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The Star Store
Dry Goods, 
Notions, 
Clothing, 
Shoes 
and Hats.

MERKEL, 
T E X A  S.

I

P. S. We have just receiv
ed a shipment of New Spring 
Qinghams. Call and see them

LEADERS OF LOW PRICESI

were converted early in life. We 
made other acquaintances among 
the ministry, but there w h s  one 
whose memory we always cher
ished with peculiar respect and 
love, and wdioso name was a 
household w’ord.

“ One evening I brought a let- 
I ter from the post office, addressed 
' to my w’ife. I threw it into her 
lap. She was sitting just where ̂ 
she is now. Unfolding my eve-' 
ning paper, I began to read,' 
when I was startled by a sob.' 
I looked up, and saw that she 
was w'eeping, and still holding 
that letter in her hand. In great 
alarm, I inquired what had hap
pened. ‘John,’ she said, ‘George 

_ Bicknell has been superannuate.! 
at conference. His health has 

' broken down, he never can take 
another a|X)intment. He has no 
Tiome, no money, nothing but the 
scanty allowance from the con- 

: ference fund.’ And then she 
, came over and sat by my side.
: ‘John,’ she said, ‘you know what ‘ 
a blessing he has been to us. 1 
have one re«|uest to make. You i 
have a house in this town for rent, i

I
Let it be vacated. Let me fur- . 
nish it. I will write to him this 
very day and tell him all about I 
it.’ i
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Use Hospitality.
Looking at my watch, and 

finding it was after midnight, I 
arose to retire. My host w'as a 
lawyer of eminence and of long 
and varied experience, and his 
conversation had been so full of 
interest that the hours had slip
ped, unheeded, by. The home 
which had received me as a guest.

“ In thirty days the superannu-: —
ated came with his family and j • 
took |X)session of their home.
He rallied some, but after a few
months, consumption did its work.

He stood leaning against the rude around to see

would invite the preacher to din
ner. Some in the congregation 
shook hands with him, but after 
awhile I was left alone with him.

pulpit with a tired look upon his ' going. 1 sat
face, and 1 thought, also ^hade hand, fearing he

! of disappointment. | might have some lingering an-
“ There w’asa hotel at the place, | xiety about his family. As I saw 

but Methodist preachers had no J him looking from one U) another
of the little group, 1 whispered, 
George,don’tbe troubled. I’ll take 
care of them all.’ The look he 
gave me paid me over for all I 
had ever done for him, and left

an abounding hospitality, the 
church never ebUld have been 
planted in this great west. I ap- 
{iroached him, shook his hand.

was in a beautiful western city.'* money to go to hotels. Without 
It was one of those in Methodism, 
where hospitality is dispensed as 
if iq fulfillment of a di\nne com
mand, and where you feel a w’el- 
come in the very atmosphere; 
where the coming of a guest 
makes no trouble, and house
hold affairs move calmly on—and 
everybody, even down to the dog 
who lays his chin on your knee, 
with a welcoming wag of his tail 
and a friendly glance of his eye- 
seems disposed to contribute to 
your entertainment, and make 
you forget that you came a stran
ger.

Taking the lawyer by the hand 
I said, “ My brotner you are a 
happy man. You have been 
successful in your profession; 
wealth has flowed in upon you—  
your family have good health—  
your children all have been con
verted to God—your son-in-laws 
are honorable young men— noth
ing is lacking to make you grate
ful and happy.’’ “ Well,” said 
the lawyer, “ all my good forutne 
began by inviting a Methodist 
preacher home to dinner with me.
Sit down and I will tell you about 
it: Many years ago, when this
was a new country and sparsel y 
populated, there came to the 
settlement where I lived, news 
that on the following Sabbath the 
Methodist circuit rider would 
preach. It was a rare event, and 
the congregation was very good.
I was unconverted, but wicked as 
I was, 1 could not help feeling 
great regard for those historic it
inerants who, on poor pay and 
fare, planted the church in this 
wflderness. There were but few 
Methodist here, and after the ser
mon I watched to see if any one

and said, ‘1 am a sinner, sir, but our original debt still uncan- 
if you will go home with me, my 
wife and I will be glad to take 
care of you.’

“ He gladly accepted my invi
tation. His horse was soon in 
my little barn, and 
sitting at my table

celled.
“ And so it came that all my 

earthly prosperity, as well as 
spiritual, began with that invi
tation to a weary intinerant to 

the preacher | come to dinner with me.” 
and seemed I As we separated for the night, 

from the first perfectly at home. ' two passages from the word of 
As long as he was on the circuit, ' the Lord were chiming away in 
he was a welcome guest at our all our hearts. “ Use hospitality 
hearthstone. Others invited him ! without grudging— Be not for- 
but he always seemed glad to get ! getful to entertain strangers, for 
back to our home. A great re- thereby, some have entertained
vival followed his labors, and 
among the first fruit were my 
wife and myself. We were botd 
converted and joined the church, 
and from that time to this, all has 
gone well with me. My children

angels unawares.”

Texas a “Whopper.”
A Texan, while visiting in an

other state, was asked to tell in a 
speech what he knew about

if it w'asn’t for that meazly body 
“Te.xas is a whooper. She ’s ' ®̂ lty w’ater she wouKl extend 

a peach. She’s the widest and, beyond the south pole. As I 
the broadest and the longest, in the beginning, Texas is a
country on earth, extending from 
east to west and from north to 
south. She could put Rhode Is
land in her vest pocket. She 
could swallow three or four states 
like Maryland and wash ’em 
down by drinking the Mississippi 
dry, and could digest ’em with
out ever having the colic. Texas 
is the empire state of. the union 
without any Kaiser ̂ Bill for an 
emperor. She’s the chiefest 
among ten thousand and alto
gether lively, wild and reckless. 
She’s THE pebble on the beach. 
She’s one of the old blue hen’s 
chickens. She’s the cock of the 
walk and the democrat of the 
world. She’s a wolf and it’s her 
day to howl.

“ Texas is bounded on the east 
by the alligators of Louisiana 
and the huckleberry thickets of 
Arkansaw. She is bounded on 
the north by the tomahaw’k and 
the war w'hood of the Red Men. 
She is bounded on the west by 
the chile con came of New Mexi
co and the hot tamales of Old 
Mexico. She is bounded on the 
south by the Gulf of Mexico; and

Produce..^ G ro ce rie s -^
E.ft'a's Flour
Chickens Meat
Butter, Elrtc. L.ard, Ftc.

Frying size chickens from $1.90 to $2.40 dz
Eggs.................................................15c dz
Butter, per pound..................................15c

18 lb best granulated sugar for.......... $1.00
19 lb No. 2 granulated sugar for........  1.00
20 lb Y  C sugar for............................. 1.00

When you want groceries we should like to figure with 
you* Our stock is complete* One price to all, spot cash*

M A X W E I L L  S c  S O N S .
y.

whopper; she’s a Jim Dandy and 
don’t you never doubt it.”

Kissing Party.
Our Devil says,

‘Tt’s sweet to kiss.
But, oh! how bitter.

To kiss a girl
And miss her spitter.” 

The Devil says, also,
•‘When Adam in bliss 

Asked Eve for a kiss. 
She puckered up her lips 

with a coo
Gave a look so ecstatic. 

And answered emphatic,
‘I don’t care A— dam if I 

do.’ ”
— Ex.

Steps That Betray.
Steps that are quick are indi

cative of energy and agitation.
Tiptoe walking betrays sur- 

^)rise, curiosity, discretion or 
mystery.

Turned in toes are often found 
with preoccupied, absent-minded 
persons.

The miser’s walk is represented 
as stooping, noiseless, with short, 
neavous, anxious steps.

Slow steps, whether long or 
short, suggests a reflective state 
of mind as the case may be.

The proud step is slow and 
measured; the toes are con
spicuously turned out, the legs 
straightened.

Wh ere a revengeful purpose is 
hidden under a feigned smile the 
step will be slinking and noise
less.

The direction of the steps 
wavering and following every 
changing impulse of the mind 
inevitably betrays uncertainty, 
hesitation and indecision.

Obstinate people, who in argu
ment rely more on mascularity 
than on intellectual power, rest 
the feet flatly and firmly on the 
ground, walking heavily and 
slowly and stand with the legs 
firmly planted far apart,— Ex.
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T h e  M erkel M ail. farmer does.”— Stephenville Ap
peal.

I 'i -

E D  J .  L E E M A N ,  PUBLISHER.

Published Every Thursday. I ;

TRUnMIOS’K M’MIU'HS:
' »Wop 
U< sldpne«'

31 I 
37 I

K  you know r.l aii.v n'-wn w  »tll cor.bld- 
V E a  a «|H «.ial favor If yoii wlll r< pori «aiiu* o 
tuia olile«, ollh<-r l ’V i' r^or, lo u rr  or ovor Ilio | 
’ l>’iono to olth-r oi iln- al'.D." numborr.

rFARiV: AND RANCH, j
The ill: II who planttHl a lurnip 

patfh. -iir'lt II ;iinl a fow lUTe.s 
of ual> l;i>l fall, ami fattened .a 
hop; on llio .■'•(•rajis fn>m the kitch
en, thinks tlii;i is a creod eouiUry. 
whih* thoso wlt>> fohksi their 
liands in dreamy idleness are 
hlamirur fate n r their ¡xiverty or 
talking: s H-ialisin politically. It 
is not lu< k but ener;^y and pluck 
that makes tiie iliffert-nce, — Do 
vine N'ews.

We are told often and ov«r that 
it co.st as much to grow and keep 
a scrub animal as one worth four 
times as much. This is prac
tically true, and it cost as much 
to grow a scrub fruit or vegetable 
as it does to grow better varieties, 
such as people are willing to pay 
good prices for. If farmers and 
fruit growers would give more 
attention to quality in their pro
ducts, they would find them in 
greater demand. There is as much 
difference between the best and 
worst in the vegetable as in the 
animal races.— Farm and Ranch.

result; They will shoe and clothe 
the children, and fatten the purse 
of the adult.— Comanche Chief.

Mr. .). 1*. .Steichen made the 
Ap|>eal iiifice a pleasant call 
•Satunlay. lie  is a typi -al suc
cessful farmer and takes pleasure 
and jirid.' in his business. Some 
of bis remarks would make an 
intcresiing talk for the Institute 
but fur fear thev will not be heard 
there we '.viNe them below.

'**1 feed my cows all the year 
round,” said Mr. riteichon, ‘ ‘and 
can contr.ict to sell fifteen ¡Kiunds 
of butter ev»*ry week. The butter 
is'the best th.at can be made and 
I get ready sale for it.

"I  try to raise every tliin^ te a t. 
T!ie consequence is that the sale 
of this butter pays my grocery 
bill and a gtxxl deal of my dry 
goods bill, i.'lucketis ana butler 
together pay most of my expen
ses.

•‘ In my er<»p.' I don’ t depend on 
cotton, for it’:- risky. Tho thing 
for :> farmer to do is to have three 
or four crops. Then if one fails 
he don’t suiter like the cotton

Wilkes Hudson says that for 
sure returns and large profits on 
a small investment, hog raising 
is easy money. Some months 
since he bought a sow shoat for
8.‘1. (X). This week he sold her 
sowship, which had increased her 
avoirdu|X)is to about 400 pounds, 
for !^. 50 per hundred, netting 
him something over S25.00. But 
that is not all. When she gave 
up her life to be converted into 
sausage, lard, hams, ribs, sides 
and shoulders, she left behind 
her a family of six pigs, for which 
Wilkes has already been offered 
SI.00each. Thus, at their pres
ent valuation, he has $85 in sight 
on his $3.00 investment, $82 of 
which is clear profit, as the hogs 
have been fed altogether on slop. 
However, he says he has no in
tention of selling the pigs, and 
estimates that they will bring him 
over $100 more when they are 
fattened.— Dublin Telephone.

$ 4 §
Nursery rhymes— Plant fruit 

trees, plant them in the winter; 
Plant them from Hazle Dell clear 
to Palo Pinto. They will grow 
like fury while the ground is 
good and wet; They will bring 
you dollars where cotton brings 
you debt. Plant hogs instead of 
mortgages, and watch the net

Our cotton growers should 
adopt the plan of growing 20 
bales on twenty acres, instead of 
20 bales on 45 acres as heretofore. 
Better preparation, better seed 
and better cultivation will no it, 
for it has done it many times, 

j And then the war with the boll 
, weevil will be reduced to practi- 
! cal limits. Also this plan will 
I leave more acres for grain and 
j  forage plants. True we have had 
so much rain that fall and winter 
plowing has been practically pro
hibited, but the ground will be 
dry enough to plow after awhile 
and then the work should be 
pushed if it requires fourteen 
hours’ work per day; for the 
walking delegate does not visit 
the rual district. — Farm and 
Ranch.

' League Program.
! Leader— Comer Clay,
j  Subject— Life of Dr. Charles 
! Taylor.
I Leading thought— God’s power 
jin missionary work.
' Song.
J Prayer.

Scripture lesson— Acts 1:1-8.
Song, 

j Prayer.
I Song.

V’oluntary references.
Sentence prayer.
Song.
Work, and not curiosity— Miss 

Kdith Freemon.
Power necessary— Mies Myrtle 

Williamson.
The source of power— Miss 

Sue Browning.
How to obtain power— Klmer 

Maxwell.
Results of power bestowed—  

Mr. Stallings.
Voluntary comments.
Closing song.
Topics quoted in the program 

will be found in the Kpworth 
Kra.

February 15th.

Reserved for

GEO. F. WEST,
Hardware and Groceries.

ELLIOTT & MILLER
DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort
ment of pumps, piping from H  to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

r

Burton-Ling'o Co.,
Lumber Dealers,

MerKel, Texas.

t Sale Now On
The Entire Stock of THE GLOBE, consisting of

. Dry Goods,I ClotHing' and iShoes
is on the market. Prices are cut in half. 
This stock of goods is only going to be in 
Merkel for a short time and you can certain
ly save money on your purchases while it is 
here. Remember in a sale like this goods 
are sold regardless of Manufacturer’s Cost, 
and you are the one benefited. Come to this 
sale while stock is here; you’ll not regd’et it.

The Globe Bankrupt Sale.

m

m

Intemperance
Girls, beware of the young man 

who uses intoxicants, no matter 
how “ moderately.” Human na
ture is very much the same, 
everywhere. In America we 
have been used to warn men 
against the use of intoxicating 
liquor because of the impetuosity 
of the American character. It is 
said that the American goes wild 
over [whatever he undertakes; 
becomes too enthusiastic, and he 
drinks liquors as enthusiastically 
as he does anything else. The 
certainty of his losing control of 
his appetite, if he drinks at all, 
is almost absolute.

Facts do not seem to sustain 
the opinion, once prevalent, that 
the drinking people of other na
tions are safe from the results 
which follow indulgence here. 
The French, so often cited as a 
sober people, although indulging 
in the lighter wines, are becoming 
much addicted to intemperence, 
and are sustituting stronger wines 
for the lighter ones. Appetite 
is about the same, everywhere. 
The Chinaman becomes a Slav to 
the opium habit, as will any one, 
of whatever nationality, who uses 
it. With indulgence, the appetite 
for intoxicants grows; and, while 
it may take the Frenchman a 
little longer to become a drunk
ard than it does the high strung, 
nervous American, he reaches 
the level at last. The German 
may stick to his beer for a longer 
time, but he, too, will reach the 
end in time. The only safe rule 
is to let it alone. If men will not 
drink, there will be no drunkards.

Millinery &  Dress 
Making.

I am now running a dress mak
ing department in connection 
with my millinery, having em
ployed an experienced dress 
maker. Satisfaction guaranteed.

I will leave for St. Louis Feb. 
12 and will[be gone a month se
lecting a stock and studying the 
latest'styles and designs in milli
nery. Wait for my stock before 
buying.

Mrs. F. B. Hoople.
but if they do, beginning ever so 
ligatly, they will find it grow 
harder and harder to subdue the 
craving until appetite will rule 
them to their destruction.

A resident of the Ozark coun
try went to Texas a few weeks 
ago to work on a cattle ranch. 
The other day a postal card was 
mailed to him which read as fol
lows: “ Dear Jim: Got nothin’
but good news fer you. The crop 
paid off the mortgage, your bro
ther bn)ke out of jail, and your 
pap jest got $400 out of the rail
road company for cuttin’ off his 
right leg. Ain’t Providence pro- 
viden’?

Deputy Sheriff Lon Cunning
ham was in the city Friday. He 
said Merkel would be rushed 
next week for jurors for the 
March term of court.

-1
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CHieago 
U th« pl»re to bay your 
■nppllos for loMt money i 
alio qoiekeit lUipmenti. Buy at Wholesale Prices Wm S»ll

better goodi at lower prteei 
andoiakeqiilrkerihlpmeuti 
than any other ürm.

and save IS to 40 per cent on everything you use. It can be done. Over 375,000 wide-awake, careful 
buyers sent us their orders last month and got high-grade, honest merchandise- the kind it pays to buy —at a 
big saving over usual prices. They were the people who knew the value of a dollar saved. You, too, can do it.

FEW  SPECIMEN VALUES are here shown, selected from our tIOO-page catalogue, which contains pictures 
and prices on 70,000
articles of everyday use.

MORRIS CHAIR
Made of ttolden oak or In 
mahocany or weathennl 
oak flntih. MaiiiTe, heavy 
carved and wellUniihe«! 
frame irevenible roahloni 
covered with Imported 
flcured velour pluih; ad 
Instable back. An exceed- 
inxlycomfort- ^  
able chair. #  y » ' * ®  

Retailers charte W OO to 110 00.
Order No. R71. Our Price . . . .

KITCHEN 
TABLE

A very handy 
time, Hpaee and 
tail or  saver; 
hardwood: top 
white and frame 
flnishe<l in the 
Kuldeii color, ¡i 

drawers, 2 bins holdlnt SO lbs. of flour or sue 
ar each, and 3 tiaking or meat boards. 34x46 
iu. Weight. 00 lbs. t)ue of the 
greatest genuine bargains e v e r #  * ^ • 9 ' -  
offered. Ueslers ask 14 SO to ló SO.
Order No. K401. Our Price .

LACE 
CURTAINS

•Made in imitation 
of and look like 
imported, and high- 
priced good.s. Cen
ter has lieautiful de
tached de.-iign.hand
some ribbon and 
floral border, and 
edge woven to have 

the effe<’t of the real ruffle. 46Si ^  •
inches wide; 4 yards long. Ex- ^  F .3 4  
ceptional value fur the price. #  
Order Number P133.................

SEWING 
Machine
Our very lat
est drop-bead 
style. Strong

ly made, well fin
ished in solid oak, 
does nice work. Is 
guaranteed for S 
years and is a 
must wonderful 

machine for the price This is 
positively the lowest price tha t*  
any warranted machine la being 
sold fur. Order No. L43S0. Price,

I
We have everything in all grades, from the cheapest that’s good to the best that's made. Write for 

catalogue at once, enclosing IS cents to help pay the postage.
Our e Mtlltom Cuatomgrt 
are the best endorsement of our 
goods, prices and methods. Montgomery Ward ^  Co., Madison Street, Chicago. 18

Winter is Robbed
Of its terror and made comforta
ble when you know the full value 

¡of “ Prescription —25c, and
, “ Bass White Pine and Tar”—25c 

Prescription JÍ363 is a most 
wonderful medicine. It relieves 
pain of any kind, cures colds. La 

' Grippe, headache, neuralgia and 
Fever. White Pine and Tar is 
the perfect family cough remedy. 
Harmless and efficient, and can 
be given without danger to baby 

. or invalid. Most cough syrups 
are dangerous in large doses.

There is hardly a day in winter 
when these two preparations are 

: not needed in almost every fami
ly. Your money back if you 

, want it. For sale by Burroughs 
A Mann and Rust A Pittard, of 
Merkel.

R ^ a m b lin g s  T K r o u g K  M e x i c o .
B y J .  L. V A U G H A N .

The country around ¡Santa Ro
salia is noted for its fertility, and 
great quantities of fruits and 
vegetables that are raised and 
shipped to different parts of the 
country. From May to Novem
ber it is a succession of figs, 
pomegranites, grapes, quinces, 
pears, plums, nectarines, peaches 
and apricots. Apples do not do 
so well, but there is a fruit called 
“ perón” that seems to be a com
bination of pear and apple that 
does very well. There has been 
some effort made to improve by 
grafting, but most of the fruits 
are seedlings. The hig.i moun
tains protect the valley from 
cold winds and late frosts. The 
soil seems to be warmer than in 
other places.

The Concho is quite a large 
stream. At its lowest stage it is 
about 100 yards wide where it 
passes Santa Rosalia. The water 
is clear and cool and full of fish 
of a fine quality and large size. 
The land on both sides of the 
river is irrigated. After leaving 
here it joins the San Pedro river, 
and after a very tortuous course 
empties into the Rio Grande at 
Presidio del Norte. The Kansas 
City, Mexico 4 Orient R’y after 
leaving Chihuahua runs through 
this rich valley, and considerable 
speculation is being done in land 
along this new road. The land 
can yet be bought very reasona
ble, but in a short time will com
mand a much higher price. All 
through the Concho, Florido and 
San Pedro valleys, which are in 
some places 15 to 20 miles wide, 
immense crops of wheat and corn 
are raised. Along the Rio Grande 
in some places corn is planted 
close to the track, and it is no 
unusual thing to see the tassels 
touching the wires on the tele
graph lines. Fifteen to 20 feet 
corn stalks are no rarity.

The Rio Florido is a beautiful 
little stream that has its source 
in the mountains near Parral and 
for over a hundred miles flows 
through rich farming lands till it 
joins the Concho at Santa Rosal
ia. At Jimenez it is a good sized 
stream, and from there to its 
mouth every few miles it is cross
ed by dams and the water taken 
out in ditches for irrigation; but 
in a couple of miles below the 
dams it seems to be as large as 
ever. The secret is that it is fed 
by springs and in the hottest of 
weather it is pure and cool. On 
the west side of the valley is a 
range of low mountains of vol
canic origin—almost pure lava, 
thrown up in strange shapes, 
black and glistening, looking as

if oil had been jioured on them 
when they were not. This freak 
of nature extends from near Jim
enez to Bustamante— a few miles 
from Santa Rosalia—a distance 
of about 40 miles. From this 
break in the crust of the earth 
comes a wonderful supply of wa
ter, which runs about 10 or 20 
feet below the surface till it finds 
its way into the Florido. In 
some places sloping tunnels are 
dug and the women walk down 
and fill their water jars from the 
underground stream. In a few 
places the water is so near the 
surface that the land is sub-irri
gated, raising fine crops with 
very little effort. In the spring 
time the first flower? are found 
along the Florido and all through 
the summer the ground is carpet
ed with sweet scented clover like 
what used to grow in our grand
mothers’ gardens. The stream 
is fringed with willows a n d  
in the valley are groves of giant 
elms and cottonwoods. The wa
ter is well stocked with fish, from 
the nimble trout and perch to the 
sluggish cat, that often weigh 15 
or 20 pounds. The disciple of 
Isaac Walton can enjoy himself 
here. Beautiful Rio Florido! 1 
love to think of the rambles a- 
long thy banks, luring the finny 
tribe or hunting the water fowl 
that come by thousands every 
spring and fall. For six years 
we lived in this valley, and some 
of the happiest hours of my life 
have been spent along the Rio 
Florido (Flower River).

The people of each plantation 
are collected in one place, where 
the fine building of the owner is 
surrounded by the plainer houses

HOW PEOPLE LOSE 
THEIR MONEY...

By concealing 
it about the person; by stowing 
it away in mugs and jars; by 
sewing it up in skirts and ticks; 
by tucking it under couches and 
carpets, in cupboards and bureau 
drawers; these are some of the 
ways by which people lose their 
money and sometimes their lives.

HOW PEOPLE SAVE THEIR MONEY
By depositing it in a good, re

liable bank. Confident that this 
bank fully meets the public’s 
needs, we tender its services to 
all who believe in keeping on the 
safe side.

Wamick’s Bank,
Merkel, Texas.

ef the peons, and often the gran
aries and stables. Some of these 
ranches or “ pueblos” are sur
rounded by high walls, and in 
Siime of the older ones two or 
four tower? with loop holes are 
on the corners as a defense a- 
gainst Indians or bandits; for it 
is not so very long since the 
Apache raids were common. 
Then all the stock were driven 
inside the enclosure, the great 
door barred, the towers filled 
with riflemen, and the peaceful 
ranch became a fort. The owner 
of the San Miguel takes pride in 
showing marks on the adobe 
walls from the bullets of the ma
rauders. A short distance below 
the Diaz station are the ruins of 
“ Molino Viejo” (old mill) on the 
west bank of the Florido, where 
not many years ago one Satur
day night there was a “ baile” 
(dance), and to the music of the 
violin and harp the young folks 
“ chased the fleeting hours with 
flying feet.” Suddenly, as if by 
magic, the place was surrounded 
by Indians, and very few of the 
revelers escaped. Our “ mozo” 
showed us the flour room where 
the dead, wounded and living 
had been shut in and all cremat
ed together.

About three miles south of 
Diaz in the “ malpais” (lava 
beds) is a place where walls and 
breastworks are made from the 
lava nicks. Inside the enclosure 
and several places outside 
are a numoer of small circular 
enclosures made from small 
stones. One of the largest had a 
cross of wood which is a c uriosi- 
ty, as it was made of one piece of 
a limb of a tree, the limbs form
ing a perfect cross. (This cross 
is now in a private collection in 
K1 Faso.) The people say that 
at one time this was the scene of 
a fierce battle between a com
pany of American and Mexican 
prospectors who were surrounded 
by Indians, and the rooks had 
been built up in defense, but all 
were finally killed. The small 
circular pens of stone were made 
to mark the places where some 
had fallen or were buried. The 
Mexicans always mark the place 
where anyone is killed by a cross. 
Tradition says a large amount of 
gold and silver was buried before 
all were killed, but although 
some effort has been made to find 
it, none has been found—so far 
as we know. I know one Amer
ican and Mexican who dug into 
one of these monuments about 
five feet one afternoon and night 
coming on they decided to Leave 
it till next day, when they wdyld 
go down further. Imagine the: 
surprise next morning when they 
found that the hole had been put 
down about 10 feet further, and 
the ground showed it had been 
filled in at some time. Perhaps

some able-bodied fairies had 
been at work, but more likely 
some one had been watching and 
completed the job during the 
night.

Nowhere have we found more 
hospitable [leople than along this 
valley. In one of our rambles 
through the mountains with an 
old miner we came to a ranch 
late at night. The owner, Don 
Jesus, made us welcome, got his 
daughters out of bod to cook us 
supper, and the only beds in the 
house were given us, while the 
family slept in the next room on 
dried cow hides spread on the 
floor. Such is the hospitality of 
these kind hearted people.

J . L .  V a u g h a n .

BASS BRO.’S DRUG CO..
Abilene, Texa.s.

MUSICAL PROGRAM.

To Be Held at Opera House Thurs
day Night, Feb. 12.

Fart I.
1. Orchestra.
2. Vocal Solo— Miss Jewell 

Coggin.
3. Instrumental Solo— Miss 

Kva Williams.
4. Duet: The Race Course—

Misses Bigham and Witt.
5. Instrumental Solo: In

D r e a m 1 a n d— Miss Mattie 
Comegys.

(i. Instrumental D u e t :  A
Coquettish Smile— Misses Lucile 
Beavers and Birdie Collins.

7. Orchestra.
Fart II.

8. Vocal Quartette : Sweet
and Low— Misses Julian and 
Sheppard, Messrs. Clay and, 
Williams. ;

9. Violin Solo: Reubenstein’s i
Molodie in F— Mrs. Berry. |

10. Reading— Miss Scoggin.
11. Instrumental Duet: Bo

hemian Girl— Mrs. Hoople, Miss 
Agnes Beavers.

12. Instrumental Solo : The
Palms— Miss Julian.

13. Instrumentalsolo: The
Flatterer— Miss Agnes Beavers.,

14. Vocal Duet: Goodnight^
— Misses Williams and Sheppard.

15. Orchestra.

grow up with a mind unlike the 
minds of many women in whom 
femininty verges u[)on fatuity. 
From close association with a 
father, the young girl quite un
consciously aetjuires something 
of the largeness of a man’s na
ture and loses stimething of the 
pittiness and narrowness of the 
woman’s. His tolerant, genial 
spirit will moderate her tense e- 
motionalism. His sense of humor 
will rid her of sentimentalism 
and imbue her with a sense of 
true proportion. His fun, his 
good comradeship, his affection, 
and his knowledge of life, will 
help to send her forth into the 
world, strengthened and develop
ed as no purely feminine in
fluence could strengthen and de
velop her.

When you have laundry and 
want it fixed up right send it to 
Weatherford. ’Phone 31.

Will Leeman.

What a Father Can Do. j
Fort Worth Telegram.

There are two things that can 
be done by a father for his 
daughter, and that, if they are 
always done, would in the course ; 
of a single generation, make our | 
womankind approach a level: 
which they have not yet reached. 
The first is to gain the confidence; 
of his daughter in her earlier | 
years, and the second is to keep 
it unimpaired and to perpetuate 
it. If he be his daughter’s friend 
and chosen companion, sharing 
11 her little confidences and im- i 

rting to her much of what he j 
ws, with the intuition of a 

wortLan and the breadth and san- ; 
ity of a man, the girl will!

A Bundle Party.
The Ladies’ Aid Society of 

the Christian church will give a 
“ Bundle Party” at the residence 
of W. P. Thurmond, Valentine 
night, Feb. 14. There will be 
refreshments and entertainment, 
the proceeds from the sale of 
“ bundles” to go to the church. 
Everybody invited. 2t

Paine’s Celery 
Compound

Cures
D Y S P E P S IA , IN D IG E S T IO N , 
AND STO M A C H  T R O U B L E S .
The tortures and evils of dyspepsia and 

indigestion are experienced by thousands at 
this time. The dyspeptic’ s train of evils 
may be enumerated as follows: feelings of 
diuiness, languor, ners-ousness, sleeplessness, 
headache, distension of the stomach, loss of 
flesh, difficult breathing, and the action of the 
heart is seriously affected.

All forms of d)'spepsia are quickly banished 
by the use of Paine’s Celepr Compound. 
The use of this marxxlous medicine allays the 
inflammation of the nerves centred about the 
stomach; it ojiens up the sewers of the body 
and removes all waste matter; it cleanses the 
blood; it makes new nerve fibre; it restores 
iligestive power, and promotes bodily strength 
and activity. Mr. Fred. Ross, Clarendon, 
Iowa, briefly writes about his happy K m c t i -  
ence with Paine’ s Celery Compound as 
follows:—

"  It gives me great pleasure to testify to the 
merits of Paine’s Celery Compound. I  can 
candidly and honestly say it is the best medi
cine in the world. Two years ago I  was suf
fering from indigestion and nervousness, and 
was so run down that 1 could hardly walk 
without help. I used two bottles of Paine’s 
Celery Compound and got letter almost from 
the first dose, and have had no use for medi
cine since. I was completely cured.’ ’

When a hat, a good dress, or other 
garment is a little faded and old in 
fashion it need not be thrown away.
Color it with DIAMOND DYES.
Wa bsT* a ipacial dapartniMt of advieo, and will 
aoBwar fraa anjr qaaatlona about dyala(. 
lampla of good* whoo posalbla.

Diroction book and 45 dyad aamplaa frot. 
DIAMUND DYS8, Burllagtoo, Vt.
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I  H IL L  ia M A R T IN /
A  M E R K E L ,  T E X A S .

Dealers In.

Dry Goods, Clothing, 
Shoes and Hats, 
Staple and Fancy 
Groceries, Produce, 
Etc., Etc.

We have just received an elegent line 
of shoes in all the latest toes and the 
prices are RIGHT.

In order to make room, we have put 
very close prices on all men’s and boys’ 
clothing and furnishing goods. Now is 
the time to buy good goods cheap.

X  Everything in Garden and Field Seeds.

Z/Ae 9^er/ce/ T ìfa il
— I

Texas Anti-Prohibition Associa
tion because “ it interfered with 
his official duties.’’ Rats!

ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop’r.

Entcivtl at th*» Poatofflc* at Merkel, Texaa.aa 
mall mattter.

Subscription Rsl«
One y.'ar 
SIX monthH 
Thrr«* month*

Invariably In aUvance.

ADVEKTISINO KATES
One Inch apace
Two Inch apacv
Ouarter column ■ I 1-2 In.lhea)
Half column ( « Inches)
One column (IS Inche*'

Fonr itKue« constitute a month.

11.00. 
.50 ! 
.26 ,

per month
t  .50 I 

1.00 
2.50 
i.OO ' 
7.60 

All aJTertlae-
ment* run anJ chatv»*! for until ordered out, 
unies* limit 1* sp.K?ltl.*l when Insertion Is made. 
8p«>clal price* on time contract*.

Lax'al notice*, 5 c-nis iK*r line, each Inaertlon.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communication* to ln*ure publication rauit 

b.*ar the *lt{natur>- of the writer, a* well a* the 
nora de plume under which they write. Thla la 
r«-qulr.*i men*ly a* a guarantee of (food faith.

( ibltuarl.-», Card* or Thank*, etc., are ln*«*rt<sl 
at one-half the n tjular advertUlnif rate*. I*o*l- 
llvely no deviation from ihl* rule.

TO S U B S eSR IB ER S :
Wo have had two successive, 

bad crop years and some of our j 
subscribers have not been able 
to pay up. We want to assure 
these that they are welcome to 
read the paper and pay for it 
when they are able. The only 
re<iuest we have to make is that j 
if you DO NOT W ANT the paper 
say so now, pay up your arrears, 
and let us stop it. We are per
fectly willing to send the paper 
on time, provided it is wanted, 
but we do not want to send it, 
either for the cash or on time, if 
it is not wanted.

February 1st, forty-two years 
ago, Texas seceded from the 
Union. Only one man who was 
a member of that notable con
vention is living today— .Judge 
Wm. H. Stewart of Galveston.

The poll tax law has added 
S400,000 to the school fund this | 
year. This amount will b e 
doubled next year.

The Big Springs Enterprise 
says the school buildings at both 
Sweetwater and Merkel are mere 
pigmies as compared to that of 
its town. We had supposed the 
Enterprise a victim of last year’s | 
flood, as this is its first appear
ance at this office for several 
moons, but are glad it is able to 
warble a spring-time lay. Where 
is Big Springs, anyway?

The Merkel Country is strictly 
in the swim this year. Just > 
watch us expand. i

Mayor Riggins of Waco has 
resigned the chairmanship of the

County Treasurer Thornbm 
has gone into print in denuncia
tion of the bill, recently intro
duced in the Legislature, to 
abolish the office of County 
Treasurer. He advances several 
reasons why he is opposed to the 
measure, all g»>od ones, but is 
pnibably mistaken when he says 
his people are opposed to it. We 
have heard many expressions to 
the contrary. .And so far as it 
precipitating a bank fight is con
cerned, it is hardly likely that it 
could be more bitterly waged 
than heretofore. The people of 
Taylor County would welcome a 
digression along this line.

TH E QUARANTINE LINE.
The citizens of Big Springs are 

after our representative, W. J. 
Bryan, with a sharp stick. At a 
mass meeting held there last 
week resolutions were passed 
condemning the bill introduced 
by him in the Legislature which 
seeks to modify the quarantine 
law. The enactment into law of 
some of the provisions of the bill, 
it is claimed, will work great dis
aster to livestock interests, and 
for the following reasons:

First, It will cause the United 
States government to place the 
state below the line and prohibit 
the moving of Texas cattle to 
northern pastures and allow 
them moved only for immediate 
slaughter.

Second, That provision of the 
propiosed law which allows an 
open season has been tried and 
was done away with when actual 
experience demonstrated that it 
was unwise.

Third, Those provisions of the 
proposed law wherein a certifi
cate of inspection insures the 
passage of cattle without further 
molestation and providing a pen
alty for violation of said provis
ions would only encourage law
lessness, for no man would allow 
infected cattle to pass through 
his pasture.

These points of contention have 
been raised before, but are un
tenable because experience has 
not demonstrated their wisdom. 
The results of the proposed law 
can not be forecasted at this time 
and mere guesswork of the 
events to fellow in the wake of 
its adoption should not 
brought to bear in influencing 
legislation along this lino, ^ n y  
measure that affords relie^to a 
majority of the people is ¿eeded

legislation. The few stockmen 
above the line into whose hands 
the state has played so long will 
find themselves up against a 
hard proposition when t h e y  
threaten to meet the adoption of 
legislation with acts of lawless
ness in order to defeat the ends 
of justice.

A GENTLEMAN.
What is a gentleman? Thack

eray asked and answered that 
question in one of his writings:

“ Is it to have lofty aims, to 
keep your honour virgin, to have 
the esteem of your fellow-citi
zens and the love of your fire
side, to bear good fortune meek
ly, to suffer evil with constancy, 
and through good or evil to 
maintain truth always? Show 
me the happy man who exhibits 
these qualities, and him we will 
salute as a gentleman whatever 
his rank may be.’’

Proposed New Judicial Distriot.
The bill now before the Legis

lature having for its purpose the 
creation of a new judicial district 
out of Comanche, Corj’ell and 
Hamilton Counties eliminates 
Comanche County from the 42nd 
Judicial District. The present 
judge, N. R. Lindsey, resides in 
Comancli« County. Should the 
bill pass, the Governor will have 
to appoint a judge for this district.

It ¡8 rumored that there will be 
several applicants for the place. 
Judge D. K. Scott of this place, 
D. G. Hill of Abilene, and Judge 
J. H. Calhoun of Albany are 
applicants for the appointment.

A |)etition was circulated and 
numerously signed, this week, in 
favor of Judge Scott. He also 
has the endorsement of the East- 
land County bar, and has excel
lent chances for plucking the 
plum.— Cisco Round-up.

The evidence is not yet all in. 
Callahan and Jones Counties are 
yet to hear from, and it is sur
mised that both of them will 
have a candidate in the field. 
There will be a hot old time if the 
new district is created.

Whither Are We Drifting?
Sulphur S p r i n g s  Gazette: 

Some time ago a wise fellow dis
covered that it was unhealthy 
for two people to occupy the 
same bed; later another found 
out that it was unsafe to ride in 
a car with other people, to at
tend church where other p>eople 
attend; later an association of 
physicians decided that to kiss 
was to tempt death in all manner 
of hideous diseases. The latest 
is the discovery of a French sci
entist that the practice of hand
shaking is a prolific source of 
spreading disease. If things 
keep up it will soon be unhealthy 
to be buried in the same grave
yard with other people. The on
ly place where a person can feel 
absolutely safe is at mid-week 
prayer meetings. Nobody at
tends them.

Jefferson Jimplecute: Drink
water and you get typhoid. Drink 
milk and get tuberculosis. Drink 
whiskey and get jimjams. Eat 
white flour and get appendicitis. 
Ii^t soup and get Bright’s dis
ease. Eat beef and encourage 
apoplexy. Eat oysters and ac
quire toxemia. Eat vegetables 
and weaken the system. Eat 
desserts and take on paresis. 
Smclce cigarettes and die early. 
Srnoke cigars and secure a nice 
^tarrah . Drink coffee and tea 
and obtain nervous prostration. 
Drink beer and have dyspepsia. 
Drink wine and get the gout. 
In order to be perfectly healthy 
one must eat nothing, drink

nothing, smoke nothing, and 
even before breathing one should 
see that the air is properly ster- 

I ilized.

I A Quaint Old Croat.
I Blest they who seek
j While in their youth.

With spirit meek.
To them the sacred Scriptures 

! Now display Christ as the only 
True and living way; His precious 
Blood on Calvary was given to 
Make them heirs of bliss in 
Heaven; and e’en on earth a 
Child of God can trade the 
Blessings of his Savior’s grace. 

For them He bore 
Lest He d e c l a r e  
His Father’s crown;
For them He wore 
The thorney crown; 
Nailed to the cross. 
Endured its pain,
That His life’s loss 
Might be their gain;
Then haste to choose 
That b e t t e r  part.
Nor e’en r e f u s e  
The Lord thy heart.
“ I know you not,”
And deep despair 
Should be your lot.

Now look to Jesus, who on
I

Calvary died and trust in Him 
Who t h e r e  was crucified.

— Henrj' Wilson.

Christianity is a failure! Then 
man is a failure. Then the gov- 

i ernment is a failure. The man 
I whose face is seamed and ridged 
i all over with the fruits of vice 
says virtue is a failure. The 
bloated, besotted, driveling ine
briate says temperance is a fail
ure. The reckless violator of the 
law of health says the science of 
medicine is a failure. Pope Pius 
IX said the civilization of the 

I nineteenth century is a failure.I Is it any wonder that man may 
i be heard to say that Christianity 
is a failure? It’s an old cry; ev
ery single century since Christ it 
has been sounded out. But 
somehow this thing we call 
Christianity does not fail. And 
the charges against Christianity 
never seemed quite so absurd as 
in the morning of this twentieth 
century. He only can make the 
charge who shuts his eyes to 
some tremenduous facts, and 
who is smitten with the notion 
that his own little world of doubt 
is the whole wide world of 
thought and feeling of today.—  
Ex.

Buying off a Thief.
It is said that the American 

Bankers’ association is going to 
pay a salary of S500 a month to 
the notorious forger Chas. Becker 
when in a few months he finishes 
serving a seven years sentence in 
San Quentin (Cal.) prison. He is 
to receive this amount “ just to be 
good’’ and not to do any more 
forging. All of which calls to 
mind the story of the Southern 
judge who had a fine lot of hogs 
and on seeing a colored man no
torious for stealing said: “ Uncle 
Jack I’ll tell you what I’ll do: 
Pick out two of those hogs you 
think you’ll like the best and I’ll 
give them to you, provided you 
won’t steal any of the others.’’ 
And the negro replied: “ Judge,
you’ve always been a good 
neighbor, an’ I likes yuh an’ I 
wants to do right by yuh an’ I 
accepts der offah yuh makes, 
but I wants you to know dat I’ll 
lose meat by it.”

A  drive into the country Sat
urday impressed us with the 
energy displayed by the farmers 
in preparing their land for anoth
er crop. On many farms plows 
were following the cotton pickers 
and as fast as a row of cotton 
was picked out it was promptly

turned under. The soil is lo o s^  
and mellow, and indications now ' 
promise a bountiful harvest later 
on. All farm work is progress
ing nicely.

H O .  e ma t
H M H O H T  O H  T H K  C O H O I T I O N  O H

The First National Bank of Merkel
At M*rkel, in tb* Hute of Text*, at the 

Clot* of Busina**, Febr. 8, iwXi

R E S O U R C E S
Loan* and Discounts   t lll,66 ]M
Orardraftt, secured and unsecured 2.827.45
U. 8. Bond* to secure circulation U,(X»,(X)
Premium on U. S. Bonds ... 0M.25
Banking bouse, furniture and Oxtures 6,000.00
Du* from approred reserre agents 7.8W.81
Cbeoks and other cash Items .. 70.47
Notes of other National Banks .....  3,150.00
Prae paper currrency, nlcklea A  cent* 146.00
Lawful Monet Reserve in Bane, viz

1.737.50 (
Legal-tender nota* 4,000.00 j 5,787.60

Redemption fund with U. 8. Treasurer
(5 per cent of circulation) 760.00

Total, I154/)04.(>4 -

L I M B I U T I E S
OapltaJ stock paid In | 60,000.00
Surplus fund 10,000.00
UndlTlded profits, less expenses and

taxes paid 2,444.42
National Bank notea outstanding 15/100.00
Due to other National Banks . 1,802J4
Due to State Banks and Bankers. n.OT
Individual deposits subject to check. 72,754.21
Time certificates of deposit 2,000.00
Certified Check ... none
Cashier'* checks outstanding none
Notea and bills rediscounted none
Bills payable. Including certifleatea of

deposit for money borrowed . none
Total, . 3154/M.04

State  or Texas, Colntt or Tatlor, ss;
1, (jeo. S. Berry, Cashier of the aboTe-named 

bank, do solemnly swear that the aboTe state
ment Is true to the best of my knowledge and 

G io . 8. Bbrrt, Cashier. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me thIaO, day 

of Feb., IW3. J. J. M ILLER,
[*^*>•1 Notary Public.

Correct- Attest: Taylor Co., Texas.
J. T. Warren, )

C. M. L.Argent,> Directors 
J. O. Hamilton. )

The Right Kind of Grit
One frequently hears applied 

to some individual the expresión: 
“ he has got plenty of grit,” and 
the application may be appro
priate to the case in point; but 
there are different styles of shoes, 
hats, horses, etc. The question 
should be, in every case, has he 
the grit to be the right sort of a 
man—a square man, an honest, 
law abiding, God fearing man? 
The worst kind of a man may 
have superfluity of a certain kind 
of courage commonly called 
“ grit.” The citizen who cuts no 
ice as a producer and aid to the 
general welfare of the commun
ity may have grit to spare; the 
man who is always spoiling for a 
flght, who is always in trouble 
and involving other people in his 
trouble to their hurt financially or 
other-wise may be gritty, but no 
good to himself or his community; 
in that case his grit pans out 
naught but trials and tribulations, 
and it is a dingy, scrubby, 
mouldy article of grit. The man 
who has the courage to walk up
right in the sight of man and his 
Maker possesses the genuine 
article of the attribute called grit 
and he’ll do for the world to tie 
to.— Oakwood Call.

Have Convictions and Stick to Them.
Men who do things, who 

achieve results, have strong con - 
victions; they believe something 
in particular, and believe it with
out reservation. A  man who is 
willing to fight for an idea, to 
sacrfice eveything in order to de
velop it, has something definite 
in his life, a specific certainty 
that will bring him out some
where in the neighborhood of 
success.

A man without a policy, with
out a definite purpose, without a 
strong conviction of any kind, 
who believes a little of everything 
and not much of anything, who 
is willing upon pressure to re
linquish his opinion on any sub
ject, to abandon any idea he has 
conceived, whether it be feasible 
or not, who does not hold on to 
any one thing tenaciously will 
never accomplish much in this 
world.— Success.

___ _ ,
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A Mother’s Reoommendttion.
1 have used Chamberlain’s 

Cough Remedy for a number of 
years and have no hesitancy in 
saying that it is the best remedy 
for coughs, colds and croup I 
have ever used in my family. 1 
have not words to express my 
confidence in this remedy.— Mrs. 
J. A. Moore, North Star, Mirh. 
For sale by Rust & Pittard.

If you give us your laundry we 
guarantee first class work and 
prompt delivery. ’Phone 25.

K. Maxwell.

Get your Triumph seed pota
toes at Sharps.

An Irrigation Plant.
Vol Martin has had a large 

force of hands at work on an 
irrigation plant which he is es
tablishing on his farm. Satur
day a Mail reporter had the 
pleasure of viewing the improve
ments made. The arrangements 
are unique. Three or four 
reserv'oirs have been arranged in 
a semi-circle covering several 
acres of ground and are fed by 
a small stream. The reservoirs 
are connected and the water of 
each can be carried by means of 
large pipes to irrigation ditches 
which connect with a five acre 
track of ground laid off in the 
form of a garden, the ditches 
winding around so that almost 
every yard of land can be flood
ed. This land will be planted in 
garden truck. In addition to 
this another plot of land has been 
laid off into a park and one of 
the reservoirs has been stocked 
with fish. Boats will be provid
ed later on for the amusement 
and recreation of the public.

, Mr. Martin is to be commend- 
"S ed for his enterprise, and we feel 

sure that he will reap a rich re
ward from his labors. A truck 
garden such as he contemplates 
can but prove profitable, for 
there is a great demand in every 
town for vegetables that have not 
become Cstale from confinement 
for days at a time in cold 
storages. Let others of our 
farmers follow Mr. Martin’s ex
ample.

Hill A Martin have increased 
the size of their advertisement. 
They are enjoying a good patron
age. ________________

Tesohers’ Institute.
Program for the Jones county 

Teachers’ Institute to be held at 
Stith, Feb. 27 and 28, 1903.

FRIDAY EVENING, 7 :30.
Invocation and address— Rev. 

J. P. Copeland.
Proper incentives to study— A. 

W. Hampton and Miss May Win
ter.

General discussion.
SATURDAY A. M. 9.

Best methods for teaching his
tory— O. F. Williams and W. H. 
Bozarth.

To what extent should we 
specialize in teaching?— Luther 
B. Gill and J. L. Powers

Business meeting.
SATURDAY, P. M.

Mistakes in teaching arithme
tic— H. H. Copeland and J. B* 
Shanon.

Grammer, best methods : Pa
per— Miss Florence McGee, dis
cussion—J. E. Woodrome.

We cordially invite both teach
ers and patrons of Taylor coun
ty to meet with us. Committee.

Per. J. L. Powers, sec.

Rspent of Your 81ns
And use Hunt's Lightning Oil 
for all pains. Catarrh, Neuralgia, 
Rheumatism, Cuts, Bums, Colic, 
a n d  Diarrhoea. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money refunded. 
26 and 60c.

Nearly Forfeits His Life.
A runaway almost ending 

fatally, started a horrible ulcer 
on the leg of J. B. Orner, Frank
lin Grove, 111. For four years it 
defied all doctors and all re
medies. But Bucklen’s Arnica 
salve had no trouble to cure him. 
Equally good for Burns, Bruises, 
Skin Eruptions and Piles. 25c at 
Rust & Pittard.

The Weatherford Laundry 
guarantees all work. Give it a 
trial. ’Phone 31.

Will Leeman.

St. Valentine’s Day.
Authorities disagree widely on 

the origin of that custom which 
on the 14th day of each February 
brings to expectant hands 
gorgeous missives bearing words 
of love and affection, or what is 
now more common, weird and 
distorted pictorial representa
tions of persons, the import of 
which is to bring ridicule upon 
the recipient. The latter are ac
companied by verses of the 
rankest doggerel mortal ever 
composed.

Others state that its origin was 
found in the celebration of the 
festival of St. Valentine, a 
Christian martyr, whose head 
was lopped off at Rome by order 
of the Emperor Claudius in his 
prosecution of the Christians.

Still others believe that it came 
down from heathen observances 
of early ages in honor of the 
goddess Juno, which took place 
about the same time in the year.

In Merkel there is no indica
tion that the day will be observ
ed, and throughout the country 
the custom of sending valentines 
is on the wane. Love lorn lads 
and lasses, however, will to the 
end of time make this an occa
sion for the sending of love dit
ties, and though no names ac
company the missives the writer 
is generally known to the re
cipient. However silly it may 
seem, the custom is a beautiful 
one, and even those who have 
become calloused to the signifi
cance of the true valentine can 
but approve of the motive which 
prompted it— love.

Gee Whiz! You ought to see 
the pretty things that Ustick got 
this week.

Bettet Than Gold.
“ I was troubled for several 

years with chronic indigestion and 
nervious debility,” writes F. J. 
Green, of Lancaster, N. H. ‘‘No 
remedy helped me until I began . 
using Electric Bitters, which did ; 
me more good than all the med
icines I ever used. They have 
also kept my wife in excellent i 
health for years. She says Elec
tric Bitters are just splendid for 
female troubles; that they are a 
grand tonic and invigorator for 
weak and run down women. No 
other medicine can take its place 
in our family.” Try them. Only 
50c. Satisfaation guaranteed by ■ 
Rust A Pittard. !

We have the best horse collars | 
to be had for the money. ¡

J. T. Warren. i

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand 

goods for sale take them to J. C. 
Watkins.

We are agents for the Acme 
Steam Laundry, Ft. Worth.

Will call and deliver your 
laundry. Best work guaranteed. 
’Phone 25.

E. Maxwell.

Triumph seed potatoes at 
Sharps.

The red box at Warren’s con
tains S20.00 cash. You get a 
key with ever>’ $2.00 cash pur
chase.

The ground is now in fine! 
shape and the season is the best; 
ever known at this time of year.; 
A few’ days of clear weather now’ i 
will give a great impetus to all { 
farm work, which is pretty gen-1 
erally advanced. This will prt>ve 
the best year of them all—if all 
signs don’t fail.

Don’t try t4> keep house another 
w’eek without Peace-Maker flour.: 
Try it.

J. T. Warren.

We sell the New’ Royal sewing, 
machine.

W. P. Browning A Co.

The court of appeals will hear ; 
the Taylor county prohibitionc ase . 
a W’ee k  from Saturday, the 21st, 
inst.

♦
♦

Y o u r  D irty  C lothes!  1
The Weatherford Laun

dry makes them new. All 
work guaranteed; prices 
right. Will take up and 
deliver. ’Phone 31.

Basket leaves Tuesday.

W il l  Leeman, A^t.

Ben E. Rupp, the well known 
‘‘knight of the grip” who makes 
this territory for the Ballard 
Medicine Co., of St. Louis, was 
in the city a part of the week on 
his annual visit. He was ac
companied by his wife, a very 
pleasant lady, and The Mail 
acknowledges a pleasant visit 
from them.

A Good Rain.
Tuesday night witnessed the 

heaviest fall of rain that has 
visited this section since last 
July. A  slow, gentle rain began 
falling Monday at noon which 
continued until dark, when it in
creased in volume and came down 
in great sheets, continuing the 
greater part of the night.

This rain insures a fine season 
and an abundance of stock water. 
The winter has been unusually 
wet, although no heavy rains 
have fallen, and stock water was 
none too plentiful. It has raised 
the prospects of the country con
siderable.

Just received 
A Gordon lard and

The Star Store.

#
SSL #

#

T. L. Stevens called around ► 
and renewed for The Mail last 
press day. Mr. Stevens has I 
been in the county five years and | 
during that time has paid ten 
dollars in subscriptions to his ; 
home paper.

Miss Mattie Comegys returned 
last week from a visit to Haskell. 
Miss Willie Crim of Abilene ac
companied her and w’ill spend 
some time as her guest.

Warren will sell you Hamilton- 
Brown shoes and give you a key 
to the red box with 
pair.

Bundle Party.
The Ladies’ Aid Society of the 

Christian church will give a 
‘‘Bundle Party” at the residence 
of W. P. Thurmond Feb. 14, 7 to 
11 p. m., at which time prizes 
will be awarded for the nearest 
guess of the contents of bundles. 
An rdroission fee of 25c will be 
charged, refreshments served 
and games of various kinds in
dulged in. No effort will be 
spared to make the occasion a 
complete success, and The Mail 
hopes it will be accorded a free 
and liberal patronage in keeping 
with the spirit of Christian ethics 
which prompted it.

We will make you some close 
prices on iron and wood beds.

W. P, Browning A Co.

shipment of Cox 
hams.

#

#

#
If you arc the grocery buyer for 

your family we want to make it 

easy for you. W e  have now not 

less than 75^000 pounds of good 

fresh eatables in our grocery room. 

W e  buy in car lots, get the benefit 

of quantity price, and will share it 

with you. If you arc not a custo

mer, try us. W e  sell a car of 

flour in about two weeks, and we 

couldn^t do this if we didn^t have 

the right kind of goods and prices. 

Let us put up your next bill.

J.T.Wairren

m

I

Cured Consumption.
Mrs. B. W. Evans, Clearwater, 

Kan., writes: ‘‘My husband lay 
sick for three months; the doctors 
stated he had quick consumption. 
We procured a bottle of Ballard’s 
Horehound Syrup and it cured 
him. That was six years ago, 
and since then we always kept a 
bottle in the house. We cannot 
do without it. For coughs and 
colds, it has no equal.” 25c 50c 
and SI .00 bottle at Rust A Pittards.

We now have two first class 
tubs and hereafter our bath 
house will not be opened on Sun
day. Remember this, please.

Pate A Rollins.

I Mysterious Circumstance.
j One was pale and sallow and 
j the other fresh and rosy. Whence 
! the difference? She who is 
blushing with health uses Dr. 
King’s New Life Pills to maintain 
it. By gently arousing the lazy 
organs they compel good diges
tion and head off constipation. 
Try them. Only 25c, at Rust A 
Pittard.

Real Estote Transfers.
J. R. McAdams of Gorman to 

W.G. Wood, two lots in West 
Merkel for $120.

Geo. S. Berry to John Davis, 
three lots in Abilene for $200.

W. G. Hunt to C. H., Winfrey, 
three lots in Merkel for $150.

Over 20 members have been 
secured for the K. of P. lodge 
and the installation will take 
place some time next month. 
Necessary paraphernalia has 
already been ordered.

■ I l

J

J
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Two horses for sale. One-half 
cash, balance fall time.

The Star Store.

When you go to buy $2.00 
worth of anything go to Warren’s. 
You get just as much if not a 
little more, besides you get a key 
to the red box.

W . W. Wheeler has just re
ceived annual statements from 
his insurance companies, which 
show a very satisfactory increase 
in business done at his office 
for the past year. Letters re
ceived compliment him very 
highly for the accuracy in which 
he has transacted the business, 
and for promptness to duties.

Will Leeman spent Saturday 
in Cisoo.

r-4
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PROFIT
1 The matter of feed is of 

tremendous importance to the 

farmer. Wrong feeding is 

loss. Right feeding is profit. 

5̂ The up-to-date farmer knows 

wiuit to feed his cows to get 

tlic most milk, his pigs to get 

the most pork, his hens to 

get the most eggs. Science.

' Hut how about the children 1 

Are they fed according to 

science, a bone food if bones 

are soft and undeveloped, a 

rtesh and muscle food if they 

are thin and weak and a blood 

fo(xl if there is anemia ?

Scott’s Emulsion is a mixed 

food: the Cod Liver Oil in it 

makes flesh, blood and muscle, 

the Lime and Soda make bone 

.and brain. It is the standard 

scientific food for delicate 

children.

Send hr free 
sample.

Bt turt that this picture hi 
the form of a lahcl u on the 
wrapper of every bottle of 
Kmulsion you boy.

Scott&Bownc
CHEMISTS.

409 Pearl St., N. Y.
50c. and $11 all dn ijjiiti.

Are You Restless At Niqht.
.And harassed by a bad cough? 

Use Ballards Horehound Syurp, 
it will secure you .sound sleep 
and effect a prompt and radical 
cure. 2oo 50c and SI.00 bottle at 
Rust it Pittarda.

A preacher used to tell the fol
lowing story: He said h* was
in Appanoosa county, Iowa, 
preaching on one occasion when 
he stopped at a farm house to get 
dinner. While eating, the lady 
inquired his business and he re
plied: “ I’m hunting the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” 
She left the house and in a few 
minutes returned with her hus-, 
band when she said, “ This man 
is hunting lost sheep and I’ll bet 
that old long wool ram that’s 
been around here is his’n.” “ No 
sister, you don’t understand me. 
I’m hunting sinners, those for 
whom Christ died.” “ And is he 
dead?” she asked. “ Yes,” re
plied the man of God, astonished 
at her ignorance. “ And buried, 
too, I reckon?” “ Oh yes, long
ago. “ There now, old man,
1 told you we’d die in ignorance 
for not taking a newspaper.”

How to Succeed in Business.
Keep your liver in good condi

tion by using Simmons’ Liver 
Purifier (tm box). It corrects 
Constipation, cures Indigestion, 
Billiousness, stops Headache, 
gets your heart in the right place 
so you can smile at your neighbor.

NOTICE.
To the ladies of Merkel and 

surrounding country:
Bring your sewing to the South 

Siile Hotel. Would appreciate 
your patronage.

Miss Lela George.

The K. of P. lodge will be in
stituted here Feb. 20, and the in
stallation exercises will be in the 
hands of the Abilene lodge. 
Twenty-four is the number of 
charter members secured.

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let
ter office Feb. 1. When call
ing for them please state adver
tised.

Mattie R. W itt, P. M, 
Brow'n, Dock 
Cavender, E L 
Case, Mrs. M 1’’
Barber, J N 
Daniels, Ellie 
Gray, Mrs Blanch 
Lane, W A 
Martin, W A 
McComick, J W  
Miller Organ Co.
Moore, A J 
Milson, F M 
Parden, Osker 
Ramsey, Joe (2 )
Stubblefield 
Threat, Mrs O E

Open Your Mouth
And swallow one. Cheatham’s 
Laxative Chill Tablets combine 
all the qualities of the best liquid 
chill tonics. Dose always ready. 
Dose always the same. No cure 
— no pay.

Who wants to rent a good five 
room house in Merkel— conveni
ent to school, gf>od barn, lots and 
garden, five acres of land, well 
and wind mill. For particclars 
see Basham, Shepherd Jt Co.

For Boys to Think About
It is easier to keep out of jail 

than to break out, provided you 
begin in time.

It is easier to avoid forming a 
bad habit than it is break aw’ay 
from a bad habit.

The dollar you earn and spend 
is only a dollar; the dollar you 
earn and save is two dollars.

He who makes it a rule to al
ways earn his dollar before he 
spends it, will never be a beggar 
or a slave to debt.

It is easier to avoid beginning 
to tamper with tobacco and stn >ng 
drink than it is to free yourself 
from the appetite if it once be 
acijuired.

Poverty may keep a boy down 
for a time, but if he has in him 
the true mettle he will rise. Jay 
Gould was a povertystricken sur
veyor. Geo. W. Child was a 
bookseller’s errandboy at a salary 
of four dollars a month. John 
Wannamaker started a business 
on a salary of a dollar and a 
quarter a week. Andrew Carne
gie began life on a weekly salary 
of three dollars. Abraham Lin
coln was a miserable poor far
mer’s son. Andrew Johnson was 
a tailor apprentice boy, and 
learned to read after he was mar
ried. James A. Garfield was a 
poor widow’s son, and as a bare
footed boy drove mules on the 
tow-path of an Ohio canal.—  
Religious Telescope.

A repKjrt of the condition of 
the First National Bank of Merk
el will be found in this issue. The 
Mail especially calls your atten
tion to this statement because it 
is doubtful if there is a bank in 
all this country that can make 
such a showing. The First 
National Bank is conducted on a 
sound, safe and conservative 
basis and its rapid strides for
ward is a source of great satis
faction to its patrons and friends, 
as well as to the management of 
the institution. May it continue 
to grow and prosper.

Geo. 8. Berry is in receipt of a 
letter from his brother, Charley, 
who is railroad contracting in 
Old Mexico. Charley has a big 
contract on hand and is in a fair 
way of making a fortune. He 
has many friends here who will

C H EA P JOHN?
W e Deny the CHarg'e,

But CHeap Goods is our Motto! _

After taking stock we find ourselves “ long” 
on some articles and there are a great many odds 
and ends. These are goods which you need al
most every day in the years. They are mainly 
winter goods, but can be used any time of year, 
and hence it is to your interest to investigate our 
stock. During this month we will save you con
siderable on the goods you buy, it makes no dif
ference what it Is, for if we have It you can rest 
assured that we have SHAVED THE PROFIT 
down until it is a mere frazzle.

Come to us for Good Goods and Little Prices.

Yours for a Prosperous Year,

J. P. Sharp & Co,
join The Mail in best wishes for 
his success.

R. H. Collins arrived from the 
east, last night, with a carload of 
hogs, and by noon today almost 
the entire lot had been disposed ' 
of to the farmers. The Mail is 
glad to see them reach out along 
the line of diversification, for it 
pays to “ plant hogs.” Mr. Col
lins is to be commended for his 
foresight and judgement, and for 
.supplying this long felt want.

Mortgages,
Bills of Sale, 

Notes, etc. 
Any Kind 

of Printing at 
Guaranteed 

Prices.
The Mail.

5. W . SHEPPARD
Groceries!
Vegetables
Fruits
Coimtry
Produce
and Fresh
Meats, etc.

W e sell almost 
everything afford
ed by the market, 
and sell at reason
able prices. Come 
to us for your gro
ceries...

W EAK AND LO W  SPIR ITED .
A CorresDondent Thus Describes 

His Experience.
“ I can strongly recommend 

Herbine as a medicine of remark
able efficacy for indigestion, loss 
of appetite, sour taste in the 
mouth, palpitation, headache, 
drowsiness after meals with dis
tressing mental depressions and 
low spirits. Herbine must be a 
unique preparation for cases 
such as mine, for a few doses 
entirely removed my complaint. 
I wonder at people going on suf
fering or spending their money 
on worthless things, when Her
bine is procurable, and so cheap. 
50c a bottle at Rust *  Pittards.

The Mail learns with much re
gret that Mrs. Beavers and fam
ily will leave next week for Ok
lahoma. The young ladies made 
many warm friends here who are 
loath to give them up, but extend 
best wishes for their future wel
fare.

Try reading The Mail.

A Perilous Lesp
From Pike’s Peak, 14,134 feet, 
will not cure softening of the 
brain, but a 25c box of Cheat
ham’s Laxative Chill Tablets will 
cure chills. No cure— no pay.

Mens Opinions of Womsn.
A  handsome woman is always 

right.— German.
A  good wife makes a good 

husband.— French.
She moves a goddess and she 

looks a quenn.— Pope.
Earth’s noblest thing— a wom

an perfected.— Lowell.
Kind words and few are a wom

an’s ornament.— Danish.
The action of woman on our 

destiny is increasing.— Beacon- 
field. -Y

Wisdom in the man, patience 
in the wife, bring peace to the . 
house.—Shakespear.

There is nothing on earth to be ^  
compared with a virtuous and 
lovely woman.— Arabian.

The most beautiful object in . 
the world, it will be allowed, is a 
beautiful woman.— Macaulay.



y Calendars for 1904.
Business men who use calen

dars as one means of advertising 
(and a good one it is, too) should 
hold their orders until our line 
is in. The Mail makes a special
ty of calender work and is pre
pared to save you money on 
them in either largo or small 
quantities.

Don’t send away for anything 
you may need in this line. tf

The Mail to Be Boycotted.
Four or five of the business 

men of the town have openly 
avowed that they are going to 
boycott The Mail— in other words 
they are going to withdraw their 
patronage from it because it is 

'  carrying an advertisement for a 
mail order concern.

In justice to ourselves we are 
compelled to make the following 
statements;

The Mail is a business institu
tion and as such should be con
ducted along business lines. A  
merchant would not refuse to sell 
goods to a man because he lived 
in some other trade territory. A  
newspaper should not be expect
ed to turn down a cash offer sim
ply because it comes from a for
eign concern. We are all out 
after the money.

Now let those who have been 
talking boycot come to us in the 
right way and let’s talk it over. 
If we can not convince them that 
it is a matter of bread and butter 
with us, then we will either dis
continue the objectionable ad- 

 ̂ vertising or step down and out 
and make room for some one else. 
This is a fair proposition. We 
are entitled to a hearing. It is 
not right that we should accede

these demands when disinter
ested parties are sent to us and 
the names of the senders with
held.

Still advertising does not pay—  
oh, no! Will you take the space 
occupied by the mail order con
cern at a discount of 10 per cent?

These are plain statements, but 
they are facts. Bring your 
grievances to The Mail and we 
will meet you half way on any 
proposition. At least give us a 
chance.

To boycot the paper would 
benefit no one, but would only 
cause us to close up shop. This 
we don’t want to do We may be 
starved out, but we want it dis 
tinctly understood that we can 
not be driven out.

UCK-DRAUGHt I
THE ORIGINALI 
IVERMEDICII^
A tallow compltxion, d iu inest,* 

bilioutnett and a coated tongue 
are common indications of lirer 
and kidney diieatet. Stomach and 
bowel troubles, severe at they are,

g ive immediate warning by pain, 
ut liver and kidney troublee, 

though less painful at tne start, are 
much harder to cure. Thedford’s 
Black-Draught never fails to bene
fit diseased nver and weakened kid
neys. It stirs up the torpid liver 
to throw oft the germs of fever and 
ague. It is a certain preventive 
o f cholera and Bright’s disease of 
the kidneys. W iU i kidneys re
inforced oy Thedford’s Black- 
Draught thousands of persons have 
dwelt immune in the midst of yel
low fever. Many families live in 
perfect health and have no other 
doctor than Thedford'a Black- 
Draught. It is always on hand for 
use in an emergency and saves 
many expensive calls of a doctor.

Manias, S. C . March 10.1901.
I have ased Thedferd's BleA-Draa^ 
ferthree years aadlhave not had la go 
to a doctor since I have been laUaglt 
H b the best medidBe for mt that b 
on the marfcsl tor Mver and kidney 

boaWes and dyspensia and other 
ciwelalnto. Rsv. A. 0. LEWS.

Life.
The Philosopher.

Born of love and hope, of 
ecstacy and pain, of agony and 
fear, of tears and joy—dowered j 
with the wealth of two united i 
hearts— held in happy arms, with 
ips upon life’s drifted font, blue- 

veined and fair, where perfect 
pease finds perfect form— rocked 
by willing feet and wooed to 
shadowy shores of sleep by siren 
mother singing soft and low—  
looking with wonder’s wide and 
startled eyes at common things 
of life and day— taught by want 
and wish and contact with the 
things that touch the dimpled 
flesh ef babes— lured by light and 
flame and charmed by color’s 
wondrous robes— learning the 
use of hands and feet, and by the 
love of mimierj’̂ beguiled to ut
ter speech—releasing prisoned 
thoughts from crabbed and 
curious marks on soiled and tat
tered leaves— puzzling the mind 
with crooked numbers and their 
changing, tangled worth— and 
so throngh the years of alterna
ting day and night, until the 
captive grows familiar with the 
chains and walls and limitations 
of a life.

And time runs on in sun and 
shade, until the one of all the 
world is wooed and won, and all 
the lore of love is taught and 
learned again. Again a home is 
built with the fair chamber 
wherein faint dreams, like cool 
and shadowy vales, divide the 
billowed hours of love. .\gain 
the miracle of birth— the pain and 
joy, the kiss of welcome and the 
cradle-song drowning the drowsy 
prattle of the babe.

And then the sense of obliga
tion and wrong— pity for those 
who toil and weep— tears for the 
imprisoned and despised love 
for the generous dead, and in the 
heart the rapture of a high re
solve.

And then ambition, with its 
lust of pelf and {>eace and pow
er, longing to put upon its breast 
distinction’s worthles.s badge. 
Then keener thoughts of men 
and eyes that see behind the 
smiling mask of craft— flattered 
no more by the obsetiuious cringe 
of gain and greed— know the 
usefulness of hoarded gold—of 
honor bought from those who 
charge the usury of self-respect—  
of power that only bends coward’s 
knees and forces from the lips of 
fear the lies of praise. Knowing 
at last the unstudied gesture of 
esteem, the reverent eyes made 
rich with honest thought, and 
holding high above all other 
things— high as hope’s great 
throbbing star above the dark
ness of the dead— the love of wife 
and chiKl and friend.

Then locks of gray and grow
ing love of other days and half 
remembered things— holding the 
withered hands of those who first 
held his, w’hile over dim and lov
ing eyes death softly presses the 
lids to rest. And so, locking in 
marriage vows his children’s 
hands and crossing others on 
the breasts of peace, with daugh
ter’s babes upon his knees, the 
white hair mingled with the gold, 
he journeys on from day to day 
to that horizon where the dusk is 
waiting for the night. At last—  
sitting by the holy hearth of home 
as evening’s embers change 
from red to gray, he falls asleep 
within the arms of her he wor
shipped and adored feeling û K>n 
his pallid lips love’s last and 
holiest kiss.

The little girl which was still
born unto Mr. and Mrs. Charley 
Mann last evening, will, we un
derstand, be buried this evening. 
The Mail extends sympathy.

I IA  “B A R i:” H U N T .^
Hunting for better prices or better treatment 

than you will get at Dickson’s Hardware Store is 
certain to turn out a “ bare” hunt. Take a friend
ly suggestion and visit our store.

we handle a superior line of Stoves and W ag
ons. And we are making close prices.

Nothing is too good for our customers, there
fore we handle the best of everything.

We extend you a special invitation to visit our 
store and inspect our line of Hardware, Imple
ments, Wagons, Buggies, Plows, Stoves, etc.

|w. H. DICKSON.!
J .  T . W A R R E N .  Rmco.

Q E O .  S . B E R R Y .  CASHiem.
Q .  E .  W E S T .  V i c e  P 9CS. 

T.  A.  J O H N S O N . ASST. CASHieir.

THE FIRST NATIONHL BANK.
M E R K E L ,

CAPITAL,
SURPLUS,
PROFITS,

T E X A S .
$ 50,000 
$ 10,000 
$ 1,500
$ 61,500

WE SOLICIT YOUR PATRONAGE.

The scratch of a pin may cause 
the loss of a limb, or even death, 
when blood poisoning results from 
the injury. All danger of this 
may be avoided, however, by 
promptly applying Chamberlain’s 
Fain Balm. It is an antiseptic 
and quick healing liniment for 
cuts, bruises and burns. For 
sale by Rust A Pittard.

Tendency of the Times.
The tendency of medical 

science is toward preventive 
measures. The best thougt of 
the world is being given to the 
subject. It is easier to pre
vent than U) cure. It has been 
fully demonstrated that pneu
monia, one of the most dangerous 
diseases that medical men have 
to contend with, can be prevented 
by the use of Chamberlain’s 
Cough Remedy. Pnuemoma 

results from a cold or

Isn’t It Strange.
How many men like to boast of 

the price they pay for cigars?
How many men like to say! always 

they take no stock in ancestral! from an attack of influenza(grip) 
g l o r y  9 j  and it has been observed that this

How many men like to believe i remedy counteracts any tendency 
they have all the ill luck floating 
around?

How many women try to con - ! ven in many thousands of cases

of these diseases toward pneu
monia. This has been fully pro-

vince others 
attract men?

of their power to in which this remedy has been 
used during the great prevalence 

How many men hang on to an | of colas and grip in recent years, 
idea just because it pleases their j  J ind  can be relied upon with im- 
vanity? plicit confidence. Pneumonia

How many women demand at- often results from a slight
tention becaused of supposed 
advanced position?

How many men are unable to 
explain the principles of their 
religious preference?

How many women torture 
themselves with thoughts of 
other women’s prosperity?

How many women repeat the 
foolish utterances of men?.—  
Philadelphia Bulletin.

W. E. Adams called around 
Tuesday and shoved his Mail 
figures up a few notches.

130 solid gold rings at Ustick’s 
to choose from. Come and ses.

I ^

from a slight cold 
when no danger is apprehended 
until it is suddenly discovered 
that there is fever and difficulty 
in breathing and pains in the 
chest, then it is announced that 
the patient has pneumonia. Be 
on the safe side and take Cham
berlain’s Cough Remedy as soon 
as the cold is contracted. It 
always cures. For sale by 
Rust A Pittard.

Mistake« are Costly.
You can make no mistake by 

using Hunt’s Cure for itch, tet
ter, ringworm and itching piles. 
No cure— no pay.

Best Passenger Service
. . . I N . . .

T E X A S

•No Trouble to Answer Ouostlcns."

DINING C A R S
mmrwmmM

FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS
£ .  9^0 T U R N E R ,  Q E N .  R A S 3 .  A G T o  

OALLAm, raxAm.

Burroughs &  Mann,
Dealers In

Patent Medicines and 
Druggists Sundries 

Fancy & Toilet 
Articles.

A N D BRUSHES
Prescriptions filled by us con

tain only the purest ingredients 
and are compounded by skilled' 
pharmacists.

W. W. Wheeler is in attend
ance upon commissioners court 
at Abilene this week.

I *
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I O ur Business 
Is \Still 
Marching'
F orw ard

W e are pleased to say January 1903 was the best January we 
have witnessed. It^s not so much what we say as what we do, and 
it^s not so much what you pay as what you get that makes Hamil
tons the best traking place

Talk is cheap, and we never make big talk that can not be 
carried out. W e depend on Genuine Bargains, Fair Treat
ment and the Values we give to create customers for this 
store. Remember we have nothing to offer but the best of 
goods for the least money. Spring stock soon to arrive.

J. O. HAMILTON •
PATE & ROLLINS, ,  ,

B A R B E R S ^  Soldiers’ Column |
w w  w w w v  w w w w v  w w  w  w

NORTH FRONT STREET.

I. O. 0. F. LODGE
Xo. ;io5 meets every Tuesday 

nipht. Visiting brethren cor
dially invited to attend.

N. Harrison, N. G. 
Chas. Craven, Sec.

• H. C. W ILLIAM S,
Real Estate and Insurance Agent

Not»rj’ r’ubllc
Tak<Hi .Xoknowl'sltfmentR, Drewt up Deed*. Etc.OFFICE AT WAR.VICK’.'I BANE

DR. J. W. L IT T L E ,
Resideut Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE —  OFFICE IN 
FERRIER BUILDING.

LEEM A N  &, KING,
Physicians & Surgeons
DisctuM'j of M'omen and Children a Specialty. 

Ofllce, Rurroughs A Mann’s Drug Store.

M ORE L IV E S  S A V E D
...BT t'BINO...

Dr. King's New Discovery
...roR...

Consumption, Coughs and Colds
Than by All Other Throat and 

Lung Remedies Combined.
TnU wonderful medicine positively cures Con
sumption, Coughs, Colds, Hroncbltls, Asthma. 
Pneumonia, May Fever, Pleurisy. l.aGrtppe, 
Iloarseness. Sore Throat, Croup and Whooping 
Cough N O  C U R E .  N O  R A Y .

Price 50c A S I. Trial Bottles Free.

W. W. W H E E L E R .
Real Estate, Life, Fire and Tor

nado Insurance Agent, 
Notary Public.

Takes Acknowh-dgements, Draws up De«>dB,etc. 
Office In First National Bank.

Merkel Camp No. 719, W.O.W. 
—meets every second and fourth 
Saturday night in each month at 
the I. O. O. F. Hall.

G. E. Comegys, C. C. 
John Elliott, Clerk.

H E L P F U L  Some newspapers print 
P E A D I N Q  matter to flil up space.

Much of thia Is harmful 
reading. It Is the aim of the Semi- 
W eekly News to give helpful reading. 
Thousands will testify to Us helpfulness 
to them. Ask your neighbor.

has helped many. It 
T H E  F A R M E R S ’ Is not the theory of 
D E P A R T M E N T . ,  fanning written by 

college profeasora 
and others up North on (conditions that 
don.t nt Texas. It Is the actual exp«>rt- 
enees of farmers her<> at home who have 
turned over the soil.

If you are not taking The 
S P E C I A L  Merkel Mail you should be. 
O P P E R . .  It Is helpful to the bast In

te r<*sts of your town and 
county. For 0 1 .76, cash In advano>, 
we will mall you The Merkel Mall and the 
Galveaton or the Dallas Semi-Weekly 
News for 12 months. The News stops 
when your time Is out.

We Tell no Secrete.
II is un open secret that Hunt’s 

Lightning Oil cures everything 
except broken hearts and soften
ing of the tirain. 25 and 50c.

The Gallant Smiths.
After General Grant had look

ed over the ground and said in 
that emphatic way of his, “ The 
place must be taken,’’ there was 
nothing else to do but take it of 
course. A column was formed, 
w’ith General C. F. Smith’s di
vision on the left and Lew W al
lace’s on the right. One of the 
8ur\’iving veterans of that time 
says: “ The ground in front of
Smith was covered with abitis 
too thick for a rabbit to get 
through, but old Smith rode right 
in frxint of the center, as erect as 
a ramrod, and though I was 
nearly scared to death, I saw his 
white mustac’heover his shoulders 
and so went ahead. At the abitis 
the men fell in heaps. The fire 
was awful, and, seeing some 
wavering. Smith put his cap on 
his sword, swung it high in the 
air and yelled: ‘Come on, boys!
No flinching now!’ as cool as a 
cucumber. Picking a path a- 
mong the trees, our men followed 
their gallant chief up the hill and 
planted their colors on thebreast- 
w’orks.’’

The Smiths were “ in it’’ that 
day, sure enough, for still anoth
er of the name affordert a strik
ing instance of coolness under 
fire. Wallace’s division was led 
by the Eleventh Indiana zouaves 
and the Eighth Missouri under 
Colonel Morgan 1. Smith. As 
they set out on the ascent Col
onel Smith lit a cigar and led the 
way until they reached the crest. 
Before they reached it, how'ever, 
his cigar had been shot away, 
and taking out another, he asked 
for a match, which was handed 
him by a soldier.

“ Thank you,’’ he said. “ Take 
your place now’. We are almost 
up.’’

J. J. M ILLER ,
Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public, 

Land and Collecting Agent.
Will prtctlc« In all the courts of T<*xs.h. All i 

bualn<*«)i entrustrtl to my can* will twelve ' 
prompt attention. W’ Ul pay tax>*s for non-ivsl- | 
dentN, also pay intorMt on lands for all who may 
tnait their Dusln.^ with me; will make proof! 
of final settlement on homostead a id school land 
property. I solicit your patronatrs. S-lpd '

the Confederates, the Union 
troops had no sooer got outside 
their breastworks before P’orrost 
wa.s upon them like a demon, 
having a tw’o horse battery, the 
pieces of which were charged 
with canister. He opened up at 
a range of only <i0 yards. Such 

 ̂a terrible gap w as formed that 
I the Union men w’ere thrown into 
confusion, taking advantage of 
which two Confederate brigades 
charged hotly into the mass and, 
quickly taking six guns, turned 
them upon the foe. soon changing 
apparent victory for the Unions 
into pronounced defeat. This 
victory w’as won by Forrest at 
Bride’s Farm, Mississippi, and 
was the outcome of Sturgis’ at
tempt to sweep him from Sher
man’s line of communication.

A Victory by Forrest,
It was General Forrest’s motto, 

80 tradition states, to “ get there 
fustest with the mostest men’’ 
and to swreep his opponennts off 
their feet by the vehemence of 
his onslaughts. At one time, 
however, he was aparently taken 
at a disadvantage when General 
Sturges, with an army of 8,000 

I men, confronted Forrest when he 
had ŵ ith him not half that num
ber of troopers. He assailed 
Sturgis on his own chosen po
sition and was at first repulsed, 
his leading brigade being hurled 
back with terrible slaughter from 
the breastworks of rails and logs 
behind which were intrenched 
his foes. Believing that the time 
had come to advance and charge

The Southern and Northern Heroes.
A bill appropriating S20.000 

has been introduced in the 
Pennsylvania legislature for the 
erection of a bronze equestrain 
statue to the memory’ of General 
Robert E. Lee, with the proviso 
that the V’irginia legislature 
appropriates an equal sum for the 
same purpose. The Virginia 
legislature has met the provision 
of the Pennsylvania legislature, 
and it would appear that the 
millenium had come, but not so. 
Various camps of Grand Army 
men are protesting against hon
oring the great Virginian. The 
attitude the south should assume 
with reference to northern heroes 
is best illustrated by an incident 
supposed to have occured be
tween a Britsb and German sailor. 
Meeting in a drinking place, the 
latter proposed a toast to the 
health of the German Emperor 
to which the Briton readily drank. 
In turn the Briton proposed the 
health of his Queen, but the Ger
man balked. “ Then up comes 
your bloody hemperor,’’ and 
suiting his action to his words 
ran his finger down his throat 
and up came the toast to the Em
peror. The south has long since 
accepted the results of the war, 
and is willing to honor the lead
ers of the other side, and in fact, 
has done so. Mississippi has a 
picture of Lincoln in its new cap
itol, and other states have from 
time to time shown its apprecia
tion of the virtues of northern 
heroes. But, however, if the 
memories of southern heroes are 
to be caluminated by the north

^A Mint of Money^
With a g(M)d Farm 

Wagon on the place. 
We realize this, and 
that’s just why we 
offer you the....

STUDEBAKER 
WAGON . . .

It’s built of high material 
by master workmen...

JOHN DEERE BUGGIES, 
HANCOCK DISC PLOWS, 
STANDARD DISC PLOWS, 
Hardware, Farm Machinery.

If you buy it here, it’s RIGHT 1

GEO. L  PAXTON
e .

ABILENE, TEXAS. P

J
ern press and public, as a matte r 
of self respect it is time for the 
south to let testimonials to north
ern leaders be found alone in the 
north.

Cancer Cured
Mr. W. W. Prickett, Smithfield 

Ills., writes. Sept., 10th, 1901: 
‘•I had been suffering several 
years with a cancer on my face, 
which gave me great annoyance 
and unceurable itching. I was 
using Ballards Snow Liniment 
for a sore leg, and through an 
accident, I rubbed some of the 
liniment on the cancer, and as it 
gave me almost instant relief, I 
decided to continue to use the 
linimeton the cancer. In a short 
time the cancer came out, my 
face healed up and there is not 
the slightest scar left. I have 
implicit faith in the merits of this 
preparation, and it cannot be too 
highly recommended.’’ 25, 50c 
and $1.00. For sale by Rust A 
Pittard.

R.B.USTICK
dealer in

Watches, Clocks, Jew
elry, Etc*

Repairing a Specialty.
Escaped An Awful Fate.

Mr. H. Haggins of Melbourne, 
Fla., writes,“ My doctor told me 
I had consumption and nothing 
could be done for me. I was 
given up to die. The offer of a 
free trial bottle of Dr. King’s 
New Discovery for Consumption 
induced me to try it. Results 
were startling. I am now on the 
road to recov’ery and owe all to 
Dr. (King’s New Discovery. It 
surely saved my life.’’ This 
great cure is guaranteed for all 
throat and lung diseases by 
Rust A Pittard, Druggist. Price 
50c A $1.00. Trial Bottles free.

The Mail gives all the news.
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