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Miss Rodeo Top O’ Texas accepting entries

ARNIE AURELLANO ompetition’s Queen division I'he Luncheon and Style Show
editor@thepampanews.corn while the Teen division is open are set for noon. Contestants
to girls aged 14-18 will  deliver a three-minute
lhe Top O Texas Rodeo l'his year's pageant is cur- speech on their hometown, and
Association has begun accept rently set to be a one-day event, the current Miss Rodeo Top O
ing entries for the 2011 Miss scheduled for Thursday, Aug I'exas, Pampa’s Megan Pirtle,
Rodeo Top O Texas and Miss 11. The Horsemanship com- will give her farewell address
Rodeo Top O° Texas Teen petition will begin at 8 am Coronation will be held dur-
Pageant at the rodeo grounds, with the ing the first performance of the
An open call is out to young Interview portion being held in rodeo that evening, with the
women 19-24 vyears old for the conjunction new Miss Rodeo Top O Texas

A HEARTY THANKS

\\ l.’ 3

staff photo by David Bowser

Pampa firefighter Rick Littlefield (right) and Deputy Fire Chief Randy Dunham go through
the line at M.K. Brown Auditorium. Trinity Fellowship fed city employees hamburgers and
hot dogs Friday in appreciation for the work they do for the citizens of Pampa

talk paperless system

Davio Bowser

jbowser@thepampanews.com

I'he city commission will take steps Tuesday afternoon
to go paperless

The commission will have its first reading of an
ordinance amending appropriations for the support of a
paperless agenda system and an access control system
for City Hall when they meet Tuesday afternoon.

They will consider the purchase of equipment, soft-
| ware and. hardware to allow for a paperless agenda
system, including agenda projection capabilities for
audiences and back-up for main computer servers. It is
expected to cost $21,500.

The commission will also consider purchasing an

and Miss Rodeo Top O’ Texas
['een reigning over the rodec
performances on Thursday
through Saturday, Aug. 11-13
Winners of the pageant will
receive several prizes, includ
ing saddles, custom-made belt
buckles and tiaras. A scholar
ship will be awarded to Miss
Rodeo Top O’ Texas, and prizes

RODEQO cont. on page 5

Weekend
fires keep
units busy

Davio Bowser
jbowser@thepampanew

I'his weekend was an active
one for local fire units, with grass
fires dotting the local coverage
area

“We've been real fortunate up
until this last weekend,” said Joe
Millican, chief of the Hoover
Volunteer Fire Department said
today

Gray County Sherift's
Department Lt. Joe B. Hoard
said today that fire units were
called out beginning about 2 p.m
Saturday. It was late Sunday night
before the last of them returned to
the barn

“Everybody got busy Saturday
Millican said

He said that Lefors Volunteer
Fire Department was called out
on a grass fire west of Lefors
Saturday afternoon. They request
ed h('][\ from Hoover

Hoard said 125 acres were
burned off and three houses
between Lefors and Bowers City
were threatened by flames amid
the 60 mph wind gusts

Lefors, Hoover, Pampa, coun
ty precinct workers, employ
ees of the Texas Department
of Transportation and the Gray
County Sheriff’s Office all bat
tled the blaze Saturday afternoon
Hoard said

Millican said Hoover sent
six trucks and two tankers

FIRES cont. on page 5

i e 'SAVE OUR HOSPITAL’ CAMPAIGN
City Commission to HIGH PRIORITY

staff photo by David Bowser

access control system for city hall at $13,000 from the Scott Murray (left), Mel Hanks and Dr. James Hall began putting up a

Municipal Court Security Fund that would control access | billboard today across the Pampa Regional Medical Center for the “Save

at each of the four entrances to the building. Our Hospital” Campaign. The campaign is aimed at raising enough money
They will also consider publication of the Notice of | to buy the city's hospital and make necessary improvements.

CITY cont. on page 3

g bW

‘lBlDBlﬂ

+ o'08

PRN———— ’.-p,--

. >y
Tyt

»




Aonday, April 11, 2011 — The Pampa News

PAMPA FORECAST

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

High High 67

Low 45 Low 39

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 44
North northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph
becoming calm

ijw 70
LOW 1‘

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 75. Windy,
with a south southwest wind 10 to 15 mph in-
creasing to between 20 and 25 mph. Winds
could gust as high as 35 mph

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 45. Windy, with a south wind between
15 and 25 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near
’0. Breezy, with a north northwest wind around
15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
Breezy, with a north northeast wind
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph

iround 4.

iroung 1:

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 67
North northeast wind between 5 and 10 mph

Thursday Night:

around 39 F
mpt

T — \
PRESTIGE

AUTOBODY & ACCESSORIES

101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500
New inventory of helmets, gloves & jerseys!!

Mostly clear, with a low

ast northeast wind between 5 and

Share
Curiosity.
Read

Together.

www.read.gov

, April 10 atil
April 11, 1 ‘
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Sandi Ballew is a powerful anointed
speaker, according to pastor Ed Barker.
Sandi brings the Word of God alive
through preach-
ing, fteaching,
prayer and pro-
phetic  ministry,
Barker said. She
cames a strong
prophetic anoint-

cording to pastor Barker Barker said,

“Sandi ministers with fresh revelation to

awaken, equip, and transform the Body

of Christ into powerful weapon: for the
: ® s,

+ Nur

«~lowing

_| Over 350 suspected of terrorism blocked °

WASHINGTON (AP)

The U.S. government has

prevented more than 350 people suspected of ties to
al-Qaida and other terrorist groups from boarding U.S.-
bound commercial flights since the end of 2009, The As-

sociated Press has learned.
The tighter security rules

ed bombing of an airliner on Dec. 25, 2009

imposed after the attempt-
reveal a

security threat that persisted for more than seven years
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Until then, even as commercial passengers were forced
to remove their shoes, limit the amount of shampoo in
their carry-on luggage and endure pat downs, hundreds
of foreigners with known or suspected ties to terrorism
passed through security and successfully flew to the
United States each year, U.S. officials told the AP. The
government said these foreigners typically told Customs
officers they were flying to the U.S. for legitimate rea-
sons such as vacations or business

Security practices changed after an admitted al-Qaida
operative from Nigeria was accused of trying to blow
himself up on a flight to Detroit on Christmas 2009. Until
then, airlines only kept passengers off U.S.-bound planes
if they were on the no-fly list, a list of people considered

a threat to aviation

FFortherecord

Now before an international flight leaves for the U.S.,
the government checks passengers against a larger watch
list that includes al-Qaida financiers and people who at-
tended training camps but are not considered threats to
planes. The governinent was checking this list before,
but only after the flight was en route. If someone on the
flight was on the watch list, the person would be ques-
tioned and likely refused to enter the country after the

plane landed.

“As terrorists keep adapting and changing their ap-
proach, so must we,” Sen. Jay Rockefeller, a Democrat,
Otold the AP. During a Senate hearing shortly after the
attempted Christmas attack, Rockefeller raised concerns
about divisions among the different watch lists.

Hundreds of people linked to al-Qaida, Hamas, Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and other militant groups have been kept ofi
airplanes under the new rules. They include what U.S.
officials described as a member of a terrorist organiza-
tion who received weapons training, recruited others,
fought against American troops and had a ticket to fly
to the U.S. Another traveler prevented from boarding a
U.S.-bound flight was a member of a terrorist organiza-
tion whom intelligence officials believe had purchased

equipment for terrorism

Police Department

I'he Pampa Police De-
partment reported the fol-
incidents over the
weekend

I'here trafhic-

and nine

were
related incidents
accidents

['here were animal
related incidents

Pampa EMS reported 15
ambulance calls

'he Pampa Fire Depart
ment responded to
grass fire, three
and one investigation

I'he Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to three grass fires

Friday, April 8

I'wo follow-up investiga
tions were conducted in the
200 block of W. Kingsmill

A welfare check was con-
ducted in the 2700 block of
N. Cherokee Dr

l'heft was reported in the
800 block of N. Wells

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 1000
block of N. Nelson

An information call was
reported in the 700 block of
S. Gray

l.ost

one
accidents

Lefors

property was re-
ported in the 900 block of
N. Frost

l'heft was reported in the
1400 block of N. Hobart

A narcotics violation was
reported in the 100 block of
E. Harvester

A violation of city ordi
nance was reported in the
2100 block of N. Hamil
ton

Disorderly conduct
reported in the 1600 block
of N. Zimmers

Disorderly conduct
reported in the 1000 block
of N. Duncan

l'heft was reported in the
1300 block of N. Coffee

Disorderly conduct was
u-pnrlcd in the 1000 block
of Varmon Dr

An information call was
reported in the 600 block of
N. Nelson

An attempt to serve was
reported in the 300 block of
N. Faulkner

An attempt to serve was
reported in the 500 block of
N. Wells

A medical call

was

was

was re-

ported in the 500 block of
Wilks

A pursuit was reported in
the 400 block of S. Pitts

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1200 block
of N. Hobart

An attempt to serve was
conducted in the 2100
block of N. Hamilton

An alarm was reported in
the 100 block of N. Hwy
70

An information call was
reported in the 2800 block
of N. Perryton Pkwy

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 200
block of W. Kingsmill

l'heft was reported in the

1300 block of N. Hobart

Saturday, April 9

An mformation call was
reported in the 600 bloek
of Reid

A suspicious vehicle was
reported at Randy Matson
and Sumner

An assault was report-
ed in the 800 block of N
Wells

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 800 block of
N. Nelson

A suspicious person was
reported in the 300 block of
N. Banks

l'heft was reported in the
800 block of N. Nelson

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 400
block of S. Ballard

A hit and run was report-
ed in the 1100 block of |
Foster

Water was shut off in the

1000 block of Praine Dr

An abandoned vehicle
was reported in the 1800
block of N. Hobart

A burglary was reported
in the 800 block of N. Nel-
son

Disorderly conduct
reported in the 300 block of
S. Tignor

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 600
block of N. Hobart

A suspicious person was
reported in the 100 block of
S. Starkweather

A stolen vehicle was re-
ported in the 2200 block of
Evergreen

A 911 hang-up was re-
ported in the 500 block of
Powell

Fraud was reported in the
200 block of W. Kingsmill.

Theft was reported in the
1400 block of W. Alcock.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1000 block
of W. Wilks

Officers completed a spe-
cial assignment in the 200
block of N. Ballard.

Officers provided an
agency assist in the 800
block of N. Lefors.

Water was shut off in the
1000 block of Prairie Dr.

Officers completed a spe-
cial assignment in the 4000
block of N. Bad Cattle
Company Ln.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 400 block of
N. Roberta.

A violation of city ordi-
nance was reported in the
200 block of E. Brown.

A suspicious person was
reported in the 1200 block
of N. Hobart.

An assault was
in the 1000 block of N.
Wells.

was

Disorderly conduct was

;EponedmdteJOOblockof

Theft was reported in the
700 block of N. Christy

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1000 block
of Neel Rd

A violation of city ordi-
nance was reported in the
500 block of N. Frost

An alarm was reported in

the 1700 block of N. Ho-
bart
Disorderly conduct was

reported in the 700 block of
N. Frost

A hit and run was re-
ported in the 1000 block of
Crane Rd

A suspicious person was
reported in the 1100 block
of N. Starkweather

A violation of TABC was
reported in the 100 block of
S. Starkweather

A Suspicious person was
reported in the 700 block of
N. West

Sunday, April 10

A domestic disturbance

was reported at Elm and
Gray
Disorderly conduct was

reported in the 1200 block
of W. Oklahoma

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1000 block
of S. Banks

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 2100
block of N. Hamilton

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1100 block
of E. Kingsmill

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 300 block of
N. Ballard

A domestic disturbance
was reported at Gray and
Maple

An alarm was reported in
the 1200 block of N. Ho-
bart

Theft was reported in the
1700 block of N. Chestnut
Dr

'heft was reported in the
1900 block of N. Christy

An alarm was reported in
the 600 block of N. Hobart

An abandoned vehicle
was reported at Montagu
and Cuyler

An alarm was reported in
the 2600 block of N. Chest-
nut Dr

An information call was
reported in the 200 block of
W. Kingsmill

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 2600
block of Chestnut.

T'heft was reported in the
1400 block of N. Hobart.

A sewer choke was re
ported in the 2300 block of
N. Aspen Dr.

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 800
block of N. Nelson.

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 100
block of W. 30th.

Theft was reported in the
1400 block of N. Hobart.

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 300
block of W. McCullough.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 3000 block
of N. Perryton Pkwy.

A follow-up investigation
was conducted in the 1200
block of N. Hobart.

Burglary of a motor ve-
hizle was in the
1000 block of S. Varnon Dr.

Criminal mischief was
repomd in the 300 block of

Duonlerlyeouhawu
reported twice in the 400
block of Graham.

An assault w reported

in the 800 block of N. Nel-
son

A suspicious person was
reported in the 600 block of

Albert

Officers
agency assist in the
block of N. Nelson.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 800 block of
N. Lefors

Monday, April 11

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 500
block of N. Yeager

A prowler was reported
in the 900 block of Cinder-
ella Dr

Sheriff’s Office

l'he Gray County "Sher-
iff’s Office reported the
following arrests over the
weekend

Friday, April 8

Marvin Monrow Finney
ITI, 35, of Lefors, was ar-
rested by the Lefors Mar-
shal on charges of theft of
property

Gregory Randall Ed-
mondon, 31, was arrested
by deputies on charges of
manufacture and delivery
of a controlled substance

Betsy Amanda Cross-
man, 26, was arrested by
deputies on charges of
manufacture and delivery
of a controlled substance

Heath Dwayne Kul-
hanek, 26, was arrested by
police on charges of driv-
ing without a valid license
and failure to appear

Ashley Diane Harris, 23,
was arrested by police on
charges of theft by check

James Calvin White, 20,
of Lefors, was arrested
by the Lefors Marshal on
charges of cruelty to ani-
mals

Saturday, April 9

Brandi Nicole Reeves,
30, was arrested by police
on charges of public intoxi-
cation

Stephen Phillips Adams,
62, was arrested by police
on a bond forfeiture on a
charge of driving while in-
toxicated, third or more of-
fense

Rod Lamond Darnell, 34,
was arrested by.Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
troopers on charges of fail-
ure to appear on charges of
possession of marijuana

Sunday, April 10

Magaline Taylor, 48, was
arrested by police on charg-
es of driving while intoxi-
cated, second offense.

300

.
'h
-

provided an ¢

Faith Yolanda Longoria,

29, was arrested by police
on warrant from another
county charging her with
violation of probation
concerning theft by check
charges.

Clyde Eugene Rice, 37,
was arrested by police
on warrants from another
county charging him with
theft by check.

Monday, April 11

Aaron
Fought, 29, was arrested
by police on warrants from
another county charging ,
him with driving with an
expired motor . vehicle in- |

Christopher

-

-

spection, failure to appear, .,

dlsphymgmexplred reg- .
istration, not having a valid
hmlioennmdfmhn
to maintain financial re- .

sponsibility.
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Wildfire danger remains high

DALLAS (AP) — The fire danger remains high across
the northern and western parts of Texas as dry, hot condi-
tions are expected to persist.

Nathnal Weather Service meteorologist Jason Dunn
says winds up to 30 to 35 mph are expected.

He says that in North Texas, temperatures will be in
7()§ Monday and will climb into the 80s later in the week.

South Texas was expected to get temperatures around
90 on Monday, and highs in the upper 80s were expected
for the rest of the week.
~Dunn says even though parts of North Texas got rain
from storms overnight, it was only a few inches.

In the past week, wildfires across the state have burned
about 480 square miles.

16 more bodies found in pits

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Authorities say a suspect in
the kidnapping and killing of bus passengers near the
U.S. border has led Mexican soldiers to another set of
clandestine graves containing 16 corpses.

The latest discovery brings the total number of bodies
found this month in a series of mass graves to 88.

Investigators are working to identify the bodies, one
of which may belong to a missing U.S. citizen who
authorities have said was on one of the buses.

The Mexican Defense Department said in a statement
Sunday that the suspect told soldiers he had helped
kidnap passengers on March 24 and March 29 in the
northern state of Tamaulipas.

The statement said that he also confessed to killing
and burying 43 people found in pits last week.

High winds bring damage

DALLAS (AP) Thunderstorms brought hail and
high winds to North Texas, knocking down trees, break-
ing windows and damaging roofs.

National Weather Service meteorologist Matt Mosier
says they believe storms moving through counties south
of Dallas got winds from 70 to 80 mph

Jack Snow, Johnson County’s emergency management
coordinator, says several homes there have roof damage

John Rodgers, Waxahachie Fire Department battalion
chief, says that in the city about 30 miles south of Dallas
there is “sporadic structural damage all over the city.”

He says the roofs of several businesses downtown were
blown off. Also, the roof of a hotel north was damaged.

An Oncor spokeswoman says that there are about
75,000 outages from the north Texas Storms

Several schools in storm damaged areas delayed school
start times by a few hours.

U.S. citizen abducted in Mexico

MEXICO CITY (AP) — At least one U.S. citizen was
among dozens of men reportedly forced off passenger
buses by armed attackers in the northeastern border
state of Tamaulipas, where 72 bodies were found in
mass graves last week, U.S. officials said Sunday.

The man has yet to be located, said a warden’s mes-
sage posted on the website of the consulate, which is
located in the Tamaulipas city of Matamoros, across the
border from Brownsville, Texas

It is not unusual for people living or working in
Mexican border states to have been born in the U.S

In a separate warden’s message issued Friday, the
consulate had wamed that Mexican criminal gangs
may be planning attacks “in the near future” against
U.S. law enforcement or U.S. citizens in Tamaulipas,
Nuevo Leon and San Luis Potosi, three northern states
wracked by drug violence as cartels battle for territory

l'he report said the information was uncorroborated
but was being distributed to all U.S. employees in those
three states. There was no mention of closing consul-
ates or sending State Department workers out of the
country

Perry stresses Ky. election

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) Kentucky’s gubernatorial
election could send a strong message to the rest of the
country that voters remain opposed to Washington’s over-
regulation, over-spending and over-taxation, the head of
the Republican Governors Association told a GOP dinner
Saturday night.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who chairs the RGA, also told
some 500 Kentucky Republicans at the annual dinner that
2011 “might possibly be one of the most important elec-
tions you will ever be engaged in.”

“There are those out there who will say 2010 was a
fluke,” Perry said. “... When you put Kentucky in the
Republican column, it will send a strong message across
this country that 2010 was real.”

Kentucky is one of four states choosing governors this
year. The others are Louisiana, Mississippi and West
Virginia.

State Senate President David Williams, Louisville busi-
nessman Phil Moffett and Jefferson County Clerk Bobbie
Holsclaw are seeking the Republican nomination in
Kentucky's May 17 primary to run against Democratic
Gov. Steve Beshear, who is running unopposed for his
party’s nomination.

Civil War anniversary marked

FORT SUMTER NATIONAL MONUMENT, S.C.
(AP) — The opening salvo of the American Civil War
will be recreated in the harbor of Charleston, S.C., as
part of events marking this week’s 150th anniversary of
the start of the conflict.

The island stronghold Fort Sumter will be the focus.
Part of the National Park Service, events can go ahead
there now that a federal government shutdown was
averted.

The superintendent of Fort Sumter National
Monument, Tim Stone, says the observance is not a
celebration but a somber commemoration of a war in
which 600,000 Americans died

Concerts on Monday evening and before dawn
Tuesday will precede a daylong recreation of the canon
bombardment Tuesday. Confederate forces demanded

that a Union surrender the fort and fired on it
on April 12, 1861. Union forces surrendered two days
later.

Tea party activists rallied in support of Moffett before
Perry’s speech, declaring the Louisville businessman
the GOP’s best hope for defeating Beshear in the fall
general election.

Tom MARGENAU
Creator's Syndicate

Q: My husband and | were both
getting Social Security. | got about
$10 more per month than he did.
He recently died. I was told that |
wouldn’t receive widow's benefits.
This isn’t fair! He paid into the pro-
gram for more than 40 years. And
we were married about the same
amount of time. Why shouldn’t |
get any of his Social Security?

I have a friend who was married
several times, and she told me she
is getting Social Security benefits
from two husbands. I also know
a woman who moved here from
another country. She never paid
a dime into our Social Security
system, but she is getting monthly
checks. How can all this be fair?

A: | hear complaints like yours
all the time. They are always some
version of this refrain: “I know
so and so who is getting such and
such from Social Security.” And
usually those stories are false. And
they are in your case, 100

T'here is no way that a woman
can receive Social Security ben-
efits at the same time from two
husbands. It’s against the law and
just isn’t possible. Having said
that: there are millions of women
that are potentially due benefits
from more than one husband. But
they DO NOT get both benefits
I'hey get whichever benefit pays
the higher rate

So if this so-called “friend” is
telling you that she’s getting ben-
efits from two husbands, she's
lying. Or she really doesn’t know
herself what she’s getting. (And
believe me, in my 40-year career
of working with Social Security,
I’ve run into thousands of people
who really don’t know what they
are getting from the program.)

And your second story is also
untrue. You simply cannot qual-
ify for your own Social Security

Social

Security ¢
and you

benefits without paying into the
system. However, it is possible
that a non-citizen could be getting
widow’s benefits if she is living in
this country legally and was mar-
ried to a guy who worked and paid
Social Security taxes

But now let’s get to the alleged
unfair rule that prevents you from
getting widow's benefits on your
husband’s record. It all comes
down to a matter of dependency.
Social Security widow’s benefits
are DEPENDENT’S benefits. To
qualify for such a benefit, you have
to be financially dependent on
your husband. You were working
and presumably made just as much
as he did. Actually, you prob-
ably made a little more because
your retirement benefit exceeded
his benefit. In other words, by law,
you were not financially depen-
dent on your husband. So, you
don’t qualify for any kind of Social
Security “dependent’s” benefits

Here's another way to look at
it. | get a much higher retirement
benefit than my wife. If she dies,
should I get a widower’s benefit on
her record? If you can get it, why
can’t I? For that matter, if Warren
Buffet’s wife dies, should he get
widower’s benefits? Do you see
my point? If we start letting any-
one receive dependent’s benefits
from Social Security, where do we
draw the line?

Q: I heard about a guy in town
who started getting $1,500 per
month from Social Security, even
though he was living here illegally
He’s now moved back to Mexico,
but he’s having his benefits sent to

Don’t believe everything you hear

a bank near the border. He appar-
ently worked on and off at a few

_jobs for a couple years. When

he turned 65, he started getting
Social Security. How can this
fair?

A: If it were true, it wouldn’t
be fair. But it’'s NOT true. You
simply cannot be living in this
country illegally and collect Social
Security checks. Even if he was
living here legally, you cannot
work “on and off at a few jobs for
a couple of years” and qualify for
Social Security

Q: I know a guy who is getting
Social Security disability benefits,
even though he’s working two
jobs and driving around town in a
Cadillac Escalade. What can we do
to stop all this cheating and abuse?

A: 1 know what you can do.
You can call Social Security’s
fraud hot line at 800-269-0271
and report the guy. Or you can go
to www.socialsecurity.gov and do
the same. Click on the “Reporting
fraud, waste and abuse” link. Your
report can be anonymous. And
by the way, you can report him
for working, but not for owning a
Cadillac. Social Security disability
isn’t a welfare program, so you can
get benefits whether you’re driving
a Cadillac or a Yugo!

Qne other point: There is a
chance the guy is working legal-
ly. There are a series of “work
incentives” built into the disabil-
ity program that encourage people
getting benefits to return to gain-
ful employment. In many cases, a
person receiving Social Security
disability can try working for up
to a year before his or her benefits
are cut off

If you have a Social Security question,
Tom Margenau has the answer. Contact
him at thomas.margenau @comcast.net

ity
cont. from page 1

Election for the City of
Pampa’s May 14, general
and special election

Commissioners will also
consider entering into an
interlocal agreement with
the Panhandle Regional
Planning Commission to
upload the city’s 911 data
into a database for the new
Panhandle Area Regional
Information System

I'he city commission will
consider authorizing the
Assistant City Manager
to issue a change order in
connection with the con-
struction of the Outdoor
Family Aquatic Center

The change order will
allow for a walking trail
around the park. The Payne
Foundation is giving the
city $14,113 for the walk-
ing trail to be named the
David D. and Nona S.
Payne Walking Trail.

The Pampa City
Commission will meet
beginning at 4 p.m,,
Tuesday, in the commis-
sion chambers on the third
floor of Pampa City Hall,
201 West Kingsmill

Think

Success!

Boost business by advertising

with The Pampa News! Not
only can we provide Graphics

Design services, but we are

a daily newspaper that is
delivered to over 4,000 homes
What better way to get the
word out? Call today!

For information about our
rates or services, call:

Redonn Woods — 662-5837

RHEAMS DIAMOND SHOP

111 N. CUYLER = 665-283]
“2009 Business of the Year”

Ad Sales Manager

Sue Pribble — 662-8595
Sales Assoclate

Beverly Taylor — 669-2525

Classified Ads

check us out online @ www.thepampanews.com
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What could be worse
than a completely
divided government?

GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

PARTIES DIVIDED

Obama, GOP
Leaders Under
Intense Pressure

A

completely
united one.

GOVERNMENT
CRACKDOWN

PARTY UNITED

Chinese Rights
Leaders Under
Intense Pressure

WASHINGTON White BEUING - Human rights

Hou and Congressional

actvists, arusts and other cnitics
of the Chinese Comm
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Day Fu n du num
I'he Legislature can also appropri
't Rain La rund I nti ite money to the fund. The state
1S an accumulated balance of 9.4 regerves the revenue collected in
t n. | money can b ed for 00d times to pay for services
invit | e ab e | when General Revenue \“““‘ in
IbLiIC SChools, prisor ind  bad times. As the economy recov
th care during tight budget ers, General Revenue recovers, and
(On Tuesda March Governor the state P"k S up paying for ongo
Rick ) ffered the han ing or recurring costs with General
the House \ppropriatior Revenue
C ommittee the | ng he ¢ks 1o I'he Rainy Day Fund has been
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ithorize the withdrawal of $3.2 bil 1991, the Legislature spent the
n from the Ramny Dav Fund entire balance ($28.8 million) on
L] 1C bala >0 public schools
BILLION in the fund! 2. 1993, the Legislature spent the
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)ay Fund O¥ pe witl criminal justice
' n fow tl 2003, the Legislature appropri
| ire. proposed con ated $1.3 billion from the Rainy
titutional amendment to create the  Day Fund—almost every penny of

Economic Stabilization Fund, com the balance the Comptroller forecast

nonlv called the Rainv Dav Fund through 2005-- to deal with the last
I'he fund’s purpose was to save economic downturn
none n good times to spend in . And in 2005, the Legislature
bad times n order maimtaimn ser appropriated $1.9 billion in Rainy
ices. Voters approved a constitu Day funds, using roughly half for
1al amendment creating the fund 005 shortfalls, and the other half
in November 1988. The amendment  {or 2006-07. spending almost all the
became Article 3, Section 49-g, of  $2 billion that was forecast to be
the Texas Constitution available

Here 1s how the fund works: The Higher-than-anticipated oil and

Comptroller makes deposits to the g6 prices ultimately brought in a

flood of unexpected revenue to
the fund, which ended fiscal 2007
with a balance of $1.3 billion. The
Legislature did not appropriate any
money from the fund in 2007, when
General Revenue for the next bien
nium was expected to continue to
grow quickly, or in 2009, when the
federal government provided bil
lions in stimulus aid used in place of
(General Revenue

I'he Rainy Day Fund is designed
to replenish itself and was created to
deal with financial crisis

Only vour state legislators can put
education first and authorize use
of The Rainy Day fund. The Texas
legislature has the Rainy Day Fund
money available for use as needed

It 1s needed now

Pampa State Representative:
Warren Chisum

Capitol Address: Room CAP
GW.15, Capitol, P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768

(512) 463-0736

Fax: (512) 463-0211

District Address: P.O. Box 2061
Pampa, TX 79066

(806) 665-3552

Fax: (806) 669-1095

l'exas State Senator:

Robert L. Duncan

Capitol Office: Room CAP 3E.10
Capitol, P.O. Box 12068

Austin, TX 78711
(512)463-0128

[oll Free (800) 322.953K

Fax: (512) 463-2424

District Address: 1500 Broadway
Suite 902

Lubbock TX 79401

Phone: (806) 762-11

Fax: (806) 749-2828

loll Free (800) 546-9928

Danny Seabourn is the chief financial
officer of the Pampa Independent School
District
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Pentagon: Libya costs at $608 million

WASHINGTON (AP)

_Pcntagm said Monday the military
intervention in Libya cost the U.S. an
estimated $608 million in the first few
of weeks of the operation. Spending is
down significantly, though not as much

as expected.

Defense Department spokeswoman
Navy Cmdr. Kathleen Kesler said the
price tag is for spending through April
4 — or for 17 days of the mission, the

most recent figure available.

Officials also revised an earlier state-
ment on what the figure includes. They
said previously it was only the added
expense of the operation and did not
count ather costs, such as paychecks
for U.S. sailors, airmen and other forces
because they would have been deployed
somewhere in the world anyway

On Monday, however, officials said
the number does include pay and other

Fires

The normal deployment costs.

The $608 million estimate shows a
large drop from what the U.S. spent
in the early days of the multinational
operation that started March 19 —
roughly $55 million a day in the first
10 days, then about $8.3 million a day
in the seven that followed.

Still, very rough projections late last
month estimated costs would decline
even more than that as the U.S. handed
lead of the operation to NATO. The
alliance also is to conduct most of
the bombing missions. Officials didn’t
explain what caused the higher-than-
expected rate of spending. It’s possible
at least part is due to the fact that the
full transition to NATO went a little
slower than expected.

It is the second time the Pentagon
has released costs for setting up the
no-fly zone in the North African nation

Gray County sent motorgraders from Precincts 1 and 2

to establish a fire line.

Crews fought that fire for about four hours before

bringing it under control

About the time Hoover firefighters were returning to

. their station, they were called out on a grass fire on the

l'aylor Ranch 20 miles south of Pampa
Joined by the McLean Fire Department and county

employees from Precincts 1,

2 and 3 and sheriff"s depu-

ties, and later Lefors firefighter, Hoover battled that 50
acre fire about three hours before bringing it under

control.

Hoard said both fires appeared to have been started by

electrical lines

Millican said the last of his crews got back to the

Rodeo

will also be presented to
the winners of the Ticket
Sales, Horsemanship,
Appearance and
Personality categories

Cindy Kemph of the
Top O° Texas Rodeo
Association said that,

depending on the num-
ber of entries, the con-
test is currently slated to
return to the two-division
format after having only
one division in 2010. The
pageant returned to the
l'op O' Texas Rodeo last
year after a two-year hia-
tus

“We're definitely hop-
ing we have a lot of girls
turn out,” Kemph said
“We're very excited with
how last year turned out
after we brought (the
pageant) back, and we’re
excited to make this one

DEAR

ABBY For
years | have wondered
about this every time | have
gone to a funeral and have
ridden in the procession to
the cemetery

As the procession trav
els to the cemetery, all cars
and trucks pull over and
stop. That custom strikes
me as very touching. | was
in another procession last
week, and even the UPS
truck and several semis
pulled over

My question is, is this
a custom only in southern
Indiana where 1 live, or
does everyone do this? -
WONDERING NEAR IN-
DIANAPOLIS

DEAR WONDER-
ING: According to Emily
Post, this consideration
should be accorded re-

gardless of where people
live. She writes: “If you

on), it’s respectful to

bigger and better.”

Kemph credited Pirtle
for helping bring the Top
0" Texas Queen position
back into the forefront of
the community

“Megan has gone
above and beyond what
we've asked her to do,”
Kemph said. “She rang
the bell at Walmart with
the Salvation Army
She did a trail ride in
Canyon for the play
‘Texas.” She modeled in
the CattleWomen's Style
Show. And those are just
examples

“When the girls see
what opportunities there
are to get out and real-
ly be out there, I think
they’ll be excited. A lot
of that is because they
see everything Megan
did. We're very proud

and protecting civilians from strong-
man Moammar Gadhafi as he resists a
movement to oust him.

Officials late last month said the
added spending from March 19 through
March 28, the first 10 days of the inter-
vention, was $550 million. About 60
percent was for munitions. The remain-
ing costs were for the “higher operating
tempo” of U.S. forces and of getting
them there.

At that time, Kesler said that future
costs were “highly uncertain™ but that
officials estimated they'd see added
costs of about $40 million over the
following three weeks as U.S. forces
reduced their mission to providing refu-
eling, intelligence and other support.
But rather than $40 million over three
weeks, the cost was $58 million over
seven days, according to the new fig-
ures through April 4

cont. from page 1

Hoover station about 9 p.m., but were called out to
help Channing firefighters on a grass fire in the western
panhandle at 10 p.m. They got home about 5:30 a.m

Sunday, he said.

Hoover firefighters regrouped at their station on
Price Road about 1 p.m. Sunday only to be called out
again about 5 p.m. on a grass fire east of Pampa. They
responded with four fire trueks, county motorgraders
and tank trucks and Roberts County firefighters

They returned to the station about 9 p.m. Sunday night

Millican warned that as bad as the weekend was, the
weather forecast is for hot, dry, windy weather through
Wednesday. While there is supposed to be a break in
the weather later this week, the dry, windy weather is
expected to return by this weekend

of her.”

This year’s pageant is
under the direction of
Sonja Daniel, who spear-
headed the rebirth of
the pageant in the mid-
90s. Kemph said that the
Rodeo Association is
looking forward to hav-
ing her back at the helm

“We're excited to have
her back,” said Kemph
“She’s done a lot for (the
pageant) and she’s going
to bring a lot of energy
to us.”

Entry forms, fees
and photos are due in
the rodeo office, 200
N. Ballard, by 5 p.m
on Wednesday, June |
There will be no exten-
sion of the deadline, so
potential entrants are
encouraged to act as soon
as possible

Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

me only on the phone and
not in person. Her reason is
she 1s much too large now to
let me see her. She doesn’t
want any human contact at
all, and I'm scared for her
| have told her many times
that I don’t care about her
weight. I want to see her,
but she won’t budge. |
don’t know how to get her
to snap out of it. Help! -
KEPT AWAY IN PHILA-
DELPHIA

DEAR KEPT AWAY:
If Charlene has fam-
ily and you know how to
contact them, do so. Out-
line your concern that
their relative has gained
so much weight she’s
gone into hiding -- and
hope they can convince
her to seek help. Other
than that, there’s no way
to force direct contact
on someone who doesn’t
want to see you. However,
you should continue to be
a supportive telephone
friend. She may need all
the emotional support she
will allow.

DEAR ABBY: 1 di-
vorced two years ago after
25 years of marriage. Dur-
ing the divorce I met a man
who helped me through the
emotional roller coaster |
was on. We became close
and hoped to be married
eventually. He died unex-

tionship. We see each other
once a week, but I'd like to
see him more often

I'm having trouble be-
ing in limbo and not becom-
ing too attached to Donald
Conventional wisdom tells
me to stop waiting for him
to come around. I work,
volunteer, and have been
asked out by other men. I
have turned them down so
as not to jeopardize what
I currently have. Donald
isn’t seeing anyone else.

Can you please help set
me straight once and for
all? I'm in my late 40s and
feeling blue about my dat-
ing situation. — UNCER-
TAIN IN SOUTH CARO-
LINA

DEAR UNCERTAIN:
Has Donald TOLD you
he’s not interested in

eventually. However, for
him to expect you to date
him exclusively with no
commitment on his part
is unfair to you.

How long have you

cont. from page 1

For more information
or to request a packet,
stop by the rodeo office
or contact them over the
phone at 806-669-0434
or online at
gmail.com. You may
also contact Daniel at
806-665-5501 or R06-
898-0081

totrodeo(a

LEVEL

-BANANAGRAMS!

Yesterday's Answer: LIGHTER. TINGLER, ELATI

Each set of 10 tiles below contains two common
five-letter words. The letters of the first five-letter
word are adjacent, but not in order. Find them and
rearrange them to spell a word. Cross out those
letters and imagine that the five remaining letters
are now consecutive. These remaining letters can
now be rearranged to spell the second word

YLLUILPPOH
THBAZYRACE

MCCDRWOULH

N
TEAMING, AMBIENT, BOATMEN, ABDOME?

BONDMAN

Answer to yesterday's puzzie
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS 40 Good
1 Safe- judgment
keeping 41 Wallet
5 Highway bills
exits
10TV’s DOWN
Trebek 1 Packed in
11 Contacts boxes
by com- 2 Un-
puter escorted
13Bath need 3 Enjoysa 9 Ljubljana 25 Field
14 Ohio city book native " yield
15 Eternal 4 Crystal 12 Entrapped 27 Regal fur
17 Gardner clear 16 Attorney 29 Some
of movies 5 Suez General ever-
18 Craves Canal Holder greens
19 For each outlet 21 Skilled 30 Rocker
20 “Spy 6 Gather player John
Game” together 22 Besides 31 Stage
org. 7 Spring 23 Cressida’s comment
21 Wind month love 32 Buttes’
indicator 8 Heartbeat 24 Dungeon cousins
22 Top floor sound doings 36 Fellows
25 Referred NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
to Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475

26 Easy gait
27 Goof up

28 Craggy

hill

29 League
member

33 Success-
ful song

34 Sudden
urge

35 Home-

coming

group
37 Singer

Redding

38 Soup dish
39 Bar
mixer
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday. Apnl
) 21
This year

nto your path. You are probably one of your

pportunities tend 0 tumble

best resources. as your creativity pinnacles

}

vhenever you Others. though se

need it 1o
nous. chip nght in. brainstorming away or
tinding an easter path. This month you are

hnstening a new | |-vear luck cycle. Let go
f what doesn’t work, and make an open
better. If you are single
could meet Mr. or Ms. Right

attached. share some of your in

ing for something
ind ready, you
It vou are
ner happiness with your sweetie. Count on
[ .LEO being fur

[he Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: S-Dynamx

So-s0; |-Drfhcult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*xkkk Your creativity continues to

me forth and save the day. Your high en
rgy mixed with the cooperation of others
makes you close to unstoppable. Bnidge a
gap between you and another key person in
Tomght: Allow in more childlike

4-Positive; 3-Average

your life

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

*xx% You might want to handle a
personal matter more directly. If you un
derstand what 1s behind another person’s
actions, you can create a better haison or
interaction. Know that you don’t need to
agree with him or her. Tonight: Make it
easy, order in

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*hkkkkx You are more than likely
to say exactly what you think, with little
thought to the ramifications. How you
handle a child or loved one who has been
difficult can determine your interactions for
the next few months. Tonight: Let your hair
down. Make a talk possible

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

*dkk You might want to create a
greater sense of security for yourself. Eye
real estate and other financial investments
with care. What you believe is an easy re
tum just might not be. Think like a cynic
lonight: Pay your bills

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

*dkkk A particular situation that re-
volves around an idea or a creative person
keeps coming back up. You have been un-
usually serious, and people need to see your
old spontaneity return. You might wonder
which way to go with a child or loved one

Tomght: As you like it

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % %% You might be feeling as if you
cannot accomplish everything that you
want to. Closing your door might be a smart
move. An associate or partner might sud
denly become very energetic, to the point of
being imtating. You might wonder what is
happening. Tonight: Go for what you need

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

*hddk Don't hesitate to zero in on
what you want. You might feel pushed by
others, but what is the difference if you have
the same goal? Don't allow details to hold
you back unnecessarily. The time is now
You also have the support of many people
Tonight: Celebrate living!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

% % % Realize it isn't just you who feels
they are under pressure, but many people
around you. Ask for important feedback,
knowing other people’s responses might
not always be right-on, but they could give
you guidance. Tomight: Out late, whether
working or having fun

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

*hhkk Step back from an immedi-
ate issue, and you'll see a whole different
perspective. This point of view also might
be applicable to other challenging matters.
Just don’t trigger, as you eye success com-
ing around the comer. Tonight: Let your
imagination go

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

*ahdkkx How you handle someone
and the decisions you make could have a
great deal of impact. This person might not
be comfortable with the fact that you have
so much experience and self-discipline. To-
night: Have a long-overdue chat.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

k& Let go of having to have every-
thing go exactly the way you want it to go.
You don’t have that type of control over
any situation. Be more forthright yet open
to others’ ideas. You have the quality of be-
ing an avant-garde thinker, but you still can
leam from others. Tonight: Just don't be
alone

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% % Dive into your work, and keep an
eye on your major priorities. You also might

commitments. Tonight: Go for easy.
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AND OVER IN HIS BED
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The Pampa News’ Spring Classified
Ad Special

Sell it ﬁst' Classifieds work! The Pampa News is delivered to over 4,000 homes daily. What better way to get the word out?
Beverly Taylor - Classifieds To place an ad, contact Beverly Taylor at 806-669-2525 or via email at classified@thepampanews.com today!
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Saturday at Rangerette Field in
Perryton, winds were blowing at 25-30
miles per hour and had an effect on the
pitching and tracking down fly balls. The
Pampa Lady Harvesters didn’t let that
stop them though, as they defeated the
Perryton Rangerettes 24-18.

Both teams combined for 40 hits and
I8 errors. Head coach Bobbi Gill said it
was a wild game.

“I don’t think we‘ve committed that
many errors in one game,” Gill said. “It’s
crazy. I'm proud of the girls for giving us
run support.”

Senior third baseman Jordan Mayhew
said the game was exhausting.

“We wanted it so bad and we just
scraped it out,” Mayhew said. “We
played hard and we did our best to get as
many runs as we could to get a cushion
for our defense.”

Pampa only managed one hit in the first
and didn’t advance past second. Perryton
put Pampa in an unfamilar situation ham-
mering out six runs on four hits and three
errors. Stacy Johnson knocked the first
run in on a double. Bailey Walker ham-
mered a ball over the center field wall for
a three-run home run. Katelon Roberts
and Gentry Jones hit RBI singles. The
Lady Harvesters trailed 6-0, which was
their largest deficit in district-play.

Pampa came right back and equaled
Perryton’s inning, scoring six runs on
six hits and one error. Junior catcher
Alanna Stephens led off with a single
and advanced on a passed ball. With
two outs, senior Madi Shults hit a RBI
single to left and advanced to second on
the throw home. Sophomore Martecia
Alexander drove in Shults with a single.
Sophomore Claire Hopkins hit a RBI sin-
gle and advanced to second on a bobble
by the right fielder. Sophomore Bailey
Beck followed with a RBI single. In her
second at bat in the inning, Stephens
scored two with a bases loaded single
and tied the game at six

['he Rangerettes responded in the bot-
tom half. Amber Hall led off with a home
run to right-center. Johnson followed
with a double and Walker walked. Both
scored on an error by Mayhew. Perryton
led 9-6 after two

I'he Lady Harvesters took their first
lead of the game in third. Sophomore
lffany Britton led off with a double
Shults reached on an error by the center
fielder and Britton scored. Alexander
drove in Shults with a single and cut
the lead to one. Hopkins grounded out
but scored Alexander to tie the game
Freshman Krysten Miller put Pampa
in front with a double scoring Beck
Stephens hit a single to left and scored
Miller.

Gill urged her team to not give up the
lead but that's exactly what happened in
the bottom of the inning. Jones led off
with a single and advanced on a ground
out. Amber Hall flied out to Beck for the

Harvesters outduel Rangerettes, district in si

second out but the sophomore shortstop
threw to second to try for a double play
but Stokes couldn't handle the throw.
Jones scored on the errant throw. Johnson
walked and Walker hit her second home
run and put the Rangerettes back on top
12-11.

That would be the final lead they would

hold. Pampa scored six runs in the top of

the fourth. Beck hit a two RBI double
with Shults and Alexander scoring on the
play. Miller nailed a pitch over the left
field wall for her first home run. Junior
McKinlee Stokes drove in Mayhew on
a groundout and Britton hit a RBI single
and scored Stephens.

The Lady Harvesters put themselves
in position to run-rule Perryton in the
following inning. Beck hit a RBI double
for her fourth RBI of the game. Mayhew
hit a RBI single to score Beck. Miller
scored on an error by the shortstop.
Shults capped off the inning with a twe-

run home run to left field for her first of

the season. Pampa led 24-12 after the top
of the fifth

The Rangerettes weren’t done playing.
After a groundout, Johnson, Walker and
Shelby Skaggs singled to load the bases.
An error by Mayhew allowed two runs to
score. Roberts singled to right and scored
Skagss to extend the game. An error by
Beck allowed Cassie Hodge to score.
The sophomore shortstop made up for it
catching a pop up and throwing to Stokes
to complete a double play

Britton started for the Lady Harvesters
and pitched the first inning. The sopho-
more gave up six ruas on four hits and
struck out one. Junior Heather Coffee
(10-2) pitched four innings and gave up
12 runs (six earned) on 11 hits, walked
three and struck out three to earn the win
Freshman Alexa O’Brien pitched the last
inning and only had one runner reach
base and ended the game with a strikeout

Coffee said it was a challenging game
but was glad her offense came through

“It was game we really had to fight to
win,” Coffee said

Beck led the team in hitting with four
hits and four RBI. Shults had four RBI
reaching base in five of six at bats

Johnson took the loss for Perryton
and allowed 15 runs (14 earned) on 13
hits, hit two and struck out two in three
and one third innings. Walker led the
Rangerettes in hitting with three hits
including two home runs and five RBI

Gill said the couple of scoreless innings
they got late helped them win

“I was proud of Heather (Coffee) for
coming in and throwing like she did and
Alexa (O'Brien) come in and finish like
she did, " Gill said

The junior varsity
18-4

T'he Lady Harvesters (21-7, 5-0) host
Dalhart (22-8, 2-3) 5 p.m. Tuesday. A
win will clinch the district title

Mayhew said the team has been look-
ing forward to clinching district

“We've worked really hard and | think
we earned it,” Mayhew said

(23-5, 5-0) won

taft 1
ff ph

Senior Madi Shults hits a two-run home run in the top of the fifth Saturday
at Rangerette Field. Shults drove in three as Pampa won 24-18

District 1-3A Softball Standings
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BETWEEN THE CHALK: Inside the Numbers

Team 1 2 3 4 ] 6 7 R H E
Pampa 0 5 6 0 0 24 25 10
Perryton |- 6 3 3 0 4 2 0 18 15 8

* The seventh inning was the only scoreless inning.

* The game was over two hours long.

» Pampa batted around in four innings

« Every pitcher except Pampa’s Alex O’Brien gave up at least

siX runs

*» There were over 220 pitches thrown.
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Introducing an invisible
hearing aid you can afford.

You’'ve never
seen anything
like it. AMP is
designed to fit
snugly inside
your ear canal,
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can see if.
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lternative to custom hearing aids
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Livingston /

Audiology & Hearing Aid Center

~ Pampa - 701 North Hobart
-~ 1-888-820-6601
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* 100% Digital
e Multi Channel

e Clear, accurate sound quality

Come meet
Ben Jackson
Ben specializes in
helping people
with nerve type
hearing loss.

Harvesters’ y ortgajnt Rangrs, fall to third

photo courtesy of Joe Murray

Senior Brent Green connects on a ball against Perryton Saturday. Green
scored, singled and stole a base but the Harvesters lost 11-9

Ben Jackson
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