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Earlier time for 2012 showcase to accommodate kids
■ Over 100 tables, 12 -15  performances slated 
for M onday evening's second annual event

Arnk Aurellano
editor^hepampanews.com

The start of the second annual Pampa 
Independent School District Educational 
Showcase has been rolled back to accom­
modate the little ones.

The event, which is set for Monday at 
Pampa High School, will kick off at 5:30 
p.m., half an hour earlier than last year.

“We were thinking about the young­
er children,” said Sabrina East, family 
involvement coordinator for the PISD. 
“We considered the parents who were

CORONADO CONSTRUCTION

bringing their younger children, knowing 
that a lot o f times, bedtimes are around 
8, 8:30. We wanted to be sure that they 
could bring their young kids and get 
home in time.

“We’re really trying to think o f the 
family, and we thought that time would 
work out better. People could just get a 
quick bite after work and then just sprint 
right over to the showcase, get home and 
get their kids to bed.”

East, a member of the central commit­
tee in charge o f organizing the showcase.

McNUGGETS

staff photo by Amim AunMano

David Hodges of Amarillo’s Grant Construction uses a bucket excavator to reduce the McDonald’s budding at Hobart 
and Somerville to bite-sized pieces. McDonald’s area supervisor Carol Schuffert said in August that the restaurant’s 
rebuild is expected to take two months.

said that the group met on Tuesday to 
disctiss stmie final details for the event.

“We (talked) about some signage issues 
and just some real basic logistic things,” 
East said. “We had to add three tables, so 
we’re putting those onto our map.”

The added tables. East said, brings 
the total to a little over a hundred, just 
a few more than the district had last 
year. To ease congestion, the district has 
reorganized the layout o f the showcase 
from last year, moving more exhibits to 
SHOWCASE cont on page 12

Pampa NRCS
announces
programs

Arnk Aurellano
edttorOthepampanews com

C onservation is crucial during 
times o f  dry weather and adverse 
conditions, and wjth Gray County 
still recovering from the severe 
drought that plagued the area dur­
ing much o f  2011, the United States 
D epartm ent o f  A gricu lture has 
announced the cost-share program 
available to  farm ers and ranchers in 
the area.

According to a news release from 
the U SD A ’s N ational Resources 
Conservation Service in Pampa, the 
program s available to producers in 
2012 are the Environm ental Quality 
Incentives Program  (EQ IP), the 
A gricultural W ater Enhancem ent 
Program (AW EP) and the W ildlife 
Habitat Incentives Program (W HIP).

These program s encourage pro­
ducers to  steward their resources 
by offering ftmds for implementing 
conservation practices on their eligi­
ble agricultural land. Through EQIP, 
for example, the NRCS provides 
financial assistance to ranchers for 
practicing livestock w ater develop­
ment (the use o f  wells, pipelines, 
tubs and pum ps), fencing and brush 
m anagem ent. EQIP also offers an 
incentive on expired Conservation 
PNCXSflAlfS oonL on page 12

One sent to hospital 
after Tuesday wreck

Molue Bryant
edtorOthapempenaws.com

An accident that occurred early Tuesday afternoon on U.S. 
Hwy. 60 about seven miles east o f  Pampa left one driver with 
minor injuries.
; According to the Texas Department o f Public Safety, a 2001 

Chevrolet Impala, driven by Brenda Tonielli o f  Cwiadian, was 
headed westbound on U.S. Hwy. 60 when it tried to pass on the 
eastbound lane.

The Chevy then hit the rear tires o f a 2006 Peterbilt semi truck, 
driven by Drayton Roberts o f  Pampa, headed eastbound on U.S. 
Hwy. 60.

Tonielli sustained minor ityuries, and was transported to 
Amarillo for medical treatm ent 

The DPS is still investigating the condition o f  the driver.

staff photo by kkM a Bryant
A T u n sd ay  acclcto n to n U .S . Hwy. 60 sent the 2001 Chevrolet Impeia of Canadian’s Brenctei 
T o n ie i off the roadway. To n ie i sustained minor trijuries in the collision gnd was taken to 
AmariNo for nriedical treatrriarit.
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PAMPA FORECAST
Today Friday Saturday

41
Low 17

51
Lom( 26

H q̂  47 
iiJM  23

Today: '
Sunny, with a high near 41. WirKl chill values 

between zero and 10. Breezy, with a north 
rK)Tthwe8t wind between 15 arid 25 mph, with 
gusts as higih as 35 mph.

Toniglit:
Clear, with a low arourxJ 17. Wirxj chill values 
between 8 arxl 13. North rxxthwest wirxl 5 to 
10 mph becoming west southwest.

Friday:
Sunny, with a high near 47. West southwest 
wirxt between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday Night:
Partly cloudy, with a low around 23. West wind 
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday:
Mostly sunny, with a high near 51. North north­
west wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday Night:
Partly cloudy, with a low gŵ ound 26. South 
southeast wind around 5 mph.

OThis information brought to you by...

E S T  l O E
AUTOBODY ¿ ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500
P r o t e c t  y o « r  f a m i l y  a r m  a  g r i l l o  

g a a r d .  R a a c l i  N a a d  o r  C a t n o m a n

L ast M inute A ds
The Pampa News is not responsible for the content 

of paid advertisement

CAJUN DINNER by
PHS Softball Booster Club, 
Tues. Jan 31, 5-7pm 9  PHS 
Commons. Jambalaya, 
Etouffee', Gumbo, Shrimp 
& Bowtie Pasta, Bread 
Pudding, All You Can Eat 
$20/ticket. Call 669-2232, 
663-1365 for tickets.

RED RIVER
STEAKHOUSE

Mflean. TX
(806)-77<i-8940
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Obituaries

Kotara

Lonnie Edward Kotara, 94
• p

Lonnie Edwwd Kotarm, 94, 
pasaed away January 7, 2012 m 
Athena, where be had resided 
aince 2003 with hia son, Ronakl 
KoUra.

He was born February 6, 1917, 
in White Deer, to Edward and 
Gertrude Kotara. Lonnie gradu­
ated from White Deer High 
School where be played football 
and then worked on the family 
farm until he joined the Army in 
1942, serving as a m edk in the 
American a ^  Asiatic Pacific 
theaters until he was discharged 
in January, 1946. He married La 
Verne Austin on leave in 1942, 
and they resided in P a n ^  af­
ter his military service. Lonnie 
worked in the water well business 
until his retirement.

Lonnie was the quintessential 
story teller. He entertained his 
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and others 
with his many stories based on his experiences and world 
view, amazing everyone with his vivid and colorful rec­
ollections o f events from long ago and his sense o f hu­
mor about the many challenges he had lived through and 
overcame. He was an avid sports tiui. The Texas Rangers 
Baseball team was always on his mind as were the horse 
racing exploits o f his son, Ronnie.

Lonnie was preceded in death by his parents, Edward 
Henry and Gertrude Szepanik Kotara; his wife o f 62 
years. La Verne Austin Kotara; great-grandson, Allen 
Harlton Sheffield; brother, Conrad Kotara; sisters, Proxie 
Hendricks and husband Otho, Severin Jones, and Lillian 
Kotara.

Survivors include his sister, Dallen Romack (Joe); two 
sisters-in-law, Christine Austin Waters and Frances Ko­
tara; daughter, Sherrian Batson-Hill (Steve) o f Angleton; 
sons, Ronald Kotara of Athens, Larry Kotara (Kitten) of 
Lubbock, and Gary Kotara of Pampa, as well as seven 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 14, 2012, at Memory Gardens Chapel o f Peace, 
2215 North Price Road, Pampa, TX 79065.

Prav ers will be said for Lonnie in a mass on January 13, 
2012, at 9;30 a m. at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
WTiite Deer.

In lieu of flowers, the family wishes that a donation 
be made to the Wounded Warrior Project; www.wound- 
edwarriorproject.org/; Wounded Warrior Project, 4899
Belfort Road, Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256

Elarriet LaFem Smiley, 62
FIRST BAPTIST Church 

of Pampa is now on Pampa's 
CableOne Channel 8. Sunday 
11:00 am and 6KK1 pm ser­
vices.

Harriet LaFem Smiley, 
62, died January 10, 2012, 
in Pampa.

Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Friday, January 13,2012, at 
Carmichaei-Whatley Co­
lonial Chapel, with Pastor 
Ronnie Goode, associate 
pastor of Trinity Fellow­
ship Church, officiating.

Burial will be at Miami 
Cemetery under the direc­
tion o f Carmichaei-What­
ley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Smiley was bom
Smiley

For the record

Mildred Lillian Cooper, 95

(Dooper

Mildred LUliao Cooper,
93. died Janiaty  9, 2012, 
in Fort Worth.

Services are pending 
with Carmiefaad-Whadey 
Funeral D vecton.

Mrs. Cooper was born 
May 6, 1916, m Wilbarger 
County. She had been a 
resident o f Pampa since 
she was twelve years of 
age, and she was a gradu­
ate o f Pampa High School.
She married J.L. Cooper 
on July 16, 1933, in l^ c h -  •
ha Falls. He preceded her in deatii in 1990. She was a 
member o f  Central Baptist Church. She was a quiet, but 
strong woman fbtged by the depression era, who watched 
her husband go to the Pacific in World War II and raised 
a finnily durhig the expansion o f the Panhandle oil field 
industry. She was a creator o f beautiful prize-winning 
yard floral displays and o f colorful, intricate crochet. In 
her later years she became and avid Texas Rangers fan 
and looked forward to every game. •

Sinvivots itKlude a son, Bobby Mack Cooper and 
wife Barbara o f Pampa; a daughter, Sandra liike  and 
husband Ray o f Fort Worth; six grandchildren, Debbie 
Amaral and husband Tom o f Fallon, Nev., Kathy Mills 
also o f  Fallon, Scott Cooper and wife Sandra o f Welling.- 
ton, Laimie Lake o f Burleson, Dannie Lake of Amarilld, 
and Robert Lake and wife Doris o f Fort Worth; 21 great­
grandchildren and 16 great-great-grandchildren. Mildred 
was preceded in death by two great-grandsons, Michael 
Lake and Dustin Cooper.

Sign the online register mt www.carmichael-whatley. 
com.

Johnna Kay Birkes, 45 .
AMARILLO— Johnna Kay Biikes, 45, died January 

10, 2012, in Amarillo, fol-

Birkes

April 22, 1949, in Pampa where she had lived most of 
her life. She loved spending time with her family and 
friends. She was known as “Mom” to many and was al­
ways willing to help. Harriet valued education and was 
pursuing her teaching degree throughout her illness. She 
was a master dog grooqier and owned her own business 
for years. She had a passion for animals and gardening. 
Harriet's motto was “always do a good job or don't do it 
at all.” Her laugh was unmistakable and contagious, and 
she will be missed by all.

Survivors include two daughters, Rachel Hill and hus­
band Richie o f Pampa and Anna Rutledge o f Bonham; 
a brother, John Dulaney and wife Jeri o f Houston; hus­
band, Gary Smiley of Pampa; seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Harry and Cleta Dulaney; and a nephew, John 
Wayne Dulaney.

Memorials may be made to Trinity Fellowship Church, 
2225 N. Hobart, Pampa, TX 79065, or St. Matthew's 
Episcopal School, 727 W. Browning, Pampa, TX 79065.

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-whatley. 
com.

lowing a brief Uiness.
Memorial services will 

be at 2 p.m. Saturday, Janu­
ary 14, 2012, at Polk Street 
United Methodist Church, 
with John Curry o f Pampa, 
officiating. Arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Carmichaei-Whatley Fu­
neral Directors o f Pampa.

Johnna was bom Janu­
ary 29, 1966, in Crosbyton.
She was preceded in death 
by her loving parents,
Johnnie and Barbara Brown.

Johnna graduated from Plains High School in 1984. 
She received her Bachelor o f Science degree from Texas 
Tech University in 1987 and her Master's degree from 
Texas A&M in 2(X)4 where she graduated with honors. ,

Johnna loved the theater and was in numerous piay^ 
throughout her high school and college years. She wa^ 
very creative and enjoyed refurbishing old things. John­
na was an avid reader and encouraged her children and 
students to embrace a love for reading.

Johnna was a member o f the Texas Association o f Sec­
ondary School Principals.

Johima and her husband. Dean, moved with their three 
children to Amarillo in 2005 where Johnna worked as an 
educational consultant at Region 16, assistant principal 
for Randall High School and Greenways Intermediate 
School and, most recently, principal for River Road High 
School. Johnna touched the lives o f many as her passiop 
for education was evident to all who knew her.

Johnna loved her family and is survived by her hus­
band, Dean; her daughter, Lexi Summers; sons, Jake and 
Andy; her father-in-law, Wallace Birkes o f Pampa; two 
sisters, Connie Fletcher and her husband, Bruce, o f Sa« 
Angelo, and Sue Baker and her husband, Tom, o f Coir 
lege Station; half-sister, Judy Bryant o f Dallas; sister- 
in-law, Cheryl Smith and her husband Mike, o f Ne^  ̂
Braunfels; nieces, Kristy Dexter, D'Lee Fletcher anji 
Stephanie Honsberger, nephews, Luke Fletcher, Aaron 
Baker, Lane Baker, Landon Baker, Travis Smith, and 
Clay Smith, and many great nieces and nephews. i

The family suggests donations be made to the benefit 
account that has been set up in Johnna Birkes name a) 
Amarillo National Bank. Checks can be mailed to Amar 
rillo National Bank, P.O. Box 1, Amarillo, TX 79105, 
payable to: Benefit o f  Johnna Birkes. Donations can alsp 
be made to: Johnna Birkes Scholarship Fund, Attn: Lori 
Vickers, 9500 US Hivy. 287N, Amarillo, TX, 79108. ;

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-whatley. 
com.

AUTO • HOME •aUHN»* UR ^  ^ cont. from Tues.
•^OHNSTCW •wTMBeutoswASwvic*! SherifiTs Office

INSURANCE AGENCY m 2 n  hobart
MS4l33(M6)M3Z7n Amador Leal, 37, was ar-

Brandon's! 
^ y^ d ab le. Beai

rested by deputies on a jail 
sentence.

Todd St. Louis, 33, was 
arrested by DPS officers for 
driving while intoxicated.

Trent Logan Murray, 
18, was arrested by police 
for failure to signal a lane 
change and failure to stop 
for a school bus.

Satarday, J a a a a ry  7
Amber Sky Bradford, 21, 

was arrested by police for 
theft under $50 u id  capias 
pro fine times one.

Patricia Ramirez, 33, was 
arrested by depitties for 
possession o f drug para­
phernalia.

Ronald Wolhford, 48, 
was arrested by police for 
public intoxication.

Marcos ViUarresal, 20. 
was anested by police for 
public intoxication and 
oonauniption o f alcohol by 
a minor.

Snnday, J a a a a ry  t
Ivan Santillana, 23, was

arrested by police for as­
sault causing bodily injury.

Andrea Collin Shelley, 
33, was arrested by depu­
ties on capias pro fine re­
garding no valid driver’s 
license, failure to appear in 
court and issuance o f a bad 
check.

Police Department
The Pampa Department 

reported the following inci- 
dóits for the 24 hour period 
ending Tiiasday, Jmuary 10 
at 7 a jn .

Pampa PD reported 19 
traffic related incidents.

Animal Control agents 
reported 13 animal related 
incidents.

Pampa EMS and the 
Pampa Fire Department 
responded to ftmr medical 
calls.

M anday, Ja n a a ry  9
Accidents o i r e d  at the

intersection o f Cuyler and 
Foster and the intersection 
o f 23rd and Perryton.

Suspicious persons were 
reported at the 300 block, 
o f  East Browning and the 
KXX) block o f North Mary 
Ellen.

Harassment was report­
ed.

A suspicious person w«s 
reported at the 1200 block 
o f East Darby.

A domestic disturbance 
occurred at Hobart and St^ 
etra.

Forgery was reported.
Thefts occurred at the 

1300 block o f North Coffee 
and the 100 block o f North 
Somerville.

Duorderly conduct oo- 
cuired at the 300 block df 
North Frost, the 1200 block 
o f East Foster and the 1(X) 
block o f West 30lh.

A burglary o f a motor ve­
hicle occurred at the 1000 
block o f South Neel.
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Abortíon law in limbo
,  AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —  The Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeab have ruled that Texas can imploneiit a 
pew abortioa law, but that doesn’t mean the law will be 
eofiorced anytime soon.

The law requires doctors to conduct a sooognim before 
performing an abortion, make tiie image viewable, play 
w  fetal heaitiieat and describe the fetus.
< Doctors have challenged the law. At issue is how much 
ftie state can control what a doctor tells titeir patient. 
The law’s supporters say it is necessary to make sure a 
P'oman fully understands what an abortion entails.

The appeals court said the law can go into effect Jan. 
SI, unless the doctors appeal. The judge hearing the case 
has s c h ^ l e d  arguments for Jan. 20. I f  he determines 
tile law is unconstitutional, the law will remain on hold.

Mistrial in deer antler dispute
. FORT WORTH (AP) - A mistrial has been declared 
in the official oppression trial o f  two former North 
Texas deputies who allegedly admired and then took 
some deer antlers a collector found in a park.

A Judgé in Fort Worth barred attorneys in the trial 
o f William E. Fox Jr. and George “Tom” Wood from 
mentioning the two were dismissed as deputy marshals 
after the 2010 incident. The judge declared a mistrial 
Tuesday after a witness referred to the firing.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram  reports collector 
Anthony Brown considers the shed antlers worthy o f 
trophy status.

Brown testifred the deputies gave “excuses” about 
needing to have the rack studied, then did him a 
“favor” by not citing him for illegally driving his four- 
wheeler nearby.

The defense challenged where the antlers, which 
jurors examined Tuesday, were found.

Widow: Body not my husband
GREELEY, Colo. (AP) - A woman whose husband 

was presumably killed on a lake on the Texas-Mexico 
border says she’s sad that remains found at the lake 
recently are not those o f her husband.
\ Tiffany Hartley says her husband, David, was shot in 
the head on Falcon Lake on Sept. 30, 2010, when they 
were using personal watercraft.
; She told KUSA-TV in Denver on Monday that test 
results from the Mexican government show clothing 
on a human skeleton found at the lake recently don’t 
match what her husband was wearing, and the skull 
does not have a bullet wound.

Her husband was 6 feet tall. The skeleton was 5 feet 
10 inches. The legs were bound together and it was 
partially clothed.

Tiffany Hartley now lives in La Salle, Colo.

San Antonio strikes solar deal
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - OCI Solar Power is moving 

its headquarters to San Antonio and is partnering with 
the city for a solar project that will power an estimated 
80,000 homes.

CPS Energy announced the deal Wednesday. The 
nation’s largest municipally owned utility said the part­
nership with OCI will bring solar manufacturing plants 
to San Antonio and more than 800 new jobs.

The deal calls for a 25-year purchased power agree­
ment to provide 400 megawatts o f solar energy.

OCI Solar Power was formed in 2009 and is currently 
based in Atlanta. Its parent company is South Korea- 
based OCI Co., a chemical company.

Construction o f the first solar facility in San Antonio 
is expected to begin in 2013.

Mother calls FBI on son
DALLAS (AP) - A Dallas-area bank robber whose 

mother identified him to the FBI faces up to 20 years 
in prison for three holdups last year.

Ifrosecutors say 19-year-old Anthony Blue o f Garland 
pleaded guilty Tuesday in Dallas to three counts o f 
bank robbery.

Sentencing has been set for April 9 for Blue, who 
was captured after his mother called the FBI to say she 
believed her son robbed two banks last June 14.

Investigators say Blue held up State Bank o f Texas in 
Garland, then robbed Community Bank in Rockwall by 
using the same note demanding cash.

Authorities say Blue robbed American Nation Bank 
in Quinlan last July 8 using a different note.

Decapitated bodies left at mall
MEXICO CITY (AP) - The Mexico City prosecutor’s 

office says two decapitated bodies were found inside a 
burning car at the entrance to a posh Mexico City shop­
ping mall.

A prosecutor’s statement says the heads and a threaten­
ing message were dumped nearby.

Local media published images o f the charred car at an 
entrance to the Santa Fe shopping mall early Wednesday. 
They report that a note left with the heads was signed by 
tiie drug gang “Mano con Ojos,” or “Hand with Eyes.”

The spokesman was not authorized to discuss the case 
publicly.

Santa Fe is a manicured bubble o f modem, heavily 
secured high-rises on the western edge o f tite capital. It 
is home to multinatioiud corporate offices and the homes 
o f wealthy Mexicans and foreigners.

^ gh t years for lying about rape
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - A woman accused o f a falsely 

accusing a boyfriend o f rape, leading to the man’s mur­
der, has been sentenced to eight years in prison after 
pleading “no contest” to robbery in a plea deal.

Melissa Ann Ramos was originally charged with man­
slaughter in tiie June 2007 shooting death o f Nathan 
Ramirez. The 23-year-old woman’s attorneys had asked 
for deferred adjudication probation.

The San Antonio Express-News reports she is the third 
o f four people to be sentenced in the Ramirez slaying. 
Forty-year prison terms have been assessed convicted 
triggerman John McBumett and Ramos’ other boy- 
fiiend, James “Clay” Kelly, who was convicted o f 
airanging the killing.

Stilltt) be sentenced is John “Bubba” Rodriguez, who 
testified against the others.

PICKENS, S.C. (AP) - 
Ride Petty is pouring on 
the down-home charm 
as he sedcs a campaign 
revival in South Carolina, 
betting th tt geognqihic 
kinship will pay off now 
that the GOP prreidential 
race is finally shifting to 
his comfort zone.

The Texas governor has 
settled in for two solid 
weeks o f campaigning 
ahead o f the Jan. 21 prima­
ry in a state that’s critical 
for him after he suffered 
a disastrous finish in Iowa 
and all but skif^ied New 
Hampshire.

In the past few days. 
Perry has made a point of 
chowing down on grits, 
inspecting mounted ani­
mals like the kind he’s shot 
back home, showing off 
his custom cowboy boots 
and letting his drawl hang 
out. His message: I’m one 
o f you.

Perry left his son-of-the- 
South calling card every­
where he went one day this 
week as he and his wife, 
Anita, ducked into shops 
along a classic Main Street.

“Honey, what does this 
remind you of?” Perry 
asked as they stood in a 
clothing store that sells 
flannel shirts and cowboy 
boots and has big-game 
trophies on the walls.

“Home,” she answered.
A few doors down the 

couple impressed patrons 
at a barbecue joint by rec­
ognizing okra, a Southern 
specialty, on their plates.

In town after town. Perry 
eagerly shares that he’s 
from tiny Paint Creek, a 
cotton farming outpost his 
dad referred to as “the big 
empty.” The casual “yes, 
ma’am” and the stretched 
“a’̂  in “South Carolinaah” 
sound perfectly natural as 
he greets possible voters. 
He also draws a common 
bond between Texas and 
South Carolina, whose 
citizen soldiers fought to 
help Texas gain its inde- 
peiideiKC from Mexioo in 
the 1830s.

“There wouldn’t be 
a Texas without South 
Carolina,” he says.

Perry’s challenge is 
steep: He placed a distant 
fifth in Iowa’s leadoff 
caucuses and didn't even 
bother to put up a fight 
in New Hampshire, where 
he finished last. He needs 
his fortunes to turn around 
dramatically if he has any 
hope of becoming the first 
candidate in modem nomi-

Post-split IR 
directors 
named by 
Conoco

HOU STO N (A P) 
ConocoPhillips on 

Wednesday named new 
investor relations directors 
for the companies that will 
be formed from its plaimed 
split this year.

Clayton Reasor will serve 
as investor relations vice 
president at Phillips 66, the 
oil refining company, and 
Ellen DeSanctis will serve 
in the same position for 
ConocoPhillips, the inde­
pendent exploration and 
production company.

Reasor is currently the 
invest«* relations director 
at Conoco, and DeSanctis 
most recently worked in 
corporate communications 
for Petrohawk Energy.

C o n o c o P h i l l i p s  
announced the split last 
year. It expects to complete 
the separation this year.

nation history to prevail in 
South Carolina after not 
winning either o f the two 
initial contests.

Perry offered a posi­
tive < ^ o o k  on the two 
early losses, insisting that 
the race for a conserva­
tive alternative to Romney 
remains wide open.

Just a few months ago. 
South Carolina looked like 
somewhat o f a lock for tiiis 
Republican candidate. He 
used the state to formally 
launch his campaign in 
August. His military ser­
vice, states’ rights message 
and religious conservatism 
seemed tailor-made for the 
state.

In a 60-second TV ad 
released Wednesday, Perry 
stresses his time as an Air 
Force pilot in the 1970s. 
The ad features Medal of 
Honor winners attesting to 
his character and promot­
ing him as a capable com­
mander in chief.

And Perry secured key 
backers quickly, includ­
ing former state GOP 
Chairman Katon Dawson 
and House Speaker Bobby 
Harrell.

“He was incredibly pop­
ular. He was like a rock 
star,” said Barry Wynn, a 
GOP luminary and mega­
donor in South Carolina 
who backs Perry.

Now, Wynn said, peo­
ple are “searching for that 
story line to change back 
to what it was. They’d love 
to believe again, but there’s 
a lot of head-scratching 
there.”

As is the case elsewhere. 
Perry loyalists acknowl­
edge that the good feel­
ing evaporated here as he 
stumbled through debates 
and slid from his temporary 
perch as Mitt Romney’s 
chief competition.

For all of Perry’s efforts. 
Southern ties don’t always 
matter.

Consider what hap-

peoad four years ago when 
former Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee and for­
mer Tennessee Sen. Fred 
Thompson competed here 
- and paved tiie way for 
victoiy by Arizona’s John 
McCain.

For now, Peny is compet­
ing with former Sen. Rick 
Santorum o f Pennsylvania 
and former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich of Georgia 
to be seen as the most 
socially conservative alter­
native to Romney.

Perry doesn’t hide the 
fact he plummeted in the 
race after a promising start.

‘G od gives us what we 
can’t give ourselves - and 
that’s the gift of redemp­
tion,” he told a breakfast 
crowd at a diner. “If you 
watched my debate perfor­
mances, it’s good to get 
a little bit of redemption 
every now and then, to get 
a second chance.”

Perry hopes voters here 
give him that chance and

vote for him as he wields 
a job-creation message and 
Southern qppeal.

The latter may be reso­
nating. A Pickens restau­
rant owner was downright 
giddy tiiat Perry ordered 
a cup o f grits; ^ e  let his 
campaign put a Perry sign 
in the wuulow.

And Glenn Brock, who 
runs a 54-year-old cloth­
ing store that carries the 
family name, got to bend 
the candidate’s ear for a 
few minutes about hunting 
the coyote, bears, hogs and 
other animals on the shop’s 
walls. He said he’ll be vot­
ing for Perry a week from 
Saturday.

“When it was bottomed 
out here, I couldn’t believe 
how much Texas was 
booming. They didn’t even 
realize the recession was 
going on,” Brock said. “11 
he can run the country like 
he did the state of Texas, 
the country would be a bet­
ter place.”
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Today in History
Today Is Thursday, Jan. 12, the 12th day o f 2012. 

There are 354 days left in the year.
Today’! Hlghlifht ia HMory:

‘ On Jan. 12, 1912, textile woricers at the Everett 
Mill in Lawrence, Mass., (most o f them immigrant 
women) walked off the job to protest wage cuts. 
The ’’Bread and Roses Strike,” as it came to be 
known, spread to other mills in Lawrence and 
lasted until the following March.

O b this date:
In 1773, the first public museum in America was 

organized in Charleston, S.C.
In 1828, the United States and Mexico signed a 

Treaty o f Limits defining the boundary between the 
two countries to be the same as the one established 
by an 1819 treaty between the U.S. and Spain.

In 1915, the House o f Representatives reject­
ed, 204-174, a constitutional amendment giving 
women the right to vote.

In 1932, Hattie W. Caraway became the first 
woman elected to the U.S. Senate, after serving 
out the remainder of the term of her late husband, 
Thaddeus.

In 1948, the Supreme Court ruled that state law 
schools could not discriminate against applicants 
on the basis of race.

In 1959, Berry Gordy, Jr. founded Motown 
Records (originally Tamla Records) in Detroit.

In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson said in 
his State of the Union address that the U.S. should 
stay in South Vietnam until Communist aggression 
there was ended.

In 1%9, the New York Jets of the American 
Football League upset the Baltimore Colts of the 
National Football League 16-7 in Super Bowl III, 
played at the Orange Bowl in Miami.

In 1971, the groundbreaking situation comedy 
“All in the Family" premiered on CBS television.

In 2010, Haiti was struck by a magnitude-7 earth­
quake, killing as many as 300,000 residents and 
leaving over 1.5 million people homeless.

Ten years ago: The United States intensified its 
anti-terror campaign in eastern Afghanistan, drop­
ping bombs on suspected al-Qaida and Taliban 
hide-outs.

Five years ago; Two kidnapped boys. Ben 
Ownby and Shawn Hombeck. were found alive in 
the same suburban St. Louis apartment, four days 
after Ben vanished and four years after Shawn 
disappeared. (The boys' abductor, Michael Devlin, 
is serving multiple life terms for kidnapping and 
sexual assault.)

One year ago; President Barack Obama visited 
Tucson, Ariz., the scene of a deadly shooting ram­
page, where he urged Americans to refrain from 
partisan bickering and to embrace the idealistic 
vision of democracy held by 9-year-old Christina 
Taylor Green, the youngest of the shcx>ting victims.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Luise Rainer is 
102. Country singer Ray Price is 86. Singer 
Glenn Yarbrough is 82. The Amazing Kreskin 
is 77. Country singer William Lee Golden (The 
Oak Ridge Boys) is 73. Rock musician Cynthia 
Robinson (Sly and the Family Stone) is 68. Singer- 
musician George Duke is 66. Actor Anthony 
Andrews is 64. Movie director Wayne Wang 
is 63. Radio commentator Rush Limbaugh is 
61. Actress Kirstie Alley is 61. Writer Walter 
Mosley is 60. Country singer Ricky Van Shelton 
is 60. Radio personality Howard Stem is 58. Rock 
musician Tom Ardolino (NRBQ) is 55. W'riter-
HISTORY cont. on page 5A

Analysis: Romney’s GOP critics will get more heat
Charles Babinqton

Associated Press
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WASHINGTON (AP) - Mitt 
Romney's back-to-back victories 
in Iowa and New Hampshire will 
force his weak-but-still-standing 
GOP rivals to make a crucial deci­
sion: Keep ev iscerating the man that 
many see as the inevitable nomi­
nee. or temper their criticisms and 
dampen whatever hopes they have 
o( overtaking him.

“President Obama wants to put 
free enterprise on trial. In the last 
few days, we have seen some des­
perate Republicans join forces with 
him," Romney said in his victory 
speech Tuesday night, chastising his 
critics while acting as though he is 
already the nominee. “This is such 
a mistake for our party and for our 
nation"

The former M assachusetts 
governor’s easy win in the New 
Hampshire primary comes just as 
two o f his opponents have opened 
the most scathing line o f attack yet 
in the Republican contest. Seizing 
on Romney’s record at the venture 
capital firm Bain Capital, they are 
painting him as a heartless prof­
it-seeker who shuttered dozens of 
workplaces in the 1980s and ‘90s, 
laying off thousands of workers.

The attacks have delighted 
President Barack Obama’s backers 
as they brace for an election focused 
on jobs. They planned all along to 
bash Romney with the Bain legacy 
and are happy to see Republicans 
get it started.

But the events have alarmed a 
cross section of establishment 
Republicans and conservative lead­
ers who feel Romney can beat 
Obama next fall if he’s not badly 
bloodied in a nominating process he 
has led from the start.

With New Hampshire over, the 
campaigning now moves to South

Carolina. It has a history o f brutal, 
even nasty campaigning in GOP 
primaries. It also has a much higher 
unemployment rate than Iowa and 
New Hampshire. Both factors might 
make the state fertile ground for 
rivals to depict him as a millionaire 
politician who vacuumed money out 
of companies and tossed them aside.

“We are quickly approaching the 
moment when (30P leaders will 
announce or reaffirm their support 
for the ffont-ruimer and call for a 
civil tone in the debate so the focus 
can be directed toward the current 
officeholder,” said Republican con­
sultant Daiuiy Diaz.

A group backing former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich plans to air 
TV ads showing distraught peo­
ple who say they lost their jobs to 
Bain's restructuring practices during 
Romney's tenure years ago. Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry on Tuesday likened 
Bain to vultures that ruin people’s 
lives.

And former Utah Gov. Jon 
Huntsman, who finished third in 
New Hampshire, has taken a similar 
line o f attack. He berated Romney 
for telling a breakfast group Monday; 
“I like being able to fire people who 
provide services to me.”

Romney was talking about under­
performing insurance companies. 
But his ill-timed remark played into 
the Bain narrative of a tycoon who 
doesn’t mind killing jobs in the 
name of efficiency and profits.

The exchanges have triggered an 
intraparty debate about free enter­
prise. That debate should not be 
allowed to scorch the party’s front­
runner, Romney’s allies say.

“It’s a sad day in South 
Carolina and across this country if 
Republicans arc talking against the 
free market,” said South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley. “The free market 
is being able to hire and fire and do 
what you need to in terms o f being a

business or a consumer.'
GOP consultant Terry Holt, said, 

“the last 48 hours have been about 
skinning Romney. But he comes 
out of New Hampshire stronger and 
looking more like the nominee, not 
less.”

New Hampshire voters. Holt 
said, “might have helped inoculate 
Romney from future Bain Capital 
attacks.”

Gingrich may be the central 
player in the drama. Friends say 
he has every right to fume over 
hard-hitting attack ads that seriously 
damaged him in Iowa. A group 
backing Romney aired the ads, and 
Romney refused Gingrich’s pleas to 
denounce them.

Campaigning in New Hampshire, 
Gingrich seemed eager to fire back. 
He said Bain “apparently looted the 
companies, left people totally unem­
ployed and walked off with millions 
of dollars.”

Among those condemning 
Gingrich’s attacks were conservative 
radio host Rush Limbaugh, a fre­
quent Romney critic.“Newt is par­
roting what The New York Times is 
writing about Romney,” Limbaugh 
said on a recent broadcast. “This is 
payback time. It drove him nuts, that 
series of ads that Romney’s super 
PAC ran in Iowa, and this is the 
result of it.”

Some veteran Republicans are 
urging calm. Primaries always turn 
rough, they say, noting that Hillary 
Rodham Clinton showed little mercy 
on Obama in 2008.

Others, however, said the pro- 
grich group is going too far with 
attack ads based on a movie that 

nps Romney’s record at Bain.
“W e’ve seen it time and 

again,” said Phyllis Woods, New 
Hampshire’s Republican National 
committeewoman. “The Democrats 
tape it, preserve it and regurgitate it 
in their own campaigns.”

s o i l

P M S S  A S S O C I A T I O N

WERETÄLKir^löA VoTtR

WHoSAVS He 'S
j?EF>UBLlCAIs). WáLCALUIM BOT

OUTRAGED
’■^PRECEDENTtpWARTHf ” /  Wifewm.WiK|

W/ifiRlôûNAMERïCAls/ > 4 |  N^MlNAÎIôK!? \ .

SOTa.
M4I/V ftUEVE fîoMNKV woüip 

]||£B£5rOU|CEoF

MAVBC So, B o r i i t i  A

C A P IT A U S T ' '
^ . i n i â O T b

SA 
Vale 
not : 
rónn 
tion 
largì 
tìal 
at si 
cpm 
Tues 

Th 
ener 
for 
equi 
refir 
fùr c 
How 
decii 
reje< 
thè ' 
Env 
Vali 
Day 

Vi 
on il 

Vi

Hi

P« 
joui 
Cha 
Olii 
\Vil 
TBi 
45. 
is A 
Rae 
(Jar 
Big 
is : 
is 3 
Naj 
An< 

T
ÇOU
194:

m m m ■ M P



at
, said, 
about 

comes 
er and 
:e, not

Holt
iculate
'apital

jshire, 
back, 

ed the 
unem- 
illions

nning 
vative 
a fre- 
s par- 
mes is 
baugh 
Tiis is 
s, that 
super 

is the

s are 
s turn 
tillary 
mercy

: pro- 
T with 
ie that

and 
New 

itional 
ocrats 
itate it

TransCanada exec says Asian markets an option
S ia n M u iw h y

Associated Frees

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) - If  the U.S. gov- 
enunent doesn’t approve 
plans for the 1,700-mile 
Keystone XL oil pipeline 
fixOT Canada to Texas, 
Canadian oil producers 
will look to Asian mar­
kets, a company executive 
said Tuesday.

R o b ert Jo n es ,
TransCanada Corp.’s vice 
president for Keystone 
pipelines, said that while 
the company prefers 
to ship oil from the tar 
sands in western Canada 
to Gulf Coast refineries in 
Texas, he acknowledged 
Asian markets, particular­
ly China, are an attractive 
option.

“China’s economy is 
growing at a rate of 9 to 
H percent every year, so 
they are very interested 
in buying Canadian oil,” 
Jones said during a meet­
ing o f the Downtown 
Rotary at the Petroleum 
Club in Oklahoma City. 
“Personally, I think it 
makes much more sense 
for us to continue to devel­
op oil in the nation and

keep it within the conti­
nent, because it benefits 
both countries and it’s just 
efficient. However, if  the 
border is shut to C ta d s ,  
we will go west. We will 
go to Asian markets. 
There’s no question itoout 
th a t”

A payroll tax bill 
President Barack CX>ama 
signed into law last month 
includes a Republican- 
sponsored provision that 
sets a Feb. 21 deadline for 
Obama to make a decision 
on whether to approve the 
pipeline. The project has 
been a politically thorny 
issue for Obama because 
it pits two kdy Democratic 
constituencies against 
each other - unions that 
support the jobs it would 
create and environmen­
tal groups concerned the 
pipeline could foul under­
ground and surface water 
supplies and increase air 
pollution around refiner­
ies.

M e a n w h i l e ,  
TransCanada on Tuesday 
released, a breakdown o f 
the 20,000 jobs the com­
pany says the $7 bil­
lion Keystone XL proj­
ect would create in the

U.S., including 13,000 in 
construction s ^  7,000 in 
manufacturing.

“These are new, real 
U .S.jobs,” TiansCanada’s 
President and CEO Russ 
Girling said in a state­
m ent “Thirteen thousand 
Americans would be put 
to work constructing our 
Keystone XL project. 
Seven thousand m ore jobs 
would be created in the 
U.S. manufacturing sec­
tor, making the materials 
needed to build Keystone 
XL.”

Opponents o f  the project 
say those figures are inflat­
ed, and a State Department 
report last summer said 
the pipeline would create 
up to 6,000 jobs during 
construction.

The project suffered a 
setback when Nebraska 
lawmakers voted to delay 
construction over con­
cerns it could threaten the 
environmentally sensitive 
Sandhills region o f north­
ern Nebraska that siq>plies 
water to eight states. Jones 
said Tuesday the company 
is working closely with 

• the Nebraska Department 
o f Environmental Quality 
to develop an alternative

corridor in dud state.
“I anticqMts that to hap­

pen fairly quiddy t h o u ^  
so we can get public com- 
n e n t and feedback and 
titen start acquiring the 
property easements that 
we need to get through 
Nebraska,” Jones said.

The pipeline has enjoyed 
tremendous support in 
Oklahoma, even from 
independent oil produc­
ers who say the southern 
section o f the Keystone 
XL that runs from the 
pipeline hub in Cushing 
to refineries in the Gulf 
would relieve a glut o f oil 
supply at Cushing that is 
driving down the price of 
Oklahoma crude oil.

“Increasing amounts of 
crude oil at the Cushing 
pipehne hub has outpaced 
outgoing pipeline ciqrac- 
ity there, forcing more 
oil into storage and glut­
ting the local market,” 
said Mike Terry, presi­
dent o f the Oklahoma 
Independent Petroleum 
Association. “The result is 
Oklahoma Sweet crude oil 
has become less valuable. 
Today, Oklahoma Sweet 
trades for $10 less (per 
barrel), and has traded for

as much a t $28 less, than 
crude oil produced on die 
Louisiana coast or in the 
North Sea.”

OIPA estimates that a 
$10-per-barrel price dif­
ference costs royalty own­
ers an estinoated $1.5 mil­
lion per day and costs the 
state about $75 million 
annually in gross produc­
tion and income taxes.

Gov. Mary Fallin, who 
visited Tuesday with 
Jones and other executives 
from Oklahoma oil and 
gas companies, sent a let­
ter to Obama asking him 
to immediately approve 
the Keystone XL project.

“The pipeline repre­
sents an enormous and 
undeniable opportunity 
for job-creation and eco­
nomic stimulus at a time 
when the nation is sorely 
in need o f both,” Fallin 
wrote. “The creation o f the 
pipeline will also help to

ensure our nation’s ftiture 
energy needs are met with 
resources ficm political­
ly stable regions o f the 
world right ^  North 
America.”

H ie next phase o f the 
Keystone XL project is 
to build the section from 
Cushing to the G ulf Coast, 
and TransCanada already 
has secured 99 percent 
o f the rights o f  way in 
Oklahoma, Jones said.

Three construction 
crews o f about 700 work­
ers each would start build­
ing at three locations “and 
literally march about 200 
miles until they were com­
plete,” he said.

Even though the compa­
ny has the necessary per­
mits needed to start con­
struction in Oklahoma and 
Texas, Jones said work 
on that part o f the project 
cannot begin until all a 
federal permit are issued.

Valero won’t appeal tax break rejection
Ï M M Î  ABB B iSTB aS I

8-wm

SAN ANTONIO (AP) - 
Valero Energy Corp. will 
not appeal the Texas envi­
ronmental agency’s> rejec­
tion of its request for a 
large tax break and poten­
tial $92 million refund 
at six Texas refineries, a 
company spokesman said 
Tuesday.

The San Antonio-based 
energy giant had hoped 
for a tax exemption for 
equipment installed at the 
refineries to remove sul­
fur dioxide from crude oil. 
However, the company 
decided not to appeal the 
rejection of its request by 
the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, 
Valero spokesman Bill 
Day said.

Valero had no comment 
on its decision, he said.

Valero had until Tuesday

to appeal the TCEQ rejec­
tion o f requests Valero 
first made in 2007. Valero 
had argued that the 
hydrotreater equipment 
should be exempt because 
they help reduce pollu­
tion, and Texas grants tax 
breaks to companies that 
install pollution-reducing 
equipment at its plants. 
The rule is designed to 
encourage them to make 
expensive upgrades at old, 
dirty plants and refineries.

The hydrotreaters were 
installed after the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in 2006 began 
requiring refineries to 
remove sulfur dioxide 
from crude oil.

In rejecting Valero’s 
initial request, the TCEQ 
stated the pollution reduc­
tions were being enjoyed
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in other regions, not where 
the refineries are located. 
Valero appealed and the 
commissioners asked the 
agency’s staff to consider 
a partial rejection. That, 
too, the TCEQ rejected.

Valero was among the 
nation’s largest oil refin­
eries seeking huge tax 
refunds that could cause 
school districts and local 
governments across Texas 
to retiuTi tens o f millions 
o f dollars.

Consequently, Texas 
school district and munici­
pal officials had long 
opposed the requests. 
School districts were espe­

cially concerned because 
if a refund had been grant­
ed it would have come on 
the heels o f a $4 billion cut 
in state ftinding to public 
schools.

The TCEQ, a three- 
m ember com m ission 
appointed by Republican 
Gov. Rick Perry, is evalu­
ating 16 reftind requests 
that could add up to 
more than $135 million, 
according to county tax 
data and application docu­
ments analyzed by The 
Associated Press. If the 
commission granted all 
requests, at least 12 other 
refineries that have not H W Y 6 0 W . Ib x w

cont. from page 5A

producer-director John Lasseter is 55. Broadcast 
journalist Christiane Amanpour is 54. Rock musician 
Charlie Gillingham (Counting Crows) is 52. Actor 
Qliver Platt is 52. Basketball Hall o f Famer Dominique 
Wilkins is 52. Actor Olivier Martinez is 46. Rapper 
TBird (B-Rock and the Bizz) is 45. Model Vendela is 
45. Actress Farrah Forke is 44. Actress Rachael Harris 
is 44. Rock singer Zack de la Rocha is 42. Rapper 
Raekwon (Wu Tang Clan) is 42. Singer Dan Haseltine 
(Jars o f Clay) is 39. Rock musician Matt Wong (Reel 
Big Fish) is 39. Singer Melanie Chisholm (Spice Girls) 
is 38. Contemporary Christian singer Jeremy Camp 
is 34. Rhythm-and-blues singer Amerie is 32. Actress 
Naya Rivera is 25. Actor Will Rothhaar is 25. Actor 
Andrew Lawrence is 24.

Thought for Today: “Necessity does the work o f 
courage.” - Nicholas Murray Butler. Americm educator (1862- 
1947)
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Thousands killed in Mexico
; -

due to ongoing drug violence
M ore than 4 7 , ( M  victims in five years, says go v't

MEXICO CITY (AP) —  Two decapitat­
ed bodies were found inude a burning SUV 
eariy Wednesday at the entnnce to one of 
Mexico’s nrast luxurious nulls, feeding 
fears drug violence is infiltrating privileged 
reahns previously thought safe.

Police recovered the mutilated bodies 
before dawn off a toil highway at a shop­
ping mall entrance in the heart of the Santa 
Fe district that's a haven for international 
coqMrations, diplonuts and the wealthy. 
The heads and a threatening message were 
dumped a few yards away, Mexico City 
prosecutors said in a statement.

Hours later, the government released a 
dnig war body count recording more than 
47,000 victims in five years, echoing inde­
pendent death tolls tabulated by Mexican 
media.

Local media published images of the 
charred car and reported that a note written 
on hot pink paper was signed by the drug 
gang Mano con Ojos. or Hand with Eyes.

The victims, a man and a woman in their 
30s. had not been identified, prosecutors 
said. The> said the SUV with license plates 
from neighboring Mexico state had been 
stolen.

Mexico’s sprawling capital has been 
stMnething of a haven from the brutal car­
tel violence that has claimed thousands of 
lives along the U S. border and in outlying 
states. But gangs have been fighting over 
an increasingly lucrative local drug market 
for more than a year, mainly in the capital’s 
working class outer neighborhoods and 
suburbs.

The Santa Fe district has been spared 
much of that violence and managed to 
maintain its reputation as a manicured bub­
ble built atop a former landfill on the west­
ern edge of Mexico City.

The district houses the Mexican headquar­
ters of major corporations. Hew lett Packard 
and IBM among them, and Iberoamerican 
University, one of Mexico's top private 
schools. Modem, heavily guarded high- 
rises where wealthy Mexicaas and foreign­
ers live dot the hilly landscape.

The mall where the charred car w as found 
is one of the country ’s largest and most 
glamorous, housing high-end retailers such 
as Coach, Prada. Hugo Boss, Saks Fifth 
Avenue and Mexican department store 
Palacio de Hierro (Iron Palace).

But as the fight among splintering dmg 
cartels intensifies, brazen attackers have

reached even into the country*! mo«t guard­
ed districts.

Embid Tirado, a security expert who 
teaches at Iberoamerican Univentty, said 
the attack shows the government’s law 
enforcement strategy has not dissuaded 
increasingly brutal drug traffickers.

'*We are talking almut an area that is 
under 24-hour surveillance by police aid  
private security and supposedly one o f the 
safest in the capital and in the country, and 
yet they can act with impunhy,” Tirado 
said.

Roberto Herrera, a S2-year-old salesman 
for a bottling company headquartered in 
a building across the street fixxn the mall, 
wasn’t surprised by the news.

“We have lived with this situation for 
a while and we are no longer shocked 
because this is what’s been happening in 
Veracruz, Acapulco and Monterrey,” said 
Herrera, who was having lunch with a 
group of co-workers a T.G.l. Friday’s res­
taurant inside the mall.

In October, the Manos con Ojos gang 
claimed responsibility for leaving two sev­
ered heads on a street across fixxn the 
nation’s top military base in Mexico City.

The gang was once part of the Beltran 
Leyva drug cartel, and authorities say it 
has killed dozens while try ing to forcefiilly 
recruit local drug dealers to its ranks.

Nationwide. 47,515 drug-related kill­
ings occurred from December 2(X)6, when 
President Felipe Calderon deployed thou­
sands of troops to drug hot spots, through 
September 2011, the Attorney General’s 
Office said Wednesday.

Drug-related killings rose 11 percent in 
the first nine months of 2011, w hen 12,903 
people were killed, compared to 11,583 in 
the same period of 2010. the office said.

The figures indicate that three-quarters of 
all homicides in Mexico are now linked to 
the drug war.

The Attomes General’s Office found one 
small consolation: "It’s the first year (since 
2(X)6) that the homicide rate increase has 
been lower compared to the pre\ ious year’s.”

There was a 70 percent jumped in drug- 
related killings for the same nine-month 
pericxi of 2010 compared to January- 
September 2(X)9. when 6.815 deaths were 
recorded.

Prosecutors said the vast majority of 
last year’s killings cKcurred in eight of 
Mexico’s 32 states.

New year, New York, new hope

Matthew *tlNci£ 
Mattt” Mahooue
Cremor's Syndcate

One New Yorit resident it kicking 
oif 2012 with a wei^ity goal; to change 
the legal status of pets from “property" to 
“living souls.”

Elena Zakharova has filed a civil suit 
in New York against the Upper East Side 
pet store that sold her a Bnissels Griffon 
puppy, now named Umka. According to 
the suit, “Umka suffers a disorder causing 
her pain, her legs huit, she cries when she 
is in pain, she drags herself with her fiont 
paws, she cannot nin like other puppies.”

MSNBC reports that “Zaldiarova is 
seeking compensation for past and upcom­
ing surgeries and other medical treatment 
involved with Umka, which totals at least 
S8jO(X). She also wants a full return of the 
dog’s sale price plus interest since the date 
of purchase in February of last year.”

But the suit is not about the money, at 
least not in the obvious sense. Zakharova’s 
attorney. Susan Ghana Lask. says her cli­
ent intends to donate any monetary awards 
to an animal welfare organization. The real 
target of this lawsuit? Puppy mills.

According to MSNBC, “The suit seeks 
to hold the store liable for the dog’s pain 
and suffering, as well as its medical bills, 
as if it were a person rather than an inani­
mate product.”

And La.sk argues, “It’s already a felony

to abuse an animal. If 1 kick my 
Onhuiteia and beat k. I’m getring 

so that aniinal has rights, 
they have criminal rights, why 

not put rights 00 a dam ged leg 
or a heart condition? If we’re not 
equating (a pet) to a Iniman being, 
and we’re not equating it to a 
table, there has to be something in 
the middle .”

And that “something in die 
middle.” that new legal status, could be 
just the thing to scare pet store owners into 
thinking long and hard before buying from 
puppy mills. The fear of being dragged 
into court and getting hammered with sub­
stantial damages from lawsuits could be 
the impetus for real change in an industry 
for which change is long overdue.

Sandra DeFeo, executive director erf The 
Humane Society of New Yotk, says. “I 
don’t know w hm  this case is going to go, 
but it’s good that it brings awareness that 
pets are not just a commodity and that we 
have to take this seriously.... We feel that 
animals are living, breathing beings, not a 
piece of furniture.”

A dog isn’t a lamp. Return policies and 
"lemon laws" aren’t the answer. Most peo­
ple fully bond with their new dog in days if 
not hours, and returning a dog to a pet store 
typically means the dog will be put down.

Lask, an animal lover herself, has been 
waiting for just the right time to txing this 
suit and wage this war. Millions of dogs 
and dog lovers are hoping 2012 is their 
year.

Woof!

Dog trainer Matthew Xlnde h ^tty " Margots is 
co-author o f 18 books about dogs, a behavtodst, 
a poputar radio and television guest, and host at 
the PBS senes "WOOFf It's a Dog's L ite r

Keep a level head in an 
up-and-down market.

^ Safìtìst Cfturcft
203 N. West Street • Pampa, Texas

806-669-1 155 • 806-665-PRAY

S u n d a y  W o r s h i p

A

Now on Pampa’s
C ab leo n e  C hannel 8

I I am and 6pm

P E T  O F  T H E  W e e k
Sponsored by The Pampa News

Your local animal shalter naada donations of the following items:

Bleach and Paper Towels

“Lenny”
M .iif )i i.T-i, , ■:

Pi

Dr 
joinc 
tfiis I 

Ro 
2011 
Beth 
' Ro 
profi 

“Si 
cian, 
was
way
was
inter
com]
give
beali

Ro 
and ' 
all.

“A
givei

E(
w

Wi
were
shop 
o f Of 

Th
m a ! 
12 bi 
Nov( 

Soi 
weal 
Fact( 
trave 
thè y 

Ec 
thè 
auto 
Con!
regie

“It
use 1 
the e
sora 
the s 
Fed 

Th 
Rich
nom

Th
nearl
price
U.S.

Th
since 
gest 
die i 
rate

else
sale!
impi
Capi

Ml
inen
Dali
Yori
onlii

Cc
surv
best
Rich
fron
doul

U.
parti
steel
man



The Punpa News — Thunday, Jenueiy 12,2012 — 7

my

>eg
not

in

the
be

nto
om
gcd

Eib-
be

(try

rhe 
I

go.
hat 
we 
hat 
H a

and 
co- 
s if 
ore 
vn. 
ecn 
this 
c^s 
leir

s is 
fist, 
stof

I

Í L ¿ Í

Business
Pampa Regional welcomes OB/GYN Romeo to medical staff

Moluc Bryant
mbfyBrTt0thepampanew8.com

' Dr. Bruno Romeo, obstetrician/gynecologist, haa. 
joined the staff at Pampa Regional Medical Center 
diis month.

Romeo went to medical school in Columbia, and in 
2011 completed his residency program at the Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center in New Jersey.

Romeo said that he became interested in the medical 
profession at an early age.

“Since I was a kid, I always wanted to be a physi­
cian, and the main reason was, when I was a kid, 1 
was really curious about the way the body works, the 
way the body fimctions, how it gets sick,” he said. “It 
was just curiosity. Then as I got older, it became an 
interest to help, l^cause what I learned is life is really 
complicated. But I learned that the one thing you can 
give to people in order to make things better is their 
health.”

Romeo was attracted to different areas o f medicine, 
and wanted to find a specialization that utilized them 
all.

“An OB/GYN (specialization) is the only one that 
gives you a combination o f everything, because you

Economy ended ’l l  
with strongest weeks

WASHINGTON (AP) —  The final weeks o f 2011 
were among the economy’s strongest as Americans 
shopped and traveled more, ending the year with a shot 
o f optimism for 2012.

That’s the bright picture the Federal Reserve sketched 
in a survey released Wednesday. It said all but one o f its 
12 banking districts experienced some growth from late 
November through the end of the year.

Some sectors of the economy, notably housing, remain 
weak, the Fed said. But consumers spent more freely. 
Factories made more goods. Americans stepped up 
travel. And the auto industry enjoyed its best stretch of 
the year.

Economists noted greater confidence in the tone of 
the report. For example, the central bank described 
auto manufacturing as “vibrant” in several districts. 
Consumer spending was deemed “robust” in the Dallas 
region.

“It has been quite a while since we have seen the Fed 
use words like vibrant and robust to describe any part of 
the economy,” said Brian Bethune, an economics profes­
sor at Amherst College. “1 think one of the things driving 
the stronger language is that things are better than the 
Fed had been expecting.”

The one district that didn’t experience growth was 
Richmond, Va., although even there, the Fed said eco­
nomic activity either “flattened or improved slightly.”

The report comes just six months after the economy 
nearly stalled under the weight o f high food and gas 
prices and supply disruptions from japan that slowed 
U.S. manufacturing.

The economy and the job market have both improved 
since then. And December may end up being the stron­
gest month o f 2011. Employers added 200,000 jobs. And 
die unemployment rate fell to 8.5 percent —  die lowest 
rate in nearly three years.

“The Fed’s report Wednesday confirms what everyone 
else has been seeing in the economic data from retail 
sales to auto sales and manufacturing —  activity is 
improving,” said Jennifer Lee, senior economist at BMO 
Capital Markets.

Most of the Fed’s districts reported holiday sales 
increased over last year. In particular. New York and 
Dallas’ districts reported healthy gains. Boston, New 
York and Minneapolis reported exceptional growth in 
online sales.

Consumers are spending more on cars and travel, the 
survey noted. Auto sales in the Atlanta area were the 
best sales in more than two years. Boston, New York, 
Richmond and Atlanta experienced gains in tourism 
from a year ago. In Boston alone, businesses expect 
double-digit growth in hotel revenue in 2012.

U.S. manufacturing continued to lift the economy, 
particularly in industries that make heavy equipment and 
steel. That has helped boost energy, farming and auto 
manufacturing sectors, the report said.
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deliver babies, you have the gyne­
cological portion, you do some 
primary care, and at the same time, 
you do surgeries,” he said. “No 
other specialty will give you that.” 

During his first two weeks in 
Pampa, Romeo has already deliv­
ered two babies.

“It was very nice,” he said. 
“It was very awesome...There’s 

Roniao always this moment as an obstetri­
cian that when you look at the head 

o f the baby,* and you have the baby in your hands, 
and then at that same moment, you look at the eyes 
o f mom, and there is for a milisecond this moment 
that is very particular, and it’s really hard to describe 
what you feel in that moment. That’s one o f the rea­
sons I did OB/GYN, because there is nothing like that 
emotion. There is nothing that compares to that. It’s 
a moment o f connection. It’s a moment that you’re 
really helping somebody, and at the same time, you’re 
bringing a new life, so it’s very rewarding.”

For Romeo, moving to a rural community like 
Pampa was part o f  a commitment to nurturing rela­

tionships with his new patients.
“The reality is that when you graduate, going to 

work in the big cities, you’re just going to be another 
brick in the wall, as opposed to i f  you go to a smaller 
town,” he said. “In a smaller town, you can be your­
self. You can actually make a diff(nence. People 
know you’re there, people know you’re involved in 
the community, and then you know that they can 
count on you, and that’s another reason you get into 
OB/GYN. OB/GYN is a long-term relationship with 
your patients. You start with the prenatal care of 
babies, and then you continue the care o f this mother 
throughout their lives, so you want to make a differ­
ence...In a small town, you can build long term rela­
tionships with all o f  your patients. They get to know 
you, you know them, and you’re there for them.”

Getting started practicing as an OB/GYN has been 
a thrill for Romeo.

“It’s very exciting, because you study for so long, 
and you finally get to the point that you are going to 
do what you really wanted to do,” he said. “Finally, 
you’re going to build these relationships with your 
patients, you’re going to get to know our community, 
their needs, and finally be able to help them.”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY forFnday.Jan. 13. 
2012:

Yixi are very enei]getic this year. For­
eigners. higher education and a willing­
ness to grow mark the next 12 nxmths. A 
foreigner also could play a significant role, 
and/or you could travel, making a long- 
desired trip. Communication flourishes. 
Often you seem to know who is calling 
before you even pick up the phone. If you 
are single, you v̂AU put yourself out there 
more, increasing your chances of meeting 
Mr. or Ms. Right. If you arc attached, this 
year presents many different opportunities 
to become even closer. Don’t worry about 
an (K-casional quanel. VIRGO points to 
greater intellectualism.

ARIES (Mareh 21-Aprl 19)
★ ★ ★ ★  Being detail-oriented is excel­

lent, but don’t get so involved that you lose 
sight of your major interest and direction. 
Discussions within your circle of friends 
help solidify ideas and encourage opening 
up to yet another view. Tonight: Easy works. 

TAURUS (April 20-MRy 20)
WWA"# Consider testing the watera be­

fore you lei )̂ in. You might feel or hope a 
situation or person is one way, only to dis­
cover just die opposite or find some tragic 
flaw weaving into the scenario. The Bull 
is known for its patience. Use that quality 
with good timing. Resist a snap judgment. 
Tonight: Let your hair down.

GEMINI (May 2I-JnM 20)
WR-R Consider what is going on behind 

the scenes or with an in^mtant friend or 
loved one. A duead of vvhat is hidden is 
about to rear its ugly head. Though you 
might not want this information, do use 
it and discover the power of reality. Drop 
the rose-cokred glasses. Tonight: Invite a 
friend to join you.

CANCER (JiBe21-J«|y 22)
RRRR Slat moving in a new direc­

tion. You could be baffled by whit is go­
ing on. Ibal the wtoen to sepmle fret ftm  
iniamformation. Base plans on reality, and 
success becomes more likely. Waning 
through an illusion could result in frahie. 
Tbnight: Accept an invitaiian to join yow 
friends.

L£0 (Ja^23-Ai«.22)
RR Be aware of your need topOMai or 

be in oenBoi. Your ioa|iMiaB Mlaa yon 
m nroy dffliereni directi» to acNrve die 
end goal. Let go of dm need -  «  kaal Ma 
ome -  and aee what peopk do wdhoul

your push. Tonight: Enjoy, but do remem­
ber your budget.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-vSep(. 22)
RRRRR You seem to have more steam 

and energy than usual . Others sense this en­
ergy. Don’t be surprised by another person’s 
efforts to touch base with you. Confusion 
could affect a woric or peisonal matter. Slow 
down and get feedback. Tonight: All smiles. 

UBRA(Sqit230ct.22)
RRR In o r ^  to understand the dynam­

ics around you, slow down and observe 
more. Also understand that your mind 
could be hhering the information that 
comes forw ^. (Tub a knee-jerk reaction. 
Gven tiine, you will see the situation dif­
ferently. Tonight: Play it low-key. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21)
RRRRR Don’t hesitate to take the 

lead; others will follow. Unfortunately, you 
could be witness to some deluded thinking 
within your immediate circle. One person, 
probably male, could push the envelope. 
Tonigh: Where your friends are. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
RRRR You might send mixed mes­

sages without intending to. Pressure comes 
from a public commitment or professional 
matter. At the same tiine. don’t delude 
yourself about a personal issue. You might 
not be content in the long run. Toni^: 
Could go to the wee hours.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 2^Jw . 19) 
RRRRR Keep reaching out for more 

information and/or a key person at a dis­
tance. You are able to nuke an imprint 
by taking a conversatian to another level, 
Make sure your audience follows as well-  
if you want to be effective. Tonight: Off to 
the movies or listening to music. 

AQUARIUS (laiL 20-Feb. 18) 
RRRRR You have the ability to make a 

differen» when dealing with individuals. If 
you sunound youridf with too many peo­
ple, your uniqueness melts into the group. 
A pretner or asKKiare taias a strong aland. 
Follow through on a strong instinctive reac­
tion. Tonight: Ibgethemeai.

PISCES (Feb. If^Mwdi 20)
RRRRR Defer to others, knowing fuD 

well you can revetse comes if you want 
to. If someone feels that strongly about a 
key issue, d »  penon needs to see abat 
iMppenwhan he or fee llfeM the posidoa 
behind the steering wheel Ibnigbl: Soit 
through the poesibiilies.'The nnre people, 
the merrier.
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PHS girls soccer hopes to reach postseason in 2012
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Senior R obert Radke battles a Bushland wrestler Tuesday in Borger. 
Pampa dualed Borger and Bushland, winning both.

SAVE A LIFE. DO N'T  DRIVE HOME BUZZED.
BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING.

U.S. Dop i: «meni oi 
T ransportation

Garza

Anonew Qlovbi
agtoverQthepampanew8.oom

The Pampa Lady 
Harvesters soccer 
team wiil enter 2012 
under new leadership 
with Libby Garza ’ 
taking over for John 
True as head coach.
With a new coach 
comes a new focus:
Chemistry.

“Coach True did an 
amazing job on the 
soccer side,” Garza said. “We are really 
going to focus on chemistry and team 
stuff this year.

“The team is closer this year," senior 
Ellen Cambem said. “We’ve done a lot o f 
team bonding.”

Pampa hopes its 
stronger bond will 
result in a trip to the 
playoffs.

Garza, who was 
an assistant coach 
the last three seasons 
.inherits a team that 
only won one game 
and was shut out in 
12 o f 16 games. The 
three-year assistant 
said she is excited about taking the reins.

“This is a really good group of girls,” 
Garza said. “They deserve the best and 
deserve attention.”

Garza is also the head volleyball coach 
and admitted it’s been a challenge manag­
ing both.

“Trying to end volleyball and get soc­
cer started, being at two places at once 
is going to be tough,’’ Garza said. “My 
assistant coach (David) Willis has done 
a great job o f holding down the fort until 
I got here. It’s been tough but these girls

Cambem

are wwdi h."
Also new to the staff Willis, who was 

also an assistant coach on die football 
team. Along with the changes in leado-- 
ship, Pampa will be facing new oppo­
nents. The Lady Harvesters open the sea­
son Friday in the Frenship Tournament. 
On January 24, the Lady Harvesters host 
Lubbock High. Dumas is joining Pampa’s 
district.

Garza said she wanted to have her girls 
compete in games they would feel good 
about. '

“In the past we have gone to the 
Dallas area,” Garza said. “Soccer down 
there is bigger than in the Panhandle. ... 
Confidence is huge in sports. You don’t 
have confidence you aren’t going to go 
anywhere.”

Senior Megaime Fraser said it will be, 
i\m to see different teams. •

“It will be interesting because we won’t 
know what to expect,” Fraser said. “We’ll: 
just have to play hard.”

The Lady Harvesters return an expe-^ 
rienced team that only graduated three 
last season. Cambem said it’s a nice 
advantage.

“We’ve played together for several' 
years,” Cambem said. “We know how to 
work with each other.”

Pampa scrimmaged at Borger Monday. 
Garza said she is seeing improvement.

“They working the ball really well up 
and down the field,” Garza said. “Our 
passes are a lot better. Our vision o f the 
field is better. We are talking a lot better.”

Fraser said playoffs is piossible for this 
team if they execute.

“We have to want it,” Fraser said.
Garza said there is no reason why this 

team can’t compete for playoffs.
“Borger lost a really good player,” 

Garza said. “Caprock is good with 14 
seniors. Canyon and Randall are always 
good. 1 fully expect to make playoffs.”

staff photo by A n d n w  Qlovar

Senior Ellen C am bem  kicks the ball during a drill in W ednesday’s practice. 
Cambem is one of three senior captains.

Optimist Basketball 
Sign-ups

January 16 y 18 y 19 ,&  20 
5:30 - 7 :0 0  p .m .

Boys ages - 3rd & 4th grade/5th & 6th grade
601 E. Craven

for more information contact 
Kevin Davis 664-2542
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NFL
WACO (AP) —  Heisman Trophy 

winner R<ri>eTt Griffin III is headed 
to the NFL.

Griffin made it official Wednesday, 
announcing that he would skip 
his senior season to enter the NFL 
draff after a record-breaking college 
career. The announcement comes a 
month and a day after the dual-threat 
quarterback became the first Baylor 
player to win college football's high­
est individual honor.

"It was a tough decision, I love the 
people at this university, love my 
coach for giving me a chance to be a 
quarterback," Griffin said.

Stanford's Andrew Luck, the 
Heisman runner-up, and Griffin are 
likely to be the first two quarter­
backs selected next April.

Griffin arrived at Baylor along 
with coach Art Briles before the 
2008 season. Briles was at Griffin's 
side Wednesday, both still basking 
in a season that ended with the Bears 
ranked No. 13 -- the first time since

1986 that they were in the final poll 
o f the year.

"I talked to coach, neither o f us 
broke down, surprisingly,' said 
Griffin, though Briles broke in to 
add: "Not on the outside."

Small wonder. Losing a talent like 
Griffin would be a blow for any 
coach.

Griffin set or tied 54 school 
records while playing 41 games at 
Baylor over the past four seasons. 
The fourth-year junior has another 
season of eligibility remaining at 
Baylor because he got a medical 
redshirt after he tore the ACL in his 
right knee in the third game of the 
2009 .season.

The Bears tied a school record 
with 10 wins this season, includ­
ing a six-game winning streak to 
end the year. They finished with a 
record-setting 67-56 victory over 
Washington in the Alamo Bowl, 
their first bowl victory since 1992.

firiffin is Baylor's career passing

leader. He completed 800 o f 1,192 
passes (67 percent) for 10,366 yards 
with 78 touchdowns and 17 inter­
ceptions. His 2,254 yards and 33 
TDs rushing are records for a Bears 
quarterback.

He completed 291 o f 402 passes 
(72 percent) for 4,293 yards and 
37 IT h  with only six interceptions 
this season, when he also ran for 
699 yards and 10 more touchdowns. 
He was the nation's second-most 
efficient passer with a 189.48 rat­
ing, just behind Wisconsin's Russell 
Wilson, whose 191.78 rating came 
with 93 fewer pass attempts.

Griffin arrived at Waco as a 
17-year-old freshman in January 
2008 after graduating from high 
school a semester early. He com­
pleted an undergraduate degree in 
political science in December 2010 
and has been working on master's 
degree in communications.
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Trio of rookies help Texans in playoffs
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HOUSTON (AP) 
When the Texans opened 
training camp, right tackle 
Eric Winston wasn expect­
ing much from the incom­
ing rookie class.

It wasn that Winston 
lacked confidence in the 
choices coach Gary Kubiak 
and general manager Rick 
Smith made in the draft. 
Winston just hadn’t seen 
many first-year players 
mature quickly enough to 
make dramatic impacts.

J.J. Watt, Brooks Reed 
and T.J. Yates turned out 
to be exceptions.

The three have played 
pivotal roles in helping 
the Texans (11-6) sur­
vive a myriad of injuries 
to reach the postseason 
and advance to the sec­
ond round. Houston plays 
at Baltimore (12-4) on 
Sunday for a berth in the 
AFC championship game.

"Any time you have 
this many injuries and 
you have contributions 
not from vets, but from 
rookies stepping up and 
making big plays in big 
games," Winston said, 
"that why a team goes as 
far as it does."

Watt, who started all 17 
games at defensive end, 
leads the Texans in tack­

les for loss and made the 
defensive play of the sea­
son, returning an unlikely 
interception for a touch­
down in last week 31-10 
win over Cincinnati.

Yates kept Houston 
afloat after season-ending 
injuries to quarterbacks 
Matt Schaub (right foot, 
Lisfranc) and Matt Leinart 
(broken left collarbone).

Reed ably moved into 
a starting role at outside 
linebacker and made sure 
the defense didn miss 
a beat when star Mario 
Williams went down.

"You never know how 
a season going to go," 
Winston said. "You never 
know if you going to be 
blessed from an injury 
standpoint, or you going 
to have to have guys that 
have got to go (play).

"We definitely had one 
of those years that we had 
guys who had to go."

The 6-foot-5, 288-pound 
Watt was pegged as a 
starter from the moment 
Houston tcHik him with the 
11th overall pick. Texans 
fans were initially turned 
off by the selection, with 
more recognizable names 
still on the board, and 
Watt took notice.

"1 remember a lot of

people in Houston reaction 
on draft day and obvious­
ly. 1 don have any prob­
lem with it," he said. "It 
was warranted at the time. 
But it was always my goal 
from Day 1 to prove to 
them that 1 was the foot­
ball player that the city of 
Houston would hopeftilly 
come to love and 1 always 
continue to work to make 
the city proud."

And Watt proved to be 
NFL-ready, manhandling 
linemen and swatting 
away passes from early on 
in August workouts. He 
recovered a fumble in the 
opener, got his first sack 
in the third game and won 
over fans with his relent­
less energy.

Then came Saturday 
playoff game. Watt timed 
his jump just like he done 
in practice all season, 
snatched Andy Dalton 
pass with both hands and 
sprinted 29 yards for a 
score that put the Texans 
ahead to stay.

"You want your top 
picks to be a good player, 
but they usually don devel­
op that quickly," defensive 
coordinator Wade Phillips 
said.

The 6-3, 250-pound 
Reed was a second-round

Dear Abby..
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: 1 am a very 
feminine 23-year-old woman 
who lives at home with my 
father. I am completely unin­
terested in getting married or 
having children now or in the 
future. I don’t believe it’s the 
end of the world to be a wom­
an and not want children, but 
my dad and my grandmother 
act as though I’m abnormal. 
Dad says he blames himself 
for “failing to raise me right .” 

He also blames himself 
for the fact that I’m not in­
terested in guys. The thought 
of being intimate with a guy 
is disgusting to me r I identify 
as mostly asexual, although I 
have had passing infatuations 
with women. Dad takes this 
persotudly like HE is respon­
sible for my desires, or lack 
thereof. Grandma is worse. 
She constantly makes excuses 
to my male friends about how 
I’m just “not ready yet” and 
that they should be “patient .” 

Abby, I know nothing I 
say will change their minds, 
but is there something I can 
do to make them undentand 
they didn't fail? This is who 
I AM. How can I end the 
guih trip and keep the peace? 
-  BORN THIS WAY IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 

DEAR BORN THIS 
WAY: People who hare no

ftopb who are attracted

to members of the same sex 
are gay, and they, too, are 
born that way. It has noth­
ing to do with the way they 
are raised.

You cannot live your 
life trying to please your 
father and grandmother, 
and you have nothing to 
apologize for. If you need 
help explaining why you 
are the way you are, contact 
PFLAG (Parents. Families 
and Friends of I.esbiaas 
and (Jays), an organization 
that can provide you with 
literature that will explain it 
to them. You can find more 
information at wwwqiflag. 
org.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
37-year-old wife and mother 
of three. My mother visits 
us when she’s in town dur­
ing work-related trips, so it's 
not like she’s around all day, 
thank heavens. But when 
she’s here she constantly cor­
rects my children (ages 8, 14 
and 18) and instructs my hus­
band and me how we should 
spend our money. She also 
doesn’t like it when I swear 
(which I usually don’t do un­
less she’s around) or mention 
what I think of people she 
has sent my way who have 
burned me.

By the time she leaves — 
usually four days — I am so 
stressed and emotional that I

pick out of Arizona. He 
moved into the starting 
role after Williams tore a 
chest muscle in Week 5. 
He played defensive end 
in college, and has made 
a seamless adjustment 
to outside linebacker, 
with six sacks, three pass 
deflections and two fum­
ble recoveries this season.

"You know, you lose 
Mario Williams, you got 
to step in there for Mario 
Williams," Kubiak said, 
"so how is he going to 
react to that?
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

cry at the drop of a hat . 1 can- 
m)t, nor do I want to, continue 
to have her here when she 
doesn’t respect my rules. I 
respect her rules when 1 visit 
her home.

Obviously, there is much 
more, but I’m stressed to the 
max and nearly at the point 
of being done. Abby, can 
you give me any pointers to 
deal with this? -  VISIT OR 
NOT?

DEAR VISIT OR 
NOT?: After you have 
calmed down, and before 
your mother’s next “raid,” 
write her a letter. Explain 
that while you love her, 
her visits are taking a sig­
nificant emotional toil on 
you. Say she is welcome as 
long as she refrains from 
correcting your children 
because that’s YOUR Job. 
Say also that she must stop 
telling you what to do with 
your money and correct­
ing your language because 
you’re an adult now. Re­
mind her not to send any 
more people your way, and 
why. If she can accept those 
terms, s h e l  be wefeomed 
with open arms. Some 
people need ground n ih s  
spcied out Iw  them, and 
your mother appears to be 
one of them.

ACROSS
1 Detest 
6 Wooden

11 Took the 
wheel

12 Asian 
capital

13 Titled 
women

14 Wing
15 Types in
17 Writer

Stanislaw
19 Sort
20 Bl(x:k up
23 Change

over time
25 Mystery 

writer 
Woods

26 Roger 
Ebert, for 
one

28 Dust Bowl 
character

29 Opera’s 
Stratas

30 Called 
once

31 Write 
hastily

32 Kitten call
33 2006 

Winter 
Games 
setting

35 Wheel 
tender

38 Belly 
feature

41 Nimble
42 Acid type
43 Like the 

Capitol
44 Run-down

DOWN

5
6

Throw 
in
Lingerie 
buy
Vacation 
footage, 
e.g. 
Chef’s 
need 
Uneasy 
Marine 
predator

7 Works 
leather

8 Road­
house

9 Rival
10 Predica­

ment
16 Member 

of a 
certain 
college
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Yesterday’s answer
17 Cleaner 27 Eye

scent parts
18 Conjure 31 Kidded

up 33 Yarn
20 Romance, 34 Resume

often heading
21 Come 35 Blue 

into being 36 Hitherto
22 Showy

parrot
24 Golf 

position
25 Knightly 

address

37 Pitcher 
Palmer

39 Terminus
40 Myrna 

of
movies

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to 
Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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Fetch your copy of 
The Pampa News 

today!
(Or call 669-2525 
to have it delivered 

with your mail.)
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AUTOS WANTED
CASH FOR CARS Wc buy any car or truck 
running or not. Damaged, wrecked, lalvaged 
OK. Get top dollar initani offer today. I -800- 
273-9194

CABLE SATELLITE

DRIVER: NEW CAREER for the new year! 
No experience needed! No credit check! 
Top industry pay/quality  training. 100% 
paid CDL training, I-800-.126-2778. www. 
JoinCRST.com

A TRT U -V ER8E for just S29.99/month! 
Save when you bundle Imemet'fPhone'fTV 
and get up to $.100 back! (Select plana). Lim­
ited time call now! 1 •877-577-4194

DRIVERS
25 D R IV E B  T R A IN E E S  needed nowl 
Learn lo drive for Werner Enlerpriteat Earn 
$700 per week. No caperience  needed. 
Local CDL training. Job ready in 13 dayi. 
I-SK5-734-6710.

OWNER O K RA T O RS $3000 Sign^n bonua. 
Tana of warm, proapetooa South TX runa. Free 

I Sand Hauling. Muai have tractor, pneumatic I liailen and blower. 1-800-397-2639. 
U G IO N A L  CDL-A truck driven itiut at 37« 
cpin with I year experience. Top pay 42.3d 
cpm. 4-12 moatha experience? Ihen we have 
a paid lefrcaher com e. 1-888-362-8608 or viail 
AVERnTcateert.com EOE 
Y O U G O T T H E D R IV E .'^ rhave  thedirec 
tioa. OTR driven , APU Equipped. Pre-Pati. 
EZ-paat, Peta /  paaaenger policy. Newer 
equipment. 100« NO touch. 1-800-328-7823

EDUCATION
EARN C O L L E G E  D E G R E E  O N L IN E  
Medictl. butinett. criminnl junticc. Job pince- 
roent ttii tu n c e . computer ■vtilable. rinnneini 
aid if qualiHed. SCHEV cenlHed. Call 1-888- 
20S-8920; www.CenttiraOnline.com

DRIVER: WEEKLY HOM ETIM E Dry and
refrigerated. Daily pay. 31 service centers, 
local orienatation and newer trucks. CDL-A. 
3 months current OTR experience. 1-800- 
414-9369. www.drivcknight.com
D R IV ER S: G ET M ILE S A home most 
weekends, itouihwesi regional. t<^ pay/ben- 
efiis. Paid orientation and (raining. 6 months
OTR & CDL rcnuircd. I -800-545-1.151 www 
cypresstruck.com
DRIVERS SW REGIONAL lanes start 16 
cpm with 6 months recent experience. Start 
18 cpm on TX/LA. 57' lanes with 6 months 
experience. CDL-A required. 1-800-481- 
5182. www.LKAM.com.

H IG H  SCH O O L DIPLOM A graduate in 4
weeksi Free brochurcl Call nowl 1-866-362- 
3630. ext. 53. ww w .soutbcastenH S.com

EINANCIAI
IS M  LOAN SERVICE; No cmdit refused, 
fast and secure. Eaay on the budget. Payments 
spread out over three months. Toll free; 1-855- 
626-4373. LoanHere.com

HELP WANTED
FLORIDA ROUND: Travel USA with coed 
business group repreaenting m^jor Rock A Roll. 
Htthion and Sport puMkations. Transportation 
fumiahed. Mutt start ASAP. 1-888-802-8747.

HEAL ESTATE
ARSOLUTELY THE REST VIEW Lake 
M edina/Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central 
W/S/E. RV/motor hom e/houte. OK only 
$830 down $235 month (12.91% /IOyr), 
Guaranteed financing, more information call 
1-830-460-8354
A ITO RDM^  ̂ on Lake
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Ouar- 
anteed financing with 10% down. Lots luuting
as low as $6900. Call Josh, 1-90.1-878-7263
20.S1 ACRES, north of Brackeitville. Dry 
creek bed, heavy cover. Whitetail, exotics, 
hogs, turkey. $1.385 down. $252/month. 
(5% down. 9.9%. 20 years). 1-800-876- 
9720. www.tcxasranchland.com
676 ACRES Reeves County. 13 Miles North 
n^ros. river frontage. Call Jack 214-755-6224.
110 6  M O N T H  BUYS land  fo r RV, 
MH or cabin. G ated entry. $690 down. 
($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days same as cash. 
Guaranteed financing. 1-936-377-3235

VACATION PROPERTY
WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Uke 
Fork. Lake Livingston or Lake Medina. 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community with 
clubhiHite. swimming pool and biuii ramps. 
Call for more information; 1-90.1-878-7265, 
1-936-377-3235 or 1-830-460-8154

lOB TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRIN G  Train for high 
paying aviation career. PAA approved pro­
gram. Financial aid if qualified, job place­
ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance. 1-888-886-7115

EX PER IEN C ED  FLATBED DRIVERS 
Regional opportunties now open with plenty 
of freight and great pay. 1-800-277-0212 or 
primeinc.com

CAN YOU DIG ITT National Heavy Equip­
ment 1 week training program. Backhoes, Bull 
dozers. Trackhoes. Local job placement asMs- 
tance. Start digging dirt now.1-866-162-6497

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad_____ *500

301 Nawpapara, 048,416 Ctreulatkm
North Region Only....*230

06 Wawapaparm, M3.611 CIrculatlow
South Region O nly...*230

161 Navaapapara. 366.726 CireulaOon
West Region Only.....*230

102 Nawapapara. 311M1 CtreuiaMon
Io  O r ili‘t C.ill thi'. N cw ^ i’.ipiM 

(lui'i.t or I ,ill Ti‘x.1'. P r i 's s  Servici 
,it 1 800 749 479,1 Tcxl.iy'

2209 N. Dwight
MLS# 119244 
3/1/Covered Patio

Spacious Open Kitchen, 
Fenced, Travis Area 
Storm Cellar!!!!

6432Coiiityld26
MLS# 11-9190 
4/2.25 +8.275 Acres

Plenty of room for a family!

HouseHunters Realtor

IPabaeNodc*
WHEEU

WaUR« fsrin .

Nottce to hwwliy rIvqs 
diat odiflBal LeiMn 
Tditwnrtidy fed dw 
EMMS of lUANITA  
BROWER. DeouMod, 
wMc toaiied on Immrj 
9. 2012. toi Docfcei No. 
9R91 pcodinf ki (he 
Couoiy Coon o f Odiy 
Coway. Tix m  w ; 
RKXY A. BROWER. 
CUiim w e raqotoed to 
be preteMed within the 
time tad nunoer pte- 
■cfibed by law ia can  
of Don R. Lam . aoor- 
aey for the ettato’t  rep- 
reaeatalivet. P.O. Box 
17g |. Pampa. TX 
79066-1781.
DATED the 9th day of  
January .2012

Ricky A. Btxxwer
B-45 ha. |], MU

RaadMi a n  uryad to 
hilly iavealifaie aduer 
ttoMMMt wWefa iwpihc 
payraewi hi advima for 
iafotwiaiioo. tefvlcet or 
goodi.

NCED Wait- 
Apply in 

at O n m y 'i  
Homa Cookin’. 328 E. 
ftwtoric.NnPhnmfAll

Node«
ADVERTISING Ma­
terial to be placad in 
the Pampa Ncwi, 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
Newf Office Only.

lOLoRt/Fonad
LOST fe. dark g n y  cat. 
declawed-froiK, no lags. 
2200 bl Ruesell. Call 
207-0172.

13 Bos. Oq .
HAVE large Pool Hall 
for lease. Great down­
town location. Call for 
details. 66S-187S.

CUSTOM Building A 
Remodeling. New 
Homes A Additions. 
Shawn Deaver Const., 
806.662-2977.

OVERHETVb DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con­
struction. Call 669- 
6347,806-663-0192.

14e Carpet Serv.

iiilL L  tMmmgai *  a 
M M -Faadl^ Haml:
McLem Feed Y v d  to 
looking for goel-orieoi- 
ed individuato. Salny to 
dependent 190a  previ­
ous experience A nfer- 
rals. All inteietled peo­
ple should epply el the 
feedyetd, 4 mi. south of 
McLean oo Co. Rd. 
273, or contact Ty Hkys 
806-206-5440. McLean 
Peedyard offers a com­
petitive salary A insur­
ance for all employees.
NiffiD ftat^Time 
Church Cook, exp. 
helpful but not necessa­
ry. Apply in person 201 
E. Foster, Pampa.

OUTREACH  
HEALTH SERVICES 
has immediate opening 

for Providers 
10 care for the ekierty A 
disabled in their homes 
in PAMPA area. Mutt 
be 184-. Will train the 
right candidate J’lease 
call Gina at

1-800-800-0697, 
806-373-0986 EOE

CNAs
Immediate openingi: 
all shifts. Requires 
TEXAS stale Ceitifi- 
cabon. Competitive 
rates and full time em­
ployees eligible for 
benefits. EOE. For 
more information, call 
<806)665-5746 or ap­
ply in person: 

CORONADO 
HEALTHCARE 

CENTER 
1504 W . Kentucky 

Pampa

WHEELER Nurshig A  
RahaWHiatiou hm fbO 
tima LVN or RN dMcga 
nurm potldou optu. 2- 
10 abut. CompstWva 
pay, shift dttBeeulial. 
Apply in person 1000 S. 
K iow aSw  Donna Con 
DON or Matoato Sisw- 
std. ADON. Wheebr 
Nursing A  Rehab, hm 
ftin time aurse aide po- 
sitians. Will M a  and 
certify, apply in person 
at 1000 S. Kiowe. Mel­
anie StowMd, ADON.

FOOD Service. Happy 
people who Uke to 
woikl Great bows. SaA 
■rfRTI ■ — ff. Apply 
at

HEARD-JONES
IM N .C u yk r

downtown Pampa

niRNISHBO mama in 
Whtoa Oaari nditotoa

NOTICE: Whik moM sdvenixn tre lepuuMc. we cunoi gusmuee pnxhicu or lervkct advettitod. We urge resderx k) we caudan and when in doulx, 
.vwuridwTtxax AttoraevOeiictalU l-80(F62l-05(A(irlhelbderaniadtCoiliaiiirioeal 1-877-FTT-HEiJ* TIw FTC wcbiilcixwww ftcaovAiMO

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN. your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

Price Reduced!

NU-WAY 
CLEANING SERVICE 
Bob Marx Owner-Oper­
ator. CaU 665-3541.

14hGen^S«Y^^^
HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Child- 
ert Brothers. Inc. 800- 
299-9563 , 806-352-
9563

C bX  Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti­
mates. CaU 669-7769.

CERAMIC tik  work, 
stucco, cement. Remod­
eling, floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, paint­
ing, dry wall. Free esti. 
665-3453 leave mes­
sage. Jesus Barraza.
LET MAS help you w/ 
your concrete needs. 
Free EsI. Doc or Mike 
669-6990,664-2009 

TILED*Fiooes, 
Showers, Backsplashei, 

Tub Surrounds, 
Cabinet Tope, etc. 

Stone A Ceramic. 26 
Yis. Exp. Keith Taylor 
874-1779 Iv. mag.

JACK’S Plumbing 
715 W. Foster

14wAlrCoBd/Heat
BROWNING’S Heat­
ing A Air and Refnger- 
ation Specialists since 
196411665-1212.

SUBWAY it accepting 
applications for all 
shifts: days, nights,
weekends. Apply inside 
Pampa Walmait.
ST. Ann's Nursing 
Home is hiring Director 
of Nursing and an MDS 
Coordinator. Contact 
Administrator at 537- 
3194. Good benefits. 
Position now available.
LEADING Spofts Sur­
facing Co. is seeking 
Production 7 Estimating 
Asst. Corutruetkm 
knowledge helpful, 
some overnight travel 
req. Compeblive pay 
and benefits. Apply Vi- 
bra-Whirl Spoits LTD., 
94 Main Street, Panhan­
dle, TX 806-537-3526.

JBS Carriers 
•♦Job Fair**

JBS CAniers will be 
having a Job Fair in 

AmarUlo, Tx 
Wt mn JoeUng for; 

CDL A Drivers 
Cattle Drivers 

Tallow (Tanker) 
Utility 
OTR

Fleet Mechanics 
Trailer Technicians 
Shop Service Mgr 
Getteral Mechanic 
JohFMrwmbe: 

JmmntkostdJostnth 
from Sam to 5pm 

Residence Inn 
67001-40 West 

Amarillo TX 79106 
Call 866-298-4573 

E xt2
apply onUae at 

srwwjbacarrieraxom

LVN’S and CNA's, 
come chack out our 
benefhsl We have 
openings for PuU-Hme. 
Apply today St. Ann's 
Nursing Home, in Pan­
handle, 537-3194.

nUjUvUCY Tecĥ  ̂
reliable and have good 
people skiUs. Good
Kcybondias 8 MUST
Apply in person at 

Hesitd-Jones 
114 N. Cuyler 

downtown Pampa

NURSES Unlimited, 
Inc. ia seeking enthusi­
astic attendanls to assist 
clients in the home with 
personal care, meal 
prep and light house­
keeping. P-T. EOE CaU 
1-888-859-0631.

CTMfac.
ADVERTISING M a­
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa Nesrs 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
Nesrs Office Only.

NEW Queen Mattress 
Sett! Sale Price $246. 
Red bam, 1424 S. 
Biraes, 665-2767

TOMnskal
BLACK Pearl drum set, 
Zildjian lymbolt, dou­
ble pedals-DW 7000, 
SP mutes $700, 806- 
669-2108.

Weakly or moulhly 
nutato. CaU far dataito
665-1875.

2 bdr. Dupkx ou N. 
Gray St., Pampa. Water 
paid. Can 669-9817. 
/□■fS. Hotitm D iyiax- 
ts . K iA  Hropesties. 
Ref. A  dep. req. Lake- 
view Apts. 669-4386
— OTBBCf—

APARTMENTS
1 , 2 and 3 bedrooms 
with rent stafthig m  
low M $395 /  mo.
Pool and oo-site laun­
dry, W/D hookupt in 
aU 2A 3 b d n n s. 

665-7149

MINUTES ftom down- 
town-efficieticiea. Short 
term leaies avaU. 806- 
665-4274.

INDUSTRIAL OILS 
UNLIMITED, LLC

Strong, growing company looking to 
add DRIVERS in the Pampa office. 
Local deliveries, great benefits and pay 
ctnnmensurate with experience. Class A 
CDL widi current Hazmat and Tanker 
EndorsemenU, or must obtain Hazmat 
and Tanker Endorsements within 60 
days.

Apply In Penon 
S565Co.Rd 12 1/2, Pampa, Tx 

Moa-Fri 9-4pm or call 806-669-2171

â
EQUAL HOUBtNQ 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver 
Used herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which 
nukes it illegal to ad­
vertise *any prefer 
ence, limitation, or 
discriminatioo because 
o f race; color, religioo, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national ori­
gin, or intention to 
make any such prefer 
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination.’ Slate 
law also forbids dis- 
criminalioa based on 
theee factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for re­
al estate which it in vi- 
ofatton o f the law. All 
paraous ate hereby in' 
formed that aU dwell- 
in p  adveitised an 
available on an equal

A X Y D L B A A X R
¡ « L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Each day the code letters are different.
1-12 CRYPTOQUOTE

O K X P O K  X F S S F E Z U P L O

M Y K K S G R O O P M ,  H P F E N  F N  F E

N Y K  A F O K J N F P E  U P L  F E N K E A

N P  Z P .  —  0 , R .  T K S S P
Yesterday^ C iT ptoqm it: l i tE  TRUE SOENTIST 

NEVER LOSES THE FACULTY OF AMAZEMENT, 
— HANS SELYE

I and 2 bdr. avail, now 
at the Owendo'eo Apts. 
Largest square f o o t ^  
in Pampa. 665-1875 
NO transpotttdon, not a 
problem. Theie large 1 
bdr. apu. w/ appliances, 
are in walking distance 
to everything you need. 
665-4274.
SCHNEIDER Apeft- 
menu. CaU for special 
rates. Short term lease. 
Business people wel- 
come. 665-0415

98 Unftini. Honaes
PICK up rental list, in 
the Blarli B ol «t 125 S. 
Houston, Pampa.
NiOT 2 bdr. Stove A  
refrig. incl. Rent based 
on ref 663-6121, 669- 
2139
3 bdr., 2 be., gar. C hfa. 
Near Travis sch. $750 
mo., $500 dep. 1000 
Terry Rd. 662-7557.
2 bedroom, 6()8 Reid. 
CaU 662-1394 or check 
at 612 Reid.

FOR ADOPTION 
Siamese, Calico, Or­
ange, Tabby, Gray. 
Spayed /  Neutered A 
shots. CaU 665-4901 Iv. 
msg.

3 wirehair Terrier- 
Schnauzer puppies, 7 
wks. old Free. 636 East 
Str., U focs, 835-1448. 
WiU deliver.__________

89W ant^ToBny •
NEED Money Now? 
We will give you top $$ 
for your house. CaU us 
today.665-1875

We
Buy A Sell Houses 

CaU us today!! 
665-1875

95 Fom. Apts.

TUMBLEWEED 
Acres, self storage 
units. Various sizes. 
665^079^65^450.
102 Bns. Rental
DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. UtiUties 
A cleaning service pro­
vided. Ample parking. 
669-6823
OFFICE Space fax rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent. 669-6841.
METAL BuikUng 
50x100, offices, ware­
house A fenced yard. 
Western st. 669-5264.

103 Homes For Sale
2 Bedroom House For 
Sale, Has To Be 
Moved. $1000 - CaU 
662-6798.
BEAUTIFUL 3526  sq. 
ft. home, 1715 Chris­
tine. 3 bd/3 1/2 b., f.p. 
in den, oversize 2 car 
garage, lots of storage. 
Dbl corner lot. 
$230j000 to view call 
John 806-570-0622. 
F^BO. 123 Walnut Dr., 
4bd.  1 ,3/4 A I /2bth,4  
car gar., covered patio, 
806-665-3524. 
TRUSTAR Real EsUUe 
for all your complete 
real estate needs. Show, 
Hat, ptopetty mgmt. 
665-4595.____________

115 Trailer Parks
TUMBLEWEED 
Acres. Storm Shelters, 
fenced, star. bldg, avail. 
«^0079jM |S^5^^
120 Autos
2008 Honda Odyiaey 
Ex-L. leather interior. 
Low mi. Like new. 
$22 JOOO. 661-3561 
2006 Kia Optima. Sun- 
roofA loadedi Good gas 
mileage. Low miles. 
$llj000. CaU 661-3561. 
1992 Buick Roadmaster 

1991 GMC Pickup 
See at 2300 Christine 

or call 662-2574

121 Tracks
WHITE 2009 Toyota 
Tacoma, 4 wd. Low 
miles. $26990. CaU 
661-3561

I

http://www.CenttiraOnline.com
http://www.drivcknight.com
http://www.LKAM.com
http://www.soutbcastenHS.com
http://www.tcxasranchland.com
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Showcase
cont. from page 1

Home of Texas prison rodeo tom down
McNeely Fieldhouie so the oomxnoos would be lest 
crowded.

PISD Director o f  Federal Programs Robert Rumph, 
who is helming the fine arts side o f this year’s showcase, 
said that he w u  excited for the various performances and 
other artistic exhibits to be on display on Monday.

”You’re going to hear fiom every group,” Rumph 
said, “from high school choir, middle school choir, high 
school and middle school band. You’re going to have 
artwork from the high school as well as the other grades. 
We have an elementary choir that’s going to combine 
forces, so we have Austin and Wilson that are going to 
join together and Lamar and Travis that are going to join 
together. It’s a good opportunity for those kids to sing 
with other students that they may not know. There are 
probably 12 to IS performing groups, and I forgot to 
mention theatre as well. It’s kind o f a smorgasbord of 
mini-performances. That’s how 1 would describe it.”

Rumph said that some performances that were held in 
the high school’s rotunda last year will be moved to other 
areas to allay any traffic jams at the showcase’s main 
entry and exit point. The performances, he added, will be 
spread out between 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

“There’s something going on literally all the time dur­
ing the showcase,” Rumph said. “You’ll be able to see 
someone perform pretty much the whole time.”

Programs
cont. from page 1

check us out online @  
w w w .t h e p a m p a n e w s .c o m

>1.«
Parrot Bay 
*Trecze and SqnceM Pooch’
SMwbarry or Maofo Dii<)«in

"SigasAm
Phw'all i a ^ n

HUNTSVILLE (AP) —  A p i ^  
o f entertammait history is tumbling 
as workers demoKah a Texas prison 
rodeo arena that hosted many stars 
through the years.

The brick and concrete stadium on 
dw groinds o f  the state’s oldest pris­
on, the Huntsville Unit o f the Texas 
Department o f Crimiiul Justice, has 
sit silent since its last rodeo in 1986. 
Engineers determined the structure, 
which for more than five decades 
hosted a spectacle billed as “The 
Wildest Show Behind Bars,” was no 
longer safe.

Prison system officials, who were 
faced with a choice o f using lim­
ited resources to fix the place or 
focus on keeping inmates locked i^ ,  
decided to scrap the tradition that 
attracted big-name entertainers and 
thousands o f spectators each Sunday 
in October.

”It is a  piece o f  history but a safety 
hazard at the same time,” Department 
o f Criminal Justice spokesnun Jason 
Clark said Wednraday as crews 
worked the rubble o f concrete, steel 
reinforcement bars and red bricks 
that match the distinctive walls of 
the prison in downtown Huntsville, 
where most folks know it as the 
WaUsUnit.

The wrecking crew moved in 
because o f concerns tite ciumbling 
structure could topple into the street 
that borders the prison. Work is 
expected to be finished next month.

In its heyday, the rodeo would pack 
upwards o f 20,000 people into the 
half-circle arena to watch inmates 
in traditional rodeo fare and unique 
contests such as the “Hard Money 
Event,” where 40 inmates wear­
ing red shirts would try to snatch 
a tobacco bag placed between the

horns o f an angiy bull. Inside the 
bag was at least $50, ahfaough dona­
tions could bolster the dollar amount 
well into the hundreds.

T h ro u ^  the years, the rodeo fea­
tured a who’s who o f country sing­
ers firm  Roy Acuff in the 1950s to 
Willie Nelson and Dolly Parton in 
later years. George Strait, before 
making it big. appeared at the rodeo 
once as a fill-in for an act that can­
celed at tite last minute.

“I f  you had to woik there, you 
got to see tiiose pec^e ,” said Jim 
Willett, who rose through tiie ranks 
to become warden at the Huntsville 
U nit

Willett, now director o f the Texas 
Prison Museum, wmked the rodeo 
as an officer from 1972 to 1982 
and fondly recalled seeing Parton 
up close. “She didn’t see me,” he 
laughed.

Reserve Program (CRP) land; eligible producers are 
paid $10 per acre to keep their expired CRP acreage 
in grass.

For cropland, on the other hand, EQIP offers 
financial aid for the installation o f  terraces, diver­
sions and waterways. It also offers funds towards 
the im plementation o f a no-till/strip till program, 
with an incentive o f  $25 an acre to reduce till­
age operations and increase crop residue. Another 
option available involves the planting o f  cropland to 
grass (native or introduced).

Sim ilarly, AW EP ofTers m onetary assistance to 
producers who agree to improve water conditions 
on their property. AW EP practices in Gray County 
include the use o f irrigation pipelines, converting 
existent pivots to more efficient ones and replacing 
pivots that are at least 20 years old. To be eligible, 
producers must have irrigated the offered acres in 
two o f  the last five years.

Finally, the WHIP provides funds to develop 
habitat for wildlife and fish on private land. In 
exchange for participants agreeing to a wildlife 
habitat developm ent plan, the NRCS will offer cost- 
share assistance for the initial im plem entation o f 
certain practices, including prescribed grazing and 
range planting.

The NRCS accepts applications for EQIP, AW EP 
and WHIP, but the year is divided into certain 
funding periods for all three program s. The current 
funding period ends on Friday, Feb. 3, and to be 
considered in this funding period, applications must 
be received before that date.

For more inform ation or if  interested in these 
program s, visit the Pampa NRCS office at 12125 E. 
Frederic or call 806-665-1751, ext. 3.

cial 
Room 

Packages

0
T C y le C la y ^

Âmazon Walnut set
only

O

Victory Chocolate Section̂  
only

*San Lucas Harness set 
onlyi

Ashley
RecNner Sealy “Night Tide”

mm $299 FULL $379 QUEBt $399

Sealy “Prairie Creek”
$399 FUU. $479 Qurai $499

fai

Prid

http://www.thepampanews.com

