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Libraiy urges Pampans to use web-based resources
■ Online services available through 
Harrington Library Consortium

M o l u e  B r y a n t

mbfyant@thepampanews.com

A library card and pin number through 
Lovett Memorial Library is the key to a 
wealth o f resources, many of which can

be used from home.
The Lovett Memorial Library is remind

ing Pampa residents that the Harrington 
Library Consortium (HLC), of which 
Lovett is a member, provides access to 
many web-based databases in libraries

across the Panhandle, including Pampa's.
Several of these services offered 

through HLC provide educational oppor
tunities for people of all ages. Atomic 
Learning offers computer lessons for 
Access, Excel, iPad, iTunes, Miscrosoft 
Word, Twitter, Photoshop and other pro
grams, all of which can be done from 
home.
• People interested in studying up for 
their GED could check out Learning 
Express, which provides practice tests

FIVE STAR SERVICE

staff photo by Andrew Qlover

Senior Delaney Clendening serves against Plainvtew Saturday. Clendening won her doubles and singles matches. 
Pampa won both matches 16-3. Full Story in SPORTS, page 7.

for the GED. ASVAB, CDL tests. U.S. 
Citizenship and others. It also provides 
resources for all education levels.

Tumble Books features stories for 
beginning readers, as well as games and 
quizzes. Another resource for students. 
On-line Homework, provides homework 
assistance through chat for students from 
first grade to early college.

Another option to library cardholders 
is World Book, which offers access to 
LIBRARY  cont. on page 10

Deadline for 
CRP grazing 
tomorrow

/kRNIE AuRELLANO
editof@thepampanews.com

The 2012 C onservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) em ergency grazing 
deadline is tom orrow , and M atthew 
Street, d irector o f  the Gray County 
USDA Farm Service A gency, is 
rem inding farmers to comply.

“Producers who took advantage o f 
the em ergency grazing provisions 
m ust remove ail livestock from CRP 
acres by the Feb. 28 deadline," 
Street said. “Producers must also 
provide ending acreage and pro
ducer usage report certifications to 
the Gray County office as soon as 
possible.”

Street said that any consequences 
for producers grazing past dead
line would be up to an elected 
three-m em ber panel o f  local farmers 
under the authority o f  the USDA.

“There w ould be a grazing pen
alty ,” said Street. “ It’s really a dis
cretionary penalty  issued by the 
(USDA ) county com m ittee. They 
w ould decide w hat the penalty 
would be for anyone who violates 
the deadline.

“We’ve never had a problem with (any
one grazing past deadline),” he added. 
“Gray County farmers have always been 
very aware and considerate of it.”
C A P  cont. on page 10

Economist: 2011 a strong spending year for Panhandle
A s s o c ia t e d  P r e s s

An area economist is pleased with how the general 
financial picture turned out for the region in 2011 and 
SDggests gradual improvement will continue.

¡With the release of the February 2012 sales tax 
data which reflects purchases made in December 
2011, the general spending pictine in the Panhandle 
region for last year is complete, and with encouraging 
rclults, according to Happy State Bank Economist Karr 
Ingham.
•“Spending by households and businesses is a critical 

lofal and regional economic indicator, second only to 
employment in assessing cyclical growth and decline,” 
said Ingham. “General spending according to sales tax 
receipts suggests taxable spending recovered to a sig
nificant degree in 2011, adding to the gains o f  2010, 
and regaining virtually all that was lost during the 
sharp recession o f 2009.”

Actual (not adjusted for inflation) taxable ^lending 
in the A n ^ llo -C an y o n  metro area in 2011 was $3.23

billion, up 7.8 percent compared to the 2010 actual 
total. In turn, actual taxable spending in 2010 was up 
3.3 percent compared to the 2009 annual total. In addi
tion, the $3.23 billion total for 2011 moved beyond the 
pre-recession spending peak in 2008.

For the 32-county Happy trade region, including the 
Amarillo-Canyon metro area, actual spending in 2011 
o f $5.17 billion was up by 9.0 percent compared to the 
actual 2010 total, which in turn was up by 4.1 percent 
compared to the 2009 annual total. When adjusted for 
inflation, real spending across the region as a whole in 
2011 was up by 8.0 percent compared to 2010, which 
in turn was up by 2.2 percent compared to 2009.

Spending in both the Amarillo/Canyon metro area 
as well as the Happy trade region as a whole in 2011, 
adjusted for inflation (the correct measure o f growth), 
remains down compared to the peak pre-recession real 
spending level in 2008. However, the margin o f decline 
is now down to about 1 percent and the gap continues 
to narrow. When real spending siupasses all prior peri
ods, that will mark the end o f the “recovery phase” and
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the move into a new round o f growth.
“Spending activity by households and businesses in 

the Amarillo-Canyon metro area and across the entire 
region enjoyed a significant advancement in 2011, 
reflecting general economic growth and a clear con
tinuation of the recovery that began in 2010,” Ingham 
said. “The fact that real spending has yet to return to 
its pre-recession level o f 2008 simply suggests that the 
recession was deep, and the recovery has been a bit 
drawn out.”

General spending and other measures o f metro and 
regional economic activity should continue to improve 
in 2012 and move into the “new growth” phase fairly 
early in the year, according to Ingham.

“The national economy appears to have strengthened 
moving into 2012, and the extraordinary drought across 
the region does not appear to have reversed the pattern 
of general economic growth and recovery,” he said. 
“That could change should the drought conditions ol 
2011 be repeated in 2012, but the current trends point 
SPENDINQ  cont. on page 10
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PAMPA FOftECAST
Today Tuesday W ednesday

H qTi 47
Low 43

HG^ 50 H q̂  57
Low 31 Low 31

Today: A 30 percent chance of showers, main- 
>v ly after noon. Mostly doudy, wtth a high near 

47. Wind chW values between 19 and 29 early. 
East southeast wirKl around 15 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Showers likely and possibly a thun
derstorm. Cloudy, with a low arouixl 43. South 
southeast wind around 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph. Clumce of precipitation is 60%.

Tuesday: A 20 percent charx^e of showers and 
thunderstorms before noon. Mostly cloudy, then 
gradually becoming sunny, with a high near 59. 
Very windy, with a south southeast wind 15 to 
20 mph becoming southwest between 30 and 
35 mph. Winds could gust as high as 50 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 
31. Windy, with a west wlrxl 25 to 30 mph de
creasing to between 15 and 20 mph. Winds 
could gust as high as 40 mph.

W ednesday: Sunny, with a high near 57. 
Northwest wind 5 to 15 mph becoming south.

OThis information brought to you by...
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COìAMUHWlcalendarà
-nMeday, Feb. 2S
«Pampe City Commission meets, 4 
p.m. at City Hall.
WedMaday, Feb. 29 
•Pampa RcSary Chib meets, noon at 
the M.K Brown Room o f the Cham
ber office.
Thnrsday, M arch 1 
•The Chamber o f Commerce Annu
al Citizen and Business o f the Year 
Banquet in the Heritage Room at the 
M.K. Brown Civic Auditorium, 7 
p.m.
•Pampa Lions Club meets, noon at 
the First United Methodist Church. 
Friday, M arch 2
•Pampa Kiwanis Club meets, noon 
in the basement o f the First Method
ist Church.
•Jam Session at the Woody Guthie 
Center, 6:30 p.m., 320 S. Cuyier. 
Musicians are invited to bring their 
instruments and take part. 
Wednesday, M arch 7

•Pampa Rotary Chib meeta, noon at 
the M.K Brown Room o f the Cham
ber office.
Tharaday, M arch S 
•Pampa Lions Chd> meets, noon at 
the First United Methodist ClnirdL 
Friday, M arch 9
•Pampa Kiwanis Chib meets, noon 
in the basement o f  the Fast Method
ist Church.
Saaday, M arch 11
•Arto Guthrie will ^ipear at the M.K.
Brown Civic Center.
Wednesday, M arch 14 
•Pampa Rotary Club meets, noon at 
the M.K Brown Room o f the Cham
ber office.
Tharsday, M arch IS 
•Pampa Lions Club meets, noon at 
the First United Methodist Church. 
Friday, M arch 16 
•Pampa Kiwanis Club meets, noon 
in the basement o f the First Method
ist Churcl),

•Jam Seask» at the Woody Outhie 
Center, 6:30 p jn ., 320 S. Cttyler. 
M u sid n a  are i n v ^  to bring their 
instnimetds and take part 
Thaaday, M arch 2 t  
•Chambm Lunebeon, 11:43 aan. - I 
p jn . at the Chamber office. 
Wednesday, M arch 21 
•Pampa R o ^  Chib meets, noon at 
the M.K Brown Room o f the Charii- 
ber oflSce.
Tharaday, M arch 22
•Pampa Lions Club meets, noon at
the First United Methodist Chivdi.

MyouinoPipfom or community oiyimUuUor
him an upcoming maathig or avant, autm t 
H to lh a  Pampa Naan CommunKy i__ _______CMSi>-
dmr at laaai ona araak m advanoa by a- 
mating to rprtMamtnpampanaan.com 
Submiaalona thouU Includa only tha dma. 
tma, location and contact numbar lor the 
aaant. Tha Pampa Naan raaarvaa tha riglu 
to adt or ralact any aubrnMon. Hama art 
baconaldafadforthacalandaraolatyatthf 
dtacraUonollhanaanpapar.

Public Meeting Agendosi
City Commission Meeting 
4 p.m. Tiiesday, Feb. 28
All agenda items arc subject to action. The City Com

mission reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Ses
sion on any agenda item should the need arise and if 
applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 
551, of the Texas Govermnent Code.

CALL TO ORDER 
INVOCATION 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Citizens who have signed a card to speak to the City 

Commission will be heard at this time. In compliance 
with the Texas Open Meetings Act, unless the subject 
matter of the presentation is on the agenda, the City 
Staff and City Commission Members are prevented from 
discussing the subject and may respond only with state
ments of factual information or existing city policy. Citi
zens are limited to three (3) minutes for their presenta
tion to the City Commission.

PROCLAMATION:
City of Pampa Centennial Anniversary - Mayor Brad 

Pingel
PRESENTATION:
Animal Shelter - GU2 Architects 
DISCUSSION:
Aquatic Center Fees
AUTHORIZATIONS BY CITY COMMISSION:
1. CONSENT AGENDA - All Consent Agenda items 

listed are considered to be routine in nature by the City 
Commission and will be enacted by one motion. There 

will be no separate discussion on these items unless a 
Commissioner so request, in which event that item will 

be removed from the C"onsent Agenda and considered in 
normal

sequence on the agenda. Information concerning Con
sent Agenda items is available for public review.

a Consider approving the minutes o f the February 14, 
2012 Regular City Commission meeting as presented.

b. Consider awarding a bid in the amount o f $600.(X) 
from Bruce G. & Brenda Madden for delinquent tax

property located at Lots 19 - 10, Block 26, Wilcox Ad
dition, commonly known as 840 & 842 E. Denver and 

Lots.
c. Consider awarding a bid in the amount of $500.00

from Bruce G. & Brenda Madden for delinquent tax
property located at Lots 2 9 -3 1 , Block 20, Wilcox Ad

dition, coiniiionly known as 939 E. Denver.
d. Consider awarding a bid in the amount o f $500.00 

from Bruce G. & Brenda Madden for
delinquent tax property located at Lots 29 - 32, Block 

25, Wilcox Addition, commonly known as
727 & 735 E. Scott.
e. Consider awarding a bid in the amount o f $401.00 

from Josh Shelton for delinquent tax property
located at Tract F, Block 1, Crawford Addition, com

monly known as a Lot on Wynne.
2. Consider approving the lease-purchase o f 40 EZ- 

GO-RXV 2012 golf cars to replace the existing fleet of 
2008 golf cars, authorizing the City Manager and As
sistant City Manager to execute Lease-Purchase Agrw- 
ment with PNC Equipment Finance, LLC, and approving 
Resolution and Certificate o f Incumbency and execution 
thereof by the City Manager and Assistant City Manager.

3. Consider adopting on its first and only reading as an 
emergency measure. Ordinance No. 1563, an Ordinance 
o f the

City o f Pampa, Texas adopting an amended Drought 
Contingency Plan.

4. ConsidCT approving on first reading. Ordinance No. 
1564, an Ordiniutce ordering and providing notice o f a 
General and Special Election to be held on May 12,2012 
for the City o f Pampa, Texas.

5. Consider all matters incident and related to wder- 
ing and holding a Bond Election for the City o f Pampa, 
Texas,

including the adoption of Resolution No. R 12-003 per
taining thereto.

6. Consider adopting Resolution No. R12-004, a Res
olution revising the general admission fees and season 
pass fees for the Pampa H20 Aquatic Center.

7. Consider approving the List o f Disbursements dated 
January 31,2012.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION: The City Commission will 
convene into closed session in accordwee with Texas

Government Code Subchapter D, Section 551.074 - 
Personnel Matters: City Manager’s Evaluation

RECONVENE into open session with or without ac
tion.

ADJOURNMENT

Obituaries
Mary Dial McCrary, %

Mary Dial McCrary, 96, 
died Friday, February 24,
2012 in Pampa.

Graveside services will 
be at 2:00 PM Wednesday,
February 29, 2012, at Fair- 
view Cemetery with Keith 
Feerer, minister o f Mary 
Ellen & Harvester Church 
of Christ, officiating. Ar
rangements are under the 
direction of Carmichael- 
Whatley Funeral Directors. McCrary 

Mrs. McCrary was bom
Sept. 19, 1915 in Miami where she was a graduate of

'1

Miami High School. She married Loyd R. McCrary on 
Feb. 14, 1940 in Sayre, Oklahoma. He preceded her in 
death in 1945. Mary was a member o f Mary Ellen and 
Harvester Church o f Christ.

She is survived by a brother: Robert L. Dial o f Borg- 
cr; two nieces: Cafliy Dial o f Borger and Gena Petty of 
Greenville; four nephews: Leslie H. Dial o f Charleston, 
S.C., Robert L. Dial, II o f Rush Springs, Okla., Dallas D. 
Dial o f Ferns, and J. J. Dial o f (Canadian; four cousins: 
Dona Comutt and Kayla Pursley, both of Pampa, Adney 
Parker o f Amarillo, arid Mary of Okla.

Mary was preceded in death by three brothers: Dallas 
G. Dial, William S. Dial, and Gus Jerry Dial.

In lieu o f flowers, memorials may be made to Mary 
Ellen and Harvester Church o f Christ, 1342 Mary Ellen, 
Pampa, TX 79065.

Sign the online register book at www.carmichael- 
whatley.com

Í
i, C hurch Leaders;

'ê A  ct now to be a part of our
.'Community of Faith' section In 

our annual Pride Issue.

lere Is no charge for submitting 
torles and photos to this special

’ Î L
non.

Your church should have received a 
1er by now.

J f you have not, or If you have 
stlons, please call Randy 

ibble at 669-2525.
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Texan among dead in crash
AMARILLO (AP) - A Texan was a m o ^  the seven 

Marines who died this w edt when two milhaiy helicop- 
' ters collided.

The Amarillo Globe-News reported that C ap t Nathan 
W. Anderson graduated fixxn Amarillo High School in 

". 1998 and was a starting linebadrer on the 1997 team that 
-‘.made the state quarterfinals.

Anderson and six odier Marines died Wednesday when 
two military helicopters collided during a ni^ittim e 
training exercise at the Yuma Training Range Complex 
near the Arizona-Califomia border. It was one o f the 

~ Corps’ deadliest aviation training accidents in years.

- Oil boom in Permian Basin
• DALLAS (AP) —  The Permian Basin o f West Texas is 
witnessing an oil boom, leading some o f the regiem’s top

- 'oilmen predict that Texas oil production to double within 
;the next five to seven years.

Oilmen such as Scott Sheffield and Jim Henry^ have 
found that the dense, oil rock o f the basin yields Well to 
hydraulic fracturing, releasing lush yields. Total oil pro
duction last year in Texas averaged more than I million 
barrels a day for the first time since 2001.

Now, Henry tells The Dallas Morning News that 
they're shooting for 2 million barrels a day in the basin 
surrounding Midland-Odessa alone.

The cloud on the horizon is the persistent West Texas 
drought. Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking," requires 
massive amounts o f water to pump into the ground under 
high pressure.

Oklahoma earthquake reported
WELLSTON, Okla. (AP) - A small earthquake has 

been reported northeast of Oklahoma City.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey, a 2.6-mag- 

nitude quake was recorded about 3:15 a.m. Sunday five 
miles south-southwest o f Wellston in Lincoln County. 
The sheriff’s office received no reports of injuries or 
damage with the tremor.

Geologists say earthquakes with magnitudes o f 2.5 to 
3.0 are generally the smallest that are felt by humans

Romney not conservative?
MARQUETTE, Mich. (AP) - The question o f whether 

Mitt Romney is conservative enough to deserve the GOP 
presidential nomination is again ta l^ g  center stage in the 
Republican contest.

Rick Santorum told Michigan voters Sunday that the 
former Massachusetts governor fails the test.

Santorum said Romney’s record is virtually identical 
to President Barack O b ^ a 's  on key issues, including 

’ mandated health coverage. He said the GOP needs a sharp 
contrast to Obama in November.

Romney said he is a solid conservative. He said he 
reduced taxes, enforced immigration laws, defended tra
ditional marriage and opposed abortion in his four years 
as governor.

The Michigan and Arizona primaries are Tuesday.

Dallas chef killed in showdown
DALLAS (AP) - A man shot and killed by Dallas sp>e- 

cial tactics officers was an award-witming chef.
Travis Henderson had helped the kitchen at The Place 

at Perry’s in Dallas to national prominence, wirming it 
the 2004 North American Restaurant Association Award 
of Excellence.

Dallas police Lt. Scott Walton says the 52-year-old 
chef was shot dead in a far north Dallas church parking 
lot after he pointed a handgun at officers. He didn’t fire.

Police had searched for Henderson for about an hour 
after his wife reported that he had left their home in 
nearby Carrollton armed with a handgun. She expressed 
concern over his state o f mind.

Carrollton police spokesman Jon Stovall told The 
Dallas Morning News that Henderson had a history of 

-■ unstable behavior.

. Weekly rig count down to 1,981
HOUSTON (AP) - The number of rigs actively explor

ing for oil and natural gas in the U.S. is down 13 this week 
to 1,981.

The Houston-based oilfield services company Baker 
Hughes Inc. reported Friday that 1,265 rigs were exploring 
for oil and 710 for natural gas. Six were listed as miscella
neous. A year ago this week Baker Hughes reported 1,699 
active rigs.

' O f the major oil- and gas-producing states, Texas gained 
six. North E>akota picked up two and Louisiana added one.

Oklahoma dropped by 10 rigs, and Wyoming fell by 
four. Pennsylvania lost three, while New Mexico dropped 
by two. Alaska was down one.

Conservative consultant dead
AUSTIN (AP) —  Political consultant Reggie Bashur, 

a former journalist who advised the first two modem 
Republican governors of Texas, has died after a three- 
month battle with brain cancer. He was 59.

Bashur was a newspaperman with Dix Newq>iq>ers 
of Ohio before becoming press secretary for the Ohio 

. Republican Senate Caucus. He later w o rk ^  as press sec- 
'retiuy and policy director for then-Sen. Gordon Humphrey, 

^R-N.H., before Bill Clements ruuned him press secretary 
for his 1985 bid to reclaim the Texas governor’s office.
' After serving as press secretary in Clements’ second 

'  administration, Bashur served as Texas communications 
■' flirector for then-V^ce President George H.W. Bush, a con

sultant to George W. Bush’s 1994 gubernatorial campaign 
and a deputy executive assistant to his administration.
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What’s best for mom in a mom-and-pop business?
Tom Manqmau

Craalor'a Syndcate

Q: My wife atKl I are in our 30s. 
We’re partners in a busirtess that 
nets us about $80,0(X) per year. 
What’s the best way to report our 
income on our tax retunu to maxi
mize our Social Security benefits?

A: Even though you’re asking 
about your future Social Security 
benefits, I don’t  like giving tax 
advice because I’m definitely not a 
tax expert. So your question really 
should be dirwted to a tax advi
sor or to someone at the Internal 
Revenue Service. But before you 
do that, I can give you some food 
for ftiought t ^ t  comes fix>m a 
potential Social-Security-benefit 
perspective.

I’ll offer you a couple o f exam
ples that show how your Social 
Security benefits might play out, 
depending on how you report your 
business income to the IRS. Please 
bear in mind that the numbers I 
give in the examples (especially 
die benefit projections) are really 
generalizations. But at least they’ll 
give you an idea o f what I’m talk
ing about.

PLAN A; You split the business 
income equally between you and 
your wife.

If  you do indeed have a partner
ship and you and your wife are par
ticipating equally in the business, 
I believe this is the proper way to 
handle your taxes. In odier words, 
both you and your wife would 
claim half (or $40,000 each) of 
your $80,000 net profit. The Social 
Security part of a self-employment 
tax return is called the Schedule 
SE. Each o f you would file a 
Schedule SE reporting $40,000 
to your respective Social Security 
accounts.

That means that when you hit 
retirement age, both you and your 
wife should have roughly equal 
Social Security retirement bene
fits. (Of course, your actual ben
efit amounts could be impacted by 
other variables, such as your dates 
of birth and any other income each 
o f you might have before or after 
your business venture.) But for the 
purposes of my example. I'm  just

Social
Security
and you

going to assume you’re about the 
same age and your non-business 
incomes are about equal. So let’s 
just say, using today’s dollars, that 
you end up with $1,500 per mondi 
each in a Social Security retire
ment benefit. Your total Social 
Security income would be $3,000 
per month.

PLAN B: You report all the busi
ness income on the Schedule SE 
under your name and your Social 
Security number.

Whedier or |p t  you can actu
ally do this is a question for a tax 
expert. But I can tell you that in my 
long career with the Social Security 
Administration, I saw thousands o f 
tax returns (submitted as part o f a 
Social Security retirement claim) 
in which this was done.

When you reach retirement, 
you’d end up with a much higher 
retirement benefit (let’s say $2,400 
per month). And because your wife 
has no Social Security on her own 
record, she would be due up to 
one-half o f your benefit —  or 
$1,200 per month in dependent 
wife’s benefits. Your total Social 
Security income would be $3,600 
per month.

So at first glance, you would 
say that’s a no-brainer; filing your 
taxes as Plan B is the better choice 
— from a Social-Security-only 
perspective.

But from your wife’s perspec
tive, the Plan B scenario could 
turn out to be a big mistake. Over 
my 40-plus-year career dealing 
with Social Security issues. I’ve 
heard from thousands of women 
who were involved in a mom-and- 
pop business where Pop employed 
Plan ß  (i.e., he took all the Social 
Security credit on their tax returns). 
And in many of these instances, 
the couple ended up divorced.

And guess what happens to poor 
old Mom? She has little or no 
Social Security credit for all the

I yean  o f wotk she put into the 
business, which means she has 

i little or no Social Security retire- 
I  ment. I f  Mom never remarries, 
^ ^ t e r e  is a chance she might ool- 

^  divorced spousal benefits on 
nur account But it often ends 

up being a meager return for her 
many contributions to the business.

However, let’s say you can abso
lutely guarantee that you and your 
wife will remain in wedded bliss 
fcMcver. There are still a couple 
other reasons why Plan B may not 
work out for you.

One is the issue o f Social Security 
disability benefits for your wife. 
We all don’t stay healthy until our 
golden years. 'There is a decent 
chance your wife might become 
disabled before reaching her mid- 
60s. Under Plan B, she would have 
absolutely no disability coverage 
ft'om Social Security (because she 
wasn’t paying into the system), 
whereas under Plan A, she would 
qualify for monthly Social Security 
disability benefits if something 
happens to her —  and that could 
potentially be very valuable cover
age for her and your family.

And speaking o f fiunily, you also 
have to consider the possibility 
that mom might die. For example, 
if she passes away in her early 40s 
and you have a couple of young 
kids still at home when that hap
pens, Plan B would provide no 
monthly survivor benefits for the 
children. But Plan A would be like 
setting up a little life insurance pol
icy —  a policy that could be worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
over the years to your family.

As 1 said, many times over 
the years. I’ve seen Mom get
ting the short end o f the Social 
Security stick in a mom-and-pop 
business because husbands and/or 
their accountants employed Plan 
B without thinking things through. 
So you and your wife need to talk 
things over and then consult a good
tax advianr____________________
If you hava a Social Sacurity quastlon, 
Tom Marganau has tha answar. Contact 
him at thomaa.marganau@comcaat.nat.

Settlement talks delay Gulf oil spill trial
NEW ORLEANS (AP) 

—  A judge has delayed 
the federal trial over the 
nation’s worst offshore oil 
disaster by a week, saying 
Sunday that BP PLC was 
making some progress 
in settlement talks with 
a committee overseeing 
scores o f lawsuits, accord
ing to people close to the 
case.

Two people close to the 
case told The Associated 
Press that the decision 
was made Sunday during 
a conference call between 
parties in the G ulf of 
Mexico oil spill case and 
U.S. District Judge Carl 
Barbier. They spoke on 
condition o f  anonym
ity because they were not 
authorized to discuss the 
call.

They said the judge told 
those on the call that BP 
and the Plaintiffs’ Steering 
Committee were “making 
some progress” in their 
settlement talks. The steer
ing committee is over
seeing lawsuits filed by 
individuals and businesses 
following the explosion 
on the Deepwater Horizon 
rig on April 20, 2010, in 
the Gulf. The blast killed 
11 workers and led to 
206 million gallons o f oil 
spewing from the blown- 
out well, soiling miles of 
coastline.

However, the judge did 
not mention the status of 
settlement talks between 
other parties, nor did he 
mention any figures being 
discussed, according to the 
people close to the case.

The brief order issued 
by Barbier on Sunday said 
only that the delay was 
granted “for reasons of 
judicial efficiency and to 
allow the parties to make 
further progress in their 
settlement discussions.”

Among other things, the 
trial that is now set to 
begin March 5 is meant 
to determine the penalties 
that need to be paid by 
BP and other companies 
involved in the oil spill. 
Billions o f dollars are at 
stake.

BP and the Plaintiffs 
Steering Committee con
firmed in a joint news 
release that the trial had 
been delayed. It said the 
oil giant and the PSC were 
working to reach an agree
ment that would “fairly 
compensate people and 
businesses affected by the 
Deepwater Horizon acci
dent and oil spill.”

“There can be no assur
ance that these discussions 
will lead to a settlement 
agreement,” the joint 
statement said.

Separately, BP has had 
discussions in recent days 
with the federal govern
ment and cement contrac
tor Halliburton Energy 
Services Inc., according to 
several per^le close to the 

. case.
If  no settlement is 

reached, Barbier will pre
side over a three-phase 
trial that could last the bet
ter part o f a year. The first 
phaise is designed to iden
tify the causes o f the dead
ly blowout and to assign

percentages o f fault to the 
companies involved in the 
ill-fated drilling project.

Financial analysts esti
mate BP could wind up 
paying anywhere from 
$15 billion to $30 billion 
over the lawsuits, and BP 
has estimated in regula
tory filings that its total 
liability for the disaster is 
$40 billion.

An AP analysis found 
that the company could 
conceivably face up to $52 
billion in environmental 
fines and compensation if 
the judge determines the 
company was grossly neg
ligent.

The trial may not yield 
major revelations about 
the causes o f the disas
ter, but the outcome could 
bring much-needed relief 
for tens o f thousands of 
people and businesses 
whose livelihoods were 
disrupted by the spill.

Relatives of the 11 peo
ple killed in the Deepwater 
Horizon blast say they 
are hoping for something 
more elusive: justice for 
lost loved ones.

Sheryl Revette, whose
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husband, Dewey, was 
among the 11 killed when 
BP PLC’s Macondo 
well blew out and trig
gered an explosion on the 
Deepwater Horizon drill
ing rig, doesn’t have any
thing to gain financially 
from the trial. She wants 
an apology from the oil 
giant, something she said 
she hasn’t received yet.

“I’ve never heard a word 
from them,” said Revette, 
48, o f State Line, Miss. 
“But an apology isn’t 
going to bring my husband 
back.”

Chris Jones, whose 
TRIAL cont. on page 10
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Today in History
Today is Monday, Feb. 27, the 58th day <rf2012. 

There are 308 d a ^  left in the year.

Today’s Highlight la  History:
On Feb. 27, 1942, the Battle o f the Java Sea 

began during World War 0 ; Imperial Japanese 
naval forces scored a decisive victory over the 
Allies.

On this date:
In 1801, the District o f Columbia was placed 

under the jurisdiction o f Congress.
In 1911, inventor Charles F. Kettering demon

strated his electric automobile starter in Detroit by 
starting a Cadillac’s motor with just the press o f a 
switch, instead of hand-cranking.

In 1912, author Lawrence Durrell, author o f The 
Alexandria Quartet, was bom in India.

In 1922, the Supreme Court, in Leser v. Garnett, 
unanimously upheld the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution, which guaranteed the right o f women 
to vote.

In 1933, Germany’s parliament building, the 
Reichstag, was gutted by fire. Chancellor Adolf 
Hitler, blaming the Communists, used the fire as 
justification for suspending civil liberties.

In 1939, the Supreme Court, in National Labor 
Relations Board v. Fansteel Metallurgical Corp., 
outlawed sit-down strikes.

In 1951, the 22nd Amendment to the Constitution, 
limiting a president to two terms of office, was rati
fied.

In I960, the U.S. Olympic hockey team defeated 
the Soviets, 3-2, at the Winter Games in Squaw 
Valley, Calif (The U.S. team went on to win the 
gold medal.)

In 1973, members of the American Indian 
Movement occupied the hamlet of Wounded Knee 
in South Dakota, the site of the 1890 massacre of 
Sioux men, women and children. (The occupation 
lasted until May.)

In 1979, Jane M. Byrne confounded Chicago’s 
Democratic political machine as she upset Mayor 
Michael A. Bilandic to win their party’s mayoral 
primary. (Byrne went on to win the election.)

In 1982, Wayne Williams was found guilty of 
murdering two of the 28 young blacks whose bod
ies were found in the Atlanta area over a 22-month 
period. (Williams, who was also blamed for 22 
other deaths, has maintained his innocence.)

In 1991, President George H.W. Bush declared 
that “Kuwait is liberated, Iraq’s army is defeated,’’ 
and announced that the allies would suspend com
bat operations at midnight. Eastern time.

Ten years ago: U.S. officials armounced a $5 
million reward for information in the kidnap- 
murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel 
Pearl. A mob of Muslims set fire to a train carrying 
hundreds of Hindu nationalists in Godhra, India; 
some 60 people died. At the Grammy Awards in 
Los Angeles, Alicia Keys won five prizes, includ
ing song of the year for “Failin’” ; Irish rockers U2 
won four Grammys, including record of the year 
for “Walk On”; album of the year went to the “O 
Brother, Where Art Thou?" soundtrack. Comedian 
Spike Milligan died in Rye, East Sussex, England, 
at age 83.

Five years ago: A suicide bomber struck Bagram 
Air Base in Afghanistan during a visit by Vice 
President Dick Cheney, who was rushed to a bomb 
shelter. (Twenty-three people were killed; Cheney 
was unhurt.) The Dow Jones industrial average 
dropped 416.02 points, the worst drop since the 
2001 terrorist attacks.

One year ago: “The King’s Speech” won four 
Academy Awards, including best picture; Colin 
Firth won best actor for his portrayal of Britain’s 
King George VI. Frank Buckles, the last surviv
ing American veteran of World War I who’d also 
survived being a civilian prisoner of war in the 
Philippines in World War II, died in Charles Town, 
W.Va., at age 110. Duke Snider, 84, the Baseball 
Hall of Famer who helped the Dodgers bring their 
only World Series crown to Brooklyn, died in 
Escondido, Calif

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Joanne Woodward 
is 82. Consumer advocate Ralph Nader is 78. 
Opera singer Mirella Freni is 77. Actress Barbara 
Babcock is 75. Actor Howard Hesseman is 72. 
Actress Debra Monk is 63. Rock singer-musician 
Neal Schon (Journey) is 58. Rock musician Adrian 
Smith (Iron Maiden) is 55. Actor Timothy Spall 
is 55. Rock musician Paul Humphreys (Orchestral 
Manoeuvres in the Dark) is 52. Country singer 
Johnny Van 21ant (Van Zant) is 52. Rock musi
cian Leon Mobley (Ben Harper and the Innocent 
Criminals) is SI. Basketball Hall-of-Famer James 
Worthy is 51. Actor Adam Baldwin is 50. Actor 
Grant Show is 50. £pck  musician Mike Cross 
(Sponge) is 47. A c to n ^ n a l Logue is 46. Rhythm- 
and-blues singer Chilli (TLC) is 41. Rock musician 
Jeremy Dean (Nine Days) is 40. Rhythm-and-blues 
singer Roderick Clark is 39. Country-rock musi
cian Sbonna Tucker (Drive-By Truckers) is 34. 
Actor Brandon Beemer is 32. Chelsea Clinton is 
32. Rhythm-and-bhies singer Bobby Valenttno is 
32. Singer Joah Oroban is 3 1. Rock musician Jared 
Champion (Cage the Elephant) is 29. Actress Kate 
Mara is 29.

Thonght for Today: “I am indeed rich, since 
my income is superior to my expenses, and my 
expense is equal to my w is to .” - Edward (MSon. 
Engtish hittartm (1737-1794).

( ' . I l l  .

No relief for shrinking school budgets
Chris Tomunson
Associated Press

AUSTIN (AP) - The director of the 
Texas Legislative Budget Board tried 
to be as diplomatic as possible when 
he talked to lawmakers about public 
education spending.

John O’Brien, who retires from his 
non-partisan position in April, knew 
that some Republican lawmakers had 
bragged on the campaign trail about 
increasing school spending. He also 
knew Democrats were demanding a 
special legislative session to reverse 
the Legislature’s decision last year to 
cut per-student spiending for the first 
time in at least 50 years.

So which was side is right?
“The answer depends on your p>er- 

spective,” O’Brien told the House 
Appropriations Committee last week, 
during a review of the state’s finances.

O’Brien explained that compared 
to the previous two-year budget, the 
Legislature had indeed put an addi
tional $1.5 billion in the Foundation 
School Program, the account used to 
fund public schools in Texas. But the 
story doesn’t stop there.

The Foundation School Program is 
only one part of state spending on 
public education, and in other areas of 
the budget the Legislature cut $1.55 
billion for schools and teachers, a little 
more than it put in. Republican law
makers also rewrote the school fund
ing formula to cut $4 billion from the 
program. Meanwhile, the state added 
160,000 new students.

When totaled up, that means per- 
student spending went down in the 
2012-2013 budget, and schools will 
receive $4 billion less in state money 
than they were expecting under the old

formula.
Texas pier student spiending is about 

$8,908 pier year, a $538 drop com- 
piared to the last budget, and well 
below the national average of $11,463, 
according to the National Education 
Association.

These complex calculations and 
their ultimate outcomes confused 
even some lawmakers. Rep. Debbie 
Riddle, R-Houston, asked committee 
Chairman Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie, 
for an explanation.

“I thought last session, Mr. 
Chairman, that we funded public edu
cation $3 billion more this biennium, 
even though pier student dollar, if you 
will, was less because we had more 
students,” Riddle said. “Is there some
thing I’m not remembering?"

Pitts explained that she was thinking 
of the $3 billion spient from the Rainy 
Day Fund to solve last year’s budget 
deficit. By tapping the Rainy Day 
Fund, the Legislature was avoiding 
cutting public education by that much 
more in this budget, a classic example 
of the circuitous deals struck to make 
budgets balance.

Lawmakers last year also used the 
age-old trick of delaying piayments to 
schools by one day in order to shift a 
$2.3 billion check into the next fiscal 
year, again creating a savings on papier 
that will have to be piaid back.

Nevertheless, some Republican 
candidates talk about the Foundation 
School Propp-am to say they increased 
sptending on Texas schools. Democrats 
continue to focus on the pier-student 
spiending figures and have asked Gov. 
Rick Perry for a spiecial session on 
school finance.

When and how to tap the Rainy Day 
Fund remains one of the most partisan

issues in the Legislature. The fund 
exists to help the state during eco
nomic downturns and will have $7.3 
billion in it by the end of 2013.

“Why should our kids continue tc 
bear the brunt of (the budget cuts)^ 
I think we have an opipiortunity ir 
this year, 2012, to meet the n e e ^  of 
Texas children,” said Rep. Sylvester 
lumer, D-Houston. “Why should wc 
not come back to a spiecial session now 
and answer the needs of our childrer 
now.”

But Republicans argue that more 
money does not mean better schooh 
and they have called for more chartei 
schools and reforms to the education 
system overall.

There is also the question of future 
budgets. Republicans fought against 
spiending the entirety of the Rainy Day 
Fund last year because they warned 
it would be needed to cover future
expienses.

O’Brien told lawmakers that they 
are facing a $4.1 billion deficit in the 
current budget - mostly due to under- 
funding Medicaid - and lawmakers 
will have to increase spiending on edu
cation by at least $2.3 billion next year 
because the delayed-payment gim
mick can’t be u s ^  again next year 
He also repiorted Medicaid may need 
an additional $10 billion in next year’s 
budget, a figure that Texas’ growing 
economy will not be able to cover.

Whether O’Brien has settled the 
argument over whether or not the 
Legislature increased public education 
funding last year or cut it will probably 
remain a question of pierspiective and 
partisanship. But it is clear that school 
districts should not hold their breath 
waiting for any more state money.

Romney, Santorum show différer ’ white Americas
If you were listening reason

ably carefully to last Wednesday’s 
Republican presidential candidate 
debate, you heard Rick Santorum say, 
“Charles Murray just wrote a book 
about this.”

The question was about Santorum’s 
remarks on contraception, but his 
answer addressed the broader issue 
of “the increasing number of chil
dren being bom out of wedlock in 
America.” That is indeed one of the 
subjects — but only one — of Murray’s 
new book ‘XToming Apiart; The State 
of White America, 1960 to 2010.”

Murray is a distinguished social sci
entist, a brilliant miner of data and 
a colleague of mine at the American 
Enterpnise Institute.

He is no stranger to controversy. His 
1984 book “Losing Ground” helpied 
inspire welfare reform in the 1990s. 
His 1994 book “The Bell Curve” (co
authored by Richard Hermstein) drew 
spxjrious charges of racism, which is 
prerhap» one reason why he limited 
“Coming Apjart” to whites.

“Coming Ap>art” tells us impmrtant 
things about America and, without 
intending to, sheds interesting light on 
the race for the Repniblican prresiden- 
tial nomination.

Murray’s argument is that we have 
seen a significant decline among 
whites in what he considers America’s 
founding virtues — industriouaness, 
honesty, marriage and religiosity -  
over the last SO years.

That decline has not been uniform 
among diffeteni segments of the white 
pwfRilation, however.

Among the top 20 pwreent in income 
and eduodioii, Murray finds that rates 
o f marriage and church attendance, 
after fUlhig marginally in the 1970s, 
have pdatsiiurd out at a high level 
ainoa than. And these p iao ^  have 
been working longer hours dian ever.

He labels this group Belmont, after

MICHAEL
BARONE

the upscale Boston 
suburb.

In contrast, 
among the bot
tom 30 pjercent of 
whites, those indi
cators started fall
ing in the 1970s and 
have been plung
ing ever since, to 
historical lows by 
2008, even before 
the onset of the
recession and the —■----------------
current economic doldrums.

He labels this group Fishtown, after 
the Philadelphia neighborhood that 
has been the home of low-income 
whites since it was first settled in the 
early 19th century.

In Fishtown, he repwrts, one-third 
of men age 30 to 49 are not making a 
living, one-fifth of women are single 
mothers raising children, and nearly 
40 pjercent have no involvement in a 
secular or religious organization.

The result is that the children 
being raised in such settings have the 
odds heavily stacked against them. 
Santorum made this px>int vividly, and 
Mitt Romney chimed in his agree
ment.

These findings turn some conven
tional piolitical wisdom on its head. 
They tend to contradict the liberals 
who blame increasing income disp>ar- 
ity on five-market economics. In fimt, 
h is driven in large part by personal 
behavior and choices.

They also undermine the conserva
tives who say that a liberation-minded 
uprpter class has been undermining tra
ditional values to which more down- 
scale Amcricatu are striving to adhere. 
Murray’s complaint against upscale 
hbcnls is not that they are libertinss 
but that they fiul to preach what they 
practice.

ublican race? For starters, Mitt 
.iiney is literally from Belmont, 

where he raised his family in a large 
house and now has a condominium, 
and where he help>ed build a large 
Mormon temple visible as you drive 
by on Route 2. He grew up in another 
Belmont, Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Rick Santorum. in contrast, 
describes himself as the grandson of 
an immigrant coal miner, a pmxiuct 
of Fishtown. He often tells of getting 
his political start winning two House 
races in the steel mill suburbs of 
Pittsburgh.

When you look at where these two 
candidates are drawing their strongest 
support, you see a similar contrast.

Romney in 2008 and diis year has 
run consistently strongest in the high- 
income, high-education Belmonts. 
Santorum has run strongest in areas 
with more downscale Republican vot
ers.

Both trends are pmlitically pjroblem- 
atic. It is not attractive for Republicans 
(though it can be for Democrats) to 
advertise a candidate’s ap>p)eal to afflu
ent voters.

But it’s also true that there juM 
aren’t so many voters in Fishtown 
anymore; voter turnout there is way 
down. Pittsburgh is our one major 
metro area with more deaths rtmo 
births. There aren’t as many neighbor
hoods filled witii devout Catholics 
with large families as there were 54 
yean ago. ;

Republicans are choosing between  k 
candidate fitxn a Belmom that's doing 
just fine and one who claims ties wUh 
a Fishtown that isn’t what it used ta 
be. Not an ideal choice.

What light does this abed on the
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Pressure builds for civilian drone flights in U.S., Texas
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
—  Headf up: Drooea are 
g o ii^  mainstream.
. C i ^ a n  cousins o f the 
unmanned military air
craft that have tracked 
iand killed  terrorists 
in the Middle East and 
Asia are in demand by 
police departments, betr- 
der patrols, power com
panies, news organiza
tions and others wanting a 
bird’s-eye view that’s too 
^ p ra c tic a l or dangerous 
for conventional planes or 
helicopters to get.
! Along with ^  endiusi- 
iasm, there are qualms.
I Drones overhead could 
invade people’s privacy. 

. The government wor
ries they could collide 
;with passenger planes or 
come crashing down to 
the ground, concerns that 
have slowed more wide
spread adoption o f  the 
technology.
. Despite that, pres
sure is building to give 
drones the same access as 
manned aircraft to the sky 
at home.

“It’s going to be the next 
big revolution in aviation. 
It’s coming,” says Dan 
Elwell, the Aerospace 
Industries Association’s 
Vice president for civil 
aviation.

Some impetus comes 
from the military, which 
will bring home drones 
from  Afghanistan and 
wants room to test and 
use them. In December, 
Congress gave the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
six months to pick half 
a dozen sites around the 
country where the mili
tary and others can fly 
unmanned aircraft in the 
vicinity o f regular air traf
fic, with the aim o f dem
onstrating they’re safe.

The Defense Department 
says the demand for 
drones and their expand
ing missions requires rou
tine and unfettered access 
to domestic airspace, 
including around airports 
and cities. In a report last 
O ctober, the Pentagon 
called for flights first by 
small drones both solo 
and in groups, day and 
night, expanding over 
several years. Flights by 
large and medium-sized 
drones would follow 
in the latter half o f this 
jdecade.

Other government agen
cies want to fly drones, 
too, but they’ve been 
hobbled by an FAA ban 
unless they first receive 
case-by-case permission, 
few er than 300 waivers 
^vere in use at the end 
o f 2011, and they often 
include restrictions that 
•severely limit the use- 
•fiilness o f the flights. 
Businesses that want to 
j)ut drones to work are out 
o f  luck; waivers are only 
for government agencies.

But that’s changing.
Congress has told the 

f  AA ¿ a t  the agency must 
allow  civilian and mili
tary drones to fly in civil
ian airspace by September

201S. This spring, the 
FAA is set to take a first 
step by proposing rules 
that would allow limited 
commercial use o f small 
drones for the first time.

Until recently, agen
cy officials were say
ing there were too many 
unresolved safety issues 
to give drones greater 
access. Even now FAA 
officials are cautious 
about describing their 
plans and diey avoid dis
cussion o f  deadlines.

“The thing we care 
about is doing that in an 
orderly and safe way and 
finding the appropriate ... 
balance o f all the users 
in the system,” Michael 
Huerta, FAA’s act
ing administrator, told a 
recent industry luncheon 
in W ashington. “Let’s 
develop these six sites —  
and we will be doing that 
—  where we can develop 
further data, further test
ing and more history on 
how these things actually 
operate.”

Drones come in all 
sizes, from the high-fly
ing Global Hawk with its 
116-foot wingspan to a 
hummingbird-like drone 
that weighs less than an 
AA battery and can perch 
on a window ledge to 
record sound and video. 
Lockheed Martin has 
developed a fake maple 
leaf seed, or “whirly bird,” 
equipped with imaging 
sensors, that weighs less 
than an ounce.

Potential civilian users 
are as varied as the drones 
themselves.

Power companies want 
them to monitor transmis
sion lines. Farmers want 
to fly them over fields to 
detect which crops need 
water. Ranchers want 
them to count cows.

Journalists are explor
ing drones’ newsgather
ing potential. The FAA is 
investigating whether The 
Daily, a digital publica
tion o f Rupert Murdoch’s 
News Corp., used drones 
without permission to 
capture aerial footage 
o f floodwaters in North 
Dakota and Mississippi 
last year. At the University 
o f Nebraska, journalism 
professor Matt Waite has 
started a lab for students 
to experiment with using 
a small, remote-controlled 
helicopter.

“Can you cover news 
with a drone? I think the 
answer is yes,” Waite 
said.

The aerospace indus
try forecasts a worldwide 
deployment o f almost 
30,000 drones by 2018, 
with the United States 
accounting for half o f 
them.

“The potential ... civil 
market for these systems 
could dw arf the m ili
tary market in the com
ing years if we can get 
access to the airspace,” 
said Ben Gielow, gov
ernment relations m an
ager for the Association 
for Unmanned Vehicle

SystnoM International, an 
induatiy trade group.

The hungrieat market u  
the nation’s 19,000 law 
enforcement agencies.

Customs and Border 
Patrol has nine Predator 
drones mostly in use on 
the U.S.-Mexico border, 
and plans to expand to 24 
by 2016. Officials say the 
unmaimed aircraft have 
helped in the seizure o f 
more than 20 tons o f  ille
gal drugs and the arrest o f 
7,500 people since border 
patrols began six years 
ago.

Several police depart
ments are experiment
ing witi) smaller drones 
to photograph crime 
scenes, aid searches and 
scan the ground ahead o f 
SWAT teams. The Justice 
Department has four 
drones it loans to police 
agencies.

“We look at this as a 
low-cost alternative to 
buying a helicopter or 
fixed-wing plane,” said 
M ichael O ’Shea, the 
departm ent’s aviation 
technology program man
ager. A small drone can 
cost less than $50,000, 
about the price o f a patrol 
car with standard police 
gear.

Like other agencies, 
police departments must 
get FAA waivers and fol
low much the same rules 
as model airplane hobby
ists: Drones must weigh 
less than 55 pounds, stay 
below an altitude o f 400 
feet, keep away from 
airports and always stay 
within sight of the opera
tor. The restrictions are 
meant to prevent colli
sions with manned air
craft.

Even a small drone 
can be “a huge threat” 
to a larger plane, said 
Dale Wright, head o f 
the National Air Traffic 
Controllers Association’s 
safety and technology 
department. “If an airliner 
sucks it up in an engine, 
it’s probably going to take 
the engine out,” he said. 
“If it hits a small plane, it 
could bring it down.”

Controllers want drone 
operators to be required 
to have instrument-rated 
pilot licenses —  a step 
above a basic private pilot 
license. “We don’t want 
the Microsoft pilot who 
has never really flown 
an airplane and doesn’t 
know the rules o f how to 
fly,” Wright said.

M ilita ry  d rones 
designed for battlefields 
haven’t had to meet the 
kind o f  rigorous safety 
standards required o f 
commercial aircraft.

“If  you are going to 
design these things to 
operate in the (civil
ian) airspace you need 
to start upping the ante,” 
said Tom Haueter, 
director of the National 
Transportation . Safety 
Board’s aviation safety 
office. “It’s one thing to 
operate down low. It’s 
another thing to operate

where other airplanes are, 
especially over populated 
areas.”

Even with FAA restric
tions, dnmes are proving 
usefiil in the field.

Dqnities with the Mesa 
County SherifTs Office 
in Colorado can launch 
a 2-pound Draganflyer 
X6 helicopter from the 
back o f a patrol car. The 
drone’s bird’s-eye view 
cut the manpower needed 
for a search o f a creek bed 
for a missing person from 
10 people to two, said 
Ben Miller, who runs the 
drone program. The craft 
also enabled deputies to 
alert fire officials to a 
potential roof collapse in 
time for the evacuation 
o f  firefighters firom the 
building, he said.

The drone could do 
more if  it were not for 
the FAA’s line-of-sight 
restriction. Miller said. “I 
don’t think (the restric
tion) provides any extra 
safety,” he said.

The M ontgom ery 
County SherifTs Office, 
north of Houston, used a 
Department o f Homeland 
Security grant to buy a 
$300,000, 50-pound 
ShadowHawk helicopter 
drone for its SWAT team. 
The drone has a high- 
powered video camera 
and an infrared camera 
that can spot a person’s 
thermal image in the dark.

“Public-safety agen
cies are beginning to see 
this as an invaluable tool 
for them, just as the car 
was an improvement over 
the horse and the single
shot pistol was improved 
upon by the six-shooter,” 
said Chief Deputy Randy 
McDaniel, who runs the 
Montgomery drone pro
gram.

The ShadowHawk can 
be equipped with a 40 
mm grenade launcher 
and a 12-guage shotgun.

according to its maker. 
V anguard  D efense 
Industries o f  Conroe, 
Tekas. The company 
doesn’t sell the armed 
version in the United 
States, although “we have 
had interest from law- 
enforcement entities for 
deployment o f nonlethal 
munitions from the air
craft,” Vanguard CEO 
M icluel Buscher said.

The possibility o f armed 
police drones someday 
patrolling the sky dis
turbs Terri Burke, execu
tive director o f the Texas 
chapter o f the American 
Civil Liberties Union.

“The Constitution is 
taking a back seat so that 
boys can play with their 
toys,” Buike said. “It’s 
kind of scary that they can 
use a laptop computer to 
zap people from the air.”

A recent ACLU report 
said allowing drones 
greater access takes the 
country “a large step clos
er to a surveillance society 
in which our every move

i t  moait(M«d, tracked, 
recorded, and scrutinized 
by the authorities.”

The Electronic Frontier 
F o u n d atio n , w hich  
focuses on civil liber
ties threats involving 
new technologies, sued 
die FAA recently, seek
ing disclosure o f which 
agencies have been given 
permission to use drones. 
FAA officials declined 
to answer questions from 
The Associated Press 
about the lawsuit.

Industry officials said 
privacy concerns are 
overblown.

“Today anybody—  
the paparazzi, anybody 
—  can hire a helicop
ter or a (small plane) to 
circle around something 
that they’re interested 
in and shoot away with 
high-pow ered cam er
as all they want,” said 
Elwell, the aerospace 
industry spokesman. “I 
don’t understand all the 
comments about the Big 
Brother thing.”
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Entry Form
Please attach the following form to your photos. Photos submitted without this 
information will not be considered. Include a self-addressed stamped envelope if 
you wish you photos returned. Mail completed form and photos to Photography 
Contest,The Pampa News,403 W. Atchison, Pampa,TX 79065.

Name______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address________________________________________________

Telephone # (_____) _____-__________

The namesof people in the photo(ifany)fromlefttoright,frontrowtdbackrow

Description of photo

Submission by email: Send the form information with the photo(s) tttached to 
rpribble^thepampanewscom. Photos should be aem in high resolution, .jpg 
foimat.
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“Winter gets to be one day longer 
this year.”

Non Sequitur
r

l'^ ^  o t i tp & e ., VoC, LIKE- I
hifeVEJR LE.T CAJERO 
JLK iT  R tL A y .. 4 ^  U o 'N  p o  NOU CO 

IT. VC>C7 ...POC.'P...

r

>NVAX \T  To o k  Ps Y 4U vL £  P 4 '/c A \N T ? X
TO  CKTCV^ OM

12T<5 'iz. UJ(t  ̂ IÍJ». \̂ COisf 9  ̂ UCUCIl c=oco»n(C'i> cj3v\

Nest Heads
r SOMETIMES I  WoiNXR WHERE I  FIT IN 

I'M  MOT A TVPICAL WORKING MOM OR 
A TRADITIONAL STAV AT HOME MOM 1!

1

I  GUESS THAT MAKES ME 
A WORK-AT-HOME MOM J

HONEV,EVERV 
MOM'S A WORK- 
AT HOME MOM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, Feb 
28,2012:

This year you express an unusual open
ness to change, and you let go of the sta
tus quo. You can visualize better than y(xi 
ever have. When yixi are inspired, you 
will express your vision well. If you are 
single, a unique person walks into your 
life. Do your best not to put this person on 
a pedestal, and remain realistic. If you are 
attached, the two of you share a common 
dream. Take the first step in making it so. 
GEMINI holds you back at times.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 
2-So-so; 1-Difficult 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★ ■♦•A Your instincts serve you well 

concerning financial decisions Focus on 
your goals and better communication 
Not everyone needs to know the “how 
and why,” but simply the end decision. 
Still, if asked, do answer. Tonight: Make 
time to visit and catch up on others' news. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Your ability to wow others 

and impress them emerges. You are sur
rounded by people who really do care. 
Though you might not need their support 
now, you might later on. When someone 
initiates a discussion, open up. Tonight: 
Do some shopping, if n ^  be 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★ ★ ★  Make it OK to feel down in the 

dumps right now. You might see a situ
ation in a very negative light. What will 
it take to turn that perspective arouiKl.’ 
A boss or older friend has a lot to share. 
Learn from this person. Tonight: Nap, 
then decide.

CANCER (Jane 21-Joly 22)
Use the daylight hours to the 

max. You express an unusual perspective 
and can communicate it well. Integrate 
new information for others so that they 
can see a new path. Others finally will 
be able to open up, if they so choose. To
night; Play it low-key. 

LEO(Joiy23-Ai«.22)
Asaume your place in the 

limelight. An associate keeps whispering 
whMlKorsbefeebbiinpGitantinfofina- 
lion to know. Lislen, but abo set bmits to 
the coBvenatton. Wnking ai a team is 
fiae,aslongaiyotthavespacetobeyoar- 
setf. Iboight: Squeew in some Am time. 

BtGO(AV n G 0(A b |.2M cp t22)
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Beetle Bailey
Hey, SAR«E,' that
CLOUP LO O KSJUSr 
LIKE you.' B16, FAT 
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irk  ir k  Y(xi might want to approach 
a situation differently. The feedback you 
are receiving points to aixithcr path. Get 
adequate feedback from another person. 
You could be surprised by what you hear. 
Once you feel secure, take action. To
night: A force to be dealt with.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★ ★ ★ ★  Work with individuals. You 

could hear radically different opinions, 
which makes it clear, once more, that 
you mast go your own way. A discussion 
opens up possibilities left and right. You 
might be taken aback by an unexpected 
insight. Tonight: Detach, then look at a 
situation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★  ★ ★ ★  Others challenge you, but 

know that it is simply a phase. On the 
other hand, you have the wherewithal to 
know when to hold your ground. Creativ
ity plays a role in your interactions, work 
or whatever you might be doing. Tonight: 
Make time for a special person. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
k i t  it it Discussions and comments re

veal much more about where others are 
coming from. Don’t stop what you are do
ing to comment. Just lx a good listener, 
you might be amazed. A call from a fam
ily member or roommate is informative as 
well. Tonight: Out.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★ ★ ★ ★  No one knows how to stir the 

pot quite like you do. You might even do 
it unintentionally. Your very presence and 
how you deal with your life could incite 
some crazy responses. Allow your innate 
ingenuity to come out. Help otliers lighten 
up. Tonight: Try for an early bedtiine. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
i t i t i t  Family weighs on your mind. 

You are not always comfoitable with 
what is going on, nor should you be. Dis
cuss finances and an investment involv
ing real estate not only with those it will 
impact, but also with those in the know. 
Tonight: What starts as serious evolves 
intofiin.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Manh 20)
AA'R'R Your way of saying “enough” 

WGsks. Someone don not like to 
hear you put so end to a certain topic 
could be trying to get your atlentton. If 
you are overwhelmed, just tay so. Estab- 
bafa your own boundarin, and apeak your 
mind more often. IbiiighI; Ctot and dboul.

HBY, BEBTUE.' THAT 
CLOUD LOOKS JUST 

LIKE y o u '
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Harvesters’ pitching struggles leads to loss vs. PD

n

Andrew Qlover
aglaverOthepampenews.com

The Pampa Harvesters’ pitchers 
couldn’t find the strike zone, as they 
walked 11 and hit seven. Pampa’s bats 
couldn’t get them out o f an early deficit 
in a 16-10 loss to die Palo Duro Dons 
Saturday at Harvester Field.

?*We got ourselves in a hole all day,” 
héad coach Kaleb Snelgrooes said. “We 
didn’t make plays behind our pitchers. 
We hit the ball pretty well. Everything we 
gained back, we gave right back.”

Senior first baseman Collin Killgo said 
the team wasn't prepared.

'‘We didn’t play our game,” Killgo said. 
“We took it down to their level and did 
what we shouldn’t have done.”

•The last time Pampa played Palo Duro 
was when they were in District ,^-4A in 
2010. The Harvesters won both games 
with the mercy rule being invoked.

“We overlooked them,” sophomore 
Ryan Powell said. “We tried to not worry 
atout them to much.”

Junior Jordan Lemons .started after 
pitching in relief Friday and failing to 
throw a strike. Saturday, Lemons’ loca
tion woes continued, walking the first 
three batters. Palo Duro scored on a 
wild pitch before Trestin Washington 
hij a three-run home run to right field. 
Lemons struck out three to get out of the 
iiming but was finished after throwing 41 
pitches.

Lemons’ struggles didn't stop on the 
mound. He struck out in all three at bats 
aikl recorded an error on a grounder while 
playing third.

Pampa rallied in the bottom of third 
trailing 6-0. Junior I'aylor Woods led 
off with a single and senior Cole Engle 
walked. Junior James Thompson ham- 
nvered a 3-1 pitch to right-center to cut 
Pàio Duro’s lead in half Senior Jared 
Liisk followed with a homer to right.

The Dons immediately retrxik momen- 
tipn. Powell relieved Lemons and .set Palo 
Duro down in order in the second. Powell

allowed two runs in including hitting 
Troy Jackson with the bases loaded. In 
the fourth, Powell’s struggles continued 
as he walked one and hit his third batter, 
loading the bases.

Engle took over on the mound and 
struggled to find the zone as he walked 
in two runs and allowed two more on hit 
batters. The Dons scored five runs (mi no 
hits and sent 11 batters to the plate.

Powell said he felt OK about his per
formance.

“I was pretty happy with the first inning 
that 1 threw,” Powell said. “After that I 
kind o f went down hill.”

The Harvesters (2-2) rallied again the 
bottom o f the fifth. Killgo hit a double 
to the center field wall scoring Engle 
and junior Chris Howard. Senior Zach 
Graves drove in Killgo with a double to 
right. Palo Duro didn’t allow Pampa to 
get closer, outscoring them 5-2 in the last 
two innings.

“We scratch two or three runs, we gave 
up four or five,” Snelgrooes said. “You 
can’t do that. Hats off to Palo Duro, they 
put the ball in play and their pitchers 
threw strikes.”

The Dons’ pitchers combined for 13 
strikeouts and gave up only four walks. 
Jesus Castellanos earned the win 2 and 
1/3 innings pitched. He allowed three 
runs on four hits, walked one and struck 
out three.

Pampa again struggled with fielding, as 
it recorded six errors. Killgo said that has 
to improve.

“We need to work on a couple o f 
things,” Killgo said. “We thought we 
were good in some situations but it didn’t 
turn out that way.”

Ihe Harvesters’ season continues 
Thursday when they start play in the 
Burkbumett Tournament against Vernon 
at 1:30 p.m. Pampa will also face Iowa 
Park 6 p.m. Thursday, Wichita Falls 1:30 
pjlU.^riday, Wichita Falls Rider 6 p.m. 
Friday and^apTDck 9  a.m. Saturday.
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Senior Cole Engle is tagged out by Christian Burner in the bottom of the 
first. The Harvesters lost 16-10 in the final game of the Cavalier Classic.

PHS tennis downs Plainview in tune-up for team regionals
A ndrew  G lover

agbvef@thepampanews.com

With team region- 
als around the comer, 
the Pampa Harvesters 
were needing a tune- 
up. Saturday at the 
high school tennis 
courts, Pampa feels 
confident after beat
ing Plainview 16-3 
and 16-3.

“The kids per- Cofse 
formed well,” head 
coach Sarah Corse said. “We came out in 
doubles and are playing excellent.”

This was the Harvesters’ first team 
match since the fall 
semester. Pampa has 
played in tourna
ments in the spring.
Head coach Sarah 
Corse said she is 

** T « T T  happy with how the 
f  ^ \  T arc performing.

»■* v-4  V  *’ “They didn’t lose a
match,” Corse said.
“They are looking McClendon 
very good.”

Senior Collin McClendon said he was

Fatherec

 ̂  ̂ *

happy with how he 
performed.

“It went well even 
though it’s really 
windy,” McClendon 
said.

The girls had sev
eral strong perfor
mances, finishing 
7-2 in both matches.
In the second match, 
sophomore Emily 
Terry and senior Delaney C lendcning 
won their doubles match 6-3 and 6-4. 
Junior Makayla Hampton and .senior 
Elizabeth Terry won 6-4 and 6-.L 
Sophomore Harley Elliott and freshman 
Elizabeth Frost won 5-7, 6-4 and 10-6.

Junior Maddie Fatheree said the team 
did well.

“It was a good day,” Fatheree said 
“It was good to get prepared for team 
regionals.

The Harvesters will compete at Wichita 
Falls Friday and Saturday. Corse said it’s 
going to be tough but feels good about 
how her team is playing.

“Abilene Wylie and Vernon are tough 
teams,” Corse said. “1 like the way we 
are playing and let’s see what happens.”

photo courtesy of Cody Moore
S«nior E lizabeth Terry returns a ball in a match against Plainview. Terry was 
victorious in her doubles match with Makayla Hampton (not pictured).

•Rudy Rodriguez
I'McLean High School

Jordon Herring
McLean High School

McLean High School senior basketball player Rady Redrigaaz 
is The P a n ^  News Female Athlete o f the Week. Rodriguez 

121 pointa in die regional quarterfinals to help McLean 
Tuesday. This is RcÑlriguez second athlete of

Softball wins three of five 
finishes sixth at Burkbumett

Andrew Qlover
aglover@thepampanews.com

The Pam pa 
Lady Harvesters 
softball team buih 
on their opening 
day victory with a 
sixth place finish 
at the Butkbumett 
Tournament.

“We competed 
well,” GUI said.
‘T h e  two games 
we lost, we were in and had chances to 
win them.”

18 teams competed and Pampa finished 
3-2. Head coach Bobbi Gill said the team 
played well.

“it was a good outing for us,” Gill said. 
“We performed better than we have in the

m

past at Burkbumett.”
The Lady Harvesters (4-2) opened 

with a 6-4 victory against Abilene Wylie 
Thursday. Pampa beat Petroalia 9-0 and 
Henrietta. Pampa closed the tournament 
with losses to Red Oak and Whitestoru. 
Gill said the team had starters out due to 
injury and illness.

“We had to make adjustments and 
some young kids got some playing time,” 
Gill said. “It was a good outing for us. 
We performed better than we have at 
Buikburoett.”

Gill said they went against quality 
opponents.

“We went against some smaller 
schools,” Gill said. “Some schools were 
our size. Some were bigger.”

The Lady Harvesters host Amarillo 4 
p.m. Tuesday.

mailto:agbvef@thepampanews.com
mailto:aglover@thepampanews.com
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ADOPT Adnaui & Di
na. college sweethearts. 
(HiUkK)rsy scientists, of
fer unconditional
LOVH. security to 
miracle baby. Expen.scs 
paid I -800-861-408U

BROWNINGS Heat
ing & Air and Refriger
ation Specialists since 
1964" 665-1212

19 Situations

cial Notices
ADVERTISINt; Ma
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News, 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
News Office Only.

CLEANING, organiz
ing. packing & storing, 
etc Have references. 
Call 664-1099

10 lyOst/Found
LOST Chihuahua. I yr 
old female. Krown A 
Ian. answers to Lola 
Reward 665-1719

NOTICE
Readers are urged to 
fully investigate adver
tisements which require 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 
goods

HAVE large Pool Halt 
for lease Great down 
town Uxation Call for 
details. 665-1875

14d Carpentry
CLISTOM Building & 
ReiTKKJeling New
Homes & Additions 
Shawn I>eaver f'onst . 
K06-f>62-2977

Fl'LL time position in
cludes health insurance 
Successful applicant 
will maintain grounds, 
light plumbing duties, 
welding, etc Applicant 
must have e>ipenence 
working with horses 
and cattle and have a 
giKKl driving record 
Bring resuRK t>r come 
by Ciray ('ounty Veteri
nary ('linic to fill out an 
application

NURSING Department 
Under New Director 
CNAs come check out 
our benefits' We have 
immediate openings for 
Full-Time positions 
Apply today at St. 
Ann's Nursing Honie in 
Panahndle, 537-3194 
[>ietary Aide Also 
Needed!

GET PAID TO
EXERCISE!!!

We are seeking an en
ergetic. full-time team 
memher with a pa.s- 
siun for helping oth
ers to assist our Phys
ical Therapist and 
Doctors with thera
peutic exercises and 
physical rehab proto
cols If you are punc
tual, have a great a t
titude and are will
ing to karn ..Jax  
yuur rrxume to 
(8061665-0537.

PART-TIME
TELLER

Amanllo Community 
ECU

Seeking candidate 
with cash handling oi 
hanking experience, hi 
lingual preferred M-F 
l2-6pm and alternating 
Saturdays

Apply in person, 
by Fax or Email 

ACPCU 
9(X) N Hobart 

Pampa. TX 
FAX (806)331-2088 

ccastofeacfcu.org

CASHIER / Delivery 
Driver must be freindly 
and hardworking, valid 
Texas driver’s license, 
with good driving re
cord Apply in person. 
Fieard-Jooes Health- 
mart. 114 N. Cuyler

FOOD Service Happy 
people who like to 
work! Great hours Sat- 
urdavs a muat. Apply 
at

HEARD-JONE.S 
114 N. Cuyler 

downtow n Pampa

QUEEN or Full Mat
tress Sets $246, Twin 
$146 New sets Sale 
Pnee Red Bam. 1424 
S. Barnes. 665-2767. 
RREWOOD For Sale 
$160 a nek delivered 
Call 664-l9(XI or 664- 
1901

80 Pets & Suppl.

üVERHFiAD 1XX)R 
REPAIR Kidwell Con 
Nfruction Call 669 
6U7. K06-663-0I92

14« Carpet Serv.
NU WAV

CLI ANING SERVICE. 
H»>b Marx Owncr-Oper 
ator. ('all 665 .̂ 541

14h (ien. Serv.

Mill-Feeding Hand:
Mcl^an Feed \  ard is 
looking for goal-orient- 
ed individuals Salary is 
dependent upon previ
ous experience ¿k refer
rals All inieresied peo
ple should apply at the 
feedyard. 4 mi south of 
Md.ean on ( o  Rd 
273 Mcl^an Feedyard 
offers a competitive sal 
ar\ insurance for all 
employees

Licensed Physical 
Fherspy A.ssisUinl 

needed for a growing 
multi-disciplinary 
Physical Therapy 

praetkf in Pampa, 
Ts. F'ax Resume to: 

(K06f665-0537

< I vss V C D L  
l>K I \  I K 

W
Mum |i«iNN <liiiu test 
Xpplv in persoli! No 
VUnm ( uH\ .

I rifiiiuU' \ ' f l l  
Sert i f f

129 S. I 'r i t  t Ktl. 
I ’iiiiip a , r \ .

Schwan's Home Serv
ice. Inc is NOW HIR 
ING Route Sales Reps 
in Pampa. TX Apply al

F’OR ADOPTION
Siamese. Calico. Or 
ange. Tabby. Gray 
Spayed / Neutered & 
shiXs Call 665-4901 Iv 
msg
re i;E  CHIWEENIES 
2 males. 2 females 6 
wks old. and 5 mo old 
male .Shi-Tzu. 661-8722

to Job Number 
I l(X)409l EOE 89 Wanted To Buv
RIG Opcrdior & Crew 
needed Need not apply 
without 10 yrs exp 
Applications at ] 101 S 
Pnee Rd . Pumpa

NEEDED P r exp Ac
counts Payable Clerk. 
Quick Books preferred 
Apply at St .Ann's 
Nursing Home, in Pan 
handle. 537-3194

TAKING applications 
for experienced Rig Op
erator Full Time Must 
have CDL License. 
Clean Driving Record 
¿tí pass DOT Drug Test
ing Must speaak fluent 
Lnglish Wages based 
on experience Must ap

EXPERIENC ED CN(' 
Roll Operator to operate 
stale of the an roll in 
new facility Apply in 
person only Crall Prod
ucts Co 11787 Hwv 
152 West. Pampa. TX '

NEED Money Now.' 
We will give you lop S$ 
for vour house Call us 
I.xlay.665-I875 

We
Buy & Sell Hinises 

Call us Uxlay" 
665-1875

95 Furn. .Apts.

IVicc Rd . F’jiiipa
NEEDED lull-Timc 
('ook' Apply at St 
Ann's Nursing Home in 
Panhandle. 537-31^4

HOUSE Cracking’ In 
bricks or walls’ Child 
ers Brothers. Inc HÍKI 
:9»> 9563. K(K> Ì52

NLFJ) experienced 
roustabout, back htie 
operator, cdl driver for 
belly dumps ¿k oilfield 
winch trukk driver ( all 
XIK>-273-273K

('OX Fence ('ompany 
Repair old feiKe or 
bmit) new Free esti 
mates Call 669-7769

ri'.XAS Rose .Steak 
house is hiring ( '(K>ks ¿k 
Servers Apply in per 
son No phone calls'

IL Chester IrutJuilg
IS' now hiring 
HOT SHOT (1)1. 
I)RIVF!RS who lake 
pride in their work 
and are not drug ad
dicts or drunks We 
offer competitive pay. 
monthly Nmuscs and 
we have steady w<irk' 

Call Rick 
at 806-6654)379

S.AFl.TY Irainer Sale 
ty background w train 
ing exp and computer 
skills lielptui Bi lingual 
a plus SoHK* travel 
.Send resume to PO 
Box 11 72. Pampa. Tx

L(X)KING for bright 
personalities ¿k energet
ic people for breakfast, 
front desk, night audi
tor. ¿ii maintenance 
.Avail immediately 
Fxp a -f but not neces
sary Apply m person. 
Holiday Inn Express. 
31 19 Perryton Pkwy

R(X)M For Rent. SHK) 
wk. alt bills paid inci 
cable lYivate entrance 
806-661-8508

69 Mise.

NEEDED hstablisficd 
Nail Tech Apply in 
perst>n to oMicc mgt 
Eternal Bliss MedSpa 
.302.3 Perryton Pkwy, 
Sie 2(8>. (above Family 
Medicine).669 2547

a d v e r t is in g ; m h-
leriul lo be placed in 
the Pampa News 
MUST he placed 
through the Pampa 
News Offue Only.

W ASHER, dryer, table, 
chairs, relrig. stove. 
r<H.kers. china cabinets, 
freezer, etc 662-7557

Cl R AMK' tile work, 
stucco, cement Renuxl- 
eling. fliHir. slniwer. 
kitchen Texture, paint
ing. dry wall Free esti 

34^3 leave mes 
sage. Icsus Barraza

11 I MÄiS help you w 
vi'ur ctincrete needs 
Free ! st l)<v or Mike 
6Í39 ^00().f>64 20tH)

JH Concrete, all lypes 
of coiKrete incl stamp, 
stain, fence, pools Free 
est 806-3K2-540X

I4s Plumbing'
JA('K'S Plumbing 
715 W Foster 
fì65 71 IS

Mac Supply Inc. 
Electrical 

Contractors
We arc seeking an experienced 
individual in office manage
ment and accounting btwk- 
keeping. Offering competitive 
salary & great benefits.

Please send resume to 
P.O. Box 1157 

Pampa. TX 79066 
or email to:

service (g’ macsupplvinc .net

Anchor
OrilUnq Flulcto liSA. H>c

Crowin)> Drilling Fluids Company has opc-ninRs for 
Full-Time Drivers in Canadian, TX.

Applicimt must possess Class A C'DI. with H azm at endorsem ent. 
Candidate should be able to operate a forklift, and heavy liftin); 
will be required. (>ood safety practices a re  a MUST!
Company offers competitive pay and full benefits incl. medical, 
dental, vacation, holiday pay and 40IK

Please contact 806-323-9233 
o r fax resum e to 806-323-9288

S E L L r C A R

. 2 » ' d . ^^  4 P  ‘

rRO rESSM M IA L

Flue Clwaw«*̂  VwipUiy AP Flu# Cl*ew#U<« Lhepte, At>

$C 9$S 9M r M e a  ...ife , AT' ■pr fM* far AC per FBtJi It AD

A  — Afa A M  A M *(R tm
3  M w ifa fa  M in im u m  11 montfae. fafarT 2 month Hwl

A X Y D l . B A A X R  
is 1. C) N Cl F E L L O W

One letter stands lor anolher. In this sample, A is used 
for the three 1,'s, X for the two O's, etc. Single lelters, 
apostrophes, the length and fomiation of ihc word-s are all 
hints. p4teh day the ctxle Idlers are different.
2-27 CRYFrOQCOTE

B D F V F ’ N R L Q D  Bl  X F  N C Z B

U I V  Q D C T T F M A Z M A  U C B F

Z M N B F C F IIJ F 1. Q J Z M A X F D Z M E

Z B .  — E Z C M C  B V Z T T Z M A  
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: TO AVOID MISTARRS 

AND REGRETS. ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR W ffE  
BEFORE ENGAGING IN A FLIRTATION. —  E.W. 
HOWE

Q M T T D S S m f n

PATTERSON UTI DRILLING 
HIRING EVENT

February 28th and 29th
P atto rao n -U n  D rillin g  la  Saaktng Both  

E xp aiian cad  O il R ig W orkara and Ind ividuals  
lo r O ur Now to  In d u stry  Program
Exparlancad Worfcar« Hiring Event 

will be held on Febniary 28th from Sam to 12:30pm 
Naw to Induatry Program Cvant 

I  wW bahaldonFabruary29(hfrom  10amto2pm

T e x a s  W o rk F o rc e  S o lu tio n  C e n te r  
1 2 0 6  W e s t 7 th  S t • A m a rillo , T X  7 9 1 0 5

Don t M is s  This E xc it ing  O ppo rtun ity !

All real estate adver
tised herein i.s subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, whK'h 
makes il illegal to ad
vertise "any prefer
ence. limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race. coIih . religion, 
sex. handicap, familial 
status or national ori
gin. or inlcntion to 
make any such prefer 
ence. limitation, or 
discnniination " State 
law also forbids dis
crimination based on 
these factors We will 
nor knowingly accept 
any advertising for re
al estate which is in vi
olation of the law All 
persons are hereby in- 
tomied that all dwell
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 

pporluiiily basis

APARTMENTS
I, 2 and 3 bediooms 
with rent slatting as 
low as $415 / mo.
P(K>I and on-site laun
dry. W/D hookups in 
all 2 A 3 bdrms 

«45-7149

MINUTES from down- 
lown-efTiciencies. Short 
term leaves avail. 806- 
665-4274.

QuaimcatfaNH Apply) 
Appiicatkm
Waived and Security 
Deposit in 2 payment) 
If you apply and are 
■pproved

15V7 Alcock 
Mfe-440-0054

I and 2 bdr. avail, now 
at the Gwendolen Apts, 
l-argest square footage 
in Pampa. 665-1875 
NO transportation, not a 
problem. These large I 
bdr. apts. w/ appliances, 
arc in walking distance 
to everything you need. 
665-4274.

ê t
102 Bus. Rental

SCHNEIDER Apart
ments. Call for special 
rales Short term lease. 
Business people wel
come. 665-0415

DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. Utilities 
& cleaning service pro
vided. Ample parking 
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent . 669-6841.

98 Unfurn. Houses
PICK up rental list, in FOR Rent 1541 N. H<v 
the Black Box, at 125 S. hart. Prime retail. 3XX)0 
HfHiston, Pampa. sq. ft. Call 595-0234.

FT RNISHED n>onis in 
While Deer, utilides 
and kable included 
Wceklv or numlhly 
rentals ('all tor details 
665-1875

Pampa Realty Inc. 669-0007
Ontupc P am p a  MLS & Amarillo MLS

I
]12 N Gray St Pampa. Tx 79066

R eal E s ta te  F o r 
T h e  R ea l W o rld

Jim Davidson (BKR/OWNR)...,662-9021
Linda Lopocko, GRI, ePfO.....662-9611
Andrea WaBng.................... 664-6227
ZebSolOtS............................. 664-0312
Donna Courter..................... 59&0779
Kolrina Bighom..................... 898-8510
J(3hn Goddoíd (BKR)............596-1234
Sandra Schuneman (BKR)....662-7291

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT Norm a r d  N ortheast
2200 Dogwood Ln.............$192,500.....................4/2/2 - 2629 SF/GCAD
2732 Beech Ln.................. $182,500..................... 2/2/2 - 2298 SF/GCAD
1130WillistonSt.............. $147,900....................4 /2 /2-2711 SF/GCAD
2541 Christine S t..............$129,500............... 3/1.75/2 - 2050 SF/GCAD
1612 Evergreen St...............$89,900..................4/1.5/0 - 2320 SF/GCAD
1131 E Harvester Av............$82,500................2/1.75/1 - 1479 SF/GCAD

LAMAR SCHOOL DISTRICT Soum v/esi
1114 S Faulkner St............. $52,000.......... ......... 3 /1 /0 -1 4 4 0  SF/GCAD
TRAVIS SCHOO DISTRICT '.Vei* a n d  N ortr./.esf
8463 Western SI.+6.33 acres. $225,000....................2/1/2 - 1225 SF/GCAD
919 Sierra Dr....................$149,000..................... 4/2/2 - 1761 SF/GCAD
1424-1426 Dwight........... $149,000 ..................... 2704 SF/GCAD Duplex
1532 Christy St..................$130,000................3/1.75/2 -1450  SF/GCAD
2113 Lynn S t....................$125,900..................... 4/2/2 - 2077 SF/GCAD
1829 Zimmers S t................$85,000............... 3/1.75/2 -1511 SF/GCAD
2125 Lynn S t...................... $74,900................3/1.75/2 - 1521 SF/GCAD
1612 Sumner St..............  $64,900..........   3/2/2 -1073 SF/GCAD
WILSON SCHOOL DISTRICT Soijmeas’ a
612 Powell St.......................$56,000. .371/0 -1166 SF/GCAD
OTHER AREAS Outi ri‘:̂ f !) <. ' ,
415 Hattie S t, Miami........$135,000....................... 3/2/2 1462 SF/RCAD
612 Ware Av, Groom.........$130,000 .............  3/1.75/4 -1637 SF/CCAD
503 Ware Av, Groom.........$128,000................4/2.75/1 - 2828 SF/CCAD
804-806 W Jackson Ave, WD $120,000........ 4/2/2 - 2536 SF/CCAD duplex
708 Daftodil, WD................$115,000.......................3/2/2 1772 SF/CCAD
107 Mam St., Skellytown ....$68,500.......................3/2/0 1462 SF/CCAD
400 S. Popham, WD............ $67,900.................... 3/1/0 -1494  SF/CCAD
600 W 3rdA v,W D .............. $67,500.....................  3/1/1 -1100 F/CCAD
129 Abilene, Borger.............$42,900 ................... 3/1.5/1 1176SF/HCAD
609 Gull, Lefors...................$34,995..............   2/1/1 - 896 SF/GCAD
c o m m e r c ia l  PROPERTv S t /
Perryton Parkway...... $2,503,828..............9.58 acres east of hoqiital
120 S. Gillespie St..... $4,100/mo............Fa Lease - 7,372 SF/GCAD
11756 Hwy 152....... $2,500,000.... 12 acres, 2 bldgs 25,000 SF each
3(Mh & Charles St..... $1,400,000 .......45.9 acres of land N of Walmart
FM 14 Rd, Lefors......... $530,000.................. 530 acres w/wata well
30th & Charles........... $435,600...................... 5 acres in city Nmits
220 N Ballard..............$395.000....U Comm. 4 bath 6,782 SF/GCAD
500 W Hanresta Av.$350,000..............................Lots south of United
746 S Price Rd............$350,000.... 3 Ac. -b 14,400 warehouse offices
302-308 W Posta....... $309,900..... 4 Retail Outlets 10,874 SF/GCAD
117 -121 BaHard........ $230,000..................   24,500 SF/QCAD
18Ò1 AlcockSt............$185,000.....OMceBuÉtig, 3,100 SBtQCM)Ca46
845 SHohat1/900WI® St. $175.000.....................4 Lots-b 1(T on north
420 W Posta Av..........$165,000............Houaton Lumb & Gas Station
HarvestaSt.........$150,000...............................80 x 110 Blog Lots
FM 2300 & 1 -40, Groom. $145,000.....................Quonset & 8-b/- acres
1435 Alcock St.............$135.000....2 BWg. 3200 BFIQCm, 1,020 SF/GC«
1421 Hobart St............$105,000..........Smoke House 1816 SF/GCAD
523 W Fostw Av............$85,000...............  7,598 SF/GCAD
301 & 305 W Posta Av...$75.000.............. ......3,500 SF/GCAD each
23rd & Crescent Dr...... $65,000-------- Lot 4 Bk 1 North Crest Sec 1
405 W Fostw Av............$65,000....................2,000 SF/GCAD€ WA
220 E Francis..............$57,500----------- 1/1 745 SF/GCAD Comm.
401 WFostorAw............$47XX»,-2j009FiaM)triamnl8(MM(iDin
Chaumont AMMon.........$35jX)0 .........................Loti 18.2 Block 2
Dogwood Ln , .............$22,000............... ,;...lj0t* 15-17 & 40' of 16
WsH St................. .......$15,000...... ................. ........... 1/2 Block
Frasa Annex #3 28th.....$10,000...................    Lot 8, W45’ Bk 71
Holly Lot 10.................. $10,000.............. Realdenttal Lot 85' x 120'
Dogwood Ln................... $9,000...................Lot 2 & 40.35’ of Lot 1
Jupiter St ............ ....$8,000.— Lot 3 Bk 4 Country Club Heights
J u ^  St................. ...$6ÌS00..... Lot 7 Bl( 3 Cointry Cktb Hfajhls

•«•a« •
aWOMWyi

Office Hourr M-F 8-5, Saturday 9-2, 
Sunday call our aaants.

visit our w«b pog« Ot: www^XMnptMfaollor.oom
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SlSOXXn. 712 Haaal. TUMBLEWEED 
6620074 or 393-0104. ^ ctm. Storm Sbehen.

ftaoed. bar. bldg, avail. 
6630079.006-2230

Subscribe!
806̂ 9-2525

Cafl crib», bbck wWk bbe 
flaniM. 00 cabb lack 
wbb Bi( Bora Kk. oat- 
lom wbeeb. Rafcod oM. 
too» of daome. S13XXX) 
or beM ofbr. Alwnyi 
kepi b  parape. Call 
(006)663-3037.

A u to  B o d y R o o fin g A d v e r t is in g P u m p in g  S e r v .

P R E S T  I G E
A '.!nbn il\ i i  A‘

Waf
buck acoaeaoriaa and a aMa«f- 

the-art ooOiaion canbr. VlbaOwr K% 
rapaking your vahicb back to t$  
factoiy took or addtog automoOve 
accaaaoriaa, our prabarionaly 

bainad Stan (Mltaka cam of you.

(806) 665-3500
1 0 1 S . H o b a rt l> iiiip> .T X

“SriTvIng Satisfirid 
Customrirs Sine# 1978.” 

Conabuebon Inaurance
Sarvicaa Claims
/kvatatb^fflllW w alcom e

F R E E  E s tim a te s !
1501 4th Ave. Canyon, TX

Advwrtls« Your 
B usinoss Horol

Call Th^
Pampa News at 
806-669-2525 to
place your ad in 
“The Shopper's 
Square” today!

REED’S
PUMPING
SERVICE
Let Reed’s Meet 

Your Needs!
.S i'|)lii' ( li'iiiiiiic  \  .Mon-!

8 0 6 - 6 6 9 - 3 6 8 2

To p lace an a tl in Jin; Pampa News ' Shopper's Square, ca ll us at 806 -669-2525 ' G et N oticed G et Results.
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B i\nanaGrAm ^|
( Rearrange the letters 01 each arord below and 
^  place them In the blanks so that, together artth 

the two letters that have already bean placed, 
they form a new word.

R ' ^ r i  D.

or m r i

e i

C O I L

:m

Yesterday’s Answer; CENTIPEDE. 
BALLADEER, COSMONAUT 227 A

Dear Abby...
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
longtime reader with a ques- 

•* tion I have never seen in your 
, column: Why don’t they put 

something in pet food to keep 
, dogs and cats from getting 
' pregnant? Then people could 

control the pet population 
and it would stop the killing. 
-  HARRISONBURG. VA.. 
REAESR

DEAR READER: Your 
' idea b intriguing. However, 
the reason that contracep
tive pet food doesn’t exfat 
may have oometliing to do 
with the cost. Afao, the ef- 

. fective doae might vary 
according to the size and 
weight of the animals. If 
a Great Dane wan’t feel- 
faig partkniaity hnugry 
one day, it coaid wind sq> a 
‘Httk” bit pregnant. (Coio- 
vene|y,a Chihnahna with a 
large appetite could end ap 
sterfle for Mfe.)

Serioasly, I took yoor 
qaestkm to Dr. John Whi- 
ters, a respected veterinar
ian in Bmrcity HBb, Cn- 
W., who told me there « «  
reoearch trials gotag on 
involving oral eontrae^ 

: tives to control the wfld 
animal popnlatfam, snch 
ae coyolea. tf one day it fa 
made avaihdile for donoMtk 
petp, it would hove to be by 
prescriptfoa only and dlo- 
peuaed by a vcteoinarhm to 
tnaurt the doeage fa correct

DEAR ABBY: My hus
band, ”Lm.” oyoys cooking 
and inviting f r i e ^  to join us

for dinner. I respect people’s 
likes and dislikes when it 
comes to certain foods, but 
Les does not. We have dis
cussed it on many occasions 
and he feels people should be 
“open-minded, not picky or 
finicky.” We are
having two guests over for 
dinner soon. One does not 
like onions and the other 
doesn’t care for mushrooms. 
I reminded Les of this, but 
he’s detennined to piqxire 
his spaghetti sauce with lots 
of onions and mushrooms. 
This upaets me. As the host
ess, I’m embemssed. Am I 
wrong to feel this way? — 
JUST THE SOUS-CHEF, 
DBS MOINES. IOWA 

DEAR JUST THE 
SOUS-CHEF: That your 
huebaad would deliberately 
aerve gneots aouMthing hie 
kaaws they diolftc shows 
Mm to be mM ceutortd and 
nnwflhig to extend true 
iMMpitality. I don’t blame 
yon for feeling cuahar-

Dou’t be eurprimd If 
leMvBH'BWcol

torà
a LARGE
Ic brSRd 01
won’t go 01

«Id have l i b e  B ghsItoR 
’ pmrfriiBMtet to accept a

"dEAR*̂  ABBY: I have

been married 35 years. The 
children are grown and on 
their own now. I am healthy, 
but find I have absolutely 
no interest in my spouse — 
sexual or otherwise. Habits of 
his that I overlooked in earlier 
years really turn me off now.

Don’t say “get counsel
ing.” I don’t want to become 
close or intimate with him 
again. I’m not the type to 
cheat, so I guess I’ll just be 
thankful for the good years I 
had with my young children.

I have chosen to stay in 
this marriage so my children 
and grandchildren won’t have 
to split time visiting. After so 
many years, staying is Just 
easier. Has anyone ever writ
ten to you with a similar situa
tion? -  UNFULFILLED IN 
THE MIDWEST

DEAR UNFUL
FILLED: Yes, usually after 
the crisis that happened be
cause the woman’s husband 
felt abandoned and looked 
ehewhere for the caring 
and affection he wasn’t re- 
ccivhig at home.

The relattoaship yon 
hove described isn’t a mar
riage; it’s an “arrange- 
Bscat.” If this fa what yon 
and your hnsband are wB- 
ing to settk for in order to 
spare yoor chBdren and 
grandchildren the inexmve- 
■ience of vfaiting yon sepa
rately, then yon both hove 
My sympathy.
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More Fort Hood soldiers Mth children going on relief
* AUSTIN (AP) —  A growing number o f  Fort Hood 
to ld ien , ’peftkulariy tfaoee w M  children, are turning 
op at area food pantries because they’re unable to make 
ends meet on their m ilhaty salaries, according to a 
Qewspi4>er study.
* A review o f Defense Conunissmy Agency reports 
for Fort Hood and the nation’s mihtary installations 
show Fort Hood’s food pantry has served nearly 5,000 
military families since 2008, and food stamp usage at 
on-post cottunissaries has grown from about $285,000 
in 2001 to $1.4 million last year, the Austin American- 
Statesman reported Saturday.

Lower-ranking enlisted members with families can 
fall below the federal poverty line, depending on how 
many children they have, said Jermifer Cemoch, presi
dent of the Texas chapter o f Operation Homefront. 
The nonprofit civilian organization provides financial 
assistance to military families.

“They are not malcing a lot o f money for the brav
ery they are showing for our country,” she told the 
American-Statesman.

Fort Hood is home to as many as 50,000 soldiers and 
the military’s busiest hub over the past 10 years for 
troop deployments to Iraq. Just outside the main gate 
is Killeen, a city o f about 130,000 residents —  many

o f them military. The picture there, outside the gale, is 
just as stark.

Sprinkled throughout a swelling crowd o f  about 100 
people outside the Killeen Food Care Center recently 
were men and women in U.S. Army uniforms, waiting 
with the others for their 10 days’ food rations for their 
families.

In line at the off-post food pantry was S g t Sandy 
Comet, 28, recently returned Iraq war veteran, who 
waited in line with her husband and two o f their five 
children.

”I got the information from two other soldiers,” she 
told the American-Statesman. ”It’s a lot o f  them that 
come here, but they change their clodies because I 
guess it 's  embarrassing. A lot don’t like to ask for 
help.”

A private first class with four years’ experience 
makes $23,774 a year in base pay and, if  living off- 
post, housing compensation that can top $15,000 a 
year. Even so, a soldier with five children would still 
be living close to what federal officikls regard as 
impoverishment.

Compounding those woes are high-interest loans 
many soldiers carry that arc offered by payday loan 
offices near Fort Hood.

”Whan you look at their resooroas, they a n  ipwaUng 
so much on the loans they don’t  have winagh to  pay 
for utilities, gas or rent," Casey Jackson, a  f i n a n ^  
specialist at Poet Hood who advisss so ld k n , told the 
newspaper.

Army Emergency R elief Assistance, an on-poet 
noiqxofit, offers intenat-ftas, IS-monlh loans o f  up 
to  $1,500 as well as largar loans at low iais n s t  raloe. 
Many soldiers use the service, but many choose to go 
outside the gates for payday or auto title loans, siud 
Pat Swamier, an Army Emergency R elief specialist at 
Fort Hood. The on-iwet loons reouire a  conmumdar’s 
signature, w hidi offrnds many soidion’ pride.

”They don’t  want the command to know,” Swatmer 
said.

Jackson, a counselor at Fort Hood’s Personal 
Financial Assistance Center, said; ”We are constantly 
working to change that mindset: It’s not a negative, so 
quit viewing h  as such.”

Nevertheless, with the return o f  thousands o f troops 
fixMn overseas deployments, off-post food banks in 
Killeen are gearing up.

”We get a surge whenever there is a  group returning 
from overseas,” said Killeen Food Care Center pantry 
administrator John Ott.

Trial
brother, Gordon, was also killed on 

the rig, had planned to drive in from 
Baton Rouge with other relatives to 
attend the start o f  the trial. He said he 
has mixed feelings about the prospect 
of a settlement that would eliminate 
the need for a trial. Jones said he 
would disappointed if BP manages 
to "write a check to solve their prob
lems."

"1 was ready to go to trial and see 
their feet held close to the lire,” he 
.said Sunday after learning o f the post
ponement. "It seems like the easy way 
out to pay whatever the plaintiffs are 
willing to take.”

Jones, an attorney, said he’s not sur
prised that the oil giant would seek to 
avoid a long, costly trial.

"1 know that is part o f the game, so 
to speak," he said. “As long as they’re 
paying a lot o f money for the damage 
they caused, it would give me some 
relief."

Ihe decisions and actions that led 
to the explosion and spill already 
have been painstakingly investigated

by the Coast Guard, federal regulators 
and a presidential commission. Their 
probes concluded that BP, rig owner 
Transocean Ltd. and H alliburton 
deserve to share the blame for a string 
o f risky decisions that were designed 
to save time and money.

T ransocean  spokesm an  Lou 
C olasuonno w ouldn’t com m ent on 
whether the company, which owned 
the Deepwater Horizon rig, was par
ticipating in settlement talks.

“This deal does not change the facts 
o f  the case and Transocean is fully 
prepared to go to trial,” he said o f 
B P’s settlement talks with the plain
tiffs.

The massive scope o f the case —  a 
m aze o f claim s and counterclaim s 
between the com panies, federal and 
state governm ents and p la in tiffs’ 
attorneys — has elicited com parisons 
to the tobacco litigation o f the 1990s.

Roughly 340 p la in tiffs’ lawyers 
have worked on the case. 6 P  has spent 
millions o f dollars on experts and law 
firms. More than 300 depositions have

Spending
toward continued economic growth in 
2012 and a spending/retail sector that 
should advance into a new round of true 
growth and expansion”

These reports reflect that the Texas 
Panhandle and South Plains economies 
continue to gradually improve, in spite 
ol the drought of 2011," said J. Pat

Library
encNclopcdias. multime
dia. e-books and other 
sources.

1 o access these resourc
es, vou will need a librar> 
card and a four digit pin 
number People inter
ested in getting a library 
card need to have a Texas 
driser's license with their

current address, but they 
can get a computer only 
library card without their 
driver’s license, which 
gives access to the library 
computer lab.

From a home computer, 
the card and pin num
ber can also be used to 
renew items, place holds

CRP
Lmergency grazing o f CRP acreage 

had been authorized by the USDA in 
response to the ongoing drought condi
tions plaguing the state. For any CRP 
acres used for grazing under the em er
gency provisions, a 25 percent CRP

I k -

been taken. M illions o f  pages o f  legal 
briefs have been filed, ^ e  Justice 
Departm ent lawyer said it would take 
him 210 years to read all the pages 
subm itted into the record i f  he read 
1,000 pages a day.

Barbier, a former president o f  the 
Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association 
and appointee o f  P resident Bill

coni, fixxn page 1

Clinton, has a reputatioa for s p e ^ y  
but fair trials. He will hear and decide 
the case witfiout a ju ry . Each trial 
phase is expected to last tw o to  three 
months, wifri breaks in between. Even 
if  all parties settle their claim s before 
or during the trial, it could take several 
months for claim s to be paid.

cont. from page 1

Hickman, chairman and CEO of Happy 
State Bank. “We remain cautiously opti
mistic about our bank’s trade area. We 
will keep a watchful eye on the over
all national economy, all government 
spending and we pray that our local 
drought is over.

cont. from page 1

on items and check out 
e-books for Kindles, 
Nooks, iPads and other 
e-readers.

For more information, 
call the library at 669- 
5780, or visit its website 
at www.pampalovettme- 
morial.org.

cont. from page 1

payment reduction will be in effect.
For more inform ation about CRP 

em ergency grazing, contact the Gray 
County FSA office at 806-665-6561 
or visit the FSA on the Web at www. 
fsa.usda.gov/tx.

S aving  fo r th e  fu tu reP

As a local bank with 29 years 
In this community, we’re 

committed to meetinq your 
needs both today and 

In the future.

Wa oftm  Checking, 
Savings accounts and 

I nan services.

Ask about Checking t  Online 
Banking Services
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GaryWinton: RealtortfiVOffice Manager 
806-440-1698

1712 N. Hobart •(806 )665 -4595
We will help you buy or sell your home!
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