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Development of a Line of Industry that
is Working a Revolution in Existing
Conditions from One End of Texas

'to the Other.

Dr. R. A. Williamson is a resident
Of Hill county and is now a stock
Jarmér of repute, after practicing med-

s for over twenty-five years. He
w found In the Livestock Exchange,
aving come in with a load of the
‘product of his farm in the shape of
some , fine hogs.

“My home is in Covington, in Hill
county, near the Johnson county line.
My business Is stock farming, altho
1 still practice sometimes among my
neighbors, my former profession, that
of a doctor, still clinging to me in
spite of my efforts to change entirely.
I have something over a section of
land just in the edge of the cross tim-
bers, which gives me plenty of sandy
land and black, too. I have 150 acres
in cultivation and this is divided and
subdivided until there is no one part
of it containing more than forty acres.
Thru this method I can change my
stock from one pasture to another 'as
it becomes necessary. 1 raise three or
four head of horses each year, sired
by a fine stallion owned by my friend
Btephens, whose place adjoins mine,
I break them myself and begin with
them when they -are colts following
their mothers,

I confine myself in the cattle line
0 fine Jerseys, and as the demand
for good milkers of the Jelsey classin
cities is constant and on the increase
I have no trouble in disposing of all
I can raise and could sell more if I
had them. I sold to parties in this city
seven head of cows at $100 per head
and kept the calves myself. There is
not one of these men that would seil
their cow now for $200. Hogs 1 make
a specialty of, I prefer the Poland
China breed, altho there are other
good strains. In the first place I wish
to say that I slaughter each year for
my own and family’'s use, from two to
three head of cattle, curing what is
not eaten fresh in the sun, maxing the
old-fashioned “drief beef” of it. I also
kill for my owrn use as many as fif-
teen head of hogs each year, and I
wish, I had the time to tell you all
ab G'Qmw I cure it, ete. But that for
an a ~thme.

" kjave sold this year up to date
$90v 'worth of hogs and have now on
hand fifteen brood sows and fifty pigs,
80 you see hog raising pays in Texas,
Now, T know {t is said that Texas can-
not become a hog raising country be-
cdiuse it is not a corn country, This
ir all based upon the false premise
tnat hogs cannot be raised for market
profitably unless they are corn fed.
There never was a greater mistake,
I feed my hogs very little corn, if any,
There are many Kkinds of feed that
be raise® here that will make good

and raised cheaply at that, I'll
tell how I do it as an example.
the first place, I allow my hogs
run about from the time they are
big enough on pastures, native grass
and alfalfa. This I find is better than
keeping them close herded or penned.
I find that when this course is fol-
iowed they don't lose weight when
ghipped to market as other hogs do,
for the exercise hardens their muscles
and flesh and enables them to stand
the trip better.

“As to feed, T plant an eight-acre
patch of rye in the fall and let the
hogs run on it all the winter and until
it is time for the stuff to begin to
toughen and shoot, This land is then
put in shape and planted to Spanish
peanuts and when these are ready or
laid by I plant in the middles speckled
field peas. As soon as the goobers are
ripe the hogs are turned on them and
they will eat nothing but goobers as
long as they last, The peas they will
not touch during this time, and the
peas have all the time they want to
mature. When the goobers are done, the
hogs turn to the peas.

In addition to this they have alfalfa
and whatever other stuff they can pick
wup. Peas make as good meat as corn
15} p(l as they are a certain crop it Is

much better to depend on them than
crop of corn. Now,

can
pork
just
In

to

use and if any one will follow this
plan I will guarantee that they will
always be able to raise good market-
able hogs in any number. In addition
to this I plant peas as early as it is
pafe from frost both in patches by
themselves and in my corn and they
all come in handy. I planted this year
early and when the peas were ripe
planted the patch over again with these
peas and now have seed from the sec-
ond crop on hand to plant next spring.
Can any crop that will fatten hogs
and make good firm meat beat this?

“There are a great many small mat-
ters around a stock farm that can_be
be made to aid in the cash account
which not many take the trouble to
look after. Turkeys are a great money
bringer and we have now 100 head of
fine bronze ones for sale. Chickens,
eggs, fruit, berries and vegetables all
help to bring the balance up on the
right side of the ledger. It only takes
looking after. I would like to go more
fnto the details of the business, but I
know that your space is too valuable
for one man to cover it, so I will walit
until the next time I see you to tell’
you more.

Taylor County 8tockfarming

J. P. Sutphen, a business man of
Merkel, Texas, is spending some time
in the city under treatment, and was
not too ill to express himself upon
the absorbing topic, the prosperity of
the west, especially that of the imme-
“ diate ‘country surrounding his home.

“Merkel is advancing in the race of
progress,” sald he, “with giant strides,
and being surrounded by an agricul-
tural country of unsurpassed fertil-
fty has no fears for her future. Its
progress Ig the last few years i really
astonishing, in all lines, The farming
interests are going ahead at the same
rapid rate and where town and coun-
try keep even pace in the race success
is assured to the satisfaction of the
most pessimistic. The cattle interests,
while they have been more or less cir-
cumseribed the constant encroach-
B man_with the hoe, are
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terest of the county and are In a very
flourishing condition, Grass was never
better and goes into the winter unex-
celled in many years for pasture pur-
poses. Horse stock also represents a
good part of our industries and many
fine young animals can be found upon
the surrounding ranches and stock-
farms, Miules are a source of consid-
erable revenue also, and as timeé passes
will become more and more an assist-
ant in building up the cash products
of the section. Cotton, however, is now
the all-absorbing topic of conversation,
and all else has to take a back seat.
Such crops were never seen before in
our section, where good cotton is not
a rarity of recent years. A bale to the
acre is almost the average per acre
and in many instances much more is
gathered, The gins are running night
and day amnd still they cannot Kkeep
pace with the demand upen their abil-
ity to gin the fleecy staple, The feed
crops are immense and test the ability
of the farmer to harvest and shelter
them. Hog raising has become the rule
instead of the exception agd all farm-
ers raise their own meat and will soon
have a surplus for market purposes.
When all these agricultural people get
fully into the harness and are prepared
to raise the necessary animals that
they need to dispose of the surplus
feed crops that are so easily raised,
our section will be the banner stock
farming portion of Texas without
doubt, for the question of feed settled,
as it is with us, it is only the number
of breeding animals that can be ob-
tained, that will limit the supply raised
for market,.

“The merchants
clover, so to speak,
hands busy to
made upon them
lation. Merkel
pared to
out after
the sole

course In
and 1t keeps all
supply the demands
by the rural popu-
is a young town com-
Abilene, but she is reaching
trade that formerly was in
territory of Abilene. We will
receive not less than 25.000 bales of
cotton this year and for as small a
place and one so young I do not think
this will be equaled in the state. Yes,
Marbel ' ‘ts tributary coyntry is all

are of

right, sure.”

Erath County Stock Farmer

W. B. Evitt is a stock farmer who
makes it his business down in Erath
county near Dublin, Texas.

“Cattle are in tolerable good condi-
tion and grass is moderately good. It
will go into the winter in very fair
shape, Our peopla are going into
stock farming rapidly and it will not
be long before it takes precedence of
all other industries. Feed can be
raised so cheaply and in such varietles
and quantities that there will be no
question as to the future of the busi-
ness., I have a farm ana also buy
and sell stock of all kinds. I make
my own meat, of course, and believe in
the hog business. There is plenty of
Bermuda grass around, and it is in-
valuable for stock, especially hogs.
There is some alfalfa pastures but not
many. Wl raise some corn, but for
hog feed we find that sweet potla-
toes, Bpanish goobers and field peas
are better than any other class of
feed we can get for hogs. It is all a
mistake for any one to think that hogs
cannot be fattened for market upon
anything else but corn, and well fai-
tened. too. Texas will take the lead
in the hog raising business after a
while. for she can raise 80 much more
feed and such a variety that hogs
will do better here than elsewhere.
Then our season of open weather is
g0 much longer that the swine can get
g0 much more green stuff. Many of
our people plant their peas in the
corn and when they are ripe turn the
hogs in and let them root hog or dle,
Otherg plant the peas separate from
the corn fields. These can cut and
cure the pea hay which is hard to
beat for any kind of stock.

Our cotton crop will make a good
average crop, probably a half bale to
the acre. Many people think that
they are going to make a bale or more
but I am of the opinion that they are
over estimating. Lands are selling
from $25 to $50 per acre and are gob-
bled up at that price. Most of the
people who are doing the buying are
from the states east of the Mississippi,
mostly from Georgia, Alabama and
Missouri. Our people are in good cir-
cumstances now and are all feeling
good.,”

RECOVERS TEXAS LANDS

United States Supreme Court Confirms
Miss Jordan's Titie

WASHINGTON, D, C, Oct. 23,—The
supreme court has affirmed the de-
cision of the court of appeals, District
of Columbia, in the case involving the
title to a ranch of 68,000 acres in
Texas, and realty of the value of $60,-
000 in the District of Columbla.

The case was Landrum vs. Jordan,
Dr. Thomag Carney of this city died
about three years ago, leaving his
property to two trustees to be held by
them until 1928, when it was to go to
Miss Gabrell Jordan of New York, The
heirg at law contested the will on the
ground that it created a perpetuity,
and was In consequence void. The
Jower courts held that even if it did
do the thing contended by the con-
testants It was plainly the intention
of the testator to give the property to
Miss Jordan, and that she should hold
it forthwith, The supreme court sus-
tained that view,

The county iIn Texas in which
ranch is located was not stated.

- ———
First Freeze at Memphis,

MEMPHIS, Texas, Nov. 1-—The first
frost and freeze of the season has been
experienced here. Ice formed on small
of water as thick as an egg
shell. Frost also appeared on the vege-
tation, but no serious damage was
done to crops. The cotton will now shed
ite leaves and open more rapidly than
heretofore. If we can get thirty or for-
ty days of good [pdian summer weather
now farm geof well
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Editor Stockman-Journal:

At 1 o'clock sharp Friday evening 1
bade adieu to my friends in Juno and
boarded the hurricane deck of the stage
hack that runs daily each way from
Ozona to Comstock on the Southern
Pacific railroad, One can leave Com-
stock at 6 o'clock the morning and get
into Ozona at 7 o'clock; leave Ozona
at 6 o'clock in the morning and arrive
at Comstock at 7 o'clock, a distance of
ninety-five miles, So you see this
country out here is not so Yar out of
the world as you might suppose. The
stockmen all have mail boxes on this
mail line, The drivers drop their mail
in the boxes as they pass, giving the
ranchmen their mall every day if they
take the trouble to come after it, How-
ever, some of them are much as fifteen
mileg away from their boxes. These
stages go a “biling,” the horses all
know the mail boxes and seem glad for
a minute's stop to catch their breath.
These drivers or conductors have no
respect for stumps or rocks, run over
anything that gets in thelr way in their
mad rush for the next town; no time
to waste, Uncle Sam expects them in
on time with the mail; but I find them
nice and polite and do all in their pow-
er to make passengers comfortable;
ever ready to answer any and all ques-
tions about the country, people and
stock. Our road 'ed out of Juno up
one prong of Devil's River, a north-
west course up a beautiful valley from
400 yards to a mile and a half wide,
shut in on both sides by high rocky
hills or mountaing for a distance of
about twenty miles., These little moun-
tains have a great deal of scrubby live
oak, shin oak and cedar growing on
them, The valley is perfectly smooth
and level most of the way, I thought
it the most beautiful scenery 1 ever
saw in Texas, The grass is knee deep
all over in this country; no water at all
after leaving main Devil's River at
Juno—only by wells. I did not see but
five houses between Juno and Ozona.
The stage horses are kept at camps,
only a tent and horvse corral, one man
at each camp. He has the horses in
readiness, all harnessed up, no time
lost in changing teams. 1 asked one of
these camp men if he did not get lone-
some out here alone. He replied, “No,
only on Sunday No one passes that
day. 1 generaly go upon the mountain
and roll off big rocks most of the day
to kill time.” 1 said to him: “Why
in thunder don’'t you get married?” lle
looked at me in astonishment a few
seconds and replied: "“A gal that was
big enough fool to come out here to
live I would not have and a dollar be-
sides.”

We got up on the high divide about
half way between Juno and Ozona, a
level country I have not seen such
splendid grass in all my rambles over
Texas. It is simply immense; looks
like a cow, horse or sheep had never
taken a bite off of it, Clean thru to
within seven or eight miles of Ozona
the conditions are the same., The wind
got up a little, which was cold and
disagreeable to me, and I was real cold
before we got in at 7 o'clock, The
conductor called out, “Ozona hotel!”
after a fifty-mile ride. To say 1 was
tired, cold and hungry i8 putting it
mildly. Kids like myself can't stand
these long rides like grown folks, If
it had not been that the roads were
smooth and nice T would not have been
able to get to the supper table, 1 pre-
sume the landlady thought I had not
had anything to eat in two days from
the way I hid away that good grub,
for T was sure hungry; eating is a
long suit with me, anyway., 1 tarried
here three days with the brethren Sat-
urday, Sunday and Monday. A number
of my old-time friends greeted me here,
among them J, M. Shannon, Bill Coats,
Thomas Nolen, J. B, Christian, W, R.
Baggett, T. A. Kincald, J. B. Moore,
Dan W. McKay, Jim Moore, Chris
Meineke, W. E. Friend, Roy Hudspeth,
A. M, Buck, Claude Hudspeth, Judge
Davidson, C, C. Hartley, all prosper-
ous ranchers, They all report stock
in fine condition, Ozona s a nice,
quiet town and Ig Improving right
along; a good school, 230 pupils, five
teachers; three churches, two newspa-
pers, an {ice and electric plant that
cools and lights up the town. The
water here is superb, and is pumped
by windmills; no surface water in this
country. This town s situated on
Johnson’s Run, a tributary of the
Devil's river, All the ranches in this
country depend on windmills for water,
I noticed a few cane patches which are
making fine feed, The steer trade 1In
this vicinity has been lively the last
six weeks at good prices, $18 to $20
for 2-year-olds and $13 for yearlings.

I met two fat-stuff buyers here who
are paying from $14 to $18 per head for
fat cows. The sheepmen are just fin-
ishing up shearing and the wool is
moving toward San Angelo iIn great
ghape. I counted eleven six-mule teams
in one bunch, loaded to the guards
with the big wool sacks. One not
customed to seeing such outfits would
have concluded, seeing them at a dis-
tance, that it was great loads of hay
coming. Always two wagons to six
mules, While here I had the pleasure
of stopping at the Ozona hotel,
operated by Mrs. A, M. Buck, who, by
the way, Is an elegant lady. Her ta-
bleg are loaded with something good
for the traveling public; nice clean
beds and nice attentions. Her two pretty
daughters, Miss Lee and Euda, are ele-
gant young ladies, just budding into
womanhood. Mrs, Buck is sister-in-
law to Mrs. R. L., Dunman of Coleman.
The Buck and Dunman families are
noted for pretty young women. I al-
ways thought Miss Zoe Dunman one of
the prettiest young women in all Texas
and the Misses Buck are the very
image of Miss Zoe,

The stockmen here report all kinds
of stock in fine shape and will all go
into the winter fat, At 6 o'clock Tues-
day morning I boarded the mail hack
that runs daily each way between
Ozona and 8San Angelo, distance
elghty-five miles, making connection
here with the Comstock and Sheffield
mail hacks., Thig line is owned and
operated by James M. Lackey, an old-
time friend of mine, This Is the best
equipped line in all Texas; yes, the
best get of horses 1 ever saw on a stage
line. Not one of them s worth less
than $100. Our road led out north, up
the Johnson's draw, for ten miles, then
getting up on the divide between
Spring creck and Johnson's draw, This
is a beautiful country, grass splendid,
gtock fat We passed the 09 ranch,
and one among the best ranches in
this county, owned by Mr. Montague,
an old Missourian. He bought this
ranch a few yearsg ago al low figures
Now it ig worth more than double
what he pald for it

Passing down off the divide we
gtruck the head draws of SBpring Creek,
in Irfion county. This is a very pretty
country. All these valleys are very
rich lands, and will In the near future
pass into the hands of farmers who
are now Invading this county to stay.
Spring Creek {a a tributary . of the
Concho river and is fed by everlasting
springs and run all the year round,
which irrigates several hundred acres
o and near Bherwood., This is sald to

acs-

i

‘be one among the finest streams In all
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Texas for fish, Bass, perch and chane
nel or forked-tail cat, all game fish,
are in Abundance. Very little change
has taken place since 1 used to cow
hunt all'over this country twenty years
onty, only it is now ull fenced into
pastures. Then it was all open range.
But the big ranches are rapidly draw-
ing to a close and in a few years all
this vast country will be a stock farme-
ing country, owned by a class which
will feed and finish up thefr stuff ready
for the market. Land is wlvancing
rapidly in price. John Ryburn has
moved all his stock to New Mexico and
will put all his lands on the market to

at once, 1 understand
one hundred
thousand acres and a great deal of it
is fine farming lands,

At 1:80 o'clock the driver called out
the Lewis hotel, and 1 rolled out, hun
gry as a wolf, after a ride of fifty-
five miles, I did not notice but five
houses in sight of the road after leav-
ing Ozona until we reached the un=-
derskirtg of Sherwood, which is the
seat of government of Irion county. I
had the pleasure of shaking hands here
with a number of old-time friends,
among them Tol Rutledge, the high
lord sheriff of the county; Fayetto
Tankersley, Bill Lackey, W, (. (‘astle~
berry, C. W. Howe, Mr. and Mrs. W,
W. Carson, Mrs. Mary lLewis and last
but not least, Thomas Stonehouse, He
was with Quantrell, Darn Poole, George
Todd and Bill Anderson during those
trying days of the war between the
north and south. No truer or braver
man ever lald a leg across a saddle
than Thomas Stonehouse, 1 know what
I am talking about, for Lhave seen him
tried, He i8 now and has been ever
since Irfon county was organized, the
county treasurer. He was 77 years of
age the 17th day of last March, making
him 7 years older than 1 am, as wea
were born on the same day of the
month All honor to old Tom Stone-
house, the brave old Confederate vet-
eran, an honest Christian gentleman
And 1 must not forget Walker and
Springfield, who are now readers of
The Journal. They are the leading
real estate dealers of Irion county.
They are nice, reliable gentlemen, Any -
one wishing to buy or know anything
about lands In this county should call
on or write them here,

This county is coming to the
as a farming county, Fayeltte Tank-
ersley, the successful ranchman, has
in cultivation two miles out from town
150 acres, which he says is a paying
investment It amused me to hear an
old cow puncher llke him talking col-
ton, corn and other feedstuffs, He Is
quite wealthy now, having been ranch-
ing in Tom Green county twenty-five
vears, He said: “All of us ¢9ld cow-
punchers have got to farm more or less
in the future, No use to let all this
good land grow nothing but grass, and
besides, 1 want my boys to all learn
to plow and learn the value of a dol-
lar.”

Wednesday morning at 11 o'clock C.
W. Howe drove up in his buggy and
said:

“Mrs
dinner.”

I remembered the good meals that
she used to set before me while they
were in the hotel business in Coleman
and sald:

“I have got your gait,” and In a few
minutes we were driving over his beau-
tiful frrigated farm, a half mile from
town; He has fifty acres under ditch
in a fine state of cultivation. |
had seen at the San Angelo fair his
display of farm products and wag a it
tle curious to know whether he hadl
only selected the best of everything
grown. He hasg twenty acres of corn
that I am sure will make eighty
bushels an acre. It reminded me of
old Lafayette county, Missourl, cor.
He, too, Is a Mlissourian. His sweel
potatoes, cabbage, tomatoes, beets,
onlons, beans; in fact, everything in
the way of garden truck, is very fine.
But of all the product of that farm the
ribbon cane takes the cake, It is fully
ten feet tall, very thick on the ground,
the stalks are very large If I wag to
tell you the size people would not be-
Heve it because I am telling of West
Texas, 1 like the way he has his
ditches arranged-—-—all run square with
the field, not anti-gobbling litke many
farms 1 have geen, He cuts his al-
falfa and Johnson grass four times a
yvear, raises two crops of Irish potatoes
each year., I sald to him:

“I'm hungry; I smell that dinner.”

Mrs. Howe extended me a hearty
welcome, saying:

“I am glad you
Wash your dirty face and Hands,
ner is now on the table.”

What 1 did the next few minutes to
the sweet potatoes, roast beef, fried
chicken, pumpkin ples, ribbon cane
molasses, preserves and jellles ean well
be Imagined, all made from the fruit
and garden on the farm. This is what
I would call living at home and board-
ing at the same place,

Saying adieu to mine hostess, we
drove back to town. The mall hack
from Ozona came in a little late, loaded
down to the guards, Bix men and two
ladies were aboard, all bound for San
Angelo. At 8 o'clock the conductor
called out, “All Abroad.” He assigned
me to the middle seat with the two
ladies. T thought myself In Juck again
to get to sit by the fair sex, but befora
we got in I concluded they occupled
more space than any two ladies [ ever
beside In a stage coach, Part of

front

Howe sent me after you for

to see once more.

sat

ROOSEVELT BUYS
BLOODED HORSES

Will Haul Coach and Named
“Taft’’ and' ‘‘Root’’

NEW YORK, Oct, 31.—A dispatch
from Baltimore to the Times says that
President Roosevelt recently bought a
pair of fine the
west, The animals passed thru Balti-
more last night., They were
Taft and Root,

The animals are excellently matched
They are half brothers, 6 years of age,
bay geldings, mahogany-colored and
gixteen handg high, They were sired
in Michigan by Woodbine by Nutwood,
the mother being of French stock. They
were ralsed together and have never
been separated. They will be driven
exclusively to the President's coach,

e ——

coaching horses in

named

New Southwest Bank

HAMLIN, Texas, Nov, 3.—The Ham-
lin National Bank I8 now ready for
business, with a capital stock of $25,~
000, W, T. Bhannon s president; A. 4.
Hudson, vice presidont, and C. W.
Shannon, cashier. A considerable num-
ber ol farmers In this vicinity have
purchased stock in the new bank,

4 ')‘l oo 4/

- A ;

COLONEL POOLE IN THE BOOMING WEST.

me was hanging out over the seat
most of the way in, yet I made them
believe I had plenty of room, 1 meant
outside room,

Passing out of Sherwood to Knicker-
bocker is across the high divide be-
tween Spring and Dove creeks, most
of the way rocky and rough, fit oniy
for grazing purposes a distance of
twelve miles, The valley lands on Dove
creek are like Spring creek—rich and
fertile. Considerable farming is being
dome up and down this creek. The
pest cotton 1 have seen this year is in
the valley near Knickerbocker, 1 am

are it will make a bale an acre, and

takes mighty good cotton to make
hat much, 1t is a beautiful country
lying between Knickerbocker and San
Angelo, only a few farms to be secn
on 1he route, However, all that I saw
had splendid crops. Almost all of the
lJand is In large pastures. 1 want to
call the attention of the stockmen to
the great danger of fires. With the
tremendous coat of grass all over this
western country, if fire should get
started it would be an impossibility to
put it out of business. Hence all
campers should be warned about lel-
ting fire get started from camps, and
this 18 the way most of the fires get
started.

After a thirty-mile ride
hours we halted In San
front of the Landon hotel. These con-
ductors of Jim Lackey’'s drive thelr
horses for all they are worth,

The people all over this country that
I have passed over the last two weeks
are blessed with great goBs of pros-
perity,

Agaln Thursday morning I boarded
the Sterling City mall hack at 7 o'clock,
headed for Sterling City, forty-four
miles to the west, Our rond led up
the beautiful North Concho river val-
ley, never further than a mile from
the river and in three or four places
within 100 yards of the river, One can
always where the river runs by
the banks cach side, heavily tim
bered with immense pecan trees, Most
of the valleys have a fine growth of
mesquite timber, which all Texans
know grows but ten to twenty-five feet
tall, It Is the besat of fire wood and
the ranchmen use [t for fence posis,
It I8 a good substitute for cedar or Bols
d'Are, lasts quite a long time as fence
posts
We arrived at Water Valley, the half-
way ground, at 12 o'clock sharp, and |
at once made a bee line for Mrs. Mur-
ray's hotel, I always like to dine there,
a8 she always has something good an‘d
puts it all on the table, and if you
do not get filled up it is your own
fault,

At 1 o'clock sharp a shrill voice called
out, “All Aboard!" This line {8 a slow
one. We pulled Into Sterling City at
6:45 o'clock. My friend, L. C. Dupree,
had heard 1 was coming and was walit
ing to eatch me He said: “1all oul
and hand me your grip. While you
are here you are to be my guest,” 1y
led the way to his resldence, about
four blocks away, and at once intro
duced mo to his better half and his
pretty and accomplished daoughters
Misses Hallle and Eleanor, and for two
days and nights T enjoyed the hospi-
tality of these good people. Miss Hat-
tle 1s a very fine musiclan and sings
to perfection; has n magnificent, sweet
voice, Mlsg Eleanor and her mamma
are fine artists, It I8 seldom that T
ever see such splendid oil paintings
all painted right here In their home, |
never tired looking at these rare pleces
of art,

I note many
county since 1
man with the

in three
Angelo in

locate

on

changes in Sterling
was here last, The
hoe has demonstrated
that this, too, I8 a farming as well as
a stock country. One year ago a com
pany was formed here of stockmen and
business men and agreed to bulld a gin
at this place, provided the farmers and
stockmen would agree o plant 1,800
to cotton, Last winter the gin
was bulld and has already ginned over
1,000 bales The road was lined be
here and SBan Angelo with
freight wagons, hauling cotton, The
feed crop In this county s superb,
Cane, dwarf milo maize, kaffir corn is
In abundance on all sides, garden truck
off all kinds grows to perfaction here
now All the grocery gltores were
loaded with all kinds of vegetables
grown here and the cotton seed comes
in very handy for the stockmen. I
met a number of The Journal readers
here and one and all are pleased with
the paper. I desirve to thank L. E,. Du-
pree, Bill Kellis, J. M. Edwards, J. T
Davis, Joe Clifton, T. A. Bomar and
A. C., Pearson for the many nlce com-
pliments pald The Journal, and your
scribe, FEverybody seems to be pros-
perous and happy here,

T1.. E. Dupree is the real estate man
of Sterling county, 8ee his ad in The
Journal, He i8 an honorable, trust-
worthy gentleman and has some rare
bargains In these cheap good lands in
Sterling county. He hag for s=ale the
cheapest ranch and farm lands that I
know of In Texas—sixteen sections,
well fmproved, sixteen mliles from
Sterling Clty; fine water, part of it
good farming land, at $2.60 per acre,
long time,

A twelve-section ranch, ten mlilen
northeast from Sterling City; fine
grass; plenty of water and protection,
well improved, $2.50 per acre, long
time, low rate .of Interest,

Three-section ranch, unimproved,
well watered, fine grass, half of It good
farming land, $2 per acre, low rate of
Interest, long time,

Eight sections from one to two hun-
Ared acres to the sgection fine farming
lands, $3 per acre, well watered, low
rate of interest, long time,

He also has forty sections of other
good lands for sale and has all the
Houston and Texas Central raflroad
lands in Sterling county for sale, Any-
one wishing good cheap lands should
call on him at Sterling City and get a
bargain. 1 can recommend him, as 1
have known him a long time.

Baying adleu to my many friends In
Sterling City, I again boarded the mall
hack for SBan Angelo On sarriving
there I bade adieu to stage riding for
this year, My next gtop was at Bal
IInger. Wonderful changes have taken
place in thig county the last few years,
Now it is a full-fledged farming coun=
ty, where a few short years ago noth-
Ing but stock Interests The streects
were jammed full of farm wagons,
loaded with the fleecy staple, selling a!
10 cents a pound, Crops of all kinds
and grass are fine in this county and
the stockmen report everything lovely
ind the goose hangs high

I had the pleasure of spending the
night with my old-time friend at his
beantiful home two miles from town
Joe B. Johnson, He is an old Lafay-
ette eounty, Misgourf, man. I knew him
long years ago in old Missourl. He Is
an up-to-date rancher and fixed
financially, He and his good wife
made my stay a pleasant one ydeed,
He has 150 aores in cultivation where
he lves. Hlig ranch I8 located eight
miles south of Ballinger.

Now, Mr. Editor, 1 know you
kick like a bay steers at this long «
munication, ahd Tl quit.

O, C, POOLE.
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Says in Some Portions of the West ti

Staple to the Acre.

& AR Mills,

Throckmorton,

whose
but
Young

home is in
his ranch
county near Fort
Belknap, was a visitor at the office of
The
his
dentally
the

who has

interests in

Stockman-Journal
the
renew his subseription
paper, “My ranch 18 located
old Fort Belknap,” saild Mi Mills,

the Brazos river, in as fine a
country as there is In the state Grass
is very fine and s all right now for
the winter, belng cured almost to the
ground, where it Is still green and will
remain so as far as cold weather is
concerned. The great trouble that we
fear is that the grass being 50 thick
and heavy on the ground, if it should
turn in to rain hard this winter the
chances are good for the moisture to
rot the grass. This would be a greater
misfortune than to have short Rrass,
for when it rots it is good bye Johnny
to feed In your pasture, angl in the
middle of winter at that.

Cattle are In good condition, that is
the stears are, and the stock cattle
while not quite up to the steers are not
In bad condition by any means. There
are lots of ticks which have been a
source of annoyance, but the cold
weather will soon put an end to this
pest I have good grade white face
cattle and do not attempt to deal In
finor stuff, To do this one has to
ralse or buy feed and I am too much
of & cowman of the old style to go
regularly into farming yet Ours is a
good country for all classes of stock,
an will not be long before the stock
fa. aimg former will be the aristocrat
among cowmen. Plenty of feed can be
eastly produced at lttle expense, and
this s all that {8 needed This Is the
first year in many that water and
grass came to the cowman at the sume
time and In suffioient guantities A
cow can do without grass for
time, but water they must have to a
certainty That 18 what hurts stock
more than nnything else, lack of water
Horses do well with us, In fact, as
well as in any other part of the state
Horkes will keep fat on grass that
cattle will starve on This Is caused
by the superior quality of the teeth,
the horse having an upper and lower
set of teeth, while the cow beast lacks
a set of teeth In her upper jaw, which
operates adversely to her desire to bite
the succulent grass A horse, more-
over will lve on mesquite leaves when
grass hos gone, and will do very well
on the smaller Hmbs as well I do
not ralse many horses, but have a
#mall bunch I raise enough hogs to
supply me with my ment, but no
surplus as yet All crops are good
this year. Cotton is thre main erop now
and many clalm that they will get two
bales to the acre, but I think if they
plck a bale they will have about
reached the Hmit,. One man told me
he had several acres that would make
two bales to the acre he was certaln,
but I sald that while T was not from
Missourl, still T should require show-
ing before I could belleve, I was born
in North Carolina but have been in
Texaw all my life.”

Land Values Advancing

“T have lived a good
in the west,” sald Gus Roberts
Stanton, Texas, “and have never
the whole country in as excellent con-
Altion as It is now, geing Into the win-
ter with a remarkable crop of hay on
the ground cured and ready for the
stock. 1 am sure that we have a very
fine country, both for stock and for
agricultural purposes, for you must
know that the agricgiltural fever has
struck us hard I could have bought
all the land 1 wanted by sectlons a
very few years ago, for not more than
$2.60 an acre close to Btanton, and did
not think I needed it, and looked on
it as a foolish waste of money. Now
that same land Is seling for $30 an
acre readlly with many buyers on hand
that will take all that s offered 1
have charge of the shipping of Colone]
Slaugnter's cattle at Stanton and am
down with twelve londs of COWS
and other stuff, and expect KO on
to St, Loul ng thig market does nol
geem to respond to the cowman's ldeas
of a good market at this time. Colonel
Slaughter will certainly be made a
very rich man even If he did not want
to, for his lands are first class and
he has an enormous number of acres.
The demand Is sucn and the prices are
#o great that most all of the ranches
have sold out and It Is only A ques-
tion of time before all will follow sult,
1 belleve our country iIs better in every
way than that around Big Springs and
mucn more productive, The soll 1=
gandy, but not looge as it {g at Mona-
hang and produces well, ag I8 evident
from the crops that are on hand this
vear., Cattle are in fine shape and will
winter well, as the grass s In better
shape for winter than I have seen (it
In' many years. All things are good out
our way Tnere only one or two
flocks of sheep out with us and they
are small., Very few horses are bred,
the supply being obtained farther west,
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Fine Grass Out West

Elbin, a resident of Comanche
and native Texan, was on this
looking over things and very
pleasanty talked a little for the bene-
fit of the paper. “My ranch Is about
elght miles out from the town of Co-
manche, which {8 my postoffice, 1
have lived In the county many years
and can honestly say that I never ex-
perlenced Just such good times all
round ag we are having now. Grass
could not be better If It were culti-
vated and Is golng Into winter cured
and will feed as fine as hay., It could
not he better, Cattle are in extremely
good condition, altho they are not so
plentiful as in the past, but they are
good for sure. All classes of stock
are hiking along with the cattle and
are ready almost for market at any
time, I have Jjust returned from a
trip down to Angelo and the west as
far as Crockett county, visiting Ozona,
SBherwood, Eldorado, Sonora and other
points, and in all the years of my ac-
quaintance with that section 1 never
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up, for they can lay along the streams

and water holes, drink their fill and
to move about gently a few
up with grass .

only have

hundred yards to fill

and return to rest under the snade of

the trees

“I am
advance after a while under, the
mand fyr cattle

but that beef cattle of every sort are
growing scarcer all the time, and the
sale of lands to farmers or for purposes

other than cattle

more on the market.

realized now by the shortness of such

stock when one s out
trying to purcnase feeders,

ranges are in such excellent condition
that no stockman who is out of debt

or <can arrange an

extension will be

forced to sell, but owing to condition
of range, ete., they can hold this winter

indefinitely.
the market

Therefore,
nas got

thinking that the market wilk

-
%

There is no question: =

ralsing tends to foree ;
This can be

in the country
Again the.

I believe that
to respond and

pay according to the supply in sight it

they wish to get

cattle this winter,

Feeders Ao not seem to be in any hurry

to
but

into business for
will after awhlile,

get
they

some reason,
Crops are

all just as good as can be down with

us and everybody
rejoleing.”

Good Winter Pasturage

is optimistic and

J. W, Montague came in from his
rancn looking in excellent health and

in fine spirits

over the moving ples

ture of grass and fat stock that the
west now produces to delight the eye of

the
In my

cowman

section

of

Girass 1s cured on the ground and is

good a winter

secn,

pasture as

was ev
We do not want any rain nowW

“Yes, things are good out
Crockett and Irion

LS
countles, where the ranch is located:

until next spring when grass begins t§

spring up.
winter
for

it would cause the heavy

that, s now cured on the, range, to.

and be unfit for stogk,

Cattle are fat and will
winter in excellent
stand the rigors of winter.

ond crop of feed, such

RO

ed by a heavy frost,

Gilve us clear =
weanther from now on and we are safe. |
into the
condition to withs

Rain now and during b -
monthg would be a detrim o

as -m-ghum,'
Kaffir and milo maize, was partly kills =
or rather tharee

heavy frosts last week, but I am cuts™
ting it any way and will stack for use,

We have had much heavier frosts t 5
At San Angelo 1 fo &

that they had had no frost at all, and™
on the grou ¢

lower down.

the grass thick

averywhere

was

and green, Tt s a

tnat cattle could be made fat on tw
around the
I never saw the ke

grass that s found all

pens at Angelo,

The roads are fine now and the drive

from the

ranch, some sixty miles, =,
not at all fatiguing as it is during a 8

dry year when the withered and saps
less stubble of the grass is all one has

to gaze upon along the route, My wife

is now on the ranch.,”
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PIEDRA BLANCA FIGHT

Bocket, of San Antonio, Tells of Battl

With Cow Thieves

SAN ANTONIO, Oct, 30.—John RN
avenue,
ranchman of this city, res

Coa=
Pledra

Blanca ranch, where his men had |

of 1024 San Pedro

known

Jocker
well

hig ranch
known as

from
Mexico,

turned
huila,

in
the

fight with cattle thieves recently.
of-the thieves was klilled

the
escaped.
of the

try are on
thieves who

In ﬂl'“illg
night, he said:

“October
saw several
the pasture,
ported the matter to his foreman
four men started out to trail the
tle. They followed
se