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Pampa folks share Christmas tradition
Mollie Bryant

mbrYant@thGpampanews. com

Christmas is a time for people 
to come together, and remember 
the reason for the season, and 
every family has their own holi­
day traditions.

Suzanne Wood, who will be 
traveling to Austin for Christmas 
this year, typically bakes treats 
like pound cake.

“We like sweets,” she sard.

“We read the Christmas story, 
sing Christmas carols and talk 
about what Christrnas really 
means.”

This year, Carey Knutson said 
that his family will be breaking 
from the norm by serving mostly 
finger food.

“It’s not about food,” he said. 
“ It’s about spending time with 
family, not worrying about cook­
ing.”

Faustina Curry is planning a

quiet Christm.i- hui her family 
goes out of it- \\,i\ to celebrate 
the Fpiphaii) I'li .l.mu,ii\ it.

“We edebrau- ihc Russian 
Christmas, whicli is when the 
wise men \ isiied b.ibs Jesus," she 
said. "W e have a bunch ot friends 
over, and make a special meal."

For mans lamilles. certain mov­
ies hav e become a big part of the 
holiday season. I’eggie Coleman 
watched " Ih c  ( hristmas Carol” 
with (ieorec ( Scoit each vear.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

staff photo by R andy P rib b te

Wilson Elementary music teacher Francene Owens (center, standing) conducts stu­
dents during the school’s Christmas program earlier this week.

B ig  y e a r  o f  a ltr u ism  fo r  VFW
Arnie Aurellano

editof®thepainpanews.com

Just judging by the membership num­
bers, it's easy to call 2011 a good year 
for Pampa’s Veterans o f Foreign Wars 
Post 1657.

“(This year), we’ve gone from 153 
members to 188,1 think it is right now," 
said VFW Post President Danny Martin. 
“We’re on the way up for sure. We got 
a lot o f new members diis year, it was 
good.”

It was an eventful year 6»* the post as 
well. The boys threw a pair o f success­
ful banquets, accepted a Soldier’s Cross 
statue from dieir women’s auxiliary in 
November and welcomed national VFW 
Commander-in-chief Richard L. Eubank 
and State Commander Wayne Depute in 
February.

The re ^  breadth, though, of the VFW’s 
accomplislunents this year lies beyond 
just membership statistics and visits 
from dignitaries. In ftet. a ^  Martin

JÍ

about why his num­
bers went up. and 
he’d readily tell 
you the true success 
story of the VFW's 
2011.

“I think the mem­
bership’s growing 
because of the giKvd 
th ills  we do tor our

M a r tin said. That s what
made it a real good year for us, 1 think. 
We were able to help a lot of people."

While Martin humbly declined to go 
into a lot o f detail (“We don’t like to 
advertise," he said with a brief laugh), 
but he did mention that the post was 
able to provide scholarships to a number 
o f Pampa kids and aid to several needy 
people and families over the course of 
the year. 'The post also held a benefit 
auction and concert in August to help 
chip in for renovations to its sister post 
VFW cont. on page 6

“It’s my a|l time fa\ 
Christmas movie,” she said

Joe Weaver and his famii 
also big lovers of the story 
made it a holiday tradition 
his kids were growing up.

“We used the read 
Christmas Carol’ every 
between Thanksgiving 
Christmas,” he said. “We 
collect copies of the 
in audio or video, but m 
books.”

Enbridge to 

move into PI 

in early 2012
M o u j e  Br y a n t  ^

mbryant®thepampanews. cc

After entering into an at 
ment to lease a 116-acre facili 
the Pampa Energy Center (P 
owned by the Pampa Ecom 
Development Corporation (P I . 
Enbridge Energy Partners pi. 
move into the space around th. 
quarter of 2012.

In addition to a $4 million p 
line purchase from the PED( 
affiliate of Enbridge has le 
the liquids terminal facility 
PEC for SI.3 million dollars 
a 40-year commitment. The 
includes a warehouse buildi 
safety and security building, 
age tanks, loading racks anv 
which Terri Larson of Enbi 
said will be the main focus fo 
gas transportation company.

“With the growing productu 
gas and liquids there in the Gi 
Wash, we really need a variei 
options for transportation on 
the area, and we think rail need 
be one of those options,’’ she 
“The PEC gives us that imn 
ate, cost effective access to thi 
network, so that’s the key pa 
us now."

The Granite Wash, an oil ano 
ural gas reservoir in the Panha 
ENBRIDGE cont on page 6
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PAMPA FORECAST
Today Sunday Monday

42
Low 22

47
Low 25

HigFi 51 
lo w  23

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42. 
Northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Tonight: Mostly dear, with a low around 22. 
North northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Christmas Day: Sunny, with a high near 47. 
North northwest wind around 10 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly dear, with a low around 
25. North northwest wind between 5 and 10 
mph.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 51. Breezy, 
with a southwest wind between 10 and 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Monday Night: Mostly dear, with a low around
23.

OThis information brought to you by...

P  R  E S  T  I O E
A U T O B O D Y  é ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500

$ 5 0  O ff  V o rto x  b o d lln o r w fio n  
yo u  b rin g  In  c b lld ’s  to y  o r c o a t.

L a s t  M i n u t e  A d s
The Pampa News is not responsible for the content 

of paid advertisement

4-H PECANS for sale. CERAMIC TILE, also 
Whole & pieces still left. Call tum bled stone- Showers,
4-H Office 669-8033. Counter-tops, Floors, Tub

Surrounds, Back Splashes. 
' Call Keith Taylor, 874-1779
'  Iv. msg.
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every day, 
Monday through 

Saturday, 
on your oomputerl

C a ll K a ra  a t 6 6 9 -2 5 2 5  
tor sub scrip tio n  deta ils .

Fetch your copy of 
The Pampa News 

today!
(Or call 669-2525 
to have it delivered 

with your mail.)

C ourt: D is tr ic ts  m a y  b e  d is c r im in a to r y
AUSTIN (AP) —  There are 

“genuine issues” o f whether Texas 
Republicans in the Legislature in­
tentionally discriminated against 
Hispanics in redrawing the state’s 
political maps, three federal court 
judges said in an opinion.

The Washington-based court 
sought to explain why it refused 
to approve redistricting maps 
drawn earlier this year by the Leg­
islature. Texas is one o f 16 states 
covered by Section 5 o f the Vot­
ing Rights Act and must get pre­
approval from either the Dept, of 
Justice o f the federal district court 
in Washington before changing 
any voting laws. The rule applies 
to states with a history o f racial 
discrimination.

Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott asked the Washington 
court earlier this year to approve 
the new maps, but the Justice 
Department and Texas minority 
groups argued that the redistrict- 
ing plans were discriminatory 
and asked the court to put them 
on hold. The court refused to ap­
prove the maps and set a trial date 
for Jan. 17 to hear more detailed
arguments.

In a 44-page opinion hied late 
Thursday, the court explained 
why.

“We conclude that there are 
genuine issues o f material fact 
regarding whether the plans were 
enacted with discriminatory in­
tent,” the court wrote. “The abil­

ity (o f minorities to elect a can­
didate o f  their choice) can rarely 
be m easured by a simple statisti­
cal yardstick, as is the essence o f 
Texas’s approach (to drawing fair 
districts).”

The groups opposing the maps 
argue that they are drawn to give 
whites a m ajority o f  seats in the 
Texas House, Senate and in the 
Texas congressional delegation, 
even though, according to the 
2010 census, whites only make 
up 45.3 percent o f  the population. 
As an example, the congressional 
district map drawn by Republi­
can lawmakers made voting-age 
whites the majority in 25 out o f  
Texas’ 36 districts.

In arguments before the court, 
state lawyers denied any inten­
tional racial bias. They explained 
that because Republicans con­
trol the Legislature, it was only 
natural that they drew maps that 
would benefit Republican candi­
dates. The reason Hispanics are 
not the majority in more districts 
is because most Hispanics vote 
Democratic, not because o f  their 
ethnicity, the Texas attorney gen­
era l’s office said.

The redistricting maps are also 
under attack in a second federal 
court case in San Antonio. Minor­
ity groups asked that district court 
to throw out the Legislature’s 
maps completely, claiming they 
are drawn to make sure minorities 
do not win elections. That court

decided to wait until there was a 
resolution in the Washington case 
and drew up tem porary maps for 
use in the 2012 election pending a 
resolution.

The court created those m aps 
by working o ff the old districts 
and accounting for racial factors. 
Democrats welcomed that mapy 
which gave them greater chances 
o f winning more districts.

Abbott, however, said the San 
Antonio court overstepped its 
authority by overruling the Leg­
islature’s maps before the Wash­
ington court had made a decision. 
The Supreme Court has agreed to 
hear that appeal on Jan. 9.

In court papers filed Thursday, 
Abbott asked the Supreme Court 
to order the use o f  the Legisla­
ture’s maps until the two pending 
court cases are decided, i f  the Su­
preme Court agrees, the decision 
would permanently change how 
the Voting Rights Act is enforced 
by allowing the use o f  contested 
maps before a court can decide if 
they are discrim inatory or not.

Meanwhile, the uncertainty has 
left many politicians in limbo, not 
knowing what their districts will 
look like, and therefore, whether 
or not they have a chance o f win­
ning. If the courts can reach an 
agreem ent on a map for the 2012 
election by late January, the Texas 
primary is scheduled to take place 
on April 3.

T e x a s in m a te  lo s e s  a p p e a l in  f ir e  d ea th
HOUSTON (AP) — A federal appeals court has re­

fused an appeal from a Bryan man sent to death row 
for killing his ex-girlfriend by throwing gasoline on 
the woman and setting her on fire.

Attorneys for Carl Henry Blue, 46, argued to the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals that he’s mentally im­
paired, making him legally ineligible for execution, 
and that instructions given to Brazos County jurors 
at a punishment trial in 2001 were unconstitutional.

A three-judge panel o f the New Orleans-based court 
rejected the arguments Thursday.

Blue was convicted in 1995 and sentenced to death 
for killing Carmen Richards-Sanders, 38, who was set 
on fire at her apartment in College Station in 1994. A 
man with her, Larence Williams, also was set ablaze 
but survived and testified against Blue.

Blue was given a second punishment hearing in 
2001 after a psychologist was found to have testified 
improperly at his first trial that because Blue was a 
black man, he was more likely to be a future danger. 
Blue was among about a half-dozen condemned Tex­
as inmates to receive new punishment trials because

of similar trial testimony from the psychologist, but 
his latest appeal was based on his second punishment 
trial.

Blue does not have an execution date and could ap­
peal his case to the U.S. Supreme Court.

John Wright, an attorney for Blue, did not immedi­
ately return a call Friday from The Associated Press.

Evidence showed Blue bought a paper cup of gas­
oline from a station next to the apartment complex 
and waited outside for Richards-Sanders to leave for 
work. When she opened the door, he threw gasoline 
on her and used a lighter to ignite her. When he saw 
Williams, he also tossed gasoline on him.

Blue turned him self in to police. Prison records 
show he told authorities he’d been drinking and 
smoking crack behind a convenience store, decided 
as a joke to offer the gasoline to her as a drink and 
became enraged when he saw Williams with her.

Defense lawyers acknowledged at Blue’s trial that 
he was responsible for the fire death but said the cir­
cumstances did not make it a death penalty case.

O b i t u a r i e s
h404HotMrt] 
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Joy “ B ird ”  Yvonne Bybee, 48 Box 1959, Fort Worth, TX 76101.

A memorial service sill be held for JoyBird Yvonne By­
bee on Wednesday, December 28, 2011, at 2 p.m. at the 
Highland Baptist Church in Pampa. Rev. Mike Watson of 
Hobart Baptist Church will be officiating. Burial will be 
in Fairview Cemetery.

Joy died August 11, 2011, in Lufkin. She was bom Oc­
tober 31, 1962, in Pampa.

Joy was preceded in death by her parents, B.M. (Bob) 
and Shirley Bybec and two brothers. Tommy Leroy By­
bee and Tony Bob Bybec. Survivors include her brother, 
Michael Bybee; sister, Diana Brummett; and children. 
Matt Rogers, Daniel Rogers, John Rogers, Jena Clark, 
LaTisha Huckins, Sarah Quilimaco, Jimmy Brown, 
Adam Brown, Joe Sperry, and Michael Benage; and nu­
merous grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, uncles, 
and an aunt.

Memorials may be made to People Baptist Church, PO

Michael Glen Lyle, 56
On December 22,2011, Michael Lyle went home to be 

with the Lord.
Mike was bom December 12, 1955, in Bryan. He grew 

up in Pampa and graduated from Pampa High School 
in 1975. Mike was a loving son and brother. He will be 
greatly missed by all those who loved him.

Mike is survived by his parents. Dr. Robert and Lou 
Ree Lyle; his sister, Debbie Stewart and husband John; 
his brother. Major Clay Lyle and wife Stephanie; three 
nieces; four nephews; one great-nephew and two great- 
nieces.

A graveside service was held in Tulia on December 24, 
2011. Donations may be made to the BSA Hospice in 
Amarillo or First Baptist Church Building Fund.
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Oyster industry eyes tracking
HOUMA, La. (AP) - The oyster in d u s ^  in the 

G ulf o f  M exico is developing an electronic system 
needed to track oysters for new food safety regula­
tions.

The C ourier reports that G ulf states are develop­
ing the system, required under measures passed by 
Congress last year to make it easier to track food- 
borne illness by tracing food from harvest to table.

The G ulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, a 
board representing the five G ulf states on fisheries 
issues, wants to replace the paper tracking process in 
use today with electronic technology.

Industry leaders say doing that could make the data 
more efficient, easier to access and could reduce the 
cost o f  complying with new food-safety regulations.

150,000 seed balls for Bastrop
AUSTIN (AP) - About 300 groups o f  children 

have worked to  make sure parts o f  Central Texas 
blackened by w ildfires get new plants.

Officials with Capital Area M aster N aturalists in 
Austin say about 150,000 seed balls w ill be avail­
able to Bastrop residents, whose land was damaged 
by the fires. The m arble-size balls o f  clay and com ­
post also contain native plant seeds.

M embers o f  the Native Plant Society raised $1,800 
to buy com post, clay and a special seed mix.

The A ustin  Am erican-Statesm an  reported Thursday 
that the seed balls were put together by children at 
schools, churches and youth groups. The seeds are 
from m ore than 50 varieties o f  Central Texas plants.

Organizer Ryan Fleming says she wanted to give 
som ething back to people whose land was burned in 
wildfires since Labor Day weekend.

Texas man claims Okla. jackpot
OKLAHOM A CITY (AP) - A Hemphill, Texas, 

construction com pany owner who purchased a lot­
tery ticket in Oklahom a has claimed a $1.2 million 
Hot Lotto jackpot.

Oklahom a Lottery officials said Thursday Kyle 
Conn bought the ticket at a convenience store in 
Idabel. Conn was traveling through the state on 
business and purchased the ticket for the Nov. 23 
drawing.

Conn said he plans to celebrate his winnings with 
a big New Year’s Eve party and will invest his prize 
money.

SPCA finds 4 horses dead
DALLAS (AP) - Animal welfare officers in Dallas 

have made a grim discovery, finding four horses 
dead and seven em aciated on a property in south­
west Dallas.

The Society for the Prevention o f  Cruelty to 
Anim als o f  Texas says the situation was reported 
Wednesday near the intersection o f  Loop 12 'an d  
Lancaster Road.

SPCA o f  Texas spokeswom an M aura Davies tells 
KTVT-TV o f  Fort Worth and Dallas says no water 
was found on the property for the horses, and the 
animals couldn’t reach what little food was there. 
Instead, the horses ate the bark and tw igs o ff  trees, 
which Davies says have little nutritive value.

The SPCA is now caring for the surviving horses, 
and a custody hearing is scheduled for next week.

Police station evacuated
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Part o f  San Antonio police 

headquarters hadTfr be evacuated for several hours 
after a nearby construction crew hit a natural gas 
line.
, CPS Energy spokeswom an Christine Patmon says 
police were allowed back into the building around 
4:30 a.m. Friday.

Patmon says the utility, shortly before 1:30 a.m. 
Friday, received a report from police about a strong 
smell o f  natural gas and that officers were evacuat­
ing part o f  the building.

Patmon told The Associated Press that a contrac­
tor working in front o f  police headquarters struck a 
4-inch gas line. Patmon says there was no fire.

She had no reports o f  anyone hurt.
San Antonio police did not im mediately provide 

further details to The Associated Press.

Elderly couple missing
OKLAHOM A CITY (AP) - A uthorities in eastern 

Oklahom a say they’re looking for a Checotah couple 
last seen on Thursday.

The O klahom an  reports Friday that the M cIntosh 
County sheriff’s office issued a silver alert for 
80-year-old M ildred Kirkham and 90-year-old Evert 
Kirkham early Friday morning.

The new spaper says the couple was last seen about 
10 a,m. Thursday. Both m ay be wearing camouflage 
jackets

Authorities say they m ay be heading to  M eeker or 
the Oklahom a CHy area.

Dallas pair convicted o f fraud
DALLAS (AP) - A federal ju ry  in Dallas has con­

victed two men in a $20 m illion telecommimications 
scam in which homeless people were paid for use o f  
their identities.

Prosecutors say Nathan Todd Shafer o f  Irving and 
Matthew Norm an Simpsem o f  Red Oak were convict­
ed Thursday o f  conspiracy to commit wire fraud and 
mail fraud. Simpson was also convicted o f  e-mail- 
related finud, obstruction-destruction o f  evidence 
and false registration o f  a domain name.

Prosecutors say the names o f  some hom eless peo­
ple were listed as officers, directors and managers 
o f  bogus emnpanies, to defraud telecommunications 
firms o f  goods and services.

iM f  people have pleaded guilty since
lym ppn’s bOBUs and

W mj. W eissc r t
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
- A coalition of school 
districts that educate more 
than 1.5 million Texas 
children filed a fourth 
lawsuit against the state 
Thursday over school 
funding, alleging that the 
current system doesn’t 
provide schools enough 
money and distributes it 
unfairly.

The suit was brought by 
63 public school districts 
and has the financial back­
ing o f two more, which 
collectively represent 
about a third of the state’s 
public school enrollment, 
according to Thompson 
& Horton, the Houston- 
based law firm handling 
the suit.

It will be “the most 
broad and diverse group 
of school districts ever 
to jointly “ Challenge the 
school finance system,’’ 
the firm said in a state­
ment. “The plaintiff group

includes the largest and 
some o f the smallest 
school districts in the state, 
and many in between.”

Filed in Travis County, 
which includes Austin, 
the suit is the fourth of 
its kind since the Texas 
Legislature cut $5.4 billion 
from education funding 
when devising the state's 
two-year budget this sum­
mer. In all, more than 500 
Texas school districts rep­
resenting about 3.3 million 
children are now suing the 
state.

Thompson & Horton 
says Texas is expected to 
grow by 170,000 students 
in the next two years and 
much o f that growth will 
be among economically 
disadvantaged students 
who “now make up almost 
60 percent of total stu­
dent enrollment.” Its suit 
says that for the first time 
since World War 11, Texas 
lawmakers failed to pro­
vide enough funding to 
cover the costs of student 
growth, while also elimi­

nating or severely cut­
ting ^ d i n g  for programs 
designed to help at-risk 
students.

Paying for public schools 
has been a battle in Texas 
for much of the last cen­
tury. Most ^recently, law­
makers implemented a 
new tax structure, reduc­
ing reliance on property 
taxes and creating a new 
business tax.

The Legislature adopt­
ed the overhaul during 
a 2006 special session, 
under court threat of clos­
ing public schools. At the 
time, the Texas Supreme 
Court warned that the plan 
would only be a temporary 
fix.

The suit filed Thursday 
says, “unfortunately, the 
Texas Legislature has 
failed repeatedly to heed 
the Supreme Court’s warn­
ings. Instead of true struc­
tural change, the state has 
fallen back on temporary 
fixes that ultimately fail 
to support the increasing 
expectations Texas has set

for a student population 
that is rapidly growing and 
disadvantaged.”

The suit also alleges thin 
the current funding system 
has effectively violated a 
Texas constitutional ban 
on property tax because 
of the Legislature’s previ­
ously approved a cap on 
how much districts can 
raise local property taxes 
without voter approval. 
Continued lack o f state 
funding has since forced 
many districts to continu­
ally tax at the highest rate 
possible.

“Over time, increased 
state requirements cou­
pled with reduced state 
financial support have 
stripped school districts 
of any meaningful discre­
tion over local tax rates. 
Districts have no other 
choice than to tax at high 
rates in order to meet state 
requirements,” the suit 
says. “Consequently . . . 
the system now operates 
as a state property tax.”

Estranged dad of exonerated TX inmate seeks pay
W ill W eissert
Associated Press

AUSTIN (AP) - The 
long-estranged father 
of the first Texas prison 
inmate to be posthu­
mously exonerated by 
DNA testing has suddenly 
come forward, claiming 
he’s entitled to half of the 
nearly $ 1.1 million the 
state awarded to the man’s 
family for his wrongful 
imprisonment.

Ernest J. Kennard 
appeared in a Fort Worth 
court this month and 
obtained a judge’s order 
entitling him to half of 
the estate of Tim Cole, 
who was wrongftilly con­
victed for a 1985 rape but 
died in prison before he 
was declared innocent. 
Relatives are outraged 
that Kennard would turn 
up now, after having no

You M ight 
Need

Brakes if ...
• You hear squealing 

or grinding noises 
during breaking

• You feel the car 
puil to one side or 
"grabbing”

• You have clicking 
noises during 
breaking

j  ha* b««n set ft>r M arch 23. The consp ir­
acy end  ohetractioR-dcstruction o f  evidence counts 
cany  m axinuun 20-year prison terms.

7411

• Premium Pad 
Installation

• Rotor&Drum 
Resurfacing

• Master Cylinder
• Calipers

AtEsSir
InstaUmt Peace

M É Ñ H H tílm i
665-5302

hudsontirapros.com

contact with the family for 
decades, said Cole’s half 
brother Cory Session.

“He is the deadest of 
dead-beat dads,” said 
Session, policy director 
for the Innocence Project 
o f Texas, which helps 
clear wrongfully convict­
ed prison inmates. “When 
he showed up in court, 
we were all like, 'Who 
is this man?’ He’s like a 
stranger.”

Session said the court 
order, which directed 
the estate be shared with 
Cole’s mother, has been 
suspended pending a 
review of Cole’s will. He 
said his'm other plans to 
sue Kennard for back child 
support if  he receives any 
compensation.

K ennard’s attorney, 
Aaron Ray, did not return

a series of phone calls 
from The Associated Press 
this week. Kennard lives 
in Houston but two phone 
numbers listed for him 
have been disconnected, 
and a man who answered 
a third said he had never 
heard of him.

A U.S. Army veteran. 
Cole was studying at 
Texas Tech University 
when he was convicted of 
the 1985 rape of a fellow 
student. He always main­
tained his innocence, even 
though admitting to the 
crime could have earned 
him parole.

Cole was 39 when he 
died behind bars in 1999 
from asthma complica­
tions. Nine years later, a 
DNA test cleared him of 
the crime and implicated 
convicted rapist Jerry

Wayne Johnson, who con­
fessed in several letters to 
court officials that date 
back to 1995.

Last year. Gov. Rick 
Perry granted Texas’ first 
posthumous pardon to 
Cole.
PAY cont. on page 5
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To our friends and customers:

Each year during the holiday season; 
we take great pleasure in setting aside our regular 
work and sending a heartfelt message to all our 

sbest friends and customers.

*How joyful we are that this time has come again to 
extend to you sincere gratitude becatise it is good 
friends and customers like you that make our 
business possible.

fay your holiday be filled with joy and the coming 
year be overflowing with all good things in life.

John A., John H., Betty J., Angela, Michael,
La Jeanna, Chrise, Stitches, Patches & Pork Chop

Vu

l o i N  T . K in g  &  S m s 7438
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Viewpoints
Today in History

Today is Saturday, Dec 24, the 358th day o f 
2011 There are seven days left in the year. This is 
Christmas Eve.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On bee. 24, 1814, the War of 1812 officially 

ended as the United States and Britain signed the 
Treaty of Ghent.

On this date:
In 1524, Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama 

- who had discovered a sea riute around Africa to 
India - died in Cochin, India.

In 1809, legendary American frontiersman 
Christopher “Kit” Carson was bom in Madison 
County, Ky.

In 1851, fire devastated the Library of Congress 
in Washington, D C., destroying about 35,000 
volumes.

In 1865, several veterans of the Confederate 
Army formed a private social club in Pulaski, 
Tenn., called the Ku Klux Klan.

In 1871, Giuseppe Verdi’s opera "Aida” had its 
world premiere in Cairo, Egypt.

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
appointed Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower supreme 
commander of Allied forces in Europe as part of 
Operation Overlord.

In 1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s “Amahl and the 
Night Visitors,” the first opera written specifically 
for television, was first broadcast by NBC-TV.

In 1961, the Houston Oilers won the second 
American Football League Championship Game, 
defeating the San Diego Chargers, 10-3.

In 1968, the Apollo 8 astronauts, orbiting the 
moon, read passages from the Old Testament Book 
of Genesis during a Christmas Eve telecast.

In 1980, Americans remembered the U.S. hos­
tages in Iran by burning candles or shining lights 
for 417 seconds - one second for each day of cap­
tivity. Karl Doenitz, the last leader of the Third 
Reich following the suicides of Adolf Hitler and 
Joseph Goebbels, died in West Germany at age 89.

Ten years ago: Officials said President George 
W. Bush had created a formal line of succession at 
several key federal agencies in the event a Cabinet 
secretary were to be killed or incapacitated.

Five years ago: Ethiopia sent fighter jets into 
Somalia and bombed several towns in a dramatic 
attack on Somalia’s powerful Islamic movement; 
Ethiopia’s prime minister said his country had been 
"forced to enter a war.”

One year ago: Pope Benedict XVI ushered 
in Christmas Eve with an evening Mass amid 
heightened security concerns following package 
bombings at two Rome embassies and Christmas 
Eve security breaches at the Vatican the previous 
two years.

Today’s B irthdays: Songwriter-bandleader
Dave Bartholomew is 91. Author Mary Higgins 
Clark is 84. Rock singer-mdsician Lemmy 
(Motorhead) is 66. Actor Grand L. Bush is 56. 
Actor Clarence Gilyard is 56. Actress Stephanie 
Hodge is 55. Rock musician Ian Burden (The 
Human League) is 54. Actor Anil Kapoor is 52. 
Actor Wade Williams is 50. Designer Kate Spade 
is 49. Rock singer Mary Ramsey (10,000 Maniacs) 
is 48. Actor Mark Valley is 47. Actor Diedrich 
Bader is 45. Actor Amaury Nolasco is 41. Singer 
Ricky Martin is 40. Author Stephenie Meyer 
("Twilight”) is 38. "American Idol" host Ryan 
Seacrest is 37.

Thought for Today: "Christmas comes, but 
once a year is enough.” - American proverb
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THE 
HOMELESS

Have yourself a  m elancholy  little Christmas
Sometimes it hurts to say Merry 

Christmas.
Those of us who are old enough 

to have experienced the pain of loss 
know that for some people Christmas 
is anything but merry.

Yet we say it, hopeful that the sad­
ness in their eyes will be brightened 
by the promise of a lowly child bom 
in a manger; that the good wishes of 
friends may help offset the feeling of 
loss that the season brings.

As we spend time with family and 
friends this Christmas, we will be 
reminded of those who are no longer 
with us physically, but are smiling 
and laughing with us in our minds’ 
eye — parents, grandparents, cous­
ins, friends. We will feel them.

We are thankful that our family 
can be together, however briefly, and 
that we all are healthy.

We will also ponder the fact that 
we are blessed. There are millions 
of people who are without a job and 
find themselves in a position they 
previously would not have thought

possible.
There is want everywhere 

we turn, and children who 
are hungry.

Do you know that you 
live in a community where 
schools and teachers go out 
of their way to get some 
students a bit more food, 
because they are not sure the 
kids are getting any meals on 
the weekend?

Later in his short life, Jesus 
said, “There will be poor 
always.”

He did not mean that we should not 
try to do anything about it.

So we will also be mindful of the 
wonderful churches and organiza­
tions like the Salvation Army that 
exemply the spirit of Christ here 
every day.

We will worship this Christmas in 
one of tliose churches and be truly 
thankful for the opportunity to do so.

Our prayers will go out for the

RANDY
FRIBBLE

uniform and we will won­
der what Christmas is like 
for them.

And yes, we will open 
presents, those brightly col­
ored expressions of love 
for one another, knowing 
full well that should pres­
ents not be possible some­
time in the ftiture, the love 
will always be.

We will also pray foi
______ peace this Christmas -

peace for this war-weary 
world, and for peace within each of 
us.

We will ponder the meaning of it 
all: Innocence thrown into an evil 
world to save it; the beauty in the 
image of a helpless baby who will 
prove to be stronger thanking». ^  

And we will resolve to try harder* 
to deserve that child’s gift.

homeless, for men and women in

Randall Pribbta is the publisher ot T h t’ 
Pampa News. Contact htm at rpribbleiS » 
thepampanews.com. *

Letter to the Editor
F u e l p r ic e s  in  P a m p a

To the Editor:
I was wondering when I read an 

article in The Pampa News who 
could have written this article and 
had they ever been to Pampa? The 
article said the average price per 
gallon of gas in Texas was $3.05 
and the average for the nation was

$3.21 well
Obviously they haven’t filled up 

in Pampa. They listed the highest in 
Texas in Texarkana at $3.07 and we 
had a price of $3.24 here in pampa!

I don’t guess I understand how 
far they have to ship our gasoline, 
because I thought it came from

Borger, but I could be mistaken. 
Has anybody but me not noticed?

Well the money saved on gasoline • 
buys one more present for a loved • 
one so 1 guess I’ll go to Amarillo to • 
fill up and we usually eat while were I 
there and I’m sure the businesses in I 
Pampa could use the extra money to I  
fuel our economy. But remember to I 
shop Pampa first.

Marland Miller • 
Pampa ;

"iaU BE H0AI5  TbRCHRISf^WS/WCAN PLAN
ON Me.*
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Christmas Day in History
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Today is Sunday, Dec. 25, the 359th 
day o f 2011. There are six days left in 
the year This is Christmas Day.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On E)ec. 25, 1991, Soviet President 

Mikhail S. Gorbachev went on televi­
sion to announce his resignation as the 
eighth and final leader of a communist 
superpower that had already gone out 
of existence.

On this date:
In A.D. 336, the first recorded cel­

ebration of Christmas on Dec. 25 took 
place in Rome.

In 1066, William the Conqueror was 
crowned king of England.

In 1776, Gen. George Washington 
and his troops crossed the Delaware 
River for a surprise attack against 
Hessian forces at Trenton, N.J.

In 1818, “Silent Night,” written by 
Fran? Gruber and Father Joseph Mohr, 
was performed for the first time, at the 
Church of St. Nikolaus in Obemdorf, 
Austria.

In 1931, New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera broadcast an entire live opera 
over radio for the first time: “Hansel and 
Gretel” by Engelbert Humperdinck.

In 1936, American newspaperman 
Arthur Brisbane, 72, died in New York.

In 1941, during World War 11, Japan 
announced the surrender of the British- 
Canadian garrison at Hong Kong.

In 1961, Pope John XXlll formally 
announced the upcoming convocation 
of the Second Vatican Council, which 
opened in Oct. 1962.

In 1989, ousted Romanian President 
Nicolae Ceausescu (chow-SHES’-koo) 
and his wife, Elena, were executed fol­
lowing a popular uprising.

In 2009, passengers aboard 
Northwest Airlines Flight 253 foiled 
an attempt to blow up the plane as it 
was landing in Detroit by seizing a 
man who tried to set off explosives in 
his underwear.

Ten years ago: From Mazar-e- 
Sharif to Kandahar in Afghanistan 
and the USS Theodore Roosevelt in 
the Arabian Sea, American forces cel­
ebrated Christmas with carols, touch 
football and turkey dinners. In his 
traditional “Urbi et Orbi” message. 
Pope John Paul II turned his thoughts 
at Christmas to children - Palestinian, 
Israeli, American, Afghan and African 
- declaring that humanity’s hope 
depended on helping them.

Five years ago: James Brown, the 
“Godfatiier of Soul,” died in Atlanta 
at age 73. Pope Benedict XVI used 
his Christmas Day address to call for a 
peaceful resolution of conflicts world­
wide and appealed for greater caring 
of the poor, the exploited and all who 
suffer.

One year ago: The top U.S. and 
NATO commander in Afghanistan, 
Gen. David Petraeus, crisscrossed the 
country, making a Christmas visit to 
coalition troops at some of the main 
battle fronts in a show of appreciation 
and support in the tenth year of the 
war against the Taliban. A female sui­
cide bomber attacked an aid center in 
Pakistan, killing at least 45 people. The 
West Bank town of Bethlehem bustled 
with its biggest crowd o f Christian 
pilgrims in years. Former Venezuelan 
President Carlos Andres Perez died in 
Miami. Olympics documentary film­
maker Bud Greenspan, 84, died in 
New York.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer Tony 
.Martin is 98. Actor Dick Miller is 83. 
Author Anne Roiphe is 76. Actress 
Hanna Schygulla is 68. Rhythm- 
and-blues singer John Edwards (The 
Spinners) is 67. Actor Gary Sandy is 
66. Singer Jimmy Buffett is 65. Pro 
and College Football Hall-of-Famer 
Larry Csonka is 65. Country singer 
Barbara Mandrell is 63. Actress Sissy 
Spacek is 62. Former White House 
adviser Karl Rove is 61. Actress CCH 
Pounder is 59. Singer Annie Lennox 
is 57. Reggae singer-musician Robin 
Campbell (UB40) is 57. Country sing­
er Steve Wariner is 57. Singer Shane 
MacGowan (The Pogues, The Popes) 
is 54. Baseball Hall of Famer Rickey 
Henderson is 53. The former Chair 
of the Council of Economic Advisers, 
Christina Römer, is 53. Actress Klea 
Scott is 43. Rock musician Noel Hogan 
(The Cranberries) is 40. Singer Dido is 
40. Rock singer Mac Powell (Third 
Day) is 39. Rhythm-and-blues sing­
er Ryan Shaw is 31. Country singer 
Alecia Elliott is 29. Pop singers Lisa 
and Jess Origliasso (The Veronicas) 
are 27.

Thought for Today: “One of the 
most glorious messes in the world is 
the mess created in the living room on 
Christmas Day. Don’t clean it up too 
quickly.” - Andy Rooney. CBS \e w s  com­
mentator (I9I9-20II).
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The case led to the 2009 
Timothy Cole Act, under 
which Texas increased 
the compensation it pays 
to those wrongfully con­
victed from $50,000 to 
$80,000 for each year 
they spent in prison. So 
far, 43 inmates have been 
exonerated in Texas T(,’6 
more than any other state 
- according to the New 
York-based Innocence 
Project. The organization 
specializes in using DNA 
evidence to overturn 
wrongful convictions, 
and the Innocence Project 
o f Texas is its local arm.

Cole’s family received 
$1.06 million in com­
pensation in May, 
according to the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office.

Cole’s mother. Ruby 
Session, is in charge of 
his estate. She told the 
AP she did not want to 
speak about the matter, 
and her Fort Worth-based 
attorney, Robert Gieb, 
also declined comment.

Kennard claimed dur­
ing the Dec. 13 court 
hearing that he was one of 
Cole’s heirs. Court docu­
ments show that an asso­
ciate judge ruled that the 
heirs were Cole’s mother 
as well as Kennard, and 
that the estate should be 
divided equally between 
the parents.

Cory Session said the

ruling was suspended 
pending review o f a will 
that Cole created while in 
the Army. The will is not 
expected to be publicly 
released until at least next 
month.

Court documents don’t 
show any record o f the 
judge’s order being sus­
pended, but they do indi­
cate a letter being issued 
for a further hearing in 
the matter. It’s unclear 
when that hearing might 
be held. When contacted 
by phone, an administra­
tor for the Tarrant County 
court read through the 
documents but couldn’t 
provide further guidance 
on what the next step 
might be.

Cory Session said 
Kennard was subpoenaed 
to appear at the hearing, 
and the judge asked him 
just two questions: Did 
Tim Cole have any chil­
dren and was he ever mar­
ried? Kennard answered 
“no” to both.

Session said his moth­
er doesn't dispute that 
Kennard is Cole’s father, 
but from the day Cole 
was bom, Kennard said 
he wanted nothing to 
do with the baby. That 
prompted her to leave 
K ennard’s name off 
Cole’s birth certificate. 
Session said.

“His birth certificate

cont. from page 3

says Timothy Brian Cole, 
Mother: Ruby Cole.
Where it says Father" 
it’s blank,” he said.

Session said the family 
was further angered that 
during the court proceed­
ings, Kennard didn’t ask 
where Cole was buried - 
even though his gravesite 
was two miles from the 
Fort Worth courtroom

“He finally came to Fort 
Worth after all of those 
years ignoring us, and he 
didn’t even want to go see 
him,” Session said.

Session said Cole was 
raised by his mother and 
stepfather. He said that if 
the judge’s order stands, 
his mother plans to sue 
Kennard for hack child 
support.

“We need to make him 
accountable,” Session 
said. “He's not going to 
swoop in, sign on the dot­
ted line, and get well over 
half a million dollars 
Actually, he might do it 
but we’ll makt sure he 
doesn’t get away with it.
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VFW Enbridge
cont. from page 1 coni from page 1

in Childress, which needed repairs on 
interior damage and a leaky roof.

Even this past Tuesday, the VFW took 
17 local needy families on a Christmas 
shopping trip at Walmart.

“We just had our meeting and the mem­
bers nominated families that we thought 
could use some help this Christmas,” 
Martin said. “It was great. (The families) 
were real appreciative and we had a good 
time. ... I he best part of it was it wasn’t 
just junk toys that the kids bought, you 
know? I hey bought stuff they needed, 
clothes, that kind of thing.

"And the kids all bought something 
lor their parents for Christmas,” Martin 
added. "It was good to see. It was fun.”

Martin said that it’s simply the VFW 
wa\ to give back.

■ Ihat's the VFW motto,” Martin said. 
"V\ e honor our dead by helping the liv­
ing. We take it seriously. I think it’s the 
■ omradeship. I would say that it’s the 
comradeship that we all share that makes

us truly believe that. (Helping) is just 
what we like to do.”

In turn, Martin said that the VFW heart­
ily appreciates the support that the Gray 
County community has given the post in 
2011.

“I think the community backs us 100 
percent,” he said. “We get a lot of sup­
port from the people in the area, and we 
appreciate that. ... To see a Veterans Day 
program like Travis puts on, you see the 
M.K. Brown (Auditorium) full of kids, 
that kind o f tells you something being a 
veteran. That makes you feel good. We 
love that.”

It’s displays like that, Martin said, that 
motivates the VFW to keep up its steady 
stream of service to Pampa in 2012.

“Every year, we want to grow and we 
want to be able to do things,” Martin said. 
“We don’t have anything special that 
we’re planning on. We just want to keep 
our community in our sights and do what 
we can do to help.”

and southwest Oklahoma, 
has spurred recent industry 
growth, particularly with 
access to new technologies 
like horizontal drilling and 
fracking. Increased pro­
duction has trickled down 
to create growth for trans­
portation companies like 
Enbridge.

“We’re seeing a lot more 
liquid rich gas and grow­
ing production in that area, 
so that is and will continue 
to be a big focus for us,” 
said Larson.

As of now, she isn’t cer­
tain how many jobs the 
expansion will bring to the 
area.

“W e’ve * been in the 
Panhandle and the Pampa 
area for a while, and we 
certainly are committed 
to continuing to grow our 
business there, and con­
tribute to the workforce 
when we can, whenever 
it’s appropriate to do so,” 
she said.

check us out online @ www.thepampanews.com
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Christmas Eve Service
December 24 • 6 pm

Light refreshments provided at 5  pm.

Christmas Morning Service
December 25 • 10 am

First Baptist Church 
203 N. West St. •  Pampa, Texas

The public is cordially invited to attend. 7377
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Community
WEDDING BELLS W eekly M enus

Pampa Senior Citizens Center

MONDAY, Dec. 26
Chicken fried steak or chicken & ham 
tetrazini, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
beets, beans, slaw, tossed salad, jello, 
spice cake, blueberry creme pie, fruit cup, 
hot roll, combread

TUESDAY, Dec. 27
Swiss steak or Kraut ‘n sausages, sour 
creme potatoes, california blend, beans, 
slaw, tossed salad, jello, pistachio/choco- 
late bundt cake, lemon pie, fruit cup, hot 
roll, combread

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 28
Roast beef brisket/brown gravy or cook’s 
choice, mashed potatoes, baby carrots, 
peas, beans, slaw, tossed salad, jello, pine­
apple upside down cake, blackberry cob­
bler, fruit cup, hot roll, combread

THURSDAY, Dec. 28
Chicken strips or liver ‘n onions, curly 
fries, mac & tomatoes, com, beans, slaw, 
tossed salad, jello, funfetti cake, pumpkin 
pie, fruit cup, hot roll, combread

FRIDAY, Dec. 29
Cod fish filet/hushpuppies or Swedish 
meatballs/noodles, potato wedges, squash 
casserole, beans, slaw, tossed salad, jello, 
brownies, tapioca cup, fruit cup, garlic 
breadstick, hot roll, combread

Pampa Meals on Wheels

MONDAY, Dec. 26
Closed - Holiday Merry Christmas

TUESDAY, Dec. 27
BBQ Sandwiches, potato salad, baked 
beans, pineapple

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 28
Meatloaf, scalloped potatoes, peas, 
pears

THURSDAY, Dec. 29
Stew, combread, applesauce

FRIDAY, Dec. 30
Tater tot casserole, cabbage, blackeyed 
peas, mixed fruit
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Jenee Norris and Clinton,Devoll

N o r r is , D e v o ll  w e d  S e p t. 1 0
Jene6 Brionne Norris and 

Clinton Reid Devoll were 
married on September 10, 
2011 in Amarillo, Texas. 
The ceremony was offici­
ated by Rev. Paul Carruth 
and Carol Peet.

Parents of the bride are 
Jenny Bronner-Norris and 
Dennis Norris.

Grandparents are Sandra 
and David Bronner of 
Pampa, and Jackie and Jim 
Norris of Lorenzo, Texas. 
Parents of the groom are 
Twila and Vernon Devoll. 
Grandparents are Herb 
Trimble and Louise and 
Vernon Ray Devoll all of 
Pampa.

Maid o f honor was Erin 
Norris, sister of the bride.

Bridal attendants were 
AH Norris, sister o f the 
bride; and Derek Norris, 
brother o f the bride; Darby 
Jackson, Danielle Miller 
and Kourtney Evens.

The flower girl was 
Katie Evens. Guest book 
registry was Cheyenne 
Rush, cousin o f the bride.

Best man was Coy 
Devoll, brother o f the 
groom. Groom’s atten­
dants were Stefani Devoll, 
sister-in-law o f the groom; 
Brian Sullivan, Josh 
Jackson, Wade Miller and 
Chris Evens.

The ring bearers were 
Dillon Evens and Kaleb 
Evens. Ushers were 
Mitchell Kilgo and Collin

Killgo, cousins o f the 
bride; James Ray Devoll, 
cousin of the groom; and 
Adam Kent.

A dinner and dance fol­
lowed the ceremony at 
Moonwater Weddings. 
Following the wedding, 
the happy couple spent 
their honeymoon at the 
Atlantis Resort in Nassau.

The bride attend­
ed Wayland Baptist 
University on a soccer 
scholarship and graduated 
with a degree in Sociology. 
The groom graduated 
from West Texas A&M 
with a degree in Business 
Administration. The cou­
ple will reside in Pampa.

CcNoe In Or Call For A Quote

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE
Gray CouMy Insurance Doing Business As

JOHNSTON INSURANCE AGENCY

1712 N. HOBART 
PAMPA, TEXAS 

806.665.4133 
866.665 2788
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But The Best Rates & Service!

aiokMM,A|ea

1712 N. Hobart 

(806)665-4595

WehelpyoubuyorseH
yourhome!

Wisfiing ourjjatients a m i 
s ta ffa  M erry Cdristmas 
a n d  a ^ ap jry  Odew Year.
T ’fian i y o u jo r  tustinß us 

with your heaCth.

Robert Julian, MD —  Family Practice 

Dan Powell, MD —  Family Practice 

Kevin Sleek, MD —  Internal Medicine 

Bonnie Jo Steen, PA-C —  Family Practice 

Tiffany D Shadie, NP-C —  Family Practice

We will be closed 
Monday December 26th

Family aOZSPejrytonPkwy 

M edicine Pampa, Texas 79065
Center (806)665-080i
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Juay and John Warner
50 years ago

President’s reception

Attrusans Judy Warner (from left), Carol 
Fields and Rochelle Lacy enjoy visiting at the 
Altrusa Christmas Reception held recently at 
the home of Kathryn Green. The annual event 
IS held to honor the club’s president. Rochelle 
Lacy is presently serving as 20l 1-2012 presi­
dent.

 ̂ S u m t a y Morning - 10:00 am
'M th '‘ pv<'ial I  hriMmax r ommanioB Scrvicv

i  ^
^  No Evening Services

First Pratecofit^ Holiness Quitch 
noojucoefi •

w e d d in g  a n n iv e r sa r y  D e c . 3 0
The children of John and Judy Warner 

announce their parent’s 50th wedding 
anniversary.

John Wiiliam Warner and Judith Diane 
Mumma were married December 30, 
1961 at St. Stephen’s Methodist Church, 
Houston, Tx.

The couple have resided in Pampa for 
the last 50 years. They are members of 
the United Methodist Church and have 
been involved in many civic and com-

munity projects.
Children o f the couple are Mike Warner, 

Amarillo, Tx; Sandy Carr and husband 
Ron, Miami, Tx, Melanie Warner, Fresno, 
Ca. and Patti Warner, Dallas, Tx.

Grandchildren are Sage, Phebe and 
Simone Warner of Amarillo; Jonathan, 
Aaron and Shelbie Carr of Miami and 
Kyla, Cole, Hudson and the late Carson 
Kennedy of Fresno.

Gary Winton: 

Realtor®/Office 

Manager 

806-440-1698 

1712 N. Hobart 

(806) 665-4595

We help you buy or sell 
your home!
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Sports
C a p r o c k  T o u r n e y  a  h o lid a y  

tr a d it io n  fo r  P H S b a s k e tb a ll

photQ courtesy of Joe M urray

Látigo Collins shoots a layup in last season’s Caprock Tournament. Collins 
helped the Harvesters to a second place finish in last season’s tournament.

A n d r e w  G lo ver
aglover@thepampanews. com

During the last four seasons, the Pampa 
Harvesters and Lady Harvesters hâve 
included a trip to Lubbock in their holi­
day plans. This year will be no differ­
ent, as both teams will try to build on 
last year's results when they return to 
the Caprock Tournament Wednesday in 
Lubbock.

The tournament is the largest in the 
state of Texas and will host 85 teams this 
week from all over the state. Schools as 
large as 5A and as small as 1A participate 
in the event.

For the second consecutive season.

Pampa will be playing in a small school 
bracket. Last year, the Harvesters finished 
as runners-up and the Lady Harvesters 
won the consolation bracket. The 
Harvesters got to play the championship 
game on Lubbock Christian University’s 
floor. Senior Látigo Collins said it was a 
fun atmosphere.

“I had played there before then in 
AAU,” Collins said. "But there was 
quite a bit of people there. Just wish we 
wouldn’t have gotten killed."

The Harvesters were defeated 93-67 by 
Wall, which was ranked second in 2A at 
the time.

Head coach Dustin Miller said he likes 
TOURNAMENT cont on page SB

to all our Customers. 
Thank you for your 

loyal patronage. 
We look forward to 
serving you in the 

New Year.

C onw r of Hwy 60 & 70 • Call 806-669-6062!
Buy Here, Pay Here, No Credit Check. Visa & Mastercard Accepted. 

Go to our website at. wwwiDougBoydMotors.com

\\^isliing You
W e llA tT k e

HoliJags

rom our entire staff to all our 
patients, associates and their 
families go our best wishes 
for a happy and healthy 
holiday season. For 
the gift of your trust, 
we are deeply grateful.

fc ' . i  i/: i

PAMPA REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER

I ,v t .

check us out online @ www.thepampanews.com
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http://www.thepampanews.com
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Sports
Merry Christmas from the Broncos’ Tim Tebow

Last week, ended Denver 
Broncos’ quarterback Tim 
Tebow’s comeback nm. 
Six straight come from 
behind victories is still an 
accomplishment.

Now, I’ve heard peqjle 
saying that ‘Tebow Time” 
is overrated and he isn’t the 
real reason that the Broncos 
won.. 1 agree and disagree 
in part with those people. 
Tebow definitely deserves 
some credit, because if he 
didn’t start playing in the 
fourth, then there wouldn’t 
be a “Tebow time.”

Still, other people do 
deserve credit for those 
wins. With Christmas 
tomorrow, here’s some 
people whom I think are 
on Tebow’s Christmas card 
list.

Looking at 
just the Broncos,
Tebow definitely 
has been grate­
ful to his defense 
and kicker Matt 
Prater. During 
the six wins, the 
Broncos allowed 
an average of 17 
points per game.

The defense
has been able ______
to keep oppo­
nents at bay which has 
kept Denver in the game so 
Tebow Time can occur.

During the winning 
streak. Prater has kicked 
three-straight game-win­
ning field goals and two 
game-tying field goals. 
Prater has definitely come 
up clutch and has helped

ANDREW
GLOVER

the Broncos get 
where they are.

These vic­
tories weren’t 
just because of 
Tebow’s team 
either. Some of 
the opponents 
helped Tebow 
lead a comeback.

1 think the 
first card Tebow

______  would send
would be to the 

fans in Miami that cheered 
him to a comeback victory.

shows I  still have a place 
in your heart as well. I 
feel so blessed because o f  
that. Any ways thanks fo r  
a memorable game. Merry 
Christmas.

God Bless, 
Tim Tebow

Dear Fans,
Thanks fo r cheering me 

on and helping my team 
come from  behind. I under­
stand that the Dolphins 
are your hometown team. 
Your enthusiastic support

Then, there was the game 
against Minnesota. It was 
a key game for Denver 
because a victory and an 
Oakland loss would mean 
it would be in first place. 
The Vikings secondary, 
especially Cedric Griffin, 
left Denver’s Demaryius 
Thomas wide open several 
times leading to two touch­
downs. Tebow was defi­
nitely grateful for that.

Dear Cedric Griffin,

R om o o n  r o ll fo r  p la y o ff h o p e fu l D a lla s
IRVING (AP) — Tony 

Romo is on quite a roll, 
even though he has never 
had a winning December 
for the Dallas Cowboys.

Right after their last 
game, owner Jerry Jones 
declared that it would be 
a career disappointment 
for him if the NFC East­
leading Cowboys missed 
the playoffs this season 
when their quarterback is 
playing so well.

"I just think anytime 
you're in this position, 
where you have a chance 
to make the playoffs, it's 
important to get it done," 
Romo said. "It's hard to 
get here. It's also fun to be 
in this position and have a 
chance. I think that's excit­
ing for our football team, 
that's why guys are playing 
with a lot of passion and 
are energized to be here 
every day. That's a great 
feeling."

The Cowboys (8-6) play 
their regular-season home 
finale against Philadelphia 
(6-8) on Saturday. If the 
New York Giants lose ear­
lier in the day against the

Jets, Dallas would have a 
chance to clinch the NFC 
East title.

Though Dallas has 
won only one of its three 
December games, the vic­
tory coming last week at 
Tampa Bay, Romo has 
completed 70 percent of 
his passes for 869 yards 
with eight touchdowns and 
no interceptions in that 
stretch. He has 22 TDs 
with only four picks his 
last 10 games.

"I tell you what, he's 
playing very, very good 
football right now," Eagles 
coach Andy Reid said. "It's 
a tribute to him and that 
whole offense there, but 
he's putting that ball into 
small windows, doing a 
nice job with it."

After the Cowboys 
swept through their four 
November games, improv­
ing Romo's career record 
as a starter in that month 
to 19-2, they lost their first 
two games in December 
when they missed field 
goals at the end of regula­
tion in both.

Romo has a 10-14 record

overall in December, and 
has never won more than 
two games in the last month 
of the calendar year. But 
his eight TDs this month 
are already more than he's 
ever had in December.

"It's about us going 
out and winning football 
games, so I don't think 
about any individual stats 
or any of that stuff," Romo 
said. "Any time you step on 
the field, you've got to have 
confidence in your abilities 
as a team and, obviously, 
individually. Our team 
continues to grow and get 
better."

Romo, in his sixth sea­
son as the Cowboys starter, 
got his first playoff victory 
two years ago when the 
Cowboys beat the Eagles 
in the regular-season finale 
and then again the follow­
ing week in the NFC wild­
card game.

In 2006, after Romo 
became the starter seven 
games into the season, the 
Cowboys lost 21-20 in die 
playoffs at Seattle when 
Romo flubbed the hold on 
a short field-goal attempt

Q u irk s g a lo r e  in  sh o r te n e d  NBA s e a s o n
Carmelo Anthony's 

return to Denver is delayed 
for another year. LeBron 
James and Dwyane 
Wade won't be visiting 
Sacramento anytime soon. 
Fans in Chicago will only 
be seeing Kobe Bryant on 
television this season.

The NBA sought com­
petitive balance. What it 
got was schedule imbal­
ance.

One of the many con­
sequences of the lockout, 
besides hundreds of lost 
games and hundreds of 
millions o f lost dollars, 
was the tradition that every 
team plays in every NBA 
city at least once per sea­
son. That's not the case this

Oklahoma City won't be 
going to play the Knicks 
this season.

The NBA champion 
Dallas Mavericks won't be 
going to Charlotte, nor will 
Durant's Thunder, Bryant's 
Lakers or the Spurs, and 
that will keep ticket dol­
lars from finding Bobcats 
owner Michael Jordan's 
pockets.

Teams won't be playing 
the same number of divi­
sional games, so get ready 
for complaining should tie­
breakers come into play 
when determining playoff 
seeding. And many small 
market teams will be miss 
out on some guaranteed

sellouts against some elite 
clubs that might hurt in the 
standings but help with the 
bottom line.

"That's what happens 
when you have a lockout," 
Durant said.

When Magic coach Stan 
Van Gundy heard the 
league was putting togedier 
a 66-game slate instead of 
the usual 82-game run, he 
figured the breakdown was 
simple: Play every team in 
your division four times, 
then face every other team 
home and away.

That seemed easy 
enough.

Instead, ifs complicated.
"I'm not being critical

of it," Van Gundy said. 
"They've got a short period 
of time to play 66 games 
and there were a lot of fac­
tors they had to consider 
and I'm sure that they did 
it the best way that they 
could."

True, but there is some
zaniness.

Atlanta takes a trip that 
has the Hawks going north, 
then south, then north, then 
west, then east, then west 
and then home again, all 
in the span o f nine days. 
Cleveland has a nine-game 
February homestand. San 
Antonio goes nearly four

QUIRKS cont. on page 2D

year.
While teams will visit 

every other team in their 
own confieretKe, diey will 
only make trips to play 
nine clubs from the other 
side of the league instead 
of the usual IS.

Ifs one of many quirks 
of a 66-game scheAiIe that, 
in a variety of ways, is not 
like n y  odier in his­
tory.

"In some cases, the 
team business-type might 
complaai that they didn't 
get (to host) the Heat 
or the Lakers," NBA 
(2oinniisaianer David Stem 
■aid. "While hi the back­
ground, die coach is doing 
cartwheeia. So ifs koid of 
an intereating dynamic."
,  There's no diortage of 
those.

Reigning scoring king 
Kevin Dwmt dromed 66 
pofans in New Yonc earlier 
this year — alas, at Rucker 
fark. the fiMed outdoor 
pourt and not Madison 
Square Garden. He and

md the angel said, "I bring you good
tidings of great joy...Unto you is bom this
d a y  in  t h e  c i t y  o f  D a v i d  a  S a v i o r ,  w h o  i s

C h r i s t  t h e  L o r d . ’ Luke 2:10,11

May the pecRje and joy of this holiday season be In 
your heart now aixl throughout the coming year.

FURNITURE
1415 N .  Hobart 
P a m p a , T a x a s  

666-1623

T4ITI

Thanks fo r allowing me 
to hit my target. You don’t 
know how much 1 need­
ed that. Your man Jared 
Allen was on me all game, 
1 needed an escape. Thank 
fo r letting me fin d  my out­
let. Merry Christmas.

God Bless, 
Tim Tebow

Finally, against the 
Bears, it looked like Tebow 
Time wasn’t going to run 
as scheduled but there was 
Marion Barber. Two times 
the Bears could have left 
the Mile High city with 
a win and deny Tebow a 
chance. Thanks to Barber 
running out of bounds and 
fumbling that didn’t hap­
pen.

Dear Marion Barber,
Thanks fo r  saving my 

team and giving me chance 
after chance to lead them 
back I  know the playoffs 
mean a lot to you and your 
team. But I'm  humble 
and gratefidl that you gave 
me another chance. You 
are a great man. Merry 
Christmas.

God Bless, 
Tim Tebow

This week, Tebow will 
be looking to start another 
run. Maybe someone on the 
Bills will give him a play­
off berth for Christmas.

Andrew Glover Is The Pampa 
News sports reporter. He can 
be reached online at aglover® 
thepampanews. com

and was tackled short of 
the end zone trying to 
scramble for a score. A 
year later in the postseason, 
the Cowboys were home as 
the No. 1 seed after a bye 
week and lost 27-21 to the 
Giants after Romo's fourth- 
down pass with 9 seconds 
left was intercepted in the 
end zone.

Romo was asked if he 
was worried they may be 
rurming out of chances and 
if there was a feeling of 
having to do it now.

"I just think you have to 
put your head down and 
win football games and 
keep getting better as a 
team throughout the sea­
son. We'll deal with the end 
of the stuff later," Romo 
said. "It's hard to be in this 
position, to be in first place 
this late in the year.

"You need to go out and 
obviously finish it, and 
then start the whole new 
season once the playoffs 
begin," he said. "So our 
objective is just keep get­
ting better, put our heads 
down and go win a football 
game this week."

Welders 
Oilfield Hands:
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made by RASCO

Check our
prices.

You will be
shocked! I
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Sports
WEEKLY SCOREBOARD

Varsity Girls Basketball
VALLEY TOURNAMENT

McLean 12 15 10 7 44
Memphis 6 10 7 7 30

MCLEAN Ffì 3pt FTA FTM TP
M. Hubbard 0 0 0 0 0
S. Bohlar 3 3 2 2 17
J. fCetcherside 0 ‘l 0 0 3
R. Rodriguez 4 0 12 7 15
C. Webb 0 0 0 0 0
S. Acuna 0 0 0 0 0
A. Russell 1 0 6 2 4
C. Richardson Ó 0 0 0 0
J. Montoya 0 0 0 0 0
D. Justice 0 0 0 0 0
K. Adair 0 0 0 0 0
K. Richardson 2 0 4 1 5
Totals 10 4 24 12 44
MEMPHIS FG 3pt FTA FTM TP
Byars 0 0 0 0 0
Maddox 0 0 0 0 0
Gonzalez 1 0 0 0 2
Monroe 2 0 4 1 5
Glover 1 0 1 0 2
Yarbrough 3 0 6 3 9
J. Player * 3 0 1 0 6
Molloy 3 0 1 0 6
Totals 13 0 13 4 30
TEAM 1 3 4 Final
McLean 12 10 7 10 39
Silverton 10 13 8 0 31

MCLEAN FG 3pt FTA FTM TP
S. Bohlar 3 4 2 1 19
J. Ketcherside 0 0 0 0 0
R. Rodriguez 3 0 6 3 9
C. Webb 0 0 0 0 0
S. Acuna 0 0 0 0 0
A. Russell 1 1 0 0 5
C. Richardson 0 0 0 0 0
J. Montoya 0 0 0 0 0
D. Justice 0 0 0 0 0
K. Adair 0 0 0 0 0
K. Richardson 3 0 0 0 6
Totals 10 5 8 4 39
SILVERTON FG 3pt FTA FTM TP
Cogdell 0 0 0 0 0
Yanez 1 0 0 0 2
Carpenter 0 0 0 0 0
Deckard 0 1 0 0 3
Gamole 0 0 0 0 0
Perry 0 2 2 1 7
Bullock 7 1 4 2 19
Totals 8 4- 6 3 31
TEAM 1 2 3 4 Final
McLean 8 10 11 7 36
Childress 8 8 19 10 45

MCLEAN FG 3ot FTA FTM TP
S. Bohlar 6 1 0 0 15
J. Ketcherside 0 0 0 0 0
R. Rodriguez 5 0 11 5 15
C. Webb 0 0 0 0 0
S. Acuna 0 0 0 0 0
A. Russell 1 0 0 0 2
C. Richardson 0 0 0 0 0
J. Montoya 0 0 0 0 0

D. Justice 0 0 0 0 0
K. Adair 0 0 0 0 0
K. Richardson 2 0 0 0 4
Totals 14 1 11 5 36
CHILDRESS FCf 3nt FTA FTM TP
K. Ralston 0 0 0 0 0
T. Loter 0 1 0 0 3
M .Johnson 0 0 1 0 0
C. Canu 0 0 0 0 0
C. Longoria 3 2 0 0 12
R/ Keoder 0 0 0 0 0
K. Brodham 0 0 0 0 0
C. Campbell 2 0 8 1 5
T. Counion 8 1 10 7 26
T. Bender 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 13 4 19 8 45
TEAM 1 ;Ì 3 4 OT Final
McLean 10 13 8 15 4 50
Follett 11 11 12 12 13 59

MCLEAN FG 3pt FTA FTM TP
S. Bohlar 3 1 4 3 12
J. Ketcherside 0 0 3 2 2
R. Rodriguez 6 1 13 3 18
C. Webb 0 0 0 0 0
S. Acuna 0 0 0 0 0
A. Russell 3 0 7 4 10
C. Richardson 0 0 0 0 0
J. Montoya 0 0 0 0 "0
D. Justice 0 0 0 0 0
K. Adair 0 0 0 0 0
K. Richardson 4 0 0 0 8
Totals 16 2 27 12 50
FOLLETT FG 3pt FTA FTM TP
M. Stuart 1 0 2 1 3
C. Alaig 0 0 0 0 0
D. Smith 6 0 18 8 20
K. Frazier 0 0 0 0 0
M. Stuart 3 0 12 9 15
J. Lolley 1 0 2 2 4
J. Alag 1 0 0 0 2
H. Tyson 4 2 2 1 15
Totals 16 2 36 20 58

FRIDAY
TEAM 1 3 4 Final
Estacado 11 8 13 5 37
Pampa 13 6 16 11 46

ESTACADO FG' 3pt FTA FTM TP
J. Tyson 0 0 0 0 0 .
J. Johnson 3 0 0 0 6
L.Johnson 0 0 0 0 0
T. Runels 0 0 0 0 0
T. Willson 2 1 4 3 10
A. Briley 4 2 9 4 18
V.Johnson 0 0 2 1 1
K. Watton 1 0 0 0 2
K. Willson 0 0 0 0 0
T. Britten 0 0 0 0 0
T. Ross 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 10 3 15 8 37
PAMPA FG' 3pl FTA FTM1 TP
K. Kuhn 2 3 8 6 19
H. Burnett 0 0 0 0 0
K. Troxell 4 0 0 0 8
C. Sieck 1 0 2 2 4
L. Brown 1 0 0 0 2
D. Clendening 1 3 2 2 13
A. Ceyanes 0 0 0 0 0

E. Terry 
H. Baker 
T. Morgan 
Totals

0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
9 6 12 10 46

Varsity Swimming
SEMINOLE INVITATIONAL DEC. 10 
Girls 200-meter medley relay- 5, Pampa 
A (K. Ramey, M. Graef, S. VanHouten, 
S. Willson) 2:36.54.
Boys 200-meter medley relay- 3, Pampa 
A (S. Estes, J. Brown, D. Hudson, R. 
Portillo), 2:12.03.
Girls 200-metcr freestyle- 9, V. 
Valenzuela, 2:58.74. 15, S. VanHouten, 
3:05.20. 17, T. Lambright, 3:07.00.
Boys 200-meter freestyle- 4, K. Pfitzner, 
2:29.46: 7, C, Garvin, 2:35.98.
Girls 200-meter individual medley- 7, M. 
Graef, 3:07.60.
Boys 200-meter individual medley- 5, N. 
Towry, 2:49.46. 6, D. Hudson, 2:51.43. 
Girls 50-meter freestyle- 11, S. Willson 
35.83. 25, S. Adams 42.26. 31, S. Taylor, 
45.98.
Boys 50-meter freestyle- 2, S. Estes, 
26.49. 10, R. Portillo 28.93. 28, J. Cryer, 
33.57. 37, J. Owens, 35.96.
Girls 100-meter butterfly- 10, S. 
VanHouten, 1:45.27. 13, M. Parks, 
1:54.93.
Boys 100-meter butterfly- 4, R. Portillo, 
1:16.53. 6, D. Hudson, 1:17.95.
Girls 100-meter freestyle- 17, S. Willson, 
1:22.78. 27, S. Adams, 1:38.27. 33, S. 
Taylor 1:56.27.
Boys 100-meter freestvle- 11, J. Brown, 
1:07.55. 13, K. Pfitzner, 1:08.62. 26, J. 
Cryer 1:20.39. 33, J. Owens 1:31.54. 
Girls 400-meter freestyle- 3, K. Ramey, 
5:47.59. 13, T. Lambright, 6:37.94.
Boys 400-meter freestyle- 1, N. Towry, 
5:09.24. 7, C. Garvin, 5:35.31.
Girls 200-meter freestyle relay- 6, 
Pampa A (S. VanHouten, M. Graef, S. 
Willson, K. Ramey) 2:24.29. 13, Pampa 
B (S. Taylor, M. Parks, V. Valenzuela, T. 
Lambright) 2:42.25.
Boys 200-meter freestyle relay- 2, Pampa 
A (Pfitzner, Towry, Estes, Portillo) 
.1:53.51.8, Pampa B (J. Cryer, C. Garvin, 
D. Hudson, J. Brown) 2:07.50.
Girls 100-meter backstroke- 3, K. 
Ramey, 1:21.69.
Boys 100-meter backstroke- 2, S. Estes,

1:12.17.
Girls 100-meter breaststroke- 3, ” M. 
Graef, 1:32.02. 17, M. Parks, 2:1T32. 
18, V. Valenzuela, 2:23.24.
Boys 100-meter breaststroke- 3, J. 
Brown, 1:25.46.
Girls 400-meter freestyle relay- 8, 
Pampa A (M. Parks, T. Lambright, V. 
Valenzuela, S. Adams), 5:56.56.
Boys 400-meter freestyle relay- 8, Pampa 
A (C. Garvin, J. Cryer, K. Pfitzner, N. 
Towry), 5:01.96.
SATURDAY 
Tascosa Dual
Pampa Bovs 434 Amarillo Tascosa Boys 
371
Amarillo Tascosa Girls 450 Pampa Girls 
442
Girls 200-yard medley relay- 1, Pampa 
A (K, Ramey, M. Graef, S. Willson, 
R. Andrews), 2:19.98. 3, Pampa B (T. 
Lambright, S. VanHouten, M. Parks, V. 
Valenzuela) 2:37.41.
Boys 200-yard medley relay- 1, Pampa 
A (S. Estes, J. Brown, R. Portillo, C. 
Garvin) 2:01.72. 2, Pampa B (N. Towry, 
K. Pfitzjier, D. Hudson, J. Cryer, M. 
Foreman), 2:09.14.
Girls 200-yard freestyle- 3, V. 
Valenzuela, 2:51.45. 4, T. Lambright, 
3:00.63.
Boys 200-vard freestyle- 1, K. Pfitzner, 
2:15.50. 3,'C Garvin, 2:23.86.
Girls 200-yard individual m edley-2, M. 
Graef, 2:55.10. 3, S. Willson, 3:15.84. 
Boys 200-yard indvidual medley- 1, D. 
Hudson, 2:34.02. 2, N. Towry, 2:37.62. 
Girls 50-yard freesty le- 2, S. VanHouten, 
32.70. 4, R. Andrews, 33.27.
Boys 50-yard freestyle- 1, S. Estes, 
24.64. 3, J. Cryer, 30.91.
Girls 100-yard butterfly- 3, S. Willson, 
1:38.31. 4, M. Parks, 1:49.
Boys 100-yard butterfly- 1, R. Portillo, 
1:08.75. 3, D. Hudson, 1:17.51.
Girls 100-yard freestyle- 3, R. Andrews, 
1:18,91. 4, S. Adams, 1:27.73.
Boys 100-yard freestyle- 1, J. Brown, 
1:01.10.3, J. Cryer, 1:12.99.
Girls 500-yard freestyle- 1, K. Ramey, 
6:51.49. 4, V. Valenzuela, 7:29.38.
Boys 500-yard freestyle- 1, N. Towry, 
6:19.76. 2, C. Garvin, 6:34.05.

SCOREBOARD  cont. on page SB
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A baby bom today, Dec. 
2S, 2011, has a Sun and 
Moon in Capricorn.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Sunday, Dec. 25, 2011:

This year a new friend­
ship or creative opportu­
nity allows you to enjoy 
your life even more. Your 
disciplined ways, intense 
caring and willingness to 
nurture all blend. If you 
are single, a major rela­
tionship could be on the 
horizon because of your 
self-expression and will­
ingness. Don’t msh this 
relationship; let it follow 
its own pace. If you are 
attached, the two of you 
start acting like long-lost 
lovers. Not only are you 
happier, those around you 
are, too. TAURUS adds 
zip to your life.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You’ll Have; 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
.5-Average; 2-So-so; 
I -Difficult

ARIES (March 
21-April 19)

★  ★ ★ ★  Note a seri­
ous edge to the day, yet a 
surge of optimism impacts 
you late in the day. Others 
express their apprecia­
tion in a way that lets 
you know the wisdom of 
each gift and thought. You 
express a similar feeling of 
being indulged. Tonight: 
Relishing the good vibes.

This Week: Keep your 
goals in mind. Efficiency 
counts. Think "new year 
wishes.”

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20)

★  ★ ★ ★ ★  Underneath 
all the events and peo­
ple, your sense of happi­
ness mounts. You enter a 
period of several months 
where you can wish upon 
a star and make it hap­
pen. Your answers lie in 
your dreams; start using 
that ability to detach and 
create. Tonight: Make an 
important long-distance 
call.

This Week: Others
expect you to take the 
lead. Still, get as much 
as you need to get done. 
You are in the mood for 
celebration.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20)

★  ★ ★ ★  An emotional 
and deep interaction warms 
your day. You might be 
the one who responds to 
a challenging statement, 
but on the way you clear 
the air. Emotions flow. 
You have an inner sense 
of well-being. Tonight: Be 
with your special person.

This Week. Your mind 
works overtime. Your 
actions are in sync with 
your decisions.

CANCER (June 
21-July 22)

★  ★ ★ ★ ★  You might 
want to open dcK)rs and 
enjoy everyone around 
you. If anyone can cre­
ate a party out of noth­
ing, it is you. Loosen up 
and enjoy yourself, and 
don’t drive yourself crazy 
with responsibilities. Ask 
for help rather than isolate 
yourself. Tonight: Others 
try to share their world 
with you.

This Week: Your per­
sonal relationships define 
the week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★  ★ ★ ★  All the effort 

funneled into several spe­
cial moments could leave 
you disappointed. Don’t 
over-evalúate; throw your­
self into a football game or 
helping a loved one relax 
and enjoy. A child could 
be unusually responsive. 
Tonight: Chill out and 
don’t push.

This Week: Others
let you know what they 
expect. You might have a 
knee-jerk reaction.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22)

★  ★ ★ ★ ★  Your imagi­
native streak could be the 
source of a slight sense 
of disappointment. Go off

and throw yourself into the 
good feelings and sharing 
of the moment. A child or 
loved one fills up your day 
completely. Make a little 
time for others. Tonight: 
Say thank you nicely.

This Week:

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22)

★  ★ ★ ★  Express your 
appreciation to a room­
mate or family member. 
You could be on overload 
with as much as you have 
done and all the intensity 
and sharing. If you feel 
you must handle a situa­
tion, go to it, but only so 
you can relax afterward. 
Tonight: Be tired. Let go.

This Week: Reach
out for others. You read 
between the lines and 
come to a swift conclusion 
about what must be done.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
2 3 -N O V .2 1 )

★  ★ ★ ★ ★  You float 
from one person to the 
next. Your sense of humor 
helps tense situations dis­
sipate and allows others 
who might be off key to 
lighten up. Good news 
comes forward — if not 
tcxlay, then soon. Tonight: 
Accept a special invita­
tion.

This Week: You might 
need some downtime. 
Do take it Monday or 
Tuesday. You’ll see the 
results quickly.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21)

★  ★ ★  Curb a self- 
indulgent streak, whether 
it is with feelings, enjoy­
ing Christmas dinner or 
maybe even keeping a 
secret. A gift and/or anoth­
er person’s attitude tells 
you how valued you are. 
Tonight: Wear off some of 
that energy.

This Week: Make
calls. Clear out as much 
work as you can through 
Wednesday. Free time 
feels great.

Dear Abby...
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: 1 have 
been happily married for 
more than 20 years. I joined 
an online social network to 
keep in touch with family, 
friends and my kids who are 
in college. I love the conve­
nience, but I’m in a quandary.

A number of men from 
my past (some I dated and 
some not) have contacted 
me online with their phone 
numbers and asked me to call 
them. I was flattered at first, 
but DOW I think phone com­
munication would be inviting 
trouble.

I politely inform friends 
who push the issue that I’m 
happy to catch up online, but 
exit of respect for my husband 
and my marriage I don’t call 
men who send me their num­
bers. Most of them then drop 
further attempts at communi­
cation; others do not.

My problem is it contin­
ues to happen. I don’t remem­
ber being that popular when 
I was young, so it has caught 
me off guard. I suspended my 
account several times, but 
reactivated it because I miss 
the connection with extended 
family and friends.

I’m getting turned off to 
responding to any “iriend” 
requests anymore because 
it seems that most men just 
want to recapture some youth­
ful fantasy. How do I handle 
this? -  BLAST FROM THE 
PAST

DEAR BLAST: You ar«

handling it very well just 
the way you are.

DEAR ABBY: My boy­
friend, “Ian." and I are in our 
30s. Although we have been 
together for seven months, his 
family is not yet over his ex- 
wife. They invite her for din­
ner. share weekend visitation 
with Ian’s daughter with her, 
and remind him constantly 
that they are disappointed 
with his decision.

Ian has moved on. He 
would like to cut all ties with 
his ex, but his family won’t 
allow it. He’s afraid if he puts 
his foot down it will destroy 
the already strained relation­
ship he has with them.

My family accepts Ian, 
but his refuses to admit I ex­
ist. How do we deal with this? 
It’s Ian’s life, and he has the 
right to choose who he spends 
it with. -  INVISIBLE 
WOMAN IN PHILLY

DEAR INVISIBLE 
WOMAN: Toughen up, grit 
your teeth and continue the 
rdationsliip. Remember, 
because a child is involved, 
Ian caimot completefy move 
on. As for his parents, ac­
cept that their grandchild’s 
motho* will always be a 
part of their bves so get used 
to H. If this romance leads 
to die akar, yon wiD meet 
Ian’s family at some pofait.

E£AR ABBY: My friend 
“Cailin” is very sensitive and 
not veiy accepting. She’s also 
unforgiving and tends to get

C o m e  la  O r  C id l P o r A  Q uo te
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806MS.4133 • 866.66S2788 
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Your abil­
ity to enhance and make 
the most of situations 
could be instrumental to a 
cloSe-to-perfect day. You 
laugh, and others lighten 
up. Sometimes, with so 
many expectations, there 
is a letdown ... and not 
for you this year. Tonight: 
Romance enters the scene 
for many.

This Week: Balance
the budget. Discuss New 
Year’s resolutions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★  You could be 
taken aback by the push 
and demand of the cel­
ebrations. You might 
tumble into a less-than- 
perfect mood, especially 
if you have to join a group 
of friends. Do what you 
want, and you will smile. 
Tonight: Good news enters 
the home front.

This Week: You are an 
unstoppable force. Greet 
others with a smile.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20)

★  ★ ★ ★  Friends and 
loved ones blend to make 
this a close-to-perfect day. 
You might be taken aback 
by a loved one’s need to 
have you close. Don’t 
forget a sibling; you are 
eyeing improving a bond. 
Know what you want. 
Tonight: Have a long- 
overdue talk.

This Week: You need 
to recharge. By Thursday, 
others decide “no more’’ 
— they want you involved.

Change one letter in the top word to one of the 
^  letters that appears in the bottom word, then 

rearrange the tiles to form a new common word. 
Do the same with each new word until you arrive at 
the bottom word. For example, ttw path from BARK 
to PLUM is BARK, MARK, RAMP. RUMP. PLUM.

1  Y i  M Í F  H

P  Ì  V l  E  R'

Yesterday's Answer: FALCON, COYOTE, 

LEOPARD, HYENA 12.24

BORN TODAY 
TV producer Rod Serling 

(1924), actress Sissy 
Spacek (1949), anthro­
pologist, author Carlos 
Castaneda (1925)

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle;

O
■ Q

5 9 1 4 7 6 8 3 2
4 2 8 3 1 9 7 5 6
7 6 3 2 5 8 4 9 1
6 3 2 5 9 7 1 8 4
9 8 4 1 2 3 6 7 5
1 7 5 8 6 4 3 2 9
2 5 6 7 8 1 9 4 3
8 4 9 6 3 2 5 1 7
3 1 7 9 4 5 2 6 8

3 7
7 2 5

1 2 6
1 5

1 6 9
4 9 3

4 1
6 7 9 5

9 2 4
Laval: Advancad

into stupid arguments about 
nothing. SirKe the sixth grade 
it has gotten even worse.

There is a new girl in 
school who seems to be a 
really nice, friendly person. 
Cailin was the first one to 
meet her and she wouldn’t let 
anyone else sit with them.

I told my mom about it 
and she said to just sit down 
with them both. Today I did 
what my mom said to do. 
When Cailin saw us together, 
she was steaming. She ig­
nored me for the rest of the 
day.

I don’t want to keep 
the new girl, just share her. 
Why can’t Cailin and I both 
be Mends with her? Is there 
any way I could talk to her? 
I’m considering talking to 
the dean of students. Would 
this be OK? -  SHARING 
FRIENDS DM COLORADO

DEAR SHARING 
FRIENDS: Cailin k  im­
mature, insecure and pos­
sessive. She’s afraid that if 
the new girl talks to other 
people, the girl wiD no lon­
ger like and depend on her. 
That’s why she was angry 
when you sat down with 
them.

By all means dUsenss 
this with the dean of stn- 
dents. The dean amy have 
a sohrtkm that w 9 aOow 
the new girl a chance to 
make frietids with more of 
heri 
you.

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

P A
O M
S I N

ACROSS
I  S ach et 

scent
6  W rong

I I  Tenny­
son ’s “—  
A n je n ”

12  African  
tongue

13  Birch’s kin
1 4  Toy  

builders
15  P rep ares  

for a  long  
fight

1 7  S a n ta  —  
w inds

18  Low  digit

3 9  B o xer’s 
dream

4 0  Kitchen  
gad get

41 Beginning
4 2  W ails

M
N

w |
N

A M
T E
A D

DOWN
Entice
S k a te
type
Stuck
G re a t
serves
P resen t
day?
T a d ’s dad  
—  de m er

H O L D
X I L
E N E
N A R

w A S P S
E M A 1 L

\B A N T U
S T A R

L S A
E E C E D
A D A G E

£ T 0 N
V A S T

r A R
A L 1 A S
G E N R E
S T A K E

Yesterday’s answer
1 6  G  reen - 2 7  K ingdom

1 9  C o n g res - 8  Futilely
sional
period

2 2  H o m e r’s 
neighbor

2 3  M ark  and  
S h an ia

2 4  C o m p ass
2 5  Hold
27 Farm

fem a le
30 Concert 

recording, 
e.g.

31 Chess 
pieces

3^ Holiday 
lead-in

33 Be short 
with

35 Jeans 
material

38 “Looks 
good to 
me"

9  D ictation  
takers

1 0  W rite r  
S o ntag

horns
2 0  Annual 

visitor
21 C a n in e  

com m and
2 4  Put 

aw a y
2 5  E nter 

co m p le te ­

ly
2 6  C a le n d a r  

item s

2 8  U n d er­
m ine

2 9  C o m e s  
onstage

3 0  Brought 
about

3 4  Lotion  
additive

3 6  — d e  
France

3 7  G ot 
together

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to 
Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
1 2 3 4
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Sports
WEEKLY SCOREBOARD

staff photo by A n d re w  G lo ve r

Lindsey Brown fires a jumper over a Borger defender in last year’s consola­
tion game at the Caprock Tournament. The Lady Harvesters won 49-48.

T o u r n a m e n t

the size of the tournament.
“There are so many 

teams and potential play­
off opponents,” Miller 
said. “I love that we get 
lots of games and also play 
in possible playoff ven­
ues.”

Last year, Pampa played

in four different gyms 
including Frenship’s gym, 
where Pampa also played 
its area round game.

Senior Reid Miller said 
last year’s championship 
game was a great playoff 
atmosphere.

“It was a great prepara-

B̂ \NanaGrAms|
Each of the two-letter groups below may be 

extended both on the right and the left to form 
a six-letter word. Use the tiles directly above 

each group to fill in the blanks.

Mji'P u

ÉIÓ  I N ^  Y

C C E l R l I ]

Ì 1  Q K 0! R V

L E Y f Ä r n

E N 'O  T V W

C C e I lZ D

Yesterday's Answer: CRIMSON, LAVENDER, 
CHARTREUSE

12.26

cont. from page IB

tion for the younger guys,” 
Reid said. “It was great.”

Senior Caitlin Sieck said 
she enjoys the tournament 
because the team gets to be 
together for several days.

“Getting to go away and 
spend the night is a good 
team bonding experience,” 
Sieck said. “It’s exciting. 
We have a lot of fun at this 
tournament.”

Senior Kailyn Troxell 
said she enjoys playing a 
lot of games.

“It’s a lot of fun,” 
Troxell said. “We get to 
spend a few days together 
as a team.”

Girls head coach Gene 
Valentine said he likes 
playing a variety of oppo­
nents.

“Last year we saw 
Greenwood,” Valentine 
said. “That could be a 
potential playoff matchup. 
Seminole is down there. 
Perryton is going to be 
there, so it gives us a 
chance to see them.”

Valentine said it’s fun to 
spend a few days together 
as a team.

“It’s a time for the girls 
to hang out,” Valentine 
said. “W e’ve been to 
(Texas) Tech games there. 
It allows them to hang out 
together.”

Girls 200-yard free­
style relay- 3, Pampa A 
(S. Taylor, S. Adams,
M. Parks, R. Andrews) 
2:33.52.
Boys 200-yard free­
style relay- 1, Pampa A 
(C. Garvin, K. Pfitzner,
N. Towry, R. Portillo), 
1:56.54.
Girls 100-yard back- 
stroke- 1, K. Ramey, 
1:15.18. 2, T. Lambright, 
1:29.56.
Boys 100-yard back- 
stroke- 1, S. Estes, 
1:05.28. 3, M. Foreman, 
1:22.71.
Girls 100-yard breast­
stroke- 1, M. Graef, 
1:23.98. 3, S. VanHouten, 
1:41.82.
Boys 100-yard breast­
stroke- 1, J. Brown, 
1:17.44. 3, K. Pfitzner, 
1:25.80.
Girls 400-yard freestyle 
relay- 1, Pampa A (S. 
Willson, S. VanHouten, K. 
Ramey, M. Graef) 4:47.71. 
3, Pampa B (S. Adams, M. 
Parks, T. Lambright, V. 
Valenzuela) 5:28.43.
Boys 400-yard freestyle 
relay- 1, Pampa A (J. 
Brown, D. Hudson, R. 
Portillo, S. Estes) 4:08.43).

Hidden Hills
December 15 Scramble 
First (64): R.D. Stephens, 
L. Neighbors, G. Owens,
O. Sargent
Second (65): E. Maxwell, 
O.K. Lee, C. Ritthaler, H. 
Musgrave, Jr. Davis 
Third (65): J. Brashears, 
R. Porter, R. Covalt, M. 
Ball
Closest to the hole #6 : C. 
Byrum
Closest to the hole #15, J.

Brashears.

Recreation League 

Volleyball
THURSDAY
Competitive
Xtra Auto beats Multiple 
Choice
Westside Package beats 
Winbome Mfg 
Team Bring it beats Xtra 
Auto
Winbome Mfg beats 
Multiple Choice 
Winbome Mfg beats Xtra 
Auto
Recreational 
OWPSl beats Enbridge

Century 21 beats Allstate 
Domino’s beat OWPSl 
Century 21 beat Sears 
Allstate beats OWPSl 
Sears beats Enbridge 
TUESDAY 
Competitive
Westside Package beats 
Team Bring It by forfeit 
Winbome Mfg beats Team 
Bring it by forfeit 
Westside Package beats 
Winbome Mfg. 
Recreational
Domino’s beat Century 21 
Sears beat Allstate 
Century 21 beat Sears 
Domino’s beat Century 21

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:

3 4 5 8 6 9 1 7 2
7 6 8 2 1 3 9 5 4
9 1 2 5 4 7 6 3 8
1 8 9 7 5 4 3 2 6
5 3 7 1 2 6 4 8 9
4 2 6 9 3 8 5 1 7
2 9 4 3 7 5 8 6 1
6 7 3 4 8 1 2 9 5
8 5 1 6 9 2 7 4 3

3 1 7 2 4
6 4 8
2 8

7
2 1 6 4

1 2 8 6
5 1

4 3 6
3
Level: Intermediate

Dear Abby...
By Pauline &  Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: My
daughter is getting a divorce 
from a wonderful young man 
I’ve grown very close to. He’s 
away in the service, and he 
and my daughter have grown 
apart. He is in Korea and not 
able to deal with the situation 
back at home.

He emails me and talks to 
me on Facebook quite often. 
When he asks me about my 
daughter, I am vague. I love 
him as a son, and I have been 
ctying over this. I’m so upset 
that I’m having migraines. 
How do I detach from my 
son-in-law while still being 
there for my daughter? — 
SAD MOTHER-IN-LAW IN 
TEXAS

DEAR 5AD M-I-L: Be 
honest with him. TeD him 
that while yon love him Hke 
a son, the present sitnation 
with yonr danghter is caus­
ing you so much emotional 
conflict that M’s making 
yon physically il. Explain 
that you will always he his 
friend, but that you must 
distance yourself emotion­
ally somewhat until the 
divorce is final and be and 
your daughter have moved 
fhrtfacr on b  their lives. 
Yours is not a happy sMoa- 
tion to be hi and you have 
my qrmpathy, but your 
health must come fbat.

DEAR ABBY: I wok in 
an educational setting where 
the emphasu is on account­
ability, responsibility and be­

ing a good role model. I made 
a terrible decision two years 
ago and received a DUI while 
out of town. I’m still ashamed 
of my choices that night.

1 accepted all responsibil­
ity and ccHnpleted the neces­
sary requirements through the 
courts. However, since then 
I have dreaded someone at 
work finding out and losing 
the job I love. Do I talk to my 
HR department w  confess to 
my supervisor? Or do I just 
keep it to myself and hope 
no one finds out? — STILL 
PAYING THE PRICE IN 
MICHIGAN

DEAR STILL PAY­
ING: If you’re involved in 
education, then you nuy 
be a member of a onion. 
Instead of discussing this 
with HR, have a chat about 
M with yoiv union repre­
sentative. Because yon tovc 
accepted responsibBity for 
the incident and have com­
pleted the requirements 
of the court, I doubt that 
yonr Job is in Jeopardy, and 
yonr union rep amy be able 
to give you some peace of 
mind.

If you have ro union 
representation, keep a 
yourself. I see nothing to be 
gahied by hlahhtog about 
this to your 00-workers.

E£AR ABBY: While 
driving the streets and high­
ways, we communicate in 
many ways with our fellow 
commuten. We can wave.

give a “thumbs up,” lay on the 
horn or, in slow traffic, shout 
out the window with curses 
or blessings. More often than 
not, a “single-finger salute” 
is flashed in anger, and that 
sometimes turns into road 
rage.

Instead, we should drive 
the same way our lives should 
be lived — with compassion, 
consideration, attention and 
awareness of our fellow trav­
elers. When we make mis­
takes, we should be repentant 
and signal an “I’m sxxry.”

Abby, I’m at a loss for a 
hand signal for “I’m sorry.” 
Any suggestions? — MILD- 
MANNERED MOTORIST 
IN VIRGINIA

DEAR MILD-MAN­
NERED: Living in a dty 
known for Ms heavy traffic, 
I can relate from personal 
observatioa that many driv­
ers commit moving viola­
tions, and an equal number 
sfanply make mistakes while 
beUnd the wheel. Even I 
(the sabatUest of advice cd- 
immists) have done this. 
WhBe I’m sure my helpful 
readers wB step forward 
to vohmlecr suggestions for 
an *T’m sorry” signal, whto 
I have done when the per­
son puMs up next to am and 
wc’k  stopped, k rake both 
hands (pakas ap) and soy, 
“I’m secTy!” The ahauK on 
my fooe conveys the mea-

CROSSWORD
B y  T H O M A S  J O S E P H

A C R O S S
I  B each  

craw lers
6 Throw s

I I  Pacific  
island  
group

12 N eb raska  
city

13  B etw een
14  B ackpack  

m ateria l
15  W ate r  

coo ler 
stack

17  H arb or  
boat

18  S c h em e  
to trick 
so m eo n e

D O W N
1 M o. hours
2 U ncooked
3  Paris  pal
4  R a zo r-  

blade  
knife

5  S h ow ed  
interest

6  S o oth e
7  W riter  

Tan
8  S h a k e r  

stuff
9  Q u a k e r ’s 

pronoun
1 0  W arb led
16  S leep

attire, for 
short

L 1 L A
E N O C H
A L D E R
D 1 G S
0 N E ■ s
N E D 1 T

1 ■ ■ A M
1 D A
L 1 V E S
E V E ■
D E N
T 1 T L E
0 N S E j \

w
B

A M 1 S S
B A N T U

£ L V E S
1 ■ A N A
S S 1 0 N
A 1 N s 1
1 T ■ ■ 1
N 1 E w
T 1 M E N
N A P A T
1 L 1 K E

c 0 R E R
E E N S

S a tu rd a y ’s  a n s w e r

22  C o u p  d ’—  18  S u n d ay
2 3  Ad m otto seats  
2 7  Bulb 1 9  N e v a d a

rating
2 9  Banish
3 0  W h ite  

sa le  buy
3 2  O ntario  

tribe
3 3  Annulled
3 5  High card
3 8  Tropics  

tree
3 9  C ava lry  

stations
41 S tarted
4 5  Parting  

w ord
4 6  M a k e  a  

speech
4 7  N e w s  

sum rhary
4 8  C arried  

on

3 4  M acaroni 
shape

3 5  At a  
distance

3 6  Body of 
law

3 7  R ocker 
C lapton

4 0  Pot brew
4 2  C om ic bit
4 3  N oshed
4 4  H o m e r’s  

neighbor
NEW ^TO S^O RD BOOKI Smi ÌA.75 (check/m.o.) to 
Thomas Joseph Book 1, RO. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475

neighbor

2 0  London  
m useum

21 S im ple  
shooter

2 4  Lass
2 5  A w ay  

from  
the  
w ind

2 6  R equ ire  
2 8  Increases  
31 R elax ing

place

1 2 3 4 5 7 e 9 10

11 ■ .3

13 J
15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 ^ H 2 3 24 25 28

27 « ■
30 3. ■ 32

■ ■ ■ 33 34 .

35 36

3S 40 ■ 42 43 44

45 ■ -
47
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The Pampa News’

Classifieds
W inter

Classified Line 
Ad Specials

4 Lines, 4 Days
$ 1 8 .5 0

8 Lines, 4 Days

$ 2 1 .5 0
'Sell it fast! Classifieds work! The Pampa News is delivered to over 4,000 homes daily What better way to get the word out? 

Beverlv Tavlor - Classifieds To olace an ad. contact Beverlv Tavlor at 806-669-2525 or via email at classifiedtStthepampanews.com today!
Does Pfi lude L.ist Minute A1- 

Prices Good Dec. Jan Feb

First Landm ark Realty

(806) 665-0717
M ast .Sec den combinaticKi. 

3 Ix'drixim brick. 2 Nicely tini.shed base- 
I 2 biiihs. 2 lia'plac- meni LriCsofbuilt-las 
es. living rixini. din- and storage. Custom 
mg nxmi, large open wrxxJwork thniugh- 
den kitchen, granite out. Extra ixxim for 
counter to(is Beauti workshop in dtxible 
till isolated master car garage 8628 
hednxiiii opens onto
covered patio Gor- Built for Luxury & 
geous trim through Hinergy E^fficiency 
out lairge laundry C'ustom built hoirie 
rixmi. lots ot closets, with energy efficient 
ovorsi/ed garage. & windows, drxxs, and 
much, much more, insulation in ceilings 
( all Irvine for appt. and walls - save $$$ 
OE (Ml electrical bills.

Classic interiiM' de- 
< )ne of a Kind sign with archway 

Brick home with f> entrance. Tile fltxxs. 
bedrixims and .3 htiths Granite C(Xinter tops. 
Wonderful formal liv- 3 bednxxns & 2 i/2 
mg and dining txxinvs. baths. Located (Ml As- 
K itchen b reak fast- pen Street 8856

Bobbie Nisbet BKR . . 662-8118
Irvine Riphahn G R I.........665-4534
Chris Moore G R I............. 665-8172
Lilith B ra in a rd .................. 665-4579

WE NEED USTINGSI 738? 
CAU US FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS.

A X Y D L B A A X R  
is L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands lor another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O ’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Eiach day the ctxle letters are different.
12-24 CRYPlOQUOTE

SX  O F F  X E U  M R F F X A  N E T T F R  

F X I R U H .  A R  A B H L  Q L . Q N N J  

Q D Y  L R Q F S L J  L X F B Y Q J  A B S L  

F X I R Y  X D R H  G F X H R .

J X E U  N E T T F R  W Q Z R U H
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: I THINK OF A HERO

lEONE WHO UAS s o m e o n e  WHO UNDERSTANDS THE 
DEGREE OF RESPONSIBILITY THAT COMES 
WITH HIS FREEDOM. — BOB DYLAN

The Pampa News is n o w  on  faceb o o k!
G o  to faO ebook an d  search  for T h e  P a n ifia  N ew s'

Notices 14c ClArget Serv. 14h Gen. Serv. 14wAkCowl/Heat

ADVERTISING Ma­
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News, 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
Nesrt Office Ouly.

NU-WAY
(XEANING SERVICE 
Bob Marx Owner-Oper­
ator. Call 665-3541

COX Fence Company. BROWNING'S Htal- 
Repair old fence or mg A Air and Refriger- 
build new. Free esti- ation Specialists since 
mates. Call 669-7769. I964II 665-1212. .

14hGcn. Serv.

14d Carpentry

CUSTOM Building & 
Remodeling. New 
Ifomes A Additions. 
Shawn Deaver Const.. 
806^2-2977.

HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Child­
ers Brothers. Inc. 8(X)- 
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

25

OVlRHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con- 
itroction. Call 669- 
6347,806-663-0192.

CERAMIC tile work, 
stucco, cement. Remod­
eling, floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, paint­
ing. dry wall. Free esti. 
665-3453 leave mes­
sage, Jesus Barraza.

TILED
Floors, Showers, 

Backsplashes, 
Cabinet Tops, etc 

Sumk a  Ceramic.
Yts. Exp. Keith Taylor 
874-1779 Iv. msg.
LET MAS help you w/ 
your coacrate aeeds. 
Free Est. Doc or Mike 
669-6990,664-2009

21 Help Wanted

146
JACK'S Plumbing
715W.Fo$tet
665-7115

SIVALLS Inc. is ioali- 
ing for the foUawing: 
WeMer-Fabricaton w/ 
welding test. Maiole- 
naocc Tech wfetectrical. 
machmicai exp. A 
good driving reomd. 
Drag tests req. Bcae6ts: 
heaM ins., ptoAt liitr- 
iag, 401R, 8 paid holi­
days and 10 days vaca- 
tioB per year. 806-665- 
7111,Pampa, Tx.

P E T S
-S'? !►' •   ̂ _ V À

X .rax j  M : B

Find your answt

Go to w w w .thepam panew s.com  or call 806-669-2525.
- r^K

E C

M

iky i
Undi
Mind

<
3121

R<

1 Cy 
2201 
1131 
254 
190 
i6i: 
130'

8463
916
919
142
211:
182
160
182
977
212
161:

533
612

f tn ü
612
503
804-i
400
600
609

I E
Petr
120

.117
30tf
FM
30lt
220
500
748
302
117
180
845
420
Harv
FM!
143!
142
523
301
23ft
405
220
401
Chtt
Don
Wall
Fras
Boll!
Doj
Jupl
Jupl

Vh

http://www.thepampanews.com


T he P am p a  N ew s —  W eekend  Issue, S a tu rd ay  an d  S unday , D ecem ber 24-25, 2011 —  Page 7B

I
HciU

hnk- 
Dwiiif: 
re w/ 
tuole- 
ctricd, 
>. k

acfia: 
I <lMr-
i hoti- 
1 vac«- 
6-«6S-

NOW HIRING! 
HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT OPERATORS 
N eeded at our H efley M ine  

in  T w itty .T X
(5 m i. north o f  Sham rock , Tx) 

Fuil-T im e & Part-T im e  
H eavy E quipm ent O perators 

** C om petitive Pay & Benefits**  
Please Fax resum e to  

806-256-2020 or
A pply in person at Q uarry O ffice; 

5 mi north of Shamrock, TX 
on Hwy 83 then 1/2 mi West 

on County Road V

2 F H d ^ V a n t e ^ ^  2 1 J H d ^ V a n te ^ ^  2 H i e l^ ^ a n t e ^ ^  2 n W j ^ V a n t ^ ^  21 Help Wanted

m

1209WLUSTON...mm..
1215WlUSliON.™..3nA,...„ 
2101 WBiS.........3®2...
1212W W aiflt ...2/1/1 ..™..
1136aNDEHBIA....</1/0....-,
1115CtV«LES.....3/1.750.,
2121.DWGHT..™.4n.75fl.,
121FAULKNBI....
312W.171H.......a/3/2__
705E.6nHl£F0RS-3i2.5«.„.
SOIlBRRy_____ 4/1.75/2..
1813aMMB1S.....3/1.75/2..
1918CHES1HÏÏ— 3/2/2.„... 
1828 EVB«flBBI:..„ an .75/2..
2328 DUNCAN.....3/2.5/2..„
132 GflB9eaj.-.u. 3/2/0__
2S370ES1HJT__3/M....
1924 DOGWOOD. ™.5/2.5/2..„ 
12006WHIEACœSS/a«™... 
1015 DEER PLACE.... 3/Z5/4..., 
8320 CO HE BD...3/2Ä2....

„.I7DÆOO 
....$71,000 

....$85,000 

.... $75^00 

....$82,500

...$05,000

.... $05/300 

.„$88,000 

.„$104,900 

.$ 1 2 9 5 «  

.$116,«! 
...$145,000 

.$138,000 

..$145/300 

..-PENOfE 
..$174/100 

.$235/300 

..$47SiQ(» 
$4860)0

fkyDaHgÜMMno GmAfiMMM̂ D 
Umn Burt 684-3931 ScaoteHuKNm 44046611

663-2229 Pennte Edmondson 662-75031

EXPERIENCED Cook 
needed. Apply in per 
son at Oninny’i  Home 
Cookin’, 328 E. Freder­
ic. No FbOK Clil

SWINE GENETICS 
COMPANY

SmiUifield Premium 
Genetics, (SPG), the 
leader in world class 
swine genetics is seek­
ing to fill positions at 
our facility East of 
Pampa. SPG’s primary 
focus is on producing 
quality breeding stock 
for the swine industry. 
We are a state-of-the- 
art swine genetics 
company seeking 
qualified people for 
the following position.

Prtxi action Personnel 
(Hcrdapcrson)

The ideal candidates 
will have a steady 
work history, be relia­
ble and have the desire 
to work in a progres­
sive, quality oriented, 
modem agricultural 
production operation.

We offer a starting 
wage of $9 / hour with 
an excellent benefit 
package to include 
paid vacation and holi­
days, paid sick leave, 
pension plan. 40l(k), 
medical /  dental, vi­
sion. life and LTD in­
surance and more.

(Qualified candidates 
can apply in person at:

SmithAeld Premium 
Genetics 

11 miles east of 
Pampa on Hwy 60 

between the hours of 
Khun and 3pm. 

Monday thru Friday

Eqaal Opportunity / 
Affirmative Action 
Employer m/f/d/v 

EO 13201

P a m p a R e a l t y i n c .  6 6 9 - 0 0 0 7  

OntuiKi
312 N. Gray St Psnva, Tx 7MU

Real Estate For 
The Real World

Pam pa MLS k Amarillo MLS

Jim Davidson (BKR/OWNR)..,.662-9021

Linda Lapocka, GRi, ePro.... 662-9611

Andrea Walling :................ 664-6227

ZebSa lo is........................ 664-0312

Donna Courier..................5950779

Katrina Bighorn..................8984510

John Goddexd (BKR)..........5951234

Sandra Schunem on (BKR)... 662-7291

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT
1 Cyress Point Rd........ $225,000............... 3/2/2 - 1849 SF/G(X)
2200 Dogwood Ln........ $192,500................ 4/2/2 - 2629 SF/GCAD
1130 Witliston S I..........$147,900................ 4/2/2 - 2711 SF/GCAD
2541 Christine S t .........$129,500............ 3/1.75/2 - 2050 SF/GCAD
1901 Fir.................... $110,000............ 3/1.75/2 - 2102 SF/GCAD
1612 Evergreen St.........$94,900.............. 4/1.5/0 - 2320 SF/GCAD
1307 Charles S t ..........$38,000................. 2/1/0 -1132  SF/GCAD

IRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
8463 Western St. + 6.33 acres.. $225,000.............. 2/1/2
916 Crane Rd...............$150,000...............3/2/2
919 Sierra Dr............... $149,000...............4/2/2
1424-1426 Dwight........ $149,000 ...............  2704
2113 Lynn S t ...............$122,995...............4/2/2
1829 Zimmers S t ........... $95,000...............3/2/2
1609 Dwight S t..............$91,000..........3/1.75/2
1824 Christy S t ..............$84,900..........3/1.75/1
977 Ondereila D r........... $82.000...........4/1.75/2
2125 Lynn S t ................ $79,900...........3/1.75/2
1612 Sumner St..........  $67,900............... 3/2/2

WILSON SCHOOL DISTRIL"

- 1225 SF/GCAD 
-1710  SF/GCAD 
-1761 SF/GCAD 
SF/GCAO Duplex
- 2077 SF/GCAD 
-1511 SF/GCAD 
-1550  SF/GCAD
- 1870 SF/GCAD 
-1553  SF/GCAD 
-1521 SF/GCAD 
-1073  SF/GCAD

I't '••V’ I 'J

533 Powell St................ $69,900.............. 3/1/2 -1372  SF/GCAD
612 Powell St......... .......$55,000.............. 3/1/0 -1 166  SF/GCAD

OTHER AREAS
612 Ware Av. Groom...... $130,000.......... 3/1.75/4 -1 637  SF/CCAD
503 Ware Av, Groom...... $128,000...........4/2.75/1 -2 82 8  SF/CCAD
804-805 W. Jackson Ave. WD... $120,000...... 4/2/2 - 2536 SF/CCAD duplex
400 S. Popham, W D.........$67,900...............3/1/0 -1 494  SF/CCAD
600 W 3rdA v,W D ......... $67,500................ 3/1/1 -1 10 0  F/CCAD
609 Gulf, Lefors.............$34,995................. 2/1/1 -8 9 8  SF/GCAD
C u í '. 'M E k C ’ AL PRl i -'ER’ '- S

Perryton Parkway......$2,503,828............ 9.58 acres east o( hospital
120 S. Gillespie S t.....$4,100/mo.......... For Lease - 7,372 SF/GCAD

.11756 Hwy 152...... $2,500,000.... 12 acres, 2 bWgs 25,000 SF each
30th & Charles S t.....$1,400,000 ...... 45.9 acres ot land N of Walmart
F M 14 Rd, Lefors........ $530,000.................530 acres w/water well
30th & Charles.......... $435,600.....................5 acres In city limits
220 N Ballard.............$395,000....LL Comm. 4 bath 6,782 SF/GCAD
500 W Harvester Av.....$350,000.....................Lots south of United
748 S  Price Rd...........$350,000.... 3 Ac. +  14,400 warehouse offices
302-308 W Foster....... $309,900.....4 Reta« Outtats 10,874 SF/GCAO
117 -121  Ballard........$230,000.................................... 24,500 SF/GCAD
1801 AlcockSt...........$185,000.... OfHoe BuMkig. aiOO  SF7GCM) CafA
845 SHohart/900 w as St $175,000...................4 Lois +  1 0 'on north
420 W Foster Av.........$165,000...........Houston Lumb & Gas Station
Harvester S t .............. $150,000........................... 6 0 x  IIO BkJg Lots
FM 2300 & 1-40, Groom. $145.000..................Quonset 4  6+/ -acres
1435 AlcockSt........... $135,000....2BUB. 3500 SF l««); 1,020 SF/GCAD
1421 Hobart St.......... $105,000......... Smoke House 1816 SF/GCAD
523 W Foster Av........... $85,000..................................... 7,598 SF/GCAD
301 & 305 W Foster Av...$75,000 ...................3,500 SF/GCAD each
23rd & Crescent Dr....... $65,000......... Lot 4 61(1 North Crest Se e l
405 W Foster Av........... $65,000..................2,000 SF/GCAD C H/A
220 E Francis..............$57,500..............1/1 745 SF/GCAD Comm.
401 W Foster Av...........$47,000 ..2,500 SM X A D irtliM M M tO M M to l
Chaumont AiWttion........ $35,000....— ............Lrts 1 & 2 Block 2
Dogwood Ln.................$22,000................ Lots 15 -174  40’ of 18
Wall S t...................... $15,000................................. 1/2 Block
Fraser Annox #3 28lh.... $10,000......................Lot 8. W45’ B k  71
Holly Lot 10................. $10,000..............HasWsntlal Lot 85’ x 120’
Dogwood Ln..................$9,000.................Lot 2 4  40.35’ of Lot 1
Jupiter S t ..............  $9,000......Lot 3 B k  4 Country Club Helgtita
Jupiter S t .................,^..$6,500.....Lot 7 B k  3  Country Club Heights

Office Hours: M-F 8-5, Saturday 9-2, 
Sunday call our agents.

V W t o u f w b  p o g k  o t: w w w .poiripa(r>qaoT.com

Mechanics
Eastex Crude Co. 

it taking 
applications in 

Pampa, TX

Applicants must have 
knowledge & experi 
enee in servicing of 
diesel trucks, brakes & 
general repair.

Full
Benefit Package

(903)856-2401 xl37 
(800)443-8580 Clint

NOTICE
Readers are urged to 
fully investigate adver­
tisements which require 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 
goods.

MCLEAN ISD is ac­
cepting applications 
for a Techiiology Co­
ordinator. Position 
includes network and 
infrastructure mainte­
nance, working with 
software, server and 
computer repair, ad­
vising staff and admin­
istration on technology 
upgrades.
AppUcations are 
available by contact­
ing McLean ISD 
Business Office 806- 
779-2301 or PO Box 
90, McLean, TX 
79057, Send appUca- 
ttons and resumes to 
the address abpve. 
Contact Harald Hill 
806-779-2301 for 
more info.

McLean ISD does not 
discriminate against 
any employee or appli­
cant for employment 
because of race, color, 
religion, gender, na­
tional origin, age. disa­
bility. military status, 
genetic information or 
any other basis prohib­
ited by law. Addition­
ally. the district doe 
not di.scriminate
against an employee or 
applicant who acts to 
oppose such discrimi­
nation or participate in 
the investigation of a 
complaint related to a 
discriminatory em­
ployment practice. 
Employment decisions 
will be made on the 
basis of each appli­
cant’s job qualifica- 
tkms, experience and 
abilities.___________

NOTICE: All ads 
that contain phone 
numbers or give ref­
erence to a number 
with an area code of 
809 or a prefix of 
Oil are internation­
al toll numbers and 
you will be charged 
international long 
(Ustance rates. For 
more information 
and assistance re­
garding the investi­
gation of work at 
home opportunities 
and Job lists, Th* 
Pampa ^ew s urges 
its readers to cou- 
tket the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau of 
South Texas, 609 S. 
International Blvd., 
Weslaco, Tx. 78596, 
(210)968-3678.

6HLkTdhU
for Frontier Field 
Services, responsible 
for all procesus and 
duties necessary to en­
sure optimum plant 
perfomunce This po­
rtion is located in 
Whedcr, Texaa. High 
School diploma and or 
equivalent; and 6 
months experience 
working in operations 
or mechanical mainte­
nance in a natural gas 
processing plant, refin 
ery or similar industri 
al facility.

Closing Date: 
5:00pm 12/31/11 

For additional info

Local CPA Firm is
searching for an ex­
perienced

TAX
ACCOUNTANT

(prefer Certified Pub­
lic Accountant or 
candidate for CPA li­
cense) with 2 to 5 
years experience. De­
gree in Accounting is 
necessary.
Job will be for a Full- 
Time Employee, US 
citizen or US legal 
resident. Position re­
quires full-time and 
over-time commit­
ment .Reply to

BOX 17
Pampa News 
Po Box 2198 

Pampa. Tx 79066 
or bring by 

403 W. Atchison 
M-Fri 8am-3pm

NOW taking applica­
tions for all positions, 
managers, line & prep 
cooks. Apply in person 
between 2pm-5pm, 
CTiubby's Burrito Com­
pany, 1328 N. Hobart.

MURPHY USA
is searching for 

qualified, motivated 
and team oriented 

STORE 
MANAGERS 
ASSISTANTS 
& CASHIERS 

All interested & 
potential applicants 

must apply online at: 
www.murphvusa.com

/careers 
INTERVIEWS WILL 

BE HELD SOON!

Manaiement Resumes 
can be faxed to 1-866- 
454-2688.
Benefits inci: Salary / 
Hourly Compensa­
tion. Tuition Reim­
bursement, Medical / 
Dental Ins. and Paid 
Vacation.

APPI-Y TODAY!

$1000 Sign-On 
Bonus

PAMPA NURSING 
CENTER

MAINTENANCE
MAN

Applicant must be 
self motivated with a 
knowledge of plumb­
ing, minor equipment 
repairs, painting, life 
safety regulations & 
record keeping 

Apply In Person 
1321 W. Kentucky 

EEOE/ ADA

Branch Manager
Security Finance, a recognized leader in the 
consumer loan industry, is looking for the right 
person to manage the overall operation of our 
office. Responsibilities include directing staff 
in all phases of lending and collecting. The ide­
al candidate must have prior customer service 
and managerial experience or previous finance 
experience. If you are a positive thinker with a 
drive to succeed and are motivated by achiev­
ing results through teamwork-we want to talk 
with you about joining our team. Competitive 
pay, including bonuses and a comprehensive 
benefits package. Apply in person al:

C ontinental C redit 
1429 N. Hobart St 

Pampa, TX 79065 (806)669-6095 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Keagŷ -Edwanfe, iiic.

o /o ’S $5jmo
SIGN-ON BONUS! 

Tons of warm, pros­
perous South TX runs! 
Frac Sand Hauling. 
Must have tractor, 
pneumatic trailer, 
blower.

(800)397-2639

Becky Baten...........669-2214
Heidi Chronister..... 665«388
Dearel Sehom..........669^284
Rod Donaldson.......663-2800
JUDI EDWARDS QRI, CRS 

BROKER-OWHER ..665-3667

Roberta Babb.......... 6656158
Joan Mabry..............669-3201
Sandra Bronner....... 6654218
Maxine Watson........ 662-9052
MARILYTI READY QRI, CRS 

BROREROWriER... 665-1449

Selling Pam pa Since 1952
669-2522 • 2208 Coffee & Perryton Pkwy.

A M rtss  Price
1033 Christine.......................  300j000.
1812 E Harvester on an acre . 280DOO. 
2724 Duncan & 900 sf. apt.. 220/000.
1816 Dogwood...................... 215/000.
1438 N. Dwight...................... 215DOO.
2333 F ir ...................................152DOO.
170i Evergreen...................   149,900.
2011 Mary Ellen...................  149,500.
1437&1439N. W ells........... 149/000.
1531 N. Wells.......................... 140/000.
2501 Mary E llen .................. 130/000.
2015 Duncan........................  124,900.
1722 Aspen...........................   120/000.
2301 Mary Ellen - SOLD . .  119,900.
2301 Christine........................ 119W ).
1048/1030 N. Dwight................ 118,900.
1212 W. 21st..........................  110/000.
1309 Starkweather................... 99 <R)0.
2140 Chestnut........................  98/000.
1904 N. Banks..........................89500.
1912 N. Sumner.......................89,900.
410RedDMT............................8S/000.
963 Cindcrena-SOLD......... 79,900.
lll6C 2iristiiie........................  77,500.
2143 Faulkner..........................67,300.
223SWiUiston..........  ........... 67 » 0 .
1828N.W elU............................61,900.
2 l l3 N .N e la o n ...................... 53/000.
2301Roaewood........................53/000.
600SooM(viUe......................... 43/000.
3 3 6 le ta ....................................42,300.
2404 Roanraod - SO L D . . . .  40/000.
llO lO w laad ..........................  37,300.
l006E .P b h er ........................  28/000.
T O SB .P nacb ........................  23/000.

BriBaths gauUeqft.
..  .4 /2 .................3618
, ,  .4/2 ................  2246
,. ,4 /3 5 ...............3137
. . .3 /2 5 ...............2623
. . .4/3 .................3228
. , .4/2 ................  2023
. .  .3/1.75.............2104
. .  .3 /2 5 ...............2730
. . . (2)2/1 . 1510/1475
. .  ,3 /2 .................. 1840
. . . 3 /3  .................. 2028
. .  .3/2 .................2508
. .  .3/2 ................  2070
. . . 3 / 2 .................. 2315
. . . 3 /2  .................. 2070
. . . 2 / 1 5 ................ 2407
. . . 3 /1 .75 .........  .1608
. . . 3 /1 .75 .............. 1868
. . . 3 / 1 5 ................ 1766
. . . 2 /1 .75.............. 1698
. . . 3 / 2 5 ................ 1732
. . . 2 /1 .75 .............. 1488
. . . m ...................1270
. . . 3 / 2 ...................1590
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1126
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1056
, .  .3 /1 ...................1108
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1010
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1357
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1344
. . . 3 / 1 ...................1170
. . . 3 . 1 ...................lOBl
. . . V I ...................1216
. .  .2 /1 .................... 930
. .  . V I .................... 720

NEEDED! Full Time 
Cook! Apply al St. 
Ann’s Nursing Home in 
Panhandle or call S37- 
3194. Experience Pre­
ferred.
EXPERIENCED Heavy 
Equipment Mechanic 
w ant^. Apply in per­
son 315 S. Price Rd. 
FAMILY Owned Local 
business is looking for 
full time cutomcr serv- 
ice/lighl office duties 
person. Paid medical in­
surance, holidays, & va­
cation included Ref. 
req. Send resume to 
Box 18 c/o The Pampa 
News, P.O. Box 2198, 
Pampa, Tx. 79066.

Recycle
This

Newspaper
Please and 
T han iyou .

PART TIME 
INSERTER  

AbfHit 25 hrs. per 
week. Must work ev- 
ÌOL-Sì L, have driv­
er’s Ucense & be 18 
yrs. old or older.

A pply in Person
8«m-3pin 
Mon-Fri 

The Pampa 
News

403 W. Atchison 
Pampa 

No nhnnV calk 
please

95 Fum . Apts.

FURNISHED rooms in 
White Deer, utilities 
and cable included. 
Weekly or monthly 
rentals. Call for details 
665-1875.
ROOM For Rent, $100 
wk. all bills paid incl. 
cable. Private entrance 
806-661-8508

9^JnfurnkAgts^^
1 bdr, $4(X) mo! water 
paid, $200 dep 1 bdr 
$5(X) mo. all utilities 
paid, $200 dep 806- 
661-8682

49PoolV H otT ute^
REPO / 5 PERSON 
SPA W/WARRANTY 
Call Morgan Spa. make 
offer. 806-358-9659

69 Mise.

ALL BILLS  
PAID

1 Bedroom  Apts 

(817)909-4766

ADVERTISING Ma­
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
News Office Only. 
NEW Queen Mattress 
Sets! Sale Price $246. 
Red bam. 1424 S. 
Barnes, 665-2767

APTS. Houses Duplex­
es. K&B Properties. 
Ref. & dep. req. Lake- 
view Apts. 669-4386

80 Pets & SupgL

CARSON Co. Sheriffs 
Office is accepting ap­
plications for a Com­
munications / Correc­
tions Officer. To apply 
call 537-3511.

FOR ADOPTION
Siamese. Calico. Or­
ange, Tabby, Gray. 
Spayed / Neutered & 
shots. Call 665-4901 Iv. 
msg.
PURE bird Pat Terrier 
puppies, free & just in 
time for Giristmas. Call 
or text 806-663-3811.

89 Wanted To Buy

NEED Money Now? 
We will give you top $$ 
for your house. Call us 
today,665-1875 

We
Buy & Sell Houses 

(Jail us today!! 
665-1875

CAPROCK
APARMENTS

I. 2 and 3 bedrcxims 
with rent starting as 
low as $395 / mo.
Pool and on-site laun­
dry. W/D hookups in 
all 2 & 3 bdrms 

665-7149

98 Unfurn, Houses

PICK up rental list, in 
the Black Box.al 125 S 
Houston. Pampa ’

5 bdr., 3 ha., 2 car gar. 
executive home on I 
acre. 2 fireplaces, dbl 
ac.SI.VX) mo 662-75.57

SMALL 3 rtxim house 
Perfect ftir single $250 
mth, $300 dep 665- 
85.50,662-4675

SMALL 3 room house, 
Somerville si. Clean' 
Avail now. Dep & ref 
required. 663-0760

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED 
Acres, self storage 
units Various sizes 
665-0079,665-24.50

REPO / Used 10'xl6'. 
12'xl6' Storage Build­
ings. Save BIO! Free 
Local Delivery Make 
Offer. Call Morgan 
806-358-4559

102 Bas. Rental

DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. Utilities 
& cleaning service pro­
vided Ample parking 
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent. 669-6841.

103 Homes For Sale

2 bdr house, 1124 S 
Wells 4-1 bdr. efficien­
cies on 1 property-1109 
thru 1113 S. Banks- 
HUD appi 8 unit I & 2 
bdr. 700 & 710 N.Rus- 
sell-HUD appr. Contact 
Ed Hedgecoke for de­
tails. 806-217-1018.

MINUTES from down­
town-efficiencies. Short 
term leases avail. 806- 
665-4274.
1 and 2 bdr. avail, now 
at the Gwendolen Apts. 
Largest square footage 
in Pampa. 665-1875 
NO transportation, not a 
problem. These large 1 
bdr. apis, w/ appliances, 
are in walking distaiK'e 
to everything you need. 
665-4274.

Amazing Hume in 
the country on .30 
acres. Your kids can 
attend White Deer, 
Groom or Pampa 
sch. 2 story , 2667 sq. 
ft. Most of this home 
has been remodeled! 
4 bdr., 2 full ha. 
home. Den, dining 
rm ., dhl car gar. & 
ba.semenl. Central 
h/a.

7785 FM 2300 
$249.000 

MLS 10-60547 
Tish Warner 
806-2.36-42.38 

Mark Roberson 
806-.341-4.340 

KeUei- WUliams Rralts

95 Furn. A:
IBS Carriers in Cactus. 
TX Looking for Driv­

ers!! Looking for expe­
rienced Livestock Haul­
ers for a local livestock 
hauling position. Great 
pay, great medical, den­
tal, vision insurance. If 
interested you can call 
866-298-4573 Ext. 2 

Apply online at 
WWW Jbscaniersz'om

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver­
tised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act. which 
makes it illegal to ad­
vertise "any prefer­
ence. limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion 
sex. handicap, familial 
stams or national ori­
gin, or intention to 
make any such prefer­
ence. limitation, or 
discrimination." State 
law also forbids dis­
crimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for re­
al estate which is in vi- 
olatioa of the law. All 
persons are hereby itH 
formed that all dwell­
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

PAM APTS
1 Bdrm Apts Only 

2 persons maximum 
Income based rent 

,— I 1200 N Wells _ _  
I I 669-2594 ^___________________  SPACIOUS 3.526 sq

SCHNEIDER Apart- f  home, 1715 Chns- 
menLs. CaH for special I*"'-  ̂ hd/3 1/2 b , f.p.

o w e  820 N West
$37.0(X). 2 bdr. I ba. 
Newly renovated \ ’er> 
nice. 806-355-7799 or 
352-2333.

rates. Short term lea.se 
Business people wel­
come. 665-0415

^  Furn. Houses

FULLY Furnished 
Executive Home, pre­
viously rented by oil 
company in Pampa. 3 
bdr.. 2 ba.. 2 car gar.. 2 
liv areas. C h/a. $1500 
mo.+ utilities. Call 972- 
468-6111

98 Unfiirn, Houses

HAMPTON 
VILLAGES 

AVAILABLE 
NOW!!

Rush In...
Won’t last Long!!
3 Bdrs & 4 Bdrs 

(Income 
QuaHfleations Apply) 

Christinas Special: 
Application Fee 
Waived and Security 
Deposit in 2 payments 
if you apply and are 
approved in Decem­
ber!!

1507 Akack 
806-440-4054

in den, dbl comer lot 
$230 .(XX) to view call 
John 806-570-0622.

FRUSTAR Real Estate 
for all your complete 
real estate needs Show , 
list, pnspertv mgml 
665-4595.

115 Traikr Parks

TUMBLEWEED 
Acres, Storm Shelters, 
fenced, stor bldg, avail 
665-0079,665-2450.

120 Autos

LEFORS LSD will be 
accepting bids on a 
2008 Thomas C2 71 
Pa.<Lsenger Bus. MBE 
91X1 (210 hp) engine, 
air brakes. A25(X1 au­
tomatic transmissHm 
20 (XX) mile range 
Features: 160 amp al- 
teriMtor. rear ride sus­
pension. Bendix AD-9 
air dryer with healer. 
I(K) Watt engine block 
heater, cruise control, 
tilt / telescopic steer­
ing column, air operat­
ed entrance door, air 
driver's sealj full 
length acoustic head­
liner. 78” headroom. 
Heated exterkir mir­
rors. plywood floor, 
dual rear wheels. 
IIR 223 tires, tow 
hooks, tinted win- 
do3vx.
TMibMwUlBflailri
’Mechanical and cos­
metic refurbishing 
*Seats and foams re­
paired or replaced (no 
rips or tears) 
•Complelely serviced: 
hibe, oil and filters 
*90 Day drive train 
wananty / 30 day 
bumper to bumper 
’Black lop (teiven ooty 
equipment
’ 5041 or better tires 
am lb r^
•Custom lectering to 
tchooh' specificabons 
•New exterior paint 

til Bids to Lefors 
ISD, P.O Box 427 U - 
fors, TX 79054. 806- 
835-2533

Bids will be opened 
Janary 3,2012

lHAIrerteft
2556 Mf tben h ip iii 
Cmema 172 for rale 
Can 440-1)47 for de-

http://www.murphvusa.com


T he P am pa N ew s —  W eekend Issue, S a tu rd ay  an d  Sunday , D ecem ber 24-25, 2011 —  Page 8B

«  «

M i - v v \

» t  w
I y

:i u
iJ I

- ’*%. f

. . .  1  k

: j  1-1

I ' l i r i s i  iiis is
y 4 Vi ^ '

I r ( ) m  n il nr us... 
J r ;  n il i.;rJ^nu!

/ ! ' / / ; •

n ^ 7

pe it’s m erry!
pe it’s grand!

7 - ^
1  i i pe it’s joyous!

- -  -i -  - y zzy  S i c S O '

niAYi ilN fìL  :* lL ¥ ìliL L  v a w c 0

s

w
Wh\
guy
deli> 
Bee 
A V
grov
drer
Sant
clinj

T1
mg
witi
wist
grac
ema
Chri
mor
ovei
at
Des 
sure 
the : 
poll 
lies 
St.f 

“ 1 
kids 
to
grea
Smi

A
year 
the : 
and 
skef 
com 
sho{ 
dire 
shru 
bagi 
the I 

T  
kids
imp
ebra
espt 
the 1 
then 
that 
cent 

H 
sligl 
in :  
hit. 
hon
pare
p a y  
Sani 
lies 

M 
big 
to s 
kid 

Si 
gift« 
by
cool
rem 
Sani 
one 
for 1 
brot 
cam 

“( 
one 
yeai 
nam 
bore 
now

said 
Our 
it a 

In 
Fati 
for 
Thr 
tian 
in
chi!
imp
e b n

D
gist
bea
San
Jew
San
thoi
hou

A
tian
bect
aerv



Santa Claus still flying high in new AP poll

PampaNEWS
December 24-2!?,t2(l

C onnie Cass
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Why do kids believe a chubby 
guy in a flying sleigh can 
deliver joy across America? 
Because their parents do. 
A whopping 84 percent of 
grown-ups were once chil­
dren who trusted in 
Santa’s magic, and lots 
cling to it still.

Things are chang­
ing fast these days, 
with toddlers 
wishing for iPads, 
grade schoolers 
emailing their 
Christmas lists and 
moms wrestling \  
over bargain toys 
at midnight sales. \ 
Despite all the pres­
sures on the rituals of 
the season, an AP-GfK 
poll confirms that fami­
lies are sticking by old 
St. Nick.

“It’s important for 
kids to have something 
to believe in,” says 
great-grandmother Wanda 
Smith of Norman, Okla.

And so they do. Year after 
year, Santa Claus survives 
the scoffers and the Scrooges 
and the 6-year-old playground 
skeptics. He endures belittling 
commercials that portray him 
shopping at Target or taking 
directions from an iPhone. He 
shrugs off scolds who say his 
bagtul of toys overshadows 
the reason for the season.

Two-thirds of parents with 
kids under 18 say Santa’s an 
important part of their cel­
ebrations this year. Moms, 
especially, have a soft spot for 
the man in red - 71 percent of 
them say he’s important, and 
that’s a big jump from 58 per­
cent just five years ago.

His overall popularity is up 
slightly from an AP-AOL poll 
in 2006, before the recession 
hit. In these bleaker times of 
homes lost to foreclosure and 
parents sweating out their next 
paychecks, the poll shows 
Santa riding high with fami­
lies both wealthy and poor.

Maybe that’s because the 
big guy’s always known how 
to stretch a dollar to make a 
kid smile.

Smith, whose childhood 
gifts were mostly handmade 
by her mother -things like 
cookies and knit scarves - 
remembers that every year 
Santa Claus managed to put 
one present under the tree 
for her to share with her two 
brothers (four more siblings 
came later).

■‘One year it was a bicycle, 
one year we had a sled. One 
year we got a puppy - his 
name was Jack and he was a 
border collie,” recalls Smith, 
now 70.

“We didn’t have a lot,” she 
said, “but we didn’t know it. 
Our mother and daddy made 
it a wonderful time for us.”

In multicultural America, 
Father Christmas isn’t just 
for Christians any more. 
Three-fourths of non-Chris­
tian adults say they believed 
in Santa when they were 
children. And half feel he’s 
important to their holiday cel- 
eb^onsnow.

Developmental psycholo­
gist (Tyndy Scheibe, who’s 
been interviewing kids about 
Santa since 1986, said lots of 
Jewish children told her that 
Santa Claus was real, even 
though he didn’t stop at their 
houses on Christmas Eve.

And many non-Chris­
tian parents embrace Santa 
because they see Christmas 
serving as a secular as well as 
religious holiday in the U.S,, 
she said.

“Santa Claus is more than 
someone who just comes and 
gives you a present, it’s this 
whole spirit of giving and 
magic that you get to be a 
part of and ceMrate,” said 
Scheibe, an a a n k l i  profes­
sor at Muca CoHege in New 
York.

That’s what keeps Santa 
going over the decades and

across cultures, she said. 
“That, and there’s almost 
nothing as much fun as get­
ting to see your kid’s face so 
completely excited.”

Scheibe knows firsthand. 
She used to climb a ladder to

the roof every Christmas, her 
daughter watching, to lea\ e , 
a key tied to a big red bow, 
because they didn’t have a 
fireplace.

It’s not all snowflakes and 
mistletoe in Santaland, how­
ever. Even among Christians, 
there’s tension about how big 
a role, if any, a jolly old elf 
deserves in the celebration of 
Christ’s birth.

Almost half of Americans

polled said Santa detracts 
from the religious signifi­
cance of Christmas more than 
he enhances it.

When she w as grow ing up, 
Naomi Stenberg’s fimdamen- 
talist Baptist parents didn’t 
want her mixed up w ith Santa 
Claus or the Caster Bunny 

or Halloween trick-or- 
treating.

"1 didn't under- 
stand why every­

body else got to 
believe in Santa, 
and me and my 
brother didn't,” 
says Stenberg, 

I .J2, now a 
/ stay-at-hom e 

mom in-Ba.\ter, 
Minn. "1 felt left 

out."
Her own three 

children have got­
ten the full Kris 

Kringle experience, 
but sometimes she leels ill- 

equipped to handle the tough 
queries from her youngest. 
6-y ear-old Ry len.

"She's been asking ques­
tions like how d(K's Santa lit 
through the chimney." she 
said. ."1 don't know how to 
answer things like that."

Matt Hoyt vividly remem­
bers seeing Santa's black 
boots peeking out from 
behind his bediwni curtains 
when he was a boy. He fro/.e. 
"1 was just tiy ing to pretend to 
be asleep." Hoyt said, "so I'd 
get my presents."

Only much later did he 
realize those were probably 
the black shoes of his d a i

hanging his new “Star Wars" 
drapes. Now Hoyt, a 35-year- 
old computer engineer from 
Houston, is awaiting the birth 
of his first child in April, and 
wondering how long that 
child will believe.

In the poll, the median age 
when adults said they outgrew 
Santa was 8. Hoyt suspects 
his child's generation will

turn away even earlier. After 
all, “They've got Google at 
their fingertips.”

But Santa needn't worry. 
They'll come back someday 
... when they're parents.

The Associated Press- 
GfX Poll was conducted 
Dec. 8-12 by GfK Roper 
Public Affairs and Corporate 
Communications. It involved

landline and cellphone mter-i 
views with l.(l()() adult-. I 
nationwide and ha> a margin ! 
of sampling error ol pin- oi ; 
minus 4 percentage pomi- i

AP Deputy Director of Poi-ng '■ 
Jenrtifer Agiesta ana /V/ea. 
Survey Specialist Ue'vus 
Junius contributed ft. " i -  
report.
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announces the tu n in g  of their new

at 3023 Perryton Parkway, Suite 202.

Dr. David G. Brabham, a Fellowship
Trained Interventional and Nuclear

Cardiologist, is accepting
, at the offices

of Cardiology Center
of Amarillo, LLP 

U

Dr. Brabham offers experti.se and 
proficiency in the latest techniques in 

Interventional Cardiology and has earned 
the highest levels of Gaining in m a tt^  « 
of the heart. He is a t e ^  player who 
enjoys working collaboratively with 

others who also have die 
patient’s best interest at heart.

Clinic hours arc from
10 am -  3 pm.

For appointments please call: 
806.354.9764

Knowledge • Experience • Compaxsion

David G. Brabham, D.O.

r *
Center 

of Am arillo, L.L.P.

3023 Perry ton Parkway 

Suite 202 

Pampa. Texas 

806.354.9764 

cca llp .co m
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Monday, Dec. 
26.2011:

Expai to flip from being very creative 
to practical this year. Both sides are part of 
you and can work as a team. Once these 
elements come together, you will witness 
dynamic changes in various areas of your 
life. Your centering allows for many more 
possibilities, though you might demand 
changes from yourself and from others. If 
you are attached, your sweetie might not 
have the flexibility that you do this year. Be 
kind, and let him or her adjust to the mor­
phing you. If you are single, a relationship 
could evolve. You will need time to see tf 
the bond will be valid once this period ends. 
CAPRICXDRN often can demand a lot. 

ARIES (March 21-Airi 19)
★ ★ ★ ★  Meetings activate an unusual 

resourcefulness and cre^vity in you. 
Someone who often plays devil's advocate 
appears to have shut down. A provocative 
action could open a door and/or cause a 
change. Express your caring in a way that 
counts. Tonight: Where the action is. 

TAURUS (A |ra 20-May 20)
★ ★ ★  You need your positive at­

titude in order to leap over a difficulty or 
problem. Understand the liabilities when 
dealing with a higher-up or a respected rela­
tive. An unanticipated reaction could cause 
a problem. You come firxn a place of car­
ing. Tonight: To the wee hows.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
When eyeing a situation, you 

have the unique ability to demand a c h i ^  
in the statiu quo. Although you might want 
to indulge in a reactnn, do yow best (o 
center yowself befbie acting. Bold think­
ing saves the day. Tonight: Relax. You need 
some downtime.

CANCER (June 21jDiy 22) 
A'AVk'AWDealwithapattneraassoci- 

ale directly when handling a touchy maOer. 
Ttis party might be capable of the unex­
pected. causing you to overcompensale. It 
might be hard to (ell, but this penon really 
does care and might not realize the dimen­
sions of his or her actions. Ibnight: TUk 
away.

LEO (July 23-Am. 22) 
tHk-A-A Olhen cleariy are (hiwn to you, 

yet they could challenge you. Be req»i>- 
sire and widentand their moodiness. Mach 
could be a nrtural response to the holidays. 
Stay even, and a belter rttilude will come 
fitawad. Tbnigito Indulge a loved one.

ÌI IM Ì ma
I '»/a*

IHiPPEWIKlER 
BREAK NEVER ÉN13S. BETIERBE

ÖLAZEP

Garfield
RON WHILE y o u  

STILL CAN/

O

NEW
SWEATER

Sir

Beetle Bailey

VIRGO (Aug. 2Mept. 22)
★ ★ ★ ★  Otheis might have the day 

off, but you feel the ne^ to accomplish a 
little more. Some of you will be working, 
while others will be tackling a home proj­
ect. Many people would like to visit or ch^ 
with you. Be honest about your time. To­
night: Mellow out.

LIBRA (Sept. 2343ct. 22)
★ ★ ★ ★  You have a different, flamboy­

ant style. Somehow your decisions could 
be provocative. Otheis act in ways that 
m i^  be difficult to understand. Approach 
plans and a project creatively. Tonight: 
Give a child or loved one extra time. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21)
★ ★ ★ ★  Pressure builds. Inadvertently, 

you make judgments that increase the ten­
sion. Realize your limits and stop wonying 
about what otheis expect. You are human 
and can do only so much. An element of 
the unexpected could disrupt yow i^ans. 
Tonight: Qose to home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Others come forward and ex­

press their preferences. A friend or associ­
ate could be a bit much to handle. You are 
wondering why you should deal widi this 
behavior. Maintain an element levity. A 
child could do what is least expected. To­
night; Look A what saunters through the 
door!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 2Man. 19)
•kitit You miglit be bent on tallying up 

the damages of the past few days, or return­
ing an item w two. Relax and don’t pW any 
more stress on youraelf than in the past. 
Listen to yow iraier voioe regarding an un­
stable domestic issue. You will know what 
to do. Tonight: lYeat yourself to something 
you want that you didn’t get.

AQUARIUS (JM. 211-Fcb. 18) 
* * * * *  You are full of excitement. 

Someone at a distance might hold back 
or do something voy different. Let go of 
feelmg awkwwd; know that you don’t have 
all the solutions. Let your penonalrty melt 
barriers. %ow yow caring in a way that 
speaks to that penon or penons. Ibnight: 
As you want.

PISCES (Fbb.l9M vdi 20)
* * *  You might feel down. Don’t over 

think the situation. You could be tired or 
reacting to a gnmhling loved one. Make 
a caD, md you’ll fed better quickly. Don't 
get stuck deatmf with another person, lb- 
night Be careful with a financial risk.
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P ^ aNEWS
Gray wolves see 
rebound, but 
future uncertain

John Flesher
Associated Press

ATLANTA, Mich. 
(AP) - After devoting four 
decades and tens of mil­
lions of dollars to saving 
the gray wolf, the federal 
government wants to get 
out of the wolf- 
protection busi­
ness, leaving it to 
individual states 
- and the wolves 
themselves - to 
determine the 
future of the leg- , 
endary predator.

The Obama 
administration has 
declared more than 
4,000 wolves in 
Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin have recovered 
from widespread extermi­
nation and will be removed 
from the endangered spe­
cies list.

“Gray wolves are thriv­
ing in the Great Lakes 
region,” said Dan Ashe, 
director of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

Coupled with an earli­
er move that lifted pro­
tections in five western 
states, the decision puts 
the gray wolf at a histori­
cal crossroads - one that 
could test both its reputa­
tion for resilience and the 
tolerance of ranchers and 
hunters who bemoan its 
attacks on livestock and 
big game.

Wolves have returned 
only to isolated pockets

o f the territory they once 
occupied, and increasing 
numbers are dying at the 
hands of hunters, wildlife 
agents and ranchers. Now, 
the legal shield making it 
a crime to gun them down 
is being lifted in the only 
two sections of the lower

— - r
ETERNAL BLISS

w i t h  U P O -E X

Gray Wolves

48 states where significant 
numbers exist.

State officials said they 
will keep wolf numbers 
healthy, but all three west­
ern Great Lakes states will 
allow wolves to be shot if 
they are caught assaulting 
farm animals or pets.

“We now have the abil­
ity to kill a wolf that needs 
killing,” said Russ Mason, 
Michigan’s wildlife divi­
sion chief.

Hunting and trapping 
also could be allowed. No 
seasons have been set.

Some environmentalists 
supported the decision. 
Others whose lawsuits 
blocked previous efforts to 
drop Great Lakes wolves 
from the endangered list

WOLF coni on page 2D
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W o l f

said they were disappoint­
ed but had not decided 
whether to return to court.

“We believe the wolf 
has not recovered,” 
said Howard Goldman, 
Minnesota state director 
for the Humane Society of 
the United States.

Since being declared 
endangered in 1974, the 
American wolf population 
has grown fivefold - to 
about 6,200 animals wan­
dering parts of 10 states 
outside Alaska,

“They are in the best 
position they’ve been in 
for the past 100 years,” 
said David Mech, a senior 
scientist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey in St. 
Paul, Minn., and a lead­
ing wolf expiert. The ani­
mals’ long-term survival 
will “depend on how 
much wild land remains 
available, because wolves 
are not compatible with 
areas that are agricultural 
and have a lot of humans.

There’s just too much con­
flict.”

The government has 
also put off a decision on 
protections in 29 Eastern 
states that presently have 
no wolves. The Interior 
Department said it still 
was reconsidering its prior 
claim that wolves in those 
states historically were a 
separate species, which 
effectively would cancel 
out protections now in 
place.

Gray wolves in Wyoming 
are next in line to come off 
the endangered list, which 
is expected sometime next 
year. Similar actions are 
planned for most remain­
ing western states and the 
Great Plains.

Since 1991, the feder­
al government has spent 
$92.6 million on gray 
wolf recovery programs 
and state agencies have 
chipped in $13.9 mil­
lion, according to docu­
ments reviewed by The

Q u ir k s
cont. from page 2B

weeks without a home 
game. The Kings close the 
first half of their schedule 
with 20 of 28 away from 
Sacramento, daunting for 
a team desperate to keep 
fans engaged while trying 
to get a new arena. Denver 
plays nine in a row at 
home in one stretch, then 
immediately hits the road 
for seven straight.

But there's no Anthony 
homecoming in Denver.

"Did it bother me? Not 
really," said Anthony, now 
with the Knicks. "1 mean, 1 
would love to go back and 
play there. The reaction 1 
would get, who knows? 
I might get some boos, I 
might get some claps, but 
it’d have been fun."

Minnesota coach Rick 
Adelman was thrilled to 
see his club opens with 
six of seven at home. 
And then he looked who 
those early opponents are 
— the first four clubs to 
visit the Timberwolves are 
Oklahoma City, Miami, 
Dallas and San Antonio.

"It's a challenge for us," 
Adelman said. "If we come 
out and we're ready to go, 
and we can knock some of 
these people off, it's just 
going to be better for us."

The Wolves don't host 
Atlanta. Milwaukee, New 
Jersey, Orlando, Toronto 
and Washington, teams 
that perhaps don't inspire 
the casual fan to run down 
on game night to check 
them out, but could be 
winnable games. They 
also don't travel to Boston, 
Chicago, Miami or New 
York. From a competi­
tive standpoint, not hav­
ing to play those teams on 
the road is great for the 
Wolves. But from a play­
er experience standpoint, 
the Wolves don't sound 
thrilled.

"I think we don't go to

Miami and Chicago. ... 
That's a little sad," eagerly 
anticipated guard Ricky 
Rubio said.

V/ith this kind of sched­
ule, youth might be served. 
Washington is expected to 
open the year with 10 play­
ers on the team age 25 or 
younger. So on those back- 
to-back-to-back nights, 
the Wizards might have a 
touch more spring in their 
collective step than some 
other clubs.

"It reminds me of an 
AAU season -- playing 
five games in one day," 
Wizards guard John Wall 
said. "It can be tough at 
times, but 1 think it can 
help us."

In past years, playing 
four games in five nights 
would be considered the 
worst of the schedule 
grind.

It's worse this year.
Not only will every team 

have at least one stretch 
of playing three games in 
three nights, but there will 
also be times when teams 
play eight games in 11 
days. If a key player rolls 
an ankle, certainly a com­
mon issue in the NBA, at 
a particularly busy time 
in the schedule, a team 
could find itself without 
a key player for maybe 
20 percent of the seasop. 
And with all those games 
in such a short span, this 
much is guaranteed: There 
will be nights when some 
teams will know the odds 
are stacked very, very 
highly against them, when 
they're the weary-legged 
club against a team that's 
had a couple of days off to 
freshen up.

"There will be nights 
when you'll be like, 'OK, 
well, let's just go try and 
see what happens,'" Wade 
said. "It's not going to be 
easy. For anyone."

Associated Press.
“We are ready to declare 

success in those areas 
where wolves are now 
secure, turn over man­
agement responsibility 
to the states and begin to 
focus our limited resourc­
es on other species that 
are in trouble,” said Gary 
Frazer, assistant director 
for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s endangered spe­
cies program.

The government plans 
to continue trying to bol­
ster a struggling Mexican 
gray wolf population in 
the desert Southwest and 
is weighing whether to 
expand protections for 
small numbers of the ani­
mals that have slipped 
into the Pacific Northwest 
from Canada.

But there are no plans 
to promote their return 
elsewhere. Federal offi­
cials say it’s not the gov­
ernment’s job to return 
wolves to their previous 
range as long as the popu­
lation is stable.

In Montana and Idaho, 
where wolves can be 
legally hunted and 
trapped, officials want to 
drive down wolf numbers 
this winter to curb attacks 
on farm animals and elk.

Some scientists and 
advocates say the hunts 
show what will happen 
when federal safeguards 
are lifted elsewhere. The 
government, they say, is 
abandoning the recovery 
effort too soon, before 
packs can take hold in new 
areas. Vast, wild territories 
in the southern Rockies

and Northeast are ripe for 
wolves but unoccupied.

“The habitat is there. 
The prey is there. Why not 
give them the chance?” 
said Chris Amato, New 
York’s assistant commis­
sioner for natural resourc­
es.

But federal officials are 
grappling with tight bud­
gets and political pressure 
to expand hunting and pre­
vent wolves from invading 
new turf. They insist the 
animals known for their 
eerie howl, graceful lope 
and ruthless efficiency in 
slaughtering prey will get 
by on their own with help 
from state agencies.

North America was once 
home to as many as 2 mil­
lion gray wolves. By the 
1930s, ^ r  traders, bounty 
hunters and government 
agents had poisoned, 
trapped and shot almost 
all wolves outside Canada 
and Alaska.

The surviving 1,200 
were clustered in northern 
Minnesota in the 1970s. 
With endangered species 
protection, their numbers 
rocketed to nearly 3,000 in 
the state and they gradu­
ally spread elsewhere.

Today, Wisconsin has 
about 782 wolves and 
Michigan 687 - far above 
what biologists said were 
needed for sustainable 
populations.

The success story is 
hardly surprising in wood­
lands teeming with deer, 
said John Vucetich, a biol­
ogist at Michigan Tech 
University. But even in 
such an ideal setting, the

wolves could return only 
when killing them became 
illegal.

“What do wolves need to 
survive?” Vucetich said. 
“They need forest cover, 
and they need prey. And 
they need not to be shot.”

Shooting already is hap­
pening - legally or not 
- as adventurous wolves 
range into new regions 
such as Michigan’s Lower 
Peninsula and the plains of 
eastern Montana.

Those sightings are 
unsettling to farmers 
because resurgent packs 
have killed thousands of 
livestock. Some owners 
may quietly take matters 
into their own hands - 
“shoot, shovel and shut 
up,” said Jim Baker, who 
raises 60 beef cattle near 
the village o f Atlanta, 
Mich.

Wolves “could wipe me 
out in a couple o f nights if 
they wanted,” Baker said.

Since the late 1980s, 
more than 5,000 wolves 
have been killed legal­
ly, according to an AP 
review of state and federal 
records. Hundreds more 
have been killed illegally 
over the past two decades 
in the Northern Rockies 
alone.

Ranchers in some areas 
are allowed under federal 
law to shoot wolves to 
defend their livestock. In 
the northern Rockies, gov­
ernment wildlife agents 
have routinely shot wolves 
from aircraft in response 
to such attacks. Often that 
involves trapping a single

cont. from page 1D 
wolf, fitting it with a radio 
collar and tracking it back 
to its den so the entire 
pack can be killed.

Biologists are confident 
that neither legal hunts 
nor poaching will push 
wolves back to the brink 
of extinction.

Idaho has been the most 
aggressive in reducing 
wolf numbers, offering a 
10-month hunting season 
that sets no limits. State 
officials say they intend 
to reduce the population 
from 750 to as few as 150; 
the minimum the federal 
government says is needed 
in each Northern Rockies 
state to keep the animal 
off the endangered list.

Studies indicate plen­
tiful habitat remains in 
other regions, including 
upstate New York, north­
ern New England and 
the southern Rockies of 
Colorado and Utah. But 
experts say the Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s plan 
would mean that any 
wolves wandering in to  
those states could be shot 
on sight unless protected 
by state laws.

“Wolves, next to peo­
ple, are one of the most 
adaptable animals in the 
world,” said Ed Bangs, a 
former Fish and Wildlife 
Service biologist who led 
the effort to return wolves 
to the northern Rockies. 
“The key with wolves is, 
it’s all about human toler­
ance.

Firefighters duck flying ammo as Texas house bums
MAGNOLIA (AP) - A 

house fire in Southeast 
Texas ignited thousands of 
ammunition rounds, keep­
ing firefighters away and 
allowing the old house to 
bum to the ground.

M agnolia County 
Assistant Fire Marshal 
Scott Burlin says the noon

fire Thursday destroyed 
the rural house about 
40 miles northwest of 
Houston near Magnolia. 
Burlin estimated the old­
est part of the house was 
about 100 years old.

Bill Adams told The

Courier of Conroe the 
house had been in his 
family since 1927 and 
contained hundreds of 
antiques reduced to ashes 
with the rest of the house. 
Among the antiques were 
about 40 guns, for which

Burlin estimated there was 
about 100,000 rounds of 
ammunition in the house.

Adams also said one of 
his three dogs died in the 
fire.

No other injuries were 
reported.
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Woman arrested, charged 
in college student’s death

AUSTIN (AP) - A woman accused o f fatally 
stabbing a Huston-Tillotson University student 
has beai charged with murder the day after the 
21-year-old female victim died.

Officials say biology majcM' and women’s track 
team member Fatima Barrie died Wednesday at an 
Austin hospital o f  wounds suffered Dec. 4 outside 
a downtown Austin club.

Authorities say 19-ycar-old Kaitlyn Lucretia 
Ritcherson was initially charged with aggravated 
assault wifti a deadly weapon after the stab­
bing. Ritcherson's attorney, Charlie Baird, tells 
the Austin American-Statesman (http:/^it.ly/ 
tOXKel) that the charge was upgraded to murder 
on Thursday.

Ritcherson remains in the Travis County Jail 
with bond set at S125,000.

Austin police detective Anthony Nelson said the 
two women didn’t know each other, and investiga­
tors are still trying to determine what prompted the 
attack.

Guard at medical unit in 
Texas accused of abuse

FORT WORTH (AP) - A guard at a federal 
medical prisrm in Neath Texas has been accused of 
sexual abuse o f an inmate.

A grand jury this week indicted Kraig D. Lavan 
of Granbuiy on one count o f engaging in a sexual 
act wift) an inmate at the Federal Medical Center 
Carswell.

The Fort Wortii Star-Telegram reported Thursday 
that the woman was in “official detention.” The 
indictment says the abuse allegedly happened 
around Nov. 2.

A Carswell spokesman says Lavan worked at 
the unit fix>m April 2010 until last month, when he 
resigned.

The center, at Naval Air Station Fort Worth, pro­
vides q>ecialized services to female iiunates with 
medical and psychiatric illnesses.

No attorney was listed for Lavan in federal 
records. Online t^one records had no number for 
Lavan.

Heavy snow closes roads, 
delays airplanes in West

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — Heavy snow from 
a winter storm blanketed parts of the West on Friday, 
stranding motorists throughout New Mexico, and delay­
ing holiday travelers who were trying to fly in and out of 
Albuquerque and Denver.

The snow and high winds struck the region Thursday 
and forced dozens o f drivers offlnterstate 40 after severe 
conditions made driving near impossible in western New, 
Mexico.

“If you don’t have (four-wheel drive) and you just have 
two-wheel ... you’re either going to spin or stay stuck,” 
stranded motorist Tarquin Wilding told KOAT-TV while 
jn Grants, N.M., on his way to Santa Fe.

By Friday morning, the National Weather Service 
reported that Grants and parts of western New Mexico 
had been slammed with more than a foot of snow. A 
winter storm warning remained in effect for the state 
S N O W  cont. on page 5D

Doctors: Boy shot outside TX school lost kidney
McALLEN (AP) - A 

14-year-old Texas boy 
shot while trying out for 
his school basketball team 
lost a kidney but should 
recover to live a normal 
life, his doctors said.

Edson Amaro sustained 
massive injuries earlier 
this month when he and 
Nicholas Tijerina were 
shot outside Harwell 
Middle School near 
Edinburg in South Texas. 
The boys were in a park­
ing lot that had been con­
verted into a temporary 
basketball court.

Doctors at Rio Grande 
Regional Hospital dis­
cussed Edson’s condition 
during a news conference 
Wednesday.

Edson was shot in the 
back and the bullet went 
through a large vein, his 
stomach, his liver and 
his right kidney, said Dr. 
Carlos Garcia-Cantu,

director o f trauma services 
at the hôpital. The kidney 
was removed in a five- 
hour surgery, but Edson 
is recovering' and could 
make it home for the holi­
days, he said.

“I know my son Edson 
has a long recovery road 
ahead o f him, but in the 
meantime I am happy he is 
recovering nicely and will 
look forward to the possi­
bility of spending the holi­
days at home,” Edson’s 
fatiier, Pedro Amaro, said 
in a statement released to 
the media Wednesday.

Meanwhile, 13-year-old 
Nicholas has been unable 
to move his legs. His doc­
tor said last week that he 
has been stable and talk­
ing, but that it’s too soon 
to know the lasting effects 
of the shooting. The bullet 
entered the lower portion 
of Nicholas’ chest under 
his right arm, damaging

the lower portion of his 
lung. It went through the 
right half of his liver and 
through one of the bones 
of his spine before lodg­
ing in the soft tissue of his 
back.

About 50 students were 
trying out for the middle 
school basketball team 
when the shots rang out 
the afternoon of Dec. 12. 
Classes were out, but 
many children remained 
on the rural campus for 
extracurricular activities.

No charges have been 
filed in the shooting, but 
rifles have been seized 
from three men found on 
adjacent ranchland after 
the incident.

Investigators questioned 
the men, releasing two 
who had been practicing 
target shooting nearly a 
mile from the school.

The third man was an 
illegal immigrant with an

assault rifle who was tres­
passing on the property,' 
authorities said. He was 
kept in custody on charges 
o f misdemeanor trespass 
and poaching.

Authorities are trying to 
determine which, if any, 
of the rifles fired the shots. 
Investigators were waiting 
for the results of ballistic 
testing on a bullet removed 
from the 14-year-old.

Earlier this week, a law­
yer for the school district 
said authorities had previ­
ously responded to reports 
of gunfire around the mid­
dle school. She said they 
only confirmed that shots 
had been heard from afar. 
The school district con­
tacted an adjacent land- 
owner who said he would 
no longer allow hunting on 
the land.

Slain ICE agent’s mom cheers suspect’s extradition
BROWNSVILLE (AP) - 

A man accused in the fatal 
shooting of a U.S. immi­
gration agent in February 
was extradited to the U.S. 
from Mexico this week, 
drawing praise from the 
slain agent’s mother who 
feared that her son had 
been forgotten.

Julian Zapata Espinoza 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges including murder 
and attempted murder dur­
ing an arraignment hearing 
Wednesday, and he was 
ordered jailed without bail, 
according to a spokesman 
for U.S. District Court in 
Washington.

The charges stem from 
a mid-day attack Feb. 15 
along a Mexican high­
way that killed U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agent Jaime 
Zapata and wounded his 
colleague Victor Avila.
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“It had been 10 months 
already, and we hadn’t 
heard anything or nothing 
had been done,” the agent’s 
mother, Mary Zapata, told 
The Brownsville Herald. 
“You know you wonder, 
‘did they forget about my 
son?”’

Zapata and Avila were 
driving to Mexico City 
after a meeting with other 
U.S. personnel. The shoot­
ing in the northern state of 
San Luis Potosi was a rare 
attack on American offi­
cials in the country fight­
ing violent drug cartels.

Espinoza is known by 
the nickname “El Piolin,” 
or Tweety Bird, appar- 
.ently because o f his short 
stature. He was captured 
along with five other 
suspected members of 
the Zeta cartel during an 
army raid a week after the 
shooting.

Mary Zapata said a fed­
eral magistrate called her 
Wednesday morning to 
tell her of the suspect’s 
arrival on U.S. soil.

“He is one of several 
(suspects), and it makes 
me happy that maybe they 
are doing things behind 
the scenes that we are not 
able to see,” she told The 
Herald. “My main concern 
is my son is gone. He can­
not be replaced. I cannot 
push a button and bring 
him back.”

The Mexican attorney 
general’s office said in a 
statement that Espinoza 
had been kept in a pris­
on in the Gulf of Mexico 
state of Veracruz for the 
past seven months, and 
was turned over to FBI 
agents Tuesday at the city 
of Veracruz airport.

The Mexican army has 
said Espinoza admitted

killing Zapata in what 
he claimed was a case of 
mistaken identity, with 
the Zetas mistaking the 
ICE agents’ Chevrolet 
Suburban for one used by 
a rival gang.

According to the indict­
ment, Espinoza and oth­
ers shot the agents “with 
malice aforethought, will­
fully, deliberately, mali­
ciously and with premedi­
tation” during an attempt 
to rob them. The four-page 
indictment provided few 
other details.

Zapata, a 32-year-old 
native of the Texas bor­
der town of Brownsville, 
was on assignment from 
the ICE office in Laredo, 
Texas.

Avila, who was based in 
El Paso, was shot in the 
leg. He has since recov­
ered.
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this holiday season and reflect on 

the/ftitmcle of life, w e realize 
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May you and your loved ones 
revel in the joy of the season, 
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‘Tis the season to... steal?
More than spirits are 

being lifted this holiday 
season.

During the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas, 
an estimated $ 1.8 bil­
lion in merchandise will 
be shoplifted this year, 
according to The Global 
Retail Theft Barometer, a 
survey of retailers world­
wide. That’s up about 6 
percent from $1.7 billion 
during the same period last 
year.

“They shoplift for 
Christmas gifts, they 
steal for themselves, for 
their family,” says Joshua 
Bamfield, executive direc­
tor of the Centre for Retail 
Research and author o f the 
survey.

Sticky fingers are com­
mon during the holi­
days. The crowded stores 
and harried clerks make 
it easier to slip a tablet 
computer into a purse or 
stuff a sweater under a 
coat undetected. But high­
er joblessness and falling 
wages have contributed to 
an even bigger rise this 
year. People steal every­
thing from necessities 
(think food) to luxuries 
they can no longer afford 
(think electronics or Gucci 
purse).

“It’s really a question of 
need versus greed,” says 
Joseph LaRocca, senior 
adviser of asset protection 
for the National Retail 
Federation trade group. 
“People will rational­
ize what they are steal­
ing: ‘Oh, I’m feeling the 
economy. I lost my job.’ 
But it’s hard to make the 
argument you need a $900 
handbag.”

Some experts say the 
economy’s influence is 
largely a cop-out. They 
say shoplifters are steal­
ing for myriad reasons this 
holiday season that have 
nothing to do with eco­
nomic turmoil. Among 
them, some do it for a

rush or thrill. For others, 
it’s about filling a void. 
Still others are trying to 
relieve anxiety, boredom 
or depression —  all emo­
tions that are particularly 
common during the holi­
days.

“Shoplifting is generally 
a crime of opportunity - and 
opportunities abound at 
the holiday,” says Barbara 
Staib, a spokeswoman for 
the National Association 
for Shoplifting Prevention, 
a nonprofit that provides 
shoplifting prevention 
education programs. “The 
stressors that come with 
the holiday will certainly 
help them rationalize their 
need for bad behavior.”

Shoplifting is surprising­
ly common. An estimat­
ed one in 11 Americans 
shoplift, according to the 
National Association of 
Shoplifting Prevention. It

bases its information on 
academic research and 
information from those 
who are ordered or choose 
to enter its counseling pro­
grams for shoplifters.

About 75 percent of 
shoplifters are adults — 
equally men and women 
—  while kids make up 
about 25 percent of them. 
More than 70 percent of 
shoplifters say they did not 
plan ahead to steal and 
they acted spontaneously.

It adds up to billions of 
dollars in losses for retail­
ers.

Theft of all kinds — 
including shop lifting, 
organized retail crime, 
employee theft and ven­
dor fraud — cost retail­
ers more than $119 bil­
lion worldwide in the 12 
months ending in June,

STEAL cont. on page 8D

through Friday afternoon, but meteorologists 
said the snow wasn’t expected to clear up 
until the weekend.

Some parts of the state saw 16 inches as 
state and local police responded to dozens 
of minor accidents. No major injuries were 
reported.

The New Mexico Department of 
Transportation closed parts of 1-40 around 
Albuquerque and in eastern New Mexico 
because of poor driving conditions due to 
ice and heavy winds. Large portions of 1-25 
from Truth or Consequences to Las Cruces, 
and 1-10 in western New Mexico also were 
closed, and authorities were urging motorists 
to seek shelter in hotels.

El Paso, Texas, residents awoke to snow 
covered roads and yards Friday, and some 
sections of I-10 in the western part of the 
state were reduced to one lane as officers 
responded to a rash of accidents. Other West

cont. from page 1

Texas cities and the central portion of the 
state were expected to get their own snowfall 
by this weeker»d.

Brian Shoemaker, of Albuquerque, was 
stuck in a line of motorists \\ho had been 
stopped by police at a roadblock along U.S. 
550 in Rio Rancho, N.M. He was heading to 
Colorado to spend Christmas with his family, 
and unhappy to learn it would be early after­
noon before he could get on the road again.

“Some places in Albuquerque it was horri­
ble, and some places it was great. It’s just real 
spotty,” he said. “You’ll move from good to 
bad within two-, three-mile sections.”

In Colorado, operations at the Denver 
International Airport were getting back to 
normal after a storm that brought about 10 
inches of snow. However, airport officials 
say passengers flying out Friday morning 
would still have deicing delays of about 25 
minutes after leaving their gates.
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Word Search —  Winter Pay
T F U X H H F X S Q T S F R B
S E C Y 0 D 1 U L K N N R Y 1
G Z M S 0 Y R 1 G 0 F E 1 T R
Z L E P Y E E A W T P T G E J
S W 0 H E T P F Z U F T 1 J N
S W G V T R L 0 R Z 0 1 D S A
w Y M 1 E A A X L Y 1 H R J U
0 B 0 F K $ C T 1 J Z L Y D C
N H X E 0 X E C U F J Z B Y P
S U E T 1 B T S 0 R F P L A Y
B U N D L E U B N 0 E L R C 0
M U R D F R A C S B 1 K 1 G V
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“Joseph should’ve just gone online 
and booked a room before they left.”
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A  B IG  SOCK 
PRICELESS

Allen a / 2<t

HAPPY BIRTHDAY fa  Saturday, Dec. 
24,2011:

This year your birthday falls on a New 
Moon, creating a new beginning in an area 
of your life. This lunar position bestows 
charisma and creativity. Othen admire 
your dynamic energy and willingness to 
transform as needed. If you are single, you 
have a slew of admirers and would-be suit­
ors. Decide what type (tf relitionship you 
want, then choose. The world really is your 
oyster! If you are attached, make sure to 
keep the balance between you as a cavile. 
You could be a little too me-otienled. CAP­
RICORN reads ÚBOugh yoa defenses. 

A R IE S (M » x l i2 1 - A |v l  19)
You might na be as open as 

others would like. Yoa organizationa] abil­
ities come out. When you assume the role 
of leader, no one worries. Eveiything will 
work out perfectly. You could be jolted by 
news a  another person’s insight. Tonight 
Opt f a  a new beginning.

TA U R U S (A |m1  20-M ay 20) 
ir k irk if  Keep reaching out f a  distant 

friends you want to wish holiday cheer. 
News that heads in your direction indicates 
a faulty assumption. Really, it isn’t all that 
serious yet. Tonight: Put on some music 
and break out the eggnog.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
•kirk it Deal with one other peraon di­

rectly, and then another person, and then 
one more. Those contacts -  e^tedaUy 
with people you say “hT and to, but 
no more -  mean a lot. You mi¿tt need to 
pitch in and help someone at the last min­
ute. Make it your pleasure. Tonig^ A tittle 
more tame don uáial.

C A N C E R  ( J m e 2 1 -J a |y  22)
★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Others request your talents 

and companionship. Though a sudden 
change could toss pbns to the wayside, you 
accomplish a lot quite quickly. Ask fewer 
questions, aid focus on he^¿g odien in- 
stiunent their ideas. Good fedings m tk 
thex cachares. Tbnight: The only »swer 
tt **

L E O  ( J u ^  23-A s« . 22)
★ ★ ★  You emanae joy nearly evoy- 

wtKR, yet suddenly you become voy 
practical. Some will be relieved to see dat 
áde of you cmaie. but odan win wonder 
where the playful Leo has gone. You wfll 
be perpetually making a^iam em  right 
now. Tbnight: Giving 100 penxflt of yoir- 
seif.

Tundra

12-24

iOft

VW/TH16 CUP <DF 
COFFEE 16 50 BAD. 
1 SHOULD SUE VOU!

ON WHAT 
GROUNDS?

U/M

THE PILE OF THEM 
IN T)C BOTTOM OF 

THIS CUP.

Mother Goose and Grim

Zits
0£f?EMYí5AVEHC>U 
A CELL PHONE CASE 
WITH H19 PICTURE 

(9N IT ?

IG U E 5 6  rr^  X HEEAIPTHAT 
e o ^ o F  rr w o u u ?

WE1RPI5HUY /MAKE HIM FEEL. 
CUTE Ä  CU>SE1ÖME

-WHATEVER 
th a t  MEANS

Garfield
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Beetle Bailey

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Scpt. 22)
k k k k  You wake up acting like a 

5-year-old getting ready to greet (Thristmas. 
Every so often, the c t ^  in you emerges. 
Wha perfect timing! Even those who 
might be perpetual Sciooges find them­
selves grinning a  your optimism. Toni^t: 
Loving every moment.

LIBRA (Sept 234)cL 22)
k k k  Approach a situation with mote 

understanding than many olheis. You un­
derstand wha is needed a  this point: be 
determined to give jua tha. You migftt be 
overwhelmed by everything tha is going 
on and landing in your This, too, will 
pass. Tonight Wha would anyone do with­
out you?

SC(HU>10(OcL23-Nov.21)
k k k k k  You might be very happy a  

the thought of the iqxxxning holiday. Or 
you could be overwhelmed and/a tired 
of the celebration. Still, seeing people you 
cate aboU who are na  readily available 
creates a warm fKling. Don’t fbtgrf aboa 
tha neighba, too! Tonight You know wha 
to do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Last-minute enrands a  a forgotten 

gif) could have you tinning, whether you 
like it a  na. Though many of you lave 
your day well plawred, you still can bmdc 
oU to someone a  invite a loved one 
over who might be alone. Tonight: Don’t 
goovedxNtd.

CAFRIOHIN (Dec.22-Jn. 19)
k k k k k  You glide through the day, 

perfiaps the result of excellea planning, 
but abo because you don’t have too many 
expectations. You recognize a new begin­
ning ina key relationship n  yoa life. Don’t 
hesitale to jump on it. T h n i^  Flex with a 
change.

AQUARIUS (JM.20-Feb. IS)
k k k  A general feeling of malaise a  

conoem penneaSes yoa mood. If you 
haven’t oomecled wiA a key penon, dm l 
stand on ceremony -  make it so. Don’t 
force yourseif; be sensitive to those around 
yoL Thnight How kboa some eggnog?

PISCES (Fab. »March 20)
Zero in on the rooniM. At the 

last rniute, you could opt to invite finends 
ova, a  join foiendi «  same pent in the 
(ky. SoBteone you lave cooried on keeps 
chnging his a  her muid. You c«ma atop 
the procen, ao you might as well go with k. 
Thfright Sciae the moment.

4 $ .
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Steal
up nearly 7 percent from 
the same period in 2010. 
That’s the biggest increase 
recorded by the Global 
Retail Theft Barometer 
since it began the survey 
in 2007.

In the four weeks leading 
up to Christmas, retailers 
in the U.S. are expected 
to lose $3 billion in theft 
and other crimes. About 
^6 percent of those losses 
come from shoplifting. 
1-mployee theft represents 
about 44 percent. Vendor 
theft and administrative 
error make up the remain­
der.

Several major chains 
declined to discuss their 
elforts to thwart the grow­
ing thelt in stores by 
shoppers and employees. 
But the National Retail 
federation says big mer­
chants are spending about 
SI 1.3 billion a year to fend 
off losses.

fh e s 'r e  try ing to 
iirproxe their technol­
ogy, such as surveillance 
methods and tagging o f 
merchandise with securi­
ty devices. They also are 
working with com peti­
tors and law enforcement 
agenctes more than ever by 
sharing more information, 
such as what criminals arc 
taking and how they are 
targeting individual mer­
chants.

Retailers' efforts are 
im portant, p revention  
experts say, because theft 
not only costs them, but 
societv as a whole. Theft

cont. from page 5D 
drives up retailers’ costs 
and those are often passed 
on to consumers in the 
form of higher prices on 
everything from blueber­
ries to blouses.

“I think one o f  the things 
we have to remember is 
shoplifting is a crim e,” 
says Staib, with the preven­
tion group. "Shoplifting is 
not just an economic issue, 
it’s a social issue.”

Shop ow ner Travis 
Maynard, who has been on 
both sides o f  the shoplift­
ing fence, agrees.

As a teenager running 
with a bad crowd, he used 
to steal regularly -Visine 
to cover up his drug use, 
condiments to finish off 
his sandwich and even a 
flowering tree as a gift for 
his mother. That is, until 
he got caught stealing a 
Misfits CD as a teen and 
decided to  turn his life 
around.

M aynard, 31, now 
watches for shoplifters at 
Lime Tigard Studio, a shop 
in M urfreesboro, Tenn., 
where he sells antiques, 
vintage clothing and other 
items. He says he knows 
the tricks and is on high 
alert when someone is lin­
gering too long in a certain 
spot.

"For someone to come in 
and pretend to be a patron 
o f my business and steal, 
to me i f  s the most disgust­
ing thing someone could 
do," Maynard says. “ It’s 
one o f  the highest levels o f 
dishonesty.”

STAY  C O N N ! CM! !>

■ iL • . • • . • .
' l l  n C .  I . 

I 1 • I in  i|* I f J. V,

Joyous Christmas & Happy New Year!
Your patronage is greatly 

appreciated and I look 
, forward to  seeing 

you in the new year!

God Bless!

/ Ì /f/i lKI ' }!<•!•(/■>f y n m

SHEAR ELEGANCE

tUi 0̂  ta
We hope your holiday is filled 

with tidings of joy. gvxxl fortune, 
and gtxxl health.

r * i * i

Merrv Christmas!
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M ore A m ericans taking lo n g  h olid ay trips
NEW YORK (AP) 

- More Americans are 
expected to take long trips 
this holiday season - and 
in many parts of the coun­
try it looks to be smooth 
sailing.

About 92 million peo­
ple will travel 50 miles or 
more from Friday through 
Jan. 2, an increase o f 1.4 
percent more than last 
year, according to AAA.

The federation o f  motor 
clubs said 90 percent will 
travel by car. Drivers will 
find gasoline prices higher 
than last year, but well 
below this year’s peaks. 
Air travel will be down 
about 10 percent.

When there are prob­
lems with air travel today 
-be it weather, mechanical 
issues or computer glitch­
es - they are much worse

than just a few years ago.
Airlines have trimmed 

the number o f flights and 
are packing planes full­
er than ever before. That 
means if something goes 
wrong, there are fewer 
options to rebook stranded 
passengers. There are just 
no spare seats.

When large snowstorms 
hit the busy Northeast last 
Christmas, it took airlines 
as long as a week to get 
some people home. A sim­
ilar passenger nightmare 
occurred after Hurricane 
Irene struck in August.

Bad weather also
can mean more can­
cellations than in the 
past. A Department o f  
Transportation rule that 
went into effect in April 
2010 limits planes, to 
three hours on the tarmac.

Airlines that violate it face 
penalties o f up to $27,500 
per person - that’s more 
than $3.7 million for just 
one Boeing 737.

That has made them 
skittish about operating in 
bad weather, leading to 20 
percent more cancellations 
in the typical month.

But as of Thursday eve­
ning, there was nothing 
to indicate any widespread 
weather disruptions at the 
beginning of the Christmas 
travel period.

Heavy snow did force 
the cancellation of more 
than 100 flights Thursday 
at Denver International 
Airport, one of the nation’s 
busiest, but that tapered 
off by Thursday evening.

Severe thunderstorms 
are forecast today in the 
southeast part of the coun­

try, while snow falls in 
the mountains o f New 
England.

Mountainous areas of 
New York state and New 
England were expected to 
get several inches of snow 
by Friday morning, and 
rain and thunderstorms 
were forecast down the 
coast to the Carolinas.
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