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SAY YOUR TAXES---Save the Cost---DOITNOW

DAILY LEDGER.

Insurance placed with g®
issafe---we write it right

BALLINGER INSURANCE |
AGENCY.

VOL. 15 JEMBER OF UNITED PRESS.

BALLINGER, RUNNELS COUNTY, TEXAS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1914,

NUMBER 314

CARLOAD MOON BROS. BUGGIES,

PHEATONS AND

Van Pelt, Kirk & Mack

/4 SURRIES just placed on exhlbmon at our store

Five Per Gent Increase
In Freight Rates Granted

—————

WASHINGTON, Dee. 18.—The
interstate Commeree Commossion
of the United States today grant-
ad a five per e¢ent iIncrease in
ireight rates te the Eastern rail-
roads, who for the past several
months have been elamoring that
freight rates are too low.

The inerease applies upon ev-
erything exeept coal. iron, coke,
ore.

Railroad men who were sum-
moned and who appeared before
the Commission at various times
10 outline their reasons for ask-
ing for an inerease, declared that
it was essential that g five per
«ent additional freight be assess-
ad in order that they might meet
their obligations. It was claimed

HORSE THIEVES
ummue T0 WORK.

Mr. lnnmnn of the northwest |
part of the county, is the last vie-
tim of horse thieves so far report-|

| ed.
- has every reasen to
' they were stoler.
The horses disappeared from
their aceustomed range en Dee. 14|
'and no trace of them can be found.
' The country has been thoroughly
searched and different points no-
tified by phone.
Sheriff Perkins is putting toxth

believe that

+hat the Eastern roads had to pay | cvery effort to locate the stolen|
out $500,000,000 within the next stoek and if possible to capture
+hree vears or go out of business. . the thief. A reward has been of-

fered, and a deseription of the
stock printed and distributed over
the eountry.

The three horses

Consequently the commission af-
ter debating the question for)
wonths decided at today s session

that the inerease would be given. ' stolen near

Easterg@anmads Today

. i uh"

He is short three horses. and |

ALLIES CLAIMING
~ MCRE SUCCESSES
IN NORTH FRANGE

By Unied

"ARIS, Dee. 18.
suecess oi the a.lies’ offh
“fl?’!t ot "I"
‘t'lp[l"“ or omany Ca
< was s'r'eally anno

‘ Freneh communique

Continued
H.\i\r' ill
r.ders with the
Gman trench-
imced by the
this after-

noon. .\ numker of German posi-
ltu ns have heen takoa over by the
allies. says the statement, and:

the Germans have been forced to
[ take up new ground.
The allies’ offensive
is working out satisfactorily,
claimed. Along the entire
the enemy’s efforts to resume
!uffvn\'i\'v have failed.

‘ ORI A s

’MANY VISITORS

movement
it 18
line
the

- —

With I.dill\ weather pre-
l vailing tomorrow, merchants to-
dd\ dt selare that a record breaker

Z00( !

RUSSIANS

~ EXPECTED IN CITY,

' that the

' will be made in sales for the week |

British
Sunk; One
ANOTHER

BRITISH
STEAMER

DENY THAT
AUSTRIANS
VICTORIOUS

— |
Pu United DIress.

PETROGRAD, Dec. 185.

By United Preas:

T"“: LONDON, Dee. 18.—The fourth|

|
|
|
]

{ which

estroyers
Damaged

Bz Tunited rress:

BERLIN, Dee. 18.—Two des-
troyers of the British fleet sent
' to run down the German squadran
bombarded Secarborough,
Whitby and Harlepool last Wed-
nesday, were sunk by the Ger-

| man vessels and another was bad-

|

|
|

IS SUNK

| ly damaged.

This was officially claimed by
the Berlin war office today in &
statement in which an account of
the naval fight was divulged. It
was claimed that the British des-
troyers had been dispatched to the

viemnity after the German squad-

§lou had

I\U‘“hm government in an official English steamer was sunk in 1hu‘

dullUllIlt ‘ment  today ' officially | North Sea today, after striking a|
denied that Austria has defe ated | mine, M(Uldln" to an official an-
the Czar’s army in Galicla. 't was| pouncement of tlu press bureau.

| claimed by the Russians that the |

moveme nt of the hussmm in that} 4 when the vessel. wemt -dewn:
strip continues with success and| . .
y U0 It is believed that nearly the en
Austrians are nearly ev-! . . g i e :
: i .~ itire North Sea is covered with min
meeting with reverses. | . .
es many of which have probably
t‘)dd\ o
| been placed by the Germans.

¢ l',\‘\\'h'il'c‘
The Rassians apparently

Twelve men of the erew perish-'
, ensued.

effectively bombarded
the three British towns. W hile
withdrawing from the coast, the
British vessels appeared and open
ed fire. The return fire was had
and a small naval fight between
the German and KEnghsh warships
The British fleet, follow-
ing the sinking of the two ves-
sels and the damaging of another,

-withdrew and the German squad-

ron contmued on their way.

One of the strongest dissensions| Ballinger two or three weeks 420, o 4 Tomorrow is the last Sutur-- are making their last desperate 3F ;
was made by Commissioner Cle-|and which were found at San Aun-| ! day prior to Christmas and many stand in their defense of W arsaw,| 1t was confirmed at the British It was not annouucc:d }\'here the
ments who belicved that the in-| gelo, have been returned to their country people are expected to The Germans have advanced upon' press bureau today that a Ger- Squadron put in but it is suppos-
erease is not at this time essen- owners, but not until after much Siskee Sliats: laat s raids’’ upon the l”“‘ \”.\f ”“i\,}\_h,m of the chief mMan eruiser was sunk in the Bal-| ed thu't th._,- cruisers continugd to
tial to the life of the railroads in- expense and trouble. These were | counters, in selecting their Christ ! eity of Russian Poland and are tic Sea by a mine. )Th_u first re- one of their bases on the North
volved. _ : | stolen by a negro and sold at San mas gifts. A number of stores of | knocking at the gates. The Rus-! POrt came from a }'f‘h“‘ seaport,  Sui. _ s
Another reason given by the Angelo. The negro has not b““i Ballinger have offered attractive'sians have been foreed to with- claiming that the erniser had gone  Durine the firing between the’
railroads, asking for an increase,| found. | bargains to their customers in that draw from a number o fstrategi-| down, and today the message was two 1ieets, nerther took up a posi-
S o sceount of the war. It) 3 | they have placed their goods ea] points, which if they had been confirmed. The entire erew s tion; the entire battle taking place
was claimed that the FEuropean PROGRAM OF BOY'S ' down at low figures in order to held, would have caused the Ger.| Peleved to have been lost. on the run.
:at: has s;.ertn;)nsl_v.l affected the DEBATING SOCIETY; give the people the opportunity man campaign in Poland to erum-| 5 ———eeee e
usiness of the railways. By gt et 3 :
. Fl'idix_\. December 18, 7 :45 p.am: of lnllt hasing che .:]»]\ } b1 RETURNING TON%II{g-COUNTY 5 Weather Report.
Cake Sale Declamation, Everett Ellis, o A . AR I i Unsettled ‘tomght. probably
The Girl's Auxihary of the 9th Declamation, Wainwright Chas p | . Ei g rain ; colder Saturday.
Street Baptist Chureh will have a/ tain. | | G, F. Crim and family who mov
Christmas cake, pie and candy, Debate, Resolved, That the ed away from Rumnels county Piano For Sale. X
sale tomorrow, Saturday, Dee. 19 President of the United States| A about two years ago, arrived this{ . el g ta 0l doilar
at Van Pelt, Kirk & Mack’s store | Should be Elected for a Term ol ’ week with their household f-'()(Nl«-‘ 1 (i d\tl' Piano is i[l first-
1td. Six Years, and be Inelegible for f.m.i are here to make this their lll' 0 i“' ] (i : b
L e e re-eleetion. Affirmative, Earl ‘heme for keeps. Mr. Crim  and L‘ i“‘\‘; lf“: “'”t’ t““ g(o;]7a ust
W. E. Branch reecived a mes- Carr, Albert Afflerbach, Earl | family Love been living in Tar- i)(“;w “‘-\i;;‘lvl](f:t‘ ;‘.l](;' plr(i‘fplﬁ Z
sage from Alexandra, La., bring-!| Ward; Negative Henry Todd, Ger, . : R TR A | e s ] 4 rant county, near Fort W ur'th. C \l).Y ' by ]_‘.‘.2“'12“;
ing the sad news of the serious ill| ald Black, and Luin MeWillizms. “.1-‘ Runnels ( "“."'-" [ead A'_v'r\ '\."“ wysw.l? SHETH .-l' I ming, | Theyv have tried here and tried !
ness of his uncle. Mr. Branch left Mu.siu, Hammond U'l\'«-l]("\'. | Vlns'.ltn‘t-- 1"\1'1’\")[-0'1! i the a I.v‘_':rnz. and 1t U‘.r;. are not better off in-| other I’Ii“"'~‘ and they are g]m‘ to ——————— e —
on the afternoon train to be at the! To be given in auditorium of MM O the "".'”“““"'.‘ High S hool telleetually, morally, physically | get baek to Runnels county. and Barred Rock Cockerels and Roost-
bhedside of his unele. High School. Evervone invited, | PWilding at nine o’clock Friday and finanecially then your work|we are glad to have them. ers for Sale.
l . | ImOrRing, With about onc hundred|and my work will have been in S T o A I have received my new stoek
R e & a G - _— A v . gy - g eac R NeSe ‘ X 5 . .
’ t ll‘,ll'.‘ !:. L’,,,,; :I,:, ned with a short \‘l_l\l]l,, Flething tathel ot Stk &4 Edison Home Phonograph, and (‘,1.11"”0§tmi‘s ‘ff)r t'h‘ls‘ly_'ez‘i'r, a:dtwlll
: H \Hu ! 'l S’ goee eo hieted (A l"ll':xf- \"lu‘mif (';‘h'l\\,i.ic(i';li(»zl: ‘Hq.i sk l'H“'h.) t‘l ““d .\t"\"'ll{_\'-il\'t' N-Il- N.' ..t‘;‘;-()).—““‘f‘ .l}.tel— l;lh 2 (;: erlss.
L.f l C W | v, K. R, Rives, pase of iLe| rural hizh scho l‘ i s ected records, for ..<ul-‘ cheap will price $2. (.d(’_l'.sl]: ine cockerel
e 1S OnStant ar | 1 : ot IE A E YN S S e refered 1010 qe for chicken feed. Loek Box | at $1.00 to $150. Come at once if
il,lghlh Stfl;(»i Preshyterian ehureh successtul rural l_.)_n_rh schools N, 92 Ballineer. Texas. 17-2td2yw you want fine stock, none better.
A | Mayor | «r\\‘.e-HA weleomed  the other states and in other counties | = us PERR R L. A. CADY. 17-2td 2tw
For EXIStence- teachers to Ballinger in a short'in this state in emphasizing the '

Nations Prepare for War in Time of Peace.

Individuals should safeguard against NEED in time of
LARGE HARVESTS.

1 Save the fruits of your labor, by storing your
unsaleable products under shelter.
| Deposit Your Surplus Gash in the Bank

1 Which is Your Best Friend in Times of Need.

Ballinger State Bank & Trust
Company

*‘We take care of our customers’’

INCREASED COST OF LIVING

may be due to inereased carelessness in spend-
ing. Government statistics claim that for
household expenses only fourteen percent is
expended for actual necessities. There is a
big leak in the household purse. Better try
a household bank account with

THE FARMERS AND MERCHANTS

STATE BANK

“FATHERS AND MOTHERS BANK”
The Bank That HELPS YOU De Things.

{ address. ealling their attention to
!tho- usual hespitality with which
Ballinger citizens greeted all visi-
| tors, and assuring the splendid
| body of young men and young
! ladies that it was a pleasure to the
citizens to have them here,

present at
and most of
the
pro-

|
i Several visitors were
;thv opening session,
| these remamed
;morniug and added
| gram by short talks.
l Rev. T. C. Jester, pastor of the
First Baptist Church extended to
( the teachers an invitation to at-
| tend services at the various ¢hurel
esmext Sunday, and assured them
| that they would find a hearty wel-
pcome,

y A5k F \'lv'llgo
' tive of the
operation of

throughout
to the

', 48 a representa-
press, solicited the
the teachers in
work, and assured them that
Daily Ledger and Banner-Ledger
stood ready to aid them in eve ry
way possible in the upbuilding of
the educational interest of Run
nels County, offering to them the
free use of his columns for the dis

“0)-
his

'l‘llt'

cussion of those questions which
' builds for a better influence, and
| for publishing matters of inter
| est to the rural schools of this
| county. |,

: “The Rural School of To-mor
| row,”” was the first subject for!

discussion on the program.

erintendent Fleming of the Bal-|
linger Schools, spoke for nearly

an hour on this subject, and af-
ter his address the institute was
unanimous in endorsing the|
thoughts he brought out, and|
pledged to County Superintendent
Wooten their loyal support and co
operation in working to bring
about better conditions in the
rural schools.

““If rural schools, five years
hence are on the same plane as
the schools of today, it will be in-

I schools wre

Sup- | must teach

advantage to be gained in!
rural sehool consolidation and the ‘
establishment of riiral high school. |

great

He pointed out amonge the ad-
vantages e be gained by the
school, such as the lengthening of
the school term of the rural
school, better eclassification in
studies, better school buildings,

better conveniences, better health,
ete. e also pointed to the ad-
vantage to patrons of the school,
in that they could educate their
children at home giving them a
high school education without
taking them away from the farm
and without the expense of payin&
board, ete., and of the satisfae-
tion to the parents of being con-

tented with their children at
home, and of knowing that they
were in modern school buildingse.

Experienced and trained tea-
chers, aud a larger enrollment of
the pupils of within
the distriect were also advantages
to be gained in (unwlni tion of|
rural schools, as pointed out by |
Mr. Fleming. Also better course
of study. The speaker refered to
states where the rural schools had
been consolidater and where high
common 1n the rural
distriets, and in every instance
the new method was a success. |

‘“The

render to

school age

men and women.

rural school of tomorrow
agriculture .| manuel
| training, domestic economy, musie
‘and art,”’ said Mr. Fle mmg, and
| he pomtul out the many reasons
' why the rural school and rural
life must be elevated to a plane
| with the city schools and city llfe

Mr. Fleming also ealled to the
attention of his hearers the bet-
ter conditions that would follow
for the teachers, with ebnsoli-
dated rural high schools. Naming
among the advantages, better sal-
aries, the ability to give each

(Continued on last page)

THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF

The First National Bank

are keeping abreast of the times
without deviating from sound Bank-
ing principles, are constantly adding
to the value of the service they
their
€ [t is a matter of pride with us tQ
make this Bank every year a more
‘ desirable depository for husmess

customers.

...THE...
FIRST NATIONAL

BANK

Member of Federal Reserve System.
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cublished every afternoon except summier.
Sunday by the Bailinger Printing 0

C. The comprtoller has announced
that the wealth of Texas has in-|
ereased more than fifty-six million
dollars within the last  year, the
OFFICERS. assessed valuation showing  that
®. L. Parish, president ; Paul Trim inereasc.  We can not elaim eredi

a. W.SLEDGE .......... Editor
# P.SHEPHERD. . Business Mgr

mier, vice-president; C. P. Shep for all of this 2mount,
»erd, secretary and nea\nrer —————

fyimmier, C. P. Shepherd, A. W their long range guns on Ameri

ilodge, TI‘OV blm,pson. can targets. If Unele Sam’s hoys
—— ever eross the Rio Grande they 'l

STOCKIOC LDERS convinee the greasers that \.\;n

‘g, M. Skigner, C P. Shepherd is all that Sherman elaimed for i
Paul Trimmier, a. W. Sledge, 11 Pt X AR

. JODPS: R. T. \Vi“iﬂms, b There would be more _iu-\ m ol
Me' Scott H. }Iaek,T J. Gard Chirstimas if the occasion did not
wer, 0. L. Parish. R. W. Bruee c¢nd with the first of the month.

Troy Simpson. M:s. D, (. Simpson. Some steps should be taken to ex

ed with a blind fiddler. She will moratorium aet, »
never he able to show him, = | -
B it I'he Fort Worth Record has

The woman who reforms her been acceused of turning traitor to
husband after marriage is boss of the Demoeratic party beeause it

the ranch. ceriticised the Demoeratiec admin
i R istration for lv\'.\'in'_- one hundre

The hlnml\ conflict in Europe million dollar war tax upon  the
will be responsible for many brok- people in time of peace. We wer
en hearts on Christias day Just thinking what the  people

A o ; would have to pay in case of war.

THE DAILY LEDGER 'work than they have been for sey

Ceral years. They ll eateh up next |
December 18.

Prussians
Il entered Dresden caplar
To ok

B The Mexicans have about run

DIREC T()Rh out of human targets across the
4. Y. Pearce, O. L. Parish, Paul Rio Grande, and they are trying

counstitution ;

- tend the payvment of holiday debts, !
An aged Missourit woman elop Heve's where we favor ¢ "l (quitt s

estabhishine
Thirteenth i
, abohshing slavery
he I.llih‘-l States.

l'hi“; [»illl'\

Fxt Hlb Ca:: Emctlv

Sk

.

>

b Texas is supplyving turkevs for
' Christmas  dinners in California
and Louisiana. Texas 1s a tur

If this war tax will keep peaee i
s money well invested,  and v

! - Camnphe
must all acknowledge that Wilson | & @M1

. = D1
kev state. Is for peace. The Record should !
- 1 ! ~
(B R F SIS T S remember thaot .x“ OO 11 S
, y wome hiol
It's a lonesome home where the coine high,
~t)

name of Santa Claus 1s not heard
almost every hour m the day, at
ﬂlis |»ill'!i«‘ll|;'1' EHEUR

Califormia Weina Striously
Alarmed.

PHOTOGRAPH FOR
CHRISTMAS.

otoorapns

da dozZen splel

Make

THE DAILY L¥£DGER
THIS DATE IN HISTORY.

!
Fredervick |
| . n g " ¥
Cservations on TexXas and  Texans

cre taken from the report on an | i ¢l
[ examination made m 1961 by al V-‘E,:' |

|qin|;~!\

Threatened mvasion of |’:I1«;

;u-!\inn of transport ships.

Wisl

\i'l'llnll
:::?»'mm legistature

HESLE

ent proj

dead

adver |

Il"l“‘l‘\lllllll
WL

LR 2R 2 R B R 2R 2% N R R 2% IR 2 2N

o _— A shert tine aco 1 e
One” ehild will be made happy @ severe «old wineh set*led on wy
“, by winning the pony and buggy. lungs and cavsed me o grcat deal! Y
. while many wil] be disappointed. of annoyanee. 1 would have bad] Youd
! It has éver been thus, coughing spells A s o
ST e were so osore and anflamed | be live
The man in the dry territory. gan to be seriously  alarmed., .\ grap
whe is rejoicing over the loss ot friend  recommended  Chamber I}
the Allison iaw, is th: one who lain’s Cough Remedy, saving she Vil :
will pay the cost, . had used it for vears. 1 hought a°F '::"-‘
4 e | [ S— bottle and 1t relieved my «¢o 1ol Ph
A 7 The Abilene fair association, in the first mght, and n a  week [l too
&g elt‘('fill}.! new officers. eleeted JJ was rid of the eold and soreness make
‘} Radford pl't'silh‘lﬂ. The fair held of my lungs,”” writes Miss Marie
N this fall was a great stcecess and Gerber, Sawte'le, Cal For sale ”'.Hll. *
o plans have been outhined for a by all dealers. :"'\"H""'
ol greater fair next fall e . . |t
3 : 0 - Unti] Christmas we will sl thel
i A prominent man remarked to best and latest songs and  other
X the writer today, that the farm- kinds of musie at only 106« K, F ¢ JUST FOR ARGUMENT
¥ 3 ers were further hehind with their Elder & Son. def | ® {E

LR 2R 28 2R 2R 2R 2 2R R 2R 2K 2R R 2N 2N J

for pure Ice Cream to 301.

SILVER MOON DAIRY | /i
g / R. F. GREEN, Proprietor. e

*

that

To say nothinz of the work and worrv. Try the more Al

satisfactory way and let us supply you. Phone vour orders 'l ;'\"”"'
LT

ot

()] .
(; Chrlstm~

8 Mrs, Edwin

% % e e e e e e % e ®
4 Please Remember

that | represent Mrs. Steffens, when ordering

Flowers

and will be pleased to take your orders.
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P . P&
]Q We cater to such people—we buy to please /), L ¢
' P \\\/ | )
g7 them, and we DO please them N7 | Stie
;f;‘ We have a store full of the most eatable of 77 withe
S "\ eats, and every purchase vou make impels you .
J/N to make another, and still others
] A ()
«Noe Wi
7O\ A
AN \§/ T
i L. B. Stubbs o;i%ss, e
P - ! 946 363 ¥ | had
‘[ Tl'xe Home ol GOOD Eals. /’,{f SOy
% : \/71):\ i priee |
e T o G2 T e P 20 D0 D oD D D D P D] selling
s oy g e 5_,(_, -)f_,; > T e b e
‘ Sdedsdeadegdsgdsgisdegedegadegdat= [ eor
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i Most People 0o
“~ Who Eat--- W

5 ‘i ' Are, Particular What They Eat. W

‘Hy" .‘ o
Times-Re

IT IS EXPENSIVE TO
KEEP A COW IN TOWN

ol cotton

on to the

(Chieaz

thons

SRR e
n

. Star State.

mivitrien of the Governor and
[ Lezislatinre of Texas

“The conditions of labor i
Texas SIS 1 mest of the Southern

g mdustries.  The supply s

i : n i g & lm«*l'wbmx.nmo.mﬁmscraf
mmsufticient and erratie, Obvi
Pously this observation does  not

bhear ereat foree todayv, with man-|

ufacturine mdustries sine: estab

| ished at Dallas, Waco, Houston. A HC'SSdllﬂReSICOH ains neitker
Land other leading industrial een fog | | | Opivim Morphire norMieral |
ters % | | INOT NARCOTIC. |
MR oo s Mg AN 8 || peewrounsocarmn
\'§!|}“fl. and wages are relatively | . Proyilin Seed = :
high. continnues the report. | i Jé\:.ﬁn'.'gf
: : | : § Thchelle Salls=
|)Hl'lll‘_' a considerable ;-;n'i ol .'_ Ause Sed +
1||..~ year factory l:{nlxll\ desert the . £ ﬁ;’:‘;";’r”l‘;‘y‘,‘“
tmills for better-paid employment ‘,3 5"/51:;{{"3"0,;”

tin the harvest  fields. Colored !

tare prone to indulge  in several

0000000000000 000
¢ Little Stories of the Lone :

By Unded FPree

1
(XX R X RE R E X E R XX X X 0!
The following interestinz ob- |

>

special committee of M oreh-
ant 'S .\\\H"LlTilvll of .\l'\\ Yu':'li by

\l““l'“' Jlll((l'\l
AVegetable Preparationfor As.
similating (i he Food and Re ouia

¢S, e not stiteh as to nromote

the development of  manufaetun

INS 'memm

P"molc< Dmvs‘hon Cheerfid-

2
+

o’bn:

i | mmymr Hu r
I

A pcrfecl Remedy fo: Conslipa
tion, Sour Stomach, Diarrioea
Worms £onvulsions Feverish

ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

* E—

FacSinile Slgn..urc of

BTz

laborers arve at best verv anrehi-

r

able, and after a short period of
desultory mdustry at good wags

o
iorr

1
o

it
PERCA DO SONO.

week's idleness, until theinr  earn
mes are spent and the pressture of

need compels a return te work in

| For Infants and € "
4 The Kind You Have
Always Bought

Bears the
Signature

For Over -

,"l' ’“II;\'”

'I'l‘n'-;llxl_‘ no state m toe nion

Is hetter enrcuams stanced for 1
roduction ol staple cotron OO s
than Texas. In point of faet,
however, the actual  acceomphsh
nts of T 1 I eld |
TR R :.‘:H,

| IS h N o]
ratlroad than any other Stat
the Union expect  Penns

:*illlnv 4‘1"i I
raili of construaetion \\H] ol h
portions of the col H,r\

It wives us great pleasire
State found from the best i
formation obtamable the fina
clal condition of the State
ties and erties i oeve 'V Way very

ery satisfactory, ™

’T‘ Nalls have everv re dson to !

rotid of the tmmense sehool fundl
Vi grarante frec edacation
to every hoy and girl throughout
the Stat It wient be well, as 1
seelns to ns, i du My |‘Il“|n(nf
caneation wers ¢ Hl\ul\ ,,,w
Texas, as it is now in the Eastern
and Northern Ntates,

Speakinge of the bhar of  Tex

port sia

From the e¢old New York
stendpoint perhaps oratory stands
upon a lngher plane in Texas than
i New York Inaanueh as every| .
fTexan is an orator, the (qirestion
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Trey O’Hearts
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Bv
Louis Joseph Vance.
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! CHAPTER XXX!I.
Light Engine.

Toward the close of that summer’s
day it was the whim of that arch-man-
ager of theatricals whom men call
Fate to stage an anticlimax in the
midst of a vast and hilly expanse of
desolate middle western
rude and rugged disk of earth which
boasted no human tenancy
circle of its far-lung horizon and was
bisected, not neatly. rather

1y, by the flowing double line of steel |

ribbons which marked the
right of way over the
trail.

So much for the stage: the light ef-
fects were provided exclusively by the

old Santa Fe

crimson and purple and gold of a por- |

tentous sunset; the properties em-
ployed were simply a special train and
what is known as a light engine (mean-
ing a locomotive unhandicapped by
cars); audience there was none, if one
except the actors—who were one and
all far too deeply preoccupied with the

interpretation of their s veral roles
to be aware of the show.
They were not manv in number:

perhaps half a dozen aboard the spe- |

cial train—which was making away as
fast as it could run toward the glory
of the sunset; as many more aboard
the light engine.

It was ihe engineer who started the
trouble. After bringing his monster
to a full pause, he turned upon his
passengers and—not witbhout plausible
excuse—violently indicted Mr. Alan
Law for abuse his and his fire-
man's trustfulness. This the said fire-
man (climbing forward
der) vigorously applauded

They had heen engaged, both gentle-
men asserted vigorously, for nothing
more dangerous than a quick run
across the prairies. in furtherance of
the unspecified plans of Mr. Alan Law

ol

over the te

and his companion, Miss Judith Trine.
After starting out, they had wickedly
and maliciously been bribed by

said Law to put on speed and catch up

with the special, in order that he might !

rescue from the latter a vo
his bride-to-be and the
Trine.

nmng woman,

sister of

But—and here was the grievance—
they hadn't. bargained to be shot at
with pistols. And precisely that out-

rage had been put upon them during
and subwqunm to the moment of res-
cue.

It was unhappy Mr.
cipitated the afiair
was suffering from a severe

Barcus who pre-
This gentieman

sprain to

his sense of decent pride. In the serv-
ice of Miss Rose Trine and her be-
trothed, Mr. Law, Barcus had black-

ened his face and hands to the hue of
ebony and had garmented hi
the garb of a Pullman porter,
dering himself to humiliating
to those aboard the special, suffering
their insolence and scorn
murmur, but with the tides of wrath
mounting ever higher in his bosom

And now, when length he had
won his freedom from that ignomini-
ous servitude, it was only to be sworn
at and vilified, as a common nigzer, by
railroad hands!

It was the fireman (to be just) who

surren-
service

at

brought the row to a focus by a slignt-
ing reference to that “shiftless and
misbes ten dinge.”

He :<pented quite prompily Mr.
Barcu- jumped for his throat with a
bellov of rage. The brakeman leaped

for his shovel and brandished it threat-
eningly. Mr. Barcus made nothing of
that: he closed in without hesitation
and got the fireman by the throat, pro-
ceeding to shake the breath out of his
body with the greatest good will and
dispatch. In the course of this enter-
tainment the fireman slipped on the
cab platform, tred on nothing, and
went over backwards, taking Mr. Bar-
cus with him to the ballast.

' At almost the same moment Mr.
Law, attempting to restrain the engi-
neer from going to the assistance of
his fellow-worker, ducked in under a
vicious swing for his chin, grappled
with his foe, tripped him up-—and went
with his to the ground on the oppo-
site side of the locomotive from that
occupied by Mr. Bareus and the fire-
man.

For the next several s conds he was
very busy indeed keepiug his face out
of the ballast. The engineer was a
heavy man, but active and infuriated.
He fought like a demon unchained. It
was all very exciting. Mr. Law was

e

;Wllal wo do for
a Bad Headache

People often ask what to do for ,’.
bad headache. btep in any drug q..; '
and ask tiie man at the fountain t
give you a little of Hicks' Capudine in
a glass of water. This is S0 buu'~\-r
ful because it removes the dcause o
the headache, whether from heat, cullil
gripp or nervousness. You can also

buy it in jn 10¢, 2 ¢ and 50c bottles to
ome.
Mﬁeiﬁtahliquid and very pleasant to

no sense in going
mtake. d v'vri:.‘l:r: ’te"rlblo headache when
it can be removed so easily.
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without a |
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‘"en beginning to enjoy it when he
iheard a woman shriek. At the same
. instant revolvers began to pop.

°F:
!
|
|

|  Mr. Law released his foe almost.as |

' quickly as he was released. Both rose
‘a~ one man, to find Judith Trine be-
| side them, a little smile of excitement
playing round her lips as she looked
up the track and watched the special

mountairs, harren mesas, and sun-
smitten flats given over to the desolate
genius of sagebrush,

Whatever had been the tenor of the
communication between father and
daughter, Judith eventually emerged

 from the drawing room in an ominous

! same

Barcus,
his

temper. coming drowsily
compartment at the
was jarred wide awake by
the foreboding countenance
and after a moment of doubt

away from
time,
sight of

she wore:

followed her back to the lounge at the
| rear of the car.

He got there in time to see her at
rigid standstill, staring steadfastly at
the two figures so close together on
the c¢bservation platiorn But on
his appearance Judith shook herself
together, snatched up a magazine, and
plunged wrathfully into an easy chair,

| the lesson of bitt

i slow down to a stop—eeveral persons
on the back platform plying busy trig-
| ger-fingers all the while
As these last threw open the plat-
| form gates and dropped to the ballast,
«till perferating the air w "ll many bul- !
lets, Mr. Law, Miss Judith Trine, and
that late belligerent, the engineer,
turned simultaneously and sought the
rear of the tender.

On the opposite side they found
2cse Trine and Mr darcus standing
uncertainly above the body of the fire- |
man, who, it appeared, had stunned

| himself tn falling and Mmalned i-
| sensible.

: "he appearance of Law and Judith
{ from behind the tender, closely pur-

who was in turn
{ closely pursued by gentlemen with re-
us and Rose to ac-
him at a round
gh to seize

i sued by the engineer,

{ volvers, stirred Bar
tion. Alan
pace, pausing only long enou
! Rose and drag her with him
itho' special. Judith flung him a phrase
501' well-meant advice in
i  “Come along, you simpleton—
| you want to be shot down where you
|swud?"
1

|

passe «

toward

passing

unless

Mr. Barcus acted on that advice, as

immediately as resentfully. Judith
Trine was little before him at the
!sn-ps of the Pullman: Mr. Law had al-
| ready assisted Rose aboard. Mr. Bar-
| cus ungraciously gave place to the
;la(l). his ingrained chivalry sorely
strained by Dbullets that Kicked

among the ballast round his feet

He paused as Alan entered the car
| before him and was greeted by a storm
! of vituperation that rairly blistered
; the panels of the Pullman. Mr. Seneca
;' Trine, helpless in his. invalid chair,

thus celebrated his introd

voung man whom he had never

1ction to the

burving her nose betw

the publication with

of deep interest in its text
Mr had

experience

een the pages of
every indication
learned
to the

Barcus, however

effect that the outward bearing of
| Miss Judith Trine was no sure index
to her inward humor—unless, tltat is,
it .might be taken to indicate the di-
rect contrar of its semblance;
though even this was no reliable rule.
| Reminding himself of this, he there-
fore invented a morbid interest in an-
other magazine—round the edge of

which he kept a warv eve upon the

{ young woman.

For all her exasperation, Judith con-

| tained herself longer than might have

! a dangerous feeling of

|

, CHAPTER XXXIIL

: Pullman,

i “Come inside,” Law suggested, “and |
i introduce me to the brakeman. I pre-
:.“unw I've gut to fix things up with
' himm—"

l “If there's really any doubt in your
| mind as to that.” Barcus said, rising,
I “1 don't mind telling vou vou're right.”

hefore

]

{ .

| seen whose life he had hemed to

| take tiicse many years His heavy |
| voice bcomed and echoed through the

sin.

unding ot

no effort to res

| car like the so a 1o«

Alan made pond, |

listened with his head critically to
one side and an exasperating expres
| sion of deep interest inferming his
countenance until Mr Trine was |
! out of breath and vitriol; when
{ the vounger man bowed with the slight-
!»\f shade of mockery in his manner
| and waved a tolerant hand to Barcus
! He has, no doubt,” Alan inquired, |
| “his own private cell aboard this car?”
! Yas, suh!” Barcus agreed, aping
! well the manner of his apparent caste !
| and color. *“Ain't dat de troof?”
t  “Take h'm away, then Alan re-
! quested wear “if you please.”
Rl [ * rll'l. Barcus replied, with
nimble alacrity seizing the back of the |
wheeled chair and swinging it round |

of the car.
Trine had recovered enough
to curse him properly, the
| drawing was closed and B:
| was ambling back down the aisle

t
l for a spin up the length
f Before
{ door to his
! room ircus
|
f His grin of relish at this turning of
| the tables on the monomaniae proved,
;lln\\t'\t‘li short-lived. It erased ftself
| in a twinkling when Judith shouldered
roughly past him, wearing a
and forbidding countenance, and flung
herself into the drawing room with
her father

The cause of her temper was not
far to seek: at the far end of the car
Alan was bending solicitously over the
chair in which Rose was resting. One
of his arms was around her shoulder,
Her face was lifted confidently to his.

Barcus mused morosely on his ap-
prehension of trouble a-brew, simmer-
ing over the waxing fire of that strange
woman's jealousy. He didn't like the
prospect at all. If only Alan and Rose
hadu’t been so desperately in love
that they couldn’t keep away from one
another! If only Alan had been sen-
sible enough to outwit the woman and
leave her behind when he started in
pursuit of the special! If only there
had not been that light engine in pur-

sullen

be—loaded to the guards with Trine's
unscerupulous hirelings!

No telling when they might catch
up!
The fear of this last catastrophe

worked together with his fears of Ju-
dith to render that night a sleepless
one for Barcus. He spent it in a chair
whence he could wateh both the door
{ to the compartment Judith had chosen
for her own (formerly Marrophat's
quarters) and the endless ribbons of
steel that swept beneath the tracks.

But nothing happened. HHe napped
uneasily from time to time, waking
with a start of fright, but always to
find nothing amiss. Ever Judith
stopped behind that closed door, and
ever the track behind was innocent of
the glare of a pursuing headlight.

Nor did anything untoward mark the
progress of the morning—unless, in-
deed, Judith's protracted sessions
with her father behind the closed
door of the drawing room were to be
counted ominous.

Ever since lunch-time the girl had
been closeted with her father; Barcus
had been getting some well-earned and
sorely-needed rest in his quarters;
Alan standing his watch on the obser-
vation platform, in company with
Rose; and the train booming along
through au uncouth wilderpess of arid

»

i

suit—as Barcus firmly believed it must |

continued show
lulled Barcus into

Her
indeed

been expected.
of placidity,
Per-
behave, he

security,

suaded that she meant to
gradually ceased to watch her as nar-
rowl at first, and lost himself in a
morose reverie whose subject was the
seemingly perma mourning into

which he plunged his and

as

nent

had face

THE DAIIY L EDGER

“W:ll you be good if T let you out?" ; “Rut will it?"” Barcus doubted.

“Perfectly.”

“No more shenanigan?”
“l promise.”

“Word of honor?”

“If my word of honor means any-
thing to yvou—you have it.”
“Well . . .!" he said dubiously.

Somewhere far back along the linasa

locomotive hooted mournfully.

In the same humor he turned and re- '

leased the knob; promptly Judith
opened it wide and swept out into the
corridor, her mood now really
fetching mockery

one ot

ughed

and drop-

“Thank you so much!” she |

into his face of discowmfiture;

ping him an ironic curtsy, she turned
forward and swung into the drawing
room occupied by Trine

“Wonder what she put that on for?”
he \ll"("'|il‘l'd. with reference to the
ankle-long Pullman” wrapper which Ju-
dith had seen fit to don during her
period of captivity “Heaven knows
it's hot enough without wearing more
clothing than decency demands . . .
But you never can tell about 2 wom-

an I bet a dollar I've made a
blithering ass of myself—letting her
loose at all!”

He took his doubts aft, communi-

cating them to Alan and Rose.

And his long conference with Alan
and Rose on the observation platform
afforded Judith ample opportunity
which undetected to suborn the train
crew to treachery.

Whether she did or not, this is what
happened in the course the next
hour: the special was forced to take a
ciding to make way for the California
limited, east-bound; and when this had
passed, engine of the special
coughed apologetically and pulled
swirtly out, leaving the Pullman stalled
on the siding.

From the rear of the tender the
brakeman and fireman waved affecting
farewells to the indignant of

of

the

faces

Struck the Caboose With a Crash

hands for the purposes of his mas
querade—staining them a shade of
ebony upon wh soap and water and
{ scrubbing had no effect whatever, And
he had invented a most excruciating
methed of revenging himself upon tae
{ druggist who had taken advantage ol
i his confidence and sold him the in-
eradiable dve—when he was roused by
the sudden flight of a magazine across
the car. missing his head by a bare
two inches, and the bang of a chair
overturned by Judith as she jumped
| up and flung hersel iriously toward

| sistance,

{ up on the track behind them,

the door

Just what had happened on the ob-
servation platform Barcus didn't know,
but he could readily believe that the

lovers had just indulged in some espe-

cially provoking and long-drawn-out
caress.

He overhauled Judith none too soon.
In arnother moment she would have
had her sister by the throat—if her
purpose had not been to throw Rose
bodily overboard, as Barcus suspected.
Happily, he was as quick on his feet

as Judith on her and almost before
he had grasped the situation, he had
grasped her-—had seized her arms and
drawn them foreibly behind her back,
at the same time swinging her round
and endeavoring to propel her back

i through the doorway

It was a man-size job. For the ensu-
ing five minutes he had his hands full
of violeatly resentful and superbly
able-bodied young woman. Only with
the greatest difficulty did he succeed
in wrestling her up the aisle and to
the door of her compartment, where
an even more furious resistance for
some additional minutes prefaced the
ultimate closing of the door upon the
maddened Judith. Even then he might
not draw a .ree breath: there was no
way of locking that door from the out-
side; and he’dared not leave go the
handle, lest the girl agaip fiv out and
renew the battle

Waving aside Alan’'s proffer of as-
he acidly advised that gen-
tleman to return to his post of duty
and not let his infatuation blind him
to what might at anv moment loom
Barcus
stoutly held the door against the girl’s
attempt to pull it open and through
another period when she occupied her-
self with kicking its panels as if hope-
ful of breaking a way out.
pause followed.
from within. And wearying, he won-
dered what the devil she was up to.
Then her voice penetrated the barrier,
{ts accents calm and not unamiable:

“Mr. Barcus!”

“Hello!” he replied, startled. “What
is it, Miss Judith?”

“Please let me out.”

“Not much.”

“Oh—please!"”

Struck by the fact that she hadn’t

lost her temper on hearing his refusal,
he hesitated. It was very true that he
couldn’t stay there forever, holding on
to thaf knob,

P B+ Pomaeasm e e S s

. Alan replied.

A long |
He heard no sounds

Like the Explosion of a Cannon.

vlan and Barcus when they showed 1

ne freet doorway

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Hand Car.

“Well!"” Mr. Barcus broke a silence
whose eloguence may not be translated
in print—*“can vou beat it?”

“Not with this outfit,” Alan admit-
ted gloomily

“But—damn it!—we've got to.”

“Profanity—even vours, my friend
won't make this Pullman move without
an engine,”

“All the same, we can't stop hers

like bumps on a log, waiting for that
gang of thugs to sail up in the light

engine and cut our blessed throats.”
Mr. Law answered this unanswer.
able contention canly with a shrug.
Then, stepping out on the forward
‘platiorm of the Pullman. he cast a
hopeless eve over the landscape.
Raw, rugged hills hemmed in the

right of way, hills whose vast flanks
were covered with dense thickets of
mesquite, chapparal, sagebrush and
cacti, the haunt of owls and rattle-
snakes and-—solitude. No way of es-
cape from that pocket in the hills oth-
er than by the railroad itself.

He lowered his gaze to the tracks
and siding—and started sharply.

“Eh-—what now?” Barcus inquired
with interest.

“Some theoughtful body has left an
old hand car over there in the ditch,”
“Mavbe it isn’t beyond
service—"'

“With me supplying the horsepower,
i suppose!”

“Horse isn't the word.,” Alan cor-
rected meticulously; and escaped the
other's wrath by dropping down to the
ballast and trotting over to the ditch,
where the hand car lay.

“Looks as if it might work,”

he an

nounced. “Come along and lend me 2
hand.”
“Half a minute,” Barcus answered

dodging suddenly back into the car.

When he reappeared, after some five
minutes, Rose accompanied him, and
Barcus was emiling as brilliantly as
though nothing whatever was wrong
with bis world.

“Sorry to keep vou waiting, old top,”
he explained; “but I was smitten with
an inspiration. There didn't seem to
be any sense in letting the amiable
Judith loose upon this fair land, so 1
found a coil of wire in the porter’s

' closet and wired the handle of the
| drawing room door fast to the bars

i across the aisle.

It'll take her some
time to get out, now, without assist-

i ance.”

Ten minutes more had passed before
the two grimy and perspiring gentle-
men succeeded in placing the hand car
apon the tracks.

“It's & swell little hand car,” Bar-
cus observed grimly: “no wonder they
threw it away.”

“What's the &ifference how it looks,
as long as it will go?”

e o
r e

| it, lost
on the siding and began to move more !

! rather
| just

“It’'s got to!” Alan replied, helping !
Rose aboard. “If we can only get out
of sight before they get here—"

“Don’t worry,” Barcus advised:
“that’s a freight whistle.”
“Mavbe vyou can distinguish the !

whistle of a freight from that of a pas- |

senger train—I don’t an't;

say vou

but I'll take no chances on vour judg- |
Hop aboard here if |

ment being good.
you're coming with us!”

Slowly the hand car stirred its
grease-hungry and complaining axles;
slowly it gathered momentum and
surged noisily up the track Alan
and Barcus, on opposite of the
handlebar, alternately and fell
back; slowly it the
grade to the bend in the track, rounded
sight of the stalled Pullman

on

as
sides
rose

mounted

swiftly on a moderate down grade,
Behind it the thunder of an ap-
proaching train grew momentarily in
volume. lending color to the theory of
Mr. Barcus that what they had heard
had been the whistle of a
than of the light engine. But

as Alan was about to advocate

| leaving the tracks and taking the hand

in |

car with them, to clear the way for the
train, its rumble began to diminish,
grew less and beautifully less, and was
stilled.

“What do you make of that?” Alan
panted across the racking bar.

“The obvious.,” Barcus returned.

| “The freight has taken the siding to

e — I S ——— A —

wait for some other through train to
pass. We’'ll have to look sharp and be
ready to jump.”

The grade became a trace more

steep; the car moved with less reluc-
tance.
“Let go.,” Alan advised: “it'll coast

down the balance of this incline—and
we'd better save our strength.”

But they had barely regained their
breath and mopped the streaming
seweat away from their eves when a
second whistle, of a different tone,
startled both back to their task.

Catching the eve of Barcus
nodded despairingly.

“Afraid it's all np with us now,” he
groaned; “that sounded precisely like
the whistle of the light engine.”

“Sure it did!” Barcus agreed. *“Tt
wouldn’'t be us if we had any better
luck. The saints be praised for this
grade!”

For all its age and decrepitude the
hand car made a very fair pace at the

Alan

‘urge of the two who rose and sagged

A little grace was granted them
moreover, through the circumstance !
(as they afterward discovered) that |
{ the light engine had stopped at the

! o3
siding long enoug

again without respite on either side
the handlebar; and the grade was hap-
pily lcng, turning and twisting like ¢
snake through ‘the hills.

h to couple up Trine's
Pullman—thus automatically

to be a light engine, and becoming a

| special

| fore the growing rumble of the latter |

|
|

|
|

It was fully a quarter of an hour be-
warned the trio on the hand car, just
as it gained the end of the grade and
addressed itself to a level though tor-
tuous stretch of track.

And at this point discovery of the
switch of a spur line that shot off
southward into the hills furnished Alan
with his independent inspiration.

Stopping the hand car after it had

| jolted over the frogs, he jumped down,

set the switch to shunt'the pursuit off
to the spur, and leaped back upon
the car.

Hardly had the - sugceeded in work-
ing the hand car up round the shoulder
of the next bend when the special took
the switch without pause and the roar
of its progress, shut off by an inter-
vening mountain, was suddenly stilled
to a murmur.

But even so. there was neither rest
for the weary nor much excuse for
self-congratulation; the rumble of the
special was not altogether lost to hear-
ing when the thunder of the freight
replaced and drowned it out.

Of a sudden, releasing the handle-
bar, Alar stood up and signed to Bar-
cus to imitate his example.

“Well—?” this last panted, when he
had obeyed.

“Jump off —leave the hand car where
it is—they’ll have to stop to clear it off
the track.”

“And then?”

“I'll buy a lift from them if it takes
my last dollar in the world,” Alan
promised. “It's our only hope. We
can't keep up this heartbreaking busi-
ness forever—and it can’t be long be-
fore Trine and Marrophat discover
their mistake!”

CHAPTER XXXV.
Caboose.

For ouce, in a way, it fell out pre-
cisely as Mr. Law had planned and
prayed.

Constrained to pull up in order to re-
move the obstruction from the track,
the train crew of the freight choked
down its collective wrath on being pre-
sented with a sum of money. In the
hopes of further largesse it lent its
common ear to Alan's well-worn tale,
which had so frequently proved useful
in similar emergencies, of an eloping
couple pursued by an unreasoningly
vindictive parent; and had its hopes
rewarded by the price Alan bargained

to pay in exchange for exclusive use |

of the caboose as far as the next town.
So that it was not more than ten
minutes before Rose was settled to
rest in such comfort as the caboose af-
forded, while Alan and Barcus sat
within its doorway and smoked.
Neither he nor any other aboard the
freight suspected for an instant that,

in the box car next forward of the ca-.

boose, a woman in man’s clothing lay
perdus, now and again

slight !

freighter |

ceasing |

, fmpishly to herself in anticipation of
' the time and the event she was bdiding
|mth such patience as she could mus-
| ter.
| The whistle of a locomotive over-
taking the freight sounded t ignal
for her to take action on hed
| plan.

Rising, she glanced out of the open
door. A curve in the track below the
| freight. laboring up a steep grade, en-
abled her to catch a glimpse of a head-
light. followed by a string of lighted
| windows, indicating a single car: the

special, beyond a doubt.

Without hesitation, since the train
was not running at speed, she dropped
out to the ballast, wheeled smartly

! about, caught the handbar at the end
| of the box car as it passed and swung
| herself up between it and the caboose.

A trifle later the freight gained the
summit of the grade and began to run
more smoothly.

Climbing to the top of the box car
' she peered keenly through the gloam-
| ing, which was not vet so dense that
tshp might not discern two heads pro-

Judith Uncoupling the Caboose.

cial’'s engine, one on either side.

coat and waved it wildly in the air.
An arm answered the signal from

one window

tive.

; Marrophat, of course!

freight was approaching a trestic that

spanned a wide and shallow guliy.

l So much the better!

]curs. she set herself to solve the prob-
lem of uncoupling the caboose.

In this she was successful just as
the last car roiled out on the trestie

Its own impetus carried the caboose
to the middle of the trestle before it
stopped.

As this happened. Alan and Barcus,
already warned of an emergency by
the slowing down of the car, and for
some time alive to the fact that the
special was again in pursuit, leaped
out upon the ties and helped Rose to
alight.

Already the last of the freight was
whisking off the trestle. its crew thus
far unconscious of their loss.

And behind them the special was
plunging forward at unabated speed.

There was no time to execute their
plan of the first desperate instant—to
run along the ties to safety on the
solid earth: the distance was too
great; they could not possibly make it

With common impulse the two men
glanced down to the bettom of the
gully, then looked at each other with
eyves informed by common inspiration.

Barcus announced m a breatll.
“Thirty feet—not more.’

Alan replied:»+ “Can vou hold the
weight of the two of us for half a min-
ute?”

Barcus shrugged: *“I can try.
might as well-——even if I can’t.”

While speaking, he was lowering
himself between the ties.

“All right,” he announced briefly.

With a word to Rose, Alan slipped
down beside Barcus, shifted his hold
{to the body of the latter, and climbed
!down over him until he was supported
solely by the grasp of his two hands
on Barcus' ankles.

Instantly Rose foilowed him, slip-
ping like a snake down over the two

We

hold and dropped the balance of the

feet, landing without injury.
A thought later Alan dropped lightly
'to her side, staggered a trifle, recov-
ered and dragged her out of the way.
Barcus fell with a heavy thump and
went upon his back, but demonstrated
his lack of injury by immediately pick-
ing himself up and joining the others
in a mad scramble for safety.
! Overhead the special engine, hur-

struck the caboose with a
the explosion of a cannon.:
upon itself like a thing of

That it had been constructed C
more solid stuff was abundantly

ters and broken iron that rained about
the heads of the fugitives.
For all that, the gods smiled upon

(Continued). -

truding from the window of the spe-

At a venture, she snatched off her

of the pursuing locomo-

She turned and peered ahead. The

Dropping down again between the

men till she in tain hung by her grasp
on Alan's ankles, then released her

distance to the ground, a scant tem

proved by the shower of timbers, splin-

them for their courage: MM .
without a scratch. _

®
i

.
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