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' OF CHRISTMAS MORN,
>f>the m e rry  m o rn in g , 

red  b u rn s  th ro u g h  th o  g ra y , 
w in try  w orh l lies w aitliiK  

g lo ry  o i  th e  day. 
b e a r  a  tU ful ru sh in g  

t  i th o u t  u p o n  th e  s ta ir ,  
tw o  w h ite  p h a n to m s  ooniing, 

a tc h  th e  g leam  o f su n n y  h a ir .

\ r e  th e y  C h r is tm a s  fa l i te i  s te a lin g  
R o w s o f l i t t le  sock.s to till? 

t r e  th e y  a n g e ls  f lo a tin g  h ith e r  
W ith  th e i r  m e ssa g e  of good w ill?

years but in experience. Did it not 
make the  difference between eighteen 
and tw enty? Surely, when one had 
left the ir  teens behind them it was 
time to learn wisdom.

Ah! Alice would not whisper to her 
own thoughts  tha t there had been a n 
o ther teacher th a t  not t J easy would 
have been the  lesson of forgetfulfiess 
had not ano ther  lessou been conned in 
its  stead. It was all a bewildering

■ mui  ̂ i ( (1 i.ps.
t ’ni lr>;inly er.oui-h. tlieir \v< .¡din.u 

daj W.I.! r d  for C hristm as Day. th > 
tidrd  aauiver.sary of John Maxwell’s 
leave-taking. Dent wanted the evenr 
fixed for a nearer date. Alice was 
persistent. Perhaps she Irad a special

...EVERYTHING AT...

h a t  sw e e t spell th e se  e lves a re  w eav ing , i i ^ z e  ill t h e  l i t t l e  b e a d  u n d e r  th e
Vs lik e  la rk s  th e y  o h lrp  an d  s lu g ; 
U p a lm s  o f p eace  from  h eav en  

T hat th e so  lovely  sp ir i ts  b rin g  V

J>' fe e t upon  th e  th r .s h o ld ,  
h lager fa c e s  p eep in g  th ro u g h .

W ith  th e  f irs t red  r a y  of su n sh in e .
C h a n tin g  c h e ru b s  com e In v iew ; 

M is tle to e  a n d  g le a m in g  holly.
S y m b o ls  o f  a  b lessed  day ,

111 th e i r  ch u b b y  h a n d s  th e y  c a r ry . 
S tre a m in g  a ll a lo n g  th e  w ay.

W ell w* krtbw  th e m , n e v e r  w e a ry  
O f - th i s  In n o cen t su rp r is e ;

W a itin g , w a tc h in g , lis te n in g  a lw a y s .
W ith  fu ll h e a r ts  an d  te n d e r  eyes. 

W h ile  o u r  l i t t le  h o u seh o ld  an g e ls . 
W h ite  a n d  g o ld en  In th e  sun .

G re e t u s  w ith  th e  sw ee t old w eh 'nm e. 
" M e rrv  O hrU tm a.s, ev e ry  o n e!"

’S

His Reveivge
A CKri*<ma.s Mory ^

poor word 
in eloriuenci

I t  wag C hris tm as  Kve th a t  year eloquence n 
when John  Maxwell went away to are  words ol 
m ake hla m ark  in thia world. Alice love yon ;' I la v e  but one hope In life. 
Tow er was ju s t  eighteen. They had and th a t  is. lat you will share it. It 
been lovers for a  few years and were is not niucl» ‘at I ran  of'er you. dear, 
now engaged. Som ething th a t  she had p(‘rl;r.p.-' I si mild say wait, before I

masses of rich brown hair, with just 
a  glint of red among them  as the sun 
gave them  its farewell kiss.

But a brighter red stole into the 
rounded cheek as a well-known step 
drew nearer, and a shadow for which 
the  apple trees were not responsible 
was throw n beside hers.

"Good evening, Mias Alice.” said a 
cheery voice. "1 thought th a t  1 should 
find you here. The evening is too 
lovely for Indoor life.”

•Yes." she answered, "It la very 
lovely.

".As it should be,” he added, in low
er, more linprei.'slve tones, " to  grace 
your presence. .Mii-e,” he continued 
tliruwing liims.df on thir ground be
side her, " s ’ 1 1 fell yi u why I am
so glad to t1. ti you here Because It 
.seems the na st lilting place to teil 
you somethi ’ else. \v>-lch, though 
>ou must a know it is fit tha t
1 should pi into word.!. Th*y are 

(ling. I ant nut versed 
ami even »ere I, here 
it Stamm r. But they 
as the  world itself. T

said to him about the quality of the take yoii froi.i vour comfortable hon'e.
dioiild I. If you lov.> 
ind bravely by njy side, 

sliure whatever s torm s 
in .store for us, as  we 
lil'i.\ .M'-e what is 
Will you be my wife"? '

p resen t he b rought to her on Christ- But yet, vvh 
mas Eve piqued him. "Two years nie. you will 
from now,” he said, "I will come back and w# will 
to c la im 'you .  Then 1 will be a rich lUc ;na> hav 
m an .” These had been John  Max-1 t its »> 
well's last words; and there  had been you, answet 
a  fire In his eye. and certain  lines of .xii, if had come at last. Once the 
de term ina tion  about his mouth which girl iiad tried to check the torren t of 
augured  th a t  he would make them  1 i> words, lie i n  I i iit caught tk? lit- 
good. But the  two years had passed He, de la im ne  lianil in his own s trunc  
and  six m on ths  more and Alice had palm an I held it tifi'itly. The small 
heard  no word. ' :i«l diouped lovver. A short.

S itt ing  under the old apple tree  one gapping sob was in her throat,  le tting 
\  w arm  May afternoon, she idly won- no word tind its way there. W hat

• .M.* V» KIa;i allxxriiVAX cmVA \X* tl Qdered w hether  his silence gave her was she to do? Two years ago she
ain o r  pleasure. W hen John  had b id - ; had given aiu .lher promise; two years 
eiv her  good-by the  thoo :h t of his re- cf toil and homesteknefca had teen  

tu rn  had been the sos. .uing power j endured for her sake; but f«»i si.x 
In the  m om ent of h.s departure, m ouths  she liad lieard nothing. l*er- 
Though «he had shed b itter  tears  over | hfips John  la d  forgotten h e r - a s  ah. 
the  s tory  of his many failures; though «ho liad almost added, "as she had 
she had received with ¿ ladness the forgott*Mi liui,." But ol John D* ni 
knowledge of his first successes; Dexter knew nothing, and Dent Uex- 
tbough she had once waited with im- te r  she loved. So it was. th a t  when, 
patience for le tters  th a t  did not come, half wondcilog at her long silence h*. 
she now felt It to be a lm ost a relief again vuiiaied  his question, s h ;  simp- 
—nay, quite—for two years is a lonjf. ly rais<u to him the  sweet, fa ir face, 
long time, and  Alice felt th a t  in two and l o n l n  t with what he read there, 
vanra eha »ina o'rivwn nld not nnlv ln he stooj.ed aiid Pressed his fi-Pt kiss

r
S i A 6K  L eg  V a c c i n e

PARK-DAVIS
PASTEUR’S
EXCELSIOR

We are agents in Merkel for these well-knowti brand« of 
Mack Leg Vaccine. They are the best on the m arket to-day . 
Ye can supply your wants for almost a t ” quantitv , and our 
irices are as low as you will find any 'n  th||a country.

if you need anyth ing  in this line we s' 
with you on either large or small quur

^  f i g u r e

SAVE YOUR C.

reason for fixing the  tim e so far
ahead. Poor John  Maxwell! Maybe 
she th o u sh t  of him.

In all these weeks she bad told him 
nothing of John. Somehow she could 
not g a ther  courage to frame the 
words. And John had forgotten lier. 
He would never know. It was better 
th a t  he should not. Ixjve is ever 
jealous, and he might upbraid lier, or 
th ink  even while he had won her tha t 
she might prove inconstant to him a« 
to her first lover. Some day when 
she was his wife, his very own, she 
would whisper the story into his ear. 
and then they would bury poor John 
together.

Somebody has  said it was had luck 
for a bride to dou her wedding die.sa 
before the \veddlug day. It was ail 
nonsense, Alice thought, aa later, she 
stood before her m irror and saw re 
flected tliere her own form clad in its 
wlilte silken robes.

Poor John! She wished she liad not 
though t of him. as .'ihe stood in her 
wedding dress. The a ir  was very 
heavy tonight, it was th is  whlcli op
pressed her so.

"Come in,” she called to the knock 
a t  her door.

The little maid entered.
“ Oh. Miss Alice! law, Mis«, how 

beautiful you do look. The gentle
man is dow nstairs and wants to see 
you immeJ te. Miss.”

The gentleman! Of course she 
m eant Dent. She had u great mind 
to run down just as she was, to hear 
if he would echo the little maid'« ver
dict, and say tha t he, too. thought her 
beautiful. The impulse of vanity w is  
not to be resisted, and ga thering  up 
her silken sk ir ts  she ran  lightly down 
the stairs. The room wa.s in shadow 
the large, old-fashioned lamp on the 
table burnln : dimly; hut s it t ing  in a 
corner on the sofa «he saw a m an’s 
form, a man who rose impetuously to 
his feet as she entered.

W ith a ST lie upon her  lips and in 
her eyes, and a bright spot of scarle t 
in her cheeks, she tripped across t l i e , 
door and turned  the lamp so th a t  its 
light s trea i -d full upon her, t b e u . 
looked up into Dent’s face to see the 
look of love and adm iration  gathering  

, there—looked to find It not Dent, out 
; some one who. for a  moment, seemed 

a s tranger—some one whose face wa.s, 
bronzed and bearded, but with a 
s trange  paPor ga thering  on it as he 
looked In v .n for the v ords of love 
and recognition which did not come— ‘ 

: looked from her own paling face, from 
the  dying spots of scarle t in lier 

' cheek, to die silken tra in  which 
swept the  floor In Its purity , and the 
orange flowers she bad fastened in her 
breast. Yes, she knew him now. It 
was John, come home to claim iier 
for his very own. Hia voice was very 
hoarse when he spoke.

“ I came for my bride," he said. “ Is 
she here? Is th is  dress for me ”

WHOLESALE COSH
at TH E STAR STORE.

In order to close out all goods as near 
as possible by Jan. 1st, we offer our en
tire stock at ACTUAL COST. Our stock 
is broken in many lines, but we still 
have a pretty fair assortment of Men’s 
and Boys’ Clothing and Ladies’ Capes. 
Big lot of regular 10c Cotton Flannel, 
good width, heavy fleece, for only 7Mc. 
Double width Percale 4^c. Calicoes 3'4c. 
Yard wide Percale, suitable for Boys’ 
Waists and Shirts, only 7Mc. Good wdtli 
heavy weight Outing worth 12Mc, only 
6%c. Nice line Bed Comforts, Blankets 
and White Quilts. Heavy weight, fleece 
lined Ladies’ Vests, only 18c. Ounita 
Union Suits 45c, worth 75c. A few Ta
ble Covers and Scarfs; make nice Xmas 
Presents for the ladies and grls. Candy 
10 and 15c lb. A box of 10c Roseberry 
Cigars would make nice present for hus
band or sweetheart. 50 for $3.00. Come 
at once and take advantage of this sale. 
Goods will not last long at these Prices.

Yours truly.

■\

Th i Star Store Co.
We still pay the Highest Market Prices

for Cotton.

ueauiy to n iP .  1 loved you then. Be- 
llevo me, I loved you then."

Through the open window stole h e r '  
words, paralyzing the form of an  un- i 
seen listener, wlto had a t tha t momenta 
appeared upon the scene. W hat did It 
mean? j

He heard not the man'« answ ering
words—"Foi'.Mve you? N ever!”—but

never knew until, a year lat*' 
husband bent over her where - 
with her baby boy sleeping o ' 
breast, and told her all. tlm .sf 
ing with a proud glan/(> at 

"H e gave us our Impp'
We will name our boy 
who wreaked on us s r

"H ave pity ,” she walled, in answer. 
“Two years were such a  long while. 
For six months I had not heard. 1 
thought you were dead, or had forgot
ten me— ”

“ Men do not forget,” he answered. 
“ We leave tlmt to the  women who un
do us. Six months! And it seemed 
to  you a long time to wait. Child, do 
you know what I have endured for 
th e  reward of th is  m om ent? W h at 
was hunger, toil, privation, homeslck- 
nesB to me? I a lm ost welcomed them, 
for ever behind them  all was the 
though t th a t  all were for you, for the 

■iSiday which was slowly, slowly creeping 
'.^w hen  I m ight s tand  before you 

^ay: ‘Alice, I have proved my
' '  a price. You m ay accept it, 

'd, fear. It has been 
re.' And when, six 

crowning success 
learch of you; but 

had done the ir

saw . last, mad, passlunate em 
brace as ho rynatched her unresisting 
form in his arms and covered lier face 
with kisses wliicli seemed half hatred  
and lialf love, Uu*n released her and 
wont out into the night.

Tlie next day a little uote was put 
into .lolin .Maxwell’s hand, and, as  he 
tore it open, the s trong  man trembled 
like a cliild. He bad giwwn calmer 
since the n ight previous, though all 
the joy and lightnes.s had died out of 
ills life.

THE HOME G '
An Ingenious Treatm  

are  Being C u re ^  
selves. J

No Noxious Doses, 
es. A Pleasant 
Liquor Habit.

anu

"Viiii h a v e  hnil y o u r  r e w n g e ."  ahe 
w rote . “T h e  m an  I w as  to  B ia rry  saw  

' yon la k e  me In y o u r  a rm s , a n d  h e a rd  
m e sa y  th a t  I hud loved you. Pw rhaps 

i I d ese rv ed  my p u n ish m e n t, bu t it is v e ry  
I bltte?'. You le f t m e tw o  y e a rs . If you 

hiid loved me you w ould  uo t liavu  dune 
. so. I w as a eh lld , an d  I fo rg o t you  an d  
j le a rn ed  to  love a n o th e r . I no lo n g er 

a sk  you to  fo rg iv e  me. s luce  you huve 
w reak ed  upon m e y o u r  rev e o g e ."

His own life s tretched  bare and 
blank and desolate before him. For 
a moment he felt a wild joy th a t  so 
hers might prove. The next, a f te r  a 
brief struggle, his manhood con
quered. His revenge should be som e
th ing  nobler than  a girl 's  wrecked life 

j  —something which, a f te r  long and 
lonely yoant, he m ight recall w itboat 
a  blush af shame.

Dent IJexter was alone In th e  to t -  
tago h id “ ■''pared for his bcUe 
» ittir  1 head, when Jh ’

It Is now genppally known iiri 
Drunkenness Is a disease and r. 
body filled with poison and n< 
shattered by periodical o r c n i s f  
Icatlng liquors, r«‘quliv 
neutralizing and era '’ 
stroylng the cravlr 
may now cur«» th 
llclty or loss or  ̂
derful "HOM I 
p<‘rfected e 
tn 'atm ent

I
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%HE MERKEL MAIL.

E I D  J .  L_E:e: M  A N ,  
E D I T O R  AMD R R O R R I  E T O  R

in ih»' Postofflo* at M^rkt*!, Ti*kii.s , as 
muti m atttor.

SviljRcriplioTi tesi
. 'r»<* ft-ar 
- \  month^ 

r«“* m onths 
Invartahly  In artvancti“.

sl.tlO
..V)

\nV I'.K ri'sIMt; HATR.S . m onth
>• Ini'h 8{>a(i‘ >( .y)

■\to tnoh spaop 1,00
g  .^»r!.,T colum n (I 1-2 indhos) jisc

.11 ooiumn <y Inches) I.OO
> ■ < oliinin (Is  inches) 7 .5C
' ou r issue« c o n s titu te  a  m onth . . \ll  advcrti«c- 
iits run  and ch a iy .s l fo r  un til o rdeis 'd  ou t, 

111 'S lim it is specifitHl whim in se rtio n  is m ade, 
oial price* on tim e co n tra c ts .

•ocal n o t ic e s .c e n ts  p«r line, eacli insertion.

.\O TK  KS.
minunications to  insure publicatioii must 

ar the  siirnaiur>; of the w riter, as well as the 
'm Je  plume under which they w rite. This is 

r- ;utrcii merely as a guaran tee of (food faith.
im itunrles. Cards or Thanks, e tc ., a re  inserted 

a', ’lie-half the  ri’irular advertlsinK rates. Posi- 
•iv ‘l> no deviation tm m  this rule.

T h e  (T ir ls ti i ia s  I'n tlilliiK .
Provident lioiisewivct; uro now pre- 

p.iiiiiK tlieir ( ’hristnuis p ’lnni pudding. 
Mtini pudding is much improved by 
^tanding several weeks Itefore it is 
iiscil. An excellent recipe for Chrlst- 

pudding consists of th ree-foiirths 
of a potmd of suet chopped very tine. 
Mi\ with i t  while chopping a table- 
spi’onful of flour; th ree -fourths  of a 
poimd of raisins, seedeil; th ree -fourths  
of a itound of curran ts , th ree -fourths  of 
;i pound of sugar, th ree -fourths  of a  
pouml of fresh bread crunilis, the  gra- 
uii zest of one ienum, one-fourth  of a 

’:il of candied orange peel and cit- 
ut into th in  shavings, one-lialf 
'onful each of ground cinnam on, 

nutm eg and allspice. Mix the 
erlals toge ther  thoroughly  and  

dd six eggs, one a t  a  time, and  
iilf cupful of b r a n ' " .  Add an- 

egg if too stiff ant', more bread 
hs if too soft. \Vet a s trong  
in cold water, w ring  it  dry. but- 
;md dredge it with flour. T u rn  

nixture into the  cen ter  and  draw  
oth together over the  top, leaving 
fur the pudding to swell a little, 

ie it firniiy. (Jive it a good round 
Pat it into a pot of boiling 

Having it completely covered 
Witter, (’over the  pot and boll for 
lours. l o not let the w ater  fall 
r the pudding and in adding more 
lio hot. .After U is removed from 
v.iier 1ft it rest in the bag ten  

.• to harden a litt.e. T hen  cu t 
ring and tu rn  it carefully  into a  

ilpfore serving pour a little  
(iy. if you like, over the  piHldlng 

; toi.i h a match to i t  ju s t  before 
'vini:.

%

I 'l i r  C l i r U t n i a «  T r a v e l e r .  w
cn Chri.-Tiuas day dawns m any a 

vili !»e unfo r tuna te  enough to 
If fili- from home wltli no 

I f .iodiug ther-' for th e  cele- 
fhe .greatc-st holiday of all 

iUituy of these th is  neces- 
s a bitt'"” misfortune, 

'•IS w’l ave not the 
 ̂ »em it such ii inis-

« ** perhap.s no .settled
"es or no especial 

. e> yearn  to lie on 
esp jteople are 

^  ml>ers. Most
^  trave ling  on 

^  '• jLng so Itpcause
it necessary. They 

m inute of the tlay to 
*nuld join in the nierri- 
.tic.s with those who are

»f.
'e tu rned  In 

one of us 
he F in is  

The 
- h e r e  

♦ur
be
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T0 Be Slaughtered

Prize Ring Made Into a Kitchen.
Almost anythin^f may he (vviterieiV tjk 

now (Imii)o lunch hour at the Jack-| 
son (’ounly'1)em<Hraiic i ’luh. 'Phe' |Q |  
old prize rinj; has hemi rt*lt‘gated to' 
the kitchen. When President j 
Kemper took hold of the eliih he; 
made a solemn vow ihal never dur-j 
ing his administratitvn wouhl lisiicj 
entertainments he permitled. and; 
when it week ago the chef ln»wle<l'I
fora now kitchen, lahles. plate raeksj 
and scullery fittings he iilso howleil; 
for hnnher and a earpejuor.

“Take the prize ring.' >aitl the 
president with a wave of his ha ml. 
“M«kt‘ that thing into tallies and 
plate racks and scnllery thiings. I' 
expect the niiniite you put the 
knives and forks on the thing they 
nill jump to the ((“nter and start a 
battle royal, hut I can not help it.
Bring on your e<»r]K*nter."

So the carpenter was put to work 
and yi*sterilav morning the la«it vest
ige of the ring on which "Young 
CortK’tt '’ and other gentry of that 
like diinetMl wa> iran«forme'j into 
the hiiiiiMe thoffgh more ust'ful ad
juncts of a kitchen.

"I guess wt* will hiive lo tell l)im- 
milt." iUggosted Iteaeon Uiilge, ever 
minilful of the iiivh enemy of the 
club.

/

A Million Voices 
t ’ouhl hanlly express the thank.sj 

of Homer Hall, of West Point,! 
lU. Listen w hy: A severe cold|
,iad settled on his lungs, eausingj 
a most obstinate cough. Several 
[thysieians said he had consum p
tion. but could not help him. 
When all thought he was doomed 
he began to use Dr. K ing’s New 
Discovery for f ’onsumption and 
w’rites—“ it completely cured me 
and saved my life. 1 now weigh 
227 j)ounds.’*jj 5 I t’s positively 
guaranteed ftu* etiughs, et^lds and 
lung troubles. Price “)0e and 
Sl.(M). Trial bottles free at Rust 
& P itta rd ’s.

Pitchers, Pitchers and Pitchers. ,
A  . \ e w i u k .  , \ .  .1.. w u m a n  lu i -  ’ 

c o l l e c t io n  o f  l . . ‘>oo |utch<M>. n o  tw o  
o f  w h i c h  i i r e  a l i k e .  ' I 'h e v  a rc  o f  I 
e v e ry  sh a p e  a n d  l o l o r  u n d e i  th e  - u n , |  
a n d  h a v e  been p ic k e d  u p  in  ; i l l  i l i e '  
o d d  n o o k -  iu n i  c o rn e rs  < f  t h e  w o r l d . j  
O n e  o f  t l i e n i  was o h t i i i n c d  a t  t h e  l i i - i  
t i e  s to re  t h a t  l l i e k e n s  i m n m r t j t l i z e d  
as “ th e  o ld  c t i r i o s i i y  ; ' 'o p .  d ’ h e j  
w h o le  l,.*iOO : i re  o n  e x h i b i t i o n  in  t h e j  
r o o m s  o f  i h i '  N e w  . le rs e y  l I i s t o r i e ; t I  
S o c ie ty .

-------  ♦  ——

Biograph Craze in British Society.
d ’ he h io g n i p h  c r j iz e  o'" t h e  S o- 

I t c i j i g  e t j i l i i le d  l i y  ih» i n i i - l e c o p c  
n ra n ia  o f  t o d a y  in  F . i i ' i l a m l .  and 
K n g l i s h  - o e ie iv  d e l i g h '»  in  M -e ing 
ie s e l f  i is  th e  l i i o g n ip h  > iiws i i .  , \ i  
a n  e x h i b i t i o n  in  B i n g h a m p i o n  lie» 
o t h e r  d i i v  M r - ,  ( ' l u i n i ’ • r i a in  r.-.iiK* 
a c ro ss  !i r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h e r  h n s lM i id  
m a k i n g  h is  speech i i t  B le n h e im  " I t  
is  w o n d e r f u l .  . l o e . "  ^he e .X ch i in iM l to  
i i e r  l iu s h i i n d .  " W h y .  I iim j u s t  t ie  ■ 
i n g  m y  p i i r . i . -o l .  ”

The Evolution of Lcadville.
“ F r o m  a m i n i n g  c a m p  w i t h  ji re -  

] n i t a t i o n  f o r  b lo o d s h e d  t h a t  e x te n d s  
t o  th e  o c e i tn . "  says th e  l iC a d v i l l e  
( ( ’o l . )  D e m tH - ra t .  ‘ ‘ L c a d v i l l e  h a s  d e 
v e lo p e d  i n t o  o n e  o f l h e  m o s t  U j i r i g h t  
c i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a.s f r e e  f r o m  

io le n e e  i im l  c r i m e  o f  a n y  k i n d  as ii

«
«
«

«
«

I
t

We will commence Friday De
cember 6th, to sell our entire stock 
at Slaughter Prices. A great many 
lines we will sell regardless of 
Cost. The house we are in has 
been rented by G. "V. Cane & Co., 
and that will throw us without a 
house. And so far we have been 
unable to get another that we can 
go into. So we will be compelled 
to sell our entire stock of

Clothing, Dress 
Goods, Millinery 

and Shoes
AT ABSOLUTE COST FOR THE 

NEXT THIRTY DAYS.
W e m ean  every  w o rd  w e say  in  th is  ad., an d  

w ill b a r ry  o u t ex ac tly  w h a t w e say.

Rollins & Young.
«
<0»

n

Diver’s Limitations.
Submarine diver- have not yet 

¡iueeeeded in reaching ’¿00 feel below 
the surface with all tlte advautagt» of 
armor, air .«¡tipply and weights to 
sink them. d’hi* elVort has i.een 
made to reach a wreck in *jjO feet of 
water. ’̂I’he accounts stale that at 
loO feet, the diver began to exjieri- 
ence serious iroulile, .\l ‘iOO feet, 
after suffering terrirdy, he lost con- 
Bciousness ami was hauled up. Div
ers cannot work mueli below' loO 
feet.

M»d,
The Best is the Cheapest.

Not how cheap, but how 
is the (question.

The Twice-a-W eelj 
[not as cheap as are 
ed new spapers. Bui 
eheaj) as it is posajy 
first-class news} 
all the news thai

all the yearing. If you rei 
round, you are(

A WORTHtMjCECSSOR.
"Som ething N e l ^ ^ d e r  tJi« Sun." 

•Ml doctors h«Te tried  Cwarr
, use of powders, acid iraa«a.

i>osted on

b l i c  ¡» t form. T h e i r d r y  up the  muo'uoua 
, . 'm em branes L%u#a'<^*^em to crack  open ami
e St)-eall- bleed. The a tld s  used in the Inhalers

have enti^*y eaten aw ay the  same memb: _
..  I that m akers hare  aimed to  c u r^  'lvhlla 

t o  s e J J  a  I p ^ e s  and ointm ents can not reach ■«> disease. 
It I)rint*E*' experienced p ractitioner who has for

4-u ‘ .-„f "“ "y  J'®**'“ a close Study and specialty ofwt>rth prin t - t^e treatm ent of C atarrh  has a t last perfected a 
treatm ent which, when faithfully used, not only 
relieves a t once, but perm anently cures C atarrh , 
by r«>moring the cause, stopping the discharge«

J

the
affairs »'“louring all Inflammation. It Is the only rem- 

important and^^ ^  , lody known tomSencethat mutually «^he. tl * '
niiu j diHicted paru. This wonderful remedy is knoa 
th a t ' »* “SNl'FFLES, the Guaranteed CaUrrh Cun

•w Kngluml villag 
lie*eii Imuiglit h' 
Mice of the , 

iiily. 'I'lii 
'1 of oHi(g'’‘ 

V ,//.

' I ’ "Ceti It 
1

Voted as They Pleased.
Among -urjirising incidents of 

the recent city aiul emmty electio’ 
in New York Stale was the v' 
of .1, N. Locke, wlio 
slieriff of Hamilto' 
ppudeiit voters w«M 
all eaiiditialts no

of the world, 
most reliai^*'.J 
money aVid 
and 

y ' ’

It is the 
news»'

, __ I and Is sold a t the extrem ely low prle» of O i^
I Dollar, each package ixaitalnlng t n t s i j ^ ^ ^  lex - 

S t i n - ’ medicine sufliclent for
_ ■ treatm ent and everything neesaaa 

feet use.
by all! ‘‘HNUFFLES’’ is the only porf’

¡ever made and Is now recognixed 
; and poBltire cure for that annoyf

mtsi^  leir-
» O f ^ ^ i i ’s

1
year, i Ing dlsea*̂ ’

V

i

J



f

iivoK Oinease and duny^er lurk in l l i e j  
witl^ . ital orj2;ans. Tho blood befomosl 

V.» o|)i*nt vitiatod and the jj;eneral health is| 
ih healthiundi^rmined whenever the stom-j 
with itaiaeh and liver fail to perform their^ 

ded with a functions as nature intended, 
ike»-’ a few' Herbine will tone up the stom ach ,, 

o clo'nae her,regulate the liver, where other|
ritjef.

t)a»es’.
Price, preparations only relieve. 

50 cents at F. M. Davis’.
Pi'ice,,

n is selling: choice 
.n’ pound, roasts 

>e, other meats in

A. .Johnson is visitinj? 
cs a t Sipe Springs.

5tm as comes but once a 
But its memories are fori

Dress Making.
W’e have optmed a dress m ak-| 

ing establishm ent in the Vaughan! 
building, south of depot, and' 
should be glad to have the ladies 
of Merkel and surrounding coun
try call on us. Work first-class;^ 
prices reasonable.

Mrs. W aldroup, 
t-o  Miss Hammonds.year ’round, and so should 

.Kens be. If you buy Christ- 
is presents of Rust & Pittardi Cheapness without worth is 

/ou are sure to get something'lii^flM^riced. We give you value 
substantial.

, , ,1. T. W arren.
For nice bright cane in bale. ------ -------

see J. L. Baker. 2t| M isi Mattie C’om egys leaves
tonight to spend the holidays

t’s Not the Saying
But the Doing that

Counts.
For the benefit of those who may never have tried 

way of doing, we w ill call attention to our facilities for 
plying your needs in

DRY GOODS and GROCERIES

*
«
i
C
«

We will thrash cane seed at 
Dora Dec. 31, and all who want| 
threshing  done should bring 
same here on tha t date.

Bryson & .Tenkins.
, the people always to

Miss Ola Arm strong IS „ ,in e . '
ing the holidays a t Rising Star.

with friends at Alvord.

,1. T. W arren sold a car of 
flour in tw'o weeks. “ Peace- 
M aker”  did it. It di>esn’t take

find out a

W. B. Mann left Sunday nighty
a '

LFTTKRS TO SANTA.
The Mail’s letter Isix w asover-for Sulphur Springs to join i i -.i i •. * . i I crowded w'lth letters this morningfamily reunion at the home of ,, , , i ,, , and from the lot we select the

his mother. i - ,,* follow’in g :
Of all things for Christm as Dear Santa C lause: Send me

presents there are not any that a growm-up girl th a t is able to 
last as long or tha t giye so m uchjbuy her own furniture, 
comfort as good books. Of an A rthur Browning,
immense assortm ent of these act- Dear Santa C lau s: I want a
ive, living products of the hearts shirt, some sox and pants. All 
and genius of men we invite your ] had was burned up. 
inspection. Rust & P ittard . Mack Angus.

, , Dear Santa C lau s :
The first Mexican baby born

in Merkel saw’ the light of day

Blankets and 
Comforts.

We have a good 
assortment, in fact, 
too many for the 
time of year. Will 
make special prices 
on them during the 
next few days.

Wraps.
We had a little 

jag of Jackets and 
Capes which were 
back ordered and 
came in after the 
fire. We need the 
money that is in 
them and you can 
own them at what 
they cost.

Shoes
Any old shoe will 

sorter do for warm  
weather, but you 
ought to get a pair 
of of Hamilton and 
Brown's for winter, f 

We have a com
plete stock on hand

T hursday morning.

like
I want u 
the otherlittle brown ju g  

fellows have got.
Bumps Smith.

About 400 bales of nice bright Dear Santa C laus; Some hair 
cane for sale. ¡nib perfume and a red necktie
2t ,J. L. Baker. will do me. Chas. Craven.

,TOHN C. HAMM.
L umbkr.

A little more than four years 
ago, under peculiar and strained; 
circum stances, 1 began selling, 
LUMBER and B uilders' Sup-j 
plies. To say 1 have succeeded,! 
is but putting it mildly. By. 
giving my custom ers FIRST; 
CLASS MATTER at LOWEST 
PRICES, and HONEST and 
CORTEOUS TR*!*: ATM ENT, I 
feel th a t I have gained the CON
FID EN CE of the ^BU ILDIN G  
PUBLIC.

. Mv viU"’* m to be
’çar 'A R D S' 

b o u t,
' î E , i

I

Dear Santa C laus; Do, please 
bring me a rise in cotU>n; it’s 
awful low. W. B. Alsobrook.

Dear Santa C lause; B r i n g  
Cousin I.saav; back. The Girls.

Dear Santa C lause; I want a 
little curley-headed doll, too.

Lew’is Martin.
Dear Santa C lau s ; I h a v e  

been a good little boy and W'ould 
like a tin horn, a pistol and caps, 
and five packs of fire crackers.

Geo. S. Berry.
Dear Santa C lause; Bring me 

a big house full of goods.
.1. T. W arren.

Dear Santa C laus; We w’ant 
an epidemic of g rip ; it’s d istress
ingly healthy. The Doctors.

Dear Santa C laus; Pease do 
not send any more fires—they’re

» expensive—send customers.
Austin Fitts.

WE ARE
(

The Price-Makers

J. T. W A R R E
Praise the bridge that carries 

you t>ver either a Hood or cough. 
B allard 's Horehound Syrup has 
brought so many over throat and 
lung troubles, such as coughs, 
colds, bronchitis, etc., that its 
praises are  sung everywhere. 
Price, 2.5 and 50 cents at F. M. 
Davis’.

We liave a complete stock of 
Hamilton-Brow’n Shoes; every 
pair new and up-to-now’.

.1. T. W arren.

Worms take refuge in the small i 
inte.stine, where they can easily 
m ultiply. W hite’s Cream Ver- i 
m ifuge will destroy these p a ra 
sites. The verdict of the people 
tells plainly how well it has suc
ceeded. Price, 25 cents at F. 
M. D avis’.

0000000000-000000000<

'acts About
<EWEIRY.

cle in my stock 
ly good and

so com pre- 
»•ied as to 

ry selec-

’^nds be- 
t sell, 

U

This 
is, 

you 
see, a 

C hrist
mas tree, 

one of the 
beat type, to o ! 
and w hile, dear 

sir, 'tis  not a 
fir, y e t  it w’as 
made fir you. 'T is 

true, you see u|x)n 
this tree no presents 

rich a n d  rare; y e t  
please be k i n d ,  and 

bear in mind, i n w’ish 
the gifts are there. We now 

wish all, the short and tall, 
young, m iddle-aged and g ra y ; 

the 
jKjor 

the rich,

lack 
pitch,
’M-ist

Rust A P ittard have an im
mense as.sortment »>f (^iristm as 
presents suitoble for every mem
ber of the family. Be sure to 
give us a call. |

Top prices for green and dry! 
hiiles. I

F. P. McGuffin. !
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Boyce left 

last F riday night for a m onth’s 
visit w’ith Mrs. Boyce’s father, 
,i. .1. French, a t Beaumont.

n o t i c e !
i We have put on a delivery 
w’agoii, and can get all goods out 
|)romptly. Dellv'ered free to any 
part of the city. 'Phone us 
your ortlers.
,3t J . O. Hamilton.

LOST—Three head of sheep in 
a flock, one with bell on. Will 
pay liberal rew’ard for inform a
tion leading to their recovery.

F. P. McGuffin.

T abler’s Buckeye %
ment has been thorou^^k” lei 
for many years, and isW  pot 
cure and is a positive *̂ur 
this most distressing wnl 
barrassing  of tnuibh 
50 cents in bottles, 
cents a t F. M. Davis’j

We have our own 
and can get g<M>ds 
ordered. Try us.^

.1

Plenty of corn 
S harp ’s.

A full line of boy'.> 
and you th ’s long 
received at
3t ,J. (). II

,J. S. • Barn '• 
today.

Two 3-
M achin' J  ^

in

T»
e v '
V
1

Misses Sudie White and Carrie 
Woodard are visiting their 
parents at Roscoe.

D’rl and L, The Crisis, Richa’ 
Carvel, Lazarre, Captain Rav 
■Jiaw, The>Sky\Pilot, She S* 
Akihe, Black R<j)ck, etc.,

’ books copyright 
11 price froi^l^I dio

I

J



You Must Econom I *'

Then go where you can get the Greatest Measures of Values. 
That place is here. Our prices on any and all articéis are at 
all times the lowest to be found, Q,uality considered. Com
mencing Saturday, Dec. 13, and continuing for two weeks we 
will make prices that will prove to economical buyers, that 
if they would make DOLLARS DO DOUBLE DUTY they 
should go to Sharp’s. THESE PRICES DO THE TALKING:

1

t *—

~  •; a l .............................................................. lOc
1 .................................................................. 55c

.................................................................. 45c
lisli Filacce a t ...................................... 8^3C

.IK t'inisli 1'Uh‘cü a t ..... ................
t Mhcf LT̂ Sods in |)i*o]>»iMion.

—  —  ■ I  t   . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I  I I  I  H I .  I  I  I I I

5?55.tX) Men’s Suits go a t .........................................84.00 81.00 Jeans Pants g<> a t ...............................i ..........75c
S.OO M en's Suita g«> a t .......................................  0.50 05c Overalls go a t ........................................................ 50c
0.50 Men’s Suits go a t .......................................  5.00 81.75 Casmere Pants go a t .................................... $1.25

12.50 Men’a Suits go a t .......................................  9.00 $1.25 Capes go a t ........................................................ 75c
.5c Calicóes go a t ........................................................... 4c 82.00 Capes go a t ....................................................$1.25
tCsíC Calicóes go a t ......................................................... 5c 50c Capes go a t ............................................................ 35c

. P. Sharp & Company.
Sayt Sampson is Not to Blame.

lîcnjiuilin. a \v»‘ll kmiwn 
wfiits Wn nu\al topio. iiiqiiil..: Ucjir 
Adiiiii.® 8aiii|>-on. in the New York

l̂ •lll. of rlif cliarjío of b.ir- 
F. ilir(‘«-ilv or indirtM-i ly. <riv- 
M¡u'lii\ any^justilicalion or 
for lii-i a<-cii'alion> a^am-t 

fr .\<liiiiral .8rli!,*y. Mi', ituija- 
iii.u IS a frioiul of .Srliloy and lia
it aiivtliinc. lalo'U ilu* Scldfv -idi*
II di.* ri nirovcr-Y.

.\ G O O D  T H IN G . G O O D  A D V IC F .A Good Cough Medicine.
(Kroii) ih<*oazetie, Toowoomba. Autitraiia.) (lerm aii Syi'up is the special The most miserable beings in 

find Cham berlain’s Cough prescription <’)f Dr. A. Ho.schee, a ‘he world are those sufferingI

Lament Mentioned tor President.
Til" rim ado Record-1 lera Id 

liiiiik- Danifl Caiiiont. of New 
Yolk, i- likolv to I k* h candidato for 
ihc pn*sidoiitial mmiiuatiun in the 
next I toinocratii natiunal campaign, 
aud add- tliat tlic Lainonl -iiiiuc.-- 
lioiMoim- from ami liml.*; favor with 
hu-k* LtcmiH-rat.' who believed lu 

■over Clcu'lumi.

j:oo(i horse and buggy for 
Will take milch cow as 

mU. kaiquire at this

Kemedy is an excellent m e d i c i n e . G e r m a n  Physician, Dyspepsia and Liver Com-
I have been suffering fnmi a acknowledged to be one\)f pl^int. More than seventy-five
.severe c(.ugh for the last two per cent of the people in the
months, and it has effected Medicine. It (juiekly »ffiicted with
cure. I have great pleasure in Colds and a l l  L ungP ^^“® ^^eir ef-
recom m ending it.— W. C. Wock- severest nat ur e, ' ’* ««ch as Sour S tom ach ,,
ner. This is the opinion of one cause Headache Habitual Cost-
of om- olcWst and most resi^cded affection an.i leaving: ihe P*'Pitatton of the H eart,
residents, and has been volun- H eart-burn , W aterbrash Gnaw-
tardy  ^nven In ,^ « d  faith that myyand Burning P a m y t  the P.ti
o thers may try  the remedy and „,^„,„1 niedieine. hut has s t .s .d p  he tstomach, \  ellow bkm , 
be benefitted. as was ^Mr. Wook- ........ _:..t____ s r C o a t e d  Tongue and Disagreeable

^  Zf. %Ûarr9n, iPret,
S . ti/eai,

Seo. S. i^errjf. Cask.

nci'. This remedy 
Rust A P ittard .

is sold by>1 ti
years, giving satisfac

ion in every Taste in the Mouth. Coming up
1 ase, whi( h its rap- p’o^d after eating. Low Spirits 

---------------------- ..*!.> III.. I i-itniiig sa e ev e ij sea.s<)n your D ruggist and
New York’s Fancy Flowers. con urns. wo mi ion 3tt es ^ bottle of A ugust Flower for! 

X« \v ’I’orki r- ¡nt<*n*-t(‘(l in llowcrt» annua y. osc lee s Ger- Tw’o doses will relieve you..
I.mt- non h m-i v .....1 om.ortunuv u, the ^  P itta rd ’s. Geti 'crv <:"<»d opi'urtuniiv lo -------------- ---------

Vmted .States ,n 18IÎ8, a n d ,s n o wvi.-il M)iin* lim* collecticii-. -\Ii>.' , , , . . . . .,, , ,. Hold in every town and village inHelen Mdlcr (lould .s grceiUioUr.tS . ... ,* . , .
, ,, . 1 ,. the civilized world. Three dosesat l.vmlhurst an* open to the pulilie,, • , . , will relieve any ordinary cough,and eoiitam a collectiuii ut elirvs-  ̂ ... . ‘ „, .. , • Price tov at Rust A P itta rd ’s.aiiltiemuiii- of rare tieaniv. Itierci., . . .  . e. .I (ret (rreen s Prize Almanac, an* iiion* tliaii •.’(too >pecniicn.s. iiiaiiy —

of tliem iwiii^ rare varielies. .kn
ot lier fine colleciion of elirysan- 
lliemuiiis i> on view in the l*ro>- 
l»pct I’ark eonserxatories. 'Phis eol-

In

The
Fiat
National
Bank

Dewey Liked the Highballs.
^'he revenue cutter M<*('ulloch,, 

Dewey’s dispateli boat in the I’hilip-: 
])ines. was often visited by the ad-, 
mirai after the battìi* of Manila. In! 
his nniforiii of white duck, with IA Nice Bunch of Steel Money.

On a ree»*!it vi-it of some of tlie white eanva< shoe  ̂ and a j;olf cap 
otlieials of the Amei'itaii Sheet .S!i*e|, he would lounge for hours in a coni- 
('oiiipaiiy to k’niidergriff. Pa.. I’ lvsi I fortable arniehair on the vessel’.s 
dent C. .M. Schwab, of the riiiti*d p<x)p. Victor Smith savs. Tender the 

iinoiliii liou.M i> tin. ( actu> colU ction, Steel l orporation. tendered a awning that shaded tlu* deck a lazy
IK 1 K u iu d  the liift prizi at lie. (,(ki j|,<‘ town for a breeze mollified the tropic heat, and

i( ( ( i i l  llout I -how ill Madi.-on ''j „jmjr _M,.n > ( |iri-tiaii .\ssociatiou evi*rv once in a while *’Uncle
There are about pi,ipii,,^r.

CAPITAL. $30,000.
$1704.86Surplus and Undi 

vided Profits - -
lection conta ills »*iglily varities.

Scjiiiire gurdeii.
ino Viirieiies in ibis eollection, lu- 
iluding thè Crown of 'l’Iiorns, with 
its hlood-red blomii. ami thè t)ld 
.Man, a -irangi* pyramid |)lant cover- 
ed with a white hairv snhstaiiee.

l _ ' V S

A Negro Justice in Washington.
.\moiiir the K'il 11 -w justic<*s of tin* 

peace appoiiiioil l'or the Hi.-iricl of 
( ’olnml)ia is a negro lawyer named 
Hoherl N. 'i’eirell. He gradiial(*d 
frolli I larvarli college in the <'la-> of 
ItSHt with a ilcLiree cniu laude. He

.\ssoeialioii ev(*rv once in a
tfeorge” would sing out to the lieu
tenant : “ .Mr. .foynes, if anything
eonhl add to the pleasure of this vis
it if would he anotlier of those gl<' 
ou*'- Scotch highballs which see 
attain a perfection on thy 
lock never dreamed of eL 
lie  was a most company

W e

our eu 
the
CO

ÿ v

V-
> '-etton io »

f,-j J

Ship’s Pets Prevented Starvation.
'The hark l*'lhi arrived at Xew 

York la-i w,*(*k. foriv-one days from sirongl\ ionimemled hy Ihoker venemU
.lamaica, having encountered the 'j\ Wu.-hiimlim. went in the sqmu
fiirioii- iiortliwesi gah*s that luive  ̂ the revenue cutler ’
been hlowii otLsImrc for we(*ks. Cap- Georgia to T ry  Dispensaries. vate yacht, and ♦ 
lain .MeliSiughlin rejiorts tlu* worst  ̂ n<l< i an act ju>t passed h\ the 
weather lie ever saw. 'Ihe Fila not the dis|H*iisary, ,eereation.
oiiiy lost top,uast.s. spars and i m i c l i . l o -

. J

 ̂ J J

rigging, hut provisions ran out. and eal opiion reeognition. .\ny county,, Lots ot Cra,

no '^e^;el liaviiig l,een spoke, for re-' <>f tlu* qual- Cape ^
lief Ilie crev had Ihe aiteriiative o f i p n v i h ' g ' * « «  to : (he crani i “ 
eaiiiig Ih.* -liip*- pets or slarving. | « » ’‘•t'»''»- t»'«’ liquor traffici this fa'-"
'Tlu* la l̂ lo Ih* kilied and ealen was 'H>prohihitedalfogetherornQ^ '.̂ .l*-
thepet kitt.'ìiof theeaptain-sdaugh- whofher, if thè truffi'
<er. ( hi \ov.*mh(*r li’, relief uà- IwkI tl"* ì̂ '‘uu* shalhhe enr*

ve- plnnietl in piihtie .-«piar«*- andi thiough di>p»*n-ari(*s 
frolli ,-iarvation. N'onnt. I he |f.*opus<*

1 are (o Ih* ojv'ii only
'tliiirg g o in g j regHhileHs ofi t '**nd wil! .sell

1̂1 me
HI

'  / .

-_ 7

-i
w Wil- -uveo

ii'g goingy regahile 
Cali a r ^  innpei*! 

•iiying. ÿ  \V<* will

J

I ^ 4 J .  » • »» m '
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PRICE AND QUALi
These Are the Levers Which do the Prizing at

FITTS & SMITH’S 1

❖

<0» 
<> 
<0»

«

«  
«
«»

«  
«  
«  
«  
«  
<>

< •  
«  
«  
«  
«  
«

We bank on the duality of our Goods, and we are satisfied to sell them on their merits alone. At 
same time we want to remind you that we will compare prices with any concern in the country. Ol 
stock, as you know, is bran new. Besides its newness it also has style and up-to-dateness to recommend i t . 
to you. Prices Right, duality the Best and Style in Keeping with the Times—what more could you want?
Are not those the essential points to be considered in the purchase of Dry Goods? We will verify these 
statements if you will come to our store and let us show and price our mammoth stock of Goods to you.

We want to show and price our Goods to you, whether you buy or not.
You will be pleased at the variety and assortment.

Your Money Back if You Are Not SATISFIED.

PITt c  Ac ^/VUTH
*  *  *  *  ▼ 1 . 1  1  I I ̂ SPOT CASH MERCHANTS., ^

THE MERKEL MAIL
E I D  J .  L E I E I M A N ,  

E D I T O R  A M D  P R O P R I E T O R

Knl.*ivd In th.* Fostoltl«''' a t .NLrk*-l, T<*xas, as 
s e -oml-class mall m atttfT .

J j u b a c r i p t i o n  Rutesi
On*- yt*ar 
Six months 
Tim*»- months 

invariably In advanrs*.

.\U VK K TISIN G  RATICS
( )ne inch si>ac.*
Two inch space
•quarter column (4 l-iln d h ea)
Half column (» Inches)
Ml column (IN Inches)

.M.IM.."lO

p er m onth 
S ..'»0 1.1» 

2 . . W  I.OU T.-W
iUr Issues c o n s titu te  a m onth. .\11 ad v e rtlse - 

n in  and ch a ix e d  fo r  until o rdeiss l ou t, 
lim it Is speclfled when in se rtio n  is maile. 

il p rices  on tim e fion tracts. 
ill n o tif iM i,c e n ts  p e r  line, ea<-h in sertion .

SPECIAL .NOTICES. 
C om m unications to  In.sure publication  m ust 

l. -ar th e  sh fiia tu re  of the  w rite r , as well as th e  
T.oin de p lum e un d er w hich they  w rite . This is 
r. lu ip s l m ere ly  as  a  K uaran tee of (iood faith , 

n b ltiia r le s , ( 'a rd s  of T hanks, e tc ., a re  in se rted  
one-half th e  ren u la r  advertlslnM: ra te s . I 'osi- 

l.vely no deviation  from  th is  rule.

I Harsh, but Effectual Cure. ! 
\  lSiu’íuth <I<u I'M’ "  iio it

iMrg<’ priictirc liiis wlijii ilii* riiroii- 
¥le>liariU t<TÍ/.»*N ün :i \v:iy of
•iitt’mir iiR *'H<1 I' iill'‘̂ fil jilliicks oi 

l)is Icniali* piiiicuts. 
oniciicL* for over

\ l  o l l l v  l l i scOVtM’- ,

\  ' l i e  w a s  r a l l i ’d
*—  • 1'•ii: marricM

i)»l>arnuly
'Xiiinina-

s|cr

Wll l l l i l l l

a p a ir  
Il (-V- I 
H ho
icnt’ij 
at ion 
•inior- 
• >inci‘ 
oinicr-

The resident.s of the Must I'lMines.see 
muiintitins celehrat** Christm as day 
with a barbecue. .An o.x or steer is 
prepared for roa.sting. the in terio r  is 
filled with chickens, ducks, wild tu r 
keys and birds, and the 'vhole is .sus
pended over a liui;e woul lire whicii is 
iMiilt in .some convenient outdoor lo
cality.

The guests tom e from adjacent 
counties in great wagon.s covered with 
cornstalks, from lieneath which Idack 
jugs are  drawn and tlieir contents 
sampled.

There are side-is.siies in the shape 
of small fires at wiiich the lioys roast 
the fat coon;', captureii in tlielr coon 
hunts, and tliere is a fiddler who no 
soom r s ta r ts  up “ The .Arkuiisaw T rav 
eler" tlian old and ytniiig begin to 
da m e.

Ice cream lliere is none and bon- 
lions a ie  unk'iown. but eider and gin- 
genu ead aho.md. Often girls, escorted 
liv t'li'ii :i<l;.iirei.«, will walli seven 
m i!(!■ to , 11 a I.

< Il rl. . t iiiiiH 4l i imr( l  ;i M i i i i - o f - W a r .
('liiistmas. day is nowhere an tic i

pated \vii!\ m . e iilcasun* <r celeln ated 
n.ci'e jovially than am ong the jackics 
oa beard the inen-of-\var. Wlierever 
the sliip mav be mi Christm as, and 
tl.e navy is n.siially scattered all over 
tile woild. the day is invariably set 
aside for a general jollification. The 
elalui.ate Ch istmas dinner, the dec
ot aiiiig iif • sliip. til - skylarking 
and gaii'cs h a \c  become traditioti in 
the navy. The oflicrrs and men alike 
all join in making Iho day :i very 
met ry I lii i.omas.

'I i i rn i iK;  tin* I.«*h f.
lie  v.-’c 1..; v.oil nigli lilled, pei

clian.e ii'.gr niilalilv. the space allotted 
to ilia l i l t ’c c;ii;-0 (lc in the tmiver;-'! 
le io id  wlii'sc lingers trem ble over 
II'. ihaj !' ' 1 iN! leaf of liis aiito- 
blo ; , h.v . v. ili do well to look to the 
Kicniiic'; <>: n . un U period; wliile tlie 
yoinli \v>i.i l;.is Jiisl commenced liis 
life jMitiial c;riin.| be too careful tliat 
it >dinl! emit.lit! no en try  whicli. dyln.g. 
in* \\(>'ili| V. isli to blot.

For th is  resn.u kalilo feast of C.iirisL- 
mas of til* ohb 11 lime a favorite ling
uali disii was pilliti porridge. The 
Englishmen of the early centuries ute 
his plum poiri\ie with a zest he might 
well have sr.vc^l In: the more elaborate 

icb :i bowl of porri ’"e 
i d e iW  h is  TH>>

1 trv wonder 
for hV afte r 

long gon^ • 
served

SOME TRADITIONS OF CHRISTMAS.
CuntoiiiH T h a t  P r e v a i l e d  P r i o r  t o  t h e  

C 'h r la t ta i i  B r a .
T hat many of uur Christm as cus 

tom s an tedate  the b irth  of Christ is a 
fact unknown by many.

.Antiquarians tell us th a t  the C hris t
ians of the earliest ages found th a t  it 
was not wise to entirely forbid all tlie 
pagan celebrations to which the ir  re 
cent converts were attached liy use, 
history and tradition.

One of the ancient names given to 
our Christm as was "The E'eust of 
Lights." Tills name is d istinctly  
tracealde to a pagan festival, formerly 
occurring at the same season as our 
Chrisiinas-tlde, a day annually  ob- 
seivcd liefore C hris tian ity 's  time as a 
“ Festival of the Sun.”

Tlion, too. in ancient Rome, S a tu rn ’s 
claim to notice was honored each I>e- 
cemliei liy a feast of seven (usually) 
days, called Satn inalla . During these 
days the order of Roman society was 
reversed, the m asters and slaves 
changed places. Tlie slaves had ev»>ry 
freedom of action and speech, and 
the ir  masters served them  meekly.

Tlie very Christm as tree Itself is 
said to be but a Chrlstl ' 'n ized liit of 
the old Sa tu rna lia : and also the g ift
giving is hut the relic of Roman ( iis- 
toms, althnugh beautified by the early 
Christians in a t t r ib u t in g  the gifts to 
the Christ-child, whom the children 
were taught to believe passed over the 
houses at midnight, leaving gifts for 
all the good children, even as in (ier- 
many. la ter on. the children were 
taught to beileve in the fairies, Krls- 
Kringlc, or Santa Claus.

Tlie custom, too. of decking the 
festival with evergreens, holly and 
mistletoe, dates liack to th e 'd a rk  ages, 
when tile booths and huts  were so 
decked, either to drive away the liad 
fairies or to furnish resting-places for 
the good one.s.

The mistletoe owes its charm  to 
failles of Daldur, Lokl and nth 
I.oki, the fire god. jealous of Ba 
poiiiilarlty, was angered tlia^y 
m other had seen red an oaU ^

ness to hurl it at his enemy. The god 
responded; and Ualdur fell dead, shot 
“ through and th rough .”

But l.oki was not loved, and the 
o ther  gods restored Baldur to life, and 
gave Kreyja command over the mis
tletoe. and she hung it high on the 
trees out of touch with the earth , so 
th a t  Lokl could no more use it. There 
it  hung ever after, and all trea ties  of 
peace were » lude under it. To stand  
under the mistletoe and to give a kiss 
beneath was a solemn promise to be 
true  and do no harm  to the o ther  
party.

The Druids thought th a t  whatever 
grew upon the oak was sacred; hence 
th e ir  regard for the mistletoe. The 
varie ties which grew upon the apple 
and o ther  trees were held liy the 
Druids as of far less value.

iiaeiuius. ouxiug uuuia are  iioi uu- 
usual. The bowlers as a rule let up 

I on th a t  sport for the day. ag they 
have previously won the ir  Christm as 

I tu rkeys ou the  alleys and remain a t  
home to enjoy the fru its  o f - th e i r  
prowess.

M’here do ail the Christm as trees 
come from? In th is country alone 
millions of them  are  sold every Yule- 
tide and year a f te r  year the supply la 
equal to the  demand. One would 
th ink  th a t  a f te r  a  time the  foreeta 
would be depleted of the  young growth 
of pines and fir and  spruce th a t  for 
tlie most p a r t  comprise the evergreen 
required Ly custom, but each season 
the m arke t con ta ins  the  usual variety. 
Maine and Michigan are  th e  principal 
sources of supply.

CHARLES DICKENS’ “CAROL’I .e < « n d  u f  St. N Irk .
A French story proves the love ani^ 

protecting power of St. Nicholas f«r Work Uoa« by tb« Aathor
young maidens, and it is from ta is  •«> !*••• T h a n  T w o  Month«. "■** ^
th a t  the custom of Santa Claus aróse. P re-em inent am ong 'C h r is tm a s  
The sain t heard th a t  a poor gqfetle- books may be placed the “ C h r ls tm a ^  
man with three portionless daugh ters  \ Carol” of Charles Dickens, which 
was about to commit a crime In order always ranked  am ong t ’ e 
to provide his daughters  w ith dow- ¡ u lar of his works. Rarely 
rles. Seized with pity for th e  three  which made so g rea t  »JgSílc favor 
unhappy maidens. Nicholas visited took so high a  p lace jlp ¡^g tencea  t>f 
the ir  house by n ight and th rew  a well- i been produced jjj gQ ghort a
filled purse into the fa th e r ’s room such high of an  Idea,’’
through the open wlntiow. thus en- space of t lm je . Dlcke*'S said In h l i  
ab llng him to portion h is  eldest daugh- which, “ th la  ghostly

In convent schools the love and care 
th a t  St. Nloliolas ,hore to all maidens 
was proved in the  same manner. O  
Nicholas evi t^ e  pupils ”ere ord®*’®̂  
to hang up tu-ifir stocklu, outside the 
doors of theL« rooms, and In the hose 
to place a / w r i t t e n  request for the 
sa in t’s p a t r i  ig e  ami protection. The 
ruins tnnk^^......r. M.omuo' «s the duty

to t y '  
ithjF

itn Ilio 1 ■ V f»
expei tai. f stocking.s wltl 

to i le r  trliles. and in 
I I  ' A b e  leallty  of the 
/ /  's is «jlearly seen

(liNlie-. \M*1 
as be cu
Mit I'l i- * 1

foiinil plat 
' tlie t ( 111 lift 

wa.'» Ä/wa 
of <*>*

ture  I liât neithoi 
merits slimild cvqr 

But E'rey.ia h.nd 
rootless m i ' t ’eto 
sequence 
fore iiud 
He eon’ ’
»0(4

of 
hurrr 
1

nuns took/ nj)on thenise 
of acting /as liis deputicK 'ud filled the 
expeitaij.f stocking.H wltl sweetmeats

th is  m anner 
the sa in t’s care, 

the origin of 
d of the custom of Santa 

Vhlldren’s siocklngs on 
gve. How the custon' was 

from «t. Nicholas day 
C h r i s tm a s  day  is not

on Cfiiristmas are nu- 
^ is if led .  ’Phe royal 

«ùDire of çlub 
hee’* t®ts 

vnd 
ts.

,  b irth  to

i i  r  to M anchester In October 1843. 
a t l  the story  was completed before 
the  end of November, the tim e availa
ble for Its composition being sue

HH were not actually  spare hours as were ..w«n
needed for the  two of M ar
tin  Chuzilewlt.” theh  In progress. I t  
was a  trem endous piece of work, and  
was not w ithout a rem arkab le  effect 
upon Its au thor, young and vigorous
as he was. #* _

W riting  to  Professor Felton afte r
the  book was
•'Over which ’C hristm as Carol Charles 
Dickens wept and  laughed, and  wept , 
again, and excited himself In a  moat 
ex traord inary  m anner In the 
tlon; and th ink ing  whereon he 
about the black s tree ts  of London fif
teen and tw enty  miles m any a n igh t 
when all the  sober folks had « 
bed. • * • To keep the  ’(
w it’ going and to  do th la  Htt 
In the odd time between two 
It was pretty t igh t work. ^

* •»



j L E R
•. IN

,d Water Supply Goods....
el mill, direct stroke and back g;ear; 
Verrtiotor steel m ills; a full a ss)r t-  

I to - in., plain and u-alvanized; brass 
•els fr'm  2;to 4 in. We buy in car lots 

piupps on any th ine in our line.

C. KING & CO.
— DEALF.RS IN—

I

rugs and Medicines.
Nice line Sundries and Toilet A rtic le s .^

Accurately and Promptly Compounded, Day or Night.

A L L  C A S E S  O F

DEAFNESS OR HARD HEARING
ARE NOW CURABLE

by our new invention. Onlv those 1x>rn deaf are incurable.

HEAD NOISES CEASE IMMEDIATELY.
F. A. WERNIAN, OF B A L T IM O R E ,  SAYS:

Ba i.t im o k k . Mil., M arch ,*o.
CentUmeu : — Being en tire ly  cu red  of tleafness, th a n k s  to  your trea tn ie iit. I wilt now give you 

a fuU h ia to rv  of inv case, to  i>e used at your diacretioii. . , . .
A bout five years ag o  nty r ig h t ea r began  to  sing , an d  th is  k ep t on g e ttin g  wor*e. m in i I lost 

m v h ea rin g  in  th i*  e a r  en tire ly . ,
■ I u n d erw en t a  tre a tm e n t for c a ta rrh , fo r th re e  m onths, w iUiout .any success, consul ed a m}»“ - 

of phvaiciatis. am o n g  other.s. th e  m ost em in e n t ea r specia list of th is  city, w ho to ld  m e th a t•  ̂ • \ .. -t_s __________\TCAIA 1f»tr
o n ly  a n  o p era tio n  could h f lp  m e, a n d  even  llia t on ly  leint>oranly , lh a l th e  head
th e n  cease, but th e  h ea rin g  in th e  affected e a r  w ould l)C lost forever. , , . . .

I th e n  saw  vour ad v ertisem en t acci.len ta lly  in a New Y ork pajier. an d  o rd ered  your tre.i 
m en t. A fter I had  usetl it on ly  a few  days accord ing  to  your d irec tions, tin -n o i^ -s  cease.l. an., 
to-day. a f te r  five weeks, m r  h ea rin g  in  th e  d isease .l e a r  h a -  lieeii e n tire ly  le sto red  I th u n k  you 
h e a r tily  a n d  beg to  rem ain  Very tru ly  yours,1-. A. U'KUMAN, 7 .',o.‘s. B roadw ay, B altim ore, Md

d u r  t re n im VUt dors not tu tv i’/vi'v  irit/i ijitttr iis iin l t tm t¡m titm .
in d  v r o i i  e v a l i  e v i i n r  X f n i i n r v r i  r  I T  lin U lK *  a t  u  i i u m i i i n l...ic, YOU CAN CURE YOURSELF AT HOMEK aam ination

IÜTERMATIONAL AURAL CLINIC, 596 LA SALLE A V E., CHICAGO, ILL .

A CH ANCK TO GO HOMK
For your Christm as nnd New 

Year is offered by the Texas A 
Pacific Railway Company. This 
popular line which has always 
been most jirominent in handling 
Holiday excursion will sell round 
tickets between all points^on their 
line in Texas and Louisiana and 
to points on other lines in Texas 
on December 23, 24, 25, 26, and 
31, and January  1, with final | 
limit to return as late as Jan u ary  
3, 1902, at rate of a fare -and a 
third sur the round trip. Also 
on December 21, 22 and 23. will 
sell round trip tickets to points in 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, K ansas, Missouri, A rkan 
sas, North and South Dakota, 
N ebraska. All Southwestern 
States and to Denver, Colorado 
Spring:s and Pueblo, Colorado 
and to Mexico at rate of a fare 
and a third for the round trip. 
These latter tickets to be limited 
to return  30 days from date of 
sale. Choice of inviting routes 
will be offered and every polite
ness w’ill be showm and every ef-j 
fort made by 'ou réemployés to see 
patrons are ena'oled to make tripj 
pleasantly and com fortably, and ' 
our equipm ent cannot be eq u u ll-’ 
ed.

For further information in re - ' 
y^ard to sleepinj^ car accom m oda
tions rates, etc., .see any Ticket. 
A ^ent or write H. P. Hug-hes,] 
Trevelinji Passenger Agent, Ft.i 
W orth, or K. P. Turner, General 
Passenger and Ticket Agent,! 
the Texas & Pacific Railway Co., 
Dallas, Texas.

Amusement for Insane Patients.
J'he amusement programme pro-

AT COST,
]

In order to reduce stock, I have \ 
decided to reduce all Winter Milii- j 
nery, including Trimmed Hats, at | 
ABSOLUTE COST. Come and a- \ 
vail yourself of these very low pri- | 
ces for new and seasonable goods. !

V

Hrs. F. B. Hoople I
••V .»Vf .*A. I

H .  D . C L A
Groceries, Grain

Country Produce
•See me /o r S e e d  Oats, c/ear o /  J^ohnson S ra s s -

Your Patronage Invited.
The Ijowest Possible Prices to .Ml.

a

A LOOK
^  Sl^i  And you will be convinced we have 

the best all-around general line in the
country, consisting of
John Deere Wolking Plows Standard Disc Plows W  

t lS  John Deere SulkeyTlows :: Standard Cultivators W
John Deere Cultivators and

Two 3 inch Weber w’agons for 
yidfd bv till- ,ii,...i intpnd,-..t of one:«“ '« -p a ''' balance next full,
of (be Maseaebneett» insane as.vlum The S ta r Store Co.
include.'* picnics, dances, concerts Horse and buggy for sale;
a îd oUier diverting entertainments. I^.yrth S175, but 8125 cash will 
.\t otie of the dances there were buy them. Buggy grxxl as new, 
thirte»*n sets of four couph*s each on horse in good condition. Apply 
the tlcKir for the «piadrille, and out at this office.

;of women 102 have taken part; _ r-i i-‘ . Smooth Election Trick.in tlie danees. i he masouhne in- , n. ,. ,  ̂ , '‘One of the smoothest politicalmates hnv<* not l>een iierinitted to. tj u-, , . tricks ever plavcd, said a naltmioreattend the itimces in ilic sairn* iiro-1 n i ., . ., man reeentlv, was imlled ott mportion, owing to tlictr more excit-
I able condition. Xevertlioless, they

VTt F n r

Talbot countv. on tlic »*a.st«M n shore

all share 
nient.

more or less in tlie treat- ' of Marvlaml, some years ago, when 
about 200 negroes vottsi the wrong 
ticket without knowing it Indore our 
side found out that anylliing was 

I’he countv was very

'>ohn Deere Disc Harrows
The Old Reliable

Hancock Disc Plows

^ StudebaKer W a^ons,
.\re  the Best. nUf

-------------------

Buggies, Phaetons. Surries and hacks. ^

Jenny Lind’s Soldier Son.
t.'aptain I'.rncst (loldschiuidt, who ' gQjnp wrong, 

was recently mentioned in the (»a-1 \ear, and the repulilican'
/ette as deserving of praisi* for dis-1 had to count n]«m the votes of tlu* 
tingnishod service in the South .\f- ncgr(H*s to win. Few of thes*' citi- 
rican war, is a sou of Jeuuy Lind, j c o u l d  reail, but they hml Uvn 
the ouec famous vocalist. He be-' Jj,,;jj.j,cte(l to put their cross mark 

j longs te a Welsh regiment. | tho Australian ballot in front of ^
had

Fortune Knocks OncL 
I  at Every Man's Dooi

and this may i)c the rapthi^ 
will tempt yrui to court 
fair goddess that rules, 
world.

The days of '49 wi 
wild scram ble of the ar 
turei* to find the yelIo\Y l̂ 
al tha t htis brought pro? 
itv in its wtike wheri*7
found and made more ml 
ionaire.'J than ;iny other 
industry. Mining for pre 
cious metals has been grad^ 
ually narrowing down to 
science until today it is con
sidered ihe safest avenuu 
for the investment of money 
with almost surely the la rg 
est returns.

Sensible Change. Massa Lincoln's nosi* Tluïv

II
I

.Ml Grades and Kinds. We have some 
Genuine Bargains.

Dmitri Kosjsujajkean, ail Armen-1*''''""” !
iaii who arrived at Uie Garrett Bib--^'»'" n'puhlicans con-
Ucal in.stitute, Illinois, to study I everything well m Ir.ind. but *

the denux-rats were in control ol J  
and the ,Tai.*kson and

I look at OUR
pro- j eovintv.

FURNITURK 
COOK STOVKS

SP>

HKATIKG STfiVI-'S 
All kinds HARDW ARF

^ u p M o t u , : —  \

j tlieolog), has changed his name to 
!‘*Mr. Little,” as none of tht 
fessors was able to pronounce his Bilx'rty emblem had first pla<c on 
Americau mune. ' ballot, the deinocra.ts also having

■ ■■ ------------1 charge of all the election printing.
i ^Yheii the official sample ballots 
were published, tu t one rcpulvlican

* r/c o s  S S o io w  O u r  C o m p e t i t o r i ^

...GEO. L. PAXTON, awi«»\

Smith 4  Davis can furnish you 
with what you want to eat. 
’Phone No. 43.

 ̂ No equal on earth has H un t’s 
•'»htning Oil for rheumatism 

iralgia, as well as sprains,

Tho Pride of He'*
Many s<jldiors in the 

wrote to ,say tha t for 
bruises, cuts, wouiY 
sore feet and stiff 7,

cents.

iras, bruixes, and 'insect ¡hp “ 
d  « i n g s .  « u a r a n t e e d : ; ! ! : : ; , * ' ’' ' ' " -

EVERYTHING NEW!
I have opened up a stock 

of Pure, Fresh Drugs, P a t
ent Medicines, Paints, Oils, 
Wall Paper, Sundries, Rtc., 
next door to F irst National 
Bank, and invite the p a t
ronage of all.

''»•escription Work is 
Registered P har- 

* best results

itmas

in the county, for some strange rea
son, noticeil that LimoLn’s head in 
the republiean I'lnbltMii was liirnen 
to the left iustcsid of to the right.
The result was, naturally, tiiat all 
file illiterate negi'(H*s who voted *in 
frout of Lincobrs nost*,’ marked 
their eroiises to the right of “Jack- 
sou ami liberty,’ thereby m ting the 
straight denuaratic ticket. .MmuiI 
11 a. 111. some backwoods rejmblican coven 
noticed that Lincoln’s Race was (lie <i 
turned the wrong way asid reported j substi 
to the managers. Then Uu iv weivlrihly * 
doings." hoptih’

suffering.

I N T E L U G E N T  
I N V E S T M E N T

of .snmll sum s in ih«' co-oiy 
erativc plan of mining h 
put not a few men and w îii 
en on tho road to jiro.s^'criti 
The company doing i uis a i 
vertising has four undevl 
oped but promising clail 
in a proven mining distn 
a n d offers :i n attru'-lM 
proposition to secure LJ 
co-operation of money to 
used in the development 
its property. It is now |.*hî  
cing the first installment 
treasury  stock on tin- *imrk 
at a nominal figj ’
you are intere__  ̂j  
prospectus a

Jj

.1 J

are

tior
. - 1 pH

My friend, 
from any p 
f disease, 

czema 
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Buy tilt je st Stove

The
Celebrated 

and 
Beach.

Bridge

Yellow
Kid

Disc Plows
They will, do 

the work 
every time.

Queensware
I am overstocked on Queens- 
ware and until Jan. 1 will sell

AT COST,
this line of goode. Many ar
ticles suitable for Christmas 
Presents and worth double the 
prices asked for them. Gome 
and take a look at the goods.

W. H. DICKSON
Baker Perfect Barbed Wire is the BEST...

Headquarters for

Hardware
Implements
Glassware
Etc.

Bible and
Lansing
Wagons

Best High-Grade 
wagons on the 
Market..

V

- K» DR. JOS. H. WAUNICK, PRES. 
WM. H. DUNNING, CASHIER.

Jos.
CAPITAL,

H. Warnick
B A N  K B R

SI 5.000
D OES A GENERAL BANKING AND EXCH AN G E BUSINESS.

Our vault epulpm ent is m odem  In everj- rt'spt-ct. We are  uslntf the Mosler P aten t 
Screw Door Safe, with trip le  Yale Tim er, affording the lyreatest possible Hecvrtty.

It l8 our purpos.* to  deol justly  and liberally with all. O ur patrons will receive ever>- 
courtesy and adcommodatlon within the rant?*' of prudent BanlcinK.

THK FACTS 
IN THK CASK.

Coughs and Colds in Children.

Homes f o r . 
Homeless.

SIO Q  Per Section.
For $100, we 

you one section 
school land 
guarantee-no lan»  ̂ l 
pay.

Mr. Kincheu, oi this 
firm, is an ex-Coiinty 
and District Clerk cl 
Stephens county, and 
an up-to-date law yer-  
the man who settled  
the tamous Block 97, 
of Scurry county. Got 
more homes for the 
homeless chan a n y  
man in the State.

For further informa
tion address

KINCHEN & HIL 
Lubbock, Texas.

For patented lane 
write B. F. Hill, Sec., o 
the Western Land ,

When you read a thinjf y o u i  of a Well Known
like to feel tha t it’s the truth.! Chicago Physician.
The Dallas Sem i-W eekly News I use and prescrib«» Cham ber- A . b s t r a c t  C O . F l ’Oi 
ifives the facts in the case. Iain’s Couj?h Remedy for almost tO  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e S  fO i’ Si

SFKCI ALLY IrH obstinate, constricted coughs, R a t e s  r e a S O U a l
KDITKI). with direct results. I prt'seribe t .a

If you’ll read The News a w h i l e ! ^  
you’ll like it. It holds the a t- recommend it to all in
tention. It is specially edited, seeking relief from

I'L M. IÍUST.

*  Talk That Talks... I
It’s nice to do business with  
plenty of nice, new goods 
and plenty of appreciative 
customers. We nave the

Right Goods at Right P rices!
Our stock of General Mer
chandise is complete, and 
we should be glad to show  
and price it to you.

».—.J .  O. HAHILTON. 
«««««««««««««««««««««««««•

W anted— A second-hand I

th a t’s why. Brains and not h a p - b r o n c l p a l ^ ' y -
h azzardgo  into the makeup o f n o n - n a r c o t i c  1 • tanhope or 
The New’s. and safe in the hands of the most'^**'^ p re ten rd .

TiMVA unpnjfessional.—Mrs. Mary H.

Y O U  N K f 'd

need The Merkel Mail, «• W. Sheppard has the fh.esl
your local paper. “ lot of Christm as candies and

Advertised Letters. | sweet m eats ever Immirht to (h,
!town. 2t

You
because it’s your local 
It gives a class of news you can ’t 
get elsewhere. You need The 
News because it gives you all 
the S tate news. The Merkel 
Mail and The Semi-W eekly 
News one year for only S I.75, 
cash in advance.

The'New’s is promptly stopped 
at expiration of time paid for.

Foils a Deadly Attack.
“ My wife w’as so ill tha t good 

physicians w’ere unable to help 
h er,”  writes M. M. Austin of 
W inchester, Ind., “ but was com -| 
pletely cured by Dr. K ing 's New 
Life P ills.”  They work wondersi 
in stom ach and liver troubles.! 
Cure constipation, sick headache.' 
25c at Rust & P itta rd ’s. i

Following letters remain u n - ______________
called for in the Post Office at  ̂ Buy your C rain, Hay and 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called Salt from (i. M. Sharp, the only 
for will be sent to the Dead L e t- | exclusive Crain Dealer in Mcr- 
ter office Jan . 1. When c a ll- jk c l. tf
ing for them please sUtte adver- ----------------------
tised.

> 0 0 0 0 0 -0 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o c o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o ^

Big Gut In Lumber Yard!
•

We have moved and remodeled oui* old sheds, erected a 
new’ one in center of yard  and have filled all w’ith a bran new’ 
stock of Lumber, Shingles, Sash Doors, Brick, Lime, Cement 
Building Paper, etc.

This cut has widened our yard drivew’ays all around, 
which enables us to serve as many more of our eustomei*8 at 
the same time w’ith the best material ever brought to Merkel.

When w anting anyth ing  to eat 
’phone 48.

Raatoning Crowt.
Many tales have been told about 

the rational powers of the common 
old black crow'. Here is a good one: 
Two brothers Caw’ lighted upon a 
frozen pond. One got a firm footing 
.upon a cake of ice, but the other

M.x’TTIE R . Wi-TT, P . M. 
Burk, John 
Blankenship, Bery 
Blaty, Alvin 
G allagher, Miss Victory 
G uitar, D C 
Miller, Miss Mahaley 
Mordock, Miss Kthel 
Me morta, M W 
McClure, Mr.
McClure, W N 
McLendon, Mrs. Thankful 
Pearce, F S 
Pitts A Son, 11 H 
Scully, M 
Shelton, .) C 
Yates, W S 
Western hoover, W W 
Woods, Mrs Cora

' H am let: “ Angels and m inis
ters of graet* defend us: be thou 

ia  spirit or health or goblin 
; dam ned.” if 1 know a better place 
I to buy Wind Mills and punips 
¡than from bJliott lV* Miller. 4t

Our Lumber is of all dimennions—»hört, wide and Iodk,
Thick, but dry  and bright, thes«? thlngii It takes, you know; 

To m ake your home good light and strong—
It la to your In terest to  buy of Burton-Lingo.

Go to G. M. S harp ’s for
x y  I llh ran , oats and wheat chops,pitched into some pulpy snow, from I

which he found it impossible to ex
tricate himself. Crow No. 1 went!corn for Christm as 
to the rescue, but lH*ing unable to 'leave orders, 
help his partner out of the scrape, 
stopped, cocked liis head on om* side 
in deliberation, chatte». for a mo- 

I men with tlie pri.soncr and tlew’ off.
In about ten minnte.s he returned,

BURTON-LINGO CO.,
J ß u m b o r  í ) c a / c r s

ó ,  C a rn e a ,  -  -  -

^ o o -o o < y ô ô ô ^ o o o o o o o o o < x x > o < x x x H X > o o o o o o o o < x x > o o o o o o o o o o o o

your

G. M. Sharp will have .8 ears of
Call and

Female Suffrage Stamps.
The new KrciuTi |Kwtage stamps

repnisent a young woman resting her
hand on a talilct wliicb bears the

, I words: “I'lie rights of man.” This accompanied by two oth r crows, ami . , , . ,v» . . .  . . ., IliHs suggcsteil a cu'ver notron to
^lane. Ifulw'rtine Auclert, a French
woman who favors equal right.s. At

. . . her own cost she has cuuslhI to bo
ine his condition. 8'hen, by a joint i . . , , . p , , ,\  . printed a large number of stamps
effort raised him up an set him up-'

For Sale.

My home jilacti in Merkel. 10 
or 12 Sewing Machines; your 
choice for 8.8.50. KJO acre farm 
in the Canyon. 1 would appre
ciate a prompt settlem ent of all 
accounts due me. Please call at 
once ami straiglUen u]), as I am 
selling out and watit my money, 
2t J . G .  Watkins.

All persons indebted to us will 
please call and settle at once and 
greatly oblige.

. The S tar Store' d'o.

thet hrec, putting their heads togeth 
or for a consultation, llew’ around 
their unfortunate comrade to exam-

I TH E  MERKEL M AIL-ONLY $1.00 ’>ER YEAR
THE ’

on the ice. He was v ry 
weak, but they brusbeel the snow 
from his limbs, rubluHl against him 
until the warmth of their iKidies 
thawed him out, and finally all de- 
Y>arted together, the rescued crow’ 
being in the ceiito’ 'f lie* others, as 
thr*»-'-’ was sti' Asary to tve*

, ,  1 1 showing a voung nmii resting hiscold andl i .hand on a tablet bearing tlie words:
“The rights of woman.’' Mme. Au
clert has mailed t’lnulreds of letters 
to all part 'imv. each letter
bearing on« • stamps alongside
that ■'

Bronchitis
"“ i

Ä.
I

“  I have kept Ayer’s Cherry Pec
toral in my house for a  great man;, 
years. It is the best medicine i 
the world for coughs and colds 

J. C, Williams, Attica, N.

Al l  s e r i o u s  lu 
troubles begin wit' 
tickling in the tiv 
You can stop this ” 
in a single \  
Ayer’s Cb 
Use it al'
consumi 
and fore

Tkrvt »lies

J!
%

>4.

■•nf



-ILL.
ja r b e r . I

•• 'iin couin ainiort »e nrarn. n
imiiiolp of Host*'« body moved. Her 
head was atili averted, 

j "I tell you this, liecause it is you 
not 1—who hereafter will own th is for-

Motiol Sioam Laundry -n,«, ;,n ••
ALilon»'

r. EASON, THE BARBER.
•NnitTU KItONT STHiaCT

nteel shaving parlor for 
^entool people.

iVI. PATE, BARBER.
NORTH H tO N T STRKKT

4 chiHs work and prompt 
polite attention to all.

and

DR. F. N. BROWN, 
DENTIST.

>iirou8 Oxide (iaH .\dm inistered. 
Office, Pine St. Abilene.

J. J. MILLER,
Justice Peace and Notary Public

.\lso  lire insurance a>;ent. Will w rite deeds, 
take mrknowledi{ementK, pa9 taxes on land, fur- 
iiiOi <it>stp.ciK of title  and transailt all o ther 

ly u s te d  to him.

O. O. F. LODGE

It.
ly

.105 meets 
Visitinjj 

invyted t<» attend

every F.iiday 
brethren eor-

S. H. Basham. 
mi^tt>n. Sec.

X . G .

T. S. HOLLIS,
THE D E N T IS T -'i
H arris’ DruKstor**, .\bllene, Texas.

. C. WILLIAMS,
Estate and Insurance Agents

.Notary Public
. .V'-knowledjiments, Draws up Deeds, E tc. j 

o m c E  ,\T w a r n i c k ’s bank

I. N. TAYLOR,
utorney-at-law & Notary Public.;

^)ffice in the Bank buiUlin^;.

J. A. LEEMAN
Physician and Surgeon.

onice, Kinur’s DruK Store.

WItcn she turnetl sharply  h* wus 
gone. The blood surRed to her i liccks, 
and loft them again deadly pale. Wits 
It true?  Yes; she knew tha t it was. 
She might ta u n t  him with having won 
li»r by false claims, hut she knew, in 
her soul, th a t  falsity and he cmild not 
together be mentioned. His won! was 
never doubted. W hat did be mean, 
then, by saying that his fortune, w'hlch 
had fallen to him in the hour of di
rect need, like ruin from the clouds.

was to be hers, no t his? G athering  up 
the  long, rus tl ing  tra in  of her ball- 
dress, she mounted the s tairs, pushed 
open the door of his dressing room—

“ Edw in—my G od!”
The cry broke from the lips th a t  had 

grown stiff and still. She crept for
ward. Her white arm  and wrist s truck  
against his uplifted hand.

“ Edw’ln! W hy did you do th is?  You 
were about to take your life! W hy? 
W hy?"

H er hands closed upon his wrist. 
The vioe-like pressure recalled him 
from the trance  in which he had stood 
until then.

“ W hy no t?” He s))oke hoarsely. 
“Can you love me? Can any th ing  re 
call the  words you uttered two w’eeks 
ago?”

“ Edwin! Forget them! Forget!"
“ I though t I knew you." he went on 

as before. “ I thought 1 knew you as 
cold—but no t—not as you revealed 
yourself th a t  day. 1 always hoped, 
hoped for your heart some time. T h a t  
afternoon I saw you and "ou r  h ea r t  as 
they  were. You have wl. . you wish— 
a fortune. Me you will not need.”

“ 1 do !” she cried. “ You must listen 
to  me. You must uncNrstand me. 
though I sc. -cely i r  . ml myself. 
My hear t  was cruel and c id because it 
had never been awakened. I never 
knew you as you a re—as the man you

Edwin Thom pson and his wife have 
been abroad two years. Theirs Is a 
harm onious household, ' .h e ir  fortune 
generoiisly expended draws s(H-iety 
about them. But .Mrs. Thompson has 
ceased to be a “ society woman."

“Since when have you .<o changed. 
Rose?" asks her friends.

She smiles in a sad yet happy way 
and replies;

“ Since my last New Y< a r ’s l)all."

CHRISTMAS BELLS.
P o ftly  s ilv e rn , and  go lden  c le a r ,
T tie  p n as in g  bells o f Hie p a ss in g  y ea r, 

t tln g  o u t! r in g  o u t! O ch im es!
A knell fo r  tlie  roae, a n d  tlie  su m m e r 

d e a d ,
I'Nir th e  lav ls li a u tu m n  fu ll r ic h ly  s|)ed, 

A nd Uie b lo sso m y  A pril tim es.

Sofll.v s ilv e rn , n  ( 'I t r is tm a s  liells!
V oiir (linsonie c la m o r <ir fa lls  oy sw ells  

In  a  horii.s riliy l ring ing .
H a rk !  l ia rk !  It swell.s In to  iiiu>er a ir , 
r«> jo in  th e  s ta v e , ho line, so ra re ,

'I'he e a r th ,  th e  h eav en s , a re  s in g in g .

H lch ly  s ilv e rn  an d  liigh  a n d  fa r.
A s th e  liavzling  g leam  of a  ta il in g  s ta r ,  

H a rk  to  tlie  a n g e ls  c ry in g :
“ l ’«ai'e m ioii I 'iirtii! <tood w ill to  m e n !” 
.•\nd liells fi'om  lian ile t, p la ln 'a n d  glen . 

In Idgli aeoortl i'e|>lying.
• K ian k  l.e s lle 's  M ag az in e .

5A?New Years Bail

G. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

Kesidence, W est Merkel.

BEST
PASSENGER SERVICE  

IN TEXAS.
A - I M  P O R T A N T  G A T E W A Y S

N O  T r o u b l e  T O  a n s w e r  Q u e s t i o n s

H o w  t h e  Ito y «  ^ lew  I t .
“Say,” said one small i oy the  o ther  

afternoon, “ has your m other begun t ’ 
hurl t h ’ Santa Clams gag into you 
yet ?“

“ .\w, sure," was the reply. “ I bln 
g i t t ln ’ th a t  f’r a couple o ’ m onths now. 
Ev’ry tim e I make a break she points 
her finger a t me and tells me .Santa 
Claus a in ’t a-goln’ t ’ bring me nothin ' 
’fl don’t get next t ’ ni’sclf.”

“ W hat d ’ye do th e n ? ”
“ .\w, w hat else would 1 do but let 

her go on th in k ln ’ that I It’lieve In 
San ta  C laus?”

“T h a t ’s right, all righ t."  said the 
o the r  boy. ” Y’ m ight je s ’ ns well let 

i ’em keep on th in k ln ’ you believe in t h ’ 
old fake. It makes ’em feel god. a n ’ 
you get more w’en they th ink  you 

, b ’lieve in Santy, too.”
“Sure thing. An’, say, i t ’s a good 

■ game t ’ write down on a piece o ’ pa- 
' per what you w ant th ’ old duh t ’ chuck 
in yoiir s tock in ’, a n ’ b a n ’ t h ’ list t ’ 
your m other. She w ants  you t ’ keep 
righ t on li’llevin’ in his old wlil.sker- 
lets, a n ’ she don’t want t ’ disappoint i 
you, an ' sh e ’s ll’ble t ’ put inos’ o’ t h ’ 
th ings  you ask f’r in your sockin’”  

“Oh, I alway.s work tliat old one," 1 
said th e  o the r  boy, and then tliey went 
on playing shinny.

And a man who liad <iverheard the 
conversation strolled away witli a feel
ing th a t  the world is growing a hit 
hoar and sad.'—Chicago Chronicle.

For family use in num berless 
ways Ballard'.s Snow Liniment 
is a useful and valuable remedy. 
Price, 25 atid 50 tienls at F. M. 
n av is '.

‘ Au n t ,
LAS, T c x a « .

trifle with 
in some
nr'n ]•

It will pay you to see .1. T. 
W arren if you want a ('ap i' or| 
.Jacket.

Safe, swift and sure is thej 
'proper description of C heatham ’S' 
Laxative Tablets. Cure colds in 

la day. Can lie carried in vest 
fxK'ket. I’̂ asy to take. G uar
anteed. Price 25 cents.

' Fast Texas liibbon Cane. 
Barrels, 5 ^al. keffs and 1 ^al. 
cans.

V^arren. j

"But merciful goodness!” the man 
cried out, driven to half-crazed desper
ation. “ lUrn’t you unders tand?  Can’t 
you unders tand? It Is ruin! It is 
coiiHilete ru in !”

She stood before him like one of the 
antiiine Greek s ta tu tes  th a t  look calm 
ly out from Jeweled eyes. H er cold 
mouth curved a little.

“ I suppose you mean th a t  our ex- 
lienditure hn;-: been too heavy; th a t  we 
must retrench. You are dram atic  about 
i t— as you are about every th ing .” She 
shrugged her shoulders. “ And you 
know th a t  I detest the d ram atic .”

••Vs he saw th a t  still she did not u n 
derstand. the moisture came out on his 
forehead.

"So, I do not mc^n th a t  we must 
retrench, as you conceive the  word. 
Rose. I mean tha t every th ing  Is gone.”

•E v e ry th in g !”
"Yon will not starve. You will have 

a house over your head. B ut—”
“T hank  you.” She smiled Ironically. 

“ T ha t is much. Yes, I th ink  I under
stand now."

She turned  to the door.
“ Rose!” He called her back. His 

eyes f tra ined  out of his ashen face. 
“ If yoii knew—if you knew —how I 
have stn iggled against It! For m onths 
it has been cuminK. But I always 
hoped th a t  I would retrieve all. One 
unfo rtunate  investm ent followed a n 
other. Still I would not tell you; I 
could no t—could not! But now 1 will 
explain everything."

“Oh. pray spare m e!” She drew 
aside the folds of her houserobe, as if 
his outstre tched hand m ight .seize and 
detain her. “ 1 wish for no explanation 
of di.sagieeable events, . \ f te r  ou r New 
Yeai ’s eve hall I will hear as much of 
w hat yon may have to say as I care 
to know—though speech is useless 
enough now.”

“ ,\f te r  the ball?” he repeated. “ You 
do not m ean—it is not possible—th a t  
you th ink of still giving th is New 
Y ear’s ball?”

“Certain ly .” She gazed a t  him cold
ly. “ This ball shall be given. .My 
invita tions  went out today.”

“ But It is m onstrous!” cried Edwin 
Thompson. "Ho you realize w hat will 
be said of us? In a fo rtn igh t m ore the  
whole world will know th a t  I am a 
bankrupt. .My honor------”

“ Your honor!"  she Interrupted, 
laughing a 1 t i e . m a n  who m arries  
a girl above him socially, but of Im
poverished family, under the claim of 
being wealthy, and who, five years la 
ter, announces to her th a t  he is bank 
rupt, need ta lk  little of his h ono r!"

She turned  away again and finally, 
as she uttered the words. They had 
been spoken in her even, clear, ;ruel 
voice. Surely in the five years of the ir  
m arried  life Edwin Thom pson had 
learned to know those tones well. They 
had never warmed with love or melted 
with tenderness. They had remained 
w hat they had been when he, a self- 
made nian, a man w’ho had arrived a t  
g rea t riches, despite his youth, had 
paid his addresses to the daughter  of 
the old Vlokas. and had been willing 
th a t  she should m arry  him w ithout, as 
she confessed with explicit calmness, 
loving him in the least.

M i s . Edwin Thompson had given her 
ball and it »\iurked the sum m it of the  
holiday season. The early m orning 
hours wore on tow ards the dawn. The 
last cai riage rolled aw’ay. .Mrs. Thom p
son would fail; but it would be a fall 
enwrapped In splendor.

She was about to move past her hus
band witiiont. a word. He checked her.

“ 1 have l)een waiting to see you un-i 
til the last guest had gone. There  has 
hapiiened one th ing  of which I wish to 
speak to yon—very briefly. I shall no t 
keep yon long. I had a re la tive—an 
uncle of my mother. He was an  un- 
m airied  man, and rich. For years we 
held no communication with each o t h - , 
er. It came to me tha t I would appeal 
to h im —not for myself - f o r  you."

He paused. She stood, her head half, 
averted, reluctantly  waiting. He 
looked a t  her. She did not see the 
glance. He resumed.

“ 1 wrote three days ago. Today I r e - ! 
ceived th is le tte /’.'.” le took ot ♦. a fold-; 

 ̂ sheet. the  ol m an’s i
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EYE OPENEBIII!

The Chattanooga Hancock 
Disc Plow....

PROVEN BY ACTUAL TEST 
AT A TRIAL IN ABILENE TO 
RUN LIGHTER THAN A 10- 
INCH WALKING PLOW. DO 
NOT BUY TILL YOU SEETT.

Yours truly,

ED 5. HUGHES & CO.
Abilene, Texas

5. W. SHEPPARD
Groceries We sell almost
Vegetables everything afford-
Fruits ed by the market.
Country and sell at reason
Produce able prices. Come
and Fresh to us for your gro-
Meats, etc.

c
ceries...

 ̂Bargains..
ARI’: AWAITING YOU IN THI’]

Furniture Line
We have a fine line of Rockers, Fancy 

Tables, Foldinjr Beds, Bide Boards, Iron 
Beds, Springs, Bed-Room Suits, Window 
Shades, Rugs, etc.

These gtxtds are going to Tie sold if low 
prices are any inducement.

W. P. Browning & Co.

000<KK>0'0-<KHXX>0<X>00<3'0000000-OOOOOOOOOOOOOOKX>OOOOQOOOO^

C h r i s t m a s  i P r e ^ e n t s * * » *

You can not do better in New York or any 
other place buying Christm as presents than 
you can in our store. We have Ixiught the 
samples which the Northern houses had in 
Balias for the Southwest, at a price which 
gives us the advantage over W annam aker or 
Sugel Cooper. We have the best stock in the 
State, either wholesale or retail. Don’t come 
to Abilene without seeing it. It’s worth it.

S ^ a s s  S ^ r o s .  * D r u g  C o .
OOOOOO OOOOOO OOOOOOOÔ-oooooooooooooo-ooooooooooooooooo <

’LtWerW ro n g -A .it W ro n g T "^
to have good health with a bad liver. It Is nearly as Impossible to have bad health with a good 
liver. It may be, as you think, that the stomach, the bowels. _  the kidneys or Uis 
blood causes your bsJ health, but the liver 
Is back o f every one of ttiem, and in 
nina cases out of ten, If ^uu correct 
the liver you correct

My 
go, an

iinch' tion, 
infuts which
imihtion r* 1

Is at sure
to correct the M»' 

as it is sure you have 
Through the liver it cures In 

Constipation, and thn*
om a

J

k


