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The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service has named 
Sergio Mendez the new agri-
culture and natural resources 
agent in Parmer County.

“We are very pleased to 
have Sergio as an agent in 
this key agricultural county 
of our district,” said Michael 
Clawson, AgriLife Extension 
administrator for the agency’s 
20-county South Plains Dis-
trict headquartered in Lub-
bock. “Sergio has a varied 
production-level and academ-
ic background in animal ag-
riculture. He demonstrates a 
strong willingness to learn all 
facets of the AgriLife Exten-
sion program, both production 
agriculture and youth devel-
opment.

“Since he is originally from 
Parmer County and familiar 
with the local issues, Sergio 
should be an outstanding fit 
for this position.”

Mendez graduated from Fri-
ona High School and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in ani-
mal science from West Texas 
A&M University at Canyon.

His past job experience in-

Mendez named to AgriLife 
Extension Parmer County post
By Steve Byrns

Dr. Walter Wendler, President 
of West Texas A&M, his wife 
Mary, and staff will be in Friona 
Tuesday, February 28 at 6 p.m. at 
the Friona High School Audito-
rium. They will here to find out 
how they might best serve the 
educational dreams and needs of 
the Friona community. 

Wendler was named president 
of WTAMU September 1, 2016. 
He took the place of Dr. J. Pat-
rick O’Brien. 

He came to WTAMU from 
Southern Illinois University Car-
bondale where he was chancel-
lor from 2001-2007. He returned 
later to teach architecture and 
retired as director of the School 
of Architecture at SIU at the end 
of 2015.

Wendler previously served 
as vice chancellor for Planning 
and System Integration at the 
Texas A&M University System. 
He also served as executive as-
sistant to the president, dean of 

WTAMU President to visit Friona

the College of Architecture and 
other administrative and faculty 
roles at Texas A&M University 
in College Station.

Wendler and his staff will be 
here to answer questions and to 
help you be confident in the deci-
sions you will make about your 
future education. The communi-
ty and student body are invited to 
come out and enjoy the refresh-
ments and find out what makes 
West Texas A&M so great.

Are you a family caregiver or caregiver? There is a free communi-
ty service available to you offered on the first Friday of every month.

Coffee Break for Caregivers is a good place to learn about poten-
tial resources for patients and family. Join them at the First National 
Bank Community Room in Friona at 9:30 a.m. for coffee and donuts 
followed by a meeting at 10 a.m.

Coffee Break for Caregivers is sponsored by Bluebonnet Home 
Health and Hospice. For more information call (806) 247-0057 and 
ask for the social worker.

Caregiver Coffee Break

The Friona Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture is accepting do-
nations for the two auctions to be held during the Chamber Banquet 
on Tuesday, March 7 at 7 p.m. If you would like to make a dona-
tion for the auctions please contact the Chamber Office at (806) 250-
3491. This is a great opportunity for the community to be involved in 
this tradition of honoring our own.

Chamber accepting auction donations

The 2017 FHS Senior Steak Dinner to benefit the alcohol/drug free 
all-night graduation celebration will be held Sunday, April 2 from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 pm. At the Friona Junior High Cafeteria. Advance tickets 
are $15, at the door tickets are $16. Mark your calendars to come out 
and enjoy an 8 oz. ribeye steak with baked potato, green bean, rolls 
and dessert.

Senior Steak Dinner April 2

Sergio Mendez
Parmer County Extension Agent

Ag & Natural Resources

Parmer County Judge Trey Ellis announced 
Wednesday that an Emergency Burn 
Ban for Parmer County has been 
reinstated effective immediately. 
Two commissioners and county fire 
departments recommended this move 
due to predicted extremely windy 
weather for the next few days. The ban 
will be on the agenda for the County 
Commissioners regular meeting on Monday.

A burn ban is exactly what the name implies -
no outside burning of any kind until the ban is lifted. Open 

burning at this time is considered extremely dangerous to people, 
buildings, trees and grasslands. Violations are serious, punishable 
by fines and/or imprisonment.

Burn Ban reinstated

cludes working as a mill man-
ager trainee for JBS Five Riv-
ers Cattle Feeding in Ulysses, 
Kansas, and as a feedlot as-
sistant/student manager at the 
West Texas A&M University 
Research Feedlot at Canyon. 
He has also worked at Cargill 
Meats Solutions and Newtex 

Feed Yard Inc., both in Friona.
Mendez is currently com-

pleting his first step orienta-
tion training in Bailey County 
and will assume his perma-
nent duties in Parmer County 
on February 24.

For more information, call 
Clawson at 806-746-6101.

Friona EMS was involved in an accident Mon-
day while transferring a patient to Northwest 
Hospital in Amarillo. The ambulance was trav-
eling on VFW Road when a car suddenly made 
a left turn in front of them. EMS director Jean-
nie Martin who was driving said she thought the 
car pulled off the road to the right to let them 
pass but suddenly turned left across the road in 
front of the. The ambulance ended up in a ditch. 
They eventually got the patient to the hospital. 
Mrs. Martin and Paramedic Nik Baucom who 
was riding in the back, were banged up and sore 
this week but not seriously injured.

Monday EMS 
Collision

in Amarillo

courtesy photos

dana jameson photos
College representatives, local community businesses and organizations turned out 
last Friday morning for Chieftain Choices. They assembled to aid the students of 
Friona High School in making decisions on their future. Above Parmer County 
Sheriff Randy Geries and his deputies hand out information concerning law en-
forcement. Below, Mark Osborn and Varla Wilcox talk with Brooklynne Johnston 
abour careers at Hi-Pro.
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DOWN

  1  diamond____ rattler
  5  TX Collin Raye’s 1st
      album: “__  _ Can Be”
  6  ____ Dr. Pepper
     (low cal)
  7  Groveton h.s. class
  8  captive TX woman:
      Cynthia ___ Parker
  9  Lost ______ State
      Natural Area
15  Cowboys radio
      announcer, Sham
16  ruler who detained 
      TX Ross Perot
      employees in Iran
19  TX “Spanky” comedy:  
      “Little ______”
21  TX poet:  _____
      Shihab Nye
22  TXism: “___  _  ___
      of arrows in his
      quiver” (capable)  
27  town in northwest
      Tarrant County
28  TX Tommy Tune’s  
      character Ambrose
      in “Hello Dolly”
29  TX Larry Hagman
      film: “Getting Away
      ____  __  All” (1971)
30  Skip who wrote Cow-
      boys “Untold Story” 
32  TX Joan Crawford:
      Lucille __Sueur
33  TXism: “it’s ____
      ___,  __ die”
36  TXism: “no brag,
      just ____”
37  prior spelling of
      TX Cyd Charisse’s
      nickname
38  TXism: “cowboy
      ______” (jukebox)

  1  TX Jimmy Dean’s
      “Big ___ John”
  2  TX Foreman lost
      title to him in 1974
  3  TXism: “____  __  
      a hound’s tooth”
  4  TXism: “the whole
      ___  ___  _______” 
  8  TXism: “fast as  _
      ___  up a rafter”
  9  “Turning the Thing  
      Around: Pulling       
      America’s Team
      Out of the Dumps -
      and ______  ___
      __  ___ Doghouse”

39  Kris Kringle, St.
      Nick, __  ____ Claus
41  Astro pitcher’s stat      
42  a creek will do this in
      a drought (2 wds.)
45  TX festival: Shrimpo___
46  “Roger the Dodger” (init.)
47  spoils of war
48  TX George W.’s party
49  early TX immigrants
52  TXism: “___  __  a
      squirrel up a tree”

53  go in
54  former league 
      of the Fort Worth
      Fire and Dallas
      Freeze (abbr.)
55  TXism: “___ all
      beer and no foam”

10  Ozona h.s. class
11  JFK’s “_  _ 109”
12  former TX fuel 
      company
13  actor Jack of “The
      Texas Wheelers”
14  TXism: “happy as
      a pig in ____”
15  Texas Crossword
      creators, Orbisons
16  meaning of “tejas”
17  aviator Earhart
18  TX Clay Allison
      was a _____ gun
20  1st female mayor
      of El Paso Suzy
22  Houston boxer
      Foreman (init.)

23  hockey’s Bobby
24  TXism: “___ big
      for his britches”
25  Andy’s amigo
26  TXism: “pick of 
      the _____” (best)
28  Metroplex FM
31  this Wyatt met Doc
      Holliday in TX

34  TXism: “don’t give       
      a hoot __  _ holler”
35  in 1966, Rice won 
      “_  _ College Bowl”
37  TXism: “he two-____
      to his own beat”
40  TXism: “a ___  light  
      idea” (good idea)
43  wake up
44  TX longhorn cattle
      preserver (2 wds.)
50  skins of TX Ruby
      Red grapefruits
51  TXism: “can’t make  
      a silk purse out of
      a sow’s  ___”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Advanced citizenship

February 23
FJHS Track @ Olton Meet
Harrington Breast Cancer Mo-

bile at PMC 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
City of Friona Employees 

Dinner 6 p.m. at Senior Citizens

February 23-25
FHS Baseball at Roosevelt 

Tournament

February 24
FLAG DAY
FHS Track at Olton Meet
Deadline for signing up for 2017 

Friona Kids Inc. & Parmer County 
Babe Ruth Baseball

February 25
Bovina Boys Powerlifting Meet

February 27
2nd Grade Parent Conferences

February 28
WTAMU President’s Office Pre-

sentation-FHS Auditorium-6 p.m.
3rd Grade Parent Conferences
FHS JV/V Baseball @ Muleshoe 

4:30/6:30
 

March 1
ASH WEDNESDAY
Chieftain Golf at Clarendon HS 

Invitational

March 2
FJHS Track @ Kress Meet

March 3
Caregivers Coffee Break at First 

National Bank Community Room 
9:30 a.m.

Girls Powerlifting Regional 
Meet in Mertzon

FHS Track at Fritch Meet

March 5
Annual Mexican Dinner @ St. 

Teresa of Jesus Church in Friona

March 7
Friona Chamber of Commerce 

Banquet
JV/V Baseball vs WT High at 

Home 4:30/6:30

March 8
Chieftain Golf at Farwell HS In-

vitational

March 9
FJHS Track Meet @ Chieftain Field

March 10
FHS Track Meet @ Chieftain Field

March 11
Boys Powerlifting Regional Meet in 

Sundown
PMC free pre-natal classes 9-10 a.m.
JV/V Baseball vs Muleshoe at 

Home 12/2:30

March 12
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

BEGINS

“While I’m on the subject on taxes, I have another issue to point 
out. This year our local tax office raised the appraised value of 
my home by 131% compared to last year. Yes, you read that cor-
rectly, they more than doubled the taxable value. What improve-
ments were made to warrant such an increase? None whatsoever. 
In fact, the appraiser didn’t notice that at least one of the build-
ings he “appraised” had been completely torn down and was no 
longer there. What grand expenditure are they planning that they 
need to increase our taxes so rapaciously? Our county’s chief ap-
praiser came to defend their valuation, claiming that last year’s 
appraisal was a mistake. She said it was too low. I presented her 
with records from the county website showing that the value had 
remained fairly consistent since 2009. Apparently I am to believe 
that over the last 7 years and multiple appraisals the value has re-
peatedly been determined incorrectly, and this single outlier is in 
fact the correct value. A reasonable person would have to concede 
that the incredible increase in taxable value must be in error. Why 
do you suppose they chose this year to raise the value so much? 
Well, in previous years my home was protected by homestead law. 
There would have been little benefit to them in raising the ap-
praised value, because the assessed value would have been limited 
by the homestead cap. (The assessed value of a declared homestead 
cannot be raised more than 10 percent per year, regardless of the 
appraised value.) This year the homestead was moved. Suddenly it 
would be profitable to appraise my home at a higher value, and they 
did so in grand fashion. Perhaps the timing of the hike was merely 
coincidence. After all, they do hire an outside contractor to perform 
the appraisal. Do you think your taxes were raised unfairly? Call 
the appraisal office, or check on parmercad.org to find out when 
and how to protest. I’ll see you there! If you want more information 
on your property taxes, such as your appraised values, records are 
available to the public at no cost. Just go to esearch.parmercad.org 
and look yourself up. While you’re online, check to see how much 
your taxing officials pay.”

Jake Hefner

This is in response to the “Let-
ter to the Editor” in last week’s 
paper concerning the forgivable 
loans awarded to new or ex-
panding businesses. There were 
statements made in the letter 
that warrants clarification. The 
Friona Economic Development 
Corporation does have the au-
thority to assist a new business 
or assist an expanding business 
that they deem beneficial to our 
community’s economy. There 
are certain requirements that 
have to be met by the new or ex-
panding business or the loan has 
to be paid back. If the require-
ments are met in full, the grant/
loan is not paid back. The FEDC 
received the authority to award a 
forgiving grant/loan on May 6, 
1995. The voters approved the 
establishment and funding of the 
FEDC. There were two proposi-
tions on the city election ballot 
that addresses economic devel-
opment. (See a sample of the bal-
lot below and a brief description 
explaining the purpose of each 
proposition). Proposition 1 ad-
dresses the sales tax of one-half 
of one percent that could be used 
for promoting or expanding new 
business enterprises.  This prop-
osition was voted on and passed 

by the citizens of Friona. Propo-
sition 2 addresses another state-
ment made in last week’s letter 
concerning the tax break that 
should be given back to the tax 
payers. Proposition 2 mandates 
the sales tax within the city at the 
rate of one-half of one percent be 

used to reduce the property tax 
rate. This was also voted on and 
passed by the citizens of Friona. 
The two passed propositions 
provide a state approved method 
for local governments to provide 
for economic development.                     

Ricky White-Mayor

Apparently screaming at my 
television is not doing much 
good. People are still running 
out to act stupid in front of the 
television cameras and forget-
ting all about common sense.

Monday was President’s Day. 
Some Americans took their gov-
ernment given day off to cel-
ebrate “Not My President” day.  
I think they could have stayed 
at work and done just as much 

good.
Last week there was the pro-

test against immigration laws. 
People across the country took 
the day off to show their support 
against the immigration laws. 
They claim these laws are all 
President Trump’s idea. 

The laws have been on the 
books for years and not fully 
carried out. If you want to live 
here, it takes citizenship. The 

laws are straightforward and 
there are plentiful opportunities 
to become an American citizen. 

Recently, I took a quiz on 
Facebook that asked questions 
about the beginning of America, 
as well as other information that 
could be asked of an American 
citizen. I passed it. However, 
I also paid attention in history 
class and have been a student of 
history most of my life.

The laws are in place to pro-
tect everyone but if someone is 
breaking the law and in America 
illegally, the laws are not work-
ing properly. 

Before anyone starts getting 
the tar and feathers ready for me 
let me explain. I believe if you 
want to be a part of this country 
or any other country there are 
certain steps to be taken. No one 
wants to be illegal. Being illegal 
is hard work. So is citizenship.

One of my go to movies is 
“The American President” with 
Michael Douglas and Michael J. 
Fox. Near the end of the movie, 
Michael Douglas gives the fol-
lowing speech:

“America isn’t easy. America 
is advanced citizenship. You’ve 
gotta want it bad, ‘cause it’s gon-
na put up a fight. It’s gonna say, 
“You want free speech? Let’s 
see you acknowledge a man 
whose words make your blood 
boil, who’s standing center stage 
and advocating at the top of his 
lungs that which you would 
spend a lifetime opposing at the 
top of yours.” You want to claim 
this land as the land of the free? 
Then the symbol of your country 
cannot just be a flag. The symbol 

also has to be one of its citizens 
exercising his right to burn that 
flag in protest. Now show me 
that, defend that, celebrate that 
in your classrooms. Then you 
can stand up and sing about the 
land of the free.”

America is all for one and one 
for all. We, not just individuals, 
elected President Trump. If we 
want freedom, we have to work 
for it. Working for it may mean 
standing up for your beliefs and/
or taking a citizenship test to 
become a full-fledged citizen. It 
means coming out of the shad-
ows and becoming what you 
so desperately want to be…an 
American.

Maybe we all need to take a 
citizenship test and find out what 
we need to work on. At www.us-
citizenshipsupport.com/ you can 
practice for FREE! This site will 
do the test in languages from Af-
rikaans to Zulu. They offer the 
quizzes read aloud. The quizzes 
cover vocabulary, writing, civics 
and government. They also offer 
practice for speaking and under-
standing tests.

I know I live in a great coun-
try, but it is so sad that so many 
have forgotten.
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Friona Flashbacks

Library Corner
By Darla Bracken

Past issues of
the Friona Star
are archived at 

Texas Tech University 

www.swco.ttu.edu

News from the week of February 21, 1982

100 years ago…

*Friona’s Jeff Lundy exhib-
ited the Grand Champion steer 
and his sister Corrie claimed the 
Grand Champion heifer trophy at 
the 35th annual Parmer County 
Jr. Livestock Show Friday.

*Veronica Lafuente, 21-year-
old daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Al-
fredo Lafuente of Friona has 
been crowned “Miss Sweetheart 
of the U.M.A.S. (United Mexi-
can American Students) of Texas 
Tech.

*Remember When? Friona’s 
fleet of school buses were shown 
in front of the old red brick school 
building in the early 1920s. The 
late F. W. Reeve originated the 
bus system, buying the vehicles 
and leasing them to the school to 
begin with. Friona is reputed to 
have had the first school buses of 
any school in the state of Texas. 
The lettering on the buses read 
“Friona Consolidated School.”

*Some changes have been 
made in Diet Center of Friona 
personnel. The new assistant 
manager, Mary Joyce Barnett, is 
now in charge of one of the most 
colorful offices in town. Helping 
others has long been a hobby of 
Mary Joyce’s, so she will prob-
ably to a fantastic job of combin-
ing a hobby with a job.

*Several members of lo-
cal Girl Scout troops are plan-
ning trips to the World’s Fair in 
Knoxville, Tennessee this sum-
mer. Troop 383, whose sponsors 
are Betty Burnett, Carolyn Car-
son, Debbie Shirley, and Cherry 
Wells, is planning a cake auc-
tion at the Parmer County Junior 
Livestock Show Saturday.

dana jameson photo
Sue and James Procter celebrated their 72nd wedding anniversary on Monday, 
February 20. They are longtime residents of Friona. James and Sue were united 
in marriage on February 20, 1945. Congratulations!

Caring for a loved one with dementia can be a lone-
ly role, but a new online resource may help. The new 
program, known as Texas Cares, aims to provide well-
ness programs, transportation planning and engage-
ment in activities for dementia patients and education, 
support and assistance for family caregivers. Marcia 
Ory, PhD, regents and distinguished professor at the 
Texas A&M School of Public Health and Alan Ste-
vens, PhD, director of the Center for Applied Health 
Research at Baylor Scott & White Health jointly de-
veloped and will run this project, which has received 
$400,000 in funding.

Ory also serves as director of the Center for Popu-
lation Health and Aging at Texas A&M. Texas Cares 
aligns with the center’s mission, which is to improve 
the health of Texas’ aging population through applied 
and basic research, wellness promotion and disease 
prevention and development of evidence-based pro-
grams and technologies.

“This is indeed a unique partnership involving 
Texas A&M, Baylor Scott & White Health and the 
Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 
Disorders, all working together to make a difference 
in Alzheimer’s care,” Ory said. “Our goal is to reduce 
the burdens of care that are anticipated to only increase 
with the rapid aging of the Texas population, but the 
impact of this effort can be much larger with Texas 
Cares serving as a model for the nation.”

Family caregivers of dementia patients often work 
outside of the home, which can make caring for a 
family member with Alzheimer’s and other related 
conditions challenging. The Texas Care project aims 
to help those caregivers and the patients who rely on 
them through two new online resources that build 
on a wealth of information and resources from the 
Texas Alzheimer’s Research and Care Consortium 
(TARCC).

“All Texans should have access to educational 
information on Alzheimer’s disease and dementia, 

including specific information on how to locate lo-
cal services and supports,” Stevens said. “Although 
printed literature is widely available, new efforts are 
needed to provide online information and access to in-
dividualized support due to the growing demographic 
of internet-literate family caregivers.”

The first of these resources is a story-driven website 
that provides targeted health literacy information and 
resources on Alzheimer’s disease. Printed literature 
containing medical facts and information on how to 
find local services exists, but putting these resources in 
one place online makes the information more accessible 
and convenient for family caregivers with limited time.

The second resource is an online version of Re-
sources of Enhancing Alzheimer’s Caregiver Health 
(REACH II), which is a leading evidence-based fam-
ily caregiver support approach. This will give wider 
access to many of the tools that REACH II provides, 
such as individualized caregiver assessments and feed-
back and exercises to help build the skills needed to 
care for people with dementia.

“These resources will first undergo a pilot study, af-
ter which they will be made available to employees 
at Texas state-supported universities, with a future 
planned expansion to other state agencies and private 
employers,” said Ory. “Providing employed fam-
ily caregivers with these resources will benefit those 
workers and their employers as the additional respon-
sibilities of dementia care affect employee well being 
and lead many to retire early, impacting the work-
force.”

Through Texas Cares, the Texas A&M School of 
Public Health and Baylor Scott & White Health will 
promote new effective ways to support people with 
dementia and family caregivers. This project will 
apply and add to the research efforts of the TARCC, 
which is funded by the Texas Council on Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Related Disorders and part of the Darrell 
K Royal Texas Alzheimer’s Initiative.

Texas Cares

Texas A&M co-develops new online 
resource for dementia caregivers 

I am once again trying my 
hand at Town Talk. Ron has 
been a bit under the weather 
lately and I’m filling in until he 
feels better. Here I go again…
please be patient with me.

***
Do you have a closet full of 

shoes that you haven’t worn in 
a while? The Texas Youth Asso-
ciation is now accepting gently 
worn, used or new shoes to raise 
funds. Shoes can be dropped off 
at the Chamber Office or  Erika 
Carrillo and Rocio Carrasco 
will schedule a pick up. Erika 
can be reached at (806) 400-
6113 and Rocio at (806) 729-
7352. This is a good time to 
start your spring cleaning.

***
If you are in the mood for a 

good Mexican dinner and don’t 
want to cook come on out to 
St. Teresa’s Catholic Church 
in Friona on Sunday, March 5 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. They 
will be dishing up delicious 
beef enchiladas and tacos with 
all the fixings for just $12 for 

adults and $6 for children un-
der 10-years-old. 

***
The calendar is filling up 

between now and graduation 
with senior class activities and 
sporting events. From March 
to May the time seems to fly 
by. Check out the Community 
Calendar for upcoming events. 
We try to keep up with all the 
activities in and around Friona. 
Call us to add your event to the 
calendar.

***
It is Chamber Banquet time. 

Friona will have their awards 
banquet on March 7 at 6 p.m. at 
the Friona Community Center. 
This year the theme is Hawai-
ian. Come dressed for a Hawai-
ian good time. Tickets are on 
sale now at the Chamber office 
for $25 a person. No tickets 
will be sold at the door. There 
will be a Silent and a Live 
auction this year with enter-
tainment by 2017 Miss Friona 
Sydney Frye.

The Bovina awards banquet 

will be March 21 at 7 p.m. at 
the XIT Recreational Center. 

***
Talked to the new County 

Extension agents, Sergio Men-
dez and Wendy Case, at the Ag 
in the Classroom last Thurs-
day. They are settling into their 
jobs. Sergio will officially as-
sume his duties this Friday but 
he has been busy with stock-
shows in Fort Worth, San An-
gelo, and points farther south. 
If you need to contact Sergio or 
Wendy their office is in Bovina 
at 301 Hwy. 60 Ste. B. Give 
them a call at (806) 251-5121 
or (806) 251-5120 if you need 
their services.

***
West Texas A&M President 

Dr. Walter Wendler will be in 
Friona next Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
at FHS. His wife and staff will 
be with him to answer any 
questions and how they might 
best serve this area. Students, 
parents and the community is 
invited to come out and meet 
Dr. Wendler and find out how 

WTAMU could be the way to 
go.

***
We got a press release from 

State Senator Kel Seliger last 
week announcing his role of 
Governor for a Day. Appar-
ently, it is a tradition honoring 
the President Pro Tempore of 
the Texas Senate. He will be 
celebrating throughout Senate 
District 31 on Friday, February 
24.

All Governor for a Day 
events are come and go, free, 
and open to the public. He will 
begin his day with breakfast in 
Big Spring. Lunch will be held 
in Midland and an Ice Cream 
Social will be held in Odessa. 
Dinner is scheduled from 5:30-
8 p.m. in Amarillo at Young-
blood’s Café, 620 SW 16th Av-
enue. Sounds like a busy man 
and lots of food opportunities.

***
Speaking of food. Noticed 

on Facebook that Dr. and Mrs. 
Cash made a trip to New Mexi-
co and enjoyed a delicious meal 
at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitch-
en in Albuquerque. Looks like 
they had a good time enjoying 
the food and scenery.

***
Saw this while cruising 

through Facebook: Learn fly 
tying techniques for beginners 
and experienced anglers! This 
class meets for eight sessions 

on Tuesday evenings, Feb. 21 
through Apr. 18. Learn more 
and register at http://www.clo-
vis.edu/continuededucation/
flytying.aspx

Never really thought about it 
but this could be fun if you are 
a fisherman or have a fisher-
man in you life.

***
James and Sue Procter cel-

ebrated 72 years of wedded 
bliss on Monday, February 20. 
The were wed on February 20, 
1945. Congratulations James 
and Sue!

Also celebrating are Jessie 
and Alice Stone. They are cele-
brating 48 years together. Con-
gratulations Jessie and Alice!

***
I went to Chieftain Choices 

last Friday and learned a lot 
about our community. We are 
a community that is proud of 
our professions and willing to 
help the young people who are 
looking at their future plans. 
My advice to most of the stu-
dents I talked to was, “Find 
your passion! If you find that, 
your profession will not be just 
a job but something you love!” 

Great job Mrs. Hochstein 
and Mrs. Johnston. Because of 
you, the students now have an 
idea of what they want to be 
when they grow up. I hope this 
grows into a yearly event with 
all the gyms filled to capacity 

with presenters.
***
EXALT Student Ministries-

First Baptist Church Friona is 
getting ready for their “Win-
ter” Retreat which is coming 
up quickly! March 10-12! Cost 
is $40. Don’t miss out on this 
great weekend. 

***
Talked to Jeannie Martin on 

Tuesday after hearing about 
her accident on Monday. Fri-
ona EMS was transporting a 
patient to Northwest Texas 
Hospital in Amarillo. As they 
were headed down VFW road 
in Canyon, a car pulled out in 
front of them. Martin said she 
believes Jesus literally took 
the wheel after the impact be-
fore landing in a deep culvert. 
A doctor at NWTH said they 
were the luckiest people he had 
ever met. We need to remem-
ber when we see flashing lights 
and hear sirens to pull over and 
allow them to pass. EMS, po-
lice and fire departments are 
doing their jobs to save lives. 
Let us save their lives by re-
specting them when there are 
flashing lights and sirens. Re-
member, you could be the one 
they are transporting. By the 
way, Jeannie and Nik are doing 
fine, just a lot banged up and 
sore for now.

***
Until next week! Dana

This week we had a person to 
donate a very interesting piece of 
Americana to the Pioneer Heri-
tage Museum: a vintage cook-
book, but not just any cookbook.  
It is a “Wartime Conservation: 
Recipes and Notes” c. February 
1, 1918 published and distrib-
uted by the Exchange National 
Bank in Spokane, Washington.  

Things they were conserving 
included wheat, beef, fat, eggs, 
sugar and fuel mostly coal by 
using kerosene, cordwood, mill 
wood and ‘the ideal cooking 
fuel’--electricity.  We are some-
what familiar with WWII ration 
books because our parents dealt 
with rationing of sugar, rubber 
and coffee and we have prob-
ably seen ration books with the 
stamps.  

Among the notes are sample 
menus, daily calorie require-
ments for adult men 3,000 and 
women 2,400, substitutes for 
wheat, ideas for substitute in-

gredients in recipes such as soy-
beans for wheat, reducing the 
use of sugar by using honey, syr-
up or jellies and using oleomar-
garine for butter to conserve fat. 

The book is in good condition 
for something almost 100 years 
old.  The most unusual conser-
vation method was the storing of 
fresh eggs in something called 
water glass, a compound added 
to water,  as many as 30 eggs at 
a time for extended periods of 
time.  Conservation was only 
for the freshest eggs, unwashed, 
but clean and only infertile eggs.  
My mother sometimes saved a 
yolk for later by adding it to a 
glass of water after having used 
the egg white, but nothing like 
this.

Listed are menus for wheat-
less dinners, the use of puddings 
including rice, tapioca, or corn-
meal and quick breads using po-
tatoes corn, rice, oats or barley.  
There is also a newspaper clip-

ping from a January 19, 1917 
Kansas City newspaper for Date 
Loaf Candy.  That has to be a 
good recipe because I have seen 
and heard of it in multiple vin-
tage recipes and/or cookbooks.  
Interesting….

The dates for WWI are July 
18, 1914 – November 11, 1918 
and and what followed it? The 
1918 Flu Epidemic after all the 
American soldiers came home 
from Europe having been ex-
posed to the Spanish Influenza-
-another story entirely.  500 mil-
lion exposed worldwide and 50 
to 100 million deaths. A soldier 
in Fort Riley Kansas reported to 
the infirmary with what later be-
came known as the Spanish Flu.  

From a period children’s song:  
“There was a little girl, and she 
had a little bird, and she called 
it by the pretty name of Enza; 
but one day it flew away, but it 
didn’t go to stay, for when she 
raised the window, in-flu-Enza.”
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Retired Teachers Update
By Connie Slagle

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced recently he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems 
and special purpose taxing districts 
$858.6 million in local sales tax al-
locations for February, 1 percent 
less than in February 2016. These 
allocations are based on sales 
made in December by businesses 
that report tax monthly; October, 
November and December sales by 

quarterly filers; and 2016 sales by 
businesses that report tax annually.

“The cities of Houston, Midland 
and San Antonio saw noticeable 
decreases in sales tax allocations,” 
Hegar said. “The cities of Round 
Rock, Frisco and Irving saw no-
ticeable increases in sales tax al-
locations.”

Bovina will receive a payment 
of $14,685.40, which is an increase 

of 4.05 percent as compared to the 
2016 payment $14,133.17. To-date 
Bovina has received $28,491.65, 
which is an increase of 15.83 per-
cent from the 2016 payments of 
$24,597.50.

Farwell will receive a payment 
of $12,542.14, which is an increase 
of 4.36 percent as compared to 
the 2016 payment of $12,018.03. 
To-date Farwell has received 

$21,851.20, which is an increase 
of 1.04 percent over the 2016 pay-
ments of $21,625.55.

Friona will receive a payment 
of $37,094.73, which is a decrease 
of -6.69 percent as compared to 
the 2016 payment of $41,901.62. 
To-date Friona has received 
$69,051.02, which is a decrease of 
-2.08 percent over the 2016 pay-
ments of $70,519.99.

Local tax receipts take a downward turn

Representatives of Parmer County Retired Teachers and Service 
Personnel braved a cold and rainy morning to meet with Hereford 
Retired Educators on Monday, February 13.  TRTA retirement edu-
cation committee member Treasure Brasher discussed the differ-
ence in Defined Contribution and Defined Benefit retirement plans.

In the Defined Contribution plan, the employee contributes a set 
amount of money each pay period. The amount contributed and any 
profits made on those contributions will become available upon re-
tirement.  The financial risk is placed on the employee and his abil-
ity to make good investment decisions.  If the return on retirement 
savings is weak or the employee lives longer than planned, he risks 
not having enough income to survive through retirement. 

In the Defined Benefit plan, an employee is guaranteed a pre-de-
termined payment at the time of retirement based upon the amount 
of time he works for an employer prior to retirement.  He cannot 
outlive his benefits, and he can choose options in which his ben-
efits transfer to survivors upon his death.  Funds are managed by 
TRS investment professionals, and the employee does not pay for 
every transaction.  This is the retirement plan in effect for current 
retirees.

It is especially important that active teachers investigate the dif-
ferences in these two plans, and they, along with retirees, contact 
legislators stating their preference.

The next meeting of PCRTSP will be on March 7 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Friona Interbank community room.  Tabitha Carthel will pres-
ent the program.  All retirees and guests are invited to attend.

Retired Teachers alert 
for active educators

Warranty deeds are reported by the County Clerk’s Office from 
the week of February 9 through February 15, 2017:

Ollie Pearl Taylor-Elwanda Campbell, L11-12 B11 OT Friona.
Gallman Payloader Service, Inc.-Gallman Cattle, Inc., 12.41 Ac. 

S11 Doud and Keefer.
Joann Schell Mullins Gavin and Donald F. Gavin-David White 

and Paula White, L7-9 B35 OT Farwell.
Sherley Anderson Grain LP and Sherley Anderson Grain Man-

agement, LLC.-Cow Country Farms Partners, Kevin Schueler and 
Monty Schueler, S280 Ac. of the S/2 S29 T2N R2E CSS, S/2 S30 
T2N R2E CSS, S/2 S31 T2N R2E CSS, All S32 T2N R2E CSS, All 
S33 T2N R2E CSS, NE/4 S35 T2N R1E CSS, All S36 T2N R1E 
CSS, All E/2 S26 T2N R1E CSS, All S25 T2N R1E CSS, NW/4 
S31 T2N R2E CSS, NE/4 S31 T2N R2E CSS.

Banquet tickets on sale now

courtesy photo
FHS Head Baseball Coach Jesus Quiroz, right, spoke 
to the Friona Noon Lions Thursday, February 16. 
Also pictured are Friona Noon Lion Andy Montana 
and Club Sweetheart Kendall Barnett.

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
February 14, 2017
Nubia Rascon, 22, of Clovis, NM, was arrested by the Sheriff’s 

Office on a motion to revoke (failure to identify). The case is pending 
in County Court.

Jeramia Velasquez, 18, of Muleshoe, was arrested by the Sheriff’s 
Office on a charge of failure to identify. The case is pending in Coun-
ty Court.

Stephanie Mendoza, 38, of Farwell, was arrested by the Sheriff’s 
Office on a motion to revoke (possession of marijuana less than two 
ounces). The case is pending in County Court

February 15, 2017
Draven Lafuente, 19, of Dimmitt, was arrested by the Sheriff’s 

Office on a Castro County warrant. Lafuente posted bond and was 
released.

February 18, 2017
Judy Cumpian, 28, of Friona, was arrested by the Friona Police 

Department on a charge of assault. The case is pending in County 
Court.

February 19, 2017
Elizar Delacruz, Jr., 34, of Bovina, was arrested by the Sheriff’s 

Office on a charge of driving while license invalid. The case is pend-
ing in County Court.

Jesus Valadez, 24, of Muleshoe, was arrested by the Sheriff’s Of-
fice on a charge of driving while intoxicated 3rd or more. The case is 
pending before the Grand Jury.

Francisco Borga, 50, of Farwell, was arrested by the Sheriff’s Of-
fice on a charge of criminal trespass. The case is pending in County 
Court.

February 20, 2017
Christopher Burrus, 46, of Canyon, was arrested by the Depart-

ment of Public Safety on a Deaf Smith County warrant. Burrus is 
pending transport.

The Friona Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture is extending an 
invitation for the public to attend the 61st Annual Awards Banquet on 
Tuesday, March 7 at 6 p.m. Tickets may be purchased at the Chamber 
Office. Tickets are $25 in advance only. Tickets will not be sold at 
the door.

U.S. Government
President-elect: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-
1111, fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005.

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capitol 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

ON YOUR PAYROLL
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101 North Third 251-1442

250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbankus.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035
(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

First Bank Bovina
Member, FDIC

Equal Housing Lender

Cargill
Cattle Feeders
806-225-4400
A Cargill Company
PO BOX 150  Bovina, Texas

East Highway 60 
Box 519
Phone: 250-2791
Friona TX 79035

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

We are here to serve you with Old Values 
and New Visions. Come by and see us and 
let us help you with your banking needs

Member FDIC- Equal Housing Lender

301 W. 3rd
Hereford TX
806-363-2265

710 W. 11th
Friona TX
806-250-2900

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres/Heritage Estates
Quality Care • Assisted Living

Ron Clark
Administrator
806-250-3922

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor Bobby Broughton
CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade

www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid • 575-693-6381

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

1517 Main St. • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
16th & Cleveland • 806-250-2871
Father Anthony Swamy Aakula

TEMPLO BAUTISTA
403 Woodland • 575-693-6381

Pastor Ruben Rivera

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Union Congregational Church

1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635
Rev. Joe Schulte

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington

806-250-2207
Pastor Robert Kerby

Website-www.thevictory.tv

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH
205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Father Anthony Swamy 
Aakula

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of 

the Firstborn
102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA

103 1st Street
806-251-5232

Pastor Rafael Marin

By JEFF PROCTER, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables
Mountain Tops 

and Valleys

By TEENA HUGHS
~We are called to be Holy~

~Psalm 24~
Worship the King

BRETT HOYLE, Pastor, First Baptist Church

~OBITUARIES~

Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27 NIV

Coinciding with Women’s History Month and  “The Great War” 
exhibitions at PPHM that commemorate the centennial anniversary 
of the United States’ entry into World War I, PPHM will be hosting 
“Women in the Great War.” Women in the Great War is co-presented 
by the West Texas A&M University History and Gender Studies De-
partments.

Join us as we explore the lesser told story of The Great War and 
discuss the female influence on World War I, Saturday, March 11 
from 10 a.m. to noon. The panelists for this event include: Dr. Kristin 
Kuhlmann, associate professor of nursing, Dr. Jean Stuntz, professor 
of history, Becky Livingston, PPHM curator of history, Melissa Gris-
wold, World War I Researcher. Each panelist will bring a unique per-
spective including a nurse’s view on World War I and how women’s 
societal roles changed during this war.

This program is part of World War I and America, a two-year na-
tional initiative of Library of America presented in partnership with 
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, the National 
World War I Museum and Memorial, and other organizations, with 
generous support from The National Endowment for the Humanities.

For more information about this event visit panhandleplains.org.

Women in the Great War at PPHM

Valrie Holcomb Coon
Do you worship the King?  Psalm 24 resonates with the fact that 

God is worthy of our worship.  Verses 1-2 opens by proclaiming God 
as CEO (creator, establisher, owner) of everything and everyone.  
You don’t get a say in that, but that is simply the way it is, which is 
amazing when you consider this majestic world we live in.  

Worshipping the King, though, is not just acknowledging Him as 
the creator and owner, but drawing near to Him.  In fact, v3 asks, 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And who shall stand in His 
holy place?”  The answer is “He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart,” (v4).  This may not sound like a big deal, but it really is, be-
cause none of us are pure before the Lord due to the reality of our sin.  
Thankfully though, God has even made a way for us to conquer our 
sin, and be forgiven of it, receiving “clean hands and a pure heart” 
through Jesus Christ.  You see, all this talk about worshipping Jesus 
Christ, probably doesn’t make sense if you are lost, but for those 
who are saved, your entire being ought to resonate with the desire to 
worship the Lord.  Just as a thirsty deer pants for water, or a newborn 
baby craves its mother’s milk, so too should the believer’s heartbeat 
be to worship our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Studying Leviticus and Numbers in Community Bible Study has 
been a tremendous journey.  Each week I am more amazed by God 
as the Israelites journey to the Promised Land.  

In Leviticus 11:45, God told the Israelites, “For I, the LORD am 
the one who brought you up from the land of Egypt, that I might 
be your God.  Therefore, you must be holy because I am holy.”  In 
Leviticus 20:7-8, He instructs Moses to tell the Israelites, “So, set 
yourselves apart to be holy, for I am the LORD your God.  Keep all 
my decrees by putting them into practice, for I am the LORD who 
makes you holy.”  

Whenever I hear the word holy, I usually think of purity, and one 
of the definitions I found was “spiritually pure: Godly.”  However, 
the first definition I found said holy is being “set apart to the service 
of God.”  CBS ladies define holy with the word distinct.

There is only one God, and He is set apart and distinct because 
there is none other like Him.  Yet, He wants each of us to be set apart 
from the world like He is.  He wants us to be different, to stand out, 
to be known and recognized as a believer.  That requires a lot on our 
part.  It means what the Scripture says:  practice doing what God 
says to do.  

In today’s world, with bullying and making fun of people in social 
media, the news media, and any other way someone can imagine, it 
is easier to “fit in” with everyone than to stand up and stand out for 
God.  However, the world is in desperate need of people who are 
willing to be set apart for God; to be His light in a dark world; to 
teach others how to be holy and hold them accountable.  Holy people 
cannot let the world’s opinions of them deter them from what God 
requires; they must depend on God for the strength, wisdom, knowl-
edge, and words to be distinctive and set apart in the world.

How many of us are willing to be holy; to take a risk and live our 
lives set apart for God; to do what God says?  It is our choice, but 
we all know what God wants us to do.  Are we going to be obedient?

Jimmy Lance Estes
Valrie Holcomb Coon, of 

Seminole, passed away Tuesday, 
February 14, 2017 in Lubbock. 
Funeral services were conducted 
Saturday, February 18 in the First 
Baptist Church in Seminole with 
Sean Decker officiating and as-
sisted by Rev. Joe Stewart. In-
terment followed in the Lamesa 
Memorial Park in Lamesa with 
services under the direction 
Ratliff Funeral Home of Semi-
nole. 

Valrie was born December 
27, 1922 in Mt. Vernon, Texas 
in Franklin County to Clarence 
and Exa Laws Holcomb. They 
moved to Martin County in 1927 
where they farmed. Valrie at-
tended many schools and gradu-
ated from Klondike High School 
in 1939. She also received her 
Cosmetology license from Har-
ris Beauty College in Lubbock 
in 1941. 

Valrie married Nelson Coon 
on December 18, 1941 in Daw-
son County, where they farmed 
with his dad for one year be-
fore Nelson joined the Army Air 
Force. He was stationed in Big 
Springs at Webb Air Force Base, 
with schooling in Midland. Val-
rie worked in the Blackstone Ho-
tel Beauty Shop in Big Springs 
and the Scharbauer Hotel Beauty 
Shop in Midland, to be with Nel-
son. 

After Nelson got his discharge 
in 1945 they moved to Martin 
County where they farmed until 
1955, before moving to Parmer 

County where Nelson farmed 
and Valrie operated her own 
Beauty Shop until 1962. In 1962, 
they moved to Gaines County 
and farmed for three years be-
fore moving into Seminole. Val-
rie again had a Beauty Shop in 
their home until 1978 when she 
became a Cosmetology Instruc-
tor and taught Cosmetology at 
Seminole High School for thir-
teen years. Valrie was a member 
of the First Baptist Church, the 
Martha Sunday School Class and 
the Llano Estacado Porcelain 
Arts Club.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband and a baby sister, 
Lonnie Durene.

Valrie is survived by two sons, 
Craig Coon and his wife Mary 
Ann of Fayetteville, Arkansas 
and Rickey Coon and his wife 
Ruth of Seminole; 7 grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren; and 
11 great-great-grandchildren. 

Jimmy Lance Estes, 52, of 
Bovina, died Thursday, Febru-
ary 16, 2017 in Bovina. Funeral 
services were held Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19, 2017 at the First Bap-
tist Church in Bovina with Rev. 
Brian Mullins, pastor, officiating. 
Burial followed in the Bovina 
Cemetery by Blackwell-Mullins 
Funeral Home of Friona.

Lance was born March 23, 
1964 in Torrance, California to 
Kenneth Wayne and Selma Ruth 
Groveunder Estes. Lance was 
an educator with a Masters De-
gree in Education Administra-
tion. He loved all kinds of music 
and loved to sing, he was an art-
ist and loved to draw, and was a 
member of First Baptist Church 
in Bovina.

He is preceded in death by his 
mother.

Survivors include three sons, 
Ashton Estes and wife Kara, and 
Alec Estes, all of Lubbock, and 
Nathan Estes of Amarillo; his 
father, Kenneth Estes and wife 
Ofelia of Bovina; four brothers,  
Kenneth Estes Jr. and wife Judy 
of Midland, Matthew Estes Craig 

of Hornbeck, California, Chris 
Estes and wife Heather of Sugar-
land, Texas and Aaron Estes and 
wife Brandi of Benbrook, Texas; 
two sisters, Krysta Sanchez and 
husband Mario of Amarillo and 
Teri Serenbetz and husband Scott 
of Auburn, Calif.

You may sign the online reg-
ister at www.blackwellmullins.
comSt. Teresa’s Catholic Church of Friona will host their annual Mexi-

can Dinner on Sunday, March 5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. They will be 
serving up beef enchiladas, tacos, rice, beans, chip, salsa and home-
made desserts. Prices will be $12 for adults and $6 for children 10 
and under.

Make plans and mark your calendars to attend this delicious meal.

St. Teresa’s Mexican 
Dinner March 5

For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

I was 21 years old and wet behind the ears in many ways. I was a 
counselor at a Christian summer camp for eight weeks. During one 
of those weeks, I had a young man in my cabin that was a bit of a 
loner. On the second night during a thunderstorm, he ran out of the 
cabin and headed up the side of the mountain next to our cabin yell-
ing something about Satan. I got him back to the cabin where the rest 
of my guys were wide eyed. 

Some of the adults wanted to send him home. I dismissed that 
notion and just told them he would stay with me. On our walk, we 
found a rock and sat down and he began to talk. His head hung low 
and he began to break apart a large leaf and drop the pieces on the 
ground. A little mouse came up and started eating the pieces and 
we both watched, but he continued to share struggle and darkness, I 
could hardly comprehend. The longer we talked the more the little 
mouse just sat there eating. After about an hour we had a prayer and 
went back to camp. 

He felt better and I let him rejoin the group. I had to run to town 
and when I got back I was met by several adults telling me how he 
had got up during chapel and apologized for scaring everyone. They 
asked me what I said to him. I smiled and said, “Nothing, I just lis-
tened and he fed a mouse.”

I think we all have mountain tops that inspire us and valleys 
that grip us with fear. What I continue to learn as that I don’t listen 
enough. God taught me that with a little mouse who said nothing 
because its mouth was full and a boy struggling to find his way. 

I wish I could tell you the rest of that story, but after that week I 
never saw that young man again. Maybe someday, I trust that to God. 
Here is the short of it for me. We all have ups and downs that is how 
life goes. Most of the time, I need to put something in my mouth and 
open my ears. So, take some time and listen to those in the valley. 
It may be a friend or your own child, but listen that they may find 
their way.
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2017 Friona Kids Inc & Parmer Co Babe Ruth Baseball  

Registration Form 
Games will start April 24, 2017 

Player Information 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS_______________________________ DOB_____/_____/______AGE (as of May 1st)__________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME______________________________CONTACT NUMBER__________________ 
 
Uniform Size (Players need to provide own baseball pants) 

SHIRT:    Youth: S__M__L__XL__            ADULT:   S__M__L__XL__2XL___ 

We need parent participation to help with coaching. (Coaches Meeting‐Friday, March 10th) 

_______YES, I will help coach.     Name__________________________ Cell Phone#_________________ 

Registration Deadline Fri, Feb 24th. No late forms after 2/24 will be accepted. 

Registration Fee (Make checks payable to Friona Kids Inc.) 

League                                                     Age                                   Uniform Included                                          Fee                        
       T‐Ball                                       4, 5 & 6 years old                         Shirt & Cap                                                    $30 
       Coach Pitch                              7 & 8 years old                            Shirt & Cap                                                   $35 
       Minor                                       9 & 10 years old                           Shirt & Cap                                                   $40 
       Major (Babe Ruth League)   11 & 12 years old*                       Shirt & Cap                                                   $55 
          *(as of May 1st, copy of birth certificate required) 

The deadline to return completed form with registration fee is by Friday, February 24th AT 3:00 PM to the Friona Primary 
Office or the Friona Elementary Office. For any questions, contact:  

Tonia Abarca @ (806)240‐2943 or Jamie Lewellen @ (806)206‐0743. 

Major (Babe Ruth League) Contact Eric Geske (830) 370‐2469 

Parental Authorization I/we, parent(s) or guardian(s) of the above named candidate for a position on a Friona Kids Inc. team, hereby give my 
/ our approval for child’s participation in any and all league activities during the current season. I / we assume all risks and hazards incidental to 
such participation, including transportation to and from the activities; and do hereby waive, release, absolve and agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless the local league organization, Friona Kids Inc; the organizers, sponsors, supervisors, participants and persons transporting the child to and 
from activities ,for any claim arising out of an injury to the child. I/we also grant permission to the managing personnel or other league 
representatives to authorize and obtain medical care from any licensed physician, hospital or medical clinic should the child become ill or injured 
while participating in league activities away from home, or at other times when neither parent/guardian is available to grant authorization for 
emergency treatment. I/we agree to return upon request, uniforms and other equipment issued to child in as good a condition as when we 
received, with the exception of normal wear and tear.  I/we will furnish a certified birth certificate of the above named candidate upon request by 
league officials. 

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN_________________________________________________________   

Xcel Energy announced this week a first-of-its-
kind partnership with the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration to research the safe operation of drone technol-
ogy to inspect critical infrastructure. The agreement 
involves using unmanned aircraft systems to inspect 
more than 20,000 miles of Xcel Energy transmission 
lines in 10 states. The data collected from diverse 
climates, conditions and geographies will be used by 
the federal agency to secure the nation’s airspace now 
and in the future.

“We’re proud to partner with the FAA to explore 
ways unmanned aircraft systems can enhance public 
safety while protecting the national grid and gas pipe-
lines,” said Kent Larson, Xcel Energy’s executive vice 
president and group president of operations. “Drone 
technology is already giving us better inspection data 
to efficiently and effectively monitor our systems, en-
suring employee safety and improving reliability to 
better serve customers.”

Among the goals of the “Partnership for Safety 

Plan,” is to shape future FAA policies for safe and 
routine beyond visual-line-of-sight operations to in-
spect the electrical grid. In 2017, Xcel Energy plans 
at least one beyond visual-line-of-sight mission using 
drone technology along transmission lines in a rural 
area. The FAA and Xcel Energy will plan and develop 
safety measures and evaluate outcomes.

Xcel Energy has previously worked with the FAA to 
advance UAS guidelines for the energy sector. During 
the past three years, Xcel Energy has conducted more 
than a dozen outdoor missions using drone technology 
including a beyond visual-line-of-sight flight in 2016. 

Last year, Xcel Energy began a year-long research 
project in partnership with the state of North Dakota, 
the University of North Dakota and other partners to 
use drone technology to assess damage after severe 
weather events. The company is sharing its operational 
and safety data with the FAA and the Edison Electric 
Institute, an association that represents all U.S. inves-
tor-owned electric companies.

Xcel Energy and FAA partner on safety

Buying a home or property is 
always a little stressful. How-
ever, buying a home or prop-
erty in the country where there 
are little or no city services can 
be extremely stressful!

The electric co-op can sup-
ply electricity.  The gas com-
pany can bring natural gas to 
your home.  But who is going 
to supply water on your acre-
age?  Most rural homes are 
supplied by groundwater from 
private wells. This is where 
the High Plains Underground 

Water Conservation District 
(HPWD) can help.

Since its creation, HPWD 
has monitored changes in 
aquifer levels within its ser-
vice area.  Each winter, Dis-
trict staff measure water levels 
in more than 1,400 privately-
owned wells in the observa-
tion well network.  The mea-
surements are compared to 
those of the previous year to 
determine the rise or decline 
in the water table.

HPWD staff can calcu-

Buying a property? 
HPWD can help with groundwater questions
By Keith Whitworth, Field Technician Supervisor

FLiP Lesson 22 
 
 

 

Across 
2. odd or eccentric action 
6. soon to occur; approaching 
8. feebleness; illness; weakness; shortcoming 
10. to feel overjoyed; to be in high spirits 
 
Down 
1. especially sensitive; easily affected by something 
3. to seek a higher goal 
4. thin and bony; lean 
5. igniting; lighting 
7. face of a cliff; steep place 
9. payment; compensation 

Friona Literacy Project Lesson 23

Across
4. courageous; brave; fearless
5. pale or sickly; pallid
6. to move in a heaving fashion, like a wave
7. capable of being heard; detectable by ear
8. to outline; to explain or describe
9. to separate from; to remove
10. state of confusion or disorientation

Down
1. rhythmic throbbing; vibration
2. trembling motion
3. astonishment; amazement

Monday
Breakfast: Cereal, donuts, 

apple juice, pears, milk
Lunch: Popcorn chicken, roll, 

mashed potatoes, cheese toma-
toes, peaches, milk

Tuesday
Breakfast: Cereal, pancakes, 

orange pineapple juice, apples, 
milk

late the amount of saturated 
thickness beneath a property 
by comparing the water level 
measurement to the depth of 
the base of the aquifer. These 
water level and saturated thick-
ness data are available using 
the interactive “all-in-one” 
map feature on the HPWD 
website (map.hpwd.org)

When looking at prospective 
property, we encourage you to 
go to the interactive map fea-
ture, zoom in to the area of in-
terest, and click on observation 
wells in the area to view the 
depth to water, saturated thick-
ness, and depth to the base of 
the aquifer information.

Observation wells are spaced 
approximately three miles 
apart—so there is a good like-
lihood that there will not be 
one on the property of inter-
est. However, you can estimate 
the depth to water by looking 
at data from several nearby ob-
servation wells.

The interactive maps have 
a tab which allows access to 
water well drillers’ logs. Ac-
cessing this will allow the pub-
lic to view the depth to water 
and determine the depth of the 
formation. This process should 
help estimate the saturated 
thickness of the aquifer in most 
areas.

If there are still questions 
concerning the depth to water 
and there are existing water 
wells on the property, HPWD 
staff can measure the depth to 
water in the wells, if the cur-
rent landowner grants permis-
sion to do so.

HPWD staff are always ready 
to help you evaluate the water 
under the property or proper-
ties you are interested in pur-
chasing.  Feel free to stop by 
the HPWD office at 2930 Av-
enue Q in Lubbock or call us at 
(806) 762-0181 for assistance/
information.

 
Notice of Property for Sealed Bid Sale 

City of Bovina 
Bovina Fire Department Training Hall located at 804 Boyce Street, 

Bovina Texas 
LOT 1 BLOCK 88 TRACT TWO ORIGINAL TOWNSITE CITY OF BOVINA PARMER COUNTY TEXAS  

SAID TRACTS BEING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

TRACT TWO 

BEGINNING AT A SET REBAR FOR THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID SURVEY TRACT AND 
SAID LOT 1, BLOCK 88 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE TO BOVINA THENCE N38’41’58” ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 1, A DISTANCE OF 88.0 FEET TO A SET REBAR FOR THE 
NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID TRACT; THENCE N51”21” E PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID LOT 1. A DISTANCE OF 150.0 FEET TO A SET REBAR FOR THE NORTHEASTERLY 
CORNER OF SAID SURVEY TRACT; THENCE S38’41’58E ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 1, A 
DISTANCE OF 88.0 FEET TO A SET REBAR FOR THE SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID SURVEY 
TRACT AND SAID LOT 1; THENCE S51’21’W ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE OF LOT 1, A DISTANCE OF 
150.0 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING. SAID SURVEY TRACT CONTAINS 
13,200.00 SQUARE FEET OF LAND  

Property Building Is: Approximately 1,400 Sq. Ft. Has kitchen, Bathroom, and large office space, 
Brand New Central heating and air unit, and new plumbing.  

The City of Bovina Will Begin Accepting sealed bids Starting Monday, February 6, 2017. 
Deadline for submitting bids will be Monday, March 20, at 5 pm. Bids should be sent to Bovina 
City Hall Attn. Lesley Gama, P.O. Box 720, Bovina, Texas or, dropped off at City Hall, 205 North 

St., Bovina, Texas. 

The Property is sold as is. The City of Bovina Reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids 

School Menu
February 27--March 3

Lunch: Chicken fried steak, roll, 
corn, green beans, mixed fruit, milk
Wednesday

Breakfast: Cereal, English muf-
fin, grape juice, banana, milk

Lunch: Fish, cheese broccoli, 
cole slaw, oranges, milk

Thursday
Breakfast: Cereal, sausage pizza, 

orange juice, diced peaches, milk

Lunch: Taco salad, Ranch style 
beans, mixed California veggies, 
fruit salad, milk

Friday
Breakfast: Cereal, apple Fru-

del, fruit punch juice, apple-
sauce, milk

Lunch: Cheese pizza, carrot 
sticks, lettuce & tomato salad, 
fruity gelatin, milk



The VVS Cafeteria at the Cargill Plant in Friona, TX is hiring 
for both shifts.

Positions include: am Cooks, pm Cashiers
Competitive starting pay. NO SUNDAYS OR HOLIDAYS. 

Full Time Hours and Benefits Available. Must pass drug screen/
background check.

Apply in person at 1530 US 60, Friona, TX inside Cargill 
Plant in cafeteria ask for Carol or apply online at vvscanteen.
com, click on careers and follow instructions.

2tc:2.16-2.23

CAFETERIA HELPER

FRIONA

REDUCED: 4/2/2 Country Brick Home with barn  
on 2 acres, metal roof, cent. h&a, fp, basement, 
septic, fenced yard, nice patio......................$165,000

REDUCED: 3/3/2 Brick w/3 yr old central heat  
& air, fireplace, new windows, stor. bldg in fenced 
backyard, very nice......................................$150,000

3/2 Brick Country Home w/2 acres, double 
carport, metal roof, converted garage, new septic 
system...........................................................$140,000

3/2/2 Brick w/central h&a, fireplace, (2)storage 
bldgs, fenced, close to hospital...................$129,500

REDUCED: 3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, wood burning 
stove, (2) stor. bldgs, patio, sprinkler front & back, 
extra lot, metal fence....................................$119,500

COMMERCIAL

Great Income Producing Business in Parmer 
County....................................................Call for Info

APPROX. 10 acres w/multiple rentals and good 
income producing property....................Call for info

SOLD

2/3/2 Brick w/central h&a, fireplace, basement, 
sprinkler, attic storage, new roof, fenced yard..SOLD

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

806-250-2745
102 E. 11th Friona

Holly Campbell 
Broker/Owner

frionarealestate.com

Sales 
Associates:Property

Associates
Realtors

Let us sell your property!

Mike Chaney
806-265-7605

George Rushing
806-265-7037

Kevin Cooper
806-240-5468

Help Wanted

The 

frionaonline.com

is on the Web!
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tfnc

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

tfnc

Residential/Commercial 
overhead garage door 

or opener repair or 
replacement.

 35 years in business.
Also for concealed 

handgun classes
call Toby Turpen

@364-6362
pd:6.30-6.29.17

Tires, Oil Change, Inspections
Charles Oil & Gas, Inc.

Bovina, TX
(806) 251-1284

tfn:7.7.16

Service Manager 
Position

“Serving Western 
Texas and Eastern 

New Mexico”

Monday-Saturday
(806) 251-1284

tfn 8.18

Food Service
& Store Clerks

All shifts

205 Gardner Bovina, TX

Tire service &
oil change

Steady work, good pay

tfn.8.18

Shop Technicians 
NEEDED

(806) 251-1284 or
205 Gardner
Bovina, TX

Drivers CDL-A: OTR runs!
Paid weekly! Hometime varies.

Pneumatic trailers.
Good driving record req’d.

319-754-1944 x112
2tc:2.9-2.16

Farms/Ranches For Sale
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY – the only welding, machine & repair 
company currently in business in Dimmitt, Texas, w/full blown retail 
sales & repair shop fully equipped, ample space for equipment & 
vehicles to be repaired & parked, excellent location on major hwy. – due 
to death of owner spouse is motivated!
CASTRO CO., TX. – 501 SE 2nd - Industrial Building with additional 
vacant lots. Concrete/Metal/Steel structure with over 10,000sqft includes 
a Store Front, Office, Bathroom, Storage and Workshop with concrete 
floor, electricity, heaters, two overhead doors and an additional semi-
enclosed storage area on the north side of building.
G BAR FARM – Tuc., NM, 194 ac. +/-, well improved w/home, barns, 
pens, 138.6 ac. Arch Hurley conservation district water rights, well suited 
for combination farm/livestock operation!
DAWN 450 - 450.5 ac. +/-, approx. one mile south of Dawn, 215 ac. 
dryland, 235 ac. improved & native grass, one Ogallala well & one Santa 
Rosa/Dockum well.
CASTRO CO. – 3,764 ac. +/- in 3 partials of 1,705 +/-, 1,715 +/- & 344 
+/- acres,  sprinkler irr. together w/1,744 ac. +/- drip irr., all irr. wells on 
electricity, well suited for grains w/4 bale per acre cotton possible. Father 
& son ownership, excellent farmers, will cash lease the farm(s) back! 
Individual farms can be sold separately.
PRICE REDUCED! SAN ANGELO AREA – 743.4 ac. +/- of good 
ranch country w/year-round creek & excellent hunting, located on all 
weather road.
MOTIVATED TO SELL – King Co., TX. – 330 acres +/- with excellent 
quail & whitetail hunting. Hunting cabin. CRP until 2019. PRICE 
REDUCED!
DONLEY CO., TX.  – 160 ac. +/- CRP. Good hunting. Irrigation 
potential.
MINERALS/STRONG WATER/PERRYTON, TX. – 830 ac. +/- 
just out-of-town & adjacent to a city owned property, on all-weather 
road, beautiful home, tremendous potential for irrigation or residential 
development. 
FOR SALE OR LEASE - 30,000 HD. FEED YARD – Southeast Texas 
Panhandle, close to Texas & Kansas packers. Call or email for details!!!!
ATTN. TX LAND OWNERS – Seller of OK ranches is very motivated 
to buy or trade for ranch or farm land between Dallas & Houston/Coast 
area. For sale  or trade Pontotoc/Coal Co., OK – three good, solid ranches 
just out of Ada in close proximity, one to the other (one owner -779 ac. 
+/-, 1,370 ac. +/-, 974 ac. +/-), good useable improvements, on pvmt. or 
good all-weather roads. 
Please view our websites for details on these properties, choice NM, CO 
& TX  ranches (large & small), choice ranches in the high rainfall areas 
of OK, irr./dryland/CRP & commercial properties. We need your listings 
on any types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
www.texascrp.com 

 Ben G. Scott – Broker
Krystal M. Nelson – NM Qualifying Broker

800-933-9698

 

 

The Parmer County SWCD  
Windbreak and Shade 
Tree Sale has begun!!! 
Call 806-481-3311 x3 

FREE CLEAN
MOVING & WARDROBE

BOXES.
Call 810-931-4723

CDL drivers,
mechanics, welders. 

Please come by
1782 Highway 214
Friona TX, or call
Peter 806-341-5036

tfn.2.16

Now Hiring
Full Time

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
FRIONA, TX 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 
Qualifications 

 Proficient in Microsoft Office Software, Keyboard, 10-Key 
 Ability to Multi-Task and Stay Well Organized 
 Represent the Business in a Professional Manner 
 Work well in a Team Atmosphere 

Responsibilities 
 Processing Information Flow through Office 
 Scanning Documents 
 Update and Maintain Dairy/Farm Records 
 Provide Clerical Support  
 Answer Phone 

Work Schedule 
 Full-time  

Compensation 
 Competitive Pay 
 401K Benefit 
 Health Insurance 

 
 

If interested in a team atmosphere and contributing to the business’ success, 
please contact us at (806)265-3310 or email careers@blueskyfarms.com 
 
 
 

Lesson 22 (February 13 – February 17) 

1.  aspire (v.) 
 

to seek a higher goal 

2.  exult (v.) 
 

to feel overjoyed; to be in high spirits 

3.  gaunt (adj.) 
 

thin and bony; lean 

4.  impending (adj.) 
 

soon to occur; approaching 

5.  infirmity (n.) 
 

feebleness; illness; weakness; shortcoming 

6.  kindling (v.) 
 

igniting; lighting 

7.  precipice (n.) 
 

face of a cliff; steep place 

8.  recompense (n.) 
 

payment; compensation 

9.  susceptible (adj.) 
 

especially sensitive; easily affected by something 

10.  vagary (n.) 
 

odd or eccentric action 

 

FLiP Lesson 23 - Word List
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With many producers in the 
northern High Plains consider-
ing planting cotton this year, 
some for the first time, one Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice agronomist is advising that 
optimizing irrigation and fertility 
will be important to their bottom 
line.

Dr. Jourdan Bell, AgriLife 
Extension agronomist in Ama-
rillo, recently spoke at the High 
Plains Irrigation Conference, and 
will repeat her Cotton Produc-
tion 101 presentation twice this 
week – at 1 p.m. Feb. 21 at Wolf 
Creek Heritage Museum, state 
Highway 305 in Lipscomb, and 
10 a.m. Feb. 23 at Ag Producers 
Agronomy Barn, 919 Liberal St. 
in Dalhart.

AgriLife Extension entomolo-
gist Dr. Ed Bynum, Amarillo, 
will also be on hand to discuss 
cotton insects, scouting and man-
agement at the various growth 
stages.

“The price of cotton right now 
is pretty good and that is stimu-
lating this increased interest,” 
Bell said. “Also, we had record 
yields this past year, with most 
averaging 3.5 bales to the acre, 
while others harvested up to 4 or 
5 bales to the acre, which is also 
intensifying interest.”

But growing cotton is a lot 
different than growing corn, she 
warned. A lot of management 
considerations were needed to 
make those yields.

“Cotton is a different ball of 
wax. The irrigation management 

and fertility issues are different,” 
Bell said, half-jokingly adding, 
“If you are planning to grow cot-
ton for the first time, don’t plan 
on an extended summer vacation, 
because it requires your attention 
all the time.”

While cotton acreage has fluc-
tuated with prices, there were 
850,000 acres of cotton grown in 
the northern High Plains in 2016, 
and Bell expects acreage to reach 
that or higher this year.

“That’s more in this region 
than many other southern cotton 
production states,” she said.

Bell said one of the concerns 
raised at the gins is quality.

“New producers need to know 
they can and will be docked for 
the quality,” she said. “Micro-
naire, leaf and color grade in ad-
dition to high moisture at harvest 
all need to be managed to en-
hance high lint yields.”

Some of the increased interest 
is due to producers finding cot-
ton fits well in their operations if 
water is limited, Bell said. It pro-
vides the ability to plant half the 
circle to corn that is irrigated at a 
higher rate and the other half to 
cotton which can be irrigated at a 
reduced rate.

This strategy provides many 
producers an ability to manage 
lower well capacities and contin-
ue to keep corn in their rotation, 
she said.

But producers still have the 
question, “We can make the 
pounds, but how can we maxi-
mize the quality?” Bell said they 

recognize that additional profit-
ability comes with the quality.

Both lint and quality are 
needed to maximize produc-
tion. Quality factors include fiber 
length and strength; the micro-
naire, or thickness; uniformity 
and leaf grades, all of which are 
considered for the fiber to make a 
premium grade.

“I have had a few producers 
comment that they can manage 
quality through variety selec-
tion, but that is only part of the 
story,” Bell said. “The length and 
strength of the fiber is strongly 
controlled by variety, but adverse 
conditions can still impact devel-
opment. Micronaire is only about 
50 percent genetics, the rest is 
management.”

So, what affects micronaire de-
velopment?

The fiber thickness actually 
begins to develop at flowering. 
Epidermal cells begin to elongate 
for the first two to three weeks 
of growth and then the next two 
to three weeks is all about thick-
ness. Low micronaire means the 
fiber is thin and won’t absorb 
the dye as well and easily forms 
small knots, while high “mic” fi-
ber is coarse and won’t spin well 
because it is too thick, Bell said.

“That four- to six-week win-
dow is critical and there are sev-
eral management factors that can 
impact the development during 
this period,” she said.

“Excessive nitrogen and irriga-
tion can be an issue. Sometimes 
newer cotton farmers want to 

manage the cotton crop like their 
corn crop, but there are times 
they need to pull that irrigation 
back as well as closely monitor 
residual soil nitrogen, especially 
behind corn.”

Under excessive irrigation and 
fertility, cotton can get too tall 
and overgrown, Bell said.

“High-mic cotton can occur 
when there is too much plant for 
the boll load, resulting in carbo-
hydrates going to fewer bolls and 
making the fiber too thick,” she 
said. “It is important for farm-
ers to have a good plant-growth 
regulator program in a high input 
system.”

Bell said cotton is an excellent 
fit for this region, as it is drought 
tolerant and responds well to a 
range of moisture levels.

“However, excessive water 
or drought can cause problems. 
While it requires relatively little 
water until we get to the first 
white bloom period, it is very 
critical we don’t stress the cotton 
at that stage.

“We want moisture for germi-
nation and establishment and to 
activate our preplant herbicides, 
so supply at least enough water 
to get the plants established and 
activate herbicides,” she said.

Early bloom is the high water 
requirement period, Bell said. If 
water availability is short, water 
stress can gradually be imposed 
in the late bloom, cutout and boll 
opening periods.

“We tell producers to be cau-
tious with irrigation during these 

AgriLife Extension offers advice for first-time growers
By Kay Ledbetter

When it comes to making a 
cotton crop, selecting the right 
planting variety is the most im-
portant decision a cotton farmer 
will make all year, said a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice cotton entomologist.

“Let’s face it, technology seeds 
are expensive, but knowing what 
protections your particular crop 
might need will go a long way to-
ward getting the most return for 
your invested seed dollars,” said 
Dr. Suhas Vyavhare of Lubbock.

 “Selecting Bt versus non-Bt or 
the kind of insect protection trait 
package you need is an important 
consideration in selecting cotton 
varieties.”

“Over the years, Bt technolo-
gies have been fairly effective 
in controlling worms in cotton,” 
Vyavhare said. The second gen-
eration Bt was more effective 
than the first one, and the third 
generation technology is more 
effective than the second genera-
tion due to the addition of tox-
ins. But as might be expected, 
newer protective traits usually 
come with additional costs. So 
if a producer doesn’t need these 
added protective traits, Bt variet-
ies with older trait packages are 

still competitive in terms of yield 
and quality.”

Bt technology has transformed 
from a single-gene trait to multi-
gene trait packages since the 
technology was first introduced 
into U.S. agriculture in 1996, Vy-
avhare said. While the first gener-
ation Bt cotton had only a single 
Bt gene, the second generation Bt 
technologies such as Bollgard 2, 
TwinLink and WideStrike pro-
duce two Bt toxins.

Now, he said, the most recent 
third generation Bt varieties have 
a three-gene trait.

“Phytogen brand varieties with 
WideStrike 3 have already been 
on the market for the last couple 
of seasons,” he said. “Recently, 
Monsanto (Deltapine brand) 
and Bayer CropScience (Fiber-
Max and Stoneville brands), an-
nounced the availability of some 
of their varieties with Bollgard 3 
and TwinLink Plus technologies, 
respectively.”

Vyavhare said some farmers 
opt to go with non-Bt cotton to 
avoid paying the expensive tech-
nology fees, which drive the cost 
of the seed up. Since the protec-
tions from insect pests are not 
present, he said field scouting 

for pest problems becomes para-
mount to stay on top of the game.

“In 2016, worm pressure on 
the Texas High Plains was so low 
that many of our non-Bt cotton 
fields got away without spray-
ing for worms,” he said. “This 
doesn’t mean we will have a sim-
ilar situation in 2017, as we could 
well face higher worm pressure, 
so there is a higher risk associated 
with the non-Bt crop compared to 
cotton protected by Bt. However, 
with a good scouting program in 
place coupled with timely insec-
ticide applications, non-Bt cotton 
can perform well.

“While insect protection traits 
are an important consideration 
when selecting varieties, they 
should not take priority over ag-
ronomic characteristics such as 
yield, maturity and fiber quality. 
I have seen some of the non-Bt 
cotton varieties performing as 
well as the Bt cotton and some-
times even better, especially on 
the Texas High Plains where 
worm pressure is usually light. 
So it’s not the transgenic insect 
trait that should come first, but 
rather it’s the inherent yield po-
tential of a variety that should 
govern the final decision of what 

Cotton variety selection time is here
By Steve Byrns

AGRICULTURE

The majority of Americans pay little attention to pollinators – bees, 
butterflies, wasps, moths and other insects.

However, without pollinators, many crops would not grow. A large 
variety of fruits and vegetables would become scarce or incredibly 
expensive, and the cost of other products, including clothing (as cot-
ton is bee-pollinated), would be impacted.

Over 70 percent of the world’s crop plants depend on pollination. 
In addition, many fruit and vegetable crops require pollination to 
produce. Wildlife like deer, quail, pheasants and other animals de-
pend on the production of berries and fruits for food.

Many human actions, such as pollution and conversion of natural 
habitat, have impacted pollinators and their ability to provide eco-
system services.

In our modern agricultural world, drift (or unintentional off-tar-
get contamination) from aerial spraying of pesticides has become a 
major threat to our pollinators. Most insecticides (and a handful of 
fungicides and herbicides) can kill bees directly or have sublethal 
effects that can, among other things, negatively impact bees’ ability 
to reproduce and forage.

The best thing we can do for pollinator conservation is to avoid 
using pesticides. Unfortunately, avoiding pesticide use, particularly 
in today’s precision farming world, is not an option for most farmers.

A solution presented by DriftWatch and Xerces Society is to take 
steps in reducing drift and maintaining buffer zones between sprayed 
areas and pollinator habitat areas.

Check out driftwatch.org and xerces.org/pollinator-resource-cen-
ter/ for more on pollinator conservation.

Pollinators are essential for crops
By Becky Keim, beckyk@cfra.org, Center for Rural Affairs

periods because it can result in 
excessive vegetation,” she said. 
“Typically, you don’t have suffi-
cient growing degree days, so we 
may run out of time to mature the 
top bolls. The top bolls generally 
haven’t matured at the end of the 
season, and this can affect unifor-
mity at harvest.

“As we move north into the 
Panhandle, there is the chance of 
an early freeze, which limits ma-
turity and yield potential,” Bell 
said. “Oct. 15 is the average first 
freeze date in the northern High 
Plains, so you have to plan ac-
cordingly.

“If the season is cut short, you 
might have a good mic on the bot-
tom bolls, the middle bolls may 
be average and the top bolls are 
immature, resulting in an overall 
lower quality mic and penalties,” 
she said.

A fertility season-long program 
is also important, Bell said. Often 
producers apply all their fertilizer 
up front, “but you don’t want to 
put all your fertilizer on at one 

time. We do want to get our phos-
phorus out at planting, especially 
since it is very important for root 
growth.”

But side-dressing nitrogen fer-
tilizer after evaluating the stand 
establishment is a good option, 
she said, especially on dryland 
acres. Put it on at the correct time 
to encourage just enough vegeta-
tive growth for a good boll set.

“Soil testing always recom-
mended,” Bell said. “Manage 
the residual soil nitrogen to op-
timize quality. Don’t apply it all 
upfront; you might not think you 
have time for a split application, 
but there is a tradeoff if you don’t. 
Excessive vegetative growth re-
quires an intensive plant-growth 
regulator program.”

Bell advised cotton producers 
to look for varieties that are sta-
ble, have performed well across 
different environments and have 
a realistic maturity date for this 
region. Cotton variety trial re-
sults can be found at http://bit.
ly/2l5oloq.

cotton variety to plant.
“But if Bt varieties are in your 

future this coming season, know 
what particular traits in terms of 
protection you’ll most likely need 
on your farm and which varietal 
generation best offers those pro-
tections,” Vyavhare said. That 
way you’ll not be paying for traits 
you may not need, because in to-
day’s tight cotton market, every 
dollar saved is a dollar earned.”

With variety selection the most important de-
cision made during the year by cotton farmers, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service agrono-
mists in the High Plains and Rolling Plains have 
variety trial results to share from 2016.

Dr. Jourdan Bell in Amarillo and Dr. Emi 
Kimura in Vernon recently released the results of 
their large plot, on-farm, replicated cotton vari-
ety trials, which are conducted annually to assist 
Texas cotton producers in remaining competitive 
in these regions.

“This approach provides a good foundation of 
information that can be utilized to assist farmers 
with the variety selection process,” Kimura said.

The two agronomists said unlike herbicide or 
insecticide decisions that can be changed during 
the season to address specific conditions and pests, 
variety selection is made only once and dictates 
the management of a field for the entire season.

Across the state, AgriLife Extension agrono-
mists are advising that variety decisions be based 
on genetics first and transgenic technology sec-
ond, focusing attention on agronomic character-
istics such as yield, maturity and fiber quality 
when selecting varieties.

In the High Plains, cool temperatures and late 
spring precipitation prevailed through the 2016 
cotton planting season, Bell said. As a result, 
most locations were planted with good soil mois-
ture.

While soil temperatures at all locations were 
above 60 degrees at planting, cool, wet condi-
tions slowed germination at all locations except 
in Hartley County where the sandier soil likely 
resulted in warmer soil temperatures and more 
uniform emergence, she said.

“Cool, wet conditions coupled with low night-
time temperatures resulted in delayed early sea-

son development as reflected in the growing 
degree days accumulated at all locations,” Bell 
said. “Late July and early August were marked 
by several weeks with daily highs that reached or 
exceeded 100 degrees, causing some stress dur-
ing the peak bloom period.”

She said September brought much–needed pre-
cipitation and cooler temperatures; however, this 
also resulted in secondary regrowth at several lo-
cations requiring aggressive plant growth regula-
tor management.

Lint production was greatest at the Deaf Smith, 
Hartley and Sherman county locations for all va-
rieties. Production at Parmer County was affected 
by verticillium wilt that resulted in premature de-
foliation especially for non-tolerant varieties. At 
the Parmer County trial, all plots were rated for 
defoliation damage, and the greatest yields were 
achieved with tolerant varieties such as Phytogen 
243 and Stoneville 4747GLB2.

Verticillium was also found at the Sherman 
County trial, but not at yield-limiting levels that 
warranted ratings, Bell said. Lint production at 
the Swisher County trial was affected by a late 
planting.

Detailed yield and quality results are pre-
sented for all High Plains locations at http://bit.
ly/2l5oloq.

There was no specific variety that topped yields 
at all locations, however, Deltapine 1612B2XF, 
Fibermax 1320GL, NexGen 3405B2XF and Nex-
Gen 3406B2XF all yielded above 1,600 pounds 
per acre lint at the Deaf Smith, Sherman and 
Hartley county locations where yield was not 
limited by disease or late planting.

For more information, contact Bell at jourdan.
bell@ag.tamu.edu or 806-677-5600, or Kimura 
at emi.kimura@ag.tamu.edu or 940-552-9941.

Cotton variety trial results available for High Plains
By Kay Ledbetter
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TRACTORS, WHEEL LOAD-
ERS, FORKLIFT —
1—2014 CIH Steiger 350 HD Dsl. 4 WD Tractor

Cab, A/C, Htr., PTO, 3pt. Q.H. 4 Hyd. Re-
motes Duals 480/80R50 90% Guidance 1520
Hrs. S.N. 135453 (Shedded)

1—2013 CIH Magnum 315 MFWD Dsl. Tractor,
Cab, A/C, Htr., PS 3pt. Q.H. 4Hyd. Remotes,
All Guidance Pro 700 Monitor Duals
480/80R50 Front 38/8 R 38 908 Hrs.
S.N.03307 (Shedded)

1—2011 J.D. 9430 Dsl. 4 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr., 4 Hyd. Remotes P.S. Weights Duals
710/70R42 90% Auto Track Ready Shedded

1—2008 CIH Magnum 305 Dsl. M.F.W.D. Trac-
tor Cab, A/C, Htr., P.S. 3pt. PTO, Q.H. 4 Hyd.
Remotes Duals 480/80R50 Hrs. 1451 S.N.
03335

1—2007 J.D. 8230 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr., 3pt. PTO Q.H., P.S.Duals 8187 Hrs. S.N.
11492

1—2005 CIH STX 500 Dsl. 4 WD Tractor, Cab,
A/C, Htr., 5 Hyd. Remotes Duals, 800/70R38
95% 6500 Hrs. S.N. 107415

1—2003 J.D. 6615 2 WD Tractor 3pt. PTO 6828
Hrs. S.N. 634369276

1—2001 J.D. 9200 Dsl. 4 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr. 4 Hyd. Remotes Q.R. Trans, Trimble
GPS Duals 20.8R42 6210 Hrs. S.N. 40974
(Nice)

1—1996 J.D. 8970 Dsl. 4 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr., 3 Hyd. Remotes Duals, 20.8R42 Q.R.
w/14’ Dozer Blade 9952 Hrs. S.N. 6010

1—1992 CIH Magnum 7150 Dsl. M.F.W.D. Trac-
tor Cab, A/C, Htr., 3 Hyd. Remotes 3pt., PTO,
Q.H. P.S. Duals 480/80R46 8789 Hrs. S.N.
42241

1—1991 Deutz Aliss 9170 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor

Cab, A/C, Htr., 3pt. PTO, Q.H. 3 Hyd. Re-
motes 20.8 - 38 Tires 1391 Hrs. S.N. 9170-
2012

1—1990 J.D. 8760 Dsl. 4 WD Tractor Cab A/C,
Htr. Q/R, 3pt., 4 Hyd. Remotes Duals
18.4R42 8602 Hrs. S.N. 2640

1—1990 J.D. 4755 Dsl. M.F.W.D. Tractor Cab,
A/C, Htr., 3pt. PTO Q.H. P.S. 4 Hyd. Remotes
Duals 18.4R42 5199 Hrs. S.N. 5026

1—1988 Cat Challenger 65 Dsl. Track Tractor
Cab, A/C, Htr., 3pt. Q.H. 4 Hyd. Remotes
4017 Hrs. S.N. 00517

1—1984 Case 2394 2 WD Dsl. Tractor, Cab,
A/C, Htr., 2 Hyd. Remotes PTO, 3pt. Q.H.
Duals 20.8-38 7174 Hrs. S.N. 9934812

1—1979 International 1586 2 WD Dsl. Tractor
Cab, A/C, Htr., 2 Hyd. Remotes, 20.8-38
Tires w/235 International Front End Loader
7946 Hrs. S.N. 17544

1—1973 J.D. 4630 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr., 3pt., PTO 2 Hyd. Remotes 7976 Hrs.
S.N. 1408

1—1973 J.D. 4430 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor Cab, A/C,
Htr., Q.R. 3pt. PTO, 2 Hyd. Remotes Duals
18.4-38 New Paint

1—Kubota LA302 Dsl. M.F.W.D. Tractor 16 HP
w/Loader, Shredder, Log Splitter S.N. 59184

1—1973 International 1466 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor
Cab, 2 Hyd. Remotes, 3pt. PTO 18.4-38
w/GB Front End Loader Hay Forks S.N.
17400

1—1972 J.D. 4320 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor, Cab, 2
Hyd. Remotes 3pt. 18.4-38 8486 Hrs. S.N.
21335

1—1960 Farmall 560 Dsl. 2 WD Tractor 1 Hyd.
Remote w/3pt. Shredder S.N. 35199

1—2007 J.D. 544 J Wheel Loader Cab A/C, Htr.,
19919 Hrs. S.N. JZ61406

1—2002 J.D. 444 Hi Lift Loader 3YD Bucket

Cab, A/C, Htr., 33359 Hrs. S.N. 581922
1—1994 Case 586 # Dsl. All Terrain Forklift

2765 Hrs. S.N. 212984
1—6 Way Hyd. Dozer Blade
COTTON EQUIPMENT —
1—2011 J.D. 7460 Dsl. Cotton Stripper Cab,

A/C, Htr., Row Guide Oiler Camera System 8
Row 30” 1052 Eng. Hrs; 862 Ext. Hrs, S.N.
35093 (Shedded)

1—1997 J.D. 7455 Dsl. Cotton Stripper Cab,
A/C, Htr., Vein 6 Row 30” 3717 Eng. Hrs;
2918 Ext. Hrs. S.N. 00212

1—2010 KBH Module Builder Cab, Auto Pack,
Like New

1—Sam Stevens L 237 Boll Buggy Swing Hitch,
Vacuum

1—Sam Stevens Boll Buggy Swing Hitch, Vac-
uum

1—Harrel Double Dump Boll Buggy T.A.
1—Big 12 Module Builder Cab
1—Big 12 Single Dump Boll Buggy T.A.

SPRAY EQUIPMENT, NURSE
TRAILER,  CATTLE AND HAY
EQUIPMENT, STOCK TRAIL-
ERS, FARM EQUIPMENT,
COMBINES, HEADERS,
GRAIN CARTS, SEED TEN-
DERS, HEADER TRAILER
,TRUCKS, TRAILERS,JEEP,
PICKUPS, UTV’S, ATV’S,IRRI-
GATION EQUIPMENT,MO-
TORS, TRACTOR TOOLBAR

JIM SUMNERS......................... (806) 864-3611
(10006)...................................................................................(HOME)

JIMMY REEVES....................... (806) 864-3362
(Clerk).................................................................................... (HOME)

DONNA TODD.......................... (806) 292-1990
(Secretary)..........................................................................................

Five Star Auctioneers
OFFICE: (806) 296-0379  — P. O. BOX 1030 — PLAINVIEW, TEXAS 79073-1030

WEB SITE: WWW.5STARAUCTIONEERS.COM
Terms of Sale: Cash, Personal or Business Check, Cashier’s Check

All Accounts Settled Day of Sale — Lunch Will Be Available
NOTE: Please Bring Your Own Check Book. If You Have Not Established Yourself With Our Company, Please Bring Bank Letter.

WINCH TRUCK AVAILABLE ON SALE DAY  •  BRING YOUR TRUCK OR TRAILER  •  WE ARE AGENTS AND AGENTS ONLY

The annual “ROW” Confer-
ence for right-of-way manage-
ment, conducted by the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice, is set for Feb. 28 at the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
and Extension Center, 6500 W. 
Amarillo Blvd. in Amarillo.

The program will begin with 
registration at 8:30 a.m. and 
end at 3:30 p.m., with lunch 
on your own, said Rick Auck-
erman, AgriLife Extension ag-
riculture and natural resources 
agent in Deaf Smith County.

There is a $10 registration 
fee. No credit cards accepted; 

make checks payable to the 
Leadership Advisory Board.

Participants can earn five 
Texas Department of Agricul-
ture private pesticide applica-
tor continuing education units 
– one laws and regulations, one 
integrated pest management 
and three general.

Program topics and present-
ers will be:

– What’s New at Wylie 
Sprayers, Guy Bell, Wylie 
Sprayer representative, Ama-
rillo.

– Laws and Regulations in 
Right-of-Ways, Cheryl Gos-

wick, Texas Department of Ag-
riculture inspector, Amarillo.

– General Vegetation Man-
agement in Right-of-Way Area, 
Myron Rabalais, Bayer Chemi-
cal, Houston.

– Prairie Dog Biology and 
Control, Jim Knuth, Liphatech 
Inc., Council Bluffs, Iowa.

– Safety Issues in Transport-
ing Pesticides, Christopher 
Stephens, Texas Department of 
Public Safety, Amarillo.

For more information, con-
tact Auckerman at 806-364-
3573 or r-auckerman@tamu.
edu.

‘Right-of-Way’ meeting in Amarillo
By Kay Ledbetter

courtesy photo
Seventeen Friona High School Choir students competed in UIL Solo and En-
semble in Canyon Saturday, February 18. According to FHS Choir instruction 
John Bonner, of the sixteen solos, twelve students received a superior rating and 
will advance to State Solo and Ensemble contest in Austin during the Memorial 
Day weekend. Soloists advancing to the state competition are: Lydia Alexander, 
Natalie Avilez, Eva Herrera, Brooklynne Johnston, Andrea Salas, Alex Cigarroa, 
Julian Cruz, Eduardo Guaderrama, Alex Licerio, Junior Reyes, Damiean Rodri-
guez, and Edvin Tzunuz. Lydia Alexander, Eva Herrera and Brooklynne Johnston 
advanced with their ensemble. Many thanks to Allison Johnston and Kim Smiley 
for accompanying these students. Pictured are, back row, l-r, Eduardo Guader-
rama, Damian Rodriguez, Alex Licerio, Junior Reyes, Angel Valencia, Fabian Le-
dezma; middle row, l-r, Alex Cigarroa, Natalie Avilez, Lydia Alexander, Lupe Ma-
cias, Edevin Tzunuz, and Julian Cruz; front row, l-r, Faith Fothergill, Brooklynne 
Johnston, Andrea Salas, Gabby Rodriguez, and Eva Herrera.
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