
be used to plant a seed patch and 
the seeds from the few selected 
first choice bolls to plant the next 
breeding patch.

Perhaps the most interesting 
experiments tried at the' station 
are with mixed seed. The plan 
is to mix the seeds of two varie
ties, one early and the other 
late, both of which usually do 
well, in order to lengthen the 
season and utilize the full capac
ity of the soil. This experiment 
has been tried with various dif
ferent varieties for several years, 
and nearly always with marked 
success. The method followed 
is to plant five rows of each 
variety separately nad then five 
of the mixture of the two and 
repeat this process until an acre 
is planted, thus giving a good 
basis for the judgement of their 
value. The resulting yield has 
nearly always been greatly in 
^Ijvor of the mixture, the only

Apply Business Principals on Farm.
It has been the custom of farm

ers in all ages to give nearly all 
of their thought and labor to the 
production of crops, and rarely 
trouble their minds about dis
posing of the wealth they pro
duce. The result has always 
been, that although farmers pro
duce most of the wealth of the 
country', those who handle their 
products make more profit out 
of them than those who produce 
them. It is only recently that 
farmers have l>een brought U> see 
this fact and b) realize that they 
must not only be farmers, but 
businessmen as well; that busi
ness methods and business prin
ciples must be combined with 
industry and agricultural skill, 
for otherwise their fate will be 
worse than before the business 
methods of business men had de
veloped so much shrewdness and 
ability, as is now demonstrated 
in every trade center. These 
conditions must be remedied. 
The farmers cannot look to others 
for assistance, for these others 
want present conditions to con
tinue, for these conditions exactly 
suits their ideas of fairness. They 
will not even aid him by advice 
that might not be financially 
profitable to themselves. . Far
mers must apply the same busi
ness principles to their business 
that business men apply to theirs. 
They must in this process invoke 
thought, business qualification 
and organization. They must 
not, as heretofore, permit others 
to do their financial thinking for 
them, because the plan has not 
worked well.—Farm <fc Ranch.

Girls, do you khow, or did you 
ever stop to think, that more than 
half the young fellows who try to 
make a mash on you would rath
er help you to go to hell than to 
assist you to rise in the world and 
become a virtuous woman? It’s 
a fact, brutal as it is, and though 
it may be hard to say. The 
young man who apprqaches you 
with respect may not be as flip as 
the other fellow, but you may be 
sure his intentions are good and 
that he would rather help you be 
a good girl than lead you to be a 
bad one. The yonug man whose 
motives are honest will not make 
cracks at you on the streets nor 
use language in your presence 
that would cause a really modest 
lady to blush. The young man

who works, hustles, pays his 
debts and acts like a gentleman 
is the man for you. The young 
man who never w'orks—except 
when he works somebody for a 
loan—but always looks nice, 
spends his days in idle josh and 
his nights over a game he can 
never learn to play, makes cracks 

I at you in public and gabs alx)ut 
I how you are stuck on him his 
associates, is a good fellow to 
keep away from. If you don’t 
think this advice worth anything, 
wait a few days and maybe you’ll 
change your mind.—Manson 
Democrat.

Teach Your Child to do Something.
Every child, no matter what 

its financial prospects may be, 
sh(»uld be brought up to some 
useful busine.ss pursuit, in which 
the surplus animal energies may 
be profitably and regularly ex
pended. This seems absolutely 
imperative, not only to insure the 
safety of the child, itself, but for

the protection of society as well.
The neglect of this]'duty has 
caused many sons of well-to-do 
parents to turn out anything but 
a credit to their family. The 
teaching of the manual arts, in 
connection with school studies, 
will in many instances, help to 
decide the future work of the 
student, as thus will the “ bent” 
of his genius be developed, and 
his life work be indicated. The 
Ijand and head should be trained 
together.—Ex.

“ I am nut much of a mathemat- 
’ ician,” said the cigarrette, “ but 
I can add to a man’s nervous 
troubles, I can subtract from his 

j physical energy, I can multiply 
; his aches and pains, I can divide A 
i his mental powers, I can take ^  
interest from his work and dis
count his chances for success.”— 
Exchange.

Farmers complain that it is 
just a little bit too dry for cotton 
planting.

r
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WHAT’S IN A 
NAME?

Shakespeare said, A 
rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet; but when it 
comes to PLOWS

John Deere and 
Standard Plows

stand for all that is good in the plow 
line. Better get the best Plows and 
Farm Implements if you want the 
best results. Their

Riding Planter
is a winner for 1003. Prices Right, 
Goods right.

I
GEO. L. PAXTON,

ABILENE, TEXAS.
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