
USD A Reminds Farmers of 
2014 Farm Bill Conservation 
Compliance Changes

D a re  to L ive  

W ithout Lim its
By Bryan Golden

Staying Positive
The 2014 Farm Bill imple

ments a change that requires 
farmers to have a Highly Erod- 
ible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation Certifi
cation (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for 
premium support on their fed
eral crop insurance, a com
pleted and signed A D -1026 
certification form must be on 
file with the FSA. The Risk 
Management Agency (RMA), 
through the Federal Crop In
surance Corporation (FCIC), 
manages the federal crop insur
ance program that provides the 
m odern farm safety net for 
American farmers and ranch
ers.

Since enactment of the 1985 
Farm Bill, eligibility for most 
commodity, disaster, and con

servation programs has been 
linked to compliance with the 
highly erodible land conserva
tion and wetland conservation 
provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill 
continues the requirement that 
producers adhere to conserva
tion compliance guidelines to 
be eligible for most programs 
adm in iste red  by FSA  and 
NRCS. This includes most fi
nancial assistance such as the 
new price and revenue protec
tion programs, the Conserva
tion R eserve Program , the 
Livestock Disaster Assistance 
programs and Marketing As
sistance Loans and most pro
grams implemented by FSA. It 
also includes the Environmen
tal Quality Incentives Program, 
the Conservation Stewardship 
Program, and other conserva

tion programs implemented by 
NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Re
source Conservation (NRCS) 
programs already have imple
mented this requirement and 
therefo re  m ost p roducers 
should already have an AD- 
1026 form on file for their as
sociated lands. If  an AD -1026 
form has not been filed or is 
incomplete, then farmers are 
reminded o f the deadline of 
June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes 
and submits the AD-1026 cer
tif ic a tio n  form , FSA  and 
NRCS staff will review the 
associated farm records and 
outline any additional actions 
that may be required to meet 
the required compliance with 
the conservation compliance 
provisions.

FSA recently released a re
vised form AD -1026, which is 
available at USDA Service 
C enters and on line  at: 
ww w.fsa.usda.gov . USDA 
will publish a rule later this 
year that will provide details 
outlining the connection o f 
conservation compliance with 
crop insurance premium sup
port. Producers can also con
tact their local USDA Service 
Center for information. A list
ing of service center locations 
is available at offices.usda.gov

A positive state of mind pro
vides you with many benefits. 
Contrast this with the fact that 
a negative outlook not only has 
no benefits, it carries numer
ous detriments. In spite o f the 
incontrovertible benefits o f a 
positive attitude, maintaining it 
can be a challenge.

Each day, you will usually 
experience more negative in
fluences than positive. Just as 
the light from a flashlight will 
become dim over time, your 
positive energy will be drained 
by exposure to negative input. 
Additionally, having to deal 
with obstacles on a regular ba
sis can be exhausting as well.

In order to keep a flashlight 
working, it has to be recharged. 
Your attitude has the same re
quirement. You have to keep 
rejuvenating your positive out
look. Otherwise, your attitude 
will degrade as negative influ
ences seep in.

When leaving your home, 
you are exposed to many nega
tive people and situations. 
While home, you can experi
ence negative influences, per
haps from other people in your 
household.

Even the most positive, mo
tivated, and upbeat individuals 
must recharge regularly in or
der to stay positive. Everyone 
gets worn down and drained by

negative energy. Don’t worry if 
you’re in a slump at the end of 
the day. Just take corrective ac
tion with a positive recharge.

Staying positive involves two 
strategies. First, whenever pos
sible, limit your exposure to the 
negative. You have more con
trol over this aspect o f your day 
than you might realize. Who 
you spend your free time with, 
what you talk about, the things 
you read, the program s you 
watch on TV, and the movies 
you go to see, are up to you.

For example, do you watch 
the morning news while you are 
getting ready for work? If  you 
do, you are not alone. The prob
lem with the news is that it’s not 
good news. Regardless o f what 
is happening in the world, the 
news brings you all that is bad. 
By the tim e you leave your 
hom e, you m ind  has been 
pumped full of all that is wrong 
with life. So, you are starting 
your day with your mental bat
tery  a lready  p a rtia lly  d is 
charged.

Instead o f turning on the 
news, put on some relaxing mu
sic you enjoy. There are plenty 
of opportunities to stay informed 
w ithou t hav ing  to  becom e 
drained. You might even find 
the m orning a good tim e to 
spend some additional time talk-

(Continued to Pg. 4)

http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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Grady Wildcats Bring Coyotes 
Basketball Season to End
By Coach Edw ards

The Borden County Coy
otes basketball season came to 
an end at the hands o f the 
Grady Wildcats in the regional 
quarter-final round in Lamesa. 
Red hot shooting by the Wild
cats, including 16 buckets from 
behind the arc, helped to a 68- 
41 victory.

The Coyotes had a hard 
time scoring putting up single 
digit points in the first and 
third quarters. The Wildcats 
outscored Borden 37-22 in the 
first half. Grady extended its 
lead  in the th ird  period  
outscoring the Coyotes 15-7. 
In the fourth quarter, the Wild
cats outscored Borden 17-12. 
Fifteen points were five, three 
point field goals.

“Those guys came out fir
ing and the bad thing is the ball 
was going in,” Coach Edwards

stated. “I thought we com
peted hard from  buzzer to 
buzzer. But when a team is 
knocking down shots that deep 
from behind the arc, all you do 
is tap on the back and tell them 
nice shot.”

Grady went on the win the 
regional tournament defeating 
Jayton and Menard. The Wild
cats beat Calvert in the state 
semi-finals before bowing out 
to Texline in the state champi
onship game.

“We got beat by the state 
runner-up in the third round of 
the playoffs,” stated Coach 
Edwards. “We had a wonder
ful season. We definitely have 
something to build on. I ’m 
very proud of our team.”

Trace Richey finished the 
night with 11 points followed 
by H unter Jones w ith 10

points. Sean Tucker contrib
uted seven points while Corbin 
Sum ners knocked  in five 
po in ts. R iley  H erridge  
chipped in four points and Di
ego Bernal scored two points. 
Korbin M artinez and Noah 
Morales finished with a point.

Borden finished the season 
as Area Champions with a 22- 
9 overall record.

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

No Break for the 
Coyotes as Baseball 
Season Begins
By Coach Edw ards

Dust off the glove, take a 
few swings, ready or not base
ball is here. The Borden Coy
otes literally ran off the bas
ketball court and onto the base
ball diamond with little prac
tice to be had. And they have 
already played a tournament 
and a district game.

The Coyotes defeated Val
ley 20-1, defeated Idalou JV 8- 
0, lost to O’Donnell 4-2, and 
won the 2015 Borden County 
B aseball T ournam ent. 
B orden , Idalou  JV, and 
O’Donnell all finished with a 
2-1 record, but the Coyotes 
earned the championship with 
a po in t d iffe ren tia tio n  tie 
breaker.

At the end o f spring break, 
Borden hosted the Forsan Buf
faloes in district 6-A action. 
The Coyotes led 2-1 through 
the first three innings, but the 
B uffaloes got ro lling  in 
the fourth scoring 6 runs on a 
couple o f  B orden  errors. 
Forsan scored two runs in the

sixth and two more in the sev
enth to win the contest, 11-2.

Hunter Jones pitched 3 1/3 
innings striking out two and 
w alk ing  four. Jones was 
tabbed with the loss. Mason 
Coor pitched 3 2/3 innings 
striking out five and walking 
1.

Coor had a double and a run 
scored. Jones had a double, a 
run scored, and a rbi. Braxton 
Coor had a single.

The Coyotes will host Post 
in a non-district game on Tues
day and resume district on Fri
day at R otan at 
5:00pm. â *II

Hurrikane Richter pitches to a Forsan batter during their match against 
the Buffaloes.
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Without God, we have 
the ability to 

manufacture character, 
but it's counterfeit and 
cheap. We can produce 

love, but i t ’s conditional; 
happiness, but it s 

temporary; peace, but 
it s circumstantial 

-JeffKinley
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on our 20,30 & 50 
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FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE with UNLIMITED DATA USAGE!
Stream all you want without worrying about pricey overage fees.

M ake su m  g rn 're  g e t  a i l  th e  sp eed g eu  need!
The demand on your system increases with multipie users and 

devices accessing your connection. You may need a 
higher speed to receive the best performance.

SPEED UP VOUB INTERNET
at no additional charge for 3 months!*

Contact us for details!

OKA LAMERO
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www.poka.com

Annual Booster Club 
Egg Hunt

Friday, April 03 ,2015  
11:00am at the Pavilion 

Ages 5 and under

Bring your baskets and 
come hunt eggs with the 

Easter Bunny 
Refreshments to follow

Regular Board Meeting 
-  February 12, 2015

The Board of Trustees of the 
Borden County Independent 
School District of Gail, Texas, 
met in regular session at 7:00 
RM. in the Board Room of the 
Borden County I.S.D. Board 
members present were John 
Anderson, Joel Dennis, Todd 
Holbrooks, Mike Valentine, 
Randy Hensley, Carol Lewis, 
and D ennis Poole. B illy  
C ollins, B art M cM eans, 
DeAnn Brady and Debi Parks 
were also in attendance.

1. The meeting was called 
to order at 7:00 P.M. by John 
Anderson.

2. There was commu
nity input from DeAnn Brady 
and Debi Parks.

3. A motion was made by 
Carol Lewis and seconded by 
Joel Dennis to approve the 
m inutes o f the January 6th, 
2015, January 13th, 2015, Janu
ary 14th, 2015, and J anuary 21st, 
2015 board m eetings. The 
motion carried unanimously.

4. A motion was made by 
Mike Valentine and seconded 
by Randy Hensley to approve 
the January 2015, and Febru
ary 2015 bills. The motion 
carried unanimously.

5. A motion was made by 
Joel Dennis and seconded by 
Carol Lewis to employ Billy 
Collins as superintendent of 
Borden County ISD. Copy of 
contract agreement is attached 
to minutes. The motion carried 
unanimously.

6. A motion was made by 
Mike Valentine and seconded 
by Randy Hensley to employ 
Jimmy Thomas as consultant 
for BCISD at a rate o f $3000/ 
month. Voting for the motion 
were Joel Dennis, Mike Valen
tine, Randy Hensley and John 
Anderson. Voting against the 
m otion were Dennis Poole, 
C arol Lew is and Todd 
Holbrooks.

7. A motion was made by 
Joel Dennis and seconded by 
Todd Holbrooks to set the next 
regu lar board  m eeting for 
March 23rd, at 7:00 P.M. The 
motion carried unanimously.

8. A motion was made by 
Carol Lewis and seconded by 
Mike Valentine to approve the 
Legal Services Retainer Agree
ment with Walsh, Anderson,

Brown, Gallegos, and Green, 
P.C. The m otion  carried  
unanimously.

9. A motion was made 
by Randy Hensley and sec
onded by Joel Dennis for Ap
prove the 2014-2015 BCISD 
District Improvement Plan and 
Academic Excellence Indica
tor Report.

10. A motion was made by 
Mike Valentine and seconded 
by Todd Holbrooks to extend 
a new two-year contract to 
Bart M cM eans with an in
crease in salary  o f  $300/ 
month.

11. A motion was made by 
Carol Lewis and seconded by 
Todd Holbrooks to approve 
the 2015-2016 textbook adop
tions.

12. A motion was made by 
Dennis Poole and seconded by 
Joel Dennis to approve the 
superintendent’s report: En
rollment Report, Financial Re
port, S tudent Failu re  and 
Honor Roll Report. The mo
tion carried unanimously.

13. A motion was made 
by Carol Lewis and seconded 
by Randy Hensley to adjourn 
the meeting. The motion car
ried unanimously

560 US Hwy 87 1647 Ava J 115 W Main St 307 H i  Ave
HofTahoka « Tahoka *  Post *  Seagraves 

806-924-7234 806-561-5600 806-990-9901 806-387-333

Certain restrictions apply. All speeds may not be available in all areas. Contact store for details.

Borden County ISD 
Board Meeting

School
Lunch
Menu

Mar. 16-20 ,2015

M enu subject to 
change

M onday - B reakfast: 
P ancake  Pup & Y ogurt, 
Fruit Juice, Fruit and Milk. 
Lunch: Pizza, Baby Carrots 
w/Ranch, Fruit and Milk.

T uesday - B reak fas t: 
F ren ch  T oast & B acon , 
F ru it Ju ice , F ru it, M ilk. 
Lunch: Philly Chees Steak 
Sandwich, Potato Rounds, 
Veggie Cup, Fresh Fruit, 
C a rn iv a l C o o k ie  (9 -12  
grade only) and Milk.

W ednesday - Breakfast: 
Chicken & B iscuit, Fruit 
Ju ic e , F ru it  and  M ilk . 
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, 
M ac & C heese , G arden  
Salad, Green Beans, Apple 
Slices, Crispy Cereal Treat 
and Milk.

Thursday - Breakfast: 
Early Bird Sandwich, Fruit 
Ju ic e , F ru it  and  M ilk . 
Lunch: Texas Combo Bas
ket, Charro Beans, Garden 
Salad, Fruit and Milk.

Friday - Breakfast: M uf
fin & Sausage, Fruit Juice, 
F ru it  and  M ilk . L unch : 
Chicken Fajita Salad, Span
ish Rice (9-12 grade only), 
Seasoned Com, Baby Car
rots, Peaches and Milk.

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider.

The Borden Star (USPS or PUB
LICATION No. 895-520) is pub
lished weekly except Christmas and 
New Year’s week for $ 12.00 per year 
by the Borden Star, PO Box 137, 
Gail, Texas, POSTMASTER: Send 
Change o f Address to the Borden 
Star, PO box 137, Gail, Texas 79738.

http://www.poka.com
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EXTENSION

Julie Mumme Smith
Borden County Extension Agent » Family & Consumer Sciences 

P.0 , Sox 155 or 140 Past Wiboum, Gall, TX 79738 (8o6)?56-433&
|uRe.smith@agnet.tamu.edu http;//borden.agrlife.org

Facebook: Borden County Extension and 4*H 
Blog: http://agrllffeextensionborder5fcs.wordpress.com
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Caring and Storing Out o f Season 
Clothing

Now that Winter is winding 
down, we are thinking about 
cleaning and storing our Win
ter coats and clothing. O f 
course, in West Texas, we 
might need them in the middle 
of May, but we won’t be need
ing them daily anymore. As we 
all know, a warm, cozy coat is 
a major item in a winter ward
robe budget. So, it makes good 
sense to keep this fashion in
vestment looking good for as 
long as possible. The Soap and 
D etergent A ssociation says 
that the key is proper care. 
Start by reading the care labels. 
It is a wise idea to do this be
fore making a purchase. That 
way, one can be sure that care 
requirements and lifestyle are 
compatible. Once the pur
chase is made, read and follow 
the care label instructions. 
Treat stains immediately to 
keep them from setting in. Dry 
cleaning or washing washable 
Fall and Winter clothes before 
storing them during Summer 
months may eliminate the need 
to replace them  next Fall. 
Seemingly clean clothes can 
have stains that set and darken 
with age. Once a stain has set, 
it usually is difficult -  or im
possible -  to remove. Stains 
also can be an invitation to in
sects like silverfish, crickets, 
and roaches that will eat the 
fiber o f the fabric to get to the 
food stain. Such insects may 
not eat all of the way through 
the garment like moths do, but 
the damage can be significant 
enough to make a garm ent 
unwearable. Insects also are 
attracted to starch used on 
som e garm ents, includ ing  
m en’s dress shirts and some 
jeans.

To protect clothing during 
the “off” season, follow these 
tips:

• Follow  d irec tions on 
clothing care labels; dry clean 
or wash and dry out-of-season 
clothing before storing.

• Remove clothing from

plastic dry-cleaning bags and 
transfer it to a garment bag or 
box that can breathe.

• Allow room between more 
than one item of clothing that 
is stored in the same garment 
bag or box. Crowding clothes 
can undo a professional press 
and increase the risk of insect 
damage if  insects should dam
age nearby clothing.

• Newer vinyl or plastic 
boxes that have air holes for 
ventilation can be used to store 
clean sweaters, blouses, shirts 
and other items, such as win
ter gloves and scarves.

• Re-sealable, air-tight plas
tic containers are not recom
mended. Condensation within 
the containers may result in 
mold and mildew damage to 
contents or leave clothes with 
a musty odor.

• Store out-of-season cloth
ing in an unused or little-used 
closet or on a shelf. Try not to 
stack storage boxes; items 
stored in the bottom box typi
cally sustain the most damage. 
Storing out-of-season clothing 
in a basement can subject it to 
damage from mold and m il
dew. Attic heat also can “cook’ 
clothing to the point where fi
bers become brittle and break.

• Mothballs are not recom
mended for several reasons. To 
prevent damage to clothing and 
o ther tex tile s , m othballs  
should be used in a sealed en
vironment. Few of us can cre
ate such an environment in our 
homes. Also, m othballs are 
toxic to children and pets and 
their odor can be an issue for 
people with asthma or breath
ing sensitivities.

• A cedar chest or closet 
isn’t 100 percent effective for 
avoiding pest damage, either.

While it’s true that insects 
don’t like the scent of cedar, 
clothing with food-based stains 
that is stored within cedar chest 
or closet still will attract in
sects. The natural oil in the 
wood that repels insects will

Afather hurried to the church to 
drive his son home. Seeing a man 
at the door, he asked, Is  the 
sermon done ye t?

"No,* he answered, “not ye t" 
Now true * for we listen better 

than we live, The world's greatest 
misfortune isn't the lack of 
preaching, but of practicing.

There are three kinds of 
people, First, those who make no 
profession of Christianity,

Second, those who profess it 
but don l practice it.

Third, those who profess it, and 
practice it

Into which class are you?
No, the sermon is n l done until 

you translate the Bible into your 
behavior. Start doing it now, 
won’t you?

stain clothing or other textile 
items -  such as quilts and pil
lowcases -  that come in con
tact with it. To maintain the 
effectiveness of a cedar chest 
or closet, the wood also needs 
to be sanded lightly periodi
cally to keep the oil active.

Flousehold items like mat
tress pads, blankets, and com
forters also should be cleaned 
before  storage. Fo llow ing  
m anufacturers’ directions is 
advisable, especially when it 
comes to electric blankets, 
which generally cannot be dry 
cleaned or washed.

Whether it is long term or 
daily storage, avoid hanging a 
coat by its neck on a hook or 
coat rack . Use a padded  
hanger.

Quilts and other vintage tex
tiles can require special care. 
For more information on car
ing for textiles and clothing, 
con tac t the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service- 
Borden County office.

Source: The Soap and De
tergent Association s Cleanli
ness Facts Newsletter and 
Kansas State Research and 
Extension

Dare to
(Continued from Pg. 1)

ing with your family.
Your commute to and from 

work provides an excellent op
portunity to recharge. If  you 
drive, listen to recorded moti
vational books or inspirational 
biographies. If  you take mass 
transit or walk, you can use a 
portable device to listen to the 
same type of material. You can 
also listen to educational ma
terial to learn new skills or 
broaden your existing knowl
edge.

Lunch with coworkers can 
be draining whenever the time 
is used to complain. Listen
ing to other people gripe about 
their problems certainly won’t 
make you feel good. You may 
be friends with the people you 
work with, but you don’t have 
to listen to their whining. Ex
cuse yourself and do some
th ing  else m ore p leasan t. 
Read, go for a walk, or even

Live...
go out to your car and listen to 
music or an audio book.

In the evening, as in the 
m orning, avoid im m ersing 
yourself in the day’s news. If 
you end your day filling your 
mind with distressing input, 
how do you think you will feel 
as you go to sleep?

It’s worth the effort to stay 
positive. Be aware of what you 
are exposing your mind to. Re
place negative influences with 
positive ones. Recharging is 
not something to be done oc
casionally, you must do it daily.

Bryan is a management con
sultant, motivational speaker, 
author, and adjunct professor. 
E-mail Bryan at 
bryan@columnist.com. O 
2007 Bryan Golden

Borden County ISD and 
Community Welcomes 
New Superintendent

Billy Collins (left), new Borden County ISD Superintendent, is welcomed 
to the community by Chad Beavers o f  Fluvanna. A Meet and Greet was 
held Tuesday evening fo r  the Collins fam ily  Mr. Collins and wife, Christi 
have two children, Trent an eighth grader and Kassi a fourth grader.

mailto:uRe.smith@agnet.tamu.edu
http://agrllffeextensionborder5fcs.wordpress.com
mailto:bryan@columnist.com
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Robotics Project
We will meet Monday, March 23rd from 12:30-2:00 and 

Wednesday, March 25th from 3:45-5:00 in the Extension Of
fice.

Photography Project
County entries for Junior and Intermediate ages are due by 

5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23rd. Categories and more infor
mation about photos can be found at: http://d24-h.tamu.edu/ 
events/photography/ Please bring a quality 4X6 print o f the 
photo(s) you wish to enter and a completed label for each entry 
(http://2vr21 m27yxhl 1 qzezqvn4z81.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/ 
files/2010/06/2015-Photography-Label-User-Friendly.pdf). You 
do NOT have to mount your photos -  we will do that for those 
advancing to District.

www.edwôrdjoflès.eom
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put your future first.
Decisions made in the past may no longer be what's 
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date, 
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review,

A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to 
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and 
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line 
with your short* and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals 
on tracks call or mmt today

lamie KCmkovic
Financial Advisor
8905 Benbrook Blvd Sie H 
Benbrook, IX 76126 
817*2494219

Edwardjones
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Donna Ellen Simer-Miller 
(Nonni), 58, passed away at 
8:30 pm on March 5, 2015 in 
Abilene, TX, surrounded by 
her family after a lengthy hos
pital stay. She was born on 
August 22, 1956 to Eddie and 
Pearl E llen  Sim er in Big 
Spring, Tx.
D onna grew up in Borden 
County and attended Gail High 
School. She was the recipient 
of many accolades, including 
hom ecom ing queen, m ost 
beautifu l, and head cheer
leader. Throughout the years, 
she has maintained many close 
relationships with her class
mates.

Donna wore many hats. She 
was very talented and creative. 
She managed C&G Quickstop, 
owned and operated Forsan 
Cafe for m any years, and 
worked with her brother, Gary, 
at Ponderosa Nursery. Her su
perior work ethic and dedica
tion to others guided her in 
both her professional and per
sonal life. She will always be 
remembered by her smile and 
infectious laughter.

Donna met Paul Miller in 
1988. They later married and 
built a life together in Big 
Spring. They loved taking fam
ily vacations, spending time 
with friends and family, enjoy
ing their variety of pets, and 
loving on their grandchildren. 
Donna had many interests. She 
was a master gardener, loved 
to bake, travel, and go fishing. 
Making her famous Christmas 
candy is a skill she passed 
dow n to those she loved. 
While her interests kept her 
busy, she lived for time spent 
with her family. Her pride and 
joy were her children, grand
children, brothers and sister, 
nieces and nephews, and cous
ins. She always looked for
ward to family vacations and 
her yearly trips to Vegas with 
her sister-in-law.

D onna was preceded  in 
death by her parents Marion 
Edw ard and Pearl E llen  
Simer.She is survived by her 
husband Paul M iller o f Big 
Spring; her son R odney 
Robertson and wife Michele of 
Abilene; her son Gary Simer 
and wife Julie o f A bilene; 
brother Gary Simer and wife

Judy of Big Spring; her brother 
Larry Simer and wife Patsy of 
Stanton; and sister Becky 
Overby and partner Ami of 
Denton. Additionally, her 7 
grandchildren: Candyce, Mica, 
D alton , Avery, B raydon, 
Grace, and Brevynn all o f 
Abilene and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Donna’s memorial service was 
on Tuesday, March 10,2015 at 
4pm at First Christian Church 
o f Big Spring.

MEMBER

T Ä

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Got News?
Mail to:

P.0. Box 137 
Soil, Tx, 79738 

Call: 806/756-4313 
Ext: 275 

Email:
kdean@bcisd.nct

Town Hall Meeting 
for Rep. Burrows

A town hall m eeting for 
Rep. Dustin Burrows will be 
held on Saturday, March 21st 
from 10 a.m. -11:30 a.m. at the 
Worsham High School Audito
rium in Snyder located at 3801 
Austin.

The purpose for the meet
ing is for Rep. Burrows to give

a legislative update on issues 
that will be debated and voted 
on this session, to have face 
time with the people in the dis
trict and have a question and 
answer time for those who have 
issues and concerns that need 
to be addressed.

COMMUNITY BANK OF

Snw vA r« i i i y u c i
w

1715 25th Street 
Snyder, Texas 79549 

www.cbankofenvder.com

ANK YOUR FUTURE. YOUR SECURITY.

http://d24-h.tamu.edu/
http://2vr21
mailto:kdean@bcisd.nct
http://www.cbankofenvder.com
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Comptroller’s Office 
Encourages Homeowners 
to Take Advantage of 
Homestead Exemptions

One of the easiest ways a 
homeowner can lower his or 
her property tax bill in 2015 is 
to file a homestead exemption. 
A homestead is generally the 
house and land used as the 
owner’s principal residence on 
Jan. 1 of the tax year.

Homestead exemptions re
duce the appraised value o f 
your home and, as a result, 
lower your property taxes. To 
apply for an exemption on your 
residence homestead, contact 
the Borden County Appraisal 
District.

Available hom estead ex
emptions include:

• School taxes: A ll
homeowners may receive a 
$ 15,000 homestead exemption 
for school taxes.

• County taxes: If  a county 
collects a special tax for farm- 
to-market roads or flood con
trol, a homeowner may receive 
a $3,000 homestead exemption 
for this tax.

• Age and disability ex
emptions: Individuals 65 or 
older or disabled as defined by 
law may qualify for a $10,000 
hom estead  exem ption  for 
school taxes, in addition to the 
$15,000 exemption available 
to all homeowners. Also, any 
taxing unit may offer a local 
optional exemption of at least 
$3,000 for taxpayer’s age 65 
or older and/or disabled. Older 
or disabled homeowners do not 
need to own their homes on 
Jan. 1 to qualify  for the 
$10,000 hom estead exemp
tion. They qualify as soon as 
they turn 65 or become dis
abled.

Taxing units may of
fer a local option exemption
based on a percentage o f a 
home’s appraised value. Any 
taxing unit can exempt up to 
20 percent o f the value of each 
qualified homestead. No mat
ter what percentage o f value 
the taxing unit adopts, the dol
lar value o f the exem ption 
must be at least $5,000.

• Partial exem ption for

disabled veterans: Texas law 
provides partial exemptions for 
any property owned by veter
ans who are disabled, spouses 
and survivors of deceased dis
abled veterans. This includes 
homesteads donated to dis
abled veterans by charitable 
organizations at no cost to the 
disabled veterans.

The amount of exemption is 
determined according to the 
percentage o f service- con
nected disability.

• 100 Percent Residence 
Homestead Exemption for 
Disabled Veterans: A disabled 
veteran who receives from the 
United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs (1) 100 per
cent disability compensation 
due to a service-connected dis
ability; and (2) a rating of 100 
percent disabled or o f indi
vidual unemployability is en
titled to an exemption from 
taxation of the total appraised 
value of the veteran’s residence 
homestead. Surviving spouses 
are also e lig ib le  upon the

veteran’s death with certain re
strictions. The residence home
stead application must be filed 
if this exemption is claimed.

• Surviving Spouses of 
Members of the U.S. Armed 
Services Killed in Action: 
The surviving spouse o f a 
member o f the U.S. armed ser
vices who is killed in action is 
allowed a total (100 percent) 
property tax exemption on his 
or her residence homestead if 
the surviving spouse has not re
married since the death of the 
armed services member.

For more details on home
stead exemptions, contact the 
Borden County Appraisal Dis
trict at PO BOX 298 Gail, TX 
79738 or 806-756-4484. The 
homestead exemption applica
tion is available online at http:/ 
/www . w indow , sta te , tx . us/ 
taxinfo/taxforms/50- 114.pdf.

Notice of Drinking 
Water Fluoride Violation

The Texas Commission On 
E nvironm enta l Q uality  
(TCEQ ) has n o tif ied  the 
Borden County Water System 
that the drinking water being 
supplied to customers had ex
ceeded the M aximum Con
tam inant Level (MCL) for 
FLUORIDE. The U.S. Envi
ronmental Protection Agency 
(U.S. EPA) has established the 
MCL FLUORIDE at 4.0 mg/ 
L, and has determined that it 
is a health concern at levels 
above the MCL. Analysis of 
drinking water in your commu
nity for FLUORIDE indicates 
a compliance value in quarter 
four, 2014 of 5.09 mg/L for 
EP001.

This is not an emergency. 
However, some people who 
drink water containing FLUO
RIDE in excess of the MCL 
over many years could get 
bone disease, including pain 
and tenderness o f the bones. 
Fluoride in drinking water at 
half the MCL or more may 
cause mottling o f children’s 
teeth, usually in children less 
than nine years old. Mottling, 
also known as dental fluorosis,

may include brown staining 
and/or pitting of the teeth, and 
occurs only in developing teeth 
before they erupt from the 
gums.

An alternate source o f wa
ter should be provided to the af
fected population, which con
sists of children less than nine 
years old. The alternate water 
should be used for drinking and 
cooking only. However, if  you 
have health concerns, you may 
want to talk to your doctor to 
get more inform ation about 
how this may affect you.

We are taking the following 
actions to address this issue: 
water vouchers are available to 
families with children 14 years 
of age or younger, also we are 
working to correct the problem 
by investigating the possibility 
of connecting to another sys
tem.

For further information con
tact the County Judge’s Office, 
Borden County Courthouse, 
117 E. Wasson, Gail, Texas 
79738, phone 806/756-4391

R oss D. Sharp, C ounty 
Judge

Public Water System ID # 
0170010

P.O. Box 156
Gail, Texas 79738

Borden County Appriasal District 
Reminds Businesses to Render 
Their Taxable Property by April 15

If you own tangible personal 
property that is used to produce 
income, you must file a rendi
tion with the Borden County 
Appraisal District by April 15, 
2015.

A rendition is a report that 
lists all the taxable property 
you owned or controlled on 
Jan. 1 o f this year. Property 
includes inventory and equip
ment used by a business. Own
ers do not have to render ex
empt property, such as church 
property  or an agricu ltu re  
producer’s equipment used for 
farming.

“The appraisal district may 
use the information submitted 
in the rendition to set property 
values,” said Tracy Cooley.

You can also file a report of 
decreased value to notify the

appraisal district of significant 
depreciation of your property. 
“F or example, if  your property 
was damaged by a storm, flood 
or fire last year, you should file 
a report o f decreased value. 
The appraisal district will look 
at your property before assign
ing a value in 2015,” said 
Cooley

The last day to file a rendi
tion or report o f decreased 
value is April 15, 2015. If  a 
rendition is filed late, incom
plete or not at all; a 10 percent 
to 50 percent penalty may be 
imposed. Property owners who 
need more time to file their 
renditions may file a written 
request w ith the ch ie f ap
praiser on or before April 15 
to receive an automatic exten
sion to May 15 or the next

business day. The ch ief ap
praiser may also grant an addi
tional 15 days after the post
poned deadline, if  necessary.

For more information about 
rendering property, deadline 
extensions, penalties and ren
dition forms, taxpayers may 
contact the Borden County Ap
praisal District at PO Box 298 
Gail, TX 79738 or 806-756- 
4484. Information is also avail
able from the Com ptroller’s 
P roperty  Tax A ssistance  
D iv is io n ’s w ebsite  at 
w w w .w in d o w .s ta te .tx .u s /  
taxinfo/proptax/.

http://www.window.state.tx.us/
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Texas Stories
A Showcase of the Texas Spirit 

Tumbleweed Smith

The Little Creamery in Brenham
oe Robertson has been with 

B lue B ell C ream eries in 
Brenham twenty-nine years. 
He started out as a driver-sales
man in Dallas. “I drove a Blue 
Bell truck for seven years and 
just moved on up,” he says. 
Joe now  m anages the 
com pany’s advertising and 
public relations. He knows 
Blue Bell.

“We have between fifty and 
sixty flavors out at any given 
time and every year we put out 
five to six new flavors. We get 
those ideas from all kinds of 
places. Our consum ers o f 
course have ideas for us and 
they send those to us. They 
catch our drivers in the stores 
and say, ‘I ’ve got an idea for 
you.’ Employees o f course 
have ideas. Then you have a 
research and development de
partment. So we’ll get two of 
three hundred ideas and give 
them to R & D. They work 
thru it and get about fifteen to 
twenty samples that we pass 
out internally, decide on five or 
six and those are the ones that 
will be out next year.”

I asked Joe if there are any 
volunteer testers. He said most 
of them are employees. “But 
everyone who visits ask for an 
application to be a tester.”

Joe’s assistant, Jenny Van 
Dorf, likes the newest Blue 
Bell flavors that came out last 
year for the holidays. “We ac
tually have five o f them,” she 
says. “Returning from years 
past are Peppermint, Christmas 
Cookies, Spiced Pumpkin Pe
can and Fudge Divinity. The 
new one is Peppermint Bark. 
Our Peppermint has pepper
mint candies in it and has more 
o f the candy mint taste. The 
Peppermint Bark has dark and 
white chocolate chunks with 
crushed peppermint in it. I re
ally like it. I can’t stop eating

that one.”
They have a saying around 

Blue Bell: “We eat all we can 
and sell the rest.” The lunch
room has a freezer box filled 
with ice cream. “We’re wel
come to eat out of that from the 
time we arrive until the time 
we leave.”

O f all Blue Bell’s sixty fla
vors, the best seller is Home
made Vanilla. “That was cre
ated in 1969,” says Jenny. “We 
wanted to capture that home
made, hand-cranked taste.”

Blue Bell gets nearly a quar
ter o f a million visitors every 
year from all over the world. 
“A lot o f people will be in 
Houston wanting to know what 
to see, where to go and they’ll 
send them to Brenham,” says 
Joe. “They can see how we 
make the ice cream and enjoy 
some in our parlor where we 
keep more than thirty flavors 
on hand for visitors.” The par
lor is next to the gift shop.

Blue Bell is the third larg
est ice cream maker in the US 
and uses milk from sixty thou
sand cows every day. Blue 
Bell holds a sixty percent share 
of ice cream sales in Texas su
perm arkets. The Brenham  
Creamery Company opened in 
1907 to make butter. The first 
ice cream was produced in 
1911. The name was changed 
to Blue Bell Creameries in 
1930. Blue Bell is a native 
Texas wildflower that grows 
around Brenham. The Kruse 
family has managed the busi
ness since 1919.

When Tumbleweed Smith 
isn’t driving down some coun
try lane in Texas looking for 
interesting, fun people to inter
view, he stays with his wife 
Susan in Big Spring. Contact 
him  at
ts@tumbleweedsmith.com

k m  to support our advertisers. 
Tell them you found out about them in the
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ATEXAS A&M/VGRILIFE
EXTENSION

You are invited to join us on Tuesday, March 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Borden County Event Center for a Spring program focusing on simplifying 

your life through meal planning, budgeting and home organization. 
Enjoy a sampling of a few simple recipes and make an easy 

take-home project (for even the least creative people).
Cost is $15 per person (will cover supplies and recipe/idea booklet). 
Please RSVP by noon on Monday, March 23rd (to allow for enough 

supplies) to (806)756-4336, via Facebook orjulie.smith@agnet.tamu.edu

Texas A&M Agritife Extension Service—Borden County 
HO Cast Wiiboum or P.0 , Box 155 Gait, TX 79738 

Phone: 806-756-4336 Fax: 806-756-4486 
h«p://borden, agril lie ,org 

juiie.smith@agnet.tamu.edu 
Facebook page: Borden County Extension and 4-H

We will seek to provide all reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities for any 
Extension program. We request that you contact your Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service 

office as soon as possible to advise ifyou require auxiliary a id.

MM A&r&Mgxtet&tm set*## Militi cok#, mxx <y

mailto:ts@tumbleweedsmith.com
mailto:orjulie.smith@agnet.tamu.edu
mailto:juiie.smith@agnet.tamu.edu
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SPRING BREAK
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Thursday Frid ay

Daylight
Savings Tima * 
Bogins

BC Baseball Tourney

Wind Energy JH Relays 
H  Hermleigh 
12

WM Energy HS Relay* @ 
Herrritefejh
Early Release-12:S0 
Progress Reports

*$>

Saturday

21
‘Baseball @  Rotan- I 
12:00

28
‘Baseball ©  Roby- I 
5:00 !

fu n e r a l  h o m e
403 N. Austin Avenue 
Lamesa, Texas 79331 

806-872-8335 Fax: 806- 
872-8336

3rd Si 4 th generations sd ii serving this area.

OAF Practice-8:00

17
Baseball vs. Post~5:00

18

• *'¿f-' T

24 25
‘ Baseball vs. Rolling Plains JH
Westbrook-3;00 Relays @  Jayton

31
STAAR Writing grades
4,7

STAAR Reading 
grades 5,8

23
E a r ly  R e le a s e -12:00

HS District UIL @  BC

DAP Practice»€:00 
30

J STAAR Writing
| g rad es 4,7

| EQG-Engtish I
I
| ‘ Baseball vs. Ira»5:O0 

I OAF Fractice-6:00

20
Lions HS Relays ©  
Roby

1051 Opossum Hollow Rd. 
Fluvanna. TX  79517

Joshua Stariseli
Cell: 325-207-1466 
Office: 325-573-4157

Complete Water Well

! T ¥ ....
I Lions JH Relays @  
I Roby

DAP Practice-6:00 

26
District DAP % 
Westbrook

14% IS», W&S&M is«-
ifr4
m.rx̂ rp

7
BC Baseball 
Tourney

UIL Meet @  Plains 
14
Pied Piper HS 
Relays @  Hamlin

27
Rolling Plains HS Relays 

Jayton

Sw
1

Texas A&M Agri life 
Uctaislon Service - 
Sarjen County


