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MESSAGE FU LL OF SURPRISES.! American goods in American- 

-------- , built ships.
Th® President Fires a Bombshell The railway is a public servant, 

into Republican Ranks. jits rates should be just to and 
Ih^esidentTheodore'Roosevelt’sjopen to all shippers alike. The 

first annual message to Congress'CJovernment should see to it that, 
was full of surprises. For the within its jurisdiction, this is so, 
first time in history the message and should provide a speedy, in- 
was transmitted to print. The,expensive and effective remedy 
two copies for the House and the|to that end.
Senate were printed on paper of! The mechanism of modern bus 
the same size as that 
usetLfor the written copies; the

pines to be continued from the 
Philippines to points in Asia.

The Monroe Doctrine should be. 
the cardinal feature of the foreign j 
policy of all the nations of the; 
two Americas, as it is of the' 
United States.

Pressure for the promotion of 
civil officials for political reasons! 
is bad enough, but it is tenfold] 
worse w'here applied on behalf of |

heretofore in ess is so delicate that extreme officers of the army or navy.,
care must be taken not to inter- “*'OuW be filled in ,

the Philippines or Porto Rico

...EÏERÏTHING AT...

WHOLESALE CO
fere with it in a spirit of rash-.
ness or ignorance. “ " y  “ > ®

The first essential in determin- P®®**®®" «miiations or services.

color of the paper, however, is a 
heavy white instead of the blue
tint which has been in use. ______________________________
h^ch copy was richly bound in ing how to deal with the great' ^  political,
brown morocco, with stiff covers, industrial combinations is k n o w - P ® * * ® ^ * ' * ^  influence he
with simple gold bordering and hedge of the facts—publicity.; have.
lettering, the words on the front ín the interest of the public, the 1 In my judgement, the time has
being: “ Message of the Presi-1 Government should have the
dent of the United States, 1901.’ ’ 'right to inspect and examine t h e n r a k e  up^our minds tô  r^ og - 

The most striking points in the ¡workings of the great corporations 
message follow: engaged in interstate business.

Anarchy is a crime against the No single great material work 
whole human race, and all man- which remains to be undertaken 
kind should band against the on this continent is of such con

sequence to the American people 
as the building of a canal across 
the isthmus connecting North 
and South America.

anarchist. His crime should be 
made an offense against the law 
of nations.

Nothing could be more unwise 
than to disturb the business

nize the Indian as an individual,' I
and not as a member of a tribe. |___  i

A H O RRIBLE DEATH.

A Woman Mangled by the Cara at! 
Trent Sunday Night

One of the most horrible acci-i
dents in the annals of the Merkel |

* 1* ***r * "u  *11- Country occured at Trent Sunday,The work of upbuilding the . . . . .  , , I
interests of the country by any j navy must be steadily continued, n
general tariff change at this time.; In dealing with the Philippine;” '** '’ ^ run over

Subject to the proviso of the ¡people, we must show both er ' ”
proper protection necessary to patience and strength, forbear-' . . . .  .

,, , . . , ' 1 i. i. 1 4-: Miller, who held an inquest overour well-being at home, thelance and steadfast resolution. „
. , , ® . ... *1 mu u i j i-  1. 1 n u- the remains, we learn the follow-principle of reciprocity must! There should be created a Cabi-. .u

 ̂ »o  mg particulars in regard to thecommand our hearty support. inet officer to be known as
I most earnestly ask your at-!tary of Commerce and Industries, *'*** __ „

tention to the wisdom, indeed, to: Our present immigration laws^ , ,  , , , . . . ,
, , , • j. i i.- i. had been slowly losing her mind,the vital need, of providing for a are unsatisfactory. . , , u

u i. ..-1 1 • i.u i. •«: mu • I X U 11 u u but was allowed to do as shesubstantial reduction in the tariff I The President should have by; , , . u . i i j
, .. u • X • X XU 1 XU # x_ « • pleased, as she had developed noduties on Cuban imports into the j law the power of transferring A . a j
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at THE STAR STORE.
In order to close out all goods a.s near 

as possible by Jan. 1st, we öfter our en
tire stock at ACTUAL COST. Our stock 
is broken in many lines, but we still 
have a pretty fair assortment of Men’s 
and Boys’ Clothing and Ladies’ Capes. 
Big lot of regular 10c Cotton Flannel, 
good width, heavy fleece, for only 7Mc. 
Double width Percale 4Mc. Calicoes 3Mc. 
Yard wide Percale, suitable for Boys’ 
Waists and Shirts, only 7î c. Goodwdth 
heavyweight Outing worth 12^c, only 
6%c. Nice line Bed Comforts, Blankets 
and White Quilts. Heavy weight, fleece 
lined Ladies’ Vests, only 18c. Ounita 
Union Suits 46c, worth 76c. A few Ta
ble Covers and Scarfs; make nice Xmas 
Presents for the ladies and grls. Candy 
10 and 16c lb. A box of 10c Roseberry 
Cigars would make nice present for hus
band or sweetheart. 60 for $3.00. Come 
at once and take advantage of this sale. 
Goods will not last long at these Prices.

Yours truly.

Thi Star Store Co
• ♦

United States.
I regard it as necessary 

to re-enact immediately the law 
'▼oluding Chinese laborers, and 
to strengthen it wherever neces
sary to make its enforcement 
entirely effective.

The condition of the American

lands for use as forest reserves 
to the Department of Agricul
ture.

The policy of the National 
Government should be to aid ir
rigation in the several States and 
Territories in such manner as
will enable the people in the local

merchant marine is such as to ¡communities to help themselves. , j. xu u j
call forimmediat« remedial action i I call your attention most « i r -  *"<* ''®®'*'‘ ®  ̂ ‘ *>®
by the Congress. It should be nestlyto the crying need of a

alarming symptoms. Sunday 
night, or Monday morning at 3 
o’clock she got out of bed and, it 
is supposed, wandered to the; 
railroad track, but her absence| 
was not discovered until the next! 
day, the husband supposing she! 
was somewhere about the house. 
A  search was at once instituted

:hest Market Prices x^  We still pay the ÄigJ
for Cotton. ^

Two 3-drawer Queen Sewing 
Machines for sale at a barg^n.

The Star Store Co.

made advantageous to carry ̂ cable to Hawaii and the Philip

B lack  L e6 V accin e« ^
PAR K -D A  V IS  
P A S T E U R ’S 
E X C E L S IO R

We are agents in Merkel for these well-known brands of 
Black Leg Vaccine. They are the best on the market to-day. 
We can supply your wants for almost any quantity, and our

f»rices are as low as you will find anywhere in this oountry. 
f you need anything in this line we should be glad to figure 

with you on either large or small quantities.

SAVE YOUR CALVES

F R M  
12 l -2c

scattered along the railroad track 
for a hundred yards. It was only 
identified by the clothing. Per
haps a half bushel measure of flesh 
and bones was picked up. The 
verdict of the coroner’s jury was 
that she came to her death by 
her own hands and through no 
fault of the railroad company. It 
was evidently premeditated sui
cide. Upon his arrival at Baird 
the engineer reported that his 
engine had run over something 
at Trent, but that he could not 
tell what it was and did not stop 
to investigate.

It is a horrible affair ahd one 
that has brought out the extreme 
sympiathy of t h e  community. 
Mrs. Howell left a husband and 
several children to mourn her 
loss. The remains were buried 
here Tuesday evening.

The first shipment of sUaw- 
berries has been made from

eek sold 35 
/es at $11 
1 off colors 
-«nd he now 

'nuiohes 
'nd

The Roscoe Herald has inau
gurated a ring contest for the 
most popular young lady in the 
town. So far Miss Eva Martin, 
one of Merkel’s fair daughters, 
is ahead in the contest.

T H E HOME GOLD CURE.
An IniT^niouH Tri-atment by WHiIch Drunkarrts 

aiv BmIhk Curod Daily In Hpltt* of 'niom-

No Noxìouh Doso«. No Woakeniiiff of tht- .NVn'- 
«H. A Plcasant and Positivo Curo for ili" 
Liquor llabit.

It 1« now (jcnf-rally known and und<»mood that 
Drunkennosa Is a disoas«* and not w^akrins»!. A 
body flllfHi with poison and nerv4v« cotrplot' ly 
ahatterod by periodical or constant uso of li:t.''x- 
Icatinff liquors, requires an antidote capable t •' 
neutralizini; and eradlcatlnK this poison, and de
stroying the craving for Intoxicants. .Siitforers 
may now curtí themselves at home without pub
licity or loss of time from business by this won
derful “HOME tJOLl) CURE** which ha.s b-en 
perfected after many years of close study and 
tffatment of Inebriates. The faithful use ai- 
coitling to diit“tdlonR of this wonderful diseover>’ 
is positively guaranteed to cure the most obsti
nate case, no matter how hard a drinker. Our 
records show the marvelous transformation of 
thousands of drunknrd.s into sob«*r, Indur.trtous 
and upright men.

Wives, cure your husbands! Children, cur> 
your fathers! This iS'medy is in no suns-' a nos
trum, but is a spt*clflc for this disease oniy, and 
is so skillfully devised and prepnre-,1 that it i.-i 
thoroughly soluble and pleasant to the taste, so 
that it can bo given in a cup of tea or colfee 
without the knowltslge of the pi'rson drinking it. 
Thousands of drunkanls have cun'J tlnmisolves 
with this piicel(iss is'medy and as many more 

These i have been cunsl and made temperate men l>y 
having the “CURE” adniinlstt'red b̂  Iovin;i 
friends and isdatlves without their knowledge In 
tea or ooftee, and believe today that they discon
tinued drinking of their own fp'o will. IV> Not 
Walt! Do not be delude<l by apparent and mis
leading “ improvement.” l>rlTc out the dls<*a.se 
at once and for all time. The “ Home ( ’.old Cure 

material for the epileptic colony ¡ *" »old at the oxtrrmely low price of On'• IVdlar.
thus placing within the reach of cveryUx.> 
treatment more effectiml than others costing -ST.

Eleven bales of cotton were 
offered on the market here 
Wednesday and a price of 7:02 '2 
was made on them. The owners 
refused to take it, however, but 
drove to a neighboring town and 
next day, the market having de
clined, sold for a dollar less on 
the bale. The cotton market is 
too uncertain to take such 
chances, especially when it had 
advanced two dollars a bale at 
one bound that day. The above 
was Fisher county cotton 
people up there can rest assured 
of getting the higheal; market 
prices for their cotton in Mwkel.

Nearly all of the foundation

at Abilene has arrived and work
commenced. It will be t w e lv e  to « 0. Fulldlrcctlsiw accompany each packa :

- , ,  u  *1 1 * *11 Spoetai advice I»y skilled physicians when r ■-
months before the buiiumgs w in  without extm charge, sent prepaid to

^  i'.uart of the world on romdpt of One IN>il . 
Address Dopt. 1, Edwim M. G iles A Co. 2.1»» and

be ready for occupancy.

Land for Safa.
320 acres of land, with good 

house, lots, wells and bam. 2>ii 
miles south of Merkel, for sale at 
$12.50 per acre.
St Mrs. E. J. Rawlins.

’ Friday

2332 Market St., Philadelphia.
All correspondent!« strictly confidential.

B  ta o

Hope and Wisdom.
Both are contained in Chea

tham’s Laxative Chill Tabl^Lw 
Try them. Price 25 cent.s. 
cure— no pay.

Martin of liosc«^ , h 
'»•»'st in his store
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EZD J .  U E E I M A N ,  
O I T O R  AIM o  R R O P R I E X O R

;;ii’ . nnl In tho Pobtofflce at Merkol, Texa», m  
• ‘(•«■lul-ulahs mall mattter.

Subacription Rataai
Ino yt ar 
Six months
rim*o months ................

Invariably In advance.

$1.00
.60
.26

a d v k k t is i .n o  K.VTES
One Inch spacH*
Two Inch space ...........
Ouartor cxtlnmn (I 1-2 Indhoa).....
Half column (» Inches)...............
One column (18 Inches)

Kour Issues constitute a month.

per month 
$ .60

..........  1.0Ú
2.60

.......... 4.00
. 7.60

All advortlae
mi nts nin and charged for until ordered out, 
unless limit Is spocltlt^ when insertion Is made 
'^pi'clal prices on time contracts. 

lx>cal notices, 5 cents per line, each Insertion

SPECIAL NOTICES. 
I'ommunicatlons to Insure publication must 

. ur the Hljfnatuiv of the writer, as well as the 
■nun do plume under which they write. This Is 
l•lltlî <•u meri-ly as a Kuarantee of Kood faith. 
tmituarli*s. Cards of Thanks, etc., are Inwrted 

it one-half the r^Kular advertlsinK rates. Poal- 
Ivcly no deviation from this rule.

The new schofjl house is now 
.ilmost a dead certainty. We are 
ibout ready to crow.

The communication from “ On- 
' ooker" in this issue contains 

Mxl for thought. Merkel is sad
ly deficient in educational ad- 
antages—that is, in regard to 
I buildings, grounds and all 
liose things which go to make 
•hool life a pleasure to both 

i'opils and teachers. But be it 
lid to the credit of the people, 
ey have embraced the incor- 
»ration idea wdth considerable 
rvor and a commendable spirit, 
;ul before another year rolls 
'ound these difficulties w’ill have 
'en overcome. A new school 
adding is an assured fact.

The celebrated weather fore- 
aster, Foster, in speaking of the 

vveather probabilities for next 
year says: “ We are in a period
f weather the like of which has 
ot been know n for hundreds of 

s cars, and it is not safe to count 
'll general good crops next year. 
l ’i*obabilities are very strong on 
tiio side of a failure of some one 
of the great cixips next year sim
ilar to the corn crop failure of 
this yoiir. The planets a r e  
bunched on one aide of the sun, 
thereby unbalancing the magnet
ic conditions of the solar system 
to a greater extent than has oc
curred within 2,000 years, and as 
.magnetism controls our weather 
vve must expect radical and un
common events during the next 
twelve months.

IRE AT SWEETWATER.
Thirteen Business Houses Destroy

ed with Little Insurance.
A very destructive fire visited 

our neighbor, Sweetwater, Tues
day night which burned the en
tire block of business houses on 
the west side of the square, thir- 
'een houses in all. The origin of 
the fire is unknown, but it is 
thought to be the work of an in
cendiary. The fire caught be
tween a drug store and grocery, 
and wdien discoverd had gained 
such headway that all efforts to 
check it w’erc futile.

The buildings burned were all 
irame structures except one, the 
oriel: on the comer owned and 
occupied by Trammel & McCaul- 
;ey. Bankers. This building was 
fully insured, but the others w«re 
ilmost a total loss, including the 

.'locks of goods carried. It is 

.'C|)orted that the total loss will 
probably exceed $35,000, with 
iot over half that much insur- 
.nce. Two dry gcx>ds stores, a' 
ank, restaurant, saloon, barber! 

eiop and several grocery stores, | 
(isily small establishments, W' 
nsuincd. The bank •* 
act.

.1. FcUuh’

Merkel people deeply sympa 
thize with Sw’eetwater in her loss 
and are gratified that the fire is 
not as bad as was first reported. 
lOven now' there is a prospect of 
the burnt district being rapidly 
rebuilt, and it is rumored that 
rock buildings wall take the place 
of the former wixiden structures. 
There is a great amount of recu
perative |X)W’ers about all West 
Texas towns, and Sw’eetw’ater is 
no exception. May she come up 
from the ashes.

From present appearances it 
seems there is an epidemic of 
incendiarism thniughout t h i s  
Western country, and what towm 
w'ill be the next victim there is 
no way of finding out. Certain 
it is that some dastardly work is 
being done. Many people hold 
to the theory that the “ floating”  
population are doing the W’ork 
for the purpose of pilfering, and 
their belief is not unfounded. 
There w’ere more strange faces in 
Merkel on the night of the fire 
than were ever seen here before, 
and many of them w'ere surprised 
at the work of pilfering, w'hile 
others w'ould not turn a hand to 
help save property unless they 
were paid to do so. Other towns 
along the T. A P. should keep a 
close watch on this shifting shift
less class of humanity.

A. J. Snell wanted to attend a 
party, but w’as afraid to do so on 
account of pains in his stomach, 
which he feared would grow 
grow' worse. He says: “ I w'as
telling my troubles to a lady 
friend, who said: ‘Chamber
lain’s Colic, Cholera and Diar
rhoea Remedy will put you in 
condition for the party.’ I 
bought a bottle and take pleasure 
in stating that two doses cured 
me and enabled me to have a 
good time at the party.”  Mr. 
Snell is a resident of Summer 
Hill, N. Y . This remedy is for 
sale by Rust & Pittard.

Reed & Wilson shipped out ten 
cars of cattle to New' Mexico last 
Tuesday, W'hich had been held 
here several days for inspection 
by quarantine officers. The cat
tle were a mixed herd gathered 
through the country, the average 
price paid being about $12 a 
round.

Slaughtered

t
% 
%
4* 
4»

4

The case of the State vs. Mim 
Pate, for violation of local option 
law, was continued to February 
term of county court.

A Million Voices
Could hardly express the thanks 

of Homer Hall, of West Point, 
la. Listen w hy: A  severe cold
had settled on his lungs, causing 
a most obstinate cough. Several 
physicians said ho had consump
tion, but could not help him. 
When all thought he was doomed 
he began to use Dr. King’s New 
Discovery for Consumption and 
writes— “ it completely cured me 
and saved my life. I now weigh 
227 pounds.”  It’s positively 
guaranteed for coughs, colds and 
lung troubles. Price 50c and 
$1.00. Trial bottles free at Rust 
A Pittard’s.

%
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4 »
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W e will commence Friday De
cember 6th, to sell our entire stock 
at Slaughter Prices. A  great many 
lines we will sell regardless of 
Cost. The house we are in has 
been rented by G. V. Cane & Co., 
and that w ill throw us without a
house. And so far we have been 
unable to get another that we can
go into. So we w ill be compelled 
to sell our entire stock of

Clothing, Dress 
Goods, Millinery 

and Shoes
AT ABSOLUTE COST FOR THE  

N E X T  T H IR T Y  DAYS.
We mean every word we say in this ad., and 

will harry out exactly what we say.

Rollins Young.

ONE MORE.
To one from a disinterested 

view point the communication 
from Mr. Sewell in your last 
issue is both timely and impor
tant. For one to see the well 
dressed denizens of your town, 
the pretty homes with their tasty 
interiors, the fine business houiW 
and ^ ^

thing W’as needed to place Merkel 
en a par with other tow’ns in the 
w'ay of educational advantages 
for her children. Did I w’rito ad
vantages? Yes, that is the right 
word. It IS an advantage for a 
child to have around it play
grounds and school-rooms of de
sign, beauty and taste.

Think of it, Mr. Editor! A 
child sitting six hours each day 
looking on old, dusty, marred 
walls and furniture— except when 
gazing at the instructor, which 
becomes monotonous — and be 
turned out on a bare campus 
with not even a fence to say, 
this is our place! Even your 
busy, workaday office has some 
calendars and bright letters to 
relieve the monot^*

We can ’ 
once the 
before y 
it thougl 
cide on 
kel’p

I The Beit is the Cheapest
I Not how cheap, but how good, 
jis the question.

The Twice-a-Week Republic is 
;not as cheap as are some so-call
ed newspapers. But it is as 
cheap as it is possible to sell a 
first-class newspaper. It prints 
all the news that is worth print
ing. If you read it all the year 
round, you are posted on all the 
important and interesting affairs 
of the world. It is the best and 
most reliable newspaper that 
money and brains can produce— 
and those should be the distin
guished traits of the newspaper 
that is designed to be read by all 
the members of the family.

Subscription price, $1 a year. 
• newsdealer, newspaper or 

‘ will receive your 
'mu may mail it

A W O RTH Y SU CEC8SO R.
“Something New Under the Sn.*'

All doctors here tried to onra Cntarrh by the 
use of powders, acid gasee. Inhalers and drui^ l 
paste form. Their powders dry np the mtfenou. 
membranes causing them to crack open and 
bleed. The powerful acids used In the inhalers 
have entirely eaten away the eame membranes 
that their makers have aimed to ours, while 
pastes and ointments can not reach the disease.
An old and experienced practitioner who has for > 
many years made a cloae study and specialty of 
the treatment of Catarrh has at last perfected a 
treatment whlob, when faithfully oa^, not only 
relieves at once, but permanenUy cures Catarrii, 
by removing the cause, stopping the discharges 
snd curing all InAammation. It is the only rem* 
edy known to science that actually reaches the 
afBlcted parts. This wonderful remedy U known 
as “SNUFFLES, the Ouarantee«! Catarrh Care” 
and Is sold at the extremely low price of One 
Dollar, each package containing Internal and ex
ternal mediolne sufDoient for a full month’s 
treatment and everything necessary fOr Its per
fect use.

“SNUFFLES” is the only perfect catarrh cure 
ever made and la now recognised as theonlysafe 
snd positive cure for that annoying and dlaguat- 
ingdisease.. It cures aU InlammaCton qaloklv.M 
and permanently, and la alao woodertolly quick 
to relieve Hay Fever or Gold In the Head.

Catarrh when neglected often leads to Con
sumption—“SNUFFLES” will save you If you 
use It at onoe. It la no ordinary ramsdy, bat a 
complete treatment which la positively guaran
teed to cure catarrii In any form or stags If gMd 
socordlng to the directions which uoootntfMr  
oaofa package. Don’t delay, but send for It 
onos, and write fall psrttoulsra as to ysur ar 
(ton, and you will rsoelve apeotal advtor 
the discoverer of this wonderful rauMdy

Itng your case without ooat to yon b 
regular price of ‘H 
''^tarriiO'*' J

4"
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DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and hack {^ear; 

Eclipse wood mill, Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort
ment of pumps, piping from 4̂ to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels fn>m 2 to 4 in ., We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

J. m. C. KING & CO.
-DEALERS IN-

Pure Drugs and Medicines.
Nice line Sundries and Toilet Articles.

Prescriptions Accurateiy and Promptly Compounded, Day or Night.

A L L  CASES O F

D E A F N E S S  O R  H A R D  H E A R IN G
ARE NOW CURABLE

bv our uew invention. Only those born deaf are incurable.

HEAD NOISES CEASE IMMEDIATELY.
F. A. WERMAN, OF BALTIMORE, SAYS:

Haltimork , Md.. March jo, jooi.
GtntUmfn .-f- ItcinK entirely cure<l of deafncM. thanks to your treatment, I will now give you 

■ full history of niy case, to be 'nserl at your diacrction.
About five years ago niy right ear began to aiiig, and tliis kept on getting worac, until I lost 

my hearing in tnia ear entirely.
I underwent a treatment for catarrh, for tliree nionth!i. witliont anysnceesa, eoiii>nUcda num

ber of phyaicians. among otherM, ttie mo^t eminent ear si>eciali!»t of this city. wI«o told me that 
only an operation could help me, and even that only temjxjrarily, that the head noises would 
then cease, but the hearing in the nilecte«! ear would l>e lost forever.

I then law vour advertisement accidentally in a New Yoik tviper, and orderctl your treat 
ment. After I had used it only a few days according to yonr ilireciions. the noises cease«!, aiki 
to-day, after five weeks, my hearing in the diseased ear has l>een entirely lestoml. 1 thank you 
heartily and beg to remain Very truly yours,

F. A, WERMAN. 730 S. llro.adway, llaltimore, Md.
Our treatment does not inter/'rre irith fftmr iis4tal orrupation,

at a  iioniiiial 
rout.

Examination and 
advice free. YOU GAN CURE YOURSELF AT HOME

INTERNATIONAL AURAL CLINIC, 596 LA SALLE AVE., CHICAGO, ILL.

A C H A N C F T O G O  HOxMK
T'or your Christmas nnd New 

Year is offered by the Texas it 
Pacific Railway Company. This 
popular line which has always! 
been most prominent in handling 
Holiday excursion will sell round 
tickets between all points on their 
line in Texas and Louisiana and 
to points on other-lines in Texas 
on December 23, 24, 25, 26, and 
31, and January 1, wdth final 
limit to return as late as January 
3, 1902, at rate of a fare and a 
third sor the round trip. Also 
on December 21, 22 and 23, will 
sell round trip tickets to ]X)ints in 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Arkan
sas, Indian and Oklahoma Terri
tories, North and South Dakota, 
Nebraska'. All Southwestern 
States and to Denver, Colorado 
Springs and Pueblo, Colorado 
and to Mexico at rate of a fare 
and a third for the round trip. 
These latter tickets to be limited 
to return 30 days from date of 
sale. Choice of inviting routes 
will be offered and every polite
ness wdll be shown and every e f
fort made by our employes to see 
patrons are enabled to make trip 
pleasantly and comfortably, and 
our equipment cannot be equall
ed.

For further information in re
gard to sleeping car accommoda
tions rates, etc., see any Ticket 
Agent or write H. P. Hughes, 
Truveling Passenger Agent, Ft. 
Worth, or K. P. Turner, General 
Passenger and Ticket Agent, 
the Texas & Pacific Railway Co., 
Dallas, Texiis.

Elliott A Miller don’ t keep 
Windmills and Pumps—they sell

AT COST.
In order to reduce stock, I have | 

decided to reduce all Winter Milli
nery, including’ Trimmed Hats, at 
ABSOLUTE COST. Come and a- 
vail yourself of these very low pri
ces for new and seasonable goods.

rirs. F. B. Hoople

“ em.”

HAVE A  LOOK
And you will be convinced we have 
the best all-around general line in the 
country, consisting of
John Deere Walking Plows :: Standard Disc Plows 
John Deere Sulkey Plows :: Standard Cultivators 
John Deere Cultivators and
John Deere Disc Harrows :: Hancock Disc Plows

The Old Reliable

StudebaKer W^a^ons,
Are the Best.

Buggies, Phaetons, Surries and hacks.
All Grades and Kinds. We have some 

Genuine Bargains.

LOOK at OUR FURNITURE 
COOK STOVES 
HEATING STOVES 

fcgr All kinds HARDW ARE

Si/

i »

i »

Franklin’s Famous Toast.
I Franklin was diryng with a 
I small party of distinguished 
gentlemen when one of them 
said, “ Here are three nationali
ties represented. 1 am French, 
my friend here is English and 
Mr. Franklin is an American. 
Lot each one prt)jx>8e a toast.’ ’ 
It was agreed to, and the Eng
lishman’s turn came first. He 
arose, and in the tone of a Bri
ton bold said, “ Here’s to Great 
Britain, the sun that gives light 
to all the nations of the earth.”  
The Frenchman was rather taken 
aback at this, but he proposed, 
“ Here’s to France, the moon 
whose magic rays move the tides 
of the world.”  Franklin then 
arose, with an air of quaint 
modesty, and said,, “ Here’s to 
George Washington, the Joshua 
of America, who commanded the 
sun and moon to stand still— 
and they stood still.” —Our 
Youth’s Friend.

W. P. Thurmond was in Sweet- 
I water Tuesday. .

Our Motto:—

iPr/ces Sde/otv Our Com potitors

....OEiO. L .  P A X T O N ,  Abilene

Smith A Davis can furnish you 
with what you want to eat 
’Phone No. 43.

No equal on earth has 1 
TJghtning Oil for rhe»’ 
and neuralgia, as well p 
cuts, burns, bruises, an 
bites and stings. Guarai. 
^rice 26 and -

DBIISL
EVERYTHING NEW!

I have opened up a stock 
of Pure, Fresh Drugs, Pat- 

dicines. Paints, Oils, 
ndries. Etc., 

ft National 
t the pat-

Work is 
Phar- 

’tp

CLARK 
Broceries, Brain and

Country Produce
NImo for Sooei Oats, dear o f Johnson Srass~^

Your Patronage Invited.
The Ijowest Possible Prices to All.

A Home College course. :
The Saturday Evening Post, 

of Philadelphia, announces two 
new’ departments which w’ill 
challenge the interests of young 
men and w’omen throughout the 
countrj’ . “ A  Home College 
Course,”  ns one of them is called, 
has been designed to meet the 
wants of ambitious young people ¡ 
w’ho have not had the advantages ¡ 
of a university training. This i 
course w’ill be conducted by a ( 
special faculty, composed of ! 
professors in the leading colleges. ! 
The studies have been most ! 
carefully chosen, biach will be;! 
treated in an interesting way, ! 
and helpful hints for outside ! 
reading freely given.

“ To the Young Man Beginning 
Business”  is the second of these 
new departments. In it the  ̂
most successful men in a dozen 
occupations w’ill write about what: 
helped them to the front in their 
ow’n business, and give a list of 
books and magazines bearing 
upon it. Their purpose will be¡ 
to tell the beginner how he can 
make himself more valuable to 
his employers. |

These new departments will; 
begin early in January, and will, 
be made a permanent feature of ̂ 
The Saturday Evening Post.

There is a general scramble 
over the quarantine line, and the 
campaign in this district promis
es to be of the warmest kind. 
Below the lino there is an effort 
being made to abolish this bone 
of contention. Above the line 
stockmen are getting ready to 
fight the effort and protect their 
interests by electing men to office 
who are favorable to th® line. 
Disinterested parties are prom
ised some rare sport.

R. A. Miller moved his family 
up from Abilene this week. He

to our

Fortune Knocks 0nc6 
; at Every Man’s Door

and this may be the rap that 
W’ill tempt you to court the 
fair goddess that rules the 
world.

The days of ’40 were ti 
W’ild scramble of the adven
turer to find the yellow met
al that has brought prosper
ity in its w’ake wherever 
found and made more mill
ionaires than any other one 
industry. Mining for pre
cious metals has been grad
ually narrow’ing down to a 
science until today it is con
sidered the safest avenue 
for the investment of money 
w’ith almost surely the larg
est returns.

INTELLIQENT  INVESTMENT

of small sums in the co-op
erative plan of mining has 
put not a few’ men and w’om- 
en on the road to prosperity. 
The company doing this ad-, 
vertising has four undevel
oped but promising claims 
in a proven mining district J 
a n d  offers a n attractive | 
projxisition to secure the i 
co-operation of money to be ! 
used in the development of ■ j 
its property. It is now’ pla- i 
cing the first installment of ! 
treasury stock on the market ] 
at a nominal figure, and if < 
you are interested, w’rite for ! 
prospectus and other infor- j 
mation. Address i

I Spanish Gulch Gold M ining^  
Co., The D a lle s ,'

V

•m

- 'THition 
a

Dr. fcfinith. Specialist, who is 
billed to be here Dec. 13 and 14, 
will not arrive on account of 
losing his instruments in tho 
fire at Sweetwater.

J

/
Charles Rodden 

lene.
died at Abi

The Mail’s family is under ob
ligations to Mrs. Clay for neigh
borly kindness. Our larder is 
^ept replensihed these days bv 

'"d  friends. '
___________ _
opened up with a H 

d of bad w’Ffl*̂ *
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These Are the Levers Which do the Prizing at

FITTS & SMIHT’S
We bank on the €luality of our Goods, and we are satisfied to sell them on their merits alone. At the 

same time we want to remind you that we will compare prices with any concern in the country. Our 
stock, as you know, is bran new. Besides its newness it also has style and up-to-dateness to recommend it 
to you. Prices Right, Quality the Best and Style in Keeping with the Times—what more could you want? 
Are not those the essential points to be considered in the purchase of Dry Goods? We will verify these 
statements if you will come to our store and let us show and price our mammoth stock of Goods to you.

W e want to show and price our Goods to you, whether you buy or not.
You w ill be pleased at the variety and assortment.

Your Money Back if You Are Not SATISFIED.

FITTS & SMITH, SPOT CASH MERCHANTSICHANTS. X

THE MERKEL MAIL.

e: o  j .  i- e : e m  A N ,
t I O I X O R  AN D R  R O R  R  I E X O R

Ent<*r»nl In thn I’oatofllc« at Merkel, Texae, aa 
stvond-claHs mail matUer.

S v ib a c r ip t io n  R a t«* .
On«* year    $1.00
Six monthH .. .......... .50
rhr**e monthH   .35

Invaplably In advance.

.M)VKUTlSINO RATES per month
( >nc Inch apace t .50
I’wo Inch Hpao*   1.00
k,)iiarter column (4 1-3 indbea) .......... 2.S0
Half column (9 Inches) 4.00
On** column (18 Inches) 7.60

Four lasuea oonatitute a month. All advertlae- | 
mente run and charged for until ordered out, 
'inl«‘S4 limit la HpecIflfKl when Inaertion la made. 
^p«*clal price« on time contraeta. 

l/x»l notices, 5 wnu» per line, each Insertion.

.SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communication« to Inaure publication must 

I *ar the alKnaturc of the writer, a« well aa the 
nom di* plume under which they write. This la 
r'ouired merely a« a Kuarantee of good faith.

(ibltuarles Card« of Thanks, etc., are tnaerted 
it one-half the r>*gular advertisinK rates. Poai- 

1 iv«*ly no deviation from thl« rule.

SIGN IT.

A petition is in circulation 
Msking th e  County .Judge to 
ttrder an election in this precinct 
for the purpose of voting on an 
independent school|di8trict. The 
meets and bounds of the district 
are given in the petition, which 
»•mbraces a territory about five 
miles square, the limit of the law 
governing such districts. If the 
petition is presented to you, sign 
it, and thus perform the very 
best service possible f o r  the 
town.

This question has been dis- 
. ussed at length in these col
umns, but a few words here may 
not be amiss. The petition is 
merely calling for an election to 
incor|)orate the district for school 
purposes. Within itself t h i s  
alone would be a g(K)d thing, 
it gives us many advp- 
wliich the schiK)! has - 

.-f «»njoyed. A^*
*dered w<» '

not the district shall be incorpor
ated, and if this carries we* have: 
the further privilege of voting an
additional tax for school purpos
es, either to maintain the school^ 
or to build a new house. The; 
taxable values of the district are' 
larger than one would suppose.} 
A  tax of 20c on the SlOO valúa-! 
tion would bring in a yearly j 
dividend sufficient to pay all in-j 
terest and create a surplus fundj 
that would liquidate $10,000 of 4; 
per cent bonds in 20 years. Be
sides, we would have the benefit 
of the increase in taxable values, 
which, because of the rapid de
velopment of the town and coun
try, would become larger from 
year to year, and the bonds 
could be paid off in much less 
time than stated. But we do not 
need |such a tax as this for the 
purpose o f building a school 
house alone; between $5,000 and 
$7,000 would be sufficient. This 
estimate was made merely to 
show what could be done. In 
this way the burden would not 
fall upon any one’s shoulders, 
whereas, if we attempt to build a 
new school house, or even repair 
the old one, the burden will fall 
heavily upon the few who have 
the best interests of the town and 
school at heart. Now, if your 
property is valued at $1,000 and; 
a tax of 20c is voted in you’d; 
only have to pay $2.00 yearly! 
for the length of time necessary | 
to liquidate the bonds. This' 
would be $40 for 20 years, an! 
amount which any of us should! 
be willing to pay when the good | 
of it is * o fj.*

ed. It is a daily complaint from 
pupils attending the public school 
that the building is uncomforta
ble, and all are aware that to put 
the building in good condition 
and at the same time make it 
larger would require a consider
able outlay of money. It is out 
of the question at this time. 
Therefore, we have the alternat
ive of voting a tax that would 
enable us to erect a building that 
would be the pride of the entire 
community, and at a cost of only 
a few cents to each individual. 
This would be the best day’s 
work we could possibly do.

The circulation of the petition 
is merely to feel of the public 
pulse. The requisite number of 
subscribers have already been 
secured, but those having the 
matter in hand wish to canvass 
the district thoroughly so that all 
can have a say-so in it. The 
Mail is gratified that very little 
opposition has been encountered. 
It shows the enterprise and pub
lic spirit of our people and that 
they are generous and high- 
minded when the good of the 
town is concerned. All honor 
to them.

The Government crop report, 
issued last week, indicates a crop 
of 9,074,000 bales of cotton which 
is much lower than the estimates 
made by the experts. In conse
quence of this estimate cotton 
has advanced over half a cent, 
and the market still has an up- 
I ward tendency. It is reasonable 
I to suppose that cotton will now 
¡continue to advance.

al has a warm place in The Mail’s 
affections, although our acquain
tance with him is limited. He is 
one of those affable fellows with 
hearty and generous impulses, 
who commands respect and ad-, 
miration under any and all cir
cumstances. Mr. Royal reports 
a 10-inch snow fall in his native 
I state up to the time of his de
parture.

As a popular trade center 
Merkel improves each succeeding 
year.

Now the 
practicall 
the farm 
ly advan

m

Th

Since the fire of October 15, 
rents have steadily advanced, 
both for residences and business 
houses, until now' they are almost 
out of all reason. The steady 
demand for rent houses of all 
kinds is partly to blame for this, 
but not altogether. When two 
or even three-room houses bring 
six or seven dollars per month, 
and that, too, when most of them 
afford the least possible comfort, 
it is next to outrageous. More 
than this, it is a detriment to the 
growth and prosperity of the 
town. If we are to enjoy the 
grow'th that the country demands 
of us we must lower the rents 
and the price of property to, at 
least, some where in the neigh
borhood of their r e a l  value. 
Men who are seeking a location 
will not stop in a town in which 
property is unreasonably high, 
however favorably the town may 

‘'s them. The pocketbook 
'  -^ore than one’s im- 

’"'«umstances of 
Merkel 

■•nid

Hon. W. B. Plemmons, who 
was a candidate for CJongress 
from this district two years ago, 
died at Amarillo Friday from a 
stroke of apoplexy. He was an 
old Confederate veteran and a 
man who had held many offices 
of public trust. Peace to his 
ashes.

Politics I Ntwt.

- J

s

It is probable that a number of 
bills directed against anarchy 
will be introduced in Congress 
during its present sitting, and it 
is evident from the discussions 
now going on that many of them 
will be entirely too vicious. An
archy deserves to be suppressedt. 
but in aiming a blow at it the 
over-zealous politicians aré too 
apt to encroach upon free speech 
and thus work a gross injustice 
on the laboring class.

Editor W. L. Grogan-of Sweet
water is a candidate for the Sen
ate from his district. May you 
find a **phat take,” brother.

Senator Sebastian of Breokin- '^^ 
•dge will be a candidate fo" re- ^ 
ection. He has been most 
'hful in the discharge of th#

* of the office and is entitlfiB 
j#cond term.

’’’bixpft probably be at le#
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An attractive tj^oman thrives 
on good food ? iunahine, with 
plenty of exercise in the open 
air. Her form glows with health 
and her face blooms with its 
beauty. When troubled with a 
costive habit, she takes a few 
doses of Herbine to cleanse her 
system of all impurities. Price, 
50 cents at F. M. Davis’ .

We have the largest stock and 
nicest selection of Christmas 
goods ever displayed in the town. 
Make your selections now while 
the stock is comparatively un
broken.

Rust & Pittard.

H. L. Propst has sold his herd 
of cattle to Western gentleman, 
$11 per head, calves included, 
being the price paid. Several 
other purchases were made by 
the same gentlemen in that 
neighborhood.

Cheapness without worth is 
high priced. We give you value 
with price.

J. T. Warren.

Disease and danger lurk in the I 
vital organs. The blood becomes| 
vitiated and the general health isi 
undermined whenever the stom
ach and liver fail to perform their 
functions as nature intentled. 
Herbine will tone up the stomach, 
regulate the liver, where other 
preparations only relieve. Price, 
50 cents at F. M. Davis’ .

• • • • • • • •

Dress Making.
We have opened a dress mak-1 

ing establishment in the Vaughan | 
building, south of depot, andj 
should be glad to have the ladies | 
of Merkel and surrounding coun-j 
try call on us. Work first-class;) 
prices reasonable.

Mrs. Waldroup, 
t-o Miss Hammonds.

Horse and buggy for sale; 
worth $175, but $125 cash will 
buy them. Buggy good as new, 
horse in good condition. Apply 
at this office.

It’s Not the
But the Doing that

Counts.
For the benefit of those who may never have taied oiir 

way of doing, we will call attention to our facilities for sup
plying your needs in

DRY GOODS and GROCERIES
NOTICE.

Dr. T. S. Hollis will be at 
Merkel Dec. 17 to stay only the 
one day—to deliver some work— 
at Hotel Alsobrook. Call and 
see him.

Window glass, all sizes and 
the right prices at Rust A Pit- 
tard’s.

Attorneys Wagstaff and W il
son were up from Abilene attend
ing Justice Court Saturday.

10 per cent discount from reg
ular prices on all jewelry in 
stock, until the holidays are 
over. Every article sold under a 
guarantee.

Rust A Pittard.

League Literary Program.
Deo. 13, 1901.

Opening song.
Scripture lesson and prayer.
Song.
Response to roll call with 

literary quotations.
Vocal duet— Maude and Lydia 

Counts.
Recitation— Edith Freemon.
Select reading— Lizzie Har

grove.
Quartette— Effie Barnes, Laura 

Herring, Luther Heizer, Jesse' 
Hall.

Recitation— Ross Jennings.
Instrumental solo— D u n c a n 

Browning.
Sketch of mission work in 

Japan— Alonzo Bickley.
Merkel’s new depot did not 

materialize. But many improve- 
pients were made to the old one 
and we have the assurance of 
better treatment next year.

J. T. Warren sold a car of 
flour in two weeks. “ Peace- 
Maker”  did it. It doesn’ t take 
the people always to find out a 
good thing.

The Texas A Pacific company 
have set a commendable example 
by cleaning up around their 
premises. Everything is as neat 
as a new pin.

C. B. McCord of Pulaski, 
Tenn., with his family, arrived 
last week on a visit to his broth
er, our worthy depot agent. He 
is here for the benefit of his 
health and, we hope, will be 
benefitted by our bracing atmos 
phere.

Mrs. J. C. Provine and ar 
KIn< ,̂ arrived Saturday 

i, Texas, for a visit to

T. A. Gaskins, who bought the' 
Wyche farm northwest of town: 
last summer, arrived with his| 
family from Leon county lastj 
week and is comfortably domi-i 
ciled in his new home. He is a I 
first-class citizen and we are glad > 
to welcome him to the Merkel i 
Country.

For Sale— Good gentle family ■ 
horse. Apply at !

The Star Store.

Miss Lillard and Master J, J.| 
Pettus returned to Sweetwater i

I

Monday. i

The case of T. B. Story vs. C.j 
M. Largent—a suit growing outi 
of a real estate transaction which 
was tried in county court last 
year, appealed and reversed— 
was again tried before Judges 
Hill at Abilene Thursday, a ver
dict being rendered in favor of, 
Defendant Largent. The first 
verdict was in favor of Mr. 
Story.

Clothing going regardless of 
value. Call and inspect same' 
before buying. We will save 
you money.
3t '  J. O. Hamilton.

Blankets and 
Comforts.

We have a good 
assortment, in fact, 
too many for the 
time of year. Will 
make special prices 
on them during the 
next few days.

W raps.
We had a little 

jag of Jackets and 
Capes which were 
back ordered and 
came in after the 
fire. We need the 
money that is in 
them and you can 
own them at what 
they cost.

Shoes
Any old shoe will 

sorthr do for warm 
weather, but you 
ought to get a pair 
of of Hamilton and 
Brown’s for winter.

We have a com
plete stock on hand

V,

; Ì
i'

WE ARE
The Price-Makers

J. T. W A R R E N
« » « » » « > » > * » « » > « » » »

J. J. Stallings has the thanks 
of the editor and family for a 
nice lot of sausage. Mr. Stall
ings is one of these men who live 
at home and board at same place 
— in fact, a diversifier—and is 
always willing to “ whack up”  
with a poor editor. We return 
thanks for the treat.

An aged lady, Mrs. William
son, died at Abilene Friday.

0
Agent McCord requests that all 

who contemplate taking advant
age of the cheap rates to the Old 
States during the Holidays will 
please hand in their orders for 
tickets on or before Dec. 17, so 
he can have them here on date of 
sales as advertised.

^oooooooooooooooooooooooo<5 Facts About
JEWELRY.

1 Every article in my stock 
is thoroughly go<^ and 
reliable.

2 My lines are so compre
hensive and varied as to 
insure satisfactory selec- o 
tions. ^

3 My guaranty 
hind evr 
a r '

Praise the bridge that carries 
you over either a flood or cough. 
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup has 
¡brought so many over throat and 
lung troubles, such as coughs, 
'colds, bronchitis, etc., that itsj '
praises are sung everywhere, 

j  Price, 25 and 50 cents at F. M.
; Davis’ .

We have a complete stock of 
¡Hamilton-Brown Shoes; every 
¡pair new and up-to-now.

J. T. Warren.

Friday and Saturday belonged 
in the class with those very dis
agreeable days in which wind 
and dust form a prominent part. 
Saturday night the wind shifted 
north and a norther swooped 
down upon us, followed by rain 
and sleet and ending with a light 
fall of snow Sunday morning. 
Sunday night we had the first 
freeze and killing frost of the 
season, but Monday was a lovely 
day. So much for West Texas 
weather.

Hawk’s spectacles are the best. 
We have a very large stock and 

' «old right.
■»t A Pittard.

ome work to 
dis. Dentist, 

17—to 
M be at

' Worms take refuge in the small 
intestine, where they can easily 
multiply. White’s Cream Ver
mifuge will destroy these para
sites. The verdict of the people 
tells plainly how well it has suc
ceeded. Price, 25 cents at F. 
M. Davis’ .

Are you a subscriber to The 
Mail? If S(j, you are satisfied, 
are you not? It is wortli the 
money asked for it.

Gainesville Lard and Hams are 
good enough. Try them.

J. T. Warren.

The case of W. P. Thurmond 
vs. D. W. Hawthorne, a suit for 
possession of cotton attached by 
former to satisfy a debt, was 
tried in Justice Miller’s court 
Saturday, resulting in a judge
ment for plaintiff in the sum of 
$91.10. No notice of appeal has 
been made.

Jud Sheppard is off to St. 
Louis to see the sights.

We are making extremely low 
prices on Seth Thomas clocks. 
They are bargains at the prices 
asked.

Rust A Pittard.

! Tabler’s liuckeye Pile Oim- 
j nient has been thoroughly tested 
I for many years, and is a ]K)sitive 
cure and is a positive cure for 
this most distressing and em
barrassing of troubles. Price, 
50 cents in bottles. Tubes, 75 
cents at F. M. Davis’ .

We have <jur own delivery now 
and can get goods out as soon as 
ordered. Try us.

J. T. Warren.

A  full line of boy's knee pants 
and youth’s long pants Just 
received at
3t .1. O. Hamiltoii

All persons indebted to us v\ i l l  
please call and settle at once and 
greatly oblige.

The Star Store CV).

G. B. Brown came up from 
Abilene Sunday and moved his 
family down. This is quite a 
loss to Merkel, hut we wish them 
well in their new home.

NOTICE
a delivery

H. C. Williams left Friday ior 
Marshall, Mo., to spend a f< 'v 
days with his family.

Dr. I. E. Smith Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat Specialist of 
Weatherford, w»’’ .be *.’■ 114. a

Deo. 13 and 1-*.
>

MILLINERY.
In order to reduce stock, (.-c 

ing the next few days 1 will m ' 
greatly reducetl Prices on R*_* 
Trimmed Hats.

Prices were formerly very 1 ■ 
but this will put then> within 
reach of all.

”  in and look at my s(o».di

H. Hoople
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Then go where you can get the Greatest Measures of Values. 
That place is here. Our prices on any and all articéis are at 
all times the lowest to be found, Quality considered. Com
mencing Saturday, Dec. 13, and continuing for two weeks we 
will make prices that will prove to economical buyers, that 
if they would make DO LLARS DO DOUBLE D U T Y  they 
should go to Sharp’s. THESE PRICES DO THE TALK ING :

SI.25 Shirts a t ..................................................... 75c
75c Shirts at........................................................ 55c
05c Shirts a t.........................................................45c
12 *2c Silk finish Fleece a t ................................ 8Kc
10'a c Silk finish Fleece a t ............................. 12'a c

Other soods in proportion.

S5.00 Men’s Suits go a t .................................... S4.00 $1.00 Jeans Pants go a t ......................................75c
8.00 Men’s Suits go a t ..............................’ .. 6.50 65c Overalls go a t...............................................50c
6.50 Men’s Suits gt> a t ...................................  5.00 $1.75 Casmere Pants go a t ...............................$1.25

12.50 Men’s Suits go a t ...................................  9.00 $1.25 Capes go a t ................................................ 75c
5c Calicóes go a t....................................................4c $2.00 Capes go a t .............................................$1.25
6'íC Calicóes go at.......... .....................................5c 50c Capes go at....................................................35c

. P. 5harp &  Company
40« « ^ 444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444<

i,;

I' l̂liott & Miller, the Wind Mill 
nen, have just received a 40,- 
tX) pound car of pipe direct from 
he National Tube Words, and 

have all sizes from 'a inch to 3 
nch, plain or galvanized.

A Splendid Sermon.
More could not be put into the 

ienglhiest sermon. Better advice 
could not fall from the lips of 
Wisdom than the thought con
tained in the following, which 
we find in one of our exchanges:

One of life’s paradoxes is that 
he who gives gets. The way to 
succe.ss is by surrender. They 
who are the most lavish with of 
tlieir own life are the ones into 
whose lap the world pi>urs the 
richest treasures. Thousands of 
hearts are starving t<3day because 
they are too stingy. They have 
v/ithhehl themselves, and with 
the withholding have grown lean 
and poor. The fat and prosper
ous .soul is the one which is liberal 
with itself, which offers itself as 
food and strength to every needy 
man and cause. There is no 
secret for greatness like the se
cret of giving—oonstant and un- 
paring giving of self’s best.

Not they who seek to get—to 
gather to themself the world’s 
best things, and thus find satis
faction—but they who bountifully 
offer themselves in sympathy and 
service to the world, learn life’s 
deepest joy.

How shall young men and wo
men secure greatest success? 
Simply by offering themselves on 
the altar of the world’s everyday 
needs. Largeness of life, fine
ness of character, honor of the 
honorable, love of all, will crowd 
ti.T ,,.l th~ -mung person who 
unselfishly idoors to serve men 
thmugh commonplace days and 
weary nights. In ways humble

A Good Cough Medicine.
(From the Gazette, Toowoomba, Australia.)

I find Chamberlain’s Cough 
Remedy is an excellent medicine. 
I have been suffering from a 
severe cough for the last two 
months, and it has effected a 
cure. I have great pleasure in 
recommending it.—W. C. Wock- 
ner. This is the opinion of one 
of our oldest and most respected 
residents, and has been volun
tarily given In good faith that 
others may try the remedy and 
be benefitted, as was Mr. Wock- 
ner. This remedy is sold by 
Rust & Pittard.

Center Pointers.
Our community is quiet and in 

very gixid health.
The literary school is getting 

along nicely at this place and 
the pe«)ple are well pleased with 
the new teacher.

The snow storm seemed to 
please the people.

Our music school closed last 
night with an entertainment. 
About 200 people were out to 
hear the music, which w’as made 
by the Clinton string band. The 
prize was given to Mrs. Viola 
Clinton, and all are highly 
pleased with the pn)gress made. 
We are aiming to have a term of 
lessons at White Church soon.

______________________ G.

It is the intention of Senator 
Pennjse and Represe n t a t i v e 
Wanger of Pennsylvania, to in
troduce a bill at this session of 
Congress ro purchase Valley 
Forge, and incorporate it into a 
National Park, as a memorial of 
one of the historic places of 
Revolutionary days.

An election has been ordered 
in F'orney independent school 
district for the purpose of levy-

Women and Jewels. Brain-Food Nonsense.
Jewels, candy, flowers, man— , Another rediculous food fad 

that is the order of a woman’s has been branded by the most 
j preferences. Jewels form a mag- comgetent authorities. They 
net of mighty power to the aver-1 have dispelled the silly notion 

I ago woman. Kven that greatest I that one hind of food is needed 
jof all jewels, health, is often! for brain,^another for muscles, 
ruined in the strenuous efforts to land still another for bones. A  

•make or save the money to pur-1 correct diet will not only nourish 
'chase them. If a woman will a particular part of the body, 
risk her health to get a coveted I but it will sustain every other 
gem, then let her fortify herself | part. Yet, howev'er good your 
against the insiduousconsequen-1 food may bo, its nutriment is 
ces of cijughs, colds or bronchial'destroyed by indigestion or dys- 
afiecti(»ns by the regular use ofjpepsia. You must prepare for 
Dr. Boschee’s German Syrup. Itl their ap]>earance or prevent their 
will promptly arrest consumption'coming by taking regular doses 
in its early stages and heal thejof Green’s August Flower, the 
affected lungs a n d  bronchial'favorite medicine of the healthy 
tulkjs and drive the dread dis-l millions. A  few doses aids di-

 ̂ . . . .> , tax for the isuance of bonds
and high, by means insignificant , 4». _   ̂ j,  ̂ *ne amount of $15,000, saidmid great, give up your best
t iUmts to all whom you can by
any means help, and reward in
time and eternity is certain.

Xstronomers tell us the stars 
.,rca million miles away, but;'“ '' 
lolm Klliott tells us they are a lii"“ '  *>«'" P ''® "
-ivef the county and he has «» 
i't'W of them left— “ St'*'
Tills.”

bonds -to run for a term of twenty 
j«a rs . It is the same election 
beW recently that was carried, by 
a vote of 190 for, to 10 against, 
!but which eloction was a annulled

had

nii»^’

ease from the system. It is not 
a cure-all, but it is a certain cure 
for coughs, colds and all bron
chial troubles. You can get Dr 
G. G. Green’s reliable remedies 
at Rust & Pittard’s. Get Green’s 
Special Almanac.

CORD WOOD FOR SALE.
150 cords of wood either for 

cash or in 5 and 10 cord lots to 
good men, payable Oct. next. 
Wood is four miles southwest of 
Merkel.
2t T . J. Parton.

W. W. Cypert and S. A. Che- 
nault of Hico, were in the city 
Wednesday prospecting. They 
viewed some of the Merkel Coun
try and are so favorably impress
ed that they contemplate moving 
here in the near future.

A  part of the Atkinson con
struction force arrived Thurs
day and have established • camp 
at the city lake north of town, 
and we understand that twenty- 
five or thirty more teams are en- 
route and will reach here during 
the early part of ’ '̂eek.
They came 
ty where 
pleted t 
Mr. Adk 
has 
mi)

gestion, stimulates the liver to 
healthy action, purifies the blood, 
and makes you feel buoyant and 
vigorous. You can get Dr. G. 
G. Green’s favorite remedies at 
Rust & Pqtard’s.
Get Green’s Special Almanac.

Nubia News.
Nows scarce.
Ed Blackburn ' was in Nubia 

Monday.
We wonder if Hurley Toombs 

has ever caught his sweetheart 
yet, foi* he has been setting traps 
for her.

I wonder what Rufe Daven
port is going to do with all -those 
dishes that he got the other day?

A  light snow fell in the Can
yon Sunday night.

Christmas is just about here 
and where will we all spend it?

Mrs. J. M. Blackburn and 
daughter are gotng to spend 
Christmas in O. T.

Ixm Watkins visited at S. H. 
Leslie’s Sunday eve.

Hurley T(X)mbs visited at Mr. 
Perry’s Sunday eve.

Miss .Josie Reynolds visited 
'“ ’ •"'da Leslie Saturday and

Rosebud .

Abilene

^  Z7. tÛarrvn, iPrms.
S , S '. îi/esi,

Seo. S. iSerryt CaeÀ.

Finit
National
Bank

O f f e r i n i

CAPITAL, $30,000.
$1704.16Surplus and Undi

vided Profits - - -

W e yuaraniee saiie/meiion io^ 

our customers, and offer tjtem  

the sere tees o f  a rett aide and 

conoervatiee S^anh/ny 

tion which is at aii times m iitiny 

to extend every courtesy eomsist- 
ent with sound husiness methods

We solicit your business

M

‘O

the

Saved at Grave’s Brink.
I know I would long ago have 

been in my grave,” writes Mrs. 
S. H. Newsom of Decatur, Ala., 
” if it had not been for Electric 
Bitters. For three years I suf 
fered untold agony from 
worst forms of i n d i g e s t i o n ,  
waterbrash, stomach and bowel 
dyspepsia. But this excellent 
medicine did me a world of good. 
Since using it I can eat heartily 
and have gained 35' pounds.” 
/or indigestion, loss of enrietite, 
’~*nach, liver and kidn'

’Electric ■RittAf*«

J

! . .
|ìì
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Bu; me Best Stove
The Queensware Headquarters for

Hardware
Celebrated 
Bridge and 

Beach.
I  am overstocked on Queens- 
ware and until Jan. 1 w ill sell

•  AT COST •

Implements
Glassware
Etc.

Yellow
Kid

Disc Plows
They will do 

the work 
every time.

V------------

this line of goode. Many ar
ticles suitable for Christmas 
Presents and worth double the 
prices asked for them. Gome 
and take a look at the goods.

W . H. DICKSON
Baker Perfect Barbed Wire is the BEST...

Bible and
Lansing
Wagons

Best High-Grade 
wagons on the 
Market. . . J

i

Coughs and Colds In Children.
DR. JOS. H. WARNICK, PRES. 
WM. H. DUNNING, CASHIER.

Jos. H. Warnick
B A N  KEIR

CAPITAL. $15,000
DOES A GENERAL BANKING AND EXCHANGE BU SIN ESS.

Our Tfcult epulpment Is mod*‘m In CTory rospoct. We »ro ustnK the Moeler Pntent 
Screw Door Safe, with trtple Yale Timer, aflordln« the greateet possible secrrity.

It is our purpose to dool Justly and liberally with all. Our patrons will recelre erery 
courtesy and adooounodatlon within the range of prudent Banking.

J0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -0 < x x x > 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ^

Big Cut In Lumber Ya(d!
We have moved and remodeled our old sheds, erected a** 

new one in center of yard and have filled all with a bran new 
stock of Lumber, Shingles, Sash Doors, Brick, Lime, Cement 
Building Paper, etc.

This out has widened our yard driveways all around, 
which enables us to serve as many more of our customers at 
the same time with the best material ever brought to Merkel.

è

Our Lumber Is of all dimensions—short, wide and long.
Thick, but dry and bright, these things It takes, you know; 

To make your home good tight and strong— ^
H la to your Interest to buy of Burton-Ungo^

____  -  -

BURTON-

IN THK CASK.
When you read a thing youa

like to feel that it’s the truth. 
The Dallas Semi-Weekly News 
gives the facts in the case.

SPECI A L L Y  
EDITED.

If you’ ll read The New’s a while 
you’ll like it. It holds the at
tention. It is specially edited, 
that’s w’hy. Brains and not hap- 
hazzard gt) into the makeup of 
The News.

TWO PAPERS 
YOU NEED.

You need The Merke* Mail, 
because it’s your local paper.

*  Talk That Talks... ’
It's nice to do business with 
plenty of nice, new poods 
and plenty of appreciative 
customers. We nave the

Right Goods at Right P rices!
Our stock of General Mer
chandise is complete, and 
we should he glad to show 
and price it to you.

J .  O. HAniLTON.

Recommendation of a Well Known 
Chicago Physician.

I use and prescribe Chamber
lain’s Cough Remedy for almost 
all obstinate, constricted coughs, 
with direct results. I prescribe 
it to children of all ages. Am 
glad to recommend it to all in 
need and seeking relief from 
colds and coughs and bronchial 
afflictions. It is non-narcotic 
and safe in the hands of the most 
unprofessional.— Mrs. Mary R. 
Meleudy, M. D., Ph. D., Chicago, 
111. This remedy is for sale by 
Rust & Pittard.

Homes for toe 
Homeless.

$100 Per Section.
For $100, we will get 

you one section o f 
school land under a 
guarantee-no land no 
pay.

Mr. Kinchen, of this 
firm, is an ex-County 
and District Clerk ol 
Stephens county, and 
an up-to-date lawyer— 
the man who settled 
the famous Block 97, 
of Scurry county. Got 
more homes for the 
homeless than a n y  
man in the State.

For further informa
tion address

KINCHEN & HILL,
Lubbock, Texas.

*

For patented laud, 
write B. F. Hill, Sec., oi 
the Western Land and 
Abstract Co. From 1 
to 10,000 acres for sale. 
Bates r e a s o n a b l y  
cheap: terms easy.

It gives a class of new’s you can’t 
get elsew’here. You need The 
News because it gives you all 
the State news. The 
Mail and The
News one year for only $1.75, 
cash in advance.

The News is promptly shipped 
at expiration of time paid for.

County Court has been in ses
sion all the week with Judge Hill 
presiding, and it is what you 
might call the Merkel term. That 
is, all of the cases that were dis
posed of were from that thriving 
little city.

State vs. Chas. Hand, gaming 
—verdict of guilty.

State vs. Tom Everson,gaming 
—verdict of guilty.

State v8. Will Barbee, gaming 
—verdict of guilty.

State vs. J. W. Barbee, per
mitting gaming in house under 
control—bond forfeited.

State vs. D, Harrison, unlaw
fully selling intoxicating liquor 
in prohibition precinct — bond 
forfeited.

State vs. J. W. Barbee on same 
charge— bond also forfeited.

In the Dozier vs. Bradley case 
a verdict for the plaintiff was 
rendered.—News.

Foils a Deadly Attack.
“ My wife was so ill that good 

physicians were unable to help 
her,”  writes M. M. Austin of 

- w  Tpft., “ but was com- 
Kinir’ s New 

'ders
tes.

a .

id

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel Texas, and if not called

Semi-Weekly Dead Let
ter office Jan. 1. When call
ing for them please state adver
tised.

M a t t i e  R . W it t , P . M . 

Burk, John 
Blankenship, Bery 
Blaty, Alvin 
Gallagher, Miss Victory 
Guitar, D C 
Miller, Miss Mahaley 
Mordock, Miss Ethel 
Memorta, M W 
McClure, Mr.
McClure, W N 
McLendon, Mrs. Thankful 
Pearce, F S 
Pitts & Son, H B 
Scully, M 
Shelton, J O 
Yates, W S 
Westernhoover, W W 
Woods, Mrs Cora

No one is to be more profound
ly pitied than he who believes 
every evil thing reported of his 
neighbors. Such a disposition 
may be termed cancer of the 
heart and eats out all charity, 
mercy and faith in his kind. We 
are dependent upon each other 
for life, and for all happiness iry'' 
this world, and life is a d rea^  
dark dungeon if we lose faiti in 
humanity. ̂  There are ̂ f rail ties 
enough in human hearts, but the 
world holds millions of men to
day who would die for honor, and 
whose word is as sure as life. 
Millions of pure women worthy 
of all love and esteem live in our 
countr«»’- r©»r their children in

custom of believing €*very evil 
report is so common that the 
most notorious blackguard in a 
community holds the power to 
tarnish the name of the purest 
woman, leaving upon it a smirch 
never to be effaced. No weak
ness is productive of so much 
harm as that of credulity in ref
erence to slander, being respors- 
ible for more bi*oken hearts than 
any other sin. If you want to be 
kind or just or merciful as you 
would obtain mercy, hold fast to 
faith in the integrity and purity 
of your friends.— Ex.

Dr. H. H. Ramsey of Baird, 
w'ill be in Merkel Monday and 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 and 17. Teeth 
exh’iictod without pain by the 
use of Nitrous Oxide.

Office at Rust & Pittard’s drug 
store.

Wanted— A  second-hand bug
gy. Must bo in good condition 
and cheap. Stanhope or Phae
ton preferred.

E. M. Rust.
Merkel, Texas.

S. W. Shejipard has the finest 
lot of Christmas candies and 
sweet meats ever brought to the 
town. 2t

Tom .Johnson and W. P. 
Thurmond went to Abilene Wed-
nesday on butiness.

I  CoughedX ~ j

• “ i uao 1 stubborn coiieh
 ̂for many ycrrs. It deprived me 
of sleep and I grew very thin. I 
then tried Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral, 
and was quickly cured.’ ’

R. N. Mann, FrIIMHIs,Tean.

Sixty years of cures 
and such testimony as the 
above have taught us what 
Ayer’s Clierry Pectoral 
will do.

We know ii'ii the great
est cough rem edy ever 
made. And yea will say 

you iry it. 
every arop.

All d.MSgUO.

nfferso, too, 
Thei c’scure

5i.'., £dc., M- 
.......................

I'o taj» 
'i triln ' 

|r
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T. HILL,
B A . R S £ jH >.

Au'ciit, Model Steam Laundry of 
Abilene.

S. T. EASON, THE BARBER.
NORTH FRONT 8TREKT

A genteel shaving parlor for 
genteel people.

For family use in numberless ^ y  irienu, 
ways Ballard’s Snow Liniment from any painful and annoying 
is a useful and valuable remedy, skin disease, such as ringworm, 
Price, 25 and 5() cents at F. M.̂  tetter eczema or anything similar.' 
Davis’ . If so, just try one box of Hunt’s

Cure.Satur-i 
thel

It never fails. Guaran
teed. Price 50 cents.

J. M. PATE, BARBER.
NORTH FRONT STREET.

I*'irst cdass work and prompt and 
jsdite attention to all.

DR. F. N. BROWN, 
DENTIST.

Nitrous Oxide Gas Administered. 
Office, Pine St. Abilene.

Three years ago from
day night we had one of _______________
heaviest snows that had ever, In Fisher County,
fallen in this country during the| W. B. Taggart of Dowell, 
month of December. Quite a ¡passed through Wednesday 
resemblance to last Saturday 
night, but much more severe.

Fast Texas Ribbon Cane.
1 gal.

Texas Ribbon 
Barrels, 5 gal. kegs and 
cans.

J. T. Warren.

Caesar Conquered Britain.
Malaria was conquered byj^j ;V„-

J. J. MILLER,
Justice Peace and Notarjf Public

.\l«o tire tniiurance a^ent. Will write deed«, 
t.-iki* at'knowh'dgHmenU, p*9 taxe« on land, tur- 
lUiih abNtractR of tUl<> and tranaadl all other 
huslni'SH entriiRted to him.

I. O. O. F. LODGE
No. .‘155 meets every Fjiday 

night. Visiting brethren cor
dially invited to attend.

S. H. Basham, N.G.
T. F. Comgton, Sec.

DR. T. S. HOLLIS,
THE DENTISTA!

nice over narri»’ Druf̂ tore, Abtleae, Texaa.

H. C. WILLIAMS,
Heal Estate and Insurance Agent

.Notary Public
ike» .Xcknom’l'Mirmnnta, Drawa up Deed», Etc. 

OKKICK AT WARNICK’a BANS

I. N. TAYLOR.
Attorney-at-law i  Notary Pnblic.

Office in the Bank building.

J. A. LEEMAN
Physician and Surgeon.

ornee. Kins'» Drus Store.

O. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

R.*«ldenoe, West Merkel.

BEST
PASSENGER SERVICE 

IN TEXAS.
4 -1 M P O R TA N T  G A T E W A Y S -«

y

NO TROUBLE TO ANBWKII auCBTIBN«.

P . T U R N E R ,
OllCL PABB’R and TKMIT AMMt.

DALtAB, T IX A «.

You «’annot afford to trifle with 
• cough. It may result in tor* 
t-rious if nt»t fatal 
i’ake time by the fd'

* Simmon’s ('•

was
Simmon’s Liver Purifier (tin 
box.) Protected from moisture, 
dust and insects. Clears the 
complexion, cures constipation, 
aids and corrects action of the 
liver.

 ̂ on
his way to Merkel with cotton. 
He will bring back lumber to 
complete his new residence.

Walter Dyer and family of 
Fisher moved to Merkel this 
week to make that their future! 
home. Walter has been with us 
a long time and we hate to loose' 

come back.

milej  S. S. Johnson, living a 
northeast of town, had the mis
fortune of having his residence 
and most of his household goods 
destroyed by fire on last Satur
day morning. The fire broke 
out before any of the family was 

o^up and was under such headway

In Stonewall County.
A. N. Sowell, a resident 

Taylor county but who had been;that they could not get the things 
visiting relatives in this county | out, much less save the house, 
for several weeks, died at the j  The origin of the fire is unknown, 
home of his son-in-law, Geo.|\fj., Johnson thinks it might 
Oneal, 6 miles south of Asper- have been started by a mouse 
mont Sunday night. He was and a match. He was fortunate 
buried with Masonic honors at in having $600 insurance on it.— 
Aspermont cemetery Tuesday.'Roby Banner.
We tender sympathy to the be
reaved relatives. ’

_   ̂  ̂ I Houston from dry murrain.
Rev. C. Maxwell remembered ------

the Star again last Saturday P* B. Causseaux was down
with a nice lot of roasting ears.;from Trent Tuesday and left us
To be able to have fresh roast- richer by $3.00. Mr. Causseaux
ing ears on the last day of No- gave us full particulars of the
vember is not a common occur-1 horrible accident which hap|>en€Kl
rence, especially in this western|up there Sunday night. It was a
country. This corn was planted terrible thing, he says.

on the 28th day of July, and Waco Gel. M..onic Temple.
Rev. Maxwell says he will make . , ,
„ ___. . . .  . . .  , The scrimmage over the loca-
a pretty fair yield, which only / »/ • rp , . . .

____  ̂ u J tion of the Masonic Temple whichgoes to prove what can be done , . . . *
here if the people will but make 

effort.—Aspermontthe proper 
Star.

has heretofore been at Houston, 
resulted in the plum falling to
Waco, with Fort Worth a close 
second. The location o f the 

Safe, swift and sure is the Temple at Waco, a central pifint,*̂  
proper description of Cheatham’s is generally satisfactory among! 
Laxative Tablets. Cure colds in. the fraternity, but the Western I 
a day. Can be carried in vest! delegation pulled hard for itsj 
pocket. Fasy to take. Guar-iestablishment at Fort Worth, the 
anteed. Price 25 cents. , location of the Widows’ and Or-

The T. A P. Railway company
has donated a site for a Baptist 
church at Roscoe and work 
begun on a $1,000 building.

A man called on a tailor at 
Norman, Oklahoma, and said 
that his boy had tom the west 
side of his pants and he wanted 
them mended. The tailor did 
not know where to look for the 
rent until the man explained that 
the west side is where the sun 
sets.

The Temple will be several 
years in course of construction, 
i It will cost $5(X),000 and will be 
of Texas granite with steel furn
ishings.

If anything would do a news
paper man good it is the way the 
business men of Merkel rallied to 
The “ Mail”  that they might have 
a creditable paper.—Cisco Apert.

Look Out, Boyt.
As the holiday season is ap

proaching, the following extract 
from the law passed by the 27th 
Legislature will be interesting 
reading for the boys:

^ o .  No. 1— If any person shall 
dischr rge any cannon cracker or 
torpcfdo on or across any public 

re, street or alley in any city 
or village or in any street 

or within one hundred yards of 
any business house, in this state, 
he shall be fined in sum not ex
ceeding one hundred dollars.

Sec. No. 2— By the term “ can
non cracker”  is meant any fire
cracker o r other combustible 
piMilre- '

The contract has been let for 
the building of Trinity Universi
ty at Waco, for $48,000.

Congressional Summary.
Several measures aimed at the 

trusts have been introduced in 
the House, one of them by Mr. 
Ball of Texas.

The Isthmian canal bill carries 
an appropriation of $180,000,000,

A  bill has been introduced to 
create a park of 4,000,000 acres, 
to be known as the McKinley 
National Park.

An effort will be made to pen
sion both Mrs. McKinley and the 
widow of President Harrison at 
the rate of $5,000 a year.

A  tariff bill for the Philippines 
is one of the hard propositions 
before Congress.

Texas Congressmen 
trying to se 
for"*

AN EYE OPENcB
The Chattanooga Hancock 
Disc Plow....

PR O VEN  B Y  A C TU A L TEST  
AT A  T R IA L  IN  A B ILE N E  TO  
R U N  LIG H TER  TH A N  A  10- 
INCH  W A L K IN G  PLO W . DO 
NOT B U Y  T IL L  Y O U  SEE IT.

Yours truly,

ED S. HUGHES & CO.
Abilene, Texas

5. W. SHEPPARD
Groceries W e  sell almost
Vegetables eveiything afford-
Fruits ed by the market,
Country and sell at reason
Produce able prices. Gome
and Fresh to us for your gro-
Meats, etc. ceries...

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Bargains..
ARK AW AITING  YOU IN THE

Furniture Line
We have a fine line of Rockers, Fancy 

Tables, Folding Beds, Side Boards, Iron 
Beds, Springs, Bed-Room Suits, Window 
Shades, Rugs, etc.

These goods are going to be sold if low 
prices are any inducement.

W . P. Browning & Oo.

'-•1
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C h r is tm a s  ¡ r r e a e n t s . . . .
You can not do better in New York or any 
other place buying Christmas presents than 
you can in our store. We have bought tlie 
samples which the Northern houses had in 
Dallas for the Southwest, at a price which 
gives us the advantage over Wannamaker or 
Sugel Cooper. We have the best stock in the 
State, either wholesale or retail. Don’ t come 
to Abilene without seeing it. It’s worth it.

S ^ a ss  i^ r o s .  7 )ru ^  C o .
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o <

f rong-AH  W ro ñ g T ^
with a bad llvar. !t ii ntarly aa InpoaalMa to bava bad baalth wHh a good

^nk . that tba ttomack, tha bowalt. __  Um kldnayt or Uta
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