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Bring in this ad for a FREE
entryway with one of our
in stock materials with the
purchase of flooring.
Offer is only for the
month of November.
Lots of wood, laminate and
tile flooring available.
| Monfri Jam - Spm ¢ Sat 10am - Ipm

One ” Flooring

| 65-0995 * 1533 N. Hobart

CHILDERS BROTHERS INC,
HOUSE LEVELING
Uneven Floors

Floor Bracing
Cracks In Bricks
Sticking Doors & Windows
Interior Wall Cracking
FREE ESTIMATES

WWW.CHILDERSLEVELING.COM

Cenren
Ford Family Chiropractic
Rehabilitation & Weliness Center
PAMPA TX

FURNITURE

PROUDLY SERVING

PAMPA S E 1932

1415 N. HOBART
806-665-162

MONI TURDAY 00-§

217 N. Ballard
669-3309
Where Your Friends Buy

Their Flowers ]
www.robertasflowers.com

M & H Leasing
TOP OF TEXAS

DOUG BOFYD l{VIOJ'OR CO.
w‘“""“‘*“*. mily to yours
gf-’“ | rom our family
:z* f‘!. 3 2
,.A”“‘.
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Premier Floor
Warehouse

All in-stock carpet $12.95 - $18.95
per sq. yd. installed with pad

Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year!

301 8. Cuyler, Pampa TX » 669-7001 3

MoLLIE BRYANT
mbryant@thepampanews.com

Gary Sutherland, presidentofthe
Pampa Economic Development

Corporation (PEDC) board of

directors, reported the organiza-
tion’s activities for the year at
the City Commission meeting on
Tuesday afternoon.

The past year’s income for the
PEDC was $60,000 above bud-
get, at $1,228,000. The organiza-
tion funded almost $900,000 in

projects in the last fiscal year,
not counting the purchase of the
Pampa Energy Center (PEC).
“During the last fiscal year,
the most exciting thing that we
did was purchasing the Pampa
Energy Center, the old Celanese
site. We're excited about our

prospects. We've got a lot of

activity,” said Sutherland.
The PEDC purchased the site

75¢ Daily - Weekend $1.50

We're excited about our pr
pects. We've got a lot of activity

— Gary Sutherland

Pampa Economic Development Corporat
president on the efforts to secure ter

Pampa Ener

¢

“Pampa

had some income. Oper

for $3 million last May, and
has since faced a $365,000 loss,
attributed to Opcraling COSts. ate.” said Sutherland

Sutherland Ener gy (manager of the

Center is not to work to reduce th
an inexpensive place to oper- The PEC’s firs

“We have PEDC cont. on page 7
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staff photo by ReDonn Woods

Sarah Beth Laurence of TOT (Teams of Tomorrow) dribbles a basketball on the hard-
wood at Pampa High's McNeely Fieldhouse. The TOT showed off their dribbling skills
during the halftime show of Tuesday’s PHS junior varsity game against Randall.

4H’s McGinty
updates City
about barn

MoLLIE BRYAN
mbryant@thepamy ¢

Gray County Extensior
Brandon McGinty
Commissioners an update
4H Club’s use of the Breeder
Building during Tuesda
Commission Meeting at City H

[he feeding facility |
much improvement sinc
BARN cont. on page 7

Retirement
fund increase
gets approval

THE PAampPA NEws

At a special meeti
Wednesday, the City Commi
gave a final go-ahead to a
nance that will increase the
taken from city employees’ chec!
towards the retirement system

The rate will increase from S pe
cent to 7 percent, and the amo

RETIREMENT cont. on page 7

Law enforcement a family
business for Deputy Skinner

MoLLiE BRYANT
mbryant@thepampanews.con

Inspired by his family to enter law
enforcement, Deputy J.C. Skinner has
worked with the Gray County Sheriff’s

Office for the past two years.

Skinner’s grandfather worked for the
Sheriff’s Office here, his father is a
K-9 officer with the lowa Park Police
Department and his uncle works as a

police officer in Wichita, Kansas.

“My family is the main reason | want-
ed to be a police officer,” said Skinner,
who got his start in juvenile correc- aged 14 through 21.

tions, before joining up with the

Park Police Department, and eventually
becoming a deputy in Gray County.
For three years, Skinner worked as 8 e g vou can talk to them in a differ-

corrections officer for the Texas Youth -t , i ;
¢ . s 4 e e B ent situation, where they're not already

HOMETOWN

HEROES

originally from.

“I enjoyed working out there. It was
a military style boot camp, but we
weren't in people’s faces yelling at
them or anything like that. It was a lot
different working with the juveniles
and everything,” he said

Skinner worked with young people,
lowa “A lot of them weren’t even kids. You
always see the same ones come back
through. That’s one good thing about

SKINNER cont. on page 6
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'PAMPA FORECAST

Today

High 45
Low 22

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 45. Wind
chill values between 17 and 27 early. North

R Bl T S S A S A T

Friday

High 46
Low 25

Saturday

High 42
Low 28

]
|
|
i
|
|
[
|
|
|
|
|

northeast wind between 10 and 15 mph, with
gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 22.

southwest.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 46.

Northeast wind around 5 mph becoming south

Northwest wind around 5 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around
25. North northwest wind between 5 and 10

mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 28. Southwest wind around 5 mph.

| Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a'hngh near 42.
West wind between 5 and 10 mph.

{) This information brought to you by...

— =
PRESTIGE)

JIAUTOBODY & ACCESSORIES

101 S. HOBART

806-665-3500|

$50 off Vortex bedliner when |
you bring in child’s toy or coatL

LLAST MINUTE ADS

I'he Pampa News is not responsible for the content

of paid advertisement

ANGELS, ANGELS, we
have Salvation Army Forgot-
ten Angels for you to choose
from on our Christmas tree!
These are angels who were
not chosen from the Salva-
tion Army Angel tree. [tems
should be returned unwrap
ped with angel tag attached
before Dec. 20th to the Pam-
pa News or the Salvation
Army 701 S. Cuyler, (if
vou have questions please
call 665-7233). Come by
The Pampa News, 403 W
Atchison, pick an angel &
make someone’s Christmas
brighter this year! We are
open Mon.-Fri.,, 8am-3pm
Merry Christmas from The
Pampa News!!

PACK N Mail will be
open Sat. Dec. 17, 10am-2pm
Jewelry and Gift Items 25%
off starting Dec. 1st except
LLakeshore Candles & Miche
Bags

BABY’S FIRST Christmas!
Deadline Dec. 15th, 2pm. $25
(paid in advance) and will be
in the Dec 24th paper. Email
Photos Will Be Accepted. If
emailing photos, please call
Beverly to verify that we
have received your photo,
669-2525. Please Email photo
and information to classi-
hod(“Th(‘pnmpan«'w\.rnm or
bring by Pampa News Office
8am-3pm. You may include
baby’s name, birth date,
parents, brothers, sisters,
grandparents, (great-grand-
parents-if there is enough
room)

PARTY TRAYS For The
Holidays, Hoagies Deli, 665
0292. We Deliver!!!

4-H PECANS for sale-lots
of extras! New Specialty
items: praline pecans, choc
covered pecans, Hunter's
mix & more. Good stock-
ing stuffers! Call 4-H Office
669-8033.

Holiday Hours

To better serve our Customers

Beginning November 21
We are changing our hours to:

6am-7pm Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday

6am-10pm Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
8am-5pm on Sunday

Our restaurant is available for

private parties

on Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday from 7-10pm.
We also cater private parties,

(Obituaries

Ron Lilley, Broker

Gary winton: Reaitor® Office Manager
806-440-1698
1712 N. Hobart (806) 665-4595

We help you
buy or sell
your home!

Marian Beth Case Reckahn, 44

Marian Beth Case Reck- [~
ahn, 44, passed away
December 10, 2011, in
Philadelphia (Penn State
Hospice).

Survivors include her
husband, Bruce Reckahn,
Philadeiphia, Pa.; parents,
Don and Mary Lynn Case,
Granbury; brother, Mark
Case, Midlothian; cousins;
aunts and uncles; and many
friends

Beth was born February
2, 1967, in Ft. Worth. She
graduated Pampa High School in 1985; attended McMur-
ray College in Abilene for two years, and graduated from
Texas Tech University in 1989

She has been a resident of Philadelphia since 1991.

Beth will be remembered for her energetic approach to
life, for her wonderful sense of humor and quick wit. She
always made friends wherever she lived and brought joy
into many lives. She was a loving and loyal friend.

Beth loved children, and they loved her. She had a gift
for relating to them in a unique way.

Beth was a talented musician and a member of choirs in
high school and college. As part of a singing group, she
toured England and Scotland in the mid-90’s. She loved
to travel and was able to fulfill a lifelong dream of go-
ing to Paris when she and Bruce spent their honeymoon
there.

Beth was an avid reader and an expressive writer, who
wrote stories from her early childhood. She could reveal
feelings and describe events so that the reader could actu-
ally feel and see what she was trying to convey. She had
several stories and articles published from her college
days and in Philadelphia magazines.

Beth fought a long and difficult battle with cancer for
seven years. From her first diagnosis until her death, she
showed remarkable courage and determination. She truly
lived her life fully.

Reckahn

l'hose who loved her feel that a light has gone out of

their world; but heaven is richer because of her presence
there. Memories of Beth will continue to brighten the

lives of those fortunate enough to have shared a part of

her life

A cclebration of her life will take place February 4,
2012 (two days after her birthday), in Granbury. Time
and location will be decided later.

Memorials may be given to Pampa Sheltered Work-
shop or to the Crisis Pregnancy Center.

Jerry L. Leach, 78

Jerry L. Leach, 78, died December 13, 2011, in Pam-
pa.

A private family graveside service will be held at Fair-
view Cemetery with Dr. Jeff Knighton, pastor of First
Christian Church, officiating. Arrangements are under
the direction of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mr. Leach was born September 22, 1933, in El Reno,
Okla. He graduated from Wentworth Military Academy

in Lexington, Mo. and later attended the University of

Oklahoma. After college, he served with the National
Guard with the 45th Division. He worked for Baroid as
a petroleum engineer. He married Patricia Guy on June

Fortherecord

2. 1952, in Wichita Falls. He moved to Pampa in 1975
to work for United Mud, and in 1987, he staneq his own
company, Frontier Mud Service. Jerry was happiest when
he was around his family, and he was a diehard OU fan.
He loved his wife \ ery much, and he was a very loving
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather.

Survivors inclue his wife, Patricia Leach of the home;
a daughter, Kerry Lofton and husband D. D. of Pampa;
a son, Kelly Leach of Oklahoma City; two granddaugh-
ters, Lesli Beasley and husband Nathan of Fort Worth,
and Heather Rose and husband Brandon of Yukon, Okla.;
a grandson, T.J. Leach of Oklahoma City; five great-
granddaughters, Ashli East of Denton, Avery Rose of Yu-
kon, Okla., Jordyn Richards, Breelyn Richards and Lau-
ryn Richards, all of Pampa; and three great-grandsons,
Mason Richards of Pampa, Tyson Ward of Yukon, Okla.,
and Kadin Leach of Amarillo; one brother, Jud Leach and
wife Sue of Yukon, Okla.; and a sister, Beverly Higgins
and husband Terry of Brownfield, N.M. Jerry was pre-
ceded in death by a son, Kevin Leach; and a grandson,
Jay Richards.

Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s Association,
415 W. 8th Ave., Suite 300, Amarillo, TX 79101

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-whatley.
com.

William Coy “Bill” Sheehan, 85

William Coy “Bill” Shee-
han, 85, died December 13,
2011, in Amarillo.

Services will be at 2
p.m. Friday, December
16, 2011, at Carpenter’s
Church with Rev. Fred
Palmer, pastor, officiating.

Burial will be at Memo-
ry Gardens Cemetery with
military honors courtesy of
U.S. Navy. Arrangements
are under the direction of
Carmichael-Whatley Fu- Sheehan
neral Directors.

Mr. Sheehan was born December 22, 1925, in 5lick,
Okla. He played football as a quarterback for Cameron
College in Lawton, Okla. He was a veteran of the U.S.
Navy, serving during World War II. Bill had been a
resident of Pampa since 1991, moving from San Diego,
Calif., where he worked for General Dynamics for 25
years. He married Rose L. Moody on July 10, 1995, in
Pampa. Bill was a member of Carpenter’s Church.

Suvivors include his wife, Rose Sheehan of the home;
four sons, Randy Sheehan and wife Sharisa of Gid-
dings, Greg Sheehan and wife Kim, David Sheehan and
wife Debbie, and Terry Sheehan and wife Gloria, all of
Odessa; two stepdaughters, Lesia Unruh and husband
Mark of Mound Bridge, Kan., and Shelly Yoakum and
husband Chad of Skellytown; two stepsons, Russell
Matlock and wife Dorla of Edmond, Okla., and Curtis
Matlock of Fort Stockton; a sister, Debbie Caldwell and
husband Chris of Amarillo; numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a
sister, Rosemary Holloway and brother-in-law, Charles
Holloway.

The family will be at 401 Jupiter in Pampa.

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-whatley.
com.

at the 700 block of East
Campbell.

The Pampa Police De- An accident occurred
partment reported the fol- at the 700 block of West

Police Department

lowing incidents for the Foster.

24 hour period ending Disorderly conduct oc-

Wednesday. December 14. curred at the 1100 block
Pampa PD reported 11 of West S_irroco,

traffic related incidents. An accident occurred at
Animal Control agents West and Brown.

reported nine animal re- A domestic disturbance

lated incidents. occurred at the 100 block
Pampa EMS responded ©f North Village.

to four medical calls. Disorderly conduct oc-
Tuesday, December 13 curred at the 1000 block
A theft occurred at the ©of South Farley and the

300 block of North Bal- 100 block of South Stark-

lard. weather.

Disorderly conduct oc- A Suspicious person was

curred at the 4000 block reported at the 300 block

of North Bad Cattle Com- ©f South Starkweather.
A theft occurred at the

occurred 400 block of North Bal-

pany.
Harassment

lard.
Disorderly conduct oc-

curred at the 100 block of

Village and the 100 block
of South Starkweather.

A theft was reported.

An accident occurred
at the 100 block of South
Cuyler.

A theft occurred at the
200 block of North Naida.

Wednesday, December
14

A suspicious person was
reported at the 600 block
of West Browning.

A suspicious vehicle
was reported at the 1600
block of North Christy.

iff’s Office reported the
following arrests for the
24 hour period ending
Wednesday, December 14
at 7 a.m.

Tuesday, December 13

Benjamin Samuel Grif-
fin, 20, was arrested by
police for possession
of marijuana, failure to
maintain financial respon-
sibility, failure to appear
in court, no valid driver’s
license and expired motor
vehicle insurance.

Wednesday, December
14

Matthew Brian Driscoll,
28, was arrested by police

for public intoxication.

Sheriff’s Office

The Gray County Sher-

M
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MORNINGRUSH  US death sentences reach 35-year low

$2 murderer appeal rejected

HOUSTON (AP) - The Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals has upheld the conviction of a Dallas street gang
member condemned for the slaying three years ago of a
man robbed of his car and $2.

Attorneys for 23-year-old James Garfield Broadnax
raised 56 points of error from his trial in Dallas in 2009,
many of them focusing on jury selection. The Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals rejected all the arguments

Stephen Swan was one of two men gunned down a year
earlier as they left a recording studio in Garland.

Broadnax was 19 when he was arrested in Texarkana.
In TV interviews following his arrest, he bragged about
the slayings. After he was sentenced to death, he laughed
at the mother of one of the victims during her victim’s
impact statement in court.

Pipeline approval time disputed

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) - South Dakota’s two U.S.
senators disagree on whether language speeding up
approval of the Keystone XL oil pipeline should be
included in a bill seeking to extend a payroll tax cut
and unemployment benefits.

House Republicans passed a version that includes
a requirement that federal officials decide within two
months whether to approve the $7 billion pipeline that
would cross South Dakota to deliver Canadian oil to
refineries on the Gulf Coast. Senate Democrats and
President Barack Obama' do not want the pipeline pro-
vision in the bill. .

Democratic Sen. Tim Johnson says he agrees with
Nebraska that the pipeline route should be changed,
and that will require extra time for environmental
analysis.

Republican Sen. John Thune says the pipeline should
be speeded up because it could create 20,000 jobs.

Guard at border to be reduced

WASHINGTON (AP) - When the number of National
Guard troops stationed at the Mexican border is reduced
next year, their duties are expected to shift from being on
the border to flying above it.

About 1,200 troops now help Border Patrol agents
spot illegal border crossers and human and drug smug-
glers. The office of Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, said
Tuesday that number will be reduced. It is unclear how
many troops will remain.

A federal official briefed on the new strategy said the
reduced force will focus their efforts on aerial surveil-
lance. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity
because the plan has not been announced.

Lt. Col. Robert L. Ditchey, a Defense Department
spokesman, said officials are still working out details of
the future of Guard troops at the border.

Death sentence for killer of 6

HOUSTON (AP) - Texas’ highest criminal court has
upheld the conviction of a man condemned for killing
two teenage girls as part of a cross-country murder spree
four years ago that left six people dead.

Lawyers for 48-year-old Paul Devoe raised nine points
of error from his trial in 2009 in Austin, including claims
of insufficient evidence, improper jury selection and jury
instructions and improper conduct by trial prosecutors.

The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals rejected each of
the claims Wednesday.

Devoe was arrested in Shirley, N.Y., in August 2007,
three days after four people were killed at a home in
Jonestown, near Austin. He also was accused of killing a
bartender in Marble Falls and an 81-year-old woman in
Pennsylvania whose car he stole en route to New York.

State wants to thin pike in lake

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - If the state has its way,
anglers will be allowed to catch all the northern pike they
want at Eagle Nest Lake.

The state Game Commission will vote today on remov-
ing bag limits on northern pike in Eagle Nest Lake to
prevent the aggressive predator fish from decimating
popular rainbow trout.

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports state fisheries
managers are asking the commission to let anglers catch
all the pike they want, as long as they don’t dump any
back in the lake.

Pike can grow to more than 2 1/2 feet long, weigh up
to 40 pounds and live up to 30 years.

Public comment has strongly supported letting anglers
keep the pike population in check.

$337.7M for offshore oil leases

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - The federal government’s
first auction of offshore petroleum leases in the Gulf of
Mexico since the Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster
has drawn $337.7 million in winning bids.

Petroleum explorers have bid on 191 tracts in the west-
ern Gulf off the coast of Texas.

With natural gas prices low and the United States
awash in the fuel, most of the bidding is centered on
deepwater sites targeted for oil exploration. Twenty
companies have issued 241 bids across the western Gulf
totaling $712.7 million.

ConocoPhillips has submitted the largest bid. The
Houston energy company will pay $103.2 million for a
deepwater tract.

FEMA declaration extended

AUSTIN (AP) - The Federal Emergency Management
Agency has expanded its wildfires disaster declaration
area for Texas to include 119 counties.

Gov. Rick Perry on Wednesday announced FEMA has
granted the state’s request to increase the original 45
counties eligible to seek disaster help.

A FEMA disaster declaration, on July 1, covered Texas

wildfires between April 2 and May 3. Perry’s office says
the updated disaster declaration extends the wildfires
incident period through Aug. 29.
- Texas, since Perry’s initial statewide disaster procla-
mation last Dec. 21, has responded to more than 26,000
fires that have burned more than 3.9 million acres. The
governor’s office says state and local response costs are
estimated at more than $330 million.

MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) -
New death sentences in
the United States have
declined 75 percent from
their peak since executions
resumed in the 1970s, an
anti-capital punishment
group reports.

The Death Penalty
Information Center said
78 people convicted of
murder were sentenced to
die so far in 2011, the first
time in 35 years there have
been fewer than 100 new
death sentences.

The option of lock-
ing a convicted killer in
prison for life without a
chance of parole, as well
as heightened awareness
of the risks of executing

the innocent, are driving
the decrease, said Richard
Dieter, the center’s execu-
tive director and author of
the report.

In the peak year of 1996,
315 people received death
sentences.

T'he nation also is seeing
a sustained drop in execu-
tions. The 43 executions in
2011 were roughly half as
many as in 2000. Ninety-
eight prisoners were put
to death in 1998 the bus-
iest year for U.S. death
chambers since executions
resumed in 1977 follow-
ing a halt imposed by the
Supreme Court.

Texas again led all
states by executing 13
people, while 12 other
states conducted execu-
tions this year: Alabama,

Arizona, Delaware,
Florida, (u'\il‘gl‘d‘ !duhn«
Mississippi,  Missouri,
Ohio, Oklahoma, South
Carolina and Virginia.
l'exas’ 477 executions
since 1977 are the most,

by.far.

referendum on next year’s
ballot to abolish the death
penalty. The state hasn’t
executed anyone in nearly
six years because of prob-
lems with its old death
chamber and then a short-
age of one of the execu-

lexas, Virginia and tion drugs. California’s
Oklahoma account for death row of 720 inmates
more than half the nation’s
1,277 executions since
Gary Gilmore faced a fir-
ing squad in Utah on Jan.
17, 1977, the first execu-
tion after the resumption. Polls have consistently

In Illinois, Gov. Pat shown support for capi
Quinn signed into law the tal punishment remains
elimination of the death strong, at 60 percent or
penalty. Oregon Gov. John higher. But some polls also
Kitzhaber stopped a pend- have found Americans
ing execution and declared prefer life without parole
no one would be executed to the finality of a death
during his time in office. sentence.

California could have a

is the largest in the nation
More than 3,200 people
were on death rows across
the United States when the
year began, the report said

Combs: Texas will likely tap Rainy Day Fund

CHRIS TOMLINSON
Associated Press

AUSTIN (AP) -Texas
lawmakers will almost
certainly have to tap the
Rainy Day Fund to bal-
ance the budget in 2013,
but by how much depends
largely on the global econ-
omy and policy decisions
made in Washington, state
Comptrollet Susan Combs
told The Associated Press.

Many lawmakers have
said they did not budget
enough money to cover the
state’s obligations for the
2012-2013 budget cycle,
but the keeper of the state’s
books said in an interview
luesday that lawmakers
will need to pass what is
called a supplemental bill
to make ends meet at the
end of the biennium.

A day earlier she fore-
cast that Texas will earn
$1.6 billion more revenue
than expected during over
the next two years, due
to the recovering national
economy. But that won’t
be enough to cover the
cost of Medicaid, which
lawmakers deliberately
underfunded by an esti-
mated $4.8 billion.

“That is the fungus that
will eat the planet ... that
is a national problem,”
Combs said of the health
insurance program for the
poor and disabled.

The Republican said she
supported a new law that
will allow Texas to enter
into interstate agreements
that proponents say will
reduce Medicaid costs, but
that won’t save enough.

“Sales tax revenue is
up 9.4 percent year-over-
year, and oil and gas is up
more than 70 percent, but
that’s still not enough to
get us out of the Medicaid
hole, and that has to have
a national discussion,”
Combs said.

Combs said there will
still be a shortfall when
lawmakers meet again in
2013 and they will likely
have to tap the $7.3 billion
in the Rainy Day Fund.

“I think that’s probably
where they will need to get
some money,” she said,
based on her agency’s eco-
nomic projections based
on current conditions. “I
don’t think the Legislature
will have a problem with
that. The question always
is, how big?”

That will depend largely
on oil and gas revenue.

“We are significantly
better off now than we
were in (2011),” Combs
said of the last budget
biennium, when lawmak-
ers spent $3.8 billion from
the Rainy Day Fund to
make up a shortfall.

State agencies shouldn’t
see any unexpected bud-
gets before the end of
2013, but that depends on
the global economy. She
said that while Texas ranks
as the nation’s top export-
ing state, the state’s con-
tinued progress is depen-
dent partly on how China,
India and Europe respond
to current economic woes.

About 35 percent of
Texas exports go to
Mexico and 10 percent of
those exports go to Europe,

which makes Texas better
insulated from European
problems, but the state
remains subject to global
economic woes.

Combs said the lagging
sector in the Texas econo-
my is single-family home
construction. Texas does
not have a problem with
a high foreclosure rate,
but banks have reacted to
global financial problems
by making it more diffi-
cult for average Texans
to get home loans. The
result 1s more construction
of multi-family structures,
which do not employ as
many workers.

She said the future
depends on foreign nations,
including Greece, Italy and
Portugal, working out their
debt problems.

At home, she said law-
makers should. continue to
look at government spend-
ing.

“The state needs to look
at all of the long-term,
ongoing obligations, and
by that I really mean debt,
pensions and regulatory
headwinds,” she said.

Combs declined to dis-
cuss her plans for high-
er office. She is widely
believed to be interested
in replacing Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst, who is
the front-runner for a U.S.
Senate seat.

She first served in the
Texas House and later as
agriculture commissioner
before becoming comp-
troller. She has made fight-
ing obesity and promoting
good health a priority in
all of those positions. In
2011, her office completed
a study of the health care
costs and economic losses
caused by obesity.

“My concern is that we
must have a fit workforce
that must-be going strong,”
she said. “If we don’t do
anything about how our
kids are and the workforce,
we will see about $30 bil-
lion (in annual health care
costs to private employers)
by 2025 if we don’t change
what we’re doing.”

Combs said her office
has started keeping a
detailed accounting of the
economic impact of fed-
eral regulations to pro-
tect endangered species
and prevent air and water
pollution. The goal is to
know where and how to

intervene to stop needless visited the best schools
regulations that could cost to identify what she calls
I'exas jobs and to be ready  “smart practices.”
with a safety net for those lhe best schools “are
companies affected. trying to compress their
Combs also ordered a costs and direct dollars to
statewide survey of schools  the classroom, which 1s
that indexes efficiency where | think everybody
by looking at funds spent will agree, we want the
versus standardized test dollars in the classroom.”

scores. Researchers then she said.
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Viewpoints

Today in History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 15, the 349th day of
2011. There are 16 days left in the year

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 15, 1961, former Nazi official Adolf
Eichmann was sentenced to death by an Israeli
court for crimes against humanity. (Eichmann was
hanged 5—Q months later.)

On this date:

In 1791, the Bill of Rights went into effect fol-
lowing ratification by Virginia.

In 1890, Sioux Indian Chief Sitting Bull and 11
other tribe members were killed in Grand River,
S.D., during a confrontation with Indian police.

In 1911, jazz musician, composer and bandleader
Stan Kenton was born in Wichita, Kan.

In 1938, groundbreaking for the Jefferson
Memorial took place in Washington with President
Franklin D. Roosevelt taking part in the ceremony.

In 1939, the motion picture “Gone With the
Wind” had its world premiere in Atlanta.

In 1944, a single-engine plane carrying bandlead-
er Glenn Miller, a major in the U.S. Army Air
Forces, disappeared over the English Channel
while en route to Paris. American forces invaded
Mindoro Island in the Philippines.

In 1965, two U.S. manned spacecraft, Gemini
6A and Gemini 7, maneuvered to within 10 feet of
each other while in orbit.

In 1971, the Secret Service appointed its first five
female special agents.

In 1989, a popular uprising began in Romania
that resulted in the downfall of dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu.

In 1991, an Egyptian-registered ferry, the Salem
Express, hit a reef and sank in the Red Sea; at
least 470 people died, although some estimates are
much higher.

Ten years ago: With a crash and a large dust
cloud, a 50-foot tall section of steel - the last stand-
ing piece of the World Trade Center’s facade - was
brought down in New York. The Leaning Tower
of Pisa, Italy, was reopened to the public after a
$27 million realignment that had dragged on for
over a decade.

Five years ago: Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld bid farewell to the Pentagon in a splashy
sendoff featuring lavish praise from President
George W. Bush. Gov.

One year ago: The U.N. Security Council gave
a unanimous vote of confidence to the government
of Iraq by lifting 19-year-old sanctions on weapons
and civilian nuclear power.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-comedian Tim
Conway 1is 78. Singer Cindy Birdsong (The
Supremes) is 72. Rock musician Dave Clark (The
Dave Clark Five) is 69. Rock musician Carmine
Appice (Vanilla Fudge) is 65. Actor Don Johnson
is 62. Actress Melanie Chartoff is 61. Movie direc-
tor Julie Taymor is 59. Movie director Alex Cox
is 57. Actor Justin Ross is 57. Rock musician Paul
Simonon (The Clash) is 56. Country singer Doug
Phelps (Brother Phelps; Kentucky Headhunters)
is 51. Movie producer-director Reginald Hudlin is
50. Actress Helen Slater is 48. Actress Molly Price
is 46. Actor Michael Shanks is 41. Actor Stuart
Townsend is 39. Actor Adam Brody is 32. Actor
George O. Gore Il is 29. Actress Stefania Owen
is 14.

Thought for Today: “The world is moving so
fast these days that the one who says it can’t be
done is generally interrupted by someone doing it.”

Harry Emerson Fosdick, American clergyman (1878-1969)
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America’s leaders are small; Americans are not

“We the people of the United
States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote
the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and estab-
lish this Constitution for the United
States of America.”

What a paragraph! Whatever hap-
pened to that BIG idea of America

the creation of a society that
embraces and fosters such egalitarian
values as justice, tranquility, com-
mon effort, the welfare of all and
liberty?

We know, of course, that our
nation has never attained the fullness
of this ideal, but over the decades,
generation after generation has at
least strived to get closer to it
and made impressive progress. But
today, some 224 years after the pen-
ning of the preamble, America’s cor-
porate-financial-political establish-
ment is insisting that it’s no longer
possible or even desirable to pursue
those democratic ideals that make
our country important and make
it work.

What’s happened is that, from
Wall Street to Washington, we now
have too many 5-watt bulbs sitting in
100-watt sockets. As a result of our
leaders’ dimness, America’s uniting
and constructive ethic of “We’'re
all in this together” and “Together
we can” is being supplanted by a
shriveled, dispiriting ethic that exalts
plutocratic selfishness and scorns the
public interest as intrusive, wasteful,
ideologically impure and morally
ruinous. They’re pushing us toward a
forbidding Kochian jungle in which
there is no “we” money rules,
everyone’s on their own, and such
matters as justice, general welfare,
tranquility and posterity are none of

society’s damned business.
So here we are, the wealth-
iest nation on earth, with
massive needs and an indus-
trious population eager to get
working on those needs, yet
our leaders throw up their
hands and say, “No can do.”

of thousands of homeown-
ers being mercilessly fore-
closed on by bailed-out
bankers; and others who're
simply fed up with the cor-
porados and political flim-
flammers who're knocking
ordinary Americans down

Heavily financed political i and holding America back.
forces are rumbling through- What we Americans have
out the country to crush the JIM the most of is the very thing

union movement, eliminate
wage protections, privatize
everything from schools to
Social Security, kill poverty pro-
grams, un-regulate Wall Street,
repeal environmental rules, suppress
voter turnout, stack the courts, cor-
poratize elections and delegitimize
the democratic values expressed in
the preamble. They are dynamiting
the underpinnings of the middle class
and taking away the public tools that
ordinary people must have to do the
extraordinary things that truly make
America great.

Our “leaders” have given up on
greatness because there’s no great-
ness in them.

However, there is hope in the peo-
ple themselves. We see it in the
ongoing Wisconsin rebellion that is
rejecting the Koch-fueled autocracy
of the imperious Gov. Scott Walker;
in the 61 percent grass-roots vic-
tory in Ohio on Nov. 8 to throw out
the repressive anti-labor law that
the right-wing Gov. John Kasich
arrogantly tried to hang around the
people’s neck; in the Occupy protest
that is so big and so deeply felt by
so many angry/hopeful people that
even police sweeps cannot make it
go away; and in still more uprisings
that are coming coming from
such corners as frustrated jobseek-
ers; tens of thousands of misused war
veterans returning from the Mideast
to mistreatment at home; hundreds

HIGHTOWER

our failed leaders have the
least of: bigness of spirit,
They say “no,” but we say
“yes” — on everything from repair-
ing and extending our nation’s crum-
bling infrastructure (a 2009 poll even
found that 74 percent of Republicans
are willing to swallow a tax hike
to get going on this) to reclaiming
our democracy by banning corporate
money from our elections (84 per-
cent of Americans support a consti-
tutional amendment to do it).

While it can be disheartening to
see the smallness of those in power,
don’t let it get you down. Better that
we turn their failure into our inspi-
ration for more agitation. After all,
they’re the ones who're wrong —
wrong about the can-do power of the
people they pretend to lead, wrong
about the depth of this nation’s his-
toric commitment to egalitarianism
and the common good, wrong about
what they think they can get away
with.

As we head into the New Year, our
task is to confront their pusillanim-
ity demand from every candidate
for every office to explain why their
vision is so myopic and why their
idea of what Americans can do is so
small.

Jim Hightower is a nationally syndicated
columnist

Romney bets on old rules as Newt moves under radar

MANCHESTER, N.H. “We're
not going to lose in New Hampshire.”
So says Mitt Romney’s state coordina-
tor, Jason McBride.

Stuart Stevens, the Romney cam-
paign’s TV ad-maker, expresses simi-
lar confidence. Asked if Romney might
finish second in New Hampshire, his
answer is an unhesitating “no.”

Whether that confidence is well
founded may determine the fate of
the candidate who has been the on-
and-off frontrunner in the race for the
Republican presidential nomination.

There are four contests in January
the Iowa caucuses, and then the prima-
ries in New Hampshire, South Carolina
and Florida. Romney currently trails
Newt Gingrich in polls in three of the
four. Only in the Granite State does he
cling to the lead he has held in every
poll there since April 2010.

If New Hampshire follows the pat-
tern of past primaries, Romney should
be headed for a win. In 2008, he only
narrowly lost the state, 37 percent to
32 percent, to John McCain. He’s been
running ahead of that 32 percent in
almost all polls this cycle.

He has been building an organization
replete with field directors and voter-
identification efforts since last May.
An absentee ballot drive is getting
underway.

McBride is confident that this organi-
zational effort will deliver. “At the end
of the day, the ground game is going °
to matter.”

Romney has the of seven of
the 10 county sheriffs, of dozens of state
legislators, of legions of Republican
activists. Romney signs vastly outnum-
ber those of other candidates on lawns
and along highways.

His ads are on the air on Manchester's
EUU TRV

have followed the
traditional playbook
so far seem to be
falling short. Polling
suggests that Ron
Paul may double the
8 percent he won
here in 2008.

Jon Huntsman
may also break into
double digits. He
has concentrated

MICHAEL
his efforts in New BARONE
Hampshire and has

put together an organization with six
full-time field representatives and a
140-person leadership team.

His numerous campaign
attract serious and attentive audiences.
But they tend to draw about 75 to
150 people, as compared to 250 for
Romney.

By way of comparison, the cam-
paigns for Rick Perry and Michele
Bachmann are invisible here. Rick
Santorum has an office with two paid
staffers but has attracted just a handful
of volunteers.

Under the old rules, then, Romney
seems to have constructed an impreg-
nable firewall in New Hampshire, able
to withstand the surge — McBride calls
it a “bubble” — for Newt Gingrich
that has been sweeping much of the
country.

But do the old rules still apply? Sam
Pimm, hired a week ago to manage
Gingrich’s voter identification and get-
out-the-vote efforts in the state, is not
so sure. He helped train candidates that
enabled New Hampshire Republicans
to gain 122 seats in the 400-member
state House in 2010.

Pimm says the Gingrich campaign
has hired 15 full-time staff, all locals,
i e last two weeks aid has inade
50,000 phone calls to voters in the last
seven days. It hired Charlie Spano, who

A

events .

ran field operations for Herman Cain, -

three days ago.

New technology has made political
communication much easier, faster and
cheaper than it was even a few years
ago. VOIP software makes it possible
for volunteers to make phone calls
from home in a way that campaigns can
control and monitor.

T'he Gingrich campaign seems to
have a more difficult task than the
Romney campaign. Polling indicates
that Romney’s support has been rela-
tively constant over a long period,
making it easier for the campaign to
identify and keep in touch with those
voters.

In contrast, almost all support for
Gingrich is much more recent and may
be subject to rapid change. Mobilizing
that support may be like corralling
mercury.

Certainly there is interest in the for-
mer speaker. He attracted a crowd
of 600 to Windham High School on
Monday night and got thunderous
applause from the audience. But those
proudly wearing Newt 2012 buttons
seemed to be outnumbered by those
who were still undecided or leaning to
Romney or another candidate.

“It’'s fluid,” says former state
Attorney General Tom Rath, a Romney

backer. “New Hampshire is always -
tight” But, he adds, “I don’t see any

betting, and betting

slippage for us.”
Mitt Romney is
more than the $10,000 he offered in last

‘Saturday’s debate, that Rath is right — -

and that the old rules still apply.

Michael Barone, senior political analyst for -
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Houston schools recycle

HOUSTON (AP) — Students and staff in the
largest school district in Texas have been chal-
lenged to do more to use less energy and increase
recycling..

Administrators say the Green School challenge, in
a district with 281 schools and more than 200,000
students, is designed to create environmental aware-
ness. Educators and children will be encouraged to
put together teams to develop energy and conserva-
tion programs that are specific to the needs of their
schools.

Wreck shooting investigated

ARLINGTON (AP) — Two people are dead and
four others injured after a multi-vehicle accident and
shooting in North Texas.

Arlington police Sgt. Chris Cook says a man died
when a speeding blue sport utility vehicle slammed
into the rear of his pickup truck at a north Arlington
intersection. Cook said the SUV. driver then shot
and killed a man who walked up to his driver’s-side
window.

A police statement says the 27-year-old Thomas
Lester Harper of Arlington is in city jail without
bond charged with murder and intoxication man-
slaughter. Jail records list no attorney.

The statement says a pair of twin toddlers, Harper’s
son and daughter, also were in the SUV. Their father
and a man from another vehicle involved in the
chain collision suffered minor injuries.

More Navajo speakers

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — A northeastern
Arizona county has the highest number of Native
American language speakers in the country.

The U.S. Census Bureau says Apache County
in eastern Arizona has 37,000 such speakers. The
county encompasses parts of the Navajo Nation,
the Fort Apache Indian Reservation and Zuni
Pueblo.

The figure is based on five-year estimates from
community surveys that aliowed the Census for
the first time to study small segments of the U.S.
population. The Census found that fewer than a
half-million people age 5 and over speak a Native
American language at home. About 65 percent of
them are in nine counties in Arizona, New Mexico
and Alaska.

More people speak Navajo than any other Native
American language, with 169,000 people, followed
by Yupik and Dakota, each with about 19,000
speakers.

Palin harrassers to trial

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — Two
Pennsylvania men accused of harassing Sarah
Palin’s Alaska lawyers by phone are going to have
to stand trial.

Federal Judge Timothy Burgess on Wednesday
rejected a plea deal for Shawn Christy and his
father, Craig Christy, and instead ordered the
McAdoo men to stand trial in early January.

The plea agreement would have let the two avoid
prison time and six-figure fines. Burgess says the
plea agreements prosecutors had reached with the
Christys were not acceptable to him. The judge
cited what he described as a disturbing pattern of
threats. :

The Christys were arrested in Pennsylvania in
August. Prosecutors say the men were upset about
state restraining orders issued on behalf of the
former Alaska governor and 2008 Republican vice
presidential candidate. The restraining orders were
issued after Palin left office.
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Relocation working for bighorn sheep

VAN HORN (AP) The sil-
houettes of desert bighorn sheep
can once again be seen on West
Texas mountain ridges, thanks to a
50-year-old reintroduction program
that is now bearing fruit.

A group of nearly 60 Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department officials
and volunteers gathered Tuesday
morning on a private ranch north
of Van Horn to begin a weeklong
capture program.

They plan to trap more than
100 sheep from the nearby Beach
Mountains, where they are thriving,
and relocate them to other areas
in West Texas where they once
roamed. Seven females, called ewes,
that were captured Tuesday morning
will get a new home at Big Bend
Ranch State Park near Presidio.

The sheep, with horns that curve
around the sides of their heads, were
wiped out in the late 1950s in Texas
by disease and unregulated hunting.

Ray Watley, a trapper hired by the
department in the 1960s to help start
the reintroduction project, was on
hand to watch the capture operation
Tuesday.

“They told us it would never
work,” said Watley, sitting on the
step of a trailer with three ewes
inside. “We had lots of ups and
downs. It seemed like, sometimes, it
wasn’t going to work.”

In the mid-1800s, an estimated
3,000 bighorns roamed 16 West
Texas mountain ranges, said Froylan

Hernandez, leader of the state
Wildlife Division’s Desert Bighorn
Sheep Program.

About 1,500 sheep now populate
eight mountain ranges, thanks to the
program, he said, and a goal is to
return the sheep to their 1800s popu-
lation numbers and all the ranges.

On Tuesday, a ‘capture team fly-
ing in a small helicopter with an
egg-shaped cockpit cruised over the
rugged Beach Mountains looking for
the animals.

Guns that fire a net with weights
on the corners were used to snare the
sheep. Then team members jumped
out of the helicopter as it hovered
close to the ground. They hobbled
the sheep and put them in a sling
that dangled below the aircraft as it
delivered its cargo to a processing
station.

At the station, volunteers took
hair, blood and stool samples from
the sheep. After veterinarians deter-
mined the animals were healthy,
they were gently put into trailers for
transport to their new homes.

The samples taken from each ani-
mal will help wildlife biologists cre-
ate a profile of a healthy sheep.
Some animals were also fitted with
radio collars that track their move-
ments.

Big Bend Ranch State Park now
has about 30 sheep, Hernandez said.
It will take about 100 before the
population can support itself, he

said.

“It’s a flagship species,” Hernandez
said. “If we do good for the sheep,
lots of animals under them are going
to benefit.”

Growing populations will also
allow the state to slowly increase the
number of bighorn hunting permits
it issues each year, Hernandez said

However, the numbers are still
relatively small, he said. That means
wildlife officials must watch for dis
ease, heavy predation by mountain
lions and other threats

Without support from private
groups like The Bighorn Society
the effort would have failed, Watiey
said.

The society installed 39 “‘guz-
zlers,” contraptions that catch rain-
water and feed it into troughs for
wildlife, in the bighorns’ range
Including installation, each guzzler
costs about $35,000, said Daniel
Boone, a society member

Although it will be years before
self-sustaining populations are back
in their historic habitat, the program
appears to be a wildlife management
success story.

“We’ve got (growing) bighorn
populations, and they are disease-
free,” said Clay Brewer, chairman of
the Western Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies, which represents
many states and Canadian provinces
with bighorn populations. “This has
been a long time coming.”

Thousands of birds make crash landing in Utah

ST. GEORGE, Utah (AP)
Thousands of migratory birds died
on impact after apparently mistaking
a Wal-Mart parking lot and other

areas of southern Utah for bodies of

water and plummeting to the ground
in what one wildlife expert called the
worst downing she’s ever seen.

Crews went to work cleaning up
the dead birds and rescuing the survi-
vors after the creatures crash-landed
in the St. George area Monday niglit.

By Tuesday evening, volunteers
had rescued more than 2,000 birds,
releasing them into nearby bodies
of water.

“They’re just everywhere,” said
Teresa Griffin, wildlife program

manager for the Utah Division of

Wildlife Resource’s southern region.
“It’s been nonstop. All our employ-
ees are driving around picking them
up, and we’ve got so many people

coming to our office and dropping
them off.”

Officials say stormy condi-
tions probably confused the flock
of grebes, a duck-like aquatic bird
likely making its way to Mexico for
the winter. The birds tried to land in
a Cedar City Wal-Mart parking lot
and elsewhere.

“The storm clouds over the top of

the city lights made it look like a
nice, flat body of water. All the con-
ditions were right,” Griffin told The
Spectrum newspaper in St. George.
“So the birds landed to rest, but
ended up slamming into the pave-
ment.”

No human injuries or property
damage have been reported.

It’s not uncommon for birds to
mistake hard surfaces for water.
However, Griffin noted most down-
ing are localized, while “this was

very widespread.”

“I’ve been here 15 years and this
was the worst downing I've seen.”
she told the newspaper.

Wildlife officials said they were
continuing the rescue effort that start-
ed Tuesday afternoon and included
an enthusiastic group of volunteers

The surviving grebes were gath-
ered up - some in cardboard boxes
- and dropped into bodies of water in
southern Utah's Washington County,
including a pond near Hurricane

Residents who came across remain
ing grebes were asked to either call
wildlife officials or bring the birds to
their office.

“If we can put them on a body of
water that’s not frozen over, they’ll
have a better chance of survival.”
said Lynn Chamberlain, a wildlife
agency spokesman.
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AUSTIN (AP) [he
town of Groesbeck came
within days of running
out of water this month,
even though it knew
exactly what could  be
done to prevent it.

What it would take,
according to a plan
the lexas Water
Development Board is set
to approve Thursday, is a
$10.4 million off-chan-
el reservoir. The town,
located east of Waco, has
in annual budget of about
»2 million

“Financially we can’t
handle that,” Mayor
Jackie Livingston said
Instead, an emergency,
$250,000 pipeline that
pumped in water from a
nearby rock quarry kept
Groesbeck from running
dry amid the most-pun-
shing one-year drought
in state history

Livingston said her
own is willing to double
water usage rates, even

indebt our grandchil-
dren,” but can only go

y far. “In the meantime,
v¢ have had to make
rrangements on  our
own,” she said

I'he water board plan,
eleased every five years,

a sweeping cttort to
help Texas cope with its
requent droughts. But
he board has no author-

y to implement its rec-
mmendations mean-
ng towns like Groesbeck
an still run out of water

nder extreme condi-
1ons
population is

lated to grow from 25
nillion to 46 million
by 2060, which should
increase water demand
2 percent, according
to the 295-page report.
But existing state water
supplies will decline 10
percent over the same
period. It says that fail-
ire to meet future water
supply needs could cost
he state $11.9 billion in
innual economic losses, a
igure that might increase
to $115.7 billion per year
by 2060

[o cope, the plan rec-
ommends 562 water
projects, including res-
pipelines, dams

l'exas’

voIrs

ind wells, at a cost of

Skinner

in jail, and | feel like
you can help a lot more
in that situation than you
can when they’re already
locked up,” he said.

Skinner also prefers the
autonomy and pace of his
new position

“You were always con-
fined (working correc-
tions). Out here, you can
get out and roam around.
Some days I wake up, and
can’t believe I get paid to
do this, just because of the
freedom, and you get to do
something different every
day. That’s one of the best
parts,” said Skinner.

After leaving juvenile
corrections, he became a
patrol officer with the lowa
Park Police Department.
He eventually moved to
the Gray County Sheriff’s
Office to be closer to fam-
ily in McLean.

“lI like the Sheriff’s
Office more, because for
the most part, we have a
lot more freedom. We're
not confined just to work-
ing in the city. We can
work the whole county. |
enjoy working with every-
body here. Of course, the
sheriff lets us do what we
need to do. It’s a lot nicer,
to me, working for the
county, having more juris-
diction and being able to
not be confined to the city
or to a beat,” said Skinner.

“I'm not assigned
to any unit, but what I
mostly work is narcotics,
other than. regular patrol.
Whenever | have time to
work narcotics, that’s what

$53 billion. Texas has set
aside just $1.4 billion to
cope with future water
needs, however, and is
relying on local officials,
who have said they can
spend about $26 billion
4 1 lectar infractriirtiire

LU DOUISLCL HHlTasuausiuic,

Some of the rest can be
made up in state grants
and low-cost loans the
water board helps com
munities statewide apply
for — but that still means
billions more in infra-
structure improvements
that may never come to
fruition. What could hap-
pen to cities and towns
that can’t find funding,
especially amid
statewide budget cuts?

“It’s certainly putting
them at more risk of fac-
ing water shortages if
we do once again face
a historical drought,”
said Dan Hardin, director
of water resource plan-
ning at the Texas Water
Development Board

State climatologist
John Nielsen-Gammon
says Texas has endured
droughts in five of the
past seven years and
that the already historic
current one is likely to
continue at least another
year. It may eventually
rival the 1950-57 drought
that was the state’s lon-
gest prolonged lack of
rainfall.

Hardin said that even
amid such conditions,
there’s no guarantee local
leaders will agree to find
funding for the building
projects the plan recom-
mends

“It’s tough for me to
put myself in the position
of a local elected offi-
cial,” he said. “l know the
kind of pressure they’re
under.”

he report also rec-
ommends the lexas
Legislature lay out steps
to obtain potential sites
for new reservoirs, ease
restrictions on the vol-
untary transfer of surface
water, and look at long-
term solutions to pay for
water plan projects — but
there’s little mechanism
to follow-up with law-
makers.

Some say the report
should do more than

deep

Texas has major water plan,
but hasn’t power to enact it

make recommendations
“The Texas Water
Board doesn’t think
it’s their job to tell the
Legislature about water
policy, but something
has to change,” said Amy
Hdl\“'(lytl‘ an atior-
ney and water special-
ist for the Environmental
Defense Fund
Meanwhile

imaction
aaacuon

makes things even more
costly. The estimated
price tag for meeting the
state’s water needs has
increased from the $31
billion in the board’s
2007 report because the
current plan calls for
more expensive projects,
desalinization
but also due

such as
facilities
to inflation.

Fhe 2007 plan itself
had a spotty implemen-
tation record. Of 497
recommended projects
the board was able to
track based on internal
surveys, just 139, or 28
percent, reported
form of progress on strat-
egy implementation. Of
only 65, or 13

some

those,
percent, had been fully
implemented

Ken Kramer, director
of the Lone Star Chapter
of the Sierra Club, said
this year’s report proj
ects 36 percent of the
state’s future water com-
ing from conservation
efforts or reusing treated
waste water for industrial
uses or things like irrigat-
ing golf courses. Most of
the rest relies on infra-
structure improvements.
He said that, by calling
on authorities to impose
mandatory conservation
requirements faster dur
ing the onset of droughts,
the board could ensure
conservation plays a larg-
er role

He noted that encour-
aging conservation, as
well as infrastructure
improvements for things
like repairing leaky pipes,
have helped San Antonio
tamp down current- water
use to levels about equal
to 20 years ago, despite
its population growth.

“We need to take a
closer look at how we’re
PI'\\jL‘k"H]t'_ demand versus

need,” Kramer said.

cont. from page 1

staff photo by Mollie Bryant

Deputy J.C. Skinner took a job with the Gray
County Sheriff's Office to be closer to his family in

MclLean.

I try to do,” he added.
In his spare time, Skinner

Sape it i Ty o

training dogs.

-

“My dad’s been a K-9

training narcotics dogs and
protection dogs with him.
My mom actually lives
in Mclean, and she still
belgian malinois. 1 still
help with her and my dad
when I can,” she said.

Police: Mother in welfare
standoff had gun in 2010

SAN ANTONIO (AP) A mother
who shot her two children before kill-
ing herself in a Texas welfare office
was found a year ago with a gun on a
beach and told authorities her children
were bathing at a gas station, according
to a police report released Wednesday.

Rachelle Grimmer was also found
with food stamps, a New York driver’s
license and said her family was staying
on the beach “as a learning experi-

g to a September 2010
report filed by a Kleberg County sher-
iff’s deputy.

Grimmer’s children, 12-year-old
Ramie and 10-year-old Timothy, died
from their gunshot wounds days after a
Dec. 5 standoff in a Texas Department
of Health and Human Services building
in Laredo. Grimmer, 38, had applied
there for food stamps but was denied.

“l asked her why she had the weapon,
Grimmer told me that she carried for
protection while traveling,” Kleberg
County sheriff’s deputy Robert Wright
wrote in the report. “The weapon was
returned to her. Ms. Grimmer told me
that they would be fine because they
were just on vacation.”

Authorities visited Grimmer on the
beach after receiving a concerned call
about the children’s welfare.

Wright told Grimmer he was con-
cerned about the children’s well-being.
I'he Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services sent an investiga-
tor that same day to interview Grimmer
but ultimately did not intervene with
the family

Patrick Crimmins, an agency spokes-
man, said Wednesday the investigator
verified that Grimmer had $700 in
Ohio food stamps and that she claimed
to be receiving more than $500 a
month in child support. He has said
that generally speaking, there may be
no cause for the state to intervene if the
children appear to be well fed, cared

ence.” accord

for and don’t show obvious signs of

abuse.

“There are no concerns noted about
the children in our documentation,”
Crimmins said. “They were fully-
clothed. Law enforcement documented
they were registered for home-school-
ing through Ingleside (school district).
I'he family appeared to have adequate
food.”

“Thanks to Accolade,

everything in Dad’s life is better” =

Yet that same day, Grimmer appar-
ently gave the deputy and child welfare
worker conflicting stories. She told
Wright the family was vacationing
from New York, but hours later, alleg-
edly told the child welfare investigator
they came from Ohio. Crimmins said
there’s no record of New York in the
agency’s records.

Wright said the family had a small
ice chest with lunch meat and bread.
When asked where the kids were bath-
ing, Grimmer allegedly told the deputy
they cleaned themselves in the bay and
at a gas station.

The report from the rural Texas
coastal county shed more light on the
wayward, impoverished Grimmer fam-
ily, who appeared to spend their last
years crisscrossing the country before
winding up in a rundown camper on
the U.S.-Mexico border.

Grimmer’s former mother-in-law in
Montana has said Grimmer had a his-
tory of mental problems. Neighbors
in the Laredo trailer park, meanwhile,
described Grimmer as intelligent and
compassionate.

Yet the Kleberg County report was
the second this week to note Grimmer’s
strange behavior. In June, Grimmer
walked into the Corpus Christi police
department to report that her ex-hus-
band was connected with the Ku Klux
Klan and a gang known as MSI13,
according to a report obtained under an
open records request.

Grimmer feared those groups were
stalking her, the report said. The officer
wrote that “in talking with Grimmer it
was evident that she may be mentally
challenged.” The report went on to say
that concern for the children was raised
“because of Grimmer’s obvious mental
issues.”

The Kleberg County report described
Grimmer as edgy and paranoid. She
allegedly wasn’t convinced the dep-
uty was a law enforcement officer
despite his uniform and became *“abu-
sive” when asked to show her driver’s
license.

State officials say Grimmer’s appli-
cation for food stamps this summer
was rejected because she never submit-
ted proof of income, such as how much
child support she was receiving.

Speak\in\g

from the heart

Dad was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease 10 years ago. Recently, he
started suffering from arthritis in his
knees, extreme shaking and stiffness.
The problem wasn't that he couldn't
move, it was that his movement was
too small to get anything done. That's
when | talked to him about getting
treatment from Accolade Homecare.

Just a couple of weeks into the pro-
gram and his muscles feel stronger.
He's taking bigger steps, walking up
and down the stairs and getting into
bed without any problems. He can
even bend over to pick up the remote.
Thanks to the help from Accolade,
everything in his life is much better.

Pampa
(806) 665-9700

Accolade Home Health Services
Include:
*Skilled Nursing
*Wound Care
*Telehealth/Cardiac
*Memory Care
*Lower Extremity Management
*Diabetic Teaching/Training
*Home Care Aide
*Physical Therapy
*Occupational Therapy
*Speech Therapy

¥ 4
Accolade
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MATTHEW “UNCLE
MaTTY” MARGOLIS

dogs from flying — both in and
below cabin. Breeds such as
the Pug, Shih Tzu, Pekingese,
Bulldog, Boxers, Boston terri-
ers and Chow Chow are prone
to respiratory difficulties that
make flying dangerous. Senior
citizen canines are wise to avoid
the hazards of air travel, as

Creator's Syndicate

Last month, 56-year-old Lynn Jones of
Nevada was fired for refusing to load an
emaciated dog into a plane’s cargo area.
This week, Airport Terminal Services
President Sally Leible offered the big-
hearted baggage handler her job back,
along with back pay and an apology.
She told the Associated Press that Jones
“was trying to protect the dog, and I
think she was courageous in doing that.”

Jones’ world erupted into a firestorm
about a month ago at the Reno-Tahoe
International Airport when she came
across a pet carrier tagged for a flight to
Texas. Inside lay a skin-and-bones hunt-
ing dog too weak to stand.

Jones told the Reno-Gazette Journal,
“Everyone who saw it, the TSA people,
the airport police officers, the girls at the
ticket counter, was concerned. The dog
was so weak and torn up. It didn’t look
like it could survive the flight.”

But only Jones stepped in.

She noted that the dog’s paws were
raw and his body covered in sores.
“It was so thin, it made me cry.” But,
according to NPR, “when she told her
supervisor about it, he insisted she load
the dog onto the plane because its paper-
work was in order and its condition was
none of her concern.”

“I kept telling my supervisor, ‘That
dog is going to die if it gets on that
plane.””

She was right. Traveling in cargo is
hard enough on dogs in perfect health. A
dog in this condition would not survive.
In fact, if there is any way on earth to
avoid it, don’t fly your dog in cargo.

Here are a few things to keep in mind
when deciding whether and how to fly
your dog into the not-so-friendly skies:

— Major airlines have breed, size and
health restrictions that prevent certain

are anxiety-prone dogs of any
breed.

— Your dog's veterinarian is best
equipped to determine whether he is
healthy enough to fly, and most com-
mercial airlines require a health cer-
tificate prior to boarding. Even so, it’s
clear that some people will sign off on
anything, even the health of a visibly
unwell dog.

— If your dog is small enough, he
might be eligible to fly in the cabin
with you. If so, congratulations! This is,
hands down, the best way for a dog to
fly. Requirements vary among carriers,
so do your homework.

But even if your dog is one of the eli-
gible breeds and your vet signs off on his
health, consider these alternatives before
booking him in cargo:

— Dubbed pet daycare in the sky, Pet
Airways offers east- and west-bound
service to and from many cities and is
the only pet-only airline that transports
pets in the main cabin. Visit petairways.
com for details.

— Consider using a long-distance pet
shuttle or pet relocation service. These
services transport animals to their final
destination by ground, and some even
offer the option of a private and pam-
pered road trip. Options abound, but be
sure to check out licensing, credentials
and standards of care.

Because of Lynn Jones, that poor dog
was spared a flight that surely would
have been his last. We owe it to our dogs
to be equally vigilant about weighing all
other options against the very big cons
of cargo.

Woof!

Dog trainer Matthew “Uncle Matty” Margolis is
co-author of 18 books about dogs, a behavior-
ist, a popular radio and television guest, and

host of the PBS series “WOOF! It's a Dog's
Life!”

Barn

County’s 4H Club began

job,”

said

McGinty. maintain their pens.

working on the bam. So
far, the 4H has added new
plumbing, fences, concrete
flooring, improved light-
ing and pens.

McGinty  anticipates
lamb and goats to be held
in the barn in the future.
Currently, it has several
hogs in 10 by 6 foot hog
pens.

“It’s not a big pen, but
it’s not a small pen,” said
McGinty. It also encourag-
es the kids to get their pigs
out and moving around,
exercising.”

He said that 4H club
members have actively
worked to transform the
facility into a feeding barn.

“They’ve done a great

“Some of that stuff, the
kids can’t do, like putting
pens together and weld-
ing them, but they sweep
(and) they keep things
cleaned up. They dragged
out all those little boards
that separated the two
barns. They put the feed
caps together, they put the
water barrels together and
they rinse those. That sur-
factant (on the barrels) is
not easy to rinse, because
it’s like soap, and those
guys spent two days rins-
ing 32 barrels. That stuff
isn’t easy to do.”

* He said that the bamn
is helping about six fami-
lies care for animals. Club
members are required to

A BLUE CHRISTMAS
SERVICE OF WORSHIP

Pampa’s First Christian Church at 1633 North
Nelson will be sharing in a unique blessing this
Advent: on Saturday evening, December |7,
beginning at 6:30, we will be offering the gift of “A
Blue Christmas Service of Worship.”

Such a service is not new to Christian worship, and
is offered in the hope and prayer that all who are
experiencing any kind of pain that might keep them
from knowing a fuller joy in Christmas’s gift to us in
Jesus, can come together and seek Divine Peace.

If you have lost a loved one this past year, or still
grieve a loss from years past, or if you are constantly
burdened by guilt or Unforgiveness or anger or
confusion, or want to more fully support someone
who is, you are invited to come lay your burden at
the Sacred Manger of the Savior.

“The kids have signed a
contract with me. If their
pens are not cleaned up
and if their animals are
not cared for, they have
seven days (to fix it). After
seven days, it’s a $10 a day
charge out of our office.
They have 30 days to get
it taken care of and paid.
Otherwise, the animal will
be sold. The money will
g0 to 4H Club to clean the

Occupy OKC ends, Tulsa picks up

OKLAHOMA CITY
(AP) Protesters in
Oklahoma City ended

their two-month occupa-
tion of a downtown park
Wednesday, but the move-
ment in Tulsa intensified
as three people chained
themselves to a railing
outside the front doors at
City Hall.

['he three Tulsa protest-
ers said they had thrown
away the keys to their
chain locks and that it
was up to authorities to
saw them loose, but a city
spokeswoman said the
group was on public prop-
erty and could stay.

“Tulsa 1s serious about
the Occupy movement,”
said one of the chained
protesters, Eli Silva. The
23-year-old Tulsa resident
and de facto leader of the
group was among several

Retirement

cont. from page 1

the city matches for retire-
ment funds will also go up.

The city estimates that
the rate increase will cost
between $185,000 and
$190,000.

PEDC

cont. from page 1

Flogistix, began leasing
a shop building in late
October, as an expansion
of the company’s manufac-
turing operations.

In the past fiscal year,
the PEDC also provided a
$525,000 loan to New Life
Housing to go towards the
construction of Hampton
Village, a low income
housing development.
Sutherland said that the
loan was repaid last week.

cont. from page 1

pens,” said McGinty.
l'aking on this responsi-
bility is one way that 4H
Club members learn lead-
ership skills.
“At 4H, one thing we
do is train leaders, and

we go through the pro-

cess of training the kids
as well as the parents,”
said McGinty. “That’s one
thing we pride ourselves
on is training leaders.”

protesters pepper-sprayed
last morfth by police after
they violated curfew at a
city park. Ten people were
arrested.

Samuel Molik, who ‘was
chained next to Silva, wore
a wool hat and a clear plas-
tic poncho, which the cold
rain was falling on. Molik,

24, said the trio expected

to be arrested right away
but that city employee
and police officers were
being cordial.

Many passers-by polite
ly accepted the green flier
that protesters were hand
ing out, while others shot

the groun anery looks
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Happy Holidays |’}

~ brought o you by

Somewhere on the spectrum between
techno-dazzle (iPad apps for toddiers, any-
one?) and fuzzy-wuzzy bears there’s a
sweet spot: toys that inspire kids to have
fun, stretch their creativity and leam while
they play. With a little effort — and some
guidance from savvy toy shop owners —
any attentive shopper can hit the mark.

Toys that encourage the most beneficial
play may not be the biggest spotlight-
grabbers. Their attractions are often more
subtle and require a shopper to search past
the dancing dolls massed out in aisle one.

“Toys today, especially toys in the mass

" market, you push a button and it does some-

thing—it lights up or it sings or it turs around
and does all kinds of things. But they’re not
toys that allow a child to be imaginative
and creative,” says Jennic Law, owner
of  KangarooBoo
toy store, West Des

;ag;.:g life’s little chal Moines, lowa. “The
Remote-control child 1S
machines by Thames & plil_\’-

Kosmos

Speed racer
ing and having a good  Thedurable
time, but the toy is wooden Giant
doing most of the  Vintage Sports
actions or thinking for  Carby Vilac

him or her.”
Law says clas-
sic problem-solving
toys like puzzles and
blocks are much better
for children. She likes
boldly colored Green
Toys Blocks ($25, 6
months and up), which
are made from recycled
plastic milk containers and
come in many shapes.
Wendy Lippman, owner of
Tlaquepaque Toy Town in Sedona,
Ariz., seeks out toys that spur open-ended
play. “I like toys where kids are encour-
aged to use their imagination,” she says.
Lippman recommends toys that can serve
as the focus for role-playing, where kids
can act as cashiers or shoppers with a toy
cash register, for example. Such toys also
set up scenarios to educate chil-
dren, she says.
Science-related toys are
no longer aimed at little
Leonardos and can
be packed with
fun, says Jim
Davis,
Kid’s Center toy
store in Tucson,
Ariz. Toys with
magnets easily com-
bine science learn-
ing with fun. The

magnetic blocks from Tegu ($70, age
3 and up) snap together and hang in bal-
ance, a perfect gift to spark the imagination
of young children.
Science kits from Thames & Kosmos are
perennial award-winners. The Remote-
Control Machines set ($70, age 8 and
up) lets kids build 10 different motor-
ized vehicles (including bulldozer, crane,

Has anyone ever

made a truly grand

entrance empty-handed?

"Tis the season to arrive at the

homes of friends and family with a smile

on your face and a small gift for the hosts.

And there’s no better offering than a little
somethin’ somethin’.

Gifts of food and drink needn’t be
costly. A little sweet, a little gourmet
treat — the newer and more uncommon,
the better — is the perfect holiday call-
ing card. Present it festively wrapped
and beribboned and you’re sure to be
welcomed back next time. Here are
some ideas:

Indulge your favorite locavore with a
mushroom kit from Back to the Roots.
Anyone with a taste for risotto al funghi
and a windowsill can grow 1.5 pounds

dqucation
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owner of

popular Discovery Set of

Dutiful but dull, toys intended to enrich
achildonce sat atthe top of adults’
shopping lists —and the bottom of the toy

greenc

"Formula
One racer, three-
blade dozer, robotic
arm) and then guide
them with a remote control
unit. After following the instructions to
construct the standard vehicles, kids can
invent their own.

Try re-imagining books as
toys. “There’s a jillion differ-
ent topics for books,” Davis
says. “You just need to know
a little bit about the child
and then pick out the appro-
priate story book.”
Here” is the title and also the
instruction for the new book
by Hervé Tullet that launches
young readers on a charming
adventure. Watch them blow,
tilt, shake, rub and tap color-
ful dots printed on the page
to make them multiply, grow
and rearrange themselves (Chronicle,
ages 4-8).

KangarooBoo’s Law advises avoiding
electronic educational and leisure toys for
age 5 and under. “If [children] are able to
sit down and solve a problem or a puzzle
or build something, it makes the foundation
for them as a person,” she says. She also
says toys that involve physical play help

“Press

Fun with dots
by Hervé Tull

$15,

of oyster mushrooms in just ten days,
right from the box ($19.95/ grocery and
specialty stores).

Local craft brews are popping up
everywhere — including, with any luck
at all, a kitchen near you. With a beer-
making kit, beer fans can out-micro the
microbrewers. A Mr.Beer home brew
kit includes a two-gallon fermenting
container in the shape of an beer barrel,
8 plastic bottles, caps and labels, and the
ingredients that will produce two gal-
lons of beer in 14 days. Throw in a six-
pack of your favorite local brew to get
the brewing party started. Find a store
using the locator link at mrbeer.com.
($49.95, specialty and liquor stores).

Give "em a pop and they’ll be happy.
Kids decorate their own holiday treats
with a do-it-yourself lollipop kit from

box. Nomore. Creativity, play value and

redentials combine insome
oftheseason’s
bestbets.

' )

develog
skills

and other mer

motor
patience

skills,

capacities. Fastrack, a new board game b

motor

Blue Orange, pits opponents who twa

elastic cords to send wood
en disks shooting across
board and through a narr
slot. The first to get all
to the other side wins ($
age 5 and up)
lo get kids
couch and develop
physical well-being, D

Hi\ o1l

suggests new classic

for outdoors, such as jumj
ropes and sports balls, and
new throw toys, includ
Rhino Toys™ SkyO. a fl¢
ible flying ring that’s «

to catch and throw ($8

3 and up). The Z-Curve Bow from Zin
Toys launches foam arrows a satisfyingl
long way ($20, age 8 and up)

Whatever route you take to finding
best toy for a special boy or girl. D
says, stop, think and proceed with inspir
tion. “You really need to know the chi
and try to engage the child in the purchase
you make.”

“Press Here"
et

Christmas seasonis the time to eat, drink and be merrily generous.

Kencraft Candy. The pops, decorations
and icing are edible. ($9.95, gift shops)

Booger. Vomit. Earwax. Earthworm
Chances are, there’s a Harry Potter fan
in your life who will fall on the floor
laughing, more than once, as he offers
you a taste from the Jelly Belly box
of Bertie Bott’s Every-Flavour Beans
Insist on a blue one — innocent blue-

berry — and you may make it to des-
sert. ($2.25, bookstores, gift stores, toy
stores).

TeaForte’s Tea for the Heart heart-
shaped box contains sachets of green
tea rich in antioxidants that benefit heart
health. The company is promoting heart
health for women in partnership with
womenheart.org. ($20 for 12 sachets, spe-
cialty stores).
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Dec
15,2011

This year you often feel very sure of
yourself. Your thinking might be grounded,
but for whatever reason, an element of
confusion runs through your life. You can
count on yourself, but you cannot predict
others’ behavior. Often people take a differ-
ent meaning from a situation than you in-
tend. Leam to clarify. Your positive attitude
helps you work through problems. You also
will attract people who are more upbeat
If you are single, you could date to your
heart’s content. Just don't consider a date a
marriage proposal. If you are attached, take
up a new hobby together. VIRGO can push
you beyond your limits.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%%k While you can, get as much ac-
complished as possible. You are definitely
overworked, but you can effectively get
through that extra work. Confusion sur-
rounds you and/or a project. You might
need to wait a little while to clear out the
fog. Tonight: Head home, but squeeze in
some exercise.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* 4% You come from a solid position
and greater depth and understanding. Your
ability to understand the way others work and
empathize allows for a strong rapport. Your
creativity comes forward, allowing greater
give-and-take in the late p.m. Tonight: Start
thinking “weekend.” Make plans.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%%k Don’t stand on ceremony with
another person. Jump over a barrier and let
it dissolve. Confusion surrounds this situa-
tion anyway. Verify what you are hearing.
Don'’t be goaded into a disagreement. Stay
centered, and listen. The end result will be
that you are very content. Tonight: Happy
to get home.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

ik Be aware of your limitations —
those that are self-imposed as well. You

make sure you are on the same page. To-
night: Head on out. Meet friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

rrk Rethink the possibility of mak-
ing a change. Say “yes” and head in a new
direction. Use the daylight hours to the max.
Confusion surounds a personal matter.

T BACK IN THE 'S0s/
BUT HE CAN'T FIND IT ON DVD. J "AMAHL AND THE K_____\)/
‘\,._,,- - }/ NIGHT VISITORS” -
¢ TTITTTTTTTVOTTITIvG - 4 .

) ‘A MALL AND THE
: NIGHT VISITORS "

s 1/

Make sure the fog doesn’t hit your finances.
A respected boss or relative surprises you.
Tonight: Think “gifts.” Think “Santa.”

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% Your major focus could be just get-
ung through the day. You have something
better waiting around the comer. Think
positively. If you need to take a break, do.
An element of confusion surrounds your
daily life. Tonight: You are top dog.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%k %k Zero in on your priorities,
knowing full well the choices you need to
make. Remain upbeat and direct in your
dealings. Still, there is a vague side effect
with a loved one or a meeting. Somehow
you note a disconnect. Maintain a sense of
humor. Tonight: Vanish while you can.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* % %% You know what you want, but
do you understand which path is the cor-
rect path? Touch base with several different
people. Your sense of humor helps when
confusion messes up the best-laid plans.
Stay on top of a personal matter. Tonight:
Tell it like it is.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%%k Check out a hunch and brain-
storm with those in the know. Although the
solution appears in the haze, it seems ap-
propriate. Take a stand, but know that you
will need to follow through. Clarify where
others are coming from. Tonight: Expect to
be burning the midnight oil.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

*kdk Deal directly with one other
person. You could be unusually persuasive
when following through on an idea. Use
care with your finances, as you easily could
make a mistake. Tonight: Follow the music.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

J*okdkk If you think a key person
might have an ulterior motive, you could be
misreading the situation. Just accept what is
offered. and make less of a judgment. Has
anyone told you that you over-think situ-
ations? Today could be a prime example.
Tonight: Chat over dinner.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% Continue the hectic pace. You
know what you are doing. Schedule meet-

ings for late in the d /. What starts out as
a business meeting tu ns into 1 warm get=

together, which could evolve into .« lot
more. Tonight: Socializing to your heart’s

content.

Tundra
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THE REAL REASON
SMOKEY WEARS A HAT

Shoe

12-15

Fill in the blank:

€0V THE CHEAP-

€11 Mackely - Dist. by King Features . SHOECOMICS.COM

See no evil. Hear no
evil. Jweat no evil.

NONSENSE, I ONUp

STALIN THE VER:
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ISHE
STAQING?| SUITE
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[ NEW KHAKIS, WSTA YOUR MOTHER THINKS

\ DAD? HUNCH. THEY MAKE ME LOOK SLIM!
= /13

I'P RATHER
KISS A POG!
®)

iowted by Universal Uciick  www facebook com/garfield
201 LPAWS, INC_ Al Rights Reserved.
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Happy Holidays

A Party to Remember

l'he holidays are the most festive
time of the year, and no holiday
season is complete without a party
or two with family and friends. Be
it to celebrate a religious holiday or
to ring in the New Year, a holiday
party is an essential element to the
holiday season.

While it's always great to be a
guest, hosting a holiday party is a
great way to show friends and fam-
ily how much they mean to you.
This holiday season, consider the
following tips to ensure your holi-
day party is as memorable as the
season is merry.

» Make it a themed party. The hol-
iday season is filled with festivities,
from office parties to neighbor-
hood gatherings to gatherings with
family. For more casual affairs,
set your party apart with a theme.
For example, a Christmas sweater
party, where each guest wears a
Christmas sweater, can be a fun
way to excite guests and inspire
a few laughs. Give a prize to the
guest with the most ornate sweater.
If sweaters aren't your thing, then
encourage guests to dress up like
some favorite holiday characters,
including Santa Claus, Frosty the
Snowman or even Rudolph.

* Don't forget the holiday fare.

Just like parties are a staple of

.and

the holiday season, so,
too, are certain foods
types of music.
Few people indulge in
some eggnog outside of
the holiday season, so
make sure there's plenty
of eggnog on hand. And
don't forget the ginger-
bread cookies, either.
As people enjoy holiday goodies,
make sure they do so with holiday
music playing in the background.
Choose songs that guests know and
to which they can sing along. Such
sing-alongs might become espe-
cially memorable once guests have
a glass or two of eggnog in them.

« Host a holiday giveaway.
Though it can be fun to do a Secret
Santa, chances are guests already
have enough gifts to buy. But hosts
can spice things up with a holi-
day giveaway that rewards guests.

Host a holiday-themed round of

Trivial Pursuit or a holiday movie
trivia game that encourages guests
to compete for prizes. Prizes can be
small and inexpensive, but guests
will be sure to enjoy some friend-
ly competition for holiday-themed
prizes.

* Don't be afraid to take it outside.
For those who live in regions with
significant snowfall, consider invit-

Here’s how to make

sure people talk about
your Christmas party for
Decembers to come.

ing guests outside to have some fun
in the snow. While fun in the snow
is often left to the kids, don't assume
adults won't enjoy building some
snowmen or a good old fashioned

snowball fight in the backyard. If

outdoor fun is going to be on the
docket, be sure to remind guests to
dress appropriately. And make sure
there's plenty of hot chocolate ready
once everyone goes back inside to
warm up.

* Prearrange transportation home
for guests. A successful holiday
party is one that is safe, so be sure
to prearrange travel home for guests
just in case anyone overindulges in
holiday cheer. When sending out
invitations, seek volunteers to be
designated drivers, and avoid drink-
ing alcohol yourself. For larger par-
ties, call a local taxi service and
arrange for a couple of cabs to be
on call when the party ends.

Dear Abby...

DEAR

ABBY: “Sad-

By Pauline & Jeanne Phnlhp\

BANANPGRAMS’

Each set of letters below is arranged alphabetically,
and the 7 is in the correct alphabetical position.

| LEVEL

Figure out what letter the 2 represents and

rearrange the letters to spell a six-letter word.

For example, in AZENTV

the ? could be an A, B,

C, D or E. Here it represents a D, which can be
combined with the other letters to spell ADVENT.
The last letter is placed to get you started.

EELI ORI ?

Yesterday's Answer

FLASHY, HEALTH, THRIVE

ABG?2L0
L1l t
ABHIO?
[TT1T A

2FIMNY

Common H
CHOSEN

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:

8/2(9]4|1]|6]3|5|7
1/5{4)17]|3|2]8|6|9
6/3|/7]8]9]|5})1]2]|4
3|/1|/5]6|8|9})7]|4]|2
917|2]3]4]|1}]6|8]|5
4/8(6]15]2]|7]9]1|3
5/6|1112|7|3}]4|9]|8
2|14|3]9|6]|8]}5]|7]1

719|1811]|5{4}2|3|6
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win

dened in

New Jersey”
(Oct. 2) complained that
her sister’'s 4-year-old
daughter put stickers on
the hands and face of her
deceased grandmother
during her wake. Perhaps
the child’s mother didn’t
anticipate her daughter’s
actions. Children need to
grieve, too. That said, they

-also should behave appro-

priately.

I saw an article about
one funeral home with an
excellent solution. Be-
fore the dearly departed
is placed in the casket, the
inside fabric, pillow, etc.
are removed. The children
are then allowed to deco-
rate the uncovered casket
walls with farewell mes-
sages and drawings. The
interior is then “reuphol-
stered” and nothing is vis-
ible. The children are told
that it is to keep their mes-
sages private.

One story was particu-
larly touching — a little
boy wanted his mommy to
know how much he loved
her and for it to be as close
to her as possible. He
wrote “I love you, Mom-
my” on the casket pillow
that was placed beneath
her head. At the service,
only he knew about the
secret message he had left
for his mom for all eterni-
ty. — A MOM IN TEXAS

DEAR MOM: Thank
you for sharing a clever
solution. I felt that the
child’s placing of stick-
ers on her grandmoth-

er’s body was disre-
spectful and the mother
was wrong to permit it
in spite of the grandfa-
ther’s expression of dis-
approval. While I viewed
it as a desecration of a
corpse, readers felt dif-
ferently. My newspaper
readers comment:

DEAR ABBY: “Sad-
dened” should never have
removed the 4-year-old
from the casket. It was not
her place. The child was
giving her grandmother a
goodbye gift. If the wom-
an wanted to remove the
stickers before the casket
was closed, she should
have done it after the child
left the room.

I have seen many
friends and relatives place
things in caskets as gifts
and remembrances. It is
not disrespectful to the de-
ceased, but gives closure
and a warm memory to
those who are still living.

Putting stickers on
Grandma was the child’s
way of saying goodbye.
A funeral is a celebra-
tion of life and no matter
what their age, people are
entitled to say goodbye in
their own way. — MELO-
DY IN NEVADA

DEAR ABBY: If the
sticker incident is the
worst that can be said
about the 4-year-old’s
behavior that day, what’s
the harm? Had she thrown
a tantrum during the ser-

vice or before placing the to

stickers, I'd agree that the
child should not have been

there. But since the behav-

would appreciate the ges-

ior took place after “Sad- ture and smile at the lov-
7 8 4
dened” made an issue of ing relationship I had with L
the stickers, the situation that child. — GRANDMA Level: Intermediate
could have been handled OF (ALMOST) 13
more effectively.
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do was wait until the ser- CROSSWORD PIAIB R(A|S|P
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5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Ma-
terial to be placed in
the Pampa News,
MUST be placed
through the Pampa
News Office Only.

10 Lost/Found
REWARD!

nale Great Pyrenees
Call 806-662-2679
e
14d Carpentry

Missing

CUSTOM Building &
Remodeling New
Homes & Additions
Shawn Deaver (
R06-662-2977

onst

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con
truction Call 669
634 806-663-0192

14e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY
CLEANING SERVICE
Bob Marx Owner-Oper
ator. Call 665-3541

RSN S TR
14g Elec. Contr.

I R S
RUSSELLCROW Elec
tric  for electric
needs! Comm Resi
665-0878,440-1171
AR U RO R AT
14h Gen. Serv.
R N AT AT
HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Child
ers Brothers, Inc. 800
299-9563 R06-352

your

9563

COX Fence Company

Repair old fence or
build new. Free est
mates. Call 669-7769

14h Gen. Serv.
CERAMIC tile

stucco, cement. Remod
floor, shower
lexture

eling

kitchen paint
ing, dry wall. Free est
665-3453

Jesus Barraza

leave mes

sage

TLED
Floors, Showers
Backsplashes
Cabinet Tops, elc
Stone & Ceramic. 25
Yrs. Exp. Keith Taylor
874-1779 Iv. msg

LET M&S help you w
your concrete needs
Free Est. Doc or Mike
669-6990 , 664-0066

LET M&S help you w
your
Free Est

needs

or Mike

concrele
Dox

669-6990, 664-2009

work,

14s Plumbing

e R EEA TR St
21 Help Wanted
T AT RS

SRR IR T AT
21 Help Wanted

JACK'S Plumbing
715 W. Foster
665-7115

Mechanics
Eastex Crude Co
1S taking
applications in

i e e e Pampa, TX

14w Air Cond/Heat

Applicants must have
knowledge & expen
servicing  of

BROWNING'S Heat

ing & Air and Refriger- |[€Dc€ In

diesel trucks, brakes &

ation Specialists since
1964 665-1212 general repair
Full
B e Benefit Package

21 Help Wanted
(903)856-2401 x137

FULL-TIME Pharmacy
Clerk. Apply in person
Keyes Pharmacy, 928
N. Hobart, Pampa. No
phone calls please

PHARMACY Tech. Be
reliable and have good

people skills. Good
Keyboarding a MUST
Apply in person at

Heard-Jones, downtown
Pampa

EXPERIENCED Cook
needed. Apply 1n per
son at Granny's Home

NOTICE (800)443-8580 Clint | Cookin’, 328 E. Freder
Readers are urged to ~ ic. No Phope Call
fully investigate adver ” - Please.

Hstbick Alich eogue [ Subscribe! |

payment in advance for | - .

mformation, services or 3 3()()‘()()()‘2525 PART TIME

goods ‘ INSERTER
About 25 hrs. per

TexSCAN Week of

OWNER OPERATORS $5000 Sign-on bonu

watm, prosperaus Joulh TXirins. krac o5 vcNTH BUYS ) 2
and for RV. MH or cabin
December 11, 2011 M St Mustihave: tra ’ PREUMETE Coed entry. $690 down, (S900V10.9 1% /Tyr) X days
i and blo 1-817-980-6095 yn T
OPTIONS ‘ ‘ e i, Guaraniced inancing, 1-9%.177-3235
y ) ! X CNCC \»“y\ 1
LOVING COUPLE WISHES (0 ¢xpand t“"_’”‘ '!" IYR‘V"\‘\':“""\M o 676 ACRES Recves County. 15 Miles North
r nfidential; call T c HTANSPOrt W Spapsal e ¢ " Pecos, river frontage. Call Jack 214-755-6224
anily and m:‘ wewborn. Confidential: call ) training: Eam up to $40K first year and I r I 1 y 5
BES S0 L $70K third year Excellent benefits! EOE, 1-800. ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake
CABLE‘SATELLITE 1313.8595, www becomeadriver.com Medina/Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E
; & - RV/motor home/house, OK only $830 down
AT&T U-VERSE for just $29 99/month! YOU GOT THE drive. we have the direction. ¢yye o0 R0 0 Ee e
Save when you bundle Internct+Pl I'V OTR dnvers, APU Equipped. Pre-Pass, EZ-pa ne. more information call 1-830-460-8354
and getup to $300 back! (Select plans) Lim- Pets / passenger policy. Newer equipment. | (0
ited tme call now! 1-877-577-4394 NO touch. 1-800-528-7825 AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Guar
AUTOS WANTED EDUCATION inteed financing with 10% down. Lots starting
CASH FOR CARS We buy any car or truck EARN COLLEGE DEGREE ONLINE v as S6900. Call Josh, 1-903-875-7265
unning or not. Damaged, wrecked | Mcad t ne riminal justice. Job plic SELL YOUR LAND through a statewide
OK Get top dollar instant offer today  1-800- mentassistance. computer available, financial 0 o ctwork that reaches over 2.5 million
39194 nd if qualificd. SCHEV certified. Call 188K (0 800.749-4793 for more details
)2 aww CenturaOnline. cot
DRIVERS SEVEN REAL ESTATE first n El
" Paso, Texas. I interested 1-915-598-2792
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8 r9 - 4R 4¢
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)a iri ¢ ¢ of CDL-A
h rent OTR exper RO0-414
A WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake
SY-ibe $500 LOAN SERVICE; No credit refused. fast and k. Lake 1 ey ¢ Ldke Medina
DRIVER: STABLE CAREER N J woeure. Easy on the budget. Payments spread out over hed! Gated community with
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2209 N. Dwight

MLS# 119244
3/1/Covered Patio

Spacious Open Kitchen,
Fenced, Travis Area
Storm Cellar!!!!

MLS# 11-9246

Newly Remodeled. Nice!
HouseHunters Realtor

e R 2l

week. Must work ev-
ery Sat., have driv-
er’s license & be 18
yrs. old or older.

Apply in Person
8am-3pm
Mon-Fri

The Pampa
News
403 W. Atchison
Pampa
please

SWINE GENETICS

COMPANY
Smithfield Premium
Genetics, (SPG), the
leader in world class

swine genetics is seek-
ing to fill positions at
our facility East of
Pampa. SPG’s primary
focus is on producing
quality breeding stock
for the swine industry
We are a state-of-the-
art swine  genetcs
seeking
qualified people for
the following position

company

Production Personnel
(Herdsperson)

The ideal candidates
will have a steady
work history, be relia-
ble and have the desire
to work in a progres
sive, quality oriented,
modern  agricultural
production operation

We offer a starting
wage of $9 / hour with
an excellent benefit

package to include
paid vacation and holi-
days, paid sick leave,
pension plan, 401(k),
medical / dental, vi-
sion, life and LTD in
surance and more

Qualified candidates
can apply in person at

Smithfield Premium
Genetics
11 miles east of
Pampa on Hwy 60
between the hours of
10am and 3pm.
Monday thru Friday

Equal Opportunity /
Affirmative Action
Employer m/f/d/v

EO 13201

ETEESNES e T S et
21 Help Wanted

DYERS BBQ is now
hiring kitchen help and
dishwasher. Apply in
person

SIVALLS Inc. is look-
ing for the following
Welder-Fabricators w/
welding test. Mainte-
nance Tech w/electrical,
mechanical exp. &
good driving record
Drug tests req. Benefits
health ins., profit shar
ing, 401K, 8 paid holi
days and 10 days vaca-
tion per year. 806-665
7111, Pampa, Tx

Local CPA Firm is
searching for an ex-
perienced
TAX
ACCOUNTANT

(prefer Certified Pub
lic Accountant or
candidate for CPA li-
cense) with 2 to §
years experience. De
gree in Accounting is
necessary

Job will be for a Full-
lme Employee, US
citizen or US legal
resident. Position re-
quires full-time and
over-time  commit-
ment Reply to

Pampa News
Po Box 2198
Pampa, Tx 79066
or bring by
403 W. Atchison
M-Fri 8am-3pm

EXPERIENCED Heavy
Equipment  Mechanic
wanted. Apply in per
son 315 S. Price Rd

NOW taking applica
tions for all positions,
managers, line & prep
cooks. Apply in person
between 2pm-5pm,
Chubby's Burrito Com
pany, 1328 N. Hobart
BN s S S5 ISR A A
69 Misc.

ANGELS!
ANGELS!

We have Salvation
Army Forgotten
Angels for you to
choose from on our
Christmas tree!
These are angels
who were not chos-
en from the Salva-

tion Army Angel
tree. Items should
be returned un-

wrapped with angel
tag attached before
Dec. 20th to the
Pampa News or the
Salvation Army 701
S. Cuyler, (if you
have questions
please call 665-
7233). Come by

The Pampa News,

403 W. Atchison,
pick an angel &
make someone’s

Christmas brighter
this year! We are
open Mon.-Fri.,
8am-3pm. Merry
Christmas from The
Pampa News!!

days.

INDUSTRIAL OILS
UNLIMITED, LLC

Strong, growing company looking to
add DRIVERS in the Pampa office.
Local deliveries, great benefits and pay
commensurate with experience. Class A
CDL with current Hazmat and Tanker
Endorsements, or must obtain Hazmat
and Tanker Endorsements within 60

Apply in Person
8565 Co. Rd 12 1/2, Pampa, Tx
Mon-Fri 9-4pm or call 806-669-2171

69 Misc.

AR I T S
NEW Queen Mattress
Sets! Sale Price $246.
Red bam, 1424 S
Bames, 665-2767

ADVERTISING Ma-
terial to be placed in
the Pampa News
MUST be placed
through the Pampa
News Office Only.

QUEEN Mattress Set-
Holiday Sale Price
$226, now thru Sat
Then we will be closed
for 2 weeks for the Hol-
idays. We want to thank
all our customers for a
great 15 years at the
Red Bamn, Don & Lois
Minnick. Open only on
Sat, call anytime 665-
2767. Don Minnick re
tiree with Montgomery
Ward. Selling Quality
Mattresses for 30 years
and finding you the best
buy!

R
69a Garage Sales
A R AR R e

MOVING Sale 2143 N
Faulkner Wed.-Sat
14th-17th Lots of Misc
and tools!!!

GARAGE Sale: 112 N
Somerville, Thurs, Fri,
Sat 8am-?? New per-
son'’s stuff!! ‘

A AN AR P
80 Pets & Suppl.
P R SN

FOR ADOPTION
Siamese, Calico, Or-
Tabby, Gray
Spayed / Neutered &
shots. Call 665-4901 lv
msg

CHIHUAHUAS

For Sale, 2 female, 1
male, $200. Call 663-
9712

FREE adult Calico cat
makes a good Christ-
mas gift! Declawed &
neutered. 665-6960

RIS RS
89 Wanted To Buy
e o

NEED Money Now?
We will give you top $$
for your house. Call us
today, 665-1875

We
Buy & Sell Houses
Call us today!!
665-1875

95 Furn. Aﬂts.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise "any prefer-
ence, limitation, or
discrimination because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national ori-
gin, or intention to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or
discrimination." State
law also forbids dis-
crimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for re-
al estate which is in vi-
olation of the law. All
persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwell-
ings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM For Rent, $100
wk, all bills paid incl.
cable. Private entrance
806-661-8508

III]E;ESZ%L
c—{l)—
BSA is seeking a Part Time Registered Nurse

for the Hlospice Home Care PAMPA AREA. Must
have a current TX RN license through the Board

of Nursing.

Schedule: 1 shift. Will work 2 weekends a
month plus other varied days.

To apply go to www.bsahs.org under the

Featured Jobs Page

7323

12-15

WHOIC

HOREE b N
; SRES, ePve
(806) 662-1312

e RN NG < T

L

C T L ] ey

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different,

CRYPTOQUOTE

BZRAZICC HC HWBRCCHNEJ
YHUXRVU FXQOAJ, QOI UXRCJ)
YXR FQOORU FXQOAJ

FQOORU

UXJHZ
FXQOA)J

B e
96 Unfurn. Apts.

1 bdr, $400 mo. water
paid, $200 dep. 1 bdr
$500 mo, all utilities
paid, $200 dep. B06-
661-8682

APTS. Houses Duplex-
es. K&B Properties.
Ref. & dep. req. Lake-
view Apts. 669-4386

FOR Lease: 4 bdr., 3.5
ba, attached gar., 2900
sq ft. For Rent: 2 bdr,
1 ba, w/ appliances fur-
nished. 440-2866

MINUTES from down
town-efficiencies. Short

term leases avail. B06-
665-4274
1 and 2 bdr. avail. now

at the Gwendolen Apts
Largest square footage
in Pampa. 665-1875

NO transportation, not a
problem. These large 1|
bdr. apts. w/ appliances,
are in walking distance
to everything you need
665-4274.

SCHNEIDER  Apart
ments. Call for special
rates. Short term lease
Business people wel-
come. 665-0415

97 Furn. Houses

FULLY Furnished
Executive Home, pre-
viously rented by oil
company in Pampa. 3
bdr., 2 ba., 2 car gar., 2
liv areas. C h/a. $1500
mo.+ utilities. Call 972-
468-6111

98 Unfurn. Houses

AR RS S SRS =
PICK up rental list, in
the Black Box, at 125 S
Houston, Pampa

5 bdr., 3 ba., 2 car gar
executive home on 1
acre. 2 fireplaces, dbl
ac. $1500 mo. 662-7557
2/1/1, central heat, fresh
paint, new floor tile,
hardwood floors, new
plumbing. Section 8 ok
$650 mo + dep. Rob
214-801-4005

HAMPTON
VILLAGES
AVAILABLE
NOW!!

Rush In...
Won'’t last Long!!

3 Bdrs & 4 Bdrs
(Income
Qualifications Apply)
Christmas Special:
Application Fee
Waived and Security
Deposit in 2 payments
if you apply and are
approved in Decem-

th
1507 Alcock
806-440-0054

3 bdr, 2 ba. house for
rent. $600 month. Call
for more info, 281-683-
7571

3 small room efficien-
cy. Perfect for single
$250 mth, $300 dep
665-8550, 662-4675

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED

Acres, self storage
units. Various sizes
665-0079, 665-2450.

RSN AN RN L
102 Bus. Rental
SRS S, S

DOWNTOWN  office
space for rent. Utilities
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking.
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841

METAL Building
50x100, offices, ware-
house & fenced yard.
Western st. 669-5264.

N A R
103 Homes For Sale

AR
2 bdr. house, 1124 S.
Wells. 4-1 bdr. efficien-
cies on 1 property-1109
thru 1113 S. Banks-
HUD appr. 8 unit 1 & 2
bdr. 700 & 710 N. Rus-
sell-HUD appr. Contact
Ed Hedgecoke for de-
tails, 806-217-1018

3 bdr, 1 ba., ¢ h/a, re-
cently updated home in
John Bradley addition.
Asking $45,000 or will
Owner Finance with ap-
propriate down pay-
ment. Please contact
806-662-4542 1o see.

IN White Deer, 3 bdr, 2
ba, 2 car gar brick. New
tile floors, carpet, etc.
Move-in Ready! 580-
7990172, 806-375-
2139 or 806-663-9015

SPACIOUS 3526 sq.
ft. home, 1715 Chris-

T SRS
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Harvesters look to end losing skidEgainst Panthers

ANDREW GLOVER
aglover@thepampanews.com
The last time Pampa
faced the Panhandle
Panthers, The
Harvesters entered
the game on a three-
game losing streak.
This season, in the
exact same situation,
the Harvesters hope
to enter Christmas
break on a winning
streak when they play
again 6:30 p.m. Monday at McNeely
Fieldhouse.

“It’s the last game before Christmas
break,” senior Cole Engle said. “It would
be nice to go in off a win and I think
what’s key to that is us getting off to a
better start.”

During their losing streak, the Harvesters
fell behind by ten or more points in each
of those games. Engle said nothing has
changed in pratice adding the team needs
to be more prepared at the start of games.

“It’s a mindset thing,” Engle said.
“That’s what coach (Dustin Miller) thinks
too. We need to not take as long to get
started.

Junior Derrek Pollard said the team has
a little chip on its shoulder.

“Hopefully we come out and play like
we are supposed to and not like losers,”
Pollard said. “‘Play like Pampa.”

Engle

The Harvesters
won last year’s game
66-58 in Panhandle.
Miller said he thinks
the rematch will be
a challenge.

“They are really
good,” Miller said.
“They probably
have most of their
team back. We bare-
ly pulled one out
there last year. It’s different when you
are the hunted.”

This will be the
sixth game that
Pampa has played an
opponent in a class
lower than itself.
The Harvesters won
the previous five. In
the last three games,
Pampa has played
teams that are in
classes above them.

“The bigger schools
usually have bigger players,” Engle said.
“It will be nice to go against someone
that’s our size or smaller.”

Engle said the Harvesters need to be
consistent Monday.

“We will be playing at home so hope-
fully that gives us an advantage,” Engle
said. “We need to hustle the whole game
and hopefully be .able to run it up on
them.”

Miller

staff photo by Joe Murray

Junior Derrek Pollard catches a pass Tuesday against Randall. The Har-
vesters host the Panhandle Panthers of Class 2A 6:30 p.m. Monday.

Sign-ups for winter recreation
volleyball league under way

ANDREW GLOVER
aglover@thepampanews.com

As the fall season of recreation vol-
leyball enters the postseason tournament,
signups for the winter season have begun.

Teams must turn in their entry form and
pay their entry fees by 5 p.m. January 6,
2012. Entry fee’s for sponsor is $100 and
$15 per player. Each team has to have at
least five people. Players must be at least
14 and sign a waiver form.

The league will be split into three divi-
sions:. men, women and mixed. Games

will start the week of January 16. The
men and women divisions will play on
Monday nights and the mixed division
will play on Thursday night at the Dennis
Cavalier Activity Center on the campus
of Pampa High School. Schedules will be
posted after 1 p.m. January 11 at the M.K
Brown Auditorium.

For more information, people can call
City of Pampa Recreation Coordinator
Autumn Schaub at 669-5790 or visit
the recreation page on the City of Pampa
website.

Texans’ DC takes medical leave

staff photo by Joe Murray

Senior Cole Engle drives against Randall Tuesday. Engle said getting off to
a good start against Panhandle on Monday will be key to a victory.

r

HOUSTON (AP)

T'he Houston Texans have
been overcoming injuries
to players virtually every

week since the season
began.
Now, naturally, they

must adjust to the loss of

their top assistant coach.
Wade Phillips, who's
turned the Houston defense
into the NFL's best, will
have surgery this week to

resolve a kidney condition
and will be away from the
team for a week to 10 days.

The 64-year-old Phillips
disclosed the medical issue
after working with the team
at practice on Wednesday.
He would not specify the
condition, but said it is not
life-threatening, is not can-
cer, and that doctors rec-
ommended that he have the
procedure.

- e . .

"l feel good," Phillips
said. "l don't have any
physical problems right

now, so if I get this done,
this procedure that I'm
doing, then I'll be fine."

Linebackers coach
Reggie Herring will run the
defense for Houston (10-3)
in Sunday's game against
Carolina (4-9). Herring was
Phillips' linebackers coach
in Dallas from 2008-10,
then joined Houston's stafi
after Phillips was hired last
January.

"He's ready to do it,"
Houston coach Gary
Kubiak said. "Reggie's
called defenses before. We
got a lot of confidence. We
just need to keep going."

The Texans play at
Indianapolis on Dec. 22,
and Phillips is hoping to
return in time for the reg-
ular-season finale against
Tennessee on Jan. 1. In the
meantime, Herring won't
change anything.

"At the end of the day
I'm not Wade Phillips,”

Herring said.

WARING SENESE OF NVESTING
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ANDREW GLOVER
aglover@thepampanews.Ccom

T'he - Pampa Harvesters and Lady
Harvesters wrestling teams were still
without key players and fell to Caprock
and Amarillo Tascosa at Caprock High
School Tuesday

The Tascosa Lady Rebels beat the Lady
Harvesters 48-3. Pampa’s only points
were scored by sophomore Krysten Miller
who beat Faith Roberson 4-2. The Lady
Harvesters had to forfeit five matches,
giving Tascosa 30 points

T'he Harvesters lost to Caprock 45-30
Pampa led early with Zach Hampton win-
ning by decision and Hunter Hall won by

MAVERICKS PRESEASON

pin. The Longhorns took control of the
match, winning the next seven matches
by pin and taking a 42-9 advantage.
Junior Quaid Chennault, senior Ryan
Pearson and sophomore Isidro Estrada
won their matches by pin to round out
Pampa’s scoring

Pampa lost 58-21 to Tascosa. Chennault,
senior Dylan Hooker, Pearson and Estrada
won their matches. Chennault, Pearson
and Estrada won their matches by pins
while Hooker won by decision.

The Harvesters and Lady Harvesters
will wrestle in the Amarillo Duals Friday
and Saturday.

Head coach Michael Stovall’s com-
ments were unavailable as of press time.

Newly acquired Mavs Odom,
Carter ready to defend title

DALLAS (AP) — Lamar Odom knows
what it takes to repeat as an NBA cham-
pion

Vince Carter wants to know what it
feels like to become an NBA .champion

The Dallas Mavericks are hoping a
little of both Odom's experience and
Carter's hunger can go a long way to
help their title defense

I'he two newcomers were the stars of

Mavs media day on Tuesday because of
what they represent. They're the proof
that team owner Mark Cuban is serious
about winning it all again, which is some-
thing fans were questioning just a few
days ago when the billionaire was let-
ting the core of last year's team dissolve
with the departure of free agents Tyson
Chandler, Caron Butler and J.J. Barea

Sure, adding two more players in their
30s keeps Dallas among the league's
older teams. But they also should keep
the Mavs among the best teams in this
lockout-shortened season, especially
with the other newcomers such as guard
Delonte West joining the mix.

"Having depth and having good guys
that can play is part and parcel to being
effective," coach Rick Carlisle said. "The
deepest team that can stay healthy and
stay together is the team that's going to
have the best chance to come out of the
West."

Late last week, things were looking
bleak for Dallas' chances of coming out
of the West when the Lakers were poised
to get Chris Paul from New Orleans, with
Odom part of the bait. Then the league
blocked that deal.

['he Lakers were still willing to get rid

of Odom and the Mavericks were eager
to get him. The deal was struck quickly,
using a trade exception Dallas acquired
from New York as part of another move
that helped pave the way for Chandler to
join the Knicks.

Odom was stunned the Lakers didn't
want him around. He was glad the com-
missioner rejected the deal to New
Orleans because he wanted to contend
for a championship, not start over with a
young team. He said he told the Lakers
that if they had to deal him, Dallas topped
his wish list.

"It's definitely surreal," he said.

"It happened like that," he said, snap-
ping his fingers.

Odom also felt disrespected because
he never saw this coming. Over seven
years, he won two titles and last season
was named the league's Sixth Man of the
Year.

"If somebody is telling you, "You can't
be here, there's no more room for you,'
you've got to understand that," he said. "I
think it's because of how they did it that I
took it so personally."

He wouldn't describe his initial thoughts
about the deal to New Orleans, because, "1
can't cuss." He appreciated Kobe Bryant
speaking out against the trade, and found
it curious that Los Angeles not only
would send him to a conference rival, but
to the team that swept the Lakers from
the playoffs last season, ending their two-
year reign as champs.

"Any time you make a sudden switch, it
gets a little emotional," Odom said. "But
I'm here now. I'm a Maverick. It's time to
put the past behind me."

Combined Children’s Choirs
Grades 1-6

Aloha
Christmas

Sunday, December 18, 2011

at 6Pm

First Baptist Church

photo courtesy of
Leah Pearson

Senior Dylan Hooker
takes down his oppo-
nent against Tascosa
Tuesday. Hooker won
by decision 14-7 but
Pampa lost 58-21.
Hooker lost his second
match against Caprock
3-2.

Access a complete
issue of

The Pampa

News
every day,
Monday through
Saturday,
on your computer!

Call Kera at 669-2525
for subscription detalils.

Tascosa

We will be tasting the following

4 and also have prices reduced on all items.

Beringer White
Merlot Wine 7o

13

Risque Toad
Hollow Vineyards

Sparkling Wine
=] 750ML

{v (A i « Leffe Brown
; German Beer 6pk
Fulton’s Harvest

Pumpkin Pie Cream

Liqueur 7som.

New Amsterdam ﬂ
: Vodka Liter

Sale Prices Effective 12/15-12/17/11

665-0
i

1-8

WWW,

203 West . 669-1155
www.fbcpampa.org

Minister of Music
Office (806) 669-1155

Dr. Johmy Funderburg

astor
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