
States’ plan to save rare bird 
stirs debate in Texas

By NeeNa Satija 
The Texas Tribune

Environmental officials in five 
states, including Texas, say surging 
interest in a conservation plan to save 
the quickly disappearing lesser prai-
rie chicken should persuade the fed-
eral government not to list the bird as 
“threatened” under the Endangered 
Species Act.

The wide-ranging plan aims to help 
energy companies, developers and 
landowners, who say such a designa-
tion could threaten their activities in 
areas where the chicken roams, which 
include West Texas and the Panhan-
dle. If the bird is listed, penalties for 
harming it could include heavy fines 
and even jail time.

As of this week, 17 major compa-
nies that operate in Texas, New Mex-
ico, Oklahoma, Kansas and Colorado 
have agreed to pay $15 million over 
the next three years into a conser-
vation fund and to commit land to 
the program. The money would go 
to landowners, who could be paid 

as much as $47 per acre per year to 
conserve prairie habitat for the bird. 
The Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies, which is in charge 
of the effort, is trying to sign up sev-
eral more companies before the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service makes its 
decision, which is expected by the 
end of the month.

“It’s a race to the finish line right 
now,” said Bill Van Pelt, the asso-
ciation’s grasslands coordinator. He 

added that even if the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service lists the species, par-
ticipants in the plan would be protect-
ed from any penalties.

But wildlife advocates are skepti-
cal that the plan would help the spe-
cies recover from a steep decline. The 
population of the iconic bird, known 
for its elaborate mating ritual, was 
cut in half last year amid the drought 
and the continuing eradication of the 
bird’s prairie grassland habitat in the 
western and midwestern U.S.

“We think that the species must be 
listed,” said Ya-Wei Li, an attorney 
with the Washington, D.C.-based 
nonprofit Defenders of Wildlife. Li 
said the plan requires only short-term 
conservation actions by landowners 
and might not help the bird’s popula-
tion in the long run.

No matter how many companies or 
landowners agree to participate, he 
said, “you need more chickens on the 
landscape.” Given that just 17,000 of 
the birds exist nationwide today, Li 
said, the prospects for its recovery 
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Photos by Timothy P. Howsare

On a cold, windy day in December 2012, 
hundreds of Pampans watched from their 
cars as the 300-foot tall coal stack at the old 
Celanese Chemical Plant was destroyed in 
a matter of seconds with explosions. The 
old chemical plant was purchased by the 
Pampa Economic Development Corp. and 
is now called the Pampa Energy Center. 
Now, a new tower with a new purpose is 
being erected at the site. Construction is 
about half completed on the G2X Pampa 
Fuels facility, which will convert natural 
gas into methanol. The plant is expected 
to open later this year and employ about 
35 people full time. The new Pampa Fuels 
plant and the history of the Celanese plant 
will be featured in the Pampa Pride, which 
will be published at the end of the month.

BIRD cont. on page 2

A NEW TALL TOWER

By timothy P. howSare
thowsare@thepampanews.com

Just 10 hours after beginning his deployment in 
North Korea in June of 1950, Sherman Jones said 
he was one of hundreds of American GIs capture 
by enemy troops and forced to march 600 miles in 
over several months.

They criss-crossed through the Korean country 
side to avoid detection.

Along the march, the Americans who didn’t die 
suffered from malnutrition, thirst, sun burn and 
diseases, but little did they know the fate at the 
end of march would be even worse.

Those men were herded into a tunnel and then 
fired upon by their captors. The mass shooting oc-
curred on Oct. 30, 1950.

More than 400 men were killed. Only 28 men, 
including Jones, survived. Sixty-four years later, 
he is now one of only five men still living who sur-
vived what is called the Sunchon Tunnel Massa-
cre. The most recent survivor to die was in January 
and another passed away in June, Sherman said.

Jones, now 81, said he wanted to fly in 
the Air Force, but ended up in the Army. 
“I carried machine gun rounds,” Jones said. “I car-
ried 250 rounds with each arm.”

Jones said he was shot multiple times in the tun-
nel before he passed out, and was apparently mis-
taken for dead by the North Koreans.

“I was shot in the foot three times, on my shin, 
shoulder, face and behind my ear,” he said.

He said his wounded foot was amputated in 
1957, and since that fateful day in the Korean 
countryside he has had 128 surgeries.

Many were to remove skin cancers, he said, 
from the extreme exposure to the sun from the 
death march.

Jones now lives with his wife Nelda near the 
White Deer United Methodist Church.

Nelda said they have lived there for two years, 
but plan to move back to Amarillo, where Jones 
will be closer to his doctors and the Veterans Af-
fairs hospital, she said.

Both widowed from their first marriages, Sher-
man and Nelda tied the knot five years ago.

“My sister’s husband worked for Sherman,” 

March 
into hell
n White Deer resident is one  
of few who survived a massacre  
of 400-plus American prisoners  
during Korean War.

Photo by Timothy P. Howsare
Sherman Jones with his wife Nelda at their 
home in White Deer.

File photo 
A pair of lesser prairie chickens, 
which live throughout the High 
Plains.

JONES cont. on page 2



Former Obama adviser: Build Keystone XL pipeline 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama’s 
former national security 
adviser said Thursday that 
Obama should approve the 
Keystone XL oil pipeline 
to send Russian President 
Vladimir Putin a message 
that “international bullies” 
cannot use energy security 
as a weapon.

The comments by retired 
Gen. James Jones came as 
Democrats grappled with 
the election-year dilemma 

that the pipeline poses 
for them. Wealthy Demo-
cratic donors are funding 
candidates who oppose the 
project — a high-profi le 
symbol of the political de-
bate over climate change. 
But other Democrats are 
boosters of the pipeline, 
and the party’s control of 
the Senate after the 2014 
midterm elections may 
hinge on them.

Jones told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit-

tee that the 
C a n a d a -
t o - Te x a s 
pipeline is 
a litmus test 
of whether 
the U.S. 
is serious 
about na-
tional and 
global en-

ergy security. Approval of 
the pipeline would help 
ensure that North America 
becomes a global energy 
hub and a reliable energy 
source to the U.S and its 
allies, Jones said. Rreject-
ing the pipeline would 
“make Mr. Putin’s day and 
strengthen his hand.”

Jones, who left the 
Obama administration in 
2010, now heads a con-
sulting fi rm that has done 
work for the American Pe-
troleum Institute, the oil in-
dustry’s chief trade group, 
and the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce. Both groups 
support the pipeline, which 
is backed by a number of 
Senate Democrats facing 
tight re-election races, in-
cluding Mary Landrieu of 
Louisiana, Mark Begich of 
Alaska and Mark Pryor of 
Arkansas.

Landrieu, who chairs the 
Senate Energy Committee, 
pressed Secretary of State 
John Kerry on the pipeline 
issue Thursday at an appro-
priations hearing. Landrieu 
called approval of the pipe-
line “critical” to the na-
tional interest and said that 
in Louisiana, “it’s hard for 
us to even understand why 
there is a question” whether 
it should be approved. The 
State Department has ju-
risdiction over the pipeline 
because it crosses a U.S. 
border.

Kerry told Landrieu he 
was “not at liberty to go 
into my thinking at this 

point,” but added: “I’m go-
ing to look at all the argu-
ments, both sides, all sides, 
whatever, evaluate them 
and make the best judg-
ment I can about what is in 
the national interest.”

Meanwhile, a top Demo-
cratic donor again urged 
that the pipeline be reject-
ed.

Tom Steyer, a billion-
aire environmentalist, has 
vowed to spend $100 million 
—$50 million of his own 
money and $50 million from 
other donors — to make cli-
mate change a top-tier issue 
in the 2014 elections.

Steyer, who spent more 
than $10 million to help 
elect Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe and Sen. Edward 
Markey, D-Mass., last year, 
declined to comment on 
where his advocacy group, 
Next Gen Climate Action, 
would spend money this fall. 
But in a conference call with 
reporters Thursday, he noted 
the views of Landrieu and 
other endangered Demo-
cratic incumbents were well 
known.

“I think those senators 
voted on this long before 

2014,” he said, “so I don’t 
think there’s any real change 
here.”

Chris Lehane, a Demo-
cratic strategist who advises 
Steyer, has said the group 
would not go after Demo-
crats, even those who sup-
port the pipeline.

“We’re certainly not sub-
scribing to what I would call 
the tea party theory of poli-
tics,” Lehane said. “We do 
think it’s really, really impor-
tant from a climate perspec-
tive that we maintain control 
of the Senate for Democrats.”

Steyer said Thursday he has 
not decided whether to spend 
money in Colorado, where 
Democratic Sen. Mark Udall 
is likely to be challenged by 
GOP Rep. Cory Gardner. 
Udall was among more than 
30 Democratic senators who 
engaged in a talkathon urg-
ing action on climate change 
this week, but he has largely 
stayed out of the Keystone 
fi ght. Udall voted against 
budget amendments urging 
both support and rejection 
of the pipeline, arguing that 
they injected politics into a 
process that should remain at 
the State Department.

Nelda said. “One day they said 
they were going out on a Sun-
day with Sherman and asked if I 
wanted to come along. From that 
day we both knew we wanted to 
be together.

A book published in 2007, 
“Sunchon Tunnel Massacre Sur-
vivors,” tells the little-known 
story in detail.

The book is written by Pat Mc-
Grath and Joyce Faulkner and is 
available on Amazon.com.

A synopsis of the story follows.
In the early days of the Korean 

War, the Americans were totally 
outnumbered. The North Kore-
ans, with enough men to blanket 
the countryside surrounded the 
Allied Forces and took captives. 
As the men were captured, they 
were marched north. Zigzagged 
across the country, they were 
used by the North Koreans for 

propaganda opportunities.
As they marched, new prisoners 

were added. Many old prisoners 
began dying of disease, wounds 
and abuse. Bodies littered the 
march’s path. They marched 
through Taejon and prisoners 
were picked up following the de-
feat of Maj. Gen. Dean’s troops. 
Taejon had been held for 25 days 
before the troops were forced 
to retreat. One of the survivors, 
Valdor John, participated in that 
battle, and was captured there.

Bayonets, rice balls, lice, thirst, 
lack of bathing, the smells, de-
caying bodies and buddies dying 
— these are the memories of the 
march. Most were wounded when 
they were captured. They may or 
may not have received any medi-
cal treatment. If they did, it was 
minimal. They talked about the 
maggots in their wounds. It was 
so gross, but they later learned 
the maggots kept the wounds 
clean. Many had their boots taken 
by the guards, and they wrapped 
their feet in anything they could 
fi nd to give them some covering. 

They all suffered from malnutri-
tion, beri-beri and other diseases.

Jones said when he pulled out 
the countless thorns that punc-
tured his skin, puss would ooze 

out from the infections.
If someone fell behind, he was 

shot or bayoneted. As in many 
other death marches, they helped 
each other, keeping the wounded 
on foot as long as possible.

They arrived in Seoul just be-
fore Gen. Eugene MacArthur 
landed the Marines at Inchon. Es-
timates of the numbers vary, but 
by the time they reached Seoul 
there were over three hundred 
prisoners still alive. As they hud-
dled in their quarters, they could 
hear distant gunfi re. They would 
later learn that it was the Ameri-
can troops.

As the troops headed to-
ward Seoul, the North Koreans 
marched the prisoners to Pyong-
yang where they were paraded 
through the streets. By day, they 
huddled in an old building. It was 
bitterly cold.

From Pyongyang, they marched 
to a train depot where they were 
loaded into boxcars. By this time 
the American planes were clos-
ing in. After a few days the train 
entered the Sunchon Tunnel and 

stopped. The prisoners were told 
they couldn’t leave in the day-
light because of the Americans. 
The guards said they would take 
one car at a time, and feed the 
prisoners. Among the fi rst group 
to leave was Major William 
Tom McDaniel. He had been the 
group’s leader and they all felt 
that he had kept them alive. They 
never saw him again.

Car by car, they were unloaded, 
shot, bayoneted and fi nally left 
for dead. From this massacre, 28 
men survived. 

Jones said it all started when 
one of the North Koreans, who 
spoke English, told the GIs to put 
their hands behind their heads.

“They tied us up and started 
beating us,” he said.

Jones broke down in tears two 
or three times while giving his 
account of the story.

But a hard life has not hardened 
his heart.

He gave The Pampa News re-
porter a big hug at the end of the 
interview.
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without signifi cant action are 
grim.

While the birds are believed 
to roam on more than 3.5 mil-
lion acres in Texas alone, com-
panies have only committed 2.5 
million acres of land to the pro-
gram across the fi ve states, and 
fewer than 700,000 of the acres 
are in Texas. Texas landown-
ers have only offered up about 
75,000 acres of habitat that they 
would be willing to conserve in 
exchange for pay. Van Pelt said 
those numbers would grow sig-
nifi cantly and that dozens of 
other landowners participate in 
separate conservation plans for 
the bird.

Along with wildlife advocates, 
another dissenter also happens 
to be a powerful state offi cial: 

Comptroller Susan Combs, who 
nearly derailed Texas’ participa-
tion in the effort last fall. Combs 
has complained that there wasn’t 
enough public input in develop-
ing the plan and expressed sus-
picion about working with other 
states.

“How can four other states 
make important land use control 
decisions for landowners and 
industries in Texas?” Combs 
wrote in a letter last year to the 
Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies.

Proponents of the plan say it is 
a historic agreement that would 
preserve both wildlife and eco-
nomic growth. The conserva-
tion effort, known as the Range 
Wide Plan because it spans the 
entire fi ve-state range of the 
bird’s known home, aims to off-
set damage to the bird’s habitat 
in one area by preserving or 
restoring habitat elsewhere. If 
participating companies harm 
undisturbed prairie chicken 

habitat, they will have to pay 
extra money into the conserva-
tion fund. For instance, if an oil 
driller decides to put a well in 
the middle of undisturbed habi-
tat, Van Pelt said, that could cost 
the company an extra $150,000. 
Companies can avoid activity 
that would result in more fees 
by using a mapping tool created 
by Van Pelt’s organization that 
shows where prime habitat still 
exists.

“This is really making our fa-
cilities guys and our operational 
engineers and our drillers try to 
look ahead,” said Matt Thomp-
son, director of governmental 
affairs for Apache Corpora-
tion, which will pay more than 
$1 million to participate in the 
program. “If we want to go and 
site our wells along some place 
where there are transmission 
lines already, or where there’s 
degraded habitat, then we can 
save ourselves a lot of money.”

Some of the other companies 

that have agreed to participate 
include Continental Resources, 
Devon Energy, ConocoPhillips 
and the Occidental Petroleum 
Corporation.

Noticeably absent from that 
list are oil giants like Exxon-
Mobil, Chevron, SandRidge, BP 
and Chesapeake Energy, which 
have signed on to a different 
plan that the federal govern-
ment recently began to evaluate. 
Backed by the Environmental 
Defense Fund and Katharine 
Armstrong, an environmental 
consultant and lobbyist for the 
Texas Oil and Gas Association, 
that plan also calls for compa-
nies to effectively pay landown-
ers to conserve habitat, but the 
fees would fl uctuate based on 
market demand. The program 
would be overseen by a non-
profi t called the American Habi-
tat Center, which was set up by 
ExxonMobil lobbyists.

Combs spokeswoman Lauren 
Willis said the comptroller sup-

ports that plan. Combs and Arm-
strong were also instrumental in 
setting up a similar conservation 
plan for the dunes sagebrush liz-
ard. Combs’ offi ce oversees the 
effort, which has been widely 
criticized by wildlife groups 
and Texas Republican lawmak-
ers, like state Sen. Kel Seliger 
of Amarillo, who say it lacks 
transparency.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service decided last year not to 
list the dunes sagebrush lizard 
under the Endangered Species 
Act, prompting a lawsuit from 
Defenders of Wildlife. Should 
the agency make the same deci-
sion for the lesser prairie chick-
en, another lawsuit could be 
coming.

“There’s a very, very strong 
likelihood that at least one envi-
ronmental NGO will challenge 
any decision not to list the spe-
cies,” said Li, the group’s at-
torney. “It is something that we 
would certainly consider.”

“Sunchon Tunnel Massacre 
Survivors” is part of the They 
Came Home Series and 
available on Amazon.com.
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Crude oil shipments up 83 
percent on US railroads

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — 
The number of carloads of 
crude oil U.S. railroads de-
livered last year surged 83 
percent over 2012 as con-
cerns about the shipments 
grow.

The Association of Amer-
ican Railroads said Thurs-
day the major U.S. railroads 
delivered 434,042 carloads 
of crude oil in 2013.

That’s well above the 
236,556 carloads of crude 
oil railroads delivered in 
2012. Crude oil shipments 

remain a relatively small 
part of rail traffic, but they 
have grown significantly 
since 2008 when 9,344 car-
loads were delivered.

Three fiery derailments 
involving crude oil in the 
past year led to increased 
concerns about the ship-

ments even though rail-
roads’ overall safety record 
remains good. The worst of 
those killed 47 people in 
Lac-Megantic, Quebec.

Federal regulators are 
also considering requiring 
upgrades to the tank cars 
railroads use.
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ObituariesPAMPA FORECAST
Today Saturday Sunday

Today: Partly cloudy with a high of 65. Winds 
north-northeast at 15 mph. Sunrise at 7:56 a.m.

Tonight: Showers late with a low of 39. Chance 
of rain: 40 percent. Winds east at 13 mph. Sun-
set at 7:51 p.m.

Saturday: Thunder showers with a high of 63. 
Chance of rain: 40 percent. Winds east at 12 
mph. Sunrise at 7:55 a.m.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy with a low of 33. 
Chance of rain: 20 percent. Winds northeast at 
19 mph. Sunset at 7:52 p.m.

Sunday: Partly cloudy and windy with a high of 
56. Chance of rain: 20 percent. Winds north at 
20 mph. Sunrise at 7:53 a.m.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy with a low of 32. 
Winds west at 10 mph. Sunset at 7:52 p.m.

Joyce Levada Frazier (nee Ragsdale)
Joyce Levada Frazier (nee Ragsdale), a model member 

of “The Greatest Generation,” passed away Wednesday, 
March 12, 2014 at the age of 85 in the Meredith House 

of Pampa.
Services will be at 10 a.m. Satur-

day, March 15, 2014, at Carmichael-
Whatley Colonial Chapel, with Rev. 
Rick Parnell, associate pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, officiating. Buri-
al will follow in Fairview Cemetery 
under the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Frazier was born May 13, 
1928 in Shawnee, Okla. and moved 
to Pampa in 1947. Joyce was a long 
time member of the First Assembly 
of God Church and was an active 

“Keenager” (church activity group for seniors) for years. 
In her younger days, besides being an admirable mom 
and efficient homemaker, Joyce was a member of a Pam-

pa ladies club known as The Gingham Girls, worked as 
assistant manager of the Blue Stamp redemption store, 
and looked after her elderly parents after they moved to 
Pampa following retirement. In recent years, Joyce has 
lived at the Meredith House where the staff worked with 
healthcare professionals, friends, and family to help her 
deal with the ravages of Alzheimer’s disease. She was the 
devoted wife of Leroy Wayne Frazier for 67 years before 
he passed in 2011 and the loving sister of LaDawn Rags-
dale Wallis for nearly 80 years before she passed in 2012.

She is survived by her three sons, Rick Frazier of King-
wood, Terry Frazier of Ocala, Fla., and Chris Frazier of 
Frisco; eight grandchildren, and nine great grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be 
made to Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (online at 
www.alzfdn.org; by phone 1-866-232-8484; or by mail to 
322 Eighth Ave., 7th Fl., New York, NY 10001) or to any 
deserving charity of the donor’s choice.

The family will receive friends at Carmichael-Whatley 
Funeral Home from 6-8 p.m. Friday, March 14, 2014.

Sign the online guest register a www.carmichael-
whatley.com.
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Pampa woman arrested for theft
Staff RepoRt

• Kenzie Lashae Cain, 
23, Pampa, was arrested 
Wednesday by the Pampa 
Police Department for theft 
between $50 and $500.

• Leslie Lambright, 46, 
Pampa, was arrested Tues-
day by the Department of 
Public Safety for second 
driving while intoxicated 
offense, driving while li-
cense is invalid with a pre-

vious conviction.
• Marcus Deshawn Jerni-

gan, 18, Pampa, was arrest-
ed Wednesday by PPD for 
evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle. 

• Lawrence Stephen Da-

vis, Jr., 29, Jonesboro, Ga., 
was arrested Thursday by 
the Gray County Sheriff’s 
Office for bond surrender 
— possession of marijua-
na — between five and 50 
pounds.

For show times call
688-9192  

or 688-9229
Located in the

Corondo Shopping Center 
behind Hastings
1201 N. Hobart
Pampa, Texas

www.cinema4pampa.com

Exit 141-143 • 101 W. HWY 66
Open 11am-9pm Tue. - Sat. •  (806)779-8940
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McLean, Texas
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Call us today to find out more.
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FREE
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Drive-up 
Window

Easy’s
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 City Briefs
The Pampa News is not responsible for the content 

of paid advertisement

ESTABLISHED GIFT / Jewelry Store for sale. Serious in-
quiries only. Call 662-7707.

TILE- BACKSPLASHES, Counter-Tops, Tub Surrounds, 
Showers & Floors. Ceramic or Tumbled Stone. Call Keith 
Taylor,  874-1779 leave message.

Pampa Art Club holds meeting
Submitted

The Pampa Art Club 
met March 4 at the Pampa 
Chamber of Commerce 
Building. Pat Kindle was 
hostess. Norma Hinkle 
stated that Jon Birdsong, 
artist from Portales, 

would be willing to give 
a workshop in Pampa if 
there were at least 10 stu-
dents. Madeline Gawthrop 
moved that the club pur-
sue him to come in June.

We chose to have a zect-
angle display for the an-
nual show. Each member 
will contribute a drawing. 

President Carol Peet led 
a discussion about ways 
to promote the annual art 
show. 

It was agreed that the 
club would have a show-
ing on Monday night, 
May 5 and all day Tues-
day, May 6 and will con-
tinue through the rest of 

the week at the White 
Deer Land Museum. 
People will be invited to 
attend either time. The 
community will soon see 
advertisements of the club 
exhibit.

Since there was no fur-
ther business, the meeting 
was adjourned.

7 NM, Texas counties get 
disaster designations

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 
(AP) — The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture is des-
ignating six New Mexico 
counties and one in Texas 
as natural disaster areas 
due to drought.

The designations of Dona 
Ana, Grant, Hidalgo, Luna, 
Otero and Sierra counties in 
New Mexico and Texas’ El 

Paso County means farm-
ers and ranchers in those 
counties are eligible for 
natural disaster assistance.

That aid primarily con-
sists of low-interest loans 
from the Farm Service 
Agency.

The federal drought map 
released Thursday shows 
nearly two-thirds of New 

Mexico are dealing with 
severe drought conditions 
or worse. The northeastern 
corner of the state and an 
area in the Bootheel have 
been hit the hardest.

Still, conditions aren’t as 
bad as they were at this time 
last year, when extreme to 
exceptional drought cov-
ered about half of the state.

Got A
Hot TIP?  email it to us!

jclee@thepampanews.com
thowsare@thepampanews.com or

Call 669-2525
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And the prize for the vilest presidential 
lie goes to….Barack Obama

For many years, I thought the 
biggest whopper in the history of 
American presidents was Bill Clin-

ton’s claim that he’d 
never, um, you know, 
had intimate relations 
with Monica Lewin-
sky.

But, today, Slick 
Bill has moved down 
to número dos in 
my infamous List of 
Presidential Lies. The 
current number one 
is none other than 

Barack Obama.
For the past two years, President 

Obama has said, to anyone who’d 
care to listen, “I ended the war in 
Iraq.”

Over and over he has done this. 
(Word has it that when Girl Scouts 
came and rang the bell at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Obama 
paid for three boxes of Thin Mints, 
two Samoas and a Peanut Butter Pat-
ties and, just as the girls were walk-
ing away, exclaimed, “Oh, I almost 
forgot, tell your parents I ended the 
war on Iraq.”)

This is, of course, a statement 
whose validity depends on what the 
meaning of the word “is,” is.

What Obama actually did was end 
American military presence in Iraq 
in 2011. But the war did not end; it 
simply stopped being a daily con-
cern for us in the U.S.

While the president focused 
elsewhere, the war raged on and has 
now escalated to its most violent 
since 2004. This is to me, yet, 
further evidence of a U.S. President 
who is ill-prepared to deal with the 
complicated demands of foreign 
policy in a world where the U.S. is 
the sole remaining super-power.

Fighting is raging between al-
Qaeda-backed militants and govern-
ment security forces for control of 
two key cities, Fallujah and Ramadi, 
in the embattled al-Anbar province 
in western Iraq.

Let me make something clear. 
There is nothing surprising about the 
reappearance of al-Qaeda in Iraq. 
If Obama had been able to coerce 
Prime Minister Malaki to pursue 
more inclusive policies toward the 
Sunni population in Iraq, al-Qaida 
would have never had the opportu-
nity to arise again in the country. It 
was all but completely eradicated by 
late 2009.

In 2010, two of my colleagues at 
Washington State University and I 

worked for the United States Depart-
ment of Defense. We were tasked 
into researching the so-called “Sunni 
Awakening in al Anbar Province” – 
the decision by some Sunni tribes in 
al-Anbar to switch allegiance against 
al-Qaeda and join forces with 
American and Coalition forces. They 
were instrumental in the success of 
the U.S. troop “surge” of 2007.

In the report we submitted to 
the DoD, after spending a year 
interviewing U.S. military leaders 
and former Sunni insurgents from 
al-Anbar, we stated that the main 
reasons why al-Qaida was able 
to gain a foothold in Iraq in 2004 
were due to the ethno-politics of 
the de-Ba’athification program, the 
perception of a Shiite-government 
in Baghdad as a puppet of Iran and 
the capacity of extremists to present 
themselves as a legitimate armed 
force during the U.S-led occupation.

To borrow the words of the im-
mortal Yogi Berra, now it’s déjà vu 
all over again.

Almost from the moment that 
Obama “ended the war in Iraq” and 
the last U.S. troops left the country 
in late 2011, Maliki has consolidated 

This Land is Our Land

CBS allows a 
real journalist 

to resign
After months of press-

ing the CBS News brass 
to get out of her contract, 

reporter 
Sharyl 
Attkisson 
was finally 
granted her 
request. 
While that 
is good for 
her, it ought 
to underline 
how CBS 
has aban-

doned hard-hitting report-
ing in the Obama era.

Politico’s Attkisson 
headline was “The right 
loses its hero at CBS,” 
and liberal blogs tried to 
guess how long it would 
take for her to sign up 
with Fox News Channel. 
That might happen. Roger 
Ailes loves scooping up 
talent from other net-
works. That’s meant as 
an insult, of course. Only 
those dreadful right-wing 
propagandists challenge 
Team Obama.

But it’s insulting on a 
different level altogether. 
I do now know Attkisson, 
but I suspect she’d be in-
sulted to be viewed as any 
partisan group’s “hero.” 
She would not have been 
employed by CBS for 
more than 20 years if she 
had been a Democrat-
wrecking right-winger. 
She’s merely a “polar-
izing figure” for failing 
to do what Dan Rather 
called “kiss ass, move 
with the mass.”

Remember this the next 
time a pompous liberal 
anchorman like Brian 
Williams laments that 
“politics is broken.” Jour-
nalism is broken. There is 
no such thing as journal-
istic independence. When 
a veteran reporter stands 
out like a sore thumb 
by merely trying to get 
answers for the American 
people on how a fiasco 
like Benghazi happened, 
she is not the issue. Her 
network purporting to be 
in the news business is.

Attkisson had every 
reason to want out of her 
contract. According to 
the Tyndall Report, in 
2007, she was the 18th 
most-used reporter in 
major network nightly 
news, with 160 minutes 
on the evening newscast. 
In 2008, she held steady 
at 18th, with 145 minutes, 
and in 2009, she was 
19th, with 152 minutes. 
She hasn’t landed in the 
top 20 since ... Barack 
Obama scandals bubbled 
up, and she started cover-
ing them.

In 2013, Tyndall found 
Attkisson was granted 
only 54 minutes on the 
“CBS Evening News,” 
a third of her previous 
average, and 78th among 

network news reporters. 
“She was obviously being 
sidelined,” says Tyndall.

She is planning a new 
book for HarperCollins (a 
Rupert Murdoch com-
pany) with the depressing 
title “Stonewalled: One 
Reporter’s Fight for Truth 
in Obama’s Washington.” 
The record speaks for 
itself. This was a woman 
trying to report news 
— big, big news — but 
because it might reflect 
badly on Obama, first the 
journalism was stifled, 
and then the journalist 
was smeared.

Attkisson’s reports on 
Benghazi were routinely 
left for the CBS News 
website. We found she 
wasn’t allowed to air a 
Benghazi report for a 
five-month-plus period 
between Nov. 23, 2012, 
and May 8, 2013. After 
one May story, her next 
report on the issue didn’t 
come until Sept. 16, 2013 
— almost four months 
later. CBS also ignored 
Attkisson’s scoop at that 
time on Secretary of State 
John Kerry’s refusal to let 
the Benghazi survivors 
testify before Congress.

But the CBS elites 
needed to address the 
growing outrage over this 
news censorship, so they 
began the whisper cam-
paign against her. When 
Dylan Byers of Politico 
reported struggles inside 
CBS last May over stories 
on Benghazi, he wrote 
“CBS News executives 
see Attkisson wading 
dangerously close to ad-
vocacy on the issue.”

It’s somehow never 
“dangerously close to ad-
vocacy” when Steve Kroft 
of that supposed CBS 
hardball show “60 Min-
utes” has offered a dozen 
tongue-bath interviews 
to the president. It’s not 
a sign of advocacy when 
CBS hires Oprah Win-
frey’s best friend Gayle 
King to host their morn-
ing show despite (because 
of?) her close relationship 
with the Obamas. King 
attended a 2009 private 
inauguration party for 
their “closest friends and 
allies.” Michelle Obama 
just extended her Hawaii 
vacation into January 
2014 in a “girls getaway” 
with Winfrey and her best 
buddy, the CBS “News” 
employee.

King coming and 
Attkisson going tell you 
everything you need to 
know about the direction 
of CBS.

L. Brent Bozell III is the presi-
dent of the Media Research 
Center. Tim Graham is director 
of media analysis at the Media 
Research Center and execu-
tive editor of the blog News-
Busters.org. 

To defeat GOP’s restrictive voting 
laws, debunk ‘voter fraud’

Growing up in Jim Crow 
Arkansas, Bill Clinton saw 
how the state’s dominant 

political and 
racial elite 
maintained 
power by 
suppressing 
the rights 
of minority 
voters who 
threatened 
its author-
ity — and 
as a young 

activist, worked to bring 
down that illegitimate power 
structure. So when Clinton 
says, “There is no greater 
assault on our core values 
than the rampant efforts to 
restrict the right to vote” — 
as he does in a new video 
released by the Democratic 
National Committee — the 
former president knows of 
what he speaks.

In the segregationist 
South of Clinton’s youth, 
the enemies of the universal 
franchise were Democrats, 
but times have changed. Not 
just below the Mason-Dixon 
Line but across the country, 
it is Republicans who have 
sought to limit ballot access 
and discourage participation 
by minorities, the poor, the 
young and anyone else who 
might vote for a Democratic 
candidate.

No doubt this is why, 
at long last, the Demo-
cratic Party has launched a 
national organizing project, 
spearheaded by Clinton, 

to educate voters, demand 
reforms, and push back 
against restrictive laws. 
Returning to his role as 
the nation’s “explainer-in-
chief,” Clinton may be able 
to draw public attention to 
the travesty of voter ID re-
quirements and all the other 
tactics of suppression used 
by Republicans to shrink the 
electorate.

His first task is to debunk 
the claims of “voter fraud,” 
fabricated by Republican 
legislators and right-wing 
media outlets, as the ratio-
nale for restrictive laws. 

Lent a spurious credibility 
by the legendary abuses of 
old-time political machines, 
those claims make voter 
suppression seem respect-
able and even virtuous.

Some years ago, the Bren-
nan Center for Justice, based 
at New York University 
and led by former Clinton 
speechwriter Michael Wald-
man, issued a 45-page report 
on voter fraud that remains 
definitive. “There have been 
a handful of substantiated 
cases of individual ineligible 
voters attempting to defraud 
the election system,” the 
report noted. “But by any 
measure, voter fraud is 
extraordinarily rare.” And 
because fraud is so unusual, 
GOP countermeasures, such 
as voter ID, do much more 
harm than good.

As the Brennan Center 
study noted, even some Re-
publicans know their leaders 

have exaggerated stories of 
fraud for partisan advantage. 

In 2007, the Houston 
Chronicle quoted Royal 
Masset, the former political 
director of the Texas Repub-
lican Party, who observed 
that among Republicans, 
it is “an article of religious 
faith that voter fraud is 
causing us to lose elec-
tions.” Masset admitted that 
suspicion is false but said 
he believed that requiring 
voters to provide photo ID 
could sufficiently reduce 
participation by legitimate 
Democratic voters and add 
3 percent to Republican 
tallies.

More recently, one of the 
dimmer lights in the Penn-
sylvania Republican Party 
— the majority leader of the 
state House of Representa-
tives, in fact — boasted that 
the voter ID statute he had 
rammed through the legisla-
ture would “allow Governor 
Romney to win the election” 
in November 2012. 

Although Mike Turzai 
later insisted that “there 
has been a history of voter 
fraud in Pennsylvania,” the 
state government conceded 
in court that it could cite 
no evidence showing that 
“in-person voter fraud has in 
fact occurred in Pennsylva-
nia or elsewhere.”

Clinton can also consult 
the President’s Commission 
on Election Administration, 
a bipartisan panel appointed 
by President Barack Obama 

to improve the country’s 
voting systems. In its final 
report issued last January, 
the commission forthrightly 
acknowledged that true 
voter fraud is “rare.” It was 
a singular admission by a 
group whose co-chairs in-
cluded Benjamin Ginsberg, 
an aggressive Republican 
election attorney who bears 
the burden of responsibility 
for the outcome of Bush-
Gore 2000.

If he is in a bipartisan 
mood, as he often is, Clinton 
would surely find the com-
mission’s report uplifting 
— especially its recommen-
dations to make voting more 
modern, more efficient, and 
above all, more accessible. 
For both parties to improve 
and expand, the democratic 
rights of citizens would be 
uplifting indeed.

But Clinton is more likely 
to find himself feeling less 
kindly toward the Repub-
licans, as they continue to 
promote outrageous sup-
pression while feigning 
outrage over “fraud.”

 The Democrats may 
be equally motivated by 
partisan self-interest — but 
so long as they defend the 
rights of the intimidated and 
the disenfranchised, their 
moral force will be undi-
minished.

To find out more about Joe 
Conason, visit the Creators 
Syndicate website at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Thank You Goldcoats for 

greeting our guests and 

taking tickets at the door. 

It is wonderful to have you 
there!  

We would like to thank 

Shawn Boyd and our 

2013 Board of Directors 

for all the hard work you 

guys did and welcome 

the new 2014 Board of 

Directors! 
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Thank You Goldcoats for 

greeting our guests and 

taking tickets at the door. 

It is wonderful to have you 
there!  

We would like to thank 

Shawn Boyd and our 

2013 Board of Directors 

for all the hard work you 

guys did and welcome 

the new 2014 Board of 

Directors! 

The Greater Area Pampa Chamber of Commerce would like to thank all of our spon-
sors from our Annual Awards Banquet for Citizen and Business of the Year. Without 
you this event would not be possible. We would like to thank everyone who came out 
to this great event! We appreciate everyone’s support! It was a wonderful night! A 

special thanks to Dr. David Young, Shawn Boyd, Jeff Jenkins, Chris Porter, Kerrick 
Horton, The PHS Band Boosters, Red River Steakhouse, Quality Cleaners, City of 

Pampa—M.K. Brown Auditorium, Rheams Diamond Shop, Don Stone, and all of our 
non-profits (Altrusa, United Way of Pampa, Pampa/Gray County Habitat for Humani-
ty, Boy Scouts of America, Relay for Life, Pampa Animal Welfare Society, Pampa/Gray 

County Crimestoppers, Top O’ Texas Rodeo Association, Top O’ Texas High School 
Rodeo, GrayCares Living at Home, and The White Deer Land Museum).

16096
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Shamrock 
305 N. Main

(806) 256-2181

1224 N. Hobart  
(806) 665-0022  
Childress 

501 Commerce
(940) 937-2514

An Offi ce of First National Bank Waupaca, WI

National Bank 
of Commerce 13140
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114 N CUYLER  • 669-7478
Heard Jones NOW OVER 3000 STORES
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MON-SAT 9 AM TO 5:30 PM

 

13142

Mikey’s 
Liquor Store

Lowest 
Prices In 

Town!
Beer • Liquor • Wine • 

Cigarettes • Lotto • ATM

1222 Price Rd. 
806-665-9662

M-S  10am - 9pm

13143

Frank’s                
401 N Ballard  

665-4995

Hardware

13144

410 W. Brown 
Pampa, TX 

(806)669-6615

13145

TM

SHEILA 
WEBB 
Agent

Las Pampas Square - North Side 
PO Box 2689 • Pampa, Texas 79066-2689

(806)669-3861• (800)299-3861

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

“Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.”

13146

Lobby Hours: 
Mon-Fri 9-5

Drive-Up Hours: 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6

Membership open to the community

EMPLOYEES
C A B O T 

& 
N OIN OIC

RE D I T  U N I ON

806-665-0847

13147

APODACA BROTHERS 
CONTRACTORS

HVAC & Refrigeration

• References Available
• 24/7 Service
• Se Habla Español

13153

1305 S. Hobart • 806-669-9000
If your grass is TALL give us a CALL 13154

Loyd WatersLynn Allison George Bullard

1200 N. Hobart St. • Pampa, TX
806-665-3992

Harvester Cleaners

200 West 28th • Pampa, Texas
806.665.2222

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 7–6  Sat. 9–2

Delivery to Miami, Canadian,
Wheeler & Shamrock

13155

13156

Pampa Realty Inc.  
8 0 6 - 6 6 9 - 0 0 0 7
312 N Gray  Pampa, TX 

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER   
www.pamparealtor.com

Pampa Realty Inc.  
806-669-0007
312 N Gray  Pampa, TX Pampa MLS &  

Amarillo MLS

13175

805 North Hobart Street | Pampa, Texas   
806-665-1665

Culberson 
Stowers
New  |  Pre-Owned  |  Service Department

13176

805 North Hobart Street | Pampa, Texas   
806-665-1665

Culberson 
Stowers
Toyota

Scan the 
QR Codes (Quick 
Response Code) in the ads 
below with your smartphone. The code 
provides your phone with a URL or other link to 
instantly connect you to the related business. You can shop 
for merchandise or services anywhere, anytime with the simple click 
of your smartphone. You will need a reader app which can be downloaded to 
your cell phone by searching for QR Code Readers. 
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2

1601 W. Kentucky • Pampa, TX
806.665.8801

www.clarendoncollege.edu



Wed: Cowboys-Jayhawks 
highlights Big 12 quarterfinals 

KANSAS CITY, Kan. 
(AP) — It’s the marquee 
matchup that everyone fig-
ured would happen in the 
Big 12 tournament: Kansas 
against Oklahoma State, 
featuring Andrew Wiggins 
and Marcus Smart.

Not many people thought 
it would be happening in 
the quarterfinals.

The top-seeded Jay-
hawks earned a bye into 
Thursday’s showdown 
with their 10th consecutive 
regular-season title, but the 
eighth-seeded Cowboys — 
who at one point lost seven 
straight league games — 
needed to beat Texas Tech 
in a first-round matchup 
just to get the opportunity.

None of that matters 
now. The two teams picked 
as favorites to win the Big 
12 title last fall will meet at 
the Sprint Center for a spot 
in the tournament semifi-
nals.

“We understand the 
challenge. It’s going to be 
an incredible challenge,” 
Oklahoma State coach 
Travis Ford said. “We have 
a lot of respect for Kansas, 
and we understand how 
good they are.”

In the other quarterfinals, 
second-seeded Oklahoma 
will play seventh-seeded 
Baylor, which didn’t put 
away pesky TCU until late 
in their game Wednesday 
night. No. 3 seed Texas 
will play No. 6 seed West 
Virginia, and fourth-
seeded Iowa State will 
play fifth-seeded Kansas 
State.

The game that’s sure to 
draw the most interest, 
though, is Kansas-Okla-
homa State.

The Jayhawks have the 
star freshman in Wig-
gins, while the Cowboys 

have arguably the league’s 
most dynamic player in 
Smart, who had 18 points, 
seven rebounds, seven as-
sists and six steals in an 
80-62 victory over Texas 
Tech on Wednesday night.

Neither player was par-
ticularly good in their first 
meeting — Smart was 3 
for 14 from the field and 
0 for 6 from beyond the 
arc, while Wiggins scored 
just three points. And 
they played to a virtual 
draw when the teams met 
in Stillwater earlier this 
month.

So maybe the game will 
be decided by their sup-
porting casts.

The Jayhawks will be 
without star center Joel 
Embiid, who has been 
ruled out indefinitely 
with a stress fracture in 
his back. The 7-foot shot-
blocker participated in a 
light shoot-around at the 
Sprint Center on Wednes-
day, but Kansas coach Bill 
Self said he was just “jack-
ing around.”

“He’s not playing this 
week, at all,” Self said. 
“The thing about it is, 
we’ll play him whenever 
the doctors and Joel’s 
body say he’s ready to 
play, and I’m confident 
— and others are — that 
it’s going to happen. But 

to be real candid, we may 
have to advance for it to 
happen.”

Self means the No. 10 
Jayhawks would have 
to advance past the first 
weekend of the NCAA 
tournament. But that 
doesn’t mean he’s not 
thinking about advancing 
at least one more day in 
the Big 12 tournament, 
where his Jayhawks are 
the defending champions.

“We practiced well this 
week and I anticipate us 
playing well,” Self said. 
“I can’t imagine there 
being a stronger field in 
America for the postsea-
son tournament. It’ll be 
fun, it’ll be interesting 
and whoever comes out 
of it will have earned it.”

The Jayhawks and 
Cowboys will take the 
court about 30 minutes 
after Iowa State and Kan-
sas State kick off the 
four-game quarterfinal 
slate on Thursday.

The Cyclones, who are 
firmly in the NCAA tour-
nament, beat the Wildcats 
in Ames earlier this sea-
son, but fell in Manhat-
tan just over a week ago. 
Kansas State is trying to 
take any drama out of 
Selection Sunday with at 
least one victory in the 
conference tournament.

Another team trying 
to play its way into the 
NCAA tournament is 
West Virginia, which is 
just 17-14 but is carrying 
momentum from a vic-
tory over the Jayhawks. 
The Mountaineers will 
face a Texas team that 
has lost four of its last six 
games.

“I think if we won two 
we’d be in great shape,” 
said Mountaineers coach 
Bob Huggins, “but I think 
if we can win that first 
one that we would be 
pretty good.”

One more win would 
also make Baylor coach 
Scott Drew rest a little 
easier.

After knocking off 
TCU 76-68 on Wednes-
day night, the Bears have 
won eight of their past 
nine games, and believe 
they have done enough 
to slip into the NCAA 
tournament. But beating 
the Sooners would almost 
certainly seal the deal, 
even if it’s something 
they’ve yet to do this sea-
son.

“It’s going to be an-
other Big 12 battle,” said 
the Bears’ Cory Jeffer-
son, who scored 20 points 
against the Horned Frogs. 
“Both teams are going to 
be ready.”

PampaSports
n Sympathy for the NFL athlete.

Earlier this week, the 
Dallas Cowboys released 
their long-time defensive 
end and fan-favorite De-
Marcus Ware.

Cowboy fans are heart-
broken over the move and 
casual fans are wondering 
why it happened.

Ware was faced with 
the choice of taking a pay 
cut from the Cowboys or 

getting re-
leased.

This is 
not an un-
c o m m o n 
thing. Many 
players take 
pay cuts to 
allow more 
space for 
the team on 
the salary 

cap. 
A couple years ago, be-

fore the NFL lockout in 
2011, the league was in an 
uncapped year. This means 
there was no salary cap, so 
the Cowboys paid many 
of their players with large 
contracts.

Miles Austin, who also 
is cut as of June 1, and 
DeMarcus Ware were both 
paid with pretty large con-
tracts. Personally, DeMar-
cus Ware’s was the only 
one that made sense to me. 
Ware didn’t want to take 
the pay cut, so Dallas cut 
him.

This would make some-
one like you and me scoff 
at the notion that the player 
wouldn’t help his team 
out by taking the pay-cut. 
After all, Tony Romo re-
structured his contract to 
help the Cowboys, why not 
Ware.  This makes Ware 
look selfish. I am going 
to fight the uphill battle 
of defending DeMarcus 
Ware. Just for the record, 
Romo’s restructuring does 
not make Romo take less, 
it just back-loads his con-
tract, he will get his money.

The NFL is a funny or-
ganization. If a team is un-
happy with a player, they 
will trade him, like he is a 
comic book or something. 
If the team doesn’t want 
to pay a huge contract to 
a player, but doesn’t want 
him to go to a different 

team, they will use a fran-
chise tag, which keeps the 
player on their team.

Let’s pretend I am un-
der contract at The Pampa 
News and they work like 
an NFL team. If they are 
unhappy with me, they 
would just trade me to the 
Borger News Herald. Or 
if I wanted to go work for 
the Denver Post or Dallas 
Morning-Star, The Pampa 
News could slap a tag on 
me saying that one of the 
other papers has to give 
them something in return. 
Or, like in Ware’s case, 
what if the paper came up 
to me and said,  “John, 
we are over our budget, 
we need to pay you for 11 
months instead of 12.”

Just picture the same 
scenario at your work. You 
and I would find this situ-
ation to be awful and not 
like it. 

Now put ourselves in 
DeMarcus Ware’s shoes. 
Yes, we are dealing with 
millions upon millions of 
dollars. But by asking De-
Marcus Ware to take a pay 
cut is basically a spit in the 
face. Ware did so much 
for the Cowboys and that 
organization and even the 
city of Dallas.

He is one of the most 
respected players not just 
in Dallas but in the NFL. 
Teams don’t just acknowl-
edge his presence, but 
gameplan around him. 
Teams may decide to keep 
a running back in the back 
field or a tight end on the 
edge to keep Ware from 
getting to their quarter-
back, but he did, 117 times 
in his time in Dallas.

Ultimately these players 
make more money than I 
could ever dream of. They 
also know what they are 
getting into when they join 
the NFL. It’s a business. 
That doesn’t mean they 
have to like it though.

But I hope that I at least 
made you realize why a 
player may get upset about 
a team making them take a 
pay cut.

John Lee is the sports editor 
of The Pampa News. He can 
be reached at jclee@thepam-
panews.com.

JOHN
LEE
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Pampa Realty Inc.  
806-669-0007
312 N Gray  Pampa, TX 

Pampa Realty Inc.
Katrina Bigham

Realtor
Cell 806.898.8510

Phone 806.669.0007
Fax 806.669.0008

rkbigham@cableone.net
Million Dollar Producer

Each Office is Independently Owned  and Operated

312 N. Gray Street
Pampa, TX 79065

14737

Autobody & Accessories

(806) 665-3500     101 S. Hobart     Pampa, TX

We feature name brand car and truck accessories and a 
state-of-the-art collision center. Whether it’s repairing your 

vehicle back to its factory look or adding automotive accessories, 
our professionally trained staff will take care of you.

  BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

THE

F I N D   A   P R O   F O R   E V E R Y   P R O J E C T

PAMPA NEWS
The

HANK’S
PAINTING 
SERVICE Lazy Cat Landscaping

(806)669-0000
hankspaint.com  

Landscape Design
Patios & Outdoor Kitchens

Fountains & Ponds
Decorative Concrete 

Plantings & Flower Gardens
Everyday & Holiday Lighting

123 Main St.    (806)669-1111  
lazycatlands.com

Advertise in the Business & Service Directory to help get the cus-
tomers you are looking for. Call CALLIE or STEFANIE 
(806)669-2525 today to � nd out more. 

403 West Atchison Ave 
(806) 669-2525
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

YOUR AD RUNS 

WEDNESDAY 

& FRIDAY

EVERY WEEK!

R E A C H  A L L  Y O U R  P O T E N T I A L  C L I E N T S

1 column x 2  inch ad
 $50 /month

2 column x 2  inch ad 
$100 /month ALL AMERICAN PEST CONTROL

TIME TO TREAT YOUR YARD 
FOR TICKS AND FLEAS!!

Call to schedule your appointment

806-440-6105

Earning your business one treatment at a time!

RICK PEARSON
PAMPA, TEXAS

WELCOME BACK

CULBERSON-STOWERS www.culbersonautos.com

805 North Hobart Street    
806-665-1665

Culberson-Stowers would like to welcome 
Brenda Frazier-Shelton to the Sales Department. Brenda’s 22 

years of sales experience is a perfect addition to the 
Culberson - Stowers family. Stop by, and say hi!

15877

Brenda 
Frazier-
Shelton

From the Press Box

Got A 
Sports Story 

or Photo?
Send them to us!

jclee@thepampanews.com
or bring it to the paper!

This ad HAS been seen by 
over 7,000 people TODAY

ADVERTISE HERE
GET NOTICED

THE PAMPA NEWS
(806)-669-2525
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in the next 
American Profile

Spring Fling!
Ten festivals across America that will 

inspire you to get outdoors and breathe in 
the fresh springtime air.

Find us

Brought to you by 

Pampa Regional Medical Center

16026

DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING 

NETWORK 

Reach Millions of
Texas consumers 

with just one phone call!

CALL
1-800-749-4793

 

AFFORDABLE,  
EFFECTIVE & EASY

Newspapers reserve the right 
to edit or reject advertising. 
These guidelines are provided 
for your convenience.

 Commercial advertising 
must indicate the advertise-
ment was placed by a  rm 
or an individual engaged in a 
commercial enterprise. This 
will be done by using the  rm 
name or the word “broker” 
or “agent” or some suitable 
term.

Advertising Guidelines ____________________________________
 Advertising requesting 

payment in advance for infor-
mation will not be accepted.

 Earnings claims must be 
based on fact. Statements of 
such claims must be available 
upon request. Statements of 
gross sales or net earnings 
are limited to those of the last 
accounting period.

 Employment advertising 
must be for a bona  de job 
offering and must state the 
nature of the work offered. 
Sales “help wanted” advertis-
ing must not offer or appear to 

offer work on a salary basis 
when compensation is on a 
commission or bonus basis. 
When based on commission, 
no statement or implication 
of the amount that may be 
earned is acceptable unless it 
is a guaranteed wage and is 
followed by the word “guaran-
teed.” Sales “help wanted” ads 
must state the type of product 
to be sold. A company name 
that indicates the nature of the 
product is acceptable.

 Advertising will be rejected 
if it is known or determined to 

discriminate based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, 
sex, age, marital status or indi-
vidual disability except where 
legal restrictions prevail. 

 Acceptance of advertis-
ing may be subject to busi-
ness and/or Better Business 
Bureau reference checks.

 Adoption ads are accepted 
when accompanied by a letter 
from an attorney.

 Texas Press Association 
reserves the right to refuse 
any advertising.

Texas 2x2 Brochure 2009.indd (07.16.09)

We Participate in the Network

TEXAS PRESS SERVICES, INC
Division of Texas Press Association

718 WEST FIFTH ST.
AUSTIN, TX  78701-2799 

512-477-6755  OR  FAX  512-477-3231

North Region: 
70 newspapers, 
193,121 circ.
Aledo, The Community News
Alvarado Star
Alvord Gazette
Azle News
Big Sandy-Hawkins Journal
Bowie News
Bullard Banner News
Burleson Star
Canton Herald
Canton/VanZandt News
Clifton Record
Corsicana Daily Sun
Corsicana, Navarro County Times
Crawford, Lone Star Iconoclast
Crowley Star
Dallas, Park Cities People
Dallas, Texas Jewish Post
Dallas, The White Rocker
Decatur, Wise Co. Messenger
DeKalb News
DeSoto, Focus Daily News
Everman, South Tarrant Star
Farmersville Times
Ferris, Ellis Co. Press
Frankston Citizen
Ft. Worth, NW Tarrant Co.
Gilmer Mirror
Gladewater Mirror
Granbury, Hood Co. News
Grandview Tribune
Groesbeck Journal
Hemphill, Sabine Co. Reporter
Hillsboro Reporter
Honey Grove Weekly Gazette
Howe, Texoma Enterprise
Joshua Star
Keene Star
Kerens Tribune
Lake Dallas, Lake Cities Sun
Whitney, Lake Whitney Views
Lindale News & Times
Malakoff News
Mart Messenger
McKinney Courier-Gazette
Mount Vernon Optic-Herald
Moody, The Suburban Courier
Murphy Monitor
Naples, The Monitor
New Boston, Bowie Co. Citizen
Overton Press
Palestine Herald Press
Paris News
Pittsburg Gazette
Princeton Herald
Quinlan, Tawakoni News

Red Oak Record
Sachse News
San Augustine Tribune
Sanger Courier
Seagoville, Suburbia News
Springtown Epigraph
Teague Chronicle
Timpson & Tenaha News
Trenton Tribune
Waco Citizen
Weatherford Democrat
Whitehouse, Tri Co. Leader
Wills Point Chronicle
Wolfe City Mirror
Wylie News

South Region: 
84 newspapers, 
262,245 circ.
Alvin Sun
Anahuac, The Progress
Aransas Pass Progress
Bartlett, Tribune-Progress
Baytown Sun
Bastrop Advertiser
Beeville Bee-Picayune
Bremond Press
Brenham Banner-Press
Brookshire, The Times Tribune
Buda, The Free Press
Buffalo Press
Buna’s Beacon
Calvert Tribune
Cameron Herald
Centerville News
Columbus, Banner Press
Columbus, Colorado Co. Citizen
Copperas Cove Leader Press
Corrigan Times
Crockett, Houston Co. Courier
Cuero Record
Diboll Free Press
Dripping Springs News Dispatch
Eagle Lake Headlight
East Bernard Express
El Campo Leader-News
Falfurrias Facts
Floresville, Wilson Co. News
Franklin Advocate
Gatesville Messenger/Star Forum
Gonzales Inquirer
Groveton News
Hearne Democrat
Highlands Star/Crosby Courier
Ingleside Index
Kingsville Record
La Feria News

La Grange,The Fayette Co. Record
La Porte, Bayshore Sun
Lexington Leader
Liberty Vindicator
Liberty Hill, The Independent
Livingston, Polk Co. Enterprise
Marlin Democrat
Mathis News
Mercedes Enterprise
Navasota, The Examiner
Needville, The Gulf Coast Tribune
New Braunfels, Herald-Zeitung
New Ulm Enterprise
Normangee Star
Odem-Edroy Times
Orange Leader
Palacios Beacon
Pleasanton Express
Port Lavaca Wave
Port Arthur News
Portland News
Refugio County Press
Robstown, Nueces Co. Record-Star
Rockdale Reporter and Messenger
Rockport,The Herald
Roma, South Texas Reporter
Rosebud News
Rosenberg, Ft.Bend Herald-Coaster
Round Rock Leader
San Benito News
San Diego Duval County Picture
Sealy News
Seguin Gazette-Enterprise
Shepherd, San Jacinto News-Times
Sinton, San Patricio Co. News
Taft Tribune
Taylor Daily Press
Thorndale Champion
Three Rivers, The Progress
Trinity Standard
Uvalde Leader
Wallis News-Review
Wharton Journal-Spectator
Weimar Mercury
Winnie, The Hometown Press
Woodville, Tyler Co. Booster

West Region:  
94 newspapers,
229,091 circ.
Abernathy Star 
Alice Echo-News
Anson, Western Observer
Aspermont, Stonewall Co. Courier
Baird Banner
Baird, Callahan Co. Star
Ballinger Ledger

Big Lake Wildcat
Big Spring Herald
Booker News
Borger News-Herald
Brady Standard - Herald
Breckenridge American
Brown eld News
Brownwood Bulletin
Burkburnett Informer Star
Burnet Bulletin
Burnet, Citizens Gazette
Carrizo Springs Javelin
Castroville News Bulletin
Cisco Press
Claude News
Clyde Journal
Coleman,Chronicle &DemocratVoice
Colorado City Record
Cross Plains Review
Crystal City, Zavala Co. Sentinel
Dimmitt, Castro County News
Dublin Citizen
Dumas, Moore Co. News-Press
Eastland Telegram
Eldorado Success
Ft. Davis, Jeff Davis Co. Mt. Dispatch
Ft. Stockton Pioneer
Fredericksburg, Standard/Radio Post
Fritch, The Eagle Press
Goldthwaite Eagle
Graford, Lake Country Sun
Graham Leader
Groom McLean News
Hale Center American
Hamlin Herald
Hereford Brand
Hondo Anvil Herald
Idalou Beacon
Jacksboro Gazette-News
Jacksboro, Jack Co. Herald
Kerrville Daily Times
Knox City, Knox County News
Lamesa Press Reporter
Lampasas Dispatch Record
Lufkin Daily News
Lytle, Medina Valley Times
Marble Falls, The Highlander
Marble Falls, The River Cities Daily
Matador, Motley Co. Tribune
Menard News and Messenger

Merkel Mail
Miles Messenger
Morton Tribune
Munday Courier
Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel
Odessa American
Olney Enterprise
Olton Enterprise
Ozona Stockman
Paducah Post
Paint Rock, Concho Herald
Pampa News
Pecos Enterprise
Perryton Herald
Plainview Daily Herald
Post Dispatch
Quanah Tribune-Chief
Quitaque, Valley Tribune
Ralls, Crosby County News
Ranger Times
Rankin News
Rising Star, Star
Rochester, Twin Cities News
Rowena Press
Seminole Sentinel
Shamrock, County Star-News
Snyder Daily News
Sonora, Devil’s River News
Spearman, Hansford Co.
Stamford American
Stanton, Martin Co. Messenger
Stephenvile Empire-Tribune
Sweetwater Reporter
Vernon Daily Record
Wellington Leader
Wheeler, The Wheeler Times
Winters Enterprise

Would You like 
to Reach over 

1/2 Million 
Readers?

      
Contact this newspaper for 
more information or visit 

www.texaspress.com
Regions available.

Statewide Ads 
only $1100

Become an Aviation Mechanic. 
FAA approved training. Financial aid if qualified – 

Housing available. Job placement assistance 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

Dallas - 800-475-4102 
or Houston - 800-743-1392

AIRLINE 
CAREERS 
BEGIN HERE

may occur 30 to 50 years after ex-
posure to asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s 
through the 1970s. Industrial and 
construction workers, along with 
their families (second hand expo-
sure) are among those at risk for 
mesothelioma, lung cancer  or gas-
tro cancer (throat, stomach, colon). 
Call us for professional insight.

Mesothelioma EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS
Lawyers with more 

than 100 years 
combined expertise.

1-800-460-0606
www.AsbestosLaw.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
OFFICES IN HOUSTON/CONROE, TEMPLE AND AUSTIN,

PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN CAMERON

Jessalyn Robert15973

300 N. Hobart 
806-669-1117

M-F: 7-7 Sat: 8-4

Family Owned 
we provide
INTEGRITY 
VALUE & 
SERVICE

Ladies Day Tuesdays!

ROBERT’S 
QUALITY AUTO SERVICE

Oil changes are 
what we do!

Let us do YOUR 
next oil change

SO MANY 
PROJECTS
SO LITTLE
TIME

We have tools, the 
skills, and the time 
to help you with all 

those odd jobs you’ve 
been planning to do.

ReplaceWaterHeater!

Repair bathroom faucet!

Replace kitchen faucet

Insulate 
Pipes!

Weatherize 

T he House

CHIEF PLASTICS
PIPE & SUPPLY INC.
1237 & 1240 S BARNES 

PAMPA, TEXAS
806.665.6716 OR 

800.649.6716

COME SEE
THE CHIEF

PampaSports

Watch the Pros

Golf
Trophee Hassan II.................................GOLF 8:30 a.m.
Valspar Championship...............................GOLF 2 p.m.
Toshiba Championship.........................GOLF 5:30 p.m.

Hockey
Nashville Predators at Chicago Blackhawks.........NHLN 7 p.m. 

Basketball
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio Spurs................NBATV 7:30 p.m. 

Tennis 
BNP Paribas Open............................................ESPN2 3:30 p.m.

Paralympic
Winter Games from Sochi..........................NBCSN 10:30 p.m.
**Check your local listings for channel number**
***Times may vary and blackouts may apply***

PAMPA ROCKETS INDOOR SOCCER TEAM

Submitted photo

The Pampa Rockets participated in a U-10 competitive league in Amarillo. 
The Pampa Rockets would like to thank Eagle Rock for their support. Front 
row from left, Aubrey Dorn, Leslie Salazar, Amanda Rios, Kaitlyn Steen and Mari-
belle Gamez. Back row, Marisol Lacher (coach), Gracie Covil, Sierra Rodriguez, 
Laney Shipman, Ariel Lacher, Kayleigh Steen, Dallas Vaughn and Josh Steen 
(coach).

Facebook

facebook.com/thepampanews

To find Breaking News Briefs, 
Event Photos, and Video Clips.

find us on 

Wednesday: Mills, Duncan lead, 
Spurs roll past Blazers 103-90 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) 
— The San Antonio Spurs 
continued rolling against 
the elite teams they strug-
gled against early in the 
season, using a balanced 
attack to beat the Port-
land Trail Blazers for their 
eighth straight victory.

Patty Mills scored 15 
points, Tim Duncan had 10 
points and 11 rebounds in 
limited minutes, and San 
Antonio trailed for only 
11 seconds late in the first 
quarter of a 103-90 victory 
over Portland on Wednes-
day night.

Since the All-Star break, 
the Spurs (48-16) have 
beaten the Trail Blazers 
twice and also defeated 

the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Chicago and Miami. They 
were 1-11 in the season’s 
first half against the East’s 
top two teams and remain-
ing top five in the West.

“We’re getting a 
rhythm,” San Antonio 
point guard Tony Parker 
said. “You don’t want to 
peak too early, but we’re 
playing good basketball. 
Hopefully we can keep 
it going and stay healthy. 
The most important, like 
everybody knows, is the 
playoffs.”

Damian Lillard had 23 
points for Portland (42-
23), which lost LaMarcus 
Aldridge to a bruised back 
early in the second half.

Aldridge’s status is un-
known after X-rays on his 
back were negative. He 
was taken to the locker 
room and X-ray room in a 
wheelchair.

San Antonio’s bench 
outscored Portland’s 46-
23, enabling coach Gregg 
Popovich to limit Dun-
can, Parker and Manu 
Ginobili to less than 30 
minutes.

The Spurs’ Big 3 tied 
Magic Johnson, Michael 
Cooper and Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar of the Los 
Angeles Lakers for sec-
ond all-time as a trio 
in total victories (490) 
and games played (663)  
as a trio.



Tundra

Zits

Garfield

Beetle Bailey

Marvin

Mother Goose and Grim

Nest Heads

Non Sequitur

Hagar The Horrible

Peanuts

Blondie

Shoe

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, 
March 15, 2014:

This year you head in a new direc-
tion and add to your life possibilities. Be 
willing to take a well-thought-out risk 
or two, but curb an impulsive streak. If 
you follow your emotional and intuitive 
thoughts, you will land well. If you are 
single, you could meet someone of life 
signifi cance in the next fi ve months. The 
less you think about this encounter, the 
better off you will be. Take your time 
getting to know this person. If you are 
attached, you are in one of the warmer 
periods of your relationship. Schedule 
plenty of one-on-one time. VIRGO chal-
lenges you a bit too often for your taste. 

The Stars Show the Kind of Day 
You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Diffi cult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ You might experience a lot of 

optimism throughout the day. You’ll 
feel good about those in your immediate 
circle, as you know full well what will 
happen during your interactions. You 
could feel inspired to head in your own 
direction. Tonight: A must appearance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Your romantic nature 

emerges. You also might have the en-
ergy to do your taxes or some spring 
cleaning. You will head in a direction 
where you feel comfortable to enjoy 
those you love. You could be shocked 
by someone’s reaction. Tonight: Be 
naughty and nice.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You will be much happier 

dealing with a family member than 
you have been in a while, as this person 
seems to be extra attentive, caring and 
open. A friend could have a strong reac-
tion to this person, but don’t let it bother 
you. Tonight: Invite others over for a fun 
evening.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You’ll speak your mind loud 

and clear. Others will hear you and re-
spond. You could be shocked by some-
one who you look up to. You might not 
like what you hear, but your smile, posi-
tive attitude and a touch of sorrow will 
win the day. Tonight: Out and about.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Curb a need to be self-in-

dulgent. Today you will be able to back 
away from a touchy situation. You might 
have to contend with a family member 
or someone in your personal life who 

decides to show you how powerful he or 
she is. Tonight: Enjoy your friends.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Good luck, logic and com-

passion seem to surround you today. 
This is not surprising, as you tend to be 
sincere and modest. Sometimes people 
don’t get to see the big picture or who 
you really are because of your demean-
or. Tonight: As you like it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ You might be uncomfort-

able with someone’s brash actions. The 
closer this person is to you, the more dis-
comfort you will experience. A family 
member could try to show you who is 
in control, but you will show this person 
that he or she is in for a shock. Tonight: 
Not to be found.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You will succeed, especially 

if you are involved in an important en-
gagement or project. Worry less and just 
be yourself. Your friends support you far 
more than you might realize, so be sure 
to join them later on in the day. Tonight: 
Enjoy the moment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You are full of energy and dy-

namic ideas; however, you might feel as 
if someone is raining on your parade by 
mentioning what you must do. Do what 
you want, and try not to take this person 
to heart. Tonight: A must appearance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ You might want to defer plans to 

take off spontaneously. You know what 
is good for you. A change in scenery can 
revive you and give you a fresh perspec-
tive on nearly any life matter. Make a call 
to a loved one, and ask him or her to join 
you. Tonight: Follow the music.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Understand what a partner 

wants from you. Ask questions -- don’t 
make assumptions. You will be very 
uncomfortable if you make judgments 
before you get the facts. It will be your 
pleasure to follow through on a request. 
Tonight: Stop and enjoy the person you 
are with.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Others come toward you. 

Touch base with a loved one, even if he 
or she seems off-kilter. You can show 
caring without supporting behavior that 
does not work for you. Use care when 
taking any risks, especially with your 
fi nances. Tonight: Do not stand on cer-
emony.

comicscomics
P A G E

daily horoscopedaily horoscope
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FREE
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month$69
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For Details!
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Help Wanted
ASSISTANT Super-
visor needed for local 
landscape company. Es-
timate exp. req. Contact 
Brian at 669-0158.

CHURCH Office Ad-
ministrator, Computer 
literate incl. Word & 
Quickbooks, general 
office skills. Email re-
sume with references 
to pampapcusa@gmail.
com

CLARENDON Com-
munity Center hiring 
LVN’s $15-16.36/hr 
and CNA’s $8.50-9.59/
hr based on exp. & shift. 
Call 806-874-5221

EXPANDING in Pam-
pa! Full & Part time.  
Personalized training, 
flexible schedules, un-
limited earning poten-
tial. 806-355-9007 for 
appt.

FIRST Baptist Child 
Development Cen-
ter needing pre-school 
teachers. Apply in per-
son 203 N. West Street 
in Pampa. Benefits 
available.

Help Wanted
GRAY County Sher-
iff’s Office is currently 
accepting applications 
for part-time shift cook. 
Pick up & return appli-
cation to the sheriff’s 
office. NO phone calls!

HAMPTON Inn is hir-
ing FT and PT night au-
dit, front desk & house-
keeping. MUST be de-
pendable and customer 
service oriented. Apply 
in person only at 2820 
N. Perryton Parkway

HELP Needed in Pam-
pa at Oil & Gas Supply 
Store. Oil field knowl-
edge preferred. Must 
pass drug test and have 
good driving record, be 
dependable & able to 
lift up to 50 lbs. Able 
to drive forklift & be 
mechanically inclined 
a plus. Strong customer 
service skills required. 
Call 806-665-0947

Carpentry
CUSTOM Building & 
Remodeling: Kitchens, 
Bathrooms & Addi-
tions. Shawn Deaver 
Construction, 662-2977

OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR. Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-
6347, 806-663-0192.

 
Help Wanted
ACCEPTING appli-
cations for full-time 
teacher & classroom 
aide. No previous expe-
rience necessary. Must 
be willing to submit 
to a pre-employment 
drug test, fingerprint & 
background check. Se-
rious applicants only! 
Call For Heavens Sake 
Daycare and Preschool 
at 665-5758 for more 
information.

Help Wanted
HEMPHILL County 
Hospital EMS in Ca-
nadian, TX is seeking 
qualified EMT-Basic 
and EMT-Paramedic 
applicants (full-time 
Paramedic wage: 
$60,000+ plus bene-
fits). Credentialed indi-
viduals with outstand-
ing work history and 
team spirit please apply 
today to HCH’s HR Of-
fice via dtroublefield@
hchdst.org or 1020 S. 
4th Street, Canadian. 
For more information, 
phone 806-323-1117. 
HCH is an equal Op-
portunity Employer.

I AM LOOKING 
FOR two men or wom-
en with a high level of 
integrity that I will train 
to assist me in my busi-
ness in Pampa. If you 
have a sales personal-
ity and desire an above 
avg. income, we need to 
talk. For a confidential 
interview call 806-669-
7605.

KITCHEN help, Wait 
Staff and Catering per-
son needed. MUST 
have driver’s license 
and be 18. Apply in 
person at Dyers Bar-B-
Que.

Looking for P-T Mgr 
for new self storage in 
Pampa. To apply go on-
line: pampastoragespot.
com/manager.

MAINTENANCE 
HELPER/LA-

BORER
Needed for a 150 unit 
Apt. Community.  
Salary DOE. Apply 
1601 W. Somerville, 
or call 665-7149.

Help Wanted
MCLEAN Care Center 
is hiring CNAs with a 
$2000 Sign-On Bonus, 
and part-time LVNs. 
Please contact Maxine 
or Jenifer, 806-779-
2469

MECHANIC Needed: 
CoreTerra Operat-
ing is looking to fill a 
mechanic’s position. 
Must have experience 
in truck, rig and heavy 
equipment repair. Weld-
ing and electrical ex-
perience is preferred. 
Employee medical paid 
after 90 days. Apply 
in person at 2601 W. 
Kentucky, Pampa, TX. 
(806) 688-9291

NATIONAL BANK 
OF COMMERCE 
is looking for a Loan 
Processor/New Ac-
counts secretary. 
Bank/Office expe-
rience is required. 
Good personality is a 
must. Good benefits 
include Insurance, 
Personal days, Vaca-
tion, Bonuses, 401K 
Plan. Please apply at 
1224 N. Hobart, Pam-
pa, TX.

NEEDED Immedi-
ately: Full-time Drug 
Screener. Will train/
certify. Experience 
a plus. Fax resume: 
806-665-0537

NEEDED: employees 
w/a good driving re-
cord, preferably over 
21, DOT physical req.  
Poly pipe exp helpful. 
C&W Const, Mobeetie, 
TX, 662-4035  or 669-
8708

NEEDED: Experienced 
Pipeline Operators. Call 
806-665-4336

NEEDED: Friendly, 
people oriented multi-
tasker who is good 
with finances and 
computers. Fax your 
resume to: 806-665-
0537

NOTICE
Readers are urged to 

fully investigate adver-
tisements which require 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 

goods.

NURSES Unlimited, 
Inc. is seeking enthusi-
astic attendants to assist 
clients in the home with 
personal care, meal 
prep and light house-
keeping, P-T.  E.O.E. 
Call 1- 888—859-0631

Help Wanted
PART Time Grounds-
keeper/Rest Area At-
tendant positions avail. 
I-40/Alanreed, $8/hr. 
Call 817-757-3495.

PHARMACY Tech - 
must be good at math, 
have exc. 10 key & key-
boarding skills.  Reply 
to Box 49 c/o Pampa 
News, PO Box 2198, 
Pampa, TX 79066.

TOP PAY For Mainte-
nance Man.  Must have 
valid Driver’s License.
Apply at 800 N. Nelson.
665-1875

TRALEE Crisis Center 
seeks a vicim advocate 
and LSW or LPC. Bi-
lingual and/or victim 
service exp a plus. Con-
tact Dee Dee Laramore, 
806-669-1131

WE’RE Hiring for all 
positions. Must be 18 
or older and willing to 
work days and nights. 
Come apply in person 
at Pak-A-Burger, 1608 
N. Hobart in Pampa.

 

Household
TAN Microfiber 2-re-
cliner loveseat w/con-
sole. Good condition, 
$300. Call 806-595-
0763

WHIRLPOOL washer 
& dryer in excellent 
condition. $100 for pair. 
Call 806-664-0054.

 

Miscellaneous
2 Cemetery Lots at 
Memory Gardens, close 
to Price Rd. & south 
of entrance. $1200 for 
both.  663-6471

FOR SALE: 
Double Lawn Crypt
in Memory Gardens.
Call 806-898-2451

NEW Queen mattress 
set. Save $200. On sale 
$246. King set sale 
$426. Red Barn, 1424 
S. Barnes, 665-2767.

 

Garage Sale
GARAGE Sale - Sat. & 
Sun. 8:30 - ?  1028 S. 
Dwight. LOTS of fur-
niture.

GARAGE Sale - Satur-
day 8am-? Toys & lots 
of misc. 1728 Grape

GARAGE Sale Friday 
& Saturday 8am-5pm. 
LOTS to go!! 2101 
Duncan

Your Dream Home is Waiting

JUST ARRIVED

15842

2408 Dogwood 
4 Bedroom 2 Bath, Master has Garden Tub with  2 Sinks, Living Area has 
Fireplace, Formal Dining or Office kitchen is spacious with large breakfast 
Nook. This Property is Priced to Buy. 

Call Me Today for your Showing!
Jimmy - 806-570-9924.

	  

	  

	  

 

NOW HIRING! 

FIELD TECHNICIANS – The position provides proper 
preventative and maintenance service on equipment in the field in a 
safe and efficient manner including delivery and setup of the 
equipment. Prefer experience in oil field related background, but will 
train the right candidate.  Field technicians should hold a CDL 
license or have the willingness and ability to obtain a CDL. 
 
To qualify for these positions the applicant must be at least 21 years 
of age, be able to pass a background check, drug test and pre-
employment physical and be insurable to drive a Company vehicle 
 
Light Tower Rentals is hiring for multiple positions in our Canadian, 
TX location as well as fifteen (15) other locations around the country.  
We offer an excellent compensation package to include Paid 
Holidays, Paid Time Off, Medical, Vision, Dental, Life Insurance, 
Short-term and Long-term Disability, and a 401(k) with matching 
contributions.  All potential employees must pass a criminal 
background check and drug test.  Qualified applicants can apply in 
person at 11195 S. Highway 83, Canadian, TX 79014, online at 
www.LTRJobs.com or email your resume to kcorbell@ltr.co	   
 

Light Tower Rentals is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 

N O W  H I R I N G
Diesel Mechanic

Immediate opening for a diesel mechanic. 
DOT brake certified preferred but not 
required. Clean driving record a must.  

Salary based on experience. This is a full 
time position.  Includes health insurance 

and retirement package. 
Paid holidays and vacation.  

Apply in person
100 N. Price Road 

Pampa, Texas

“Buddy”
Terrier Mix Male

“Charlie”
Pit Bull Male

“Mickey”
Shepherd Mix Female, Young

“Oscar”
Heeler Male

“Sophia”
Aussie Female, 11 months

“Molly”
Lab/Shepherd Mix Female, Pup

 #12469  #12364  #12113#12509  #12482  #12192

“Millie”
DLH Siamese Female

“Joseph”
Husky/Lab Mix Male, Pup

“Belle”
Tabby Female, young

Monetary Donations may be made Online at
  www.pampaanimalwelfaresociety.com

Sponsored by:

“Forever Friends” Looking For A Second Chance

■ Donations needed: 
Big Bath Towels & Bath rugs with no-slide backs

 #12467  #12476 #12460

For more info about these pets or for any other questions, call 806-669-5775.

FOUND DONATED FOUND

FOUND

FOUND DONATED DONATED

DONATEDFOUND

Call Beverly    806-669-2525

Subscribe Today!

Taylor & Miller 
Insurance Agency

Discover for yourself 
why Germania is
The Insurance 
Texans Trust.®

120 East Browning
806-669-3062

H O M E   •   A U T O   •   L I F E
www.GermaniaInsurance.com
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Feed & Seeds
HAY FOR SALE. 
Wheat hay $75/bale; 
Love grass $65/bale. 
Discount on 16+ bales. 
669-9532 or 664-1900

 

Pets & Supplies
FREE 1 yr. old male 
Chiweenie and 3 yr. old 
male  Chihuahua. Call 
806-664-0186.

STANDARD Poodle 
Puppies born Jan. 3rd in 
Pampa. 2 males, 1 choc, 
1 apr. $400. 817-412-
9866 or 817-366-2206.

 

Furnished Apts.

All real estate ad-
vertised herein is 
subject to the Feder-
al Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it ille-
gal to advertise “any 
preference, limita-
tion or discrimina-
tion because of race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preference, limita-
tion or discrimina-
tion”. State law also 
forbids discrimina-
tion based on these 
factors. We will not 
knowingly accept 
any advertising for 
real estate which is 
in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed 
that all dwellings 
advertised are avail-
able on an equal op-
portunity basis.

 

Unfurnished Apts.

$350/mo and up. 
Large 1 bdr. apts. w/
app, are in walking 
distance to things you 
need.  665-4274, 663-
2579, 881-8518

General Services
CERAMIC tile work, 
stucco, cement, remod-
eling, floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, paint-
ing, dry wall. Free esti-
mate. New # 440-0239, 
leave msg, Jesus Bar-
raza.

COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti-
mates. Call 669-7769

HOUSE cracking? 
In bricks or walls? 
Childers Brothers, Inc. 
800-299-9563, 806-
352-9563.

JH CONCRETE all 
types of concrete  incl 
stamp, fence, pools. 
Free est, financing 
available. 806-382-
5408.

Ogle Fence Company
Free Estimates

Repair & New Const.
665-1712

Legals / Pubic Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF LEFORS 
INVITATION TO 
SUBMIT SEALED 
PROPOSAL FOR 
BANK SERVICES.
The City of Lefors 
will receive sealed 
PROPOSALS at City 
Hall, 101 N. Court, 
Lefors, TX, or by mail 
to Lefors City Hall, 
PO Box 383, Lefors, 
TX 79054, until April 
14, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
The responsibility for 
submitting a proposal 
to the City of Lefors on 
or before the stated date 
and time is solely and 
strictly the responsi-
bility of the Proposer. 
No Proposals will be 
accepted after that time. 
Request for Proposals 
may be obtained from 
City Secretary. The 
selected Contractor will 
be awarded the Con-
tract and approved by 
City Council on April 
14, 2014. The defined 

Unfurnished Apts.
APTS. Houses Duplex-
es. K&B Properties. 
Ref. & dep. req. Lakev-
iew Apts. 669-4386

CAPROCK APTS.
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms 
with rent starting as 

low as $445/mo. Pool 
and on-site laundry, 

W/D hookups in all 2 
and 3 bdrms. 665-7149.

Schneider Apartments: 
Call for special rates. 
Short term lease. Busi-
ness people welcome. 
665-0415

TEXAS SIZE APTS.
1 and 2 bdr. apts. 
Largest in Pampa. 
Plus Homes too! 

Great Value!
665-1875 

or 881-8518

 

Unfurnished Houses
2 & 3 BEDROOM 
Houses for rent. Great 
value! 665-1875 or 881-
8518

3 BEDROOM/1 bath 
house, detached 2 car 
garage $775 rent/$600 
dep. Call DON’T 
TEXT! 663-6121 to 
see.

PICK up rental list in 
the Black Box at 125 S. 
Houston, Pampa.

 

Business Rent. Prop.

DOWNTOWN 
Properties: 
Service Station, 
Retail, 
Restaurant / Bar, etc.
665-1875, 881-8518

DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. Utilities 
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking 
669-6823

OFFICE space for rent. 
Ask about 3 months 
free rent. 669-6841

Legals / Pubic Notice
terms appearing in the 
General Specifications 
apply to all Contract 
Documents. Propos-
als must be made on 
forms furnished. Seven 
(7) copies of propos-
als must be delivered 
on or before April 14, 
2914 at 2:00 p.m. The 
envelope contain-
ing the Proposal must 
be sealed and plainly 
marked “DEPOSI-
TORY PROPOSAL”. 
All questions related to 
this Proposal informa-
tion and specifications 
should be directed to 
Lindy Forsyth, City 
Secretary, at 806-835-
2200.
F-72  3/14-15/2014

ORDINANCE 
NO. 1613

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF 
PAMPA, TEXAS, 
PROVIDING THAT 
ITS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES BE 
AMENDED BY 
REVISING SEC-
TION 3.08.009(a) 
OF SAID CODE 
TO PROVIDE FOR 
INCREASED MINI-
MUM CHARGE 
FOR ADMINISTRA-
TIVE EXPENSES 
FOR BUILDING 
DEMOLITION, 
AND BY REVIS-
ING SECTION 
6.04.008(a) OF SAID 
CODE TO PROVIDE 
FOR INCREASED 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CHARGE FOR 
ABATEMENT, AND 
PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

THIS ORDINANCE 
BECOMES EFFEC-
TIVE APRIL 1, 2014. 
F-69  3/14, 21/14

Homes for Sale
3 bdr. brick, dbl gar., 
1 3/4 ba. 1525 sq. ft. 
Lrg. stor. bldg. $91,500. 
1933 N. Sumner. No 
owner fin. 663-6062

3 BEDROOM / 2 Bath, 
Central heat,  2309 
Rosewood. $50,000 
cash only. Call Joel 
505-974-8195

3 BEDROOM / 3 Bath 
in White Deer, 821 
Jordan. Single garage, 
fenced backyard. Call 
806-340-2576

EVERGREEN ST.
1465 sq ft, fireplace, 
NEEDS WORK. 
3/1.75/2  Motivated 
seller. 806-440-4153 
LREA
HouseHunters Realtor, 
Linda Laycock-Broker 
806-662-1312

FOR Sale RV PARK
Small RV park on city 
water & sewer. End-
less possibilities. Low 
Lefors Taxes. 806-440-
4153 LREA
HouseHunters Realtor
Linda Laycock-Broker, 
806-662-1312

MOVE IN READY
CORNER LOT 
3/1.75/2 car garage
$115,000
806-440-4153 LREA
HouseHunters Realtor
Linda Laycock-Realtor
806-662-1312

MOVE-IN Ready: 
Nicely updated 4 bdrm 
home in nice neighbor-
hood. Too many up-
dates to list. Call 806-
662-3808 or 662-0328 
for information. NO 
owner finance.

OFFICE BUILDING
Big lot with room to 
build. Completely re-
modeled. 806-440-4153 
LREA
HouseHunters Realtor
Linda Laycock-Broker, 
806-662-1312

Homes for Sale
TRUSTAR Real Estate 
for all your complete 
real estate needs. Show, 
list, property mgmt. 
665-4595

 

Commercial Property

GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY!

Restaurant fully
equipped. Call

806-665-1875 or
806-881-8518

RETAIL and Garage 
Space. Centrally locat-
ed. Great value! 665-
1875 or 881-8518.

 

Trailer Parks
Tumbleweed Acres: 
storm shelters, fenced, 
stor. bldg. avail. 665-
0079, 886-2230

 

Autos
IDEAL FOR COLLEC-
TORS! 1979 Pontiac 
TransAm. White / blue, 
lrg bird on hood. One 
owner! 24,500 actual 
miles, 6.6 L, 403 eng. 
Auto transmission. All 
original. Good price 
$21,900. Call 806-665-
4836

TRY M&S Auto for all 
your auto repair needs.  
Call Ray or Mike, 120 
N. Gray, 669-6990.

 

Motorcycles
2007 - 650 Yamaha V-
Star Classic. 2006 - Ka-
wasaki Nomad 1600cc. 
Very low mileage on 
both. Call 663-2924.

Dear Abby…
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: My sister 
has children younger than 
mine, but the kids all play 
together frequently. She 
recently caught them in-
volved in a game of “truth 
or dare” and a couple of 
the kids had no clothes on. 

While I was surprised 
to hear it and have spoken 
to my children about it, it 
seems to me to be one of 
those games that kids play. 
My sister insists it’s about 
dominance and sex and re-
fuses to let my kids play 
with hers any longer. 

I’m heartbroken over her 
reaction and don’t know 
how to respond. We bare-
ly speak anymore. What 
do you think? — JUST A 
GAME? IN IOWA

DEAR JUST A GAME: 
Whether what happened 
was because of natural 
curiosity or about “domi-
nance” would depend on 
the ages of the children 
involved. Not allowing 
the children to play to-
gether again seems like 
an overreaction, but a 
serious discussion about 
boundaries should cer-
tainly have taken place 
after the incident.

DEAR ABBY: I start-
ed dating my childhood 
sweetheart when we were 
in high school. I’m now in 
college. 

My dreams and goals 
have always been to move 
from our small town to a 
big city in another state. 
The problem is my boy-
friend, “Clay,” never wants 
to leave here. He isn’t even 
interested in travel, which 
is something I would love 
to do.

I have stayed in our 
hometown for him. Every-
one in my family thinks 
he’s holding me back and 
isn’t being fair. He may 
not be perfect, but he does 
make me happy.

I now have an oppor-
tunity to move, but Clay 
refuses to go. Should I go 
anyway, regardless of what 
it does to our relationship? 

Do I take the risk of being 
happy in a new city by my-
self, or stay where I know 
what the ending will be? 
— STUCK IN SMALL-
TOWN, U.S.A.

DEAR STUCK: All 
of life is a risk. Please 
listen to your family. I 
think you know in your 
heart that you need to 
experience a little inde-
pendence. If you don’t 
take advantage of the op-
portunity you have been 
given, you will indeed 
be “Stuck in Smalltown, 
U.S.A.” Forever.

DEAR ABBY: My wife 
and I have been married 
for 10 years. She is a Real-
tor and I’m a maintenance 
worker. I work eight hours 
a day, five days a week 
and sometimes on week-
ends and overtime when 
needed.

My wife thinks that when 
I’m off on weekends I 
should be working around 
the house. I have tried tell-
ing her that those are my 
days off to do what I prefer 
or just relax. I do mainte-
nance work all week, and 
then she expects me to do 
it on weekends, too? I don’t 

mind it occasionally, but 
with her it’s every week-
end. I feel like getting a di-
vorce because of her never-
ending demands. 

I also play in a band 
with my friends on Sunday 
evenings. It’s only once 
a week, but she gives me 
flak about that, too. I’m at 
work 40 hours a week and 
with her every evening ex-
cept Sunday. I don’t fish, 
play golf, hang out at bars, 
chase women or have any 
other hobbies. How can I 
get her to understand? — 
WANTS TO RELAX

DEAR WANTS: Have 
you told your wife you 
feel like divorcing her be-
cause of her never-ending 
demands? It might be a 
way to get her attention. 

Tell her that you’re will-
ing to fix things around 
the house one or two 
days a month, but if her 
punch list requires more 
than that, she should hire 
someone. 

And as to your playing 
in the band — invite her 
to come and listen if she 
wants, but make it plain 
that you don’t intend to 
stop.

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:

Su
do

ku
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Amazon hikes Prime membership to $99 per year
NEW YORK (AP) — 

Amazon is betting that 
shoppers will pay $20 
more for its popular Prime 
two-day free shipping and 
video streaming service of 
movies and TV shows.

The mega online retailer 
said Thursday that it is 
raising the price of Prime 
to $99 a year as it seeks to 
offset rising costs of fuel 
and transportation. It’s the 
first price hike since Ama-
zon rolled out the service 
in 2005.

The move could please 
investors at a time when 
Amazon continues to face 
pressure to boost its bot-
tom line after years of 
furious growth. As more 
Americans shop online, 
Amazon has spent heavily 
to expand its business into 
new areas — from movie 
streaming to e-readers and 
groceries — often at the 

expense of its profit.
But the price increase 

also threatens to scare 
away online shoppers who 
tend to resist fee hikes. The 
company, which warned 
it would probably raise 
the price of Prime by $20 
to $40 in January, is bol-
stering the membership 
program by adding more 
items available for two-day 
shipping and rolling out a 
greater selection of stream-
ing TV shows and movies.

Still, online shoppers 
don’t always react favor-
ably to price hikes. For ex-
ample, when Netflix tried 
to raise its annual subscrip-
tion fee in 2011. But it did 
an about-face after wide-
spread customer backlash 
and a jarring stock plunge 
of 80 percent from its 
highs.

Social media was buzz-
ing on Thursday after 

Amazon announced the 
price hike. Many Prime us-
ers’ comments fell equally 
on either side of the fence 
between those who didn’t 
mind the increase and 
those who planned to stop 
using the program.

Nick Begley ordered 
from Amazon 53 times 
last year, everything from 
Curious George books for 
his toddler to a car phone 
charger. Begley, 33, says 
he shops at Amazon more 
since joining Prime in 
2012 and is hooked on the 
convenience.

“It’s my go-to retail site,” 
says the resident of Salis-
bury Mills, N.Y. “$79 was 
a great price, but $99 is 
not enough for me to give 
it up.”

Rick Valente, who lives 
in Boston, felt the com-
plete opposite way. After 
learning of the increase, he 

checked how much he ac-
tually uses Amazon: He re-
alized Prime wasn’t worth 
it for him.

“It was never worth it to 
begin with and it definitely 
isn’t worth it with the price 
increase,” Valente, 25, 
says.

Amazon stressed in an 
email to members Thurs-
day that it has not raised 
the price on Prime in nine 
years even though ship-
ping costs have increased, 
it’s added new services and 
the number of products 
available for two-day ship-
ping has grown to 20 mil-
lion from 1 million. The 
company doesn’t disclose 
how many Prime members 
it has, but said in Decem-
ber that it has “tens of mil-
lions” of members world-
wide.

Analysts say that if Prime 
users are turned off by the 

increase, it could have a 
significant impact on Am-
azon’s business. Since it 
was introduced, Prime has 
increased customers’ appe-
tite for speedy and reliable 
service, said Jordy Lei-
ser, CEO of StellaService, 
which tracks customer 
service. Although Amazon 
doesn’t release data, ana-
lysts say Prime members 
are more loyal and spend 
more money on the site 
than non-Prime subscrib-
ers.

“The intersection of con-
sistency and convenience 
for these customers has at-
tracted so many people,” 
Leiser says. “It shaped the 
expectations of everyone 
in the industry.”

Cowen & Co. analyst 
John Blackledge, who es-
timates there are about 23 
million U.S. prime mem-
bers, says he doesn’t ex-

pect the continued growth 
of Prime members to slow 
down despite the price in-
crease.

Investors, who along 
with analysts have been 
split on whether heavy in-
vestment at the expense of 
profit is the best strategy 
for Amazon, seemed to like 
the news. Amazon shares 
rose $5.74, or 1.6 percent, 
to $376.38. The stock is 
down 7 percent since the 
beginning of the year.

“Some investors will 
continue to voice concern 
about Amazon’s seem-
ingly endless appetite for 
investment,” said Citi In-
vestment Research analyst 
Mark May in a client note. 
“We, on the other hand, 
continue to believe these 
investments make sense of 
driving long-term growth 
and greater absolute profits 
... over time.”

Phyllis Schlafly family in beer trademark dispute
ST. LOUIS (AP) — To 

many older Americans, 
the Schlafly name is most 

c l o s e l y 
a s s o c i -
ated with 
P h y l l i s 
S c h l a f l y, 
the con-
se rva t ive 
commenta-
tor known 
for her 
campaign 
to defeat 
the Equal 

Rights Amendment in the 
1970s.

A younger generation 
knows Schlafly as the brand 
of an up-and-coming St. 
Louis brewery co-founded 
by Schlafly’s nephew.

Now the federal agency 
that oversees trademarks is 
being asked to wade into a 
dispute within the promi-
nent family and decide 
whether Schlafly is primar-
ily a last name or a com-
mercial brand that deserves 
legal protection.

With a growing national 
profile and new owners 
who might want to expand, 

the brewery started by Tom 
Schlafly more than two 
decades ago is seeking a 
trademark that would give 
it the exclusive right to 
use the Schlafly name to 
sell craft beer. But Phyl-
lis Schlafly has asked the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office to deny the request, 
lest any implied associa-
tion with beer sully her 60-
year political career.

“There are tens of mil-
lions of Americans who 
oppose alcohol,” said An-
drew Schlafly, a New Jer-
sey lawyer who represents 
his mother in the matter. 
“Certainly alcohol has a 
connotation that is the op-
posite of conservative val-
ues.”

Phyllis Schlafly, now 89, 
lives in a St. Louis suburb 
and continues to lead the 
Eagle Forum, the group 
she created to prevent rati-
fication of the proposed 
constitutional amendment 
on women’s rights. These 
days, the forum fights is-
sues such as same-sex mar-
riage and federal education 
standards.

Her official biography 
touts Schlafly as a “leader 
of the pro-family move-
ment” and “successful op-
ponent of the radical femi-
nist movement.” Her daily, 
syndicated radio commen-
taries are heard on more 
than 500 stations. She’s 
written 20 books and con-
tinues to produce a month-
ly newsletter and a syndi-
cated newspaper column.

Schlafly, who is not in-
volved in the beer compa-
ny, did not respond to sev-
eral telephone messages 
seeking comment. Andrew 
Schlafly said his mother, 
who like her beer-making 
nephew is a lawyer, was 
speaking at the Conserva-
tive Political Action Con-
ference last week and was 
not available for an inter-
view. She is a Schlafly by 
marriage, not birth: Her 
late husband was a brother 
of Tom Schlafly’s father.

Andrew Schlafly has 
filed his own papers oppos-
ing the trademark. So has 
brother Bruce, an ortho-
pedic surgeon in St. Louis. 
Each petition asserts that 

the word Schlafly when 
standing alone “has no us-
age or meaning other than 
as a surname.”

Phyllis Schlafly’s pe-
tition says supporters 
commonly assume she’s 
connected to the beer com-
pany. Dr. Bruce Schlafly 
says his patients make the 
same mistake.

Nearly 18 months after 
Phyllis Schlafly filed her 
complaint, settlement talks 
continue. The brewery filed 
its application in 2011, not 
long before Schlafly and 
his partner, Dan Kopman, 
sold a majority of the brew-
ery to Sage Capital LLC, a 
local private equity firm.

“I would like to get this 
settled and move on with 
selling beer,” said Tom 
Schlafly, who remains the 
company’s largest share-
holder and its board chair-
man.

Schlafly beer is brewed 
in downtown St. Louis and 
in suburban Maplewood by 
the St. Louis Brewery Inc. 
The company produced 
56,000 barrels of beer in 
2013, making it the 44th 

largest craft brewery in the 
country, according to in-
dustry tallies.

As the company explores 
entry into new markets, the 
new ownership group de-
cided to take steps to pro-
tect its brand.

“If we’re going to make a 
significant investment and 
build the brewery, we want 
to add this,” Tom Schlafly 
said in an interview at his 
downtown law office over-
looking the Gateway Arch. 
“The bigger you are, the 
more likely you are to have 
other people copy you.”

Opposition to the trade-
mark may not be limited to 
members of Schlafly fam-
ily. Anheuser-Busch has 
been given an extension 
through early April to file 
its own protest. Spokes-
woman Lisa Weser said the 
makers of Budweiser have 
yet to decide on the issue 
but are keeping their op-
tions open.

“As the largest St. Louis 
brewery with more than 
150 years of heritage in the 
city, we believe ‘The Saint 
Louis Brewery’ should not 

be trademarked by any one 
brewer,” she said in a writ-
ten statement.

Tom Schlafly declined 
to discuss the legal issues 
raised in the trademark 
dispute. He said the flap 
has not spilled over into a 
full-blown family feud and 
that he remains friendly 
with his aunt and cousins, 
whom he typically sees 
once or twice a year at 
holiday gatherings or wed-
dings.

He also pointed out that 
the Eagle Forum and the 
brewery both oppose pro-
posed changes to Mis-
souri’s liquor-franchise 
laws sought by distillers. 
That, he said, is evidence 
that the two sides can work 
together on some alcohol 
issues.

Nor does Schlafly want 
to insert his business into a 
political squabble.

“She has fans and crit-
ics,” he said. “I want to 
sell to both of them. The 
last thing I want to do is 
antagonize her followers 
because I hope they drink 
Schlafly beer, too.”

Phyllis
Schlafly

Cuddlers soothe babies too sick, 
tiny to go home

CHICAGO (AP) — A 
volunteer slips her arms 
into a gauzy yellow hospi-
tal gown and approaches 
a medical crib holding a 
tiny newborn hooked up to 
noisy machines.

“OK,” she says, with a 
smile. “Baby time.”

That means cuddle time 
in the neonatal intensive 
care unit at the University 
of Chicago’s Comer Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Here, as 
at several other hospitals 
around the country, strang-
ers offer a simple yet pow-
erful service for newborns 
too tiny or sick to go home.

When nurses are 
swamped with other pa-
tients and parents cannot 
make it to the hospital, 
grandmas, empty-nesters, 
college students and other 
volunteers step in. They 
hold the babies, swaddle 
them, sing and coo to them, 
rock them, and treat them 
as if they were their own.

A plaintive cry signals 
time to get to work.

“You can see them calm, 
you can see their heart rate 
drop, you can see their little 
brows relax,” said Kathleen 
Jones, 52, a cuddler at the 
Chicago hospital. “They’re 
fighting so hard and they’re 
undergoing all this medi-
cal drama and trauma. My 
heart breaks for them a 
little bit.”

Newborn intensive care 
units are noisy, stress-
ful environments. There 
are babies born extremely 
prematurely, or with birth 
defects and other illnesses. 
Some are too sick to be 
held — but not too sick to 
touch. Cuddlers reach a fin-
ger inside their incubators 

and stroke tiny bare bellies.
Scientific evidence on 

benefits of cuddling pro-
grams is scarce, but the 
benefits of human touch are 
well-known. In one study, 
gentle caressing or placing 
a hand on preterm infants 
reduced levels of stress hor-
mones. Other recent studies 
have suggested touch may 
benefit preemies’ heart 
rates and sleep and perhaps 
even shorten their hospital 
stays.

Studies also suggest that 
early negative experiences 
— including pain, stress 
and separation from other 
humans — may hamper 
brain development, while 
research in animals shows 
that positive interactions 
enhance brain growth, said 
Dr. Jerry Schwartz, medi-
cal director of medical neo-
natology at Torrance Me-
morial Medical Center near 
Los Angeles.

The benefit “at the most 
superficial level” is obvi-
ous, he said. “A baby is 
crying, mom’s not there, 
the nurse is busy with other 
sick babies, and it’s an un-
pleasant life experience to 
be crying and unattended 
to, and, voila! A cuddler 
comes over and the baby 
stops crying.”

Nancy Salcido has been 
a cuddler at Torrance for 
a year. Her two daughters 
are grown, and she consid-
ers her three-hour cuddling 
shifts good practice for any 
potential grandchildren.

“I just kind of hold them 
close to me ... and talk to 
them, sharing my day, or 
give them little pep talks,” 
Salcido said. “One of the 
nurses has nicknamed me 

the baby whisperer.”
Parents typically must 

consent for their babies 
to be part of cuddling 
programs, and cuddlers 
must undergo background 
checks and training before 
starting the job. At Chi-
cago’s Comer hospital, that 
includes lessons in how 
to swaddle babies tight to 
make them feel safe and 
how to maneuver around 
intravenous lines, as well 
as instruction in hygiene 
including frequent hand-
washing.

At the Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Roches-
ter, N.Y., one cuddler is a 
young man born there pre-
maturely long ago. He “just 
wants to come and give 
back,” said Chris Tryon, a 
child life specialist at the 
hospital, part of the Uni-
versity of Rochester Medi-
cal Center.

Comer’s cuddlers include 
74-year-old Frank Dertz, a 
retired carpenter who heard 
about the program from his 
daughter, a Comer nurse.

“It’s quite a blessing for 
me. I get more out of it than 
the babies, I think,” Dertz 
said.

Kathleen Jones says the 
same thing. A mother of 
three grown daughters and 
grandmother of two little 
girls, she joined Comer’s 
program in 2012, working 
a couple afternoons a week 
or sometimes at night.

“They say that I look so 
in love with them when I’m 
there, but I cannot NOT 
crack an ear-to-ear smile 
whenever I pick that little 
guy or girl up.”

Her love seems obvious 
as she rocks a stranger’s 

newborn, the baby girl’s 
tiny hand gripping Jones’ 
finger.

“Ooh, I want to take you 
home,” Jones coos. “You’re 
so brave ... you’re going to 
be feisty, aren’t you?”

Jones used to wonder 
why parents or other rela-
tives aren’t comforting 
their own babies. But then, 
in August, her youngest 
grandchild was born deaf, 
with brain damage doctors 
say was caused by a virus 
her mom contracted before 
birth. Evelyn Steadman 
spent her first three weeks 
at Comer, and got cuddling 
care while she was there.

While family members 
visited often, “life hap-
pens and you can’t sit by a 
bedside for three weeks,” 
Jones said.

Erica Steadman had had a 
C-section, and already had 
her hands full with a tod-
dler at home.

“She was being held and 
loved and watched over,” 
she said. “I felt a great 
sense of relief from that.”
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power to the Shiite major-
ity, abandoned serious 
attempts at power-sharing 
with the Sunnis, used bru-
tality to maintain power 
and wedged a chasm 
between the tribes in al-
Anbar and the government 
in Baghdad. It is in that 
chasm where al-Qaida has 
gained control, just like it 
did back in 2004.

Following its success 
in Syria, al-Qaida has not 
only returned but seems 
to be stronger than before 
the Awakening.

So, it will have to be 
fought, yet again. But, 
this time, it will not be the 
U.S. Marines who will be 
confronting al-Qaida but 
the Iraqi Army, a group 
that is already deeply 
distrusted as illegitimate 

in al-Anbar.
The (ongoing) war in 

Iraq is a result of prob-
lems that go deeper than 
Obama’s foreign policy 
shortcomings or Maliki’s 
idiocy. But it is made 
worse by trusting (and 
now supporting) Malaki’s 
ethno-sectarian concept of 
politics.

As it is, Obama and his 
foreign policy team left 
themselves no option but 
to continue to support 
Malaki, a leader who is 
not only despised by most 
Sunnis but has shown 
little capability, or even 
willingness, to foster a 
democratic system.

One thing is certain; 
al-Qaida must not be 
allowed to flourish. That 
is why the Obama admin-
istration has provided not 
only Apache attack heli-
copters but also Drones 
to Malaki’s government. 
But that is an indication of 

how few options Obama 
left for himself in this 
ongoing war, a war which 
he claims to have ended.

The problem, not only 
for the people of al-Anbar 
but also for you, me and 
all the service men and 
women (and their fami-
lies) who sacrificed so 
much already in Iraq, is 
that if Maliki escalates 
violence against the Sunni 
tribes of Anbar, who are 
already flirting with the 
prospect of an armed rev-
olution, it could ignite the 
ethnic war that the United 
States never wanted.

If that happens, Obama 
may have the opportunity 
to move up in my list of 
infamous presidential lies 
by stating that the crisis in 
Iraq was not his fault.

Bruno Baltodano, a resident of 
Pampa, is a faculty adjunct at 
Lewis-Clark State College in 
Lewiston, Idaho. He teaches 
college courses on Global Poli-
tics and Terrorism.

Prize
Continued From Page 4

This ad HAS been seen by over 7,000 people TODAY

ADVERTISE HERE
GET NOTICED

THE PAMPA NEWS   (806)-669-2525

Capital farm credit 
distributes largest ever 
cash patronage refund

Submitted

PAMPA — Capital Farm 
Credit stockholders will 
soon receive an all-time 
record $65 million cash 
patronage payment this 
spring. 

The customer-owned 
lending cooperative con-
tinued its track record of 
strong earnings in 2013, 
enabling it to maintain its 
long tradition of return-
ing profits to stockholders 
through its patronage pro-
gram. Since 2006, Capital 
Farm Credit has returned 
over $385 million to its 

stockholders — equating to 
an effective annual rate re-
duction of 1.10 percent on 
an average loan. 

“Capital Farm Credit is 
committed to the coopera-
tive principle of managing 
our capital, and our busi-
ness in general, for the 
benefit of our customers,” 
said Ben Novosad, chief 
executive officer. “Our 
ability to return patronage 
each year sets us apart from 
other financial institutions. 
We believe this is a benefit 
that strengthens customer 
relations and reinforces our 
mission to provide financ-

ing and related services 
to support Texas agricul-
ture — while affording our 
membership lower net bor-
rowing costs.”

Capital Farm Credit has 
provided financing to Texas 
farmers, ranchers and rural 
property owners for nearly 
a century. Headquartered in 
Bryan, it has nearly 70 of-
fices spanning most of Tex-
as. For more information 
about Capital Farm Credit 
and its patronage program, 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.CapitalFarmCredit.
com” CapitalFarmCredit.
com. 
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Missing jet creates legion of armchair sleuths
NEW YORK (AP) — 

There aren’t supposed to 
be any mysteries in the 
Digital Age.

The answers to most 
questions, it seems, can 
be found using Google or 
Twitter. So, maybe that’s 
why the world is capti-
vated by the disappearance 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 and why it has cre-
ated a legion of armchair 
sleuths, spouting theories 
in some cases so strange 
they belong in science-fic-
tion films.

Casual conversations in 
supermarket aisles, bar-
bershop chairs and office 
building cafeterias have 
centered on the mystery 
and how much we don’t 
know. With the search for 
the missing Boeing 777 
entering its seventh day, 
the passengers’ families 
are left without closure 
while the intrigue — and 
hypotheses — continue to 
grow for the rest of us.

“We’re fascinated by it. 
We don’t know what hap-
pened and we hope for a 
miracle,” says John DiS-
cala, who runs the travel 
advice site JohnnyJet.com. 

“People want an answer 
and the suspense is killing 
them.”

Normally, travelers turn 
to DiScala for the latest 
deals on flights. But this 
week, he says, a page on 
his website dedicated to 
the latest news about the 
flight has received most of 
the attention.

The pros are just as per-
plexed. On TV and in on-
line forums, aviation ex-
perts are more measured 
and analytical than the 
amateurs but in the end 
can’t say with any certain-
ty what happened.

With no distress call, no 
sign of wreckage and very 
few answers, the disap-
pearance of the Malaysia 
Airlines plane is turning 
into one of the biggest avi-
ation mysteries since Ame-
lia Earhart vanished over 
the Pacific Ocean in 1937.

“Anybody who travels is 
intrigued with this story. 
How can a plane disap-
pear? We’ve got satellites 
beaming down on ev-
erybody ...” says Andrea 
Richard, a French-Amer-
ican in Paris who travels 
widely, including to Asia.

Theories abound. Some 
are serious: there was a 
catastrophic failure in the 
airframe or engines or 
there might have been a 
pilot error. Other ideas are 
the kinds to be found in 
science fiction movies: a 
new Bermuda Triangle, an 
alien abduction or some-
thing out of the Twilight 
Zone.

Terrorism isn’t sus-
pected but hasn’t been 
ruled out either. But some 
people have come up with 
elaborate plots worthy of a 
James Bond villain where 
the plane is hijacked and 
lands on a remote island, 
undetected by radar.

Others have sat in their 
homes or offices scouring 
new commercial satellite 
images of the ocean, look-
ing for any debris from the 
plane.

False leads and conflict-
ing information have only 
added to the mystery, the 
speculation and the frus-
tration. It’s still unclear 
how far the plane may 
have flown after losing 
contact with civilian radar 
— and in which direction. 
On Thursday, planes were 

sent to search an area off 
the southern tip of Viet-
nam where Chinese sat-
ellite images released by 
the Chinese government 
reportedly showed float-
ing objects believed to be 
part of the plane. Nothing 
turned up.

Even if the plane is found 
soon, the speculation like-
ly won’t fade. It can take 
months, if not years, after 
a plane crash to learn de-
finitively what happened.

That’s an anomaly in an 
age of instant answers. If 
something isn’t known, 
we just Google it. If we 
are lost, we use the GPS 
on our smartphones to find 
our location. And if our 
flight is delayed, even five 
minutes, the airline sends 
us a text message.

In this situation — to 
everybody’s frustration — 
we still don’t have a con-
clusion.

Popular TV shows like 
“Lost,” or movies like 
“Alive” or “Castaway,” 
where people survive a 
plane crash only to have 
the rest of the world give 
up on them, just feed the 
curiosity. (Note: It was 

a Boeing 777 that disap-
peared over the Pacific in 
“Lost.”)

“This feeds into every-
one’s fear of flying. It’s 
one thing for people to 
have a fear of dying in a 
plane crash. It’s another 
one to die in a plane crash 
and never be found,” says 
Phil Derner, founder of the 
aviation enthusiast website 
NYC Aviation.

Those within the avia-
tion industry are enthralled 
with the mystery too, but 
from a much more me-
thodical, scientific view-
point.

“There’s a lot of head 
scratching going on,” says 
Daniel O. Rose, a partner 
with the aviation accident 
law firm Kreindler & Kre-
indler LLP, which is repre-
senting the survivors and 
victims’ families of July’s 
Asiana Airlines crash in 
San Francisco. “It be-
comes like a murder mys-
tery almost, these clues 
that you’re getting and try-
ing to piece it together in 
a way that makes technical 
and logical sense.”

Airlines and their em-
ployees don’t like to talk 

about crashes. It’s not in 
their nature. Instead, they 
defer to the crash inves-
tigators. Part of it is that 
they have nothing to gain 
by speaking and part of it 
is superstition.

Jason Rabinowitz, a self-
proclaimed aviation geek 
whose hobby includes 
snapping photographs of 
airplanes taking off and 
landing, said those within 
the industry are bringing 
up previous incidents and 
previous searches “rather 
than clinging to straws.”

Normally, aviation ex-
perts have their theories 
and stick to their guns. 
This time, he said, people 
are throwing out theories 
left and right only to have 
other experts shoot them 
down.

“The aviation commu-
nity is more puzzled than 
the general population be-
cause we know more of 
what would cause an acci-
dent and we still have no 
clue,” Rabinowitz says. “I 
keep going to sleep every 
night and hoping that I 
wake up with some shred 
of good news but it isn’t 
happening.”

Cameron Mackintosh credo: ‘It will be done right’
NEW YORK (AP) — 

By all rights, Cameron 
Mackintosh should be on a 
beach right now.

The British producer 
behind such megahits as 
“Cats,” ‘’The Phantom 
of the Opera” and “Miss 
Saigon” has every right to 
be enjoying warm breezes 
and sipping something 
with a little umbrella in it.

Instead, he’s in chilly 
New York, his sleeves 
rolled up, tinkering with 
a new version of “Les 
Miserables” that opens 
on Broadway this month. 
And when he returns to 
London, there’s a May 
revival of “Miss Saigon” 
that needs his attention.

Mackintosh, one of the 
richest men in the world, 
keeps finding himself in 
the strange position of 
returning to former tri-
umphs, stripping them 
down and then building 
them up again. Lesser men 
would stay on the beach.

“It’s very easy for me. 
I love it,” he says in an 
interview at his Times 
Square office. “I consider 
myself uniquely lucky to 

have the opportunity to 
reinvent these great shows 
in my own lifetime. Nor-
mally it’s someone else. 
Normally I’m dead and 
someone else does it.”

Mackintosh is a cheerful 
man with energy to spare. 
His snug corner office is 
bursting with awards, but 
the winner of them seems 
nonplussed. “All they are 
tributes to a long age,” he 
says, laughing.

He has made himself the 
world’s most successful 
musical impresario with 
a not-so-simple formula: 
Take a great existing work 
by, say, Charles Dickens, 
Victor Hugo, Giacomo 
Puccini, P.L. Travers or 
Gaston Leroux. Add a 
soaring score. And give it 
an element of spectacle — 
a helicopter lands in “Miss 
Saigon” and barricades 
fall in “Les Miserables.”

“Even if I don’t have a 
big success, people com-
ing to my shows go, ‘It 
will be done right,’” he 
says. “You can’t say it 
will be a success, but I 
will have made sure that it 
couldn’t be better.”

Since he became assis-
tant stage manager — and 
understudied Phil Collins 
— in a touring company of 
“Oliver!” in 1965, Mack-
intosh has realized a child-
hood dream of being part 
of the theater.

He’s had failures — 
including a disastrous 
“Moby Dick” and a mid-
dling “Martin Guerre” 
— but hits steadily came, 
from a Stephen Sondheim 
revue to “Little Shop of 
Horrors” to “Mary Pop-
pins.”

“I’ve had a charmed 
career so far. I didn’t get 
lucky or successful too 
early in my life,” he says. 
He was in debt for his first 
15 years as a producer and 
had “to make every pen-
ny look like a fiver.” The 
show “Cats” — produced 
when he was in his mid-
30s — erased the debt, but 
not its memory. “I know 
the value of money,” he 
says.

He didn’t expect to be 
producing at age 67, and 
so he slowly built a port-
folio of seven West End 
theaters in London as a 

retirement plan of sorts. 
That way, he’d be able to 
keep his foot in the door. 
“I thought I’d have an ex-
cuse to go to the theater, 
an excuse to chat with 
people about this show or 
that show,” he says.

Over the years, he’s seen 
the audience for Broadway 
and the West End change, 
thanks in part to the lega-
cy he and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber have built. “Kids 
are brought up now to 
embrace musicals, which 
they weren’t in my day,” 
he says. “Now, they really 
enjoy it. And not only en-
joy it, they see it as a great 
career. Live entertainment 
generally is a synonym for 
a career.”

Producer Thomas 
Schumacher, president of 
Disney Theatrical Group 
who worked with Mack-
intosh on “Mary Pop-
pins,” recalls the first time 
then-Disney CEO Michael 
Eisner met Mackintosh. 
It was to work on “Mary 
Poppins,” and on his way 
home, Eisner turned to 
Schumacher and said, “His 
success is no accident.”

“It’s true. If your success 
is an accident, then you 
don’t know how it hap-
pened and therefore you 
should just go lie down 
on a beach and be happy 
you were so lucky,” says 
Schumacher.

“But if your success is 
not an accident, it’s be-
cause you are an activa-
tor to the process. You are 
an element of the process, 
you are valuable to the 
process, and you should 
keep working on it.”

Mackintosh certainly is 
doing that. These days, 
if he’s not reimagining a 
previous hit, he’s making 
sure the existing one is 
taken care of. That means 
checking on the new U.S. 
tour of “The Phantom of 
the Opera” or “Barnum” 
on its U.K. tour or “Les 
Miserables” in Spain.

“I think one of the big-
gest things I’ve done for 
the theater is ensure a 
show that’s in its 10th or 
20th year is as humanly 
possible fresh as it was 
when it was written about 
on its opening night.”

Mackintosh can usu-

ally be found at a theater, 
checking scenery or noo-
dling with the orchestra-
tion. “There’s about 30 or 
40 productions in my head 
at any one time,” he says. 
A self-described “techno-
phobe,” he prefers to send 
texts rather than use email 
and relies on a time-tested 
creative team.

He’d love to bring back 
“My Fair Lady” (“One 
day,” he says.) He’d also 
love to revisit “Oliver!” 
but the role of Fagin is no-
toriously hard to cast and 
it needs some 30 actors. 
“If it’s meant to be, it’s 
meant to be,” he says.

A movie version of 
“Miss Saigon” — on the 
heels of his successful 
translation of “Les Mis-
erables” to the big screen 
— is likely, too. The list is 
long but the excitement in 
Mackintosh’s voice is evi-
dent.

“I’m extremely lucky 
but I obviously have got a 
bit of a gift for it as well. 
It’s what I was meant to 
do. It’s what I dreamt of 
doing and it’s what I was 
obviously meant to be.”

Gaza militants offer rocket cease-fire with Israel
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 

(AP) — The Palestinian 
militant group Islamic Ji-
had said Thursday it had 
agreed to halt a wave of 
rocket fire on Israel, signal-
ing an end to the heaviest 
fighting between the sides 
since 2012. But Israeli of-
ficials refused to confirm 
any deal was in place.

In two days of violence, 
militants fired more than 
60 rockets into Israel, 
while Israel has carried 
out a series of airstrikes in 
Gaza. No serious casual-
ties have been reported.

Islamic Jihad leader 
Khaled al-Batch an-
nounced Thursday that 
his group had accepted an 
Egyptian-brokered plan to 
stop its attacks, if Israel 
agreed to a truce as well.

“After the Egyptian 
brothers initiated contacts 
with us in the past few 
hours, we agreed to restore 

the calm,” said Khaled al-
Batch, the group’s leader 
in Gaza. “As long as the 
occupation (Israel) honors 
the calm, we will honor 
the calm and instructions 
are being given right now 
to al-Quds brigades, our 
military wing, about this 
understanding.”

A senior security official 
in Egypt, which has bro-
kered similar truces in the 
past, said Egyptian intel-
ligence officials had been 
in touch with the sides 
and brokered an agree-
ment. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not autho-
rized to speak to journal-
ists.

Israeli officials declined 
to comment.

Earlier Thursday, the Ira-
nian-backed Islamic Jihad 
resumed rocket fire toward 
Israel, striking the out-
skirts of two major cities. 

A day earlier, it fired doz-
ens of rockets in the largest 
barrage on Israel since an 
eight-day Israeli offensive 
in late 2012.

The Israeli military said 
it retaliated with renewed 
airstrikes on “seven terror 
sites” in southern Gaza. In 
all, it said some 65 rockets 
had been fired into Israel 
over the past two days.

“Since yesterday, there 
has seen a substantial de-
terioration in the safety of 
the residents in southern 
Israel. We have responded 
and will continue to do 
so in order to eliminate 
threats as they develop,” 
said Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, 
a military spokesman.

The early morning rock-
et attacks from Gaza set 
off air-raid sirens in the 
southern cities of Ashdod 
and Ashkelon. The rock-
ets landed in open areas, 
but flew deeper into Israel 

than Wednesday’s attacks, 
which struck southern Is-
raeli border towns.

Islamic Jihad said it re-
sumed their rocket fire in 
response to what they say 
are Israeli violations of a 
cease-fire, including an 
airstrike that killed three 
Islamic Jihad militants ear-
lier this week.

Until this week, both 
sides largely observed a 
cease-fire that ended the 
Israeli offensive against 
rocket launchers in No-
vember 2012.

At a meeting Thursday 
with the visiting Brit-
ish Prime Minister David 
Cameron, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu vowed to step up the 
pressure on the militants. 
He was to meet with his 
Security Cabinet to discuss 
a further response, though 
expectations were that ten-
sions would ease.

“Our policy in the south 
is clear. We harm those who 
try to harm us and respond 
fiercely to any attack,” 
Netanyahu said. “The ter-
rorist groups in Gaza need 
to understand that they are 
dealing with a very deter-
mined government and a 
very strong army.”

Cameron has condemned 
the rocket fire.

Gaza’s ruling Hamas 
movement has not been 
involved in the latest fight-
ing. But Israeli leaders 
say they hold the Islamic 
militant group responsible 
because it rules the coastal 
Palestinian territory.

Daoud Shihab, a spokes-
man for Islamic Jihad, said 
implied that Hamas had 
given at least tacit approv-
al for the group’s activi-
ties, saying “the response 
of yesterday was blessed 
by all the factions.”

Sami Abu Zuhri, a 

Hamas spokesman, said Is-
rael “bears full responsibil-
ity” for the escalation.

Hamas has controlled 
Gaza since overrunning 
the forces of Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
in 2007. Abbas now gov-
erns in the West Bank, lo-
cated on the opposite side 
of Israel.

At a meeting Cameron 
in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, Abbas called 
for an end to the violence. 
“We condemn the aggres-
sion and all forms of mili-
tary escalation, including 
the rockets,” he said.

Gaza militants have fired 
thousands of rockets and 
mortar rounds at Israel 
over the past decade. At-
tacks have significantly 
declined since the 2012 
offensive, though Israeli 
aircraft periodically strike 
militants who launch rock-
ets.
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