
Secretary Vilsack Announces 
Additional 800,000 Acres 
Dedicated to Conservation

Dare to Live 
Without Limits

By Bryan Golden

Caring

Reserve Program for Wildlife 
Habitat and Wetlands

May 29,2015 -  Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack an­
nounced today that an addi­
tional 800,000 acres of highly 
environmentally sensitive land 
may be enrolled in Conserva­
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
under certain  w etland  and 
wildlife initiatives that provide 
multiple benefits on the same 
land.

The U.S. D epartm ent o f 
Agriculture (USDA) will ac­
cept new offers to participate 
in CRP under a general signup 
to be held  Dec. 1, 2015, 
through Feb. 26,2016. Eligible 
existing program participants 
with contracts expiring Sept. 
30, 2015, will be granted an 
option for one-year extensions. 
Farmers and ranchers inter­
ested in removing sensitive 
land from agricultural produc­
tion and planting grasses or 
trees to reduce soil erosion, 
improve water quality and re­
store wildlife habitat are en­
couraged to enroll. Secretary 
Vilsack made the announce­
ment during a speech delivered 
at the Ducks Unlimited Na­

tional Convention in Milwau­
kee, Wisconsin.

“For 30 years, the Conser­
vation Reserve Program has 
supported farmers and ranch­
ers as they continue to be good 
stewards o f land and water. 
This initiative has helped farm­
ers and ranchers prevent more 
than 8 billion tons of soil from 
eroding, reduce nitrogen and 
phosphorous runoff relative to 
cropland by 95 and 85 percent 
respectively, and even seques­
ter 43 million tons o f green­
house gases annually, equal to 
taking 8 million cars off the 
road,” said Vilsack. “This has 
been one of most successful 
conservation programs in the 
history o f the country, and 
today’s announcement keeps 
that momentum moving for­
ward.”

The voluntary Conservation 
R eserve P rogram  allow s 
USD A to contract with agricul­
tural producers so that environ­
mentally sensitive land is con­
served. Participants establish 
long-term, resource-conserv­
ing plant species to control soil

erosion, improve water quality 
and develop wildlife habitat. In 
return, USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) provides par­
ticipants with rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Con­
tract duration is between 10 
and 15 years.

“CRP protects water qual­
ity and restores significant 
habitat for ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, quail, deer and other 
important wildlife. That spurs 
economic development like 
hunting and fishing, outdoor 
recreation and tourism all over 
rural America,” said Vilsack. 
“Today we’re allowing an ad­
ditional 800,000 acres for duck 
nesting habitat and other wet­
land and wildlife habitat initia­
tives to be enrolled in the pro­
gram.”

In add ition  to D ucks 
Unlimited’s partnership with 
the Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram, other longtime partners 
include Pheasants Forever, 
Quail Forever, Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies,

(Continued to Page 4)

Too often we underestimate 
the power of a touch, a smile, 
a kind word, a listening ear, an 
honest com plim ent, or the 
smallest act of caring, all of 
which have the potential to 
turn a life around.” —  Leo 
Buscaglia

What does it mean to be a 
caring person? Are you one? 
A caring person is sensitive to 
the needs and feelings of oth­
ers. It’s not enough to feel you 
care, you have to be willing to 
take some action that can help 
another to feel better.

Those who are overly self- 
absorbed are not able to care 
about others. They are too 
concerned about their own cir­
cumstances to be aware of any­
one else. Self-absorbed people 
often feel life is a contest 
where they have to vie against 
others for a piece o f a limited 
pie. They mistakenly believe 
that if  they don ’t beat out 
someone else, there won’t be 
enough for them.

This outlook is substantially 
flawed. There is more than 
enough for everyone. Life of­
fers un lim ited  abundance. 
However, self-absorbed people 
w ill constantly  struggle to 
achieve their goals, i f  they 
achieve them  at all. A nd 
should they get w hat they 
want, there is little or no feel­
ing o f contentment.

When you care about others, 
rather than being wrapped up 
in yourself, you attract more of 
what you want as a result of 
helping others. Caring people 
tend to be happier, more con­
tent, and more successful com­
pared to those who are only 
concerned about themselves.

Does it matter if  people care 
about you? Although it’s nice 
when it happens, if  it doesn’t, 
it shouldn’t matter. It’s tempt­
ing to feel that you will care 
about others only after they 
care about you. The question 
then is who will start caring 
first? Caring isn’t a response, 
it is a cause. When you care, 
others will care about you. The 
people who care about you may 
not be the same as the ones you 
care about. But it doesn’t mat­
ter.

When you are a caring per­
son, you attract other caring 
people into your life. As a car­
ing person you will be very 
comfortable to be around. You 
will project a very positive en­
ergy which attracts more posi­
tive energies and people.

Should you only be caring 
when it’s convenient, or is it 
worth the effort to be caring 
even if it requires some sacri­
fice? People who genuinely 
care, do so regardless of the

(Continued to Page 3)
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BHS Weathers 
Storms to Bring 
Home Four State 
UIL Academic 
Medals
By Cindy Herridge

The best of the best in 1A 
schools m et in A ustin last 
week to battle it out I the 2015 
State UIL Meet.

Borden County was well 
represented with five contend­
ers: Senior, Sean Tucker, Jun­
iors Nathan Souder and Rob­
ert Jordan, Sophomore Sydnee 
Jordan and Freshman Carley 
Bell.

A fter the dust se ttled ,
Borden County returned home 
with four medals.

Winning the gold was Rob­
ert Jordan in Poetry Interpre­
ta tion ; the silver w ent to

Mr. & Mrs. BHS

Borden County High School senior’s Mason Coor and Bessie Rhodes have 
been selelcted as Mr. and Mrs. BHS. Mason is the son o f Kurt and Jeanie 
Coor o f Gail. Bessie is the daughter o f Chris and Olivia Rhodes ofLamesa, 
Texas.

Sydnee Jordan in News Writ­
ing; the bronze was awarded 
to Nathan in LD Debate and 
Carley Bell earned a 6th place 
in Feature Writing.

Sean Tucker ended up only 
tw o po in ts away from  
medaling in Mathematics.

The tradition carries on 
for B orden  , .
County UIL, 
and we are so 
proud o f 
these fabu­
lous five. ^
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Competing at the recent State UIL Academic meet held in Austin are (left to right) Sydnee Jordan, Nathan Souder, 
Sean Tucker, Robert Jordan and Carley Bell. The group brought home four medals in Poetry Interpretation, LD 
Debate, News Writing and Feature Writing.

Sands Summer Team 
Camp

Borden County Coyote, Trace Richey drives to the goal to score against the 
O Donnell Eagles in last weeks Sands Summer Camp.
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Summer Money Tips
School is out for the sum­

mer! Summer can be a prime 
time for parents to help chil­
dren learn about money. Here 
are a few ways to strengthen 
your children’s skills:

• N um bers are all 
around us , fro license plates, 
to road signs. When you are 
traveling with your children, 
make a game of finding num­
bers or counting certain items.

• Count out th ings—  
like produce at the farm er’s 
m arket or grocery store— I 
need five today, help me count.

• Use blocks to build 
and sort and categorize into 
colors, shapes and sizes. This 
is just another way to sort, like 
sorting coins, or sorting money 
into spending, saving and shar­
ing categories.

• Play dominos together 
and count the dots.

• Play board games to 
utilize counting skills.

• Use the clock to start 
counting time.

• Teach measuring con­
cepts with a sand box and wa­
ter. Using water to measure is

a great learning tool on a hot 
summer day.

• When you make a list 
and check off items as you run 
errands, your child can help in 
m aking the list and then in 
checking items off. They’ll 
learn skills for planning and 
following their plans.

• When a family is plan­
ning a vacation, and requests 
arise to buy candy or other 
small items, ask the question, 
“would you rather have this OR 
be able to go the amusement 
park or zoo? Help them under­
stand how small choices add up 
by putting the money saved 
(not spent on candy...) in a jar 
for the specific vacation-re­
lated purpose.

All these activities will help 
your child learn that essential 
financial lesson: “If  you really 
want something, plan for it. 
Shop around, compare prices 
and get the item that gives the 
most for your money.”

Source: Iowa State Univer­
sity Outreach and Extension 
Money Tip$ Blog

Dare to 
Live...
(Continuedfrom Page 1)

energy required. Caring isn’t 
linked to convenience. Rather, 
it’s based on someone’s need.

You can be a caring person 
without sacrificing your own 
well being. An erroneous be­
lief is that you must suffer in 
order to be genuinely caring. 
You will be in the best posi­
tion to care about others when 
you first ensure that your own 
requirements are being met. 
You can’t be of much service 
w hen you need assistance 
yourself.

There is another important 
reason to care. It’s because 
you can get everything you 
want in your life by consis­
tently helping other people get 
what they want. When you 
take care o f others, you will 
ultimately be taken care of. 
There is no way to know when 
or how, but it will happen.

How can you show how you 
care? There is no gesture too 
small. As the opening quote 
so aptly states, there is amaz­
ing power in a touch, smile, 
kind word, or sincere compli­
ment. Something that may 
seem insignificant to you can 
have a major impact on the life 
of another.

A caring gesture, at the right 
moment, regardless o f how 
simple, will seem like a gift 
from God to the recipient. In 
return, there is nothing more 
satisfying than knowing you 
have m ade a difference to 
someone else.

Bryan is a management 
consultant, motivational 
speaker, author, and adjunct 
professor. E-mail Bryan at 
bryan@columnist.com.
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The Borden Star (USPS or 
PUBLICATION No. 895-520) 
is published weekly except 
Christmas and New Year’s 
week for $ 12.00 per year by the 
Borden Star, PO Box 137, Gail, 
Texas, POSTMASTER: Send 
Change of Address to the 
Borden Star, PO Box 137 Gail, 
Texas 79738.

Jared Tusa and Kalli Poole

Poole, Tus
October Wedding

Dennis and Sheri Poole of Gail announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Kalli Dennise Poole, to Jared Wayne Tusa, 
son of Frank and Sandy Tusa o f Reagan, Texas.

Kalli graduated from Borden County ISD in 2007. She re­
ceived a degree in Animal Science from Texas Tech Univer­
sity in 2011. Kalli went on to receive her RN degree from 
Covenant in 2013 and her BSN from Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center in 2015. She is employed as an RN in 
the NICU at Baylor Scott & White Hillcrest Hospital in Waco.

Jared is a 2000 graduate of Marlin ISD. He received a de­
gree in Agricultural Economics from Texas A & M
University in 2005 and currently works with his family at Tusa 
Show Cattle in Reagan, Texas.

An October 24, 2015 wedding is planned in Reagan.

TTent Sm ith tsm ithpoly@ icloud.com
Cell: 432-260-9667  fax: 1-866-683-8812

mailto:luiie.smith@agnetismu.edu
mailto:bord@nfcs.wordpress.com
mailto:bryan@columnist.com
mailto:tsmithpoly@icloud.com
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USD A Announces 
Additional 800,000 
Acres Dedicated to 
Conservation
Reserve Program...

(Continued from Page 1)

National Association of State 
Foresters, National Wild Tur­
key Federation, Audubon So­
ciety, National Bobwhite Tech­
nical Committee, Quality Deer 
Management Association, Na­
tional Rural Water Associa­
tion, Playa Lakes Joint Ven­
ture, Longleaf Alliance, state 
soil and water conservation 
districts, and state forestry, 
agriculture and natural re ­
source agencies.

“I encourage all farmers and 
ranchers to consider the vari­
ous CRP continuous sign-up 
initiatives that may help target 
specific resource concerns,” 
said Vilsack. “Financial assis­
tance is offered for many prac­
tices including conservation 
buffers and pollinator habitat 
plantings, and initiatives such 
as the highly erodible lands, 
bottomland hardwood tree and 
longleaf pine, all of which are 
extremely important.”

Farmers and ranchers may 
visit their FSA county office 
for additional information. The 
2014 Farm Bill authorized the 
enrollment o f grasslands in 
CRP and information on grass­
lands enrollment will be avail­
able after the regulation is pub­
lished later this summer.

The Conservation Reserve 
Program was re-authorized by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, which 
builds on historic economic 
gains in rural America over the 
past six years, while achieving 
meaningful reform and billions 
of dollars in savings for tax­
payers. Since enactm ent, 
USD A has made significant 
progress to implement each 
provision o f this critical legis­
lation, including providing di­
saster re lief to farmers and 
ranchers; strengthening risk 
management tools; expanding 
access to rural credit; funding 
critical research; establishing 
innovative public-private con­
servation partnerships; devel­
oping new markets for rural- 
made products; and investing 
in infrastructure, housing, and 
community facilities to help 
improve quality o f life in rural 
America. For more informa­
tion , v isit w w w .usda.gov/ 
farmbill.

For more information about 
CRP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ 
conservation, or contact your 
local USDA Farm  Service 
Agency office. To find your 
local FSA office, visit http:// 
offices.usda.gov.
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That’s why 

whenever we can 
we should always 

be kind to 
everyone, and 

especially to our 
Christian brothers.

Galations 6:10

Sands Summer Team Camp

The Borden'County Ladies play defense against the Grady Lady Wildcats 
in last weeks Sands Small Team Camp.
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Borden County 4-Her ’s (left to right) Käsen Oaks, Jenna Holbrooks, Laney Stanseil, Macee Rathbun, Brooklyn 
Gray, and Tres Spencer in the Robotics project have been working over the past three months to build, program 
and manupulate their Lego EV3 Mindstorm Robots. Robotics is a part ofthe Science, Engineering and Technology 
program in 4-H. Through this project youth learn: creative thinking, an understanding o f scientific and engineering 
principles used in the design process and gain valuable skills (time management, critical thinking, etx.) needed 
inthe real world. These youth presented information about the Robotics Project and demonstrated what they have 
done this year on Monday, May 25th for the Kindergarten through the fifth grade classes at Borden County.

http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

