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* OF CHRISTMAS MORN.

»f.the merry morning,
red burns through the gray,
wintry world lies waiting
glory of the day,
hear a fitful rushing
¢ wsithout upon the stalr,

two white phantoms coming,
atch the gleam of sunny halr.

Are they Christmas fairies stealing
Rows of little socks to fll?
\re they angels floating hither
With their message of good will?
hat sweet spell these elves ure weaving,
\s like larks they chirp and sing;
it palms of peace from heaven
Fhat these lovely spirits bring”?

Jy feet upon the threshold
Kager faces peeping through,
With the first red ray of sunshine,
Chanting cherubs come In view;

Mistletoe and gleaming holly
Symbols of -a blessed day,

In their chubby hands they carry,
Streaming all along the way

Weill we know them, never weary
Of ‘this innocent surprise;
Waiting, watching, listening always,
With full hearts and tender eyes,
While our little household angels,
White and golden in the sun,
Greet us with the sweet old welcome,
“Merrv Christmas, every one!

that

vear
away to

It was Christmas Eve
when John Maxwell went
make his mark in this world. Alice
Tower was just eighteen. They had
been lovers for a few years and were
now engaged. Something that she had

said to him about the quality of the

present he brought to her on Christ-
mas Eve piqued him. “Two years
from now,” he said, “1 will come back
to claim *you, Then I will be a rich
man.” These had been John Max-
well’s last words; and there had been
a fire in his eye, and certain lines of
determination about his mouth which
augured that he would make them
good. But the two years had passed
and six montas more and Alice had
heard no word.

Sitting under the old apple tree one
warm May afternoon, she idly won-
dered whether his silence
ain or pleasure. When John had bid-
en her good-by the thouv zht of his re-
turn had been the suvs

in the moment of h.s departure.

Though she had shed bitter tears over
though

zladness the

the story of his many failures;
she had received with

knowledge of his first successes;

though she had once waited with im-

patience for letters that did not come,

she now felt it to be almost a relie?

~—nay, quite—for two years is a long.

long time, and Alice felt that in twu

veara ghe had orawn old not onlv ip

gave her

aning power |

years but in experience. Did it not
make the difference between eighteen
and twenty? Surely, when one had
left their teens behind them it was
time to learn wisdom.

Ah! Alice would not whisper to her
own thoughts that there had been an-
other teacher that not :0 easy would
have been the lesson of forgetfulness
had not another lesson been conped in
its stead. It was all a bewlildering
mgze in the little head under the
mwasses of rich brown hair, with just
a glint of red among them as the sun
gave them its farewell kiss.

But a brighter red stole into the
rounded cheek as a well-known step
drew nearer, and a shadow for which
the apple trees were not responsible
was thrown beside hers.

“Good evening, Miss Alice,” said a

cheery voice, "1 thought that I should
find vou here. The evening is too
lovely for indoor life.”

‘Yes,” she answered, “it is very
lovely.

“As it should be,” he added, in low-
er, more impressive tones, ''to grace
lyour presence, Alice,” he continued
{ throwing himself on the ground be-
side her, “s! [ tell yeu why | am
80 glad to H.d vou here? Because it
seems the most fitting place to tell
vou somethi else, whrich, though
you must a . Kaow it is fit that
I should pv iuto wordis. They are
poor word (ling., | am not versed

in eloquence and even were |, here
eloquence n o stara But they
are words o! as the world itself. ‘I
love you:; 1 rave but one hope in life,

and that is,
ig not much

rat you wi!ll share it, It
1 can ofer vou, dear.

Perbaps 1 s, onld say wait, before |
take vou fro: vour comfortable home.
But vet, wh <hould 1. If yau lova
me, vou will and bravely by my side,
and we will share whatever storms
lile mmay hav~ in store for us, as wao
chave its s hina, Al'"e what is
YOy answer Will you be my wife”

AL, it had come at last. Once the

girl had tried to check the torreant of
e hadl cut caugit the lit-
detaimug hand in his own strong
and held it tightly. The small
patd drooped lower. A shorr,
gasping sob was in her throat, letting
no word find its way there. What
was she to do? Two years ago she
bad given ancther promise; two years
of toil and Jomesickness had Leen
endured

1 is words.
tle,
palm

head

for her sake; but fu¢ six
months she had heard nothing. Per-
aaps John lad forgottem her— as ab,
she had aimost added, *“as she had
forgotten lom.”  But of John Dent
Dexter knew nothing, and Dent Dex-
ter she loved, So it was, that when,
half wonderivg at her long silence he
again epcated his question, sh2 simp-

ly raisca to him the sweet, fair face
and conitert with what he read there.
he stooped and pressed his fi-s: Kkiss

e ——
—————
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3lack Leg Vaccine.
Ne can supply your

ouABK |EG VACCINE...

PARK-DAVIS
PASTEUR’S
EXCELSIOR

We are agents in Merkel for these well-known brands of

They are the best on the market to- day
wants for almost ar
rices are as low as you will find any

If you need anything in this line we s'
with you on either large or small quan

SAVE YOUR C.

Quantity, and our
- this country.
to figure
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Curinsusly enouglt, their weddine
day was gct for Christmas Day, th»
third anniversary of John Maxwell's
leave-takting, Deont wanted the evenr
fixed for a nearer date. Alice was
persistent. Perhaps she had a special
reason for fixing the time so far
ahead. Poor John Maxwell! Maybe

she thonzht of him,

In all these weeks she had told him
nothing of John. Somehow she could
not gather courage to frame the
words. And John had forgotten her.
He would never know. It was better
that he should not. Love ever
jealous, and he might upbraid her, or
think even while he had won her that
she might prove inconstant to hinm as
to her first lover. Some day when
she was his wife, his very own,
would whisper the story into his ear,
and then they would bury poor John
together,

Somebody has said it was bad luck
for a bride to don her wedding dress
before the wedding day. It was all
nonsense, Alice thought, as later, she
stood before her mirror and saw
flected there her own form clad in its
white silken robes.

Poor John! She wished she had not
thought of him, as she stood in her
wedding dress. The air was very
heavy tonight. It was this which op-
pressed her so.

“Come in,” she called to the knock
at her door.

The little maid entered.

“Oh, Miss Alice! law, Miss, how
beautiful you do look. The gentle-
man is downstairs and wants to see
you immed Miss."”

is

she

re-

e

The gentleman! 0Of course she
meant Dent. She had a great mind
to run down just as she was, to hear

ff he would echo the little maid's ver-
dict, and say that he, too, thought her
beautiful. The impulse of vanity was
not to be resisted, and gathering up
her silken skirts she ran lightly down
the stairs. The room was in shadow
the large, old-fashioned lamp on the
table burnip : dimly; but sitting in a
corner on t}l(‘ SOtH Shl‘ Saw o man's
form, a man who rose impetuously to
his feet as she entered.

With a sr'ile upon her lips and 1a
her eyes, and a bright spot of scarlet
in her cheeks, she tripped across the
floor and turned the lamp so that its
light strear =d full upon her, then
looked up into Dent's face to see the
look of love and admiration gathering
there—looked to find it not Dent, bhut
some one who, for a moment, seemed
a stranger-—some one whosge face was
bronzed and bearded, but with a
| strange pal'or gathering on it as he
looked in .n for the vords of love
, and recognition which did not come—

» | looked from her own paling face, from

the dying spots of scarlet in her
lcheek, to (he silken train which
. swept the floor in its purity, and the
| orange flowers she had fastened in her
' breast. Yes, she knew him now. It
was John, come home to claim her
 for his very own. His voice was very

" hoarse when he spoke.

“l came for my bride,” he said. “Is
she here? Is this dress for me '
“Have pity,” she wailed, in answer.

| “T'wo years were such a long while.
' For six months I had not heard. 1
' thought you were dead, or had forgot-
' ten me—"

“Men do not forget,” he answered.
“We leave that to the women who un-
;do us. Six months! And it seemed
' to you a long time to wait. Child, do
you know what 1 have endured for
the reward of this moment? What

| I deserved my punishment,
| bitter

| was hunger, toil, privation, homesick-

ness to me? I almost welcomed them,
| for ever behind them all was
| thought that all were for you, for the

“ day which was slowly, slowly creeping

‘.. when I might stand before you
“ay: ‘Alice, | have proved my
“ a price. You may accept it,
wt fear. It has been
re./ And when, six
crowning success
search of you;
had done

v nd

their

the |

but |

8)%c. Nice line Bed
and White Quilts.

O R R R R A R R R R R R R R R A R R R R A A A A A A A A

The Star

Q

KA

@@@O R R R R RO SO SO O O R
..EVERYTHING AT...

WHOLESALE GO0S

al THE STAR STORE.

In order to close out all goods as near
as possible by Jan. 1st, we offer our en-
tire stock at ACTUAL COST. Our stock
is broken in many lines, but we still
have a pretty fair assortment of Men's
and Boys’' Clothing and Ladies’ Capes.
Big lot of regular 10c Cotton Flannel,
good width, heavy fleece, for only 7%c.
Double width Percale 4/%c.
Yard wide Percale, suitable for Boys’
Waists and Shirts, only 7/4c.
heavy weight Outing worth 12)%c, only

Heavy weight, fleece
lined Ladies’ Vests, only 18c.
Union Suits 45¢, worth 7b6c.
ble Covers and Scarfs; make nice Xmas
Presents for the ladies and grls.
10 and 15c 1b. A box of 10c Roseberry
Cigars would make nice present for hus-
band or sweetheart. 50 for $3.00. Come
at once and take advantage of this sale.
Goods will not last long at these Prices.
Yours truly.

Calicoes 3%c.
Good wdth
Comforts, Blankets

Ounita
A few Ta-

Candy

Store Go,

We still pay the Highest Market Prlces ;
for Cotton.
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peaury to nig. | loved you then. Be-

lieve me, [ loved you thea.”
Through the open windew stole her |
words,

seen listener,
appeared upon the scene,
mean?

He heard not the man's auswedng

words—*"For«ive you? Never!"—but
SAW tast, mad, passionate em - |
brace as he snateched her unresisting |

form in his arms and covered her face |

with kisses
and half le
went out into the
The
into John Maxwell's hand, and,
tore it open, the strong man trembled
like a child. He had grewn ealmer
since the night previous, though all
the joy and lightness had died out of
his life.
“You
wrote.
you
me

which scemed half hatred '

ve,
night.

as he

have had vour
“The man |1
take me in

say that 1

revenge.”” she
was to marry saw
your arms, and heard
had loved you. Perhaps
buat it is very
You left me two years. If you
had loved me you would net have done
s0. | was a child, and 1 forgot vyou and
learned to love another. I no longer
ask you to forgive me, sinee you huve
wreaked upon me your revenge.’

His own life stretched bare and
blank and desolate before him. KFoOr
a moment he felt a wild joy that so

hers might prove. The next, after a

brief struggle, his manhood c¢on-
quered. His revenge should be seme-

thing nobler than a girl’s wrecked life
—something which, after long amnd
lonely years, he might reecall without

'a blush af shame.

Dent Nexter was alone in the eot-
tage } wd  opared for his beide
sittin 1 head, when Jo'

n out. The ir
was very )
as they

then released her and:\,

next day a little note was put |

{tl

never knew until, a year latc
husband bent over her where
with her baby boy sleeping o

paralyzing the form of am un- breast, and told her all, the st/
who had at that moment |
What did lt,

iug with a proud glande at
“He gave us our happ'

V\e will name our boy

who wreaked on us.sv
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An Ingenious 'l‘reatm
are Being Cure
selves,

No Noxious Doses. 'ﬂ
es, Pleasant anu
Liquor Habit.

It is now generally known an
Drunkenness is a disease and 1
body filled with poison and
shattered by periodical or const=——— ——=
icating liquors, require
neutralizing and era”’
stroying the cravir
may now cure th
licity or loss of :;
derful “HOM
perfected ¢ "’:‘
treatment
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Almost anvthing may he e xpected
ED J. LEEMAN, now during lunch hour at the Jack- 0 /
DITOR ano PROPRIETOR | son County Memocratic Club. The 0
‘ . : old prize ring has heen relegated to
1 the Postoffice at Merkel, Toxas, as . : .
mattte ‘ the kitchen When President °
]\t‘filpt‘l' took hold of the ¢lub he q
Subscription
B RPN Bptes: o1 made a solemn vow that never dur
> 01 ing his administration would fistic ‘
adva entertainments he  permitied, and o '
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space 8 o . 1 1 {
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The Christmas Padding. H””f-: on .\"“r (~.||‘]n~|)l~'l‘. ! ° Cost. Ihe house We a're ln has
wident housewives are now pre- So the carpenter was put to work
ng their Christmas pium pudding. | . g . & g ,
s ; and vesterday morning the last vest- t d b G_ ‘r C & C
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ling several weeks bhefore it is]| '8¢ ol The rng on which oung °
An excellent recipe for Christ-| (‘orbett” and other gentry of Hlll » .
pudding consists of three-£ourths | b d: o3 wae. treoforned o O and that will throw us without a
pound of suet chopped very fine, ' 2 ;
with it while ‘rhulll!»i:lg a table-| the humble thongh more usef H o f h b
nful of flour; three-fourths of a| juncts of a kitchen. house. A-nd SO alr We ave een
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nful each of ground cinnamon, A Million Voices to Sell Our entlre stOCk Of
nutmeg and allspice. Mix the 3 S L
tials together thoroughly and | ©Culd hardly express the thanks
t 85 W e ( 4 e ‘
AR i f Homer Hall, of West Point
| six eggs, one at a time, and all, es omt, °
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heen bhrought a voall eandidates no .
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LVes Disease and danger lurk in the
witly qital oreans. The blood becomes ..'.“

open vitiated and the general health is

But the Doing that
Counts.

For the benefit of those who may never have tried
way of doing, we will call attention to our facilities for
plying your needs in

DRY GOODS and GROCERIES

\

_«h healthlunddrmined whenever the stom-
™ with its/ach and liver fail to perform their
led with a functions as nature intended.
kes a few Herbine will tone up the stomach,

cleanse her regulate the liver, where other

rities.  Price, preparations only relieve. Price,
Davas’, 150 cents at F. M. Davis’.
n is selling choice Dress Making.

" d, roasts ,
v pound, roast We have opened a dress mak-

ing establishment in the Vaughan
'building, south of depot, and

ic. other meats in

A. Johnson is visiting should be glad to have the ladies
(s at Sipe Springs. of Merkel and surrounding coun-
try call on us. Work first-class;
‘prices reasonable.

Mrs. Waldroup,
t-0 Miss Hammonds.

e tmas comes but once a
But its memories are for
year 'round, and so should|

kens be. If you buy Christ-/
s presents of Rust & Pittard Cheapness without worth is
you are sure to get something high priced. We give you value

. with p!'i('v.

¥ substantial.

" d : i J. T. Warren.
For nice bright cane in bale

see J. .. Baker. 2t|  Miss Mattie Comegys leaves
‘tonight to spend the holidays
'with friends at Alvord.

-

We will thrash cane seed at
Dora Dec. 31, and all who want
threshing done should bring| J. T. Warren sold a car of
same here on that date. (flour in two weeks. ‘‘Peace-

Bryson & Jenkins. |Maker™ did it. It doesn’t take

Sy : nd ‘the people always to  find out
f str » 18 Spend-| -
Miss Ola Armstrong I good thing.

ing the holidays at Rising Star.

Blankets and Wraps. Shoes

We had a little .
Comforts. jag of Jackets and ANy old shoe will

We have a good Capes which were Sorter do for warm
assortment, in fact, back ordered and weather, but you
too many for the ¢ame in after the ought to get a pair

time of year. Will fire. We need the of of Hamilton and

: : money that is in P e v g ;
make special prices them and you can Brown's for winter.

on them during the own them at what We have a com-
next few days. they cost. plete stock on hand

-

. LETTERS TO SANTA.
W. B. Mann left Sunday night

for Sulphur Springs to join a 'he Mail’s letter box was over-

family reunion at the home of crowded with letters this morning
his m);th : and from the lot we select the
s mother.

Hfollowing :

Of all things for Christmas Dear Santa Clause: Send me
presents there are not any that a grown-up girl that is able to
last as long or that give so much|buy her own furniture.

—ada

comfort as good books. Of an Arthur Browning.
immense assortment of these act-  Dear Santa Claus: | want a Wl 3 ARE
ive, living products of the hearts shirt, some sox and pants. All

and genius of men we invite your/I had was burned up.
inspection. Rust & Pittard. Mack Angus.

) 3 Dear Santa Claus: [ want a
The first Mexican baby born . : .
J . . little brown jug like the other
in Merkel saw the light of duysft”( FapRaedh.
' llows have got.
Thursday morning. -

The Price-Makers.

Bumps Smith.
About 400 bales of nice bright  Dear Santa Claus: Some hair
cane for sale. oil, perfume and a red necktie
2t J. L. Baker. will do me. Chas. Craven.
Dear Santa Claus: Do, please

e
]

T e o

2
>
A
A
{T]

JOHN C. HAMM,

bring me a rise in cotton; it's
[LUMBER. _ i
¢ awful low. W. B. Alsobrook.
A little P g ( rears " ’ .
A little more than d)m' ‘\, i Dear Santa Clause: Bring
g quliar ¢ strained 4 . . N &
ago, under peculiar an ; C'ousin Isaav back. The Girls.

Praise the bridge that carries’ Worms take refuge inthe small| Tabler's Buckeye !
you over either a floc d or cough. intestine, where they ean easily ment has been thorou
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup has multiply.  White's Cream Ver- | for many years, and is
brought so many over throat and mifuge will destroy these para- cure and is a positive eur
lung troubles, such as coughs, sites. The verdict of the peopleithis most distressing
colds. bronchitis, ete., that its'tells plainly how well it has suc- | barrassing of troubles
praises are sung everywhere. ceeded. Price, 25 cents at F. 50 cents in bottles.
' Price, 25 and 50 cents at F. M. M. Davis’. cents at F. M. Davis

circumstances, | began selling
LUMBER and Builders’™ Sup-
plies. To say | have succeeded,
is but putting it mildly. By
giving my vu:%umeps l“l,l{,é been a good little boy and would
;;‘:;‘?CsfsM‘::]:I;h}}{l(:t I*'lé(’l)‘“ l:‘rg like :l"tin horn, a pistol and caps,
i £l it Pl ‘and five packs of fire crackers
CORTEOUS TREATMENT, 'l Ges s Haaws:
feel that I have galped the (‘()1§.- folte o o St Hriné I8 |
FIDENCE of the SBUILDING a big house full of goeds. We have a complete stock of mense assortment of (‘hristnmsfand can get goods
PUBLIC. | ] T. Warren. Hamilton-Brown Shoes: every presents suitable for every mem- ordered. Try us!
Mx yad ; 8. fo Dej We want pair new and up-to-now. ber of the family. Be sure to f i

"ARDS. Dear Santa Claus: i

VIS . . bt 490 % T. Warre rive us a call. .

. \ ¢ an v}ndvmu- of grip: it's distress- J. T. Warren. ey & 0 i Plenty of corn
i )you - v -3

ingly healthy. The Doctors. This Top prices for green and dry Sharp’s.

Dear Santa Clause: | want a
little curley-headed doll, too.
Lewis Martin.
Dear Santa Claus: 1 have

Davis’. _ Rust & Pittard have an im-, We have our own

| Dear Santa Claus: Pease do is. hides. | A full line of boy s Yo _J
not send any more fires—they're you F. P. MeGuffin. | .\ vouth’s lone
) expensive—send customers. see, 4 Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Boyee left| received at %
) Austin Fitts. Christ- last Friday night for a month’s |3t J.: 0.
mas tree, visit with Mrs. Boyece’s father, A a4
- M . o o6 o o one of the J.J. French, at Beaumont. )

today.

-
: best type, too! - e ‘ de
' :\()Tl(l". | Mir,y ¢
y acls Abﬂ“t and while, dear 'wo 3

' We have put on a delivery|Machin® _j N

sir, 'tis not a
‘EWH.RV fir. vet it was ~wagon, and can get all goods out |
: 7 W .: ‘. ; . 7. Yellvere ey m
le in my stock made fir you. ’Tis ,pm;npl'l:\ l I t].l\tlt d f,l;; toany, T :
ly good and | true, you see ‘upon part o | the ecity. one us|ey:
- this tree no presents D gty o . |V
S0 compre- h 3t J. O. Hamilton. f
ried as to rich and rare; yet !
ry selec- please be kind, and LLOST—Three head of sheep in
bear in mind, in wish ‘a flock, one with bell on.  Will
‘ands be- the gifts are there. We now | pay liberal reward for informa- ol
gl wish all, the short and tall, |tion leading to their recovery.
- i , 4 ‘ : +
- young, middle-aged and gray: | F. P. MeGuffin. | @
the  Misses Sudie White and Carrie s
poor 'Woodard are visiting their g
the rich, ' parents at Roscoe. .
vhite; \ " e
lack D'ri and 1., The Crisis, Richa’
pitch, Carvel, Lazurrf, _()aptain Rav '
“rigt shaw, The Sky ' Pilot, She St B

\khe, Black Rbek, ete.,
* hpoks gand t\:npyright
n j)l'i“" fl'nn\’] 00

—
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You Must Econom,

Then go where you can get the Greatest Measures of Values. ' -

That place is here. Our prices on any and all articels are at

. : )
all times the lowest to be found, Quality considered. Com- “
mencing Saturday, Dec. 13, and continuing for two weeks we -
will make prices that will prove to economical buyers, that
if they would make DOLLARS DO DOUBLE DUTY they
should go to Sharp’s. THESE PRICES DO THE TALKING:

-
38t .. . . ieirssectlc S500Men'sBuitegoat ... .oiiv i $4.00 81.00 Jeans Pantsgoat ................%..... T5¢ 3
1 _ : . vevsssnseesssB0 BO00Men'sBuitsgoat .............. 500000, GO0 Glo Overalls o &b - . ciiiliavivinssas hauiies 50c
1 Bk sl Tah M . 45¢ SO0 Man'aBuith go st .-« .o avins i 5.00  31.75 Casmere Pants goat .................. $1.25
1ish Fleece at . R T 153 5 8%c 1250 Men'sBuitsgoat ............c00000000 900 S1ECapesgoat.. .. ..cc.vionrnacannsinds 15¢
dK finish Fleece at -+ : e v 18%%0 D000 BOBE:. . v oiiicsnnnns e L e 4¢  $2.00 ('apes BOBE sl s s sl abn $1.20
Other goods in proportion., G':e Calicoes go at. .. ... G R aun St Ambhe ¥ kas s O OUCCADEE B0 B8, o0 ciinninrsndainsh nrsiein 36¢

2

J. P. Sharp & Company.

A Good Cough Medicine.

From the Gazette, Toowoomba, Australia.

Sampson is Not to Blame.
MEpeiE, & WCH kKDow | find Chamberlain’s Cough

' . )
(11 Naval toples, ;lntllll'.\ Rean

Remedy is an excellent medicine,

N DS ¢ New Yo aa . .
.Illl! M, 1n ‘h \ \ ) ' }“'\.._ hl‘t‘ll HU”Q"'”]Q‘ from a

lent, of the charge of hay severe cough for the last two

(! M “\ Oor 1 : 1.‘" (ry{Ve . .

. direetly or indirectly, o months, and it has effected a
Maclay any_justification or cype. | have great pleasure in
ronsaccusatons azin=t pacommending it.—W. C. Wock-
dimiral Schiev. Mr. Benja

ner. This is the npiniun of one
d of Sehlev and has

s i irien

of our oldest and most respected
o, (aken the Schl " residents, and has been volun-
CTSV. tarily given In good faith that
T — others may try the remedy and
Lamont Mentioned for President. |,. henefitted. as was Mr. Wock-
10 Record-Herald pep, This remedy is sold by

Daniel S0 Lamont, of  New Rust & Pittard.

olv 1o be a candidate for

esidential nomination in the New York’s Fancy Flowers.
Democratic national campaign, New Yorkers interested in Howers
hat the Lamont  =ugges- have now @ very good opportunity to
mes< from and finds favor with visit <ome  fline collections, M iss
bose Democrats who  believed 1 Helen Mifler Gould's greennouses
over Cleveland. at Lyndhurst are open 1o the ln\li)llu',

and contain a collection of chrys-
od horse and buggy for

Will take mileh cow as
ent. linquire at this

anthemums of rare beauntv. There

are more than 2000 specinens, many

of them being rare varieties.  An-

other fine collection  of  chrysan-

themums is on view in the Pros-
pect Park conservatories.  This col-
lection contains eighty varities,  In
another house i= the cactus collection,
which received the first prize at the
recent flower  show  in Madison
Square  garden, There are about
100 varieties in this collection, 1n-
cluding the Crown of Thorns, with
its blood-red bloom, and the Old
Man, a strange pyvramid plant cover-

ed with a white hairy substance.
S

Ship’s Pets Prevented Starvation.
The bark Ella arrived at New
York last week, forty-one days from
Jamaica, having  encountered the
furions northwest gales that have
been blown offshore for weeks, Cap-
tain. MebLaughlin reports the worst
weather he ever saw.  ‘The Ella not
- oniv lost topmasts, spars and much
rigging, but provisions ran out, and|

no vessel having been spoken for re-

liel the erew had the alternative of

cating the ship’s pets or starving.

The last to be Killed and eaten was

the pet Kitten of the captain’s dangh-
fer. On November 13 rehief was had
e< planted i public 2quares ;|ntll

wils saved from starvation,

thine going) regatrdless, of!
Call angl inspect same
uying. o We will s

/

| Y LR LRSS

A GOOD THING.

German Syrup is the special
prescription of Dr. A. Boschee, a
celebrated German Physician,
and is acknowledged to be one’of
the most fortunate discoveries in
Medicine. It  quickly cures
Coughs, Colds and all Lung
troubles of the severest nature,
removing, as it does, the cause
of the affection and leaving' the
parts in a strong and healthy
condition. Itis not an. experi-
mental medicine, but has, stood
the test of years, giving satisfac-
tion in every case, which its rap-
idly increasing sale every season
confirms. Two million bottles
sold annually. Boschee's Ger-
man Syrup was introduced in the
United States in 1868, and is now
sold in every town and village in
the civiiized world. Three doses
will relieve any ordinary cough.
Price 75¢ at Rust & Pittard’s.
(et Green’s Prize Almanac.

A Nice Bunch of Steel Money.

On a recent visit of some of the
ofticials ol the Nmerican Sheet Steel
Company to Vandergrift, Pa., Presi
dent (', M. Schwab, of the United
States Steel corporation, tendered a
gift of $50.000 1o the town for a
Young Mon's Christian  Association

building.

. &0 :
A Negro Justice in Washington.
Among the ton new justices of the

peace appointed Tor the Distriet of

Columbia 1= a negro lawyer named

Robert N. Terrell.  He graduated

from Harvard college in the elass of

1884 with a degree cum laude. He

was stronaly connended by Booker

T. Wazhinzion.

Georgia to Try Dispensaries.
Under an act just passed by the

Georgia legislature, the dispensary |

liquor svstem is giving extended lo-
cal option recognition. Any county,
on petition of one-third of the qual-
ifiedd voters, will bhe privileged to

vote (1) whether the liqunl' traffie|

GOOD ADVICE, F. O, Warren, Pres.
The most miserable beings in 8 F West, Y-Pres.

the world are those suffering Seo. . .”ony, Cash.
from Dyspepsia and Liver Com-

plaint.  More than seventy-five
per cent of the people in the
United States are afflicted with
these two diseases, and their ef-

fects: such as Sour Stomach,

Sick Headache, Habitual Cost- [J®®
iveness, Palpitation of the Heart,

Heart-burn, Waterbrash, Gnaw-| I[St
ing and Burning Pains at the Pit/

of the Stomach, Yellow Skin,

[
Coated Tongue and Disagreeable
Taste in the Mouth, Coming up
of Food after eating, Low Spirits|

etc. Go to your Druggist and

get a bottle of August Flower for|

75¢.  Two doses will relieve you.,

Try it at Rust & Pittard’s. Get a"
Green’s Prize Almanac.

Dewey Liked the Highballs.
The revenue cutter Me('ulloch, | 0{5’; O"A‘OI

Dewey's dispatch boat in the Philip-

pines, was often visited by the ad-
miral after the hattle of Manila. ln!GAPITAL 33" nnn
kis uniform of white duck. With1 § L 8
white canvas shoes and a goll cap,

he would lonnge for hours in a vnxn-}?il:jlg:;u;s:}i%s [fn.‘:h: $'704.8B

A

fortable armchair on the vessel's|

poop, Victor Smith says. Under the | R
awning that shaded the deck a lazy e gv ‘wotion to -
Ty » | 'I » " \ . o ‘
breeze mollified the tropic heat, .ml(l o oo . '
every once in a while “Unele :
LRt ; : the
GGeorge”™ would sing out to the lieu- ==
co .

tenant:  “Mr. Jovnes, if anvthing
could add to the pleasure of this vis.
it 1t would he another of those glo

y . . -
ous Scotch highballs which see ?
attain a perfection on the i
lock never dreamed of el
He was a most compani -

2 -

chap, loved and venerats
he went in the squac
the revenue cutter o
vate vacht, and

her two or thre

his recreation.

Lots of Cra.

(‘ape (ﬁ\ i
the cran! & |
this fa'=

shall he prohibited altogether or no# ,'/‘,"" -

and (2) whether, if the trafl¥
favored, the same shall be con
through dispensaries

count.  The (ropeage

are to be open only

t~nd will sell

(5

»
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to you.
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FITTS & SMITH’S

We bank on the Quality of our Goods, and we are satisfied to sell them on their merits alone.
same time we want to remind you that we will compare prices with any concern in the country. Ou
stock, as you know, is bran new. Besides its newness it also has style and up-to-dateness to recommenad it .
Prices Right, Quality the Best and Style in Keeping with the Times---what more could you want?
Are not those the essential points to be considered in the purchase of Dry Goods?
statements if you will come to our store and let us show and price our mammoth stock of Goods to you.

We

You will be pleased at the variety and assortment.

PRICE AND QUAL,)

These Are the Levers Which do the Prizing at

At

will verify these

We want to show and price our Goods to you, whether you buy or not.
Your Money Back if You Are Not SATISFIED.

FITTS & SMITH, .. ...

Lo el Do Do ledole Do dole Do fedede Doledole Do fe oo Do 2ol De Do Do Do 2o De 1o 2o 0e 1. 02 0. -

THE MERKEL MAIL.

The residents of the last ‘l'ennesse

mountains  celebrate  Christma day
with a barbecue. Al OX or steer is
ED J. LEEMAN, prepared for roasting, the interior is
EDITOR AnNnD PROPRIETOR filled with chickens, duck wild tm
keys and birds. and the wvhole is sus
j 1 in the Postoffice at Merkel, Texas, as pended over a huge wood fire which is
nd-class mail mattter built in some convenient outdoor lo
cality
Subscription Rates: The guests come from adjacent
One year L0 counties in great wagons covered with
Qix months W g 4
e . "“‘”‘ th v, cornstalks, from beneath which black
1 1 onins 4 X 2
Invariably in advance jugs are drawn and their contents
\DVERTISING RATES per month “aml""" it s
O h space $ .50 I'here are side-issnes in the shapi
I'wo i n space “ [,” of small fires at which the ‘u"\‘ roast
Ouarter column (4 1-2 indhes =.0l : 4 )

,“, mn (9 inches .00 the fat coon iptureda in their coon
) I8 inches U hunts, and there is a fiddler who no
1 issues constitute a month. All advertise- o4 iy

run and charged for until ordered out, Ssooner starts up “The Arkansaw Trav-
limit is specified when insertion is made eler” than old and voung begin to
prices on time contracts
i notices, 5 cents per line, each insert dance
I eam 16 is none and bon-
SPECIAL NOTICES ho: 1 but cider and gin
Communications to insure publication must 2€i nead aboand, Often girls, escorted
ir the signature of the writer, as “"’”f," the | hyv t? Hirers will valk seven
i de plume under which they write This is|
uired merely as a guarantee of good faith m
yhituaries, Cards of Thanks, ete., are inserted
on 1alf the regular advertising rates Posi- (hristuan Vhoard & Man-of-War
y deviation from this rule . ;
Chilstmas da) nowhere antici-
B— L —— pated wiih pleasure ar ecelebrated
. wvially wn among the jackies
Harsh, but Effectual Cure. t l e jackies
S onr board the men-of-war. Wherever
o Chicago doctor who enjoys a4, hip mav be ou Christmas, and
ml‘gt‘ nractice has what the ( hron- 't 1ally scattered all over
Medcharacterizes as a bratal wayv of U vorida o, 3 l?"‘\i'”‘l' LN ""l
T l f aside a general jollification I'he
- @ altleged altlacks O ’ \ : : 4
18 “(i 1 vies el al { stmas linner, the dec-
his female patients. o g ( ship, ti skylarking
nractice for over and e tave become tradition in
. the navy The officers and men alike
'+ only discover- , :
v . il join in making the day a very
Lo te was alled |, ( timas
ne  married
. - Turning the Leaf,
|1»;»;|I'~'Illl)' 11 il nigh filled, pe:
xamina- ¢! 1y, the space allotted
0 to his nizod in the univers=~l
VOl
: 1 | tremble ovel
a par p ] , B leal of his auto-
h ey-|b do well to look to the
- rFouno ‘ nal period: while the
it he '
VoIt h | 18 ommenced his
\L S Fife donrnal « { he too careful that
tion i hal!l « \ 10 entry which, dving
} Vo 1 h to blot
r - -
For this remaitkable feast of Christ-
mas of tl viden time a favorite Eng
MACT= | 4o lish  was plum  porridge. The
Engl men ol the early centuries ate
his 1 porriile with a zest he might
he well vyl lor the more elaborate

bowl of porritoe

as he o fered his DO
' wonder
y foun ‘ for  hiN after
long gon
was alwa, served

SOME TRADITIONS OF CHRISTMAS,

Customs That Prevalled Prior to the
Christian Era.
That many of our Christmas cus

toms antedate the birth of Christ is a
fact unknown by many.

Antiquarians tell us that the Christ-
ians of the earliest ages found that it
was not forbid all the
which

attached

wise to entirely
pagan celebrations to their
cent converts
and tradition.

of the ancient

re-

were by use,
history

One names given to
Christmas “The Feast of
LLights.” This name distinctly

traceable to a pagan festival, formerly

our was

1S

ocenrring at the same season as our
Christmas-tide, a day annually ob-
served before Christianity's time as a

“Festival of the Sun.”
in ancient Rome, Saturn’s
claim to notice was honored each De-
by & feast of seven (usually)
‘alled Saturnalia. During
days the order of Roman society
the masters and
changed places. The slaves had every
freedom of action and speech, and
their masters served them meekly.
The very Christmas tree
said to Lut a Christi-nized bit of
the old Saturnalia; and also the gift-
giving is but the relic of Roman cus-
toms, although beautified by the early
Christians in attributing the gifts to
the Christ-child, whom the children
were taught to believe passed over the
houses at midnight, leaving gifts for
all the good children, even as in Ger-

'hen, too

cemben
davs these
was

reversed laves

itself is

be

many, later on, the children were
taught to beiieve in the fairies, Kris-
Kringle, or Santa Claus,

The custom, too, of decking the
festival with evergreens, holly and

mistletoe, dates back to the dark ages,
when and huts were so
decked, either to drive away the bad
fairies or to furnish resting-places for
the good ones.

The mistletoe owes its charm to tl}
fables of Baldur, Loki and oth
[.oki, the fire god, jealous of Bal
popularity, was angered Hmth."
mother had secured an oayr~
ture that neither of W%
ments should evar harmw

But Frevia had !
rootless mi<tleto
gequence

the bhooths

.

forr had
He cou'’
OV

ness to hurl it at his enemy. The god
responded; and Baldur fell dead, shot
“through and through.”

But lLoki was not loved, and the
other gods restored Baldur to life, and |
gave Freyja command over the mis-
tletoe, and she hung it high on the
trees out of touch with the earth, so
that Loki could no more use it. There
it hung ever after, and all treaties of
peace were under it. To stand
under the mistletoe and to give a kiss

tiade

beneath was a solemn promise to be
true and do no harm to the other
party.

The Druids thought that whatever

grew upon the oak was sacred; hence

their regard for the mistletoe, The
varieties wiaich grew upon the apple
and other trees were held by the

Druids as of far less value,

Legend of St. Nick.

A French story proves the love and
protecting power of St. Nicholas fer
young maidens, and it is from tHis
that the custom of Santa Claus avose.
The saint heard that a poor ge,&’ltle-
man with three portionless daughters
was about to commit a crime in order
to provide his daughters with dow-
ries. Seized with pity for the three
unhappy maidens, Nicholas visited
their house by night and threw a well-
filled purse into the father's room
through the open window, thus en-.
abling him to portion his eldest daugh-
ter,

In convent schools the love and care
that St. Nicholas bore to all maidens |
was proved in the same manner. O
Nicholas ev. the pupils vere ordered!
to hang up tuéir stockin: : outside the:
doors of thri‘{ rooms, and in the bhose|
to place a fwritten requost for the
saint’s patr}) qge and protection, The
nuns tooky, ypon themse' =3 the duty

of acting /a5 his deputies 'und filled the |

expectay, . stockings witl sweetmeats
anrj 'i“ er trifies, and in this manner
y fthe 1eality of the saint's care.

's is glearly seen the origin of |

#d of the custom of Santa
children's stockings on
.1‘\"‘\
from St
(‘hristmas

Nicholas day
day is not

on Christmas are nu-
<ersified. The royal

eature of ¢lub| wit’ going and to
‘ wts in the odd time between .two
wnd it was pretty tight work.'

(s, ——

‘-

heel!

‘and the story was comple

1
How the custom was|

e — g ————————

Uaziulus, DUXIUE DUULS dre 1ot un-
usual. The bowlers as a rule let up
on that sport for the day, as they
have previously won their Christmas
turkeys on the alleys and remain at
home to enjoy the fruits of- their
prowess.

Where do all the Christmas trees
come from? In this country alone
millions of them are sold every Yule-
tide and year after year the supply is
equal to the demand. One would
think that after a time the forests
would be depleted of the young growth
of pines and fir and spruce that for
the most part comprise the evergreen
required Ly custom, but each season
the market contains the usual variety.
Maine and Michigan are the principal
sources of supply.

CHARLES DICKENS' “CAROL".

‘remendous Work Done by the Author
in Less Than Two Months, - * &
Pre-eminent among  Christmas
books may be placed the “Christmas -
Carol” of Charles Dickens, which .
always ranked among ( e mest
ular of his works. Rarely f
which made so great ’
took so high a place
been produced und
such high pre
space of ti
which, as
prefac

litt
~sit to

d in so short a
e ‘‘ghost of an idea,”
rles Dickers sald in his
e birth to ‘“this shost.l:
book,’ came to him during
. in October, 1843,
Manchester o b
the end of November, the time avalla-
ble for its composition being such
gpare hours as were not scﬁuaﬂy
needed for the two nu/mbera of “Mar-
tin Chuzzlewit,” themn in prozreu.hlt“
was a tremendous piece of work, and
was not without a remarkable effect
upon its author, young and vigorous
was.
”V:'\:ltlng to Professor Felton attot'
the book was published, h.o sald:
“Over which ‘Christmas Carol’ Charles
Dickens wept and laughed, and wept
'again, and excited himself in a most
 extraordinary manner in the composi-
tion: and thinking whereon he walked
about the black streets of London fif-
' teen and twenty miles many a night
' when all the sober folks had
[hedi ¢ L% YIS keep the (
do this litt

A D
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.0 Water Supply Goods....

and back gear:
full
plain and oalvanized ;

el mill, direct stroke

\ermotor steel mills: a assort-
to 2 in.,
2;(«» { 1n.

anything in our line.

brass

lots |

els from We buy in car

1 Jees On

C. KING & CO.

—DEALERS IN—

rugs and Medicines.

L Nice line Sundries and Toilet Articles.¥

s Accurately and Promptly Compounded, Day or Night.

% HEAD
~ NOISES?

DEAFNESS OR HARD HEARINGC
ARE NOW CURABLE

by our new invention. Only those born deaf are incurable,

HEAD NOISES CEASE IMMEDIATELY.

F. A. WERMAN, OF BALTIMORE, SAYS:
BALTIMORE, Md.,

Gentlemen : — Being entirely cured of deainess, thanks to your treatment

a full history of my (:lﬂ to be used at vour discretion
About five vears ago my right ear beganto sing, a

my hearing in tmsv;rcmnc Y.

I underwent a treatment for catarrh, for three months, w 1{1\ ywt any success, consulted a num-
the most eminent ear spe cialist of this city, who told me that

ALL CASES OF

March ), 1901
I will now give you

nd this kept on getting worse, until T lost

ber of physicians, among others

only an operation could 1u p me, and even that only temporarily Uu the head noises would
then cease, but the hearing in the \‘T( cted eat wi 1d be lost forevet
I then saw vour .’\d\'t-rt'-emcnl accidentally i1 a w York paper, and ordered yvour treat
ment. After I had used it only afew ‘i ivs accordir l y vour directions, the noises ceased, ana
to-day, after five weeks, my hearing in the li‘,ﬂ.’t\t':"l‘. has been entirely restored. I thank you
heartily and beg to remain Very truly vours
F. A. WERMAN, =208, Droadway, Baltimore, Md

Ouwr treatment does not interfere with your usual occupation,

sxaminaion ==t YOU CAN CURE YOURSELF AT HOME *** roui™™

advice free. cost,

INTERNATIONAL AURAL CLINIC, 596 LA SALLE AVE., CHICAGO, ILL.

HAVE A LOOK ¢

And you will be convinced we have \,
the best all-around general line in the .
country, consisting of Y

John Deere Wolking Plows :: Standard Disc Plows
John Deere Sulkey Plows Standard Cultivators

Joha Deere Cultivators . and W
John Deere Disc Harrows : Hancock Disc Plows \-.-,:

The Old Reliable \’, |
Studebaher Wagons, W

Are the Best.

Buggies, Phaetons, Surries and hacks. W

" » . r © .
All Grades and Kinds. We have some \’,
Genuine Bargains. e

FURNITURE
COOK STOVES ohe

0* a‘! OUR HEATING STOVES \"

e All kinds HARDWARE
e n— .
()UI' M‘!t\l) B

?rwo.s Beolow Our Compeh/ors

%

Smith & Davis can furnish you
with what you want to

"Phone No. 4
A R A wrote to sav
No equal on earth has Hunt's bruises. y that for

‘~*htning Oil for rheumatism sore

iralgia, as well as 9prmm le
irns, bruises, and

The Pride of He

eat. : i i
¢ Many soldiers in the

cuts, wourn
feet and stiff J
n’s Arnica Salve

insect t
L 1€ "Y‘H.
(] Stlngs. (Il“lrﬂnt(‘(“]. H(nzl] a |
=6 cents, tior ;
1- | pa

‘.\l one of

! Z\b‘«'

' theology,

A\ CHANCI

For your Christmas

' TO GO HOME

nnd New
Year is offered by the Texas &
Pacific Railway Company.

popular line which has

Holiday excursion will sell round

tickets between all points’on their|

Texas and Louisiana and

to points on other lines in

line in

and
31, and January 1, with final
limit to return as late as January

3, 1902, at rate of a fare and a|
third sor the round trip. Also|

on December 21, 22 and 23,

Ilinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Arkan-|
sas, North and South Dukntu.?
Nebraska. All  Southwestern
States and to Denver, Colorado
Springs and Pueblo, Colorado

and to Mexico at rate of a fare
and a third for the round trip.
These latter tickets to be
to return 30 days from date of
sale.  Choice of inviting routes
will be offered and every polite-
ness will be shown and every ef-
fort made by our employes to see

patrons are enabled to make trip|

pleasantly and comfortably, and
our equipment cannot be equall-

ed.

For further information in re-'
gard to sleeping car accommoda-

tions rates, ete., see any Ticket
Agent or write H. P. Hughes,
Treveling Passenger Agent, Ft.
Worth, or . P. Turner,
Passenger and Ticket
the Texas & Pacific Railway Co.,
Dallas, Texas.

General

Amusement for Insane Patients.
The amusement programme pro-
vided by the superintendent of one

of the

includes

Massachusetts insane asylum

pit'llit'\ daneces, concerts
and other diverting entertainments.
the dances there were
thirteen sets of four couples each on
the floor for the quadrille, and out
of 250 women 102 have taken part
The maseuline in-

n llh' dances,

mates have not been permitted to
attend the
portion,

dances in the same pro-
owing to thoeir
condition. \'t'\t,‘rL}lt:]vs.\,

all share more or less in the treat-

ment.

Jenny Lind’s Soldier Son.
Captain Ernest Goldschmidt, who
was recently mentioned in the Ga-
zette as deserving of praise for dis-
tinguished service in the South Af-
rican war, Jenny Lind,
famous vocalist. He be-

1s a son of
the once

longs to a Welsh regiment.

D

Sensible Change.

Dmitri Kogjsujajkean, an Armen-
ian who arrived at the Garrett Bib-
lical institute, Illinois, to study
has changed his name to
“Mr. Little,” as none of the
fessors was able to
American name.

pronounce his

This|
always
been most prominent in handling|

Texas|
..on December 23, 24, 25, 26,

will|
sell round trip tickets to points in/

limited |

Agent, |

nmore excit- |
lht'_V |

pro- |

Lmtms—

EVERYTHING NEW!

[ have opened up a stock
of Pure, Fresh Drugs, Pat-
ent Medicines, Paints, Oils,
Wall Paper, Sundries, Etc.,
next door to First National
Bank, and invite the pat-
ronage of all.

S

“regeription Work is
Ragistered Phar-
best results

itmas

|
|
|
|
»
|

AT I R

T. Come and a-

R

ASE N LSRR | A R RENE R S N

T T XN

. M
PRI NI T

s -r‘.};-F -

AT GOST. £

In order to recuce
decided to reduce all Winter
nery, including Trimmed Hats, at
ABSOLUTE CO%'
vail yourself of these very low pri-
ces for new and seasonable goods, |

[rs. F. B. Hoople

P

stock. I have

iilii-

e

e T e

i
57

4
G

o

atadc
[ ey o M0 Y

H. D. Ci AR &
roceries, Grain and Hay,

Country Produce

TR TR

Your

W&—See me for Seed Qats, clear of Johnson S 55 =3t

Yatronage
Th(‘ L.owest P( ssible

Iinvited.
Prices to All.

SR NTRED

Two 3 inch Weber wagons for
sale-part cash, balance next fall.
The Star Store Co.

Horse and
'worth 8175,
buy them,
horse in good condition.
at this office.

Smooth Election Trick.

“One of the smoothest lbﬂliﬁt‘ﬂl
tricks ever played,” said a Baltimore
“was pulled off in

buggy for sale:
but 8125 cash will
Buggy good as new,

Apply

man recently,
| Talbot county,
of Marvland,
about

on the eastern shore

some vears ago, when

200 negroes voted the wrong
ticket without knowing it before our
that

The county was very

side found out anything was
going wrong.
close that vear, and the republicans
had to count upon the votes of the
Few of these citi-

ll;ul heen

negroes to win.,
zens could read, but lht‘_‘,’
instructed to put their eross mark
Australian ballot in front of
I;ill(,‘“lll.:‘ Tlll‘) ||;l'l
that could at least do
this much, and the republicans con-

on the
Massa
shown

NOsC,

they

sidered everything well in hand. Bui
were in control of

the Jackzon and

the democrats
and
emblem had first place on
the ballot, the democrats also having

the county,
Liberty’

election printing.
official sumplv ballots
not one l'«‘pul)li(‘.‘lll

charge of all the
When the
were published,
in the county,
son, noticed that Lincolm’s head il
the republican cmblem was turne
to the left instead of to the right.
The result was, naturally, that all
Eﬂu' illiterate negroes who voted ‘in
| front of Lincoln’s marked
' their crosses to the right of “Jack-
son and liberty,” therehy voting the
.struight democratic tiewet. Aboul
11 a. m. some backwoods republican
| noticed that

for some strange rea

mm-.'

Lincoln’s face

| to the managers.
' doings.”

My friend,
from any pdi

annoyin

rocmoommcwso“
Fortune Knocks Once

for the
with almost surely the larg-
i est returns.

Wis
' turned the wrong way amd reported
Then there were

SIENTC TS ML T T A TR T T

at Every Man's Doo®

rap th
will tempt you to court s
fair goddess that rulesy
world.

The

and this may be the

1];1.\'\ of 49 ‘\V
wild scramble of the ag

turer to find the yellow
al that has brought prof
ity in its wake wher
found and made
ionaires than any other O
industry. Mining for pré
cious metals has been orad
ually narrowing down to &
science until today it is con=
sidered the enue %
»investment of mone)

more |

safest av

INTELLIGENT
INVESTMENT

of small sums in the co-opg
erative plan of mining D4
put not a few men and wor

en on the road to prosperi
The company doing i(.’is

undev
clai
mininge  dist

attracti
secure

vertising has four
(»])wl but promising
in a proven
and offers an
proposition  to
co=operation of money (0
used in the development
its property. It is now pli
cing the first installment
treasury stock on the marks
at a nominal fig; if

'

Co ~

[ 1 .13

’ you are intere_ }
prospectus g

mation. A o |
Spanish

O '
("h
SO
cover
the 1
substi .
riblv «
hostile

ol .
are you sufferin V

”~
2

s disease, qngwor” '
czem ungsl <
- %
st of | 2
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Buy the .est Stove

The

Queensware

Celebrated
Bridge and
Beach.

I am overstocked on Queens-
ware and until Jan. 1 will sell

@ AT COST, @

Yellow
Kid
Disc Plows

ticles suitable

They will do
the work
gvery time.

this line of goode.

Presents and worth double the
prices asked for them. Come
and take a look at the goods.

W. H. DICKSON

Baker Perfect Barbed Wire is the BEST...

Headquarters for

Hardware

Implements |
Glassware
Etc.

ST eg

Many ar-
for Christmas

e~

Bible and
Lansing
Wagons

Best High-Grade
wagons on the
Market.....

&

WARNICK, PRES.
CASHIER. ' ‘

DR. JOS. H.
WM. H. DUNNING,

Jos. H. Warnick

BANKER
g CAPITAL, : - : $15,000

DOES A GENERAL BANKING AND EXCHANGE BUSINESS.

Qur vault epuipment is modern in every respect. We are using the Mosler Patent
Screw Door Safe, with triple Yale Timer, affording the greatest possible secyrity

It is our purpose to deol justly and liberally with all. Our patrons will receive
courtesy and adcommodation within the range of prudent Banking

every

2

gSSSo¢o¢¢o¢o¢¢ooo¢oooo¢oo

Talk That Talks...

It’s nice to do business with
plenty of nice, new goods
and plenty of aﬁprematlve
customers. ave the

Right Goods at Right Prices

Our stock of General Mer-
chandise is complete, and
we should be gladc to show
and price it to you.

¥ setsecese J. O. HA”ILTON.
-2 2.2. 2. 2. 2. 0. 0. 0. Do Do X LoD 2o Do Do 0o 0o L. L. 0 D 1.

Big Cut In Lumber Yard!

We have moved and remodeled our old sheds, erected a
new one in center of yard and have filled all with a bran new
stock of Lumber, Shingles, Sash Doors, Brick, Lime, Cement
Building Paper, etc.

This cut has widened our yard driveways all around,
which enables us to serve as many more of our customers at
the same time with the best material ever brought to Merkel.

:
1
§

Our Lumber is of all dimensions—short, wide and long,

Thick, but dry and bright, these things it takes, you know;
To make your home good tight and strong—

It is to your interest to buy of Burton-Lingo.

NSRS S

BURTON-=-LINGO CO.,

Lumber Dealers

j Jo warnoa,

) THE MERKEL MAIL--ONLY $I 00 "ER YEAR
s 4 THE v

THE
IN THE

FACTS
CASE.

Coughs and Colds in Children,

SN IR ¥ 4

Hﬂmfif&; for
Hﬂnafiffjfi"ﬂl.

$100 Pe

For $100,

artini
\.J‘ ﬂ.‘l.,.,"‘:

you one sectic
school land undeg
guarantee--n¢ ian
pay.

Myr. Kinchewn, of this
firm, is an ex-County
and District Clerk ot
Stephens county, and

an up-to-aaie |

IS 1 ~ 3
aWVeYl--

the man who settled
the famous Blocl

of Scurry count:
more homes for %
homeless than
man in the Sta"
For further infor:
tion address
KINCHEN & HTL
Lubbock, Texas.
For

ne
any!

na-

pa'i'ﬂr‘n (i lanc

When you read a thing ).,U‘Recommendatlon of a Well Known write B. F. Hill, Sec...o

like to feel that it’s the truth.
The Dallas Semi-Weekly
gives the facts in the case.
SPECI ALLY
EDITED.

[f you'll read The News a while
\you'll like it. It holds the at-
tention. It is specially edited,
'that’s why. Brains and not hap-
hazzard go into the makeup of

News

‘The News.
TWO PAPERS
YOU NEED.
You need The Merkel Mail,

because it’'s your local paper.
It gives a class of news you can't
get elsewhere, You need The
News because it gives you all
the State news. The Merkel
‘Mail and The Semi-Weekly
News one year for only $1.75,
cash in advance.

The'News is promptly stopped
at o\pnatmn of time pald for.

Foils a Deadly Attack.

“My wife was so ill that good
ph\ sicians were unable to help
her,”” writes M. M. Austin of
'Winchester, Ind., ‘*but was com- |
pletely cured by Dr. King's New
Life Pills.”” They work wonders|
in stomach and liver tmuhleq1
Cure constipation, sick headache. |
25¢ at Rust & Pittard’s ,

When \mntmg: an)thmg to eat
‘phone 43. i

Reasoning Crows.

Many tales have been told about
the rational powers of the eommon
old black crow. Here is a good one:
Two brothers Caw lighted upon a
frozen pond. Oue got a firm footing
upon a cake of ice, but the other
pitched into some pulpy snow, from
‘which he found it impossible to ex-
tricate himself. No. 1 went
to the rescue, but being unable to|
help his partner out of the scrape,|
stoppad, cocked his head on one side!
in deliberation, chatte«. for a mn-'

'men with the prisoner and flew off. :
In about ten minutes he returned,|

. accompauicd by two oth r crows, and |
thet hree, putting their heads togeth- ‘
ler for a consultation, flew aroumU
;thexr unfortunate comrade to exam-
‘ine his condition. Thei, by a Jomt.
‘effort raised him up an  set him up-!
‘on the ice. He was v cy cold and
'weak, but they brushed the snow
from his limbs, rubbed against him
until the warmth of their bodies
thawed him out, and finally all de-
parted together, tho rescued crow
being ir the cente’
thor- was sti’

Crow

wary to wat

£ the others, as| |

Chicago Physician.

[ use and prescribe Chamber-
lain’s Cough Remedy for almost
all obstinate, constricted coughs,

with direct results. 1 prescribe

‘it to children of all ages. Am
glad to recommend it to all in
need and seeking relief from

colds and coughs and bronehial
afflictions. It is non-narcotic
and safe in the hands of the most
unprofessional.—Mrs. Mary R.
Meleudy, M. D., Ph. D., Chicago,
[1l. This remedy is for sale by
Rust & Pittard.

Advertised Letters.

Following letters remain
called for in the
Merkel, Texas, and if not called
for will be sent to the
ter office Jan. 1. When
ing for them please state adver-
tised.

un-s=

MaTTIE R. Wrrr, P. M.
Burk, John
Blankenship, Bery
Blaty, Alvin
Gallagher, Miss Vietory
Guitar, D C
Miller, Miss Mahaley
Mordock, Miss [Kthel
Memorta, M W
MeClure, Mr.
McClure, W N
MclL.endon, Mrs.
Pearce, 'S
Pitts & Son,
Scully, M
Shelton, J O
Yates, W S
Westernhoover, W W
Woods, Mrs Cora

Thankful

HB

Go to G. M. Sharp’s for

'bran, oats and wheat chops.

G. M. Sharp will have 3 cars of |

corn for Christmas. (‘all

leave orders.

Female Suffrage Stamps.
The new
\represent a young woman resting her
hand on a tablet which bears the

words: “The rights of man.” This
has suggested a clever notion to

Mane. Hubertine Auclert, a French

woman who favors equal rights. At
|
her own cost she has caused to be |

rinted a large number of stamps
showing a voung man resting his
hand on a tablet bearing the words:
“The rights of woman.” Mme. Au-
clert has mailed hundreds of letters
to all part each letter
bearing on - stamps alongside
that '

‘mee,

Post Office at |

Dead l.et-
call- |

your |

and

French postage s‘mmpq?

the Western iLand
Abstract Co. Fro;
to 10,000 acres fo.
Ratesreasona’
cheap: terms easy.

Wanted—A second-hand |
gy. Must be in good condit
and cheap. Stanhope or Ph:

ton preferred.

Ii. M. RusrT.

Merkel, Texas.

S. W. Sheppard has the fines
lot of Christmas andies Nne
sweet meats ever broucht to th
'town. >

Buy your Grain, Hay N
| Salt from G. M. Sharp, the only
exclusive Grain Dealer Mer-
kel. i

Hamlet: **Angels and minis-
ters of grace defend us: be thou
a .\lmn or health or goblin
damned,” if I know a better place
[to buy Wind Mills and pumps
|than from Elliott & Miller. it

For Sale.

| My home place in Merkel. 10
'or 12 Sewing Machines; your
| choice for $3.50. 160 acre farm
in the Canyon. | would appre-
| ciate a prompt settlement of all
laccounts due me, Please call at
jonce and straighten up, as 1 am
I'selling out and want my money,
| 2t J. C. WATKINS,

All persons indebted to us will
| please call and settle at once and
greatly oblige,
| The Star St Clo

S—

T
Bronchitis |

Sdia ok n K SF Cigigey

‘“I have kept Ayer’s Cherry Pec
toral in my house for a great man
years. It is the best medicine i
the world for coughs and colds
J. C. Williams, Attica, N.

|
|

e

All serious lu
troubles begin wit
tickling in the th
You can stop this °
in a singie =
Ayer’s CP

Use it al |
consum! 4
and forc

Three sizes




ILL,
SARBER.

Model Steam

\.'”"Il«'.

(. EASON, THE BARBER.

NORTH FRONT STREET

L.aundry of

nteel shaving parlor for

genteel people,

M. PATE, BARBER.

NORTH FRONT STREET

t class work and prompt and
polite attention to all.

DR. F.N. BROWN,
DENTIST.

vitrous Oxide Gas Administered,
Office, Pine St. Abilene.

J.J. MILLER,

Justice Peace and Notary Public

Also'fire insurance agent.  Will write deeds,
ake acknowledgements, pa9 taxes on land, fur-
ish hbstrsots of title and transadt all other

rusted to him

.0.0.F. LODGE |
l

coula
of

1
muscle

amost ne nearn NOL o
moved Her

”(l\t'~~' hl)dr\

head was still averted,

| tell you this, because it vVOu
' not 1-—who hereafter will own this for
tune. That is all.”
|  When she turned sharply he wa
'punw. The blood surged to her cheeks
and left them again deadly pale. Wa

[it true? Yes; she knew that it

| She might taunt him with having won

was

‘hex by false claims, but she knew, in
her soul, that falsity and he could not
together be mentioned. His word was
aever doubted. What did he mean,
then, by saying that his fortune, which
had fallen to him in the hour of di-
| rect need, like rain from the clouds,

was to be hers, not his? Gathering up

the long, rustling train of her ball-

dress, she mounted the stairs, pushed

| open the door of his dressing room-—
“"Edwin—my God!"

l The cry broke from the lips that had

| grown stiff and still. She crept for-
[ward. Her white arm and wrist struck
against his uplifted hand.
| "Edwin! Why did youn do this? You
| were about to take vour life! Why?
’\Vh_v'."'

Her hands closed upon his wrist,
The vice-like pressure recalled him
from the trance in which he had stood

until then.
“Why not?” He hoarsely.
“Can you love me? (Can anvthing re-
call the words you uttered two weeks
ago
“Edwin!

Sp()]\l-

Forget them! Forget!”

o= ; g v aa “I thought I knew you,” he went on

" ’;'M.. I!“.“‘l“ oveRd i"“dd'\ as before. ‘I thought 1 knew you as
!l'. \"\“m}‘r brethren cor- cold—but not—not as vou revealed
ly_invited to attend. | yvourself that day. 1 always hoped,
S. H. Basham, N.G. | hoped for your heart some time. That

mgton, Sec.

T. S. HOLLIS,

|they were,
'a fortune,

“our heart as
You have wh . vou wish—
Me you will not need.”

“I do!” she cried. *“'You must listen

afternoon I saw you and

! {to me. You must undorstand me,
THE DENTIS 7 :though I sc. ~cely w nd myself,
Harris’ Drugstore. Abilene, Texas.| MY heart was cruel and ¢ .d because it
had never been awakened. [ never
' knew you as you are—as the man you

. C. WILLIAMS, are!”

Estale and Insurance Agent

\cknowledgments, Draws up Dee
OFFICE AT WARNICK'S BANK

I.N. TAYLOR,

ittorney-at-law & Notary Public..
Jank

(,‘*. ":l".

)ffice in the building.

J. A. LEEMAN
Physician and Surgeon.

Oftice, King’s Drug Store.

G. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

West Merkel.

Residence,

BEST
PASSENGER SERVICE
IN TEXAS.

4-IMPORTANT GATEWAYS—4

NO TROUBLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS

Davis’. hours wore on towards the dawn. The
5 . last carriage rolled away. Mrs. Thomp-
[t will pay you to see J. T. son would fall; but it would be a fall
» ‘Warren if you want a (Cape or|enwrapped in splendor.
Jacket. She was about to move past her hus-
LD v o band witnovri a word. He checked her.
Safe, swift and sure is the “I have been waiting to see you un-
| s g ' | til the last guest had gone. There has
‘proper dese m o ’
proy ] r‘lptlt n of Cheatham’s happened one thing of which I wish to
Laxative Tablets. Cure colds i IN | gpeak to yon--very briefly. I shall not
* la (lay. (‘an be carried in \(xqt[ keep you long., I had a relative—an|
pocket., [tasy to take. Guar- | uncle of my mnthm:. Hn‘was an un-
W | married man, and rich. For years we|
‘anteed. Price 25 cents, |hnhl no communication with each oth-
3 : ! | er. ame » the y F al |
+ ok ! Kast Texas Ribbon Cane. | © It « e to me that I would l!tp( al
A8, Texas. | to him—not for myself —for you.

’ Barrels, 5 gal. kegs and 1 gal.' He paused. She stood, her head half|
"'—.- cans. laverted, reluctantly waiting. He“
trifle Wlthl Varren | looked at her. She did not see the!

in some ; glance. He resumed.
| " "o “1 wrote three days ago. Today 1 re-
L akal K

{'em keep on thinkin’

Edwin T)mmpmn and his wife have
been abroad two vears. Theirs is a
harmonious household. heir fortune
generously expended draws society
about them. But Mrs. Thompson has
ceased to be a “‘society woman."”

“Since when have you =0 changed,

Rose?" asks her friends.
She smiles in a sad yet happy way

and replies:

“Since my last New Y ar's ball.”

It.
the other
begun t'

How the Boys View
“Say,” said one small
afternoon, “has your mother

0N

hurl th’' Santa Claus gag into yonu
vet?”

“Aw, sure,” was the reply. “I bin
gittin®’ that f'r a couple o' months now,

Ev'ry time I make 2 break she points
her finger at me and teils me Santa
Claus ain’t a-goin’ t' bring me nothin’
'fi don’t get next t' m'self.”

“What d'ye do then?"”

“Aw, what else would |
her go on thinkin' that |
Santa Claus?”

“That's right, all right,” said the
other boy. “Y' might jes' as well let
vou believe in th’

let
in

do but
bh'lieve

old fake. It makes ‘em feel god, an’
you get more w'en they think vou
b’lieve in Santy, too.”

“Sure thing. An’, say, it's a good
game t' write down on a piece o' pa-
per what you want th’ old dub t' chuck
in your stockin’, an’ han’ th' list t’
your mother. She wants you t' Kkeep
right on b’lievin’' in his old whisker-
lets, an’ she don't want 1" disappoint
you, an’ she’s li'ble t' pnt mos’ o' th'
things you ask f'r in your sockin’

“Oh, 1 always work that old one,”

said the other boy, and then they went
on playing shinny.

And a man who had overheard the
conversation strolled away with a feel-
ing that the world growing a bit
hoar and sml'v Yhicago Chronicle.

18

numberless
LLiniment

remedy,
M.

in
Snow

For Lmnlv use
rays Ballard’s
is a useful and valuable
Price, 25 and 50 cents at F.

‘ceived this letter.”

CHRISTMAS BELLS.

BSoftly silvern, and golden clear,

The passi bells of the passing year,
Ring out! ring out! O chimes!

A\ knell for the rose, and the summer

dead

IYor the lavish autumn full richly sped
And the blogssomy April times

Softly silvern. O Christmag bells!

Your dinsome clamor or falls ol wells
In a horusg rihyl ringing

Hark! hark! It swells into upper air,
I'o join the stave, so fine, #o rare,

The ecarth, the heaven are singing

Richly silvern and high and far

As the dazzling gleam of a ralling star,
Hark to the ingel erving

“Peace upon earth! Good will to men!"”
And bells from hamlet, plain*and glen,
In high accord replying.

Frank l.eslie's Magazine

OheNew Years Ball

“But

cried out,

merciful goodness!” the man
driven to half-crazed desper-
understand? Can’t

ation Don’'t you
you understand? It is ruin! It is
complete ruin!”

stood before him like one of the
antique Greék statutes that look calm-
ly out from jeweled Her cold
mouth curved a little,

“1 suppose you mean that our ex-
penditure haz been teco heavy; that we
must retrench. You are dramatic about
it-——as you are about everything.” She
shrugged her shoulders. “And you
know that I detest the dramatic.”

As he saw that still she did not un-
derstand, the moisture came out on his
forehead.

“No. 1

sShe

eves,

not mean that we must
retrench, as you conceive the word,
Rose. I mean that everything is gone.”
“Everything!'”
“You will not starve. You will have
a house your head. But—"
She smiled ironically.
Yes, I think I under-

do

over

“Thank you.”
“That is much.
stand now.”

She turned to the door.

“Rose!” He called her back. His
eves sirained out of his ashen face.
ol knew—if you knew-—how I
have stiuggled against it! For months
it has coming. But 1 always
hoped that | would retrieve all. One
unfortunate investment followed an-
other. Still 1 would not tell you; I
could not—could not! But now I will
explain everything."”

“Oh, pray spare me! She drew
aside the folds of her houserobe, as if
his outstretched hand might seize and
detain her. *“1 wish for no explanation
of disagreeable events. After our New
Year's eve ball I will hear as much of
what you may have to say as I care
to though speech useless
enough now.”

“After the ball?” he repeated. “You
do not mean—it is not possible—that
vou think of still giving this New
Year's ball?”

“Certainly.” She gazed at him cold-
ly. “This ball shall be given. My
invitations went out today.”

“But it is monstrous!” ecried Edwin
Thompson. Do vou realize what will
be said of us? In a fortnight more the

yonu

heen

know is

whole world will know that I am a
bankrupt. My honor-—="

“Your honor!” she interrupted,
langhing a | tle."*A man who marries

a girl above him socially, but of im-
poverished family, under the claim of
being wealthy, and who, five years la-

ter, announces to her that he is bank-
rupt, need talk little of his honor!”
She turned away again and finally,
as she uttered the words. They had
been spoken in her even, clear, -ruel
voice. Surely in the five years of their
married life Edwin Thompson had

learned to know those tones well. They
had never warmed with love or melted
with tenderness, They had remained
what they had been when he, a self-
made man, a man who had arrived at
great riches, despite his youth, had
paid his addresses to the daughter of
the old Viokas, and had been willing
that she should marry him without, as

she confessed with explicit calmness,
loving him in the least, .
* - B * L] w

Mrs, Edwin Thompson had given her
ball and it marked the summit of the

holiday season. The early morning

{e took ov t a fold-

' gheet. ““‘h m the ol man's
My /. uncle )
g0, an

(AN EYE OPENER...

ED S.

The Chattanooga Hancock
Disc Plow....

PROVEN BY ACTUAL TEST
AT A TRIAL IN ABILENE TO
RUN LIGHTER THAN A 10-
INCH WALKING PLOW. DO
NOT BUY TILL YOU SEEIT.

Yours truly,

HUGHES & CO.

Abilene, Texas

S. W. SHEPPARD

Groceries

Vegetables

Fruits
Country
Produce
and Fresh

Meats, etc.

We sell almost
everything afford-
ed by the market,
and sell at reason
able prices. Come
to us for your gro-
ceries.....

.

No
Trouble
to
Show
Goods..

Undertak-
ing a
Specialty
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Tables, Folding
Beds,
Shades, Rugs, etc.

prices are any inducement.

W. P. Browning & Co.

0@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ SOOD®

Bargains..

AWAITING YOU IN THE

Furniture Line

We have a fine line of Rockers, Fancy
Beds, Side Boards, Iron
Bed-Room Suits, Window

Springs,

These goods are going to be sold if low

©©©©©ooooooooo©©oo
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Christmas

You can not do better in
other place buying
you can in our store.

000000

j)reaenls. P

New York or any
(‘hristmas presents than
We have bought the

samples which the Northern houses had in

Dallas for the Southwest,

at a price which

oives us the advantage over Wannamaker or

Hllg‘&‘l Cooper.
State, either wholesale or retail.
to Abilene without seeing it.

We have the best stock in the
Don’t come
It’s worth it.

-9
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Liver

liver.

the liver you correct

Wrong—ATl

to have good health with a bad liver,
It may be, as you think, that the stomach, the bowels,
blood causes yéur bad health, but the liver
Is back of every one of them, and In
nine cases out of ten, if Lou correct

It is Im-

ro ng o possible

It is nearly as Impossible to have bad health with a good
tho kidneys or the

l i Is as sure
to correct the liv

as it is sure you have

Through the liver it cures In

tion, Comtl sation, Ma'~=i= and thae
ments which = -)m a
imilation € 1




